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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTYREES
January 7, 1985 (via FAX January 10)

WiNpUDJoWaL

date _
- Vﬁgrc Tanenbaum/George -Gruen
from M. Bernard Resnikoff
subject The new dlim from Ethiopia

been s¢ much news, controversy,
misinformation and wrangling with respect to the rescue
operation of Ethiopian Jews that it was decided to
devote some time to carefully study the matter.

There hasg

The methqd chosen was to aoliclt andlre—
ceive an invitation tq join a group of local and
foreign correspondentdq,who were taken on a day-long
tour of installations created for Ethioplan Jews

that took place on Jarjuary 6

We visitgd absorption centers, reception
centers, we spoke to Jewish Agency officlals, to absorp-
tion center directors/ educators, social workers,
psychiatrists and dociors. We were free to speak to
any and all Ethiopiang, provided, of course, that there
was a common language) We visited classrooms, assorted
ulpanim for different [levels, we observed baby clinics,
synagogues, dining rogm halls, assembly rooms and even
stockrooms. There wexye no apparent obstacles to seeking
any and all informatign -ao the only limitation being
that of language. ™

One of the principal findings of this trip
is that this is, by far, the most difficult absorption
of any group of Jews.| The arrivals have an 80% illiteracy
'rate, which is exacerbated by a lack of knowledge of
languages, as well unfamiliarity with Western culture.
There needsto be new gpproaches, new methods, new teach-
ing skills, new books|to cope with the problems. Some
of these problems are|reflected in the fact that people
have to be taught how|to use electricity, stoves,
and refrigerators (even the matter of helping them
understand what goes into the refrigerator and what
goes into the closet)

In addition, a good number of people have

- come to this country with illnesses and diseases with
which Israeli doctorsi{have no familiarity except through
textbooks. The fear ¢f the unknown, the strangeness,
the need for major adjustments are compounded by the
fact that while most ¢f the immigrants are religious
(reflected in the obse¢rvance ¢f Sabbath and kashrut)
they are subjected tojrabbinical rulings concerning
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the necessity for rec¢nfirming their Jewishness, which
reconfirmation some ¢f them regard as an affront.

As for numbers, there are some 9,000 in
absorption centers, with some' 1,800 already gone,
Adding those who are in Youth Aliya installations
and others, estimates at the present are in the neigh-
borhood of 14,000. Different age groups present
different problems. Young children, unaccompanied
by parents or familieg, suffer the additional tension
of aloneness. Young adults are not accustomed to
co-ed education and Western methods. While attempts
are made to accomodate to cultural habits (for example,
Ethiopian absorption genters have more wide-open spaces
than absorption centefs normally do) the immigrants
nevertheless suffer from alienation. Older people are
exper;enclng difficulty learning a new language.

- Food is also a probleh and the kitchen staff continue
to experiment in providing the kind of food most cul~-
_turally acceptable to|Ethiopians. .

In the
by such positives as
ratio, bright living

absgorption center, one is struck
tleanliness, a good student-teacher
jquarters, well-stocked inventories
and wholesome food. {n the center we visited, we
found Ethiopians who had been there for two days and
others who were there| for two years. It would seem that be-
cause of need for additi: nal training, or for other com-
pelling reasons, the abscrption center is generous in
deciding when to send| the immigfants on to absorbing
~ local communities. Ppofessional training also takes
place there, for thosg who show spacial capabilities.

. Especiallly difficult to learn are activities
in the banks, Kupat Hplim, class homework, homemaking and
the like.. Still, within a month following arrival,
Ethiopians start clasBes with the intention of spending

a full year in the abjporption center before going on.

On the elementary schpol level, children study in the
centers themselves. At the high school level, wherever
and as soon as possxble, the center sends these youngsters
out to regional high pchools, where they continue their
studies together with| young people in the neighborhoced,
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Univers#ty study is not out of the Queation
for those who are quglified.

Loving :tteution is lavished in the nursery,
where infants, plagued with a variety of diseases,
are tended by trained nurses. One could not help
observe the care with which even diapers are changed,
and even nurses aides giving children rides on swings.
Even the most hardened journalists could not help but
- be impressed with this kind of professional care and

At a regt home in a southern community,
originally set up as|a rest home for soldiers and
sailors under the augpices of the Soldiers' Welfare
League, arrangements| have been completed for the re-
ception of all olim @irect from the airport. The in-
tention is for them $o0 be accomodated at this reception
locale for the first|48 hours after arrival, during
which time they are fed (with special attention being
given for the diet of people who were starving or near -
starvinq). bathed, igsued new clothing, pocket money,
and an identity card| Whenever possible, they are helped
in locating family mémbers who arrived before them
and are sent directly to rejoin their families. Special
attention is given t¢ those children who arrived without
their families (aroupd 10%),

Less than 10% axe sent directly to ‘hospitals
with assorted illnesges, and arother 5% are sent to
hospitals later on, a8 various medical conditions are
diagnosed.

: There was a rather serious flap at a
center to which we had to make a rather lengthy detour
vhen it turned out that the newly arrived olim refused
to meet with the pregs. They were not to be seen and
many locked themselve¢s up in their rooms. This turned
out to be frustrating to many journalista, who responded
‘to their disappointmént by converting behavior that is
frequently aggressivé to behavior that was frequently
rude. It was first let out that the olim refused to
be interviewed becauge they were fearful for the lives
and safety of family|members left behind. But when we
spoke to some of the|Ethiopian staff members, it turned
out that the olim regented the press. As one Ethiopian
Jew interpreted it t¢ .us, "You are not interested in us,
you are onlyintereste¢d in yourselves and your story.
Otherwise, how could|you do such a thing and print the
story which stopped the planes from coming? We can't
trust you", o

—
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From a "press happening” point of view,
the day was not exactlly a success. I happened to be
standing right next tio the Ethiopian staff members
being interviewed,and I could clearly hear whisperings
of an offical prompting them. But, to be fair, the
prompting might have [been nothing more than helping
the staffers understagnd the Hebrew questions snapped
at them. ’

iding conclusion of the day is
ferent professions,with different
responsibilities, repgresenting different interested
institutions, are doing a tremendous job with care,
diligence, flair and {imagination in an area for which
there is little or ng precedent.

The ove
that Israelis, of di

Simultane
above, data was colle
regarding the politic
and publicity issues
our findings.

us with the field visit described
ted from responsible sources

1, administrative,“religious
nvolved, This is a summary of

Moshe" had the misfortune
st~known secrets. Almost
an interest in the Ethiopians knew,
r, that a dramatic rescue operation

"Operatio|
of being one of the b
anyone in Israel with
at one point or anoth
was underway.

shared the secret as a result of their
official and professiPnal responsibility were allowed to
acknowledge the presence of Ethiopian Jews in Israel. This
"policy” included Jewfish Agency personnel and the press. '
‘Both could talk or write about the "absorption" of Ethiopian
Jews in Israel. They|could not discuss the "immigration"

of those Jews. As su¢h, the Jewish Agency Board of Governors,
including UJA leaders| were warned not to speak about the
operation to save Ethjopian Jews, but were told that they could
acknowledge the absopftion of Ethiopians in Israel. For the
fundraisers, this was|not an ideal situation.

Those who
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i¢n, publicity regarding the Ethiopians
changed with theyweath¢ér. In recent years, Israel's military
censor has almost totally prohibited any mention of =
Ethiopians in the pregs. More recently, the censor began

to relax his regulati¢ns and Israeli newspapers started .
reporting events involving Ethiopians in Israel. Frequently,
those stories told of|the haxrdships suffered by the Ethiopians.
Occasionally, a story|with warm human interest would appear.

Eventually, the censor resumed some of his _
previous behavior. This led to the deletion. of even the
so-called "absorption| stories and a total blackout of
any news that Ethiopigéns were being "helped" to immigrate
to Israel. The censor did, however, behave erratically.
His staff would suddeply allow the publication of a human
interest story in whi¢h newcomers from Ethiopla figured,

At other times, the cénsor would not. The newspapers
themselves had adoptef a universal editorial policy to
refrain from publicizing the Ethiopians in Israel. That
action was taken by the "Editorial Committee" of Israel's
newspapers, which has| often agreed to practice self-
restraint when nationpl security is at stake..

Last week} a small, almost totally unknown
Israeli publication, ['Nekudah", guoted Yehuda Dominitz,
Director-General of the Jewish Agency's Immigration
Department, who allegpdly .stated that "most of the
Ethiopians are in Isrpel." The statement was surprisingly
picked up by Reuters pnd served to back up a story that
Israel had carried ocut a rescue.operationof Ethiopia's
Jews. It was then qubted by Israel Radio from Reuters
(i.e., foreign sourcep) on Wednesday evening (January 2)
and quoted again by the Israsli “"afternoon® newspapers
the following morning|. The censor had apparently been help-
less or was no longer| willing to continue the facade.

Hf publicity caused thé-almdst im- _
of further flights and resulted in the

The wave
mediate cancellation.
intervention of Isra
and threaten those A
cooperated with Israe

Many obse
Press Office, which dgcided Thursday afternoon (January 3)
to invite the foreign{ and leocal press to a briefing
now that the Israeli press had publicized the operation.
Foreign newsmen were bewildered by the developments.
Many had known the stipry. Some, like the representatives
of Time magazine, had tried to report the story but were
"wiped out" by the cemsor. They came to the briefing,
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where they were asked|to behave with restraint in reporting
to their editors, sin¢e the lives of people could be at
stake. The result wag that the reporters were invited to
meet the Ethiopians agy Jewish Agency absorption;centers

as soon as arrangemen{s would allow. The briefing by the
Government Press Offite was tantamount t¢ government acknow-
ledgement that the stéries in the Israeli press were indeed
true.

Nowhere i the "Nekudah" interview with Mr.
Dominitz was there any reference to any aspect of how the
Ethiopians came to Iskael, There certainly was no mention
of an airlift such as|described by the Reuters report
which quoted Mr, Domipitz. The latter now inszists that his
remark regarding the humber of Ethiopilan Jews in Israel
was stated off-the-repord, and that the publication was
at fault for not havipg presented the interview to the censor
for approval.

The most Beriocus accusation, however; was
levelled by Knesset Mpmber Shulamit Alconi, who intends
to have the legislatuye discuss her allegation that "the
National Religious Pakty and the Ashkenazi rabbinate"
caused the premature publication of "Cpsration Moshe"
in order to halt the fimmigration of Ethiopians because they
are not really Jewishl Israel's Chisf Rabbinate, beginning
with the late Chief Rabbi Yitzhak Halevli Herzog, father
of Israel's current President, was among the. first rabbinic
authorities to acknowjledge that Ethiopian Jews are authentic
members of the Jewishl nation, and, in recent years, Rabbi

Ovadia Yosef, when he| was Sephaydi Chief Rabbi, reinforced
that ruling. ' - '

Some see pontradiction in the fact that Isrxael's
Chief Rabbinate has bgen insisting on having the Ethiopian
‘newcomers undergo a conversion-like process called "Renewal
of the Covenant." Igrael's current Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi,
Avraham Shapira, recently explained that this was not a
reflection upon thelir Jewishnass, but a means to overcome
some of the problems linvolved resulting from the lengthy
separation of Ethiopilan Jewry from other Jews. They have
been totally ignorant of the Oral Law and the development
of Halacha, and it is suspected that they may have brought
converts into the folld without the proper procedure,
Neither can their marlriage and divorce proceedings merit
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rabbinic approval. Ag such, "Renewal of the Covenant™
helps the rabbinate ayoid all of these sensitive issues
and accepts the Ethiopians ag proper Jews with all the _
bnefits thereof, Representatives of the NRP have reacted
strongly to Ms Aloni'§ claim, calling her words "blood

1 ibEl L] n ¥

There is now the possibility that a board of
inquiry will be set up to investigate who was responsible
for the premature publication of the operation and the
resulting cessation of the airlift., President Herzog
appealed to the publi¢ and officials to halt further debate
on the subject in ordgr to facilitate the continuing
efforts to rescue Ethiopian Jewry. Apparently, the queatlon
of who is to blame wiil not be answered now. Instead,
the authorities are ekpected to seek ways to resume their
clandestine operation|far from the eyes of inquisitive
reporters. . :
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" . has. once proud wariors, rulers -

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Naﬂonai Imanel!glous Affairs
: Director -
- American Jewish Comrnlllae

They call- themselves “Beta-
“lsrasl,” the House of Israel, and
dccording fo ancient legend, their
origins ftrace back some, 3,000
years as lineal .descendants of
King Solomon and the Queen of
Sheba.

The Ethiopians call them Fala~
shas, a term generally-taken to-

E describe the black Jews of that

country.-In actual fact, Falasha is’.

a term of contempt.meaning
“strangers” or “living tn exile.”
That pejorative term for the black
Jews of Ethiopia Is a description
. of their actual condition, especi-
ally today.
_Several centuries - ago, there
were about a half-million Falas-

of their own Ethiopian kingdom.

Eritrea ‘and the Ogadon,” have
resulted in general havoc; destru-
ction and refugese fl:ght on!y now -
simmering down. . -

And it has meanf, too; -that
several hundred Falasha famnies‘
were ‘driven from " their homes,
others robbed of land and lives--
.tock, dozens muyrdered and still
others sold into slavery in’ the
Sudan.

Their po'varty is beyond imagin-
*ing. Denied the right to own land,

they have become tenant farmers -

: and craftsmen, who eke cut an
average yearly income of $80 per

_~month. That compares to $90 for*
other Ethioplans, and $250 for °

other Africans, hardly-a. living

wage for any human belng They -

have no. hospnals ar phystc:ans,
they suffer from - disease and
malnutrition, and their present
life expectancy. is 36 years.

The past year' and a  half,

. however, has seen the beglnnt-

Today, there are less.than 28,000 +gs of a serious work training,

Falashas left in the 490 isolated
villages in.the ‘centrdl highiands
-of. Ethiopia, mostly around Gon-

" dar.

- They have been decimated over
!he decades in Ethiopian inter-tri-
'bal  warfare and by infense
conversion efforts by missionar-

ies. Ethiopia’s recent revolution”
-and civil_war, the fighting over

. priestly lgaders.

--school _and medical program
launched In Gondar; in- which
Jewish - organizations and the
Falashas participate actively. --
Desdpite their tragic, even abomi-
nable, conditions,
remained falthful Jews observing
the Biblical way of life under the
spiritual guidance of Kohanim,

they ahve -

Most Pagounn lun FI

.SBince they have 1lved away from
the mainstream of Jewish life for
nearly a thousand years, for .
. centuries many Rabbinic Jews
found difficulty in acknowiedging
them as Jews—even though they
observed all the Biblical rites of ._
the Torah, including circumcision
the Jewish festivals and holy
days, and the Sabbath.

‘But theirstatus -as Jews has .
been “clarified,. and in 1908 44

-chiet- rabbis: proclaimed their-

legitimacy-"as _authentic Jews. |
The, Chief Rabbis_of israel- of -

today have also reaffirmed their

status as Jews, tracing thejr

“origins to the Tribe of Dan.

In light of this understanding of

" their Jewish identity, some 300

Falashas have managed in recent
years to find their way lo Israel, -
the Promised Land to which lhey
daily pray to return. These are
words" gf their prayers from me
Falasha liturgy :

“Hear our prayer, God, King of
the Universe, so that the whole
world can be happy with your
rule. When you help your people
Israel, you help all mankind. Have -
mercy on the city- of Jerusalem.
Let us enjoy your kingdom with
_ your Chosen People in Israel.”
Those prayers have not yet besn *
responded -to either by God or
‘by man. The Falashas are today -
the most forgotten Jews in the
‘world, and the time is iong past
due for the Jewish community In
‘the United States and in Israet to
heip rescue them from their
suffering. while - there are still
some Falashas left alive to save.
‘The bonds of Jewish people-
hood with the forgotten Falashas
must now be strengthened; iheir‘,!
suffering reduced, and the recent |
growing attempts to give their
prayers for redemption meaning
must now occupy a more central |
place in the consciousness of
Jews and of all who cherish
human rights and freedom.
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FALSASHAS - THE MOST FORGOTTEN JEWS

by Marc H. Tanenbaum

The &all themselves Enkxkhix;.Beta Israel, the House of Israsel,
Bpd according to éncient legend, their origins ﬁrace back some
3,000 years as lineal. descendants of King Solomon aggﬁQuean Bf Sheba,
The Ethiopiana call them ‘Falshas, a term generally tsken to describe
the black Jews of that countf&, In actual fact, Falasha is ﬁ term
of contempt meaning strangers or Living in exile. That pajorativa
termg for t he black Jews of Ethioplax is an axkmxX deseription

of their actual condition, especlally today.

£
S,

Several centurles ago, there were about & helf million Falashas,
‘once pfoud warriors, rulers of t heir own Ethiopian Kingdom. Todey, _
there are less t han 28,000 ?ﬁlaahas léft in thethO isokkted viliagea
in the central highldpds of Ethiopla. Théib numbers have been:

decimated . through aléughter resulting from Ethiopién inter-tribal

warfare, intense conversionefforts by missiomries, and more recently
~ by their being gold into slavery, As a result of t he recent revolution
and c¢i¥il war in Ethopla, the Falashas have been caught in the
igeologicsal cross-fire of both right-wing and left-wihg fonnaa,
rdésulting in thousands of black Jews hkaxa being massacred, or driven
from their land, their wives and daughters raped, =m® or sold into
slavery in .the Sudan. _ : ' * g

‘Their poverty is beyond imaginining. Denied the r ight to own
land, t hey have bécdmé tenant farmers ‘and-cnnftsmen, uho‘eke out

- an average yearly income of %60 per month.‘That compares to £90 for
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~other Ethiopians, and $250 for other Afric-ns, hardly a living ﬁaga

for ayy human beings They have no hospitals or physiciensg, =mmx they
suffar from disease and malnutrition, and thelr present 1if'e expeclacney
is 36 years,

Deapitax their tragic, even abcminable,-anidt9ona, they have femained
faithful Jews observing the Bibliral way of 1ife under the sp2ritual
guldas ce of Kohanim, the priestly leaders. Since they departed from
Rabbinic Judaism as a result of ﬁaving lived away from thejﬁainstream
of Jewlsh life for nearly a thousand years, for centuries neny Rabbinie
Jews found difficulty 1n acknowledging them ﬁs Jefs = even though they
observed all the Biblical rites of the Torah, 1nclud1ng ‘eircumcision,
“the Jewish festiwauls and holy daya,agge Sabbsath, _

But their status Bs Jews has been clarified, and 1908 forty
four chief rabbis proclaimed thel r 1egitimacy as authrantin Jews yha
Cheif Rabbis of Imrael today have also reaffirmed their status as Jews,
~tracing their origins to the Tribe of Dgn. _

In'iight of this uhderétanding of their Jewigh 1identity, s ame
306 Falshas have managed in recent years.té fin@ their ways to Isrsel,
the Prémised Land to which-they dal 1y pray to réturn, These are words
of their prayera from the Fal zshs litﬁrgyz
_ Hear our prajer, God, King .of the TUniverse, sothet thawhole
world can be happy with your rule, When you help your people Israel you

'“help all mankind, Have mercy.ontzha city of Jerm:alen, Let us enjoy

your kingiom with your Chosen People in Israsel,



_ Those prayers have ndt vet been responded to ei.ther by God
nor by man, TheFalashas are.today the most forgottsn Jews in

the world, and the time 1s lorg past due to the -Jewié.h community inl
the United States and In Israel to help rescue them from their

suffering, while there are still some Falashas left alive to save.



American Association for Ethiopian Jews

(A merger of the American Pro-Falasha Committee and the Friends of Beta-Israel (Falasha) Community in Ethiopia)

Temporary Address: October 26th, 1978
340 Corlies Avenue -
Pelham, New York 10803

Phone: (914) 738-0056

.Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committee

165 East 56th Street

"New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Marc:

My profoundest thanks for the encouragement that you gave me and
many others, who have been working on a stubborn problem facing

a remnant of our people in Ethiopia. But the real thanks will
ultimately come from the Ethiopian Jews, who are in need of
immediate rescue, for they face annihilation. I hope that your
report from Sternberg will be fruitful and that we will soon meet
with him to take apprpriate steps. I also trust that your meeting
with Bert Gold and Richard Maas will be equally rewarding.

You asked me to send you references to their being enslaved in
Ethiopia. One letter from Yona Bogale, who is a discidple of

the late Jacques Faitlovitch, and up until his recent retirement
at the age of 70 continued to act as supervisor of the schools

set up for the Ethiopian Jews and undoubtedly the best informed
person on their condition, statess"The conditions of the Falashas
in Begemdir (where most of them live) is constnantly degenerating.
Falasha craftsmen have actually been held and "sold" as slaves,
going roped up from one village to another. They work without pay.
They are tied up at night in threes and guarded to prevent their
escape. Relations between Jews and Christians deteriorated further
and the Christians are waiting for an opportunity to annihilate
young and old Jews." "Hundreds of students were murdered by the
soldiers in Gondar, including 11 Falashas." (Letter dated March
26th, 1978)

Attached is a copy of the article, which MOMENT will print in
some edited form in the November issue (1978).

Awaiting an early call from you. Kol Tov.
Shajomn,

Graenum Berger

P. S.. I am enclosing copies of two letters that I received today,
October 27th, 1978, the day after I typed the above letter, but :
before I mailed it. Tragedy upon tragedy.

A Copy of the last annual report may be obtained from the New York State Board of Social Welfare,
Office Tower, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12242 '

Contvibutions are tax deductible



R_oce wed fu’);)))‘g

Excerpts from the August 1, 1978 letter of Asnakew Sendekeh
- to Haim Halachmy via Eli Tour jeman

RE: The plan of the counterrevolutionary groups to liquidate
the Jews and steal their property

_ It is know to us for a number of days that one of the above
‘mentioned groups has a plan to attck the village of Ambober. Their

. .aim is to take the medicines from the infirmary, and to take as

 prisoners the agents of Zionism, (as they refer to the teachers
-who learned in Israel), in order to give -  the punishment that.
we'deserve, This will break the Zionist center that prevents the
young: and the people of the area from working with them.

Not only this, but as it is believed that the Falashas are
‘supporters of the present government, they know that it they
attack the village and carry out their plan, the government will
think that the Falashas are cooperating with the antisgovernment
forces and then the government will be against the Fd1fishas and will
wipe out the village and also the people. Thus the F4lashas will
be in a situation between the hammer and the anvil.

I hope that you have received the information on the Jews
that were attacked in Jenehankerah...... In general, the situation
of the Jews in ...+ i8 like that of the Jews in Jenehankerah. In
"short, I cannot find any word which can express and emphasize the
extremely terrible situation of the Jews here. ' This is to say that
they are at deathS end and do not know how to escape the situation.
In any event, there was belief in their heart that with troubles
like there is now, the people of Israel (the nation of Israel),
and Jews everywhere,(the nation of Jews), will arrive to help them.
And they are waiting for this to happen every day. But the situation
that they are in now causes them to despair and to lack hope. Against
"their will they are being turned into slaves for their neighbors.
‘Those who flee their homes in order to save their lives are without

- food or clothes... Their sons are joining the army and this will be

" the end. Lost is the nation of Jews who kept the laws of the Torah
and the Jewish traditions. And this is very saddening, that it
happens precisely now, when the state of Israel exists.

In addﬁon to this, it is already knownto you in writing and
by word of mouth, that the situation of the teachers is on the
path to death. We receive information every day that the above
mentioned groups have a plan to liquidate us. And I hereby
request in my name and in the name of my ‘riends to take emergency
steps in order to save us.,

With loval blessings,

Asnakew Sendekeh

(Q TrAcln O E??ﬂ}aFMD
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Letter from Gedalia Uria, August 2, 1978
To Haim Halachmy, via E1i Tour jeman

«ssss Some time ago I gave you a report on the terrible situation
of all Jews in all places in Ethiopia.

In addition to this, in Simien, in a school called Angot,
there was a Falasha teacher named Terune Melleshe who taught in
a government school. On 6.7.78, according to the Ethiopian
calender, he was murdered by his.friends who belong to the anti-
government underground, Because he knew that he was going to be
killed, he looked for an excuse to flee., He told his friends that
he as going to visit his parents in the Gondar area. But his
friends told him that he had to join them and work with them ;
against the government. ASs he knew that he was to be "rubbed out",
he gave a letter to his servant with his parent's address., Afrter
some time he decided to flee. He left in the middle of the night,
with the guard of the school where he taught., But his friends
waited in the road and caught him and killed him without any cause,

In addition to this, I want to emphasize once again that the
situation of the teachers who were in Igrael, is the same as was
this teacher's. We have received informatLon from different sources

that there is a plan to wipe us out or to take us prisoner by force.
In any event, all the time we requested and are requesting that a
way be found to save us. But until now our request has not been
carried out.

An additional note on the students. I gave you a report on the
~tgerrible situation of the students, becauge from nne gide the anci-
government underground forces them to cooperate with them, but as
they do no want to cooperate with them, they are being killed. 1In
this matter, many male and female students have been killed. We
are saddened by this, all of us. In order to escape from this,

many male and female students have gone and joined the army. Also
there they are finding their death by the hands of the enemy. lor
this, find a way to save them.

In the matter of the situation of the lFalashas, it is as I
wrote to you, there i8 no change to talk about, The sgituation even
is worse, If the situation will continue like this, it will be the
end of them.

In addition to this, I want to say something again. There are
young men and women in Israel that write letters to their parents
or relatives here in Ethiopia, that they should move to Addis Abeba
and from there will make Aliyah to Israel. On this those who re-
ceived letters and those who heard of letters are selling their
houses and all their property and are traveling to Addis without
any results, This turns them into itinerant wanderers, They don't
even have the means to return to where they came from. Because of
this, they are all being lost to the streets., This saddens us
greatly. In order to prevent this, they Bhould receive instructions
not to write letters like these.

In great respect, Gedalia Uriah
(4 7¢acuen 1w ""7;.,:.‘;,,-‘/()
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THE BLACK OUT ON BLACK ETHIOPIAN JEWRY
by GRAENUM BERZER

‘ ?}'., Soaraa of Jews have been killed. Thousands are refugees in their

] ﬁ,ﬁd br,lmm!a. Some have been rotting in refugee camps for months eut
(""”3,*. ét: n'om their kinsmen and Jewish contacts. Some have been enslaved.
WSE JZEES ARE ETHIOPIAN. Neither Israel, nor the Jewish Agency nor the
. pact of tha ‘Jewish world - and more partioularly American Jewigh leader-
ah!.p - have taken more than a glancing note of these tragie events.
f?tﬂth a rare exceptinn, the Jewish press, always hasty to print even a
G pi.mh of a Jewish behind, has been equally remiss.
af‘._-ie‘-?i-‘ " Yet when two Jews recently lost their 1ives in Iran as a result
3 &—M‘ the upheavals in that country, it was heralded on the front page of
Foan mlp-Jewiah newspaper. Iranian Jews are Sephardic, Caucasian - not
dlnlﬁmﬁg
4. Eplatedly, Jewish organlutionn operating in Ethiopia under a
_ ,_'I__qbn-q.eetnrian' legend were forced to take note of the plight of these
]" 'pwarin'hed Jews « penniless, homeless, squatting with thelr equally
”« detﬁtuto relatives in :l.mprov!.ned sukkahs (tukkels, mud huts) through
thn torrontial summer, rainy season, where the terrain on which they
I,',_‘_‘_.uvo. over a mile above sea level, becomes shivering cold and a sea of
_'i';ij'gfinud. "
3""-.51'" Mo one has given them adequate relief as yet. No one has bothered
. %o resgue them from an ever recurring and hopeless condition. Not one
hlns been brought to Israel (or any other country) since August and
5 ’imocomber 1977. Even that story of the secret arrival of 121 Jewish men,
"_3wroman and children - barefoot, with only the clothes on their back, has
‘rarely been printed, but not in Israel. Nor has the story been 'related
.0 £ their amazing integration within Erets Yisreel, a country a thousand
..1'ight years removed from their previous life-style. Nor has aven one
"\ puman interest story been printed anywhares. Among the olim in 1977 was
,h-_"-'a young. black and comely Ethiopian bride, who flew as did the others on
"‘f‘ﬂ-"“fam Igraell military aircraft, to marry the first and only black, Ethiopian
":-_:Jemish ordained Rabbi in history. Any black athlete, who even contemplates
__'-‘bercomlng a convert to Judaism, enjoys unlimited and repeated space in

wAmorlonu Jewish newspapers. Ethiopian Jewry is BLAOKED-OUT in print as
' wall ase in color.
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iy If the blame for not genuinely assisting them or bringing about
their aliya is not Iasrael's, or the Jewish Agency’s or the world Jewish
 community's, then on whose back should the cudgels be lald? If the fault
"1ies with Ethiopia, wh n#s no responsible government or organized Jewish
r..-‘body raiged the cry of discrimination, of persacution, or violation
'01‘ human, rights - as they have done for Jews elsewhere - demanding
ﬁat they ba sat free, allowed to migrate to Israel, the one country
tomds which .they' have longed and prayed for millenia? Or is there a
mart understanding to leave them abandonned until they die, assimilate
or othend.so disappear?
- The stery of the Ethiopian Jews, Beta Israel as they e¢all them~
nlvu. Falashas ac they are pejoratively dubbed by others, a term
‘ ning “strangers in their own land,” strangers, yes, pariahs, because
'ihéy eontinued to espouse and practice Judaism in defiance of their
mlghbors. who finally overwhelmed their independent kingdom
by llita.ry force in 1632 - has been told over and over again for the
185t 200 yemrs. An English adventurer by the name of James Pruce .
‘wrote about their existence in 1871, describing them as impoverished,
__hédvlly-taxad and downtrodden. He also remarked on their moral superiority
%o other Ethiopians. Eighty years later, their dire status was once
. mope widely exposed to a Jewish world by a meshumed, Henry A.Stern, a
German Jew who became a proselyte to Christendom, and who undertook
special mission to Ethiopia just to convert the Palashas to Christ.
#.°  While a learned European Jewish scholar, Joseph Halevi, who studiea
“$hem at firet hand, and a distinguished Rabbi, Asriel Hildfesheimer, in
1854 proclaimad that they were true Jews, well-funded international Jewish
phﬂan‘thropien even then refused to accpet their reports and never extended
tgtt generous ham! of benevolence to protect and succour the 150,000
#ti11 living a{ $ime in abject poverty and easy victims for the insidious
n!.saiomien. Pitlful afforts were made by individuals to. assit them.
Inl the United States, there 18 a one sentence report in 1870 of some aid
bcl.ng proferred for their relief. Not until Dr. Jacques Faitlovitch
m his adventurous visits to the interdor of Ethiopia in 1904-5 and
1908-9 did the world learn of their deteriorating condition, how their
mm'bora had shrunken through poverty, discrimination, disease and mission-
‘ary aetivity. (It is estimated that they once numbered a half million,
whon they dominated a good part of the cauntry up to the 17th century.)
S8 ¢ no international Jewlsh organizatiocns would assist, Faitloviteh
ereated his own Pro-Falasha Committees in Europe and the United States.
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,Bn;h won h!.a tireless errorts over a period of half a century for the
._.'-:‘I-mation of schools for teachers and students ever garnered more than a
" ‘pittance. His prodiglous efforts were to bring them into the 20th
;-_iaentury. -inorease their meagre learnings, which had previously centered
ennr on.the circumscribed laws and customs of the ancient Hebrew biblical
.;'P};:te:t. I.n'broduce them to Hebrew, rabbinie teachings, contemporary Jewry.

M as he met with only a parsimonious response, to this day - of the

28.000 g8till numbered in a Jewish census undertaken in 1976 by the

Palauha Welfare Federation of England, most wera naver reached by any

edmtlonal. vocational and medical services.

;} - Theso modest facilities were destroyed by the Italians, when thay

&nquered the country and controlled it from 1935 to 1943. The few
. hools and synagogues built with the ald of outside Jewish world
i gupport, tended with devotion by a few Ethiopian Jews who had been
- sducatod in Europe and Palestine, disappeared and were not rebuilt until

tmty years after the Fascist armies had retreated.

2. Praying dally as they still do towards Jerusalem, the announcement

3 ot the sstablishment of the State of Isrmel was greeted even in the
_ 6t remote mountain villages with joy and expectation. The 500 scattered
:';_{'i'dllages where they reside ara isolated in space and time from any element
of modernity, exhibiting no form of contemporary communication and
3 ﬁanapbﬂatlon. Iiving as they did in mud huts, tending their tenant-

nnted farms, for they were not permitted to own land, ekeing out a

: bave exigience by supplementing their farm and animal produce with

artisan erafting of iron, clay and textile ware, they still could not

mn nore than the average annual Ethiopian income of $70 (US).

In the past three years, the Amsrican Jewlsh Joint Diatribu'l’i.on
" Committes and World ORT have finally stepped in to imppove schools,

‘resurrceod® medical clines and upgrade agricultural production, but the
numbarn reached are still fractional.

.. Ethiopia is a country still ravaged by dobiutatlng diaeauna -
vaneraa.l. malarie, amoebtic dysentery and small pox. It has only a hand
m of hospitals, and one doctor to serve 80,000 indiyiduals. So & few
ounias were established for some of the Ethiopian Jews. These severely
l.lnltaé Pacilities, understaffed and lacking adequate medical supplies,

5 %o serve the general population. Otherwise they would not have been
stvon permission to open such a life-saving facllity. Since most of the
weul were oontaminated, recently a rebuilding program has been initiated
to assure a safer water supply.

Moat of the 30 mi1lion Ethiopians are illiterate. ‘.l'ha 8score or

'rﬁbre of mini=schcols that were established for the Falashas in an



mort 40 preserve andpartially modernize their Jewish culture, were
-in'the main one room (often with the sky for a rooftop), rarely going
bayoml the second grede. Even today only one school attains the sixth
i mde and. during the past year the main school &t Ambober finally added
Mnlasuen Por the seventh and eighth years. Since the sehools by law had
B t;o‘to opan -to all children, this meant that no more Jewlsh children -
. M‘W been sarved, and there is growing danger that their census may
dmlino, partioularly since funding for oxpansion comes prinecipally
{3; #rom nopeJewish sources, Children had to walk as far as 40 kilometers
zam $o0 etudy, because until this year noone had ever bothered to
bn!.l.d o rustic hostel to shelter and feéd them during their week of stnﬂy.
Mcpt j.’or a small group of Ethlopian Jews trained in Israel, and literal-
13' fmad €0 go back to their native country when they completed their
mueai few sof the teachers were fully prepared. Today the schools have
to rely increasingly on non-Falashas, both by law and avaldadllity of
pmoml. for the greater portion of their teaching staff. The Jewish
Agmy gonducted a training program in Jewish subject mattex during the
mu' of 1976, but such in-service supervision had to be done secrotly
4 BT mm'n sporadically. The schools, originally and ostensibly designed
“‘ %0 ensure the sontinuity of Jewish 1ife, will lose that influential role
a8 they bacome increasingly integrated.
- Jewish 1ife over the years was sustained by Kohanim (priests), for
tho mat!.tution of the Rabbi in either the Talmudic or sontemporary
f, eonm. was never introduced. These men, who up to recent times often led
ahost a monastic existence, were the true bearers of the Jewlish heritage -~
- far they nmurtured circumcision on theeighth day, guarded the sacre and
lolm observance of the Sabbath, the Holy Days and Festivals legislated
ln the Hebrow Testament, gave their benediction at marriages and pre-
‘sided over infrequent divorcae proceedings, and buried their dead in
» 'Bhe traditional Jewish manner. Intermarriage waa forbidden on pain of
lmmnlcation -as wag adultery and prostitution. Thus their firm
mmv 11fe an#noral purity has been notad by many an off-beat traveller.
- dcheohita (ritual slaughter of animals) was a rite practiced in
'acbordimcq with the Biblieal verslon. True, the priiests looked upon
 the newly trained teachers with grave suspicion. They were displacing
tha!.r traditional role, introducing a pew language - for the Kohan
" 111 read the Bibla in the ancient Ethioplan tongue - Ghez, adding new
poat-blblioal holidays like Hanuka and Purim. The teachess with their
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Mﬂm!'o dmmﬁo exposures were bringing a more orit!.oal attitude not
W $o the historic texts, but towards the views and role of their
:gldorn- The%foreign* trained teachers wore western dress, an importation

?S_:_-."':!'rom Israel or the Ethiopian cities, displacing the exotic, fii cotton

sham and turban, the classic garb of both priest and lay parson.

! - Bpt .%he new State of Iarael did not welcome them. This they could

s, m wmarata.nd No schlichim fomissaries) were dispatched to the
Moplm hinterland to fly them %o Israel. The Ethiopian Jews were aware
ﬂ the ‘miradulous, rescue on "Wings of Eagles” of their kinsmen in Yemen.

wam&- Imelilplanoa (E1 Al and military) flew regularly to Addis Ababba,.

; no emipwios or travel agents reeruited them for migration oxr even to

/mk in Israsl. The few Falasha adolaacenta who were taken to the Mizrahi

e mm: At Kfar Batya in the mid-19508, were expacted to return to their

villnsaa %0 perform the roles Zor which they were being praepared -

:'Ej"ﬁhleﬂ? @8 teachers and medical aids. This adventurous training program

8 abruptly terminated in a few years, so there were never enough teachers

_ff or moalaal dressers to £ill their minimal requirements. Those who went to

.- Xerael naver forgot their contacts with the ancient homeland and with

'ﬁno broador Jewlsh world, and some of them have since managed to

Mm-n.

: 155 Palaohas entered Iarael between 1948 a.nd 1077 == all
£ ﬁuegally." even though every obstacle was put in their way by Israeli

Mhorh.les. Some even had to pose as Christian pllgrims with crosses

muml their necke in order reach theér own sacred land.(It is worth

n;pl.ng that there are Ethioplan churches inlasrael, an Ethioplan Embassy

b -tomornruy out of service - and it is estimated that over 1000
ms.opiam (non-Falashas) reside in the country.)

: -While the Jewlsh A¥ency secretly provided help for their educational

_mm in Ethiopia, such efforts were designed to have tham remain
-*.there permanently. It never undertook a mission to promote aliya, althosh

tha Jewish world has lavishly supported this AGency on the premj.as that

tld.s was 1ts major task. -

- Ta keep them out of Israel, rumours were ciroulated that they were
y mt reully Jewny ot ¥hat they suffered from loathsome), contaglous
_.d&msas: that they wera not ocapable of dwelling 1in a western soclety;
ki or that thoir exotic,unique culture would be destroyed if they moved

en masse out of their native landy or that Hallle Selassie did not want

to let them g0. The late Emparor is said to have “protected” them, since
thoy were the only visible link with his alleged anclent lineal descent

m the union of tfer Queen of Sheba with King Solomon some three thou-

sand 3’9__3_1'? agol Since he never did anything for his own Cop‘tlc Christians

REEIE
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% mﬁ Eollon populations, it is difficult to belleve that Jewiah leaders,
;Y* who vis!.‘f'g the monarch at his court, were really taken in by such comments,
g they nevertheless spread the word around and it too undermined efforts
_tﬂ mmte their migration. Falashas had never profited from his autocratic
? 8. He pever removed historic dipabilities against them, except for the
handm of Falashas, who had managed to get a western education without
bamﬁt of his assigtanté. They were indispensible to his under-manned,
\Intra.lmd adninistrative apparatus. Such Falachas did not parade their
Jew.lsh Mglna or associations. It is worth noting that ne Falashas could
onron in elther a high school or college, few as they were in Ethiopia,
unleaﬂ they "passed” as Ethiopian Chrietians. In the process some never
ratumd %0 the Jewish fold.
. When the emperor was finally . deposed by the revolution in September
"-Q;.'f'ﬁ;l??lh 1% 1s ocurious that there were ®oms world Jekish ‘leaders, who actu-
‘- ally balievod that this would be goof for the Ethiopian Jews. They would
new be given land, a major plank of the revolutionary agrarian program.
?erhapa in time they would enjoy other civic freedoms. It was obvious
" from the outeet that this would become a violent, bloody. socialist
‘__._.:'eglm with overtones of nationaliem that would precldde the Falashas.
. Wh:ile 1t is questionable wwhether revolutions were ever good,
Whotlmr in their early stages and often not even in their later periods
(Buaaia is as good an example as any) for the culture of the Jewish
muluﬂ.on. all these hopeful evalua bions of this one proved equally
"muaory.'l'he Jews have not only not aucaeded in obtain!.ng any land,
which has already been widely diatrs.buted. but they haw ™ disposgeds<”»
of their high rent, highly taxed tenant holdinga. They are now more
¢, landlese thaf before: With Nationalism rampant, with oivil war killing the
uppoaltion day and night, with an army hastily martialled %o combat both
Mnsldanta and the enemy in Somali, Eritrea and Sudan, youth end young
hﬂsbanda havee been ruptured from their familiesl disrupting family
"14fe, With the sealing of the borders, they have found no means of
Maatina escape. Even the 60 non-~Falasha Jewish Iamilies living in
E‘thlopi.a, all refugees from Aden some 25 yaa.rs ago, have had their
proparty confiscated gand had (to ultimately flee the country. But
mlk@ the Falaghms, most of them had British passports, were well-to-do,

,-_-__hnd politicsl connections and could eseape with their lives intact.
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: In the pressnt dictatorial regime's efforts to socialize and
mmtionelize all economic holdings and homogenise the numerous ethnic

+ 1ltures which dot the terrain, the distinctive Jewlsh culture is in

_‘3ven more serious jeopardy. Their numbers are to begin with emall.

b Ehey are politically powerless. Their children are being drafted into
hhe national youth foroes and the army, where they are brainwashed with
~“al1itant slogans and inspi'ed to take on radically new loyalties, which
u'a both mt-fanﬁly and anti-ethnic group. So this ancient culture,
pr&sarvaﬂ with blood for centuries, perhdps for millenia, against

/ . avery provocation and outright physical attack is now on the verge
°f axt’.mtiono i

: The geverance of relations with Israel in 1973, as a result of the

o Yom Kippuwr War, when African nations aligned themselves with the Arab

- states whethor they wished to or not, and the further fear of

L-uainé $he wrath of the Arab nations if Jews were allowed to augment

the manpower of Israel by migration, and the recent "invasion® of the

' coumtry by Soviet Russian and Communist Cuban military forces to repel

f‘tha Somalls and Eritreans, has kproduced a coalition of aventa that defy

" any promise for the Ethmp!.an Jows, if they . remain in that eountry.

. Thousandg prayed that somehow the Jewish world would find a meansto

help them Teach Israel. Every rumor caused many of them to abandon their

:vim.'gas ‘and move quietly, often on foot for hundreds of kilometers,

. to the cepital, Addis Ababba. But no welcoming or helping Jewish hand

" was there %o receive them. Eventually they were forced bakek to their

ks inseoure homes, where they now live as virtual refugees, or hostages,or

: anslaved.

. Thore is a lot of idyl] talk, seriously uttered by knowledgable

fdhwu. that if they really wanted to go to Israel, they would risk their

_necks and find some subterranesn route. They compare them with Jews from

.other lands, who somehow found a way to escape. Therefvre they conclude,

~thet they are not sure that the Ethiopian Jows really want to leave

" Ethiopia and go to Isrmel, Fhey forget that most of the Jewish

.migrations to Israel, or elsewhere, were motivated and financed by

“pelativries, by friends, by landsmanschaften, by international Jewish

--organisations, by entrepreneurs looking for cheap labor, who dispatched

i emigondhos and money to asstst such a povement. But the Ethiopian

Jews live far from any ports of embarkation either for ship or air.
They live amongst unfriendly neighbors, who would turn them in for

"dhelaht revenge or any hounty promlﬁeu‘by‘an"ﬁ¢ﬁrﬂuﬁninioun political
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regime. They are without funds, or means of transportation, or underground
- gonnections that would make any exodus possible. They would go, if there
_was aven a single person available to direct them, but such a person
MSmtud.nt at the pressnt time. Even their final flightte Israel
lntho 19778 wag a last minute improvisation with one individual looking
i:after thelr final details and welfare. He came temporarily from abroad.
They scannot do it on their own. They need the help of responsible,
fo:perhnced. wall’ financed Jewish world machinery, which has proven
“egpert in similar roles inall other countries of the world. But a
.'_-"f:mn'reptitl.ous migration, even if it could save some scores and even
7 hundrede, 18 not an effective means of saving 28,000 Jewish lives.
;. It must therefore be an open and above bomrd migration with the consent,
‘f no mttax' how grudging, of both parties. They are not needed in Ethiopila,
.‘,'_fs: for they cannot augment the wealth of that nation. But their modest
:;: arti.aan Bkills, their knowledge of midwifery, their intelligence and
--f', iangusge adaptabiiity, their religious convictions are collective
~ asgets that the Jewish world and especially Israel needs and oould
cxplli‘l for the sake of the continuity not only of the Ethiopian Jews
bll‘! for all the Jewish people.
. 12 Ierael, because of delicate international diplonacy eannot
nndertaka this task on its own, thedre are other countries, inecluding
. the United States with its vauwnted Human Rights policies add its
:- " Congressional Committee for the support and rescue of refugees from
" other lands, which could be enlisted for this effort both directly
* with Ethiopia or through other international channels. Israel has
aontaotﬂ. resources and knww-how on the best methods of utilizing
- '4his extra-national approach.
_' But the Ethiopian Jews cannot survive, if the Jewish world
“pesorts to their resiyide on a one by one basis, through the humanitarian
- appeal of reuniting families, which seems to have auoeaded in other
- 4nstances. This may save a few hundrad lives, but 11'. is not a plat¢form
\Sor saving an entire national group from oblivion,
.+ I% has been noted by people who know of their prasence in Israel,
that they have made a remarkeble accommodation, largely by dint of their
1 quiet efforta. Some are already completing their university studies.
Smu have become expert mechanics, although they never saw or handled

machine of any kind before they left their inacessible villages.

L) *



.7."71 '3*.." . =:f§?7‘-f.‘;f="-‘-,,"."‘ o 9.. "

'. Hany of tho women were rapidly trained and immediately employed as

. Qwives and nusses, both in short supply in Israel. They have made excel-
I.nnt gsoldiers. Several have been killed in action for a coumtry, which

~had inttially questioned their entry. They swing on the same .

: plmunﬁamld attend the same achools as their white fellow Jews.

’ R@maﬂum leaders and teachers remark about their intelligence,

mpmtien and favorable relations with their play and class mates.

_ ﬁhoh‘ mlghbora. white or darker hued, redeive them with cordial

mosphanty. and all kinds of colored bodies can be found at their

f‘_ "aimohas + firom a brit milah to & wedding.’Some have already married

!-:""Xemnltea. Indian Jews, Sephardi and Ashkenasis.

BT ¥ puhlle opinion survey in 1975 and several reports of sociologists

' havo rovealed that there is little color prejudice amongst the PEOPLE

"“of Israel. Would that the attitudes of the bureaucrats placdd in

‘B&ateglo' poaitlone*n the saveral departments of immigration and

_ @narption had a matching benevolence.

o " They are comely, solemn and gracious in manner, reverent towards

: d.ders. and if Israel doesn't erase it with its melange of pluralistic

: !.ﬁcologlam they will remain loyal to the traditional practices of

¥ J'ndn!.sm. They have de monstrated that they can bacome part of the

- “western soens as easily and as boneficially for themsolves and the
comtr.v. as any other Israeli. It is their intention to remain in Israel
foraur and not use it as a Jumplnz off point for some mope favorable
neommlc ‘elimats.

M iy Both Chief Rabbia have once aszain declared they are Jgwa,

T The government has officlelly ruled that they are eligible to come

'under the law of return.

: .-«,3-_ Then why the BLACK OUT on BLACK JEWS?

=15 If Israell wont negotiate thair releases if the Jewish Aganoy
w!.ll not fulfill its well supportad responsibilities) if world Jewish

“leaders continue to ba cilent partners to this imminent holocausts

‘ then it will be incumbent for ‘an independent group to come foreward,

‘fell the true story to the world preass, and send an independent mission

%o Ethiopia to save Isalah's "Remnant of Israol.”
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The Black Jews of Ethiopia:
an Endangered Species

By RACHAMIM ALAZAR

;Yor more than 2,000 years, in small villages .

scattered high in the rugged mountains
the Great Rift of northeast Africa, my

_people have paused from their work every :

. Sabbath and studied the Bible. But, unless
mﬂm’eﬂmﬁsmdeﬁakentoaidthsoon.m
the next five to ten years they, like most
minority groups caught in the crossfire of civil
war andamolutlonmapoureomtry.wﬂlbe
but a memory, a footnote on the pages of
history.

I am a Jew from now living in
Israel. Iamblack.lnElhlopiatheycallus
falashas, Amharic for strangers; We call our-
selves Beta Yisrael, House of Isrdel.

Once we were a proud people with'a territo-
ry—as well as a culture, tradition and litera-

ture—of our own. In the 16th Century, when °

we numbered approximately oné-half million,

igni part of Ethiopia.
And, until the establishment of modern Israel
four centuries later, we were the last Jewish
state.

Attheendofthelﬁth(!enmry however,

.the Ethiopians, reinforced by Portuguese
guns, overthrew the Jewish kingdom, en-
slaved our mdatroyed our books, seized
our land and,

. to the low status of sharecroppers and serfs,

Our number ‘dwindled rapidly—halved to

250,000 in 1850 when we were discovered by

missionaries, fell to 100,000 by the turn of the
20th . Century, and has plunged to a mere
. 28,000 today. Like most Ethiopians, we suf-

[ered from disease and poverty and, in addi- -

_tion, because we were landless sharecroppers,

5, wehadtoretm?ﬁ%oiomharw!tmlhe...‘

landowners and to the state. In short, we were
among the poorest pesple of one of the world's
poorest countries, -

Today we are being driven by the thou-
sands from our rented farms. Our oppressors
are not members of the new revolutionary
government of Ethiopia who want to return
the land to all the people, but the former
feudal landlords who continue to forcefully
oppose the new government policies in the re-

mote areas where the majority of my people

live.

~ These counterrevolutionary coalitions are
- trying to usurp as much territory as possible
now before the government, currently pre-

. occupied with wars in the Eritrean and Oga- '
den regions, is able to bring stability to the

areas where we live.

To accomplish their aims, those landlords
are kidnaping our Lung people to serve in
their armies and to be sold as slaves for funds
to purchase munitions.

that time on, relegated us -

‘Slaves. Jewish slaves in 1980—incredible as
it seems, civilization has not really changed
gince thé time of Moses. What is even more
mmdihieisthatmanypolﬂimansinﬁmenca
and in our spiritual homeland, Israel, are
aware of my people’s plight. Yet no one in
powerhasﬁftedaﬂngerwsavethmmost
ancient of Jewish communities.

In Israel, I live with 330 of my Ethiopian
brothers and sisters. We hear every day about
the tragedies befalling our people. Many are at
the brink of starvation. For two millennia, our
people have prayed facing Jerusalem, like all
Jews, to express our longing to return to the
Jewish homeland and to practice our religious
beliefs in peace. For hundreds of years, we
strove to preserve our Jewish traditions under
all sorts of that we were
the only Jews left in the world.

And now no one will listen. i
The Isracli government. appears to be

:hleﬂecﬁvemdenlingwim:hepugg!:fow

people. Prime Minister Menachem

that he favors the immigration of the falashas,
but there is no evidence that he is doing any-
thmgto_fm-therit_: _

We believe that the main roadblock is a
handful of bureaucrats in the Israeli Ministry
of the Interior and in the Jewish Agency who
flout the major tenet on which the Jewish
state was established—to provide a homeland

" for all Jews. We hold no malice toward the

Ethiopian government, which wants to bring

_reform to its people in place of the feudal

tryanny of former Emperor Haile Selassie.

1 have traveled to your country as a repre-
sentative of my people to ask the Jews of
America to offer their succor to the Jews of
Ethiopia, just as in the past they have helped
Jews from the Soviet Union, from Syria, from
all over the world. And I ask the generous
people of America to encourage Washington
to send food and medical aid to all the people

-of Ethiopia. We have always been your

friends, and now we have nowhere .else to
turn. 0

Rachamim Alazar, who m:gfated to Israel
from Ethiopia in 1972, i8 completing his studies
in African and Mideast history at Tel Aviv
University, He recently visited Los Angeles
while on @ nationwide speaking tour. sponsored
by the American Association for Ethiopian Jews.
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TO:

RE:

Contact: Prof. Howard M. Lenhoff

304 Robin Hood Lane

Costa Mesa, California 192627 .

714/642-8613

Editor

Falasha Prayer for Your Passover Edition

Please save a spo;'in your Passover edition, the holiday of freedom, for
this moving Falasha prayer written in the mountains of Africa centuries
and centuries ago.

_ _A FALASHA PRAYER. . __
Do not separate me, O Lord, from the chosen,

From the joy, from the light, from the splendor.

. Let me see.-O Lord, the light of Israel,

And let me listen to the words of the just

while they speak about the Law.

To teach fear .of thee, 0 Lord, King forever.

Thou art blessed, 0 Lord, be merciful to me.

. By day be Thou my shepherd, and my guardian at night.

When I walk be my guide, when I sit be my guardian.

When I call Thee keep Thou not silent..

"I love Thee, hate me not;

I have confidence in Thee,

- ABANDON ME NOT.

From Falasha Anthologz by Wolf Leslau; p. 126, Yale University Press,
New Haven (1951). . :
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editorial views of the news

The Falashas—a shameful chapter

By J.I. FISHBEIN

One of the prominent jurists of our
Jewish community is making it his
husiness at every meeting he attends, to
stand up and ask the question, “What are
we doing for the Falashas?"

As is well known, the Sentinel was the
first publication to bring the problem to
the attention of the Jewish world back in

1968 when we made our initial trip to

Ethiopia and had the good fortune to be
taken into the mountains where-they liv-
ed by the “Dr. Schweitzer" of that region,
an Isrieli named Dr. Felezer. He was on
loan to the Ethiopian government, had us-
ed his own meager funds to build very
primitive clinics in the Falasha villages,
and had grown cynical by the refusal of
world Jewry to come to the Falashas’ aid.

Subsequently, as the record will show
— although now there is studied attempt
to re-write history — we took our 8mm
film that we had brought back, for a year
trudged [rom synagog to synagog collec-
ting nickles and dimes which were for-
warded to the capitol of Ethiopia, Addis
Ababa. With this money, we rented a
large tract of land in the northwest por-
tion of Ethiopia, purchased several
modern tractors, established a Falasha
settlement and returned a year~later to
make the hazardous journey in a
chartered Cesna plane to Asmara to
check on its accomplishments.

We should point out that during this

time we also pleaded with all the Jewish
agencies — JDC, ORT, HIAS, even going
so far as to send our co-publisher to Lon-
don where the offices of an organization
supposedly supplying the Falashas with
assistance was located — in a vain effort
to gel help. The answer — or rather ex-
cuse we got — was “are they authentic
Jews?"

Finally, in 1973, the Israeli rabbinate
agreed they were Jews and we thought
the problem was finally solved.

In the meantime, Emperor " Haille
Selassie was deposed, internal disruption
occurred and now a left-wing government
favored by Moscow controls Lhe country.

Within the past year the plight of the
Falasha became so desperate that a new
effort to save the remnants was under-
taken by a merged organization whose
headquarters are in Los Angeles called
the “American Association for Ethiopian
Jews." They have carried on a tireless
battle to stir Israel into action. We have
stayed out of it partly because we have no
desire to embarrass Israel during this dif-
ficult time of negotiations and partly
because there comes a time when the
most stout-hearied find the odds too
greal.

What made us decide to speak at this
time was the publication of a front page
article in the Chicago Tribune last Mon-
day in column 1 enlitled *Falasha - ‘boat
people’ of the Mideast” by Clarence
Page. We can sweep the issue uhder the
rug no longer.

According to the story in the Tribune:

“It is a tragedy that Israel, a country
founded to provide a homeland for the
world's displaced Jews, has not reached
out to help the Falasha,” said Nate
Shapiro, a Highland Park stockbroker
who heads the Chicago chapter of the
American Association for Ethiopian
Jews. :
“They are being slaughtered, tortured,
and sold into slavery in Ethiopia, yet the
Israeli government won't do anything to
help bring them to Israel, where they
desperately want to go.”

Shapiro, whose family origins are Rus-
sian, has beep campaigning locally for the
Falasha ever since neo-Nazis threatened
to march on Skokie and he became aware

[of “the holocausts that exist today,” he

said. So far, his efforts have won the sup-
port of the 12 North Shore synagogs and
other Jewish leaders, but he is dismayed
that most action has gone no further than
resolutions.

All sorts of excuses have been given for
Israel's failure to take in only 350
Falashas during all this time. Approx-
imately 150 immigrated into Israel during
the past five years while nearly 400 Viet-
namese boat people were brought into
Israel during 1979 alone.

Some say it is a matter of red tape
bureaucracy; others say the absorption
department prefers to work quietly
rather than stir up Ethiopian resentment.
All of this is pure bunk.

The real answer was given by Moshe
Bar-Yehuda, official of Israel's Labor
Federation, as told to a UPI reporter on
Feb. 23, 1979, in the Los Angeles Times:

“...The first is prejudice — the color of
-their skin. The government does not want
L them here. Secondly, the Israeli govern-
ment doesn't want to endanger
diplomatic contacts with African states.”

The Israeli newspaper Davar says:
“The Falashas did not come because they
were not wanted. This is the naked truth
and it must be said.”

One of the responsible shlichim of the
Jewish Agency who is not concerned with
this matter reported on the weekly
review of Israeli radio that a highly. plac-
ed person in the State, a person with a
greal religious responsibility, said Lo him:
“Mi tzarich et hashchorim ha-ele?” (Who
needs those Blacks?) (Bamaaracha, Feb.
1979.)

In all fairness, it should be noted that
Prime Minister Begin has recently urged
a world-wide public campaign to save the
Falasha. It should also be said that Israel
is nol the only one Lo blame; the rich a

powerful American Jewish community
-have money for everything under the sun_
bul nol enough [osave (heir Tellow Jews

' atever happens, history will have to

‘record this whole disgraceful mess as une
of the most shameful chaplers in Jewish
history. All of us are Lo blame. We ought
to be ashamed of ourselves.




"MA CHASERLI FALASHIM?"

Weizman puts off question

of Falashas; group shocked

Things were not going too well
for the pro-Falasha activists atten-
ding the annual national meeting of
the North American Student Net-
work held in Washington, DC this
winter.

The enthusiasm they had ex-
pected from our college youth to
support the Falasha ecause met
some of the same kind of opposition
encountered with many of our
adult community leaders who have
been propagandized by the UJA in-
to almosg__asolul.e blind aith in the

Weizman: (With a twinkle in his
eye, he jumped back dramatically
from the podium and with feigned
amazement): You saw your first
WHAT? (Random chuckles)

Student A: I saw my first
Falasha. I understand their plight
is very serious. What is there that
can be done?

Weizman: (Leaning forward with
great drama): The less I tell you,
the more Falashas will get out.

Student B, out of turn: But wait,
I understand that Israel has an-
nounced a public campaign to
publicize the plight of the Falashas.

Sentinel
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Recognizing his faux pas, later
Weizman said to the student au-

dience, "Let me eclarify it so it is
very clear, so you won't try to
misattribute something to me.
You'll go around saying I said
“Falasha Shmalasha.”

At that moment, virtually the

whole student group emitted boos
and whistles. Embarrassed, at the
end of the session the outgoing
president of Network got up to res-
pond to Weizman, but Weizman
was whisked away by his security
people.

Nonetheless, the president of

Network got up in front of the
whole group and said, “My- friends,
I think the-time has passed when
an Israeli government leader can
stand in front of Jews and say
“Falasha —Shmalasha.” We would
not have tolerated it in the 30s if he
said "Yecka — Shmecka” (referring
to German Jews). And the time has
passed when anyone can speak [lip-
pantly on the plight of the
Falashas. As long as any Falasha is
in trouble, ‘we are all Falashas." *
(Thunderous applause).

Later, some students learned
that when Weizman was told that
he had lost friends by his eavalier

It should not be necessary to be
quiet.

Weizman: Excuse me, I didn't
recognize you. However, if there is
a public campaign of any sort, I'm
not aware of it. .

Student C: Mr. Weizman, I
would just like to be reassured by
you, because if the rescue of the

! Ethiopian Jews is of high priority
1 A . | totheIsraelj government, how is it
Jewish Agency and politicians of that you, as defense minister, are
Israel. not aware that there is now a
" But it took the arrogant, Public campaign to rescue the
disinterested words of Ezer Weiz- Falashas that has been endorsed

man, the man being talked about as
Begin's successor, to turn around
even the most skeptical of the
students.

What did Weizman, Israel's chief
negotiator with Sadat, do or-say to
cause this dramatic switch in the
college students' attitude? Here
are the reconstructed events as
told to me by four different
students who atfended the con-
ference:

Defense Minister Weizman was
an unexpected guest at the con-
ference. He was in New York at the
time. When he” heard he had a
chance to speak to 500 leading stu-
dent activists of the U.S., he travel-
ed to Washington for a special two-
hour meeting with them. The
discussion was controlled and the
students had to submit their names
beforehand to be called upon. Weiz-
man's discussion took place one
day after the Faiasha liberation
leader, Baruch Tegegne, had given
an emotional speech to the
students discussing the plight of
his people.

Student A: Mr. Defense
Minister, yesterday I saw my first
Falasha.

by the Israeli government and the .

Jewish Agency?

Weizman: I am not aware of such
a public campaign. Maybe the
Jewish Agency was instigating
such a campaign, but I do not
remember it being discussed in the
government. Besides which, all the
people in the cabinet have their
own problems to worry about. I
myself have my own problems.
(Boos and hisses)

Weizman indicated again he was
not aware of the public campaign,
so a Network student leader lean-
ed over to the podium to tell Weiz-
man of the dates that these pro-
nouncements were made in Israel
by Begin and Dulzin of the Jewish
Agency.

Weizman, turning to the leader
and speaking away from the
microphone, said angrily in a low
voice and in Hebrew, but still audi-
ble to the audience: “Leave me
alone, “Ma chaserli Falashim?' (All
I need now is the Falashas?)"

The students in the audience
who knew Hebrew threw their
heads back in disbelief as the
defense minister said these words.

attitude, he appeared perturbed,
but not apologetic. He said, “Well,
they are always out to misunders-
tand me.
Falashas as much as the next guy.”

1 want to save the

We hope so. Nonetheless, we

question why a man in such a

powerful position who is being talk-

ed about as the next prime.

minister of Israel, was so uninform-

ed about the government policy

regarding the Falashas. To the
students it seemed as if he didn't
care to be informed. At least, this
is what came across.

To.get more information
and to help get the
Falashas to Israel

SEND YOUR TAX
DEDUCTIBLE GIFTS TO:

American Association
for Ethiopian Jews

6505 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 802
Los Angeles. Calif. 90048



The Black Jews of Ethiopia:
an Endangered Species

By RACHAMIM ALAZAR
morethan2000}'ears,msmallvdlages ‘Slaves. Jewish slaves in 1980—incredible as
high in the mountains it seems, civilization has not really changed
theGreatRiﬁufmrthaastAﬁ'lca.my since theé time of Moses. What is even more

people have paused from their work every
- Sabbath and studied the Bible. But, unless a
major effort is undertaken to aid them soon, in
the next five to ten years they, like most
minority groups caught in the crossfire of civil
warandarevolutlonlna poor country, will be
but a memory, a footnote on the pages of

history.
~ I am a Jew from Ethiopia now living in
Israel. I am black. In Ethiopia they call us
faloshas, Amharic for strangers, We call our-
selves Beta Yisrael, House of Isrdel. ;

Once we were a proud people with'a territo-
ry—as well as a culture, tradition and litera-
ture—of our own. In the 16th Century, when

- we numbered approximately ong-half million,
we ruled over a significant part of Ethiopia.
And, until the establishment of:modern Israel
four centuries lal.er. we were the last Jewish
state.

At the end of the 16th Cenmry however,
the Ethiopians, reinforced by Portuguese
guns, overthrew the Jewish kingdom, en-
slaved our people, destroyed ouf books, seized
our land and, from that time on, relegated us

. to the low status of sharecroppers and serfs.

Our number -dwindled rapidly—halved to

250,000 in 1850 when we were discovered by -

missionaries, fell to 100,000 by the turn of the
20th . Century, and has plunged to a mere
. 28,000 today. Like most Ethiopians, we suf

fered from disease and poverty and, in add: -

tion, because we were landless sharecroppers,
we had to return 75%. of our harvest to the
landowners and to the state. In short, we were
among the poorest people of one of the world's
poorest countries. -

Today we are being driven by the thou-
sands from our rented farms. Qur oppressors
are. not members of the new revolutionary
government ‘of Ethiopia who want to return
the land to all the people, but the former
feudal landlords who continue to forcefully
oppose the new government policies in the re-

mote areas where the majority of my people-

live. _
These counterrevolutionary coalitions are
trying to usurp as much territory as possible

now before the government, currently pre-

occupied with wars in the Eritrean and Oga-

den regions, is able to bring stability to the -

areas where we live.

To accomplish their aims, those landlords
are kidnaping our {eoms people to serve in
their armies and to be sold as slaves for funds
to purchase munitions.

inotedjhleisﬂmtmmy in America
and in our spiritual homeland, Israel, are
aware of my people’s plight. Yet no one in’
power has lifted a finger to save this most
ancient of Jewish communities.

hIsrael,llivewuh&'SOof Ethiopian
brothers and sisters. Wehearevery day about
the tragedies befalling our people. Many are at
thehmkofatarvauon.i‘ortwo millennia, our
people have prayed facing Jerusalem, like all
Jews, to express our longing to return to the
Jewish homeland and to practice our religious
beliefs in peace. For hundreds of years, we
strove to preserve our Jewish traditions under
all sorts of hardships, thinking that we were

. hardships,
. the only Jews left in the world.

And now no one will listen. - -

The Israeli governmient. appears to be
ineffective in dealing with the plight of our
people. Prime Minister Menachem Begin says
that he favors the immigration of the falashas,
but there is no evidence that he is doing any-
thmgtofm‘thent. _

- We believe that the main rondblock isa
hmdflﬂofbmeaummmthelmelimmy
of the Interior and in the Jewish Agency who
flout the major tenet on which the Jewish
state was established—to provide a homeland
for all Jews. We hold no malice toward the
Ethiopian government, which wants to bring
reform to its people in place of the feudal
tryanny of former Emperor Haile Selassie.

I have traveled to your country as a repre-
sentative of my people to ask the Jews of
America to offer their succor to the Jews of
Ethiopia, just as in the past they have helped
Jews from the Soviet Union, from Syria, from
all over the world. And I ask the generous
people of America to encourage Washington
to send food and medical aid to all the people
of Ethiopia. We have always béen your
friends, and now we have nowhere else to
turn. .. ]

Rachamim Afomr, who em:gmtod to Israel
from Ethiopia in 1972, is completing his studies
in African and Mideast history at Tel Aviv
University. He recently visited Log Angeles
while on a nationwide speaking tour. sponsored
by the American Association for Ethiopian Jews.
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Contact: Prof. Howard M. Lenhoff
' 304 Robin Hood Lane
Costa Mesa, California 92627
714/642-8613
TO: Editor
RE: Falasha Prayer for Your Passovef Edition
Please save a spot in your Passover edition, the holidaj of freedom, for
this moving Falasha prayer written in the mountains of Africa centuries
and centuries ago. i
. A, FALASHA PRAYER. B -
Do not separate me, 0 Lord, from the éhosen,
| From the joy, from the light, from the splendor.

Letlme see, 0 Lord, the light of Israei,

And let me listen to the words of tﬁe just

while they speak about the Law.

To teach fear of-thee, 0 Lord, King forever.

Thou art blessed, 0 Lord, be merciful to mé.

By day be Thou my shepherd, and my guardian at night.

When I walk be my guide, when I sit be my guardian.

When I call Thee keep Thou not silent.

1 love Thee, hate me not;

I.have confideﬁce in Thee,

ABANDON ME NOT.

From Falasha Anthology by Wolf Leslau, p. 126, Yale University Prgsé,
New Haven (1951).




American Association for Ethiopian Jews

(A merger of the American Pro-Falasha Comumittee and the Friends of Beta-Israel (Falasha) Community in Ethiopia)

Temporary Address: . |
o A Oqtober 13, 1978
Pelham, New York 10803

Phone: (914) 738-0856

Rabbi Marec Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Marc:

Thanks for arranging to see me on Wednes®day, October 25th at

10:30 A. M. Yes, there is an emergency. Some of the Ethiopian Jews
have been killed, some held as hostages, some sold as slaves and
thousands are living as refugees in their own land. Reports have
come that there are scores in refugee camps rotting away in Sudan.
Until some weeks ago, even the two Jewish agencies like ORT and JDC
working in Ethiopia denied the seriousness of these reports. Now
they are beginning to provide assistance to some-and merely investigating
other conditions. Not a single Ethiopian Jew has been brought to
Israel since December 1977, and then only because of theceaseless
pressure of our organization. World Jewry must come to their rescue
immediately: by Israel sending some one of Cabinet Level to negotiate
for the release of 28,000 Jews, all of whom want to go to Israel;

by a high level American Jewish mission going to Ethiopia and Sudan
to see for itself under what horrible conditions Jews have been
forced to live (if you want to call it living); and if Ethiopia
objects to either, then the word must be told in no uncertain terms,
that Ethiopia is denying Jews their right to migrate,in an effort to
open up the gates for their rescue. Otherwise some of us are left
with no other alternative, but to tell this wretched story in full
page ads in the New York TIMES.

I'm enclosing a number of articles that our organization circulates
to those who are interested in the welfare of the most neglected
Jewish group in the world.

Kol tov. Chag Sameach.
Sha ’

Gragnum Berger

A Copy of the last annual report may be obtained from the New York State Board of Social Welfare,
Office Tower, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12242

Contributions are tax deductible



American Association for Ethiopian Jews

[A merger of the American Pro-Falasha Committee and the Friends of Beta-Israel (Falasha) Community in Ethiopia]

Eastern Regional Office National Materials Center Western Regional Office

340 Corlies Avenue 6505 Wilshire Blvd., Room 802 304 Robin Hood Lane

Pelham, New York 10803 Los Angeles, California 90048 Costa Mesa, California 92627

(914) 738-0956 _ (213) 852-1049 (714) 642-8613
Dear Rabbi,

As Passover, the holiday of freedom, approaches, our thoughts turn once again to those Jews less fortunate
than we are. Although the established American Jewish groups are now circulating their yearly supplement-
ary Seder prayer for the Jews of the Soviet Union, and perhaps of Syria, Iran and Argentina — few, if any,
make mention of the Falashas (Beta Yisrael) — The Black Jews of Ethiopia.

The American Association for Ethiopian Jews (AAEJ), a small rank and file organization, with no paid
staff, for years has been virtually alone in trying to inform American Jews that there are 28,000 Jews living
in Northwestern Ethiopia under the worst possible conditions.

Today their conditions are further worsened by the wars and unrest now afflicting Ethropla After years
of deep involvement in this issue, we are forced to conclude that certain powerful elements in Israel are
against the Falashas making aliyah; while the established American Jewish “leadership” blindly accepts
“official” explanations. Without going through all the sordid facts (many.of which have been published),
we still have to ask ourselves:

Why are there less than 400 Falashas in Israel today when Israel, in 1979, was able to bring in
400 boat people? And how was it possible that 1000 Christian pilgrims from Ethiopia were
visitors in Israel during the same year?

Why has the UJA in the tons of literature they distribute each year made hardly a mention of
the Falashas until only in the last few months public pressure forced them to do so?

The questions can go on and on. But the AAEJ, frustrated “in ‘our love of Zion” after long efforts to
secure action from Israeli politicians and American Jewish leaders, have decided to take a more active role
in Falasha rescue:

I AM HAPPY TO REPORT TO YOU THAT IN MARCH OF 1980, THE AAEJ IN OUR OWN RES-
CUE EFFORT BROUGHT FIFTEEN FALASHAS OUT OF AFRICA. THANK G-D THEY ARE NOW
SPENDING THIS PASSOVER WITH THEIR FAMILIES IN ISRAEL.

BUT FIFTEEN SOULS IS NOT' ENOUGH! THE AAEJ HAS NOW UNDERTAKEN A MASSIVE

RELIEF PROGRAM, TO PROVIDE FOOD AND SUSTENANCE TO FALASHAS AWAITING TRANS-

PORT 1O ISRAEL. It costs: 350 a month to sustain one Falasha, and

33,000 to bring one Falasha from Africa to Israel.

Our small orgainization has proven that it can be done. Established Jewish groups are not helping. We are
depending upon you to help us.

Could you dedicate this Passover to the Falasha? Can you stimulate individuals to supply sustenance
($50) to Falashas awaiting help? Could your synagogue raise funds to pay for the rescue of one Falasha

($3,000) just as many synagogues have been supplying funds to help the suffering people of Cambodia?
To save one life is to save a nation.

To help you educate your congregants I am enclosing three items:
(1) A moving Falasha prayer written in Africa centuries ago. @
(2) Quotations from letters of Falashas in Ethiopia today. e
(3) Our Information Paper which you may wish to reproduce for your synagogue bulletin.
We look forward to your help. Until the State of Israel and the established Jewish leadership assume
~ their responsibilities in rescuing the Falashas, we have nowhere else to turn except to the rank and file

of the Jewish people — and to you — their teachers.
Sincerely angd Shalom,
Howard M. Lenhoff 2

President, AAEJ, and Professor, University ofCahforma

Please help! A happy kosher Passover to you.

A copy of the last annual report may be obtained from the New York State Board of Social Welfare, .
Office Tower, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12242, or from the Association
Contributions are tax deductible



—IPpEciai reature

From Bechol Zot, Vol. 2, #3, Fall 1978

- A Cry for Jewish Education
The Falasha Jews of Ethiopia

by Yehuda Shapiro

In 1867, in the Semien Mountains of
northwestern Ethiopia, there occurred
one of the most unusual—and most
‘moving-—encounters in recent Jewish
history. A French Jewish scholar-
explorer by the name of Joseph Halevy
entered the village of a tribe of dark-
skinned people whose existence had
been fabled for nearly a thousand
years.

“My approach was announced
beforehand,” reported Halevy later,
“by some children who were tending
flocks of sheep. | hastened my step,
and went to an open spot to see the ef-
fect produced by my sudden ap-
pearance in the midst of the in-
habitants. Men and women cried out
with astonishment at the sight of my
complexion and of my dress. | was
politely asked to go back and enter a

14

hut where several men were sitting
together. On my arrival they saluted
me, and surrounded me, though at a
considerable distance. They appeared
uncomfortable, and when | wished to
go near them they drew back. Onfy two
persans ventured to grasp my hand in a
friendly manner, while the others called
out ‘Atedresbeny!’ (Touch us not!) A
man attired in a long tunic, and holding a
small dish containing water, examined
me from head to foot without utter-
ing a single word. This cold reception
was beginning to be unpleasant to me;
! could not understand their strange
ways, but | was determined to be pa-
tient.

“...After hesitating for a few
minutes, the Falashas broke silence:
‘Gueta’ (Sir), said they, ‘doubtiess you
require a knife or sword: you should
buy them in a large town, for the instru-
ments we make are of too rough a

workmanship to suit a European.’” ‘Ch
my brethren,’ | replied, ‘'l am not only a
European; | am, like you, an Israelite. |
come, not to trade in Abyssinia, but to
inquire into the state of my co-
refigionists, in conformity with the
desire of a great Jewish association
existing in my country. You must know,
my dear brethren, that | also am a
Falasha! | worship no other G-d than
the great Ad-nai, and | acknowledge no
other law than the law of Sinai!" These
words, uttered slowly, and in distinct
tones, that all might understand them,
had a striking effect on the Falashas.
Whilst some appeared to be satisfied,
others shook their heads doubtfully,
and looked at each other as if to in-
quire how | should be answered. At last
several voices exclaimed, ‘What! You a
Falasha! A white Falasha! You are
laughing at us! Are there any white
Falashas?’



Just as world Jewry had all but forgotten the existence of .

.

the Falashas, so too, had the Falashas come to believe that -
they were the last Jews left on earth.

. come from Jerusalem,

“I assured them that all the
Falashas of Jerusalem, and in other.

" parts of the worlid, were white; and that
they could not be distinguished from

the other inhabitants of their respec-

tive countries. The name of Jerusalem,
which | had accidently mentioned,
changed, as if by magic, the attitude of
the most incredulous. A burning
- curiosity seemed all at once to have
seized the whoie company. ‘Oh, do you
the blessed
city? Have you beheld with your own
eyes Mount Zion, and the House of the

L-rd of Israel, the Holy Temple? Are you
_also acquainted with the burying-place

~of our mother Rachel? With glorious
Bethlehem, and-the town of Hebron,
where our holy patriarchs are buried?’

They were never weary of asking -me
questions of this nature; and they

eagerly listened to my replies.

“/ must. confess | was deeply

- moved on seeing those black faces
light up at the memory of our glorious

history. | informed them that, before .

coming to Abyssinia | had visited
Jerusalem, and that the city had sadly
" fallen from its ancient spiendour. | told
them that the Jewish inhabitants of the
Holy City were plunged into misery;

- and that a mosque stands on the site-

of the ancient temple. They were grieved

at this news, as they had no correct -

idea of the actual state of the Holy

Land; most of them believed it beiong-

ed to Roman Christians....”

Professor Halevy spent. some time
among the- Falashas; and. fully satis-

fied that the centuries-old rumors were

true, he returned to Paris to announce
to the world that a legendary, long-lost
Jewish tribe had been rediscovered. He

also hoped to convince the Alliance

Israelite Universelle and other ‘“‘great
Jewish associations”
material, educational and rellgious aid
_to the Falashas, especially since Pro-
testant missionaries were beginning to
make inroads among them. Here,
however, the bold academic who man-
aged to cross sea, wilderness and
mountain to find a hidden people was
less successful. His official report to
the Alliance went unpublished; his
recommendations to Jewish organiza-
tions were ignored; and 111 years after
Halevy’s journey to Ethiopia, the
Falashas still remain the forgotten
members of the world Jewish com-

to extend |

munity. Despite"a century of scholar-
ship, rabbinic responsa, and socio-

logical investigation, a cloud still

shrouds world Jewry’'s knowiledge of
the Falashas—a fog of mystery,
misconception, and downright ig-
norance, that can only be dissipated by

- an informed, public discussion of the
Falashas' past history and present

plight.

No one is sure when or how Jews
first came to Ethlopia, but legends and
theories abound. The Falashas them-
selves often repeat the national legend
of Ethiopia, which dates the establish-

-ment of the Jewish community and
. other ancient Ethiopian Iinstitutions

from the visit of the Queen of Sheba to

- the court of King Solomon (I Kings.

10:1-13; It Chronicles 9:1-12). According
to this tale, the Queen returned to her
land (which the Ethiopians identify

~ with their own) not only with ‘a2 son

sired by Solomon, but also with a-large
entourage of Hebrew subjects——the
ancestors of the Falashas.

The Jews of the Middie Ages—who
seem, curiously enough, to have been
more keenly aware of the existence of
co-religionists in Ethiopia than most
modern Jews—knew of a different tra-

dition. Based on the report of a.

mysterious traveler of the late ninth
century who called himself Eidad Ha-
Dani— and who may himself have
been a Falasha=medieval Jews
believed that their brothers and sisters

* in the land of Cush were descendants

of the lost tribe of Dan. Legend had it
that the Danites first came to Ethiopia
during the troublesome reign of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat. There, it
was said, they set up an independent
Jewish state, defended by their own

warriors and governed by their own

king.

Modern scholars have recognized
that these legends may contain a
strong element of historical truth, but
they have not hesitated to suggest
hypotheses of their own. One theory
surmises that the remote ancestors of
the Falashas were Hebrew soldier-
farmers - known to have been garri-
soned on the Egyptian-Ethiopian fron-
tier around 600 B.C.E. Another theory
maintains that the first Jews in
Ethiopia were refugees from Roman
persecution in the period following the

destruction of the Second Temple. Yet
another conjecture argues that to
understand the origin of Judaism in
Abyssinia, one must look across the
Red Sea to the ancient Jewish com-
munity of Yemen. According to this
opinion—one widely held among -
students of Falasha history—some
time in the early centuries of the Com-
mon Era Jews from southem Arabia
came to Ethiopia; there they settied,
proselytized among the natives, and
eventually married the converts they
had made.

Whatever the true ‘origin of the
Falashas, the old Abyssinian chroni-
cles make it clear that by the fourth
century of the Common Era, Judaism
had spread over a large part of
Ethiopia. In- the course of time an
autonomous Falasha kingdom arose—
just as Eldad Ha-dani reported to
medieval Jewry—with its strategic
center located in the rugged terrain of
the Semien Mountains. It even appears
that in the tenth century the Jews ruled
over the entire Ethiopian empire; con-
temporary records indicate that a

- Falasha queen named Judith over-

threw the -old Axumite dynasty and
placed her own family upon the imperi-
al throne. (The term "“Falasha,” in-
cidently, is a good index of the domi-
nant ' attitude that has prevailed
against the Jews of Ethiopia since
earliest times. An Ethiopic word
related to the Hebrew “‘palash,” it de-
notes an immigrant, an alien, an in-
truder. It shouid aiso be noted that the
Jews of Ethiopia prefer to call. them-
selves by a different name, that- of
“Beta Israel.”) : :

.. Like the Khazars—another group of
free, warrior Jews—the Falashas man-

"aged to preserve their Torah tradition

through the centuries despite their al-
most complete isolation from outside
Jewish communities. The lack of con-

.tact between Ethiopian Jewry and the

rest of the world Jewry, however, did
have its inevitable effect. Probably
never in possession of the Talmud, the
Falashas' knowledge of the Oral Law
dwindled almost to the vanishing
point; so, too, did their knowledge of
the “Holy Tongue,” though it is possi-
ble that some Falashas spoke at least
a crude form of Hebrew as late as the
seventeenth century. Eventually the
Judaism of the Falashas became one
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A century ago, the Jews of Ethiopia numbered a quarter of a
million; a census taken last year reveals that they have been
reduced to a mere 28,000.

based largely on a literal interpretation
of the Ethiopic translation of the Bible.
Torah laws that fell into disuse among
other Jews still remained in full force
among the Falashas. The rules of ritual
purity continued to be observed; the
sacrifice of animals was maintained
with all its details; and the religious life
of the Jews of Ethiopia came to be led,
not by the rabbi, but by the priestly
“kahen.”

But in spite of these differences, it
can be said that a -isitor to the
Falashas at any period in their history
would have found more in common
with standard Jewish practice than in
contrast. The commandment of cir-
cumcision, for example, was scrupu-
lously followed, as were the laws of
niddah, the holy days of the Torah were
marked by special observances, and
the Sabbath—which the Falashas, like
the masters of the Midrash, person-
ified in their literature as a heaveniy
queen—was kept with a strict ab-
stinence from any labor. The Falashas
shared yet another uniquely Jewish
practice: the eternal longing for Zion.
An old Falasha prayer has come down
to us which could easily fit into any sid-
dur: “When the world rejoices in Your
kingdom, when You deliver Your peo-
."ple lIsrael and are gracious to
Jerusalem, Your city, make me rejoice
in Your kingdom together with Your
chosen Israel; deliver me, be gracious
to me, Your servant.”

It is not surprising, then, that when
Egyptian Jews in the sixteenth century
raised the question of the Falashas’
halachic status before their Chief Rab-
bi, Rabbi David ben Solomon Ibn Avi
Zimra—better known to Jewish histary
as the celebrated “Radbaz’’—his an-
swer was unequivocal: not only were
the Falashas Jewish, but one could
marry them without fear that their
lineage was tainted with mamzerut.
“For it is well known,” wrote the Rad-
baz, “that there is always war going on
between the various kings of Abyssinia
because there are three kingdoms in
the country. Some of the inhabitants
are Mohammedans, some of them are
Christians, and some are Israelites of
the tribe of Dan.” The Radbaz did la-
ment the fact that the Falashas had
forgotten the Oral Law, and considered
their Judaism to be a kind of Karaism:
nevertheless, he concluded, if they
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would agree to submit to rabbinic
authority, he would welcome them all
into the community. (This landmark
decision in Halacha can be found in
the published responsa of the Radbaz
—Volume IV, Number 219—and, in
English transiation, in Solomon
Freehof's A Treasure of Response.)

Ironically, it was in the very age in
which the Radbaz rendered his deci-
sion that the legendary power and in-
dependence of the Falashas began to
slip away. The constant warfare; to
which the Radbaz referred had been re-
ientlessly brutal, and often marked by
religious hysteria: One Christian em-
peror of the fifteenth century even
styled himself the *‘Exterminator of the
Jews.” Moreover, while the hundreds
of years of fighting had extracted a
heavy price from all the combatants,
the Christians and the Moslems of
Ethiopia were always abie to replenish
their strength with the aid of co-
religionist allies in other lands; the
isolated Falashas, on the other hand,
were ever forced by their circum-
stances to stand alone. The acqui-
sition in the late sixteenth century by
the Abyssinian Christians, of Portu-
guese firearms and cannons sealed
the fate of the Falashas, and in 1616
the ancient and glorious legacy of
Jewish sovereignty in the land of Cush
became a thing of the past.

Much bloodshed and suffering
followed the fall of the Falasha state.
The practlce of Judaism was banned in
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many parts of Ethiopia; Falashas who
refused to accept baptism—including
their last king, Gideon—were cruelly
put to death; and many Falasha
children were sold into slavery. In time
those Falashas who had survived the
general massacre were permitted to
return to their old religion, but severe
new restrictions were placed upon
them, the most devastating of these
being the prohibition against land-
owning. Ultimately, the people that had
been one of the country’s most impor-
tant groups was systematicaily driven
to the bottom of the social and
economic scale. The descendants of
mighty kings and proud warriors were
forced into sharecropping and
smithing, the two poorest and most
despised of Ethiopian occupations:

The decline of the Falashas con-
tinued into the eighteenth and nine-
teenth centuries. The penetration of
East Africa by Western “civilization”
created a dangerous new problem for
the Falashas, for on the heels of the ex-
plorers, and soidiers, and the diplo-
mats, came hordes of Christian mis-
sionaries. These missionaries had only
a limited measure of success among
the Jews of Ethiopia; one old Falasha
weaver, for example, is reported to
have told a Protestant missionary: “We
had the Bible before you came. The
additions you have made have not bet-
tered it.”” But for thousands cf
Falashas struggling with poverty, sick-
ness and hunger, the material tempta-
tions of the missions finally proved too
strong. In 1862, it is reported, some
missionaries even went so far as to in-
cite pograms by native Ethiopian
Christians against Falashas who
refused to convert. In desperation, a
large number of Falashas set out that
year to walk the great distance from
the land of Cush to the land of
Israel—a brave but unsuccessful at-
tempt at Aliyah that ended in tragedy
for nearly the entire party.

The European missionaries did per-
form one service for the Falashas, how-
ever unintentional though it was: by
sending home boastful reports of their
successes among the Abyssinian
Jews, they made world Jewry aware of
the real-life existence of this haif-
forgotten people of legend and moved

cont. on page 18



It is still easier for an Ethiopian Jew to receive a New

Testament and a crucifix than to obtain—lehavdil—a Tanach

and mezuzabh.

A Cry for Jewish Education
cont. from page 16

several prominent European Jews to
compassion and concern over their
plight. Among these sympathetic Jews
was Rabbi Azriel Hildesheimer, the
great sage and leader of German Or-
thodox Jewry. Based on the psak din of
the Radbaz, as well as more recent
studies and reports, Rabbi Hilde-
sheimer issued a manifesto in 1864
which called for immediate action to
save the Falashas from the mis-
sionaries. “We dare not lose courage,”
he exhorted the Jews of Europe, “Itis a
heavy burden which weighs upon our
mind!” And addressing himself to the
Jews of Ethiopia, he assured them:
“Do not lose courage, my brethren, but
be full of confidence; never yet have
the unfortunate knocked at the door of
a Jewish house without having found
assistance.”

But aside from Joseph Halevy's
1867 journey to Ethiopia, the door be-
tween the Falashas and the rest of the
Jewish world remained closed the last
third of the nineteenth century. Be-
cause of missionary activity, sporadic
violence on the part of hostlie neigh-
bors, and such natural catastrophies
as famine and disease, the Jewish
population of Ethiopia continued to
decline sharply: from an estimated
half-million in the twilight years of
Falasha independence to about a
quarter-million in the mid-1800’'s to
roughly a hundred thousand at the
dawn of the twentieth century. Perhaps
the Falashas did draw some measure
of solace from their new conscious-
ness of outside Jewish communities,
for just as world Jewry had all but
forgotten the existence of the
Falashas, so too, had the Falashas
come to belleve that they were the last
Jews left on earth. (Indeed, when an
Italian explorer informed a Falasha
notable that Jews did exist outside
Ethiopia, the notable responded: “Then
all is not lost, and the world is not so
bad as | would have thought.”) But if
they did derive comfort from this, it
proved to be the only “aid” they received
from the generally indifferent Jews of
the late nineteenth century.

Then, in 1904, the vague concept of
heiping the Falashas was transformed
into a structured, international move-
ment. In that year, a twenty-four-year-
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old Orientalist by the name of Dr.
Jacques Faitlovich, an Orthodox Jew
from Poland, who had studied with
Joseph Halevy in Paris, made the se-
cond journey by a European Jew in for-
ty years to his co-religionists in
Ethiopia. Like his teacher, Faitlovitch
was deeply impressed by the Falashas’
Jewishness and deeply moved by their
plight; like his teacher, he was deter-
mined to aid his brothers and sisters in
Abyssinia upom his return to France,
and again like his teacher, he was
rebuffed by the Jewish establishment

of his day. Though Faitlovitch was bit- -

terly disappointed, he did not permit
himself to become discouraged. In
1906 he succeeded in persuading forty-
four outstanding rabbis from all over
the world, including the two Chief Rab-
bis of England, the Rishon Le-Zion of
the Holy Land, and Rabbi Isaac Jacob
Reines, the founder of Mizrachi, to
issue an open letter of support to “our
brethren, sons of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob, who dwell in Abyssinia.” The
signatories pledged “to do all we can
to prepare teachers and books for you,
so that your children will learn to fear
only G-d all their days, and to keep his
Torah, which is changeless.” The letter

ended with the hope that in the near
future G-d would “gather us from the
four corners of the earth and bring us
to Zion.”

Faitlovitch did not let the matter
rest there. Building upon such Im-
pressive endorsaments, he set about
creating “Pro-Falasha Committees” in
the United States and throughout
Europe. Funds were raised for Falasha
material, educational and religious
needs, inciuding a boarding school
(founded in the Ethiopian capital of Ad-
dis Ababa in 1923) and the education
abroad of several promising youths. In
1921 Faitlovitch’s campaign gained
the warm support of the great
Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi of Palestine,
Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook. In an open
letter written that year, Rabbi Kook ap-
pealed to world Jewry "“to save our
Falasha brethren from extinction and
contamination...and to rescue fifty
thousand holy souls of the House of
Israel from oblivion. A holy obligation
rests upon our entire nation to raise
funds with a generous hand to improve
the lot of the Falashas in Ethiopia and
to bring their young children to Jewish
centers in Palestine and the Diaspora.”




The accomplishments of Dr.
Faitlovitch and his movement were
. congiderable for so small a group; it
must be admitted, however, that its
_'jigappointments were many. Most
large Jewish organizations continued
to ignore the plight of Ethiopian Jewry,
and on the rare occasion when they did

make some financial contribution to -

the Pro-Falasha movement, the sum in-
volved was usually paitry. Consequent-
ly, Faitlovitch’'s work among the
Falashas was severely limited, and the
number of Falashas continued to decline
drastically. In 1936 all Faitlovitch’s ef-
forts 'in Ethiopia were brought to an
abrupt and complete halt by the Fascist
ltalian invasion of that country, and
could not be resumed for the duration
of the war.

Despite the many setbacks,
Faitlovitch persevered. After World
War |,
school in the Eritrean city of Asmara,
and after the establishment of the
‘State of Israel, he induced the Torah
Department of the Jewish Agency to
send religious and educational aid to

the Falashas. In 1956 Dr. Faitlovitch’s -
heroic struggle on behalf of Ethiopian
Jewry led to the arrival of twelve :

Falasha boys and girls at Kfar Batya, a
children’s village in |srael founded by

he reopened his boarding -

Mizrachi Women. Sponsored by Youth

Aliyah, these youngsters were taught

Hebrew, normative Jewish belief and -

practice, and modern agricuitural and
industrial skills in a two-year program
that proved to be highly successful. In
. many ways this was the culmination of

Jacques Faitlovitch’s life-long strug- .

gle, and a testament to the hard work
of a small group of selfless people; un-

fortunately, Faitlovitch did not live to |

see this happen. He passed away in -

Israel in October 1955.

It would be wonderful to report that
the status of the Falashas in Ethiopia
is improving, or that many thousands
of Ethiopian Jews have made Aliyah in
the past few years. The present reality,
however, is much harsher and much
more complicated. On the positive
side, the work of Jacques Faitlovitch is

carried on by groups in Israel, England,
and the United States; the American .

group, whose efforts have been par-
ticutarly effective, is called the

Dr. Graenum Berger. Several major

Jewish organizations have resolived to :
support the rescue of the Falashas, |
and a few have even made substantial

contributions; ORT, for example is now
sponseoring a training pregram in
Ethiopia, while the Joint Distribution
Committee last year donated $150,000
to their cause. Several eminent in-
dividuals have come to call for the
redemption of the Falashas, including

- Meyer Levin, the distinguished author,

Rabbi Dr. Emanuel Rackman, the Presi-
dent of Bar-llan University, and the
great Torah authority Rabbi Moshe
Feinstein, who very recently informed
the Association for Ethiopian Jews
that it is a great mitzvah to save the
Falashas from assimilation and to
bring them to Torah. The Israeli Chief
Rabbinate has fully recognized the
Jewishness of the Falashas:
Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi Shiomo Goren
decribed their redemption and return to
Israel-as being part of the Messianic vi-
sion, while Sephardic Chief Rabbi
Ovadia Yosef wrote in a 1972 psak din:
“| have come to the conclusion that the
Falashas are Jews who must be saved
from absorption and assimilation. We
are obliged to speed up their immigra-
tion to Israel and to educate them in
the spirit of the Holy Torah, making
them partners in the building up of our
Holy Land.” After a generation of
Labor Government indifference, the
Government of Israel under Menachem
Begin has come to adopt a favorable
attitude toward a Falasha aliyah. And
perhaps most important of all, a small
Falasha community of about 280 souls
has sprung up in the land of Israel.-
This community includes a recently or-
dained Orthodox rabbi, ten university
students, and seventy-five Tzahal
soldiers. (Tragically, two Falasha
soldiers have already given their lives
for the Jewish State, killed in action
during the Six Day War.):

It must be remembered, however,
that the Falashas’ plight in Ethiopia is
grim, even desperate. A century ago,
the Jews of Ethiopia numbered a quar-
ter of a million; a census taken last
year reveals that they have been re-
duced to a mere 28,000. They still live
in poor, primitive villages, and they still
own no land; most Ethiopians earn no

more than $80.00 a year, one of the -

lowest per capita incomes in the world,
but the average Falasha, incredibly,

eams 330.00 less than that. With the .

exception of venereal disease, (avoid-
ed because of the Falashas’ strict ob-
servance of the Torah’s laws of family
purity) the Jews of Ethiopia are suscep-
tible to’ ®very sickness prevalent in
East Africa; their life expectancy is
therefore that of all Ethiopia—36
years. True hospitais and doctors are
nonexistent among them, the only real
medical facilities are missionary spon-
sored. Though they thirst for a good
education, Falasha schooling is woe-
fully limited; the best schools in their
region are again, missionary spon-
sored. Even in religious instruction and
material the Falashas have been
shamefully shortchanged, for to the
disgrace of world Jewry, it is still
easier for an Ethiopian Jew to receive a
New Testament and a crucifix than to
obtain—Ilehavdil—a Tanach and
mezuzah. .

. Falasha mother and child in Ethiopia

And then there is the violence of

* present-day Ethiopia. The wars, rebel-

lion, and internal chaos that put
Ethiopia into the headlines almost
every day have not left the Falashas
unscathed. It is to the credit of the rul-

- ing military tribunal in Addis Ababa

that there is no official persecution of
the Falashas, but that can only be of
small comfort to them in the current
state of anarchy, in which the stronger

i Christians and Moslems prey naturally -

on the weaker Jews. Little wonder,

" then, that the 28,000 unassimilated
! survivors of the ancient Jewish com-

. munity of Ethiopia can see only one

avenue of escape for themselves. It is
heard in the perplexed comment that
an Anglican missionary in Ethiopia
recently made to an American Jewish

visitor: “What is it with these people?
Each man’'s sole dream is to bring his

. family to Israel, a place they know little
; about and have never been to.”

|
i
I
|
i
—

. international

Thus, 111 years after Joseph
Halevy rediscovered the Falashas for
world Jewry, both the Falashas and
world Jewry stand at crossroads. What
happens in the next five years may well
determine the deliverance or the de-
struction of the last remnants of Ethic-
pian Jewry. Events of national and
scope will play their

_roles, but so, too, will the efforts of
- dedicated individuals—that is, if there

are enough individuals who care about

_ the Jew_s of Ethiopia.

For more information on how you
can help Ethiopian Jewry, write:
* The American Association for
Ethiopian Jews
340 Corlies Avenue
Pelham, New York 10803

Dr. Howard M. Lenhoff
304 Robin Hood Lane, Costa Mesa
California 92627 (714)642-8613
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American Association for Ethiopian Jews

[A merger of the American Prp-Falksha Committee and the Friends of Beta-Israel (Falasha) Community in Ethiopia]

National Headquarters 'Nnt.iona'l Materials Center " Western Regional Office

340 Corlies Avenue ' 6505 Wilshire Bivd., Room 802 : 304 Robin Hood Lane

Petham, New York 10803 : Los Angeles, Californiz 90048 - : Coste Mesa, California 92627

(914) 7380956 : (213) 852-1049 (714) 642-8613
' October, 1978

ANNUAL UPDATE — AND AN URGENT APPEAL FOR FUNDS

A monientnus yeaf for the Falashas appeared to be underway as we approached the 1977 High Holy Days, but
by Rosh Hashana, 1978, this temporary period of exhilaration had ended in near disaster. '

1. After a hiatus of three years during which rio Falashas made aliyah, in August, 1977, SIXTY-TWO Falashas .
managed to get to Israel, and in: December, 1977 and January, 1978, another FIFTY-NINE arrived there.
2. - Prime Minister Menachem: Begin, while meeting a delegation of our officers, was presented with petitions on
behalf of the Falashas signed by over 10,000 American Jews. He pledged to support Falasha aliyah.
. 3.. Both Chief Rabbis of Israel met with the new arrivals and vowed their assistance. In. addition, Sephardic Rabbi
- Ovadia Yosef not only gave the Smicha to the first Falasha Rabbi in Israel, Rabbi Yosef Adane, but also officiated
- at his wedding to a recently arrived young Falasha woman. Ashkenazic Rabbi Goren blessed the immigrants and said:
“You are our brothers, our blood, our flesh. You are true Jews and have retumned to your homeland.”
BUT THEN DISASTER STRUCK AND ALL FURTHER ALIYAH STOPPED!
4. - Now raging in Ethiopia are a revolution, a counter-revolution and a civil war. A locust invasion is causing another .
famine. We have reliable reports of Falashas being killed, of their being evicted from their homes and farms, and of their
 being drafted into the “Peoples Army” to fight in Ethiopia’s seenungly never-endmg wars.
“8i Recently the JDC has confirmed that there are thousands of Falasha refugees — homeless, huns;ry and penm'less -
roaming the streets of Addis Ababa and Gondar waiting for help.
6. AND, INCREDIBLE THOUGH IT IS TO IMAGINE IN THE LATE TWENTIETH CENTURY, IT HAS BEEN
. CONFIRMED BY THE JDC THAT FALASHAS ARE BEING SOLD AS SLAVES BY ONE OF THE FACTIONS IN
ETHIOPIA TO OTHER COUNTRIES! _
7. The Falasha community in Israel is emotionally beside itself. They receive reports of their families sufferingand
being killed in Ethiopia. They are frustrated by the apparent hopelessness of the situation in Ethiopia and by the meager
support they are getting.  “Ayn Tikvah” they told us, “There is no hope.”

BUT THERE MUST BE HOPE, AND OUR ASSOCIATION MUST INTENSIFY ITS EFFORTS TO HELP
THE FALASHAS IN ETHIOPIA AND IN ISRAEL, AND TO MOBILIZE THE SUPPORT OF WORLD JEWRY.

WE URGE YOU TO:

1. Send the American Association for Ethiopian Jews as large a tax-deductible contribution as you can possibly

afford in the enclosed envelope today.

2 Immediately write an air mail letter (31¢) to Prime Minister Begin (Knesset, Jerusalem, Israel) thanking him

for his concern and previous efforts, and urging him to expedite dwaliyahprogrmnawan the plaumng

boards. Every day we wait we lose more Jewish lives, and Israel loses more dedicated olim.

If there ever was a time for you to act, for G-d’s sake do it now. And ask your friends to contribute and to
write Prime Minister Begin also.

Shanah Tovah. May this year bring you much health and happiness, Peace to Israel, and Life to the Falashas.

Sincerely and Shalom,
Mrs. A. H. Kavey, Honorary President  Dr. Graenum Berger, Vice President

Dr. Howard M. Lenhoff, President * Mr. Bernard Alpert, Vice President
Dr. Theodore Norman, Treasurer ~ Mr. Henry Everett, Vice President
Mr. Jeffrey Stone, Secretary . Mr. Lester Gerson, Vice President

Mr. Henry Rosenberg, Vice President

P.S. We have about 400 copies of the new paperback by Arnold Sherman entitled In Search of Rachamim (Jerusalem, 227 pp., 1977). It is

a dramatic story of how Sherman, after a long search, finds his identity and the significance of his Jewish roots through his chance encounter
in Ethiopia of the remarkable young Falasha, Rachamim. Rachamim is now one of our scholarship recipients at Tel Aviv University. Copies
will be sent to donors of $18.00 (CHAI) or greater as long as our supply lasts,

A copy of the last annual report may be obtained from the New York State Board of Social Welfare,
Office Tower, Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12242, or from the Association.

C'argm'bun‘ons are rax deductible
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