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Jews Protest
apal Visit With
Waldheim

A possible meeting be-
tween Pope John Paul I1 and
Austrian President Kurt
Waldheim during an upcom-
ing papal visit to Austria
may violate an agreement
that Jewish leaders t.hought
the{ had negotiated with
high Catholic officials in
Miami last tember.

A letter sent by members of
the International Jewish
Committee on Interfaith Con-
m;ll?t.iom regarding ttﬁ:: prob-
able meeting was * most
SNAID : wo]‘dd ¥ S

Jewish Congress.

‘“We object not only to the
substance of the announce-
ment,” said Steinberg, “‘but
we thought there was a pro-
cedure in place whereby we
would receive some consulta-
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tion or warning, as t.heag'me-'

ment said, ‘to avo,ic.I. future

misunderstandings.

The World Jewish Congress
is one of five constituent
organizations of IJCIC. Other

- members are the Israel Inter-

faith Association, the
ican Jewish C itt

American
aBl;ﬁmt'heB'rith Inumaﬁon:l‘
America. '

brands, president of the
Vatican's Commission for
Jews, warns that further
meeti between the

al;n;i aldheim “could

the most serious implications
for Vnticm-.lewia; :Rirlam;’n:.k

Aceonhng‘ to ew Yo

Times, Vatican officials have
confirmed that the pope and
Waldheim may meet as

as three times in keeping with.

protocol.
The 1JCIC letter did not
ask for a meeting between
Jewish officials and Cardinal
Agostino Casaroli, the
Vatican secretary of state
“We felt we'd been down that
road before and accomplished
nothing,” explained
Stein! 3

Ins the letter asked for
a response from Cardinal
Willebrands to evidence
about Waldheim's activities

:l’;e anGi.ntelligen' ce oiﬁeerd ' in
erman army during
World War I1.
An intemattl'.ional commis-
sion is currently investigating
charges that Waldheim par-

ticipated
Jews and Yugoslav partisans
in the Balkans during his ar-
B i acknovicaged
t has
that he served in the German
army, but has -denied any
knowledge of the atrocities.
Waldheim's meeting with
the pope at the Vatican last
June outraged Jewish leaders
and triggered a major set-
back in efforts to improve
Catholic-Jewish relations.
Jewish leaders discussed

" their dismay in ings with
t
fi

algope and Catholic of-

doutside Hu:]:le gn Sept.
and again with the pope
during his visit to Miami on
Sept. 11.

erome Chanes, associate

national affairs director of the
National Jewish Communit;
said “Catholic-Jewish rela-
tions in America are cordial.
But it is Vatican-Jewish rela-
tions that are inherently pro-
blileematic. This is anothe:h;:f
the unpleasant surprises that
have been visited upon us
this present Vatican ad-
ministration.”
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Statément_by_Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbéum, Chairmaﬁ of IJCIC
' Thé statementhby Elan Steinberg of the Woprld Jewish Congress
in JTA, Jah, 11, was entirely his personal utterqacé and in no way
bs tp be construed as exnressing the views of IiCIG.

Both t he tone and substance of his commentw do not reflect the
‘concensus of IJCIC which ‘was expressed with precision in the }mter
approved by all the member agencies and sent over my signature 'as
chairman to Catdinal Willebrands.

=k
The statement in that ietter, and thaﬁ alone, has standing;
as official IJCIC policy. By universal agreement of R igC1C member
sgencies, that letter E:;i not/;g released unt1l Cardinal Wlllebvands
has had an anpo"tunify to read it end respond to our concérns. The
to the oress

leaklng of the dreaft text of that IJCIC 1etter/15 utterly 1rreSpon31b1e,

and v101ates the dlsclpline of IJCIC.



POPE JOHN PAUL II REVISES AUSTRIA'S HISTORY
by Marc H., Tgnenbaum
L
Pope John Paul II, spititaal leader of immense moral and
We s also a Sevveut ?uhsi. waktewalist

intellectual stature, did not serve the cause of histovic truth and
Justice during his recent five-day pastoral visit to Austria.
Whatever his motivations, he gave moral credibility to delusions =

e
B78AxXI3¥xX that have pervaded Austria for mara most of the past

fifty years since the Anschluss.

On his arrival in Vienﬁa, Ehe Pope inaugurated hislgxzkﬁxxi visit
by confirming two of the great deceptions of contemporary Austrian
history. Pirst, he said, Austria was'the fviqtiﬁ...of the cwuel tyranny"
inflicted by tha Nazis. Second, Austrian Catholics were essentially
innocent victims - "among the many who were versecuted" - by the
Nazi regime. As *the wovld knows,lhg}got mention the uniquely demonic
destruction of the Jews, neither then nor during-his homily at the
infamous Mauthamuen concentration camp.

The plain historic fact is that neighér of those "gictim"
devictions are t rue, The Allies indeed conferred the status of victimsz
on Austria theough the 19,3 Moscow Declatation,mainly =mimx to stimulate
Ammtrian resistance to the Nazis; But that ficfion has ohscuréd the
contrary reality, namely, that the majority of the Austrians healously
welcomed Agolf Hitler from the.very beginning of his annexation of thepr
" countpy,_and implemented his evil policies of sadiétic anti;Semitism
ﬁitb a fury that often oﬁtmatdhed egen that of many Germans,

-Those of us who lived through that traumatic period cannot

reconcile that "victim" image with the film clips of some half million

Austrians dxar deliriously cheering their fellow cbuntryman, Hitlerp,
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in the Heldenpls tz amidst

as he addressed them on March 13, 1938, )
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fluttering waves of swastikas, | _ )
The Times of London wrote at that time that "few conquepors in ﬁistcry

have had such a reception. No adjective sufficeskn to describe the

juﬁilation...There are no_signs.of a people'bowing unwi}lingly to the .
' foreign yoke." ) _ 3
When Hitler conducted a plebicite on Anril 10, 1938, 4,270,000 _
Aﬁatvians voted in fagor of the annexation, while 1ess than 12,000
P
voted in Opnosition. The Anschluss was"legitimzed" by an Aystrian &

majority of 99. 75 per'cent"
Prepetticnally, nslPr-f. Georga Berkley has neted, many mers Austrians jeinad
the Nazi party - end_out ef fun-- duriﬁg the saven ye;r énnéxation that did the
i¥filen:rn:m:ue: - ene out ef feurteen - during the twelve years of the Nazi ngime.
A millien Austrians feught in the Nazi armies, while enly 10,000, mest ef them
Jews, jeined the Alliad ernies. Hesistanca te the Hazis wvas feeble due te the inability
to generate any meaningful popular support until the final dayg ef the war. "R large
percentage of the pepulation,” writes Sre”, Welter B. Mass, "enly turned against
the Nazis when 1§ became clear they were lesing the uar.5
Dr. Simoﬁ Wiesenthal asserts t..hat seme ferty paré;ent ef the Nagil SS who'.
sresided ever the death éamps were Eustfiana, and he helds Austrians resvensisle
for three millien Jewish daaths; well o%ar half ef these Jaws kilied in the Helecaust.
These facts led Pref. Berkley to:canclude in his study, "Vienna and Its Jews," that
PAlthough tens of theusands of Germans energetically and eften enthusasiically
participatgd in tﬁe.slaughtér of Jews, the Helecaust frem Hit2er on dewn was aven.
" mere of an Austfian phenomenen than a Germen one.™ |
In the fede éf thogs brute realities, it is incemsrcshensible that Pepe

Pehn Paul II, arciter ef faith and merals, weuld aveid er deny these truths.



He less mipdi—wseggling was the Pepe's revisienist doacriptiuﬁ ef Cﬁtholics as
pessive victims., The historie recerd simply dees not sustein that distertien.

It 1s cemmon knewlsdge ameng histerians and witnesses that when Hitler
Brsalsad the berder inte Austria, Theeder Cardirual Innitgzer, primste of tis Austrian
Cathelic chureh, sent the Fuhrer a message of warn welceae, eﬁﬂ nublically ealled
on the Cathelic foithful te pledge their Nasi rulers cemslets ebedience. Cordinel
Innitzer then erdered Vienns's churches te e festeened with swastilas and their
Bslls te »e rung en Hitler's triumphant entry inte the ciltiy. ﬂe glse called en the
Catholic faithful te effer preyers ef thgnksgiving fer Hitler and his Nazi regime
in the Sunday liturgy.

On the day after Hitler's arrival in Vienna, Cardinal Innitzer met him
in his hetel and assured hi: that Austria's Cgthelics weuld bs his mest leoyal
fellewers as sleng as he granted the Church end its instituiens the rights he had
formally accerded the Germzn church in the 1933 Ceoncerdat.

Three days later, thé Austrien Cathslic Episcopate issued a subléc statement
praising the accomplishments ef Natlenal JSecialism end urged apereval ef the
annexation by their Pellewers. Cn Mgreh 27, Austria's sisheps publisﬁed a létter
saying, "We jeyfully recegnize that the Hatirnal Soclalist mevsment hss ereduced
and is oreducing eutstanding achisvements...On plebicite day it will be eur self-
sviient duty os bishops, and eur national duty as Cermans, te declars eurselves
in suppert of the Meich, We expect all faithful Catho}ics_te acknewledze what they
owe their natien.”

| Thus, the Auaﬁrian Catholie Church ~ fer frem vsing & passive vietinm -
gave Hitler avmexmfm pewsrful suppert end respectebility at a tims when his "upstert
regime™was desserate fer international érestiga. The overvhelding suppsrttsgtﬂustrian
Catholics demonstrated in the subseguent pledicite en the Anschluss demenstratee how
eriticel e rele the church played in helping usher Hitler inte pewer.

Six menths latef, howewsr, the Church and Cztholics were victimized whan

Hitler, vielating the premises he made to Cardinal Ianitzer, cracked down on

Catholic institutions. He clesed dewn theolegicsl semimries, church scheels, ferbade
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Se there wgs in fact vittimizatien of Austrian Catholics, but te cencentrate
mkewbivityx selectively on tha& fate without acknewledging in any.way the crucial -
rele that Austrian Catholics played in helping establish Hitler and his regime is
ne less than a digiertion of historic truth. . |
Nlt_inc{dentally, it needs slse te be acknewledged that the Austfian Catholic
-hierarchy demenstrated ne public concern ever what was h;ppening te the Austrian
Jews. A smell number ef lewer clergy did risk helping Jewish victims, But the
ksm Austrian church's efforts er pretests in eehalf of th#ik the Jews were
sractically non-existent. ’ T
There was d daep and widQSpreadx hatred in Austria fer Jews, nurtured by
vcenturies of traditinnalist Shurch "teachings ef contempt™ which aanctio:;;\bhe
demonization of Judaism and the Jewish peesle. That weceme the engine ef g
particularly virulent ferm of anti-Semitism in Austria which resulted in the -
deaths ef some 110,000 Jeus out of a pre-war pepulation ;f 2C0,000.
The failure of the Pope te refer even ence in his opening remarks and
especially at the kex hideousMmk Maidemmitx Meuthausen pancéntration camp te _
the singularly vicious.victimization ef Ausfrian Jewry inevitablpx is received
with the deepest offense by werld Jewry which has memerized this abemina®le history.
during his meeting
Pope Jehn Paul II did make a "goed" meving speech/with Austrian Jewish
leaders, He condemned anti-Semitism and anti-Jewish activity, end said, “We must
remember the Shogh and make certain that it is never repeated.® But that was his
"Jewish wpeech." His "Austrian® Qnﬂ "Catholic" speeches were Judenréin, and it is
the Austr}ans and the Catholic majority peoculation of Austria that needs te hear
those‘admonistiona spacificallf,.concrotely, espetially in light ef its fifty-year
denial of its horrendous Nezi and anti Semitic sast. | -
His seVSral brief meetings with Waldheim, whe symbolizes that denial and

Iying.ahaut Austria's past as well as his own, only underscered an implied sanction

of that amnesia of respensibility for Austrian Nazism.
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I have met with Pope John Paul II an‘four geparate eccasions since his elevation
te the Papacy. I kkimwxx believe he 1s probably one of thé most intellectual Pepes in
recent history, and ié a decent man who cares abeut truth and justice.

But he is alse % fervent Polish nationalist. I wender whether his Pelish
seﬁl is net a key ferce which is contributing to this revisionism of the Nazi
holocaust and the deemphasis of the mmgix unique tragedy-of the Jewish people.

Prom numerﬁus conversations with Pelish Catholics, it is clear that there is
a widespread rasaptment among many Polish people that "the world" has not acknowledged
the suffering and victimization of the Polish nation in an} way cemparable to the
unidersal awareness of the Jewish tragedy at the brutal bands of the Nagzis. '

When we met with Pepe John Paul II at Castel-Gendelfhlon'Septsmber 1, 1987,

he greeted out Jewish delebation with these werds: "Today is the anniversary of th;'

Nazi invasion of Poland. I knew of the suffering of the Jewish peeple at the hands:

‘of the Nezis. I alse know ef their destruction of my Polish natien.”

In hi=x
In the Polish depths of his seul, is the Pepe seeking te achieve a meral

quﬁ;valency vetween the victimization of the Jowish people and the Polish weople

in erder te bring about a greater recognition ef the loss ef three millicn Poles

during World War IIf If that is tﬁa casé, is it gerally necessary-and honest- te
minimize and relativize the Jswésh tragedy in erder to maximize understandigﬁ the
?oiish tragedy? | ‘

When Poles and Jéws‘meet to discuss the Nazi helecaust, almest invariably
at the outset Jewish survivors speak passimnately abeut Pelish Cathelic anti-Semitism
and the rols of many Pelish Christians in helping the Nazis murder Jows. Poles raspoﬁd
by speaking with egual passion about how mshy Pelish Christians helped save Jawish
lives. Thus, thefg is denial on both.sidas. |

I have an incrgesingly clear sense that Pope John Paul II has that issue
of.assumsd Polish and Cathelic guilt on his conscience, as much as he may have Austrian

~

and Vatican cémplicity in mind. His ststement to the sustrian Jewish leaders th-t-
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"It weuld be unjust 2nd net truthful to charge Christisnity with these
unspeakable crimes™ weould seem to be an ki intellectual effort to sbselve .
Potish Catholicism,wsxwek¥x the Polish peeple, as well as the'_klﬁhurch generally
in 1light af his.daég'feelings:that Peland was a-massive ?ictims ef Nazi aggressien. -
The Nazis ware'“lunatica,ﬁ heliiz saying, and the Poles, Austrians, and other
Catholics were tﬁe' vhotimn o Aint lunacy.

The histeric reality is clearly more compléx thaﬁ that. Jews had no
military ﬁouar in Chriétiaﬁ Europe, and were universally victimized in countries
" of anclent Christian culture and civilization domiﬁatad by the Nazis. Christians =
gnd soecifically Catholies - wéfe alse victims, but they were surely at ihe |
same time among the hests of vicious Nazi murderers. -

fustria - with its singular histery of devotion to Nazism and its
racist, an£i-Semitie peliéiés 7 ;nd practices -'was'the‘place to assert thgt
complex ambiguity.. Millions of young Austriasa, German, Polish and other
Catholic yotiths whe are finally struggling te faéa the silences and éenials of
their fathers and grandfatheés deserved to receive much guidance and enceuragement

from their Holy Father te accept net collective guilt, but collective respeamsibility.



WILL THE REAL PCPE JCHN PAUL II STAND UP?

by Mare H. Tanenbaum

Phe Vatican's announcement thsat Pope John Paul II will make an
unprecedented visit to the Great Synagogue in Rome would, under normal
circumstances, evoke a most positive attitude among many in the
Jewish communityg) - olics as well, Since
no previous Popg?ever’ paid a coubtesy visit to the Chief Rabbi of

Italian Jewry, such an act should be filled with symbolic meaning

of recomciliation—sand mutual respect. G J&JLWEL“ﬂh

Truth to tell, the announcement of that visit has stirred wide
enxiety in the Jewish community, especially among those of us who have
been committed to promoting understanding between Catholics and Jews

over the past twenty years since the close of Vatican Council II.

Why the anxiety? The mixed reaction grows out of the fact
that Pope John Paul II has been giving increasingly mixed signals
about his theological attitudes toward Jews, Judaism, anti-Semitism,
the Nazi holocaust, and the Staté of Israel. That perplexity exists
not only in the Jewish streets, but increasingly asmong Jewish svecialistw
in Jewish-Christian relations, like myself,

Ever since his election to the Papacy some seven years ago,

a number of us who studied his writings and record felt that we might

have a svecial friend in the Vatican in the person of this Pope,





