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The GAIIlerican c:f ewish Cotntnittee 
European Office · 4, rue de I~ Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris · Tel. 522-9243 and 387-3839 

NIVES E. FOX, European Representative 

January 15, 19 85 

Dear Marc: 

I forgot t6 mention in our last several telephone conversations 
that when David Gordis and I considered possible activities 
here I spoke of the ide·a I had descri.be·d to you some time ago 
about putting out a pamphlet-booklet on Jewish museums in 
~urope (East and West). 

L thought this could also be something of a joint venture with 
the European Counci.l; and Gordis made· it clear that it would 
then nead to be a full partnership (funding too); but he seemed 
to like it very much and t-old me to go ahead with it. 

I have therefore shared this with Nicole Goldman, including the 
fact that it had to be fully cooperative, and we are getting 
started, first with an estimate for printing (Gordis thought it 
should be compared t-o US prices) and then contacting the commu
nities for the material and informati~n. 

Naturally, x l will keep you informed about developments as we 
go along. 

With very best regards, 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Co~mittee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

c.c.. ·• 

It:: 
Nives E. Fox 

MAYNARD I. WlSHNER. President • • DONALD FELDSTEIN. Executive Vice.President 
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Honorary Presidents: MORRIS 8. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS. ELMER l. WINTER. • Honorary Vice.Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN. MARTIN GANG. 
RUTH R. GOODARD. ANDREW GOODMAN. JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD • MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman. National Executive Council • MAURICE GLINERT. Honorary Treasurer 
• Executive Vice.Presidents Emeriti: JOHN SLAWSON. BERTRAM H. GOLO • Vice-Presidents: MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore; EDWARD E. ELSON. Atlanta; RICHARD J. FOX, Philadelphia; ROBERT 0. GRIES. 
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To: 

:?rom: 

The American Jewish 
___ .committee 

Hare Tanenbaum 

Irangate - Zurope 

European Office 
4, rue de la Bienfaisance 
75008 Paris 
Tel. 45.22.92.43 43.87.38.39 
NivesE. Fox i 

European Representative 

!)ece::10er 29 , 19 86 

~:his iQ to respond to the Decer~.be~ 11 , 1986 :ne~o conce:r11i~g :~~.:tropean 

npress coverage of Iran-iJS-Israel- Contras. 
Cordis' n e:::::.orandun1,,pf D-ecer.-;ber e. 

(Did. not _recei7e David 

~:ban t h e story bro1-.e, and particularly after :'.?resid~nt Reagan's c~e
cla:ratio~1s ref.erring to na th:!.rd country 1 s involve::ient11 and later 
At::o~ney General iieese 's poi7lting to Israe::. ' s :::-o l e, t here was a ~rief 
moment of possi::ile scapegoating of Israel, at least in Jewis~1 app-:-e
c1atio:.1s. Israel's clarifications_ and denials , hm-:;ever , conside:-ebly 
cleared tb~ atmosphere. And all the information co:.ni.ng to l igh t i n 
subseque!::t reportiu:g o;.1 the s ub ject stuck to t~1e US rather t han to 
Israel. 

::: d i d :!'.a!.c:e telephor.e rounds in se·"eral European Jewish° co!7!luni t ies 
and docu:menta~ion centers to inqu~re about t~e ~anner of ~edia re
ports in t '.'leir respective countries and possi'j~e effects O<J. t he i r:<age 
of Israel. }:on:~ had ev en sav-:=:d clippings, none seeme d especially 
concerned , none t 'i.1ought i t useful or necessary to delve into t h o:= 
::.~atter be it !·7ith a study or retracing unsave<l coverage. 

The enclosed article from L~ 1-londe of . Decer;:~er 19 , publish ed j ust 
as I received. your Decembel'." ·11 n ote, is the last one I sa"<·: in F:rance 
pin-pointing Israel's ::-ole . As yo'-' will s-:=e, it is f actual nr-J.<l fair, 
and pY-0 tty n'..!.c~-;. clears ):srae:!. o~ ;:,_aving been t he initiator in this 
&r ::.:s transfer or h avi;:1g gai r.ed fin ancially. ~fote, too, t hat t:1e w:dter 
is not knov-Jn for his sy:.7!pathy to Israel. 

I<i Italy~ for e Y.:a!i!ple , :;:-eactions to a Peres appearance on television 
ar~d ens~..iir:g tall'- on t l·1e s .... :fr."'! ject \-Jere good . The arr.as scandal ~·;as used 
by so:te Italian. ?oli tic:l.ans (a natural . gi72n t i.-:e : orth co·c1ir.g ch ange 
in govern:::l<::nt t hro: re t h is ~farch 1987) to attac'.<. ':·rarm s;,ipporters of 
the l!.S. and Israel lik e i,~i~is ter Spado li'1i. J ut this was part. of 
t he dai ly ;.1enu of internal _politi cs an-i n ot :.:.:.po:r t ant as far as reletions 

· f T 1-· :; "" · a · t' o4 nt' o-n"' o"' t 1
- p or :i.mage o · _s;.:ae J..S concernel:. .:. o er.i9:! s:i..ze •1.e p _,,,_ , ~-- ~ c•-
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persons I spoke. with in . ..Milan told me that several comments on the recent 
"Palestinian camp . battles-i-;I:ebanon were to the effect of: remember our 
articles conde~ing Israel for Sabra and Chatila in 1982? Why are ·we all 
so calm about Ch a ti la today? No , Israel is not being blamed for this arms 
deal, said the f.1ilan friend . 

Something along the sane lines came from the UK: 11Yes_,_a_b.i.t_of_f.allout . " 
But only fron those who are a_lways anti-Isr~el and especially those who strong
ly objected about England ' s br~aking d~plomatic relations with Syria over the 
Hindawi case. '1'he same people who also. raised questions in Parliament about 
the disappearance of Hordechai Vanunu and those eiJer looI<.ing · for ways to 
cast aspersions against Israel.: But none of this was massive, our English 

I friends insist, repeating that the criticis;n coCTes from sources known to be 
~:1-ti-Israe,l a°:d a? ti- US , taki_n·g .~:tis occasion to attack the US , attack Israel's 
iinks to tne ·US , orand Isr!iel as a US puppet, used to do the US dirty work. 

A variation to .this theme also comes from. Eelgium: a few adverse reactions 
there too came from those generally critical of Israel who took the opportunity 

I to point out t'!'lat it is a state· Hke all others, with the same faults. and 
/ scandals as others, plus a willi_ngness to be an intermediary for the US . 

But criticisn of Israel in Belgium is stronger for its ties with South Af rica 

I 
th.an for it shi ing arms to Iran : 11Everyone}new israel was -supplying arms 
to Iran; and so w:u?.t e se :-s-rrew?·1·L.. 

As you know, Europeans always had proble~s understanding some types of Anerican 
upl1eavals. So it was with ifater~te; and Nis:on is still spoken of as one of the 

_.,best presidents in US history , a great and wise statesman, etc. ·For the Iran
scam there is a sense that the entire matter was clumsily conceived ~n~ carried 

/out, b~t a~so accep~ance that this is the sort of foolish entangle~ent govern
ments at times get into . 

Of course, this does not mean that US credibility will not be challenged in the 
· future by Europ·ean governments, bodies and people, whenever suitable to their 
foreign policies and apt to bring advantages; or just simply trhen they wish to 

l wave a flag or be proud. However, the Iran-contras arms deal chips are li~.:ely 
to ·fall on th~ US, not Israel. 

The French Je'Nish coa'!lunity was much rr.ore upset about the tensions arising 
fro'!il the sordid murder in B.esani;on hv ·Makkash , and when Israel declared that 
Nakkash could aot be extradited because of the danger of his being assassinated 
in a French jail. r•rore unders toad and calming. in this situation was the :rrodi-

·1 fied later stance taken oy Israel , namely that this was e. return lesson for 
. France ' s release of Abou Daoud after Israel had asked for extradition. 

Perhaps it all boils down to Europeans having a long history, and aLr.iost ex
pectations, of government scan<lals and dirty deals , and .. being more prepared to over
look most of them. And this probably because they are also ".vithout illusions 
in the first place . Though the press here does criticize· such happenings --
lately even beginning to do the kind of investigative reporting the us is ad-

r 
mired for -- ·it ·and. the public do not ever tak·e the position that they are 
putting_ ~own angels or ~ gods. T:iey know to b_egin with that there is nothing 
pure and angelic in politics and governments. 

cc: David Gordsi 
Geri Rozanski 
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........,.___ The American Jewish 
__ ...__ .... -Committee 

Nesdrs. David Gordis and· Marc. Tanenbaum 
American Jewi9h Committee , 
165·1 East 56 Stree't - · · · 
Ne1'1 .Yo't'k', N.Y. ·10022 

European Office 
4, rue de la Bienfaisance 
75008 Paris 
Tel. 45.22.92.43 43.87.3S.39 
Nives E. Fox 
European Representative 

. January 15 ,- 1987 

.. . 
I am again faeing a .problem I wished .would not become important for 
the rest of· my employme·nt with AJC: . the dizzying ups and downs of 
exchange• rates. · · 

'During the past year. I have watched thi.s . rate go .. down, . hoping that 
it we~ld" stop at a '-reasonable ieyel. It has n0w .reached a very · 
serious an.d persop.ally frightening point, the lowes.t in six· ye(lrs 
and, adding to .the distress, a reading that there is still no end 
to the dm-mwarq s li<le. · "-~ · 

Checking with other· US .. .Jewish org'anizations in Paris -~· JDC <ind Ria~ 
·· - ~ learned that th~ _Jirst took steps to stop the salarv erosion of 
tnei°-'l! · ov~rseas eta.ff one year ·ago·; and the 'sec~nd is ·in the decision 
proce~~. · I therefore would like to ask that similar. action .be taken 

l in my . ca5e: nanie~y that ·a reasonable rate level be pegged and a 
f differen_tial between it and the ~ctual exchange . g-rante~,. ns was ~one 
. some fifteen years ago, under the s·a:me ci rc\i:iil.atances. _ · · '. 

· I believe ~ ·fair peg would be between Frs._7.50 to _8.00 per_dV.~!' 
and effective as of Jr:.nuary 1, 1981....... . This' is far below .the heights 
rel;l~/1¢d · a co~ple of 'years. ,ago' b~'t . wouid : permit relief . f tom . the. pte
sen t~ and pcssible lower rate~· . I understand that JDC· has set 
the rate at ·Frs. 7.$0; Hia~ is still dectdir.g. 

Will not bore you with sordid perso:t-'lal details. Nonethele·ss, I .urge 
yo\1r a greemen.t to l-llfat. I th.ink ·is an eg_uitahle and just;:ified request. 
My problem is qui·te serious, r· feel :it daily and'. it is~ causing cqn-. 
siderabie stress·~ . . ... ". 

.. , . 

Tui:u.)k you in advance for a rapid, a..'ld I trust favotab~e , qecisi.on . 

With very best reg~rds, 

Sincerely, 

11 ., 
/~" 

Nives .E. Fox· 

.· 
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European Office 
4, rue de la Bienfaisance 
75008 Paris 
Tel. 45.22.92.43 43.87.38.39 
Ni11esE. Fox 
European Representative 

September 17, 198.6 

David H. Peirez · · ' · 
Associate Treasurer Enclosed is my . r .eport -- .long, b'l,lt xµayp.e .-you will feel you were present 
~~fr.'~~~~~!iomminee . because ' of '. tl)is" _;.-., copies of the ... r .esol.uti.on, . the Conference progr~· 
Vice-Presidents . and ·list o'f par.ticiparits, '-t}le list . of Eu.rop_ean projects. ·Under· .separate 
oavidB. Fleeman .. cove.r · I .'am · s~p_dirig .,al,1 t~.e '.pr~rit~d ·m~tter I . mru;lag~d. to. pick up. As I 
~;~!ids. Gardner told you on· .the ._ telephone, .. sii;ice I b.~·caii:le .. "~ffi.cially present" .a.t the 
Buffalo . ·meet'ing ' so. late~ .flier~ wa;; _no ki~. avai'la.Di~ •. ~t:i,1.1 . I s.croungeq stuff 
Rita E. Hau'ser · • · · - -
NewYork . ~roun.d· , ·but :alma.st all w~s from. Up <:>rganizations and you may already 
~;.:ciJ~ette~-,H~l~~ei~ " have ·s .een . i~ . .. A~ no·t · includir:tg · ~'.h~, _:N~donal Conference on .. So~i¢,LjeW;s 
AnnP.Kaufma'n. . .. material., wl}ich I . a)'\ sure you have.. ' .' . . . .. , · ~ 
Houston :. . " · · " . : " · · 
Alfred H. Moses , .. · · 

~~t.~~:~?~c. 'I' missed.' the night s'ession at whfch.~ I .B.m . toid Yoram Dins.t.efn. gave ·a . 
Dallas ~uper~ l~ctui-e .. about the,. H'eisixi'kl accord's .~d~ow t~ use» them. Un-"' ... 
~~uA~~~s Ramer fortUnately; '.nei'ther. he nor'. Pr.of'.-. Sewefyn Bi al er had prepared· their . . 
~~fa~Zi1pi;~· Shestack in terven~ions in· writing; but. I a,m . promised a copy as soon as. trcµisciib-
Richard L. Weiss ed, an . . d. ass'tired that· :i.. t will ~o. t_. · be · ~oo_ iong. ~ ... . , Los Angeles 
Gordon Zacks 
Columbus Also en~leise4 is clipping of i~t~·ry;S-e~· _-;,f; Shcharanski from Le Monde· ·o·f 
Honorary Presidents Sept~m}?er li_, wh~~ . I t~ought weil wc?~th your ·reading; Sli·charansky ~s. 
~;;!~:i.~~;:~an far from being the only orie who feels this way about ' Gorbatchev . and, his 
ArthurJ.Gotdberg new men .and his ~odemity. As a )natte't .of fact; there was surprise4- ex-
PhilipE. Hoffman pressed .here whe~, :after his second JnEiedng with Gorpatchev in Moscow, 
Richard Maass · · · 
Elmerl. Winter · this past .Ju.iy, Pre·~ident Mit~e,7r.a~d· comme~ted much ms:ire favorably · ... -; 
Maynardt.Wishner · about future:. .relations and with greater (not full, j\,lSt. greater) belief 
HonoraryVice-Preside~ts. ab.out. Gorbat'C'hev's sincerfty. The· more tender view is, as I said, not 
NathanApp,leman · shar~d by many·, rather the· contrary' and more so since the Daniloff af-
~:t~i~-~on:dard .- "fair. ·On .the . ia~t; the feelif).g -is .tha~ J:he Rus~i~ns won .again.; a,nd '. ·.-
Andrew Goodman . the dipl~m·adc . expuls'ions hass·le qietween ~h¢ British ~d . 'the · Sov_iets- · 
~=~~:~a~~~~~1vis is much -·recailed -~s also:. won. by· die . !lu'ssiatis ,' an«~ showing th~· mettle 
WilliamRo5enwald ·o~ the" 11 8,dve~s"it:Y:." .. · · .... · : :."', . .. 
Shirley M. ~z'abad -.. · ._ . 
MaxM.Fistier · ·Finally,,,· Al Che-rn .. ::i.n hro.ached' th~ p_o~~ibi:i.it'y .·of ~other World Meeting · Honorary Chair. : " " · • . . 

\ NationalExecutiveCouncil '. (No·.: 4? ·5?) ~ut ~he participants ~arilm~us,ly agreed that . it was too 
.ExecutiveVice-PresidentsEmersoon to even .think· about it . . . . ' 
John Slawson: 
s.~rtram·H .:Gold · · 

. - . 
. ~ .... 
. . 
' . 

. ' .. . 
• : ·i.. . , . 

La~f, tru1Y,; ):ti/ d~t . cifr.st n.~e., .e·~~ap,es. me, but now politi~-~i aU~irs 
_sectic>n' ·:.i=ira~l :EtJi?.assy1.,Londo_n) :·s.ep:~s you ~armest regar9°8. ' 

+ • .~· 

So do I, 

• • f • • As ·ever, 

' ' 

cc: Tanenbaum Nives Fox 

.; 
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tit~ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
~~.:. .. !:'• Institute of Human Relations• 165 East 56 Street. New York. N.Y. 10022 • Plaza 1-4000 

to: Marc Tanenbaum and Bill Trosten 

NIVES CALLED: 
from R. Reznik 

l/9/87 

MADE RESERVATIONS AT The . Hotel .Intercontinental 

rue Cast i I ogne 
Single rooms 

Sun · - Tues 1/25-27/87 #426 03780 Tele. 

for G?rdis, Ellenoff, Trosten, Tanenbaum 

1185 + breakfast • •.. about $200 

Has not spoken to Salzmann ••• . Could not find 
Gadaud in Paris 

Depending on your .. departure, you might still 
be abe to .meet with Klein. 

What about 9ppointment with lustiger, is MHT 
taking care'of? Cardinal likes to know in 
advaf!ce •••• 

Is Shimon going to be in Paris too? 

She spoke to Tull ia Zevi who said very briefly, 
that the thing that the Pope, O'Connor and the 
Vatican Secretary of State discussed at length 
was American Cathol ics .• . . that the Middle East 
trip was not the paramount issue that was dis
cussed .•• Tul 1 ia repeated the statement made .by 
the Vatican about the existence of Israel and 
its sovereign~y are beyond questions .••.• etc. 
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~C/OW 
~ERVl~ES 

DU J;ON~EILL.EA 
(!UL.TUAEL. 

No 4Cf I AR 

Dear Mr. Tannenbaum, 

972 f"IF"TH AVENUE 

NEW YORK. N . Y. 10021 

1212 1 !HO · 4400 

TELEX 82 • 84:1 CULT HY 

March 24, 1988 

Please find enclosed the translation of the proposed topics 
colloqui'Um for human rights which had been sent to us 
by the Mission du Bicentenaire de la Revolution Fran~aiae 
et de la Declaration dee Droite de l'Homme et du Citoyen. 

Should you need any more information, don't hes.itate t o 
call me lit 439-1415. 

Mr. Mar.c TANNENBAUM 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
Institute of Human Relat ions 
165 Eas t 56t h St ree t 
NEW YORK, NY 10022-2746 

cc: Mr. Charl ey BROMBERG 

Mr ... TROSTEN i(" 

... 

·. 

Sincerely yours, . 

j~ 
~~a~~!v~!rvice 

.. ) 
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PROPOSED TOPICS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS COLLOQUIUM 
SUBMITTED TO THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

TH6 FRKEDOM OF COMMUNICATIONS 
IN BUROPK AND IN THE UNITEl>-STATBS 

FROM 1789 TO 1989 

Comparative ·Studies 

le~ half dB)' : Article II o'f Declaration ot the Kuman Rights 
4 historians would be invited to participate one French, 
one American, one English, one Dutch. 

2nd half d8)' : reinterpretation of the law in response to new 
technologies (radio. te leviaion) 
The comparison will focus on the different 11ystems - American 
(private free enterprises) , French, · English, Italian (state 
monopoly, partiel privatisations). 
Law experts from the 4 countries will participate. 

3rd half dB)' 
boarder a 

freedom or information across interna~ional 

An examination of issues in intern~tional law concerning freedom 
of information as prompted by technological advances such as 
satellite communications. Experts will discuss current trends in· 
this evolving area of international law. 

Anticipated Part:ic ipants Mr. Pierre Albert, Directeur de 
l'Institut Franc;ais de Presse, Mr. Roland Drago et Mr.Jacques · · 
Robert, professeurs de droit i l'Universiti de Paris et membree 
du Comite Scientifique de la Mission du Bicentenaire. 

Total number of participants : 20 

Date : October 1989 

Place : University of Paris II 
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... The A.me•;can Jewish ~Committee 

March 29, 1988 

Rabbi Samuel I. Porrath 
Temple Beth El of Greater Buffalo 
2)68 Eg4ert Road 
Tonawanda, New York 1~150 

Dear Rabbi Porrath, 

I regret to inform you that Rabbi Tanenbaum's il lness has 
confined him to. the Lenox Hill Hospital for at least anothe r 
week. 

Rabbi in forms me that hi s physician has ordered him not to 
· travel or accept any speaking enga9ements for the next month 
or so . 

Rabbi Tanenbaum wishes me to express his deepest regrets at 
this deve lopment, but he feels that his present health condi
tion provides him with no alternative. He asks that you 
convey his regrets and good wishes to all the parties con 
cerned. 

Sincerely, 

Rita P. Reznik 
Secretary to Rabbi Tanenbaum 

RPR 

be: Mr. Arnold Gardner 
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March 30, 1988 

The American Jewish 
Committee 

Or. Franz Henrich, Direktor 
Katholische Akademie in Bayern 
Mandlstrasse 23 
Postfach 40 10 08 
8000 Munchen 40 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Dear Dr. Henrich, 

l\l1•w Ynrk. l\J('W York 10022-2745 

I was delighted to receive your recent letter inviting me 
to take part in your Symposium on April 23 and 24 . 

Unfortunately, I have been in the hospital for several weeks 
to deal with a blood pressure problem. Thank God, I am re
covering from that condition but my medical doctors have asked 
me not to do any travelling or lecturing for the next month 
or so. 

I wish you every success in your Symposium and would be grate
ful to receive any copies of the proceedings. 

With warmest good wishes and my prayers for God's richest 
blessings over you during this Holy Season. 

Faithfully, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

MHT:RPR 
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PERSONAL 

March 28, 1988 

His Excellency 
The Most Reverend William H. Keeler 
Bishop of Harrisburg 
4800 Union Deposit Road . 
POB 2153 
Harrisburg, PA 17105- 2153 

My dear Brother William, 

I cannot find words adequate to tell you how moved and 
grateful I am for your heartwarming letter of March 15th 
which reached me in Lenox Hill Hospital. 

As you can see from the enclosed s~ript/column, I over
reacted to a new experimental medication fo~ blood pres
sure, and it almost proved fatal. With thanks to God, 
the Supreme Healer, and to medical genius, I have had a 
wonderful recovery and have learned t'hings about medi
cations that hopefully will be helpful for the future. 

Barring any unforeseen circumst~nces, I look forward to 
celebrating Passover with my family, and will ease back 
into my office during the following week. 

I do want to take ~h is opportunity to express ·to you my 
heartfelt congratulations and ·Mazal Tov on your recent 
designation · as Episcopal Moderator of the Catholic-Jewish 
relationship in the United States. I have known Bishop 
Mugavero for many years as a dear friend and fellow
collaborator in our olive-tree orchard. I have every 
confidence that you will bring grace and distinction as 
his impressive successor. 
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His Excellency page Two 
The Most Reverend William H. Keeler 

In light of our past cooperation last summer, I would like to have 
an opportunity to meet with you following my return in order to 
di'scuss recent IJCIC developments in relation to our next planning 
meeting with Cardinal Wi'llebrand's Secretariat. Perhaps you wou'ld 
wish Gene Fisher to join us. 

Again, with deepest gratitude and ~y he~rtfelt blessi ng to you and 
our Catholic brothers and sisters during these Holy Days. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Chairman 

MHT:RPR 
Enclosures 




