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TO PRINT, RADIO, TV 
ASSIGNMENT ED IT ORS 
SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. YURI V. DUBININ ANO ARMENIAN PRIMATE 
ARCHBISHOP TORKOM MANOOGIAN WILL PARTICIPATE lN CEREMONIES FOR 
PRESENTATION OF SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS BY AMERICAN . JEWISH WORLD 
SERVICE IN BEHALF OF SOVIET ARMENIAN RECONSTRUCTION AND RELIEF 
EFFORTS, INCLUDING AID TO 40,000 ARMENIAN AMPUT~ES. AT THIS SPECIAL 
MEETING OF SOVIET GOVERNMENT ANO ARMENIAN CHURCH AUTHORITIES, LAWRENCE 
PHILLIPS, CHAIRMAN OF AJWS INTERNATIONAL RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
OF AMERICAN JEWRY, WILL PRESENT CHECKS AS ACT OF DEEP JEWISH SOLIDARITY 
AND COMPASSION FOR VICTIMS OF ARMENIAN EARTHQUAKE. 

PRESENTATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 28, ELEVEN A.M. AT 
SOVIET EMBASSY, 1125 SIXTEENTH STREET, N.W., YOUR COVERAGE CORDIALLY 
INVITED. 

PLEASE CONTACT: 
RABBI MARC ~. TANENBAUM 
212-751-4000 

.. 

WARREN EISENBERG 
202-857-6545 



FOR RELEASE 
December 12, 1988 

ARMENIANS AND JEWS - A SHARED EMPATHY 

COMMENTARY 

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

All people of conscience must share the grief that overwhelms our Armenian 

neighbors during these tragic days. The natural catastrophe of the earthquake 
' which has resulted in the deaths of tens of thousands and the . destruction of whole 

villages in Soviet Armenia evokes deepest feelings of compassion and human solidarity. 

In the Jewish community, I have found a special sense of identification with 

the Armenian people in this trying time. Both Armenians and Jews are numerically 

small people. As one American Armenian aptly put it, "Armenia being such a small 

country, it doesn't matter if it's a member of the family or not. we take our 

losses very hard. Every single member is important." That could have been a Jew 

describing the ethnic closeness of the Jewish people. 

Both Armenians and Jews have had long and often painful histories dating back 

to Biblical times. The Talmud suggests that there were Jewish communities in Armenia 

since the Babylonian dispersion (Sanhedrin 94A). Armenians, like Jews, have a 

homeland and a diaspora which figure centrally in their religious and national 

consciousness. 

In recent times, Ambassadors Oscar Straus and Henry Morgenthau played crucial 

roles in seeking to end the 1915 massacres· of Armenians, and they have become 

authentic heroes among knowledgeable Armenians. 

When I was working as consultant on the NBC-TV Holocaust series in the 1970s, 

one of the first people to respond with deep understanding of the Nazi victimization 

of the Jews was Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, Primate of the Armenian Church. 

"Armenians understand Jewish suffering," he declared publicly. 

Now it is our turn to respond with equal sympathy and caring. The Armenian 

churches, and major relief groups listed in newspapers, are key places to provide 

help . In the Jewish community, the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 

(JDC, 711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017) and the American Jewish World Service 

(AJWS, 729 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116) are mobilizing Jewish relief for the 

Armenian people. 

*Rabbi Tanenbaum is director of international relations of the American Jewish 
Committee. 
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January 4, 1989 

His Excellency 
Yuriy V. Dubinin 
Ambassador E. and P. of the Union 

of Sovi~t Socialist Republics 
to the United States 

Embassy of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republ ics 

1125 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Ambassador Dubinin, 

lns1i1utt! of Htiman R<;la tions 
165 E(Jst 56 Street 
New York, N.ew York 10022·2746 
212 751-4000 : FAX : 212 319·0975 

It was· a genuine privilege for my colleagues and myself to 
meet with you on December 28t~ at the Soviet Embassy in con­
nection with the American Jewish World Service presenta tion 
of its check fo~ ArmenJan Relief. 

We sincerely hope that this modest contribution will help 
bring meaningfully relief to the Soviet peoples who have 
suffered so terribly during the trag ic earthquake. 

As you so rightly declared, the spirit of compass ion and . 
caring which animated our people is more sign ifi cant than 
the actual dollars that were contributed. 

We trust there will be other occasions fo r our meetings and 
discussion, but resulting from constructive reasons rather 
than this tragedy which brought us together. 

With wa rm personal good wishes to you and your colleagues, 
I am, 

Respectfully yours , 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Inte rnationa l Consultant 

MHT:RPR 
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.. TheAmericanJewish ~Committee 

January 4, 1989 

The Honorab.le 
Andrei Parastaev 
First Secretary 
Embassy of the Union of Soviet 

Socialist Republics to the 
United States 

1125 16th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

Dear Minister Parastaev, 

Institute of Human Relations 
165 Easi 56 Street 
New York. New York 10022-2746 
212 751-4000 ! FAX: 212 .319-0975 

I was pleased to have the opportunity to meet in person 
Ambassador Oubinin and yourself during our December 28th 
presentation of the American Jewish World Service contri­
bution to Armenian Relief. 

I am especially grateful for your warm personal cooperation 
in helping make this significant event possible. 

Enclosed please find a copy of a wire story issued by the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency which is sent to Jewish communi­
ties tnroughout the- world. 

Hay I ask a favor of you? I~ would be important for our 
leadership to have some knowledge of how this presentation 
was covered in the Soviet press, radio and TV. I wonder if 
it is possible to obtain copies of those reports? 

Wi.th warm personal good wishes, I am, 

yours, 

· ,,~~. .,,, --
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
International Consultant 

MHT:RPR 



FOR RELEASE: AFI'ER 11 : 00 A. M. , WEINESDAY, 
DECEMBER 28, 1988 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The American Jewish World Service, an international relief and 

develoJ!Dent organization of the American Jewish community, today presented checks 

aggregating $75,000 to Soviet Ambassador to the United States, Yuri V. Dubinin, 

and Armenian Primate, Archbishop Torkom Manoogian, for reconstruction and relief 

aid ~o Soviet Annenian victims of the December 7th earthquake. An estimated 55,000 

people died, and S00.,000-700,000 were left homeless . 

The presentat~on was made by Lawrence Phillips, chainnan of the board of the 

American Jewish World Service, as "an act of deep solidarity and compassion felt by 

American Jews for the Armenian people who have suffered such vast tragedy." 

Mr. Phplips added that the American Jewish Wor ld Service , which supports relief and 

village-level agricultural and health care programs in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, 

wishes through this gesture to strengthen nrutual understanding and helpfulness 

between the Soviet and American peoples, and thereby contribute to inteni.ational 

peace and a more humane world. 

Soviet Ambassador Dubinin expressed the appreciation of his govel11lllent and the 

Soviet peoples for the fimµ1cial aid provided by the American Jewish World Service. 

Archbishop Manoogian, primate of the Annenian Church of America, reported that 

on his recent visit to Soviet Armenia h7 learned that there are an estimated 40,000-

50,000 amputees, many of whom are beneath the age of 18. The archbishop, in expressing 

his gratituQ.e for the aid provided by the American Jewish World Service, said that 

much of these funds would be used to seek to rebuild the lives of the amputees as 

well as for other rehaqilitation programs. 

Mr. Phillips was accompanied by American Jewish World Service Board Members, 

Warren Eisenberg, B'nai B'rith International; Henry Everett, businessman and philan­

thropist; ·Henry Morgenthau III, writer and producer; Ruth Morgenthau, professor at 

Brandeis University; Peter Rabinowitz, Boston management consultant; Anne Roiphe, 

writer; Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, American Jewish Committee; and Herbert Weiss, 

Boston attorney. 



AMERICAN JEWISH WORLD SERVICE 
1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104 (212) 541-5200 FAX: (212) 468-7398 

Chairman 
Lawrence S. PhiUips 
President 

Fo1t Re.le.Me.: A6te1t 11: 00 A. M., We.dnuda. 
Ve.c.embe1t 28, 1988 

Laurence R. Simon 

WASHINGTON, V.C. - The. AmeJU.c.a.n JeJIJ.{,6h Wo!th:J. Se.1tv-<.c.e., a.n -<.nte1tna..U.ona.l 1telle.6 a.nd 
de.velopme.nt Oll.ga.Mza..U.on 06 .:the. AmeJU.c.a.n Je.w..i..lih c.ommu.ndy, :t.oda.y p1tue.nte.d c.he.c.h..6 
a.gg1te.9a..U.ng $80, 000 :to Soviet AmbM.6a.do1t to the. Unde.d St.a.tu, Yu.Jti V. Vu.binin, 
a.nd Alune.rUa.n PJU..ma.te., A.ltc.hbi.l>hop To1tk.om Ma.noogia.n., 601t 1te.c.on6tltu.c.tion a.nd 1r..elie.6 
a.id to Sov-<.et Alune.rUa.n v-<.~ 06 :the. Ve.c.e.mbe1t 7th e.a.M:hqu.a.k.e.. An uthna.te.d 
55,000 people. die.d, a.nd 500,000 - 700,000 Welte. le.6t homele..&.6. 

The. p!t.ue.nta.U.on Wa..6 ma.de. by La.w1te.nc.e. S. Ph.illip.6, Cha-i.Junan 06 the. Boa.ltd 06 :the. 
AmeJU.c.a.n Je.w.<Ah Wo!tld Se.1tv-i.c.e., M "a.n a.a 06 de.e.p .6olida.!t.ily a.nd c.ompM.oion 6elt 
by AmeJU.c.an ]eJ,1.J.6 601t the. Alune.rUa.n people. who have. .6u.fi6vt.e.d .ou.c.h vM:t .tJc.a.ge.dy." 
MIL. Phillip.o a.dde.d tha.t the. AmeJU.c.an Je.w..i..lih Wo!tld Se1tv-<.c.e., whic.h .ouppo!t.U 1telie.6 
a.nd v,{,,Uage.-.le.vel agltic.u..l:tu.!t.a.i and he.a.Uh c.a.1te. p1t.ogJta.IT!h in A6!t.ic.a., lv.ii..o., and 
La..U.n AmeJU.c.a., wi.ohu,. tlvwu.gh thi-0 ge~twte., tc .6.t.lte.ng:the.n mu..tu.a..e. u.nde.lt.6:t.anding 
a.nd- help6u..lnu.o bet.we.en the. Sov-<.et a.nd AmeJU.c.a.n pe.op.lu, and the.1te.by c.ont!t.ibu.te. 
to -<.nte1tna..U.ona1. pe.a.c.e. and a moJLe. hu.ma.ne. wo!tld. 

Sovi..et AmbM.oa.doJt Vu.bi..ni..n e.x.pJc.u.oe.d the. app1te.c..i..a.:ti.on a 6 hi-0 gove1tnme.nt ctnd the. 
Sov-let pe.op.tu 601t the. MnanUal. a.id pJLovide.d by :the. AmeJU.c.a.n J~h Wo!r.ld 
Se1tv-i.c.e. 

Altc.hb.<.Ahop Mctnoog..i.a.n, plti..ma.te. o 6 the. Alune.n-<.an Chu.JLc.h o 6 AmeJU.c.a., JLe.polt:te.d 
tha.t on hi-0 1te.c.e.nt vi.l>a :to Sov,(.et Altme.rUa., he. le.aJtn.e.d :tha.t :the.1te. a.1te. an 
uti..ma.te.d 40,000-50,000 ampu.te.u, many 06 whom a.1te. be.ne.a.th the. age. 06 18. The. 
A.ltc.hbi.l>hop, in e.x.p1r..u.oi..ng hi..-6 gJLa.t.Uu.de. 6oJL .the. a.id p!tovide.d by :the. AmeJU.c.a.n 
Je.w..i..lih Wolf.id Se1tv.i.ce, ¢a.id .tha..t mu.c.h on .thue. 6u.ncl6 woui.d be. U.6e.d to .oe.e.k. 
:to 1te.bcUld the. live;., 06 :the. a.mpu.te.u M well.. M 6oJL othelt 1te.habi..Uta..U.on 
pMgJU:Un.6 . 

The. . Ame.!t.ic.~n . J ~~ h Wo/t.f.d . Se.1tvic.e. BoaJLd Me.mb~ wh~ a.c.c.ompa.n..i.e.d MIL. Phillip.o, 
C~a.n on P~p.6-Van .He.U.6e.n Co1t.p0Jta..t,lon, Welte. W~e.~ E.i;¢e.n.be.1tg, B'nai 
B JU..t.h I nte1tna.tiona.l; He.n1ty Eve1te.tt, P1r.uide.nt, Le.Un.g.ton A.o.6oc.i..a.tu; 
He.My ~oJLge.~hau.. III, W!t.itelt and p1todu.c.e1t; Ru.th MoJLg~nthau., P1tofie..6.60JL at 

. Blta.nde,u., UnA.ve.lt.6-Uy; Pe.te1t Ra.b-<.nowili, P1tui..de.n:t, PAR A.6.tJoc...i.a.tu; 
Anne. Roi..phe., wJU..te1t and Rctbbi Ma.1tc. H. T a.ne.nba.u.m, Ame.!t.ic.a.n J e.w.<A h Cornm<fte.e.. 

National Office: 729 Boylston Street, Boston, MA 02116 (617) 267-6656 Telex: 69726_85 FAX: (617} 266-3511 
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F01t MI..E.{SE: AFTE1t 11 A.M., WEDNESDAY.DEC. 28, '88 

'VA'S'HINGTON', D.C. - 'lbe Ainerican Jewish W~rld Sevvice, an international relief and 

development erganizatien of the American Jewish community, teday ~resented checks 

aggregati~ $75,000 to Soviet Abieassador to 'the United .states, .Yuri v. Dubinin, arnl 

tmmr Armenian Prim.ate, Archbishcp Terkom Manoegian, for reconstruction and relief aid 

to Soyiet Armenian victims of ~he ' Oeo. 7th earthquake. An estim~tea 55,000 peo~le died, 
and 500;000-700;000 were 1eft homeless. · . · · 

The presentaUen was ma~e. br Lawrence Phillipa, chairman of the ooarcl of the · 

American Jewish World Sefvice, ::/"an act of deep Hlitiarity and com~assion felt hy 

A!herican Jews fer the Armenian people who hgse si.tffere~ such tie.st tregedy.• Mr. Phillips 

adde~ that the Ameri~an Jewish World Service, vhich sup,•rts relief and vil~age-level 

agri~tural and health ~are ~rograms. in Africa, Asia, am Latin America/, 
<...:...-- • 

~shes threugh this gesture to stre~han mutual .understanding an4 hel,fulness between 
---.., 

the Soviet and American ~eo~les, and therelisy centribute te international p:xa&!llQC peace 

and a mere humane w~rld, 

Seviet Amt?assader Dubinin e:qtressed the apprecllation ef his government and 

the Seviet ~eeples fer the finan4tal aid~rVTie~ by the American Jewlsb V9rl~ Service. 
. '~~ <rti ~ (yt/"w.<wl4,, ctu..t~ c4 ~} 

Archbishop Maneeglant,(iLl:llx retterted tb8t on his recent vi3i~ t• Si3Viet 
~ . . 

Armenia~· ~e learned that there ~an. estimated 40,000-50,000 am~ute!s; many ef whG>m · 

are beneath of the age of 18. '.fhe archbishop, in expressing his gratitude for the 

aid ~rovided by the American Jewish World Serv~ce, said that much of these fmnds llli>uld 

be used to seek to revuild the lives of the amputees QS well as ror ethsr rebabili•ation 

programs. 

Mr. Phillips was accompanied by American Jevish World Service Board Members, 

Wtu:r&ri Bi"Seltberg, B''ha1 1' 1rith Iriternatlona; Ra~t-Mare-H • ..J.'aaenbaum, ~meY:icaA LJ..,ish 
Q._~-

Co;!!Mittee; Herla0 rt Vei ss,~A attaFne', Peter ~~on msna~emeAt ccmsnl!:aDt>; . 

·~Lt?~~~~ 
Warren Eisenberg, B'nai 1' 1 rith Internation!ll;' Henry Everett, businessman and philanthropist; 

Henry Morgenthau III, writeP and p~ducer; Ruth ~ergenthau; professor at Brandeis 

University; Peter Rabinevi.tz, 89sten management censultant; Ahne ltoiphe, writer; 

Rab~i Marc H. Tanenbaum, American Jewish Committee; and Herhert Weiss, !oston attorney. 






