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to
from

Abe Karlikew
Sergio Nudelsts jer

Arab A-tivities in Mrxino

wnpuelowsw

These last few days we have falt in flexico intenss aenti-
Israsli and pro~Arab activity, by the office of ths Arab -
Leagus in fMexico and by tha offics of the PLOD.

1) As ws approach the date of November 29th, the pPLD was

able to organize in the Facultad ds Cisncias Politicas

y Sociales dela UNAM (Faculty of Politiczl and Social
Science of the National University of Mexice) and under
the auspices of the Center of International Relatiens,-
‘a seminary which will take placz Novemher 27 through No=-
vember 30th on the following Sub joct: PalestineiConflicts
and Perspectives, Among the participants to said seainar,
are University Professors of the leftist wing and quite
pro-Arsb, and ons of these is Marwan Tahbub, repressenta- -

tive of the PLO in Mexico. It is out of ths question that

this seminary will atrract @ number of students and tea-
chers and will be used a8 en anti-Israeli platform,

You will find included in this memo a copy of ths full program,

2)Seme newspapers have been publishing a series of open, pro-

Atrzh articles and sditorials, in which is fslt ths hand of
the PLO office. Among these articles, is one under the ti-
tle of: Campo Davidipaz Ficticia, Unidad Arabs contra el

Sionismo, (Cemp David: Fictitious Peace, Arab unity ageinst

Zionism), written by Carlos Sanchsz Cérdsnas and 4s Says
in one of the paragraphs,

veaTEl Aviv is set on continuing this dovastating
action that hss resutted in the expulsion of the
palestinians from their own lend and in the ere=-
sing of Palsstine as a nation.....”

Yeollionism is a racist, sectarian, colonizing move-
ment, caracterized by fanatism, hatred, expansionism
and aggression...a stending of imperialism, endowsd
with all kind of msdia to protect the imperiaslistic
monopoly and thus, exploit all the Arab region, it,s
natural resources and riches and cause division among
the Arab nations... n“
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otothﬂ Ziuniat imperialist attack has reached
‘such a state of fiercenass that it dffects all
‘Arabs, independently of their !daologias. poli- -
tical systems and economical oneS.eeees’ '
3 N

o Eéc;;séﬂ;.ﬁléasa'éind xérax'copy uf mentiuhad artiﬁlg;::*

. S At tha same timu, apprearad an LBBUB of Bulletin #80 =

of tha so-callad sociacidn de.Am ‘de los puebbles N

‘Arabes (Rsoclation of Friends oi' Arab lations), which:- '

is publishsd by the office of, the Areb League in Maxx- for
;5 - : ... coy 'This bullatin ‘is terribly poisonedus, openly - anti~
e T _ Israsli, enti-Jewish and anti_American, and in: this: -';
' ' issue it publisbaa en extensive and: u;nlant ad;tnrlal
~inlwhich. nna}ofaxts parnagraphs*states: ‘:“” L2, e

S <ivig o '...Israel ‘and ths UHited Statas are the natu-' SATEEN
T e " ' ral born snemies ‘of “the Arab- psnplea thay dé<. - ik
ardeih B . prived thaﬁpalastiniana of -their land .and tarsw P
them. out into the' wilderness with ‘the genocidal .- "
purpose of éxtinguishing’ then; To ‘the: graat -mise 0y
. -fortune: of- the Imperialists, the palestinians aur-:,”
el B S "+ . vived all this wickednsss and are fighting now for
i o0 7 -7 their destiny and to recovsr their occupised land,
e el = “taken 5 from them by tha Jaws and thair Yankael_7
S, S ’ - accomplices......_.‘.'. . - . i e \ -
) / i : ax -3 . . A % _“'"*

T -

ﬂn paga 6 of the sane bulletln, thay reproduce our articla
on “Pope John Paul Il written by Rabbi Tananbaum, with blttting
‘ criticism and eayinga '

ﬂUUR CHURCH AND PODR CATHOLICS, JUDﬂISN HRS DDNINRTED THEN“

~ . < "n

Enclosed: 919339 “'i""' a xerox pﬂw or ‘satd bulletin. L

S & g

On.Mr. udelstajars abaanca. aigned byEThal Es Gut*man =

24 ‘dabﬁ tn-Rabhi mabc'fananbaum _ - 225”2;?7

to David Celler
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WHO ARE THE ARABS?
e

An . Information ?acket

Intfoductibn

) For many years, the need to help establish a dew1sh state, and- to protect
it from a multitude of threats to its existence and viability, has concentrated -
the attention of the American Jewish community on the Israelis, to the virtual
exclusion of the 100 million Arabs in the surrounding states. But-if the recent.
moves toward peace in the region are to succeed, normal relationships will have
to be established between Israel and her Arab neighbors. The purpose of this
discussion guide is to stimulate American Jews to think about and 1earn about
the- Arab peopIes

Discussion leaders will find the pr1nc1pa1 themes for cons1derat1on in
thys Introduction. Detailed questions relating to these themes follow.

For most of the past 30 years, American Jews have thought of the Arabs as
the "enemy," a great undifferentiated group of nations on the other side of the -
Arab-Israeli conflict. At least since 1973, however, it has become clear that
there are vast differences among the Arab states. A few -- Saudi Arab1a, Kuwait,
and ‘the Arab Emirates -- control the largest known petro1eum reserves in-the
world, a source not only of great wealth, but of growing political power in both
the 1ndustr1a11zed and less developed world (On the other hand, this wealth-
and power have generated serious social and political problems for these coun-
tries which have suddenly been catapulted into the modern industrial age.)

Others are extremely poor and underdeve]oped and face ever-increasing diffi-
cu1t1es feeding their rap1d1y -growing popu]at1ons : , -

To understand today s Arabs, and the 'various forms of their self- 1dent1f1cat1on,
one must examine how their history contrasts with their situation today Who,
then, are "the Arabs"? Two author1t1es on the Arabs say: - ‘

- AL those -ane Anabs for whom xhé central éact of
7 ‘histony 48 the mission of Mohammed-and the memory
0% the Anab Empinre, and who in addition cherish
the Anabdie tongue and its cultural heritage as
thein common possession, (Mohammedanism, by -
H.A.R. Glbb)

whoeue& Lives in our countrny, 5paah5 our Eanguage,-
is brought up in oun culture and takes pride 4n.

- our glorny 4is one of us. (Cited by Bernard Lewis
in - The Arabs. in History) o - :

Both Gibb and Lewié analyze several uhifyinngactors which hé1ped create
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what Raphael Patai, in The Arab Mind, calls the Arab core of the Middle East.
Among them, two stand out: IslTam, the religion which originated in the Arabian
peninsula, and Arabic, the language of the Koran, inextricably tied to the reli-
gion, which became the common language of the region. Both the language and the
religion swept through the Middle East in a wave of conquests which created

"A Golden Age of Arab Culture" from the eighth to thirteenth centuries. (See
UNESCO Courier articles attached.)

The role of history in shaping the modern Arab world cannot be under-
estimated. S.D. Goitein, in Jews and Arabs, points out that whereas the Jews
were exiled from their homeland and scattered for millenia throughout the world,
the Arabs were, in a sense, exiles on their own soil .until quite recently. By
the thirteenth century, the Arab peoples -- except for some tribes in inaccessible
desert and mountain areas --- had lost their political independence and no longer.
controlled their own affairs. The Islamic Empire was split, again .and again,
into ‘local dynasties, first under the Persians, then under various Turkish
rulers -- the Seljugs, the Mamelukes, and finally the Ottomans. (Even though
the Ottoman Turks were Muslims, the Arabs considered them interlopers and- . ;
oppressors.) Such historic memories are one basis for the emergence of modern. -
Arab. nationalism early in this century, and for its growth to this day.

Arab political aspirations emerged at different times in different places.
Most of today's 21 Arab states are less than 30 years old. Only the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia was an independent nation before World War II; until the 1950s and
1960s, most-of the others suffered some form of ‘colonial domination-(by the French
in-North Africa, Syria, and Lebanon; by the British in Palestine), or were pro--
tectorates of the British (in Iraq, Egypt, Kuwait, Aden, and the Persian-Gulf). -
This-legacy ‘of colonialism has markedly affected Arab-attitudes toward Western. .
culture-and ideologies, as well as toward the two superpowers,-the U.S. :and the. .
U.S.S.R: (The discussion leader may ask whether Saudi Arabia's pro-American - :-,.;
attitude may :be exp1a1ned by its never having been a Western c01ony )

Rap1d change and conf11ct1ng ideals are facts of ]1fe in the Arab wor]d
today, where old customs and laws often stand in the way of the:.pressure-to
reach into the twentieth century. (As an example of the havoc wrought by such
tensions between religious tradition and modern social and political experience,
the discuss1on leader may encourage the part1c1pants to talk about Lebanon:’)

The old moral1ty and: way of life are 1ncreas1ngly cha]]enged - in the
schools and universities, on television, and through other channels -- by
science, technology, and modern ideologies. 0il-rich states spend fortunes
sending their promising young people to Western universities to learn new tech-
nologies, but in addition to substantive knowledge these students have been
exposed to new ways of living. The young Saudi who has played football and been
a campus leader at the University of Southern California will see soc1ety d1f—
ferently when he returns to Riyadh than when he left.

i ,PoTiticaliy, most Arab nations are looking for ways to harness competing
loyalties -- to a religious group, or a village, to the army or.to a single
leader -- to the building of a modern state. Hence the emphasis on the pan-Arab
ideal on the one hand, and the separate nationalism of the individual Arab states,
each with its own political regime, on the other. (Military dictatorships like
Syria, Iran, and Yemen are obviously not about to join politically with tradi-
tional monarchies of Morocco, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates,
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despite the rhetoric of unity common to all of them. In addition, there is the
contrast between the enormous wealth of some Arab states and the abject poverty
of others, The rich states must decide how to use their wealth, where to dis-
tribute it, and how much to lend to less fortunate neighbors.

~ After President Anwar el Sadat's visit to Israel in November, 1977, the
Camp David agreement in September, 1978, and the negotiations between Egypt and
Israel in Washington in October, 1978, the Arab world appears, at last, to be
coming to grips with a problem that has ignited four wars in the past 30 years.
Until now, modern Israel has been viewed as an unwelcome foreign presence in the
Middle East. If peace comes, it will be necessary for both Arabs and Israelis to
to accept one another.

The discussion should review the differences between Israel and the sur-
rounding states, especially to the political meaning of Israel's Western-type
democracy, as well as the issue of Jewish identity in these surroundings, and
consider how -- after 30 years of hostility -- the Jews in Israel and the Arabs
in the surrounding states can learn to live as neighbors,



WHO ARE THE ARABS?

Discussion Guide #1

1. Why is it important for us to know who the Arabs are?

Their oil reserves

Their money
‘-~ The American strategic interest -

The geographic link to oil

L]

-- Their great number

Because the conflict in the Holy Land touches all peoples

2. How do you see Arabs? What are your mental associations with them?
. (TO THE DISCUSSION LEADER: Please encourage participants to share
" personal experiencés.) Are they:

==~ Strange or exotic

Bedouin, desert nomads

== Hospitable

Bahkward

Hypocritical

Terrorist and violent

3.  What are the major unifying forces in the Arab world today? .

Religion -- pan-Islamism -

Nationalism -- pan-Arabism

1
1

Culture

Historical experience

" == The conflict with Israel
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4, What are the main divisive forces in the Arab worl1d?

-- Economic problems: wealth and how to use it

Widespread poverty

Ideology: views of the West, Marxism, Modernity

Religion

The quest for political power by individual states

How have all these problems come to a head in Lebanon?

5. What would you say are the main problems confronting the Arab states today?
-- War

Economic development

Revolution

- quern culture

-- Poverty in the midst of wealth

6. MWestern-educated bureaucrats serve as spurs to social change in the Arab
world. How does exposure to European and American ways of life affect
' attitudes of these young Arabs toward their societies at home?

7. The creation of the State of Israel presented special problems to the
Arab world, as did the establishment of the new independent states in
the twentieth century. Is the essence of the Arab-Israeli conflict a
clash between:

-- Different political systems? 1Is Israel different as a state?

-- Conflicting national movements, such as the Zionist movement,
the Palestinian national movement, etc?

-~ Religious and cultural differences between Jews and Arabs?
(note differences between Jews and Arab Muslims and Arab Christians.)

8. How has the historical experience of the Jewish people as a minority
in Muslim Arab society affected relations with the Arabs? How does
this compare with present relations between Jews and Arahs in Israel
today?
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9. What do you expect in the future?

Do you believe there will be real peace between Israel and her Arab
‘neighbors? '

‘Can you speculate on what kind of peace it will be?

#78-300-277
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INTRODUCTION

On December 15, 1977, President Carter 'invited 16 leaders

of major Arab-American organizations to the White House to
discuss his Middle East policy. It was the first such meeting,
and invited leaders hoped it would initiate an ongoing dialogue
with the White House.

The Arab-American spokesmen voiced support for Mr. Carter's
peace efforts, but urged that he use his leverage to make
Israel respond to the recent overture of the Egyptian Presi-
dent Anwar el-Sadat. They also proposed that the U.S. recog-
nize the Palestine Liberation Organization (P.L.0O.) and include
it in the peace-making process. Concerning this point, Presi-
dent Carter explained that the P.L.O. would first have to
accept UN Resolution 242, thereby implicitly recognizing the
State of Israel; the Arab-Americans replied that the U.S. should
not - let itself be bound by Israel's position vis-a-vis the
P.L.O., but should act in its own interests to attain a just
peace.

The December meeting, as well as one held during the pre-
ceding month by Secretary of State Cyrus R. ‘Vance with a
similar group, showed Arab-Americans in a new role on the
American political scene. The community, numbering approxi-
mately 2 million, is articulating its views on U.S. Middle
East policy and the Arab-Israel conflict with growing sophis-
tication. Its organizations, together with pro-Arab business-
men and political consultants, form the core of an evolving
Arab lobby with considerable potential influence on American
policy -- a new challenge to pro-Israel sentiment in the U.S.

Political activity by organized Arab-American groups is a re-
cent phenomenon. Until a decade ago, Arab-American organiza-
tions were mainly social and cultural and were divided, for the
most part, by religious allegiances and places of origin. But
when the Arab countries suffered inglorious defeat in the 1967
war with Israel, community leaders in the U.S. found it neces-
sary to counter the image of the 'cowardly Arab'" in the mind
of the American public. And after the massacre of Israeli
athletes by Arab terrorists at the Munich Olympics in 1972,
when the U.S. Government intensified surveillance of Arab-
American groups suspected of terrorist connections, concerted
action was taken in response to what was perceived as harass-
ment and political intimidation.
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Prominent businessmen, lawyers and professors organized the
National Association of Arab-Americans (NAAA) to stimulate

and coordinate political activity by the existing social

and cultural groups. The NAAA has become increasingly

vocal, though it is relatively moderate in its attitude

toward Israel; it is now one of the two most prominent Arab-
-American organizations. The other is the Association of Arab-
American University Graduates, a more radically anti-Israel
group, which ccmbines its political goals with a strong
cultural emphasis.

The two groups, together with a good many smaller ones, seek
to bridge old religious and national divisions and create a
sense of Arab-American solidarity.

Some internal friction remains; the older settlers, Lebanese
and Syrian Christians whose families came here early in the
1900's and have since done well, do not always see eye to

with more recent arrivals: Palestinians, Egyptians and

Syrians, many of them Muslims and political radicals. However,
the different groups seem to ‘agree on what role Arab-Americans-
can play in promoting a more 'even-handed" U.S. policy in the
Middle East. "When you've got the President and members of
Congress raising questions about Israeli settlements, then it's
become respectable,'" says John P. Richardson, the public affairs
director of the NAAA. "In the past, American Arabs, who are
mostly conservative Lebanese, bit their tongues."

All of the Arab-American groups take the same approach to Zion-
ism and the Arab-Israel conflict. For some time, they have
publicized alleged human rights violations by Israel in the
administered territories, making the most of President Carter's
emphasis on human rights. They have widely quoted and publicized
speeches by prominent Israelis critical of their government--
for example, Israel Shahak, Chairman of the Israel League for
Human and Civil Rights, who has called for reorganization of
Israel as a non-Zionist state, and Felicia Langer, a member of
the Israeli Communist Party and an attorney who represents

many Jjailed Palestinians in Israeli courts. Most recently, the
Arab-American groups have challenged the wisdom of large-scale
U.S. aid to Israel, which, they say, encourages Israel to retain
conquered territories, and have argued that Israel violates
American rules and conditions for the use of arms.

Most of the groups take care to emphasize that they oppose only
Zionism, not Judaism, and to avoid using anti-Semitic slurs.
Instead, they try to weaken support for Israel by stressing the
difference between Zionist political ideology and the Jewish
religion, thereby seeking to raise doubts about the loyalty of
American Jews to Israel. '
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(In this effort, they cooperate with Jewish anti-Zionists like
Rabbi Elmer Berger, President of American Jewish Alternatives

to Zionism, and Dr. Alfred Lilienthal, leader of the American

Council on the Middle East, and ad hoc federation of militant

anti-Israel organization.)

The more moderate groups, such as the NAAA realize that Israel

is not about to disappear. However, there is widespread sympathy
for the P.L.0.'s goal of a "secular democratic" state in Palestine
to replace the existing '""racist, Zionist regime.'" Also the

groups unanimcusly claim that ""Zionist propaganda' distorts the
information the American public gets about the Arab-Israel
conflict, and are determined, through their efforts, to alter

the balance. -

The listing below includes the most prominent and numerous

among nationwide Arab-American organizations. Many of these

named have local branches, or affiliates with similar names, which
are not necessarily mentioned here. Also noted are some national
associations, not themselves Arab-American, that support the Arab
cause. Groups listed are U.S. organizations; groups registered
with the U.S. Department of Justice as agents for foreign
governments, such as the League of Arab States or the Arab Infor-
mation Offices in American cities, are not included.

An index of all organizations mentioned will be found at the end.



ARAB-AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS

National Association of Arab Americans (NAAA)
President: prof. Hisham Sharabi
Headquarters: Washington, D.C.

Founded: 1972 e

Publication: The Voice (monthly)

Organized "to fill the absence of an effective political action
group' in the Arab-American community, the NAAA has become the
comnunity's chief political Voice. An umbrella organization, it
consists of some 1,600 church, social and charitable groups and

an estimated 4,000 individuals all over the U.S. According to

its former president, Richard Shadyac, a Washington lawyer, the
NAAA depends solely on membership dues for its funds (Congressional -
Quarterly, 1975).  Its operating budget is estimated at $200,000
(John Maclean, Chicago Tribune, March 5, 1978).

The newly-elected president is Prof. Hisham Sharabi of
Georgetown University. ‘A noted historian, Prof. Sharabi
holds the Umar Al-Mukhtar Chair of Arab Culture (which

was established with a $750,000 gift by the_leyan govern-
ment) and serves on the executive committee of the Center
‘for Contemporary Arab Studies. He succeeds Joseph Baroody,
a public relations executive in Washington, D.C. and a
member of a prominent family of Lebanese origin.

Spurred by its new director of public affairs, John P. Richardson,
recently registered as a lobbyist, the NAAA has of late stepped up
its presentations to Congressmen and other public officials, hoping
to serve as an alternative source of information to the Israel
lobby. Its viewpoint is described as "first and foremost American."

Messrs. Baroody and Shadyac have pra1sed President Carter s
‘position on the rights of Palestinians and have urged him to use
available leverage on Israel to achieve peace, 'since political re-
alities are such that Israel could not pursue policies unacceptable
to this Administration." Mr. Baroody asserts that Israel, while
receiving sizeable U.S. aid "builds illegal settlements" and

rejects the most generous peace proposal it may ever get from the
Arabs...." He adds: '"We don't think this situation is in America's
national interest and we doubt that many Americans do."

The NAAA has recognized the P.L.0O. as the sole legitimate rep-
resentative of the Palestinian people, and has opposed arms trans-
fers to Israel. On April 8, 1978, Mr. Richardson told the Washing-
ton Post that the organ1zat10n would seek a Federal Court injunction
to stop such arms deliveries, on the grounds that Israel had vio-
lated the Arms Export Control Act by using American weapons durlng
its incursion into southern Lebanon.

In an ed1tor1a1 in The V01ce (March 1978), the NAAA described its
strategy and objectives:
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It is imperative for us to organize in order to

enable United States policymakers to act toward

achieving a just settlement in the Middle East

without the fear of domestic reaction...in order

to provide a healthier climate in the United

States for freedom of expression on ‘issues
_relating to the Middle East. President Carter

hesitates to utter one word: ''self-determination,

... because financially-potent Zionist. organlzatlons

will not tolerate the ennunciation

Besides political activities such as mounting letter-writing
campaigns and encouraging Arab-Americans to run for public
office, the NAAA sponsors workshops and cultural events de-
signed to generate pride in the Arab heritage and to combat
anti-Arab prejudice. The organization recently sued the
Marriott. Corporation for alleged discrimination against Arab
employvees; the case was settled out of court. .

One of the NAAA's most active chapters is the Greater Cleve-
land Association of Arab Americans (GCAAA). Joanne McKenna is
the group's president. . According to The News Circle, an Arab-
American publication in Los Angeles (December 1977), GCAAA is -
a volunteer organization with no salaried personnel. It claims
to represent 25,000 Greater Clevelanders of Arabic descent:
Christians, Muslims and Druzes; LebaneSe, Syrians, Palestinians,
Egyptians, Iraqis and Jordanlans. - :

The stated purpose of the organization is to express pride in
the ancestral language and culture and to give voice to
discontent with U.S. Middle East policy: '"We declare the
independence of the U.S.A. from allegiance to a foreign power
,or foreign-interest lobby...and are dedicated to peace with
Justice, to America's geopolltlcal and economic interests and
to international understanding.'' GCAAA has recently partici-
pated in a workshop sponsored by the U.S. Department of State
and the Council on World Affairs. It presents programs on
Middle Eastern culture in local churches and has been featured
in interviews On radio and TV.

ASSOCiation of Arab-American University Graduates (AAUG) .
President: "Fouad Moughrabi, Associate Professor of _
] Political Science, University of Tennessee
National Office: Detroit, Mich.
Founded: 1967 ;
Publications: Information Papers series; monographs;
Bulletin (monthly)

AAUG, with 15 chapters across the country, is one of the most
influential secular Arab organizations. Its 1,400 members are
mainly professors and other academlcs, lawyers, doctors and
engineers.
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The AAUG sponsors symposia, speakers and publications that
profess to ''correct distortions and bias" and provide "alternative
sources of information and knowledge' about the Middle East. Its
monographs and information bulletins, often written by respected
scholars such as Professor Ibrahim Abu-Lughod of Northwestern
University, deal with issues like the assimilation of Arabs in
the United States, or the negative stereotypes of Arabs as
"pbackward and Oriental despots.'" But there also are anti-Israel
propaganda papers with titles like '"'Legal Status of Israel and
the Occupied Territories,'" which depict Israel as a ''racist,
colonial state," and Zionism as '"the enemy."

The AAUG strongly supports the P.L.0O., reflecting, perhaps, the
large number of Palestinians among Arab intellectuals. It has
endorsed the use of force in '"liberating' Palestine as well as
the creation of a secular democratic state there, and has often
invited P.L.O. officials to address its conventions. At its
October 1977 convention, the organization went on record against
"pressures of reactionary Arab regimes pre531ng for American
liquidationist solutlons.“

Several prominent AAUG members met with Secretary of State Vance
on November 18, 1977, to discuss U.S. peacemaking efforts in the
Middle East. Professor Moughrabi, its president, and Abdeen
Jabara, a Detroit lawyer and pro-Palestinian activist, presented
a summary of AAUG's position which condemned Israeli air raids

in Lebanon as '"wanton and unjustifiable murder,'" called for a
moratorium on arms shlpments, -assailed Israel' s continued founding
of settlements in the administered territories, and called on the
U.S. to recognize the P.L.0O. as the sole representative of the
Palestinian people "without prior conditions," i.e., without
recognition of Israel by the P.L.O.

American Lebanese League (ALL)
President: Paul Corey
Chairman: Dr. Elias Saadi
Founded: 1976

Headquarters: Columbus, Ohio

Formed during the Lebanese War, ALL seeks to "influence U.S.
policy to foster the continued independence of Lebanon and to
secure the unity of all its people.”" It is chartered as an

~ educational and. charitable nonprofit organization.

ALL's president, Paul Corey, is a businessman; its chairman,

Dr. Elias Saadi, is a physician. Both have repeatedly met

with President Carter. 1In public statement, they have stressed
that the unique political and social character of Lebanon must be
maintained. A statement supporting the joint U.S.-Soviet
communique of October 1, 1977, which called for resumption of the
Geneva Conference on the Mlddle East, declared:
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'..Firm steps taken now to resolve the Palestinian problems
will also help-secure Lebanon's territorial integrity, thus
stabilizing the entire Middle East and protecting America's
vital interest there."

The organization has been careful not to spell out its position
on the Arab-Israel conflict. However, in connection with reports
of cooperation between the Lebanese Christian militias and
Israel, it has by implication recognized a congruence of
interests between Israel and Lebanon. The nature of ALL's ties
with other Arab organizations is unclear; after participating in
the December meeting with President Carter, Dr. Saadi and Mr.
Corey would not join in the statement released to the press by
the other groups, but issued a statement of their own, without
mention of the P.L.O. :

National Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs (NFASLC)
President: Sam Saad (LaGrange, I11.)
Founded: 1950

The NFASLC, an umbrella organization currently encompassing
there regional federations (Midwest, Southern, Western) and 200
local Syrian-Lebanese clubs, was politically active during the
1950's, sending memoranda on aid to Lebanon and Israel to the
State Department, inviting Arab ambassadors to speak at meetings,
and organizing tours to Syria and Lebanon. However, it was then
unable to mobilize the Arab-American community to sustained
political action, and its efforts in that field gradually fell
dormant. During the past year, the group has tried to resume
political action; its president Sam Saad; took part in the
December meeting with President Carter.

One of the leading members of the NFASLC's Midwest Federation

is Minor George, an Ohio businessman with outspoken pro-Palestinian
views, who declared at a press conference in 1975: '"There never
was a more saintly, godly man than Yasir Arafat." Mr. George

is a past president of the NAAA and currently heads its membership
drive.

The local clubs affiliated with NFASLC were set up during the
1920s and 1930s to raise funds for needy Syrian Lebanese in the
U.S. Their activities are mostly charitable and cultural. Lately,
they have sent funds to the Middle East -- among other purposes,
for exchange scholarships to bring Arab students to American
universities. '

American Ramallah Federation (ARF)
President: Mike Saah (Falls Church, Va.)
Headquarters: Detroit, Mich.

Founded: 1959
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Primarily a cultural, educational and social organization,

the Federation consists of 15 local clubs, representing
approximately 12,000 "Ramallahites'"--Christians who trace

their origins to the city of Ramallah in the West Bank’
territory, and who have emigrated from their old homes, many
after 1948. The clubs maintain links with Ramallah by raising
money to support needy families, hospitals, and scholarships for
study abroad. The ARF sponsors workshops, films and lectures in
the hope of "contributing to the understanding of the Palestinian
problem.'

Action Committee on American-Arab Relations (ACAAR)
Secretary Gemeral: Dr. M.T. Mehdi

Headquarters: New York, N.Y.

Publication: Action (bi-weekly)

Although the ACAAR claims to have 20,000 members, it is a two-
man operation by Dr. Mehdi and Dr. William Small, Professor of
Mathematics at the State University at Geneseo, N.Y., and is
currently having financial troubles. Dr. Mehdi, an Iraqi, is

a skilled professional propagandist, who lecturers before church
groups and has appeared on local radio and TV spots as an '"Arab
expert." Dr. Small describes himself as an '""American Palestinian
Arabist"; he has called for the dismantling of Israel.

The organization's newspaper, Action, prints vicious attacks on
Israel and Zionism. A recent editorial said Menahem Begin's
becoming Prime Minister of the Jewish State was ''as obnoxious as
if Eichmann had become the Chancellor of West Germany,'" and added
that Mr. Begin should be tried as a war criminal for his Irgun
activities. When President Sadat visited Israel, Dr. Mehdi
labelled him "a well-meaning fool," who misunderstands "the
insatiable appetite of the Zionists."™ Dr. Mehdi has insisted on
the right of Palestinians to repatriation in Palestine, and has
asserted that recognition of Israel by the Arab states would be
"presumptuous" and not binding on the Palestinians. He has also
blasted a new Holocaust study program in the New York City public
schools as "an attempt by the Zionists to use the city educational
system for their evil propaganda purposes."

Dr. Mehdi was not invited to the meetings with Secretary Vance
and President Carter, but in July 1977 met with William Quandt of-
the National Security Council and left several messages for the
President, urging U.S. recognition of the P. L O. and suspension
of m111tary aid to Israel.

Housed in the same office as the ACAAR is a groﬁp called Feder-
ation of American-Arab Organizations, of which Dr. Mehdi is
Executive Director. :
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Federation of Islamic Associations in the U.S. and Canada (FIA)
National President: Dawud Assad (New Jersey)

Headquarters: Dearborn and Pontiac, Mich.

Founded: 1953 ;

Publications: The Muslim Star; books

Publication Chairman: Nihad Hamed (Michigan)

An umbrella for approximately 200 Muslim groups, the Federation
is primarily a religious and educational organization. It
sponsors youth programs and scholarships for the study of Islam,
and its president, Dawud Assad, who is a mechanical engineer,
reportedly plans to build an Arabic school in New Jersey with
support from Saudi Arabia.

The FIA has always had close connections with Arab governments.

It has held receptions for Arab ambassadors and has sponsored
talks by Arab League representatives through the Arab Information
Center (the public relations arm of the League of Arab States,
registered as a foreign agent). In January 1978, the organization
reaffirmed its recognition of the P.L.0. and its support for the
"just cause of the Arabs,'" including the right to liberate their
land by any means from the "expansionist, settler Zionist regime."
President Carter was urged '""to scrutinize efforts by the Israeli
lobby and Zionist alien element that may be detrimental to the
good and welfare of our United States."

Muslim Students Association of the U.S. and Canada (MSA)
Headquarters: Plainfield, Ind.

Founded: 1962

Publications: 1Islamic Horizons (monthly); Al-Ittihad (quarterly)

Though a student organization, the MSA works outside the univer-
sities. It has 166 chapters in the U.S. and Canada, claims to
represent 6,500 persons, and seeks to promote Islamic knowledge,
attitudes and commitment. Its activities are mainly religious,
charitable and social. Recent conferences sponsored by its
regional units have focused on themes such as '"Becoming Better
Muslims'" and '"The Muslim Family."

Affiliated with the MSA are several professional bodies: Associ-
ation of Muslim Scientists and Engineers; Association of Muslim
Social Scientists; Islamic Medical Association. These groups are
planning to build a new Islamic Center in Plainfield, Ind. which
would include the MSA's headquarters.

The Association's monthly, Islamic Horizons, includes news briefs
dealing with international politics. An editorial in February

1978 disapproved of Egyptian President Sadat's peace efforts, and
went on: "The nature of the (Arab-Israel) conflict is ideological
and the only guarantee for a just and lasting solution is the
Islamization of the societies in Muslim lands." The editorial
further said it was a "historical fact' that European powers and
Zionists had conspired to dismember the Muslim lands and obliterate
the Muslim ummah.(nation). Other editorials have protested
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"racist Zionism' and the ""Judaization of Jerusalem."

An article in Islamic Horizons reported on an International
Students' Conference held in Libya, in which an MSA represent-

ative participated as an observer: '"The delegates unanimously
condemned President Sadat's visit to occupied Jerusalem (as) a
humiliating gesture that bore shame to Arabs.'" There was no

mention of Israel, only of "Zionism in Palestine."

Palestine Human Rights Campaign (PHRC)

Chairperson: Prof. James Zogby

Headquarters: Washington; D.C.; Walnut Bottom, Pa.
Founded: 1976

Publication: Palestine Human Rights Bulletin (monthly)

The PHRC's stated objectives are '"to promote investigation and
publication of incidents and lend support to .victims... (to)
secure enforcement of existing internationally recognized norms
of human rights and fundamental freedoms for the Palestinian
people.'" All of the group's activities are calculated to
publicize allegations of torture and human rights violations by
Israel.

The PHRC's chairperson, Dr. James Zogby, Professor of Religion

at Shippensburg State College in Shippensburg, Pa., is also

a vice-president of the AAUG and an outspoken advocate of
Palestinian self-determination. The group has the support of

some noted dissidents, such as Daniel Berrigan, former priest

and anti-war activist, who has criticized Israel as a !'"colonialist
settler state." :

Besides publishing its own monthly, the PHRC distributes materials
suitable for propaganda use to NAAA, AAUG and other organizations,
which in turn circulate it to their membership. A recent item of
this kind was an article from the London Sunday Times alleging
torture of Arab prisoners in Israel.

In October 1977, the PHRC sponsored an appearance by Israel Shahak,
head of the League for Human and Civil Rights in Israel, before
the U.S. Senate Judiary Subcommittee on Refugees. Dr. Shahak
denounced Israel's policies in the occupied territories as ''racist
exploitation." Most recently the group has taken up the case of
Sami Esmail, an American citizen of Palestinian origin. He was
arrested in Israel on December 21, 1977, and is being tried there
on charges of attending a terrorist training camp in Libya as a
P.L.O. member. (Israel has outlawed such activities and maintains
the right to prosecute them even if carried on outside her
territory). A defense committee has been organized at Michigan
State University, where Esmail had been a graduate student.
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Organization of Arab Students (OAS)
Founded: 1951
Publication: Arab Student Bulletin

With branches at most major universities, the 0OAS claims to re-
present all Arab undergraduate and graduate students in the U.S. --
some 18,000 as of 1976-77, according to an estimate of the

American Friends of the Middle East. Though it ostensibly is an
academic and cultural organization designed to assist students,

its chapters have always engaged in political activities -- among
other things, serving as distributors for propaganda published

by the Arab Information Center.

Several hundred OAS members demonstrated in Washington against

" President Sadat's visit to Israel and denounced his recognition
of the '"Zionist'" state. Chapters conduct campus forums and dis-
cussion groups in which the Arab cause is advocated, organize
letter writing campaigns opposing Israel and her policies, and
distribute posters and other materials equating Israelis with
Nazis. These tactics have led to some violent confrontations
with activist Jewish students, most recently on the University of
- Michigan campus at Dearborn.

The OAS is often joined in its propaganda activities by Solidarity
groups and 'liberation front' organizations opposed to what is
called the "imperialist-reactionary-Zionist alliance" -- for
example, the Black Panther Party, and Eritreans for Liberation.

Arab American Association (AMARA)

President: Frank Maria ' -

Headquarters: Boston, Mass., Chapters in Lowell and Lawrence, Mass: ;
Providence, R.I.; Manchester, N.H.

Founded: 1961

AMARA was formed through reorganization of the dormant Eastern
Federation of American Syrian Lebanese Clubs. Its main activity
has been fund-raising for Project Ryaiat and the Musa Alami Project
in Jericho -- Palestinian charities which aid orphans, hospitals
and schools. The group has set up a United American Arab Appeal,
in imitation of the United Jewish Appeal.

AMARA's president, Frank Maria, a management consultant, is al-

so head of the Department of Middle East Affairs of the Antiochian
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. He has used this
~position to solicit sympathy for the P.L.O. in church conferences
and to spread anti-Israel propaganda at meetings of the National
Council of Churches. His talks reiterate the theme that the
Palestians were driven from their homes by Israeli guns in 1948

and 1967. In a recent TV interview in Boston, he declared:

" "Palestinian extremism at its worst pales.into insignificance before
Israeli 'terrorism.'"
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Palestine Solidarity Committee (PSC)
Headguarters: New York, N.Y.
Founded: 1976

Publication: Palestine!

The size and organization of the PSC are not known. The prime
movers, Sheila Ryan and Milt Taam, appear to be pro-P.L.O.
activists with Communist connections. Handbills and other 1lit-
erature distributed by the group (including items from the PHRC)
score '"'"U.S. imperialism in the Middle East'" and endorse ''the
struggle of the armed masses in Palestine."

The PSC's main activities have been to sponsor a counter-march

to the Salute to Israel Parade and to feature P.L.0O. speakers.

The group has been joined in a '"Palestine Action Coalition' and

in anti-Israel demonstrations by radical groups such as the
Socialist Worker's Party, Youth Against War and Fascism, the Puerto
Rican Socialist Party, the Native American Solldarlty group and

a number of Irlsh Republlcan clubs.

AMERICAN 0RGANIZATIONS SYNPATHETIC TO THE ARAB CAUSE

. American Friends of the Middle East (AFME)
President: Virgil C. Crippin
Headquarters: Washlngton B C.

Founded: 1951 :

‘Publication: = AMIDEAST

American Friends of the.Middle East is the oldest U.S.-Arab
mutual-understanding group. It has about 1,000 members and
maintains offices in both ‘the U.S. and the Mideast.

AFME's purpose is to improve U.S.-Arab relations through edu-
cation and information programs. It supervises student exchanges,
prepares Arab exchange students in its overseas offices, and

offers counseling services for Arab students in several cities here.
Its newsletter describes these educational programs.

AFME is anti-Zionist and publishes pamphlets purporting to
counter Zionist "misinformation." Its spokesmen have attacked
"special interest groups" for polltlcal activities on behalf of

Israel. .

Americans for Justice in the Middle East (AJME)
Acting President: Charles Oliver

Headquarters: Beirut, Lebanon

Publication: AJME News

AJME, described as a "voluntary organization of concerned citi-
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zens'" in Beirut, promotes American sympathy with the P.L.O. in
order to change '"misguided" U.S. policies. It was founded
after the 1967 Middle East War, and its first president, Father
Joseph Ryan, an American Jesuit, was an outspoken anti-Zionist.
Charles Oliver, the current acting president, is an American
businessman in Beirut. ' The group says the bulk of its funds is
provided by memberships and contributions from the U.S. and the
Middle East. ;

AJME arranges meetings between P.L.0O. leaders and Americans
touring the Middle East. Its newsletter prominently features
interviews with Palestinian leaders, especially Marxist-leaning
"progressives.'" The organization also distributes the Journal

of Palestine Studies, a quarterly published by an Arab research
organization, the Institute for Palestine Studies, which contains
articles by noted scholars on the Mlddle East as well as P.L. 0
sympathizers.

The literature distributed by AJME consistently describes Zionism
in such terms as ''a European nationalist and colonizing movement
(which) precludes the possibility of peace based on any notion :

- of justice for the indigenous Arab inhabitants of the State of
Israel and its occupied territories." An article in the Spring,
1978, AJME News equated South African apartheid with Zionism.
‘Another recent article, on the efforts of Zionist leaders to

‘rescue Jews during the Second World War, depicted the would-be
rescuers as collaborators with the Nazis. ; ; '

In ads and in open letters to President Carter, AJME has lately
proposed that arms aid to Israel be stopped, has urged the U.S.

Government to recognize the P.L.0O., and called on it to re51st

" the pressures of the '""Zionist lobby L

Amerlcan for Middle East Understanding (AWEU)
Executive Director: dJohn Sutton
Headquarters: New York, N.Y.

Founded: 1966

Publication: The Link (bimonthly) .

AMEU is a non- profit organlzatlon whose stated alm is to create
better understanding of how Middle East affairs affect the
interest of the U.S. Its journal, The Link (estimated circulation
40,000) reprints articles sympathetic to the Arab view vis a vis
Israel. Thus, in a recent issue Rabbi Elmer Berger extolled a
book containing an Arab critique of Zionism: The volume dis-
tinguished between a ''religious or genuinely messianic variety'"
of Zionism, which the author found unobjectionable, and ''pol-
.1t10al/nat10na11ty ideology codlfled in Israeli law and prac-
tice," which was labelled ''racist. Such books are offered
to-readers at a discount, in order to balance what is scored

as biased and superficial media coverage of Middle East news.
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AMEU is linked to church groups through its directors, who are
associated, for example, with the Presbyterian Synod and with
the Catholic Near East Welfare Association, a missionary and
refugee relief organization. Between 1968 and 1973, AMEU
reportedly received over $400,000 from the Arabian-American Oil
Company (ARAMCO) to support its pro-Arab public relations
activities (The Washington Post, January 9, 1975).

American Near East Refugee ‘Aid (ANERA)
President: Peter Gubser

Headquarters: Washington, D.C.
Founded: 1967

Publication: ANERA

ANERA was organized to serve as a national coordinating agency

for nongovernmental American contributions to Arab refugee relief.
It has absorbed several earlier relief groups, such as American
Middle East Rehabilitation, Inc., and Pal-Aid International.

In its newsletter, ANERA describes itself as a nonprofit chari-
table organization, which seeks to broaden American assistance
"in cash and kind" to '"Palestinian refugees and other needy
individuals in the Arab world,'" as well as '"to increase Amer-
ican understanding of the Palestinian refugee problem.'" To

the latter end, ANERA officers have taken part in seminars,
given public lectures and published articles stressing the
suffering of the uprooted Palestinians. Anti-Israel propa-
ganda is generally avoided. John P. Richardson, noted earlier
as public affairs director of the NAAA, is a former president
of ANERA. The current president, Peter Gubser, is a social
scientist and former assistant of the Ford Foundation in Lebanon.

A large portion of ANERA's support comes from major oil companies
in the form of tax-free charitable contributions. 1In 1973, six
days after the oil embargo began, Gulf 0il Corporation con-
tributed $2.2 million -- ANERA's largest corporate gift to

date. An investigation by a Senate Foreign Relations subcom-
mittee in 1975 found that other gifts had come from Standard

0il of California, Standard of New Jersey, Mobil and ARAMCO.
ANERA has issued no detailed accounting of how it used these
funds; the main recipient was the Palestine Red Crescent Society
(the Arab counterpart of the Red Cross), together with orphan-
ages, hospitals, vocational training institutions, and Birzeit
College on the West Bank.

American Palestine Committee (APC)
Chairman: Norman Dacey
Headquarters: Bridgeport, Conn.
Founded: 1971

The APC is a personal vehicle of Norman Dacey, the well-known
nonfiction author (How to Avoid Probate), and appears to have been
formed to give added status to his frequent letters to editors and
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his paid ads in newspapers Names of members are not disclosed,’
purportedly for fear of harrassment by pro- Israel interests.

Mr. Dacey has been extremely active in support of the Arab
cause and has cooperated with leading Arab and pro-Arab propa-
gandists in the U.S. His material has appeared in journals
that endorse Palestinian terrorism, such as Free Palestine -
(a monthly published in Washington, D.C., by Friends of Free
Palestine, the unofficial mouthpiece for the P.L.O. in this
country) .and Middle East Perspective (published by Alfred
Lilienthal, a long-time pro-Arab apologist in the U.S.).

The APC's most recent action was to publish three CIA reports
which it had obtained through the Freedom of Information Act,
dealing with Israel's inadvertent attack on the U.S.S. "Liberty"
during the 1967 war (Christian Science Monitor, November 3,
1977). 1In a series of large ads, Dacey accused the American

- government of concealing the truth and charged that the Isra-
elis' action had been deliberate. He failed to publish a’
fourth, crucial CIA document he had obtained, wh1ch concluded
that the attack had been accidental.

. Mr. Dacey recently joined Dr. M.T. Mehdi and Mr. Lilienthal
-in a statement to President Carter, urging that aid to Israel
be cut off because of alleged human rights violations.



-16-

SUMMARY

As the data just reported clearly show, the newly awakened
political activism of Arab-Americans bears watching. Groups
that once served purely charitable or cultural aims are in-
creasingly functioning as catalysts for community action on
political issues. No longer content just to collect donations
for the Lebanese or Palestinian homeland, Arab-Americans have
begun to inundate their Congressmen with letters and telegrams
on issues like the Palestinian's human rights, the P.L.O.,
arms sales to Israel and the Arab states, Israeli settlements,
and anti-Arab discrimination in the U.S. They seek meetings
with the President and his aides and contribute to the election
campaigns of sympathetic candidates.

These activities, combined with concerted local efforts, could
create an effective Arab lobby. True, the Arab-American com-
munity is numerically small; but its political clout is en-
hanced by the power and money of American businesses which,

out of self-interest, advocate a pro-Arab posture for the U.S.
Thus, the Jewish community in the U.S. must reckon with increas-
ed competition from Arab-Americans and their friends over the
formulation of American policy.

Prepared by Shéba G. Mittelman

May 1978
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'THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
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t© ° Area Directors and Executive Assistants

from Ira Silverman
subIect Programming Guidelines for Jewish-Lebanese Christian Dialogue -
BACKGROUND

Several AJC chapters have already become involved in organized dialogues with
local American-Lebanese Christian groups or individuals in their communities.’
Others have expressed a desire to begin programming in this area. It is impor-
tant to clarify AJC goals and interests in this relationship. '

We have a genuine humanitarian concern to ensure the survival of the Christian

community in Lebanon and to provide relief to. those who have suffered from the

tragic violence in that country. We have a general interest in overcoming stereo-
types and ingrained prejudice - and, of course, anti-Jewish hostility - through
encounter and dialogue with a variety of ethnic groups in the United States,

.including Arab Americans. A substantial segment of the latter are Christians of

Lebanese origin.

The AJC also has specific goals relating to the security of Israel. We hope that
voices in the Arab American community will speak out forcefully against Palestinian
extremism, and help counter what appears to be the growing respectability of the
PLO in American public opinion. We believe it important to expose the destructive
role of the so-called Syrian "peacekeeping"” forces in Lebanon. We want to demon-
strate that Arab American opinion on the Middle East is far from unified in advo-
cacy of the PLO, as PLO supporters in the U.S. seek to have Americans believe, but
is in significant measure anti-PLO.

It is this general humanitarian concern for the future of the Lebanese Christian
community and our more specific goals relating to Israel’s security that afford the
opportunity for exploring cooperation with Lebanese Christians in the United States.

American lLebanese Christians have their own agenda. Obviously, they are 'primar.ilg
concerned with preserving the physical safety and political continuity of the
Christian community in Lebanon, under attack by the PLO and Syria. "They, too, are
interested in providing relief aid to their co-religionists suffering from the

-violence in Lebanon.

Although the goals of American Jews and American Lebanese Christians converge on a
number of issues, we must recognize that while some Lebanese Christians look upon
Israel and American Jews as allies in the context of the conflict in Lebanon, others
see Israel as a major source for that country's trouble. ‘Thus, one cannot assume
that all ILebanese Christians are necessarily pro-Israel.

Moreover, it must be kept in mind that a sudden change in the po‘litical'and military

/more/
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.situation in Lebanon could alter prospects'fbr continued dialogue and cooperation.

For example, many of the Christians believe that they will not be safe unless some-
thing is done to neutralize the disruptive power of the 400,000 Palestinians in
Lebanon. They may, therefore, support proposals to pressure Israel to accept the
return of most of the Palestinians either to Israel itself, or to a Palestinian’
West Bank-Gaza state. This would be resisted by Israel and most American Jews.

It is for these reasons we believe that dialogue with American Lebanese Christians
should be undertaken, but we must be careful.in our choice of ILebanese partners.

AJC should seek to maintain a low profile, and develop the dialogue under inter-
religious, rather than political auspices. While AJC may be helpful in getting media
attention or providing a forum for the public positions or statements of pro-Israel
or anti-Syrian and anti-PLO Lebanese, we should avoid both the appearance and the
reality of manipulation by either group. We should also be cautious about devel-
oping organizational or fund-raising skills which may, in future circumstances, be

.used against us.

ACTION PROPOSALS

With the above in mind, the following action proposals and guidelines are recommended
for consideration by chapter leaders and staff:

1. Assemble information about the Arab Christian communitg in your area.
("Arab-Americans and Their Organizations," by Sheba Mittelman, is
enclosed.)}

a. Data should include: Size of community; its visibility;
specific religious affiliations; ethnic composition; civic
structure; economic and social structure; leadership compo-
sition; local affiliation with national organizations.
(Judi Banki's description of pro-Arab sentiment in the
Christian Church will soon be forwarded to you.)

b. Ascertain whether any AJC chapter leaders or their Jewish
friends have business or social contacts wzth Christian
Lebanese.

c. Review what we have learned from previous local encounters
with Christian Arabs. /

2. Initiate quiet, unpublicized interaction with Lebanese leaders, utilizing

available contacts. Exploratory conversations should identify specific
areas of common concern.

3. Discuss possibilities for cooperation such as:
a. ©Sharing expressions of concern for the security of the Christian
community in Lebanon. (Encourage supportive statements by other

religious leaders, Christians and Jews.)

b. Cooperating in efforts to raise funds for food, clothing and
medicine for displaced Christians in Lebanon.

c. Dialoguing in regard to Israel's role in defending the security
of Lebanese Christians.

ymore/
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d. Encouraging letters-to-the-editor by Lebanese deploring role
of PLO and Syria.

e. Exploring the possiﬁilitg of an interfaith visit to Israel:
' Visit to the Good Fence; meetings with government and Christian
leaders regarding plight of Lebanese Christians.

*Before launching any activity, please provide me with the following information:
‘Names of Arab Christians; how contact was established; how you expect to proceed.’
Suggested new programs and public activities that emerge from local dialogues should
be referred to me for discussion with Foreign Affairs Department and Interreligious
Affairs Department staff.

A chapter Response Sheet is attached for your convenience.

IS/br

Enclosures: "Arab-Americans and Their Organizations” and attachments;
Excerpts from "A Guide to Interreligious Dialogue"; Excerpts
from Kanter memo; Summary of Malik speech to Ihterrellglous

" Affairs Cbmmlsszon.

cc: Harold Applebaum
George Gruen
Sheba Mittelman t ) ' : =
Judi Banki '
Susie Schub
Marc Brandriss

#78-310-94



AMERICAN LEBANESE LEAGUEI

President (1978-79) - Robert Basil, a former Pentagon official,
now a private consultant. : *a :

Executive Director - Monsignor Elias el-Hayek, Maronite-priest,
formerly Professor of Law at University of Notre Dame

Formed in 1976 during the Lebanese War and chartered as an
educational charitable non-profit organization, A.L.L. now claims
9,000 members and 75 affiliated groups in 40 states (Washington
Post, 7/6/78; 8/20/78). Following Basil's election in May, the
A.L.L. began a nation-wide campaign to expand its membership and
activities in the Lebanese-American community which is estimated
to be 85 per cent Christian. A.L.L. now runs a Lebanese-
American Information Office in Washington, D.C. under the.
direction of Msgr. el-Hayek. :

The A.L.L. has, in the past year, repeatedly urged President
Carter to '"take emergency action throug the UN and other channels
to stop Syrian actions in Lebanon "which they view as an attempt
by Syria to establish hegemony over Lebanon and its Christian
communities. The A.L.L. has close ties with the Maronite
community in the U.S. and has arranged meetings beteen Dory
Chamoun (son of Camille Chamoun, leader of the National Front in
Lebanon), Charles Malik, former Lebanese Ambassador to the U.S.
and U.S. Congressmen. Because of its political stance on
Lebanon, A.L.L. has come into conflict with the NAAA and Senator
James Abourezk (an Orthodox Christian) who have publicly supported
the Syrians in their battle against Israel and the "private
militias." (see attached articles)

Unlike other Arab-American groups, A.L.L. has supported the Camp
David accords. The A.L.L. perceives Syria and the P.L.0O. as
threats to a '"free, open and pluralistic society in Lebanon,'" a
viewpoint which has led to limited cooperation with the American-
Israel Public Affairs Committee (the Israel lobby) in Washington.



Hearing Arab-Americans Now

WASHINGTON—For the Jlast 30
years, the principal American constit-
uenecy addressing itsclf to United
States Middle East policy has been the
Amcrican-Jewish  commuaity. Its
role, unéerstandable in the light of
Jewish experience, has been played
vigorcusly, 'occasionally nolsily, and’
with almost total success: Americans
have come to seethe Arab-Israeli con-

fiict largely from a pro-Israel point of )

view.,

port Control Act by using American-

. s supplied weapons in its invasion of
the 1973 war, foliowed by the oil em. Southern Lebunon in March may have
bargo, which showed the world that been a factor in Israel’s recent pullout
the Arabs were not to be taken for of Its troops from Lebanon. A year
granted. Arab-Americans, especially "ago, Arab-Americans made a national
the younger generation, began to dis. issue out of an ethnic slur in public by
cover their roots and an identity in @ Federal Trade Commissioner
which they took pride, A against consumer advocale Ralph

: whoi .
Another factor was growing resent- Wadar, whndi of Labksicss suceiity

By Hisham Sharabi -

The United States is now experience

ing Israéil violation of the Arms En-§

The American-Jewish perception of Ment at negative images of Arabs in
the Arab-Isracli conflict, as well as jts th¢ United States. They were one of the
definizion 6f America's inicrast i the 1eW groups still singicd out for ctimic
region, has been presented as the only 04 cultural stercotyping, with partic.
valid onc. Difiering opinions have YT emphasis on a lccring figure in
been suppressed; criticisia of Tsrael Y¢Sert rodes, either squandering
has boeen dengunced as anti-Semitic ™MONCY or holding the West hostage
(an ‘accusation with a chilling effect aver oil, or both, How would Jewishe'
equivaient to being called “‘soft on Americans react to a hoadiine saying,
Comvmuuisra™ during the McCarthy “Jews Buy Bank in Caiifornia™2

- Arab-Isracli conilict. Isracl no longiir

era). New voices are now being heard
that reject a one-sided explanation of
Amcrican interests and poals in the
Middle Cast and that are rot likely to
be silanzed by accusations -of anti-
Semitism. One of these is the voice of
he Arab-Amcricans. e
Whether their forebears came from
ehanon ihkree generations ago, or
they ihemscives are recent immis’
pranls ficin Yemen or Palestine,
Arad-Americans are Americans atove
all. The interests of their new home-
and arc foremost in their minds. Most
ire of Lebancsc or Syrian ancestry,
ind are members of Cathotic or Ortho-
lox denominations, although there isa
ubstantial . Moslem  community,
Chere are belween two miliion and
hree million Arab-Americans living
n the United States today, with major
oncentrations in Detroit, Los Angeles
nd Chicago. .
Over the iast few years, a number of
actors have made Arab-Americans
nore visible and outspoken. One was

e credible showing of Arab armies in .

Finally, Arab-Americans discov-

ing dramatic changes in its rclation-
ship to the Middic East because of the
Arab world's econumic and strategic
significance and changing perceptions
of the moral issucs involved in the

has an exclusive claim on the Ameri=
can conscience. Arab-Americans sun-
port President Carter's willingness (o
address thie Palestinian issue but are

‘The Lebanese Ask That They Be Left Alone. ..

othe Editor:
Hisham Sharabi’s article on the Op-

Ed page of June 27 makes certainrep-

resentations which are totally inad-
missible . as they concem the
Lebanese-American community, It is
true that most Arable-speaking
Americans are of Lebanese descent,
but it dees not follow that the Lebanese
are Arabs or that their intercsts are
the same as those of the Arab coun.
tries whose cause Sharabi espouses.,

The Lebanese-Americans do not
sharc the Arabs’ enmity toward Is-
racl; nor do they identify with the
Palestinian cause,

The Lebanese have been made refu-
aces in Lieir own lard by their insist-
ence un a separate particularity from
the Arabs around them. For Sharabi to
cluipp that the Lebanese-Americans
are Arabs is a deceptive statement
calewiated at capitalizing on the reser-

uncasy about Administration bhack-

.several Arah-American erganizations

cred that they have an important role
to play in influencing United Stales
palicy toward the Arab world, They re-
gard themselves as a bridge between
America and the Arab'world, a natural
‘“‘go-between’’ community, They began
to organize and today there are’

. tracking in the face of Isracli lobby
pressures. The Arab-American coni-
munity is deeoly troubleil by continu-
ing violerce in Lebancn and is urginga
more active American role. On bal-
ance, however, Mr. Carler’s efforts to
articulate the American interest in the

sctive on the naiional scene. The Na. - Middie East are winning friends in the

tional Aszaciation of Areb Araericans
is thic principal politicai-action organi-
zalion. The Association of Arab Ameri.
can University Graduates is the prin-

Arab-American community.
Arab-Americans, by and large, are

resigned 1o a special American rela-,

tionship with Israel, but they donot ac-

‘represeating the Arab-American per-

cipal academic and cultural group, cept the exclusion of normai and
There are numerous charitable groups ~healthy American _rel:k_l ions w:th'!he
helping Lebanese and Palestinian ,. Arab world. At this historic turning
refugees, e T - * - point, when American relations with
. ! the Arab world are entering an impor-
There are now six Americans of ' tant new phase, Arab-Americans have
Arab ancestry in Congress. Witnesses . a special role to play. Now that they
- have found their voice, it is fortunate’
that America is finally in a listenipg
mmdl J " N <

spective on Middle East policy are
now reguarly invited to testify before
Cangrci:ss. A lawsuit filed in Federal"
court in Washington by the National 5 RIS, y
Association of Ara i . Hisham Sharabiis prcs:dentaftf‘:c Na-

P b_f\mcrlcans.‘a?[eg + tional Associationof Arab Americans,

-

vair of 505d will which the Lebancse-
Americans have built in this country
aver the decades,

The Lebanese cannot accept total
pelitical or cultural assimilation with
the Arab world; to do so would be no

NEW YORK TIMES June 27, 1978

less than committing cultural suicide,
The Lebanese ave insisting that their
separate particularity be recognized
by their neighbors, be they Arabs or

- Israelis. :

The 2.5 million Lebanese-Americans
are deeply saddenied by the <trife in
Lebanon. and by the dissolution of
Lebanese sovereignty over Lebanese
soil. We call on all concerned, espe-
cially our American Sovernment, to
help disarm the Palestiniaas in Leba.
non, thercby bringing Lebanon back to
asemblance of its former seclf asa (ree
and democratic country,

Is it just for the Arabs to insist on
Palestinian  self<ictermination and
deny that same principle when it is ad-
vanced by the Lebarese? The Lebdba.
nese ask that they be left alone by the

. Palestinians, the Syrians and the rest

of the Arabs — left alone w determine

their own destiny by the same free

electoral process which hud governed
their intermal relations.

MiCHAEL S, SAUADY

Vice President

. American Lebaness Leasue

“=FallRiver; Maus., Junec 25.2".}79{

-

NEW _YORK TIMES July 13, 1978
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Jelow are the full t'exts'of' IS'e'natér J’im ABourezk s s e |

.,tatemen: to Syrian President Assad, and Attomey
_.awrence Lataif's critical letter in re.:ponse to '
murezk .

-

statement of Senauor Iames Abourezk to Syrian Presldpnt

lafez Al-Assad-July 5 19?8-

I fully recognize the burden that has been placed on -
srour country in its role as peacekeeper in Lebanon,

sspecially in view of the continuous threat to the peet':e', :

which results from the provocation by Israel and the.

nrivate militias with which they are allied in Lebanon,

resulting in the difficulties presently faced by the -
neacekeeping force.
Understanding this, I make this urgent plea that you

. 2 ;;QZCAWU /‘:"’ cP‘ A theorte i,
i . /LZ- -D{MENS/GN.S z_c/i"}'/f«c.,vﬂ i

vse your good offices to prevent the injury and death of’

:nnocent civilians in the areas of combat in Lebanon |

where peacekeeping forces are using arms against those

»rivate militias who are seeking to upset the truce,

mermtor James Abourezk
321 Dirksen Senate Office Building
.Jashlngton,D.C. _20510__ i

Dear Jim: )
{ read with dismay your statement of Iuly 5, 1978 to

President Assad of Syria. I was distressed by your -

attempt to justify the Syrian slaughter of the Christian

1 f BEast Bi f to " provocation I .
population of East Beirut by referring to " provocatio « | -of Lebanese-Americans.

by Israel and the private militias ” . To-accuse the : . )

private militias in Lebanon of “seeking "to upset the-
truce " at the very moment when Syria was

decimating the civilian population of East Beiml' ie4 in .

my view, unconscienable.

in

" You have aligned yourself with those forces who are
seeking to destroy Lebanon for their own purposes.

.need expressions of support for their national reconcil- -

" civilian residents of East Beirut. Is there any hope for
- peace in.the Middle East if Arabs insist on unrelating
~and irrational hatred of Israel?
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"In mak’ing this sta tement,' you have betrayed the trust
placed in you by the thousands of Lebanese-Americans.
from whom you and your supporters sought and accepted .
tens of thousands of dollars for your politicai campaign., -

All Lebanese people -both Christians and Moslems - -

fation which must take place. Their cause is only
harmed when public figures such as you make statements
designed to discredit those who are attempting to preserve
their countfy. Israel has caused much havoc and agony
in the Middle East. However,it was particularly dist-
asteful for you to také a slap at the only force in the
world which can,and did, stop the massacre of the

The Lebanese_, particularly the Lebanese Christians,
have traditionally been supportive ofthe legitimate rights
of the Palestinian peodle and of Pan-Arab unity. But ~

e e e =

. the Lebanese people cannot and should not tolerate the

supremacy of Pan-Arabism or Palestinian rights over their
own unguestioned national rights to seoverelgnty and

“independence.

Your statement is the most recent evidencé that, as one
‘who claims to be a leader of the Arab-American community
you have been tragically out of step with the legitimate
interests and aspirations of the people of Lebanon and

I urge you to reconsider your oosition on this matter and
to make a public statement in support of the Lebanese
pecple and their national "ignts

signed

.| Lawrence P.Lataif )

RS




GROUND RULES FOR DISCUSSION

(Reprint from A Guide to Interreligious Dialogue;
by the American Jewish Committee, 1966)

Make it your business to know your own beliefs.

Do all you can to undefstand the viewpoint of the people on
the other side. :

Assume that the others are speaking in good faifh. 'Inte:pret
their beliefs and attitudes in the best possible light, not

the worst.

Frankly face issues that divide the two sides. Try to under-
stand them; don't pretend they don't exist.

Keep an open mind; don't -let your ideas about the other side
get frozen at any point.

Within the limits of relevance, let the discussion go where

6.
it needs to go. Don't try to decide in advance just where it
should lead. :

- NOTE :

Apart from religion, the more the participants' interests and
backgrounds resemble one another, the better. Experience has
shown that persons who have much in common are least likely

to get sidetracked into controversies over extraneous matters.

‘For the same reason, it's a good idea to make sure that the

two sides will be reasonably similar in education, social
status and life style. '

78-310-91



EXCERPTS FROM SANFORD KANTER'S OCTOBER 24, 1978 MEMO TO MEMBERS OF THE
HOUSTON CHAPTER EXECUTIVE BOARD RE: &EETING OF CHAPTER BOARD MEMBERS WITH
HOUSTON LEBANESE LEADERS. '

The meeting on October 20, 1978, was a success and is scheduled to be
followed up by a meeting of from 15-20 from each community, Jewish
-and Lebanese, around the middle of November - at St. George Orthodox
Church. The foundation for ongoing joint action was laid on October 20,
and the objectives of the November 14 meeting are to broaden the base in
- each community and to lay out specific organizational and action plans.

Noel Graubart initiated the discussions, and the whole venture is
founded upon Noel's long-time, personal relationship with influential
Houston Lebanese. Trust between individual human beings was the heart
and soul of the meeting. o :

The Lebanese present were: Ron Mafrige, in real estate; RalphfﬂberCi%
attorney; and Ellis Antone, in real estate. Initially, until they

can develop the idea within their own community, the Lebanese present
did not want their names used in press releases. '

As background for the October 20 meeting, I had supplied Noel with
the "Statement by Robert A. Basil, President American Lebanese League
Before the Subcommittee on Near Eastern and South Asian Affairs of
the Committee on Foreign Relations United States Senate” and "Behind
the Sterotypes in Lebanon," a background memorandum from the National
AJC. Each of the participants had a copy of the documents before him.

Noel Graubart started off the meeting with introductions and a state-
ment of his personal feelings about the Lebanese situation, finishing
with a reading of several paragraphs of Robert Basil's statement be-

- fore the Senate Committee which expressed particularly well what all

in the room felt. Thereafter, for three hours, the exchange of opinion
and expression of emotion flowed openly and deeply. -

There was no agenda. The discussion did not follow a line of reason-
ing from point to point. What can be called the chemistry of human
beings, interacting with heart and soul as well as mind, was more im-
portant than any particilar statement. The Jews expressed their con-
cern, their empathy, and extended a helping hand. The Lebanese re-
sponded as follows:

Ellis Antone stressed the need to concentrate on the "Human
Rights" issue, the human rights of all the Lebanese, without
discrimination as to Christian or Muslim. Even though the
American Lebanese have an organization, they have an organi-
zational problem, and because of their political fragmentation,
it being forbidden to discuss politics at American Lebanese meet-
ings, so we must avoid the "political" issues. Mr. Antone said,
"We have a big thing here today."

Ron Mafrige stressed the communications need, the need of the
American Lebanese to use the media to get a hearing before the
American public and elected representatives. He asked for "a well-
publicized joint effort." Mafrige also commented on the organi-
zational problem, using as an example the inability of American
Lebanese to get aid through to their people. He cited the case

| /more/
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of the collection and donation of money, food, clothing, etc. and
' the fact that only about one tenth ever got through to the people,
with the rest ending up in the black market. Again, when the
. American Lebanese tried to help with money, they were forced to
" physically send an American to bring it directly to the people
" in need. Mafrige said that he was "very enthusiastic about our
meeting” and that "this is what has been needed.”

"Ralph Abercia, with tears in his eyes, also stressed the need

for help in connections to the media. He believes that local .
action in Houston can get attention and serve as an example for
other communities. He also stressed that it must be a Human
Rights campaign and must not, although Christians dominate the
Houston Lebanese community, turn out to be anti-Moslim. Aabercia
said that "the spirit of cooperation shown here can be an example”
and "at the very least we shall improve relations here in Houston."
Abercia, with great emotion, also said that "the Houston lLebanese
can be of help to you in the future. We do not make a temporary
alliance, but when we make fr.lends, it is fr.lend's for life. This
is an historic meeting."

Noel Graubart was asked by the Lebanese to bring their greetings
and a token of respect from them to Charles Malik, former Ambassador
from Lebanon to the UN. Mr. Malik will be attending the AJC NEC
meeting in Boston. (I have informed- the Interreligious Affairs
Department at National AJC; they are sponsoring Mr. Malik, to inform
them and to ask them to facilitate the meeting between Noel and .
Malik.) '

Ralph Abercia and I were delegated to coordinate the developing re-
lationship. A specific time and place for the expanded meeting

was set at the October 20 meeting, but Abercia called this morning

to say that a conflicting church meeting on the same day, which he

had mentioned on October 20 but dismissed as unimportant, he had
underestimated, and that we had best settle on the next day or the

day after. Mr. Abercia promised to call me tomorrow.

78-310-92
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING

INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMISSION DINNER

October 26, 1978

4

- Under the Chairmanship of Miles Jaffe, the Interreligious Affairs
Commission of AJC, at its dinner meeting on Thursday, October 26, 1978,
was witness to another historic breakthrough in ecumenical relations,
(beginning with what was probably the first American Jewish dinner ever
to have grace said in Arabic). One of its two speakers, Monsignor Elias
el-Hayek, Executive Director of the American Lebanese League, delivered
the brief prayer. Dr. Charles Malik, former President of the General
Assembly of the United Nations and former Foreign Minister of Lebanon,
spoke as'a Lebanese Christian, concerned with the destruction of his
people and his nation, in the face of almost universal indifference and

_'-si1ence. He remarked that it was: ironic that the first Middle East

leader to speak out about this destruction was the Prime Minister of
Israel, Menachem Begin, followed only recently by President Anwar Sadat
of Egypt. Dr, Malik said that Lebanon, since 1840, has been the con-
stant object of attack, and that the present tragedy is the result of

direct outside intervention. He asked whethe¥ it was not strange that

Christians in America and in Europe were silent about this destruction,
and suggested that two responsible factors were the economic interest of
the West in Arab 0il, and a feeling that Christians in the Middle East
are expendable,

Dr. Malik went on to say that certain forces have poured millions
of dollars into America and Western Europe to support publicity molding
public opinion of the forces trying to destroy his nation. He did not
name these forces because, he said, everyone knew who they were. Dr.
Malik stated that no society in the Middle East, with the exception of
Israel, was free or democratic, that it was the only nation other than
Israel to have a prosperous middle class, that before the present cycle

~of destruction Beirut had been the leading center of intellectual develop-

ment and commerce in the Middle East, and that it was Christian Lebanese
who translated the Bible into-Arabic. He asked the question, does the
United States, at the zenith of its power and influence in the Middle East,
take the responsibility, "at one of the most mysterious and significant
moments in the history of the world! to let slip away the opportunity for
making peace between all the children of Abraham, and not only between
Moslems and Jews, Only when Jews, Christians, and Moslems are secure, and
the whole region is Abrahamic, can there be peace in the world.



Dr. Malik concluded by saying that the land area from Turkey to
Egypt is the most important land bridge in the history of the world;
that it contains five peoples (Israelis, Palestinians, Lebanese, Jor-
danians, and Syrians), and that a just solution for all of them on
this one valuable piece of real estate must be found through.American,
British and French leadership. He particularly called.on President
Carter to lead the way . in this, as he did recently at Camp David.

Mon51gnor Hayek, in his brief but 1mpass1oned remarks, charged
Syria and its President Assad, in the guise of an.Arab peace-keeping

force, of seeking to destroy the nation of Lebanon, and absorb it into

a Greater Syria. In one recent week, Monsignor Hayek stated, 800
people were killed in Lebanon; 200 wounded; and 350,000 became refugees.

~ In the face of this savage behavior, he said, the American media was

hesitant, perplexed and disinterested. The Syrian Army, he added,
entered Lebanon with American consent, fought against the rebuilding
of an independent Lebanese army, violated all Lebanese laws, as well
as the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights, and has beaten,
imprisoned and assassinated hundreds of Lebanese civilians.

After remarks by Mr. Jaffe, expressing what was obviously the
overwhelming sentiment of the packed room, which received Dr, Malik
with a standing ovation, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of AJC's
Interreligious Affairs, summed up his sense of the evening by stating
that American Jews would not sit by while the innocent men, women '
and children of Lebanon were being annihilated. He compared the in--

 difference of the world to Lebanon's plight to the past slaughter

of Armenians, the Holocaust, and the present fate of the Cambodians -
and Vietnamese boat people. He also announced that the Interreligious
Affairs Department would be sponsoring in the Spring of 1979, the
first national conference bringing together leaders of American and
Arab Christian, Jewish and Moslem communities and institutions in the
United States and that it was his hope that this would be only the
beginning of a process which would help to impress -on American Moslems
the importance for a climate conducive to religious pluralism and

" freedom in the entire Middle East.

AJC chapters will be asked to help organize similar dialogues
with Arab Christians and Moslems in their local communities, based on
background mater1a15 provided by the IAC.

10/27/78

. Reported by-Inge Lederer Gibel

78-700-79



-

BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR ARAB INFORMATION SERIES

I. Who are the Arabs?

Peter Iseman, ""The Arabian Ethos," Harper's Magazine,
February, 1978

Chaim Even-Zohar, "The Image of the Enemy: an exploration
of some psychological aspects of the Arab-Israeli conflict
as they affect policy," An31251s #42

November 30, 1973

W. Montgomery Watt and Pierre Cachia, 'Who is an Arab,"
Worldview
January/February 1976

Harold Glidden, "The Arab World,' Middle East Review
Winter 197471975 .

Victor Sanua, "The Psychology of the Arab Peasantry and its
Tmplications for the Israeli-Arab Conflict," Middle East
Review

Winter 1974/1975

UNESCO Courier: A Golden Ag_re_ of Arab Culture,*
December 1977

Adam Smith, "The Arabs, Thelr‘Money ..and Ours," The
Atlantic anthly
February 1978

' Recommended Reading: The Arabs; People and Power.
o Prepared by the Editors of Encyclopedia
Britannica, 1978 (Bantam paper)

Supplements: . Raphael Patai, The Arab Mind, 1973
(available in your chapter office)

Morroe Berger, The Arab World Today, 1964

*ONE TO AN OFFICE -- PLEASE SHARE
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History

All basic read1ngs below are from Don Peretz, The Middle East
Today, 3rd Edition.

A. The early period, from the rise of Islam to Ottoman -
domination:
Peretz, Chapter 2.

Recommended Reading: Bernard Lewis, The Arabs in History
' ' (Harper paperback, revised edition 1967)
or: Philip Hitti, The Arabs, A Short History
(St. Martin's Press, 1968)

B. The Ottoman Empire:
Peretz, Chapter 3.

Supplements: S.J. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and
Modern Turkey, 2 vols. (Cambridge Unlver51ty
Press, 1976,77)

C. Arab Nationalism:
Peretz, Chapter 6.

Recommended Reading: George Antonius, The Arab Awakening
(Capricorn paperback edition, TQEEE

Supplement : Sylvia Haim, Arab-Nationalism, an Anthology
(University of California Press, 1974, paper)

D. The Rise of Zionism and its Impact:
Peretz, Chapter 10 (First Part)

Recommended Reading: Neville Mandel, The Arabs and Zionism Before
' A World War I, (University of California Press,
1977)
Supplements: . Walter Laqueur, A History of Zionism (Schocken
: paperback, 1972)
Aharon Cohen, Israel and the Arab World,
Funk & Wagnalls, 1970)
Howard Sachar, A History of Israel from the
Rise of Zionism to our Time, (Kropf, 1976)

E. The Middle East and the West, Before and After World VWar II:
Peretz, Chapters 4, 5

Recommended Reading: Bernard Lewis, The Middle East and the West,

(Harper paperback, 1964)

Supplements: - Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought in the Liberal

1789-1939 (Oxford University Press, 1970)



F.

-iii-

Jon Kimche, The Second Arab Awakening 1914-1972,
(Holt Rinehart Winston paper edition, 1972)
Peter Mansfield, The Arab World, (T.Y. Crowell,
1976). _

The Arab-Israel Conflict, 1919 - present
Peretz, Chapters 5, 10, 11.

Recommended Reading: Christopher Sykes, Crossroads to Israel,
Palestine from Balfour to Bevin (Indiana
University Press, paper 1973).

J.C. Hurewitz, The Struggle for Palestine,
(Schocken paperback, 1976 edition).

Yehoshua Porath, The Emergence of the
Palestinian Arab National Movement 1918-1929

, The Palestinian Arab
National Movement, From Riots to Rebellion,
1929-1939 (E. Cass Co.., 1977)

Howard Sachar, noted above
Aharon Cohen, noted above

Documents: Walter Laqueur, The Arab-Israel Reader,
(Bantam paperback, 1976)
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III. Islam

Peretz, Chapter 2
Middle East Today

Recommended Reading:

Sir H.A.R. Gibb, Mohammedanism,
(Oxford University Press, paperback, 1973)

~ Events magazine, "Islam deay"
-Supplementary Readingz

Phillip Hitti, Islam, A Way of Life-
(St. Martin's Press, 1970]

Pamphlets from the Islamlc Center,
Washington, D. C.

Proctor, ed., Islam and International Relations

Cambridge History of Islam, ed. by
P.M. Holt and Ann Lambton

Vol. 213 - Islamic Society and Civilization,
(Cambridge University Press, 1977, paper)

Vol. 1A - Central Islamic Lands from pre-Islamic Times
to World War 1
(Cambridge University Press, 1977)

Vol. 1B - Central Islamic Lands since World War 1
(Cambridge University Press, 1977)




IV. Political Structures

Peretz, The Middle East Today, Chapters 7-17

Alternatives:

Michael Hudson, Arab Politics (Yale 1977)

James Bill and Carl Leiden, The Middle East, politics and power
(Allyn 1974)

Supplements:

Hisham Sharabi, Nationalism & Revolution in the Arab World
(Van Nostand Reinhold, Paperback, 1966)

Manfred Halpern, The Politics of Social Change in the Middle East
& in Africa

(Princeton 1963)

~ Malcolm Kerr, The Arab Cold War 1958-64
(Oxford U. Press, Paper, 1971)

Kemal Karpat, ed. Political and Social Thought in the Contemporary
Middle East
(New York, 1978) - Writings and statements by prominent Arabs.

V. Modemization and Tts Broblems - Artifles available from AJC

Middle East Review (MER) - Winter 1974/75 Articles:

Mark Tessler, '"Nationalism & Development in North Africa"

Shafiq Zaher, "Reflections on the Arab Disaster"

Ailon Shiloh, "Egypt-demography, ecology & the Lumpenproletariat''
Graziani, "The Status of women in the contemporary Muslim Arab Family"!

(Wawkere 1o-77)

Landau, Man, State and Society in the ContemporarX_Mlddle East
(1972)

Supplements:

Mllson Society § Political Structure in the Arab World
(1973) _
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VI. Jews § Arabs

A. General History:

S. D. Goitein, Jews and Arabs, Their Contacts Through
the Ages
(Schoken paperback, 1974 edition)

B. The Judeo-Islamic Age:

A. Halkin, "The Judeo-Islamic Age" in Great Ages and Ideas
of the Jewish People, ed. by Leo Schwartz
(Random House 1956)

C. Jews in Arab Countries:

Recommended:

Albert Memmi, Jews and Arabs,
(O'Hara paperback, 1975)

Supplements:

Andre Chouraqi, Letter to an Arab Friend
(University of Massachusetts Press, 1972)

, Between East and West: A History of the Jews

of North Africa
(Jewish Publication Society, 1968)

Hayim Cohen, The Jews of the Middle East 1860-1972
(Israel University Press, 1973)

Maurice Roumani, ''The Case of the Jews from Arab Countries, A
'Neglected Issue." (Pamphlet published by WOJAC, World
Organization of Jews from Arab Countries, available through AJC)

D.- Arabs and Israel:

Recommended:

Arie Eliav, Land of the Hart
(Jewish Publication Society, 1974)

Shlomo Avineri, ed. Israel and the Palestinians, Reflections
on the Clash of Two National Movements
(St. Martin's Press, 1971)

Supplements:

Yehoshafat Harkabi, Arab Attitudes to Israel
(Israel Unlver51ty Press, 1972) '

Amos Elon and Sana Hassan, Between Enemies, a compassionate dialogue

(Random House, 1974)
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Supplements continued

Saul Friedlander and Malmoud Hussein, Arbas § Israelis, a Dialogue
(Holmes & Meier, 1975)

James Zogby, Ed. Perspectives on Palestinians, Arabs and Israeli Jews
(Arab American University Graduates, Monograph #7, Medina Press 197/7)

VII. Palestinians

Recommended:

Michael Curtis, ed. The Palestinians, People, History and Politics
(Transaction Books, paper, I1975)

Fawaz TUrki, The Disinherited: Journal of a Palestinian Exile
(monthly Review Press, 1972)

Supplements:

Sabri Jiryis, Arabs in Israel
(Monthly Review 1977 paper)

Quardt, Lesch, Jabber, The Politics of Palestinian Nationalism
(University of California Press 1973 - paper)

Bernard Lewis, "The Palestinians and the PLO,"
(Commentary, January 1975)
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VIII. 0il
Recommended Reading:
Daedalus, "The 0il Crisis in Perspective'
(Fall, 1975) - Collection of articles outlining the crisis of
1973-74 and analysis by major scholars of the actions of the

countries, the oil companies, and OPEC (contributors include
Raymond Vernon, Edith Penrose, Zuhayr Mikdashi and Joel Darmstadler)

Supplements:
Udovitch, The Middle East, 0il Conflict and Hope (1976

Abir, 0il Power and Politics (1974)

Vicker, Tbe Kingdom of 0il (1974)

Sampson, The Seven Sisters (paperback 1975)

Blair, The Control of 0il (1976)

Shwadran, The Middle East, 0il and the Great Powers,
1973. Lengthy but good history of the petroleum
industry in the Middle East, by country.




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Community Services and Membership Department

" CONDUCTING .AN AJC DISCUSSION PROGRAM

NOTE

AJC discussions take place in a number of settings, e.g., exec-
" utive board meetings, workshop or round table sessions at annual -
meetings. The present manual, however, deals only with "home“
.discussion group programs. _

I. PURPOSE

AJC's policies and the program that implements them are devoted to gaining se-
curity for Jews in America and abroad on a basis of full equa11ty and accep-
tance " AdC's d1scuss1on program is one means by wh1ch i 2 2l ,

"'Informs members and prospective members about its p011c1es and
program and he1qhtens their understanding of them.

Prepares members for an act1ve role in the commun1t1es through
chapters.and units.

'Deve10ps new leadership within chapters and units and,'by_the
" same token, within AJC nationally.

This is not "indoctrination." Indoctrination produces doctrinaires who imagine
they have a monopoly on the "truth" about Jewish 1ife as a whole or about any
of its aspects. AJC is interested in producing responsibTe community workers
and leaders whose convictions are continually tested in "the free market place"
of ideas. A discussion is such a free market place by definition. Hence no
effort is made to "sell" a particular point of view. Discussion guides and
other materials provided by the national office try to give a fair picture

of the various points of view on the topic so that discussion participants

may make their own judgments. AJC believes that such judgments will favor

AJC policies and its programs if the latter are sound and effective.

Many prospective members attend AJC discussions and a majority of them do
become members. But this is a by-product of the discussion program and not
one of its major purposes. It should be made clear at the outset that AJC's
discussions are an educational, not a recruitment proaram. (But see more on
"this below.)
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Two of the three purposes listed ("prepare members for an active role" -and
"develop new leadership") cannot be carried through by the discussion program
itself. Chapters and units should enlist discussion participants in chapter
committees and programs. Otherwise discussion programs take on ‘the nature

of talk for ‘talk's sake. On this basis, they cannot be successful.

IT. PARTICIPANTS

AJC has found in practice that educational needs vary with age plus previous
‘experience in Jewish community affairs. Indeed, more sophisticated members
are apt to reject any program designated as “edUCat1ona1 " They are more
interested in ‘discussing policies and programs on an "executive" Tevel for
the purpose ‘of :making decisions on them ‘than in receiving high level training
in social action for dealing with intergroup relations problems. The best
setting for this is the executive board meeting, meetings of various func-
tional committees or AJC's Leadership Training Institutes. Thus, discussion
programming that mixes more informed members with Tess informed is apt to
work at cross purposes. More informed members are dissatisfied with the
"elementary" level of the program. Younger members are non-plussed by dis-
cussions that take for granted a great deal of information and insight that
they do not as yet possess.

‘0f course, a number of older members in every chapter and unit ‘may not be
active in communal affairs, Jewish or general, and their educational require-
ments can and 'should be met by regular discussion programming. Most programs,
-especially those consisting of more than one discussion group, invite these
older members to participate along with younaer people. In this case, there
is ‘homogeneity of educational need. But other programs set up groups for the
benefit of older members exclusively. ' -

In several chapters, women members of AJC conduct their own discussion groups.
This is an aspect of a special effort to enhance the participation of women
in AJC programanq

Occasionally the need for homogeneity among discussion participants gives
rise to fears that people of similar backgrounds will be too "1ike-minded"
for a successful discussion experience. In practice, you will find that this
like-mindedness exists only on a superf1c1a1 level. Any discussion that
probes beneath the surface of opinions will reveal an astonishing amount of
"different m1ndedness "

IIT. ORGANIZATION

Membership Education Committee

Organization of an AJC discussion program begins with the establishment of a
specific chapter or unit committee which assumes overall responsibility for
setting up the program and administering it. For this purpose a number of
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chapters have created membership education committees or have assigned member-
ship education to program committees as one of their major responsibilities.

More specifically, the membership education or program committee acts to:

(1) Select the home where the first organizational discussion
meeting is to take place and the people who are to invite the
participants. Thereafter, it aids in the selection of homes
for subsequent meetings.

(2) Select at least the first topic to be discussed and there-
after proposes additional topics for consideration by the
group. Or it may set forth all the topics for an entire sea-
son of meetings. Whether the one approach or the other is
used depends on the nature and needs of the group or groups
that are organized. In either case, selection is primarily
based on the discussion topics for which materials are pro-
vided by the national office or which are to be found in the
Checklist of Additional Discussion Guides. But selection is
not rigidly limited to such topics. Groups must feel free to
~discuss what is of greatest interest to them. However se-
lected, topics must have relevance to AJC's general area of
concern as well as to the local concerns of chapters and units.

(3) Choose the discussion leaders. Here again the cho1ce may
be for the first meeting only and the committee may thereafter
take a hand in helping the group select leaders for subsequent
discussions from among its own members. However this is done,
the committee's basic concern for effective discussion leader-
ship must not be Tost to view. Hence the committee shouid,

if possible, evaluate in advance discussion leadership pros-
pects 1ikely to be ava11ab19 in any group.

In this connection experienced outside discussion leadership
should be considered - particularly for the first meeting.
Don't hesitate to do this if you are in doubt as to the avail-
ability of effective leadership within your committee, the
discussion participants, or the chapter as a whole. After all,
effective discussion Teadership is produced by experience in
discussions, not by reading manuals. It should also be borne
in mind that a discussion leader is essentially an expert on
leading discussions and not on the topic under discussion.

The leader will acquire the necessary topical knowledge from
the discussion guide.

(4) Arrange for the training of discussion leaders. (See below.)

(5) Select a leader or knowledgeable member of the chapter to
attend discussion meetings to answer specific questions on AJC
or chapter policies and operations as well as to act as a
resource person on the topic itself.
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(6) Publicize the program, fol]ow through on securing attendance,
keep an attendance record. b SRR

(7) Make certain that the proper physical arrangements are made . .. -
and the right procedures folTowed for the comfort and ease of
operation of the discussion group. This task may be assigned to
a member of the committee who attends discussion meetings for
this purpose or to the discussion leader. :

(8) Evaluate the strong points and weak points of each discussion
meeting as a guide to future operations. This task, which partly
depends on discussion group reactions to questionnaires, can also
be assigned to the committee member responsible for proper physical
arrangements and procedure. Final evaluation includes the reac-
tions of the discussion leader as well as the resource person and
is a task for the committee as a whole performed, among other
tasks at its regularly scheduled meetings.

(9) Determine how non-members are to be given an opportunity to
join AJC. Although discussion programs are not a membership
recruitment device, in practice many non-members do wish to join.
They can be given the opportunity to do so without in any way com-
promising the basic educational character of the program. (Note
the reference to the need of a resource person to answer specific
questions about AJC. These questions are inevitable and represent
. a-step towards membership.) Ways of doing this include:

(a) ‘Informal, personal discussion on membersh1p with
individuals by the hostess or host, a member of the
membership education or program comm1ttee or the
discussion leader. This is most often done in re-
sponse to interest shown by the prospective member.

(b) Devoting a portion of a regular discussion meet-
ing to explaining AJC, with major emphasis on its
local chapter or unit activities, and the role of
members in conducting and supporting these activities.
This, too, is done in response to an articulated or
felt need and is never dogmatically imposed on the
group.

(c) Devoting an entire session to the above pro-
cedure - under the same conditions. In this and
the previous casé, it is often best to ask some
chapter leader, well acquainted with AJC nationally
as well as Tocal]y, to make the presentation and
conduct the questioning and discussion.

(In connection with the above, make it a practice to have applica-
tion cards and 1iterature on AJC available at every meeting. g

(10) Report on the progress and prob1ems of the discussion program
to the chapter or unit executive board and enTist its aid in
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stimulating further growth and in creating opportunities for bring-
ing the more active elements of the discussion program 1nto the
- chapter or unit framework for community operations.

(11) Maintain continuous liaison on needed services (materiaIs,
tra1n1ng, dealing with operational problems, field consultat1on
with CSD's membership educational specialist.)

Starting the Discussion Group
("Word of Mouth" invitations)

Typically, discussion groups are initiated by one or two individuals or cou-
ples (which often includes the hostess of the house where the group will

meet) who invite their friends. (*) They also extend invitations on the basis
of a chapter or unit membership list. This latter selection is made in accord
with the neighborhood in which the group will customarily meet, homogeneous
age levels and interests. Invitations should be made persona]]y as far as
possible (personal encounters, telephone ca115) backed by ma11

(Mail)

By "word of mouth" or by mail, invitations feature participation in discussion
of a specific topic of vital interest. (Selection of this topic is one of the
duties of a membership education or program committee. See above.) A bid to
discussion in general terms will not arouse much interest. Neither, in many
cases, will an invitation to part1c1pate in forming an ongoing discussion
group. (The desire to do so is produced by a successful discussion experience
at the first meeting plus a description of the nature, procedure and topical
range of the discussion program.)

Keep the mailed invitation brief. It should: (a) Announce the topic; (b) Give
some idea of the implications of the topic -- usually by asking two or three
subsidiary questions; (c) Indicate date, time and place of the meeting plus
names of the discussion Teader and hostess, (d) Enclose a return card; (é) En-
close background material for discussion in cases where such material is
available.

(Follow-up)

The return card enclosed in the mailed invitation is one form of follow-up.
Telephone follow-up is even more important and calls should be made both to
those who haven't responded and those who have. These calls should be sched-
uled for the week during which the meeting is to be held. A second, "reminder"
mai]ing -- usua]]y a post- card -- can also be used. It is worth not1ng that

or subsequent ones, are due to poor_ "sel1ing" and haphazard administration.

*Such invitations ordinarily reach more non-members than members.
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(The Organization Meeting)

The following agenda and procedure is recommended oﬁ the basis of past expe-
rience:

(1) Open the meeting with a few words of welcome by the hostess or host who
then introduces one of the conveners of the meeting or a member of your mem-
bership education or program committee to set forth the nature of the meeting.
(If a chapter leader is present, he or she should also be 1ntroduced )

(2) In a brief talk (5 minutes maximum) describe the program a]onq the fo]-
lowing suggested lines:

(a) For more than 50 years, AJC - both here and abroad - has
devoted itself to achieving a secure, creative Jewish life by
combating anti-Semitism, removing any bars to the full social
acceptance and economic opportunity of Jews, building inter-
group understanding among all sections of the population,
aiding Jews to heighten their understanding of the problems
that confront them from without as well as their understanding
from within of themselves as Jews.

(b) As one means of achieving this two fold understanding,

AJC conducts discussion programs throughout the country under

the aegis of its chapters and units. (An average of 30 such

groups operate year after year.) These programs are not

"institutional." Our purpose is not to indoctrinate but to

educate. Thus, AJC's discussion program is a service, offered . -
" to members and non—members alike, and conducted as 1mpart1a11y; j
. as we know how. ;

(c) Consequently, when a discussion group is dealing with any
topic concerning which AJC has a viewpoint, it gets informa-
tion on this, but it also is informed about competing view-
points. With these before it, the group exchanges opinions
and tries to formulate a viewpoint of its own. AJC believes .
that its viewpoints are sound, of course, and that what it
does to implement these viewpoints in action is effective.

If this is so, your own judgments will confirm it.

(d) Another distinctive quality of AJC discussions is the

fact that they are not -- cannot be -- mere "bull sessions"

or a mere exchange of "curbstone" opinions. On most subjects
discussed, AJC contributes its Tong working -- and thinking --
experience.

(e) AJC discussions are as informal as they can be without
becoming chaotic. Participants are not talked at except:
to set the stage for discussion, and then only briefly.
They are expected and encouraged to do the talking them-
selves with the aid of the discussion leader.
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~ (f) The only restriction, if so it can really be called, is
that discussion topics must be concerned with Jewish life --
the 1ife of the Jewish community, here and abroad and your
“own life as Jews.

(a) What is the goal of AJC discussions? In general to’
enhance your understanding of Jewish affairs and your self-
understanding as a Jew as well as to give you an opportunity
to examine your convictions .about these things.in the light
of the convictions held by others and under the test of -
informed points of view (and the data on which they're
based) held by AJC and other organizations, leaders, students,
and so on. For some members of the discussion group, it

~ may specifically lead to a desire to engage in social action

".on -the -basis of convictions and information sharpened and
1ncreased in the discussions.

(h) But the best way of describing our discussion program-
~is to have a discussion. After we have finished, you'll
have a chance to express your reactions and to decide on
whether you'd 1ike to continue such discussions.

(7). As your discussion leader on the topic of
I introduce
(Give some part1cu1ars about the d1scuss1on leader's back-
.ground.)

(3) The discuséion_is opened by the leader.

(4) About midway in the discussion, a recess of about 15 minutes 15 taken for

refreshments. The hostess announces this.

(5) After conclusion of the discussion, the meeting is taken over again by
the membership education or program committee member who gave the preliminary
talk. The task now is to secure decisions on the following:

(a) Does the group wish to meet regularly for the type of
discussion held this evening? (Don"t use up too much time
for answers to this question or there will be Tittle or

. none for handling the remaining business. Judge when pro
and con opinions appear to be fairly representative and
announce the consensus.)

(b) Where should the next meeting be held? When?

(c) What is to be the topic? (Offer topic suggestions
from the discussion guides already sent. to you in the -
"package” and from the Checklist of Additional Discussion
Guides. Don't simply throw titles at the group. Explain

the content of each discussion in a few words. "If pos-
sible, try to get the group to select several discussion
topics. This will make your committee's future planning
a great deal easier.)
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(d) Who is to be the discussion leader? (Shall he be selected
from the group itself? Provided by the membership education
or program committee? Selected from the community at large?
In any of these cases, but especially the first, does the
group prefer to have its discussion leader rotated for each
meeting?) _

(e) Would the group like to have an "expert" (on subject mat-
ter) present to conduct or participaté in some of its discus-
sions? (Such experts would be obtained from the chapter or
unit, the national organization, or the local Jewish and
general community.)

- (f) How are invitations to meetings and follow-ups to be han-
dled? By the membership education or program committee? By
members of the group? (It is important to clarify these
responsibilities.) :

(g) How large should the group be? (Explain why 25 - 30 is
regarded as normal by most groups -- because it allows for
maximum participation and avoids the danger of becoming a
lecturer-audience type of meeting. Determine, on the basis

of local experience, how large a reaistration is needed to
guarantee an average attendance of 25 - 30. If present
registration is not adequate, ask for suggestions as to
additional participants to be approached on a personal basis.

In this connection two questions typically arise. One of
them is: What shall we do if our group goes beyond the

ideal maximum of thirty? Suggest that if it goes far b
enough beyond, organization of an additional group will be = - =
considered. And the other one is: Can I invite my Gentile:
friends? Suggest that such participation, certainly on a
_cont1nu1ng basis, imposes considerable restraint on discus-

sions -- most of all on those dea11ng with Jewish attitudes-
towards Gentiles. Our groups's success depends on our

ability to really "let our hair down." But there is no

rule about this. The group should make its decision on

the basis of common sense.g '

(h) How often shall we meet? (Explain that monthly meetings
have proven the best practice in most chapters. More fre-
quent meetings are burdensome. Participants have other meet-
ings to attend. Less frequent meetings lose continuity and
interest.) : '

(1) Should refreshments be served? (The answer is yes, but
emphasize the need for limiting refreshments pretty much to
coffee, tea and cake. Some discussion programs have been
wrecked because of culinary rivalry, which soon becomes a
great burden to hostesses.)
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IV. RUNNING THE DISCUSSION

(1) Preparation by the Discussion Leader. As already indicated, a discussion
leader 1s not, pr1mar11y, an expert on the topic under d1scuss10n His task
is, rather, encouraq1ng participants to air their opinions and to keep the
discussion in progressive motion from a definite beginning to at least a
reasonably definite conclusion. To do this, a discussion leader does need a
general knowledge of the topic and a part1cu1ar knowledge of its several
parts, including the major and subsidiary questions that need to be considered
by participants and the various facts and points of view that must enter into
this cons1derat1on

Hence it is essential that leaders stuQx_careful]y the discussion guides and
the background materials (when available) provided by national AJC. Some
guides contain a bibliography. IT possible, some of 1ts listed items should
also be read. !

AJC's guides are designed to help the leader set forth the problem as a whole
(Introduction) and thereafter to deal with all the major areéas of the problem
in a logical progression. Each major area also embraces a number of subsid-
iary questions, designed to develop the discussion on ‘major areas, to broaden
and deepen the discussion, and sometimes to probe ‘the attitudes that underlie
opinions. Each major area also contains, when necessary, factual data and pro
and con viewpoints for consideration by d1scuss1on participants.

Unavoidably the guides do not contain any material on local conditions or
problems. These are always of paramount interest to any group. They normally
‘contain too mych material for discussion at any one meeting, and .groups, par-
ticularly those newly organized, are not always willing to stay with one sub-
ject. Finally, AJC does not regard itself as the repository of all possible
wisdom on any subject and the quides, no matter how much material they con-
tain, may have overlooked some questions that need asking, some data that
needs presenting.

A vital part of the leader's preparation, consequently, is to get the local
picture into the discussion, to select {or reduce) the areas and questions
that ‘can be discussed at a single meetTng, aﬁa'to make any adth1ons to the
discussion he considers necessary.

In some chapter programs, this part of the discussion leader's preparation is
carried on at a committee meeting -- this could be your membership education
or proaram committee or a special subcommittee established by them -- which is
held before the discussion meeting. This is a very effective procedure, not
only for getting the guide into the exact shape wanted, but also for briefing
the chapter leader or member who is to act as discussion resource person, and
for assigning discussion "kick-off" and stimulator roles to members of the
committee who may also participate in the discussion meetina.

Whether the leader prepares himself individually or in consultation with a
-committee, he should: (a) decide on a provocative "kick off" question or
statement. Make it Tocal and contemporaneous 1f af all pdsSiblé; and (b) pre-
pare a simple, one-sheet Tisting of the discussion areas and questions finally
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decided on for easy use, relying on the AJC guide itself for introductory

material, factual statements, pro and con Views.

(2) Running the Discussion. Here are some things for the AJC discussion
leader to bear 1n mind: ~ _

(Length of Meeting)

Start meetings promptly even if all participants have not yet arrived. The
average meeting runs about two hours, including about 15 to 20 minutes for

a refreshment break. If the interest of the group warrants it, the d1scus-'
sion can be prolonged somewhat. But only somewhat. The old staqe maxim
"leave them laughing" is very sound practice. If the desire to continue the
discussion is insistent, suggest that the next meet1ng a1so be devoted to .
the. top1c

{Use of the Resource Person)

The knowledgeable chapter member or leader attend1ng your meeting -- and it
is 1mportant that such a person do attend -- is there to deal with questions
concerning AJC (or the topic itself if he has special knowledge about it.)
In some cases, a local or national expert, professional or lay, on the topic
discussed will also be present. Refer all relevant questions to them, but
remember that these persons are not present to give speeches or to run the =
discussion. It is important, therefore, to discuss his roIe with a resource
person pr1or to the meeting.

If no resource person is present, do not feel compelled to know the answers
-to all questions. Refer to the participants themselves for answers. If none
are forthcomina, promise to get the information needed for a report to the 'y
group at its next meetina.

(Timina the Discussion)

Apportion the time for discussing each area on the basis of your judgment as
to their relative importance or interest potential. There is no need to be
rigid about this scheduling in practice, but avoid overemphasis on any one
point, particularly if the discussion is becoming repetitive and is dealing
with minutiae. Introduce new questions or considerations and keep the ‘dis-
cussion moving. ’

(Managing the Discussion)

There is no need to be dogmatic, either, as to whether discussion participants
should talk to each other or whether they should direct all their remarks to
you. In practice, you will find that participants will do both. Your crite-
ria should be: Is the discussion progressing? Are all participants getting

a chance to talk? '

(Summarizing)

It is worth repeating: Summarize the discussion within each area cons1dered
and summarize the discussion as a whole at the end. This is one of the most
effective tools at your disposal for preventing "circular" discussion -- the
discussion that participants say "got nowhere." Occasionally, participants
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are apt to feel this way even if the discussion, objectively evaluated, did
produce a strong educational outcome, When this happens, it is because par-
ticipants have not been given a picture (or "feed- back") of what they have
actually said and learned.

(Problem Participants)

In every discussion there are participants who tend to monopolize or derail
the discussion. . Here are some brief suagestions for dealing with them
according to the types most frequently encountered:

(a) The Indefatigable Repeater. This type "gets into the act"
as often as possible -- his vocal organs are tireless and his
supply of opinions inexhaustible. To prevent him and others
1ike him from making the discussion revolve about themselves
exclusively, simply call on others. But don't do this until
it is quite clear that they have had their due share of dis-
cussion time.

(b) The Listener. But what if other participants do not offer
to talk up? Pick out one of these known by you to possess

C _1nformat1on or convictions on the topic and ask for his dpinion.

~ Otherwise, ask for other expressions of opinion from the group

in genera] But do not insist or prod too much -- this can -
result in embarrassment and even deeper silence. Those who
remain silent no matter what you do, should be talked to infor-
-mally during the refreshment break. Often you will find that
they do have definite views and you can then encourage them
to speak up when discussion resumes.

(c) The Orator. This type tends to make speeches instead of
statements and is, perhaps, the most common problem-encountered
by discussion leaders. Also the most vexing, because cutting
him off looks like gagginag him. Let him speak for a time, then
seize on one of his statements for an opportunity to interrupt
on the basis that the statement is an important one that should
not be passed by but considered -- right now -- by the group.
(This may occasionally require you to exercise some ingenuity
in interpreting the actual statements as something that ad-
vances the discussion.) Orators are far more apt to feel flat-
tered than "gagged" by this procedure.

(d) The Rambler. Essentially, this is another orator but one
who specializes in wandering from the point. Handle him the
same way. Bring the discussion back to the topic.

(e) The Purveyor of Dubious Information. This type cites
facts, statistics and other points of information which seem
incomplete, doubtful, or downright erroneous. Question him
closely about the sources of his information. Call on other
participants to confirm or challenge him. But note: it is
not always possible to determine matters of fact. When there
is a reasonable question about it, avoid arqument. A fact

is a fact or it isn't, and no amount of opinion can decide
this. It must be researched. If the fact in question is

important enough, offer to have this done.
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V. NATIONAL SERVICES

(1) The National Community Services & Membership Department is eager to .
serve your discussion program by:

Providing the guides and other materials you need.

Consulting with you on problems encountered in organizing
discussion groups, administering them, and maintaining a
high interest Tlevel.

. Maintaining a flow of inter-chapter and unit information .
on AJC discussion programs (e.g., what procedures have
proved successful? What tools have been most useful?
What topics do groups want to discuss and what materials
-do they need? How have problems been solved?)

Helping to set up training sessions for discussion
leaders under expert leadership selected locally or
provided by CSD's membership education specia1ist;_'

(2) To make it possible for the Community Services Committee to provide
these services, your own membership education or program committee must,
in addition to keeping in constant touch with us:

Furnish a complete list of membership education of'prbgrém
~committee officers and members, and keep it up to date. -

Furnish basic data on its discussion aroup or groups.
(Leaders. Size. Character of participants. Topics dis-
cussed or scheduled for discussion. Type of discussion
- procedure followed -- rotating lay discussion leaders?
Expert leaders from outside? Expert resource people from
other organizations? Lecture plus discussion? Use of
“audio-visual materials?) :

': Transmit evaluations of discussion group performance.

Make suggestions for improving national services.

L. S. Breier
July, 1960

Rev. January 1977
#77-310-06
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rrom the Israel Office of the American Jewish Committee
Rehov Ethiopia 9, Jerusalem 85 149 Tel. 228882, 233661 Cable: Wishom, Jerusalem

VAN LEER INSTITUTE SEMINAR ON THE POSSIBILITY OF A FUTURE ARAB-ISRAEL WAR

After the late President Anwar Sadat came to Jerusalem in 1977, the danger of
another Arab-initiated war appeared to be receding. Sadat, in his famous speech
before the Knesset, said that he was ready to accept Israel as a permanent neighbor,
and that it was his desire to see to it that the Yom Kippur war would be the last war
in the Middle East. When the Camp David Accords were finally signed after long and
difficult negotiations, every Israeli saw Sadat, Begin and Carter shaking hands on
television, and heard their vows that peace "would last forever" and that there would
be no more bloodshed in the Middle East. '

Israeli commentators and analysts had noted that ever since 1948 every war with the

- Arabs had been initiated and led by Egypt. Egypt was the leading Arab -power, and
assuming that Egypt would no longer go to war with Israel, it was safe to assume that
there was no substantial danger of other Arab countries initiating hostilities. The
analysis of Sadat's motives for coming. to Israel in order to end the state of war
between Egypt and Israel led to the same conclusion: it was assumed that Sadat had
finally realized that Egypt could never hope to defeat Israel by military force, for
Israel is simply too strong. In any case, the United States would see to it that Israel
maintained her military edge over the Arab states. Even the Soviet Union was not
opposed in principle to Israel's existence. True, in every war except the 1948 one
(when the Israelis obtained military equipment from Czechoslovakia through the
initiative of the Soviet Union) the Arabs had fought with Soviet weaponry.
Nevertheless, this had never produced a military victory for them. So Sadat had
given up the the hope of defeating Israel by sheer military force.

However, after the peace agreements were signed, as the months and years went by,
it became clear to Israelis that the autonomy talks were stalled, with very little hope
for eventual agreement. . Each side had a completely different definition of
autonomy. This meant that the West Bank problem ‘would remain unsolved, and
doubts began to grow about whether it would be possible to do so in the future. This
also meant that Palestinian hostility to Israel would continue unabated, and so would
Palestinian terrorism. Furthermore, Syrian and Iraqi hostility to Israel would persist,
and, with Egypt at peace, Israelis began to see the potential danger of what is called
"the eastern front." Jordan became even more hostile and concluded a de. facto
alliance with the PLO because of developments on the West Bank. As Israel began to
develop a civilian administration under Professor Milson, Jordan and the PLO
combined in fierce opposition to the new Israeli policy. At the same time, the
terrorists in southern Lebanon increased their military strength, which had been
growing since the ceasefire of July 1981. It became clear to Israelis that sometime,



sooner or later, and perhaps rather sooner than later, the ceasefire would be broken
by the terrorists either on the Lebanese-Israeli frontier, or on the Jordanian frontier,
or somewhere in Europe or elsewhere in the world, and Israel would have no choice

but to hit hard at the terrorist bases in Lebanon. This might provoke the Syrians to
join in the fray, the more so since it became clear that the long-term Israeli
objective in Lebanon was to remove both Palestinians and Syrians so that Christians
and Lebanese nationalists could take over the government of that country once again.

Then came Sadat's murder and President Mubarak's assumption of power. Since he
took office, he has been seen by Israelis to be returning to the Arab fold. Mubarak
made hostile remarks with regard to Palestinianism and the future of the West Bank.
Israelis began to foresee a freeze in the Egyptian-Israeli peace process after April
1982 when the last bit of the Sinai would be returned to Egypt. '

The result of these developments has been some new thinking in Israel to the effect
that another war may loom in the future, perhaps not immediately, but mth a fair
degree of certainty within the next 5-8 years.

The Van Leer Institute in Jerusalem brought together some of the best Israeli experts
on the Arab world, Middle East strategy and international affairs to discuss the
possibility of another war and of the circumstances, inasmuch as one can predict
them at this time, in which such a war might be fought.

Professor Itamar Rabinovich, head of Tel Aviv University's Shiloach Institute, noted
that the Arabs had launched the 1973 war because of their frustration with what they
perceived as a deadlock in diplomatic efforts ‘to get Israel to withdraw from Arab
territories. The major purpose of the Arab offensive on Yom Kippur had been not to
reach Tel Aviv—though that would have been a welcome success if it had proved
possible—but rather to create enough military momentum to get the stalled political
process moving in the Arabs' direction. Professor Rabinovich believed that should a
similar situation arise in the future, the Arabs might undertake the same type of
initiative. If the Arabs perceive a complete deadlock over autonomy, the future of
Palestinian self-determination, the future of the West Bank, and the future of East
Jerusalem, then it is quite possible they would decide that a military confrontation is
their only option to get the political process moving again, in the hope that the
United States and the Soviet Union would finally impose a solution to the Arab-Israel
confliet which would favor the Arabs.

Ex- Chief of Staff of the Israel Defense Forees and present Member of the Knesset
Mordechai Gur agreed that in the event of a future military conflagration, the U.S.
and the USSR, frightened that hostilities might escalate into nuclear war, would unite
in enforcing a solution which would not be to Israel's advantage. This situation will
come about if Israel continues to believe that a Palestinian state must replace
Jordan, if Israel continues to strive for the establishment of Lebanon as an
exclusively Christian state, and if there is no real progress in the direction of a fair
solution of the Palestinian problem. :

Professor Gabriel Ben-Dor of the Political Science Department of Haifa University
commented that the prophesy of a future war may be self-fulfilling. If we assume
that there is going to be another round of Arab-Israeli fighting, then we shall behave
in such a way as to make this more and more likely. He also argued that it is



a mistake to equate peace with normalization of relations. Israel had asked for far
too much from Egypt in the area of normalization, as though mutual tourism, joint -
sports events, ete. were really of decisive importance. A strategic balance between
Israel and any one of her neighbors, based on agreed security arrangements, is far
more important for the preservation of peace than all the various elements that are
now called "normalization.” He believed, optimistically, that as a result of future
war, both sides, Israelis and Arabs, might become more realistic and more
compromising. ‘He felt that the Yom Kippur War had produced such a development. -

Professor Yehoshua Porat of the Hebrew University, an expert on the Palestinian
Arabs, believes that present government policy on the West Bank is bound to lead to
war. The very limited municipal autonomy proposed by the present government gives
no serious, constructive outlet to Palestinian nationalism on the West Bank;
therefore, civil disobedience is bound to grow, and repression is bound to increase,
too. If the present government eventually annexes the whole of the West Bank, a real
casus belli will be created. . In any case, the annexation of the West Bank will produce
a Rhodesian situation whereby the minority will rule through the national parliament
whereas the majority _(the Arabs) will have only municipal autonomy.

A. Har-Even, the Middle East expert of the Van Leer Institute, analyzed the Arab
military coalition which was created to wage war with Israel in 1948, 1967 and 1973.
The decision to go to war had always been taken by the Arab states on political
rather than military grounds. Each time they had hoped in their heart of hearts to
defeat Israel, but they knew that if they could get some political .benefit from the
war, that would be sufficient. Israel had always relied on deterrence, but they had
never been successful in preventing Arab attacks. The success of Israeli deterrence
had been partial, such as the prevention of all-out air attacks on Israeli ecivilian
centers, ete. It will be difficult for a new Arab military coalition to come into being
because Egypt is out of the picture just now. However, if, at the end of two years or
so, the political process reaches a complete impasse, then it is possible that the other
Arab states might establish a military coalition even without Egypt. The question is,
which Arab country might lead such a coalition. Har-Even noted that Saudi Arabia
has a great deal of political influence but little military strength. Syria's leader,
- Hafez Assad, as the head of a minority group within his own country, was not in a

position to undertake a military initiative. Iraq was probably ruled out as long as she
~ was engaged in war with Iran. To everybody's surprise, the conclusion was that
- Jordan might take the initiative' in setting up an anti-Israel military coalition,
. because of her geographic situation, the fact that she is relatively close to Israel's
" population centérs and to the West Bank and Gazs; which are the main centers of the
Palestinian problem.and the. Pales'glman resistance to Israel. In his view, Jordan is
the key state -for peace or for war. Without her, and without Egypt, it will not .be"
possnble to construct a pan-Arab military front.

General Shlomo Gazit, former head of Mllltary Intelligence and currently President
of Ben Gurion University in Beer Sheba, thinks that Egypt must still be regarded as
‘the exception to the Arab consensus. That Arab consensus is still no peace, no
recognition, no negotiations, until and unless Israel agrees in advance to return to
the pre-1967 borders, and to the establishment of a Palestinian ‘Arab state in the now
 occupied territories and at least half of Jerusalem. At the same time, Gazit thought
" that the danger of war breaking out is not high as long as Egypt remains outside the
Arab military coalition. The Egyptian armed forces are in the midst of the prolonged



process of changing from Soviet to western military equipment and they will not be in
a position to fight for a considerable period of time. Syria will not wish to initiate a
war the military results of which are not clear to her in advance, the more so since
the present regime is not very firmly based. Iraqg will be in trouble with Iran and the
Persian Gulf states for quite some time to come. If war does occur, the country that
stands to lose most is Jordan. There is no political or military incentive for Israel to
occupy by conquest any Arab capital, with the exception of Amman — since there are
important people in the present Israel government who believe that Israel should help
Mr. Arafat to establish his Palestinian state in Jordan with Amman as its capital.
Israel, too, is bound to suffer considerably from another war, which is likely to
produce very many casualties. The Israeli capacity for absorbing relatively large
numbers of casualties is in serious doubt. The Arabs know this and they will wish to
hit as many Israeli civilian population centers as possible. The political purpose of
Arab warfare, if it does happen, will be to create a breach between Israel and the
United States, and, from their point of view, the chance of a solution being imposed,
a solution which will favor the Arabs.

General Aharon Yariv, another former head of Israel Military Intelligence, and at
present Director of the Center for Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv University, noted
that there are two things Israel must do: She must maintain her present defense
budget for the foreseeable future, and she must attempt to promote a solution to the
Palestinian problem. He felt that unless those two things are done, Syria, rather than
Jordan, would take the initiative in constructing an Arab military coalition for the
purpose of initiating a new round of warfare. He thought it quite possible that within
the next five years Syria would take this initiative, and Israel, as in the past, would
have no choice but to launch a pre-emptive strike. Israel would do this only if there
is absolute certainty that Syria and her military allies are about to attack. The
Israeli pre-emptive strike would take the form of a total air attack on every Arab
country preparing for war against Israel. Yariv observed that the Syrian army has
been seriously strengthened in the last few years. In case of war, Israel would suffer
relatively high numbers of casualties, and the 40 Israeli villages on the Golan Heights
would provide an easy target for the Syrians. Moreover, once the all-out war ends in
the same kind of United Nations ceasefire, the Syrians were quite likely to continue
fighting a war of attrition, as did the Egyptians some years ago. Israel must be
careful above all to see to it that a Yom Kippur War-type situation—an Arab surprise
attack—is not repeated, for such a sneak attack not only would have dangerous
military consequences, but would make it possible for the Arabs to achieve political
progress in spite of a military defeat on the battlefield.

Simecha Dinitz, ex-Ambassador to Washington and presently Vice-President of the
Hebrew University, and Dr. Amnon Selah, the expert on Soviet affairs at the Hebrew
University, both concluded that Israel must do whatever she can to prevent renewed
fighting by being as flexible as possible in regard to the outstanding controversies
with the Arab world, so that, if the Arabs did start a new war against her, it would
generally be accepted in the Western world that Israel was not guilty of total
intransigence and of providing a provocation for war. There is the very concrete
danger that as a result of renewed Arab-Israeli warfare, whatever the result, the
United States would join with the Soviet Union in imposing a solution which will not
be to Israel's liking. As shown after every round of warfare in the past, even an
overwhelming military vietory is no guarantee of progress in the direction of political
positions that Israel favors.



Dr. Zvi Lanir of the Tel Aviv University Center for Stategic Studies analyzed the
projected balance of power between Israel and potential Arab confrontation states.
He mentioned the three elements which are generally regarded as becoming critical
for Israel: (1) The quantity of arms: economic constraints are bound to limit Israel's
acquisition of arms severely, in comparison with quantities likely to be obtained by
Arab states. (2) As the Arab states acquire sophisticated Western arms, Israel's
qualitative advantage is being eroded, because she has always been in possession of
superior Western equipment whereas the Arab states had Soviet weapons. (3) As
military strategy and technology become more sophisticated and complicated, the
quality of the individual soldier becomes less important in terms of the outcome of a
war, and thus another Israeli advantage is likely to be blunted during the next few
years. However, Dr. Lanir disagreed with these pessimistic forecasts. In his opinion,
even if one side did not have a quantitive advantage, but had sophisticated, ultra-
modern military equipment and even if the other side has equally modern equipment,
the outcome of a war during the 1980's will still be decided by the performance of the
military command, both in the overall picture and in specific battle areas. Dr. Lanir
believes that in this vital area, Israel is likely to maintain a decisive advantage.
Furthermore, he believes in the effectiveness of small units with tremendous mobility
and fire-power, and in this area Israel excels. Also, Dr. Lanir is convinced that the
maintenance of ultra-modern technological systems is of decisive importance. In this
area, the Americans come to Israel to learn how to maintain such systems, and Israel

is bound to retain this edge over the Arab countries. As another positive element
from Israel's point of view, Dr. Lanir mentioned that in his view, the transition from

Soviet to Western weaponry is bound to take quite a good number of years, though he
believes that in many areas Soviet equipment was not in fact inferior to the western
equivalent. For some years the Russians have been as good as the West in the area of
artillery and tanks, and at the present time the MIG-21 is as good as the
American F- 15.

As increasingly sophisticated weaponry accelerates the speed of battle, the quality of
the individual soldier is not becoming less important, as is so often argued. This is
particularly true in relation to the lower and middle echelon officers, and this Israeli
advantage has already been mentioned. The manifold aspects of computerized
warfare bestow a tremendous advantage on Israel, at least in the 1980's.

Dr. Lanir then compared differing military strategies the Arab states are by and
large riveted to the strategy of immobility which implies maximum use of artillery
and missiles. Israel stresses mobility, speed and punch, which implies maximum use
of the air force, tanks and special units. The Israeli strategy gives the Israeli local
commander the edge over his Arab counterpart.

From this point of view, Israel will have to avoid making the mistakes she made in
the past, the major example of which was the Bar-Lev Line at the Suez Canal where
Israel adopted the strategy of immobility. When you maintain such a line, you cannot
hope to disturb the enemy's military balance, and that is what Israel will always have
to do, and where her military success lay in past wars ever since 1948.

During the Yom Kippur war the Egyptians crossed the Canal, an exercise which they
had rehearsed hundreds of times. Once they were on the other side, they engaged in
defensive warfare, in terms of their doctrine of immobility. As a result of this, they



finally succumbed to the mobile tacties of our tanks, once we had gotten over the
surprise, and to the constant pounding of the Israeli air force, which made it possible
for General Sharon to cross the Canal in the eastern direction and approach Cairo.
These battles basically demonstrated the advantage of Israeli strategy and expertise
over that of the Arabs at that time. If Israel continues to develop her special
expertise and her particular advantage in warfare over the Arab states, there is every
reason to believe that in the 1980's, too, she will be able to defeat any Arab
combination.

April 22, 1982

Gershon Avner
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' SUMMARY

. To assess Arab influence in the United States, in the spring
of 1984 the American Jewish Committee arranged for intensive in-
terviews with a cross-section of the business, civic, and polit-

. ical leadership of Atlanta.* For comparison, leaders in ten
cities where Arab influence is less likely to Ee found were like-
wise interviewed. Questions were asked about U.S.'foreign policy,
the Middle East, Israel, ﬁnd American Jews, as well as about the |
Arab states, business with Arabs, and Arab preéence and influence
locally. | |

Our findings do not confirm a hypothesis that there is sub-
stantial Arab influence, preference for the Arab cause, or belief
that trade with the Arabs is of major economic consequence for
the United Statesl

In Atlanta an Arab presence in the commercial life of the citf
~is felt, but is not seen as especially significant.

.In all eleven cities the most serious wOorry was over a pos-
sible nuclear confrontation with the Soviet Union and anything
that might tend to lead to such a confrontation, such as a Middle
East crisis. |

Atlantans were less enthusiastic than other elites about Unifed
States involvement abroad in general. This may help to account
for a certain degree of coolness on the part of white Atlantans to-

ward Israel and toward thg closeness of American Jews with Israel.

* ! 4 f

"The Committee also commissioned two other, related Atlanta
studies, the first of opinion generally and the second of Jewish
elite opinion. These will be reported on subsequently.
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More than a third of white elites in all eleven cities think
that tﬁe close feeling of American Jews for Israel is bad--probably
because the elites also think that Israel and American Jews dispro-
portionately affect United States policy on the Middle East. On
the other hand, the majority rate Israel as tHe United States'
most reliable ally in the Middle East and bglieVe we should give
high pfiority to Israel's secufity.'_ .

A third of our Atlanta elites were black, and blacks are known
to have a special affinity for Third-Wbrldlnatiogs. We found, as
other studies have also found, that blacks are pro-Israel but less
so than whites, and more pro-Arab than whites. Blacks are more
inclined than whites to see Jews as having disproportionate loéél
‘influence. But blacks, too, see Israel as a more reliable ally
than the Arabé. And more than whites, blacks think it good that

American Jews have close ties with Israel.
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Arab Influence?
What Elites in Atlanta and Ten Other Cities Think

Introduction

Since the Arab oil boycott of 1974, prudence has required
American Jews to be concerned about Arab influence. To deterﬁine
whether Jews were adversely affected, in that year the American
JewishICommittee resumed systematic opinion polling. We also com-
missioned ﬁolling of strategic éubgroups: foreign-policy_profes—
sionals, trade-association officers, black grass-roots leaders.

Still, an answer to the questibn of Arab influence in the
United States has remained elusive. In the spring of 1984, re-
sponding to concerns expressed by AJC members in Atlanta, we com-
missioned.the Kane § Parsons polling organization to ask various
elites in that city about the presehce or absence of Arab influ-
ence. Atlanta has been called the capital of Black Ameficé; its
mayor, Andrew Young, has courted Arab investment, and Arabs are
a felt financial presence there. In order to determine whether
what was discovered in Atlanta was specific to it,'Kane & Pafsons
also-interviewed elites in other cifies throughout the United

States where there is a smaller likelihood of Arab influence.

The 'sample

During March and April 1984, 122 face-to-face interviews were
conducted in Atlanta, and 53 in ten control cities1 throughout

the country. The people interviewed were leaders in business,

L ; ;
Albuquerque, Birmingham, Dallas-Ft. Worth, Denver, Hartford,
Memphis, Milwaukee, Pittsburgh, St. Louis, and San Diego.



trade and finance, the media, law, education, reiigion, politics,
‘labor, and various public-policy and civic groups.

In Atlanta two thirds of the leaders were white and a third
black. More than halflwere between the ages of 35 and 49. One
of four blacks but only one of_ten whites was a woman. 0f whites
the greatest number were in business and finanée, while of blacks
most were 1in politicﬁl, civic, and other non-profit.fields. Most
Atlanta whites identified themselves as Repubiicans and tended
toward conservatism in domestic matters, while blacks, all Demo-
crats, tended toward liberalism.

The 53 leaders in other cities were somewhat older on average.
More were in the media, few were black, and one of eight was a
woman, The greater.number called themselves Democrats. In domes-
tic affairs they ranged from mildly conservative to mildly liberal.

The Qpestionsz

In addition to probing for feelings about an Arab presence
locally, the interviews sought to'ascertain attitudes toward Ameri-
can Middle East policy, foreign policy in general, Israel, and

American Jews.

Foreign influence locally

Asked about the importance of various countries or regions for
their communities, Atlanta and the control cities differed some-
what in their responses. For the elites of all cities, Japan and
Western Europe were most impértant. For Atlanta, Latin America

was less important than the Arab world.

20
A copy of the questionnaire is appended.



As to the future, most Atlanta elites wanted closer business:

ties with Japan and Africa, while blacks more than whites expfessed

interest in.the Arab world. _In_the control cities Japan and West-

ern Europe were rated as more desirable business targets than the

"Arab world or Africa. But when it came to cultural and civic life,

it was Western Europe that had the greatest presence everywhere

(Tables 1, 2, 3).

Table 1

‘I'd like you to evaluate the importance
to the Atlanta (other city) area of in-:
- vestments by and trade with the following:

Arab world‘_

Japan
Western Eur
Latin Ameri

Other cities

Atlanta
Somewhat Very Somewhat
Very important important important 1important
Wh. Bl.  Wh. Bl. |
IEEE cent
32 57 . 58 ‘38 32 49
_ 74 75 22 25 74 23
ope T 62 18 35 59 32
ca 26 54 62 41 34 55



Table 2
Where should the political and business
leadership put its emphasis if it wishes
to establish closer ties to foreign in-.
vestors and/or markets? Rank countries
.in descending order, 1 to 5.

Atlanta Other cities
Eﬁj———gi- : :
, Median rating
Japan ATANIG | 1.92
Western Europe 2:84 5.57 2.38
Latin America | 3E0ST 00 52 3.02
Africa 3,36 257, 4.06
Arab World B2 T el 3.54

Table 3

From your personal experience which has
the greatest presence in your civic and
cultural life? '

Atlanta Other cities
Wh. BIl. '
Areas receiving over 10 per cent
Western Europe 7l 68 59

Latin America 8 16 30
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‘Perceptions of Arab influence

The Atlanta elites' attitudes toﬁard Arab influence were
neutral. The top 1eadérship did not.feel Arabs were taking oﬁer,
nor was it uncomfortable with Arab investment in the Atlanta
'economy. Whites gave a low rating to Arabs as'foreign investors,
while blacks appeared to be considerably more éonvinéed of the
growth of Arab investment. Atlantans were generally more con-
vinced about a growing local economic significance of all areas,
_including the Arab worlﬁ, than were elites in the control cities.
Investment by Arab countriés was séen by thé latter as much less

important or evident than investment by Japan or Latin America

(Table 4).
Table 4
Has the economic significance of (each .
of the following) within the Atlanta
(other city) area been growing, staying
about the same, or decreasing? _
Atlanta o Other cities
- De- ' De-
Growing Same - creasing Growing Same creasing
Wh. Bl. Wh. Bl. Wh. BI.
o _ Per cent ,
Arab world 54 74 34 24 8 i 29 60 .10
Japan - 89 69 ;s G 51 sa = 71 28
Western Europe 54 46 42 49 4 3 31 58 - 8
Latin America 43 33 49 49 5 15 44 . 5]



Foreign-EolicX-conCerns _ _

The primﬁry foreign-policy concern of all elites was the threat
of Soviet-U.S. conflict and possible nuclear war,3 followed by
ehergy dependence on the Middie East, an unfavoréble trade imbalance,
and Third World instability and dependency.

While relations with Israel, as such, are not jﬁdged to be of
major importance for the United States, the Middle East is regarded
warily as a possible source of major conflict involving the U.S.
Atlantans (blacks more than whites) are more likely to see U.S.
involvement in the Middle East éé é soufte of troﬁble than are
leaders in othef cities. The-situa;ion is reversed in regafd to
the threat of Communism, which Atlantans (blacks even less than

whites) are somewhat less likely to see as an important issue than

are elites in other cities (Table 5).

Table 5

What would you say are the two or three
most important international issues the
United States is facing today?

Atlanta Other cities
Wh. BI1. |
_ Per cent
U.S. involvement in Middle East 18 29 8
U.S. relations with Third World 7 21 9
Communist threat generally 10 3 : 15
Nuclear war, arms race | 45 = 34 - BT

3. _
This is also the main concern of foreign-policy specialists.
See United States Policy and the Middle East, Council on Foreign
Relations, 1982, and American Public Opinion and U.S. Foreign Policy
1983, Chicago Council on Foreign Relations, 1983.




-Still, elites generally endorse strong opposition to Communist
expansion, support a stronger American defenée papability, and
believe that shared democratic. values should bé an importanf con-
sideration in dealings with other countfies.

As to pfotecting American jobs and businesses against foreign
imports, there was a clear split between blacks and whites. Whites,
by a margin of 2 to 1 in Atlanta and 3 to 2 elsewhere, rejected
protectionism. Atlanta blacks favored it, even to the extent of

import quotas and tariffs (Table 6).

Table 6

Foreign policy goals for the United States

Atlanta Other cities
Wh. BI. |
) Per cent
American jobs and businesses
should be protected more, even _
by quotas and tariffs , 19 55 40
We should keep ahead of Russians :
in strategic nuclear weapons _ 17 p 53 60
It is in our national interest to
contain spread of Communism 91 68 85
The sharing of democratic values
should be an important considera-
tion in guiding our relationships.

with other countries 82 92 92

. Our interests are global. To pro-

tect them and to prevent con-

flicts from expanding, we must

be prepared for involvement

virtually anywhere. 57 40 72



United Nations

Asked whether they agreed with the United-States' decision -
to withdraw from UNESCO at the end of 1984, half of all 1eaders
" said yes. In Atlanta three quarters of'blacks said no, in con-
trast to fewer than é quarter of the whites. Only one of three
Atlanta whites thought the U.N. was dominated by-Third World
countries, and only one of eight blacks thought so.
Israel
In Atlanta and the control cities half of the whites placed
the blame for the failure to achieve |2 Palestinian/Israeli solu-
tion equally on both Israel and the Arabs. The other half, by
2 or 3 to 1l, blamed the Arabs more than Israel. Blacks were 1es$

willing to blame the Arabs (Table e

Table 7

On balance, and again recognizing the

- complexity of the issues involved, are
the Israelis or the Arabs more to blame
for the absence of a permanent peaceful
solution to the Middle Eastern crisis?

Atlanta Other cijities
Wh. Bl. ;
Per cent
Isra€lis are more to blame 16 13 13
Arabs are more to blame 35 1.3 36

Both (vol.) | - | 45 66 | 47

Shown a list of explanations for "the severity of the problems

in the Middle East," 8 of 10 respondents chose '"the Palestinian



o-

issue." Otherlfrequently-mentioned reasons were'Arab fadicaligm,
Islamic fundamentalism, and the muitiplicity of religious and
ethnic groups in Lebanon. Black respondents.blamed-Israel more,
and the Arabs somewhat iess,'dn the whqle, than white respondents
did. White Atlantans blamed-"Israelis" more (Table 7), but

"Israeli intransigence" less (Table 8), than elites in other cities.

Table 8

I am going to pose several circumstances
that have been suggested as explanations
for the severity of the prpbiems in thg
Middle East and would like your assessment
as to the significance of each.

Atlanta Other cities
Wh. BI.
_ , Per cent

Palestine issue | 84 84 86

Arab radicalism _ - 80 74 81

Islamic fundamentalism 77 66 74

Mﬁltiplicity of competing _

groups in Lebanon : 76 90 74
Israeli intransigence ' .
" and ambitions 60 84 ' 68

PLO hardline position ' 53 58 60

United States policy

There was general agreement that the three major United States
concerns in the Middle East should be avoiding war with the Soviet
Union, securing a just peace between Israel and the Arabs, and

keeping open the Suez Canal and the other shipping lanes.
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Most were critical of United States policy as too oné-sided

in favor of israel, blacks 15 pef cent more than whitesl(Table 9).

Table 9

Some people have suggested that the U.S.
is not even-handed and balanced in its
Middle Eastern relationships. In your
view has the U.S. been too one-sided in

~ favor of Israel, too one-sided in favor
of the Arabs, or fair to both?

Atlanta Other cities
Wh. BI. |
_ -EEE cent
One-sided toward Israel = 64 79 60
One-sided toward Arabs = - - - - --
Fair to both 29 18 34

On the other hand, when asked to name the most reliable allf
of the United States from among“four-Mideastern countries, three

fifths (blacks, three quarters) put Israel at the head of the list.

None of the Arab countries came cldse (Table 10).

s
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"0f the countries on the card, which one
'do you feel is now or is potentially the
most reliable ally of the U.S.?

Table 10
Atlanta Other cities
Wh. Bl.
- Per cent
Egypt 10 13 9
Israel 61 74 72
Jordan 1 3 4
Saudi Arabia y VLR A 1

v

Four of five black elites called maintaining the security
of Israel a priority or important goal for the United States,

somewhat more than white elites (Table .11).

Table 11

Please rate--as a priority concern or as an
important but not a priority--the following
17 objéctiveé regarding the Middle East,
(Five highest ratings reported.)

Other | Other
Atlanta cities Atlanta cities
Priority - ' Important
Wh. BIl. - Wh. BI.
- - Per cent |
Avoiding U.S.-Soviet military
conflicts arising from local P , .
wars . 72 84 - 79 - 22 8 21
Keeping Red Sea, Mediterrénean,
Persian Gulf, § Suez Canal - -
shipping lanes open 68 76 62 26 13 28
Securing a just peace between ] '
Israel and the Arabs - : D8 63 . 53 34 32 34

Maintaining security of Israel =~ 37 40 .. 47 41 45 .26
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Palestinian guestion

No more than the foreign-policy experfs (see noteIZ, p. 2)
could the elites of this study agree on a solution to the Palestinian
question. Of the various alternatives presented, a small plurality--
less than a third--chOSe a connection with Jordan and self-government.
in the West Bank and Gaza. Two of five blacks chose a binational
state, to include present-day Isfael.

As to bringing Dalestinians and Israelis together, leaders were
almost equally divided on what would work an international een—.
~ ference, dlrect consultat1ons with the PLO, asking Hussein of Jordan
to act as 1ntermed1ary, pressurlng Israel, or pressuring the PLO.
About half felt that Arafat's defeat in Lebanon had created a better

climate for more moderate Arabs to negotiate.

Americanﬂﬁewe : :

In Middle;Ea;ffpoiicy, the elites attributed greatest influence
to the medie,'Iereell and American'Jewe. But in foreign policy
generally and in local affairs, elites in all cities considered the
most influential groups to be the media and business.

In Atlanta local affairs, whites saw Jews as less influential
fhan blacks, and blacks saw Jews as slightly more influential than

blacks (Table 12).
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Table 12

Many,groups,4 both domestic and foreign, are

perceived to have varying degrees of influence

in the formulation of governmental policies.

We are interested in your views as to who in-

fluences U.S. foreign policy generally, who
influences our Middle Eastern policy specifi-
cally, and who has épecial influence within
the (name of city) area. Rate from 10 to 1

in descending order.

4

U.S. blacks. U.S. Hispanics,

The media, major unions, major corporations, major financial
institutions, political parties, Western European governments, Arab
governments, the Israeli government, the Japanese government, Latin
American governments, African governments, U.S.
U.S. women.

Atlanta Other cities
Foreign M.E. Local Foreign M.E. Local
policy policy affairs policy policy affairs
Wh, Bl., Wh., Bl. Wh, BIl, _
Median ranking of 9 highest groups
Media 7.93 8,558 7079788 S1I1™ <8 .01N8.59 817 7.70 7.94
‘Financial insti- _

~ tutions o N 7.8% 8,09 TFUE2NISPTT *7.86 7.78 8.08 7.42 7.98

Industry 7.42 8.24 6.63 7.38 7.62 8.11 7.74 7.11 7.89
- ISRAELI GOVERNMENT 7.39 7.78 8.35 BYE6. . 5. 7Z5M5.69 T515 8.04 5.11
West European ' : '

- governments 7.15 7.78, 6,51%/e99 5.32 5.30 6.74 625 4+75
U.S. JEWS . 6.83 7.35 8.39 8.33 5.90 7.00 6.40 7.66 5.98
Political parties 6.53 7.03 6.37 6.69 5.88 6.46 6.45 6.43 6.17
Arab governments - 6.46 6.38 7.55 7.14 5.00 4.84 5.94 7.06 4.15
U.S. blacks 4.33 4.27 3.69 3.54 6.67 6.78 4.13 3.42 5.00

Catholics, U.S. Jews,
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In past American Jewish Committee opinioﬁ polls, Jews
have consistently figured well below Arab interests and belpw_the
Catholic Church on the list of groups considered to have too much
power in the United States. Abdut 9 pei cent of Americans think

Jews have too much power (Table 12A).

Table 1ZA

Which, if any, of the groups listed do -you
believe have too much power in the United

States?
oct. Nov: Mar. Jan. Jan.
1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
: Per cent _

0il companies & 70 L 60 *
News media--TV and newspapers. %k k% %% *% 50
Labor unions - 45 46 43 50 50
Business corporations . 42 = %% 42 38 51
Arab interests : HR 30 24 36 30
Blacks | 16 14/\° /12 12 13
Anti-abortion groups | 14 « Sof LA e k%
Pro-abortion groups 13 % RE ¥ NN *E
Catholic Church N 13 Vg g 1 10
Evangelical Protestants | 11 10 i 9 6 "
JEWS o . T '8 11 9 10 8
Hispanics 5 . h® 3 4
ZIONISTS . 4 k% k% x%k k%
None of these : 9 4 8 10 6
Don't know - 14 . 9 .13 1 6

. N
March 1982 "political influence'" instead of 'power."

* % .
Not asked.
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'To determine perceptions of conflicts of loyalty, the elites
were asked about the attachment of various groups to their "home-
lands" (Table 13). ;

' Table 1

We'd like to know your sense of the closeness of

some ethnic groups with their "homelands,'" actual

or symbolic. For each group I name, which of these
categories best fepresents your view: they have

close ties to ( ) and that is good for the U.S.;
they have close ties to ( ) and that is bad for
the U.S.; they don't have close ties to ( ) and
that is good for the U.S.; they don't have close ties
to ( ) and that is bad for the U.S.; or, it
doesn't matter one wéy or the other.

Not Not Does
Close/ Close/ close/ close/ not Not
- good bad good: bad matter sure
Wh. Bl1. Wh, Bl. Wh. Bl. Wh. Bl., Wh. Bl. Wh. Bl.
Per cent
Atlanta :
Blacks-Africa 36 34 GallesaiiP16 11 8 45 33 8 1 --
Greeks-Greece 58 58 4 3 4 3 4 3 25 29 6 5
Irish-Ireland 36'».58 19 5 18 5 1 -- 23 24 3-8
Italians-Italy 45 58 3 5 45 3 3 3 30 29 4 3
JEWS-Tsrael 44 66 43 26 3 -- 1 7 5 3 --
Poles-Poland 45 58 4 3 14 8 7 11 25 21 7 --
Otﬁer cities _
Blacks-Africa 19 6 23 15 28 9
Greeks-Greece 49 9 4 2 26 9
Irish-Ireland 47 25 G 4 19 6
Italians-Italy 48 14 2 e 4 . 25 8
JEWS-Israel 59 34 s = 4 4
Poles-Poland 59 15 9 - 13 4
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Note that two Eifths of the Atianta white elite and a third
of the elites in the other cities_éonsidered American Jewish fies
with Israel to be bad. 1In 1974 only an eighth thought that those
cldse tie§ were bad (Table 13A). The rise betwéen 1974 and 1984
may well be linked to the eliteé'dominant feeiing fhat American
Jews have too much'influencé-on United States pdlicy on the

dangerous Midale-East.

Table 13A*

We'd like to know yoﬁr sense of closeness of some
ethnic groups with their "homelands," actual or
symbolic. For each group I name, which of these
categories best represents your view: they have
close ties to ( - ) and that 1is gdod for the U.5.5
they have close ties to ( ) and that is bad for
the U.S.; they don't have close ties to ( - ) and
that is good for the U.S.; thef don't have close ties
to ( ) and.that is bad for the U.S.; or, it
doesn't matter one way or the other. '

Not - Not

Close/ Close/ close/ close Does not
good . bad good bad matter
' Per cent
Blacks-Africa 22 10 10 5 46
Greeks-Greece - 22 9 10 6 50
Irish-Ireland _ 31 9 4 49
Italians-Italy 30 9 3 48
JEWS-Israel | 29 .13 8 4 43
9 5

Poleé-Poland _ 22 56

* .
1974,
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Though blacks were less pro-Israel than whites, they were more
approving of a Jewish tie to Israel,.two thirds thinking it good
for the U.S. and only a little more than a quarter seeing it as bad.
Is it that blacks admire the relationship between Jews and Israel
and see it as a desirable model for a relationship between American

blacks and Africa?

Concluding note

The Atlanta white elite is somewhat more cool than elites in
other citieé toward Israél and American Jewish closenéss to Israel.
That may be because the Atlanta white elite is more subject to Arab
influence. A likelier.explanation is thatlthe Atlanta white elite
is also somewhat more isolationist--more opposed to involvement
abroad in general--than other elites.

About black elites, what we have found in Aplanta agrees with
what has been found in other studies. Blacks feel a kinship with
Africa and the Third World. While blacks are mbré pro-Israel than
ﬁro—Arab,lthey are less pro-Israel and more pro-Arab than whites.

On the other hand, in Atlanta the biack-elite believes more
than the white that the closéness of Jews to Israel is a good thing,
that Israel is a reliable ally of the United States, and that the

United States must consider the security of Israel to be a priority.

Geraldine Rosenfield
November 1984 :
84/180/20
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Kane, Parsons & Associates P.N. #1356
1995 Broadway

New York, New York 10023
(212) 799-4100" SECTOR:
CARD 1 _ Business/trade-=---- 7-1
SEX: Male------ 5=1 Financial--==~-==== 2
Female---- 2 Medige——mmecemcmm=- 3
_ Political=——s====== 4§
RACE: White---- 6~1 (1-3) Religion-=eemmee———- 5
Black-=~- 2 Lawe=——ccccccnraan=- 6
: ' ) Education--======—- 7
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: Civic/social ser~
Albuguerque-=-==---=-= 8-Y Hartford==-- 3 vice/professional/
Atlanta--===esweee-= X Memphis--——- 4 public policy
Birmingham---=~-=-= ] Milwaukee-== 5 organizations---- B
Dallas-Forth Worth- 1 Pittsburgh-- 6 Labor---s=—ceace=—- 9
Denver——==-====----- 2 St. Louis-=~-- 7 Misc. other----- - 0
San Diego--- 8
lnterviewer: ) March, 1984

Good morning/afternoon/evening. Thank you for agreeing to meet with me to
di1scuss important international issues. To begin...

l. What would you say are the two or three most important inter-
national issues the United States is facing today? (PROBE FOR FULL RESPONSE
INCLUDING SIGNIFICANCE OF ISSUES AND WHAT SHOULD BE DONE ABOUT THEM)

Issue 1
lssue §2
Issue 03
9-
10~
1]=-
2a. As a matter of national policy our political leaders assign

priorities to our relat:ons with particular countries and/or regions. We
are interested 1n your assessment of what those priorities ought to be from
strategic/political as well as from economic perspectives. (HAND RESPON-
DENT SELF-ADMINISTERED FORM I) The form 1 have just handed you contains a
listing of countries and regions. Please indicate the priority you would
assign to each by circling the response categories that best reflect your -
views. Keep in mind that there are two headings: strategic/political and

economic.
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2b. Many Americans have expressed concern that local or regional
anctdgonisms run the risk of involving the super powers, .and that the
danger of nuclear confrontation is ever-present. (HAND RESPONDENT SHOW
CARD A). Please rate the regions on the card in.descending order of
potential for major power confrontation. Start with the area you feel is
the most dangerous and conclude with the one you feel 1s least likely to
blow up.

RANK

a. Mexico T g 12-
b. Southeast Asia s B L3ey
c. Eastern Europe (Poland,

Hungary, Czechoslovakia,

etc.) —  la-
d. The Middle East SO -
e. Central America P 16-
fa China/Taiwan ; . 17-
9. South America . N €
h. South Asia (India, Pakistén.

etc.) . ! = = 19=
ia Western Europe e 20-
Ja Greece/Turkey . ‘ 21=

20 I. am going to read a list of possible fbreign policy goals for

the United States in the form of statements. For each, please tell me
whether you agree strongly, agree, but with reservations, disagree, but
with reservations, or disagree strongly.

Not
Sure/
Dis~ De~-
Agree agree Dis=- pends/
Agree With With -agree Neu-
Strong=- Reser= Reser- Strong- tral
g ly vations vations ly {VOL.)
American jobs and businesses should
De protected more than they now are,
even if that means imposing restric-
t1ve import quotas and/or tariffs---22-1 2 © 3 4 5
We should keep ahead of the Russians
in strategic nuclear weapons=-=------23-1 " 2 3 4 5
It would be a mistake to make a
major effort to improve relations
with those countries that are ‘
unfriendly tO US====me=ececcccacce==a24=-] % 3 4 5
I+ is in our national interest to ;
contain the spread of Communism-----25-1 2 3 4 5

The sharing of democratic values

should be an important considera-

©1on :n guiding cur reiationships

with other countries-=--—---=-——ce—w-- 26-1 ' 2 3 4 5
We should do whatever is necessary

to 1nsure access to energy :

supplies=—=-=-=smmccmc e m e - 27-1 2 3 4 5
Our 1nterests are global; to protect

them and to prevent conflicts from

expanding, we must be prepared for

involvement virtually everywhere----28-1 2 3 4 5

2d. The U.S. has announced its intention to withdraw frow UNESCO at
the close of 1984 and to provide no further funds to that organization after
this year. DO you agree or disagree with the U.5. move?

Agreg=—=—== e m e e s, ————— ——mm———— 29-1
Disadgree==———==-m=—ee== ——emmeeb——— 7
NOt Suf@====ssc-cacmccuaa S 3
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2e. In assessing U.N. operations and procedures some people contend
tnat 1t is now dominated by the Third World at the expense of the
industrialized nations, while others believe that the superpowers continue
to preaominate and that Third World i1nfluence is more apparent than real.
which position comes closer to your view of the U.N. --- is it dominated
more by the Third World or by the superpowers?

Third Horld ---------- ———————— —-------—--~30 1

Superpowers=-——-—=——scsccca—=———-= e 2

Other (VOL.) . i 3
(WRITE IN)

Not sure-—=—=—==r=—————ce- - 4

Let's turn now to a discussion of the situation in the Middle East.

3. In your judgment, what are the underlying causes of the
continuing tensions and 1rstab111txes within the Middle Eastern reglOn’
(PROBE FOR CLEAR AND FULL RESPONSE)

31-

32~

33

da. 1 am going to pose several circumstances that have been suggested
as explanations for the severity of the problems in the Middle East and
would like your assessment as to the significance of each. (HAND RESPON-
DENT CARD B) Please select one of the categories on the card for each
factor I pose.

A Con-
The j trib-
Single uting

Most One Of But Not An
Impor- Several Not Impor-

tant Major HMajor tant Not
Factor Factors Factor Factor Sure

Arab radicalism (Libya, lrag, etc.)-------34-1 2 3 4 5
Arab Fundamentalism (Iran, etc.)==========35=]" 2 3 4 S
lsraeli intransigence and ambitions-======36-1 2 3 4 5
Tne war between Iran and lrag-==--------- ~37-1 2 3 4 5
The Palestinilan issug======-=- - 38-1 2 3 4 5
Soviet expansionism--= - - 39-1 8 3 4 5
Syrian territorial amdbitions--=--—-—-==—=-40-1 2 3 4 5
Scviet interference---- -—— 41-1 2 3 4 5
The inability of the Arabs to cooperate

with one another------=-= . ' 2 3 4 5
The unwillingness of moderate Arab leaders

to take riskS-———ecmeem———- ————————— ---=43-1 2 3 4 S
The hard line position of the PLO---==-——=§4-1 2 3 4 5
Ine multiplicity of religious and other ‘

competing groups in Lebanon---—=----= -=~4§5-1 2 3 4 5
U.S. interference======-==-====coc=o g g =1 2 3 4 5
4n. On balance, and again recognizing the complexity of the issues

involved, are the Israelis or the Arabs more to blame for the absence of a
permanent peaceful solution to the Middle Eastern crisis?

Israelis are more to blame-—--eccmmmmceccea—- 47-1
Arabs are more to blame----—----eccmc—caccaan 2
BOth (VOL,)==-==========-x R — 3
Neither (VOL.)========= - - ————— 4
Not sure/depends, etc.---— e 5
4c. Which condition is most likely to insure peace within the middle

East -- lsraeli military superiority over the Arabs, Arab military
superiority over the lsraelis or a balance of military power between the two
s1des? i

Israeli military superiority------ et 100
Arab military superiority-====----=----== ———————— ¥
A balance of military power between the

the two SideS§—=—===—r—=-m-eeecnccccncee——— AT 3

' Not sure/depends (VOL.)-—-=-—==--—-ooe-o- e i 4
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5a. What do you see as the primary role, if any, for the United States
today 1n the Middle East? ;

49-

50=-

51~

5b. I'd like you to rate each of the following objectives regarding
the Middle East as you feel they should apply to tne U.S. For each, please
tell me whether it should be a priority concern, an important but not
priority goal, only a secondary consideration or none of our business.

only A
Impor- Second~
tant ary None .

T, Priority But Not Consider- Of Our Not
Concern Priority eration Business Sure

Securing a just peace between

israel and the Arapg------- mmeme=52=] 2 3 _ 4 5
Containing the influence of

individuals such as Khomeini

and Kadhafle==esremamrccnrccrceaa=53-] 2 3 4 5.
Preserving solidarity with our
NATO allies and Japan-------- —====54=-1 2 3 4 5

Avoiding the danger of U.S.-Soviet

milictary conflicts arising from

local wars------ -- 55-1 2 3 ‘ 4 5
Keeping Mediterranean, Red Sea and

Persian Gulf shipping lanes

and the Suez Canal open-=-==—==—==56-1 2 3 4 5
Putting pressure on Israel to

negotiate with the PLO============57-] 2 . 4 5
Restricting Soviet influence in

the regioneeerscm=ees-=wne-<me ~—=ehi-] 2 3 4 5

Securing adequate supplies of Saudi
and Persian Gulf oil at stable

prices~==== et i = -59-F 2 3 4 5
Maintaining the security of

1sragl===ceccemecrccc e — = -——===60-1 2 3 4 5
Aiging in the emergence of a

Palestinian national! homeland=----61-1 2 3 4 5
Supplying detensive arms to Israel-=62-1 | 3 4 5

Helping to resolve the dispute

between Iran and Irag====s========- 63-1 R 3 4 5
Bringing together the antagonists

in Lebanon to help achieve ;

peace and stapility -— --64-1 2 g 4 .5
Preventing instability in and the

radicalization of key Arab

B2 T = o i e e i 65~-1 2 3 4 5
Returning territories taken by
1srael in the 1967 war===-—=--- ~—e=e66~1 2 3 4 5
Internationalizing Jerusalem--=—=———= 67-1 z 3 4 5
Supplying cgefensive arms to
triendly Arab states--—-———====- -==§8-1 2 3 ] 5
S5c. The situation in Lebanon has deteriorated into what most

observers regard as a debacle. (HAND RESPONDENT SHOW CARD C.) In your
view, which one ot the explanations listed on this card is most responsi-
ble for the present state of affairs? And which one of the explanations
would you say 1s second. in importance?
Most Second Most
Important Important
a. Syria's determination to maintain a major
military presence in Lebanon and/or its
support for left-wing Lepanese factions--69-1 70-1
b. Israel's 1982 incursion into Lebanon which :
was the catalyst for the events that .
followed=-~-=--—====-=ccececcacaca= mmmmmmm——— D 2
c. The weakness of the Lebanese government and
its 1nability to reconcile the contlict-
ing demands of the country's many
factlons=======-=—=—m—————- - 3 3
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5c. (continued)

Most Second Most
Important Imoorcant

d. The vacillating Middle Eastern policy of

the Reagan Administration--—=-—=—=—=—=-= ————— 4 4
€. The military and economic 5uppor: provided

by the USSR for Syria's expansionlst aims

in Lebanon---=---~- - ———— e 5 5
£. The failure of moderate Arab governments to

establish and maintain a legitimate )

Lebanese goOvVernment = s e s scastem s nee—-—- 6 [

g. The i1rreconcilabple objectives of the
multiplicity of Lebanese constituencies-- 7 7
Other (VOL.,) =~ ==———— 8 8

{WRITE IN]

Not sure/depends/miscellaneous vague

responses/all, etc. (VOL.)=====meeneanaax 9 9
6ba. Some people have suggested that the U.S. is not even-handed and

baianced in its ™iddle Eastern relationships. In your view, has the U.S.
b+=n too one-sided in favor of Israel, too one-sided in iavor of the Arabs
or f{air to poth?

Une-sided toward Israe:---- 71-1 Fair to both-==ccecmceecea—a- 3
Cne-si1cged toward Arabs----- 2 Not sure/depends (VOL.j-=-=-= 4
6D. A shared commitment to Westerr democratic values, strategic con-

siderations and domestic politics have been the bases of our support for
Israel since its 1inception. Some have suggested that econom:c realities
justify a reexaminat:on of our relationships in the Middle East. How do you
1ee] adout thls? Wnere should we be headed? (PROBE FOR EXPLANATION BEHIND
RESPONDENT'S PERSPECTIVES). :

q2=
73~
74-
6c. Of the countries on the card (HAND RESPONDENT CARD [), whieh one

oc you feel 1s now or is potentially the most reliaple ally of the U.5.7
"And which one is now or is potentially the least reliaple U.S. ally?

Most Least

) ? Rel:able Reliable
a. EQyptemee-—me=—ee————a= ————————— -—-F5-1 76-1
b. Isragle-cceccccm e e e e —-—— 2 2
c. Jorgane---—e=-- s e - —————— q 3
¢. Lebanon--==== b bkl LRt s -——- 4 4
e. Saugi Arzlla=re=rgesmcasmccecsean —— 5 5
None (VOL.)==—r—S—efrecem e --=. 6 6
NOt sSurg--—-—-—-—=-=—=---— e ————— ——— 7 7
Ta. Le='s turn now fOor a moment to the issue of the Palestinians.

One of the chief points of contention between the Palestinians and the
lsraelis is the Palestinian aspirati:on tor a homeland. Which of the
statements on the card (HAND RESPONDENT SHOW CnRD E) most closely
approximates your view cn this subject?

2. An independent Palestinian state should be created in

the West Bank and Gaza=-—=mc=sccecmmccc e e c e s e e e s — s m e — - 77-1
D. Palestinians of the West Hank and Gaza should be granted self-

government 1n aSSOCiation with Jordan-=~--=ee--scccscce-cceo—ooo 2
c. A bi-national state should be created, including present-day

l1srael, in wnich Palestinian Arabs and Jews would share

POWEI = === =--em e e cscssecemasss s ——— - 3

d. 1srael should keep the west Bank and Gaza and present-day Jordan

should become the Palestinian state~----=----- —————— e ——— 4

e. The 1ssue has been exaggerated and will eventually be resolved
peacetully without creation of a Palestinian state--==-===-=-=-- 5
Miscellaneous other (VOL,.)--=====--= e m———— e ————— —reemms———— 6
Not sure/depends (VOL.)===-==e-scceomececccenmmss-sossssoonac—c=a= i
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. 7D. How might the United States seek to Dring apbout a peaceful
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict? (HAND RESPONDENT SHOW CARD F)

a. Start direct consultations with the PLO, paralleling those with
moderate Arab states and lsrael, aimed at persuading it to

negotiate with Israel-- L —— 78-1
b. Urge an Arab consensus for King Hussein of Jordan to serve as

representative of the Palestinians in negotiations with lsrael-- 2
c. Press Israel to negotiate with the PLO for a settlement=--===- ——— 3
d. Refuse to deal with the PLO until it recognizes Israel's right to

a secure existence e ————— - e 4

e. Deal directly with Jordan and Palestinian leaders other than the

PLO-=eccccnc e m—— - - - - 5
f. Convene a broad international conference including the Soviet
Union and PLO representatives, toO work toward a comprehensive

Middle East agreement- e e ———— - 6
Miscellaneous other (VOL.,)=======—= —————————— - - - - 7

Not sure/depends (VOL.)-==-- ot —=ee cmenmeessnsnne 8

‘Tc. As you know, there have been convulsions in recent months within

the PLO, ancd Yasir Arafat's leadership has been strongly challenged. Does
the splintering within the PLO represent increased or decreased opportu-
nities for an accord to be reached involving Egypt, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan
and ultimately Syria?

Increased-=-eeeececcacaa=e9-] (ASK 0. 7d)
Decreased-~=semccmc—ecnca=— 2 (ASK Q. 74)
No difference-=====-mme—ee 3 (SKIP TO Q. Ba)
Not sure-- e 4 {SKIP TO Q. Ba)

(IF "INCREASED" OR "DECREASED"™ IN Q. 7c, ASK O. 7d: OTHERS SKIP TO Q. Ba)

73. Wny do you say that? What are the likely consequences Of these
developments? CARD I1
5-——
6 -_

y

{ASK EVERYONE)
Tc this point, we have focused on the international aspect of the Middle
Eastern situation. Let's turn now to some domestic considerations.

Ba, 1'd like you to evaluate the importance to the (INSERT CITY) area
of investments by and trade with several regions or groups. For each, tell
me whether it i1s very impcrtant, somewhat important or not at all impor-
tant. (RECORD BELOW UNDER Q. 8a =-- IMPORTANCE)

Q. Ba IMPORTANCE 0. Bb DYNAMIC
Not De~-
Some- at Not Grow- creas- Not
Very wnat All Sure ing Same _ing Sure
The Arab worlg-e-e=-=-sc=e- B-] 2 3 4 12-1 2 3 4
Japan===-= -—— - 9-1 2 3 4 13=1 2 3 4
Western Europe--=--==-—-—-=--10-1 2 3 4 J14-1 2 3 4
Latin America--======—=—==-=11-1 2 3 4 15-1 2 3 4

(FOR EACH "VERY" OR "SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT" IN Q. Ba)

8D. Has the economic significance of (INSERT GROUP NAMED IN Q. 8a)
within the (CITY) area been growing, staying about the same Or decreasing?
(EECORD ABOVE UNDER Q. 8b -- DYNAMIC)

8c. Where should the political and business leadership of the (INSERT
CITY) area put its emphasis it it wishes to establish closer ties to for-
eign investors and/or markets? (HAND RESPONDENT SHOW CARD G). Please rank
the countries/regions on the card from ] to 5 in descending order. 1f you
don't believe closer ties should be sought with one or more of them, please

say so. _
No closer ties

Rank
a. The Arab World 16~ 21=-1
b, Japan 17~ 2
c. Wwestern Europe 18- 3
a. Latin America 18- 4
e, Atrica 20- 5
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w

‘8d. From your personal experience, which of the four (READ LIST) has
the greatest presence in the civig and cultural life of (INSERT CITY)?
The Arab World--=--==-=-=22-] Latin America------- ———— 4
Japaneecescnccccnccesan 2 None/other/all (VOL.)=--- 5
Western Europe-=——=——== 3 Not sure---=------ —————— 6
9. Many groups, both domestic and foreign, are perceived to have

varying degrees of influence in the formulation of governmental policies.

We are interested in your views as to wno influences U.S. toreign policy
generally, who influences our Middle Eastern policy specifically and who has
special influence within the (INSERT CITY) area. (HAND RESPONDENT
SELF-ADMINISTERED FORM 1I) This sheet contains a list of groups with
10-point rating scales next to each. Using 10 as maximum and ] as minimum
influence, please circle the numbers that Dest reflect your judgments as to
where influence resides.

10a, We'd like to know your sense of the closeness of some ethnic

groups with their "homelands,” actual or symbolic. For each group 1 name,
whicn of these categories best represents your view; they have close ties to
(COUNTRY/CONTINENT) and that is good for the U.S.; they have close ties to
(COUNTRY/CONTINENT) and that is bad for the U.S.; they don't have close ties
to (COUNTRY/CONTINENT) and that is good for the U.S.; they don't have close
ties to (COUNTRY/CONTINENT) and that is bad for the U.S5.; or, it doesn't
matter one way or the other. 1

Not Not Does
Close/ Close/ Close/ Close/ Not Not
Good Bad Gooc Bad Matter Sure
GROUP COUNTRY
Blacks Africa=—-—======-23-1 2 3 4 5 6
Greeks GreeCe==========24~1] 2 3 4 5 6
Irish - Ireland--=-=====25-] 2 3 4 5 6
Ital:ians Italy======mece==2§6~-] 2 3 4 5 6
Jews Israel-=-===-==-27-1 2 3 4 5 6
Poles Poland-----===--28-1] 2 3 4 5 6
10b. In your judgment, have American Jews had a disproportfonate role
in the estabplisnment of Middle Eastern policies?
Yes = -29-1 (ASK Q. 10c)
NO== === emcccc e c e e 28 (SKIP TO Q. 1lla)
Not Sure-==-=—-==e--a--- 3 (SKIP TO Q. lla)

{IF YES IN Q. 10b, ASK Q. 10c: OTHERS SKIP TO 0. 1la)
10c. Wnat have been the conseqguences of that role? What, if anything,
would you recommend be done about it? .

30~

3l-

* 32-

(ASK EVERYONE) 4

lla. We would like to know how and where people obtain information
about Middle Eastern issues. I'm going to read a number of sources that you
may use. For each source 1 name, please tell me whether it is an extremely
valuable, somewhat valuable, only minor, or unused information source for
you personally (RECORD BELOW FOR EACH SOURCE)

-Extremely Somewhat Not

Valuable Valuable Minor Unused Sure
Your local press-~===—cc—s—eee——-o —mm==33-] 2 3 3 5
The Wall Street Journal-====-c-ceccecaa 34-1 2 3 4 5
The Washington POSt=—=—=== memmmmmccene=3§o] 2 3 4 5
The New YOrk Tim@S-—emmecce——mecccccescccce=-3f-] 2 3 4 5
Foreign newspapers and/or magazines----37-1] 2 3 4 5
General news magazineg--====-== ememeeee=3f-]1 2 3 4 5
General business magazineS==—======e===3§-] 2 3 4 5
General international affairs publica-

tions, such as Foreign Affalrs—=-—-—----= 40-1 2 3 4 5

- CcONLing=d -
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Q. lla. {continued) Extremely Somewhat Not
: valuable Valuaple Minor Unused Sure

U.S. government publicationg==—c—c—eceec==- 41-1 2 3 4 5
Trade and professional publications----42-1 2 3 4 5
Specialized Dusiness newsletters==------ 43-1 2 3 4 5
Scnolarly publications—==--cccmeccec—=- 44-1 2 3 4 -
Publications of Research Organizations-45-1 2 3 4 5
Television or radige==eecece--- ——m——————— 46-1 2 3 4 5
Travel abroad---==-cccccccccccacnccca=x 47-1 2 3 4 < 5
Conferences, seminars and other '
meetings - - --48-1 2 3 4 5
Personal contact with pecple in your
own organization in the course of :
your worke=—-——-=-=- et DR T 49-1 2 T 4. 5
Personal contact with Americang-------- 50-1 2 3 4 5
Personal contact with people from :
other countrleS====-—sceecccccccac= ~===51=-1 2 3 ] 5
11b. Have you had occasion to talk with foreign nationals, either here
or abroad, during the past 30 days?
YeS-~—=mmmeena ——————— --===52-1 (ASK Q. llc)
NO=—so==amis e e o 2 (SKIP TO 0. 114)
Can't recall-=--==ceccacaaa 3 (SKIP TO Q. 1l1ld)
(IF YES IN 11b, ASK Q. llc; OTHERS SKIP TO Q. 11d)
llc. From wnich country (countries) were the foreigners with whom you
spoke? :
53=
54~
55=
{ ASK EVERYONE) -
11a. wWitn whom have you discussed the Middle Eastern situation most
seriously? (PROBE FOR POSITION AND ASSOCIATION OF INDIVIDUAL, NOT NAME)
: 56=-
57=

tASK Q. lle ONLY WITHIN ATLANTA AREA. ALL OTHERS SKIP TO CLASSIFICATION
SECTION.) .

lle. If you needed reliable information about a Middle Eastern 1ssue,
which one of the individuals on the card (HAND RESPONDENT CARD H) would you
pe most likely to seek ocut for an informed, trustworthy perspective?

a. Wyche Fowler-=-=-—s-e-ccccccca—-- ———————— Sg8-Y
b. Marvin Goldstein-----==-=-- T —— - X
c. Burt Lance-- ————— —— 0
d. John LewiS—mmeeecccccmmcccccnecccccccn e 1
e. Elliot LevitasS-=———cccmecmcccccccaa e 2
f. Dillard Munford - - - 3
9. Dan Papp---- T 4
h. Ken Steif~-==-=e----- PR L A 5
i. Hal Suit---- ———— - 6
j. Andrew Young==------- s R R 2

Oother (VOL.) e B

(WRITE IN)
Any/None (VOL.)====—--—eemer e e e - g9
Not. sure--—----=-= ——— e —————————— 59-Y

Now, just a few more questions for classification purposes only.

A. Please tell me into which of the following categories your
age falls.
Under 30---60-1 40-44~~==~ 4 55259 —mmmmmmeme 7
'30-34------ 2 45-49e==== § 60-64~——-mmmmm - 8
35-39==--== 3 50-54===== & 65 and older~---- 9
Refused (VOL.)--- 0

B. 'What is the highest level of education you have completed?

Less than a college degreg~-======- e e R R ey +61~-1]
Undergraduate degree only---=--== e ————— —————— sty St 2
MASLET 'S (g e = o o o i e o ot o o o om0 0 0 0 O S0 e 3

4
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(IF OTHER THAN "LESS THAN COLLEGE DEGREE")

(1 fFrom wnich college/university did you receive your undergraduate
degree? : 62-
63-
64-
(IF "ADVANCED DEGREE")
D. (And) where did you receive your (ENTER ADVANCED DEGREE)? 65~
66—
67~
E. On matters of domestic policy (the economy, social issues, etc.),

do you generally consider yourself to be (READ CATEGORIES AND RECORD BELOW
UNDER Q. E -~ DOMESTIC POLICY)

Q. E Q. F
Domestic - Foreign
Policy Policy
Very conservative--==--e---- 68-1 69-1
Somewhat conservative - 2 2
Middle of the road=-----==-=-= —— 3 3
Somewhat liberal-—-===--== o - 4 4
Very liberal------- - 5 5
Radical===-=-- i P 3
Refused/other/not sure/depends (VOL.)======= 74 7
F. And on matters of foreign policy, do you generally consider your-

self to be (READ CATEGORIES AGAIN AND RECORD ABOVE UNDER Q. F =~ FOREIGN
POLICY)

G. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a Republican or a
Democrat? (IF RESPONDENT IS POLITICIAN AND PARTY IS KNOWN, RECORD, BUT DO
NOT ASK) '

Republican=======- -——=70-1 (SKIP TO Q. I)
Democrat 2 (SKIP TO Q. I)
Independent (VOL.)==—- 3 (ASK Q. H)

other/refused (VOL.)=-- 4 (SKIP TO Q. I)

(IF * INDEPENDENT IN Q. G, ASK Q. H: OTHERS SKIP TO 0. I)
H, Are you generally more in sympathy with the programs and policies
of the Democrats or the Republicans?

DEmMOCratS==m====e==== B e § £ |
‘Republicans--- e O ]
Neither/poth/no difference/not sure/refusede====-===vsv-e==-=- 3

(ASK EVERYONE)

1. wWnat is your religious preference? (1f Protestant, determine
denomination and record in “Denomination® column.) :
Denomination
Protestant-=======72-]1
Catholice=ssensane 2 BapList-———m-—m—m——————eea 73-1
oF W P e s e i 3 Southern Baptist---—==—=== 2
Moslem/Muslim=---- 4 MethodiStes=====—ccccace== 3
Other===== ———————— 5 Presbyterian=====——===-= - 4
NOne========= ————— 6 Lutheran==—===-==cecac—e---= 5
Refused~—=~=vsccae 7 Episcopalian-====ce-cccce= 6
Other — 7
(WRITE IN)
J. From a theological standpoint, do you consider yourself conserva-
tive or liberal?
Conservative====———=—————--— —————————— -=T74=1
Liberal-==--=ceemecrmeec e ———————— ———— 2
Middle of the road/moderate (VOL,)=-=-=-==- 3
Progressive (VOL.)-==-=-=====-=co--- ——————— 4
Traditional (VOL.)-======= e ————— 5
None/neither/nothing (VOL.)===-====~ ———— 6
NOt SUlf@=-—=—-————===ccm-m——ececce——e- ————— 7
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K. With which organizations, if any
NOT READ LIST BUT PROBE FOR TYPE IF YOU AR

Political/social cause organization (

NAACP, NOW, etQ,)r====ceacmeaea——ae
Political party------=--- e g
dusiness/trade association--——-—-====-=
Professional association----- ———————
Chamber of commerce~=—==-- ———— e ———
Service organization (Rotary, Kiwanis
Religious institution/organization---—
Athletic/sports organizatione==-======
Artistic/cultural/educational organiz
Philanthropic organization===-ecece====
Miscellaneous other

, are you especially active? (DO
E UNCERTAIN)

Sierra Club,

- -
- —

-

B o e

-

ALlON=——=——=—caaa B S A—

WU bW N =D X

{WRITE IN)

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

MT .,
Miss
‘Mrs.
Ms. : =
(NAME OF RESPONDENT)

(STREET ADDRESS)

(CITY/TOWN)
(STATE) — {ZIP CODE)
) - _ . :
AREA CODE — (TELEPHONE 4 )

THIS IS5 A BONA FIDE INTERVIEW
AND HAS BEEN OBTAINED ACCORDING
TO QUOTA AND ALL INTERVIEWER
SPECIFICATIONS.

Length of Interviewing Time:

Minutes

Validated by:

Date:
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With the outbreak of hostilities in Lebanon on June 6, 1982,
a number of ad hoc anti-Israel groups emerged on the American
scene. This report identifies the most active groups, focusing on
those that attracted national attention. Where possible, names and
addresses of organizers and organizations are provided, since these
often shed 1ight on the behind-the-scenes coordination that exists
among ‘many of these groups. In numerous cases, long-time pro-PLO
activists on the left were discovered to be operating under new
cover names.

These ad hoc groups engaged in a wide variety of activities--
placing large newspaper ads, distributing leaflets, holding street
rallies and teach-ins-- all aimed at encouraging public sympathy for
the Lebanese civilians suffering from the aftermath of recent events
and for Palestinians. In all of their activities several issues
were frequently stressed:

-- Alleged atrocity stories and indiscriminate bombings were
highlighted in an effort to portray Israel as criminal, inhumane and
immoral. Although pro-Palestinian groups have for some time used
terms 1ike "genocide" and "holocaust" in their Titerature to refer
to Israel's p011cy toward Palestinains, such language appeared more
prominently in current ads and statements. For example, there were
widespread comparisons of Beirut to the Warsaw Ghetto of 1942, the
message being: Jews, with your history, you should know better.

-- The US was bitterly criticized for allegedly giving Israel
a "green light" for the attack and for continuing to supply Israel .
with Targe amounts of military and economic aid. There were many
demands for a cutoff of aid to induce Israel's withdrawal from
Lebanon, buttressed by the assertion that commitments of massive
quant1t1es of aid to Israel in a time of economic difficulties here
in the US are detr1menta1 to American interests.

-- The broader issue of the need to solve the Palestinian
problem was consistently linked to the Lebanon situation. Pro-PLO
activists renewed their long-standing demand that the US change its
policy and deal directly with the PLO, without waiting for PLO rec-
ognition of Israel. Indeed, several groups supported the idea of
replacing Israel with a "secular, democratic" Palestine.

-- Considerable emphasis was placed on the need for Americans
to change their attitudes about Arabs in general. Some groups
claimed that latent anti-Arab racism is responsible for lack of
.American concern for the innocent victims of Israel's attacks in
Lebanon.

One significant development was the increase in cooperation in
some areas between Jewish critics of Prime Minister Begin's policies



=

and anti-Israel groups. A distinction should be made between anti-
Zionist Jews--such as Noam Chomsky, Elmer Berger and others--who
have long been critics of Israel and who have in the past publicly
joined with pro-PLO groups, and those Jews who remain pro-Israel
but have now come out publicly in opposition to the Lebanon war.

As a result of the war, and in particular as a result of the
heavy bombing of West Beirut, there was growing cooperation among
various pro-peace and disarmament groups and pro-Palestinian organ-
izations. Some of these groups announced their intention of mounting
their own “commissions of inquiry" into Israel's conduct of the war
and its use of American-made weapons in Lebanon.

The activities of the ad hoc groups bolstered the broad scale
efforts of the Arab-American community to influence American public
opinion. Mainstream Arab-American organizations shared materials
with many of these groups, and in some cases, especially on the
local level, coordinated the ad hoc groups. The most prominent of
these national organizations are:

-- The National Association of Arab-Americans (NAAA),
headquartered in Washington, D.C. is the registered lobby of the
Arab-American community; its current president is Robert Joseph,
a Pittsburgh businessman '

-- The American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC), also
based in Washington, D.C., directed by former Senator James Abourezk

_ -- The Association of Arab-American University Graduates, based
in Belmont, Massachusetts, has long advocated a "secular democratic
state" in Palestine

-- The Palestine Congress of North America, based in Washington,
represents Palestinians in the US and supports the PLO

These organizations, some of which had begun to organize the
Arab-American community on the grass roots level as long as 10 years
ago, are now poised to reach out to other ethnic, church, civil
rights and community groups in order to capitalize on what they per-
ceive to be a turning point in American sympathy for Israel. (The
national Arab-American organizations will be dealt with in greater
detail in a separate study.) NAAA claims to have collected thousands
of signatures on a National Petition to Save Lebanon. Along with
ADC, NAAA is Tobbying for passage of Concurrent Resolution #359,
introduced by Congressman Nick Rahall IT D-W.Va.), himself an Arab-
American, which calls for a suspension of "all deliveries of military
equipment and all military sales financing to all combatants in the
region."

While they have not been successful in such lobbying efforts to
date, pro-Arab organizations now sense a greater receptivity to their
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ideas as a result of Israel's unp0pu1ar actions in Lebanon. Questions
and doubts about the justice of Israel's course and US support for

its policies are be1ng raised more frequently, particularly in liberal
circles where Israel's image as a moral nation has been badly tarnished.
The ad hoc groups, promoting the image of Israel as aggressor, have
helped to create a new climate of criticism and anger about Israel's
policies. This mood could in the long run pave the way for a real change
in US policy toward Israel.

As long as Israeli forces remain in Lebanon and the violence con-
tinues, the Jewish community and Israel's friends in the US can expect
these and other ad hoc committees and organizations to continue their
efforts to sway American opinion. There is evidence that Palestinian
activists, convinced of the destruction of their mi]itary option, are
now gearing up for a major public relations campaign in the US. For
the supporters of Israel in this country, the propaganda war is just
beginning.

SM: ka
September 28, 1982
82-970-11



AD HOC COMMITTEE IN DEFENSE OF THE

PALESTINIAN & LEBANESE PEOPLES
P.0. Box 1499

Ansonia Station
New York,. NY 10023

The Ad Hoc Committee in Defense of the Palestinian & Lebanese
Peoples first emerged in an ad in The New York Times, June 27, 1982,
signed by over 200 people. The 1ist included a 1arge number of
professors and prominent writers, as well as several Tong-time activ-
ists for the Palestinian cause, including former Senator James Abourezk,
the Berrigan brothers, former US attorney general Ramsey Clark and
Rev. Jesse Jackson. The ad headlined "Death and Devastation in Lebanon”
condemned "Israeli aggression,” "the inhuman assault on the civilian
population" and American support for Begin's policies. The last para-
graph urged Americans "to affirm that the national rights of the
Palestinians are central and indispensable to any resolution of the
endemic state of conflict which exists between Israel and the
Palestinian people."

A subsequent ad (July 11), also in Thé New York Times, featured
allegations of Israeli torture of captured Palestinians under the
heading “war Crimes in Lebanon.'

According to a report in the New York Post, July 27, 1982, the
post office box in Ansonia Station is registered to Mar1am Said, wife of
Prof. Edward Said, a writer and member of the Palestine National
Council (the so- ~called parliament of the PLO)

According to the Los Angeles Times, July 17, 1982, Prof_?aid and
Ralph Schoenman, a writer based in New Jersey, were the organizers
of the committee, which has apparently never met formally as a group.

The ads also appealed for contributions to defray the advertising
costs, to pay for medical supplies for West Beirut and to "launch an
inquiry into the conduct of the war and the treatment of refugees and
prisoners.” .

No ads have éppeared with this name since the beginning of August.

AD HOC COMMITTEE OF TRADE UNIONISTS TO OPPOSE
THE ISRAELI INVASION OF LEBANON

P.0O. Box 676

0l1d Chelsea Station

New York, NY 10011.

An ad with 150 signatures sponsored by the Ad Hoc Committee of
Trade Unionists to Oppose the Israeli Invasion of Lebanon appeared
on September 5, 1982 in The New York Times. Headlined "Labor Speaks




Out On Lebanon," it asserted: "as trade unionists we cannot and will
not stand for the identification of the trade union movement -and
workers of this country with Israeli actions in Lebanon." This state-
ment was apparently a response to one adopted by the AFL-CIO Executive
Council on August 5, 1982, which strongly supported Israel and stated
that the Israeli action in Lebanon was "entirely justified on security
grounds." (The AFL-CIO statement was reprinted in The New York Times
on August 15, 1982.)

Some members of the Ad Hoc Committee are also endorsers of the
November 29 Coalition, which circulated the trade unionists' statement.

The Ad Hoc Committee advertisement called for an end to US arms
deliveries to Israel, saying that "at a time when unemployment is the
highest in over 40 years, we cannot justify arms and aid to Israel
totalling more than $7 million/day. This subsidy has made it possible
for Israel to carry out the destruction of major cities, schools and
hospitals in Lebanon, while for lack of funds, our own cities, schools
and hospitals are deteriorating and crumbling."”

AMERICAN JEWS OPPOSED TO ISRAELI AGGRESSION
Box 49

5825 Telegraph Avenue

Oakland, CA 94609

17 members of Jews Against the Israeli Massacre in Lebanon signed
_an ad in The New York Times on August 8, 1982 placed by American Jews
Opposed to Israeli Aggression, based in Oakland, Ca. Among the signers
of this ad were Hebert Aptheker, a member of the Communist Party USA

and editor of their journal, Jewish Affairs; Noam Chomsky, Professor of
Linguistics at MIT and noted opponent of Israel and others--including
professors, doctors, lawyers, many of whom were identified as members

- of the New Jewish Agenda (a national organization of progressive Jews
who support Israel but are critical of Begin's policies). The ad's
opening copy asserted that "We cannot be silent" and stated that "we are
American Jews who are appalled by the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and

by the fact that the killing and destruction are being carried out with
the political support and military aid provided by the U.S." The group
rejected the assumption that American Jews support Israel no matter what
it does and expressed solidarity "with the tens of thousands in Israel
who have demonstrated their opposition to the inhuman and brutal policies
of their government."

The ad called on the U.S. to halt sales and shipments of all arms
"to the combatants in Lebanon."



AMERICANS CONCERNED FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
Washington, D.C.

This name was used by Franklin Lamb, a former member of the Demo-
cratic National Committee (now wanted for fraud by the FBI for
charging phone calls to other people's accounts.) Claiming he was on
staff of the Library of Congress, Lamb and two friends called congres-
sional staffers in July offering them a free fact- finding tour of
Beirut. Reports omitted the fact that the trip was sponsored by the
Palestine Red Crescent Society, an arm of the PLO, run by Yasir Arafat's
brother.

This group attracted attention when a UPI story of August 7
reported that a "US Congressional delegation charged Israel used a
U.S.-built vacuum bomb" in Beirut. Lamb's group consisted of one
Congressional staffer and had no official authorization from Speaker
0'Neill or Senate Majority Leader Baker to go abroad. Susan Hedges,
a friend of Lamb's who portrayed herself as an aide to Senator '
James McClure, was reported to be the source of the information about
the so-called vacuum bomb, which according to Pentagon officials,
does not exist. (The New Republic, Sept. 6, 1982.)

AMERICANS FOR PEACE
P.0O. Box 57042
Washington, D.C. 20037

A series of ads appeared in The Washington Post and The New York Times
the week of June 22 under the sponsorship of Americans for Peace.  The
post office box is rented to Hatem Husseini, formerly Director of the
Palestine Information office in Washington, the official arm of the PLO in
the U.S. (Husseini has now joined the PLO's UN staff.) The ads featured
photographs .of children and were headlined "Stop U.S. Weapons to Israel"
"Stop Israel's war of genocide."

THE ARAB WOMEN'S COUNCIL
P.O. Box 11048

Washington, D.C. 20008

The Council first surfaced in June, 1982 (although it is unclear
whether it was organized before or after the date Israel Defense Forces
moved into Lebanon). It comprises 104 women: 24 wives of Arab Am-
bassadors and 80 Arab-Americans including housewives and students.

The president of the Council is Nouha Alhegelan, wife of the Saudi
Ambassador to the U.S. and its executive secretary is Hala Maksoud,
wife of Clovis Maksoud, the Arab League representative to the UN.



The Council's activities have included mailings to prominent
American women urging them to "use your influence to stop the genocide"
in Lebanon; full page ads in newspapers around the country; a 20-city
speaking tour including radio and TV interviews and meetings with

political leaders; and an eight-day hunger strike in Lafayette Park
across from the White House.

The Codnci] also apparently serves as a channel for money and
information to a group called Peace Corps Alumni for Middle East
Understanding. (see below)

Most of the Council's activities were coordinated by Gray & Co.,
a Washington-based public relations firm headed by Robert Keith Gray,
a long time friend of President Reagan. Gray, who is registered as a
foreign agent to represent the Kuwait Petroleum Company in the U.S.,
arranged meetings for Mrs. Alhegelan with Nancy-Reagan and National
Security Adviser William Clark, as wellas wives of US Senators and
Congressmen.

(H)ﬂHHTTTTHEEKHRJ\IﬂﬂHOKHRAﬂTCZSECJJLAJIIUKLESTHTE
P.0. Box 326

New York, NY 10014

This name appeared on a flyer distributed in June shortly after the
beginning of the war in Lebanon. The text of the flyer began with the
statement, "Menachem Begin has the bomb." Condemning Israel as "a co-
Tonial settler state" supported by "American corporate interests" that
fear the threat of the Iranian and Palestinian revolutions, it said
Israel "can never be at peace...and will always be a smoldering fuse
on the nuclear powder keg." It ended with the demand for "No U.S. troops
or arms to the Middle East."

Nothing more is known about this group.

CONCERNED AMERICANS FOR PEACE
P.0. Box 5305

Terminal Annex

Los Angeles, CA 90054

The origin of Concerned Americans for Peace has remained a mystery
since the appearance of full-page ads under its sponsorship, published
simultaneously on July 11 in six major newspapers around the country.
Headlined "The People of Lebanon, Innocent Victims of a Senseless War,"
the ad urged readers to write their Congressmen to take immediate action
to stop the "merciless killing" of innocent civilians, and Tisted six
relief organizations to which people could donate contributions for
Lebanon. : :



The ads stirred considerable controversy when the relief agencies--
including the American Red Cross, CARE, Save the Children, and others--
announced that they had not authorized the use of their names in the ad,
and publicly dissociated themselves from the political views expressed.

Subsequently, it was learned that no such group had rented any
post office box in Los Angeles.

Newspaper reports disclosed that the ads had been placed through
the Bernard Hodes Agency in Los Angeles for a client named Craig Lane
and cost approximately $120,000. Payment for the ad was made from a
“ Swiss bank and there was some speculation in the press that PLO funds
were involved. According to The New York Times (July 14), the names
Ralph Martin and John Kelley were submitted to the Chicago Tribune when
the paper requested the names of officers of the group. There is no
further available information on these individuals.

JEWS AGAINST THE ISRAELI MASSACRE IN LEBANON

P.0. Box 367 also 51 East 42nd Street
Midwood Station Room 417
Brooklyn, NY 11230 New York, NY 10017

According to an article in The Guardian, (self described "independent
radical" publication), Jews against the Israeli massacre supports
Palestinian self-determination and the PLO as the representative of the
Palestinians. Five people affiliated with JAIMIL were arrested for tres-
passing after a sit-down strike at the Israeli consulate in New York on
July 31. The protesters had demanded the immediate withdrawal of Israelj
forces from Lebanon and the right to visit detained Palestinians. Most
of the supporters are apparently anti-Zionist Jews from the New York and
Berkeley areas; their funding sources are unknown.

This name appeared in the list of endorsers for the November 29
Coalition March on Washington. A JAIMIL flyer distributed endorsing the
November 29 Coalition March on Washington identified "4 Points of Unity"
as: .

Immediate and unconditional withdrawal of Israeli forces from
Lebanon

- No U.S. arms to Israel or other Middle East countries

Support for the Palestinians right of self-determination

Acknowledge the "Palestinian people have recognized the PLO as
their representatives."

Prof. Stuart Scharr, the coordinator of this group, is also associated
with The National Emergency Committee on Lebanon.



NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE ON LEBANON
P.0. Box 1757
New York, NY 10027

The National Committee on Lebanon appeared as sponsor of an ad in
The New York Times on July 25, 1982, which asked rhetorically "After
Dresden, after Warsaw, after Hiroshima, must Beirut be destroyed?"
Twenty-nine prominent people signed  the ad, including actress Melina
Mercouri, peace activist Rev. William Sloan Coffin, and Atlanta Mayor
Andrew Young. r

The Tisted P.0. box number in New York is used by the Palestine
Solidarity Committee (PSC), a small group which supports the PLO as the
"chosen representative" of the Palestinians. According to informed
sources the PSC has, in the past, received money from the PLO. A PSC
staff member, Sheila Ryan, long active in leftist causes, is also the
coordniator of the Emergency Committee. According to the Los Angeles
Times (7/17/82), Ryan said that the National Emergency Committee was
formed after a rally in New York on June 24, and that various Arab-
American groups, including the Palestine Congress of North America and
the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, are participating.

Several peace activists and pro-disarmament groups have also been
attracted to the National Emergency Committee; the July 25th ad carried
the New York phone number of the People's Anti-war Mobilization.

The National Emergency Committee also sponsored lectures by
Dr. Chris Giannou, a Canadian surgeon who returned from Lebanon with
charges of Israeli atrocities. The Committee favors a ban on arms ship-
ments to the Middle East. It has circulated fact sheets on the Lebanon
situation, identical to material compiled by the Association of Arab-
American University Graduates, based in Boston, a pro-PLO group.

PALESTINE-LEBANON COMMITTEE OF THE
NOVEMBER 29TH COALITION
P.0. Box 115

New York, NY 10113

The November 29 Coalition comprises approximately 100 pro-Palestinian
groups in the U.S., mostly on the left of the political spectrum. The
Coalition surfaced in 1981 and takes its name from the date proclaimed

by the UN as the "International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People."

Under the rubric of the "Palestine-Lebanon Committee," the Coalition
sponsored teach-ins and rallies opposed to the "U.S.-Israel Invasion of
Lebanon." One meeting in New York at the end of July featured Zehdi
Terzi, the PLO representative to the UN, and drew 1,500 people. A
"March on Washington" on September 11 drew 2,800 people, according to
The New York Times (9/12/82), but it received very little press coverage.




PEACE CORPS ALUMNI FOR MIDDLE EAST
UNDERSTANDING
Washington, D.C.

The Peace Corps Alumni for the Middle East first emerged June 25, 1982.
It contacted 80,000 former Peace Corps volunteers by letters, postmarked
in Washington and carrying a meter number registered to the Saudi Arabian
Embassy in Washington. The letters described the organization as composed
of Peace Corps volunteers and staff who served in the Middle East, and
they urged recipients to "write to your congressmen, senators, White House
and State Department and voice your outrage and opposition" to the Israeli
"invasion of Lebanon." The letters also urged a substantial cut in U.S.
economic and military aid to Israel.

The letters were signed by one Lili Wilson-Hishmeh, whose husband,
George Hishmeh, is an officer in the U.S. International Communication
Agency.

The New York Post reported on July 23, 1982 that the office of the
Executive Director of the Peace Corps referred callers requesting infor-
mation about the alumni group to the Arab Women's Council, which is
headed by the wife of the Saudi Ambassador.

Congressman Barney Frank (D.-Mass.) wrote to Attorney General
William French Smith on August 11, formally requesting that the Peace
Corps Alumni register with the Justice Department as a foriegn agent,
since the group is working in conjunction with Saudi Arabia to sway
American public opinion. At the time of this writing, no determination
has been made about whether or not the group must register.

Lili and George Hishmeh are active members of the National
Association of Arab Americans, the registered lobby group of the Arab
American community. George Hishmeh was on the board of directors from
1978 to 1981. '

35 éents per copy

Quantity price on request



Massarwa Must Go
Letter Writing Campaign Instructions

Our goal is to convince the Israeli government that it is inappropriate to appoint a
non-Jew to represent the Jewish State. The campaign is not a personal attack on
Muhamed Massarwa. It bears his name only because he is the first non-Jew appointed
- as an Israeli consul general, A press release. describing our position is attached.

1.~ If you live in the U.S., address your letters to:

Mr. Moshe Arad

Ambassador of Israel

3514 International Drive M
Washington, DC 20008

If you live outside the U.S., address your letters to:

Mr. Shimon Peres

Minister of Foreign Affdirs
Hakirya Romema

Jerusalem, Israel

2. A simple note placed in an envelope, or written on a postcard or aerogramme,
saying: ' '

MASSARWA MUST GO

will suffice because the Israel Embassy and Foreign Ministry are well aware of
this campaign. You needn't even sign it. Israel will know from the different
postmarks and handwritings that this campaign is massive. However, you may
write a letter as detailed as you wish. Hopefully, Israel will respond to some
of these letters, '

3. Send one letter to the Israeli government every week. (Mail one letter every
Monday morning; that's an easy routine to remember.) Our purpose is to flood
Israel with mail.

Israeli officials have boasted that no one cares about the appointment of an
Arab to a diplomatic post. If they receive just one letter a day, Israel will
no longer be able to say no one cares. If they receive a flood of mail, they
will, at least privately, acknowledge their mistake. One letter per person per
week, consisting of just 3 words, will be a mighty powerful message.

4, Photocopy these papers and distribute them to friends and relatives the world
over, Ask them to help us by writing letters weekly, and by passing this on to
their friends and relatives, together with a personal note asking them to write.
Rsk your local rabbi to announce the campaign from his pulpit and include it in
your synagogue bulletin. Ask your local newspaper to carry the story,

5. We would appreciate hearing from you to learn of your successes and to assist
with any problems. Just drep us a note or call:

Massarwa Must Go
P. 0. Box 29614
Atlanta, GA 30329
404-952-3304



For Immediate Release January 1, 1988

"MASSARWA MUST GO", SAY ATLANTA JEBWS

Atlanta - Opposition is growing against the appointment of Muhamed Massarwa,
an Arab, as Israel's Consul General to Atlanta. Since taking his post in
September, he has upset Jews with his inability to feel the history,.
religious, and cultural aspects of the people Israel.

Massarwa says he doesn't perceive Israel as a Jewish state, and sometimes
refers to it as "Palestine-Israel®.,

He hopes that the words of Israel's national anthem, "Hatikva“, will be
changed to reflect the existence of an Arab population within Israel and
that symbols such as the Jewish star and the menorah will be counterbalanced
by Arab symbols.

Massarwa is frequently invited to Jewish affairs because of Israel's
connection to Judaism. Yet, his 1ips do not move when Hatikva is sung.

Unlike his predecessor, who used every opportunity to preach Aliya (Jewish

emigration to Israel), Massarwa claims promoting Aliyah is not the function

gf the Israeli consulate. He does not give the impression of being a
ionist.

“We are asking Jews all over the U.S. to inundate the Israel Embassy in
Washington with mail denouncing the appointment of a non-Jew to represent
Israel," says Jay Starkman, spokesman for the "Massarwa Must Go" campaign, -
Jews outside the U.S. will write to the Foreign Ministry in Jerusalem.

“Mr. Massarwa may be loyal to the political entity of Israel, and he would
be well qualified," says Starkman, "if Israel were a meliting pot, an
ordinary country. But Israel is a unique phenomenon -- a culmination of
millenia of Jewish praying for a return to the Promised Land, as reflected
in Israel's Law of Return, which applies only to Jews, As such, the
appointment of a non-Jew to represent Israel is wholly misplaced.”

As an example, Starkman cites the recent Arab rioting in Israel., He notes
that it was the Jewish consul, Arthur Koll, who issued an Israeli government
statement on the matter. On a practical level, Massarwa has been placed in
an ambivalent and ultimately intolerable situation. The Israeli government
must acknowledge this.

The group hopes that Israel's Foreign Ministry will recall Massarwa. At a
minimum, the letter writing campaign will make Israel's Foreign Ministry
aware that a non-Jewish consul general is unacceptable to many Jews, and
that makes him an ineffective diplomat.

- The campaign is not a personal attack on Muhamed Massarwa, It bears his
name only because he is the first non-Jew appointed as an Israeli consu!
general.

Those wishing to help in this campaign should write to Massarwa Must Go,
P.0. Box 29614, Atlanta, GA 30329.
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At the recent meeting of the

Atlanta Rabbinical Association,
Consul General Mohamed Mas-
sarwa dialogued with its members.
His opening comments were in
Hebrew. The question and answer
period was in English.

There are two problems, Mas-
sarwa said, which are opposite
sides of the same coin. The first is
Israel's relationship to other Mid-
dle East countries. The second is
the status of Arabcitizens within
the State of Israel. "Should we
(Israel) fail to integrate Arabs
and Jews in Israel, we would
endanger the integration of Israel
into the Middle East,” Massarwa
said.

Massarwa pointed out that the
Arab minority in Israel is unique,
It became a minority as a result
of a historical process: the U.N.

Partition Resolution and Decla-
ration of the State of Israel in
1948. Until then. Palestinian
Arabs were a majority in Pales-
tine. As of 1948. those who lived
within the Green Line. the pre-
1967 borders of Isracl, became a
minority in their native land.
While Arabs are a minority within
Israel, they perceive themselves
to be the Arab majority in the
Middle East.

“lIsraeli Law grants Arabs equal
rights. Israeli Arabs (certainly in
his own village) look to compare
themselves with their Israeli
neighbors more so than with
Arabs in other nations. Arab
citizens live. They pay taxes, and
then they are entitled to all the
rights of citizenship.

“lsrael.” Massarwa affirmed.
“is my country. I do not perceive

it as a Jewish state.

=Situations have changed within
the past two decades.” he said.
“There is a movement toward
peace with Israel within the Arab

world. The peace treaty with Egypt

is but the first step. Within Israel
there is an acceptance of the

rights of the Palestinians. Golda

Meir's famous statement some

years ago when asked about the
Palestinians said. "Who are the

Palestinians” No responsible Is-
raeli leader would ask thistoday.”

He was asked how he psycho-
logically handleslivingas an Arab
citizen in a country in which the
national anthem is “Hatikva."
with its statements of Jewish
hopes and aspirations. and has
onits flag a Jewish star. asvmbol
of the Jewish People. He answered
that he hopes that the day will
come when the words of “Hatikva™
will be changed to reflect the
existence of a loyal Arab popula-
tion within Israel. and that sym-
bols such as the Jewish star and

. the menorah will be counter-

balanced by Arabs in both as
well.
The consensus with the Aiianta

Rabbinical Association members.

was that the appointment of
Massarwa as consul generalis an
effective rebuttal of the infamous
U.N. resolution that Zionism is
racism.
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New Israeli consul
has rare perspective

By Michoel Widlanski
Journai-Constitution Correspondent
KAFR KANA, Israel — Mo-
Khalid Masarwa, whose
appointment as consul geseral in
Atlanta makes him the f{irst Arab

" designated to head an Israeli dip-

lomatic mission, is not quite a
member of the Israeli establish-
ment, but he.is no stranger to the
corridors of power either.

The lawyer was twice elected
chairman of the Local Comacil in

- Kafr Kana and is director of Wadi

Ara Planning Commissior, respon-
gible for zoning and building per-
mits for lW.ODﬂArahslivingln 14
Galilean villages and the city of

- Um Al-Fahem. It is the largest

planning commission serving Isra-
el’s 700,000 Arab citizens.
Masarwa, 44, a Moslem whose
family emigrated from Egypt in
the 19th century, will bring uncon-

ventional views on Palestimian

self-determination to his diplomat-
ic posting as consul general in
Atlanta.

“] believe that Palestine-Israel
is the homeland of two nations
and that both have the right to
live there as they see fit” Ma-
sarwa said in an interview with
the Israeli weekly, Koteret Rashid.

“Since the Jews have attained
political fulfillment,” he continued,
“the time has come to grant the
Falestiniaus tb:z right to fulfil
themselves in a portion of the land
where they can live in a construc-
tive way and in peace.”

Masarwa, a father of three,
holds a law degree from Hebrew
University in Jerusalem, where he

led the Arab student organization

for three years. Fluent in both He-
brew and Arabic, Masarwa is
brushing up on his English before
taking up his Atlanta post some-
time this summer.

In his law office, Masarwa’s
secretary .answers the phone in
Hebrew, but at his home in Kafr
Kana the phone is answered in Ar-
abic. Masarwa finds po difficulty
balancing his .dual heritage as an
Arab.and as an Israeli.

“I am an Arab, part of the
Arab nation and the Palestinian
people, and an Israeli citizen by
choice.” he said.

“Even if 1 were offered the

chance to live in an Arab coumntry,
I wouldn’t give up my Israeli citi-
despite the problems.” be
added “It's my bomeland It's a
Partner for equality and peace.
t's a democratic snclety with
many partners for peace.”
Masarwa, who supported the
Israeli Labor Party in the 1977
and 1981 elections, was-the No. 6
candidate on Ezer Weizman's Ya-
had Party in 1984 i

: elections and failed to win a seat.

When Weizman's party ed
with the Labor Party a merfiw
months ago, Masarwa was desig-
illitmoffw the 61st place on Labor's

parliamen candidates.
This means that I?gf would have
to m an absolute majority of Is-

s 120-member Parliament in
‘a fnm election for Masarwa to
gain a seat.

Masarwa has advocated a
form of compulsory national ser-
vice for lsraeli Arabs who, except

for Bedouin and Druse, are ex-

empt from military conscription.
Masarwa said this proposal was
meant to silence Jewish critics
who claim that Arabs are not enti-
tled to full citizenship rights since
they do not serve in the army.

But recently Masarwa modi-
fied his views, commenting that
the Jewish establishment must
make a simuitaneous commitment
to spur. economic and educational
deveiopraent in israel’s negiected
Arab community.

Masarwa said he is looking
forward to his posting in Atlamta
and sees ne difficulty in partici-
pating in social functions with the
Jewish community in the area.
“There are social functions and
political functions in the job,” he
said’ “In the social functions, tra-
ditional Moslem tolerance will al-
low me to maintain ties.

“] see it as a mission not only
in the formal sense but in the
larger sense. I see myself as a
representative of the Israeli peo-
ple, Arabs and Jews, and my io-
tention is to spur a correct and
deep dialogue with the Jewish and
Arab communities in the United
States. [ see this as a break-
through for Arab intellectvals in
Israel, for Arab intellectnals to be
full partners in  Israeli

Ainstitutions.”

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15. 1987 ...
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A Comprehensive Educatioqal Programme
on Arab-Jewish and Arab-Israeli Relations
A Provisional Report for the years 1983-1985.

Three difficult problems

The programme we describe in this report deals with three

interrelated issues, which are difficult to resolve:

* First are the difficult and complex relations between Jews and
Arabs within Israel and between Israel and her Arab neighbours.

% Second are the attitudes of the Israeli public, and of the young
generatibn in particular, towards this reality;

* And the third is the question whether and how we should cope with
these two problems in our schools. To this last question we
shall devote the greater part of our report, but we begin with a

brief outline of the first two issues.

Israel and the Arabs: _From Polarization to Pluralist Relations

Prior to the establishment of Israel and during its first
generation, the relations between Arabs and Jews were characterized by
the single keyword ‘conflict' (Arab-Jewish conflict until 1948, and
thereafter also Arab-Israeli conflict). At the time of the British
Mandate relations between Jews and Arabs did not consist only of
conflict. However, during the first two decades of the State, many
Israelis gradually came to perceive conflict as the sole relationship
between the two people. By the mid-sixties, the relation between
Israel and her neighbours could be regarded as one of almost complete
polarization: closed borders without any mutual contacts between the
people, an all-Arab consensus on the impossibility of accepting the.
existence of Israel, and agreement, at least verbal, that the Jewish
- State should one day be destroyed.

Now, in the mid-eighties, reality is no longer as polarized as it
was two decades ago. Since the Six-Day-War, and more so since the

Yom-Kippur-War, processes of change are taking place and the phrase



"the Arab-Israeli conflict" no longer describes these relations
adequately as it did twenty years ago.

At the present time we can distinguish between at least four
types of relations:
1) Peaceful relations. Since 1979 there is peace between Israel and

Egypt. True, this is a peace encumbered with problems, and both
parties have harsh coﬁplaints about its course: Israel criticizes the
pavcity of common endeavour within the peace framework, while Egypt is
sharply critical of what it perceives as Israel exploiting peace for
unilateral activities in the Administered Territories and for waging
war in Lebanon. Nevertheless, the two basic elements of peace endure -
there are direct contacts between the parties, including direct talks
on controversial matters, and arrangement in Sinai for the prevention
of preparations for war are respected. Over one hundred thousand
Israelis have visited Egypt, though the number of Egyptians who
visited Israel is negligible. One can say about the relations between
the two countries thét, despite the serious problems as yet
unresolved, peace serves long-term national interests of both Egypt
and Israel.

2) Relations which are neither peace nor war. With a number of Arab

States, Israel has relations half way between peace and war.

* Morocco. This country helped establish the preliminary contacts
between Israel and Egypt, before Sadat's visit to Jerusalem.
Public personalities from Israel havé visited Morocco openly.
Israeli tourist offices openly advertise trips to Morocco.

* Jordan. Direct talks between Israeli leaders and King Hussein
| havé taken place for some twenty years. Since June 1967 the.
bridges between the two countries are open to the movement of
Arab people and of commerce. According to some estimates several
hundred million dollars' worth of exports from Israel pass

through the bridges every year. Since 1970 Jordan also takes



good care to keep the border quiet and to prevent terrorist raids

across it.

Lebanon. Israel maintains direct contacts with Christians,

Shi'ites and Druze across the frontier, to assure common

interests.
Other countries, such as Tunisia, Sudan and Oman have on several

occasions expressed openly their support of the political process

as sponsored by Egypt.

3) Mutual relations with Arabs in Israel-controlled areas.

S

650,000 Arabs are Israeli citizens, on the legal basis of civic

equality. According to Israeli security authorities, 99.9% of
this population, have never done anything harmful to the State
and its security. True, the mutual relations between the Arab
minority and the Jewish majority are encumbered by several
serious problems. But most of these problems can be dealt with
through the democratic processes of Israel. It is certain that
since abolition in 1966 of Military Government over Israel's
Arabs they changed from being passive citizens, resigned to their
fate, into active citizens who increasingly realize their civic
rights and struggle daily for their fullfilment.

One and a quarter million of Arabs in the Territories live under

Military Government since 1967. Most of them are certainly not
happy with this situation. However, since 1967, complex mutual
relations have developed between this population and Israel, in
contrast to the complete absence of any relations during the
nineteen previous years. 70,000 Arabs from the Territories are
working in Israel. Extensive relations exist also in the spheres
of commerce, tourism, health and education. No matter what a
future political solutions may be, a return to the total

separation that prevailed before 1967 is hard to imagine,



4) Conflict relations. A state of acute conflict still endures

between Israel and a number of Arab countries, among which Syria, Iraq
and Libya are outstanding. The same applies to relations between the
PLO and Israel. '

What are the new elements of the present situation, as compared
with that which existed twenty years ago?
- First, the very change from unrelenting conflict to a plurality of
relations (peaceful relations, civic relations, intermediate relations
between war and peace, conflict relations); a change that requires us

to differentiate among different Arab countries, as well as among

different Arab groups, according to their sgpecific interests and
attitudes towards Israel (Whereas in the past there was no need for
such differentiation, when we grouped them all under the sole heading
"conflict - enemies").

- Secondly, the complexity of the present situation. This is no

longer a reality that can be perceived in terms of a single dimension
of conflict.
- And thirdly, the ambiguity of this situation: What we knew twenty

years ago was the singular certainty that we were in conflict with all
our neighbours. In the present situation we are neither at peace with
all our neighbours, nor in total conflict with all of them. The
complexity and the changing relations, both contribute to the element
of uncertainty.

From a psychological point of view coping with the reality of the
mid-eighties requires an ability to grasp'more.complex situations, as
well as a capacity to deal with ambiguous conditions, fraught with
uncertainty. When we meet an Arab whom we do not know - he may be an
Israeli citizen who speaks Hebrew and is law-abiding, or a Palestinian:
living under Military Government and feeling nationally frustrated, or
an Egyptian with whose country we are at peace, or a Syfian who is at
war with us, or a ‘member of a Palestinian organization intent on
murdering Israeli citizens. Is it, then, surprising that many

Israelis find it hard to come to terms with this situation?



Israeli public opinion and the reality of Arab-Israeli relations
Probably a considerable number of Israelis still lag twenty years

behind, in their perception of Arab-Israeli relations. They perceive
the present in terms that held true twenty years ago, but which today
are no longer fully adequate. Their view of reality is still
polarized, a black-and-white perception of total conflict with all
Arabs whoever they may be, believing all Arabs to be implacable
enemies, dangerous and totally untrustworthy. The peace with Egypt is
regarded as not being a true peace. The Arab citizens of Israel are
regarded as threat to the security of the State. The peace with
Egypt is described as a false peace. The key figure in relating to
the Arabs is the terrorist who out of nationalistic motives murders
Jews indiscriminately - a boy kidnapped outside his home, couples
visiting nature reserves, soldiers hitch hiking.

What many Israelis have experienced is the reverse of the what
could be expected. The peace with Egypt, the development of informal
relations with several Arab countries, and the common citizenship with
| the Israeli Arabs, instead of strengthening the sense of movement
towards a less painful relationship, have in recent intensified years
the patterns of fear, anxiety, hatred and distrust of Arabs generally.
A somewhat paradoxical situation has evolved: people cling intensely
to perceptions of total qonflict and total polarization, as these
organize for them a world of which they are certain. A world in which
one knows that all Arabs are enemies is a world one knows with
complete certainty; hence a world with which one feels one can cope.
As against this, a world in which there might be some Arabs who are
not hostile, while there are also Arabs who murder Jews, is an
ambiguous world, and many find it difficult to cope with such
uncertainty.

These attitudes find their expression also among young people and
in the class. Among & considerable number of young people the
prevailing ideas about the Arabs focus in a number of negative

stereotypes. Any educator entering a class in recent -years and asking



pupils what are the first words coming to their minds in association
with the word "Arab," generally receives answers such as "dirty",
"stinking", "primitive", "enemy", “viblent“, "terrorist",
"untrustworthy". Only rarely will a pupil say: "An Arab is also a
human being."

These negative attitudes among the young (but also among adults)
find their strongest expression with regard to the Arabs who 1live
under Israeli rule. All pupiis now in school were born sihce 1967,
They do not know what is the "Green Line", dividing Israel from the
Territories, and for them there is no difference .5etween an Arab
living in Haifa and one who lives in Nablus. Most of them simply are
not aware of the differences in status and in identity between Arab
citizens of Israel and Arabs 1living in the Territories under the
Military Administration of Israel. Neither do they know that one of
the basic principles of the State is civic equality. They often react
with surprise and rejection, when they learn that the Israeli Arabs
are citizens with equal rights. _

Three principal anxieties trouble young Jews in Israel in regard
to Arabs. First, there is the existential fear of Arabs as murderers.

Since in recent years most of the victims of terrorist attacks were
young Israelis, young people regard themselves as potential victims to
such attacks. Many therefore project the image of murderers upon all
Arabs. Secondly, many are concerned about the demographic balance -
that the Arabs, because of their higher birth rate, may eventually
become the majority. And thirdly, mainly among religious youth, there
is the - rather astonishing - fear of assimilation (of the majority
inside the minortiy!) through mixed marriages.

These negative attitudes - stereotypes locked on fears - lead to
a search for simplistic, one-dimensional solutions, which will put an
end to the problem, once and for all. This is expressed in a range of
extremist attitudes, the more "moderate" among which question the need
to maintain the equal rights of the Arab citizens of Israel, whilst

the more extreme ones favour Meir Kahana's proposal to expel all Arabs



from Israeli territory. How many young people are hold such views? In
our estimate about one half of all young people, and perhaps more.
This estimate is confirmed by two surveys carried out by the Dahaf
Institute for the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute (VLJI). The survey on
"Attitudes of Adolescents to Democratic Values.".in.September 1984,
revealed that only some 40% of all young people are in favour of equal
rights for the Arab citizens of the State. The survey on "Political
Views of Adolescents," in May 1985, revealed that 11% would vote for
Kahana, whilst _422 support his views. In other words: Kahana's
approach had a considerable support even among young people who
intended to vote for other lists.

These, in broad outline are, the two difficult issues that bring
us to the heart of the subject with which we are concerned: the

educational problem.

Why did the educational system not deal with this issue for thirty

years?
' For over thirty years the educational system refrained from

dealing comprehensively with the question: should we include in the
educational process elements concerning Arab-Jewish ' relations in
Israel and relations between Israel and her nighbours? References to
these subjects were randomly scattered in some textbooks. But what
characterized the educational process as a whole was that in twelve
years of schooling - or fourteen, if we add the kindergarten years -
these subjects were not part of the educational programmes.

There certainly were some teachers who, at their own initiative,
raised in the class questions which concerend the Arab minority in
Israel and Israeli-Arab relations. In 1979 a textbook entitled "The
Arab-Israeli Conflict" was introduced in some secondary schools, as an
optional subject for studies in civics towards the matriculation
examination. However, the greater part of the system remained

indifferent to Arab-Jewish relations.



It is difficult to answer the question why the educational system
had never examined the question comprehensively prior to the early
eighties. This may be partly explained by the fact that for most of
this period - or at least until the mid-seventies - we still lived in '
almost total conflict with our neighbours. We have already mentioned
that total conflict is easier to comprehend than the complex and
ambiguous situation in which we live today. Since the view prevailing
in past decades was relatively simple and uncomplex, there was perhaps
little to teach: it was an almost generally accepted view that all
Arabs were enemies who wanted to destroy us. Possibly it seemed that
there was little to be taught. -

Teaching becomes necessary when a certain differentiation must be
acquired. When all Arabs - or their overwhelming majority - are
perceived as enemies, there is no need for any differentiation. There
might, however, be a need for indoctrinationa: education of the young
to understand the aims of the Zionist endeavour, why we established a
State, how the conflict between the two peoples arose, and how it was
conducted. At certain periods, and mainly after the Yom-Kippur-War,
anxiety was expressed that the young generation might lose its Zionist
faith and that it was ignorant of the history of the conflict. This
was the reason for the establishment, in those years, of Institutes
for Zionist Education, which were to clarify Jewish and Zionist values
in secondary school classes, and for the preparation of the textbook
on "the Israeli-Arab Conflict". Today we may doubt whether at that
time the belief of young people in "our right to the land" had indeed

weakened, and whether the anxieties about youth attitudes on that
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issue were not somewhat exaggerated.* Be that as it may, Zionist
education strengthened the belief in our right.

As for the study of the history of sixty years of the conflict
(1917-1977), it encouraged the conviction that the Jewish side had
always been prepared to negotiate a compromise with the Arabs, who
rejected all proposals, whether suggested by other states and
international organizations or. directly by the Zionist organizations
_and later by Israel. As the Arab side persisted in its refusal to
negotiate with Israel and to accept its existence, both educational
elements - the Zionist one and the conflict one - complemented each
other to a considerable degree.

During the past decade new questions arose on two levels: ﬁn the
external one - as a result of the development of mutual relations
‘between Israel and some of her nighbours, and especially since the
Peace Treaty with Egypt; and on the internal one - as the Arabs in
Israel emerged from the largly passive role they had occupied, during
the first two decades of Israel, and started to struggle for their
civic rights, a struggle that found its first symbolic expression in
March 1976, with "the Day of the Land." The issue of mutual relations
in a Jewish State, between a Jewish majority and an Arab minority,
gradually became one of the central problems concerning the future
identity of Israel. A Jewish State, based in, accordance with the
Declaration of Independence, on civic equality, is one interpretation
of Jewish identity; whereas a State in which the Jewish citizéns enjoy

In 1974 the Institute for Applied Social Research prepared, at the
request of the Ministry of Education, a comprehensive survey on youth
attitudes. The findings of the survey contained little that could
support anxiety as to the sense of national identification of young
people. However, in retrospect, it apepars strange that the survey
tried to examine in great detail the attitudes of the young people
with regard to aspects of Judaism and Zionism, but no attempt was made
to discover attitudes on the subjects of democratic values and
democratic behaviour.
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superior privileges over a weaker minority - expresses thereby an
entirely different sort of Judaism.

An Initiative for a Comprehensive Programme
In the years 1977-1980 the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute conducted

a project concerning the Jewish identity of Israel. One of our
principal conclusions was that the relationship between the Jewish
majority and the Arab minority was one of the three of four critical
issues for the future identity of Israel. The Institute began its
involvement with this issue in 1980, when we held a conference under
the heading "Every Sixth Israeli - the relations between the Jewish
majority and the Arab minority in Israel." A year later, a book was
published under this title. At the same time we commissioned the
Dahaf Public Opnion institute, under the direction of Mrs. Mina
Tsemach, to prepare a survey on attitudes of the Jewish majority
towards the Arab minority.- The survey (1980) revealed that the Jewish
public was divided into three groups: the moderates, whose attitude
to the Arab citizens of Israel was principally egalitarian - they
constituted about 15%; the extremists whose attitude to the Arabs in
Israel was principally racist and intolerant - these likewise made up
some 15%; and between these two, a group constituting approximately
70%, who can be called ambivalent: those having mixed stereotypes of
the Arabs - both positive and negative - and whose views were also
inconsistent; on the one hand they were in favour of equal rights for
minorities all over the world, and on the other they wére afraid of
and even antagonistic to the application of this principle to the Arab
minority in Israel. This division into three groups was to appear
again in later surveys, in which the proportions of the groups would
be changing; but the third group always remained the largest.

In 1981 the VLJI initiated discussions on the educational
dimension of Arab-Jewish relations. A number of institutions were
already active in this sphere - amohg these Gifat Haviva, the School

for Peace at Neve Shalom, Beith Hagefen in Haifa and the Interns of
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Peace. All these organizations were mainly involved in organizing
meetings between Jewish and Arab pupils, as a principal educational
effort. Each of these meetings lasted from one to three days, and it
seems to have been the main educational activity on Jewish-Arab
relations at that time. The number of Jewish and Arab participants in
these meetings was probably no more than two thousand annually - out
of over one million pupils in the eudcational system in Israel. (Even
today the number of participants in such meetings is not significantly
larger). In contrast to these small islands of well meaning activity,
resulting from local initiatives, the Ministry of Education itself had
no programme of its own on how to cope with this crucial pfoblem. The
textbook on "The Arab-Israeli Conflict," which was introduced into

some secondary schools in 1979 became outdated as a result of the

establishment of peace with Egypt., In any case, it probably never .

reached more than one quarter of all secondary school pupils. Although
the subject "Relations between the majority and the minority in
Israel™ did appear on the list of scheduled programmes in civics,
which the Curricula Department iﬁtended to develop, it had been
shelved for several years.

The question we discussed with officials at the Ministry of
Education, at that time, was as follows. An Israeli pupil was likely
to study for twelve years, without de?oting a single hour to the issue
of relations between the majority and the minority in Israel and
between Israel and her Arab neighbour. If a subject was not taught,
this possibly implied that it was unimportant, or that it could be
ignored. Was this the Ministry's intention?

_ At the end of 1981, the Chairman of the Pedagogic Council, Mr.
David Pour, appointed a Commission of about a dozen members, Jews and
Arabs, most of whom were officials of the Ministry and others
representing several bodies, including the VLJI. The Commission was
headed by the Deputy Director General, Mr. Arie Shoval. The Commission
held its sessions for more than one year. In the summer of 1983 it

presented to the Pedagogic Council a Report, which the Council
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endorsed in September 1983, subsequently publishing it as Guidelines
on Education for Coexistence.

On February 1, 1984 the Director General of the Ministry of
Education, Mr. Eliezer Shmueli, issued a Circular on Education for
Coexistence, summarizing the guidelines published by the. Shoval
Committee. Concurrently to these activities, the Director General of
the Ministry of Education requested the Van Leer Jerusalem Institute,
to accept the task of helping the Ministry implement the programme.
Since 1983, in coordination with the Ministry of Education, the VLIJ
has become the centre of a whole range of educational activities,

aiming gradually to implement the guidelines of the programme.

The Guidelines fof the Comprehensive Programme

The first qﬁestion is: ‘Why should it be necessary to educate on

these issues? The answer is that this is above all an existential

need. Arabs will always be part of Israeli society, and our
neighbours'across the borders will always be Arabs. In popular terms:
this is the neighborhood, in the world, in which we live, and these
are our neighbours. Hence, it is inconceivable that a young
generation will grow up who are almost completely ignorant about their
neighbours. A generation growing up in ignorance will act towards
their Arab neighbours on the basis of prejudices only, thereby
compounding the difficulties of an already complex reality. Hence the
need for an education seeking to provide the next generation with
essential concepts that will enable them to cope better with a reality
of which they are part.

The next question is: What will be the aims of education in these

fields? The Guidelines outlined three basic directions:

* To educate for relations between Jews and Arabs in Israel on the
basis of civic equality. We regard equal rights for all citizens as
one of the deep values of Israel since its establishment. This
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principle is also repeated in the Basic Guidelines of all Israeli
Governments in the past decade, including the Likud Governments and
present the Government of National Unity. We consider this principle
as one on which there exist an almost complete parliamentary
consensus.* This essential principle of democracy converges with the

ancient Jewish code of one law for all - the Jew and the non-Jew.

* To educate on how to live in Israel as a multicultural society, in

which no culture is superior or inferior. This aim extends farther
than Arab-Jewish relations alone, Among Jews as well as among Arabs,
there exist several cultures. In a world constantly becoming smaller,
the intercultural encounter is becoming an 1ntegfa1 part of everyday
life. People from different urban and rural communities, orthodox and
secular, of different faiths, and of different nationalities, are
daily coming into contact with one another with increasing frequency.
Clearly, one of the skills which future generations must develop is
that of dialogue with members of other cultures, on a basis of mutual
respect.

Of course, there is an implicit difficulty in this proposition of
mutual respect among cultures. Most cultures were originally
ethnocentric, believing in their own cultural supremacy in the world,
and looking down upon other cultures as being inferior, barbarian,
primitive or simply "goyim". Almost to this day, peoples of most
cultures believes that they are "a Chosen People" and that all other
people are somewhat less civilized. The fact that we Jews have
appropriated this title explicitly for ourselves does not diminish the

Except for Kahana's "Kach" movement, whose aim is to expel the
Arabs from Israel and to a certain extent also the Tehiya Movement,
which would grant equal rights to the Arabs, on condition that they
serve in the army.
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intensity of the self-regard of other peoples, who for centuries have
- firmly believed that they and nobody else are the world centre of
civilization. Education to live in a multicultural society - and in a
multicultural world - must therefore cope with tensions between the
ethnocentric view — which is common to most cultures — and the need to
develop a new respect for other cultures as they are.

* To educate on relations between Israel and her Arab neighbours as a

pluralistic experience and not one confined only to conflict. The
Ministry of Education has proposed that the term "the Arab-Israeli
conflict" should be replaced as a central subject of study by the term

"the relations between Israel and her neighbours" or "Arab Israeli
relations.” The term "conflict" indicates a single content for all
relations between Israel and the Arabs. On the other hand, the term
"relations" comprises all the possibilities - from relations of peace
and civic equality to conflict and war, together with a dynamic
perception of possible change from one situation into another.

Each of the three principal goals is difficult enough to attain
by itself. They are, of course, interrelated. One cannot deal with
mutual relations between Jews and Arabs in Israel separately from the
relations between Israel and her neighbours. And it is impossible to
educate for civic equality and pluralistic relations with neighbouring
socleties, without complementing it with mutual respect between

cultures.
How, then, can we achieve three particularly difficult aims, on

the road to which we have to cope with a complex reality, as well as
with prejudices and deep anxieties? Such goals cannot be reached
.through a single programme. Therefore the Guidelines specify that
education in these subjects must become an integral part of the
process of education, from kindergarten to university.

At each of these stages, at the pre-school age, in the elementary
school and at the intermediate and secondary levels, the pupil should

encounter elements relevant to the three goals. This will be
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implemented by weaving the three subjects into different fields of
study, such as conversations of the kindergarten teacher with the
children and stories she will read to them; in elementary schools
geography lessons on neighbouring Arab and Jewish commﬁnities;
multicultural themes in the intermediate studies; in secondary schools
'programmes in civics - on the relations between the Jewish majority
and the Arab minority and on the relations between Israel and her Arab
neighbours. '

During the first two years of activities of the Van Leer

Institute in this field, we have advanced in four main areas:

* The first is the gradual development of a curricula, with the
intent of eventually achieving a continuity of programmes to be
integrated into the educational process, from kindergarten to

university.

¥ The second is the development of frameworks of teacher training in

" this new educational field.

* The third is the preparation of a TV Series designed for the whole

family, on mutual relations between Jews and Arabs in Israel.

* And the fourth is the encouragement of writers of children's
literature to write stories and books relating to our three principal

themes,
From the very beginning we assumed that, as is true for every

comprehensive programme in education, this one too would require
several years to be completed. The optimists said five years, the
pessimists - at least eight. We are therefore still at an early
stage, the road, and a considerable part of our work still consists of
learning and re-learning as we progress. What, then, have we
achieved, and what do we still have to attain, after two years' work?

And what are the major problems we still encounter?
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Curricular Programmes

Secondary education. 1In this field we have progressed farther

than on the other levels. These are the programmes we have developed

so far:
— The Arab citizens of Israel. This is an optional programme for the

matriculation examinations in civics, developed by the VLJI in
cooperation with the Curricula Department in the Ministry of
Education. Its main concerns are: becoming acquainted with Arab
society in Israel and learning to cope with the principal dilemmas of
the relatidnship between Arabs and Jews. The programme was
experimentaliy introduced into schools fof the first time in 1982,
accompanied by an evaluation process, resulting in a revised edition
published in 1984,

- "At a Crossroads". This is a programme of informal education

(sessions with the class teacher, group discussions), parallel to "The
Arab citizens of Israel". The programme was prepared by the Institute
for Coexistence together with the VLJI, Its advantages are that it
comprises a great number of modular activities which a teacher can

“apply in a flexible way. This programme is in its first year, still
at the experimental phase.

- Israel and her neighbours. This is an experimental edition,
prepared by the VLJI, of a Reader, which will be introduced into a
number of schools during 1986. The subject is Arab-Israeli relations

as a pluralistic experience. The Reader consists of chapters dealing
with the following issues: the Middle East as a regional system,
Israel and Egypt, Israel and Jordan, Israel and the Palestinians,
Israel and Syria, Israel and Lebanon. Each chapter refers to the
historical, strategic, political and economic dimensions. The
complexity of the programme poses a certain challenge to the teacher,
and at the time of writing we still await the results of the

experiment,
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- "A place on the earth". This is a Reader of Hebrew translations of

stories by Egyptian, Palestinian, Lebanese, and other Arab authors.
The Reader was prepared by the VLJI, and the selection of the stories
was made jointy with the Curricula Department of the Ministry of
Education. The Reader is intended to serve as a experiential tool for
understanding different cultures of Arab societies, apart from the
dimension of conflict with Israel (of which the pupils are anyway
aware). The stories in the Reader are on subjects such as: family
life, the status of women, tensions between town and village, the role
of religion, tradition and modernity. This Reader too will be
introduced experimentally into school's in 1986.

- "The educational encounter". This guide, published by the VLJI

together with the School for Peace at Neve Shalom, deals with the
educational process involved in the organization of meetings between
Arab and Jewish pupils. The process has three stages: the
preparation of the class before the meeting, the structure of the
meeting itself (which starts with personal acquaintance and eventually
moves to discussion of political issues), and follow-up activities,
after the meeting., This is the only publication in Israel, which
deals with the didactics of such meetings. As far as we know, most
institutions in the counfry, which hold such meetings, make use of
it.

- !"Beloved is the man created in the image of God". This programme

was developed by the "B'enei Akiva" religious youth movement, together
with the Department for Religious Studies at the Ministry of
Education. It is concerned with the attitude of Judaism towards
minority groups.

The Intermediate Level. For this level there exists so far only one

experimental programme, called "Neighbours," prepared by Interfaith
Committee in Jerusalem. The programme, prepared in concert with the
Curricula Department, is being tried out in a number of schools. It

consists of teaching modules which can be applied singly and jointly.



& 19 =

Elementary Education. At this stage only two programmes are being

developed:
- A collection of Hebrew stories on relations between Arabs and

Jews. The intention is for the stories to provide the pupils with an
experiental eiement, which will facilitate discussion of ideas and
feelings associated with the stories. The programme was developed
jointly by the VLJI and the Curricula Department.

-~ Acquaintance with neighbouring communities (geography programme).

The programme seeks to promote mutual acquaintance between Jewish and
Arab neighbouring communities. A model of this programme is being
developed experimentally in the Western Galilee, by a team of Jewish
and Arab educators. This is a joint programme of the VLJI and the
Curricula Department. '

The brochure "What answers?" In addition to the teaching programmes,
the VLJI prepared an 80-page brocﬁure providing teachers with answers

to questions on Arab-Jewish relations which often recur in classes. We
received more than one hundred replies and comments from schools and
teachers, to the experimental edition of the pamphlet. These helped us
produce the present edition, to which we gave a wide distribution
throughout the educational system. The booklet deals with problems
such as: What should be our attitude to the Arabs? 1Is Israel capable
of defending herself? Is the peace with Egypt genuine? Facts about
the Arabs in Israel; how should we react to the recent wave of
terrorist violence? This booklet is not a teaching programme., The
need for it arises from a situation, in which many teachers face such
questions in class unexpectedly, without prior preparation,

What have we not yet achieved in the field of curricula?

- We are still far from completing the continuity of curricula

from kindergarten to university. To achieve this we shall require at
least another two to three more years. '

- In particular we should mention gaps in the following areas:

* As yet we lack materials for kindefgarten, elementary and

intermediate levels.
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The religious school system is still reluctant to accept the
new curricula and to adapt them to its special requirements,
Progress in the preparation of parallel curricula in Arabic,
for use in Israeli Arab schools, is still very slow. Probably
only in 1986 shall we complete the first experimental
programme in civics, on Arab-Jewish relations. The programme
is at present being prepared at the Arab-Jewish Centre at
Haifa University, in cooperation with the VLJI and the
Curricula Department.

We have not yet developed curricula for special pupil
populafions, whom we define as being more resistant to our
subject than the Israeli average. We are only making our
first steps in this area.

Beyond the specific programmes already developed and which
will eventually developed, we face yet another problem: By
which method should the subject of Jewish-Arab relations be
incorporated into existing curricula - such as the study of

Judaism, history and geography.

Teacher Training

Before they enter the classroom, a considerable effort must be

invested in the preparation of teachers for education in these

themes.

We can distinguish between three groups of teachers:

%

A minority (compfising of several thousands) who express
motivation to <cope with these subjects, especially in
respnonse to the growth of support for Meir Kahana's views
amongst pupils;

A group which probably constitutes the majority of teachers
(comprising of several tens of thousand) who are ambivalent
about this subject and therefore reluctant to face this

difficult problem in class;
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% And a third group of teachers (to which also thousands belong)
who oppose the introduction of the subject into school,.and
who express, in the teachers' common rooms and even in front
of the pupils, their support of racist attitudes apprqaching,

or even identical with those of Kahana's Kach movement.

So far, most of the teacher training has been involved the first
group. Most of this effort has been initiated by the Van Leer
Jerusalem Institute and other organizations outside the Ministry of
Education. The initiative of the Ministry itself was quite limited,
and the Teacher Training Department of the Ministry has, at least
during the first two years of the programme, not been particularly
enthusiastic about starting such programmes of its own.

Several frameworks of teacher training have been developed so
far:

- Seminars for becoming acquainted with curricular programmes.

Generally these last one or two days, dedicated to a specific
programme, such as the curriculum "The Arab Citizens of Israel”, in
which about one thousand teachers have participated. It remains still
uncertain how many of these teachers do actually introduce the
curriculum into their classes. We are these days conducting a survey
to clarify this question.
- Annual extension studies for secondary school teachers.

In 1984/85 the School of Education at the University of Tel Aviv held
a course for teachers, who devoted one day each week throughout the
academic year to this subject. Some sixty Jewish and Arab teachers
took part in this programme which provided them with some basic

knowledge and didactic elements on how to cope with Arab-Jewish
relations in school. The programme was successful on two levels.
First, it provided the teachers with information and certain skills.
Secondly, personal and professional cﬁntacts between the Jewish and
Arab teachers to developed and also between their schools. In view of

the success of this model, similar courses have been introduced this



- 2

year in the Schools of Education at the Universities of Jerusalem and
Haifa, in addition to the course in Tel Aviv.

—  Introduction of the Arab-Jewish subject into training

programmes for teachers and school principals.

In the School of Education at Haifa University all student teachers,
Jewish and Arab, are required since 1984/85, to take a course in this
subject each year. The course, of two hours a week, consists mainly
of workshops for the clarification of mutual attitudes and of teaching
methods in class. As from 1985/86, the Haifa School of Education will
include this chapter also in its annual course for school principals
(both Arab and Jewish). A number of teacher colleges have likewise
begun to include the subject in their curricula, among these are the
Yellin College in Jerusalem, the Kibbutzim Seminar in Tel Aviv and the
Oranim College.

- Structured meeting between Jewish and Arab teachers. The VLJI

has accorded a priority to structured meetings between Jewish and Arab
teachers over meetings between Arab and Jewish éiasses. The reason is
that, in view of the cost of such meetings, the investment in
teachers' meetings is more productive than meetings between pupils. In
the summer of 1985 we tried out three structured meetings of Jewish
with Arab teachers. Each meeting was attended by some thirty
teachers, one half of them Jews, the other half Arabs. Each lasted
four consecutive days and was held at a guest house out of town. The
meeting consisted of two parallel processes: one of becoming
acquainted with each other ("Who am I?"), and a process of discussing
together a common professional problems. Each meeting focused on one
such problem: the preparation of a geography curriculum on
neighbouring Jewish and Arab communities, acquiring the "Magic Circle"
method (an ' American method for developing self-expression and
awareness of others); and the teaching of civics. There have been
followup activities for each meeting.

For the majority of their participants these meetings were a new

existential framework, within which Jewish and Arab teachers gathered
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for the first time, on an equal basis, to Ideél with a' common
professional problem, Our preliminary evaluation is that this
intensive process is perhaps the most effective framework for working
with teachers. Through it, in a few days, certain achievements can be
reached in the cognitive and the emotional, while practical results
were derived through followup activity in schools and classrooms. We
plan to hold at least fifteen more such meetings, during 1986,
.. eventually hoping to reach hundreds of teachers each year.

- In-school seminars for teachers. Since 1985 we have been

encouraging schools to form teams of teachers, who meet for intensive
seminars on this subject. A growing number of schools are requesting
this kind of training.

— Courses for youth leaders. Since 1985 the VLJI has been
encouraging youth movements to organize seminars for their youth
leaders on Arab-Jewish relations, helping them with basic knowledge
and didactics in this field. '

What have we not yet achieved in the training of teacher students
and of teachers? The problems we face concern both the scope and the
quality of our activities.

As :egprds scope, despite the evident increase in activities of

several types, probably no more than two or three per cent of all
teachers in Israel have so far participated in any type of training
activity on Arab-Jewish relations.

The broadening and deepening of teacher training depend on the
availability of additional resources and on the Ministry of Education
granting priority to this effort. There are some indications that the
Ministry may indeed move in that direction during 1986.

An even more difficult question concerns the quality, or depth,

of training activities. The measure of success is the extent tq vhich

teachers are subsequently prepared to initiate educational activities
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on this subject in school and class, and the effect of such work among
the pupils, _

The essential difficulty lies in the teachers' own psychological
makeup. In one of the courses, after a lecture on the outlines of
education for coexistence, a senior teacher stood up and asked the
foliowing question: "My family has lived in this country for five
generations. Members of my family have been slaughtered by Arabs in
the twenties and thirties. Relatives of mine were killed in the wars
of the Arabs against Israel. Tell me how, after all this, do I change
myself?” One can respect the candor of this question, but. one may
also wonder whether this is not also a protestation: "After all this
experience, I am not prepared to change my mind."

Even teachers who come to the courses out of an inner conviction,
are also still prone to uncertainties as to how to cope with this
subject in class. Daily reality does not make their task any easier.
Each terrorist activity, conducted against Jews, becomes a kind of
symbol negating the aims of our educational programme, a symbol
' confirming for many that in reality there is nothing but conflict,
violence and the impossibility of developing any trust.

One of the ﬁost difficult question is: how to work with teachers
(and how will they work subsequently with their pupils) on the complex

problem of fears - prejudices - and behavioural values? The question

is still new to all of us, and we have as yet no well tested answers.
At this initial stage is seems to us that where fears are concerned,
we should learn to focus them, rather than leave them projected over
the entire Arab population. As regards prejudices - education should
lead to differentiation, i.e. dismantling of negative stereotypes
through learning to differentiate among different groups and among
different individuals; for instance - between the few individuals who
commit murder and the majority who do not, many of whom are probably
critical of such actions. With regard to values - we expect the

teacher not be neutral, but to represent a system of firm values which
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differentiate  between solutions which are acceptable and

inacceptable.

Another story illustrates this point. At the end of an annual

course on Arab-jewish relations a teacher said: "What I learned
during this year is that the matter is very complicated and that there
are many possible solutions. The only thing I can do is to present my
class with all the possible solutions." Initially, it seems that the
teacher is right; for surely on a deeply controversial political iésue
teaching should not be confined to a single solution. Yet we believe
that the teacher, when discussing with the class alternative
solutions, should examine them in the light of firm values, such as
the principle of civic equality. A teacher who remains value neutral
implictly creates a situation where any solution may appear to be
legitimate.

An Educational Television Series
At the initiative of the VLJI, Educational TV is preparing a

regular series, for families, on relations between Arabs and Jews.

This should be a bi-lingual series, appealing in form and content to
the widest possible public, both Jewish and Arab.

The planning of the series has raised many hard questions. The
principal dilemma is how to produce a programme that aims to attract
the widest possible public (and therefore should be of a popular
character), and yet would implicitly transmit the educational message
regarding differentiation,: dismantling of prejudices, dissipating
fears, and respecting the different person and his culture,

A TV series is important to us for several reasons. Primarily,
because it should reach a wide public. Secondly, because we hope the
series will establish and legitimize an existential framework where
Jews and Arabs meet on an equal basis, become acquainted with each
other, and clarify different life problems (nmot only such as deal with
the relations between the two peoples); a programme in which both
sides treat each other with respect - and humour. Thirdly, the
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series, which we hope will appeal to the entire family, should
reinforce at home what pupils learn in school.

Educational TV is still seeking a successful formula for the
production of the series. If such a formula is found, broadcasting of

the series will probably start sometime during year 1986.

Literature for young people
It is a common experience in education that literature may

substantiate for pupils experiences in a way which purely academic
learning does not usually achieve. This is because literature usually
deals with specific pebple and their individual experiences, whereas
academic writing usually deals with generalizations and abstract
concepts. In the curriculum on "The Arab citizens in Israel" we
included several literary, or quasi-literary pieces. in the form of
personal testimonies, which express the experiences of Israeli Arabs
in personal terms. Even pupils with radical nationalistic attitudes
admitted that on reading those pieces they had become aware of human
dimensions of which they had hitherto been ignorant.

When we sought stories on interaction between Jews and Arabs, for
different age groups, we discovered that most of these had been
written before Israel was established or during its first decade. The
reality with which these stories deal is in many respects quite
different from the present situation. In many of those stories the
Arabs - as well as the Jews - are mostly stereotypes. Such stories
cannot fulfil the eudcational aims which we have set for our
programme. The VLJI seeks, therefore, to encourage Jewish and Arab
authors to write books and stories, for young people, humanizing the
interaction between the two people (even in conflict situations).

The first book written as a result of this initiative is "Nadia"
by Mrs. Galila Ron-Feder, a best selling author of books for
adolescents. The story concerns a fourteen year-old Israeli-Arab girl
wvho attends a Jewish boarding school. Young people and adults (Arab

and Jewish) who have read the book reacted to it in different ways,



- 27 -

ranging from empathy with the girl to criticism of her behaviour in
different circumstances. The book can serve to initiate discussion in
class, and a teacher's guide for that purpose is being developed.

At the initiative of the "Aba Productions Combany," a film based
on the book is being produced. It will probably be ready for showing
early in 1986.- Almost certainly the film can also serve as
educational material in schools. -

Other authors have undertaken to write for different age groups,
from early childhood to adolescence. "During 1986 several more books

and stories in our fields of interest will be published.

The first two years: A summing up and evaluation

A provisional report must be somewhat unsatisfactory. It
outlines the beginnings of a road, without making it possible as yet
to evaluate the results, not even of specific projects. Two years are
too brief a period for a solid assessment. Nevertheless, we shall try
sum up breifly what we consider the principal achievements, as well as
the principal problems, of the Comprehensive Pfogramme as a whole.

The first achievement is that the Miﬁistry of Education has given
official legitimization to the subject, thereby placing it on the
agenda of the educational system, with a rather a high visibility.
The Ministry has recently emphasized - at least on the level of
intentions - that the subject has a high priority (democracy and
coexistence are the central themes for education in 1986). Though
this achievement is on the formal level, without it educational
activities could not have been initiated on such a large scale,
throughout Israel. -

A parallel achievement is  that, together with other
organizations, we have established throughout Israel "islands of'

“initiative," where relevant educational questions are asked, and where
at least partial and provisional answers are given. The questions now

asked throughout the gystem are such that have seldom been raised

until recently.
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A further achievement is that we have given within the framework
of the programme, a priority to educational processes having a
cumulative effect over one time events of limited influence. In the
past there was a tendency, in education, to deal with Arab-Jewish
relations by ritual and fokloristic activities. Today there is a
growing number of educators who understand the complexity of the
subject - the complexity of the differente Jewish and the Arab
experiences - and the immense complexity of the resulting interactions
between the two people.

A core group is emerging of Jewish and Arab teachers, who have
gone through different férmative experiences in these subjects, and
who presumably will be leaders of the comprehensive approach within
the educational system.

A fourth achievement is that within the educational system
existential frameworks are being formed, in which Jewish and Arab
teachers, for the first time, share common experiences on an equal
basis, both personally professionally. There is a good chance for an
- expansion of such activities, This evolving model of mutual relations
between teachers may eventually serve as an example for other
professional groups in Israel as well.

Compared to what existed a few years ago - or rather did not
exist - we have succeeded in establishing a rather wide network of
educational activities. But relatively to the urgency of the problem
within Israeli society and among the young generation in particular,
these achievements are still limited, both as regards their scope and
their depth.

What, then, are the problems we face at the end of the first two
years of the Comprehensive Programme? In this first summing up, we
shall limit ourselves to an outline of several crucial problems, for
vhich we still seek solutions:

The role of the Ministry of Education. By entrusting the Van
Leer Jerusalem Institute with the implementation of the programme, the
Ministry of Education has in effect externalized the responsibility
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for coping with the problem. One can understand the different motives
of the Ministry, with some ©political considerations that were
initially involved, and the hope that a non-government body, with
external sources of funding, would possibly be more flexible in its
activities and achieve a greater momentum than any internal department
of the Ministry, undertaking the same responsibility. _

Nevertheless, it is an abnormal situation, where an outside
organization is entrusted with the responsibility for the
implementation of a programme which the senior direction of the
Ministry acknowledge as hafing a priority. This might imply a certain
ambivalence towards the subject pnl the part at least some of the
senior staff of the Ministfy, and an internal difficulty of changing
priorities in the allocation of funds from the Ministry's own budget.
During the first two years of the programme, the role of the VLJI was
probably useful. But the success of the programme will eventually
depend on whether the Ministry of Education and its departments will
internalize the projects developed by the VLJI, including them within
its own budget, and whether the VLJI will within the next few years be
gradually relieved of this responsibility,

In the past, when other issues were accorded priority - for
instance, the Heritage of Eastern Jewish communities, or Bar Mitzva
Studies - the Ministry knew how to organize itself to attain these
objectives and to earmark for them the necessarj funds. It is true
that during the past few years the Ministry has experienced the
severest budget cuts it has ever known. Even so, sooner or later the
Ministry will have to start the process of taking over the programme,
Negotiations to this effect are currently taking place, and the
initial indications are that the Ministry will probably establish a
budget of its own for the subject and appoint an official to take
charge of the implementation.

The relations with wider issues. The Arab-Jewish question is not

an isolated educational issue. Many of its dimensions connect it with

larger problems, among which the principal ones are:
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How should we educate to respect other persons, even when they

are differerent from ourselves in identity and culture? This

may be one of the central issues in education for democratic

behaviour. In other words: only a person who respects other
people, regardless of differences, can also respect them when
they are Arabs (if he is Jewish) and when they are Jewish if
he is an Arab. _

A parallel question is: How should we cope with the anxieties

of teachers and pupils regarding the Arabs -~ and beyond this,

the distrust among some of them, of Israeli democracy, a
distrust in its capability to defend its citizens.
Or in other words: lack of confidence on the part of adults

and youths in our own ability to defend ourselves).

This problem is associated with the question of Israel's
Jewish identity. How does the Jewish majority behave toward
the Arab minority, and what are the Jewish values on which
this behaviour is based? Must we behave according to the
ancient precept "The best of the Goyim should be killed"? Or
according to the equally ancient precept"Beloved is man
because he was created in God's image"? As long as the
educators remain ambivalent on this problem, a double message

will be conveyed to the class.
Perhaps the most difficult problem is that of the future of
the Administred Territories. How should an educator cope with

questions concerning the equal rights of Israel's Arab
citizens, while for nearly twenty years Israel has been ruling
over one and a quarter million Palestinian Arabs in the
Territories, on a non-egalitarian basis? Many of the adults
among us still regard this situation as a temporary result of
the Six-Day-War, pending a political settlement. But for the
young people who have grown up in the past two decades, this
is the only situation they know and they therefore regard it

as permanent. Because this is the most controversial subject
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in Israeli politics it is for an educator an extremely
difficult issue. We can understand why many educators prefer
to avold this question altogether. But with equal
justification we may ask: can an educator entirely ignore a
problem which in the coming years will continue to be at the
centre of public life in Israel and at the centre of our
relations with our neighbours?

In our view, an educator who really wishes to cope with this
problem should present the principal alternatives - that of
annexation versus that of territorial compromise -
simultaneously examining their advantages and their
disadvantages, together with the prices attached to each
solution, also in terms of moral values. The minimum that a
teacher should aspire to achieve is to train his pupils to
think about such problems in terms of alternative solutions,
their price, in the words of the ancient Jewish precept -
"hakol tsafuy veharashut netuna" - "all can be foreseen and

choice is permitted".

The problem of Arabic Studies. In this survey we have not
touched the complex question of teaching the Arabic language
in Jewish schools. We have refrained from this because of our

assumption that acquiring a foreign language - especially with
the stress on grammar - is not in itself necessarily the key
to understanding and tolerating another people. Many pupils
who have learned Arabic remain unchanged in their negative
attitudes toward Arabs. (We may assume that thié is the case
too with at least some of the Arabic teachers themselves). At
the same time it is certain that the study of a foreign
language together with the study of the culture (in the

anthropological, and not merely the foikloristic sense of the
term) may help develop new attitudes towards another people.

In other words: Let us not concentrate on the language alone,
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but also on the people who speak it an on the ways in which
they cope with human problems (in the family, the community,
the society, the state).

Today about fofty per cent of the Jewish pupils are learning
colloquial Arabic in the middle years of their schooling. Most
of them do not proceed subsequently to learn literary Arabic,
and by the time they finish school the majority forget what
they have learned. In this respect the investment in teaching
colloquial Arabic appears to be probable waste bf time and
resources. As against this, the number of pupils who advance
to learn Arabic of the media and literary Arabic, to the level
of matriculation examinations, is less than two  thousand a
year.

In consultation with the IDF and with the VLJI, the Ministry
of Education recently appointed a senior officer, on loan from
the IDF, for the purpose of a thorough reorganization of the
teaching of Arabic and its enhancement. It will be necessary
to re-examine the premises on which the study of Arabic has
been based until now, and proposals for several fundamental
changes will probably be made, For example: it may be
preferable to utilize the hours - apparently wasted in terms
of achievements in learning spoken Arabic - for a study of
Arab culture; or that the study of Arabic should be combined
with a preliminary study of Arab culture. We may assume that
during 1986 the first outline, of an overall change in this
field will be implemented. But overall it will take many more
years to achieve the necessary change of direction. We may
eventually arrive at obligatory study of Arabic and Arab
culture in all schools. There is some discussion at the
Knesgset -about passing a law to that effect. But even with
such a law it will still be a long way for its aim to be fully

realized.
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The problems of Arab education in Israel. It is a basic principle of

the Comprehensive Programme that education on mutual relations between
Arabs and Jews in Israel must take place simultaneously in the Jewish
and the Arab schools. There exists, however, an evident asymmetry
between the too, because Arab pupils are obliged to learn the Hebrew
language, Hebrew literature and the history of the Jewish people,
while most Jewish pupils do not study parallel Arab subjects. There
does, nevertheless, exist a symmetry of non-action, in that most Arab
and Jewish teachers have so far never engaged their classes with
questions concerning the mutual relations between the two peoples, and
especially between the Arab and Jewish citizens of Israel.

Just as in Jewish education an inquiry into this matter leads us
in to wider questions than the Arab-Jewish issue so also among Arab
educators difficult problems arise whenever mutual relations between
the two people are discussed as an educational issue. The first
question concerns the conditions of Arab education in Israel as
compared with Jewish education. As long as Arab educators and pupils
regard Arab education in Israel as disadvantaged in comparison with
Jewish education, due to unequal allocation of resources, this creates
a visible problem for the teaching of civic equality. It is true that
Arab education in Israel is making steady progress and many Arab
schools and their pupils show impressive achievements. It is also
true that like Jewish citizens Arab citizens too do solve some of the
educational problems within their own communities. For example, in
several 1localities they have built new school premises, without
recourse to government aid. Also, during the last few years the
Ministry of Education has allocated to Arab education proportionately

'larger funds than in previous years. And yet the sense of inequality
between the two systems still endures.

The second problem for Arab educators lies in two interrelated
fields. One concerns the extent to which an Arab teacher feels free
to talk about civic issues in class. And the second is the problem of

the identity of Israel's Arab citizens. The Arab teacher in Israel is
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under strong and unavoidable fension between two opposite forces. On
the one hand, he must appear credible to his pupils and in his
community, with regard to the way in which he presents the subjects of
identity and of civic rights. On the other hand, Arab teachers fear
that whatever they say may be reported detrimentally to the Shin Bet -
Israel's internal security service - with subsequent risk to the
tenure of their jobs. A teacher caught in this dilemma often adopts a
neutral attitude, by avoiding altogether the teaching of significant
civic issues - for fear of being rebuked by either side.

To this day the Israeli educational system is not quite certain
how to deal with these tensions and how to strengthen the Arab
teacher's willingness to deal fairly with the complex problems of
mutual relations between Jews and Arabs in Israel. 1In 1983 the
Director General of the Ministry of Education published a Circular
.encouraging Arab teachers to take pride in teaching Arab national
culture in their classes, We have already noted before that there
exists sometimes a discrepancy between the Ministry's declared
intentions and their application in the field. And thus there still
remains the unresolved need to develop ways that will enable Arab
teachers to deal with mutual relations and civic equality, while
maintaining a fair balance between loyalty to Israel and to their Arab
identity. This is certainly a difficult problem, but to evade it
would mean that these issues would not be dealt by the schools, but by
persons who do not support the principle of fair balance. One of the
ways to progress in this matter is to set up joint workshops of Arab
and Jewish educators, who will develop together methods of teaching
civics, in both Arab and Jewish classes.

The interaction between the educational ptoblem and political

issues. Thus far we have discussed the educational problem concerning
relations between Jews and Arabs as a separate issue, examining
dilemmas as they arise mainly during and within the educational

process. It is however impossible to conclude this summary, without
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considering the educational issue within the wider framework of its
interaction with the political system.

We often hear that the entire educational effort in this
difficult area is of only marginal significance, compared to the
influence of words and deeds in the political field. What is the
effect of educators and textbooks compared with the prohouncements of
leaders, whose message often contradicts the aims of education? What
is the influence of curricula, trying to deal with the culture of
neighbours; as a humaﬁ culture, when almost daily there are acts of

violence, committeed for political reasons, by persons belonging to
that other culture? What leaves a deeper emotional in pact - war in

Lebanon and a bombing raid on Tunis? Or peace with Egypt and implicit
understandings with Jordan?

In a sense, the daily reality of Arab-Jewish relations, as
presented by the media, also serves as a sort of school: not
intentionally pedagogical, not systematic, not always consistent in
its message. Yet this is a school whose messages are powerful,
occasionally deeply disturbing ahd to many of us even threatening.
What should be the educator's task in light of this reality? Should
he give up his educational responsibility and leave it in the hands of
political leaders? Or just to the contrary, because the political
system is not by intention an educational system; and because it
carries many contradictory messages, it is precisely the task of the
educator to help next generation acquire some essential skills: in
coping with this complex reality?

The educational system is not responsible for the solution of
political problems. But it is responsible for the education of the
next generation to a live in a complex, difficult relationship, in
which not all problems can easily or quickly be solved. Therefore it
is imperative for the teacher to deal in class with questions
concerning the relations between Jews and Arabs, seeking to help his
pupils develop the capacity for differentiation among different Arabs,

different Arab States and Arab nations, and different interests, some

-
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of them converging, some diverging; a diferentiation without which we
might all regress to total conflict with all our Arab neighbours. It
~ is the educator's task to discuss these questions not only in general
or historical Iterms, or as background material; but also with
reference to daily events, seeking to place them in the wider
framework of mutual relations, common and conflicting interests,
alternative options and their prices. The problem is not only "how to
react” to a terrorist attack, to King Hussein's speech, to a meeting
between Israeli and Egyptian Ministers; but also how to place these
events within a wider context, assign them a meaning that relates them
to the principal frameworks and proﬁesses with which and within which
we live. In other words: how to make of today's event a lesson for
tommorrow. ' _

The immense difficulty which the educational system faces is that
in the course of one generation many teachers - perhaps the majority -
have developed a neutral and defensive attitudes to the discussion of
political 1issues in the class, including issues concerning the
relations between Jews and Arabs. And indeed, how should the educator
find the right balance between his own political convictions and his
duty to present in class the wide range of different political views
as they exist now in Israel? Educators in Israel - and especiaily
those who train future teachers -~ will eventually have to cope with
this dilemma.

To conclude, we return to an old educational truth, that as with
any other educational project, the effectiveness of the Comprehensive
Programme, on which we have been working for the past two jyears
depends on the teachers' will that it should succeed. After two years
we still remain without answers to two essential questions. Will a
significantly large number of teachers in Israel dare to educate the
young generation to the complex and changing relations with our Arab
neighbours? And will the educational system be capable of translating

its intentions into meaningful activities, in terms of budget and



progrgﬁes concerning curricula, teacher training and school
~activities? Ultimately, this is a question of leadership.
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Who Opboses Tfeéty?

Much of the current opposition to
the historic, long-awaited progress
toward the reduction of nuclear amrs
comes from Jewish-American
sources. Jewish-American colum-
nists and others lambast Mikhail
Gorbachev because he has not bowed
to their demands, demonstrations
and agitation to allow more Jews to
leave Russia. _

One can understand the desire of
American Jews. But in this instance,
asinmany in the past. this good cause
should not be placed above all other
interests. It shouldn't be allowed to
bar progress between the superpow-
ers on reducing nuclear arms.

The best chance Washington has
to influence domestic policies in
Moscow is through a lessening of
tension and the achieving of a better

relationship. The encouraging proc- .

ess now in progress between Presi-
dent Reagan and Gorbachev offers

"realistic hope in this direction. Some

progress has already been made.
Yet some would block any agree-
ment between the superpowers until
they get everything they demand.
While all Americans favor free travel
and emigration. it'snevertheless true
that this condition doesn’t exist in
most of the other countries of the

world. It has never existed in Russia,"

nor in most other countries.

. Traditionally, arms agreements
between nations don’t include one
leader demanding the other change
his country's domestic policies.

But just as in dealings with Israel,

Jewish-American interests, domi- .

nant in Congress and the media in
this country, sometimes elevate their
interests and desires above overrid-

s

ing national or intemational iriter-
ests. While one can understand this,
the potential cost could be consider-

. able when dealing with such monu-

mentally important issues as reduc-
ing nuclear arms. y -

There’s much wrong in the Soviet
Union. Mikhail Gorbachev is no
saint. There is much the U.S. and
Russia still disagree on. But anyone
whocan't see the improvement in the
atmosphere, and in hopes for peace.
since Gorbachev took the helm in
Moscow, isn't trying.

The late Senator Henry Jackson,
of Washington, influenced by the

Jewish-American lobby, once suc-

ceeded in passing a bill barming U.S.
grain sales to Russia until Moscow
allowed more Jews to leave Russia.

The result: U.S. farmers were
hard hit; the Russians greatly re-
duced ‘their grain purchases in this
country. They also reduced the emi-
gration of Jews. Our farmers and

exports have never completely re-- -

covered from this well-meaning

folly.

“Similarly. we can't allow the
understandable desires of any special
group in America today to sabotage
the hopeful. crucially important nu-
clear arms reduction process now
underway.

One hopes American Jews get
their way with Moscow. Everyone in
the U.S. government has been striv-
ing to help them for decades, con-
stantly prodded. But the world can't

condition progress on nuclear arms’

reduction on demanded changes in
Soviet emigration policies. We must
strive for both. in a realistic manner.
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BERT WEILAND o W_-Ak e

135 Ashleigh Terrace ~ Marietta, Georgia 30062

January 9, 1988

Ms. Sherry Frank

- Southeast Durector
American Jewish Committee
3355 Lenox Road, Suite 880
Atlanta, GA 30326

Dear Sherry:

Rhoda and I are greatly disturbed after reading the article in todays, (Jan.9, 1988),
Atlanta Journal-Constitution. We feel strongly that the letter writing campaign
‘being promoted by one Jay Starkman, demanding the ouster of Consul Massarwa because
- he is an Arab, is absolutely demeaning to all Jews.

For the first time in our history Israel has given we Jews a "home address". It is
and address proudly rooted in democracy and consideration of all citizens of Israel.
If we, as Jews, were to refuse to accept any demonstrably loyal citizen of Israel
because his lineage is Arab would be tantamount to agreeing that Jews should not

be allowed to participate fully in the affairs of the United States of America because
America is a "Christian Nation". '

We had the privilege of hearing Mr. Massarwa speak at The Temple one evening short-
ly after he had assumed his position here in Atlanta. He is obviously a learned
man and we felt some special pride in "our" Israel for having the courage of her
conviction that a loyal Israeli, trained in the diplomatic corps, can be a good and
useful representitive of that nation be he Arab or Jew.

Sherry, we will appreciate it if you can forward either this letter or at least our
very strong feelings on this matter to the proper authority. We feel ashamed of the
Starkmans in our midst whose thinking remains ever small and narrowly censtricted.
They offer no constructive contribution to a better image of Israel.

Bert Weiland
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the fourth annual

ERASMUS LECTURE

Please check one.

_lwill attend. Please send me one (1)
ticket.

My guestand I will attend. Please send
me two (2) tickets.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger was in 1981 named
Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine
of the Faith by Pope john Paul Il. He is also
President of the International Theological
Commission and the Pontifical Biblical
Commission.

Born in 1927, Joseph Ratzinger was
ordained to the priesthood in 1951. After
completing his doctoral work at the University
of Munich, he taught theology at Freising,
Bonn, Miinster, Tiibingen and, for eight years,
at Regensburg. In 1977 he was named
Archbishop of Munich, and in the same year
was created Cardinal by Pope Paul V1. His
many publications include /ntroduction to
Christianity, Dogma and Preaching, The God
of Jesus Christ, and, most recently, Principles
of Catholic Theology.

/ﬁ?

the fourth annual

ERASMUS LECTURE

by Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger

“Biblical Interpretation
in Conflict:
The Foundations and
Directions of Exegesis Today”

The Rockford Institute
Center on Religion & Society
on
January 27, 1988
St. Peter’s Church at Citicorp Center
At 5:00 P.M.




You are cordially invited to attend the fourth
annual Erasmus Lecture:

The 1988 Erasmus Lecture is to be delivered
by Joseph Cardinal Ratsinger, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith,
at St. Peter's Lutheran Church at Citicorp
Center, 619 Lexington Avenue

(at 54th Street).

Because of extraordinary interest in this
year's Erasmus Lecture, admission will be
by ticket only. To obtain a ticket for yourself
(and a ticket for one guest), please complete
and mail the attached postcard. Due to
limited seating, it is suggested that you mail
the postcard as soon as possible.

Friends of the Erasmus Lecture are asked to
indicate changes of address.

Write: The Center on Religion & Society/
The Erasmus Lecture/152 Madison Avenue,
24th Floor/New York, NY 10016.

The Center on Religion & Society is an
interreligious research and education center
of The Rockford Institute. Its purpose is

to advance a public philosophy for the
American experiment in free society by
influencing the intellectual and moral forces
that shape our common life. Its program
includes research conferences, consultations,
publications, and the annual Erasmus
Lecture.

Richard John Neuhaus, Director
Paul T. Stallsworth, Assistant Director
Peter L. Berger, Senior Consultant

For more information, write or call:

The Center on Religion & Society
152 Madison Avenue, 24th Floor
New York, NY 10016

(212) 532-4320
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By GEORGE E. lllANl
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qhere are today mace e one bilties

Muslims worldwide with three million in

the United States. The turning point in .
Catholic-Islamic relations came, as it did with
Judaism, with the Second Vatican Council;
and, as with the followers of the Jewish falth
the Church began its dialogue with Muslims
with an acknowledgment of past hostilities.

Regarding Islam, Vatican II declared that,
“‘although in the course of the centuries, many

quarrels and hostilities have arisen between - -

Christians and Muslims, this most Sacred .
Synod urges all to forget the and to strive
sincerely for mutual understanding.”

Since then, Christians and Muslims have
been meeting and clarifying the common
ground between the two world religions:
morally, both are opposed td materialism;
doctrinally, both believe in tHe same God,

- Creator of heaven and earth; both recogni'ze
Jesusasagreatpmphet Mary As his Mother,
"“#ind ' Joséph' tis” Maty’3 - esteerned husband-
(Issa, Maryam and Yussuf-are- corsion
- Muslim names). :
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A spectacular impetus was given to the

dialogue in August, 1986 when Pope John Paul
1I visited Morocco. This was not the first time
the pontiff had visited an Islamic country. He
had been to Turkey (1979) and Pakistan
(1981), and, subsequently, he would meet
Muslims in Ghana and the Philippines. But
Morpcco was special and the King, who bears
the title “Commander of the Faithful,” was
the ideal choice in the Pope’s quest to improire
the Church’s relations with Islam.

Addressing a crowd of 80,000 young Muslims
in Morocco, Pope John Paul stressed the
religious and conciliatory nature of his visit.

The Pope emphasized the dangers created by

fundamentalism and highlighted the

‘Ch rishans |

rﬁ&fagwéw z, Awva

comonalltles of the two laiths

Ten years ago, I left Lebanon for Europe o

and the United States. The Land of Cedars has

- 1been plagued by violence for the last 12 years. .
Before the war, Christians and Muslims in_

Lebanon had lived peacefully for more than a

* century. The Vatican has dlways perceived
- Lebanon to be the’
* “among the foltowers'of différent beliefs. .

example . of coexistence

-Jnu.u
e

b ‘II- WHHI 1ADUY g 0 e
fod4y théir ivihdgeheous character té become
heterogeneous ‘‘melting pots.” For instance,
in countries like France, we have a new type
of citizens who are French by birth but who
also speak Arabic and are Muslims. Thése are
‘the children ¢f the North African immigrants

. who came to France in the colonial era.

‘The same occurred ih Germény with the
Turkish workers who came to seek jobs in
Germany. There, too, a new type of citizen
came out. He was not anymore Protestant or
Catholic, but a German of the Muslim faith.

Both Pope Paul VI and John Paul II
believed that Lebanon could be the ideal
example of co-existence. Since 1975, the
Vatican has relentlessly sought the help of

,..n

..f"' A" Lebanon as a whole, the Vatican hopes to sav:

Many ‘countries and -societies .are losing :

d Muslims

other powers to .save Lebanon. By saving

the Christians. So, dialogue befween
Christians and Muslims was and still is the
major imperative in the Church’s approach tc

" the strife in Lebanon.

When I lived in Los Angeles, I participated

“in the Catholic-Muslim dialogue group

sponsored by the Ecumenical and Inter-

" “religious Affairs Commission of the Arch-

diocese of Los Angeles. A productive
relationship was established between
Catholics and Muslims, and, as a result,
several joint projects were undertaken. For
instance, in September, 1983 the two groups
jointly. issued a document on the significance
of marriage in Islam and Roman Catholicism.
More recently, Muslims and Catholics were
discussing the impact of the U.S. Constitution

on religious freedom in America.

It is my hope that such a dialogue can be
established in Albany. Both communities
have a lot to offer; and, this dialogue, if ever
instituted, could serve as an excellent
.complement to the beautiful and exemplary

. 'redationship between the Diocese of -Albany

and the Jewish community.

" Finally, as a Christian who came from the
Middle East, a dialogue between Catholics
and Muslims could be of great help. First, the
fate of ten million Christians still living in the
Middle East could become less precarious.
Second, American Catholics could act as a
credible bridge between Muslim and Jewish
commumtles Finally, the Children of
Abraham could prove through dialogue what
they failed to achieve through the sword.

(Editor’s note: The author was born in
Lebanon and teaches political science at the

" College of Saint Rose in Albany. He is the

author of “The Papacy and the Middle East:
-The Role of the Holy See in the Arab-Israeli
Conflict: 1962-1984.”)



for the anecdoles, Lie Close-up uhipico-
sions of major U.S. political figures and
for the story of O'Neill’s colorful hfe.
which, although much of it was spent in
public office, is little known.

He does not let readers too far into his
own house, commendably shielding his
family, a8 he did throughout his career,
from public attention. Novak, who per-
petrated other “autobiographies” of Lee
Iacocca and the Mayflower Madam, cbvi-

v gugly does ot press his subjects..

Happily for O'Neill, history will com-
pare him most often with Ronald Reagan,
another genial Irishman, with whom he

fought incessantly from 1981 to 1986.

Hardly a single Reagan decision —on the
federal budget, taxes, arms control, the
contras — went unchallenged by O'Neill.

The two men were as opposite as two
‘human beings can be. Reagan was the
dashing former Hollywood personality
riding in from the Wes to clean up Wash-
ington, and O'Neill was caricatured as
the big-city, bleeding heart, big-spending
pol who was crippling the United States.

O'Neill won — although he was fre-
quently handicapped by craven House
members, whose institutional indepen-
dence he had fought for in the 19708, and
which backfired in the 19808 when they
voted with Reagan.

The strongest section of this light-
hearted romp through politics in Con-
gress and the Massachusetts legislature

focuses on O'Neill's rise through the -

ranks. A Boston College graduate with
an ability to make friends and keep them,
O'Neill contends that he was ideally
suited for the House.

O'Neill sounds most proud of his ability
to get along with people whase politica he
opposed. SBam Raybum’s introductory les-
gon to the freshman representative from
Cambridge in 1952 was, “To get along, go
along,” and O’Neill rarely forgot it.

But to assert that loyalty is the best
policy, as he often does here, is to en-
courage the benign conspiracies that
greased the wheels for O'Neill and other
urban Democratic machine politicians
— the dead voters, straw candidates,
hidden scandals, bribes and blackmail.
They make colorful anecdotes, but poor

Jim McManus is NCR's Washington
Bureau chief.
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The Papacy and the
Middle East:

The Role of the Holy See

in the Arab-lsracii Gonﬂlet.
1962:1984

By George E. Irani

$22.95
Reviewed by JOHN M. SWOMLEY

IN THE Middle East, Catholics are a
minority in a region dominated by one
Jewish and various Islamic states. The
Vatican's interest, which is first and
foremost the protection and welfare of
Catholics, must take account of certain
facts:

® The Second Vatican council's “Decla-
ration on the Relationship of the Church
to Non-Christian Religions,” which re-
pudiates anti-Semitism and requires a
new respect for and dialogue with Jews.

@ The presence of substantial church
possessions, which include land, church
buildings, schools and monasteries in Arab
lands, as well as institutions in Israel.

@ The Vatican's location in Italy, where
it must function in the context of Italian
foreign policy and economic interests.

@ The continuing state of war, refugee
camps and national rivalries,

© The overwhelming presence of Mus-
lims and therefore the necessity of di-
alogue.

© The existence of Israel, which is a “na-
tion with a religious mission.”

In this complex situation, George Irani
has engaged in a pioneer study of papal
goals and diplomacy, using Middle East
resources because Vatican archives were
not readily available. Irani, director of In-
ternational Student Advisement at the
University of Southern California and
author of numerous articles on Middle
East topics, has divided his book into

John Swomley is a professor emeritus
of social ethics at St. Paul School of The-
ology in Kansas City, Mo.

Massachusells or Nazi Genoany? Any | U iNeill never 10rgol Lis working-cluass

Playing papal politics in the Middie East

three sections, the first of which is the “Is-
raeli-Palestinian Dispute.”

The Vatican, in order to maintain-a
Catholic presence in Israel, has tohave a
strong institutional connection with the
Holy Land. It has, therefore, created two
important institutions, Bethlehem Uni-

1 versity and the Pontifical Mission for

Palestine. It has not, however, recog-
nized Israel, other than to acknowledge
its right to exint. As Irani notes, it must
take into account the views held by its re-
lated churches in the Arab countries, the
Greek Catholic, Maronite and Coptic,
among others. It also does not want dip-
lomatic relations so long as the war con-
tinues, the fate of the Palestinians has
not been gettled and the status of Jeru-
salem and the Holy Places is uncertain.
In the second section, Irani discusses
the Holy Places and Jerusalem. He writes
that the papacy proposed the interna-
tionalization of Jerusalem in order to
guarantee access to the Holy Places. How-
ever, when it appeared that a majority of
the members of the United Nations “were
from the non-Catholic Third World,” the
papacy dropped that proposal and called,

H instead, “for a special status with inter-

national guarantees.” Jewish leaders saw
this as a rebuke to Israeli sovereignty.
Israel’'s chief rabbi said, “We are as-
tonished by the fact that the Vatican
never issued the slightest protest when
the Holy Places in Jerusalem were in Jor-
danian hands” and when they “refused ac-
ceas to Jews. .. ."

The third section discusses papal ac-
tion with respect to the Lebanese war
that began in 1975. The war is a result of
a complex mixture of Christian militias,
Syrian and Israeli forces, a large Pales-
tinian presence, the exclusion of the
Soviet Union from the peace process, the
shattering of Arab unity by the U.S.
peace initiative that produced the Camp
David accords and the Egypt-Israel
peace treaty and the U.S. military inter-
vention in support of Israel and Christian
forces in Lebanon.

The Vatican's position was dictated by

its desire “to save Lebanon as a sovereign
entity in order to save the Christians” as
& major presence in Lebanon. The Chris-
tian groups were divided, and there were
allegations “that the Holy See andvised
the Maronite monks to fund the training
of the militias through the Phalangist
party.” The pope sent intermediaries to
Lebanon to try to unite Christian groups,
to try to prevent partition of Lebanon and
to encourage Christian-Islamic coexis-
tence.

Irani reports that the Vatican sought
support from the American Catholic
hierarchy. He quotes a Vatican official in
Lebanon as saying in 1983 that a report
issued by Cardinal Terence Cooke “had
great influence in getting the State De-
partment perspective on the right track.
It shaped their policy to a great extent
and the policy of Congress.” .

Although the Vatican may have suc-
ceeded in influencing the Reagan admin-
istration, it failed to unite the Christians
in Lebanon or to preserve the Christian- .
Islamic dialogue. In fact, many Lebanese
Christians felt drawn into alliance with
Israel against the Palestinians and the
Arab world.

One of the great tragedies of the
Lebanese war was the massacre of Pales-
tinian civilians in the refugee camps of
Sabra and Shatila by Christian militias
with Israeli support. The pope publicly
condemned the massacre, but very little.
appears in the book about the Vatican
connection or lack of connection with the
Christian militias and the Phalangists.
Irani says that “the Holy See’s apostolic
nuncios were forced to play an active role
in the internal political process” that led
to “misunderstandings” with “some of the
Lebanese protagonists,” but this is not
amplified.

This book provides an excellent insight
into Vatican diplomacy, its idealism
mingled with partisan interests, and its
limitations as a religious force in the
midst of political and military rival
ries. @l

National Catholic Reporter
November 27, 1987
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and Third World development in both the United
States and the Arab world. In 1977, shortly after
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat made his his-
toric trip to Jerusalem, Hagopian was one of sev-
eral prominent Arab Americans invited to the
White House by President Carter, who hoped to
develop support among Arab Americans for the
Sadat initiative. Two years later, she was chosen
by UNESCO to develop a specialized guidance
and counseling system for a Palestine Open Uni-
versity feasibility study. Planning for the Open
University, which was going to be located in Bei-
rut, ended in 1982 when Israel invaded Lebanon.

Changing Views on the Middle East

Hagopian thinks that the AAUG has modified
its position on the Arab-Israeli conflict since the
1970s, when, she says, “it argued in favor of a
democratic, secular state for Jews and Palestin-
ians, and for the Arab states too." But then, “real-
ity hits you in the face,” she says. “Both the Jews
and the Palestinians need to go through a period
of ‘national identity,’ when they can feel secure in
their own nation. I would accept the two-state
idea (a Palestinian state in the West Bank and
(Gaza next to Israel) as the minimal solution to the
Mideast conflict. Later, when things calm down,
Israel, the Palestinian state, and the Arab states
may all want to join together in a mutually benefi-
cial economic federation.”

AAUG members and other Arab Americans are
not the only ones who appear to be re-evaluating
their views, Hagopian says. Over the past 10
years there appears to have been a major trans-
formation in how the dispute is viewed by some
non-Arab Americans. “They're now more likely
to favor a policy which recognizes Palestinian as
well as Israeli national rights. And people in the
peace movement are starting to realize that to be
against nuclear war means dealing with the fact
that Israel has a nuclear capability.”

She's encouraged that individual American
Jews and groups like New Jewish Agenda have
been willing to criticize Israel's occupation of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. “They have become a
new Jewish conscience by returning to the liberal
tradition of the Jewish people, who were in the
forefront of the anti-war and the civil rights
movements,” she says.

Hagopian insists that Americans do not have to
forget about Jewish suffering and the holocaust
in order to bring the Palestinians into their con-
sciousness. “We don't want to create hatred of
'the other'—of the Jews or the Israelis. It's time to
promote a rational voice for sanity on the Middle
East. We just can't go on with this historical cycle
of destroying one group of people to right the
wrongs committed against another.”

Andrea Barron, a Ph.D. candidate in intemational rela-
tions at American University in Washington, DC, is a
member of Washington Area Jews for an Israeli-Palestin-
ian Peace (WAJIPP) and New Jewish Agenda.

Book Review

The Papacy in the Middle
East

By George E. Irani. Notre Dame: University of
Notre Dame Press, 1986. 218 pp. $22.95 (cloth).

Reviewed by Rosemary Radford Ruthen

e The arcane language of
, mPapacyweoe  Vatican pronouncements
. MidleEast 1 and the secrecy which

=% | surrounds their formula-
! tion discourages most
! Americans from seeking
| to understand Vatican di-
plomacy. Nevertheless,
George Irani argues in his
recent book on the subject, all who are con-
cerned about justice in the Middle East may
have an unexpected ally in the Vatican.

Irani focuses on three primary areas: Pal-
estinian national rights and the state of Israel;
Christian shrines in Jerusalem and the status of
the city; and the Lebanese civil war. In each
case, [rani demonstrates there is consistency in
Vatican positions, but at the same time they
have evolved over three decades of changing
realities.

Vatican Reaches Out to Jews

During the Second Vatican Council, the Cath-
olic Church attempted to make amends for past
anti-Semitism by rejecting any Jewish collec-
tive responsibility for the death of Jesus. The
Pope also appointed a Commission for Rela-
tions with Judaism to remove anti-Jewish refer-
ences from Catholic liturgical and catechetical
materials and to pursue on-going dialogue with
Jewish clergy and laity. The present Pope John
Paul I! has also been particularly active in ecu-
menical cutreach to Jews, visiting e death
camps in Poland and the synagogue in the Jew-
ish quarter in Rome. The Vatican's relationship
to the state of Israel is, however, vastly compli-
cated by sustained Jewish criticism of alleged
papal passivity in the face of Nazi persecution
of Jews before and during World War II. Re-
cently Pope John Paul Il was also strongly criti-
cized by Jews for agreeing to meet with Aus-
trian President Kurt Waldheim. Some Jewish
spokesmen have proposed that the Pope make
amends by extending Vatican recognition to
the state of Israel.

From the Vatican point of view, this demand
constitutes a highly inappropriate confusion of
the Vatican's relationship to Judaism as a world
religion and its relationship to Israel as a na-
tion-state, which, by not defining its borders,
has not complied with an elementary require-
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ment for diplomatic recognition. The Vatican
bridles at Zionist insistence that Jewish iden-
tity is, simultaneously, religious and national,
and that the two cannot be separated.

Palestinian Rights Stressed

Irani outlines Vatican steps over the past 20
years, culminating in a declaration of support
for Palestinian self- determination. The Vatican
has set up Bethlehem University to help main-
tain an educated Palestinian community on the
West Bank [t also established a Pontifical Com-
mission for Palestine, which oversees humani-
tarian aid to the Palestinians, Pope John Paul [l
also met with chairman Yasser Arafat in Sep-
tember 1982, a meeting which in effect consti-
tuted recognition of the PLO as the national
representative of the Palestinian people.

A second area of Vatican diplomacy—the
status of Jerusalem and its Christian holy
places—has become increasingly tied to the
first issue of Palestinian national rights. In the
1940s, the Vatican maintained the view that,
more than Jews, Muslims, or other Christians,
Catholics hac a primary right to the city and its
shrines. This has changed to an ecumenical
view that regards all three monotheistic reli-
gions as having equal rights. The focus has be-
come the internationalization of the city, and
international guarantees of the religious and
civil rights of persons and institutions of all
three faiths there. The Vatican has thus come to
oppose any one religion, or a nation-state
representing one religion, dominating the af-
fairs of the city. Pope John Paul Il in particular
has stressed the idea of making Jerusalem an
example of peaceful coexistence by all three
faiths.

Vatican's Role As Peace Broker

Concerning the Lebanese civil war, the Vati-
can has three main goals: support for the Leba-
nese experiment as a model of Christian-Mus-
lim coexistence; opposition to partition of
Lebanon into separate Musiim and Christian
states; and protection of the rights of Palestin-
ian refugees. This has led to conflicts with Mar-
onite Christizns who had expected Vatican
backing in Lebanon'’s civil war. The Vatican has
strongly opposed the Maronite alliance with Is-
rael, which it saw as harmful to Christian-Mus-
lim relations throughout the Middle East.

Irani depicts the Vatican as an important
player in Middle East politics, supporting the
moderation and universal justice that must un-
derlie Middle East peace. Irani, an advocate of
secular, pluralistic systems in which will enable
people of differing religious backgrounds to
live together peacefully, suggests that the Vati-
can has become an effective ally in this quest.
Rosemary Radford Ruether is a professor at Garrett
Theological Seminary and Northwestern University in
Evanston, lllinois
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¥ Ouster of Israeli e envoy in Atlanta sought

A; an Arab, e shouldnot
hbld the post, letters say

Slqﬂ' Writer

*'The never easy course of couu— 3

seling moderation in the Middle

E{st i5 turning'into a high-wire hal- -

Mohammed Khalid Massarwa.

en appointed in February, he -
bdcame the first Arab to head. an
lsfaell diplomatic mission.

‘:hs::ing act for Atlanta's Israell con-

e

¢ As news of rioting in Israel’s o¢s_.’

cypied territories has: engulfed the
cqnsulate, the 44-year-old former-

Alianta ‘letter-writing campaign i
seeking his removal because he .is.»
ngt Jewish.. .. ..
# “It's nothing personal againsl.
q'n " said Jay Starkman, the Atlan- :
ta accountant who has orgamzed
the “Massarwa Must Go” campaign.’
“We just think it'is totally inappro-:1:
pginte for an-Arab.to be represent- !
Israel.” 5 al
' Surkman said se\rernl hundred
Otthodox and Conservative Jews:,
hgve joined him in. asking Jews

.. .. arpynd thf ‘world to inundate the:

' By Deborah Beroggins il

ing campaign.: Rig
C"We — well, I don't know why I

mail denouncing Massarwa 5 ap-
pointment. * ;
i “That's the whole problem, lt‘

never anything personal with these * and violence.

people,” Massarwa said. “But Isra-

i:.; el'ls a democracy, an absolute de-; dom to swim’
mocracy, and ‘that dncludes room ! Massarwa said.
t‘or people with all kinds of ideas.”

“Israeli Embassy in Washtngton with « “light,” Massarwa ‘said. *All-of us-
will destroy ourselves and our na- -

tions if we continue to swim with’
the stream of hatred and bloodshed,

S, TS B

“I think it take; a. kind of wis-

.He sald the violence .in the! can'Jewish Committee; the Atlanta

‘West Bank and Gaza Strip troubles !
him far more than:the Ietter-mit-

say we - I have .no part of that

“anymore. I'am very sorry about the .
violence, ‘about the (eenagers.

throwing stones, and 1 wrole the
lawyer has become the target of an., - i oy

Jewish Federation and'other Jew- *

ish leaders said they like Massarwa ;

...+ and oppose his removal.

“I feel terrible' for Massarwa,” '

said Sherry Frank, Southeast dxrec- '

- tor for-the

rmllee “The Arabs must not know i

.do with him, and a small

foreign minister about that,”" he: group of Orthodox -Jews doesnt

‘said, “because we must keep onder
and we must expmss our ideas in a !

peaceful way.” .
‘. Yet. Massnrwa is optimisuc

about the outcome of the distur-

. bances, which he ‘hopes will show -

Israel,  Palestinian leaders. and :
Arab nations that they cannot delay . ,

in negotiating a solution for the
governance of lhe occupied lernto-
ries.t . 'l i e
“Allhough lhe conﬂict contin-,
ues between my state and my na-

Ly

know what to do with-him either.”-

Massarwa admitted that the.
- Arab community had received him
with some , consternation... He
lapghed as he told of his first meg.b-
ing with a Palestinian in Aflanta, .

" “He just stared at me, he was
in shock, ‘How can this be?' " Mas- . |
sarwa recalled. “But then' I"asked!(;

¢ " him;"Well," what would you-rather ' o

have us do. live our own 1lives, on [\
our.own land in Israel, or become: !

tioy, someone’ mugtahold up the: - refugeesin other Arap countries?! v
- M&W

againsh fhe Qtream,"'“; .
Represenlatives of the” Ameri- '
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Charlas R. Crane's (Crusade for theﬂArabsl_1919-39

"Te
CHAELES R. CRANE
aptly nicknamed Harun al-Rashid,
affectionately"

. «The Arab Awakening,

1
George Antenius, 1938

Charles Crane® was the American symbol of friendship and

support fer the Arab cause iﬁ the Near East during fhe inter-war
period. He achieved this status in 1919 as ce=-head of the Cemmission
of Inquiry which President Wilssn, while at the Paris Peace Csnference,
sent to the region in srder directly te ascertain the political
wiskes »f the fermer Turkish subjec g. Thé Commission strongly
endersed the Arabt nationalist view that France shsuld be kept sut
#f the Levant, and that the Zisnists shesuld be curbed in Palestiﬁ%.
Although its repsrt was shelved and net made public;, even umefficially,
until 1atb-192%{ the very deépatch of the Commlssien was seen by mahy
as indicating American apprpéal of the Arab struggls for self-
determination, Fer example, so3n aftgr the cempletlem ef the
Commissienfs werk, Crane received a 1etteg frem "the President of
the Arabic Asseciatisn and tﬁe Delegate of Palestine” which stated:

The Arab inhabitanés of Syria and Palestine will never

forget your kind deeds, fs» presenting their rights to

the American natlen and changing to geed the general idea

of the West:concerning sur cause....l/e are sure that ysu
still sre struggling Tfor our cause.

#1858-1939



Crane, indeed, continusd "to struggle" f>r the Arab cause.

As a private, independently wealthy citizen, he cultivated hils
relations with the Arabs Sthroughoaut the next twe decaégs by
sponsering an active prasgram of "practical philanthrepy," whese

mest impressive result was the discsvery sf 5il in eastern Arabila.
With the advent of Hitlerian Germany, Crane, in what was to be a
final burst sf energy, wsrked in Eurape and the Near East to organize
a purpeseful effsrt by the Vatican, the Arabs, and Germany te c?untar
the "Jewish menace" to the Christian and Islamic werl 2. Despite

his denial to Secretary of State Cerdell Hull, he prebably did
finance arms purchases in 1938 by the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, whe
was then ieading ; revelt againﬁt British rule in Palesti%g( Earlier,
in 1922, when pspular anti-French demsnstratiens erupted during
Crane's visit to Damascus, he was accused by the French of prevsking
and financing revolt in Syrli.

Crane exercised an impertant influence sn the psrsenal attitudes
teward the Middle Wast of many leading Americans, such as Barnard's
Virginia Giidersleave, whe would take an impertant part in efforts
of the 1940's to persuade the U.S. Gevernment to faver Arab pver
Zionlst goals in Palesti%s{

Crane's focus on Arab affairs came relatively late in his
remarkable career, which alss csncentrated, in its international
aspects, sn two sther great branches »f the human family, the Slavs
and the Chineiz. President Wilson tried unsuccessfully fer a full
year, 1913-1L, to convince him to zo as U.S. Ambassador to Russia,
which ne had been visiting and studying fer decad%%{ After the
Belsheviks came inte pewer in Nevember 1917, Crane played a key

role in wilsen's fateful decision, of August 1918, to intervens in



Russia in srder "to rescue" Czech tresps there; it was he whe
int»pduced Thernas Masaryk to Celesnel Hesuse and the President in
June 1918, and whe worked with that future President ts evercesme
Wilson's hesitanci&g. Masaryk's son, Jan, wasuld write Crane on
August 7, 1928, that the Masaryk family referred tes him as the
"gedfather af Czechnslavak%%{* Charles' sen, Richard, was the
first U.S. Minister te that country.

Crane was twice appointed U.S. Mimister to China, wkose interests

he champisned, particularly as agalnst Japanese designs., The first

appeintment was in 1909, by William Heward Taft; hewever, that
President recalled his sutspsken Minister even befere he could
arrive at pai?. Crane did succeed in serving as President Wilsen's
Minister in ?eking, 1920-21; and, 1n 1931; he was efficially appginted
by the Chinese as "Honerary Adviser te the Nationalist Governmei o

In demestic affairs, too, Crane was a familliar pslitical and
cultural figure at both the rational and lscal levels. In addition
to> having bsen Woodrow Wilsen's Deputy Finance Chairman for his
two Presidential cempaligns, he was Chairman of the Mayor sf Chicage's
Commission en Unemployment and served as an sfficer im besth the
Municipal Vetersa! League and Senatsr Robert LaFollstte's National
Progressive Republican League. Fo8llswing the 1sss of clese family
in a msvie house fire, Crane spensored the Freeman Reposrt, which led
te the passage of the country's first theater fire laws at the turn
of the century. Other notewerthy activitlies included: endswing a
seminal, pisneering program of Russian studles at the Umiversity
of Chicage; serving as a fesundiug directsr ef the Marine Elslsgical

Labsratery at Wesds Hele, Massachusetts, and as a Trustes for the

two American Prestestant missisnary celleges at Csnstantineple. He
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received henerary descterates from Harvdrd and Wiscsnsin. Ameong
Crane's many, sustained friendships were, to 1limit the illustrative
list to Americans: Henry Ferd and Geerge Westinghouse; Charles W,
Wwliest and p. Lawrence Lewell; John Dewey and Alexander G. Bell;
Jane Addams and Lillian Wald; Nerman Hapgeed and Ida Tarhell;
Louis D, Brandeis and Acdelph OGhs,- He was an hensrary psallbearer
at Wosdrew Wilsen's funerig.

In sum, Charlses Crane was a significant American figure, whese
impact on his world has left a discsrnible legécy on osur ewn, The
purpose of the present paper 1s to provide a basis fer systematic

examination and evaluatien ef Crane's work, with particular ref-

erence te matters impinging on Near Eastern affairs,

IT

Whaen Crane returned ts Damascus for a visit in 1922, he naturally
received an enthusiastic receptisn by the lscal Arab leaders, whe
tosk the sccasien to srganize mass preotests against France, which
had fercibly osccupled Syria in IQCO; Crane was swiftly and discrestly
ushersed oput sf the area. Shertly thereafter, he learn=d from a
Ceire spurce that the French military autherities were accusing him
of having previded funds ts sne of the leading Syrian nationalists,
Shabendar, for use 1n financing the vislent demenstratisns; and, that

there were reports, fermally denied by the French, that he had been

21/
sentencec in absentia to twenty years' Imprisonment., Ths epissde

did net hurt his Iimage in the Levant as a staunct jefender of

Arab rights,

It was-during the course of this 1922 visit that Crane received



an lnvitation freom Emir Abdullah »f Trans-Jordan, sne ef the sens
of the leader sf the Arab wartime rebellisn against Turkey, King
: 22/
Hussein of the HeJaz, te vislt hils father: at Jiddah. This was
accomplished in 1923, at which time Crane was shewn Hussein's
(desctered) versien sf his famsus correspsndence, in Arabic, with
Sir Henry McMahon; &t the time ®»f the cerrespsndence, 1915-16,
McMehen was British High Cenmissioner in Egypt. This versism had
it that McMahen expressly included Palestine within the territery
of tre independent Arab state(s) which he said the British Gevernment
would suppert, if Hussein were to lead an effective revelt against-
the Otteman Turks. Crane subsequently wss tos use this material to
make the case in the United States that England had premised Palestinme
to the Arabs a full two years before the Ralfspur Declaration eof
23/
Nevember 2, 19I7. Klse-of interest is a letter hs wrote Antenius
on September 22, 1936:
I have just had a visit with one wh? knsws Near Eastern
affalrs very well and alse 3ritish Near Fastern peslitics,
Ee says that the Forelgn Cfflce has ns cospy sf the papers
and promises sent te Hussein. I suppose the eriginal has
been stolen and probably every effert in the world will
be made te get held of Hussein's copy. This man cenfirmed
Hussein's statement t> me »f the Government's effort, through
Lawrence, te get bacx Husssein's papers....it is mere
impertant than ever that the phetostatic coeples be as
wldely and as wisely distributed as pessible....

Of course, when Great Britain in 1939 finally did opublish the
actual csrrespendence, 1t was at variance with Hussein's version and
was sufficiently ambigusus as to permit the English te centend that
Palestine was, irndeed, excluded frem the independent Arab state{s)

2l ;
envisaged by McMahoen,
A final nete 5n Crane's centacts with the Hussein family: es

late as 1929, when he was pver seventy years of age, Crans undertesk

what was, for a nsn-Arab, a near unprecedented, ardusus sverland trip
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frem Baghdad inte the Wahabl desert to visit King Abdul Azis ibn-
Saud.: In Baghdad, Crane was the guest of honor of Iraq's King
Feis%f{ a friend since 1919 and anether ef King Hussein's sons,

The Saudi and Hussein families were-long bltter enemies, and 1bn=-
Saud a few years 9ariier nad succeeded in displacing Hussein from
the Hejaz. During the course of his trip, while near the Kuwaiti
bsrder, Crane'a party was attacked, evidently by an irdependent
band ef tribesmen, and his travelling companion, the Reverend

Henry Bilkert, was shet dead; Crane himself escaped unhurt but

cut shert his trip and left the .area. Ssen thereafter, sn Februany:r
20, 1929, he received a message frem Ibn Abdul al Faisal expressing
Saudi distress that, "the friend ef the Arabs shsuld have besn
attacked in Arabian lands" and blaming Irag fer having allswed

thd“nttack to sccur.

III

Crane's personal, direct contacts with the leaders sf the Ysumen
and Saudi Arasbia began Xin the late 1920's, when neither was diplema-
tically recegnized by the United States. In 1927, he served as
"unofficiel intermedlary" for the U.S. representative at Aden,

J. Leder Park, in an attempt ts elicit from Yemen's Imman Yahya.
26/ .
- a request fer a treaty of friendship and commerce. While Washingten

5
[

quickly squashed Park's imnitiative as premature, Crane did develsp

a goed relatisnship with the Imman and initiated a serlies of per-

28/
senally financed public werks projects and minerals surveys. In

1931, Crane personally met ibn-Saud, whe accepted his effer te
' : 29/
finance a survey fer water resosurces. Accordingly, K.S.Twitchell,



ap American eaginesr who had been conducting the Crane-financed
surveys in Yemen, was despatohed te Saudi Arabla, where he sson
peinted sut to the King the likelihsed that there were substantial
511 depssits 1n eastern Arabla. Ibn-Saud autherized Twitchell to
seek out commercial arrangements, as a direct result pf which ibn-
Saud signed his first s»ll exploration centract, im May 1933, with
Standard 0il eof Califernia. Impressively, Crane, while alleswing the
data collected at his expense ts be used freely by Standard 011 and
sthers, steadfastly declined lucrative "sffers of participatisn” in
the commercial arrangements they had with Saudl Arabia; he explained
that ais interssts from the start were purely phllantanrepic and wsuld

remain thatiway. This led Twitchell, im his 1947 werk, Saudi Arabila,

te write his dedication as fellesws:
T2 the memory of CHARLES R. CRANE the great American wﬁose
practical philanthreopy was the fsundation pf the present
development sf the kingdoem eof his ssteemed friend, Kikg
Abdul Azils ibn=Saud.

Crane's relations with beth :the Imman and the King enabled him
te play a mediating rele in the territerial clashes between the twe
which, in 1934, threatened to expand into full—gcala war. His appeal
te Arab selidarity apparently was - of some influence in the successful
de-fusing of the confrontation, as suggested by the subatantive angd
appreciative repert sent to Crane by the King en the detalls of his
settlement with the Imm%%{

Cf course, the Palestinian prasblem figured impsrtantly in the
discussions Crane had with the Saudl king., During his March 1931
vigit, with Antenius serving as interpreter and recerdsr, Crane
stated that, "Russia was really in the grip of Jews and fareigners.;..
the King...added that he had realized for some time that the Jews

31
ware pswerful in Russla."” In 1933, the King's Minister im Cairo
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participated in a "Muslim Committee™ that Crane was attempting
te srgamize there with = view te its entsring inte farmal dis-
- cussions with the Vatican Ter the purpesse of carrying >ut a pregram
- 32,
of "ceoperative action...against the cemmunistic, athelstic snslaught."”
Crane, in November 1933, advlsed his seven-man organizing grsup, as
recerded by Antonius, that
The endeavor en the part of the Jews to return to Asia
after an absence of nearly 2,000 years...was but anether
phase of /am srganized campalgn against falth and
religisn/e...cAbout a fertnight age...he had a conversation
with the Papal Secretary /Cardinal Pacelli, the future Pepe
Plus ¥IT He found the tter very receptive and interested
in the i1dea.... He Zﬁardinal Pacelli;7 went as far as to
suggest that the Grand Muftl might meet the Latin Patriarch
in Jerusalem and initiate conversations.

Antsnius goes on to repert that the Muslim representatives
assursd Crane that they would "appeint an autheritative committee te
g9 inte the matter and initlate cenversstions with the Catholic
Church,”

Following his return to Rome frsm Cairo, Crane keld further
meetings at the Vatican, where he had "a day with the Nuncis whs was
going down te Egypt, Palestine and countries nearby, amd hils instruc-
tiens were to get in touch with this Muslim Committee and work out

. 2 ' .
ssme practical methods ef proceading."” There is ns evidence in the
material avallable to the present writer that this Muslim-vatican
dialegue ever actually got started as a direct consequence of
Crane's effortse,

Crane met with Relchghanceller Hitler in Berlin on October 6 as
8 preliminary step to his meetings 1in Rome and Cairo. Thelsasslap
was arranged for him by U.S. Ambassador William Dodd, a fermer

Professor of History at the Unlversity ef Chicags, pursuant to

Crane's request contained in a letter of September 17:
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T have important engagements in Rome the latter part
of October with the highest Prelates there /on "the
Jewish prablam:7 and incidental matters. Befoar: going
there I wish very much thet I could have a heart to
heart talk quietly with Mr, Hitler.

In a letter which apparently cr;ssed with Crane's, Ambassador
3!

Dedd had written him on September Ié that,
When I have accasien to speak unsfficlally to eminent
Cermans, I have said vsery frankly that they had a serious
problem but that they did net knesw how to sslve it, The
Jews had held a great many mere sf the kKey pssitiosns in

Germany than their numbers »r their talents entitled them
t’ol.l

On Nevember 5, 1933, Crane wrote Eswell that Dedd "arranged fosr
me to> have a full free talk with the Reichschanceller." Follewing
his meeting with Hitler, Crans made highly complimentary remarks te
the press about him, including that his "gestures and point blank
statement=z remind me of Theadsre RosseveBS." |

Crane would be a repzat guest of Dodd's at Berlin, For example,
he wrate on June 18, 193, : "Dr. Dedd has asked me to come and stay
with him...and has promised seme gpod interviews." On July 2L, 1935,
he wrote Dodd: "I am especially indebted to you fer the. .nice
luncheen party and the cerdial talk with Dr. Schacht....I think that
Germany is now well around the cerner with her morale higher than
the msrale of any sther peeple in Eurepe.” That Dsdd had an extra-
curricula interest in Cranefs philanthrapic actlvities is evident
in a letter the Ambassader wrsete him sn September 19, 1935, asking
on a private and confidential basis that he consider endswing a
chair at the University sf Virginia for the teaching of "sbjective"

U.S. and werld history.



LIV

A3 in the case of Crane's discussisns with ibn-Saud, his

exchanges about Palestine with the Grand Mufti of Jerusalam,
Eaj Amin al-Husseini, and other Arab leaders in the Ievant, es
recorded by Antonius, turned on the general asgreement that there
was, in 1931,
a real menace directed at Islam and Christianity, and
tnat it was essential that the aims snd motives ef the
Seviet leaders be made known and understsed..../‘rane
went on te say that/ in the particular case of Palestine,
this question took sn a particular significance, because
of the fact that the Jews who had designs on Palestine
were olssely in sympathy with the subversive alims sf the
Seviets,
In 1933, Crane told the Mufti that,
it was a matter of commen knowledge [{which the experience
of Russis had amply demenstrated) that the political Jews
everywhere aimed at the eventual destruction of religious
life. The only Church in the West which seemed to him
te be fully alive to that danger, and to pessess the
necessary powers and organization to deal with it, was the
Catholic Church....

As lete as July 20, 1938, when the Mufti was clandestinely
leading an armed revolt'against British rule in Palestine, Crane
wrote Antonius: "I enclose a little check for the Grand Mufti which
please give him to use as he thinks best." Despite this action, he
weuld on Octsber 6, 1938, write Mrs. Cerdell Hull: "Please alsp tell

. Cordell thate..my relations with /my Moslem friends/ have been
entirely peaceful and cultural {water works, bridges, rosadways,etc.),
and I have never spent a penny for any kind of military equipment.”
On the basls ef thls evidence alsne, one would have to be skeptical
about the truth of ather denials by Crane that he financed illegal
arms purchases = far the Syrian, Shabendar, in 1922, as noted above;

end, fer the anti-Belshevik Cessack General, Kalidin, in 1917-18,
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as was "the suspicion among American efficials then serving in

36/
Russia,"

' The -ether side of Crane's Near East coin, and which gave his
work in that region much of its centext and energy, was his profaund
concern about the "Jewish menace™ to the established, religious-
based civilizations of the world, with the Angle-Saxon pesple at -
the cent%%{ |

It is net a questiosn of whether, but to what extent, Crane
was'actively engaged in the dissemination of antiéemitic materials,
generally of the kind mest clessly asspciated with the putput ef

Tsarist Russia. Even prier teo the perisd sf the Russe-Japanese

War of 1904-5, when the presduction of these materials flswered

with p%ﬁlication of the gress forgery, The Pretocels of the Elders

of Zion, Crane is known to have distributed "Yiddish literature™®,

as acknowledged by his friend and future Secretary ef the Interior

under Taft, Walter L. Fisher, whe "greatly enjoyad" it. By 1910,

Crane had latched oen to the Preotocel's core 1dea, that there was

a millenia~0ld Jewish-Freemasonry conspiracy te dominate the world,

This is brought out most clearly in a letter to him sf August 27,

1910, from his good friend, the British writer and Ambassader, James

Bryce, who was about tes depart on a trip te Latin America:
I will d2 my best to make inquiries and ascertain anything
I can with regard to the simgular masonic movement,. Frem

~ time to time I have: heard things about its influence in

Eastern and Southern Europe, but never, ss far, in Latin
America, Some »f the other facts you tell me, espacially
regarding the Jews, are quite new to me. I suppose /The
masonic mevement/ has everywhere a streng anti-clerical

and in some cases even anti-religious character. The
Roman Church, of course, everywhere opppsed it.
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Not bashful about his views, Crane directly wrote President
Wilssn en February 10, 1913, that, except for Brandeis, "all af the
othrer Impertant Jews are first Jews and then Americans and do netb
hhesitate to sacrifice real American interests at any time for what
tkey conceive to be Jewish on%g{" In writing this, Crane pre=zumably
had most in mind Jacsb Schiff, wha, since at least:©1909, had besen
his bete neire. He blamed Schiff for his recall by President Taft

Q
as U.S. Minister to China. That action, he felt, was the result ef

a Japansse-Jewish cabal against him, because he had been an
putspeken defender af Russia and an oppenent of the 1305 indemnifi-
catien award te Japan by-mediatnr Thesdore Ressevelt; and, because
he defended Chinese interssts against the cembined efforts of the
Japanese and Jewish New Yerk bankers, such as Schiff, te raid that
country's resources. As Crans en June 13, 1933, would write
Celenel House:
I seemed to be the only outspoken friend the.Russians had...
anti-Semite,=- it ought to be a title sf honnr...ZThft was
hypnetized by Teddy's doctrine of giving the Jews at least
all they wanted....

Alsop, sosn after the incident of the recall itself, Crane wrote
his associate and adviser on Chinese affairs, Themas F. Millard, that
it was the Schiff/Warburg grsup of "Hamburg Jews™ which get Taft to
fire him; Millard fully agreed, perhaps in part because it was with
his guldance that Crane had given an impelitic speech in New York en
the China question, a speech which contributed te Taft's disillusian
with him, Still again, on April 5, 1916, Crsne wrote that the
German Jews

with Mr. Schiff at the head...have for a long time
contrelled the bridge between Russia and America and
se the 98 million Christians here have had no relations

with the 170 million over there /The U.S. having had

breken_relations with Russia under President Taft as
a result of Tsarist discrimination against American Jews/.
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Crane maintained that the Bolshevik Revolution represented
q
"net a revslutisn but a conquest" of Russia by the Jews. From
the time of that évent, he would see the Jews as a meneslithic
group: "The right wing of fine Jews which charm our Ilntellectuals
cut no ice in the organizatiosn (even in Palestine), the left wing
running right over it as it does everything and e veryone else,
but the right wing has to keep mum, hewever much it disapproves,"
In a remarkable display sf 1dedlogy everriding what had hitherte
been a warm friendship, Crane also could new say ef Lillian Wa%g{
that she
played a very impsrtant role in bringing absut the Russian
Revelutien., Tretsky was always in teuch with her and
fsllowed her erders. She always ceuld get any amsunt af
money from the Schiff-Warburg family, and the might before
Trotsky sailed for Russia, he and Jaceb Schiff had a secret
meeting at Miss Wald's, and Schiff turned over fifty thousard
dollars te Tratsky te use shepherding his flsck to Russia.
Interestingly, this stery is similar te that'centained im a
(forged)'documsnt; published in 1919 by a monarchist Journal at
Rastav-mnuthe-Daq,which was attributed to "the American Secret
Service™ and allegedly proved that the Bslsheviks received a large
subsidy frem Schiff to carry out the ravnluﬁéjp. Golng back even
further, Protocsls fslklore includes the myth that
The Russian Gevernment had learned that at meetings ef the
B'nal B¥rith in New York in 1893, Jacob Schiff had been
named chairman of the Committee on the revslutisnary movement
in Russia.
i The distinct - and intriguing - possibility should nst be ever-
losked that the "American Secret Service" source ef the Russian
menarchist article is the very =same as the "State Department Secret
Pelice™ source that Crane,.in a letter »f February 5, 1921, used as
the basis-for the above-cited story eof Schiff giving Tretsky fifty

thousand dsllars. In fact, a certain U.S. Army Intelligence sfficer



based in New Yerk late in the war,; Harris A. Houghtsn, M.D., 1s
generally credited with having published the first American editien

of the Pretocsls, under the title The Jewish Peril; he did.ss,

anonymously, ia 1920, Heughton had sbtained the matarial.during the
war from an ex-Tsarist agent, Basris Brasal, and, in 1919, sought
support for its broad dissemination; he alss conducted a press
briefing on it en February 9, 191%, in New Yerk,

Crane at tnat time wes in the city and, particularly given his
own interests, may well have known of Houghton's efferts. Msereover,
he and Houghtsn had several mutual acquaintances; Psr example, they
beth knew Maurice Lesn, whe was a Jewish lawyer in New York who helped
Brasal, Houghton and, later, Henry Ferd to identify "German Jewish
traitors" te tHETUSETERTINLEEY I ORTO O SoanSTeNHe brother of
Wilsen's Secretary ef the Navy, J. Daniels - C.C, nst only had Heughton
as his famiiy physician but alse helped Crarie's friend, Ferd, carry
sut his antisemltic cﬁmpaign as g paid staff-membeg. Given these
facts, amd recalling that Crane was Intimately involved in Kalidin's
anti-Bslshevik cause, which was based precisely in the Csasack region
where the mesnarchist jesurnal was published, sne canmnpt discsumt the
likeliueed that he and Heughton csoperated in having Pretocel material
"as widely and as wisely distributed as paasibuz.“ Their commen gesl
was to alert the U,S. to the true significance of the Belshevik meve-
ment in Russia and the need astively te oppese 1t,

Filaally, it should be noted that even in 1926, when many lsading
Americans had leng rejected Ford's antisemitic campaiggf and Ford him-

_ 51/ sending him
self was on the verge of disewnipg IT, Crans on November 18 was still /
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additianal propaganda, "thinking that i1t might psssibly be of

interest ts ysu er to your editor, "
VI

Prier to the Belshevik Revelution, Crane was able to speak in
pasitive terms about individual Jews and even about a werld Jewish
pelitical role far the Jewish pesple, such as their serving as a

2

"natural bridge between Eurspe and Asia." This tinge of pre-

Zionism was consistent with Crane's September 30, 191L, recsunting

sf hls recent cenversation with Preaident Wilssn:
I discussed...the situation ef the Jews af the world and
what we should try to de fer them when peace csmss, This
I had gone over with Mr., Brandels ne head of the pAmerican
Zienists7 en my last visit with him.? He 1s fast besceming the
most impertamt Jew ir the werld...inspired with longing te

serve his race and especially the pesperest and most down-
trbdden se oo

This drawing of distinctions,.as Bas been noted, erded with
the Revelutien, and, by the time sf the First Adminlistratisn sf
Franklin Reesevelt, Crane would write Fsrtuns magazine osn May 30,
1933, to cemplain absut "Felix Frankfurter = the very efficient
eyes and ears sf Brandeis - fight in the center of everything.se.o"
Similarly, he would write to Colenel Hsuse sn February l, 1933, that

It leoks as though Franklin has fallen entirely ints
é?bwisﬁ? hands. With Felix Frankfurter in the center sf
he Administratiocn, as a sert of Benes, the really last

'word will cesme from the Supreme Ceurt «8,, Brandeis?
and the race's ensrmous capacity for mIschief will be

axercised sverywhere witheut a whisper sr an eppesing
gesture from us.

The issue of U,3, immigration laws was a majser fecus of Crane's
attentisn during the 1920'=s and 1930's. He feught for tightening
53/

those laws:

If there wers a Jewish quota, as there should be, the
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numbers eof course wpuld be very small, but fhsy evade
the letter eof the law by coming in under national names.

In the 1930's, he warned against Jewish e ferts to control
the sffice of the Labsr Secretary "en account eof its influence on
immigration."™ On January 28, 1936, he wrote the President sn the
subject of

a movement underway te bring something like a 100,000
Jewslout of Germany....There are 100,000 tos many people
in Palestine already and...the Jews new swn mest sf the
valuable land. The place 8f all places fer the Jews te
go 1s Russia,

In a letter af May 24, 1933, published by the New Yerk Times,
Crane wrote that

The Germans are the best Infermed about cenditions in
Russia..../The Nationalist Gnvarnmeqﬁ7 1s going te block
the Commurlsts.,..Palestine is wide spen te Csmmunist
refugees, '

A majer disappsintment to Crane was Reesevelt's 1933 diplomatic
recegnition of the Seviet Unien - am'act which Crane dubbed "Jewish
recognition." He would write Lowell sn Nsvember 29 of that year:
"It seems to me that Germany has practically terken ever the moral
leadership of the world." Hewever, in June 1937, fellowing a visit
te the U.S.S.R., Crane remarkably changed hls tuns, He new
prensunced that the Russian pesple had rogaihed contrel of their
country; Russia, he wrote Rsesevelt on Octeber 2li, 1937, has a
"new permanent wave which I think will set quilte a fashien in the
next ferty or fifty years.,"

Kneswingly er nst, Crane, by this reversal sf pesition, prepared

fer him,
the ground for what otherwise would have beer/ had he lived a bit
lenger into 1939, a tetal disaster: the Moletov-Ribbentrep Pact.:

lere was a vivid justification, if ene can be found, fer-Virginia

Gildersleeve's calling Crane a "genlus,T if an "unusual and eccentric"




onee, In this instance, with Eitler in 1939-,1 embracing nat snly
the Russians but alse the Grand Mufti, the fsresightful Crane, had

he been able to sbserve these events, csuld snly have basked in

the delusory glory of seeing the apparent fulfillment eof his fondest
dreama: the drawing togetlher pf his beloved Russian pespls with those
of Germany and the Arab world as a core chrisfian-muslim cealition

against the all-pervesive forces of the Jewish-Freemasan conspiracy.
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This work 1s generally still accepted as the standard English=-
language history »f the Arab natlionalist movement. Fer exampls,

The Hignh Walls of Jerusalem,RSanders, 1983, p.583:"as fer the

Sherif Hussein, the Hejaz, and the Arab revslt, the standard
werk is Antonius." A Christian Palestinian Arab, Antonius vas
net enly a writer but, as pesinted sut bty RLacey in his Kinﬁdnm,
1982, a significant actor in his swn right in this movement. He
sepved after the war as Secretary te General Gilbert Clayton if
the Britich Qocupation Admlnistratisn, and he was the Secretary
te the Arab Delegation at the 1939 negotiatiens In Londen. It
should alse be noted that Antenlus was in the empley ef Charles
Crane; for example, ses Crane's letter of January 2L, 1934, and

Antsnius! letter of April 3, 1938.

The Harun £l=Rashid in the dedication was the patrsn of a brilliant

perisd of culture at Baghdad. (VGildersleeve!s Many a Gsod Crusade)

The Commission's sther leader was Henry C. Kihg, President of

Oberlin Cellege.

The text of the repsrt is contained in The Paris Peace Csnferencs,

U.S., State Department, Vol 12, pp 745ff.

As explained by William Pnillips, Assistant Secretary ef State,

in a letter to Crane of October 30, 1919: "I have read every

#Unless otherwise indicated, all unpublished ssurces

listed herein are to be found in The Papers of Charles

R. Crane, at the Bakhmetev Archives »f thae Celumbla
University Library.
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word of your raport, whicn, by the way, is a masterly document,
I do not belleve, however, that there is the slightest possibility

of your conclusisns being adopted by the Senate."

In a letter to CRC sf July 6, 1922, ex=President Wilson
authorized RSBaker's making "public the repsrt on Syria. Indeed
I think this is a very timely moment for its publication.™ The

text of the reposrt appearsd in Publisher and Edltor, Dscember 1922,

This 1919 letter (day/month unspecified) was from Abdel-Koder

Masaphen., The recommendatiens of the King-Crane Commission were
a standard feature sf Arab appeals to the West to curb Zioniam,
Fer example, see ibn-Saud's 1938 messags to President Rossevelt,

and the Arab Office (Washington) publication, Palestine: The

Selutisn, 1947,

The Chicago-based Crane Company, which is still in existence,
maufactures metals, Especially after irreconcilable"™ pslicy
disagreements in 1890 with hils father, as a result ef which he
"retired from busiress,"” Crane largely was freed ef day-te-day
office burdens anc was granted a liberal financial arrangement.
(For example, CRC letter of May 11, 1890). However, he continued
to have business interests and, in 1898, was instrumental in
Belping George Westinghouse obtain a $4million contract with the
Russian Gevernment fer installation of airbrakes on the Trans-

Siberian Railroad - a landmark in U.S.=-Ruszian commerd&éial relations.

For "practical phllanthrepy," see the dedication in Saudi Arabis,

KSTwitchell, 1947; and, Section III in the present text,



S See Section IIT in the text.
13. See Section IV in the text.,

11. See Sectizn II in the taxt,

12. Fer example, Many a Gopd Crusade,op cit, pp 171ff and JO7ff, in

the 1980 editien; and, American Protestantism and a Jewish State,

HFishman, 1973, p 85, As did Crane bafore her, Glldersleeve
" gorved as Chalirman sf the Board of Trustees of the American

Cellege for Girls at Constantineple.

13. Crane's selections »f these eff-the-beaten-path lands fellswed
naturally from the Impulse behind his inveterate travels: as a
young man suffering from "melanchsly" and "mervous illness™, he
began to travel "met fer tourism or study, but fer excitement.”
"k Gl

1b. The Papers of Wsodrow Wilson, ASLink, ed., 51 Volumes, to date,

Vel 28, p 353 and Vsl 30, v Lb.

15, 1Ibid, Vel 48, p 273; Vo1l 49, p 154. Alss®, The Making sf a
<tate, TGMasaryk, 1969, pp 273, 275.

15. Jan was then married to sne of Crane's daughters, Frances.
17. Taft acted, because of Crane's "inability to curb his tongus in’

public and nis headstrong desire to shape rather than executs

oolicy." (William Heward Taft,DAnderson, 1963, p 2L5)
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22,

23,
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26,

Telegram to CRC from the Chinese Gnvargment, January 16, 1931.
Communicatien from Mrs. W. Wilaon, February 23, 1524.

CRC Memsirs (unpublished), p 343.

ILetter to CRC, June 11, 1922,

CRC letter , January 8, 1923.

For example, letter to Congréssmaanish, Jr., May 19, 1933,
For the autheritative text of the cerrespsndence, and the

respective views of the British Government and the Arab

Delegation in London at the time, see UK Fereign Offlce:

Miscellaneous Papers #3 {1939), CMD 5957. For a comprehensive
sverview of the contrsversy surrosunding the Hussein-McMahsn

cerrespendence, see Scholarship and the Diplomatic Paots of

Israel, by Frank W. Brecher, in Jewish Secial Studles, Spring
1985,

CRC letter, January L, 192°. Crane had been a good friend of
Feisal's since thelr 1919 mesting in Damascus, and he kept a

hust of that leader in his heme.

Papers Relating to the Fsrelgn Relations of the United States,

U.S., State Department, Vel III fer 1927, p 825, telegram fram
Vice-Consul Park, March 15, 1927; alsp, letter to Crane froem

Park, July 27, 1927.
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28,

29.
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Ibid, pp 826-7: the State Department advised Park. on May
20, 1927, tnat the U.,S. is "net yet prepared to accerd formal
recsgnition to the native states which have been established in
the Arablen peninsula since the Werld War," because sf unsettled
political conditiens and "the unimportance of American interests,”
continua to
On February 10, 1931, the U.S. decided to/decline to recegnize
Yemen, but, as regards to Saudi Arabia, the State Department
informed the U.K. that, "there appears ts be no reason, hewever,
why this Gevernment should nst recsgnize the Gesvernment of King
Ibn Saud, previded that it is pessible to obtain certain
assurances frem that Government," such as Most Favored Nation
econemic treatment and justice fer foreignera, (Ibid, Vel II fer
1931, pp 547-50). Recognition was extended in May 1931, and
one can reasonably conclude that Crane played a facilitating
role in this development. It was not until February 1910 that
the U.S. sopointed an ambassader to Saudi Arabia, although

resident in Cairo. (Ibid, Vol IV fer 1939, pp 821-8)

Letter {rom Imman Yahya of Yemen, December 27, 1927; and,

KSTwitchell's Saudi Arabla, op cit, passim,

After his 1931 visit, Crans described the King, as f>llews:
"g fine type, much like Father Crane, Edissn, Ford, Westinghouse -
the great natural human brain entirely unspsiled by educatien
sources of the
except the education ef vital experience.," For the/text's dis-

cussisn of Crana's philanthrepic werk 1n Arabla, see Saudl Arabia,

op cit, pp 1L43ff,

CRC letter, June 18, 193l.
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33.
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35.

36,

Antonius' nstes on Crane's trips of the 1930's to Saudi Arabila

and the Levant are separately filed in CRC Papers.

CRC lettar, May 13, 1933; snd, Antonius! report of December 2C,
1933, on Crane's Cairs meeting of November 2L, 1933, The seven-
man group which met with Crane included, in additiosn to the
Saudl representative, al;Sabiq, Rashed Rida fnewspaper editor),
Shafik Pasha (Oriental Leagues), al-Bakri {religisus leadér),
Wali Pashi (ex-Cabinet Minister), Abdel-Rezek (theslogian), and

al-Marghi (past and future recter of Al-Azhar).

CRC letter, January 31, 193L.

Dodd's view_an_the'pswar of the Jews 1in Germany was remarkably

similar to that of President Roesevelt, as reported by David

Wyman, whse fefutes the alleged facts underlylng that view.

“fThe Abandonment of the Jews, DWyman, p 313 of the 1985 Pantheon

Gdition) o

As reported in an sbituary en Crane published by the New Yerk
Herald Tribune, February 16, 1939,

?Ittwas the suspicibn ampng American officials then serving in

".Jﬂhésia_thét*Mr. Crane himself was at that time giving private

fihanéial suppert to Kalidin." (Soviet=-Amarican Relations, 1917~

1920, GKenan, 1956, Vol I, pp 176=7). Kenan goes sn te say that,

-ﬁit would net be unreasonable to suppesse that Crane, too, urged

- Zﬁ}[S#?fgavernmental suppert to the Kaiidin-Alksyelv mevement.e.."
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and, that such private support as Crane's lacked "legal

suthorization.”

37 Crane, himself, was not concerned about the dogma of any partic-
ular religlon or denomination {(he was by family background a
Presbyterian), but rather about "the great spiritual movements

of the wonld." (CRC letter, November 10, 1926)

38. Warrsnt for Genecide,NCohn, 1969, passim. It should be nsted

that neither here ner in any of the following references te
published material concerning the Protocols, Ford's antisemitic

campaign, etc,, is Crane's name mentioned.

39. The Papers of V\/sodrew Wilson, op cit, Vel 27, pp 107-8.

40, CRC letters of November 26, 1909; April 5, 1914; December 12,
1523. Also, letters from Thomas F. Millard of QOctober 25, 1909;

and Charles W. Elist of January 12, 1915,

Lle CRC letter to President Coslidge, October 22, 1926. sSimilarly,
in a spesch oI Fabruary 2, 1922, at the National wWar Cellege in
Washington, he maintalned that Jews were the "proprietsrs of the
Far Eastern Republic" and the "backbone" of the Soviet's central
government and its machinery. Many other examples are availablé
of Crane's affort to equate the Bolsheviks with the Jews, who
represented a *threat to dominate ‘the werld and, therefors, should

be actively oppesed by the U.S. and the world's civilizations.

L2. CRC letter, February 21, 1931, reporting con what he had just

to1d Arab leaders in Jerusalem.
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CRC letters of February 5, 1921, and December 1l, 193L. Despite
this, he could still write Wald a most friendly letter on February
8, 1935, in which he confesses that, "I have felt very definitely
out of the world for several years and not very much intsrested
in it."™ 1In ene of fate's ceincidences, Crane in March 1917
happened to take the same ship from New York as did Trotsky,

bath heading, fer ospposite reasons, tos post-Tsarist Russia{
Crane frequsntly drew on his alleged direct observatisns sf
Trotsky and his friends during this voyage (Tratsky was taken

off the ship at Hallifax by the British, who retained him fer

a few weeks) tp buttress his criticisms of the Bolsheviks,

whom he regularly refarrsd to as "New York East Siders."

Warrant for Genocide, op cit, p 126,

The Truth About the Protocols »f Zion, HBernstein, 1935, p 38;

the auther notes that, "Schiff was never an officer or chairman

of aay Committee of the B'nal Birith."

Fer material on Heughton, see Ibid, passim; and, the press clips
in the file on Henry Ford at the American Jewish Committee library,

particularty the series by NHspgood In Hearst's International,

June-Novamber, 1922,

Ibid, and, re the Crane-lLecn connesction, see Gotthell letter to

CRC, July 5, 1913.

AJC flles, op cit.
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Sectlion II of the present text, the quotatlion regarding

Crane's view of the Husseln-lMcMahon cosrrespendence.

On January 16, 13721, nany leading Americans, including President
Wilson and ﬁenry Ce King, signed a press statsment objecting to
Henry Ford's antisemitic campaign. Crane, e the time, was in
China. Upon his return, he developed a closer relationship with
Ferd, whe repertedly sald of him fCHC letter of Jﬁnuary 25, 1926)
that "I was the only one who really understood him." Crane, in
1922, failed ts get Tlist to invite the Fsrds for a visit, Elist
explaining, in an August 3 letter to Crane, that, ameng ether
sbjections, "I should feel rather queer inviting /The Fords/ to
come over to see me...his qnbi-semitic campaign has seemed to

me positively pernicious." Of course, in the 1920's, Hitler

decorated Ford and incorperated the Protecols inte his swn writings.

He did so in a 1827 letter to the American Jewish Committese under

the pressure o a law sult by the absve-mentioned HBernstein.
CRC letter, March 2, 1915.

CRC latter to Saturday Evening Post, November 18, 1926,

CRC letter, December 2, 1932.

CRC letter, October 21, 1933.
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In the 1930t'3, Crane frequently gave it as his view that
London and Washington had already been captured by the Jews;
and, that Palestine was nc longer a "British mandate™ but

a "Jewish mandate."






