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Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum

October 4, 1989

Sir Sigmund Sternberg
London, England

SOME PRELIMINIARY SUGGESTIONS FCR POSSIBLE PROGRAMS IN POLISH-JEWISH RELATIONSS

1) A survey of the activities taking place in Poland to advance knowledge and
mutual understanding betwsen the Polish and Jewish peoples - seminars, institutes;
academic research, Seminary courses, books, religious and secular publications,
mass media. (One example is the International Symposium on Bibliographies of
Polish Judaica, held in Cracow, July 1983)

The purpose of such a survey would be to obtain a more complete perspective on
what progeess has been made and what remains to be done in advancing mutual
knowledge and respect between the Polish asnd Jewish peoples. In short, to provide
a map: for future work.

2) An international symposium to be held in Poland in 1990 of Polish and Jewish
scholars, religious leaders, and mass. communications experts on the history

of Polish-Jewish relations. (The International Congress held in Vienna in
November 1988 on "Christians and Jews in a Pluralistic World" is an excellent
model. Lord Weidenfeld's leadership in this experience would be of inveluable
importance in planning such a congress in Poland.)

The assugption of such a gathering is that there is a vast mutual ignorance
which separates Polegand Jews, and an effective congre”ss would help stimulate
further initatives. for meeting this urgent need.

3) A symposium of Polish Catholic church leaders and Jewish leaders from the
major branchess of Judaism to be held in Poland in 1990. The thrust of such

a symposium would be to examine "The Image of Jews and Judaism in the Polish
Catholic Church" and "The Image of Poland and the Polish Catholic Church in
Jewish Culture and Education ."

4) A scientific content analysis of the portrayal of Jews and Judsism in
Polish textbooks - religious and secular - as well as in popular litsrature,
and journals. A parallel study would be carried out on the presentation of

the Polish nationzx and the Polish Cstholic Church in Jewidsh teaching materials.
The findings would orovide the basis for remedying negative portrayals or
stereotypes, replacing them with truthful and historically accurate narratives:

5) A joint steering committee of Polish and Jewish leaders should be organized
to "monitor" problem areas in order to prevent problems from becoming magnified
into crises.

6) A special symposium of theologians on a theme such as respective Polish
Catholic and Jewish understandings of "Death, Martyrdom, and Mourning," could
be helpful if held at a reasonably early date.

These brief suggestions could orovide a context for elaborating other
proposals and stmategies for overcoming miésunderstanding and promoiing mutual

knowledge leading to reciprocal respect.
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