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COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

To:  Dr. Eugene C. Blake | Strictly Confidential -

Froms Dr. E;fan Rees
MISSION TO JERUSALEM

15 - 21 June, 1967

1._. In company with Pather George Tsetsis of DICARWS I was asked.by the

General Secretary of the World Council of Churches to proceed forthwith
to Israel on a fact- flndlng mission. The purposes of our mission weres
*ﬁﬁrﬁé)'ﬁto . ARAED RO AR A Churches could best

<~ -direct.its relief activities to both Arabs and Israelis; '

'b) to attempt to find out how best the World Council of Churches

can act to make use of the new situation to try and Ilnd'now

. 8 solution to the long-standing refugee problem and av01d the
perpetuation of 8 new one;

7 c) to remove the othar obat1clea to the esteblishment of a Just
peace; and

d) to help acliieve a proper solution of the eare of and acoess
to the Holy Places in Jerusalem.

Ve left together on 15th June and I returned on 21st June.

2. '~ Father Tsetsls and I agreed on a div1alon of dutics in which we dealt
with the heads of churches together and thereaftor he assumed primary concarn
for the problems of humen suffering while I assumed responsibility for the

main contacts with the Israeli government on all the four items of our remit,

'_49ere was_obviously a. little overlapping- but the major report on huann need -
- w41l be submitted by Father Tsetsis.

L3, Peogle Seen (1n chronolog1cal order)

, Honsignor Rodhain - Caritas Internationalis
Archbiahop Maclnnes
Dr. Kalbian = | © Augusta Victoria HosPitai _
.- Heads of churphes - for full list see Appendix I

_Ambnséador Arthur Lourie - Deputy Director General, Mlnistry of
P Forclgn Affeirs

Mordecai Gazit - Assistant Director General, ﬁlnistry of
2 : Foreign Affairs

Amﬁassador_ﬂria Elan - M;nlstry of Foreign Affairs N
Ambassador Ilsar - = Ministry of Foreign Affairs



T

. Ambassador Michael Comay - Ministry of Foreign Aff&iré

.Mr, Chelousse = - Director; Economic Division,
- , Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Anbassador Issdor Lubin - (USA) on mission for the United
Jewish Appeal
Harold Trobe - Director General of AJDC in Israel
Dr. Zorach Warhashtig - ~ Minister of Religious Affairs

4, First Impressions

My first impression of Israel was the extraordinary tranquility of the

?.”country. The absence of any obvious war-damage, the reople pre-occupied

with their normal occupations and the total absence of boastful jubilation -
‘made me wonder whether anything hed happened at all., There is a deep sense
- of relief at the feeling that for another decade, and many hope for longer,
they may live' without threat, There were no post-war shortages and it is
quite clear that Israel can cope w1th any need problems that arise by itself.

e Movement between new Jerusalem and the 0ld City was very rLstr1oted for .
i although the old barriers were down, there were frequent military check-points
-and only those with special permits were allowed through. There was a certain
‘amount of looting going on, but quite as much by Arabs as Israelis and
sometimes by both together.

“ - 5, Meeting with Heads of Churches °

Archbishop MacInnea-had'arrangad that we should attend, as our first
appointment on the Friday morning, a meeting of the heads of churches in
‘' Jeruselen. The 1ist of those present is attached as Appendix I.

..  Before proceeding there we had visited St. George's Cathadral and the
Augusta Tictoria Aospital, St. George's had suffered very minimal denage;
but the third storey of the hospital had been destroyed by fire. Miraculously
thers had been no cesualties either amongst staff or patients. |

Fo tried to drive to the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate in a convoy of two
‘cars - 1, with His Beatitude himself and 2. with Archbishop lMacInnes. After
. &rying several pointe of entry where we, in ocommon with everybody else, were
" fenied adoittance - on the grounds that only garbage trucks were moving: that
d4ay - @e 1zft our car at the Damascus Gate and walked through the Souk to the -
Patrizrehzte, 1t was o fascinating walk because the Souk wes as normal as
aeyer I hzd known it, with the exception that perhaps one third of the shops
wewrs closgsd, Breed was ev1dent and chzldren ware busy selling cigarettes on
the Blzck market.

The meeting itself was a confusion. His beatitude is not a forceful

. Cheirmen and cverybody therc seemed distressingly parochial, voicing concern
_enly for his own particular flock, Nor did His beatitude seem to be really
$»xformed about the relief needs of the city or the supply situation. There

wes o curious sequel’ to-this meeting.. On Friday evening we received a message
froz hechbishop MacInnes thet the office of ‘the Military Governor had
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telephoned the Patriarch roundly reprimending him for holding an illegal
meeting and informing him that those present were liable to arrest, I found
an opportunity at 4 p.m., on Saturday to complain about this to Arthur Lourie
of the Foreign Ministry. He was very reluctant to believe in the substance

of the charge, but informed me on Sunday morning that it was true, and that the
officer in the military government who had made the call had been removed

- from office at 8 p.m. on the Saturday night.

6. Humen Need '

_ There was surprisingly little evidence of massive post-war human need,
Father Tsetsis will report on this separately, but Miss van Hoogevest, already.

in Jerusalem on a similar mission from the World YWCA confirmed the 1mpresszons

which I gathered for myself. The Israeli Government is quite clearly

. determined to be a model Occupying Power, and was hastily improvising the

”.'adequate supply of its occupied territory. I fear, however; that too
- Optimistlc a judgment may be premature, It seems to me "that in a few weeks

. time certain categories of people will be in need of assistance, not beocause
© of lack of supplies, but because of lack of purchasing power, I would list .

"these categories as: ; , '

" a) wzdowa and dependents of Jordanlan war casualties;

b)' older people normally maintained by pensions from Ammanj

¢) remittanca -men malntained by regular allowances from their
«children in Kuwait or elsewhera.

The banks were closed, and had they been open they could only have met
.ten per cent of deposits as all their reserves ere in Amman, It is therefore

: - my belief thet a stepped-up programme of individual relief by the churches will .

* ‘bececmz increasingly necessary as time passeg. Arrangements to organise this
" have already been made at a joint meeting of Carites Jerusalem and the Near
Zast Christian Council.

.7.' Refugees and Evacuees

g I must warn that it . is dlfflcult ‘to be statlstlcally precise about
‘refugees and evacuees as there were such conflicting opinions between
responsible authorities. UNRWA and the Israeli government estimated that one
‘hundred thousand people had crossed the Jorden and a little later the

» International Red Cross estimated a figure of one hundred and fifty thousand
"-Let me gay first that I found no evidence of forced expatrigtion. Indeed, it '
was the former Arab CGovernor of Jerusalem who first approached the Israeli
Governor with a plea that people might be able to lsave in" order to join their
relatives in Amman. ‘It seems to-be true, however, that once an Arab had '
indicated in writing his wish to leave, he was given every assistance.by way
of transportation to the river by the Ocoupying Power, A few ceses were
reported to me of Israeli officers calling on well-to-do Arabs and offering
“them every assitance to leave, but on confirming that they did not deaire to
leave, the Arabs were not furthar molested.

The flight was greatest from Jericho and the surrounding refugee camps, °
At the start of hostilities the more mobile Arabs in Jerusalem made for the
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Allenby bridge.in convoys of: cars, and this caused a panic in Jericho, almost .
helf: of whose population followed. The UNRWA refugees followed suit on a
magsive scale, partly because they were afraid that they would not get their
rations. - Some .eighty. thousand -refugees fled the UNRWA canps and are now in-

=:Trans-Jordan,: A further thirty thousand have heen moved across the'river by .

UNRWA - 1tself 1nto one large camp "for administrative convenience" - ‘8 very
curious procedure indeed. On the maximum figures it would seem that a furthex
forty thousand new refugees have arrived in Trans-Jordan. Flight from Gaza
waa geographically impossible,

The present position seems to be, therefore, that there are still some

- 8ix: hundred thousand UNRWA refugees in occupied territory; more. than half in
Gazaj and alightly more than four hundred thousand in Trans-Jordan. The.
Oocupying .Power has signed an agreement with UNRWA enabling the agency to

carry on its operations in all occupied territories, < Thers will be some
‘discussion between them about the re-registration of refugees, There has been -
for years a long wrangle in the United Nations about black market traffic in.

- UNRWA ration cards, and Michael Comay told me_that they had seized tens of

* thousands of these ‘cards in the illegal possession of Arab merchants, The
promise of "rectification of the roles" does not sesm to have borne much fruit.

I raised the question of the native population of Geza, much the minority
there, and was informed that the Occupying Power had signed an agreement with -
CARE to look after them, With regard to the traditional activities of
voluntary agencies amongst the refugees and others in need, Mr. Chelousse
informed us that agencies which had established work in the areas before the.
outbreak of hostilities would be allowed to.carry on with every facility from
. the governmment, but it vas not anticlpated that new agan01es would be allowed
;’to operate. ;

. On the politlcal and planning aspect "of. the long-term Arab refugee
problem, I found a determination on-the Israeli side to arrive at a quick
solution by re-establishment, so that they could come to the peace-table with
proof positive that this problem, the possibility of whose solution no Arab .

© . would admit, could in fact be solved., Their plans were vagus and immature,

but I think the main thrust will be the re-settlement of the refugees, .
_ineluding those from Gaza, in productive colonies in the Jorden valley. 'I_ 8
. .should recall thet after 1948 UNRYA looked after the Arab refugees in Israel
for a short period, after which the government informed UNRWA that it would
assume total responsibility itself and has long since absorbed these people.

- I believe .the pame proccdure is in mind now. I have agreed to kesep in touch '
zith the planners on this issue and it must, of course, be given the most
serious conagideration in World Council cirecles.

'B, Hol{ Placea

_ I had an opportunlty of seeing aome of the Holy Placas during my visit and -
had good reports on the others, (Although one naver quite knows how to define

& Holy Place in Jerusalem - is it exclusively a place of ‘Biblical tradition,

. or does ‘it include any 18th century church or monastery?) In any case it was

quite clear that, in the most inclusive sense, the demage was minimal, broken -

windows, bullet holes in the walls, a hole in the roof of the Church of the

Fativity end a badly damaged door of a famous Mosque.
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However, the Roman Cgtholic church of St. Anne's was practically destroyed.

I gathered that the Israeli battle orders were that the 0ld City was
to be taken by hand to hand fighting to avoid all danger of bombardment of
the Holy Places. Very shortly after the cease-fire large notices were
posted on every church and monastery stoting "This is a Holy Place, do not
enter without permit." Very shortly thereafter Israeli government officials
came to assess the damage for they have accepted responsibility for the cost
of repairs. So much for the present situation.

I was more concerned about the future and for this purpose had arranged
an interview with the Minister of Religious Affairs (arhashtig)., Before I
met him I had been made acutely aware of the conviction in Israel that no
Israeli government could survive the return of the 01d City into Arab hands,
and that there is & total determination that "a city that was divided by war
and re-united by war must never be divided again." Since I left Israel the
unity of the city has become, by Isracli legislation, a fait accompli. The
Minister was very cordial and pleased to accept my expressions of gratitude
for the care his government had taken. As to the future, he authorised me
officielly to bring you three guarantees: C

1. The security of the Holy Places ~ Here I gathered that he meant
that measures would be taken to ensure that there should be no |
desecration,

2. The accesgibility of the Holy Places - On this point he was very
specific, emphasising that a Copt from Cairo or a Moslem from Amman
would have free access. Archbishop MacInnes had especially nsked me
to enquire about Moslem accessibility, and in giving me this assurance:
the Minister quietly remarked that he was gratificd that the World
Council of Churches was concerned with Moslem occess, he had not
noticed in the last 19 years any particular concern exprassed by

the World Council for Jewish access to the Weiling Wall.

5. Self-administration of the Holy Places - He had already decreed
that the Chief Rebbi was tho custodinn and governox of the Jewish
Holy Places. He had informed the Moslems that they were totelly
resronsible for the edministration of the Mosque of Omar et al.

The week after our interview hc was hoping to meet with Christian
church leaders to hear what their proposals were. He said, "There
are so many of them it may be a2 bit confusing, but I do not propose
to impose any particular plan upon them. The initiative for their
mechinery of self-administration must come from them."

Prsgpects for the Futurc

1 wes3 very fortunnte that, because of past contacts and friendships nade
2% the United Hetioms, I had reoady access to anybody I wanted to see, and a
lsmg interview with Michael Comay, who is in charge of planning, was perhaps
the most helpful of all. The first point that ought to be made is that no-ome
was more taken by surprise by the speed and extent of their viectory than the
Israeli government. They had never expected to be an Occupying Power and they
had no occupation plans. Everything was being improvised, everybody was
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submitting plans, some of which contradicted one another, and they all pleaded
with me for patience, even if they made initiel mistekes. Their primary
concern was the future security of Israel: "a have been living in the
twilight for 19 years and we will never go back there, however many
reaolutlona the United Nations passes.'" The four crucial points here were:

.;xrl-freedom of navigdtion in the Gulf of Aquabe;
2, a &emilitariaad Sinai, possibly under United Nations
supervision;

3. control of the Syrian hills to .ensure thet there should he
no further bombardment of Israseli settlements in Gallilee;

4. & viable frontier with Jordan,

I found no inclination on their part to hang on indefinitely to occupied
territory. Officials pointed out that they now had 1,500,000 Arabs under '
thelr control and they did not want a bi-national state like Belgium or
Canada. For them it was a problem of demography versus geography.

With regard to the West Bank there is no disposition to retain it, and
they were contemplating either a peace treaty with King Hussein which would
restore it, or failing that, the establishment of a new state with Palestlnlans
in power and some form of economic federation with Israel.

They themselves were completely astonished that Jordan joined-in the war
because at the very last moment they had sent & message to Hussein, by the
U.N. General 0dd Bull, assuring the King that there would be no inwvasion of
Jordan if he held back, Unfortunately by this time the Jordanian army was
under the command of Egyptian officers.

With regard to Gaza, o headache which nobody wants, they had no plans
et all, except for those for the refugees referred to in my paragraph 7. As
I have stated in paragraph 8 there was no guegtion of the re-division of
Jerusalem. They were prepared to grant Israeli citizenship to the 70,000
Arabs living therz and that was that.

Tnen I raised the question of the Corpus Separatum, they said that what
had foiled in 1948 was even less likely to succeed today. They indicated
that through their diplomatic . sources they had found that even the Pope was
less likely to press this matter than had at first appeared. Uhen I suggested
that the Pope represented only a small minority of the Christians ccncerned
with Jerusclam, they agreed but said that he influenced the whole of the Latin
Americen vote in the General Assembly., I believe that their long-term plans
will 4involve: ‘

a) politicel errangements which guerantee their security;

&) econonic development which they hopefully believe might
lead to a Middle East Common Merket; and

.¢) a final solution of the Arab refugee problem,

They all, of course, depend upon the possibility of their sitting down at a
peace conference.



FOOTNOTE

As a footnote to this report I should say that, on June 29th, I saw
Bishop Samuel who did not seem to me to be meking tho usual passport speech
which I expected. He was very unpoliticel and his concern was for the whole
future of the Christian churches in the Arab lands, By their identification
with the ecumenical movement and by the ccumenical movement's identification
with the rights of the Jews, they are, by implication, enemies of the
Moslems. Moreover, confusion between Christian references to the Israel of
the 01d Testament and modern Israel is being deliberately encouraged by
misrepresentation by the Moslem Brothers. Bishop Samuel is therefore most
anxious that something should be said ecumenically about justice for the
Arab world which will help the churches in the .irab lands with their
governments, He wventured the opinion that the West having so completely lost
face in the Middle East, the choice for them seems to many to lie between
Israeli domination and Russian domination, and that they would choose the
latter as the lesser of two evils.



APPENDIX I

People present at the meeting of heads of churches.

Patriarch Benedictos
Patriarch Alberto Gori
Most Rev, Lino Capillo
Archbishop MacInnes
Bishop Cubain

Bishop Dioscorus Luca
Propst Kohler

Rev. D. Haddod

Father George Harb
Father Albert Rock
Bishop H. Cappouchi
Bishop Baltreocti

Rev. Faik Haddod

Rev, Refig Farah
Archbishop Basilios
Archbishop Germanos

Archimandrite Constantine

Dr, Elfan Rees
Father George Tsetsise

Greek Orthodox
Latin

Superior of the Frenciscans
Anglican

Anglican

Syrian Orthodox

Lutheran

Lutheran

Latin

Franceiscan order

Greek catholic

Latin

Anglican

Anglican

Greek Orthodox

Greek Orthodox (part-timae)
Greek Orthodox

World Council of Churches

World Council of Churches
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Evacuation of Jewish Minorities from Arab States

Statement to be issued from the General Secretariat
of the World Council of Churches not- publically, but
only in reply to inquiries

On February 14, 1969, the General Secretary of the World Council of
Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, addressed the Secretary-General
of the United Nations on the question of evacuation of the Jewish

- minorities in Iraq, Syria and the United Arab Republic. In the course

of his letter he said.

"While the World Council of Churches is constantly concerned
with the situation of minorities of whatever faith in whatever -
‘country, we wish to let you know that we would welcome any ‘
initiative you may see fit to take in this particular con-:
nection. It seems to us that any measure that would facilitate
such emigration would be consonant with the provision of
Article 13, Paragraph 2, of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which states that everyone has the right to leave any:
country including his own and to return to his country". -

"During an extended visit to the Middle East, when he saw not only

Heads of Churches but Heads of State, Dr, Blake himself raised this

question. In Cairo, he was informed by high government officials that

'~ as the Government of the U.A.R. was now planning a general emigration
.- programme, there should be no difficulty in the departure of such
‘members of the Jewish minority in the U.A.R. who wished to leave.
- . There has been some delay in the fulfilment of this undertaking but
- we are officially informed that the exocdus of Jews is now underway -

and that the first batch of seventeen who were formerly in prison

" have now left the country and there isevery reason to believe that
;this process will continue.

Geneva, 28 April_1969



WORLD COUNIICIL OF CAURCHES

MIDDLZ EAST

Statement adopted by the Central Commlttee meetlng at Herak11on,
Crete, 15-26 August, 1967 -

The deep conflict which for over twenty years has divided the Middle East
and troubled the whole world and which this year has broken out in new and
bitter fighting, must be of profound concern to all Christians, The countries
involved in it have been the birthplace of some of the earliest developed
human civilizations and of three of the world's greatest rellglons Jew1sh
Christian and Muslim,

The present crigis hes developed in part because the rest of the world
has been insensitive to the fears of people in the Middle East; the fears of
the people of the Arab nations because of the dynamism and possible expansion
of Israel, and the fears of the people of Israel who have escaped from
persecution on other continents only to be threatened, at least by word, with
expulsion from their new home.,

We recognise the urgency of seeking creative solutions to this:problem
lest the acceptance of a cease-fire without a just political settlement
result in a fait accompli which can only increase antagonism and encourage
preparation for the next attempt at a solution by armed- force.,

Since the beginning of the present crisis the World Council of Churches
has called for a peaceful and just solution. After the outbreak of war, it
urged a speedy cessation of hostilities and insisted that both the peoples
- directly involved in the conflict and the great powers were respongible for
the establishment of a just and durable peace.

We believe there are strong spiritual and moral forces that exist below
the surface and can be released to end the cycle of enmity and suspicion. The
situation now emphasises the necessity and presents an opportunity to move.
towards a brighter future for all people concerned. We do not consider it our
task to enter into all the details of a political settlement. We do hold,
‘*however, that the following elements are essential to any peace founded upon
justice and recognition of the equality of all peoples in the region.“

(1) No nation should be allowed to keep or ammexe the territory of another
by ermed force. This applies to the present situation, National
boundaries should rest upon international agreements freely reached
between or accepted by the people directly concerned

(2) Effective international guarantees should be given for the ﬁolitical
independence and territorial integrity of all nations in the area,
including both Israel and the Arab nations.

(5) There can be neither reconciliation nor significant development in the
area unless, in the general settlcment, & proper and permsnent solution
is found to the problem of the Arab refugees, both old and new., We
therefore urge:



.

a) that all persons who have been displaced in recent months should
be permitted to exercise their right to return to their fommer places
of residence, In the case of those from the West Bank of the Jordan
thzs will 1nvolve action:

i) to extend substantlally the perlod for appllcatlon to return, and

) to provide a form of appllcatlon that carries no politiocal
Vi 1mpllcat10ns.;g s : e

-?TWe are glad to learn tnat on both these p01nt° some progress has been
-made., .

b) that the United Hations should be increasingly involved in the short
end long-term aspects of the problem of 211 displaced persons. The
expanding gervices of UNRWA are essential and urgently need the generous
support of all governments. The World Council should continue in its
gsearch for a satisfactory solution to the whole refugee problem, The
current operations of the. churches and the Near East Council of Churches
should be reinforced. - . . ;

'(4)‘ In the mcantime until a just and peaceful settlement is reached, we are
- particularly concerned about the religious aspect of the situation. In

‘a.region where communities of three religions met and lived together for

. long centuries, full religious freedom must be assured to all persons .

and communities. The continued presence and witness of these faiths and

. their respective communities must be guaranteed by international sgreement

-.including free access to the holy’ places in a,land of unique 1mportance
for every one of them. L L .

~ (5) Wnile the needs of national security in each case must be adaquafely met,
* 3 ‘& new armament race must be avoided by the agreed limitation of national

armaments to the lowest level consistent with a balanced security in the
‘.. aresa, ' ,

. (6) The great powers have played a role in shaping the political and economic

- structure of the Middle East. For this reason and because peace in this
.most. sensitive and central area affects the peace of.the world, these
nations must be prepared to co-operate with leadership in the Middle East
and in the stabilisation of the region and refrain fron selfishly
pursuing their own political, economic and commercial interests.

A7) Tne legitimate hope of all the people of the Middle East for development
~should be encouraged based upon the talents and resources of all the
nations involved, . .This assumes international and financial support by
all possible sources including the commitment already made by the United
Nations and its Speclallzed Agencies, .




WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

Central Committee
Canterbury, England

August 12 - 23, 1969

STATEMENT ON THE MIDDLE EAST

The Central Committee of the Worll Council of Churches reviewing
the situation in the Middle East in the light of the resolution of the
Uppsala Assembly and later events in the area, notes with deep concern
the constant deterioration of the situation and the increasing threat
of an explosion which could affect the peace of the world, adopts as its
own the principles which the former Central Committee of the World
Council of churches set forth in its statement on the Middle East at
Heraklion in August, 1967.

1. Recognises that no lasting pcace is possible without respecting the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian and Jewish people presently
living in the aregand without cffective international guarantee for
the political independence and territorial integrity of all nationa
in the area, including Israel;

2. Recognises th'.t the gre~t powers have special responsibility for
creating the political climate and the external circumstances in
vhich peace can be restored on the basis of the implementation of
the U.N. Security Council Resolution of 22 November 1967;

A Believes that, in supporting the establishment of the State of
Israel without protecting the rights of Palestinians, injustice has
been Cone to Palestinian Arabs by the great powers, which should be
redressed;

4. Re-affirms that the World Council of Churches should continue to
fulfill its responsibility to serve the needs of all refugees, and
requests it to include in this concern lLoth Arabs and Jews and the
basic idea of legitimate free movement;

5. Welcomes the plans to convene in Cyprus in September next a
consultation on "The Middle East Refugee Programme®” and prays that
our churches will have a renewed sense of the continuing anc
increasing tragecdy of the Palestinian refugees and other displaced
perscns, and of the imperative obligations of the churches to
minister to their needs and support their basic demand for justice;

6. States again its concern that basic internationally recognised humn
rights be observed for all people and urges the General Secretary of
the United Nations to intensify his actions towards this end;

7. Suggests that the subject of Liblical interpretation be studied in
order to avold the misuse of the Bible in support of partisan
political views and to clarify the bearing of faith upon critical



Recommends that serious consideration be given by the appropriate
department of the World Council of Churches to initiating
discussions with Christians, Jews anc Moslems as to the guardianship
of the Holy Places, the status of Jerusalem and the people of

the city.

CCIA/21/69



COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

MIDDLE EAST CRISIS

Text of a letter communicated by the Director of the C,C.I,A, to
Secretary~Genera1 U Thant, Monday 5th June, 1967

"At this moment when intensified military confliot in the Middle
- Bast awakens deep anxiety everywhers, I write to assure you of our
prayers that action by the United Nations may yet avert catastrophe,
We were grateful for your efforts to ease the situation by consultations
in Cairo and elsewhere and we appreciated the wisdom of your proposal
for a breathing spell to allow diplomacy to attempt & resolution of
the Arab-Israeli dispute,.

"As metters have now developed it seems imperstivae that the
Sesurity Council should take more forthright action in oslling for
. an immediate caasa-flre.

~ "Our Commission has aupported the operations of the' United Nations

. Emergensy Foroae over the years and on this background,I feel oconfident,
would support the prompt establishment of an effective United Nations

' .presenoe in the area, The General Secretary of the World Council of
.Churoches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, in an address at the opening of
Pacem in Terris II in Geneva on 28 May, 1967, stated in relation to
the Middle East crisias

M1T oan only reiterate what T have seid about the indispensability
of the United Nations and add that it should be a United Nations
7with enlarged peace-keeping mwere which should override national
govereignties and conflicting interests to the end that peace may
be patiently but finally established,!
: : : ’
 "You will understand, Mr, Seoretary-General, why I take the liberty
of promptly communicating the text of fthis letter to the governments’
directly concerned and to members of the Seourity Council." .

‘Taxt of ﬁ letter from the Director of the C.C.I.A, trensmitted by hand to
all major parties to the conflict and members of the Security Council:

"In face of critical developments in the Middle East, permit me to

make available to you a letter which I, in my ocapacity as Dirsctor of
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, have addressed
to the Seocretary-General of the United Nations. We continue to hope
that reason may prevail in the exercise of restraint and in the effort
to achieve the greatest possible justice through peaceful means.".

B TR

p - Geneva, 6th June, 1967
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TELEPHONE 333400

CABLE ADDRESS:"“ OIKOUMENE" GENEVA

~ WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES INFORMATION

Mb/17-67
7th June; 1967 FOR RELEASE WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 16:00 CET

W.C.C, OFFICERS BACK SECURITY COUNCIL'S

CALL FOR CEASE-FIRE IN MIDDLE EAST

(Geneva) - Support for the U.N. Security Council's efforts to bring about a cease-
fire in the Middle East is contained in a statement issued today by officers of the

World Council of Churches' Central Committee,

In a message addressed to the 223 member churches of the W.C.C. and released to the
press, the Council's officers also urge that the four Great Powers act as mediators

and "proponents of restraint.”

Full text of the officers' statement follows:

-

"As officers of the World Council of Churches we express our anxiety and deep concern
at the new outbreak of hostilities in the Middle East.

- "We urge support of the United Nations action in order that a prompt and equitable

cease-fire under international supervision may be effective. The role of the four
Great Powers as mediators and proponents of restraint should at this moment be used
to the maximum, whether within or outside the Security Council,

"The human hardship and suffering resulting from the present conflict and from the
long unresolved tengions in the Middle East, and particularly the fate of refugees
of various nationalities in the area are ever in our mind and prayers.

"We therefore urge our member churches to make the strongest representation to their
governments to do all in their power to bring about a cessation of hostilities and
to lay the foundations of a just and durable peace. We also ask that they should
especially remcmber in their prayers churches in the area of conflict and all those
who are suffering as a result of hostilities.”

(Signed) Dr. Pranklin Clark Fry, New York, N.Y.
Chairman, Central Committee

Dr. J.R. Chandran, Bangalore, India
Vice Chairman

Dr. Ernmest A. Payne, London, England
Vice Chairman

Dr, Eugene Carson Blake, Geneva
Cenernl Serrotares



RESOLUTION ON MIDDLE EAST -

adopted by the Fourth Assembly of the World Council of Churches

Uppsalg, Sweden, 4 - 19 July, 1968

1. Ve are deeply concerned that the menace of the situation in the
Middle East shows no present sign of abating. The resolutions
of the United Wations have not been implemented, the territorial
integrity of the nations involved is not respected, occupation
continues, no settlement is in sight and a new armament race is
being mounted.

In these circumstances we reaffirm the statement of the Heraklion
Central Committee in August 1967, and make the following points
~ based upon it:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

The independence, territorial integrity and security of all
nations in the area must be guaranteed. Annexation by force
must not be condoned.

The World Council of Churches must continue to joint with all
who search for a solution of the refugee and displaced person
problems.

Full religious freedom and access to holy places must continue .
to be guaranteed to the communities of all three historic
religions preferably by international agreemecnt.

National armaments should be limited to the lowest level
consistent with national seccurity.

The great world powcrs must refrain from pursuing their own
exclusive interests in the area.

2. The forthcoming report of the Special Representative of the
United Nations Secretary General is urgently awaited, and the
Agsembly earnestly hopes that it may open the way to a settlement.

3. It is the special responsibility of the World Council of Churches
and its member churches to discern the ways in which religious
factors affect the situation.




COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Statement adopted by the Executive Committee

Geneva,

Tth August, 1967.

. The deep eonflict which for over twenty years has divided
the Middle East and troubled the whole world and which this year has
broken out in new and bitter fighting, must be of profound concern
to all Christians. The countries involved in it have been the
birthplace of some of the earliest developed human civilizations and
of three of the world's greatest religions, Jewish, Christian and
Muslim,

Since thé béginning of the present crisis the H.C;E, has called

. for a peaceful and just solution. After the outbreak of war, it

urged a speedy cessation of hostilities and insisted that both. the
peoples directly involved in the conflict and the great powers wers

-responsible for the establishment of a just and durabla pecce,

In view of the vast accumulation of human need and sufTering,

of destruction and frustration, and of fears for the future, we axrse
convinced that only a fundamental change of mind on the part of a3l
concerned and a release of new and strong spiritual and maoral forces
can end the cycle of enmity and suspicion. These forces, we believe,
exist below the surface: the problem is to have them liberated and
set to work on the spiritual and material regeneration of the whole
region, '

One result of the events of this year has been to rendex the
situation in the Middle East so fluid that there is in view, perhaps
foxr the first time, a major opportunity. to reshape a brighter future

‘for all peoples concerned. At this time we do not consider it our

task to enter into all the details of a political settlement. We do
hold, however, that the following elements are essential to any
peace founded upon justice and recognition of the equality of all
peoples in the region.

1. Effective international guarantces should be given for the

politiczl independence and territorial integrity of all nations in
the area, ' ) :

'iZ.f Territorial changes: or related political measures in the area
should rest upon international agreements freocly roached betwaen oxr
- accepted by the peoples dlrectly concerned, ;
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'3, There can be neither reconciliation nor significant reconstruction
-in the area unless, in the general settlement, 2 proper and pcrmanent
..s0lution is found -to the problem of the Arab refugces, both old and.
"new. We therefure urge: : _ _

a) That all persons who have been displaced in recent months,
especially those from the West Bank of the Jordan, should be

" allowed to return to their former places of residence as soon
as possible. In our view this will involve an agrecement by
the occupying power:

i) +to extend substantially the period for appllcatlun
to return, and

ii) to provide a form of application that carries na .
' pulltlcnl implications.

0 Na are glad tn learn that on both thesa points. some progress -
"has been made.

+b) That the United Nations should be increasingly involved in
; "both the short-term and lang-term aspects of this problem., With
'+ regard to the short-term aspects, we cmphasise that the continuing
: :and expanding services of UNRWA as a purely humanitarian
organisation are essential. The tendency of major contributing
' governments, even before the present crisis, to reduce their
contributions to the UNRWA budget was alarming; and failure at
this time to meet the whole budget of the agency would be
disastrous. We believe that the refugees must not be abandoned
* by the international community before a proper solut;on has been
fﬂundo &

4, We are particularly concerned about the religious aspects of. the
total situation. In a region whexre communitics of three religions met’
and lived together for long centuries, full religious frecedom must be
"assured to all pexsons and communities. The continued presence and
witness of these faiths and their respective communities must be

- gearanteed, including free access to the holy places in a land of
unique importance for every one of them.

5. While the needs of national security in each case must be

- adequately met, a new armament race must be avoided by the agreed
limitation of national armaments to the lowest level consistent with a
balanced security in the area.

€., @ The Great Powers and the European nations have played a great

role in shaping the political, economic and cultural fate of the

Micddle East. For this reason and because peaoce in this most sensitive
and central area affects the peace of the world, the powers and nations .
_must b2 prepared to co-operntc in the st-bilisation and rzconstruction
of the region by not exploiting their politiczl and commercizl
interests and by lending economic and technical aos s;stance to its
development.
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In menticning these points, wec feecl bound to stress that
political arrangements anc economic contributions cannot by themselves

securec peace
of heart and
for a better
and fruitful

Resting
God, and man

and justice. This can unly spring from a sincere change
mind in the pcoples of the region. The basic conditions
future are not merely the co-existence but the active
co-operation of all these peoples.

firmly on the rock of reconciliction between man and
and man, in Jesus Christ, we lock forward confidently

to the time of crective and joyful reconciliation between Israeli
and Arab, and between Jew, Christian and Muslim, which all men of
goad~will should help to hasten, on the basis of complete mutual
respect and equality, so that the Near East, in perfect dignity for
all its peoples, shall once again make its unique contribution to
the pe2cec and civilisation of the world. '



[ start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



ot ¥

o TGS O P k=AY Lt ...,. W ek e Waiar ..-.---.\..4..- o]

\WORLD JE\:JIQH CONGREBS

CONGRES JUIF MONDIAL - & CONGRESO JUDIO MUNDIAL
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GMR/mdt ' -
- , , Geneva, Januvary 20, 1970C.

To : Dr. Joachim Prinz
Rabbi Henry Siegman «7
. From.; ‘Berhart M, Riegner. i
. % ‘
: I am enclosing herewith the (Tentative Agend? for the

meeting with- the World Council of Churches &g It has been come

municated to me by Mr. Clément Barbey, Assictant to Dr. Carson
. Blake., Please share this document with all those who will '
patticipate in the Geneva meeting.

24 ‘I had a lohg conversation with Mr. EBarbey at the be-
ginning of the week,.in which we discussed some of the details
of the arrancgements for the meetino. The Tollowing is worth- -
while mentianing : -

a) Dr. Blake will unfortunately not be able to he witﬁ"

us on the first day as he has an important previcus segagement
in Germany. He willhowever be with us on the second and third
day. . We cannot complain sbout this as it wss on our request

- that the -m2eting was advanced by one day. O0Onc of his assistants
will take the chair:the f:rst day. :

T “b) Undexr the 1tem “Development and Race", the people
** * of the WCC will ask-us: ‘questions about our position and the
position of thecSouth African Jewish CUmmunlzﬁ)Wlth regard to
the problem of Apartheid. .

. c) Under the item "Looking toward the Future", a number
of aspects have been combined

Lo . 1. Under the first sub-item, we shculd discuss our
pilans with regard to future meetings and this refers both to the
4 "~ . holding of the next general Consultation in fall (date and sub~
ject) and to the smaller meetings with the WCC Ileadership which
WE’WEUld llLa t0 arrangs in—thefutures—— -

dd. UndPr the ‘sub-item GE;;—;} other Faiths",) the

YWCC w;shes to discuss with us their plans of co-operation with
other religions, The projected meet] f the WCC with repre--
-sentatives-oﬁflglam and Buddhiem in (Beiru ill come up. They.

are awage of our criticism both with regard to the exclusion of .

Judaism from this mesting and with regard to the place of the g

meeting. They consider ¥t is their right to hold meetings with

e AP e o 18
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e selected group of religions. There seems to be, however,
considerable criticism inside the WCC as to the choice of the
place. ’

iii, Under the sub-item "Relations with the Roman
Catholic Church", the activities of "Sodapax" will certainly
come up.

iv. Item 4) was included in case we would like to

raise the problem of the Jewish community in Soviet Rusciz «e
in the Arab countries. Qi
— .
V. I was alsc informed that under the genersl item™
"Logking toward the Future" we should bring up the problem of
our relationship with the Orthodox Churches (in Scviet Russia,etz)

OANt: They have not put this as'*a specizl point on the Agenda because

of the susceptibilities of the Orthodox people, but it is wunder-
3§Mh stood that the matter will be raised.
-gawuﬂ
; d) During the first 1 % day, we will nicet mainly with
the people of the staff of the WCC, but may be that one or the
# other Commission Chairman will be present. I was sspecially
assured that the Chairman of the Commission on International
Affairs, Professor Ulrich Scheuner, will attend:
R =
For the rest of the meeting, which means on february 12
in the afternoon and Februsry 13 in-the morning, a number of
Church leaders have been invited to join. I do not have the
full list and it is not yet clear who is accepting the invitation

.

but I have been informed that the list includes the following

Mr. M.M. Thomas (India), Chairman of the Uxecutive and

= '* Central Committees of thec WCC

Dr. John Coventry.Smith (U.5.A:)

Metropolit Méliten (Istanbul)

ProfifJdsM. LoctmanklC .S . R

Rev. Dr. Jacgues Rossel (Switzerland) Member of the
Central Committee

General T. Simatupang (Indonesia) L

Rt.Rev. D0.5. Tomkins (U.K;ngzéhop of Bristol?d

Pastor Jacques Msury (France).

1 Onderstand they have also invited Metropolit Nikodim
of theRussian Church, but they have been informed that he cannot
come two days earlier to attend our meeting (it is obvious that
he has not received the authorisation).

e) It is foreseen that all participants will have
lunch together at the headquarters of the WCC. Arrangements
will be made with the Kosher Restaurant Gzalil to thic effect.
There is also the possibility that on February 12 in the eveninj
we will,have dinner together.
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o T I need as soon as pwssible your communication ac to whoiug
from Americes is definitely participating and when all of youf ar:,é
arriving. I have to make the necesszry hotel bockings and 1 needﬂ

this information as precisely as possible.

It would also help us if we coulc have a3 preliminary
meeting, at least of some of us, in the evening of February 10,
to concert our action.

As to European participation, I have secured the parti=_:
cipation of Chief Rabbi Kaplan (France) =2t least !
a half. " He has unfortunately many other commitre

time. I understand thet Rabbi Goldman will agalm come frem
London, I am alsc trying”to get one cf tie Gecrman Palid
this meeting. I have been in contact with Israsl tc =zecure
Israel's participation.

Y

(A i 9{;-
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AGENDA FOR THE FEETIV"-AT THE ECUMENICAL CENTRE
. OF TH! WORLD LpUdCIL OF CHURCHES' STAFF HEMBIRS
AND CHURCH LEADERS WITH WORLD JCWISE LEADERS

N A

A - World Council of Churches'participation : Staff

“February 1llth.

a.m. 09.00 - 12.30 Discussion of problems related
' to the work of the :
Commission of the Church on In-
ternational Affairs and,
: the Division of Inter-Church Ald
. Refugee and World Service.

12,00 Lunch
p.m. 02.00 = 03300 id.
04,00 ~ 06.00 " Development -~ Race

¢

February 12th.

a.m. 09.30 -~ 12.30 - ; "Looking toward the Future”

1) plans for other meetings
’ ' 2) Men of other Faiths
' 3) relations with the Roman
Catholic Church
4) Human Rignhts and problems
of Minorities
5) other matters.

12.30 Lunch

B - World Council of Churches' participation : Staff and Church Leadersrmﬁ-¥ j

The discussions engaged with the Staff will be
pursued with Church Leaders.

p.m. - 02,00 - 03.30 " Commission of the Church on In-
) : ternational Affairs.
B : Division of Inter-Church Aid,
i : ; . Refugee and World Service
: Tea
& ; Development
Race
04.00 - 06.00 - - 4d.
: e 030 _ Diner
February 13th. _
09.30 ~ 12.30 © = ™"Looking toward the Future"

WA 7 O e
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PRESIDENT
RABR! SOLOMON J. SHARFMAN

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
RABBI IRVING LEHRMAN

2ZND VICE-PRESIDENT
RABBI IRWIN M. BLANK

RECORDING SECRETARY
ROBERT L. ADLER

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
JESS WARD

TREASURER
DAVID ZUCKER

EXECUTIVE VICE.PRESIDENT
- RABB! HENRY SIEGMAN

NATIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL

HONORARY CHAIRMAL
HON. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG

CHAIRMAN
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CONSTITUENT ORGANIZATIONS

CEMTRAL CONFEREMCE OF
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RABBINICAL ASSEMELY
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SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
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January 30, 1970

TO: Members of Geneva Delegation
FYI, Committee on Relations with World Council

of Churches

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman

Enclosed please find a summary of the January 23 meeting
of the Sub-Committee planning the Geneva Agenda.

In regard to the composition of the delegation, Gerhart
Riegner is inviting Chief Rabbi Kaplan of France and
Chief Rabbi Jacobowitz of England. The name of Rabbi
Gacn has also been suggested as an alternative to Rabbi
Jacobowitz., We are still awaiting word regarding Uri

Tal from Israel.

This is to remind you that the U.S. members of the
delegation are to meet for a briefing:

Date: TQEEEgay,_February 5
Time: 1:00 p.m. (a2 sandwich lunch will be served)

Place: Synagogue Council of America
235 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.

Would you also please note that there will be a final
briefing in Geneva on Tuesday, February 10. It will
be the only occasion when we will be able to meet with
memberi of the delegations from other countries in ad-
vance of the WCC consultation.

I am also enclosing a final draft of the proposed
memorandum to Msgr. Rijk incorporating the latest
changes suggested by our agencies.

Warmest regards.



Summary of Meeging of Special Sub-Committee !

of the Committee of Relations with
the World Council of Churches

"

January 23, 1970

_ In attendance were Rabbis Balfour Brickner, Arthur Hertzberg, Joachim
P;inz, James Rudin, and Henry Siegman., Alsc Zvi Caspi and Jacob Aviad of
the Israel Consulate.

It was agreed that it would be helpful if we were supplied with
factual background.papers on five major areas: 1) the two- and four-

" +
power talks, 2) Arab refugees, 3) the administration of the occupied areas,
4) Israel's development efforts in the "third world," and 5) the claims for a
Palestinian nationalism. We agreed that members of the delegation would
meet for lunch Thursday, February 5 through the afternoon to discuss the
Geneva agenda and to be briefed by members of the Israeli delegation to
the United Nations, particularly on the subject of third world involvement.

It was further agreed that the U. S. delegates to tﬂe Geneva consultation
would meet ip Geneva with the Jewish delegates from other éountries one day
prior to the consultation, that is, on Tuesday, February 10. Ambassador
Kidrom in Geneva, and Hava Areli, who is apparently extremely knowledgeable
about the third world problems, will participate in that briefing.

In a discussion of who would pargiciﬁatelin the U. S. delegation, it was
agreed that the participants should include Rabbi Joachim Prinz for World
Jewish Congress, Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg for Synagogue Council, Rabbi Henry
Siegmén for Synagogue Council, Rabbi Balfour Brickner for UAHC, ﬁabbi Wolfe

B

Kelman for the RA, and hopefully Rabbi Israel Klavan for the RCA and Rabbi

@

Marc Tannenbaum for the American Jewish Committee.

B'nai B'rith-ADL representatives had raised some questions about their

participation in our committee at the last meeting. Dr. Benjamin Epstein
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was to have attended this meeting but called to say he could not make it,.
With regard to additionél Jewish participation, these would probably
include Dr. Gerhart Riegner for the World Jewish Congress, Dr. Z. Schuster
for_American Jewish Committee, either Chief Rabbi Kaplan of France or Prof.
Neﬁer (I subsequently learned from Dr. Riegner that Neher was invited but
was unable to attend, and he is now exploring the possibility of Kaplan's
attendance). For England, the names of Rabbi Isaac Levy, presently

¥

associated with the Jewish National Fund, and William Frankel of the London
‘

Jewish Chronicle were suggested. Also Rabbi Rosen from Romania, and Abe

Munk, presently in the United States, to represent Latin America. The names

of Professors Urbach and Katz of the Hebrew University were suggésted for

Israel.

(In a subsequent conversation .with Riegner, he expressed the feeling
that neither Urbach nor Katz have the proper background for participation
in a working session with the World Council of Churches. He suggested
instead that we invite Uri Tal of Israel, a man with considerable éxperience
in integfeligious relations.)

It was reported that American Jewisﬁ Committee had proposed that we call
our committee the "Jewish Consultative Committee for Interreligious Affairs."
American Jewish Committee also proposea that there be a rotating secretariat
in three or four places, including the U. S., Rome, Geneva, and Latin

America. It was agreed that these suggestions be explored following the

Geneva consultation.
-
With regard to the question of B'nai B'rith-ADL participation, it was
pointed out that that organization seems to object to a permanent structure
and would rather see the entire enterprise on a completely ad hoc basis. It

was agreed that this is not possible since the relationship of Synagogue .

Council and World Jewish Congress is an established one and not ad hoe. Rabbi

Ce
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Rudin indicated, on behalf of Amarican Jewish Committee, that his agency
is interested in working out a relationship with ;his committee also on

a permanent rather than an ad hoc basis. We will therefore inform B'nai
B'rith-ADL that we would welcome their participation with the understanding
that'tﬁey are dealing with an established structure. If they choose, they
may wish to consider their owm participation in the Geneva consultation as
being of an ad hoc character,

It was agreed that our objective, in terms of our relationships with
the World Council of Churches, would be oﬁ—going consultation, on a small,
working-party level, between a Jewish Secretariat comprised of three or
four people, and a peer group in the World Council of Churches, to meet
three or four times a year. In addition, there would be a larger annual
plenum whose agenda wogld be prepared by the smaller Secretariat. The
iﬁplication of such a structured, on-going relationship is that neither
community should take any major action affecting the interests of the other

without first discussing such action in advance with the other party through

these newly established structures.

Rabbi James Rudin volunteered to prepare brief summaries for each of

w -

the major agenda items a) of the issues involved and b) of specific
policy recommendations we wish to advancé. He hoped to have this available

by this coming Monday.
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Geneva, September 15, 1969.

CONFIDENTIAL
MEMO
To ¢ Habbi Henry Siegman
From ¢ Gerhart M. Riegner
! Re : World Council of Churches' Statement on the Middle East

Following my memo of September 4, I wish to report that I had last
week a long conversation with Dr., Llfan Rees, the Seorstary of the Com-
mission of the Churches on Intermational Affairs of the WCC. Present at
the conversation was also Mr. Leopoldo Juan Niilus, the new Director of
the New York Office of.the Commission of the Churches on International
APfairs, who succeeded Dr. Frederick Nolde in this position.

"The conversation was entirely devoted to an exchange of views on
the meaning of the statement on the Middle kast adopted at the recent
meeting of the Central Committee of the WCC in Canterbury.

I conveyed to Dr. Rees the disappointment felt in many Jewish
circles about the contents of the statement and the discouragement which
many may feel with regard to the usefulness of our Consultations. I
stated that I did not share that view and was on the contrary of the
opinion that the situation called for even moreintense confrontations on
all levels, notably on the national level., I would, however, be grateful
if he would give me his interpretation of the statement and would also
inform me of what had happened in Canterbury durirg the discussions. I
shall summarize some of the main points of Dr. Rees' reply.

1, Dr. Rees started by saying that the situation had been quite
well interpreted by Rev. Simpson in his recent statement to the "Jewish
Chronicle'". There had been very violent Arab pressure, but there had

been nevertheless an effort towards arriving at a balanced statement.

The Arab pressure had made itself felt already in the preliminary meeting
of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs which had taken
place in March and to whose deliberations he had referred when reporting
to us during the Consultation at the end of May.

There were only 4 or 5 representatives of the liddle Eastern
Churches on the Central Committee which consisted of 120 persons, but
these few had been very vocal and combative. One should also not forget
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that there was a considerable amount of sympathy for them on the part of
the delegates from Eastern Durope. Rees added, however, that the Eastern
European support had been much more outspoken at the preliminary meeting
in March than during the meeting in Ulanterbury. Actually, during the
discussions on the Middle EBast situation in Canterbury, none of the
Eastern Turopean delegates (including Metropolit Nicodem) had opened

hia mouth.

2. Dr. Rees analyzed in detaill the various points of the state-—
ment and said that Points 1. and 3. had to be read together.

a) As to point 1, he stressed that it was indeed the first time
that they had in any of their resolutions spoken about "the political
independence and territorial integrity of all nations in the area, in-
cluding Israel". The words "including Israel" had been inserted clearly
in order to force the Arabs to zccept that idea expressly. He considered

this as important.

b) He emphasized that point 3 did not declare that the State of
Israel had done an injustice to the Palestinian Arabs, but referred to
the injustice done to the Palestinian Arabs by the great Powers ("in sup-
porting the establishment of the State without protecting the rights of
the Palestinians"). When I tried to argue that the point 3 was, from a
" historical point of view as a whole nonsensical and explained the real
development of events as they had happened after the partition decision,
~ Dr. Rees remarked that one of the American representatives had argued in
the same way in the discussion of Canterbury, but had been then immediate-
ly interrupted by Bishop Samuel, the spokesman of the liiddle Zastern
churches, who stated that the Arabs would not accept point 1. unless
point 3 was maintained and they would even oppose the whole statement.
It became clear that the Committee had accepted point 3 as a
compromise under Arab pressure, obviously in order to obtain some agree-—

ment at all.

¢) Dr. Rees underlined the importance of the reference in
point 4 to the needs of all refugees and of the specific mentioning of
both Arabs and Jews in this conncction. The reference to the Jews was
meant to cover their efforts to help the Jews in Iraq, Syria and Egypt
and the mention of "the basic idea of legitimate free movementi" had been
inserted with an unequivocal reference to that situation.

i) Dr. Rees‘also commented on point 7 which asks "to avoid the
misuse of the Bible in support of partisan political views". He mentioned
that the original formulation of this clause had been even wider to cover
the misuse of the Koran, threats of holy war, etc. It had been felt later
that they should not comment on non-Christian documents and therefore the
point had been limited to the misuse of the Bible. I understcod that the
main intention had been to prevent the misuse of the New Testament for
political purposes, although this point can of course also be understood
to be directed against the Jews and their use of the Bible. (Generally
speaking, however, when a Christian document speaks of the Bible, it usual-
ly means the New Testament.)

R



e) We had a long discussion on the significance of point 8, which
speaks of initiating discussions with Christians, Jews and Moslems "as to
the guardianship of the Holy Places, the status of Jerusalem and the
people of the city". I asked Dr. Rees whether this formulation and the
inclusion of the words "the status of Jerusalem" was a departure from
the previous stand taken by the WCU. I reminded him of his statement at
our Consultation in May, in which he had stressed th.t the concern of the
WCC was limited to the guardianship of the Holy Places and the wellbeing
of the people of Jerusalem, and that the political status of the city was
a political question which was of no concern to them. Dr. Rees first
denied that there was a fundamental departure from thelr previous stand.
He reminded me that already in the declaration adopted at their meeting
in Heraklion two years ago, they had refused to recognise territorial
changes brought about by military conguest and this had been a clear re—
ference to the status of the old city of Jerusalem. I argued that thers

was a considerable difference between these formulas,

I feel personally that though point 8 speaks only of "initiating
discussions" on these various problems and does not speak in any way of
"internationalisation of Jerusalem", the formula is apt to be interyreted
by various people in various ways and it szems fo imply that it does not
exclude a discussion ra internationalisation.

Dr. Rees stressed in this connection that the declaration had
been adopted before the El-Agqsah Mosque fire. The formula had therefore
nothing to do with the excitement which has occurred afterwards. He
added that he regretted that Israel had not accepted the idea of an inter-
national inquiry commission. He could not understand why this line was
taken in this case as obviously lsrael had no responsibility whatsoever
for that fire and had such excellent cards in her hands.

Bw Dr. Rees told me that the WCC had received a number of letters
of protest in connection with the statement on the Middle East. These
protests originated mainly from individuals. There had, however, been
also, between the meeting of the Commission of the Churches on Interna-
tional Affairs and the Canterbury mceting, 2 letter from the Chairman of
the American Jewish Committee (not a telegram as I was told in another
conversation). This had met with considerable resentment in their own
circles as it was considered as an ocutside interference and Dr. Blake had

sent a rather sharp reply.

They were unwilling to reply to all the individual letters but
he was preparing a statement which would explain their attitude and which
would be sent to all those who had written to them. 1 suggeGted that this
explanatory note should also be sent by him to all those who had taken
part in the Consultation in May. He agreed and suggested that this should
be done by the joint secretaries of the Consultation.

4. In this connecticn he said that he had done his best in Canter-
bury "to hold our brief", but he was the servant of the Central Committee
and there were certain limits to his action. . He could not criticize its
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decisions publicly even if on some points he did not share entirely the
views which were expressed in these decisions. He confirmed in this con-
nection that the new Central Committee h.d shown a tendency towards
greater independence than its predeces%or. There were also certain limits
to what he — Dr. Rees — could put in writing. He suggested, however, in
view of the fact that he would be in New York in the second half of
October, in connection with the UN General Assembly, to meet with the
American participants of the Consultation and have a frank discussion with
them on the Canterbury decisions. I mentioned that I would also be in

New York at the time and could be prezent at such a meeting. He was de—
lighted about this proszect and asked me definitely to arrunge for such a
meeting to take place in New York in the last week of Uctober. Dr. Niilus
also expressed the desire to participate in this mueting os he would also
be in New York at the time.

I believe this is an excellent idea and appropriate arrangements
should be made to hold this meeting at the end of Cctober.

5. I raised with Dr. Rees also the role Professor Scheuner had
played in the discussions on the Middle Eastezn questicn. I told him
that Scheuner had been mentioned in some press reports and this had made
a very bad impression on some Jewish circles who were aware that
Scheuner's behaviour during the National-Jocialist period had not becn
beyond reproach. Rees said that Professor Scheuner was at present the
Chairman of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs but
had not taken any part at all in the debate on the Middle Eastern situa-—
tion. He had only reported to the ventral Ccmmittee the decisions of ihe
Commigsion and the views which were reported were not his ovm but those
of the Commission. In general, Ur. Rees confirmed my imprecsion that the
German delegates on the Uentral Committce were usually taking a very po-—
sitive attitude in all questions regarding the Jews or Israel. He also
remarked that at the Canterbury meeting one of the German delegates had
spoken on these lines.

6. Finally, Dr. Rees told me that a conference called by the WCC

on the Arab refugee problem would take place in Nicosia at the end of
September, and he hoped that in view of the fact that the political dis-
cussion had taken place in Canterbury, this conference would not deal with
the political issues but with practical problems of ald and assistance to
the Arab refugees.

He also told me that he had writien a letter to Ambassador
Comey commenting on the Canterbury decisions and announcing his intention
to go to Israel after the Conference of Nicosia, i.e. in the beginning of
October. He expressed the hope that this visit would be welcome and that
he would have an opportunity of continuing hic discussions with high
Israeli officials at this occasion.

FT R i e e e e
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January 9, 1970

FROM: Rabbi‘Henry Siegman

: T N 3
TO:. - Interagency-Committee re: Israel and the
'.'VChristian Community

Under separate cover you have received a notice for
the next meetlng of the COmmlttee which is to take

place-
DATE: Thursday, January 15, 1970
TIME: 3:00 P.M. -

PLACE: Synagogue Counc1l of America
235 Fifth Avenue L
Ngw York,-N.Y. (corner 27th Street) b

I wish tb*inform:yoﬁ that I have asked three of our
colleagues on our Committee to assume the following
responsibilities: '

1) Rabbi Solomon Bernards of ADL to make an
~inventory of Jewish organization programs
- directed at Christian newspapers, periodicals -
and other cChurch media.

2) Rabbi Balfour Brickner of UAHC to make an
inventory of programs on the local level,
= such as clergy seminars, institutes in
collaboration with seminaries, etc.

3) " Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the American Jewish
Committee to make an inventory of relations
with national denominational and ecumenical

bodies.




On the basis of their findings, Rabbis Bernards, Brickner
and Tanenbaum will submit their own assessments of weak-
nesses and strengths in each of these areas, and their
recommendations for the guidance of our Committee.

I am informing you of this development in the hope that you
will see to it that your agency will cooperate fully with
Sol Bernards, Balfour Brickner and Marc Tanenbaum when they
contact you in connection with the assignments they have
undertaken. i

It will, of course, take some time to complete these reports.
I hope however that we will be able to receive interim re-
ports when we meet next Thursday.

Kindest regards.
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January 5, 1970

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N. Y.

Dear Marc:

At the last meeting of the Interagency Committee that is
dealing with the problem of Arab propaganda in the Churches,
it was suggested (I think you were the one who made the
suggestion) that we compile an inventory of contacts and
programs that the participating agencies have (1) in local
communities and with local institutions, (2) with national
denominational bodies and ecumenical agencies.

I would like to ask you to undertake such an inventory in

the second category on behalf of the Interagency Committee,

I would hope that you will be able to include not only the
contacts and programs that exist, but also the areas that
presently go uncovered, e. g. annual conventions, denomina-
tional commissions dealing with the Middle East with which
we have no contacts, etc. Such a report, along with your own
recommendations as to what can and should be done to fill
unmet needs, would constitute a basic working document for
the Committee. :

I trust this is something vou will agree to undertake, and
that you will be able to submit at least an interim report
the next time the Committee meets.

Many thanks and best wishes.

Sincerely yours,
i )

Rab iegman

1ve Vice President

_._.,n...

HS/jv
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235 FIFTH AVENUE

October 2,

.MEMORANDUM

Rabbi Israel Klavan

TO: Consul Yakov Aviad
Minister Avraham Avidar Mr. Morris Laub
Mr. Julius Berman Dr. Joseph Lichten
Rabbi Solomon Bernards Rabbi A. James Rudin
Rabbi Balfour Brickner Dr. Avraham Saltes
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld
Mr. Philip Jacobson Dr. Seymour Siegel
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

FROM: ' Rabbi Henry Siegman

SUBJECT: October 9th All-Day Conference

Following up earlier memoranda on the subject, this will con-
firm arrangements for an all-day conference on Thursday,
October 9th, to be devoted to an assessment of our respective
approaches and programs in interpreting Israel to the Chris-
tian' community.

The conference will be held in the T.I. Building - Room 301,‘
Jewish Theological Seminary, 3080 Broadway, New York City.
We will begin promptly at 10:00 a.m., and conclude at 4:30 p.m.

Rabbi Balfour Brickner; Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, and Rabbi
Solomon Bernards have agreed to serve on a committee that
will arrange the agenda for the day's consultations.

.You will recall that we had decided on this consultation

because we agreed to the need for a number of hours of un-
interrupteg study of the difficult problems we face in this
work. I trust, therefore, that you will plan to spend that
entire period with us, without interruptions.

1f there are one or more individuals whose participation in

this consultation in your judgement would be beneficial,
please call me so that we can extend an invitation to them.

-

HS/gp
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Date: Octcber 3, 1969

From

Rebbi:Balfour Brickner

"To Rabbi Henry Siegman

-Coi:y for information of Rabbi Panenbaum, Dr. Id Chtéi;l._ﬁal.!hi Bernards

Subject _October 9, 1969 Meeting

AW is the fruit of our labors.: Okay?

B.B.

/min
Attactment
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10200 a.m.

Outline for Meeting on

ISR&EI.ANDTHECHRISTIANCW

Octobe.r 9, 1969

Wha.t is 'hhe Image of Israel in the Christian Conmnity_'? -
. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum to start.
A)_ Prior asaumptions -
' + Christien ignorance
B) Chenged 'asumptions -
From neutrality to negativism
Distinction between national and local
Distinction between organizational and loca.l
_ common man attitudes J
' ¢) How programs reflected earliar asaumpbions and reﬂect naw':-
changed a.ssum:ptiom. . '
~ Discussion i
Lunch  (After lunch, Session II)

12{15 P.m.

What Do We Need? «

Dr. Joe Lichten a.nd Rabb:. Sol Bernarda to in:l.tia.te. : .

A) Use of new techniques -

Mess media
Women's groups
. Etc.
B) New audiences -
Youth, Christien and Jew, and their attitudes
toward Israel/Middle East

C) New Initiatives: Political analysis of the American
' cammnity -- Ch:"istian and Jewish

D) Problem of American Council for Judaism and :I.'bs impact on -
Christian bodies, o

(continued)



Outline for October 9, 1969 meeting , ) . Page?2

III.

What Shall We Do? =
Rabbi Brickner to initiate,

A)  Bring rabbis together,

B) Work with seminaries

¢) Work with radical youth
D) Offer assistance to local cammnities

- E) Use mass media.

How? - | |
A) Relating individual crganizations to over-all effort and goal.

Prepared and submitted by:

e s N8, -'"—'—'-Ra.'bi:ri Balfour Brickner
. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
Dr. Joseph L%.chten

© October 3, 1969 .

W
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September 12, 1969

TO: Rabbi Solomon Bernards Morris Laub
Rabbi Balfour Brickner Dr. Joscph Lichten
Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg Dr. Abraham Saltes
Philip Jacobson Rabbi TFabian Schonfeld

Rabbi Wolfe Kelman Dr. Seymour Siegel
Rabbi Israel Klavan Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman

SUBJECT: October 9th All-Day Conference

This is to inform you that at the meeting of the
committee that was held on September 9th, it was
agreed that we devote an entire day - preferably

at a hotel, removed from telephones and other dis-
fractions - to assess our respective approaches

and programs in interpreting Israel to the Christian
community.

This will confirm that such an all-day conference

will be held on Thursdax, October 9th. I hope to
———— y
be able to send you an agenda and the location of

the meeting next week.

In the meantime, kindly clear the date on your calen-
dar, and please let me know the names of individuals
who you feel should be invited to join us at this

meeting. winld -ei.t-w-(_ —E;\ luwd-'-tqh 111_? ~ L

i |
o Mobvne offos Dok

Kind reggrds.
| E’M N

1S :
/9p .

1
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1926 - se86 . _ MEMORANDUM

PRESIDENT -
. RABBII JACOB PHILIP RUDIN

teT VIGE:-PRESIDENT FROM: Rabbi Henry Siegman
= RABBI SOLOMON J. SHARFMAN

2np VICE-PRESIDENT

RABBI IRVING LEHRMAN TO:  Synagogue Council of America Committee
NATIONAL SECRETARY on Relations with World Council of
HON. HERBERT TRHZN Churches and the Vatican

O R ORERT L. ADLER _ , o
SUBJECT: Meeting with Dr. Eugene Carson Blake

TREASURER
MEYER H. ROBINSON

EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT On Tuesday morning, October 21, a delegation
Sl SN of Synagogue Council of America and World Jewish
: : ' Congress representatives met with Dr, Eugene
NARERAL AR E AN, Carson Blake at the U.S. office of the World
O AT . ot . Council of Churches. The meeting resulted
T from a conversation I had with Dr. Eugene L.
JACK A. GOLDFARB Smith, Executive Secretary of the New York
. office of the World Council of Churches,
e ot it The following attended the meeting: Rabbi
- RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY Solomon J. Sharfman, President, Synagogue
ST GounaIliop AR Council of America; Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg,
~AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS Chairman of the Committee on Relations with
MBI GF CRINGDENX. IR iSH World Council of Churches and the Vatican;
CONGREGATIONS OF AMERICA !, .
UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA Dr. Joachim Prinz and Dr. Gerhart Riegner

of the World Jewish Congress, and I. For
the U.S. Conference of World Council of
Churches, in addition to Dr. Blake and Dr.
Smith were Dr. Robert Dodds (of the National
Council of Churches) and Rev. Charles Lutz,
an associate of Dr. Smith.

Dr. Prinz opened the meeting and expressed
our concern about recent developments within
the World Council of Churches re: the Middle
East, particularly the August meeting in
Canterbury and the more recent consultation



. in Cyprus. These developments seem to suggest a trend

that we find disturbing. At the same time, he commended
Dr. Blake. for his courageous remarks at the Cyprus meet-
ing. Dr. Prinz indicated that in light of these and
other concerns, ‘the annual Jewish-Christian consultation
that takes place in Geneva is-entirely inadequate for the
flow of information and communication that should take
place on a year-round basis. What is indicated is a
more structured relationship thet will enable us to
consult with one another during the course of the year

as these issues arise,

Dr. Blake pointed to the growing strength of the Ortho-
dox churches within the World Council of Churches in
explanation of some of the recent developments to which
we referred. He stressed, however, that the Cyprus
consultation, which was attended largely by Arab churches,
and which adopted a resolution calling on the World
Council of Churches to assume a political role in

support of the Arab refugees, had no binding force

of the World Council of Churches. He said that should
this recommendation be presented publicly, at the U.N,

or elsewhere, as a policy of the World Council of Churxches,
WCC officials (and particularly Dr. Elfan Rees} have
been officially instructed to deny such allegations.

Dr. Blake expressed strong objections to the role some -
Israelis have played at the conferences of the World
Council of Churches. He said that they come with press
credentials but in fact serve as lobbyists who inject
themselves improperly into the internal affairs of his
organization. He made it clear that this is something
he would no longer permit.

Rabbi Hertzberg picked up on this point and suggested
that these activities, as well as cables that are sent
by various Jewish organizations to influence WCC de-
cisions (and with which WCC officials have expressed
annoyance), are the result of our having failed to
establish a satisfactory relationship. He observed’
"“we have been meeting as if we were carrying on an
illicit affair in back rooms of international motels."
It would be far more desirable if we developed &
structure for official, ongoing consultation so

that matters of concern to the Jewish community
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can be fully discussed before they are taken up by
the World Council of Churches, with the confidence
that our positions are well known and understood.

Rabbi Hertzberg also reiterated our concern that
the Protestant Churches seem increasingly to see
themselves as propagandists for the Arab cause.

Dr. Blake replied affirmatively to the issue of
ongoing relations and pointed out that the prob-
lem for the WCC has always been one of finding

an appropriate parallel Jewish international
structure to relate to. He referxrred to the first
consultation with World Jewish Congress, to which
officials of the NCC objected strenuously on the
grounds that the SCA had not been involved. He
was pleased, therefore, with the new relation-
ship that was established between SCA and the
World Jewish Congress, for this now solves the
issue of "relationships" for the WCC. He indi-
cated that he and his associatewculd meet with
Dr. Riegner in Geneva to work out the structure
for an ongoing consultative relationship that will
enable the Jewish and Protestant communities to
discuss significant issues during the course of
the year. -

He also informed us that he is in the process of
recommending a complete restructuring of the WCC.
The new structure, to be implemented in 1972, will
hopefully reflect the understanding of the WCC that
a Committee on Relations with the Jews cannot be
located in its missionary division.

HS: me
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REPORT ON CONSULTATION BETWEEN WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES AND REPRESENTA-
TIVES OF WORLD JEWISH BODIES - HELD AT THE ECUMENICAL CENTER OF THE '

—WCC, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, FEBRUARY 11 - 13, 1970

~ spokesmem) Dr, Shmar

A three-day consultation between officers and key staff of the World
Council of Churches and a delegation of representatives of world Jew-
ish bodies was held at the WCC headquarters in Geneva from February
11-13, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, WCC General Secretary, was chairman
of the consultation, Dr. Joachim Prinz of the World Jewish Congress,
was chairman of the Jewish delegation, completing his two years of
service in this pOSéhlon. The Jewish delegation designated as their

yau Talmon, Professor of the Bible, Hebrew University,
Jerusalem, and Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, National Interreligious Affairs
Director of The American Jewish Committee. '
on /nddle Eag
This consultation was the most significant and far reaching, in my judg-
ment, of the three that have been convened thus far, and for the follow-
ing reasons: |

1) This marked the first time that the World Council and representative
Jewish bodies met on an official basis. The official character of the
consultation was underscored by the fact that invitations were extended

by the head of the WCC, Dr. Blake, to Jewish representatives, and also
by the fact that the consultation was held at the WCC headquarters in

~<_ >\ Geneva. In addition, there was a ready agreement on the part of the

4

WCC officials to issue a joint communique at the close of the consulta-

——— tion for issuance to the general and religious press, as well as through’

the official Ecumenical Press Service._

The-significance of - this development is that it-lifts the relation-
ship between the WCC and representatives of the world Jewish community
on to a new level of public and formal relationships. The previous two

“consultations were convened on an informal level and were held in hotel

rooms in Geneva, giving the impression that there was some embarrassment
and need for withholding information about the meeting of world
Protestantism and world Jewry. There was no publicity attending the
prior two consultations and there was no report of any kind in the
Ecumenical Press Service.

In March 1969 the WCC held a meeting with a group of Muslim repre-
sentatives near Geneva. Althoughf that consultation was regarded as
unofficial, it was reported by the WCC in its press media. The time
had come for the WCC and the Jewish community to cease acting as though
they were carrying on an illicit relationship in the bedrooms of inter-
national motels. (As one Jewish delegate put it). The willingness

KW
e
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____with which Dr, Blake, the officers and staff of -the WCC-agreed to go

public and honest in their relationships with the Jewish community was
an encouraging sign to the Jewish delegation and indicated that the
possibility of creative new relationshlp between Christians and Jews
was now developing. -

2) The seriousnesswith which the Jewish community has begun to view
its relatlonshlp with the WCC and its 242 member denominations is re-
flected in the fact that representatives of Jewish organizations, both
religious and communal, undertook to organize a new instrument that
would enable them to relate on a cooperative basis with the WCC., The
instrument is still being formed and its working title for the moment
is "The World Jewish Consultative Committee for Interreligious Affairs.
At present this consultative committee consists of the American Jewish
Committee, the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, the Synagogue
Council of America and its constituent Orthodox, Conservative, Reform
and rabbinic and congregational bodies, and the World Jewish Congress,
which daims mewmberships in some 52 countries., This coordinating body,
operating on an ad hoc and somewhat exploratory. basis, arranged for
the agreement with the WCC on a common agenda for the consultation

and also agreed on the delegates from various countries. Among the
countries from which Jewish representatives came were Great Britain,
France, Germany, Israel, Sw1tzerland and the United States of America.

While the organlzatlon of thlS consultatlve committee has proven

~_.-to be useful for the purposes of organizing these past three consulta-

_tions with the WCC, its present status and future development are far
from clear and for the following reasons: ~

(a) During a meeting of the Jewish delegation in Geneva, represen-
tatives from various European countries, and especially from Israel
and the United States, were deeply disturbed by the presumption of the
World Jewish Congress and others to seek to 'organize' Jewish communi-
ties around the world without adequate consultation with the appropriate
representative bodies in these communities, For example, a representa-
tive from .Israel said that he resented that the WCC undertook either

to represent Israel or unilaterally to designate an Israeli representa-
tive without prior consultation with at least such groups as the Israel
" Interfaith Committee or the Academic Interfaith Rainbow Group, not to
speak of representative non-political Israeli bodies. An American
representative indicated that the two major Jewish communities in the
world today reside in Israel and the United States of America and they
should provide the primary foci for the organization of any truly
representative worldwide Jewish body. Representatives of the Chief.
Rabbinate of the United Kingdom and of France were also disturbed over
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a move toward establishing such a worldwide body without their chief
rabbis and Jewish lay leadership having an opportunity to deliberate
and make their own decisions as to their official participation,

There was also a question raised regarding adequate representation
from Eastern European countries as well as from Latin America and

from some Jewish communities in Asia and Africa. There are major Jew-
ish institutions, namely, for example, in Latin America that are not
member bodies of the World Jewish Congress. ' '

While the debate was vigorous and feelings were strong about these
issues, there was common consent that such a world Jewish consultative
body on interreligious affairs was essential, but that if it is to be
effective its internal relationships must be worked out in a respon-
sible way and that any effort at manipulation or gerrymandering for
institutional purposes would prove counter productive to the cause of
Israel and the Jewish people., For those reasons the report in The New
York Times of February 14, 1970 in which the World Jewish Congress
took institutiomal credit for "organizing the Jewish delegation' and
made no mention of the fact that the Jewish consultative body had in
fact been responsible for organizing this consultation was viewed with
great resentment on the part of the majority of the members of the
Jewish delegation. The distress of the Jewish representatives was
deepened by the fact that WJC representatives joined with other Jewish

~agency representafives in a special committee, together with WCC

designated representatives, to draft a joint communique for issuance
to the press. The Jewish representatives, including Drs., Prinz and

_Riegner, agreed on exact language, especially with reference to the

identification of the member agencies of the Jewish community. The

- Story that the WJC gave to the New York Times violated the agreement,

- both in spirit and inlanguage, what the Jewish delegation had agreed

upon,

Representatives of U. S. Jewish bodies are meeting this weel: to
work out a formula that will put an end to this institutional triumphal-
ism, In addition, the practice of the WIC to designate only its
representatives to the follow=-up committee left a bad impression on the
other Jewish delegates. The Jewish delegates from the non WJC agencies
have consulted over the weekend and have determined that the Jewish
Steering Committee which will meet twice a year with WCC representa=-

. tives to plan further joint programing will include on its five member

steering committee representatives fromron WJC agencies who have sub-
stantial programing in Jewish-€hristian relations in the United States
and abroad. Should the relationship with the WJC not work out, the
Jewish agencies with the most substantial experience and investment
in Jewish-Christian programing will move to create their own structure
to relate effectively and responsibly to the WCC and the Vatican. How-

ever, every effort will be made to work out first a viable relationship
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with the WIC before other alternatives are developed,

3) THE WCC-JEWISH CONSULTATION

_The most important insight that emerged out of this consultation,
for this observer, was that the Jewish community is now engaged in
two separate dialogues with the World Council of Churches. The first
dialogue involves Jews in depth relationships with Western Christians,
especially European Christians, whose relationship to the Jewish
people, Judaism, and the people and state of Israel is decisively
shaped by theexperience of both Christians and Jews with the Nazi
holocaust. Both the alienation and the reconciliation cannot be
understood apart from that reality which dominated every aspect of
Western Christian and Jewish relationships at Geneva. The second
level of dialogue = and this is altogether new for the majority of
. the Jewish representatives = took place with Christian leaders from
the Third World - African and Asian countries. The primary preoccupa-
tions of the Asian and African Christians are with their own problems,
namely, development, race relations, liberation movements, nation
building. In that perspective Jewish-Christian relations are not a
iy central concern, and the Nazi holocaust appears to be of little more.
" T~ consequence than a footnote in Western history textbooks. The tendency
jﬁ~_ﬁlsgf;most_of the Asian and African Christians at the opening of this
, consultation was to view the state of Israel as a creation of nineteenth
-—— century European nationalism, with the implicit _judgment that this was
reactionary or bad nationalism in contrast to Third World nationalism
which they perceive as progressive or good natlonallsm, indeed, the
wave of the future. : -

—
—_————

Ongof the most important intellectual and emotlonal perceptions
‘that began to take shape at this consultation was the assertiom by
Prof. Talmon and myself that Israel must be preserved as part and parcel
of third world movements of national self-determination and nation
. buildinz. Both of us made the point that (a) Israel's population
~ is presently close to 60 percent Oriental and that given the higher rate
" ~of population growth among Oriental Jews Israel will become by the end
of the decade a predominately Oriental and Asiatic country indigenous
to the third world; (b) despite its preoccupation with military
defense and physical survival, Israel has carried out a development
and technical assistance program in 65 countries of Asia and Africa and
Latin America, ' Some 11,000 black Africans and colored Asians have been
~ . . trained in Israel since 1948 in technical assistance, development, and
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nation building skills; (c) Israel stands at the crossroads of the
Western world and the third world and its experience as an Asian
nation appropriating Western technological skills has the deepest
implications as a model for third world nations; (d) the emerging
dominance of Oriental Jewry is already having far reaching implica-
tions for the religious, cultural, and intellectual life of Israel
which contributes toward a deepen1ng afflnlty for Asian and African
culture, ~

This detailed discussion in terms of reconceptualizing Israel as part
and parcel of the third world seemed to come as much as a novelty if
not revelation to some of the Jewish representatives as it quite
clearly did to many of the Western Christians and certainly did to the
Asian and African Christians, The latter had perceived Israel over=-
whelmingly in terms of its Western origins, 1Indications of how this
discussion led to shifts in perspective on the part of Asian and African
Christians of the WCC were seen in two episodes. During the discussion
of the WCC Canterbury resolution of August 1969 and the Cyprus declara-
tion of September 29-October 1969, adopted by the Near East Council of
Churches,Dr. M. M. Thomas of India, chairman of the WCC Executive
Committee,expressed very strong feelings against the '"'religious
nationalism'" of Israel. He described at length and with much feeling
his opposition to Hindu nationalism and his struggle against Islamic
nationalism in India. He said that he has given his life to building

a secular national state in India. In the debate that followed Jewish
‘representatives acknowledged the complexity of the Jewish identity

- problem in Israel but indicated that heretofore Christians who had

- taken strongly critical positions against the relationship of religion
to nation~state in Israel appear to do so selectively because at no
time were similar concerns expressed regarding the 14 Islamic states
surrounding Israel in which the constitutions establish Islam as the
official state religion. This question grows out of the special
histories and semitic cultures of the Middle East and Wwhile the demands
of the twentieth century may well require transformations along Western
models of democratic, pluralist societies, those expectations should be
expressed appropriately in relation to the total situation in the
Middle East and not selectively and on a double standard with regard to
Israel alone., Incidentally, the frankness of that discussion led to

" an acknowledgment on the part of Dr. Thomas that he needed more first
hand information about the situation in Israel, When Prof. Talmon
publicly extended to him an invitation to visit Israel as the guest of
the Hebrew University, Dr. Thomas spontaneously accepted to visit
Israel. :
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Ancother crucial illustration of this shift of the WCC to @ third world
orientation and its profound implications for Jews and Judaism was
reflected in a discussion of a report by Dr. Stanley Samartha, also of
India. As Associate Director of the Department on Studies in Mission
and Evangelism Dr, Samartha is in charge of organizing a consultation
in March 1970 in Beirut, Lebanon, on the theme "The WCC in Dialogue
with Men of Living Faiths." The consultation will involve 40 men and
women who represent the faiths of Christianity, Hinduism, Buddhism, and
"Islam. There will be no representatives of Judaism. Prior to this
consultation I wrote to Dr, Blake expressing my consternation at such a

- development. He replied that he expected Dr., Samartha to explain this

matter at this consultation., Dr. Samartha, who is a very impressive
Professor of Philosophy and Comparative Religion, made a very skillful
presentation in which he sought to mollify the obvious Jewish pique.
In sum, his explanation as to why Judaism and the Jews were to be
omitted from the March consultation was that the WCC has carried on a

—separate dialogue with the Jewish people and that there was a special
~relationship with Judaism. He also sought to assure the Jewish repre-

et

sentatives that political issues were not to be raised at this confer-
ence, even though several Middle East Muslims have been inv1ted to

._take part. ..

In my intervention, I suggested that carried to its logical consequences,
this development could lead the WCC to institutionalized Marcionism
(a second century heresy that urged the early church to repudiate ltS

-—ties with-Judaism-and the 01d Testament)., In addition, I-pointed out

this Beirut consultation holds the possibility of developing, perhaps

for the first time, the basis of a theology of world pluralism and in

such an intellectual and religious effort it is simply inconceivable

that the potential contribution of Judaism should be ignored. TVhat | &
made this omission of Judaism from this dialogue with living faiths

of even greater importance was that the Beirut consultation is intended
‘to inaugurate 2 long rangeprocess of the WCC with the world's major
‘1living £aixhs religious communities. The March consultation is to be
followed by a conference in May of Christian theologians to evaluate

the implications of Beirut, 1In January 1971 the Central Committee of _
the WCC will meet in Addis Ababa at which time the proposals for dialogue-
with the world's major religions will be acted on officially by the
highest governing body of the WCC. :

In light of the strong concerns reflected by the Jewish delegafes, Dr.
Lukas Vischer-of Switzerland, Director of the Secretariat of the
Commission on Faith and Order, responded by supporting Dr. Samartha




——

e

wee | | Pg. 7

on the argument that the WCC seeks a speciaifrelationship with Judaism.

_He made clear that a planned consultation with the World Jewish Con=__

sultative Committee on Interreligious Affairs in the Fall of 1970

- should be planned in such a way that its substance and recommendations

should also be fed into the conference planning of the Addis Ababa

‘meeting, Dr. Vischer said that he regarded the Fall conference with

the Jewish community as important for Addis Ababa as the dialogue with
other living faiths,

In addition, Dr, Vischer indicated that together with others he was
not too satisfied with the present status of the Committee on the
Church and the Jewish People which continues to operate in the WCC
Division of World Mission and Evangelism. While Jewish delegates ei-
pressed great satisfaction with the designation of Dr. J. M. Snoek of

" Holland (for 15 years a minister in Tiberias, Israel, who speaks fluent

Hebrew), they share a desire to see that committee relocated in a new
context that would free it from its evangelism setting, perhaps as a
special -committee relating directly to the WCC general-secretary. It
is also important that this committee be given some power to wield in
the WCC, especially since the emergence of Arab Christians and Eastern
Orthodox Churches have become increasingly pervasive influences hostlle

“‘H— to Israel and negatively oriented to other Jewish interests.

~ Another illustration of third world implications for world Jewry emerged

during a discussion on South Africa. Canon Burgess Carr of Liberia,
co-secretary for Africa of the Division of Interchurch Aid, Refugee and
World Service, made a series of sharp charges against ‘Israel and the
Jewish people that appeared to be little else but an incorporation into

the third world rhetoric of anti=-Semitic themes that have been nurtured .

across the centuries in the Christian West, Carr, who took Biblical
and Hebraic studies-at Harvard, made the following attack: (a) Israel
is supplyino military aid to South Africa; (b) Jews are supporting
apartheid in South Africa for their commercial interests; (c) Jews like
Oppenheimer and Rothschild control the international monetary system :
and thereby manipulate the fate of black Africans in South Africa and

- elsewhere to their manifest disadvantage. After reacting with shock

at both the substance and the rhetoric of the charges, Dr. Joachim
Prinz of the WJC asked Canon Carr for his evidence. He replied that he
had none on hand, but that the Institute on Race Relations in South
Africa was the source of his information. Dr. Riegner indicated that

.Oppenheimer was not a Jew although he was born of Jewish antecedents.

Both Riegner and Talmon said that there was no knowledge at all regard-



Wce i | o Pg. 8

ing Israel's military aid to South Africa, which was quite-unlikely
in light of Israel's own urgent military needs. Other Jews noted that
both Jews in Africa and in the United States had been in the forefront

-..of the struggle against apartheid. Finally, Talmon made clear that

Israel had voted against South Africa on several occasions in the
United Nations, while being mindful that this could endanger the secur-
ity and wellbeing of the Jewish community in South Africa. Several
WCC leaders, including Dr. Blake, indicated that it was important that
Canon Carr obtain accurate information about that situation.

THE MIDDLE EAST: CANTERBURY AND CYPRUS g
At least half of the conference time was devoted to a detailed discus~
sion of the text of the Canterbury resolution of August 1969 and of"
the Cyprus document of September-October 1969, Prof, Talmon, as a
Biblical scholar, did a textual exegesis of the Canterbury statement
and I was asked to express the views of the delegation on the Cyprus

_document. The substance of Dr. Talmon's argument was: (a) The refer-
-ence in paragraph one to '"the Palestinian and Jewish people' was ambig-

uous and contributed to misunderstanding regarding the historic con-
nections of Jews to Palestine and to Israel; (b) The reference to ''the
great powers having special responsibility" for ""the establishment of
the state of Israel without protecting the rights of Palestinians" to
whom "injustice has been done...by the great powers which should be
redressed' left the impression that Israel was the result of great%
power contrivance rather than the creation of the United Nations, and
also that Israel is, therefore, a creature of Western imperialist,|
colonist powers, There was also a concern expressed about ambiguoLs
language that omitted specific reference to Jews in Arab countriesL
although Dr. Elfan Rees, who framed the initial document, clearly had
intended that reference to refer to the Jewish plight.

Lengthy discussion took place around item seven which ironically was
intended by Dr. Rees as a criticism as much of Arabs who use the Bible
for anti-Semitic purposes and to deny the legitimacy of Israel, as it
was intended to be a criticism of Jews who use the Bible to make the

case for 1Israel as lessianic fulfillment. The concluSion; of this -
" discussion was that perhaps no reference should be made to the Bible.

unless something definite and clear-cut could be said that would be
helpful and reconciling rather than alienating. :

(c) While the Jewish delegates welcomed the reference in item eight
to the WCC undertaking to arrange for discussions between Christians,

. Jews and Muslims, there was strong negative reaction to specifying as
the agenda for that discussion such issues as '"the guardianship of the

-
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. Holy Places, the status of Jerusalem, and the people of the city."

— Dr, Talmon said that in these terms the reunificatiom of Jerusalem —

is not open to negotiation, although he and other Israelis were pre-
pared to discuss any matter that would improve reltionships between
Jews and Arabs in Jerusalem and elsewhere,

In my critique of the Cyprus document I made the following points,
- in summary:

1) The.Cyprus declaration of the Near East Council of Churches
~is a-public confession that pdélitical and propaganda concerns hold

higher priority among the Arab representatives than do the humanitarian

relief and rehabilitation concerns. This is clear from the fact that
the document appeals first to the WCC and its member agencies for
financial support, for political action and public information, and
assigns a much lower priority for relief and rehabilitation work.,

S e

=7 2) The consultatlon went on record as endorsing "'the Palestine
'liberation movement."” While I indicated that many Jews, both in Israel
and elsewhere, recognize the emergence of a Palestlne national identity

—and believe that Israel will need to work out some relatlonshlp with
a Palestinian national body that becomes viable, it is impossible to
understand how Christian institutions and Christian leaders can endorse
a movement whose primary expression thus far has been the waging of
terror and murder against innocent men, women and children. We deplore

-— —+the murder of-innocent -Arab civilians as we ask.Christian leaders to

disassociate themselves from Arab terrorist movements. The moral oblig-

ation of Christians and Jews is to seek to de-escalate the tensions and
depolarize political extremism on all sides, and not to feed extremist
-movements whose present policies can only lead to further shedding of
blood.

In a subsequent intervention, Bishop X. Sarkissian of Lebanon, a-

youthful Armenian Orthodox bishop who is reported to have played a
dominant role in the Cyprus consultation, said that he too deplored
terror but that Arabs were in favor of liberation for the Palestinians.

3) ‘1 expressed serious concern regarding the public information
-program called for by the Cyprus resolution, based on the documentation
we have of much of the Arab propaganda in this country and abroad ,
which has been not only anti-Israel but in a number of cases anti-
Jewish and anti-Semitic as well, I quoted from the articles by several
Christian editors, who returned from our United Church tour, and their
-experience with Arab Catholic, Coptic and Orthodox bishops who use the
deicide charge as the basis fﬁr an attack on Israel, Judaism and the

Jewish. people._

\!l'
e
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— * ~There were several-important consequences that resulted—from-this- . __
discussion. Dr., Blake and other WCC leaders agreed on ‘the following: -

(2) In the dreftiﬁg of future WCC statements on the Middle East
the WCC will seek to be more sensitive to the views expressed by the
Jewish delegations on each of the key points raised;

(b) An effort will be made to involve Israeli Christians who will
serve as a counter balance to the growing 1nf1uence of Arab Christians
in the d:caftlno' of such statements;

(c) -Dr. Christopher King, Director of the WCC Refugee Program, who
is in charge of the public information programs that are to be implemented -
as a result of the Cyprus action asked if he could keep in touch with

- me relative to assuring that the propaganda program does not get out
of hand in promoting antL—JeWLSh ‘anti-Semitic, or anti-Israel attitudes
- among Christians; _ : " .

(d) Positive consideration was given to holdlng a scholarly workshop
on the interpretation of the Bible in relation to the Middle East crisis.

—

HH&H‘PTOL. Talmon expressed the hope that a future WCC-world Jewish meeting..
7““““~buou1d be held in Jerusalem. Interest was expressed cautiously by several
, WCC persons but no decision was made (the problem of costs was referred

e to).

i al

'In general, my impression is that the Jewish delegation communicated
in an effective way on these issues and appeared to -elicit a sensitive
and understanding response on the part of Dr. Blake as well as from
—_ _the third world Christians. The central issue is that the WCC feels
obligated to be responsive to its constituency in the Middle East while
at the same time being sensitive to its relationship with the Jewish
community. It was agreed that increased and formal contact between the
. WCC and the world Jevish community was essential in order to help sus-
tain such a balance in the VICC perspective on the Middle East.

" Dr. Riegner raised the problem of the World Student Christian Federa-
tion which has been carrying out strong anti-Israel programs., Rev,
Rex Davis of Australia, Associate Secretary of the WCC Youth Department,
gave a lengthy report on "The Calculus of Radicality" of Christian
youth which was a vague justification for not only anti-Israel atti-
tudes but for antl-establlshnent attitudes generally. Afger lengthy
discussion, Dr. M. M., Thomas said there .was need for dialogue between
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the WSCF and WCC Youth Department and Israeli and Jewish youth. Dr.

“Talmon said that he Welcomed contact between students because he
feared a new isolationism might set in among Israeli youth if they
do not communicate with their counterparts in the Christian community.
Dr. Lockman of Czechoslovakia said that Czech youth were overwhelmingly
pro-Jewish and pro-Israel. Dr. Davis in his response indicated that

“""he had recently ‘met with a Jewish Agency official to explore the setting

up of an Israeli-WCC youth dialogue.

ROMAN CATHOLIC-PROTESTANT~JEWISH RELATIONS

WCC officials reported on their relationships with the Vatican and the
possibility of a Catholic Church joining the WCC. Jewish representa-
tives reported on their programs and relationships with the Catholic
community in respective national situations. The issue was raised as

to whether it would be helpful for the Vatican and the WCC to join to-.
gether in a common program in Jewish-Christian relations., The senti-
ments of the Jewish delegates was that for the time being it is better
to operate on parallel lines since there are so many sensitive questions
involved which are unique to each relationship. (Dr, Talmon reported in
———passing that the Catholic bishop of Augsburg has requested Hebrew
University to prepare a course of Jewish studies for his priests.)
Father Borovoi of the Russian Orthodox Church cautioned the Jewish dele-
gates not to become over optimistic about their relationship with the

- Roman Catholics. "It is easy now to be good," said Borovoi.

Dr., Vischer reported that the Vatican and WCC are working on a joint
statement on proselytizing, common witness and religious liberty. He
suggested that it might be useful if the document could be shared in
advance with the Jewish representatives in order o have the beneflt
of their thlnklng. L —

. —_—

OBERALIER GAU

Dr. Prinz raised the question of the Oberammergau Passion Play and
- indicated the Jewish frustration over the llttle progress that has been
~ .. made in revlslon of the text,

DEVELOPMENT AND RACE

An extensive report was given by WCC officials on their program of

development and technical assistance in the third world in the next

decade in cooperation with the Roman Catholic Church through the in-
‘'strue nt of SODEPAX. There was a mixed reaction in the Jewish delega-

tion toward pbssible-Jéwish'¢qoperation. -Dr.. Riegrer felt.that it was

Sy
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premature for the Jewish community to become involved. Others, in=-
cluding Henry Siegman, Balfour Brickner, Wolfe Kelman and I felt that
the Jewish community had a contribution to make, especially since so
many Jews were centrally involved in the United States government,
and the United Nations and its auxiliary agencies in development pro-
grams in the third world. 1In addition, Israel's involvement raised
the question of its meaning for the world Jewish community and the
need therefore to face cooperative Jewish enterprise now rather than
later.

There was a lengthy discussion of race relations and the involvement
of Jewish leaders and institutions in the United States in pursuing
‘racial justice. There was a general positive response to the reports
on the part of the Christians, although it appeared that the American
experience does not provide a basis for parallel activity on the inter-
national scene.  Again, it was felt that Israel's role may emerge as
quite special in this field with eventual implications for the total
Jewish community.

The consultation closed with the presentation of a report on proposed

‘follow-up, a copy of which is attached as an '"Aide - Memoire'", Also
‘attached is a list of the WCC and Jewish delegations. :
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GENERAL SECRETARY:

REV. Dr, EUGENE C. BLAKE

ASSISTANT GENERAL SECRETARIES:
MR. A. DOMINIQUE MICHELI
PASTOR JENS J. THOMSEN

ECB/gs 10th October 1969

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum,

The American Jewish Committee,
Institute of Human Relations,
165 East 56th Street,

New York, N.¥. 10022

U.S8.A,

Dear Marc,

It was good to see you at the Consultation. I am enclosing

the report of the Consultaton on the Palestine Refugee Problem
also with a list of participants. You will note that this is
not an official World Council statement but ewrjrequests to the

World -Council.
Elfén Rees will be in New York soon and others of the C.C.I.A.,
if you wish to discuss any of this with them.

C ordially,

Eugene C. Blake

Encs.

# - |
OU’b’ / TELEPHONE: (022) 333400 TELEX: 23423 OIK |
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Name

f@
M;ﬁﬁ Mary Aghaby

- R

Organization

Y.W.CoA. of Amman, Jordan

Archbp. George Appleton Anglican Archdiocese in

Jerusalem

Rev. Edmund Arblaster Australian Council of

Churches

Rev. Hovannes Aharonian Armenian Evangelical Union

Dr.Charles Arbuthnot
Rev.Na'em Ateek

Rev. Farid Audeh
Fr.Arsen Avedikian
FP@Houssig Bagdasian
Fuad Bahnan

Rev.

Mr. Eberhard Bartke
Mr. J.E.A.Bazalgette

Dr.Reginald Bennett
Dr.Eugene C. Blake

Mr. Jacques Blanc
Mr.Malcolm Blaymires

Dr. Sadeek Boktor
Mr.John W. Bowman

Obk.Ulrich von Briick

Mr.J.Richard Butler
Mr. Virgil Claassen

United Presbyterian Church
USA

Anglican Archdiceese in
Jerusalem

NECC Committee for Social
Work, Lebanon

Armenian Datholicoséate of
Cilicia

Armenian Patriarchate of
Jerusalem

National Evangelical Church
of Beirut

Bread for the World, Germany

World Council of Churches
Refugee Programme, Beirut

Canadian Council of ChHurches

World Council of Churches,
Geneva

Christian Committee for
Service, Algeria

Oxford Committee for Famine
Relief, T.K.

Coptic Orthodox Church
Christian Aid, U.K.

Bread for the World, DDR
NECCDRW/D ICARWS, WCC
Mennonite Central Committee

Archimandrite Constantine Greek Orthodox Patriar-

Bishop Najib Cuba'in

Mr.Constantine Dabbagh NFCCRW,

Rev. Ibrahim Dagher

chate of Jerusalem
Evangelical Episcopal Church
Gaza

National Evangelical Synod
of Syria & Lebanon

Designation Room

x NOa
Consultant 135
Delegate 321.
Delegate 151
Delegate 356
Delegate 311"
Delegate 127
Delegate 105
Delegate =
Delegate 410
Delegate 146
Delegate 250
Staff Li2
Delegate 151
Speaker 335-
Consultant
Consultant 356
Delegate 109
Delegate L31 -
Delegate 1nl
Staff Lo5
Consultant = 452
Delegate 318
Co-Chairman 316 |
Staff 351
Delegate - 451

108
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Rev. Rex Davis

Mr. John Defrates
Bishop Eirinaios
Mr. Fuad Farah

Rev. Shafik Farah

Mr. Fuad Farradj
Msgf. Foster
Mr. George Geha

Fr. éelan
Mr. Sami Geraisy

Mr.Aeldert van Goor
Rev. Anker Gjerding

Bishop Gregorius
Mr. Gabriel Habib

Samuel Habib
Mr. Sami Habiby

Rev.

Msgr.
Mr. Sami Halaby

Dr. J. Harry Haines

Bishop Ignatius Hazim

Miss Rud van Hoogevest

Dr. Harry Howard

Mr. Michael Iskander -

Mr. Paul Issid
Mr, Albert Isteero

Gregoire Haddad

&8 B

Organization

- WcC, Division of Ecumenical

Actlon
UNRWA, Beirut
Church of Crete

Greek Orthodox Diocese of
Nazareth

Evangelical Episcopal Church

Greek Orthodox Dlocese of
Amman £

Pontifical Mission for
Palestine

Christian Committee for SerV1ce

in Algeria
CARITAS, Jerusalem

Greek Orthodox Diocese of
Nazareth

NECCDRW/DICARWS, WCC

WCC, Division of World Mission

and Evangelism
Coptic Orthodox Church

World Student Christian
Federation

_Coptic Evangelical Church

NECCCRW, BEast Jordan

Creek Catholic Archb1shopr1c,
Beirut

. Greek Orthodox Diocese of

Amman

United Methocdist Committee
for Overseas Relief

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate
of Antioch

"World YWCA

American University,
Washington D.C.

United Nations Economic and
Social Office, Beirut

Designation Room
No.
Staff 1L6
Consultant 341
Delegate 343
Delegate at
large 204
Delegate - 352
Delegate at
large 2.7
Consultant 256
Staff - 356
Consultant 246
Delegate at ‘
large 255
Staff 351
Staff 127
Delegate 249
Consultant LO9
Delegate ' 150
Delegate 2u5
Consultant 241
Delegate at
large 245
Delegate '35ﬁ
Delegate 7108
Consultant 304
Speaker 205
Consultant 353
Staff + D2

- Near East Council of Churches Consultant

334
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Name Organization Designation  Room
: No,
Mr. Paul{B. Johnson  Friends World Committee Consultant. 250
R A& e | T —— g
Rev. Sam1r‘Kaf1t§ Evangelical Episcopal Church Delegate 132
Rev, Ake Kastlund Lutherhj?lpen, Sweden Delegate 1uh
Mr. George Khadder Evangelical Episcopal Diocese 5 )
of Jordan, Lebanon & Syria Delegate 2L3
Fr., George Khodr Greek Orthodox Patriarchate
of Antioch _ Speaker 145
Elias Ibrahim Khoury International Christian
_ Committee, West Jordan Staff 355
Mr. Christopher King World Council of Churches,
DICARWS Staff Lo5
Archbp.Ilyas Kurban Greek Orthodox Patriarchate
.of Antioch Co-Chairman LO6
Mr. Albert Lzaham Greek Orthodox Patrlarchate
_ of Antioch Delegate LO3
Mr. Yoon Gu Lee NECCDRW/DICARWS, WCC Staff 411
Rev. Livingston Lomas National Council of Churches,
USA . Staff 233
Mr. James MacCraacken National Council of Churches,
USA : vy 2 Delegate 136
Mr. Adil Madanat Greek Orthodox Diocese of’ Delegate at
Amman large 104
Rev. Isbir Makdisi National Evangelical Synod of
Syria and Lebanon Delegate 451
Miss Prances Martin - WCC, DICARWS Staff 456
Rev. Raymond E.Maxwell ‘Protestant Episcopal Church,
USA Delegate 234
Miss Lois Meyhoffer WCC, DICARWS Staff 456
Mr. Herbert Minard International Christian
_ Committee, Israel Delegate 305
Mr. George Mistkawi NECCCRW, Gaza Delegate 352 .
Mr. Andreas Mitsides Church of Cyprus Delegate -
Mr. Geoffrey Murray WCC, DICARWS Staff Lie
Canon Ishag Musaad Episcopal Church in Egypt Delegate 255
Mr. Labib Nasir YMCA of Jerusalem(01ld City) Consultant 207
Mz MusaNasiT———NECCCRW; West—BankJordamr———DBedegate— — 306
Mr. Jan grner WCC, DICARWS Staff - 110
Dr. Selwa Otaqui NECCCRW, Jerusalem _ .Staff 22
Mr. Andreas Papavassilio Church of Cyprus Consultant e




Name

Miss Sheila Ray
Mr. Tadeusz Packcwski
Dr, Elfan Rees

Sir John Rennie
Mr. Fayez Riad

Mr. Halim Saba

Prof. Tecdor Sabev
Mr. Shukri Saleh
Bishop Saliba

Miss Sahar Sancil

Bishop Karakin Sarkissian Armenian Catholicossate of

Prof. Yusif Sayigh

% 1. =

Organization

World Allisnce of YMCA's

Commission of the Churches on
International Affairs, WCC

UNR#A, Beirut

Beumenical Advisory Council
for Church Service, Egyot

Orthodox Diocese of Amman

Bulgarian Orthodox Church

NECCDRW, East Jordan

Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate

Cilicia

American University, Beirut

Miss Sonia Spathopoulou
WCC, Division of World Mission

Dr.Robbins Strong
Mr, Sami Suz

Mr. John Taylor
Dr., Jdohn Tleel

Mr, Valdemar Tdrner

Mr. Coustandi Touma

Fr. George Tsetsis
Miss Elizabeth Urbig
Archbp.Vassilios

Mr. Constantine
Vlachopoulos

Mr. Michel Wagner
Mr. Tallat Younan
Prof. Heikki Waris

Mr. Daoud Yousef

Rev, Kenneth Ziebell

and Evangelism

International Christian
.-Committee

WCC, Department of Commun- .

ications

Greek Orthodox Patriarchate

of Jerusalem

Luthefan.World Federation

International Christian

Committee in Israel
WCC, DICARWS

Evangelical Church in Germany
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate

of Jerusalem

Pontifical Mission for

Palestine
CIMADE, France

Coptic Orthodox Church

WCC, DICARWS

' NECC Committee for Social Work

Lebanon
NECCDRW/DICARWS, WCC

d

Designation Room
. NO .
Staff LOL
. Consultant . 308
Staff 309
Consultant LO3
Delegate 150
Delegate at
large 206
Delegate 140
Staff 429
Delegate 229
Staff 437
Delegate 257
Speaker 258
Staff o 120
Staff 354
Delegate 408
Staff LO9
Delegate A 1% o)
Consultant 12357
Delegate " 430
Staff t 111
Delegate. = v
' Delegafe 226
" Consultant : 126 -
Delegate =~ .. 108.
Delegate 109
Co-Chairman _310.
Staff . . . 333
Staff 411



MAJORITY STATEMENT OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES COMMITTEE ON
THE CHURCH AND THE JEWISH PEOPLE PASSED AT THEIR MEETING AT
WINGSPREAD IN RACINE, WISCONSIN, ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1963 -

As a committee on the Church and the Jewish Pe0p1e, we have axamined
the statements of the Central Committee of the World Council of
Churchés on the crisis in the Middle East and similar statements by
other church bodies. We feel that these freguently overlook issues
which we know to bulk largely in the minds of manylpeople'throughout
the world and we think it our duty'to draw attention to them : =

l. The refusai by many to accept the right of existence of the =«
State of Israel creates a very real fear that the continued
conflict is a struggle for survival; this fear is heightened
by memories of the holocaust, the traumatic effects of which

cannot be ignored.

2. We realize that part of the difficulty in understanding the
right'of the existence of the State of Israel is the failure
to grasp the significance of the historical link and the

ongoing and continuous presence of Jews in "Palestine".

3. If it is right, as we affirm, that the plight of the Arab
refugees must be taken seriously, then the reality of Jewish
refugees from Middle Eastern countries, the plight of Jews
who are not permitted to leave tﬁem and the Israeli civilian

victims of the present conflict cannot be ignored.

We confess that we fully share in the lack of humility with which

. the churches of the West have approached the problems of this area
and that we have been indifferent to the past involvement of Western
nations in the affairs of both Jews and Arabs. However, we affirm
that it is for thé welfare of both partieé to the conflict in the
Middle East that no preconditions or ugnegotiable issues be laid

down by any involved which impede the way to peace.
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CONSULTATION ON THE PALESTINE REFUGEE PROBLEM

Held at Nicosia, Cyprus

September 29 - October 4, 1969

Jointly convened by the member churches of
the World Council of Churches in the Middle
East and the Council's Division of Inter-Church

Aid, Refugee and World Service.



 CONSULTATTON STATEWENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS -

"As every man hath received the gift, even
'so minister the same one to another as good’
stewards of the manifold grace of God."

I Peter 4:10

“re "Anythlng that happens anywhere is tlic affalr
- of ‘the total congregatich." Saint Ignatius of
¢ Antioch

It is in this spirit of service and oneness that for 21 years,
Christians of the Middle East supported by their brethren all over
the world have been carrying on a ministry of relief and rehabili-
tation to the Palestinian refugees.

Ecumenical Conferences on the Arab refugee problems were held
in Beirut in 1951 and 1956. On September 29, 1969 - a little more
than two years after the 1967 war, we assembled in Cyprus for a
third Consultaticn on the Palestine refugee problem and the challenge
it presents to the Churches of the Middle East and the world. Ve
are grateful to our host Church; the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, and
to the President and people of Cyprus, for their hospitality. Many
of us have come gtraight from visits to Jordan, Lebznon, Syria,
U.A.R. or Israel and the Israeli-occupied lands, where we had been
able to see the plight of the Palestinian refugees and displaced
persons for ourselves and talk with representatives. of churches and
governments in the countries we visited. The majority of delegates
are members of the iMiddle Bastern churches, some of us Palestinians.
The other delegates represent churches and church. agencigs in twelve
countries outside the iliddle East. We are happy to have with us as
consultants, representatives of UNRWA and many Church (both Catholic
and Protestant) and non-Church Voluntary Agencies engaged in refugee
work in the Middle East.

The purpose of our Consultation has been:

a) to learn for ourselves the situation of Palestine

refugees since 1948;
~ the great aggravation of the situation by the War
of June 1967, _
- the increased displacement of Palestinians and the
displacement and evacuation of hundreds of thousands
of other Arabs from their homes;

b) to review the work of rehabilitation and relief which
was entrusted to the Near East Council of Churches (then
Nedar East Christian Council) by “the first Beirut Conference
and ‘which has been carried out faithfully and effectively
by the NECC and its associates through the recurring crises
of the last eighteen years;

c) to find ways for a greater involvement of the Churches
of the Middle East in this work, and

d) to define the pricrities called for by the present
~ situation. ' ;



Hig Beatitude the President of Cyprus, Archbishop Makarios,
opened our Consultation and the General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches, Dr. Bugene Carson Blake, gave-the opening
address. YWe have heéard reportsﬁqfﬂthe‘work'and problems of the
U.N. Relief and VWorks Agency (UNRWA) and of the Palestine Refugee

. Programme of the Near East Council of Churches. We have reviewed

" the statements of the World Council of Churches on the Palestine '
refugee problem and especially the statement of its Central Committee
in Canterbury, August 1969. Ve have studled the social and polltical
dimensions of thzs problem,

As we look back on the Fzret and Second Belrut Conferences whlch‘
had expressed their shock at the plight of the refugees from Palestlae,
and re—read the words of the 1951 Conference Statement. o
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"More than three—quartera of a million Palestlnlan
refugees have been subjected to terrible privations,
lasting in many cases for a period of three years.

They have suffered grievous physical and material losses,
but their mental, moral and spiritual hurt has perhaps
been‘even greater, Furthermore there is no end in sight."

we realize that in 1969 the plight of the Palestinain refugees is
even worse; there has been no progress in their return to their
homeland - on the contrary, hundreds of thousands more have lost
their homes and so far there has been no restoratlon of Juetlce and
peace in the Middle East.,

Through two ‘decades the relief. and rehabllltatlon agencies of
the churches have sought to be wise stewards of the resources pro-
vided by church people in many countries for:relieving the plight
of the refugees and for helping them to maintain human dlgnlty,

Qur work for refugees has been in close cooperation with the Unlted
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA). The experiences of- the.

. years havé deepened our awareness of the enormity of the tasks
faced by UNRWA, and the competance and dedication with which it
has dealt with the complex problems of the refugees.

GUIDE LIIES SUGGESTED TO THE | CHURCHES

Essential as-programmes of relief and rehabllltatlcn are,
hovever, we are convinced that in themselves they are not an adequate
Christian response to the injustice and misery under.which the great
majority.of the Palestinian refugees continue to suffer, despite
all the efforts of the United Nations. Nor is relief and rehabili-
tation alone a response to the aspirations for self-determination
and nationhood of the Palestinians. We consider it our duty to call
upon ‘the churches of the world to use all their influence towards
. a“just solution involving necessarily the recognition of the rights
\5 -of - the Prlestinians from which alone a lasting peace could come to

i the ‘Middle Bast. Towards this end, we suggest to the Churches the
l follow1ng gulde lines:

{ There 13 groving awarenese of the realzty of a Paleetlnlan '

! community, and manifestation of a Palestinian identity as

i shown, ‘for example, in the Palestlne liberation movement
Awareness of this Palestinian ‘identity may bé a first step

a @ &
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towards the redress of the injustices done to the Palestinians.

' This means specificeally that all of our work, both in human-

‘itarian fields and in the preparation of educational and in-

formational material, must be done not only for the Palestinians

. but with themn.

'~ While the statement of the Central Committee of the World
* Council of Churches in Canterbury in August 1969 is not re-
© garded as, in every respect, acceptable to all the membexrs of

thg Consultation, we welcome it as a step forward in building
understanding ‘among the Churches of the need to work for justice
to the Palestinian pecple.

In particular we believe, in line with the Canterbury State-
nent (Point 3), that in supporting the establishment of a
Jewvish State in Palestine, without recognizing the rights of
the Palestiniang to self-determination, injustice has been done
to the Palestinian Arabs by the Great Powers, and this in-

.Justice should be redressed.

In line with the Canterbury Statement (Point B), we are con-
cerned about the guardianship of the Holy Places, the status
of Jerusalem, and the people of the city, and we welcome the
proposal that the Yorld Council of Churches should initiate

discussions on the point,

Concerning the subject of biblical interyretation, we note
wvith satisfaction that the Canterbury Statement (Point 7)

has warned against ®the misuse of the Bible in supgort of

partisan political views."

Werecognize the difficulties to be expected in any effort

‘to vitalize the churches' work, both in the field of humani-
‘tarian service, and in the struggle for the fundamental rights

of ‘the Palestinian refugees. And with the Canterbury State-
ment, we pray "that our Churches will have a renewed sense of
the continuing and increasing tragedy of the Palestinian
refugees and other displaced persons, and of the imperative
obligation of the Churches to minister to their needs and
support their basic demand for justice." (Point 5)

All our work of compassion should be done in the context of
the struggle for a just solution.

The Consultation requests the World Council of Churches to

" ask its member churches to use all their influence on their

governments towards the redress of the injustice done to
Palestine refugees; such redress to be based upon the prin-
ciples of the UN Charter and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

The Consultation welcomes the actions of the Churches'
Commission on International Affairs (CCIA) in convening con-
sultations ‘on the Palestine problem. It recommends that fur-
ther consultations be held in which Palestinians should be’
included and that the conclusions of such consultations be
communicated to the United Nations Secretary General and to
the member churches of the World Council of Churches.

The Consultation requests CCIA, working in consultation with
the churches of the liddle East, and with due regard to the

= 3 .
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guidelines stated above, to intensify regular discussions at
the United Nations and with all governments concerned with
influencing a political soltvtion. It suggests that the ex-
changes which take place should not always remain unpublished.

The Consultation suggests that the various Divisions -of the
World Council of Churches should be requested to examine their
programmes in order to ensure that the ramifications of the
Palestine refugee gquestion are not overlooked. For instance,
the Division of Ecumenical Action could be asked to see how
far it can involve itself in aspects of leadership training
and appropriate youth work in the light of the specific needs
of the Palestine refugees.™

INFORMATION OF THE PALESTINE REFUCEE PROBLEM

We found that one obstacle to the action of the Churches
throughout the world was the lack of responsible information on
the Palestine refugee problem. We make therefore two recommend-
ations:

1. We consider it an imperative obligation of all Christian
Churches to use their utmost efforts through their organ-
izations, conferences and publications, and in cooperation
with the sister Churches of the liiddle Eas%, to bring out,
responsibly, the facts about the Palestinian refugees and
other displaced persons, and the grave injustices done to
the Palestinian people, sc as to help create the conditions
conducive to a just solution.

2. We call upon the churches of the world, at all levels from
“the local congregations to national and regional councils,
to promote:an informed Christian discussion of the Palestine
guestion. There must be deer understanding of the inalienable
nature of the fundamental rights of the Palestinian people.
Our concern for justice must go forward concurrently with
renewed humanitarian efforts.

REFUGEE PROGRAMMES

We have reviewed the programmes carried on at the present time
through the Near East Council of Churches in the light of present
needs and we have considered what further contribution the churches
of the world should now be called upon to make through the Division
of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service of the VWorld Councll
of Churches. We have reached the following conclusionss - --

This Consultation calls upon the World Council of Churches,
Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service to
ask the member churches ito reorder their priorities so as to

D provide 8 2,000,000 for new programmes over the coming two

years in support of the self-respect and individual dignity
of the Palestinian refugees and displaced persons through
the following urgent priority activities, listed in order of
immediate need: : :

l. A major interpretation programme to Churches outside
of the Middle East shaped and led by the Churches and
people within the Middle East is urgently needed.

- 4 -



2. The. Consultation calls upon the Near Tast Council of
Churches Division for Refugee Vork,; and 'the proposed
. successor body, to establish an information office, and
2 fund raising appeal to the Churches and related agencies
of the lMiddle East in gupport of the Palestinian refugee
 Programme.

3. Expension must be given immediately to vocational school
training, materniiy and child welfare training, and more
- organized youth activity within and without the refiigee
camps. Special efforts are needed to train Palestinian
refugees to lead and administer the Churches' liiddle East
‘'refugée programme. :

4. Programmes and projects must be more selective and provide
increased depth of individual assistance leading to real
self-help goals. Such activities would include loan
programmes (for education, establishment of business and
help for individual housing), employment placement de-
velopment projects. (for agriculture, marketing and small.
industry and handicrafts).

5. lMore family service centres are reguired which w111 serve
mothers and pre-school children, offer medie¢al clinical
services where otherwvise totally lacking and which will
include concern for mental health, the handlcapped, the
aged, and social work services.

6. There will be exceptionsl instances of need for a ghort
term emergency food and material assistance programme.

7. There will be needs related to the individual urgent
situations of the areas or countries concerned which will
require exceptional attention, e.g. the donation of life
saving medicaments which a country cannot otnerWLSe obtain.

8., Particular, attentlon is to be given to the espec;al needs
of the people in the -occupied territories.

9. Meanvhile programmes and projects should be studied by
existing staff, or nevw survey reviews should be reguested
of government and specialized agencies (such as UW) and
of university expertise. :

As governments and UITHVWA carry the primary responsibility for
mass housing, mass feeding and public health for the Palestin-
ian refugees, the Churches should take care not to dupllcate
what governments and UNRWA do.

The responsibilities placed upon UFHUA by its mandate have
always far exceeded the budgetary resources placed at its
disposal by the member governments of the United Nationms.
UNRWA now faces once again a very serious budgetary crisis
which - unless it is. speedily resolved by the member govern-
ments of the United Nations - will still further reduce the
possibilities of UNRWA providing even a bare minimum of
feeding, medical and school services for hundreds of thousands
of Palestinian refugees and their children. -

We call upon the VWorld Council of Churches and its member
churches around the world to urge the member governments of
the. United Wations to strengthen the hands of UNRWA and’
provide, without further delay, resources needed for guaran-
teeing UNRVA's basic programme.

- 5 =



PROPOSAL FOR_THE FUTURE STRUCTURE OF THE WORK FOR PALESTINE
REFUGEES AI'D DISPLACED PERSONS

In a comprehensive review of the refugee work, the Consultation
has noted that since the Bgirut Conferences of 1951 and 1956
many changes have occurred in the life and situation of the
Palestinian refugees as well as in the life and witness of the
1liddle Eastern Churches themselves, particularly in the realm

of ecumenical relations and commitments, as well ag in their
involvement in refugee work and the new insights and experiences
gained thereby.

In view of all these changes, the Consultation became aware of
the need for:

lg An overall planning and administrative committee;

2) Increased ecumenical involvement of the chuxrches
and Christian agencies in the Near East;

3) Representation of area committees on the overall
planning cocnittee;

4) Greater participation by the churches in the rest
of the world in the refugee programme which makes
claims upon the conscience of all mens

5) Closer collaboration with other service agencies
working with the Palestinian refugees.

Therefore the Consultation recommends:

1 The establishment of a Near East Ecumenical Committee for
Refugee Work (NEEORM), which would be composed of:

- the membership of the existing Near East Council of
Churches Division of Refugee Work (consisting of five
members appointed by the Near East Council of Churches
and five members appoinied by the Area Committees
respectively), plus one representative of any area com-
mittee not already represented in the WECCDRY;

- two members from each of those member churches of the
World Council of Churches in the area, (i.e. the "host
countries™ of the Palestinian refugees) which are not
members of the NECC and which are willing to become
members of the NEECRW, '

The Near Bast BEcumenical Committee for Refugee Work .(HEECRV)
should have the authority and functions which have up till :
now been exercised by the NECCDRV, plus authority for the
appeintment of executive staff.

2 Continuance of thie present system of working fhfough'the
Area Commlttees.“‘ ¥

3 'In the compositicn of the NEECRVW and the Area Commltteee
the following considerations should be taken into aceot.nto

- wider representation of Churches in the area, .taking
into consideration the siksC of the communities
represented on the committees; '

- inclusion of womenjs

- inclusion of youths

- inclusion of Palestinians;

~ attention to the appointment of persons with specialised
skills and qualifications for the refugee work programme.

- 6 -




Closer collaboration with Catholie Churches and Catholic refugee
service agencies, other Churches and other Christian agencies
involved.in refugee work in the area, through consultation

and participation in committees and joint operations to
whatever extent may be possible.

A strongér and continuéd support of and closer collaboration with
local, intermational, voluntary, and inter-governmental agencies
eng'ged in refugee work in the area.

A search for means of possible cooperation with Service Agencies
of othexr faiths.

CONTINUATTION PRCCEDURES AWD PROTZDURES FOR_THE FORMATION OF THE

The Consultation agree- to recommend thats

The Near East Council of Churches Division for Refugee Vork
(NECCDRW) should continue operations of the refugee programme
until such time as the Near East Ecumenical Committee for
Refugee Work (NEECRW) is formed;

The NECCDRN should proceed immediately, in association with the
area committees; to prepare the 1970 budgets

It be suggested to the NECCDRVW and the area committees that
additional persons be invited to part101pate in the 1970 budget
planning for refugee works

4 Continuation Committee be appointed by this Consultation to
plan the formation of the Hear East Ecumenical Committee for °
Refugee Work, this Continuation Committee to consist of the
following persons: - "

Mrs. Mary Aghaby

Bishop Najib Cuba'in

M. Fuad Farah

Mr. Sami Habiby

Metropolitan Elias Kurban

lrchimandrite Constantine Michaelides
Rev. Isbir lMakdisi

Mr, George Mistkawi

M>», Labib Nasgir

Bishop Karalkin Sarkissian

Bishop Saliba Shamoun

One Coptic Orthodox member from Egypt to be

appointed by EACCS

and with the Rev. Albert Isteero as Executive Secretary, Mr.
Gabriel Habib as Assistant Executive Secretary and Mr. J. Richard
Butler ‘as Administrative Secretary and Convenor. (It was noted

‘that if a member .cannot attend a meeting he should name a

substitute for that meeting.)
A target time-table be adopted as follows:

a) a Constitution to be drafted and proposed no later than
31 December 1969, in order that it may be studied by the
Chrzics aenine~a27.. by the Area Committees and by the Central
Committee of NECC (whlch meets in January 1970);

= ¥ =



b) further meetings as needed for review of the draft
Constitution in the light of comments received, in
readiness for the Triennial meeting of the NECC in
April 1970, and for submission to the Churches,

¢c) early summer of 1970 be set as target date for the
beglnnlng of operations of the NEECRW. :

6. The Contlnuatlon Committee in drawing up the Constitution
should provide for an agency for fund-raising among Churches
of the Near East for refugee work.

7. The Continuation Committee give consideration to the pro-
cedure to be followed .in communicating with the Churches on
the plans for the fear Bast Ecumenical Committee. on Refugee .
Work, and responsibilities of membership.

8. The Continuation Committee in drafting the Constitution,
make provision for the dissemination of information on
‘refugees and refugee service programme and for the settlng-
up of an information bureau.

9. The Continuation Committee should give attention at an
earlY date to the location of the central office of the Near
East Ecumenical Committee for Refugee Work.

+ 4+ + + 4 4+

Out of its deliberations on the refugee question, the Consultation
felt the need for a regional conference of Churches in the Middle
East; which would enable them to give wider expression to their common
task in the region. While this subject is not strictly within the scope
of the Consultzation,; we would express a strong hope that negotiations be
carried forward as soon as possible towards the establishment of such
a regional conference of Churches.

+ o+ + + + + +

CONCLUSION

As we conclude the findings of our Consultation, we are reminded
that all of our concerns for justice and peace have their beginning
and ending in God. God's judgement 19 on all systems of men and God's
grace accompanies all.

In the world of our timé, which is in need of and searches for
justice, the task of the church is to manifest its dynamic and committed
action for "peace on earth and good will among men."

This is a time when the cause of Justlce is partlcularly at stake
for the Palestinian people.

'Wes as Christians, commit ourselves, in obedlence to: God'
Judgement and under His merciful grace, to the full recovery of their
human dignity and legitimate rights and to the redress of the injustice
done to them.

We pray that God will lead the Middle East to peace in Justlce
for the manlfestatlon of His will for all mankind.

+ + 4+ + + 4+



INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS
Suite 000 432 Park Avenue South
New York, N. Y. 10016

May 20, 1975

Mr. Elmer Winter

President

American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, New York

Dear Mr. Winfer:

| am writing to you in my capacity as chairman of the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious Consultations (1JCIC) which, as you know,
coordinates the activities of several major Jewish organizations in their
relations with the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches.

| personally serve on this committee as the representative of American Jewish
Committee.

All of us who have been involved in the work of IJCIC were shocked by an
article by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum which appeared in a number of Anglo-
Jewish publications in the United States, in which he makes a number of
irresponsible and even libelous accusations against responsible Jewish or-
ganizations and respected colleagues.

It would be a great disservice fo truth and fo the interests of world Jewry to
permit Rabbi Tanenbaum's distorted version of IJCIC's relations with the
Roman Catholic Church to stand unchallenged. However, because of our
concern for the good name of American Jewish Commitiee and of the larger
Jewish community, the organizations that comprise |JCIC have decided

not o respond fo Rabbi Tanenbaum's article in the public press. Instead,

we are sending the enclosed communication to you, as President of American
Jewish Committee, and to the several Jewish organizations that have been
following these developments with understandable concern.



We would appreciate your sharing this information with the responsible of-
ficers and board members of American Jewish Committee.

With warm good wishes, | am,

Sincerely yours,

.
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Rc:bb_i/J'oseph H. Lookstein

cc: Dr. Bertram Gold



THE VATICAN AND THE JEWISH COMMUNITY

A Statement by the Internctional Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations

Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, Chairman

In an article published in the Anglo-Jewish press in the United States the week
of Passover, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of American Jewish Committee makes a
number of accusations against major Jewish organizations and their representa=
tives on the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations

(CIC).

IJCIC is comprised of World Jewish Congress, Synagogue Council of America,
American Jewi sh Committee, Jewish Council for Interrel igious Relations in
Israel, and B'nai B'rith-Anti-Defamation League, and has been carrying on
discussions with the World Council of Churches and the Vatican since 1970.

The burden of the article is that Guidelines on Catholic-Jewish Relations re=
cently issued by the Roman Catholic Church were a disaster, and were actually
intended as reassurance from the Vatican Secretariat of Stote to the “Arab-
Muslim-Communist world."

The article charges that the Vatican Guidelines were intended as a "clear

and unambiguous message to the Arab world" that there will be no concessions
to the Jews or to the State of Israel. They communicated a "reassuring message
to Arab Christians, such as Patriarch Maximos Haokim, defender of gun-running
Archbishop Capucci." The Pope's statement to the Jewish delegation "con-
formed entirely to the Secretariat of State policy of total silence on Israel,
even in spiritual terms," and representatives of the Jewish organizations

that comprise 1JCIC served as "defenders of and apologists for anti=Jewish
forces in the Vatican." The reason for their betrayal is "institutional needs
and personal coreerist publicity."”

What the article does not report is that following the IJCIC meeting with the
Vatican in Rome in January, Tenenbaum wrote a letter to Pope Paul which
was highly laudatory, expressed warm appreciation to the Pope for his state~
ment to the Jewish delegation during the audience, and did not contain a
word of criticism or reservation.

In a personal statement on the Guidelines issued by Tanenbaum in December,
he declared that "in their entirety they represent from an informed Jewish
perspective a significant clerification of a number of vital issues central to
Christian-Jewish relations which we welcome as a constructive and timely
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contribution to the advancement of Jewish-Christian understanding and co-
operafion.” .

Tanenbaum is therefore saying one thing to the American Jewish community
and a totally different thing to the Roman Catholic Church, misleading both
the Jewish community and the Vatican.

It is such irresponsible behavior which led representatives of the major Jewish
organizations that comprise 1JCIC to the conclusion that Tanenbaum's con-
tinued participation in the work of IJCIC has become impossible. (He is no
longer the American Jewish Committee representative on 1JCIC.)

- The crticle makes the following chorges:

i

". ..representatives of World Jewish Congress and the Syna-
gogue Council of America have found it necessary repeatedly

to explain why the Vatican has not found it possible to adopt
enlightened views toward those issues which count most to Jews
today, " specifically the centrality of Israel in Jewish thought.
The Guidelines contained "a contrived reference to the Catholics'
need to 'witness' their Christian faith to Jews," and failed to
affirm thot Judaism "endures forever." '

"...bureaucrats of World Jewish Congress and Synagogue Council
of America who = truth to tell = are actually theological illiter-
ates, ganged up to silence the objections of the American Jewish
Committee and cravenly issued a press release in Rome denying
that there was any proselytizing intent."

These churges' ave false?s The facts are s, follows:

None of the organizations that comprise [JCIC ever offered ex-

planations for omissions in the Vatican Guidelines. Indeed, the

 official 1JCIC response fo the Vatican document criticized the

Vatican for its failure to refer to the inseparable connection be-
tween land, faith, and people in Jewish tradition.

The press release issued in Rome contained a statement by the Cath- -
olic side, not the Jewish side, disavowing proselytism = in response
to a demand by the Jewish Committee that they do so! That press -
release was drawn up with the participation of Dr. Zachariah Shuster
of American Jewish Committee and bore Tanenbaum's neme, as

well as the name of Rabbi Joseph H. Lookstein, as Chairman of
[JCIC, ‘who attended the Rome meeting-as American Jewish



Committee's representative.

3. The 1JCIC response was based on a statement prepared by the
Committee on Interreligious Affairs of the Synagogue Council
of America, which is chaired by Rebbi Walter Wurzburger, a
leading Orthodox Jewish theologian, and comprised of repre-
sentatives of the three branches of American Judaism - including
theologians on the faculties of our major seminaries. [t is the
position of this committee - a position endorsed by other major
Jewish organizations that comprise 1JCIC - that it is undignified,
demeaning and dangerous for Jews fo demand that the Catholic
Church "recognize" the legitimacy of Judaism. The legitimacy
of Judaism is totally independent of Catholic doctrine. We do
net seek such legitimation, nor are we prepared to offer such le-
gitimation in Jewish theology to Christianity. That is why we re-
ject Tanenbaum's positicn that we request such legitimation from
the Vatican. On the other hand, several members of [JCIC
pressed for the inclusion in the [JCIC response of a sentence which
affirms "the incommensurability of Jewish and Christian theoleogy."
It was Tanenbaum who vetoed the stronger statement and watered
it down to "the theological distinctiveness of the iwo faiths."

4. HJCIC's statement raised the issue of Cathoiic "witness" and chall-
enged the Catholic Church fo explain the competibility of such
“witness" with the admonition contained in the Guidelines that
"dialogue demands respect for the other as he is; above ail, re-
spect for his faith and his religious convictions."

5. WCIC did not silence any objections by American Jewish Committee.
It did decide to silence Tanenbaum, and io bar his participation
in the Jonuary meeting with the Vatican. (He ettended as an ob-
~server without floor privileges.) The reason for that decision was
the grave damage done by Tanenbaum to !JCIC and to Jewish in-
terests when he issued a personal response to the Vatican Guidelines -
without informing any of the member organizations of 1JCIC -
at the very time that he was sitting with these organizations to
work out a united Jewish response = to which he had put his
signature.,

The frresponsible treatment of sensitive relationships with the Roman Catholic
Church by Tanenbaum constitutes a terrible abuse of public trust. It is diffi-
cult to assess the damage that his behavior has done to vital Jewish interests.
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.. CONSULTATTON STATZMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS

"As' every man hath received the gift, even’
so-minister the same one to another as good
" Btewards of the manifold grace of God," A
fi I Peter 4:10 -

"Anything that happens anywhere is the affair .
' of the total congregation.“ Saint ‘Ignatius of:
N Antloch ST e

wre e
by

) It is 1n thia apirlt of service and oneness that for 21 yeara,
Chriatians of the Middle East supported by their brethren. all. over
the world have been carrying on a ministry of relief and rohabili-
tation to the Palestinian: refugees.

Ecumenical Conferences on the Arab’ refugae prohlems :wére held
in Beirut in 1951 and’ 1956. On September 29, 1969 - a little more
than two years after the 1967 war, wé’ assembled in: Cyprus for a
third Consultation on ‘the Palestine refugee problem and the challenge-
it presents to the Churches '6f the Middle DBast and the world. We
axe grateful to our host Church; the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, and
to the Preaident and people of Cyprus, for their hospitality. Many
of us have come straight from visits to Jordan, Lebanon, Syria,
" U.A:R. ox Israel and the Israeli-occupied lands, where we had been
" able to ‘see the plight of the Palestinian refugees and displaced
persons for ourselves and talk with representatives of churches and
. governments in the countries we visited, The majority of delegates
are members of the Middle Dastern churches, some of us Paleotaniano.
The othexr delegates reprooant churches and church agenoiea in welve
countries:outside the ifiddle East. We are happy to have. with us as .
.consnliants,: representatives of UNRWA and meny.Church (hoth Gatholxo
and Protestant) and non—churoh Voluntary Agancies engaged in. refugea
work in the Middle East, -

‘The’ purpose of our Conoultation has been' 3 - ={ " &

a) to learn for ourselves the situation of Palest;ne ’
refugees since 1948; .
- the great aggravation of the.altuation by the Yar . 2
. .of - June 1967, . '
g © «= the increased- displaoemont of Palestiniana and the ,
; .displacement. and evacuation of hundredo of thouaanda
of .ather Arabs from .their homes; - .. .

b) to reviév the work of rehabilitation 'and'relief. wh;ch
vas’ entrusted to the Near East Council of Churches- (then
e ‘Héar East’ Christian Couneil) by the first Beirut Conference
" and vhich has been carried out faithfully and-effectively
by the NECC and its aaaooiateo through the reourring orlses
of the last elghtaen yearo-

c)'to find ways for a greatar involvement of the Churchea o
of the Middle East in this work, and

1_d)'to define’ the’ prioritiea called for by the preoent
; Ssituation. ‘

R
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His Beatitude the Presidernt of Cyprus, Archbishop Mekarios,
opened our Consultation and the General Secretary of the World
Council of Churches, Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, gave the opening
address. Ve have heard reports of the work and problems of the
U.N. Relief and Vorks Agency (UNRWA) and of the Palestine Refugee
Programme of the Near East Council of Churches. We have reviewed
the statements of the World Council of Churches on the Palestine
refugee problem and espacially the statément of ite Central Committee
in Canterbury, August 1969. Ve have studied the social and political
dimensions of this problem.

As we look back on the First and Second Beirut Conferences which
‘had expressed their shock at the plight of the refugees from Paleetine,
and ro=-read the:words of the 1951 Conference Statement~

"More than three- qaartere of a milllon Paleetinian
. refugees have been subjected to terrible privations,
lasting in many ¢ases for a period of three years.
They have suffered griovoua physical ahd material losses,
but - their mental, moral and spirituwal hurt has perhaps
been even greater. Furtnermore there ia no end in aight.

e realize that’ in 1969 the plight of the Palestinain refugees is
even yorse; there has been no progress in their return to their
homeland - on ‘the’ contrary, hundreds of thousands more: have lost
their homee and 8o far there has haen no reatorat1on of’ juatice and
peace in'the lMiddle’ East. S

Through two: dacadae the . reliaf and rehabilitation agenoioa of

:the churches:have scught to be wise stewards of the resources pro-
- vided by chﬂrch people in many countries for relieving the plight

of the refugees and for helping them to: maintain human dignity.

“Our work: for refugees.has been in-close cooperation with the United
-Nations Relief and Yorks Agency. (UNRWA). The experiences of the - -

years have deepened our awareness of the enormity of the tasks .
faced by UNRWA, and the competance and dedication with which it
has dealt with the complex problems of ﬁhe refugees. "

GUIDE LINES SUGGESTED TO THE CHURCHES

Espential as programmee of relief and rehabilitation are,
hovever, ve are convinged that in themsslves they are not an adequate
Christian response to- the injustice and misery under.which the great
majority of the Palestinian refugees continue to suffer, despite
211 the efforts of the United Nations. Nor is relief and rehabili-
tation alone a response to the aspirations for self-determination
and nationhood of the Palestinians. We comsider it our duty to call
upon the churches of the world to use all their influence towards
a just solution involving neceeaarlly the recognition of the rights
of "the P-lestinians from which alone a lasting peace could come to
the Middle East. Towards thie end. we suggest to the Churches the
following guide lines: :

There is growing awareness of the reallty of a Palestinian
community, and manifestation of & Palestinian identity as
shown, for example, in the Palestine liberation movement.
Awareness of this Palestinian identity may be a first step

o B



‘towards :the redress of the injustices done to the Palestinians,
This means specifically that all of our work, both in human-
.itarian fields and in the preparation’of educational and in-
formational .material, uat be done not only for the Palestinians

. buf with then.

.. While. the statament of the Central Committee of- the World

.- Council:of Churches. in Canterbury in August 1969 is not re-
+-garded as, in every.respect, acceptable to all the members of
the Consultation, we welcome it as a step forward in building
1understanding:among thé Churches:of the need to work for justice
-to- the. Palestinian people.

-In particular we believe, in line with the Canterbury State-
ment (Point 3), that in supporting the establishment of a - -
Jewish State in Palegtine, :without recognizing the rights .of -+
the Palestinians to .self-determination, injustice has been done
;to the’ Paleatinian /Arabs by the Great Powers. and thia in— U
'Juatice ahquld he radreaaed.. : ) s

In line vith the Canterbury Statement (Point B), we are con-1'
cerned about the guardianship of the Holy Places, the status
of Jerusalem, “and the people of the city, and we welcome the
. proposal that the‘ﬂorld Counoil of Churchea should initiate
'diacuslions on. tha point. . e

.

Concerning the subject of bibllcal 1nterpretatlon, we note
vith-satisfaction that the Canterbury Statement- (Point T)

. hds warned against "the misuse of the Bible in aupport -of

partisan political wviews."

Verocognize the difficulties fo be expected ‘in any effort
to vitalize the chuxches! work, both in the field of humani-
. %arian service, and in the struggle for the fundamental rights
.+ . 0f:: the Palestinian refugees. And with the Canterbury Stzte-
.ment, we. pray."that-our Churches will have a reneved sense of
the continuing and increasing tragedy of the Palestinian .
refugees and other displaced persons, and. of:the impérative :
obligation of the Churches to minister to their needa and -
support their basic demand for justice." (Point 5) :

.Al1l our work of compassion should be done in the context of
" the Btruggle for. a Jusk, solution. . .. - SRR

The- Consultdtion: requests the World Council of Churches tO‘*-
ask its member churches-to ude all their influence on’ their
governmente towards-the redress of the: inauatioe 'done ‘to~"
Palestine- refugeas; such redress to be based’upoh the prin-
ciples of the UN I,Chartex and the Univeraal Deolaration of .
Buman Rights.. " . e

The Conaultation:welcomea thﬂ actions -of the Churches'
Commission-on International Affairs (CCIA) ih convening ‘con-
sultations-or the Paledtine problem. It recommends that fur-
ther consultations beileld in which Palestinians should be
included and that the conclusions ‘of such consultations be' -
communicated to the United Nations Secretary Gernéral and to-
. the mempber, .churchesg of the Wbrld Council of Churches. | .

The Consultation' requests CGIA, working in consultation with
the churches of.the Middle East, and with dus regard to the

w B



. - .guidelines stated above, to iﬁteneify-regular discussions at
... the United Nationa and-with all governments concerned with
-, influencing & political solution. It suggests that the ex-

The Consultation suggests that the various Divisions of the
World Council of Churches should be requested to examine their
. programmes. in order to ensure that the ramificatione of the
.. ‘Palestine refugee question are not overlooked. For instance,
.. the.Division.of Ecumenical Action could be asked ‘to see how
-+ far it can involve itself in aspects of leadership training
: and‘appropriate. youth work ‘in the- light of the epec:fic needs
_of the Paleetine refugees.

-

INFORMATIGN ON THE_PALEST RE REFUGEE PROBLEM

‘L ‘We. found that cne obetaele_to the eotion of the Ghurohee
throughout the ! world wag the 1ack of. reeponsible 1n£ormation on
the Palestine refugee problem. We make therefore two reoommend-
atione.”.h o

: 1. Ve coneider 1t an imperative obligation of a11 Chrietian
 Churches. to use their utmost efforts through their organ-
'ﬁlizatione, ‘conferences and publications, and in -cooperation

with the sister Churches of the Middle East,: to bring out,
- responsibly, the facts about the Palestinian refugees and.
-ather displaced persons, ‘and.-the grave injusiices done to
the Palestinian people, 86 -'as to help oreete the conditions
conducive: to a just solution. .-

2. We. call upon. the churches of the world, at ell levele frem
" the local:congregations to national and- regional councils;
. .-Aoipromote an informed Cpristian discussion of the Palestine
, 27~ question. There must be deep underetending of the inalienable
-pature of the fundemental righta of 'the Palestinian people.
*: Our_concern for justice must go: forward oonourrently with:
renewed humanitarian efforte. . .

o
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Ye have reviewed the. programmes carried on at the preaent tioeb

through’ the Réar East Council of Churchea in the .light of present
needs and we have considered what further contribution the churches
of the.world should now be called upon . to make through the Division
of Inter-Churchiid, Refugee and World Service.of the Vorld Counoil
of Churches. Ve have reached the following: conolueione._;;j'

Thie Goneultation oalla upon the World Counecil of Churohee.

Division of Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service to .©
ask the member churches to reorder their priorities so as to
provide 8 2,000,000 for new programmes over .the coming two
years in support of the self-respect and individual dignity.

of the Palestinian refugees and displaced persons through - =
the following urgent priority activitiee, 113ted in order of
immediate needs - . :

1. A major interpretation progremme to Churchee outeide
. of the Middle East shaped and led by the Churches and
people within the Hiddle Bast is urgently needed.

T E A

.. changes which -take place should not always remain unpublished, -
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2, The Consultation calls upon the Near Iast Council of _
Churches Division for Refugee Work, and the.proposed. . : ..
successor body; to establish.an information:office, and’
.8 fund raising appeal to the Churches and related.agencies

) of the Middle East in support of the Paleatln;an refugee
_ programme, .-

3.’Expanaion mist be given immediately to vocational school
" ‘training, maternity and child welfare training, and more
organized youth activity within and without the reéfugee*
' ¢amps, ‘Special efforts are needed to train Palestinian
refugees to lead and administer the Churchea' Mlddle East
. refugee. programme,, :

4. Programmes and projects must be more aalective and” provide
increased depth of individual assistance leading to real
self-help goals.- Such activities would include loan .
programmes (for education, -establishment of - business and
help for individual houaing)g enpl oyment - placament. de~
velopment projects (for agrlcultura, marketing and -gmall
industry and. handicrafts).- : A/ . o

5. More family service centres’ are required which will serve
mothers and pre-school children, offer medical clinlcal
services where otherwise totally lacking and’which will.:
include concern for mental health, the handicapped; the
aged, and social work sarvices.

6. There will be exceptional inltancea of need for a short
* tern amergenoy fcod and material aaaistanca programme.

7. There will be neads related %o the individual urgent
aituations of the areas or countries conéerned which will
‘require exceptional attention, e.g.. the donation -of life
saving medicaments whioh a country canhot utharwiae obtain.

B,nParticular attention 1a to be given t0 the.eapaclal needs
of the pepple in the occupied territoxries.: -

9. -Heanvhile programmes and projects shoulid be-studied by

- existing staff, or new survey reviews should be requested

.of government and aspecialized agancies (such as UN) and

of university expertise..- . S vy anh

As governments and UNRVA carry the primary responéibility for
maes housing, mass feeding.end: public health for the Palestin-
ian refugees,. the Churches should. take care not to duplicate
what governments and UNRVA do. 3§

The responsibilities placed upon UNRWA by its mandate have
alwaye far exceeded,the budgetary resources. placed at its
disposal by the member governments of the United Nationms.
UBEVA now faces once again a very serious budgetary crisis
vhich -~ unless it is speedily resolved by the member govern=-
ments of the United Nations - will ‘still’Turther reduce the
possibilities.of UHRWA providing even:-&.bare ninimum. of
feeding, medical and school services for. hundreds. of; thousands
of Palestinian refugees and. their chi}dren. T T

+

We call upon the Yorld Council of Churches and its member
churches around the world to urge the: méiber governments of
the United Nations to strengthen the hands of UNRVA:and
provide, without further delay,” resources needed for guaran-
teeing UNRWA's basic programme. v
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PROPOSAL FOR THE FUTURE STRUUTURE OF THE WOREK FOR PALESTINE
REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS

In a comprehensive review of the refugee work, the Conaultation
has noted that since the Beirut Conferences of 1951 and 1956
many changes have occurred in the life and situation of the
Palestinian refugees as well as in the lzfe and witneaa of the
of ecumenical relations and commitmenta, as well 28 in their
1nvolvement in refugee work and the new insights and experiences
gained tharaby..:_. s s ‘o) N

In view of all these changea, the Conaultation bacama aware of
.Yhe need for: . ; .

13 ‘An overall’ planning and aduipistrative committees :i::.
2) Inoréased ecumeniéal involvement of the churches - **
‘and’ Christian agencies in the Near East; ¥
3) Representation of ‘area committees on the ovarall

‘iplanning. cocnittee; - ¢ Bl
4) Greater participation by the churches in the rest -
of the world in the refugee programme vhich makes
-claims, upon the conscience of all men; . . O
5)-cloaer collaboration with other sexrvice aganoies e
- .working with the Palestinian refugees. : '

i &

Yoa,

Therefore the Gonaultation reoommsnds.

1 The establishment of a Near East Ecumeniocal Oommittqe £6r
Refugee Vork (NEECHW), which would be composed of: ™~

- tha memberahip of the exiating Neaxr East. COuncil of
ot " Churches Division of Refugee VWork (consisting of five
e gmambara appointed by the Near East Council of Churches
and five members appointed by the Area Committees
* respectively), plus one repraaentatxve of any area ‘com=
mittee not already represented in the HECGDHW, “

- tio' members from'éach of those member churchés of the
" - Horld Council’ of Churches in the area, (i.e. the "host
' countries" of ‘the-Palestinian refugees) which-are not
members of the NECC and which are willing to -become

membaru of the NEEKEH!

*Thn B&ar East Ecumenieal Committee for Refugee Wbrk (HEEGR&H
should have the-authority and functions which have up: till
nov been exercised by the NECCDRW, plus authority for the ™
appointment of executive staff.

2 Continuance ‘of the- present aystem of workxng through the
’ Area Committeea.-‘

3 "In the compoaition of the NEECRW and the Area Committeea
... the following considerations should be taken into accounts:

-~ wider: repraaentation of Churches in the area; ~taking -
* * dnto consideration the si:ic of. the oommunities '
represented on the committees;
. dnclusion of women; ‘
.inoluaipn ‘of youth; -
inoluaion gf Paleatinians,
, =~ attention to. the appointment of paraona with apecialiaed
gkills and qualif;cationa for. the refugee .work programme.

s 8 =
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4,

5

6.

Closer collaboration with Catholic Churches.and Catholic refugee
service agencies, other Churches and other Christisan agencies
involved in refugee work in the area, through consultation

and participation in committees and joint operations to
wvhatever extent may “be posslble.

A stronger and continued support of and closer collaboration with
local, international, voluntary, and inter—governmental agencies
engoged in refugee work in the area.

A geaxrch for means of pcssxble cooperation with Serv;ca Agencies
of other faiths.,

CONTINUATION PROCEDURES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE FORMATION OF THE
JEAR EAST ECUMENICAL, COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEE VJORK ( NEECR'!

1.

3

4.

The Consultation _agrees to recommend that.

The Near East Counc;l of Churches DlVlBlon for Refugee “Vork.
(NECCDRY) should continue operations of the refugeé programme
until such time as the Near East Ecumanical Committee for .
Refugee Work (mcm_.') is_ :E'omed,

The NECCDRY should prooéeﬁ 1mmedlately, in assoclatlon w;th the
area committees, to prepare the 1970 budget;

It be suggested to the NECCDRV and the area committees that

.additional persons be-invited.to participate in the I970 budget

planning for refugee worktt.n
£ Contimuation Committee ‘be appoxnted by this Consultation to .

‘plan the formation of the Near East Ecumenical Committee for

Refugee Vork, this Contlnuatxon Committee to consist of the
following persons::

Mxe. Mary Aghaby ;

Bishop Najib Cuba'in

Hr. PFuad Farah

My, Sami Habiby Sinfamsier o ir e
- Metropolitan Elias Kurban .

Apchimandrite COonstantine Michaelides

Rev. Isbir lakdiei - '
Mr, George Mistkawi

Mr, Labib Nasir

Bishop Karalin Sarkiaaian
Bishop Saliba Shamoun = )

Une Coptic Orthodox member from Egypt to be

appointed by BACCS.

»

and with the Rev. Albert Isteero as Execut;ve Secretary, Mr,
Gabriel Habib ‘as Assistant Executive Sécretary and Mr. J. Richard
Butler as Administrative Secretary and’ Convencr._(It was.noted
that if a member cannot attend a meeting he should name. a
substitute for that meeting.)

A target time-table be a¢oﬁted'aq follows:

a) a Constitution to be drafted and proposed no later than
31 December 1969, in order that it may be studied by the
Chumcs ainearned, by the Area Committees and by the Central
Committee of NECC (which meets in January 1970);

o T



b) further meetings as needed for review of the draft
Constitution in the light of comments received, in-
readiness for the Triennial meeting of the WNECC in

v April 1970, and for: eubmleelon to the Churchee,- "

c) early Summer of 1970 be set as target dete fer theu
beginning of operatlens of the NDBCRW.
6. The Centinuation Committee in- drawzng up the Conatltutzon
~should provide for an agency for fund-raising among Churchea
_of the Near East for refugee work. _

‘f; The Continuation Commlttee give conelderation to the: pro=
cedure to be followed in communicating with the Churches on
.the plans for the ifear Zast Ecumenical Commlttee on, Refugee L

Work; -and- reeponeib;lztiee ‘of ‘membership. s .

8. The Continuation Committee in drafting the COnatltutlon,__e3
make provision for the dissemination of information on
-refugeee and refugee service programme and for the aetting-
sup of an lnformation bureau. :

’ 9.~The Continuatzen Committee ehould oive attention at an P
earlY date to the location of the central office of the Near
+ East-Ecumenical Committee for Refugee Work. -

A + 4+ 4+

_:'I'_J'-' o

Out of 1te deliberatlone on the refugee queatien, the Coneultatlon
felt the need for a regional: conference of Churches in the Middle
East, which would enable them to give wider expression to their common
_task in the rezion. While, this subject is not strictly within the scope
of the Ceneultation, we, would express a.strong hope that negot;etlona be

:_ carried forward as soon as possible towards the establiahment of such

a regional conference of Churches.
' o T

. CONCLUSION . —

As we conclude the findings of our Consultation, we are reminded
‘that all of our concerns for justice and peace have their beginning
and ending in God. God's Judgement is on all systems of men and God's
grace accompanies 2all.

i ¥ In the world of our time, which is in need_of and searches for
justice, the task of the church is to manifest its dynamic and committed
action for “peace on earth and good will among men."

This is a time when the cause of justice is particularly at stake
for the Palestinian people. ’

We, as Christiana, commlt ouraelves, in obedience to God's
* jidgement and under His merciful grace, to the full recovery of their
human dignity and legitlmate righte and_to the redress of the inauatice

done to them.

Ve pray that God will lead the Middle Fast to peace in. Juetice
for the manifeetation ef His will for all manklnd ‘
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* APPENDIX

MIDDLE EAST STATEMENT

adopted by the Central Committee of the !
World Council cof Churches,; Canterbuxy, August“1969l

"The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches reviewing the
situation in the Middle East in the light of the resolution of the . .
Uppsala Agsembly and later events in the area, notes with deep concern -
the oonstant deterioration of the situation and the increasing .threat
of an explosion which could affect the peace of the world, adopts as its

" own the prineciples which the former Central Committee of the World Council.

of Churches set forth in its etatement on the Middle East at Heraklien
in August 1967. . _

1.

- 2.

4.

5

7,

8.

Recognizee that no laetlng peace is poselble without reepectlng the
legitimate rights of the Palestinian and Jewish people presently
living in the area and without effective international guarantee
for the political independence and territorial integrity of all
nations in the area, including Ierael,

Recognizes that the great powere have special responsibility for
creating the political climate and the external circumstances in

which peace can be restored on the basis of the implementation of

the UN Security Council Resolution of Hovember 22, 1967;

Believes that in eﬁpporting the establishment of the State of Israel .

without protecting tha rights of Palestinians injustice has been
done to ?aleetlnzan Arabs by the great powers which should be re-
dressed, ;

Re-affirms that the World Council of Churches should continue to
fulfil its responsibility to serve the needs of all refugees, and
requests it to include in this concern both Arabs and Jews and the
basic idea of legitimate free movement;

Welcomes the plans to convene in Cyprus in September next a con-
sultation on "The Mjddle Fast Refugee Programme'", and prays that our

" churches will have a renewed sense of the continuing and increasing

tragedy of the Palestinian refugees and other displaced persons, and
of the imperative obligations of the churches to minister to their
needs and support their basic demand for justice;

Statee again its eoncern that basic intermationally recognized hunan
rights be observad fcr all people and urgesc the General Secretary of

- the Upited Nations to intensify his actions towards this end;

Sugzeets that the subject of biblical interpretation bs studied in

. order to avoid the misuse of the Bible in support of partisan polit-

ical vieva and to clarify the bearing of faith upon critical political
questions,

Recommends that serious consideration be given by the appropriate de-
partment of the World Council of Churches to initiating discussions

 with Christians, Jews and lMoslems as to the guardianship of the Holy

Places, the status. of Jerusalem and the people of the city.
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