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Meneptah (19th Dynasty) Jews have lived
in the Land of Giza (Goschen Land) close
to the Synagogue in the City of Giza,
where the prophet Moses used to pray and
worship God. =
f" LN
Before Moses left Egypt he pmyed
there for the last time leaving unmistakable
traces or mark signes which proi'g “his ex-

A
istence in Egypt in those early tlmes\

During the reign of the Bahyll::miluil
King Nebuchadnezzar (606 - 538 B.C.) the
Jews who returned with their prophet Jes
remiah. They accidentally found the Mark-
of Moses close to the city of Giza and’
there they built a Synagogue in the name
Jeremiah. Within this Synagogue was built
a special place called Guenizeh or Safe
Keeping, for the incomplete Torah.

The following give proof of the exis-
tence of a Jewish quarter in and around
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the site of the Synagogue of the Prophet
Jeremiah and Rabbi Ahraham Ben Ezra.

To the West of the Synagogue is the
Ahm*ﬁé;ga Church, there is a Crypt whose
istor: _'_-‘;goes back even to before Christ.
Hiaﬁ@ﬁgps say that when Herod, the Ro-

man ruler of Jerusalem, ordered that all
@Q “children, of this Kingdom, must be
Killed. The Virgin Mary, Joseph and the
Child Jesus, fled to Egypt and sheltered
in this Crypt for three months. It is po-
sitively known that Joseph was Jew and
that the logical thing for him to do was
to go to his own people for a refuge for
his family and himself. This fact combin-
ed with many other furnishes definite proof
of a Jewish quarter around this locality
over 2000 years ago.

Many Historians refer to the Old
Synagogue located in his area; oné of them
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Benjamin de Tudel, who came from Spain
in 1169 A.D. said in his book, written in
1170, that he had visited the Jewish Sy-
nagogue in a place called Old Cairo and
there found the Torah of Ezra the Scribe.
Thig is further proof that the Pmyhel;
Moses lived in this locality. B

Another one is the famous ltafiﬁh Je-
wish author Jacob de Vettelina, who came
before him. g

A third is Rabbi Joseph, who said
in his book, written in 1630 A.D. that the
original inscription of Sambare in the
Bodleain University of Oxford contains
many references to the Ben Ez:a Synago-
gue of Cairo.

Amongst these are lines wrilten by
El Makrizi who lived in the 14th century
(in bis book KHETAT)
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the ruler of Egypt and he taxed the Copts
20.000 dinars in gold annualy. In the year
1115 A.D. the great Rabbi Abraham Ben
Ezra came to Egypt from Jerusalem and
visited the Holy Palace where Moses and
Jeremiah had worshipped: he then went to
notabilities and told them what he knew
about the Synagogue and why this land
should be their own. He intervewed His
Eminence the Patriarch Alexander the 56th
and asked that Synagogue should be re-
turned to the Jews, The Patriarch told
Rabbi Ibn Ezra that the Arabic ruler would
insist on the annual tax of 20.000 dinars
in gold. After some bargaining it was that
agreed so long they paid the tax, the Sy-

nagogue should be returned to the Jews.

Ben Ezra rebuilt the Synagogue which
is still called after his name.

Many centuries passed, and then, in
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1801, the American Historian, Professor
Shichter came to Egypt and when he visi-
ted the Synagogue he found the Guenizeh
in which the Old Torah had been kept.
A definite proof of the existence of the
Old Synagogue in that areu. He also found
100.000 books of various dates, the Ben
Sira’s Book and the marriage document of
Maimonidi's son. Professor Shichter also

found traces of the Maimonidi’s Synogo-

gue which is now the St. Barbara Coptic

Cemetery.

By special permission of the Jewish
Congregation, Professor Shichter took part

of the Old Torab back to America with

him.

The Old Torah is now spead over the
Western world part in the Columbia Uni-
versity, part in the cemenery of new York
part of the British Museum and the Bod-
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In all Oriental countries, including
Egypt which were conquered by Amro Ebn
El'Ass in 641, the Jews were granted comp-
plete freedom. This was laid down in the
Roman Arabic Pact, Article 5, duly signed
in 10/12/641, in Babylon by Amro Ebn
EI'Ass and Mokaukas (Cyrus). That free-
dom has been maintained up to the actual
reign of the Leaders of the Revolution,

ndn
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man withstands the storm, fear unmans
man, wine dispels fear, sleep drives away
wine and death sweeps all away-even sleep.
But Solomon the Wise says : * Charity
saves from death,” “

A

fa ,1"\':'8 o
The man and his
three Friends
f}o e s

“A certain man had three friends, two'

of whom be loved déarly, but the other he' |-

lightly esteemed. It happened one day that:
the king commanded his presence at courte,
at which he was greatly alarmed, and wi-
shed to procure an advocate. Accordingly
he went to the two friends whom he loved:
one flaty refused to accompany him, the
other offered to go with him as for as the
King’s gste, but no further. In his extre-
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~ mily he calie Z
~ whom he least esteemed, and he not only

went willingly with him, but so ably de-
fended him before the king that he was

acquitted.”

“In like manner every man has three
{riends when Death summons him to ap-

. pear before his Creator. His firet friend,
] - whom {l‘?ﬁ ves mott, namely bis money,
| cannot go with him a single stop: his se-
T ation and neighbour can only ac-

iy him to the grave, but cannot

d | him before the judge; while his
third friend, whom he does not highly es-

.
Jﬁj . teem his goods works goes with him be-
"

,,,-l'ore the king, and obtains his aquittal.

' Body and Soul

“The Roman Emperor Antoninos once
" gaid to Rabbi Juda, the Prince: “On the

22
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will each plead excuse for sin committed.
The body will say to the Heavenly Judge
«Jt is the soul, and not I, that he sinned.
Without it I am as a lifeless, as a stone.”
On the other hand, the soul will say. “How
can Thou impute sin to me ? Tt is the
body that has draggen me down.”

prvas uay v )uusv'mcm.

“Let me tell you a parable”, answered
Rabbi Judab, the Prince “A king once had
a beautiful garden stocked with- he choicest
fruits. He set two men to keep guard over
it—a blind man and a lame man. 1 see
some fine fruit younder”, said the lame
man one day “Come upon my shoulder" said
the blind man. « I will carry you to the
gpot and we shall both enjoy the fruit.”
The owner missed the fruits, haled both
men before him for punishment, “How
could I have been the thief 2" bueried the
lame man seeing that 1 cannot walk ?

22

«Could I have stolen the fruits ?” retorted
the blind man, “I am unable to see any-
thing.” What did the king do? He placed
the lame man on the shoulders of the blind
man snd sentenced them both as one.

In the same way will the devine Jud-
- ge of the Universe meet out judgements
4 t{b‘th’e bé%yi and soul jointly:
Vanity of Human
Pleasure

A fox was eyeing longingly some lux-
ious fruit in every fine garden. But there
was vo way for him to enter. At last he
he might possibly get in but soon found
the whole too small, to admit his body, he
said. “The hole is small, but if 1 fast 3

% spied an opening through which, he thought

23






God and man

Rabbi Agiba said : *Beloved is man,
for he was created in the image of God:
but it was by a special love that it was
. ! made known to him that he was created
: §:ulhn Jimage of God.”

ﬂ'en ﬁu said ; “Des.pisa not a man
iﬁl ‘st anything; for there is not a man
Ji not his hour, and there is not a
ttmig that bas not its place.”
F-fil!ed said : If I am not for myself,
who will be for me ?

“And being for mayself only, what am
17 not now, when?”

“Separate not thyself from the com.-
munity. Trust not in thyself until the day
of the death. Judge not the neighbour
until thou ert come into his place.”

Ethics of the fathers.
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“Thus said the Lord, let not the wise and the stars be darkned, and the Clouds
‘man glory in bis wisdom weither let the refurn after the rain; and the dust return
‘mighty man glory in his might, let not the to the earth as it was, and spirit return
rich maa glory in his riche : but 1 to God who gave it.

that glorieth glory in thee th 3

standeth and koouveth Me, t
Lord who exercice loving
,Lment. and righteonsness m '

CThiah the end of the matter; all
blin ‘heard : fear God and heep. His
! \/ t for this is the whole duty

ECCLESIASTES 12, 1.2, 7

i

Ethics | S -l

X 1 "y
~ “Remember also the Gmlox in tho
days of the youth, or ever the evil days v
‘come, and the years draw mghr, when thou
shalt say. I hove no pleasure in them or
ever the sun and the light, and the moon :













THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date September 17, 1979

t0 Foreign Affairs Department
from George E. Gruen

mnpueaowaw

subject Egypt Today: Some Impressions

The following is a brief preliminary assessment of the situation in
Egypt. It is based on a week of intensive discussions in Cairo and Alexandria
in July with a broad spectrum of individuals ranging from govefnment officials
to dissident intellectuals, including one who has sinée been arresfed. It is
supplemented by additional information received from knowledgeable sources in
Israel, Jordan and the Unifed Statés. Since much of the information was dn a
not—for—attribution basis, there arc few direct quotations iﬁ this report.
(Questions rélating specifically to the Jewish commmnity are dealt with in
a separate memo.) _ - ‘

1. DPeace is very.ﬁOpular in Egypt. While the 99% approval Sadat
received in the referendﬁm.overstates the case, his peace policy has the backing
of a substantial majority of the population, including the army. (The army's
crucial role is discussed below, Par. 11.) |

2., The meaning of peace is understood differently or at least is given
a different emphasis in Egypt and in Israel. For the Israelis peace means
recognition of their legitimacy, normalization of relations and prospects for
economic and technical éooperation. As Mohammed S%d«Ahméd, a leading leftist
intellectual in Egypt put it, for the Israelis peace means finally ''getting
out of the ghétto" of isolation in the Middle East. For the Egyptians peace is
essentially a domestic matter, as illustrated by the signs in Arabic and English

proclaiming that ''peace equals progress and reconstruction." It is not so much

peace with Israel as peace of mind -- removing the burdens of a wartime economy --
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that enjoys such widespread support. A critical question is whether the
anticipated "peace dividend" will prove as much an illusion in Egypt as it
was in post-Vietnam America. -

3. Sadat must demonstrate that peace pays tangible dividends to the
LCgyptian people. Anis Mansour, editor of October and a close confidante of
Sadat, assured me that the Egyptian government was aware of the problem and
has  been trying to lower the level of expectations from the unrealistic
euphotria that accompanied the peace treaty. The return of El Arish to
Egyptian administration with much fanfare was a sign of the value of the
peace process in restoring Egyptian national cdignity. While pride is not
as easily quantifiable as improvement in economic stamdard,:it is an important
element in the Egyptian's sense of his identity and worth. Sadat has skillfully
used the attacks and eccnomic sanctions against Egypt by the other Arab lLeague
members to rally popular support for him in Egypt by noting that hlS dlstant
Arab critics became rich from oil while the Egyptians sacrificed their lives
and treasure in four wars with Israel Sadat has also played upon Egyptian
natlonal pride in emph351z1ng the unity and primacy of Egyptian civilization - -
whose cultural greatness reaches back to the Pharaonic period, in contrast to the
internal divisions and young upstart charactér of the regimes in Jordan, Libya,
Syria and Saudi Arabia.

4, ﬁut pride is not a substitute for economic progress. As the January
197?'riots‘against the removal of subsidies on basic foodstuffs dramatically demon-
strated, the Egyptian'regime must provide its people with bread as well as cir-
cuses.: This realization in bothlwashjngtan and Cairo has led to significant
infusion of American aid and a liberalization of Egyptian economic policy to
encourage private initiative and foreign investment. Some tangible

results are already visible: Since my last visit to Cairo, two weeks after the
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riots, thereuhas been a_tremendouslbuilding boom in the capital. New overhead
highways and hotels as well aszfactoriesband_housing are,under construction.
Many of the sidewalks which were completely falling apart have been repaired,
with 1arger,ti1es replacing the smaller, more attractive but less utilitériap
ones, and even the phone service haséimproved from impossible to. barely
tolerable. New taxis have been imported, the highway from Cairo‘to:Alexandria
is filleq with trucks carrying foodstuffs and industrial materials, and one sees
an increasing number of tractors and other mechanized vehicles being used on
the farms al&ng the road. ; - Lo ‘ Ly %

_ 5, It is hard_to.tell how much of the economic boom has yet reached
the masses. The averagé Egyptian still earns considerably less than $300 a year,
and a "'good saléry" for a young architect is 42 Egyptian pounds a month, or . .
Iess_than $60. Inflation has been running at around 25 percent annually, and the
current gopﬁlation of 40 million is increasing byll 1/4 million per year.
Housing is the nﬁmber one domestic pro@lem in Cairo -- as.it.is in Jerusalem --
and the_populatién incregse causes a steady influx from the famms to the cities,
aggravating fhg unemployment and housing problems. The: Egyptians, I was
"repeatedly:told, arg'a patient people. But the question remains whether Sadat
or a successor will not begin to look for a scapego;t -- e. g. Israeli "intran-
sigence," Amerigan_and Jewish niggar@lings; -- if there is not reasonable pro-
gress.iﬁ ;aisiég 1i§ing standards and lessening -the reportedly widening gap be-
tween tﬁg.poor masses and the_newly affluent who are profitting from the
liberaliied.ecéncﬁy; (A visible signtof the affluence: the two elaborate -
wedding pro;essions I saw wending their way nightly through the lobby of the
Nile Hilton. Coét.ﬁer wedding: between $25,000 and $30,000.)

6. On the economic side, bureaucracy, mismanagement and lack of fimm
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leadérship are the main problem. Sadat is not an economist and is not really
interested in the subject. American experts believe that what Egyﬁt needs is
an economic czar with sufficient power directly'frcm:the President to knock

heads together and see that programs are implemented. At present the various

ministers dealing with economic affairs are well intentioned but lack

the necessary power to overcome entrenched bureaucratic lethargy. Prime
Minister Mustafa Khalil reputedly has the economic background to do the

job (Ph. D. in economics fiom the University of Illinois, taught economics
and had practical business experience in both the private and public sector),
but Khalil has been more interested in the peace negotiations and foreign
affairs in general and has not given economic management the attention it
requires.

7. There is a tendency to announce grandiose plans with big figﬁres and
‘then to forget about follow-up. Some believe that this style of flamboyant
Arabic rhetoric serves the useful purpose of keeping hope alive in the
Fgyptian people, who are in any case sufficiently cynical to discount a large
measure of any public promise. This style applies in the political as well
as the economic arena. Egypt has a rhythm and a pace all its own, I was
repeatedly reminded, and neither Americans nor Israelis should expect the
frantic¢ tempo of New York or Tel Aviv in carrying out policies and programs.
(We aren't all that efficient either!) Thus Egyptian officials may be quite
sincere when they say they welcome American investment and even joint projects
with Israel to "cement the peace," and then are slow to follow through.

8. Normalization with Israel is not being impeded , Egyptians insist,
but is proceeding according to the prescribed schedule in the peace treéty.
Vhen some of his fdreign‘miniStry advisors urged President Sadat to defer his

visit to Haifa until after the Havana non-aligned summit, he insisted on
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proceeding as planned.’ Israeli officials dealing with- the Egyptians have found
them sensitive to being pushed too fast and the Israeli authorities are

- screening * requests from Israelis ‘to visit Egypt. ~Academic exchanges and direct
tourist traffic will have to wait until the expected opening of diplomatic
relations in Febfuary 1980, -a month after ‘the completion of the first stage of
Israeli withdrawal in Siriai ( to the Ras Muhammad-El Arish line).

9. The economic sanctions against Egypt by other Arab states have not
been as serious as expected. While direct governmental aid has been cut off,
quiet investment in Egyptian enterprises continues, mcst Arab airlines still -
fly to Cairo, and Egyptians continue to be recruited eagerly by other Arab .
states to fill jobs from the menial to the highly professional, joiningthe-
more than a million Egyptians already serving in other Arab countries -- in--:
cluding the variously estimated 40,000 to 200,000 in Libya -- who are sendiﬁg
nearly §2 billion annually to.their'relatiQes back home. (il revenues are
~ going up because of increased prices as well as the added production that
Egypt will receive when the Sinai oilfields are handed over by Israel. The
decline in Arab.tourism has been more than made up by Americans and other
foreigners (not to mention the anticipated Israeli influx); Suez Canal revenues
are up and will further increase when the widening and deepening of the Caral
is completed; and world-famous Egyptian cotton, in the past mortgaged to the
Russians for amms, is now earning hard currency in the West. While Sadat is
asking for more American aid, about $1.9 billion of the $4.3 billion in U. S.
appropriations through ;his September remains unspent through a combingtion of
stringent AID requirements and Egyptian bureaucratic inertia.

10. Domestic opposition to Sadat's policy comes from three elements. The
first.are the Commmists and leftist intellectuals who oppose his departpre.fram ;

socialist economic doctrine, his increasingly anti-Soviet stance and his separate
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peace with Israel. Criticism on the last point is shared by some Foreign Ministry
career officers and senior officials of the Nasser period who believe Sadat has
gone too far too fast in making peace with Israel and that he should have insisted
on closer linkage to a comprehensive settlement and tried harder to maintain good
relations with other Arab states. Most of this middle group have res:i.ghed or been
dismissed. Opposition on the right comes from the remants of the Ikhwan (the Muslim
Brotherhood) who oppose peace with Israel as well as some aspects of Sadat's social
legislation, e. g. the recent law increasing women's rights in marriage and divorce,
his suppcrt of family planning, and his modernization program. Both the right
and the left are kept under close watch. Sadat publicly declared recently that
in Egypt religion and politics do not mix. Criticism of the peace process
is not published in Egypt and more than 50 leftists were arrested in August,
including some Egyptian nationalists whc would nct have been considered
extremists or s'écurity threats by American standards. The recent elections
were also rigged to prevent the eleétibn of any significant opponents of
Sadat's policy. Westemrn observers believe that Sadat would have been wiser to
allow a measure of free public criticism, since he enjoys cvervhelming popular
support anyway, and the healthy venting of views was preferable to driving the
opposition underground. The rightwing religious opposition is still largely
inchoate and lacks central organization or a charismatic leader like Hassan al
Bana provided in Egypt's past. (Khomeini is not regarded as a model for Sumni
orthodox Egypt.) What is troubling are reports that for the first time the
rightwing religious g'roups have begun a dialogue with the leftists, whom they
in theé past shunned as atheists. Neither group poses. a serious threat as long
as Sadat retains the loyalty of the Iarm)'f.

11. Accurate information on views within the Egyptian army is obviously
difficult for a foreigner to obtain. Westemn sources and Egyptians believe that
the ammy is still strongly behind Sadat. ‘The need to maintain the backing of the

army is no doubt a major reason why Sadat, who yielded on other points in the
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course of the lengthy negotiations with Israel, absolutely refused to give one
inch with'fegard to Israeli withdrawél from territory in Sinai or the main-
tenance of any Isfaeli civilian settleménts in Sinai. Eﬁen the isréeli offer
of some territory in the ﬁegeﬁ fbr equivalent space in Sinéi ﬁaé'réjected.
The essential reason, I was told, is one of pride. Tﬁe.Egyptién amy
sufferéd'ité-greatest humiliaticn in the Sinai and tﬁe 6hiy way to restore
their prestige, they felt, was to reg;in all of Sinﬁi, Yamit ﬁaé-anathem;, evén
while the prnspeét of thousands of Israelis visiting or living in Cairo or
Alexandfia di& not bbther them, since ﬁeithér city had beeﬁ captured by Israel.
Sadat emphasizes that the army needs new equipment not to fight Isféél but to deter
Soviéf and other challenges, e. g. from Libya, in Africa. High isréeli Offiéials
concede that it is preferable that Sadat receive American rather than Ruséiaﬁ ;
weapons and 5dvi$ors, adding that in the‘cdnféﬁt'of peace, Egypt and Israel could
work together to Help maintaiﬁ fegiuﬁai security. The potentiéJ dilemma for the
United States is how to provide sufficient weapcns of high enougﬁ‘calibre to kéép
the Egyptian army satisfied without providing weapons of such quality and quaan
tity as to tempt Sadat or a potential successor to use his ammy in an Arab <
attack on Israel if the peaée‘hegotiations turn sour or Israel gets embfoiied’H
in a major clash with Syria. - I * |
12. What does Sadat expect from the autonomy talks? Sadat is repdrtedly
less in a hurry than is the Carter administration. He is willing to be patient'
and is nof particulariy worried about meeting Spetific.dééﬂlines as long as his
general strategic 6bjectives'a&e advanced. For example, he was quite pteﬁare& to
sit out ig?ﬁraftér Ford and Rissingéf‘tdid him -- after the Sinai II'agreemént.
of 1975 -- that no further progress was poSﬁibie during the American presidenfial
year. The Carter efforts toward a comﬁrehensive'approach in 1977 in fact echoed

a similar pledge made to Sadat by the Nixon administration. Sadat's position-on
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the Palestinians has also evolved. He has become disillusioned with Yasir

~ Arafat and his principal aide, Abu Iyad, since they failed to bring about

a moderation in the PLO position. Overrulmg his ad\rlsors objections, Sadat has
offered to have Egypt negotiate not only for Gaza but even for the West Bank, should
Hussein refuse to join the talks. In deference tc President Carter, Sadat

has agreed that the Palestinian homeland need not be totally independent and

should be linked to Jordan. Sadat hopes that within the five years of the

autcnamy negotiations either Hussein, whom he doesn't personally like, or

moderate P_alestiniahs will eme.rge vho will enable him to get the Palestinian
question off his back.

13. Sadat is also prepared to work out a compromise with Israel on
Jerusalem which will keep the city physu:ally unified. Sadat's plan to erect a
mosque, a synagogue and a church on Mt. Sinai is part of his broader visicn of
having the three monotheistic religions working together to combat the threat of
atheistic Commmism. This ecumenical approach also provides a errk for
maintaining the religious element within the Egyptian identity without encouraging
the t}pé of fundamentalist fanaticism that rejects Sadat's goal of Western-style
modernization and has already led to Muslim-Coptic clashes in various places in
Egypt.

14. “Sadat is unlikely to do anything in the near future that will jeopar-
dize his opportunity to obtain total Israeli withdrawal from Sinai and to strengthen'
the economic, political and military support of the American Congress and public
he has so assiduously and skillfully cultivated since 1973. _

15. But it should always be kept in mind that Mohammed Anwar el-Sadat is
a consummate actor, a master of surprise and a strategist who has sharply shifted

direction when it suited him to do so. His kicking out of the Russians, his signing
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of the peace treaty with Israel, and his offér of asylum to the Shah demonstrate
his readiness to pursue a course of action he believes correct, irrespective

of the criticism it evokes. These are the marks of a statesman. Yet Sadat
operates within certain economic and political constraints and he is mortal.

An Egyptian diplomatic analyst told me firmly that "the Egyptian-Israeli peace
process is 95 percent irreversible.' That is ;eassuring, but baving long

studied the unpredictable Middle East I still worry about that other 5 percent.

® * 2 ® %





