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WHY IMPACT?

AJC's International Relations Department is engaged in an extensive
and far-reaching program interpreting central Jewish and human rights
issues in many parts of the world -- the United States, Israel, Western
and Eastern Europe, Central and South America, and to a lesser extent,

in Africa and Asia.

In the daily turmoil of eQents, it is difficult to obtain an
overview of that widespread program of diplcﬁnatic activity, education
and information. IMPACT is an effort to bring_togethér periodically a
representative sampling of newspaﬁer.coverage, domestic and foreign,
which suggests the nature of this vital AJC activity in advancing the
causes of Israel, Soviet Jewry, diaspora Jewish communities -- particu-
larly endangered Jewish societies -- combatting anti-Semitism and

anti-Zionism, and strengthening international human rights.

While some of these achievements are reflected in a general way in
other AJC publications, the texture of this foreign relations work has
grown so rich and éomplex in recent years, that we felt it required this

specialized document to do justice to its full variety.

This issue of IMPACT was prepared by Harry Milkman, Middle East
specialist of AJC's International Relations Department. We hope you are

as gratified by this record of accomplishment as we are.

Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director Miles Jaffe, Chairman
‘International Relations International Relations
Department _ Commission
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~OPINION

Israel get the essge at last on the I'ollard affair

‘ ILL our children be
: able to talk to one
another? is often
a wistful agenda item at
conferences involving
American Jews and Israeli
Jews. In recent months,
however, the Pollard affair
has raised questions about
" the ablility of American and
. Israeli Jews to communi-
cate effectively even now —
in this generation.
*  From the standpoint of
- American Jewish leaders in
particular, it was as though
. we simply weren't getting
_ through. For weeks, we
sought to persuade Jerusa-
..lem that the use of an
- American citizen as a spy
represented an unaccept-
" able breach of faith — a
. violation of the trust that is
~ essential to the alliance be-
tween the U.S. and Israel,
7  We urged the Israells to
* launch a probe into how this
unfortunate episode came
to pass — and then to make
public their findings. -
But the government of Is-

rael simply refused to ac- '

: knowledge any role in run-
ning Pollard as a spy, in-
sisting that the whole busi-

. Dess was a “rogue” opera-
. tlon and doubtless persuad

ing itself that the matter

would soon blow over.
| American Jews protested-::

il

BY THEODORE ELLENOFF

the seeming cyniciam dem-
onstrated by the Israelis in
giving prestigious posts to
the very individuals re-
ported to have been respon-
gible for this “rogue” under-

‘taking. We tried to draw a

parallel by asking how it
would look if — right now —
Col. North and Adm. Poln-
dexter were  suddenly
granted important promo-
tions.

The whole dialogue began
to take an ugly turn — some
Israelis accused American
Jewish leaders of being
frightened by possible dual
loyalty charges, rather than
simply outraged about Is-
rael practicing esplonage in
the US.

Fortunately, the Israelis
finally got the message —
though only, It appears,
after Pollard was sen-
tenced Former Foreign
Minister Abba Eban initi-
ated an inquiry by the Intel-
ligence Subcommittee of
the Knesset's Foreign Af-
fairs and Defense Commit-
tee. The cabinet agreed a
couple of days later to set
up an investigatory com-
mission of its own.

The lessons learned from

these inquiries should result -

better oversight procedures
to prevent any recurrence
of such regrettable errors.
The government of Israel
has promised to cooperate
fully with the two investiga-
tions and underscored the
hope that this would do
much to restore mutual
confidence to the Israeli-
U.S. relationship. '

Interestingly, only a cou-
ple of weeks earlier, during
Isracli Prime Minister Yitz-
hak Shamir's visit to the
U.S, President Reagan offi-
cially designated Israel a
“major non-NATO ally” of
the U.S.

This declaration came de-
spite revelations concerning
Israel's role Iin the Iran af-
fair, despite the impending
sentence of Pollard and de-
spite the State Dept's re-
port-in-progress on Israell
arms sales to South Africa.

In this seemingly ominous
climate, wasn't it virtually
incongruous to upgrade for-
mally U.S.-Israel relations?

No. Notwithstanding the
justifiable anger over the
Pollard affair, the Reagan
administration, - Congress

and the American people

recognize the vitality and
necessity of Israel's’ speciml

An reoommendal!ona “for -~ relationship with the'U.S, =

Israel is the Middle East's
only democracy and she re-
mains America's most reli-
able ally in that region.
American arms have been
prepositioned in Israel for
use by the U.S. military in
the event of any threat to
the Arab oil-
states In the Persian Gulf. .

Thus, Israel plays & key
part in defending America's
energy supply and in deter-
ring potential Soviet expan-
sionism In the Middle East.

Maj. Gen. George Keagan,
former chief of US. Air
Force Intelligence, has
noted that “for every dollar
of support this country has
given Israel, we have gotten
a thousand dollars of benefit
in return" According to
Peter McPherson, head of
the State Dept.'s Agency for -
International Development,
every billion dollars of U.S,
assistance to Israel creates
60,000 American jobs.

Thus, the American-Is-
raeli alliance is a friendship
grounded not just in com-
mon values, but also in
shared Interests. Despite
the unfortunate, occasional
Jonathan Pollards, it will
endure and prosper. ,

Amaj,mmmmfm
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BY STEVE RODAN

By Response

.S, Jewish Leaders Frustrated
They Get in Israel

EBenhoff ssys he isn't

New rﬂmmcm-

J'ERUSALEM.Jm. lS—W‘I-nm'I'heo-
Elenhoff mrrives in larnel ha
Mmﬂen&mdmymm
forelgn leader.
Euamﬁ meets with the [sraeft

nitaries from the West Bank and Gaza.
But Ellenhoff is not a leader of »
foretgn country — he is president of the
New York-based
And that, he says,

“I meet with them.” EBenhoff ssid,
describing his talks with Isracti leaders.

*Our conversations are guarded. They -

complaining.
.| But he hints at a frustration that is pri-

vately expressed among some U.S.
Jewish leaders. These American Jews
have tremendous access to the Israeli
leadership — but many of them feel that
their views are being ignored.

Aides to Prime Minister Yitzhak
Shamir jm Mimister SHfvon
Peres are quick to dismiss this. “These
meetings,” Foreign Ministry

Gol said, “of course
they're important.”

Esten with polite diffidence.”

mwn-nl-

v

‘ISRAEL. .

entnpludluul’lmbﬂnm
House. Nowadays, larael receives

i

briefing by the kighest lsreet authority.

For some U.S. Jewinh leaders, the
frustration begins when they feel com-
pelled to express themselves on Isrsefi
developments that affect American
Jews. Al that point, they say, they are
looking for more than just & pofite nod

leaders.

in the United States to the case of an
American Jew who wes convicted of
spying on the U.S, government for la-
roel.

The reaction by the Israel lesders,
Ellenhoffl says, has been indifference,

Despite the appeals by U.S. Jewish
leaders, Pollard's lsreef contact, Rafi
Eitan, was promoted to head one of
larsel’s largest government-owned
companies,

*The inzensitivity of Isreel offictal-
dom to the Pollard affair is perhaps best
m!edbytluwm Ellenhoff said.

"Pollard raises questions in the
American scene which, while not large

heim zrmounced his candidacy for the
Austrian After his election,
[srae] Fe! to send 2 new ambas-

lsroel diplomats who objected to

Mmﬂmﬂsmmm

heim sad that the WIC had dragged
Israel into worsening its relations with
Austria — partly 23 & result of the close
Israeti leaders.

But the high profile used by the WJC
mmdemmblmdsaodulby
mast major jewish groups which, untike

1950s tn serve as American Jewry's
organized representative in dealings
with the White House and later, to a |
lesser extent, to lsroel as well. i

Harry Wall, the heed of the Anti- .
Defamation League in lsrael, says that |
without fanfare U.S. Jewish leaders
contimee to be vehmble to lsreel, par-
ticularly in providing grass roots and
congressional (eedback to issves of Is- -
raeli concern.

One example he gives is the lsraeh
economy, Wall says that both the White
House as well as American Jewish lead-
ers have urged lsrael to encourage free

.| enterprite, deregulate the capital mar-

kets and lower Laxes. Israel, which 2

" years ago begen a campaign to ettract

Western, particularly Jewish, ivest-
ments ta lsrael, has taken heed of the
American Jews.
. Wall says that the meetings by
American Jewish leaders with the [srae-
b prime minister will remain important,
regardless of how strong the ties are
between the U.S. and lsrsel govern-
ments, The reason: lerzel wants U.S.
Jewish leaders to understand its poai-
tion, 80 the Jewigh community “can act
intelligibly" and continue to support the
Jewish state. )
But an for expecting that to result in.
formal consuitations, “I'm more realis-
tic,” Wall aaid. “I don't see my job as
offering advice, and | don't expect
to sobicit it.”



ISRAEL

Brothers with Blood in Their Eyes

In Jerusalem, U.S. Jewish leaders wade into the Pollard fray

“w e've been on the battlefront for
fsrael too long for anyone to
throw that crap at us.” That was the reac-

tion of Bookbinder, 71. a long-
time Iea&er oi the EEEE& Jewish Com-

mittes, to Israeli criticism of U.S. Jewish
leaders in the wake of the painful case of
Jonathan Jay Pollard, 32 the American
intelligence analyst was sentenced to life
imprisonment earlier this month as an Is-
raeli spy. Few could remember a previous
dispute that had produced such tension
between Israel and its closest friends in
.the US. But then. as Morris Abram.
chairman of the Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations,
said on Israeli television. “"We never ex-
pected that an American citizen would be
spying for the state we love.”

In spite of the unprecedented flak he
was getting from the 65 US. Jewish tead-
ers who visited Israel last week. Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir still insisted
that the Pollard affair had been a “rogue”
operation undertaken without the govern-
ment’s knowledge. Two weeks ago. the Is-
raeli Cabinet reluctantly appointed a two-
member committee to investigale the
case. but failed to give it the power to sub-
" poena witnesses. Last week the commit-
tee appeared to be near collapse after an
attorney for three Israelis implicated in
. the case advised his clients not to testify.
In the meantime. a second official inqui-
ry. conducted by the Knesset's intelli-
gence subcommittee. was reportedly
making progress in secret session.

The Pollard affair has led to renewed
criticism of Shamir and his Labor pariners
in the national unity government. Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres and Defense Minis-
ter Yitzhak Rabin. One newspaper. Yediot
Aharonot. published photos depicting the
trio under the caption "Everyone covering

up for everyone.” In Ha arerz. Commenta-
tor B. Michael wrote that the spy case.
along with the Israeli role in [ranscam, was
part of a pattern in which Israeli leaders
have taken the position that “"We did not
know, did not hear, did not see. did not re-
port. and we are not responsible.”

Other Israelis !ashed out bitterly at
US. Jews for failing to stand up for the
Pollards. One broadside. published in the
Jerusalemn Post. came from Pclitical Sci-
ence Professor Shlomo Avineri. a former
director general of the Israeli Foreign
Ministry. Addressing U.S. Jews. Avineri
declared. "When the going gets tough.
your leaders react like trembling Israel-
ites in the shtetl. not like the proud and
mighty citizens of a free democratic soci-
ety ... America. it now appears. may not
be your promised land.” Days later the
Post reported that U.S. Senator David
Durenberger had said privately that the
Pollard affair may have had its roots in a
1982 decision by CIA Director William
Casey to recruit an Israeli to spy on Israel
thus setting a precedent for espionage be-

i
f
i
i
i

tween the two countries. Israeli officials |

denied the story. and Durenberger later

LanEs meomERaYE

The Prime Minlster with Morris Abram
Adispute with “the state we love.”

characterized his remarks as “specula-
tion.” The Cia refused to comment.
Attacks like Avineri's enraged many
U.S. Jewish leaders. They felt that Israel
should never have exploited an ardent
young American Zionist and should now
show far more awareness of U.S. feelings.
Said Bookbinder_ bluntly: “Pollard is a

criminal found guilty in our system of jus- .

tice. it's as simple as that. If it was per- |

ceived in America that we had come o
the defense of Pollard because he's a Jew,
our credibility as a Jewish community
would be down to zero overnight, and Ts-
rael would be the loser.” In Washington.
the staunchly pro-Israel New Republic
called the Jerusalem government’s behav-

tor in the Pollard affair “morally unwor- -

thy and politically stupid,” adding, “If the
smart-asses in the corridors of Israeli
power think, as one commentator recent-
ly put it. that Israel is a ‘Teflon nation,’
they may be in for a shock.”

At the very least, the UJS. expects the
Shamir government to fire the two Israe-

! lis who are believed to have played impor-

tant roles in the Pollard affair. One is Col-
onel Aviam Sella. 41. an air force hero
who was Pollard’s “handler™; last month
Sella was named commander of one of Is-

rael’s most important air bases. Similarly. |

Rafi Eitan, who masterminded the Pol-
lard spy operation, was named chairman
of Israel Chemicals. the country’s-largest
government-owned company. Washing-
ton also wants Israel to return the 360 cu.
ft. of American intelligence documents
that Pollard stole from the Naval Investi-
gative Service in Suitland, Md., where he
worked. The papers covered a wide range
of highly sensitive subjects. from Arab nu-

clear facilities to Soviet surface-to-air mis- .

sile capabilities.

s o far, the Israeli government has re-
sisted U.S. pressure. Moreover, many
Israelis are concerned about the fate of
Pollard and his wife Anne Henderson-
Pcllard. 26. who this month was given a
five-year prison sentence. An Israeli orga-
nization called Citizens for Pollard man-
aged to collect $10.000 for the couple’s de-
fense fund. In addition, there were
unconfirmed reports. subsequently denied
by the Pollards’ lawyers, that Israel had
quietly paid about $75.000 of the Pollards’
legal fees of about $400,000.

Throughout the week, both Jerusalem |
and Washington took tentative steps to- |

ward repairing the damage. The Reagan
Administration allowed Army Secretary
John O. Marsh to make a previously sched-
uled trip to Israel. The Shamir govern-
ment, reacting to pressure from Congress.
announced that it would not sign new mili-
tary sales contracts with South Affica, al-
though existing commitments would be
unaffected. But the impasse over the Pol-
lard affair was far from over. Declared a
Western diplomat in Tel Aviv: “The Israe-
lis have to understand that Washington
wants blood." —By Willlam E. Smith. Reported
by Rolsnd Fismini snd Robert Slater/Jerusalem

TIME.MARCH 30. 1987
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Sowet Em:gratxon Pollard Case Prompt Rare Open Debate

U.S. Jews and Israelis: A Question of Identlty

By THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN

. * JERUSALEM
N the last few weeks there has been an high
level of tension between some American Jews and
some Israell Jews. Underlying their debate is the
fact that as much as they have in common, they often
interpret the meaning of Jewish history and the signifi-
cance of the state of Israel in very different termsa.

The tension started when Israel's Prime Minister,
Yitzhak Ehamir, told American Jews that they should op-
pose Soviet Jews' being granted refugee status in the
United States, so that these Jews would be compelled to
come to Jsrael first. Matters were aggravated when an
American Jew, Jonathan J. Pollard, the former naval in-
telligence analyst, was sentenced to Hfe imprisonment
for spying for Israel, and the Israeli Government refused
o punish the officlals who ran the operation.

Several top American Jewish leaders recemly sat
down with Mr. Shamir and told him firmly that lsrael's
actions had deeply offended many Jews in the United
Siates. This prompted an angry reaction from some Is-
raells and provoked one discussad article in the

" Jerusalem Post by Shlomo Avineri, the political theorist,

who mccused United States Jews of being imsecure in
their American identities because of the way that they
rushed to disassoclate themseives from the Pollard
operation. The underlying theme of the Avineri article
was that American Jews are not as at home in the United
mmutheylmnmmandmmeymmlanlunn:m

" grate to Isrmel.

Fnr two Jewish communities that nnrma!]y never

H P -

wash thelr dirty laundry in it was suddenly all oul
mwﬂnchum?mwmehm wrm
Mymdusmwmﬂumoﬂmrdm

mmﬂmamlmahﬂmmh
creation of the siate of 1srael. lsrael’s founding fathers
came oul of the ghettos of Eastern Europe, and this was
their model for the world. They assumed that once a Jew-

ish state was established all Jews In the diaspora would

either move to Israel or else gradually disappear — el-
ther through physical persecution or cultural extinction.

could not imagine were two
things: First, that the United States could be open,

n.lrausllcmd tolerant enough to let Jews feel totally at -

there and live a safe and vibrant Jewish
with the full range of human occupations available to
them. And second, that Israel would capture the imagi-
nation of Jews in the dlaspora who, nevertheless, would
not actuslly want to come live in Israel.

In fect, both things happened: the United States
grew into a second Jewish homeland, and a8 major com-
petitor with Israel for Jewish immigrants. Today,
roughly 6 million Jews live In the United States and only
35 miilion in Israel. At the same Ume, “‘[srael became
muﬂmlmmmmmuagﬂlum!wm
graphical option, but as the carrier of Jewish history."”
said an lsraell philosopher, David Hartman. *Jews all
over the world came o look on Israel as the energy cen-
ter that would represent the continuity of Jewich history
tn the future, as well as their link 1o Amos, Isalah and the
drama of Jewish history in the past.”

But while lsrael found itse!f playing this spirimal

identity role for Jews, both at home and abroad, it was at

'|

“The New York Times/Micka Bar-Am
Recent arrival in Israel from Boviet Union.

the same tme a modern natlon state, with its own nter-

_ests, politics, criminals and nationial security problems.

This helps to explain a great deal about the current
tensions. When the Pollard affalr broke, many American
Jews were appalled at the idea that Israel could have
acted in a way thal called into question their sense of be-

- longing in the United Staies. Some Israells countered by

saying, in effect, that the security of their state required
the gathering intelligence by any means avallable. For

Israells, Mr. Pollerd was acting out of allegiance to Is-
rael’s survival as a nation state. For many American
Jews, Mr. Pollard was violating thelr ability to reconcile
their commitments to Israel, as the source of their Jew-
ish spiritual feellngs and muua with their commit- -
ment o the United Siates as their political home. v
The same mutual misunderstanding was present on
the Issue of Soviet Jews. Because many American Jews
see lsrael as the carrier of the best values of Jewish his-
tory, they assume it would always ect in & way to save
Jews, no matler where they are. Some American Jews
were shocked to hear an Israeli minister say that Soviet
Jews who get out of the Soviet Union on Israell visas
“‘can rot"" in Europe if they don't want to come to lsrael.
Last week, there were signs that the Soviet Unlon may be -
ready (o let out as many as 10,000 Jews this year. (U5,
U.5.8.R. to discuss emigration, page 3.) Since many Jews
in the United States belleve that they can be loyal Amer-
icans and fulfilled Jews, while at the same time iden .
Ing spiritually, culturally and emotionally with the state
of Israsl, they believe Soviet Jews are entitled to the
same opportunity. Israeli officlals counter that lsrael -
needs Jewish bodles if it is to survive as a nation state at
war with Its neighbors. More important, some Israelis
find it difficult to concede that the United States is a vi-
able option for Jewish existence, because this admisslon
challenges Israel's very reason for being. :
That is why some Israells were elated when Profes-
sor Avineri argued that the reactlon of American Jews Lo
the Pollard affair only proved that they felt as insecure
e85 Iranian or Soviet Jews. Others, though, joined Mr.
Hartman in arguing that if Israel does not act in a way -
that always places the well-being of the Jewish people at
fts center, il relinquishes its right to claim the allegiance
of all Jews. “'What is at stake |5 the soul of a nation,” said
Mr. Hartman. *“The question is: Is Israel an instrument
serving the Jewish people, or are the Jewizh people in-
struments for serving the political state of Israel?"”

3 . T
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Israel

By Alfred H. Moses

WASHINGTON — Isracl’s policy of
shipping arms to Iran while Lreating
iraq as an intraclable foe raises seri-
ous questions about the judgments
being mude in Jerusalem.

The Israeli explanation is twofold.
Irug, It argues, is a radical Arab state
that espouses pan-Arabism, an ideol
Ogy unyieldingly hostile to Israel
Iran, on the other hand, is Persian,
and can be expected in lime to revert
to its old way of keeping the Arabs at
bay while dealing with Israel on mat-
ters of common interest. Israel has
nol forgoiten that the Shuh kept Ira-
niun oil flowing to Israel's port of
Eilat during the Yom Kippur war. To
Israel, a Persian Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini is preferable to an Arab
Saddam Hussein,

israel's policy seems mired in
geopolitica) thinking of the past. For
some lime, Iraq has been moving
away from Arab radicals toward the
Arab status guo powers — Egypt,
Jordan, Saudi Arabia. It is too early
to tell whether Iraq will follow
Egypt's path but the potential for a
parallel course is worth noting.

Both countries are legitimale na- i

tion-states with ancient roots. Neither
has & long-term strategic interest in.
the struggle with lsrael. Irag is
threatened by militant Islam to the
east and Syrian secular radicallsm to
the west. Israel poses no such threat
Saddam Hussein has not acknowl-
edged, as did Egypt's Anwar el-Sadat
in 1877, that his country has done

" enough for the Arab cause and that

it's time Lo lock out for Iraq. But this
could come when the war with Iran

ends and Iraq no longer depends on °

Arab support.

It would be carrying parallelism
oo far to expect Saddam Hussein to
become another Sadat. As the man-
ager of the late heavyweight cham-
plan Sonny Liston said of his fighter:
""He has lots of good qualities. It’s his
bad qualities that ain't so good." But
it's worth noung that even before
Iraq's troops crossed into Iran in
1880, Saddam Husseln had recognized

the importance of Western economic

assistance to his goal of creating a
modern economic state, had reduced
his dependence an Soviet military
assistance, had resumed diplomatic
relations with America and privately
supparted the May 1883 Israeli-Leba-
non agreement so vehemently at-
tacked by Syria and other Arab radi-
cais. He has distanced himself from
the more notorious Palestintans in-
cluding the world's No. 1 terrorist,
Abu Nidal, who has moved, under du-
ress, f[rom Baghdad to Damascus.
Meanwhile, Iranian religlous radi-
calism has replaced pan-Arab secu-
larism as the main destabilizing
force in the Middle East. The daily
atrocities committed in Lebanon by
the lranian-sponsored Hezbollah and

Alfred H. Moses, a lawyer and vice
president of jhe American Jewish
1 was special counsel to

Lommitiee,
President Jimmy Carter.

Is Placing the' Wrong Bet

the Islamic Jihad suggest that Israel
could well awaken one morning to see
an Iranian flag on its northern bor-
der. As The Wall Street Journal's
Gerald F. Seib wrote after his release
from detention in Teheran, "“There
isn't any reason to doubt the passion
of lranian sgldiers who shout that,
after tappling the Iragi Government,
they intend to ‘liberate’ Jerusalem
from lsraeli control” Iranian sol-
diers carry into battle 8 map with an
arrow extending across Irag, its head
stuck squarely In Jerusalem. From
every indication, Ayatollah Khomel-
ni’s forces are in firm control in Iran
and his polictes will more than likely
survive him.

As Israel prepares to celebrate 40
years of independence, its search for
permanent peace depends on its abil-
ity to build alliances among existing
status quo Arab countries and polen-
tial status quo countries (such as
Iraq) as a bulwark against the lwin
threats of radical pan-Arabism and
pan-Isiam. Of these, the chiel threat
to Israel and o regional stability is
pan-1slam, led by a revolutionary
Iran. Pan-Arabism has never really

recovered from the breakup of the

United Arab Republic and the death
of its leader, Gamal Abdel Nasser.
More serious are the dangers from
Iran; the day when Israel could look

to it for support is long past.

* The “outer ring" strategy devel-

oped by David Ben-Gurion, lsrael's:
first Prime Minister, 15 similarly out-
dated. This strategy rested on friend-
ships with Iran, Ethiopia and Turkey
at a ume when the "inner ring" of
Arab stales was uniformly hostile to
Israel. Mr. Ben-Gurion's policy, right
then, is inappropriate now. Iran and
Ethiopia have moved into the radical
camp and Turkey has reduced its con-
tacts with Israel out of fear and weak-
ness. In the-meantime, the chain In the
inner ring has been broken by the
peace with Egypt. The advantage to
Israel offered by the possibility that
Iraq tuo will move in this direction is,
too great for Jerusalem toignore. LJ

ARD ES HIR M anNASSES
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" When Bﬂacks and |

By Alan G. Hevesi

n the most dramatic moment of
a dramatic evening, Barry
Friedman, a Queens College
student, stood at the micro-
phone in the aisle of the col-
lege's Colden auditorium in
the midst of 1,700 blacks and Jews.
Mr. Friedman, president of the Jew-
ish Activities Club, said: “Reverend
Jackson, we can’l seem to get a dia-
logue going with the black students on
campus. Can you help us?”*

The Rev. Jesse Jackson directed
his attention to a young man at the
other side of the audience who had
asked a question earlier. ""Brother
Reese,” said Mr. Jackson, “are you
still in the house? Do me a favor and
walk over to that gentleman."” He
pointed to Mr. Friedman.

Responding, Michael Reese, presi-
dent of the Black Student Union,
joined Mr. Friedman. Mr. Jackson
asked them to shake hands, then
said: *Do both of you agree that tui-
tion is too high? Do you both agree
that President Reagan is not doing
enough to help college students pay

Alan G. Hevesi, assistant majority
leader of the New York State Assem-
bly, is a founding member of the
Queens B!nck/Jewlsh People to Peo-
ple ProjecL

I'or school? Do you both agree that we
should fight world hunger?’’ "

The students nodded in agreement.
“0.K.,” Mr. Jackson said. **Now you
know that you agree on the major
items. The rest should be easy to
work out.” The two shook hands and
the large audience cheered and ap-
plauded.

What Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum of

the Ame ewish Commilleg an

everend Jac WEre (rying (0 con-
vey at the recent meeting was a sense
that the two communities, with their
incredible histories as victims, had
much more in common than they un-
derstood. In effect, the two men de-
clared that friction between blacks
and Jews in New York and elsewhere
was not only sad but foolish, that re-
gardless of differences on some
issues they had a duty to stand to-
gether for mutual protection.

The program was sponsored by the
Queens Black/Jewish People to Peo-
ple Project. It was a great success,
but it was not without controversy,
One important Jewish organization
withdrew its support for the project
because of the invitation to Mr. Jack-
son. The audience had to pass through
metal detectors. Still, we ‘left with a
clear sense of the stupidity of bigotry,
its threat to us all and the need for us
to refocus on what binds us.

Let us all remember that the civil

- rights movement in the South in the

AEter
agreement
on major
concemns,
the rest

IS easy.

L =

late 50's and early 60's consisted of an
alliance between blacks and many
whites and that a substantial number
of the whites were Jewish. We have to
remember that three Queens College
students — named Chaney, Goodman
and Schwermer — one black, two
Jews, were murdered together in the
South because of their commitment
to human rights and willingness to
fight against oppressive laws.

To fight bigotry is hard work. It re-
quires a caring for people of other
religious, racial and ethnic back-
grounds. That is what the Queens
Black/Jewish Pecple to People
Project is all about — to mix people in
a variety of settings so that they will
come to see each other as humans,
not as objects or stereotypes.

ews Pull T@g@fth@r

Our purpose is to have people real
ize that they really agree on the im-
portant things — on the need for a
better life for their children and for
security in their old age; on the need
for eliminating poverty, discrimina-
tion and crime, and on true equality
and fairness. When people know that
they agree on the basics, it will be
easier to work out any differences.

That is why present and past
elected officials — Republicans and
Democrats — and many others are
visiting churches, synagogues and.
community centers, teamed in pairs, -
one black and one Jew. That is why
Assemblymen Al Vann and Daniel

‘Feldman addressed an Orthodox

Jewish congregation in Brooklyn.
Why Mr. Vann, an outspoken black
leader, confronted a community that
harbors a great deal of suspicion
about his goals and motives and re-
sponded to very difficult questions.
He did so not expecting that his audi- .
ence would agree with everything he
said, but appreciating that it wouldbe
able to hear his perspective on issues
and maybe understand him and his .
community a little better.
There is so much that is good and
decent in New York City. To allow
bigots to dirty our collective reputa-
tion, to affect our behaviar and to in- .
fluence our policies is to soil us all. |
Each of us can help. We owe it to our-
selves to do so. a
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- Black, Jewish leaders urge closer ties

By ANDREW MUCHIN

NEW YORK (JTA) — American
Biacks and Jews must restore their
mutual trust and cooperation —
based on similar heritages of op-
pression and more agreement than
they realize on Lhe domestic politi-
cal agenda — aleading Black actlv-
Ist and & noted rabbi declared here.

Rev. Jackson

But Implicit in restoration are ob-
stacles. This was acknowledged by
the Rev. Jesse Jackson, chalrman
of the National Ralnbow Coalition
and a candidate for the Democratic
presidential nomination In 1984 and
perhaps 1988, and Rabbl Marc
Tanenbaum. director of Interna-
tional relntions for the American

j m.ﬁ:am&m
civil rights [eader.

The obstacles were addressed
also by members of the interracial
eudience of about 2,000 al Queens
College, attending “The Religious
Leader as Political Activiat," the
firsl of three public forms sched-
uled by the 18.month-old Queens
(N¥) Dlack-Jewish People to Peo-
ple Profect.

Following the speakers’ presen.
tations on the need to find common
ground, guestloners brought up
Black-Jewish disputes over quotas
as a vehicle for affirmative action,
the infamous “"Hymietown' re.
mark during Jackson's Presiden-
tial eampaign and his support of
Nation of Islam leader Louls Far-

rakhan.

The speakers handied the goota
ko awiftly. “Blacks and Jews
have very different reactions to the
word ‘quotas,” ' Jackson sald tn his
prepared remarks. “For Blacks, 8
guoia can be a door to opportunity.
For Jews, the quots systam has
meant & celling on suceens.” He
noted that both groups suppert In-
crensed job opportonity.

‘The Farrakhan issue was not re.
solved, as Rabbi Tanenbaum called
on Jack to di himsell
from the man who has crillcized

han’s racism )." he stated.
He said Blacks have complalints,
too, against whiles and Jews —

Judaism ns & "gutter religion’ and
has close ties with Libya. Jackson
called Lhe issue peripheral.

Saying Jackson cun contribute
significantly to American social
snd economic jostice, the rabbl
pevertheless declared: “1 think
you're foaling yourself if you think

the lssue of Loyls Farrakhan Is
margina) oaegethet . . . i e
son Square Garden, 25,000 people |
glve him a standing ovation when !
he otters the most vile anti-Bemitic
bigotry . . . We are not dealing with
s minor phenomenon.”

The rabbl proclaimed that sup-
port of Farrakhan ls an *'‘ideclogi-
cal problem of a very na-
ture. We have got to deal with that
as almost a pathology. I the Vatl-
can and the Catholic Church after

1,800 years preaching thal kind of *

stuff . . . has the courage to face it
and say it Is wrong . . . we have the

right to ask that in an appropriate

way, lhat It be rejected with no
ands, ifs or buts.*

If Biacks and Jews “‘really want
10 turn the corner,”’ he sald Jackson
should feel free to discuss what
Rabbl Tanenbaum called the
racism of Member of Knesset Meir

Kahane, and Jews should feel (ree

to bring up Farrakhan. Kahane
calls for the expulsion of Arabs
trom lsrael if they dan't accept
secondary status,

Jackson sald the conflicts over 3

Farrakhan and the *' letown™

remark — for which he said he has
— should not be the ™t -

mus test"” for the Black-Jewlsh re- .

Rabbi Tanenbaom

Pressed on the issue by Rabbl

Tanenbaum's statement and

q! , Jack sald

that “antl-Bemitism and racism

should be rejected, no ifs, and
or buts.”

But he sald he won't raise the {s.
sue of Rabbl Kahane, even though
he claimed that his family's safety
was Lhreatened by Kahane al the
outsel of the 1884 campaign.
“Kahane doesn'l scare me if he
doesn't scare you," Jackson sald to
Rabbl Tanenbaum.

Jackson sald thal the main-
streamn Black community, like
mainstream US Jewry, does nol
share the views of the extremista.
“Just as you say lo Lrust you, you
rmust trust me." he sald. “Almoat
nobody Black belleves In (Farrak.

ebout raclal ad about
Israel's sale of arme to South Africa
and “'some rather outstanding Jew.
Ish names that in the media who re.
presents (sic) real, serious threats
to life and limb and resources, but
we refuse to make that a center-

plece of our relationship, and I hope
we never will." There was no ela-
boration on the comment about the
media.

Jockson sald the task of the Black
and Jewlsh communities was “to
take the bits of pieces of broken re-
lationship which will never be
whole by definition and to ...

That'sour cholce, and it may be our
only chance.”

Jackson zald thal even durlng the
height of the Black-Jewish coalition
in the 19603 there was disagree-
ments, “bul we simply chose on &
acale of 10. thal we agreed on seven

oul of 10, and let’amoveon . . . You
the pluses, the
and move on."

arounda agenda
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ﬂ ewish role stressed

in discovery of America

NEW YORK (JTA) —
A high-ranking Spanish
government official said
here recently that his
government plans to stress
the contribution of Spanish
Jews to the discovery of
America in the course of
the quincentennial celebra-
tions of the event in 1992.
Luis Yanez, Spain's
ucruaryofmlorm
national cooperation, said
&t a special bricfing with Is-
reeli and the Jew-
ish Telegraphic Agency
that he visited New York
specifically to meet with
Jewish lead-
ers. He said that he dis-
cussed with leaders of the

éynwmnm_-
lec, the American Jewish

Congress and other organi-

of the Jews in the discov- ~

- ery of America by holding
seminars, discussions and
congresses and by publish-
ing information on the
mc

"“The response of the
Jewish organizations was
very positive,”” Yanez said
in reply to a question. He
said that he discussed with
the American Jewish Com-
mi possibility o

——

pnnlymnngam,or
seminar, al 8 major univer-
sity — probably Columbia
in New York City — to
commemorate the quincen-

The Spanish minister,
who is the president of the
Spenish National Com-
mission for the Quin-
centennial Celebrations
of the Discovery of

by

- occasion

**For many years we ex-

perienced disinformation .

regarding the role of Jews
in modern Spain,"" he as-
serted. He said, in reply to
a question, that during the
decades of Gen. Francisco
Franco’s rule in Spain
‘'Jews were considered
enemies of Spain,”” and

their contribution to Ilte
country was ignored.

Two years ago Spain es-
tablished diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel. Israeli
Education Minister Yit-
zhak Navon visited Madrid
last February and met with,
among other Spanish offi-
cials, Yanez. Navon, Ya-
nez said, to serve as
the president of the Israeli
commission for the quin-

**Navon invited me to
visit Israel and |
1 will go to Israel later this .
year," Yanez said. He said
that ‘‘this historic occa-
sion"’ of the quincentenni-
al celebrations, is an
opportunity to restore Is-
racl’s image in Spanish and
Latin America, an image
that was distorted because
of lack of diplomatic rela-
tions, and to put into
proper gnpecxive the

contribution of

.lews to Splln

The Spanish official de-
nied, in reply (o a question,
that his government seeks
closer ties with American
Jews to advance its in-
terests in Washington.,
*“No, this is not our pur-
pose,” he said.
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ARKONIA JUDEO-CATOLICA: GRAN PROYECTO DEL SIGLO XXI. “La
armonia entre catélicos y judios constityue de hecho el
gran proyecto y tema del siglo XXI", segun concordaron un
prominente obispo catdlico y un dirigente judio.

Participando en deliberaciones sobre las relaciones judeo-
catélicas en el simposio ecuménico que se celebraba en la
sxnagoga Emanu-El de Charleston, el Rahano Marc H. ;gggg

sumo al Oblspo Ernst L. Unterkoefler, dxrector de 14
didcesis de Charleston, para reexaminar las diferencias
+2o0ldgicas fundamentales asi como las afinidades céntricas
entre los dos credos.

Ambos dirigentes religiosos expresaron confianza en que
judios y ‘'catdélicos puedan presentar un frente unido en
contra del racismo,  la' persecucién e injusticia social,
abogando asimismo para que catélicos y judios examinen los
credos mituos y lleguen a  conocerse mucho mejor al nivel
social, el uno al otro.

(Noticias e Informaciones del C.J.A.)
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DAVAR, Dec. 21, 1986

nGreek Foreign Minister

~ coming to visit officially

next year"

- m_..he tells top officials

of the American Jewish

. Committee in New York."
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A Grecia cogita ter

relacoes diplomaticas
com o Estado Judeu

NOVA IORQUE — “Por que motivo a Grécia
se singulariza como a dnica democracia ociden-
tal que ainda nfo estabeleceu relagdes diplomd-
ticas com Israel?” Esta pergunta foi feita ao
ministro de Assunios Ezteriores da Grécia, dr.
Karolos Papoulias, em reunldo que ele realiza-
va com dirigentes do
2o, nesta cidade.

O dr. Papoulias, de visita oficial aos Esta-
dos Unidos, respondeu de forma indireta a ques-
tdo, declarando que “entre Israel e a Grécia
eristem relagles legftimas”, acrecentando que
“ge manifestou uma melhoria assombrosa nas
relacdea positivas com Israel, em todos os ni-
. veis”. O ministro de Assuntos Exteriores aludiu

nofato de que fora firmado um convénio turisti-

co conjunto com Israel, em que foi intensificada

a cooperagfo com a esfera agricola e microelé-
- trica, etc. etc.

Embora aceitdssemos com satisfaclo essas
medidas, assinalamos que as relagdes positivas
geco—tsmelenses nfo se concretizariam até es-

belecer-se plenas relagdes diplomdticas entre
a Grécia e Israel. O minisiro Papoulias respon-
deu declarando que, em 1987, projetava realizar
uma visita oficlal a Israel, informando-nos que
ele e seus colegas, com toda a franqueza, ‘neces-
sitavam encontrar um equilibrio entre as rela-
Edcs extensivas que mantém com as nagdes dra-

es e Israel”.
De nossa parte, enfatieamos que Espanha e

Itdlia, entre outras nacbes da Comunidade Eco-
ndmica Européla, também Lém sérios compro-
missos com os Estados drabes, porém em seu
Javor fala o fato de que se negam a permitir que
as ameacas drabes dirijam sua polilica exte-
rior. Portanto, chegou a hora da Grécta demons-
trar ndo menos autonomia com respeito 4 sua

polftica emﬂor em reltu,'do ua Estado Judeu

Nota da Iiedm;in do encontro reaﬂzsdo entre
dirigentes do Comité Jud . ang e o mi-
nistro de Assuntos da Grecia i
participaram uutms dlplomat.as sos como (]
embaixador Constantine Georglou, secretario
geral do Ministério grego de Assuntos Exterio-
res; o embaixador Dimitris Mukris, diretor politi-
co de relagdes greco-americanas e o cAnsul geral
George Asimakopoulus, Na ocasifio, além de ser
levantada a questfio das relagdes diplomaéticas
entre Grécia e Israel, falou-se do tema “Direitos
Humanos" (a Grécia se mantém omissa face &
situacho dos judeus soviéticos) e das resolugles
na ONU(a Grécia tem votado, sistematicamente,
contra Israel).

Pera o dr. Karolos Papoulias, esses posiclo-
namentos estio em processo de reavaliacfo, de-
vendo sofrer, no decorrer deste ano, profundas

modificagbes. | y )

1987
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GRECIA CONSTITUYE
UNICA DEMOCRACIA
OCCIDENTAL QUE
. AUN NO TIENE

RELACIONES OFICIALES
CON ISRAEL

“{Por quéd motivo sa singulari
ze Grecla como |s Gnica demckra-
cla cccidontal que no haya asta-
blecido plenas relaciones diplomé-
ticas con lsrnei?"” Fua la pregunta
que sa plantearn al Ministro de
Asuntos Exteriorss de Greclg Dr.
Ksrolos Papouliss, en conférencla
que @ realizara con dirigentes ded
Comité Judio Amaricano en Nue-
vo York. _

El Dr. Papoulias, de vkita ofi-
cial en EE.UU. respondid en for-
ma indirecta - nuestras pregun-
fas declarando que “‘entre lsrael
y Grecio existen relaciones legi-
timas'’, agregando que 'sa ha ma-
nifestado una mejoria asombrosa
en las relaciones positivas con Is-
rael @ todo nivel’”. El Ministro
de Relsciones Exteriores aludié

al hacho de que se habfp firmado
un convenln tur(stico conjunto
con lsrael, que so ha intensificado

la cooparacién an la esfera agrico-
i y microaloctrénica, etc,, etc.

A
S| bien scogimes con beneplé
cito estes medidas, sefalamps quo
tos positivag relaciones greco-israe-
lfes no se concrotardn hasta esta-

‘blecerse plends ralaciones diplo-

miticas entro Grecla o Israel. EI
Ministro Popoullas respondiéd de-
clarando que en” 1987 proyectaba
realizar una visita oficlal estotal
o lIsrael, Informédndonos él y sus
colegas con toda franqueza que
era menester encontrar un equili-

brio en los relaciones extensives -

qus s6 mantienan con las naciones
&robas e Israel. Por nuestra parte.

“sefiglamos que Espafa o ltalia

entre otres naciones de Ip CEE-
también tienen serios compromi-
s0s con los estados drabes, paro en

su favor habla el hecho de que 58"

niegan a permitir qua 1as amenazas
arabes rijan su politica exterlor.
Por io tanto, hallegado fahora en
que Grecla demuestre ‘no menos
autonomia respecto de su politi-
ca exterior hacia Israel. '
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ALEMANES DEBEN EXAMINAR SU PASADO

NUEVA YORK, E! Embaja-
dor de Alemania occidental a Elt:
tados Unidos declaré al Com
Jua‘a ﬁmﬂricang que vTos sels
miliones udios norteamerica-
nos constituyen factor clave en
mejorar las relaciones germanoju-
dias”.

Dirigiéndose a una reunién que
el AJC. copatrocinara en De-
troit, o embajador Gunther Van
Well trasmitid e agradecimiento
de su pafs al Comité Judio Ame-
ricano por proporcionar el lide-
razgo pionero en la promocién

del entendimiento entre Alcmanla-

y el pueblo judio.

El Comité, notd, habfa cola-

borado en la Iniciacién de los
.primeros didlogos Intensivos en
Alemania occidental relaclonados
con la masacre nazi de los judios,
y asimismo recorddé gque en 1919

ilos dirigentes del AJ.C. se reunie-- . : : i
bre los derechos humanos en la

-ron con el axcanciller de Alemania

‘occidental Helmut Schmidt y
miembros de los principales parti-
dos politicos en el Bundestag con
ia mira de fomentar el entendi-
.miento germanoJudio.

E} AJ.C. ha desesmpefiado un
papel activo en losultimos 18 afios
en patrocinar seminarios en Ale-
mania occidental y en organizar
el
alemanes en la esfera politica y
cultural, realizdndose gran parte
de los programas en colabora-
cibn con las fundacionss Ade-
nauver, Ebert, Naumann Yy

 Edardt de 3 Repblica Federal’
de Alamania. En marzo de 1985

el departamento de relaciones In-

intercambio con didigentes.

ternaclonales del A.J.C. copatroci-

nﬁ una contmncla signh‘lcznta

prender cdmo ha podido produ- °
cirse e espantoso fenémeno del
régimen nazi”.

Comentando la polémica que
provocara la visita de! primer man-.

. datarlo Reagan al cementerio mi-

Iitar alemdn de BHburg, el emba-
Jador declaré que ‘'nos abrid

* los ojos a la necesidad de bastan-

"/ te mds intercambio, en particu-

Los alemanes no deben olvidar
su pasado, declara el Embajador
de Bonn en los Estados Unidos,
‘con cuyos conceptos coincidi-
mos, a lo cual agregamos que {os
austriacos, que por mayoria eli-
gieron presidente a Kurt Wald-
heim (en la foto como oficial na-
zi) debian haber pensado lo mis-
. mo.

Unién Soviética conjuntamente
con e Instituto Este-Oeste de la
Universidad de Colonia v el Mi-
nisterio de Relaciones Exteriores
de la Republica Federal de Alema-
nia.

“Toda oportunidad de encuen-
tro e intercambio de opiniones
significa un paso importante en el
acercamiento de relaciones”, sefia-

‘16 el embajador Van Well. “Como
alemanes no debemos olvidar ni
olvidaremos el pasado. Los judios
que viven en Alemania tienen que
encarar este pasado en forma muy
particular. Nosotros tenemos que
vivir con este pasado. Y exami-
narlo. Nos empefiamos en com-

7 lar entre las organizaciones |ud(as
i norteamericanas y la Repudblica
. Fdaul de Alemania”, agregando
< que ' una consecuencia importante:

de este proceso de autoexplar:

cién es la creciente y firme con-
sagracién a la reconcillacién cris-
tianojudia en la Repuiblica Fe-
deral de Alemania, al acercamien-
to de relaciones con el Estado .
de Israel y al mayor entendimien-
to con otras agrupaciones judias,

en particular acd, en Estados
Unidos™.

El abogado David B. Jaffe,
quien preside la seccién del'
A..C. en Detroit declard el em-
bajador que su discurso “consti-
tuia una oportunidad particular
para demostrar y celebrar el pro-
greso que conjuntamente han
registrado alemanes y judios, que
se han comprometido a proseguir
en los meses y afios venideros’. .

Alrededor de 53.000 judios
viven hoy dia en Alemania occi-
dental, donde cuentan con un nd-
mero creciente de sinagogas, es
cuelas, museos y teatros judios,
Y en los libros de texto que se
utilizan en las escuelas publicas
ha comenzado a aparecer la his-
toria def Holocausto.
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Some Praise For The Austrians |

EW YORK — Theodore Ellenoff, president of

the American Jewish Committee, has conveyed the
Comimittee’s - heartfelt commendation”’ to Dr.

Franz Vranitzky, Federal Chancellor of Apstria.

for the latter’s recent statement that his country
“must squarely face the past, accept our measure
of guilt and responsibility, and deduce the stan-
dards for our actions in the future.”

The Chancellor’s remarks were made during his
address to the second World Meeting of War
Veterans, Resistants, War Victims and Victims o!'
Fascism'in Vienna in December.

The Austrian leader continued: “‘Our emononal
attitude, our feeling of horror, the moralichallenge,
and the urge to evade this moral challenge, all this
stems from the terrifying insight into the impli-
cations of what happened: an ideology totally con-

temptuous of human beings took advantage of|
‘| modern technology and modern organization to

pursue its aims.”

Mr. Ellenoff told Chancellor-Vranitzky that-his
statement confronting the profound moral issues
raised by the Nazi holocaust was an act of states-
manship that undoubtedly helped -improve the
atmosphere affecting relationships between Aus-

|tria and the United States, and particularly Austria
and the Jewish people.

In a letter to the Chanoellor. Ellenoff also
welcomed a declaration of the Austrian People’s
Party, which, he said, forcefully condemned anti-

‘| Semitism and provided “a salutary context for

implementing a program of Austrian-Jewish
cooperation” that AJC officials had recently dis-
cussed with Austrian political, educational, and

religious leaders.

The People’s Party statement repudiated any

_|appeals to defamation based on religious or ethnic |

prejudice or hatred, and rejected ““anti-Semitism

against our fellow Jewish citizens by anyone in|

any form, and under any circumstances.”

Recalling recent “constructive discussions be-
tween Austrian government and political leaders
and two separate AJC missions,” Ellenoff stated
that he looks forward to exploring these oppor-
tunities for building constructive bridges between
our two peoples after Jan. 1, 1987.” During the
first weeks of 1987, the Austria government is

S

exnected to establish a coalition government. #
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Austrian anti-Semitism seen up after Waldheim win

By ELENORE LESTER

“The floodgates have been opened,” said Maximilian
Gottschlich, a non-Jewish professor at the University of Vi-
enna.

This was his reply when asked about a recent Gallup sur-
vey that points to a rise in anti-Semitism in Austria since
the exposure of former United Nations Secretary General
Kurt Waldheim's alleged Nazi activities in the Balkans.

“A climate of opinion has been created in which it is now
possible to speak openly against the Jews again,” he said.

Gottschlich, deputy head of the university’s department of
journalism and communication research, told correspondent
David Lewis of the British news agency Reuters that anti-
Semitic statements of some politicians and sometimes “mas-
sively anti-Semitic newspaper reports had fallen on fertile
ground in the campaign leading to Waldheim's election as
president last June.”

The analyst blamed Austria's mass-circulation newspaper
Krone for much of the rise in anti-Semitism. Gottschlich re-
ported that his department's analysis of public opinion sur-
veys taken before and after the Waldheim election showed a
reverse in a previous trend of falling anti-Semitism.

®
According to the survey, the proportion of Austrians who

believe Jews have an aversion to hard work rose to 39 per-~

cent after Waldheim's election from 32 percent in 1980.
During the same period, the percentage of those who believe
Jews possessed too much economic power rose from 32 per-
cent to 39 percent. In 1980, 33 percent believed Jews had too
mfuch economic and political influence, but in 1986 the fig-
ure rose to 48 percent.

Sixteen percent of those polled in July 1986 believed it
would be better for Austria to have no Jews in the country.
(There are 8,000-9,000 Jews in a country of about 7 million).
Thirty-eight percent believed Jews themselves were partly
responsible for their frequent persecutions in, the past.

One expert on Jewish-Austrian affairs minimized the im-
portance of statistics indicating a new upsurge of anti-Sem-
itism.

“Their [the Austrians'] record is appalling,” said Elon
Steinberg, executive director of the World Jewish Congress.

“And | don't see signs of real change. They have never con-
fronted the truth about their own role in World War II. They
have tried to hide behind the veneer that they were victims
of Nazism, whereas they were all- too-willing accomplices.

“l am not pointing to everyone in Austria, of course.
There are Austrians who are not anti-Semites, but as a na-
tion they have a moral responsibility to face up to their own
guilt. And they must realize that public relations can’t com-
pensate for public conduct.”

Steinberg explained that he was referring to the fact that
mainstream politicians did not speak out against the anti-
Semitism that emerged in the wake of the Waldheim affair.
The World Jewish Congress’ exposure of Waldheim's war-
time activities brought accusations that Jews were interfer-

‘A climate has been created in -
which it is now possible to speak
openly against the Jews.’

ing in matters that did not concern them and were trying to
make capital out of events from the past.

“Now they would like to whitewash themselves,” he said.
“Well, reconciliation is desirable, but it cannot be built on
lies.”

On the other hand, Marc Tanenbaum, director of the .
Amerjcan Jewish Committee’s international affairs depart-
ment, noted that no representative of any of the parties in

power had uttered anti-Jewish sentiments during the cam-
paign. He also was encouraged by the fact that they refused
to form a “grand coalition” with Waldheim's People’s Party.

Tanenbaum said he and a delegation from the AJCommit-
tee had recently returned from a trip to Vienna and had re-
ceived assurances from Chancellor Franz Vranitzky and
leading figures in all political parties that efforts would be
made to reach out to the public with the message that anti-
Semitism must be made anathema to all Austrians.

“I haven't yet seen that full Gallup report,” said Tanen-
baum. “I'd like to know more about what audience was

reached in that poll. More information is needed to interpret
it. However, there does seem to be a convergence of findings
from a number of different surveys that indicate a rise of
about 10 to 15 percent in the expression of anti-Semitic
views.”

Tanenbaum said he was particularly disturbed about the
“extremely provocative, flamboyant Nazi-type cartoons that
appeared in the Krone.”

“It was the kind of stuff that hasn't been seen there in 40
years,” he said. “We said we found this absolutely intoler-
able, and we have no intention of providing a quick fix un-
less they do something about it.”

Tanenbaum agreed that Austria, unlike West Germany,
has tried to evade its responsibility for the Holocaust, but he
said the young generation of educated Austrians wants to
repair some of the damage of the past. .

, ®

“Don't forget, two-thirds of the Austrian population was
born during or after the war,” he said. “We met with young
Austrians who are planning educational projects to bring
out the truth about Austrian history and to show how much
Austria has lost through its deep-seated anti-Semitism,
which has existed for a very long time. After all, it is where
Hitler learned his anti-Semitism."”

Tanenbaum said he and other AJCommittee representa-
tives planned followup visits to see how the educational
plans are being implemented.

It is evident that the Austrian government is concerned
about its world image. Waldheim has been ostracized at
home and abroad. Many visiting politicians avoid meeting
him, and he has received only one foreign invitation so far
— from King Hussein of Jordan.

The Associated Press recently reported that Belgium is

‘believell to have snubbed a bid by Waldheim to attend a fes-

tival of Austrian art, scheduled to open in Brussels in Sep-
tember. Waldheim has denied that he sought an invitation.

A searing article on Austria's complex involvement with
Nazism appeared last fall in the influential London Times

.Literary Supplement. It charged that since 1947 “Austrian

governments were consistently readier to compensate Nazis
for losses incurred as a result of denazification than to pro-

(Continued on page 45)
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Erklérung gegen :
den Antlsemltlsmus

WIFN (Wlkahiatt) — OVP.Qene-
ralsekretfir Dr. Michael Qraff
fuhrie kilrzlich eln Qesprich mit
Verirelern dea Amerlcan Jewish
Committee, einar bedeutenden Jii-
dlschen Orgenisation IR den Ver.
einigten Btaaten, Im Zusammen.
hang damit gab Qraff folgende
Erklirung ab:

~Aua Anilafl der bevoratehenden
Nationalratswahl erneuert dle
Osterreichische Volkspartel of.
fentlich thre unerschltterliche
Verpflichtung gegenliber den de-
srokratischen Prinziplen, aufl de.
nan dle Zwelle Nepubltk beruhd.
Diese Prinziplen sind dle Grund-
Iage unseres natlonalen Konsan.
ger, der alle unsere Blrger vep.
pilichiet, die atantirblrgerlichen,
politischen und religitsen Uber.
reugungen jedes Osterreichers zu
reaspektieren.

Deshalb verlangt die OVP -im
Wahlkampf aino falre demokrall.
gche Dabalte und stellt eindeutig

{ast, dan sle jede perstnliche Dit. -

famierung, die auf religidsen oder
ethnischen Vorurtellen oder Han
beruht, echirfstens gurlickwelist,

Wir haben suimerksam die Erkis-

rung des scheldenden {sraelischen
Botschafters Michael Ellzur regi-
striert, da8 Antisamitlsmus dis
bffentliche Politik in Osterrsich
weader beeinflussen noch bestim.
men wird. Wir hoffen, daf lsrael
so bald wie muglich elnen neuen
Botschafter nach Osterreich ent.
senden wird, und wiirden es sehr
bedauern, wenn dle diplomatl.
schen Begiehungen swischen 1is-
rael und Osterreich ohne unsere.
Yeranlassung htnbmtuu mr-
den mitNlen. '
Die OVP 18t 1948 von Milnnern um!
Frauen gegrundet worden, digsus -
den Qeflingnissen und Konzentra.
tionslagern der Natlonalsoxiali- -
sten kamen, Sle fst atols auf grofe -
COsterrelcher wis Leopold Figl und -
— unter anderen = Alfons Gor .
bach, dle nach der Befrelung un.’ -
seres Landes von der Cewalthere- -
schalt der Nazia wirksam fUf ge-
genseltige VersShnung geardeltet ¢
haben. Wir mtissen uns bemhen,
aus der Vergangenheit su lernen, -
und werden daher nicht undemo-
kratische oder unmenschliche poe
littsche Auferungen,in unserem '
Land duyldan.” ‘ |
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Marc Tannenbaum, Chef des einfluBrelchen American
Jewish Committee, stellt sich im Gesprach mit Lucian
0. Meysels gegen den Judischen WeltkongreB.

,» Wir lehnen
Kollekﬁvschuld ab*

OCHENPRESSE: Osterreich
kimpft seit der Wah! vun Kurt
Waldheim in den USA und anderen westh-
chen Lundern mit immensen Image-Pro-
blemen. Wie kann es diese Probleme Lewal-
tigen? ,
TANNENBAUM: Zweifellos gibt es die-
ges Problem. Und es ist ernst. Es geht uns
alle an: Amerikaner, Juden und Osterrei-
cher, Zweifellos wurden intensive Emotio-
nen durch die Waldheim-A(l4re auspgelost,
Das American Jewish Committee ist Uber-
zeugl, dal die Probleme der Vergangenheit
bewdltigt werden mussen. Nicht nurumder
Vergangenheit willen. Es geht darum. dall
wir - Amerikaner, Juden und Osterreicher
= die Lehren der Vergangenhent fur eine
bessere Zukunft nutzen.

M en kann fient

Anklage erheben
und dann nach
Bewelsen suchen

WP: Wie kann das konkret geschehen?

TANNENBAUM. Wir haben bereits mit
den Osterreichern konkrete ldeen bespro-
chen; Eines der Probleme besteht darin, dald
hier in den USA die Meinung vorherrscht,
Osterreich hdtte sich nicht genugend mit
seiner Verwicklung wuhrend der national-
soziulistischen Ara befaBL Ey gebt nicht
darum, ob dirser Eindruck stimmi oder
nirht. Es handeltsich um cine Realitat, Wir
sind aber bereit, bei der Bewiltigung der
Vergangenheit mitzuhelfen. Zum Beispiel
gehoren wir zu den Sponsoren einer groflen
Dislog-Konferenz, bei der Persdnlichkei-
ten des politischen, kulturellen und akade-
mischen Lebens in Osterreich mit lhren
judischen Gegenlbern zusammentre{ien
werden. Wir setzen groBe Holtnungen auf
diesen Dialog.

WP: Osterreich hat jetzt eine neue Regle-
rung, Hilft das bei Thren Bemuhungen’

TANNENBAUM: Als Amerikaner sind
wir Aufienstehende. Nur Beobachter. Aber
leh begriiBe die bereits geauBerte Bereit-
schall der grofen Koalition, sich mit dem
Problem 2u befassen.
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WP: Sie waren gelbst vor kurrem in
Osterreich. Waswar [hr Eindruck? Sind Sie
auf Antisemnitignmus gestoficn”?

TANNENRAUM: Ich war in der letzten
Zeit sogar tweimal in Osterreich. Und ich
war von den ehrlichen Besirebungen der
verantwortlichen Stellen = angefanyen bel
Bundeskanzler Franz Vranilzky = zutiefst
beeindruckt.

WP: Wenn Sie so el wus sagen, mtissen Sie
mit Attacken von seiten einiger judischer
Vertreter in den US4 rechnen ...

TANNENBAUM: Dus American Jewish
Commillee ist sich durchaus bewulit, daBl vs
mit seiner Einstellung ein Risiko cingeht,
dall es seine Reputation aufs Sprel sctzt
Aber wir wn es, weil wir glauben, dall

unsere tsterreichischen Gesprichspariner
unsere GefUhle teilen. Wir sind die erste
grofe judische Organisation. die dieses
Risiko oul sich genommen hat.doch wirtun
es aus innvrer Uberzeugung.

WP; Und wug halten Swe von Kurt
Waldheim? Konnte er den Vorwurf ¢nt-
kraften, er sei direkt in Krivgseerbrechen
verwickelt gewesen? '

TANNENDBAUM: Ich michte den Full
Waldheim nicht wieder aufrnllen. Es han-
delt sich, meiner Meinung nach, um ein
moralisches Problem. Aber vines mdchte

rz
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ich sagen, und das betrifft Waldhelms
Amtszeit als UN-Generalsekretir: Ich war
erschutlert, daD er damals seine Vergan-
genheit in der deutschen Wehrmacht ver-
schwiegen hat. Und viele seiner Kolleygen -
Nichtjuden und Juden -, die damalseng mit
thm zusanunengearbeitet haben, teilen

_ nuch heute diese Besturzung.

WP Mit dem, was Sie bisher uber Jster-
reich gesayl huben, stellen Swe sich in
direktem Gegensatz zum Judischen Welt-
kunyrefl = oder zumindest zum Standpunkt
vimyer semer Funkbongry ..

TANNENBAUM: Ich muchte diesen Dis-
put nicht weiterfuhren. Es wurden sehr
haBliche und personliche Beschuldigungen
gepen uns erhoben, Aber eines mufl ich
sapgen: Es war schan immer eine Praxis des
American Jewish Comemitiee, ein Problem
2uerst cinmal genau 2u untersuchen und
Beweise zu suchen, die vor einem morali-
sthen ‘I'ribunal und einem zivilen Gericht
standhalten wurden. Wir tun dies Immer,
bevor wir an die Offentlichkeit gehen. Esist
also nicht unser Sul, 2uerst cinmal Ankla-
gen zu erheben und erst donn nach Bewei-
sen 2u suchen, Und dieser Hallung werden
wir auch in Zukunft treu bleiben.

Wit Das ist mehr oder weniger der
Standpunkt. den auch Sitmun Wiczenthal
eingenomumen hat ...

TANNENBAUM: Unsere Standpunkte
sind emunder schr nahe. Wiesenthal ist

P
T

s,

Y

heute eine lebende Legende. die auf seinen
ernsthaften und genauven Recherchen be-
ruht.

wp: Sie glaaben alsn nicht an eine
Kollektivschuld der Osterevicher, was die
NS-Vergungenheit betrifft?

TANNENDBAUM: Wir lehnen die Idee
einer Rullektivsehuld kitegoriseh ab, Unc
wir tun dies il Grund viner juhrhunderte
langen Erfuhoung Gerade die Juden hatter
unter der Gewel der Kollektivachuld - al
Guttesmiirder = schrecklich 2y leiden
Cianze Strivme von Bl gind aul Grunc =
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dieser unseligen Beschuldigung geflossen.
Daher lehnen wir die ldee einer Kollektiv-
schuld ab, ob sie nun gepen Juden oder
Nichtjuden gerichtet ist. Ubrigens lehnt
auch schon die Bibel die Kallektivschuld
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Rabbhr Tannenbaum:
~Begriife die grofie Koalition*

ganzer Vlker ab. Was aber die Naziverbre-
chen betrifft: Wir wollen kein Bekenntnis

der kollektiven Schuld, aber sehr wohl das -

BewuBtsein einer kollektiven Verantwor-
tung bei der Bewultigung der Vergangen-
heit,

WP: Konkret, was ist Thr Ziel?

TANNENBAUM: Wir waollen eine
Rrucke der Verstindigung bauen zwischen
Osterreich und den amerikanischen Juden.
Aber cines mufl ich wiederhnlen: Diese
Brucke kann nicht allein mit kosmetischen
MaBnahmen gebaut werden. Etwa durch
Ausstellungen und Publikationen, welche
den Beitrag Judischer Burger zur ésterrei-
chischen Kultur und Wissenschaft unter-

streichen. Da mussen sich doch die Leute

hier {ragen: ,Wenn die Juden soviel fur

e_.®
Osferrelch

braucht ein Gesetz
gegen
neonazistische
Umtriebe

Osterreich geleistet haben, warum gibt es
dort Antisemitismus™ Derartige Bemu-
hungen sind sicher gut gemeint, aber sie

konnlensich als konterproduktiverweisen,

weil sie realitatstremd sind.

WP: Und was ware eine wirklichkeita-
nehe Mugnahme?

TANNENBAUM: Osterreich braucht ein
neues Gesetz gegen neonazistische Um-
triebe. Ich meine nicht eine Versch¥rfung
des Verbotsgesetzes aus der unmittelbaren

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Das ,American Jewish Commlitee" Ist die dlteste und bei weltem
einflufireichste aller bestehenden jlidischen Orpanisationen in den
USA - slcht man von den rein konfessionell ausgerichteten

Religlonsgemecinschaften ab. Das Komitce wurde 1806 als
Nachfolgeorganisation des 1859 etabllerten ,Board of Delegates of
Anmerican Israelites" - also des ersten Verbandes amerikanischer
Kultusgemeinden = gegriindet, Seit dieser Zeit vertritt es das jiidische
sEstablishment" in den USA und wird auch von der US-Reglerung als
Vertretung der Hauptrichtung, ,the mainstream", der
amerikanischen Juden, angeschen und konsultiert. Es ist wesentlich
mitglledstirker und einflufreicher als der ,American Jewish
Congress", dic lukale Vertretung des World Jewish Congress, der in
den USA lediglich seine Zentrale unterhilt. Zu den Prisidenten des
Amerlean Jewlsh Committee zihlten bedeutende Personlichkeiten
wie die Financiers Felix Warbung und Cyrus Adler. Rabblner Marc
Tannenbaum, der derzeitige Direktor, nahm auch als einziger
Rabbiner am Vaticanum 1 teil und gehort zum
Verbindungsausschul des Vatikanischen Sekretarjats fiir
Kathollsch-Jiidische Bezichungen.

WP: Glauben Sie, daf Sie mit diesen
Thesen auf dem richtigen Weg sind? Sind
Sie optimistisch, was das zukunftige Ver-
haltnts zwischen Osterreich und den Juden,
rumindest amerikanischen, die sie vertre-
ten, betrifft?

TANNENBAUM: Wir sind vorsichtig
optimistisch, Menschen auf belden Seiten
sind bereit, den Problemen ins Auge zu
sehen. In der Vergangenheit wurde zuviel
', geschwiegen. Wir sind entschlossen, dieses
3 l;' Schwelgen zu brechen,
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Nachkriegszelt, sondern ein Gesetz, dassich
auf die gegenwartige Lage bezieht. Gegen
die Verbreitung neonazistischer Propa-
ganda oder die sogenannte ,Auschwitz-
Luge". Deltkte, die in der Bundesrepublik
Deutschland langst strafbar sind.

WP: Glauben Sie, daf in nachster Zeit in
dieger Hinsicht in dmrnich etwas gesche-
hen wird?

TANNENBAUM: Ich hofle ja. Derartige
MaBnahmen hitten eine Immense Signal.
wirkung. Das wollen wir doch alle. ]
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Brackige Wasserstelle:
Uberleben ist Luxus

P;ak'istathféh anistan
NEUER LIBANON

: .ber Krieg In Afghanistan
kdnnte bald auch auf Pakistan

- ubergreifen. Die Filichtlinge

kommen dann endguitig unter
die Réder.

-Von Carl Albrecht Waldsteinl

i fe Illusion von Frieden verflng sehr

rasch. Als der Leiter der Waffenstill-
stands-Kommission des  Kabul-Regimes
selbst bei einem Gefecht mit den Wider-
standskampfern sein Leben lassen mufite,
gab Staatschef Mohammed Najibullah auch

_ offiziell bekannt, dad die Regierungsarmee

wieder zur .nktlven Selbstverteidigung

| gegen die Freiheitskumpfer ubergehen

werde.

Im siebenten Kriegsjahr tobt der Kampf
in Afghanistan mit der gleichen Verbissen-
heit weiter wie bisher. Dem Leidensweg des
afghanischen Volkes durfte dabei in abseh-

" barer Zeit kein Ende beschieden sein.

Der Grund, warum es den Sowjets trotz
hoher technischer Uberlegenheit nicht und
nicht gelingen will, den afghanischen Wi-
derstand 2u zerschlagen, liegt in der Struk-
tur dieses Widerstandes. Er besteht aus
buchstiblich tausenden unabhangig von
einander kimplenden Einheiten, die nur
zur Sicherstellung des Walfennachschubes
bereit gind, sich pro forma als Teil der einen
oder anderen der Widerstandsorganisatio-
nen bezeichnen zu lassen. In Wahrheit
beschrinken sich die Mudschaheddin, die
standig zwischen Afghanistan und Paki-
stan hin und her pendeln, auf die unmittel-
bare Verteidigung (hrer Dorfer und Taler
und denken gar nicht daran, sich dabet

terzuordnen,

HAHA? D S (";IMW

einem Uberreglonalen Oberkommando un-'
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GURCH DROPS BID EOR AUSCIWITZ CONVENT

By DICK RYAN
THE CATHOLIC Church Iin Po-
land has dropped plans to build
a convent on the site of the

Auschwitz concentratlon camp,

The Post has learned.

Cardinal Franciszeh Machar-
ski of Cracow disclosed the deci-
sion In a letter to John Cardinal

Krol of Philadelphia and Rabbi’

Marc Tannenbaum of the Ameri-

can Jewish Committee
Macharskl also revealed that

he has agreed to fointly sponsor

on “the meaning of Auschwits
to the Jewish people, the Pollsh
people and mankind.”

A group of 10 Belgian Carmelite
nuns have actually been living in
an abandoned bullding just out-
slde Auschwitz gince 1884,

But existence of the convent

was not known until last year -

when a group, Ald to the
Church In Distreas, began a
European (fundraising cam-
paign to renovate the bullding.
Tannenbaum and other Jew-

fundralsing literature that they
sald “ignored the 3 million Jews
murdered by the Nazls at
Auschwitz.":

The literature referred to the
Auschwitz cénvent as “a witnesa
to the victorious power of the

cross of J as a spiritual for-

tress and antee of the con-

veralon of oug strayed brothera.™
who stressed

-lhn: the nu$; themselves were
e

for the literature,
labe!ed the fundralsing appeal “a

victima' dignity as Jews™

The appeal algo said the con-
vent would “erase outrages so
often done to the Vicar of
Christ” — an apparent refer-
ence to charges that Pope Plus
XII did not speak out agalnst
the Holocaust.

Some 1.25 milllon non-Jews —
mostly Polish Catholics — also
died at Auschwitz.

Rev. Wilfred van Straaten, the
group's founder, defended the
convent saying a similar con-

without Jewish complainta.

He sald that at the Auschwitz
convent, “the sisters are praying
for all who died there and doing
penance for the act of genoclide.”

But Macharski told Tannen-
baum he deplored “the inconcelv-
able la¢k of communlcation in re-
gard to Polish-Jewish religious

across the 40 years."

He sald the upcoming confer-
ence would greatly contribute
to a deeper understanding of
the role Auschwitz plays In
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€aracas,

Cardenal Macharski
de Acuerdo con Conferencia
sobre Significado de Auschwitz
para Judios y Polacos

 (WIRS- cuneutams Ileli;lms)

| Comité

NUEVA YORK... La decision del Ar-
zobispo de Cracovia Cardenal
Macharsky de anular la proyectada
ereccion de un convento carmelita en
ta sede del campo de exterminio de
Auschwitz representa un triunfo del
criterio y de la conciencia, como asi-
mismo un logro del entendimiento
mutuo, fruto del maduro dialogo
catélico-judio.

La declaracion en mayo de 1985 en
el sentido de que un grupo de monjas
carmelitas proyectaban erigir un con-
vento en Auschwitz encolerizd a miles
de sobrevivientes judios de aquella
operaclon asesina, particularmente en
Bélgica y Francia. Quedo patente que
los sobrevivientes de Auschwitz no se
oponian al rezo de las monjas
catdlicas —ni una sola protesta se
levantd en el caso de la capilla
catélica que con gran dedicadeza fue
establecida en Dachau.

La ira de los judios europeos —da
hecho en todo el mundo— resultd del
material informativo que editara una
agrupaciéon de catdlicos beigas para
recavdar fondos. El folleto sobre

Auschwitz no aludié ni una sola vez a
la bestial masacre de tres millones de
judios en aguel campo de exterminio,
y otro agravio mas fue la sugerencia
que el convento carmelita se proponia
la conversion de “nuestros hermanos
exttavlados"

En lulio pasado, EI Cardenal
Macharski se reuniéo en Ginebra con
dirigentes Judios, y catdlicos
europeos, y & raiz de largo y arduo
didlogo, el Cardanal consintié aplazar
toda labor relacionada con el conven-
to. Respondiendo a las cartas que le
dirigimos el Cardenal Krol de Filadel-
fia y el suscrito, el Cardenal polaco
acordé anular la proyectada ereccion
del convento, informéndome asimismo
que conjuntamente con nosotros orga-
nizaria una conferencia de mavor
alcanceel afio que viene en Polonia
sobre "“El significado de Auschwitz
para el pueblo judio, el pueblo polaco
y la humanidad”.

De este tragico acaloramiento sal-
dra adn, quizas, un ansiado rayo de

luz. g
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P LS, is, not a major setback

rom
‘ ¢t cruclal momenta the Vatican ea-
A tablishment 802 into periods of
prudnnt silence.”

So paid l_ugl Mare Tunggm one of
l.h- American-Jewish commu % outatand.
experts In the soclesimetical and seculay
pﬂluu of the Romen Catholic Church.
The rebbi thinks the Holy See be

about to Inodlfy ita |l:t,iuldo toward larael

and Iaresl's control of Jerusalem. -

It was the Vatican's refusal to nhblll.ll
diplomatic ralations with Jsrasl end to*drop
ita support for the international-

his mage '
to thc Wlllln; Wall in Jbrﬁalam’nﬁ -
Juat bafore tha cardinal gmbarked for Leb-
anon last June, Tmnanbwm pomually
urged him to lnclude Israel on his

“and he considered it ser wus? the rabbi ‘
nntcn."hutnullnm th‘ow '

1t was then that Cardinal O'Connes made
s controversial statament about 8 l'n-nim

ization of Jerusalem thet set the
stage for the latest contretem
betwean the Holy See and
Isreell n

y .
lmhlnsky “He bad
und

i to go through with his nﬂ from et him,” Tannepbaum
intentlon to meet lsrael's political rnd. especial] by the apoatolic
iludm in thelr rupoetlve offices and the. dalqpu who canceled t cardinal’s meet-
' comments he mad - while in Jordan about with lsrasl's top three political leaders.

ht irritated his laraeli

i the Palntlmann & oL ekt
r many nt

hosto and upest
l United States.

| Tnmonhnun iﬂauﬂ the blame on the

Vatican secretariat of stats and the apoltolk
 dvegate 1n the Holy Land Nl
I ie iatory M

m made In the ﬁ:d of setting | always
ts: an intimats luncheon to which

a few of my colleagues were invited.
mhm said O'Connor went to Larael
“in good faith” and ecited hls record as an
g.pnmnt of fres emigration for Soviet Jewry,

homage to the 6 million Jewish victims of "num A lddle

the Holocaust and hia tespect for the

ut the rabbl j» not worried about any
fallout in the ecumanical sphere. “Catbolie:
Jawigh relstions are eo strong In the United
Btatss, Europe and Latin America and else-
where_ lh-!l this opllnd' will not work any
harm,” he sald. "'We will sit down together
and l‘ﬂﬂwtwhtmtm Thhunot_-
a major satbac!

That goal my top the mndl 4! ‘st
menth’s umla; of leading Roman Catholie
and Jewish Iuolqhno rluc to uh phu in
Geneva, Switeerlan
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LEGAL EXPERTS ADOPT DECLARATION ON
THE RIGHT OF EMIGRATION AND RETURN

NEW YORK, Jan. 1 (JTA) -- A conference of
legal experts at the International Institute of
Human Rights in Strasbourg, France, has adopted
a highly significant declaration on the inter-
national right to lcave and return, it was reported
by Sidney Liskofsky, director of the Jacob Blau-
stein Institute for the Advancemem of Human
Rights of the

Co-sponsored by the Blaustein Institute and
assisted by a grant from the Ford Foundation, the
conference called for all nations to: adopt legis-
lative or other measures ensuring full enjoyment
of the right to leave one’s country, temporarily
or permanently, and to return; prohibit penalties
or reprisals against those seeking to exercise that
right; invoke restrictions based on “national
security” only in situations where the exercise of
the right poses a clear, imminent and serious
danger to the state. :

Also, to impose no taxes or fees, other than
nominal ones related to travel documnnts; tolerate

" no lengthy or burdenscime procedures in issuing
documents or notification of decisions; allow
appeals of decisions to higher administrative or
judicial bodies; permit communication with inter-
national organizations or other bodits or persons
with regard to the right.

The canference has forwarded its Strasbourg
Declaration to the 35 participating states in the
Helsinki Accords review conference taking place
in Vienna, the Human Rights Commissions of the
Council of Europe and the Organization of Ameri-

can States, and other inter-governmental as well -

as non-governmental organizations.

The conference was chaired by Alexander
Kiss, Secretary-General of the Strasbourg Insti-
tute. The Blaustein Institute was represented by

Liskofsky. The parvicipants included experts from'

Europe, the US., Latin America and Africa as
well as observers from the UN Seccretariat and
Council of Europe.

The declaration was designed to serve as a
model for the expert member of the UN Sub-
commission on Discrimination and Minorities,
Mbonga-Chipoya of Zambia, in carrying out his
mandate from that body to preparc for the Com-
mission on Human Rights a preliminary draft
declaration on the subject. The Subcommission had
recommended nearly a quarter-cemtury ago that
the UN adopt such a declaration.

In elaborating their declaration, Liskofsky

said, the experts drew upon several model drafts, !

" in particular the historic Uppsala Declaration on
the same subject adopted 14 years before at a

. conference co-sponsored by the Strasbourg and

' Blaustein Institutes, at the University of Uppsala,
Sweden. He added:

*The issuance of the Strnsbourg Declaration .

came on the heels of the Soviet government's
publication of a recently promulgated decree to
take effect January 1 adding 11 new provisions to
others now made public contained in a 1970
statute of the Council of Ministers. Prescnted as

an casing of the emigration and -travel process,

the new regulations fall short in fundamental
ways of the standards in the Strasbourg Declara-
tion.

—_—

"They do not recognize emigration as every
person’s inherent right as affirmed in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and in the
legally binding International Covenant om Civil
and Political Rights. They also refuse permission
to leave to applicants without relatives in other
countrics.”

Moreover, Liskofsky noted, they narrow the
family connection basis for emigration to applic- -
ants sccking to be rcunited only with their clos-
est kin spouses, parents. and children and
siblings.

Also mcompaublc with the Strasbourg Dec-
laration, Liskofsky stated, are the broad and
unqualified grounds for denial of emigration,
among them, "knowledge of state secrets,” “reas-
ons which affect state security,” the "basic rights

‘and legal interests of the USSR,” and “preserva-

tion of the public order,” as well as the failure to
provide legal means of appeal to higher adminis-
trative or judicial bodies.

# {

Some analysts, he said, find reason for
optimism in the fact that the Soviet government
for the first time officially recorded its emigra-
tion rules, which specificd among other seeming
liberalizations, that applicants refused permission
to emigrated or travel would be told the reasons.
However, the overwhelming tendency of the rules
point to a continuing, mainly "closed door” policy.

The Strasbourg Institute, located at the site
of the Council of Europe, was founded in 1969 by
Rene Cassin, renowned French statesman and
Nobel Laureate and co-author with Eleanor Roose-
velt of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

The Blaustein Institute, established in 1971
to perpetuate the memory of Jacob Blaustein,
encourages projects in human rights, inter-re-
ligious understanding and international affairs,
areas with which he was closely identified. Its
chairman is Richard Maass, honorary president of
the American Jewish Committee. /
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NOTICIAS e INFORMACIONES
del COMITE JUDIO AMERICANO

Por JACOBO EOVADLOFF

El Derecho a Salir y Regresar
a su Propio Pais

NUEVA YORK = En conferencia
de expertos legales que se celebrd
en |a sade del Instituto Internacio-
nal de Derechos Humanos en Es-
trasburgo, Francia, se adoptd una
declaracin de suma importancia re-

lativa ol deracho internacional a sa--

lir y regresar de los ciudadanos de
todo pais, segln anuncib

i ky, director del
austein Institute for the Advance-

por &l ‘Erﬂ ﬂlﬂm !Eqama' ¥
subvancio por oun
tion, se dirigib a todas las naciones
para que:

*adopten medidas legislativas o
de otra indole encaminadas a asegu-
rar gl pleno disfrute del derecho a
salir dal propio pais, provisional o
permanentements, y a regresar;

*prohiban todo castigo 0 repre-
salia contra aquéllos que traten de
ejercer este derecho;

*invoguen restricciones basadas
en “la seguridad nacional” sblo en
casos en que el ejercicio del dere-
cho represente un peligro claro, in-
minente y serio pare el Estado;

*no impogan tasas o impuestos
excepto los nominales relativos a
documantos de viaje;

“no toleren procedimientos pro-
longados o dificultosos pars expe-
dir los documentos o notificacién
de decisionas;

*permitan el recurso a las auto-
ridades administrativas o judiciales
superiores para apelar las decisio-
nes;

*parmitan la comunicacién con
organizeciones internacionales u
otras entidades o personas con res-
pecto a este derecho.

La conferencia ha transmitido la
citada declaracidn de Estrasburgo 2

los 35 Estados participantes en la

conferencia que re-examinard los
acuerdos de Helsinki y que se reali-
zard en Viena, a las comisiones de
Derechos Humanos del Conssjo de
Europa y la Organizacién de Este-
dos Americanos, & otras entidades
intergubernamentales asi como no
gubernamentales.

Presidid la conferencia Alexander
Kiss, secretario general del Institu-
to de Estrasburgo, representando al
Blaustein Institute su director Sid-
ney Liskofsky. Entre los participan-
tes figuraron expertos procedentes
de Europa, los Estados Unidos, La-
tinoamérica y Africa asi como ob-
servadores de la Secretaria de la
ONU vy del Consejo de Europa, La
declaracién habré de servir de mo-

deln al axnartn Chinova de Zambia _

casi un cuarto de siglo dasde que la
subcomisidn recomendara a la ONU
que aprabara esa declaracion,

. El 8r..Liskofsky notb que al ela-

borar Ia declaracibn, los expertos se
valieron de una serie de proysctos
modelos, en particuler la historica
Declaracion de Upsala sobire el mis-
mo tema, adoptada catorce afios
atrés en conferencia co-patrocinada
por los Institutos de Estrashurgo y
Blaustein que realizara en la Univer-
sidad de Upsala, Suecia, afiadiendo
que:

“La promulgacion de la declara-
cion de Estrasburgo se concretd
escaso tiempo después de publicar-
$2 un recienta decreto soviético que

entrb en vigar el 1o, de enero de
1987 y que aflade 11 nuevas estipu-
laciones a otras anunciadas ahora @
incluidas en un estatuto de 1970
del Consejo de Ministros. Los nue-
vos reglamentos presentados como
pora facilitar el proceso de emigra-

* ¢ibn y vigje no satisfecen en esen-

cia los criterios establecidos en la
declaracion de Estrasburgo.

“No reconocen la emigracion co-
mo derecho intrinseco de toda per-
sona — tal y como lo afirma la De-
tlaracion Universal de. Derechos Hu-
manos y el documento legal obliga-
torio, o sea el Pacto Internacional
de Derechos Civiles y Paliticos. Asi-

(PASA A LA PAG, 11)

Derecho

mismo niegan el permiso de salir a
solicitantes que no lienen familiares
en olros paises”.

Ademds, notb, restringen la vincu-/
lacifin familiar que sirve de base a las
emigracion de solicitantes deseosos
de reunirse sblo con los parientes
més prbximos — chnyuges, padres e
hijos y hermanos,

Igualmente incompatibles con la
Declaracion de Estrasburgo, siguid
el Sr. Liskofsky, son los extensos e
indeterminados motivos por negar
la emigracidn, entre ellos "8l cong-
cimiento de secretos estatales”, “'ra-
zones que afecten la seguridad del
Estado”, “derechos fundamentales
e intereses legales de la URSS"”, y la
“presarvacién del orden phblico”

: 8si como la carencia do disponibilis;

dad de medios juridicos de recurso
2 una autoridad superior adminis-
“trotiva o judicial.

Algunos analistas, notd, conside-
ran motivo de optimismo el hecho
de que por primera vez el gobierno
soviélico haya asentado oficialmen-
te los' reglamentos de emigracion
que establecen entre otras liberali-
zaciones aparentes que.al solicitan-
te a quien se niegue permiso de
emigrar o de viajar se le comunica-
rian las razones, Sin embargo, los
reglamentos sefialan en su mayor
parte la tendencia de continuar una
politica a “puerta cerrada”,

Fundado en 1969 por René Cas-
sin, ranombrado estadista francés y
laureado Nobel, co-autor con Elea
‘nor Roosevelt de la Declaracién
Universal de Derechos Humanos,
ol Instituto de Estrasburgo esta
ubicado en la sede del Conssjo de

EUOPR. ay uytusiss suysi uz 3 uriue,

D —————————————

| J
creado en

|austei

para perpetuar
b Blaustein, pro-

mueve proyectos en la esfera de
los derechos humanos, del entendi-
miento interreligioso y asuntos in-
ternacionales, esferas todas éstas
con las que el difunto se idanuhcal-
ba estrechamente. Preside el Insti-

‘H 2 3¢ i .




~f

S A —— .

1 Suplemento de " o -De;-)artamentode Prensa’
,INFOHMATWO ' ‘Afio 1987 - No. &

Delegacién ds .
Asocglaclonea Viernes, 23 de enero,#

'. Israelitas Argentinas

= (Pogaes Awasw SINTESIS

DECLARACION FIMAL
DE LA N
CONFERENCIA JURIDICA INTERNACIONAL SOBRE
‘oo i - EL ANTISEMITISMO, EL Aunswmsno Y LAS NACIONES UNIDAS

FACULTAD DE DERECHO DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DE NUEV& YORK

* Por iniciativa del Centro de Estudios Internacionales de 1a Facultad de Dere

“cho de la Universidad de Nueva York y del Instituto Jacob Blaustein para la De - -
fensa de los Derechos del Hombre, se celebrdluna Conferencia Internacional en

Nueva York, del 13 al 15 de Abril de 1985. con el objéto de examinar la cuestién
del antisionismo, el antisemitismo y las Naciones Unidas. La Conferencia, que re
un16 a 93 expertos en Derecho Internac1ona1 provenientes de diversos paises, e-
‘xaminé 10s archivos de las Naciones ‘Unidas y de sus organismos afiliados, encon
trando en ellos declaraciones con imidgenes antisemitas y un lenguaje manifiesta-
mente hostil hacia el judaismo, el pueblo judfo y los judfos en calidad de tales.

La Conferencia 11egé a la conclusidn que esas expresiones y afirmaciones an- -
tisemitas formuladas por representantes de Estados-miembros, contravienen 1los
principios generales del Derecho Internacional, tal como se reflejan en la Carta
de la ONU, en la Declaracxon Universal de los Derechos del Hombre, en 1la: Conven-
cion Internacional para la Eliminacién de Todas las Formas de Discriminacién Ra-
cial, y en la Declaracién sobre Eliminacién de Todas las Formas de Intolerancia
y Discriminacién basadas en la religion o el credo. '

La Conferencia examind también declaraciones formuladas en las Nagiones Uni- _

~Sigue al dorso.



ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW YORK

1011 FIRST AVENUE NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 (TEL.)212-371-1000 - LEC 15 1985

@ﬁﬁce of (Sortrreurnications

CREV.PETER G FINN, DIRECTICY

PARA PUBLICACION INMEDIATA: 3 de diciembre de 1986
PARA MAS INFORMACION:

Padre Carlos Mullins
(914) 632-0211

VIAJE A ISRAEL-TIERRA SANTA

Auspiciado por el Comité Judfo-Americano Oficina Sudamericang y

para Medios en Espafiol y por el Centro Catblico de Pastoral para los
Hispanos del Nordeste, se realizard el primer Viaje‘allsrael-Tierra_
Santa; con el fin de consolidar'la unidad judeo-cat6lica.

La salida serd desde Nueva York el martes, 27 de enero de 1987
y el regreso se realizard desde la ciudad de Bruse]as. Bélgica, el
lunes, 9 de febrero de 1987.

El1 precio total del vfaje serd de $1,170.00 e incluye pasaje aéreo
en clase turfstica, hospedaje en hoteles de cinco eStrellas, en habita-
ci6n doble, y con desayuno inclufdo.

Este primef viaje se realiza inspiradb en un lema que dice asf:
"hermanados en 12 fe de Abraham, construyamos la nueva civilizaci6n del
amor, libre de prejuicios y de discriminacién”.

Para reservas llamar al Sr. Pedro Wlodawski, Morgan Tours, Inc.,
(212) 535-6260. Para mayor informaci6n comunicarse con el Sr. Jacobo

_anagloff.l(ZIZJ 751-4000, Ext. 308, o con el Padre Carlos Mullins,
(914) 632-0211.

XXX
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“A DAY AT THE UNITED NATIONS”

On December 3. 1986, the American
lewish Commiltee sponsored A Day At
Jdic Uimted Nations™. The morning was
as clear, cool and sunny as November 30,
1982 had been when the AJ.C. spon-
sored its carlier *Day At the U.N." Once
agdin the event was oversubscribed and
nearly, two hundred participants cagerly
milled at the Visitor's entrance on this
Wednesday momning. The schedule in-
vluded briefings by prominent United
Nations staff members. aluncheon in the
Delegates Dining Room and an address
by Iscuel’s Ambassador to the United Na-
tions. Benjamin Netanyahu, as well as by
America's Permanent Representative,
(General) Vernon T. Walters.

-After passing through metal detectors
{and having pockelbooks and briefcases

manually inspected), we picked up our
name badges at a desk that was wedged
behind the glass lobby displays of
Palestinian embroidery. Unlike the 1982
“Day Atthe U.N." which coincided with
“Palestine Week." there was no U.N.
employee “job action.” nor were the ele-
vators tied up (as they had been by the
then President of Bolivia), And our audi-
torium was immediately available with
all the microphones {and hearing ampli-
fiers) working. Still...there was a palpable
hollowness around us.

Even if you were not familiar with the
current fiscal plight of the United Na-
tions, it was obvious that the organiza-
tion was ‘ovf tsores™ (in trouble). The
place lacked that ebullient self-confident
atmosphere, the bustling hubbub and al-
most elitist cachet that had been its hall-
mark in the 1960's, the 1970's and suill
echoed into the early 1980's, Also absent
were past years' ubiquitous groups of
tourists, visitors and schoolchildren.

With credentials validated, we were
led into & large impressive conference
room where the delegates’ name-plated
seats were arranged in an alphabetically-
sequential semi-circle. Since Israel’s seat
was quickly occupied, my daughter
Karen (who accompanied me) and [ ap-
propriated Japan's delegates' seats. (A
sood choice,” Karen observed, seeing
logic in my having spent almost a year in
japan in 1941.) Amusingly, during our
post-speaker question and answer peri-
ds, the United Nations stafl members
recognized A.J.C. questioners according

(Nu...It Could Be Worse)

1o the country designation of their seat.
This caused sume chuckles when an
A .J.C.member was labeled asan Arab or
Third World “diplomat™ while posing a
pro-American, or Pro-Israel (or Jewish)
yuestion.

Following introductory remarks by In-
grid Lehmann (Chief, Non-Governmen-
tal Organizations Section, Depaniment
of Public Information, United Nations),
we were addressed by Mammack Gould-
ing, Under Secretary General for Special
Political Affairs. The Oxford-educated
Goulding stipulated that he was wold to
avoid theory and talk facts and, true to
his word. he used his allotted time to
detail the history and function of the var-
ious United Nations “Blue Helmet/
Beret” peace-keeping operations,

Though these are not mentioned in the
United Nations Charter (which has no
mechanism to stop aggression), the U.N.
has established peace-keeping operations
to maintain peace between hostile states
as well as between hostile panties withina
state. Member nations’ military forces
under United Nations command are
used (with the consent of all parties).
Starting with the 1956 peace-keeping op-
eration during the Suez Canal Crisis,
Goulding explained that the Security
Council can establish a peace-keeping
force only when all five Council powers
agree to the operation. Troops are pro-
vided on a voluntary basis by member
states and are under the command of the
Secretary General of the United Nations.

Mr. Goulding went into specifics vis a
vis three of the peace-keeping opera-
tions: UNTSO (1948—Jerusalem);
UNDOF (Golan Heights—1974); and
UNIFIL (1978-Lebanon). In summa-
tion, the purpose and function of these
and future peace-keeping operationsis to
reduce confrontation and killing.
Though not a substitute for 2 negotiated
peace, it is the best alternative available
at the present time.

The next speaker was Austrian-born
Kurt Herndl, Assistant Secretary Gen-
eral for Human Rights. Mr. Herndl elab-
orated on the role of the Human Rights
Treaty and its application to the current
world scene. Drafied in 1948 at the urg-
ing of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, it took
eighteen years (until 1966) before the
United Nations agreed on a binding

treaty which delineated international
norms of human rights. The Human
Rights Treaty deals with issues regarding
genocide, the treatment of prisoners (and
their medical care), torture, religious in-
tolerance, eic. It finally went into effect
in 1976.

Al the core is the attempt 10 promote
international norms of human rights,
The United Nations both sets and imple-
ments international law and describes
the mechanisms of a country’s compli-
ance to the United Nations’ Human
Rights Commission. Asan example, Mr.
Herndl cited the disappearance of the
tens of thousands of political and other
prisoners in Latin American countries,
The United Nations now has mporteurs
of human nights in Iran, Afghanistan,
Chile, Guatemala and Argentina. And
when the new government came to
powerin Argentina, it availed itself of the
Human Rights Commission’s files on
over 5,000 documented “disappeared
uncs. Many governments, particularly
in the Third World, do not have any
infrastructure to monitor human rights
and the United Nations helps them set
up a charter on human rights and aids in
the training of judges and of the police.

Irrespective of one’s sentiments about
the United Nations, Mr. Herndl's pres-
eniation raised the spectre of “whatif...."
there were no Human Rights mecha-
nism?

The third speaker 10 address us was
James O.C. Jonah of Sierra Leone, As-
sistant Secretary General, Office for
Field Operational and External Suppon
Activities. From the outset, Mr. Jonah
told the group that he would speak with
candor on a most sensitive subject—the
1975 Zionism is Racism Resolution
whose aftermath has been a downward
spiral of the United Nations' prestige and
fiscal stability. He assured us that steps
have been taken to ameliorate the impact
of the [infamous] resolution.

The historical scenario was that in
1973 there was a consensus decision to
fight racism. In 1975 this resolution in-
cluded Zionism as a form of racism. Ac-
cording to Mr. Jonah, many delegates
did not undersiand that Zionism itself
was a reaction to racism in Europe und
they therefore “misunderstood™ and as-

‘sumed that “Zionism as Ragism™ ad-

dressed the mistreatment of Arabs in Is-
rael. (My personal reaction was a
nechtiger tog—literally “‘yesterday's
day" but in precise English, a fairy tale.)
Mr. Jonah was adamant in his belief that
the United Nations did not become a
forum for anti-Semitism inasmuch as
many Western European members re-
fused 10 get dn the Zionism is Racism
bandwagon. And. encouragingly, by
1983 there was no longer any reference to
the Resolution. In response 1o questions
from the audience, Mr. Jonah stated that
the United Nations can't rescind the Res-
olution, but it will not confirm it. He was
aware, he said, that many Jewish groups
will have nothing to do with the United
Nations until it is rescinded.

Mr. Jonah also confirmed (as was fur-
ther elaborated in the course of the day)
that due to the Zionism is Racism Reso-

Masha Leon—"Japun's" delegate at
A.J.C. Day at the United Nations.

lution, the United Nations' economic
profile was something akin to a basket
case.

My comment-cum-question to Mr.
Jonah was that nowhere in his presenta-
tion was there a hint of the moral, rather
than monetary. impact of the Resolu-
tion. Were money obtainable elsewhere
(i.e. Arab sources or even Third World
donations), there would be no impera-
tive 10 either question nor rescind this
despicable Resolution, Were the United
Nations financially sound today, the
Jewish pressure groups would, in effect,
be speaking to “deaf cars.”

Queries regarding the U.S.S.R.’s fail-
ure to fulfill its financial obligations inet
with a reply about the U.S.S.R. having a
“selective” process of financial pay-
ment—sometimes they do, sometimes
they don't.

Qur final pre-luncheon speaker, Am-
bassador Herbert S. Okun, Deputy Rep-
resentative of the United States to the
United Nations, offered a welcome anti-
dote to the prior speaker’s doom and

““We do not take things lying down.
Unfocused anger is chiidish and
non-productive. But | do get
angry—and then it Is on purpose!”
U.S. Ambassador Herbert S. Okun

gloom impact. Asa Demnalily. Ambas-
sador Okun was as impressive as his cre-
dentials. Having entered the foreign ser-
vice in 1955, he has served in Moscuw,
Munich, Lisbon, Geneva, Naples, Brasi-
lia und East Berlin, From 1980-1983 he
was the United States Ambassador 1o the
Federal Republic of Germany—the first
Jewish Ambassadorio serve in Germany
since World War II.

An unapologetic realist, using a tlerse
delivery, he told us, "You get the world
as it is, not as we would like it to be.” He
also attempted to dispell the American
illusion that, because the impressive
United Nations buildings are in New
York City. this is the U.N.'s headquar-
ters. “The building is not the United Na-
tions. It is the United States headquarters
of the Security Council and the General
Assembly,” he stressed. More important

aspects and independent agencies get >

Continued oo Page 33
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Continued from Page L1

short shrift here and he cited the World
Bank. International Monetary Organiza-
tion, the Drug Agency, International
Atomic Agency, World Health Organi-
zation. Aviation Agency, and more.

Ambassador Okun continued his exis-
tential overview of reality a la United
MNations. There arc pluses in interna-
tional cooperation and we cannot have a
world in which the United States does
nottake arole. Afterall, eighty percent of
the world's business is transacted in dol-
lars and most of the world’s tourists are
Americans. And independent agencies
can only operate successfully on an inter-
national basis. As an example, he cited
such issues as acid rain, Chernobyl, and
the international drug trade which in-
volves producing. trafficking and con-
suming countries along with the problem
of worldwide laundening of money. We
live in a precarious. inter-dependent
world. Next June. a conference will he
held in Vienna on drug trafTic and abuse.

However, *Good Ncews™ is on the
horizon. There is a marked diminution
of name-calling since the low point of
Arafat's appearance. Every year another
Arab state puts forth a resolution to deny
Israel’s credentials to the United Na-
tions. hut the vote “fever chart” indicates
a lessening of support with fewer and
fewer votes in favor. Also the gratuitous
name-calling and labeling of the United
States as chicf ciminal i1s on the decline.
Israeli name-calling has been eliminated.
“We do best in the Gencral Assembly
when we stand strongly with other West-
ern democracies,”” said Ambassador
Okun. “We have succeeded in reshaping
the Human Rights Resolution and now
¢ven non-friends are involved.™

Apropos the goal of greater interna-
tional consensus. Ambassador Okun re-
alistically observed that, “If it doesn't
happen in our families and in our busi-
nesses. why expect il at the United Na-
tions?"

His replies to A_J.C. questioners were
to the point. I do not mind doing battle
here every day.” he stated. | represent
the United Statesand no one can hurt the
United States.” As to his psychological-
gut reaction to the United Nations
sheningans (meshugas), he answered, "
am a professional diplomat. After sitting
opposite the Russians—this is easy.

Like a surgeon who learns to keep his
hands steady in 1he operating arena—
you learn.”” As for getting angry. “We do
not take things lving down. Unfocused
anger is childish and non-productive.
But | do get angry—and then it is no
purpose!”

With that upbeat phrase reverberat-
ing, we were escorted to the Delegates
- Dinning Room where a private area had
been set aside for the A.J.C. group. A
chilled artichoke and mushroom salad
vinaigrette awaited us followed by a
salmon steak, sauteed vegctables and a
potato sculptured to look like a mush-
room cap. Food was brought to the tables
quickly and courteously by a cadre of
waiters. Because of urgent meeting de-
mands, Ambassador Vernon A. Walters
addressed the group during the meal.

Big, confident, with an Apple-Pie
American persona and a John Wavne

delivery, Ambassador Walters wasted no
words. “Israel is validated. We are work-
ing to rescind the Zionism is Racism

““The Chinese may vete sgyalnst Is-
rael, but look &t thelr gunsights st
Peking's next parade—they are
not made In the U.S.A."
Ambassader Walters

Resolution. And there will be no pay-
ment to terrorists—"“what is the last pay-
ment is always the first payment™ (said
before the unraveling current White
House Crisis). “Reagan told us, ‘Reform
it—don't kill it"."" As for leaving the
United Nations. No way! “If we get out.
there will be a forum condemning us and
no one lo defend us. The United States
Delegation is nobody’s patsy!".

Ambassador Walters quoted General
Charles de Gaulle, “Puntanism doesn’t
prevent them from sinning—just from
enjoying their sins.” in reply to a query
ahout diplomatic technique. As for
friends and enemies:"" The Chinese may
vote against Israel, but look at their gun-
sights at Pcking's next parade—they are
not made in the U.S.A."" When someone
cited Mr. Jonah's pessimistic prognosis
regarding the rescinding of the Zionism
as Racism Resolution, Ambassador Wal-
ters again reiterated. *Never say never to
rescinding that Resolution.” Ambas-
sador Walters did not stay for dessert.

More satisfying than the luscious, diet-
demolishing Black Forest chocolate cake
was Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu's
address to the A.J.C. group. He com-
mended about the irony of world reac-
tion: “When one million die in the Iran-
Iraq war. nothing is said. But if someone
burps in Israel, it is reason to convene the
Security Council.” However, the world is
changing regarding Israel and it is a posi-
tive change. In addition, the Arab block
is no longer unified, there are splinter
groups and two PLO's.

Netanyahu also referred to the single
greatest blow to the United Nations—
loss of prestige and insolvency—as a re-
sult of the Zionism as Racism Resolu-
tion. But ““even excess has its limits." He
optimistically noted that the 1980’ is

“When one mililon die in the iran-
Iraq war, nothing Is sald. But if
someone burps In Israel, R Is rea-
son to convene the Security Coun-
cil

Ambasssdor

Benjamin Netanyahus

“The American Decade™ and many
countries are “coming back to us.” The
lines are not drawn as sharply as they
once were and situations have changed,
interaction is not as hostile as it once was,
Africansare no longer afraid of the Arabs
and “many contact us in the corridors
seeking our support. They think we have
the key."”

Netanyahu highlighted Isracl’s strong
28 billion GNP economy and noted that
despite her improving financial situa-
tion. American-Jewish fund-raising is
still necessary and valued. Though the

hundreds of millions raised by America’s
Jews are no longer as pivotal as they once
were. the process of raising financial sup-
port for Israel resultsin the networking of
America’s Jews and the pro-Israel ac-
tivism that springs from this undertak-
ng.

In answer to a question about the
PLO. Ambassador Netanyahu surprised
some, and refreshed many memories, by
recalling that the PLO was oniginally es-
tablished in 1964 to topple Hussein. And
that only at the United Nations over
time, had it evolved into the “Holy
Grail” Palestinian-anti-Israel entity. To-
day, no oneis really sure what the PLO is.

After lunch there was the opportunity
to sit in on a Plenary Session of the Gen-
eral Assembly and to visit the shopping
arcade and bookstore. A number of us
ventured into the mall and. perhaps it
was my imagination. but the interna-
tional tchatchkes on sale were not as ap-
pealing as thev had been in past years. In
addition to the visible absence of shop-
pers, there was a lack of high quality and
better-priced jewelry from member

countries, a magnet for United Nations
visitors in the past. In the bookstore |
purchased two post-cards (1o illustrate
this article) and was taken aback by the
presence of former Secretary General
Kurt Waldheim’s post cards on sale

. along with those of other United Nations

personalities.

Though in 1982 we left the United
Nations more depressed than when we
had arrived (having heard Mr, Brian
Urquhart, Under Secretary General of
Special Political AfTairs, Israel's Ambas-
sador, Yehuda Z. Blum and United
States Ambassador, Jeane Kirkpatrick),
this time, despite wails about belt-tight-
ening plus years of virulent anti-Semitic
resolutions, we departed with a sense of
renewed optimism for the future of the
United Nations vis a vis Israel and the
United States,

The program was orgasized by tbe New York
Chapter of the American Jewisb Committee,
Hoskell L. Lazere, Director and was co-chaired by
Mesdames Carolyn Tomarkin and Solita Nebon
Herman.

Mmes. Tumarkin and Nahon-Herman

are memb. ers of the International

Committee.
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PRIMER VIAJE DE
...'E_CONFRATERNIDA\D
JUDEO - CATOLICA A

ISRAEL

de hispanos re51dentes en los

-EEUU .

LO HICIMOS, exclamd con explicable alegria
Jacobo Kovadloff, el lunes 9 de febrero pasado, en el
Aeropuerto Kennedy, al finalizar exitosamente el
Primer Viaje a Israel - Tierra Santa de Hispanos
Judios y Cristianos residentes en USA.

El grupo de 20 personas, que habia realizado la
expericncia unica de “transitar los senderos de la
Biblia™, estaba integrado por una norteamericana,
un méxico-americano, un judlo, una puertorriqueiia,
cinco dominicanos y los restantes argentinos.

Todos ellos conviertieron en realidad el suefio de
consolidar la unidad judeo-catdlica y de fomentar el
dialogo interreligioso mediante la realizacion de via-
jes a lsrael-Tierra Santa, con Ia participacién -de
judios y cristianos de origen hispano.

Este primer viaje entra ya en la categoria de his-
torico y sus participantes son los pioneros, es decir,
los que han dado lo primeros pasos en este proyecto
de ir descubriendo las riquezas historicas, religiosas
y culturales de la tierra de Abraham y de la patria de
Jesus a través de un contacto directo con la fuente de
la Biblia.

Este primer viaje a Israel-Tierra Santa contd con
el patrocinio de dos importantes instituciones, que
coinciden en el proposito fundamental de promover
los valores culturales y defender los derechos
humanos de la comunidad hispana.

Una es la oficina Sudamericana para Medios en

Espaiiol del 'C_omllé ;ngzu-amiﬂﬁﬁg y 1a otra es el

entro Catolico de Pastoral para Hispanos del Nor-
deste de los EEUU,

Los participantes en este primer viaje a Israel-
Tierra Santa son concientes ahora de la tarea que
surge como corolario natural de esta nueva experien-
cia y es comenzar a “‘recorrer los caminos del
didlogo”, luego de haber “‘transitado los senderos de
fa Biblia".

El final del viaje es en realidad el comienzo de
una nueva tarea de mutua comprensién, de amistad
sincera y de didlogo fraterno entre judios y cris-
tianos, con el fin de ir construyendo “la nueva
civilizacion del amor, libre de prejuicios y de
discriminacion. ;

Tanto judios como catélicos cargan sobre sus
espaldas la pesada herencia de mutuos desacuerdos,
que han mantenido alejados y enemistados a los
integrantes de dos de las tres grandes religiones
monoteistas, cuyos origenes se remontan al capitulo
12 del Génesis. o sea el llamado Dios de Abraham.

INFORMADOR No. 10
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Cuando el Papa Juan Pablo II visité en abril la
Sinagoga Central de Roma, llamé a los judios
“nuestros hermanos mayores”, dando a entender el
vinculo con que el pueblo del Nuevo Testamento
estd espiritualmente unido con la raza de Abraham,
segun palabras de la Declaracion “Nostra Actate”,
publicada el 28 de octubre de 1965 y que significo
un paso trascendental en el mejoramiento de las
relaciones entro catolicos y judios.

ISRAEL - TIERRA SANTA sigue represen-
tando el intento de poder convivir como hermanos en
torno al mismo Dios, formando el mismo pueblo.
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Por Io; caminos
del dialogo

Carles
Mullins

‘ ‘ o hicimos”, exclamo con
explicable alborozo Jacobo

' Kovadloff. el pasado lunes 9
de febrero, en el Aeropuerto Kennedy, al
finalizar exitosamente el primer viajea
Israel-Tierra Santa.

El grupo de veinte personas, que habia .
realizado la experiencia tinica de “transitar
los senderos de la Biblia”, estaba integrado
por una norteamericana, un mexico-
americano, un judio, una puertorriqueiia,
cinco dominicanos y los restantes de

Argentina.

Todos ellos convirtieron en realidad el
suefio de consolidar la unidad judeo-catélica
y de fomentar el didlogo interreligioso
mediante la realizacion de viajes a Israel-
Tierra Santa, con la participacién de judios
y cristianos de origen hispano.

_Este primer viaje entra va en la categoria
de historico y sus participantes son los
primeros, es decir, los que han dado los -

-primeros pasos en este proyecto de ir
descubriendo las riquezas histéricas,
religiosas v culturales de la tierra de
Abraham vy de la patria de Jesis a través de
un contacto directo con la fueme dela
Biblia.

Este primer Viaje a Israel-Tierra Santa
contd con el patrocinio de dos importantes
instituciones, que coinciden en el propésito
fundamental de promover los valores
culturales y defender los derechos humanos
de la comunidad hispana.

Una es la Oficina Sudamericana y para_
Medios en Espanol del Comité

JudioAmericano y la otra es el Centro

Catélico de Pastoral para los Hispanos del

Nordeste de los Estados Unidos.

Los participantes en este primer Viaje a
Israel-Tierra Santa estan conscientes ahora
de la tarea que surge como corolario natural

- de esta nueva experiencia: comenzar a
*“recorrer los caminos del didlogo™,
"haber “1ransitado los senderos de la Biblia”.

El final del Viaje a Israel-Tierra Santa es
en realidad el comienzo de una nueva tarea
de mutua comprensién, de amistad sincera
y de diilogo fraterno entre judios y
cristianos, con el fin de ir construyendo “la
nueva civilizacion del amor, libre de
prejuicios y de discriminacién ”.En ese
sentido. también le cabe a este viaje la feliz
expresion del escritor Ricardo Guiraldes,

-“llegar es s6lo un pretexto para partir”.

Tanto judios como catdlicos cargan
_sobre sus espaldas la pesada herencia de
mutuos desacuerdos, que han mantenido
alejados y cnemistados a los integrantes de
‘dos de las tres grandes religiones
monoteistas, cuyos origenes se remontan al
capitulo 12 del Génesis, 0 sea, al llamado de
Dios a Abraham.

'Cuando el Papa Juan Pablo I visit6 en
abril de 1986 la Sinagoga Central de Roma,
llamaé a los judios “nuestros hermanos
mayores”, dando a entender *el vinculo con

* que el pueblo del Nuevo Testamento esta

espiritualmente unido con la raza de

Abraham™, segiin palabras de la Declaracién -

Nostra Aetate, publicada el 28 de octubre de
1965, que significo un paso trascendental en

luego de. ‘

¢l mejoramiento de las relaciones entre
cat6licos y judios.

La ciudad de Jerusalén, que fue fundada
hace casi tres mil afios por el rey David y
que es considerada hoy como la “capital
eterna™ del nuevo Estado de Israel, conserva
tres monumentos, considerados sagrados
por judios, cristianos y drabes.

" Uno es ¢l Muro Occidental. mas
conocido como el Muro de los Lamentos,
frente al cual oran diariamente miles de

" judios “lamentando™ la destruccién del gran

‘templo de Herodes por el general Tito en el
afio 70 de la Era Comiin.

El otro es la Iglesia del Santo Sepulcro o

. Iglesia de la Resurreccion, edificada

originalmente por el emperador
Constantino y por su madre Santa Elena en
el aito 335, donde se conservan el lugar de la
crucificcién v la tumba donde fue
depositado el cuerpo de Jesis.

Finalmente, en lo que fue la explanada
del gran templo de Jresusalén, se halla la
magnifica Mezquita de Omar, el Domo de
la Roca, con su peculiar cipula dorada,
construida en el afio 691, que conserva la
piedra desde la cual, segiin la tradicion
drabe, el profeta Mahoma realiz6 su
milagroso viaje nocturno al cielo.

La circunstancia de que en la misma
ciudad de Jerusalén se encuentren estos tres
monumentos, que simbolizan la fe y la
devocion de judios, cristianos y drabes,
hacen de la ciudad santa un sitio Gnico y
privilegiado.

Por eso, no es necesario ser judio para
amar la ciudad de Jerusalén y para visitar la
Tierra Santa, que mas que las divergencias
nos ayuda a descubrir las coincidencias
entre el judaismo, el cristianismo y el
islamismo.

Carlos Mullins es un sacerdote argenting.
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Caution urged on dealing with plight of 1 ranian J qu

By EDWIN BLACK

JERUSALEM — Although some recent news reports of
dramatically increased persecution of Iranian Jews are in-
accurate, according to informed sources here, they are by no
means “exaggerated and distorted,” as Israelis officials have
been claiming.

Indeed, says Menasche Amir, Kol Israel radio’s leading

expert on day-to-day events in Iran, the picture “is very
dark.” '

“Jews have it bad,” agrees Rabbi Mﬂ% :E?ngnbgg m, inter- -
tional director of the American Jewish Committee, who 18 -

a
visiting Israel. "But the better part of wisdom among Jew-

ish leadership believes that it is better not to make any wild
or sweeping charges that could provoke retaliation. We are
dealing with a very impetuous regime, and if we aren’t care-
ful, we could have an entire Jewish community being held
hostage.”

“Those who are responsible believe there is a greater val-
ue than creating publicity, and that is saving lives,” adds
Harry Wall, of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith’s
Jerusalem office. ' -

Other sources add that this precept is understood even in
the non-Jewish media. “They have facts that they are re-
sponsibly not including in their coverage,” says an Ameri-
can Jewish organizational official. “We're talking life and
death.”

®

The main concern of Israeli leaders and Jewish communal
officials in the United States, actording to sources here, is
not so much the potential publicity but what overseas orga-
nizations might do with the information that could make
the Iranian Jewish situation even more difficult.

“There are narcissistic Jewish leaders who jump at the op- .-

portunity to exploit such situations,” says Tanenbaum.
“History will be very harsh with those kinds of people.
their behavior will ultimately become accountable.”

*“So far,” says one Jewish organizational official here, “the
fund-raisers haven't got hold of anything, so there has been
no public campaign. And, believe me, we wouldn't need one.

There are plenty of wealthy Iranian Jews in Beverly Hills to -

1o that. But we do worry about the fund-raisers.”
- That informed people are willing to talk at all is due to

srroneous reports in the New York Times and elsewhere. In :
. ca RO T . S i e e ) &

e

setting the record straight, they say, they hope to remove
the matter from the public eye.

When the Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini seized power in
1979, he quickly declared that his Islamic Revolution would
preserve the rights of all religious minorities—except Ba-
hais, whom the Shi'ites consider heretical. Several well-
known Iranians were executed for being "Zionists,” the

sources here explain, but Jews on the whole were permitted -

to maintain their identity and property, as long as they also
kept a low profile.

Approximately half of Iran's 60,000 Jews were allowed to
emigrate to Western Europe and North America, and many
even ended in Israel. The latest reports approximate 18,000
Jews remaining in Teheran, 7,000 in Shiraz and 5,000 else-
where throughout Iran.

According to the New York Times, a turning point came
in 1983 when “2,000 Jews, strolling in Teheran after Sab-
bath services, were rounded up by Revolutionary Guards,

‘There are narcissistic Jewish
leaders who jump at the opportu-
nity to exploit such situations.’

blindfolded and taken in buses at gunpoint to Evin Prison,”.
where they were terrorized until released the next day.
The sources here, however, insist the incident actually in-
volved 200 to 300 Jewish teenagers rounded up in Teheran's
Argentina Square, said to be a well-known meeting place

for Jewish youth. They were released the next day, but only -

after the intervention of a longtime Jewish member of the
Majlis, Iran’s parliament, who still holds his position.

The 1983 round-up was hardly a turning point, the. '

sources here say, but since then other events have sent the

- Jewish situation downhill.
The diminishing Jewish presence in Iran, together with -

heightened repression of all minorities, has created a “pic- -

T

ish holidays. Before entering their classrooms, they must

- shout ‘Death to Israel!’ and other anti-Zionist slogans, and,

of course, they must participate in anti-Israel demonstra-
tions.”

Amir adds that when Jewish youngsters attend nonJew-
ish schools, “they must participate in Moslem religious
classes, and they must learn to pray in Islam, and many
young people now go home and do actually pray in Islam.”

Other sources report that Jews are being slowly pauper-
ized by forbidding their commercial activities and by exact-
ing periodic extortions. One Jerusalem woman told of her

- family’s store being burned to the ground.

As conditions have worsened in Iran, travel also has be-

h come difficult. - ;

“Normally, any Iranian can go abroad for medical treat-
ment, business or to visit family,” explains Amir. “But if he
is Jewish, he must deposit a big sum and give special guar-
antees that he will return, plus he must give the passports
of his other family members to the frontier police. If he does

* not come back at the specified time, his family has big trou-

bles. Big troubles.”

The recent “deterioration” may have something to do with
the escalating power struggle to succeed Khomeini. A few
days ago, for example, Khomeini's designated heir, the Aya-
tollah Hussein Ali Montazeri, declared on Teheran radio
that “Jews and Christians are unclean and Moslems should

. not associate with them,” says Amir, who monitors Iranian

radio. In any power struggle, Amir notes, Jews could be ex-
pected to be an early casualty.

In any case, “the: Khomeini regime does not tolerate any
minority,” explains Tanenbaum. S

In other words, although the New York Times and others
erred in the facts, the essence of their reports was essential-
ly correct.

Clearly, Israeli leaders and Jewish communal officials
elsewhere are uncomfortable with the need to downplay
their concern for Iran’s remaining Jews out of fear of shut-
ting the door of assistance.

“I know it is going to look like Israel and Jewish leader-

-ship is abandoning the Jews of Iran or trying to minimize
" their plight,” said one such.individual, “but.that is not
ture which is very dark,” says Amir. “The number of Jewish. - .;: : . co Rl S
. schools is decreasing, [Jewish students) are mixed with non-"’
_ Jewish students and must attend class on Shabbat and

true.”, ..

-~ * “For the foreseeable future,” asserts Tanenbaum, “we will
Jew- «;ichave to, walk on eggshells in this matter, omesmm—
sarl} ‘b-!'f‘:‘i_'f 1_'5;"5!:);__'-7,:"}‘4&' . :;

B A L . I -l ""
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1 by GOERGE E. GRUEN, Ph.D.

Director, Middlz East Affnirs, Internationnl Relaticns Depl., The Americon Jewish Committes

The radical Shi'ite Muslim group that
has claimed responsibility for kidnap-
ping and killing seven Lebanese Jews in
the past 21 months has now_stepped up
its campaign of terror by again threaten-
ing to kill all remaining hostages unless
its demands are met.

What makes this particularly ominous
is that the renewed threat by the self-
styled “Organiztion of the Oppressed
. (Must adhafin) in the World” was
delivered 10 the Beirut paper an-Nahar
cn January 6, only a week after the
“terrorist group had announced the execu-
tion of three Lebanese Jewish hostages.

- The Sht'ite terrorist group contended
that the men had been executed because
they were “spies for the Israeli Mossad™
who had supplied Israel with informa-
tion of the Islamic Resistance, a coali-
tion of Lebanese anti-Israeli groups. The
timing of the latest executions, it said,
was “in retaliation for Israel’s attacks
- against the south and western Beka's
(Valley) and the terrorist attacks against
-our people in oecupied Palestine.” (A
spokesman for the Israeli Foreign Minis-
try responded that “the gratuitous mur-
der of three innocents reveals the true
nalufe of terrorist movements |n Leba-

LL I T o T LR

" Tarrab, 70, a

" unless its demands against Israel were

met. That threatening statement was
issued at the time of the murder of the
first two hostages: Haim Cohen, 38, a

_ department store accountant, on Decem-

ber 24, 1985, and Professor Isaac
rétired- professor of
mathematics, whose body was found at
the end of the month.

Neither Mr. Cohen nor Professor
Tarrab was involved in partisan Leba-
nese politics or in the Arab-Israel
confliction any way. Indeed it was
preciselv because they felt themselves
deeply rooted in Lebanon that they and
the other Jews who have become
victims of Shi'ite terrorism remained

behind when ' the vast majority ol cq

Lebanese Jews emigrated either to Israel
or to join relatives in other countries

during the decade of turmoil that has

engulfed Lebanon. (Today fewer that 10

Jews remain in West Beirut, and about -

70 in East Beirut.) Dr. Rosemary
Cohen, the sister-in-law of Haim Cohen,

has declared that he “was given the.

oportunity to go to lsrél But he did not
want (o go so as not to have to face the
possibility of killing his Arab friends.” A
neighbor and former student of Profes-

kidnapped earlier in February. It is
tragically ironic that when Joseph had
been abducted the previous May, the
father at first did not report the
disappearance to the police, because he
believed that his friends and customers
of his shop within the surrounding

Shi'ite and Palestinian communities .

would discreetly intervene on behalf of

“his son and secure his release.

C r
“The victims
have only two
things in commonr:
to be Jews and
they had the bad

Jortune of livin
in Westé-e %

C ]

The fourth victim was Dr. Elie
Hallak, . 58, Vice President of the
Lebanefe Jewish community. Dr. Hallak
‘was one of the four Jews kidnapped
over the last weekend in March, 1985.

Reportedly armed men in uniform had
dragged him form his home on Friday

pediatrician, was known as “the doctor
of the poor,” because he would not
collect fees from those who could not
pay. “whatever their religion.” His
patients included, any Shi'ites in Beirut
and in the villages of the south. His

neighbors, she writes, all “could bear’

witness that he was totally apolitical for
the simple reason his profession had
shaped his entire life.” (In fact, one of
his patients was the son of a prominent
PLO leader.)

The Organization of the Oppressed

~ has stated that it is still holding the

following persons: Isaac Sasson, 66, the
President of the Lebanese Jewish com-
munity, who was kidnapped on March
31, 1985 on his way from the airport in
West Beirut on his return from a
business trip for the pharmaceutical firm
he directed, and Yehuda Benesti, whose
two sons were among those murdered
by the group. It is generally believed
that the group may also be holding
Salim Jammous, 56, the secretary gen-
eral of the Lebanese Jewish community,
who was abducted near the synagogue
in West .Beirut on August 15, 1984.

Nothing is known of the whereabouts of

Clement Dana, an elderly man who

(T
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Libyan Jews Seek Promised Compensation

By YITZHAK RABI
NEW YORK (JTA) — The first international con-
vention of Jews from Libya will be held in Manhattan
- June 6-7, it was announced here.

Raffaello Fellah, founder and president of the
Association of Jews from Libya, said in a press confer-
ence at the American Jewish Committee (AJC) that
the convention is timed to coincide with the 20th anni-
versary of the forced departure of the Libyan Jewish
community in the wake of the 1967 Six-l_)_ay War.
Almost the entire Libyan Jewish community of 4.500
was forced to leave, including i-‘ellah a businessman
who now resides in Italy.

During the conference, to be held at the Shearith
Ierael (Spanish-Portuguese) Synagogue on Central
Park West, legal experts will seek ways to address
Libyan Jewish personal and communal property
claims against Libya.

Fellah explained that in 1970, Col. Muammar
Qaddafi's revolutionary regime nationalized the prop-
‘erty of Jews who had left Libya indefinitely, promising
indemnification in 15 years. In 1985, when payment

-beeauae due. the leyan leeders failed to fulfil] his.

promise, fellah charged.
Noting that since the establishment of Israel in
1948 and following pograms with the outbreak of any

‘new Mideast war, about 40,000 Libyan Jews left, most

of them toIsrael. Fellah estimated that the total claims
of Libyan Jews against the Libyan government are
“some billions of dollars.”

Other events at the up-coming conference, Fellah
said, include the premiere of 2 documentary film on
the Jews of Libya, an exhibition of photographs of .
Libyan Jewry and religious objects from the Beth El -
Symgogue in Tripoli and a history symposium relat-
ing to the Jews of Libya. . '

According to Fellah, whose father was murdered
in 8 1945 pogram in Tripoli, only “five-and-a-half
Jews” are presently living in Libya. The half, he
explained, is a result of a mixed marriage betweenan
Arab and a Jew.

The econvention, schudeled to be attended by:
hundreds of Libyan Jews from lsrael, Italy and the
United States, is jointly sponsored by the Association
of Jews from Libya, the American Jewish Committee -

' and the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith.. . ...

4
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. . . where 25,000
Jews lived very well
indeed.
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The year 1987 marks the twentieth
anniversary of two distinct but inti-
mately related events, one that has
been the focus of considerable atten-
tion, the other virtually ignored. As
the world followed the June 1967 war
raging between Israel and her Arab
neighbors, an ancient Jewish commu-
nity was on the verge of disappear-
ing. It was then that Libya’s remaining
4,000 Jews—who had survived colo-
nial occupiers from the Phoenicians
and the Greeks to the Italians and the

" British, as well as 16 years of Libyan

national independence—were forced
to leave their country in the wake of a
vicious pogrom, the third since 1945.

“American Jews often ask me the same
questions when they hear where [ am
from,” said Guilia. (She, like the
other Libyan Jews interviewed,
asked that her real name not be used.)
In 1967, at the age of 16, she fled her
native Libya. “ ‘Do you mean Leba-
non? Oh, Libya! Was there really a
Jewish community in Libya? Do you
speak Yiddish? And how was it to
live under Qaddhafi?’ In other words,
most American Jews have absolutely
no idea that we ever existed, much less
that we were once a thriving Jewish
community. . . . We were expelled
from Libya before Qaddhafi seized
power in 1969. Yes, there was a pre-
Qaddhafi Libya! it was a sometimes
wonderful and beautiful country that,
notwithstanding the complexities of
being Jews in an Arab country, my
family and I considered home. And it
was a special place where we enjoyed
the influence of Italian, British,
French, American, and local cultures,
together with an unshakable identity
as Jews. But we were forced to leave,
and the experience has scarred us for
life.”

According to the first-century Jewish
historian Josephus, Jews were first
settled in Cyrene and other parts of
present-day eastern Libya by the

David A. Harris has been deputy di-
rector of the American Jewish Com-
mittee’s International Relations
Department since 1984. Beginning
July 1, he will be the AJC's Washing-
fon representative.

Egyptian ruler Ptolemy Lagos
(323-282 B.C.E.). With their numbers
likely bolstered by Berbers who had
converted to Judaism, later
supplemented by Jews fleeing the
Spanish and Portuguese Inquisitions
and, from the seventeenth century, by
Jews from Leghorn and other Italian
cities, Jews lived continuously in
Libya for well over two millennia,
predating the Muslim conquest in
642 c.E. by centuries.

In 1911, 350 years of Ottoman rule
ended and the Italian colonial period
began. At the time, Libya's Jewish
population numbered 20,000. The
next quarter century was to prove a
golden age for Libya’s Jews. They en-
Jjoyed equal rights with the country’s
other residents and benefited from in-
creased employment and educational
opportunities. By 1931, nearly 25,000
Jews lived in Libya, of whom all but
4,000 lived in Tripoli and a dozen
towns and villages in Tripolitania
province, the westernmost of the three
provinces that make up modern
Libya. The remainder were centered
in Cyrenaica province, to the east,
largely in the coastal city of Benghazi.
No Jews lived in the interior province
of Fezzan.

The introduction of anti-Jewish
legislation in Fascist Italy was ex-
tended to Libya in 1936. Under its
provisions, on Shabbat, Jewish shops
had to remain open and Jewish
schoolchildren were required to attend
school. Identity cards stamped
“Race: Jewish” were issued to all Lib-
yan Jews. By 1940, Libya became
the scene of heavy fighting between
the Axis and British armies. On or-
ders from the German military com-
mander, the Axis forces, in 1942,
plundered Jewish shops and deported
2,600 Benghazi Jews to Giado, a re-
mote military outpost overlooking the
Sahara Desert.

More than 200 Libyan Jews of Brit-
ish nationality were among those de-
ported to Italy in 1942 by the Fascists.
Rita, now a U.S. resident, was 11

.| years old at the time. She remembers:

*““The Fascists sent us to a camp in
Abruzzi, the mountainous region east
of Rome,” she recalled. “We were
well treated, even permitted kosher
food and a synagogue. Italian Jews
sent us matzoh for Passover and
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Sephardim versus the Ashkenazim

; By LEA LEVAVI
" Jerusalem Pust Reporter
: TEL AVIV Twice as many
Sephardim as Ashkenazim - 30 per
. cent, compared with 16 per cent -
¢ preter annexation ol the erritores
. und deportation of the Arabs as a
~ solunon to the Jewish- Arab conflict,

according to a Tel Awviv University
j suciologist

Speaking dunng ¢ study day at the

i end of last week on attitudes of the
« Jewish Isruch population (particu-
. larly Sephardim from Moslem coun-
tries) towards peace. Prof. Ephraim
i Ya'ar added that 42 per cent .of
Sephardim and 25 per cent of Ashkc-
nazun accept thin  Kahane-type”
solutton as @ pusatmligy; eveq if it gy,
not fheir first chowe. MK Meir
Kahane has called for the expulsion
of all Arabs from [srael

The majorty of Ashkenazim and -

. Sephardim ° are not very democra-
tic,” he said, and do not want Arabs
to hve in their neighbourhoods -
figures reach as high as 75 per cent
for Sephardim and 60 per cent for
Ashkenazim.

Arabs from the ternitornies who work
in Israel are depriving Jews of jobs
and therefore should not be allowed
to work here Fony five per cent of
Ashkenazim hold this view.

Ya'ar raised the question whether
these differences between Sephar-
dim and Ashkenazim were “purely
cthnic “or could-be explained by the
. fact that Sephardim tend to be more
- religious, not as well educated and in
. lower socio-economic classes.

The differences lessen, he said,
when these sociological factors are
; taken into account. but they do not

disappear Non-observant Sephar-
dim, for example, generally hold
imun: radical views than observant

Two-thirds of Scphardim  think

~lsrael.

Ashkenazim  and well-educated
Scphardim tend further towards the
political right than Ashkenazim
without much formal education
Ya'ar said that their expenences
as sceond-class citizens in Arab
countries s one explanation for the
attitudes of Sephardim here. Prof.
Sami Samooha, a Haifa University
sociologist argued the contrary,
saying that hawkishness in Israel is a
reaction Lo the group 's social status
here. “They didn't join the [right-
wing| Likud because they were
hawks; they may have learned to be
hawks because they joined the
Likud,” Samooha said. He also

guestioned Ya'ar's interpretation of .
..Ihe statisticy on the subject.

He added that Ashkenazim have
had a longer history here of negative
relations with the Arabs, since the
beginning of Zionist scttlement in
the last century. And they also had
more negative experiences with gen-
tiles in the Diaspora than Sephardi
Jews had with Arabs in their coun-
tries of vrigin.

Ya'ar disagreed on this  point:
My parents came from Poland and
Russtu und they hated the Poles and
Ukrainians. Had they found them-
selves here with a Polish or Ukrai-
nian minority. surrounded by a sea
of the same n the neighbounng
countries, I'm sure their attitudes
would be similar to those of the
Sephardim towards the Arabs.™

Samooha said he did not agree
with those whosay there 1s no major-
ity for ternitorial compromise in
Though opinion polls show
only half the Jews n Israel ready to
accept such a compromise, he be-
lieves many others would be willing
to do so if the deadlock were broken
and a real opportunity for peace in
exchange for terntorv were pre-

sented.

Samooha believes the right ques-
tion to ask is whether the Likud can
muster a minornty to block a peace
initiative. The Likud, he said. is the
only party that has any chance ot
doing it ““Tehiya has an unreahstic
goal, which is opposed by the Arabs,
the U.S. and world opinion. When
people see that there is an attainable
alternative, they will not support
(parties like) Tehiya." he said

MK Ehud Olmert of the Likud
said that many Sephardim had onigi-
nally joined Herut not trom choice
but because they felt the Labour
Party (then Mapai) did not want to
accept them Members of the audi-
ence complaiped that he was turning
the study day.inte a paitisan ¢vent.
MK. Shevah Weiss (L.abour). who
was supposed to provide a counter
argument. could not come because
of illness.

The study day. held at Beit Soko-
low. was sponsored by the World
Orgamzation of Jews from Arub

Countries and the Israeh office of
the American chiif:(égmm
included a short memuorial service
for the six Lebanese Jews murdered
by terrorists in Beirut. and chairman
Mordechar Ben-Purath dannounced
that Wojac would hold a conference
in Washungton tu bring the problems
of Jews in Arab countries before
U.S. legislators and the public. He
also announced that Wujac has just
been accepted 4s a nun-government
organization at the UN
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REVELACIONES Jorge Rubio

En Israel la Libertad de Conaenc:a y de Rehglon Es Vigorosamente Alenl:ada

JERUSALEN

€€ C uando se enteraban
que yo habiallegado

: de Espada me
dectan: ‘Con ustedes tememos
cuentas’ y iTe acuerdas de la
Inquisicién?", recuerda el pro-
fesor catdlico cataldn Paul

Figueras.

Han pasado veinte aflos des-
de entonces y aquellas prime-
ras preguntas suspicaces han
quedadodefinitivamente atrés.

Ahora Figueras ensena ar-
queologia e historia del arte an-
tguo en la Universidad Ben
Guriondelaciudad de Beershe-,
ba y dedica gran parte de sus
esfuerzos al didlogo interconfe-

* gsional.

“Me quedé aqui”, dice
resumiendo su experiencia.
“Aqui encontré mis ralces cris-
tianas. Jesis era judio. Si ol-
vidamos eso, olvidamos nues-
tras ralces”.

En sus clases se lee el Nuevo
Testamento "y la mayoria de
mis alumnos son judies”, aun-
que tiene también estudiantes
musulmanes, 4rabes, druses. Y
lesensefia de maneraque*“com-
prendan un cristianismo algo

distinto al que aprendieron en

su casa”.

En Beersheba, nos dice, “te-
nemos un obispo drabe de ori-
gen hebreo”, y aclara que

4"tratamos de entablar un
didlogo con los drabes”. A esas
reuniones han acudido musul-
manes, cristianos y drusos.
“Han venido también “mes-
hijim”, judios conversos;
mesianistas. Hablé reciente-
mente ante nosotros el cadi de
Yafo y Beersheba”.

Figuerag—como asi también
el jesuita espadol Juan Es-
quivias, de quien nos ocupamos
en una columna anterior— ha
canalizado sus inquietudes por
el didlogo en una organizacién
que se fundé con ese propdsito:
la Asociacion Interconfesional
de Israel.

El organismo, que tiene
filiales en Jerusalén, Tel Avivy
Haifa, es una asociacion inde-
pendiente que actua desde su
fundacién en 1957 en todo Is-
rael.

“8u finalidad principal”, nos
dicen sus dirigentes, “es pro-
:mocionar en el estado de Israel
relaciones de respeto y mutua
comprensién entre todas las
comunidades, religiones y gru-
pos émicos”.

Olro de sus objeuvos es “la
eliminacién de prejuicios y sos-
pechas y preparacion de un ca-
mino para la confianza y acer-
camiento mutuos”. Por eso
“vigila constantemente para
impedir todo dafo a los dere-
chos del hombre y del ciudada-
no por pertenecer a otra
religion, etnia, creencia o estilo
de vida™.

“Su finalidad
principal es
promocionar
relaciones de

-respeto y mutua

comprensidn entre
todas las
comunidades,

religiones y grupos
étn.lms. »

La asociacién practica los
principios deigualdad entre los
ciudadanos y la libertad de con-
ciencia y religion que propugna
Ia Declaracidon de Independen-
ciadeIsrael de 1948: “El Estado
de Israel ...

se hasard en Ing -

principiosdelibertad, justiciay
paz, a Ia luz de las ensefianzas
de los Profetas de Israel. Man-
tendrél una completa igualdad
de derechos sociales y politicos
para todos sus ciudadanos sin
diferenciade credo,razaosexo.
Garantizar4 lalibertad de culto,
conciencia, idioma, ensefianza
y cultura...”.

Enlaorganizaciénhay judlas
de todas las denominaciones,
cristianos y representantes de
distintas confesiones.

Uno de ellos es el profesor
Shalom Rosemberg, judio or-

todoxo nacido em Argentina,

quien se autoincluye en la lla-
mada “Didspora en espariol”, o
sea, la comunidad mundial de
los judios que vino a Israel des-
de ¢l mundo de habla espanola.
“Yo descubri mi sionismo
ctando entendl que tenfa que
Suscar el tesoro que estaba en-
werrado dertro de mi propia
<asa”, dice con una parabola.
Una vez aqui, mastrando con su
2jemplo que los judfos or-
todoxos no necesariamente se
niegan al disdlogo, se incorporé

activamente a la Asociacién In-

terconfesianal.
"Queremos resaltar la nece-
sidad de ser ignales dentro de

_nuestras diferencias"”, afirma

Rosemberg. “Lo que nos obliga
esto es a ser hermanos, pero
conservando la diversidad”.

“Figueras ha
canalizado sus
inquietudes por el
didlogo en una
organizacién: la
Asociacién
Interconfesional de
Israel. 9

Dice que “nosotros trabaja-
mos en pos de la fraternidad”,
peroadvierteque “la confrater-
nidad no es un hecho. Hay que
educar paraello”.

David Hardan, otro de los in-
tegrantes latinoamericanos ce
la asociacién, afirma que “noso-
tros nos vemos a nosotros mis-
mos como gente que busca &l
contacto con otras religiones”,
y sefala que “queremos hacer
algo contra la intolerancia”.

Mario Ahlin, rabino y aboga-
do, considera que su propdsito
en la Aenviacifdn Intercanfecin.

nal consiste en "descubrir diaa
dia el Jesaflo espiritual de esta
vida".

laenudad.queorgan!zacon-
gresos, seminarios y cnnferen-
cias internacionalesen Israel y
envia representantes al exte-
rior.esmiembrodel Consejo In-
ternacional de Cristianos y Ju-
dios. Entre otros organismos
martiene estrechos contactos
conel Comité Judio Americano,
organieacion activa en la
promocion de buenas relacio-
nes con ios cristianos.

En un reciente viaje a Israel

orgamzal.o por =lw
y el Centro Catélico -

'astoral para los Hispanos
clel Nordeste de Estados Uni-
dos. los copatrocinadores, el di-
rtg:r' e iudio Jaccbo Kovadloff
rdute ar;rentino Carlos
.irajeron a un grupo de
rh;: s catdlice s a upa sesion
de coalratern:dad con dirigen-
tes de ‘e Asociacion Interconfe-
sional,

suai0s ¥ catélicos encontra-
ron imuchos lazos comunes y
volvieron ademastrar laimpor-
tancia el éialozu interconfe-
sicnal en ¢stacindad fascinante
y ‘padf acética que invita a la
rermandad. T




(Textures, Haddssah Jewish Education Dept., Jan. 1987)

ETHIOPIAN JEWRY AND RELIGIOUS
PLURALISM IN ISRAEL

By Harry Milkman

rior to 1984, when the Israeli government be-

gan "Operation Moses," the repatriation of the

remaining Jewish community of Ethiopia, un-

der the Law of Return, the Jewish identity of the
so-called “Falashas” had been authenticated by former
Chief Rabbis Ovadiah Yosef and Shiomo Goren. Once
the Ethiopian immigrants arrived in Israel, however, the
Chief Rabbinate required that they undergo symbolic
conversion procedures (ritual circumcision of the males
and immersion of the females) to dispel some Orthodox
rabbis’ lingering doubts as to whether the Ethiopians
were truly Jewish. Did their Jewish identity meet tradi-
tional standards developed over the two millennia in
which they had been isolated from other Diaspora
communities?

Foremost among the rabbis’ concerns was the fact
that Ethiopian Jewish divorces had not been conducted
according to halakha (rabbinic law), thereby relegating
the offspring of remarried women to the status of
mamzerim, and the possibility that the community had
absorbed non-Jewish Ethiopians, who obviously would
not have been converted according to halakha. The
Chief Rabbinate claimed to have acceded to the wishes
of the Orthodox rabbis out of a concern to prevent the
new immigrants from being stigmatized as not gen-
uinely Jewish.

However, the immigrants themselves and the vast
majority of the Israeli public did not consider the Chief
Rabbinate’s demands as benign. They were outraged.
Israel had just performed the most dramatic Zionist
act—"“the ingathering of exiles"—since the mass airlift-
ing of the North African communities in the late 1940s
and early 1950s. This operation was followed in the early
seventies by the influx of 160,000 Soviet Jews, under
the terms of the Law of Return. Now, upon the arrival of
the Ethiopian Jews in Israel, was their Jewish identity to
be called into question?

The Ethiopians soon learned the method of protest to
which Israelis turn first in airing their grievances—they
staged a dramatic demonstration. For one month, be-
tween September and October, 1985, several hundred
newly-arrived Ethiopian immigrants maintained a

round-the-clock vigil outside Hekhal Shiomo, the head-

quarters of the Chief Rabbinate in Jerusalem.

The protest ended when a compromise agreement—
brokered by none less than Prime Minister Shimon
Peres—was reached, whereby the kessim, the tradi-
tional religious leaders of the Ethiopian Jewish com-
munity, would be authorized by the Chief Rabbinate to
determine the Jewish identity of individual Ethiopian
immigrants. Those Ethiopians wishing to marry, how-
ever, would have to verify their ancestry to a joint panel
of kessim and rabbis designated by the Ministry of
Religious Affairs. The ministry was directed to establish
an “Institute for Research into the Heritage of Ethiopian
Jewry” for this purpose.

In the year that has passed since the accord, the
ministry has so far failed to implement its charge, citing
insufficient funds. In the absence of the proposed In-
stitute and in open defiance of the Chief Rabbinate,

fifteen Ethiopian couples were married by their kessim
in April. According to a spokesman for the Israeli Em-
bassy in Washington, these marriages were recognized
retroactively by the Chief Rabbinate several months
later. Finally, on October 6, 1986, Israel's Supreme Court
ordered the Religious Affairs Ministry to establish the
genealogical institute without delay.

The Ethiopians view the court's decision and the ear-
lier compromise agreement with the Chief Rabbinate as
major victories in their struggle for acceptance as Israeli
Jews. Members of Israel's emerging Conservative and
Reform movements, however, see the agreement as a
diversionary tactic by the Chief Rabbinate, intended to

 free it from the relatively minor issue of the Ethiopians'

Jewishness, in order to concentrate on its primary tar-
get: non-Orthodox varieties of Judaism in Israel.

.Whereas the Ethiopians could claim ignorance of rab-

binic tradition, and therefore be “forgiven” for their de-
viance from halakha, Jews from the West cannot, in the
opinion of the Chief Rabbinate.

Indeed, Sephardi Chief Rabbi Mordechai Eliahu re-
cently declared on Israel Radio that “there is no freedom
of worship” for Jews in Israel. Rabbi Eliahu made this
remark while condoning the interruption by Orthodox
Jews of a Reform Simhat Torah service in the Jerusalem
neighborhood of Baka. (The Orthodox rabbi, who led
the interruption, subsequently apologized to the Reform
rabbi, and the two rabbis publicly embraced to sym-
bolize their reconciliation.) Former Ashkenazi Chief
Rabbi Shiomo Goren added, “| am ready to grant them

[i.e., Reform Jews)] freedom of worship on condition that

they declare that they do not represent the Jewish re-
ligion."” In other words, if Reform Jews declare that what
they practice is not Judaism, they will be entitled to the
same rights as Israel’s other non-Jewish minorities, ac-
cording to Rabbi Goren. .

While such ideas sound foreign to American ears,
they are not surprising in Israel, where the Orthodox
rabbinate historically has had the exclusive decision-

. making power in matters of Jewish religious practice.

This state of affairs has been canonized by what is
known in Israel as the “status quo principle.” When
Palestine was ruled by the Ottoman Empire, non-Muslim
religious minorities were granted autonomy in matters of
personal status, such as marriage and divorce, which
were governed by each community’s religious leaders.
Among Jews, the only recognized religious leaders in

‘pre-state Palestine were Orthodox rabbis. This system

was adopted by the British mandatory government and,
in turn, by the first Israeli government under David Ben-
Gurion. ,
The reason that the “status quo” has continued until
today is purely political. From the Ben-Gurion govern- ,,,

.

R

) i n is a Research Analyst in the Israel and
Middle East Affairs Division of the American_Jewish
Committee's Ini jonal Relation: . He is
also editor of Israeli Press Highlights, a weekly English

Ssummary of the Israeli press, published by the
Committee. '
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Dear Editor:

The recent ml.onuon of dlplomatlc
relations between Israel and Camercon has

been hailed as “an important gain” in

Israel’s efforts to renmew its (riendly rela-
tions with the Af.rlcan coutinent

vy e g
ﬁammmmg tively

deputy director and Middle East Research.
5t 0l E Amerlcan Jemsh Comnut-

int out:

“The exuberant welcome that greeted .

Prime Minister Peres on his recent visit to
Cameroon underscored the depth of
Cameroonian goodwill toward Israel.”

This feeling would only be further

enhanced, they state, by the prompt Israeli -
response to the tragedy that took 1,500 lives -

whentoﬂxgaswasreleqsedfmmalake

Chf&;go
Defender

October 28, 1986

inside a bolcanic crater: “An Israeli med-
ical team accompanied Peres to Cameroon

" and remained to treat hundreds of injured
victims and study the long-term effects of

po . :
This is one evidence of a new spirit that'

seems to be evolving in Israeli-African
relations, Mr. Harris and Mr. Milkman
assert, stressing that “‘in recent years there

- has been a gradual but marked shift in the

level of political support for Israel among

Black African countries at the UN and other

international bodies.”

This, they write, may herald a return to
the atmosphere during the decades when
Israel maintained diplomatic relations with
all but two Black African countries, and
Israel specialists in agriculture, nutrition,
low-cast housing, education, and other fields
forged strong bonda of friendship with the

Africans.

offset the devastating impact on fragile
economies of OPEC’s quadrupling of oil
prices and its effect on the prices of fertil-
izers and insecticides.

The American Jewish Committee is this
country’s pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1806, it combats
bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of Jews here and abroad, and ad-
vances the cause of improved human
relations for all people everywhere.

Morton Yarmon,
The American Jewish Committee

However, beginning in 1967, I.hey con- -

| tinue, when Israel crossed the Suez Canal

and entered North Africa in pursuit of the

' Egyptian army, and culminating in 1973, all
but four Black African states severed .

relations with Israel because of '"Afro-Arab
solidarity” o

But, they add, “The lavish nld promised
by the Arabs to Black Africa was only

partially forthcoming and cm}d-not begin to

or as the result ot Arah-
_econonﬁc pressure.
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Controversy persists over
report on Tutu’s remarks

By Joseph Polakoff

Washington (Special) — Controversy
extending through four months over a
report in the Boston Jewish Times that
attributed anti-Semitic remarks to Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu of South Africa
appears to have chbed pending outcome
ol the prelate’s presumed visit later this
year to Israel.

While the matter in the Boston news-
paper regarding the prelate’s views was
originally reported more than a year ago
by columnist Benno Varon. a former
Israeli ambassador to Central America
who had met him in South Alfrica, con-
troversy began heightening last fall with
additional reports that aroused wide
international attention.

A climax was reached on Feb. 18 when
the American Jewish Committee’s presi-
‘dent, Theodore Ellenoll. termed & report
in the Boston weekly “baseless and

inflammatory™ and declared that both.

South African Jewish spokesman and
Archbishop Tutu have “categoncally
denied these charges.”

Ellenoff’s statement referred to the
report three months earlier, on Nov. 27,
that alleged- Archbishop Tutu told a
closed meeting of the board of Deputies
of South African Jews in 1984 that
“Jews were the biggest exploiters of
Blacks, so they must suffer,” and that

“there will be no sympathy for the Jews

when the Blacks take over.”

The report also said that the Board
failed to publicize these remarks “out of
fear that Tutu would become even more
anti-Jewish.”

Ellenoff cautioned that *“the crisis
afﬂnctmg South Africa is a natural breed-

ing ground for sensationalistic and false
reports about prominent political figures

there™ and that “in addition to distorting
the truth, such reports confuse and
inflame debate about South Africa at a
time when clear-headed thinking is
required from all those who oppose apar-
theid and support non-violent demo-

cratic change.”
_ Stan Lukin, publlsher and editor of the
Boston newspaper the last four yearsand
a member of the American Jewish Press
Association, confirmed Ellenofls quota-
tions from his paper were accurate. He
found no fault with the committee nor the
Philadelphia Exponent which, Lukin
said, had also condemned the report.
“There's nothing wrong with the com-
mittee criticizing an American Jewish
paper.” he said in a telephone interview.
“l don't object to it, Neither is there any-
thing wrong with the Philadelphia Expo-
nent. I'm not offended by that. The ques-
tion is Tutu. There’s just too much smoke
here. Too many examples, at the very
least, of theological anti-Semitism.
“Tutu is to be in Israel later this year.

- Let's see what happens from that trip.

Nothing would delight me more than to
find there is not one shred of evidence
supporting the accusation that Tutuis an
anti-Semite.”

Lukin said an Israeli newsletter called
“Israeli News Bulletin™ which is pub-
lished three times monthly and hasa post
office box address on Mount Scopus,
Jerusalem, quoted from speeches alle-
gedly made by the archbishop, a Nobel
Peace Prize winner, in New York, Hart-
ford and other places in America.

“l ran the item under a headline on
Page 21 on Nov. 27, 1986, ‘Jews must
suffer,’ says Bishop Tutu.”

“The response from that was the grea-
test since | owned the paper,” Lukin said.
Fifteen phone calls came from South
Africa, “disagrecing and agrecing and
expressing interest in learning more,” he
said. “Calls came from all over America.
ABC News, talk shows, the Washington
Times, Phlladelphm lnqulrer. from lobby
and special interest groups.”: . -

To back up his mforuumn. Lukm

‘ said, he contacted the Jewish Community

Relations Council in Hartford.

“We confirmed,™ he said, “the spirit of
anti-Semitism in his speech there (Hart-
ford) if not the letter. We have the text of
the entire speech.”

e s
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Black leaders limit damage of apartheid report

By LARRY COHLER

A mutual understanding stemming
from an intense dialogue between
black and Jewish leaders helped
soften the criticism of Israel for its
breach of the South African
embargo.

During those talks, Jewish
organizational leaders and con-
gressmen agreed with black leaders
that Israel should not be exempted
from censure, as long as Israel’s role
was placed in context of other na-
tions cited in the State Department
report on violators of the embargo,
according to sources involved in the
discussions. Jewish leaders also
pledged strong support for a drive to
_ increase foreign aid to black Africa.

The report, released last week,
also cited France and Italy for viola-
tions, as well as private firms in West
Germany, Great Britain, Switzerland
and the Netherlands. But according
to the House Subcommittee on
Africa, the significance of Israel’s
arms trade with the racist regime has
been ““by far the largest.”” Israel’s
military exports to South Alfrica have
been variously reported as between
$400 million and $800 million
annually.

Nevertheless, at a press conference
last week and elsewhere, black con-
gressmen bluntly rejected invitations
to attack Israel in particular, even as

_ they issued a scathing broadside
against the ‘‘moral outrage’” of the

European countries cited. Rep.

Mickey Leland (D-Tex.) welcomed

Israel’s recent announcement that it
would refrain from entering into new
military contracts with South Africa
as an encouraging first step. He
stressed that it must be seen as only
a first step and urged other countries
to follow suit.

"“We've reached a compromise to
which our constituents won't be very
receptive,”’ said Rep. Mervyn
Dymally (D-Calif.), chairman of the
the Congressional Black Caucus.
But, he warned, unless Israel takes
further steps, that compromise will
unravel and “‘we will want to see
stronger language on Israel."”

. Terms of the Deal

In particular, said Dymally, Israel
must not only refrain from signing
new military contracts with South
Africa but terminate ongoing ones.
*“In the pipeline already are enough
arms to kill many innocent people,™”
he said.

Dymally said the Black Caucus’s
initial stance on Israel was strongly
influenced by the results of discus-
sions it held March 31 with Jewish
leaders and members of Congress.
Among those attending the
90-minute meeting were Tom Dine,
executive director of the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee
(AIPAC); Hyman Bookbinder,
Washington representative of the

i ewi ittee; David
Saperstein, executive director of the
Reform movement's Religious Ac-
tion Center; and Henry Siegman, ex-
ecutive director of the American

Jewish Congress. Jewish Reps.
Barney Frank (D-Mass.), Howard
Berman (D-Calif.), Sander Levin (D-
Mich.) and Martin Frost (D-Texas)
also attended.

*‘We discussed two issues that are
not necessarily related but that
politically are related,’' said
Bookbinder: “*Aid to black Africa
and the South Africa and Israel
situation.'* Bookbinder hailed the
meeting as ‘‘a kind of watershed in
black-Jewish relations.”

According to both black and
Jewish sources, representatives of
both sides came to the meeting with
a desire to avoid confrontation,
though one black congressman
favored cutting aid to Israel. Jewish
participants made it clear that they,
too, agreed that Israel must cut its
ties with South Africa, notwithstan-
ding the benefits those ties brought
to Israel’s troubled economy.

“"We will want to

see stronger
language on
Israel.”

Jewish participants also readily
agreed to an appeal by Black Caucus
members for support of their cam-
paign to increase foreign aid to black
Africa. Said Tanya Vidal, a
legislative aide to Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-N.Y.), who was among

WAL [FA AUIY

Hyman Bookbinder, Washington repre-
sentative of the American Jewish Com-
[mittgg. hailed the meeting berween
Jewish leaders and members of the
Congressional Black Caucus as "a kind
of watershed in black-Jewish relations.”

whole foreign aid bill by the Black

- Caucus,” Dymally warned.

thnoa artendine the mastina: "*When

An amendment to this year's
foreign aid bill proposed by Rep.
Howard Wolpe, chairman of the
House Subcommittee on Africa,
would increase aid to Africa by $115
million over last year. The unamend-
ed sum is less than the Reagan Ad-
ministration itself has asked for, said
Dymally, who termed this ‘‘a source
of embarrassment’’ for the
Democrats.

— In

bied to obtain high overall funding
for foreign aid in tandem with its
mission of securing generous
assistance for Israel. Obtaining a $1
billion increase in foreign aid this
year, as has been requested by the

" Administration, is seen as crucial to

the campaign for increased aid to
Africa. This is a necessity, given the
resolve voiced by both Jews and
blacks who attended the meeting that
the funds should not come out of the
$5.5 billion earmarked for Egypt and
Israel—nearly one-half of the total
foreign aid budget.

. The Understanding

Bookbinder candidly described the
Congressional Black Caucus’ deci-
sion to avoid singling out Israel for

_special opprobrium ‘“‘one of the

results of our understanding. There
was a reciprocation,”’ he said.
““That's the nature of coalitions.
We're making it clear we don't favor
Israel's ties with South Africa, and
we're going out of our way on aid
to Africa. And they are trying to
make it clear their stand on South
Africa is not anti-Israeli.”’

But Saperstein resisted linking the
two issues. ‘‘There were some
separate agenda items which we’ll be
working on togther,”” he said.
‘“Africa is one of the most deserv-
ing areas for foreign aid. 1 did not
sense any linkage.""

The Reform leader said Jewish ac-
tion on the issue comes now because
“*it’s the first time (black con-
gressmen) have mobilized for a ma-
jor push to increase aid to Africa.
The Jewish community is delighted

tha walka af lact. week’c. _taheaf agsictance Itresnnateswith



Israel’s policy change on S. Africa wins praise here

By LINDA POLONSKY

Representatives of major Jewish
organizations in the United States
have welcomed the announcement
by Israel that it will not enter into
any new military contracts with
South Africa. They stressed the fi-
nancial, moral and diplomatic ne-
cessities for the shift in Israeli poli-
cy.

Delails of Israel’s military ties to
South Africa are expected to be re-
leased April 1 in a State Depart-
ment report on violations of the in-
ternational embarge on the sale
and exports of arms and military
technology to South Africa.

According to foreign press re-
ports, lsrael has been selling mili-
tary equipment to South Africa for
the past 15 years, mainly light
weapons, communications and
electronic equipment.

In addition, it has licensed South

African manufacturers to produce
several major Israeli weapons sys-
tems. These include Saar-class
missile boats, the Gabriel surface-
to-surface naval rockets and im-
portant components of the Kfir jet
fighter-bomber.

Opposition politicians in South
Africa have also suggested that the
two countries had been hoping to
develop nuclear-powered subma-
rines at the South African naval
base at Simonstown.

The exact amount Israel derived
last year from the sale of military
equipment and expertise to South
Africa is secret. However, unoffi-
cial estimates range from $400
million to $800 million. In addi-
tion, some 3,000 jobs in Israel are
said to be dependent upon military
trade with South Africa,

Despite the present financial
benefit of the relationship, Israel
now stands to lose more financially

. than it stands to gain.

In terms of the Comprehensive
Anti-Apartheid Act, passed last
October, the Reagan administra-
tion must submit by next week a
report to Congress identifying
those countriea breaking the arms
embargo, with a view to terminat-
ing U.S. military assistance to the

‘Israel is a country
that was subject to
boycotts, barriers
and sanctions.’
RN S X ALY S

offending countries. Israel received

$1.8 billion in U.S. military aid

last year.

It was in anticipation of the
April 1 report that Israel’s cabinet
last week adopted a change in its

policy toward South Africa. As
stated by Defense Minister Yitz-
hak Rabin during a question-and-
answer session in Tel Aviv on

"Thursday with a delegation from

the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions, the new policy includes the
following four points:

“One, Israel is against apartheid
regimes in any form, anywhere,

" against any discrimination of a hu-

man being because of his race, reli-
gion, sex — you name it.

“Two, Israel is going to reduce,
continue to reduce, its cultural
[and] scientific ties, ete., with
South Africa.

“Three, no new contracts will be
signed between Isracl and South
Alfrica in the field of defense.

“And four, Israel will appoint a
committee of ministers and others
that within two months will decide
upon the [further) steps that Israel
shall take in the spirit of the free'"

democratic world vis-a-vis South
Africa.”

Rabin made clear, however, that
Israel was proceeding with sanc-
tions only reluctantly.

“Israel is a country that was sub-
Jject to boycotts and [trade] barriers
and sanctions. And Israel is very
sensitive when it comes te this
kind of approach. Even [though it|
might be today |sanctions| vis-a-
vis one country, once the interna-
tional community will adopt the
use of sanctions whenever some-
body's not happy with what some-
body else's doing, I believe that we
open a great danger to Israel.”

Other Israeli leaders, from cabi-
net minislers to Knesset members,
voiced similar objections Lo- the
sanictions approach, while making
clear to President’s Conference del-
egates that they will go along be-
cause lsrael now has no choice. -

The origins of military connec-
° Tt (Continued orf page 48) " "
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Policy

(Continued from page 4)
. tions between the two countries
" can be traced to the deterioration

of Israel’s relations with black Af- -

rica after the October 1973 Yom
Kippur War, according to_Dr. Al-
lan_Kagedan, an international re-
Iahons pollcy analyst with the
wi

From the late 19508 onwards, Is-
rael began developing extensive
relationships with black Africa. It
became involved in development
and medical projects in such coun-
tries as Burkina Fago (formerly
Upper Volta), Kenya and Tanza-

Pretoria’s military deals
with other nations cited

Sources within the Israel Mission to the United Nations here
note that Israel’s military trade with South Africa is minimal when
compared to that of other countries. South Africa's military, they
point out, has been supplied mainly by France, Great Britain and
West Germany. These countries, they say, remain major contribu-
tors to the South African arsenal, including providing upgrading
for weapons and weapons systems already in place.

According to these sources, since the United Nations imposed an
arms embargo against South Africa:

® France sold an undisclosed number of helicopters and air-to-
surface missiles, coproduced 1,400 armored cars and assisted in the
technology and/or production of Kukri missiles.

. Great Bntaln so!d 12 nlrcra.ﬂ; rndar units worth $64 million, ne-

e e e

African relations was the work of
the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion and its affiliate organizations
in the United States, and of the So-
viet Union and its allies.

“The motive behind the PLO
campaign is to delegitimize Israel
and to suggest that its military
link with South Africa amounts to
an idealogical link rather than a
commercial one,” said Kagedan.
“On the part of the Soviets the mo-
tive is partly to try and dampen So-
viet Jewish interest in emigration
to ferael.”

A PLO-based anti-Israel cam-
paign noI.Withat-anding, Jewish or-
ganizations in this country say
there was a moral necessity for ls-
rael to change its policy.

Rabbi Beniamin Kreitman, ex-

el.”

Representatives of Jewish
groups also drew attention to the
effect of Israel’s military relations
with the South African govern-
ment on its relations with black
South Africans.

Kagedan flelt Israel should estab-
lish relations with black anti-
apartheid groups in South Africa,
for both moral and diplomatic rea-
sons. “But it is hard work,” he said,
“because the African National
Congress, for example, sees itsell
as a third world liberation move-
ment. It has taken on a lot of third
world rhetoric and you have its-
representatives talking about Isra-

el as a racist, imperialist country.” . ’

Mark Friedman, director of the
Institute of Public A.ﬂ'ai_rs_at the



JEWISH NEWS (NEW JERSEY), November 27, 1986

Caught in the Middle

South African Jewish Leader Provides ‘Insider’s Story’

By SBHERRY 8. KIRSCHENBAUM
Of The Jewlish News Stafl

‘“Jews are part of the white
community of South Africa,”
declared Aleck Goldberg. And,
as such, he continued, ‘‘the
Jewish destiny in South Africa
lies with the whites."”'

Goldberg, executive director
of the South African Jewish
Board of Deputles, provided
‘“The Insider's Story of South
Africa’'’ at a meeting last week
of the Metropolitan New Jersey
W%M
Committee, hosted by Jane and
Bernard Wallerstein of West
Orange.

‘‘South Africa today, to a large
extent, 1s the focus of world at-
tention,” stated Goldberg, who
assessed the nation’s current
situation by tracing its origins,
structure and character,

‘The country saw its first white,

Population, the foundation of the
Afrikaner nation, when the
Dutch East India Co. bulit a
refreshment- station on the
southern tip of South Africa in
the early 19th Century. ‘‘Jews
first came to South Africa, the
southern tip of a rather
mysterious continent,'’ ex-
plained Goldberg, a South African
native who has taught in Johan.
nesburg and London, &in the
mid-19th Century, primarily
from Lithuania." .

By 1910, he continued, 80,000
Jews, including - those fleeing
European persecution and
others lured by dreams of for-
tunes to be made Iin gold and

diamonds, had arrived in South-

Africa. While it took these
Jewish settlers some time to in.
tegrate, sald Goldberg, ‘‘they
adapted themselves and became

a relatively well-to-do; atfluent
community."

With 85 per cent of this early
Jewish community of Lithua-
nian descent, continued
Goldberg, author of ‘‘Communal
Infrastructure,’” a chapter in the
recently published ‘'‘South
African Jewry — A Contem-

rary Survey,'’ a homogeneous
community developed that
placed strong emphasis on Jewish
traditions and ritual
observance. .

Gmnu_ Zlonist Soclety

These Jews were also an early
source of Zionist thought and, in
1898, created a Zionist soclety.

Today, there are 120,000 Jews
living in South Africa, noted
Goldberg, ‘'Orthodox by affilia-
tion, but Conservative In prac-
tice."" Although a small Reform

ALECK GOLDBERG

movement began in the 1830s,
most Jewish South Africans,
who call their synagogue ‘‘shul”’
rather than '‘temple,” attend
Kabbalat Shabbat services on
Friday evenings.

(8ee CAUGHT - Page 19)
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Zimbabwe warns Jewish magazine: ‘Tone down’ Zionism stand

By REBECCA BOROSON

The government of Zimbabwe
has publicly warned its Jewish
community and the editors of a
Zimbabwean Jewish publication
against promoting Zionism.

In a nationally televised discus-
sion on apartheid on Yom Kippur
eve, Dr. Nathan Shamuyarira, the
minister of information, character-
ized Zionism as a form of racism
and said the Central African Zion-
ist Digest. a monthly magazine
published in Bulawayo, had been
propagating it. He said on the pro-
gram and in a later telephone in-

terview with The Jewish Week
that he had asked the editors to
“tone down" their articles.

*“The majority are good articles,”
he told The Jewish Week, “put oth-
ers have been promoting Zionism
by writing about [its history]. We
don't feel they should not write
about the history. but chasing
away the Arabs...is not a good
part of Jewish history.”

Bamney Katz, the magazine's edi-
tor, reached by teiephone, said he
would rather not comment on the
minister’s remarks. He said the
publication, founded in 1958 and
distributed free by the Central Al
rican Zionist Organization to every

Jewish household in Zimbabwe
and Zambia, “only deals with Jew-
ish matters.” -

Zionism, he said “is part and par-
cel of the Jewish people. It's from
the Bible. We don’t look at it from
a political connotation.”

He said the publishing policy
would not change. "We think
there's nothing wrong with pub-
lishing |as we have been] until we
are advised otherwise.”

The Central African Jewish
Board of Deputies has replied to
Shamuyarira on the magazine's
behalf, said Katz. The board could
not be reached for comment, but
Shamuyarira said that he had re-

ceived its letter “saying they do not
think the tone of the articles is rac-
ist and that they think they are ob-
jective.”

Zimbabwe has been an outspo-

. ken supporter of the Palestine Lib-

eration Organization. At a recent
meeting there of the 99-member
Non-Aligned Movement, Prime
Minister Robert Mugabe linked
apartheid and Zionism and called
them “the most virulent forms [of
racism] that our age has known.”

David Harris, deputy director of
international affairs for the Ameri-
can Jewish Congress. said that “at
least until recently, Mugabe had

sought to make a distinction be-
tween anti-Zionism and his atti-
tude toward Jews within the coun-
w-'l

Jews there; according to Harris,
feel that “anti-Semitism is not a
major factor in Zimbabwean soci-
ety.”

There are some 1,300 Jews in
Zimbabwe, mainly in the cities of
Bulawayo and Harare. They main-
tain synagogues and day schools,
but the community is aging. Many
of the young people emigrate, ac-
cording to Harris, because the “po-
litical climate is decidedly Third
World.”



NEW YORK —

Israel’'s efforts 1o
cultivate good relations
with several Asian nations
have ofien been hampered
by Arab or Communist
pressures on those nations
to distance themselves from
the Jewish State politically
and economically, says a
study published by the
American Jewish Commit-
lee.
Harry Milkman and Jor-
dana Schein-Levi, of the
AJC’s International Rela-
Lions | an
authors of Isracl & Asia: A
Survey of Bilateral Rela-
tions. offer the following
views of Jerusalem s diplo-
matic and trade relations
with several Asian nations:

~The Canadian Jewish News, Thursday, January 1, 1987

Survey finds Arab pressure
stretches to Asian nations

[ Jepan is Israel's largest
! Asian trading partner; how-
' ever, Japanese-lsraeli rela-
| tions reflect Japan's heavy
‘ reliance on Arab oil. In
. 1976 the Palestine Liber-
| ation Organization was al-
1 lowed to establish an office

in Tokyo. Today, while
Japan is auempting to im-
prove diplomatic relations,
itis still hesitant to increase
economic ties with Israelin
the face of the Arab boy-
cout.

Hong Kong is Israel's
second largest Asian
trading panner. Diplomatic

 relations have been main-
tained since 1958.

Singapore is lsrael's
third largest Asian trading
partner. Full diplomatic
relations have been main-
, tained since 1969. Singa-
pore has supponed Israel on
a number of important UN
resolutions.

Al the same time, Singa-
pore’s government is care-
ful not o snlagunize
Moalaysia, one of the most
populous Moslem nations
with a hostile attitude
toward Israel and Jews, and
upon whom it relies heavi-
ly for its water supply.

“defence and
i'energy. Thailand has been

Thailand is [Israel’s
fourth largest Asian irading
partner. Thailand recogniz-
ed Israel in 1950, estab-
lished consular relations in
1954 and embassy status in
1958. Since then the two
countries have worked

| together in the areas of

trade, agriculture, aviation,
nuclear

somewhal supportive of
Israel in the UN.

India is Israel's fifth
largest Asian trading part-
ner, diamonds constituting
the bulk of the trade. Not
wanting to alienate itself

[fromthe Arab nations or its

own 84 million Moslem
citizens, India has not
established full diplomatic
relations with Israel, .

India has been consistent-
ly hostile toward Israel in
the UN, and maintains close

.relations with the PLO.

However, there are co-

operative efforts between .
Israel and India in the area

of technical assistance,

South Korea is Israel s

_ sixth largest Asian trading
- paniner. Diplomatic rela-

tions were established in
1962 despite Arab opposi-
tion. However, the Israeli
embassy in Seoul was clos-
edin 1978 and has not been
allowed to reopen.

Once again, dependence
on Arab uil as well as pro-
fitable construction projects
in. the Arab Gulf have

| strained South Korea's rela-

* tions with Israel. Israel has
~ provided South Korea with

technical development as-
sistance.

People’s Republic of
China was recognized by
Isracl, one of the first

i Western democracies to do

{ 50.in 1950. Despite its rela-

tions with several Islamic
countries and its active sup-
portof the PLO since 1965,

! China's attitude toward

Israel continues to show
signs of improvement.
The two countiries have
recently been engaged in
talks regarding cooperative
projects in the fields of

" agriculture and high tech-

nology. A recent contract
calls for Israeli equipment
to be used to establish a
model irrigated farm in
China. Although China

" does not allow the direct im-

port of Israeli goods,

millions of dollars worth of
Isracli arms have repored-
ly been purchased by the
Chinese.

Teiwan does not have
formal diplomatic relations
with Israel but is engaged in
some trade and cooperative
developments projects.

Aquino
renews

projects

The Philippines formal-
ly recognized Israel in
1949, and during the next
20 years diplomatic and
trade relations improved
and expanded. Under the
Marcos regime, Israeli
development projects in the
Philippines were drastically
reduced but are now being
renewed by President Cor-
azon Aquino.

Burma was the first
Asian country to recognize
Israel, in 1949, and the two
nations developed full
diplomatic relations over

the next 10 years, Israel has
assisted in developing Bur-
ma’s agriculture, industry
and miliary. In recent
years, Burma has becn the
most supportive Asian
country of Israel inthe UN,

Nepal estublished Ffull
diplomatic relations with
Isracl in 1960 and had
established several cooper-
ative technical and eco-
nomic projects. Since the
Yom Kippur War of 1973,
Arab pressure has resulied
in strained relations,
although some of the pro-
jects are still in existence.
Nepal's trade with Israel

. continues on a small scale,

and it has voted in Israel’s
favor on a number of UN
resolutions, )
Sri Lanka, after months
of negotiations, allowed the
establishment in 1984 of un
Israehi interests section in
the U.S. embussy in Col-
ombo. Currently, Israel is
expected to participate in a
major Sri Lankan agricul-
tural development project.
Opportunities for Israel
to expand and improve its
ties to Asia are continually
unfolding, especially
among those Asian nations
looking to strengthen their

ties with the United States,
conclude the study's
authors.
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Business.

# MILKMAN
n e cember, Funance Min-

uter Moshe Ninsim presented a
package of i§ proposals o
{he CAMRERRIER we Jupposed
to comstitute the second stage of
Larael’'s sew economic policy.
The first sioge, insututed in July
1985, successlully reduced infa-
won from an annual rate of nearly
§00 prreent in 1985 to 20 percent
m 1956. Lo recent months, how-
ever, he Consumer Price [ndex
hes sared o rise, while real
wagzs bave been restored to pre-
July 1985 levels. Despite larael’s
succesefud battle against hyper-
inflation, the ecomomy at a whole
bas failed to exhibit real growth.
Rather, the stagnation that has
charscterized Iarmel’s economy
tince the 1973 Yom Kippur War
hzs apparently coatinued.

The package of proposals sub-
mitted by Missim w the Cabinet
was formulated by the Finance
Ministry in couperation with the
Bank of Tsrael, now headed by
Prof. Michee! Bruno. 1t was in-
ended primarily to fscilitate cuts
in the governmeant budget of up to
500 million New lsraeli Shekels
{approx. $3130 million) — which
the Government had decided o
do on a pumber of occassions, yel
never implemented — and o
reform the income lan siruciure
by eliminating a long list of spe-
cial wx concessions ond reduce
tax rates to benefit those in the
higher brackels.

The basic proposal in regard to
tax reform was to lower the
marginal income tax rate from 60
percent wo 45 percent, based on
the (“Reeganomic™) theory thet
1ax benefita Lo those on the wp of
the ladder would have an im-
mediste beneficial effect on pro-
ductiviry, economic activity and
investment, and would aleo even-
tuslly “trickle down”™ to benefi
lower lncome eameru, 0o,

ISRAEL_TODAY (ENCINO, CALIFORNIA) .~ -

January 8, 1987

The proposals loclamnll: spe-
cial sz concessions — Lo people
wn development towns, for shift
work in indusiry, for verious sav-
ings schemes, for industrial ex-
porters, and the like — and the
clearly regressive nature of the
1ax reflomm proposals, evoked mas.
tive opposition by both the His-
tadrui labor federation and the
Manufacturers’ Associgtion. The
Labor Party come owl mgainat
Nissim’s package, and even some
of Nissim's own collengues a-
mong the Likud ministers — expe-
cially Housing Minister David
Levy — were vehement in their
oppotilion.

By year's end (he proposal
seemed o be slymied, and the

Cabinet was hack 0 squere oos

seeling 10 work out 8 new pac-
k=ge thst could be eapected 10
win sufficient political support to
be passed both in the Cabinet and
in the Knesset.

A weham Tal writes in Mo ‘areiz:
“The Finance Minister's ecco-
noemic program has gone on a reef,
s anyone sware of lsrael's spe-
cial sensitivilies could have pre-
dicted. It has evoled s broad and
strange coalition of bpponenus.
Most of these sre not opposed to

plan in its entirety or to the basic_

sssumptions on which it is based
{with the eapecied exception of
|socialisn] Mapam), the oppom-
tion, rather, has focused on speci-
fic details which hit st special
inlerests and long accepied perks.

“There are those who see in the
plan an expression of Moshe
Missim’s "liberal ideology.’ That
is calumny, plain and simple.
Even if we ignore the question of
whether Nissim is really & “vue
tiberal® with the fire of fairsez
Jaire capitalism buming In his

. bones, the fact remains thet be .

was nol the progenitor of the
plan. He wat o diligent pupil, who
teamed the profossional atpectn

of the plan but failed in his two
duties az & minitter; to coordinate
the planning among the different
divisions of the Finance Ministry,
and 1o win poliucsl support for it.

“The plan was devised by pro-
fessional econom'sts, who e far
as we can tell arc more inclined o
lefl-wing than 1o nighl-wing binses.
The plan, however, is not & result
of any such ideslogical teadencies,
bat rather constitules a response
to the needs of L economy. If
Shimon Peres would sull bave
been prime minigter, or would
have been made privy w the
planning nt an earlier stage, as be
was in the summer of 1989, it is
very likely that more or less the
fame plan would bave emerged.
Would the oppuition 1o it bave
been a8 strong v such e even-
tuglity, too? I'n sl likelihood, yes,

* alihough the ch.+ 22 of overcom-

ing that opposition would have
been greater, and not only be-

- couse of Peres’ clour with the

Hisradrut.

**In the summer of 1985, Peres
displayed s clear ability to neu-
tralize opposition beforehand and
to circumvent il cleverly afler the
facL Prime Miniyier Yitzhak Sha-
mir, on the other hand, has again
shown his dewermination 1o avoid
confltontations and his innate ten-
dency 1o passivity. But there 15
slso s marked d.flerence in the
circumstances. In Joly 1985 there
was & real economic crisis and it
was relatively ensy lo persuade
the public 1o make the necessary
sacrifices. At (he end of 1986,
there (waid) nothing even resem-
bling & crisis. Sacnfices sre re-

quired, nol 10 prevent & tangible

cataslrophe, but in cuder lo real-
ize less concrete goaly such an
sconomic reform, growih, etc.”™
“Income tax reform is o sine
gua Aen for the attainment of
thase goals, on the assumplion
thal the ecoonm) will remain o

i ot et e e 3

‘Stage ' Back to Square One

free one and will oot be managed
by government bureaucrau, i.e.,
that it will not be 8 managed
socialized economy of Lhe son
Mapam 15 longing for. In a free
economy there musl be o reason-
sble relationship between the ef-
fort expended and material com-
pensation prid. Even a marginal
1aa rate of 45 percent is excessive

in regard 10 such a relationship.

“There is simply no chance of
sefting the economy on the path of
inilisuve, irnovation, expansion
and the investment of capital and
labor without reducing the tax
rotes. lsreel ix no different in this
regard from any other country.”

Yuval Elitzur writes in Ma'‘aniv:
“Despite the fac1 thet loday, as
opposed to & quarter of a century
ago, ow industry and agnculrure
sell their-products abroed for bil-
lions of dollars, there has been po
change in the situstion in which the
t=xes these productive branches
pay are insuiciemt to 3upport
Jsrael's governmental expenditures
for economic and social services.
Of the 16 billion shekels ($10.7
billion) the Treasury will collect
in texes thiy year, the business

ity - self loyed, com-
panies, mnnlg:r-s wuhholmngmd
employers’ tax — will sccount

directy for less than one third, or
ahout § billinn shekels ($3.3 bik
tion). Even f we ndd 10 this the
waxes paid from the treasury for
subsidies on basic foods, waler lor
crop irrigation interest for agricul-
ture and industry and direct sup-
ports [or invesiment and expont, it
i highly doubtful whether the
productive sectors of the ec onumy
are capable today of paying for the
services provided them by the
slate.”

“What is in o doubt whatso-
ever is that in U I9h yeur of the
state, the productive secton are

incapable of supporting the ser-
vices provided by the state to the
400,000 cmployees of the vastly
inflated ‘public sector.’ Neither
indusiry, nor agriculturs, sor the
financial sector is capable of sup-
porting the health and education
budgets, mot to mention the
defense budger and the repay-
ment of past loans which have
piled up over years of eco
nomic itrespontibility.”

- "#or the past Len years, not only
our defense budget, but also that of
our rapidly developing social ser-
vices have beeo paid for oot from
our own productive sector bul by
the munificent aid of World Jewry
and the Amencan laspayer. Os-
tensibly, the burden has boen placed
on the [sraeli well-to-do, bui only
ostensibly so. Very few of larael's
rich pay the {full) tax rawen, which
are the world's higheot The long
list of wax excmplions and write-
ofis which were imposed on the

Lizachi wa system over the past -

decades created the impression
that these were aulomatic benefits
panted to special groups, eipe-
cially o the economically weaker
groups, by dint of the low and pot
by the caprice of the authorities."

“The opposilion to the reforms
proposed by Moshe Nissim stems,
o & large catent, from both the real
and piychologica! need to retain,
for as long as possible, the crutches
that have susisined ou social and

ic reform policies. ‘Since
we will, cv:nlu.lily, simply h\re no
wiernative o conframing reality,
welking on our own two feet, snd
developing more eflecive means
then tax exemptions for protecting
the weaker social strata, there can
be no doubt that m the final
analynis, the sew palicy will be
edopted.”

“But specifically because the
policy approach it the correct ooe
there is mo possibility — » |

(Continued to page |
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The AJC protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the world over; combats bigotry and pro-
motes human rights for all people; defends pluralism and enhances the creative vitality of
the Jewish people; and contributes to the formulation of American public policy from a com-
bined Jewish and American perspactive. Founded in 1906, it is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the U.S.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PHILADELPHIA, April 2%....A newly-formed organization entitled the Philadelphia-
Israel Commerce Affiliates, Inc., has launched a unique project designed to
create "practical, substantive" business ties between Israel and the city of
Philadelphia.

The new venture has absorbed three groups: the Philadelphia-Israel
Economic Development Program, created three years ago by the Philadelphia
Chapter of the American Jewish Committee and the Greater Philadelphia First
Corp; the American-Israel Chamber of Commerce and Industry/Philadelphia Chapter;
and American Investors in Israel. ;

All three have been engaged in the development of business relationships
between Israel and Philadelphia, but recently decided that their expanded
activities could be conducted more efficlently under a single management. This
has now been centralized in the offices of the American Jewish Committee
Philadelphia Chapter.

Says Lisa Schiffman, the new organization's executive director: "In
general, our dally activities consist of working with local and Israeli com-
,panLesTtQmencouhage_business_relations. Specifically, we are responsible for.. .
the Initial contacts between companies; we arbitrate between differing parties;

we interpret one party's activities and intentions on behalf of the other."

Among the current efforts, according to Ms. Schiffman areﬁ

# finding a new product.line for manufacture at a kibbutz;

* negotiating with an Israeli university to have the University City
Science Center in Philadelphia represent the university's technologies to U.S.
corporations;

* encouraging a multi-national, Philadelphia-based pharmaceutical'manu-
facturer to commerciallize a product developed in Israel through purchase or
licensing.

Adds Ms. Schiffman: "On behalf of Israeli companies we often seek market
and distribution sources for finished products, U.S. corporate partners for
investment and commerclalization of products under development in Israel, and
product lines or technologies for sale to kibbutz-based or private companies.”

Philadelphia-Israel Commerce Affiliates, Inc. is'run by a Board of Direc-
tors composed of Jewish and gentile business and civil leaders. It is private
and not-for-profit. Albert Soffa, a founder and vice chairman of Kulicke and
Soffa Industries, and John D'Aprix, president of the University City Sclence

Center, are co-chairmen of Philadelphia-Israel Economic Development Program.
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"‘-':I_srael.i Consul B

A landmark in the history of th.

Israelli foreign service will be
reached this summer in, of all
places, Atlanta, Ga. Foreign Minis- :
ter Shimon Peres has named Mo-:
hammed Massarwa, an Israeli Mus-
lim Arab, as Israel’'s new consul-
genetal in Atlanta. If the Ispaeli
Cabinet ratifies his appointment,

' Massarwa, an attorney known for

_ his rigorous advocacy of equal

. opportunity for his fellow Arab.
citizens, will become the first Arab -,
to head an Israeli foreign mission.

. All citizens of Israel, regardless
of religious or cthnic background,: )
are eligible to serve in any public
office in that country, from the °

~local city council to the premier-" :
ship. Seven Israeli Arabs hold seats |

.- in the Knesset, representing par-
ties ranging from the right-wing

* Likud to the communist Rakah. -

- " . Mohammed Massarwa's appoint-

- ment to represent Israel abroad ..
demonstrates that Isracl Is indeed *
committed to guaranteeing the po-
litical equality of all its citizens. :

CATHY R. MENDELSON -

President .

Los Angeles Chapler -
American Jewish Commitiee

W
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Preventive cure
for terrorist acts

Dear Editor,

Among the many complex
issues raised by the Iran-
contra affair is the basic
question of how to deal with
the taking of hostages. The
United States, like all demo-
cratic governments, makes
every effort to safeguard its
citizens, including any who
have the misfortune to be
taken hostage. But what is
its obligation when the well-
being of kidnapped Amer-
icans seems to conflict with
other important national
interests?

Bitter experience, even
before the recent disclosures,
should have made it clear
that paying ransom back-
fires. If hostage taking
pays, there will always be
fresh hostages to power
fresh extortion. And with
each payment the stature of

the ransom payer dwindles
while the prestige of the
terrorists grows.

How should hostage
situations be handled? One
cureis preventive: Our
government should strongly
discourage Americans from
traveling to known kidnap-
per havens. Even so, hostage
taking will persist. And
since terrorist groups are
usually state-assisted, gov-
emments that oppose terror-
ism must use diplomatic,
economic and, as a last
resort, military pressures
against these sponsors of
terror.

Henry Dubinsky
Member of the Board
St. Louis Chapter
American Jewish
Committee

STAR LEDGER (NEWARK, NJ)

November 8, 1986

R ling Mideas? f
VS K

Over the past few weeks, Palestinian and othet Arab
terrorists have repeatedly demonstrated in og# country
after another their total disregard for universally-accepted
norms of civilized behavior. As a spokesman for the Turk-
ish Embassy in Washington stated, after the brutal terrorist
massacre in the Neve Shalom synagogue in Istanbul,
“These killers cannot be consi Muslims, they're plain
criminals.”

If anything positive can be said to have come out of
the carnage, it is the fact that more and more nations,
including some moderate Muslim countries, recognize that
the chie of the wanton killings is to prevent a
peace settlement in the Middle East by fomenting hatred
and distrust between Americans and Arabs and between
Jews and Muslims. '

But while there are new voices of moderation emanat-
ing from parts of the Islamic world, radical states such as
Iran, Libya and Syria continue to provide the arms, explo-
sives, passports, J‘{;Iomatic pouches, funds and other Ingis-
tic .ﬂ#tport for terrorist attacks, and a steady stream of
anti-Western, anti-Israel and anti-Semitic propaganda te
justif_hand incite terrorist acts.

is war against peace and the innocent must not be
allowed to succeed. By word and deed the responsible na-
tions of the world must act together to prevent terrorist
acts from taking place, to punish harshly those who at-
tempt or rate such acts, and to encourage the direct
negotiations een Israel and the Arab states that are the
only hope for Jasting peace in the Middle East.

Harold H. Goldberg Jr., President,
Metropolitan N.J. Chapter,
American_.lewisll Commitice

"
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Will be&‘terﬂ,s =Soviet ties md Jews?

By DAVID A. HARRIS
T HE YEAR 1986 marked the seventh consecutive

year of decline and stagnation in Jewish emigration
from the Soviet Union. Is there a reasonable chance
for n reversal in this trend this year?

The challenges facing the Soviet Jewry movement are for-
midable. A clever and ealculating Kremlin leadership has
managed to defuse some noted human rights cares and has
attempted to reduce the issue of Jewinh emigration to a
handful of individuals. At the same time, it has portrayed
Soviet Jews an a privileged minority. Despite this concerted
propaganda blitz, the American Jewish community remains
deeply troubled about the fate of the 2 million Soviet Jews,

Fortunately, U.S. government officials continue to affirm
the importance of Soviet Jewry and human rights to Ameri-
ca's foreign policy agenda with the USSR. Moscow has been
told repeatedly that Soviet pe nee in these areas will
help determine the overall state of U.S.-USSR relations. For
those who recall this country’s deafening silence to the
plight of European Jewry 45 years ago, such affirmations of
the right of Soviet Jewn to leave arc vitally important.

The overriding task facing the Uriited States and the
American Jewish community is how to insure that Soviet
Jewn benefit from any further improvement in Soviet-
American relations. Otherwise, is a serious risk bi-
Iateral ties may improve while Soviet Jewry remains large-
ly unaffected.

L ]

The American Jewish communi-
ty’s main priority must be serious
- consideration of strategies.

| SR ]

There has been a virtual explosion in U.S.-Soviet contacta
over the past 18 months. Those who a that a landing
rights agreement for Aerofiot and Pan American Airlines,
cultural exchanges, joint ventures, sister<ity relationships
and citizenn' dialogues do not constitute major steps for-
ward, are misring the point. Such stepa do help create a new
mood and a new momentum. And if Kremlin plays its
cardn well, Moscow may get away minimum conces-
sions on human rights as the price for substantial progress
on matters of greatest importance to them.

Doen the administration have a long-térm strategy for re-
verning Lthe current situation? Do the State, Commerce, Ag-
riculture Departmenta or other U 5. agencies have a coordi-
nated approach on Soviet Jewry? In it possible that the ad-
ministration and the Jewish community will at come point
diverge in their interpretations of Soviet

Clearly, the Jewish community must also develop ita
strategy. It has been suggested that American Jews launch
a South Africa-style divestment campaign against Ameri-
can eorporations dealing with the USSR. Such an approach
is, I think, doomed to fallure, though there is certainly a
role for American business in the struggle for Soviet Jewry.
The current American mood, as well as that of nur allies, fa-
vors more, not less, contact. There is also serious doubt
whether divestment can have the desired effect on the tar-
get country, be it South Africa or, especially, the Soviet
Union. Calls for an end to further non-strategic agreements
with Moscow until emigration is substantially incressed,

David A, Harrig is the L i dep-
'y director of international [

while understandable, are also poorly timed. After the al-
moat derperate United States offer to rell subsidized grain
to the Soviets, the removal of the ban on Soviet nickel, eased
access to American oil and gas equipment technology and
talks on increased i ‘acts, such notions b
fanciful thinking. _

The American Jewish community's main priority must be
serious connideration of atrategiea. Is an attempt at further
linkage the aolution? Should there be a carrot-or-etick ap-
proach? If the answer lien romewhere between the two op-
tiona, how can such an be appropriately formulat-
ed? If there in support for responses to both positive and neg-
ative ta, how does this translate into specific
policy recommendations? These questiona require the atten-
tion of Jewish leadership and other friendn of Soviet Jewry.
Then, of courne, the care will have to be made to the govern-
ment.

The significance of recent Soviet actions, including An-
drei Sakharov's release from ezile, cannot simply be ig-
nored, though the condition of Soviet Jewn has not yet been
affected. Mikhail Gorbachev han shown himself to be a dy-
namic leader. If he can challenge vested interests on such
ticklish matters mn economic reform and cultural freedom,
then he is no less able to address Soviet Jewry. But only if it
is perceived to be in the Soviet interest.

It would not be too surprising to see limited, but well-pub-
licized, gestures by the Kremlin concerning Jewish life in
the USSR—ruch as perminsion for a few additionnl Soviet
Jews to attend the rabbinical seminary in Budapest, slight-
ly increased opportunities for higher education, more Yid-
dish-based Jewirh cultural events, even the tranalation into
Russian of, say, an Elie Wiesel book on the Holocaust. Such
steps could further moften Western attitudes and deflect at-
tention from the centrul questions of repatriation to lsrael,
family reunification and permission for Hebrew-language

study,

Unless we can formulate appropriate strategies or prog-
ress appears on the Soviet-Iaraeli political front—the hover-
ing wild card in any discussion of Soviet Jewry—we may
face this year continued low emigration, distinguished only
by the gradual release of some long-term refuseniks, while
the larger issue of hundreds of thousands of Jews who seek
to leave remains unresolved. e




SOVIET JEWS:
NYET AGAIN?

These are hard
times for Soviet
Jews. But the

struggle goes on.
And there is cause
- for hope.

DAVID A.
HARRIS

£2/October 1986

MOMENT - Gctooer 1986

In 1979, more than 4,000 Soviet
Jews were permitted to leave the
USSR each month; in 1986, that
number has dwindled to less than 100.
Natan Shcharansky is free, but ar-
rests of Hebrew teachers and other
activists have continued, and harass-
ment of those engaged in religious and
cultural study has intensified. How
are we to understand what is happen-
ing? And what can we do about it?

Recent visitors, Western diplomats
stationed in the USSR and refuseniks
themselves, are agreed that the situa-
tion of Soviet Jews has deteriorated
since Mikhail Gorbachev’s accession
to power in March 1985. Indeed,
some refuseniks now talk of a modern-
day version of Konstantin Pobed-
onostsev's alleged solution to the
Jewish question at the turn of this
century. Pobedonostseyv, the influential
procurator of the Holy Synod, for-
mulated the infamous “third-third-
third” strategy: one-third will
emigrate, one-third will be assimi-
lated, and the last third, rejecting
either option, will die.

Today, the Kremlin’s approach re-
mains three-pronged, though with
somewhat different content and pro-
portions. First, Moscow technically
retains the emigration option. Al-
though it keeps the exit door only
slightly ajar, it claims that its policy
conforms to the applicable interna-
tional agreements to which it is a
signatory. When challenged on the low
emigration rate, it explains that few
now leave because “the process of
family reunification has almost been
completed.” Moscow concedes that it
delays emigration for family reunifi-
cation from five to ten years “where
state secrets are involved." It has also
alleged it restricts emigration because
so many Soviet Jews have gone to the
United States rather than to Israel de-
spite their Israeli visas, according to,
among others, former foreign minister
Gromyko in September 1981; former
Soviet envoy to Canada Yakolev,
who is now a key Party secretary; and
Victor Louis, the Soviet Journalist.

By carefully manipulating emigra-

David A. Harris is Deputy Director,
International Relations Department,

* American Jewish Commitice.

tion, the Kremlin seeks to enhance its
image overseas. The staggered and
well-publicized releases of even a few
well-known refuseniks, former pris-
oners of conscience, and other
compelling humanitarian cases bring
Western media attention. The Kremlin
hopes this will deflect attention from
the country’s true human rights pic-
ture. And by issuing exit visas to
some refuseniks (e.g. Essas,
Gorodetsky, Mesh and the

Goldshtein brothers), the Kremlin is
attempting to reinforce Gorbachev’s
assertion that long-standing cases are
resolved against a backdrop of rap-
idly declining demand. Second,
Moscow is also eager to accelerate
the process of assimilation. By reduc-
ing emigration to a trickle, the
Kremlin seeks to drive home a point to
those who would apply for exit visas,
a point made explicit in the offices of
OVIR, where such applications are
reviewed: “You have no chance to
leave, so why not resume ‘normal’
lives as Soviet citizens. There are jobs
and educational opportunities avail-
able to you. Housing, pensions,
medical care and safety are at a much
higher level here than in the West. Just
look at the experiences of those for-
mer Soviet citizens who were duped
into leaving their motherland only to
suffer the consequences of living as
unwanted, unemployed, unhappy
strangers in adecadent, dangerous and
often anti-Semitic new world. Here,
nationalities live happily together and
we value [as Gorbachev himself said
in October 1985] the contributions of
the talented Jewish minority.” The
message is strikingly clear: The time
of high emigration is over, and there
is no realistic alternative to
reintegration.

Third, terror continues to be em-
ployed against those who refuse
assimilation. No one today speaks of
the annihilation proposed by
Pobedonostsev, nor of the mass depor-
tation of Jews to Siberia that Stalin
had been planning on the eve of his
death. The current approach is nei-
ther that of Stalin’s mass terror of the
1930s nor of the massacre of Jewish
cultural figures of the early 1950s.
Rather, it is a policy of selective ter-
ror. The weapons are isolation,
harassment, harsh sentences, remote ..
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Soviet Jews: Chosen for Oppression

SUMMARY: In the Soviet Union, Jews are hampered from following thelr
religion and customs but never allowed to forget they are Jews. Soviet
Jews are subject to limits on their opportunities throughost |ife. if they
sook soiace In religion, they encounter a scarcity of rabbis and
synagogues, a shortage of kosher food and a lack of ritmal Hems.
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rowing up Jewish in the Soviet
Union.

Age 7: First day at school.
Everybody gives his name, his father's
name and his natio . Leonid Mikhai-
lovitch Feldman does not know that be is
Jewish and gives his nationality as Russian.
“Don't lie, Leonid, and don't try to hide
that you are Jewish,” the teacher tells him.
Moral? Judaism is a nationality, but not as
good a nationality as Russian.

Age 9: Leonid’s mother dies. Tradi-
tional Jewish mouming is observed with
relatives and friends sitting low, close to the
floor, in the Feldman apartment. The mir-
rors are covered. The mourning should go
on for seven days, but on the second night
three men burst into the apartment shout-
ing, “This is an illegal gathering, every-
body leave.” Relatives and friends obey.
Moral? The Soviet state does not like Jews
gathering to practice Jewish customs.

Age 12: Leonid is the chess
player in his age group in the Moldavian
S.S.R. As such he is chosen to go to Len-
ingrad to compete with the champions from
other republics. Two weeks before he is to
leave, though, Leonid is told, “It is impos-
sible that a Feldman represent the Mol-

davian republic in Leningrad.” Why? he
asks. “Don’t ask questions,” he is told.
Moral? If you are Jewish, don't count on
traveling too far, whatever your merit.

Leonid left the Soviet Union 10 years
ago and is studying to be a rabbi at the
Jewish Theological Seminary in New York.
With the growth of religious observance
among Soviet Jews in recent years, he says,
“the Soviet authorities have begun to attack
the religious elements in the Jewish iden-
ity |

This comes as no surprise to those who
have been monitoring the situation. A 1977
book titled “Invasion Without Arms” by
Vladimir Begun, published in Moscow, de-
scribed the Torah, or the five books of
Moses — the main body of Jewish reli-
gious wisdom and law — as “a textbook

in bloodthirstiness, hypocnsy
treachery, perfidy and degradation —
the basest human qualities.” 'Ihebookwas
reissued in 1980.

Nobody knows for sure how many Jews
there are in the Soviet Union, says Glenn
Richter of the New York-based Student
Struggle for Soviet Jewry. “The 1979 cen-
sus reported there are 1.8 million, but there
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are probably closer to 3 million,” he says.

“A great many [Soviet] Jews have no
idea of their Jewish culture and many are
not interested in it, but ‘Jew’ is still
stamped in their intemal passport,” says
Boris Youssin, a Soviet Jewish activist who
works in the mathematics department of
Harvard University.

As a religious group, Jews are not al-
lowed to form regional or national bodies,
as are other recognized religions, says Da-

of the American Jewish Com-
. As a national group, the Jews have

a "Jewish Autonomous Region™ of Birobi-
dzhan. Situated in the far east of Siberia, it
is believed to have a Jewish population of
about 10,000, says Harris, less than 8 per-
cent of the region’s total population.
Birobidzhan produces the only Yiddish
newspaper in the Soviet Union, a version
of the local Pravda. Moreover, it is written
in a peculiar Yiddish, as is the only other
publication in this language, Sovietish
Heimland, a monthly published in Mos-
!nszeadofﬂxel—lebrewwordsusedin
this German-lewish language being spelled
as in Hebrew, they are spelled phonetically.
As for Hebrew, Harris says, there are
four places in the Soviet Union where it is
taught: the Orthodox Church seminary at

¥ Zagorsk and three institutes of higher edu-

cation. No Jewish student is known to have
studied Hebrew at anty of these institutions.

Private instruction in Hebrew, while not
overtly outlawed, is distinctly suppressed.
One private Hebrew teacher, Dr. Yosif Be-
gun, was arrested in 1977 on charges of
“parasitism”: According to Soviet authori-
ties. teacmngHebmwlsnotsocmllyuscful
Begun is now in the gulag, this time for

“anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda”

Hebrew, the language of Judaic scrip-
ture, is, of course, also the language of
Esrael,ﬂ:esta:ecrwedbyZionism.m
Soviet view of Zionism is reflected by an
article published this year in Ogonek, a
magazine with a print run of 1.5 million
brought out by the same house that pub-
lishes Pravda. In the article, Tsezar
Solodar, an elderly Ukrainian Jew, writes,
“On one side of the coin is the Nazi swas-
tika, on the other side the six-pointed Star
of David. It is hard to be sure which side
is which."

It is to Israel that Jews must turn if they
wish to leave the Soviet Union. The num-
ber of Jews released reached
51,300 in 1979 but has been declining ever
since. A mere 765 Jews left between Jan-
uary and QOctober this year, Richter says.

Most observers agree that religion is
usually not a motivating force in the desire
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Soviet .f ews’ pligl;t deplored

Speaker cites the struggles of nation’s 3 million

By Alyssa Lenhoff

Vindicator staff writer

Somewhere in the Soviet indus-
trial town of Gorky, there is a man
whose every action is watched and
recorded.

Like thousands of others who are
being forbidden to leave the Soviet
Union, Andrei Sakharov Is under
surveillance by the KGB — the So-
viet secret police and Intelligence
agency.

There is one significant difference
between Sakharov and the others
under scrutiny — the world knows
of Sakharov, His story was told in a
movie aired on national television,
He has been the subject of books,
rr?agazine articles and documenta-

e5.

Others live the quiet life that is
hidden in Russia.

The world never hears about
those who were fired from their

. jobs because they held Hebrew
*classes in their homes.

Equally hidden from the main-
stream media are stories of young
men and women who want to at-
tend college but are refused be-
cause one or both of their parents is
Jewish,

With offices throughout the
world, the American Jewish Com-
mittee is trying to focus world at-
tention on these issues and the oth-
er commonly unsung stories. of in-

uities in the U.S.S.R.

avid Geller, director of Euro-

L —

pean Affairs for the Agjﬂ[%%}_m
15h Committee, told about peo-

ple Thursday night at the Jewish

Community Center about the strug-

§lea of an estimated three million
ewish people in the Soviet Union,

“Jews are persecuted, It's a dif-
ferent type of persecution and anti-
Semitism than that of the [United
States}. We fight it here. There,
they have nothing they can do,"”
Geller sald.

Jewish persecution In the Soviet
Union dates back centuries to
bloody pogroms and has managed
to thrive in the modern state par-
tially because of the Soviet tradition
of anti-Semitism, Geller said.

He offered other reasons for the
persecution. “Jews have relatives
on the outside and the government
knows that they'd go if they were
ever freed to,” Geller said. “And
once the Jews go, that would leave
the door open to others.”

Geller said that there are about
160 Jews being allowed to leave the
Soviet Union each month., Geller
gaid this figure doesn't begin to
match the numbers of those wishing
to leave,

In 1979, some 50,000 Jews left
Russlia when there was a liberaliza-
tion of the immigration standards.

“All that has changed,” Geller ex-
plained, noting that once a person
applies for an exit visa, it is record-
ed on a passport which he must car-

he said. “People are afraid to apply
for leaving.”

Geller said there are about 400,-
000 Jews who want to leave. In ad-
dition to forbidding Jews to leave
the country, he explained that the
government also commits other
acts of persecution against the
J.wfll'x g .

“They are - putting ebrew
teachers in jall,” he sald.

Geller said there are now 25
known Jews being held as political
prisoners in the Soviet Union,

“Employers — even if they are
good, nice guys — can't hire Jews
because they are afraid that they’ll

et the reputation of being sympa-
hetic to Jews,"” Geller said.

“Neighbors will shun people if
they are friendly to Jews. Their
friends get worried about associat-
ing with them,” he said.

Geller said his organization and
satellite groups like the Soviet Jew-
ry Task Force of the Jewish Com-
munity Relations Council of the
Youngstown Area Jewish Feder-

ation have a moral obligation to.

rot:ist the captlvity of Jews in

ussia,
Before Geller’s speech, a rally for
Soviet Jewry was held and
speeches in support of the emanci-
ation efforts were made by state
n. Harry Meshel, D-33rd, Mayor
Patrick J. Ungaro, state Rep. Ron-
ald Gerberry, D-7lst, state Rep.
Joseph Vukovich, D-32nd, and oth~
er politiclans.

Youngstown Vindicator - 10/24/86
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The Vindicator/ Willism D, Lewis
David Geller
+ « « Soviet Jews need help

Clergy attending the rally includ-

ed: Rev, Frank M, Lehnerd of the
Diocese of Youngstown; Rev. Rich-
ard D. Speicher, executive director
of the Mahoning Valley Association
of Churches; Dr. Luther Shipmon of
St. John's Baptist Temple: Rabbi
David Steinhardt of Beth Israel

Temple Center of Warren; Rabb|-

Samuel Meyer of El Emeth Congre-
gation; and Cantor Merrill Fisher of
Rodef Sholom Temple,

The rally and other local efforts in .

support of the Soviet Jews was or-
ganized be‘rl Jeannie Peskin, chair-
man of

orce,

@ Soviet Jewry Task

%
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"Rights must get contlht'i'ed focu's ‘activists say

By JOEL DUBIN IV

Journg! Inquirer Staff Writer 1_
i

HARTFORD — The plight of Soviet
only part of the overall human rights s
in the Soviet Union, and Western leaders
must continue to express their concern or the
Russians will ignore the problem, locsal lc-
tivists said Monday.

The Rev. Gordon Bates of East Hartford, 4
local activist for Soviet Jewry, said the
number of Jews allowed to emigrate from the
Soviet Union has gone down from 50,000 a
month In 1979 to less than 50 a month this
year.

“Since 1979, we've had to change our

. focus,”’ Dr. Danlel Nussbaum, regional direc-
tor of the National Conference of Christians
and Jews, said. *‘Our reason for being is to
keep the issue alive.”

“It's 2 worldwide human problem, and not
just 8 Jewish one,'" said Nussbaum, who with
Bates spoke at the University of Hartford at
a conference on religious freedom In the
Soviet Union.

Several speakers — malnly ants
from Poland, the Ukraine and the Baltic
states taken over by the Soviet Union — sald
the Soviets are trying to destroy the national,
cultural and religious identity of non-Russian
minorities.

They described instances, in some cases
personal, of religious and ethnic persecution,
Including forced emigration to other parts of
the Soviet Union, imprisonment and desecra-
tion of national shrines.

“The Soviets are attempting to replace
everything Lithvanian with Russian,” Ignas
Budrys, leader of the state's Lithuanian com-
munity, said at the conference.

Budrys said the Soviets have converted 23
churches in Lithuania into museums,
theaters or athletic facilities.

Budrys said Lithuania has been occupied
and divided many times because of its loca-
tion between Russia and Europe.

Lithuania's neighboring Baltic states,
Estonia and Latvia, and the Ukraine have

is

suffered the same fate ‘hﬁmm of their
'strategic location between East and West.

All four countries have been part of the
Soviet Union since they were occupied by the
Russians in World War J1e

Vaike Lugus, president of the state's 200-
' member Estonlan Sociéfy, recalled the Sov-
‘let takeover of her in i041.-

- “Tre image of et soldiers breaking
‘down doore ls ft,bver étched In my
memory," she said.

Borls Krupa, Hartford chalrman of the
national Ukralnian Congress Committes, said
the Ukrainlan Issue (is often overlooked
because they are mistakenly identified as
Russian Instead of as a separate ethnic
group

*“After World War II, religious freedoms

were summarily done away with,”" Krupa

said. :

He, like the others, cited examples of re-
ligious persecution, and of growing mass
support for religion despite the avowed
atheism of the Soviet state.

. Allan Kagedan, d t for the

—Dr. Allan Kagedan, 4 policy analyst for the
American Jewish Committee, sald the

problem stems from Soviet ldeology, which
calls for the ultimate elimination of all re-
ligion in the cotintry, and from a basic dis-
regard for Individual rights in Soviet law.

Although the Soviets have outlawed re-
liglous persecution in the international arena
by signing the Helsinki accords, their laws
still al'ow it within the country, Kagedan
eaid.

“You can’t argue with the Soviets about

Marxism-Leninism, which |s hnstue to re-
ligion,” Kagedan sald. .
“*Therefore the coalition approach Is im-
portant,” he said later, referring to a coall-
tion of ethnic and religlous groups
represented at the conference. ““The Soviets
must see some political advantage, or fear
the loss of political prestige, to grant
freedom of religion.”
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Vaike Lugas speaking at corniference on Monday.
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Propugundu antijudia en la URRS

NUEVA YORK — Con motivo de se intitula ‘La Propaganda anti-
los preparativos relacionados con judia saviética, 1979-86", cuyo au-
la confereacia de Helsinki que en tor es el Dr. ,
noviembre proximo pasado se reali- analista politico del Departamento
zara e Viena el Comité Judlo Ame- de Relaciones Intemaocionales del
ricano ha putlicado un andlisis que ALC. fa dio a conocer David M.
doouranta la persistencia de 1a wi- _Gordis, vicepresidente ejecutivn del
ruilenta procaganda aentijudia patvo- Camié, cuya Comisién de Relacio-
cinaca oficialmente por la Union nes Internacionales preside Miles

Soviética bajo el mando del Secre- _laffe y cuyo director es el Rabino
tario General Mikhail Gonbachev. Marc H. Tanenbaum.

La publicacién del andlisis, que  E] analisis, que abarca el perio-

do de 197986, cita numerosos
ejemplos de propaganda antijudia,
de los muchos que han ocurrido
durante el ano y medio de ejerci-
cio de Gorbachev, extraidos de los
principales periédicos y dibros de
circularidn amplia, €1 Dr. Kage-
dan deduce que el amgumento de
los d-lurlgente-s sovieticos que los
judios soviéticos constituyen ‘“un
pueblo privilegiaido”, puede cali-
ficarse de desinformacién caloula-
da.

“Mientras la propaganda antise-
mita sinva los inteneses de la po-
livica soviética, continuard persis-
tiendo”, ya que la politica de pro-

ternacicnal, sugiriendo que segun
la ideologia camo fenbémeno cons-
pirador judio interacional,
riendo que segln la ideologla swié-
tioa los judios se han conventido
en participe del imperialismo, fuer-
za g'obal .witramaligna. Como con-
secuencia, ‘Yas acostumbradas pa-
tranas antisemitas se han wvuelto
resistentes, si no inmunes, contra
todo cambio en la politica interna
y exterior soviétice, concluye el
Dr. Kagedan.

dugir propaganda—anthudfa—esmo—

tivada por el deseo e imtimidar a
{os judios soviéticos para que de-
sistan de expresar sus sentimien-

. tos judfos, asl como por el deseo

de congraciarse con el radicalismo
arabe y la esperanza de compla-

. cer a los elementos antijudios y
enti~accidentales entre la pobla-
. cién soviética, efirma el andlisis.

. Durante los Gltimos quince aios,
. se afiade, estas motivaciones poli-
" ticas particulares han resultedo en

que los escritores sovidticos acep- -

tan da definicién del sionismo co-
mduﬂnmow'apmwom-

R =
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Andrei Sakharov: A nghteous Gentlle |

DAVID A. HARRIS

Soviet physicist Andrei Sakharov
is one of the moral giants of our
age. Scientist, Nobel laureate,
human-rights crusader, and, since
1980, an internal exile in his own
country, Sakharov epitomizes the
grandeur and indomitability of
the human spirit. The next few
months of intensified superpower
diplomacy may determine his (ate,

Once among the most privileg-
ed of Soviet citizens, Sakharov
enjoyed all the perquisites accord-
ed the scientific elite. His material
well-being and security were
assured, his status unquestioned.
Yet he abandoned it all to pursue
higher goals: world peace, human
rights, an end to internal repres-
sion. And he has paid a heavy
price.

In 1974, while an exchange
teacher in ‘the USSR, | had a
revealing conversation with a
Soviet colleague.

**Sakharov is crazy and should
be forcibly placed in a psychiatric
hospital,” my colleague asserted.

“But why?"" [ protested. “‘He is
a responsible and decent man.”
- “Listen,” my colleague retorted,
“of course he's crazy. After all,
he must have known that to
challenge the state would land
him in lots of trouble, probably
" force his dismissal from work and
place him in prison. Therefore,
you see, he's crazy because any-
one who would knowingly embark
on such a course couldn’t possib-

I ha cona

In 1977 Sakharov's stepdaugh-
ter and her family emigrated to
the United States. His wife, Elena
Bonner, was able lo accompany
them as far as Rome. Ms. Bonner’s
devotion to her husband and to
their joint work in behalf of human
rights and world peace impelled
her to leave her daughter, son-in-
law, grandchildren and mother in
Italy and to return to an uniman-
ginably difficult life in the Soviet
Union. Those of us then in Rome
working on migration were tre-
mendously moved by Ms. Bonner's
seemingly limitless courage and
strength.

Since 1980, Sakharov and
Elena Bonner have been forced to
live in exile in Gorky, a city
closed to foreigners. There, cut
off from family, friends and col-
leagues, under constant surveil-
lance, denied even necessary
medical attention, they are pris-
oners in everything but name.

This year Elena Bonner was
permitted to travel to the West for
medical care and a family reunion.
In May she attended the massive
Solidarity Sunday for Soviet Jewry.
in New York, when 300,000
people of all laiths welcomed
Anatoly Shcharansky to freedom.
Seated alone far from the speak-
er's platform, she listened intent-

ly to Shcharansky's powerful.._

words. What a poignant scene!
Shcharansky, the former prisoner
of conscience, still savoring the
first breaths of freedom; Bonner
savoring her last. Shortly after the
rallv Flena Ronner said- onad-

bye to her family and to freedom
and returned to her husband in
Gorky.

Jews owe Andrei Sakharov a
special debt. Not only has he
fought indefatigably for peace
and human rights, but he has been
outspoken on behalf of Soviet
Jewish emigration, Jewish pris-
oners of conscience, and a safe
and secure [srael.

As early as 1970, Sakharov
monitored the trial of the nine
Jews and two non-Jews who had
sought to divert a plane from
Leningrad to Sweden, an incident
that captured the world’s atten-
tion and dramatized the plight of
those seeking to leave the USSR.
The next year, together with the
other two members of the Commit-
tee on Human Rights, he called
on the Kremlin leadership‘‘toend
the persecution of repatriates
(Soviet Jews seeking to leave for
Israel) and to stop violating the
right to leave the country.”

In September 1973 Sakharov
sent a letter to the U.S. Congress
supporting the withholding of most-
favored-nation trade status until
Soviet citizens were given the
right to emigrate. “‘In our country
there are tens of thousands of
citizens . . . who wish to emigrate
and who, with endless difficulties

‘and humiliations,- for-years' and .=

years on end have been struggling
to obtain this right.” The next
year both houses of Congress
overwhelmingly passed the his-
toric Jackson-Vanik Amendment

FILM CLIP — Andrel Sakharov shown in fllm clip obtained by the
West German newspaper Bild.

linking U.S. trade policy with
Communist countries’ policy on
emigration,

In October 1973, two terrorists
seized Soviet Jewish hostages in
Austria and demanded the closing
of the Schoenau camp, the transit
site for Soviet Jews proceeding lo

Israel. Chancellor Kreisky acceded -
to the demand, provoking outrage

from Andrei Sakharov. "It is
extremely painful for us to hear
that two terrorists could blackmail
whole nations on whom we placed

ALEE I S T e L e

mite lememn

and other leading Israeli institutions
have honored Sakharov.

As the United States and the
Soviet Union enter a new round of
high-level bilateral diplomacy,
the Jewish community and its
friends are vigorously mobilizing
to press demands for increased

Jewish emigration and an end to
repression of Jews. Never in re-

cent memory has the situation of
Soviet Jews been worse. At the
same time, there is an unparallel-
ed opportunity to demonstrate
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We should tak
at the ‘new’ Soviet policies
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hard look

-The Editors: .Before Americans
get too entranced by Mr. Gorba-
chev’s latest public-relations blitz, it
Is worth taking stock of just what
has &nd bas not changed on the So-
viet Union's human-rights front.

Andrei Sakharov bas indeed

_ beenfreed from his exile in Gorky,

and several noted- individuals bave
been allowed to emigrate for medi-

- eal and family-reunification reasons. '|

steps are to be applauded, of |
(e Sersid & beond IS L)
y berald a pew
uan:e!lcdhuhlmlpm
of credit at a relatively small cost. .

" “The 914 Jews allowed to leave

" the Soviet Union In 1986 were 30

perceht fewer than the total granted
exit visas in 1985 and §8 percent
fewer than the 51,000 who emigrat-
«din4979. - . vt

[ their plight may be
#clentifie, cul and

@nd the US. Emprove. in "ty e
We must sof allow that '_&o

. December 26, 1986
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- Miracle of Chanukah
Editor:

The candles that burn during the
Jewish festival of Chanukah star-
ting this year on the night of
December 26 — commemorate two
miracles: First, the victory of the
small band of Jews led by Judah
Maccabee who recaptured Jewish
independence from the mighty Gre-
_co-Syrian emplre; second, the bur-
ning for elght ddys bf the tiny cruse
of oll used to relight the Temple
menorah after the victory.

At this festive season, It Is appro-
priate to remember another small
band of Jews who are courageously
resisting the oppression of a mighty
empire. Like the anclent Macca-
bees, Sovlet prisoners of con-

'sclence like Yosef Begun and Ari -

Volvovsky and refuseniks like Ida
Nudel and Vladimir Slepak per-
severe in thelr determination to re-
claim their cultural heritage and to
emigrate to Israel or other coun-
tries where Jewish living Is pos-
sible.

Jews everywhere pray that these
spiritual Maccabees will one day
soon light the candles of Chanukah
in freedom.

MiICHAEL R. ALTENBERG
President, Colorado Chapter
American Jewish Committee

Intermountain Jewlsh News
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Ethnic groups

By GERALD RENNER
Religion Wnier

Re tativen of ethnic groups
whose histories often have been
.blotched by mutual antagonism —
Jews, Ukrainians, Poles, Lithua-
nians and Estonians — met Monday
at the University of Hartford on be-
bali of religious freedom.

131894

December 9, 1986

eir ob was to formn a Con-

nechl;llcut ﬁuon that could put
-- presgure on the Stlwiot Unlon tore
rassion.

nE toi:l: mliu:m that doesn’t often
come together. Certainly our history
in Europe did not let us come togeth-
er, but in Connecticut we have
an opportunity to overcome histo-

—ry,” Daniel Nussbaum, an organizer

of the conference, told the group of
about 50 people. -
Nusshaum i3 a rabbl and execu-
tive director of the Connecticut and
Western Massachusetis Reglon of

the Nat:’o}m! Conference of Chris-
‘tians and Jews. s
The group 8 red the confer-

ence to heighten awareness of reli-

gious repression in the Soviet Union __.

unite m ﬁfght for religious reform in Soviet Uniog

against Catholics, Jews, Lutherans,

- Baptists who do not register with the

Soviet government, Pentecostalists
and others, Nuasbaum sald. ﬁ
Particlpating were represent”

atives of the Greater Hartford Inter-
falth Committee for Boviet Jewry,
Polish American Congress, Lithoss.

See Ethalc, Page DZ

“Ethnic groups unite in religious-reform fight

Contioued from Page D1

~~plan American Community of the
USA, Ukrainian Congress Commit-
. _tee of America, Connecticut Esto-

- nian Soclety and the American Jew-

"' “We are-not here to feed the
;‘--ﬂames of national antagonisms,”
--but to plan strategy to overcome
“*historical amnesia” about the Sovi-
et Union and to influence political
leaders, Stanislaus Blejwas said.
Blejwas, who rerresents the Con-
necticut district of the Polish Ameri-
can Congress, is a historian at Cen-
““tral Connecticut State University.
__ The conference was “the begin-
+qing of a handshake” between Jews
and Christians of Eastern and Cen-
‘tral European background, he said.
 Blejwas said that to get attention,
the participants had to overcome “a
“mnind-set of the media against Eastern

'and Central Europeans who are

“each others’ meetings an

thought of as right-wing anti-commu-
nists . . , tinged with anti-Semitism.”
He urged representatives of the
ethnic organizations: to appear at
on-
strations as symbols of solidarity.
Nussbaum said the conference
was' inspired by an article on reli-
lous repression in Lithuanis that
lejwas wrote and which The Cou-
rant published in April 1885.
The Soviet Union has a poliéy of
“Russification” In Lithuania and the
other Baltic nations, said Ignas
Budrys, president of the Connecticut

. district of the Lithuanian American

Community, The 3.4 million Lithua-
nians are overwhelmingly Roman
Catholic, he said, but the Soviet
Union is trying to impose the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church on the people.

In the Ukraine, the Soviet Union
has gutlawed the Ukrainian Catholic
Church, forcing clergy and churches
into the Ukrainian Orthodox Church,

which is under the Russian Orthodox
triarch in Moscow, said Boris
pa, chalrman of the Hartford
branch of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America. Neverthe-
less, Ukrainian Catholles flourish
" underground, Kruga sald.
* ' Monsignor Stephe
tor of St. Michael’s Ukrainian Catho-
+lic Church in Hartford, said he has
visited the Ukraine many times and
‘has met priests and nuns who keep
j their religious lives a secret.
. Valke , & schoolteacher in
. Bozrah and president of the Con-
necticut Estonian Congress, said the
Russians are trying to extinguish the
Estonian language and culture and
the Lutheran heritage. She recalled
the Russlan invasion of her country
as “a nightmare” of mass executions
and deportations. “All this and more
is engraved in my memory for now
and forever,” sald Lugus, who emi-

_ grated (o the United States.

n Chomko, pas--
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By ALAN RIDING
} Special to The New York Times
RIO DE JANEIRO, March28 — Ina
major step toward stimulating Roman

Catholic-Jewish cooperation here, the:

president of Brazil's Bishops' Confer-

ence is to make an “ecumenical pil- |’ L _
the National Commission for Jewish-

grimage”’ to Israel next week at the in-
vitation of Brazilian Jews.

Bishop Ivo Lorscheiter of” Santa
Maria, who has played 4 central role in
persuading the Brazillan Catholic hier-
archy to revise its views on Judaism, is
to meet with Jewish cultural and reli-
glous leaders in Jerusalem on his
three-day visit.

He said the trip had “no political im-

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 1987

plications’ and that he would not meet
with Israeli.Government leade
cause the Vatican does not recognize
Israel, “It’s essentially a pastoral and
religious visity* he said-in a telephone
interview. - e

Rabbl Henry I. Sobel, coordinator of

Catholic Dialogue, will join the Bishop
on his trip. The rabbi said he and the
prelate were anxious to prevent the de-
bate over recognition from dominating
the visit as much as it did recently
when John Cardinal O'Connor of New
York was in Israel. .
But Rabbi Sobel recalled that, while
the Brazilian Bishops’ Conference has

P

w.
| 228 dioceses and archdioceses to pro-

no authority to reeognize another na-
tion, a manualit published last year for

'‘moté an Interfaith dialogue had cited
‘“the right of.the Jews to a peaceful
political existence in the land of their
origin.” ~ - .

Echoing the views of American
{Jewish Commitiee, Rebbi Sobel, who o
a Unit tes cltizen, said the Vati-
can’s refusal to recognize Israel should
not deter continuing dialogue here be-
tween Catholics and Jews. ‘“‘More,
much more’’ is involved, he said, add-
ing, “For the first time in 1,800 years,
Catholics are listening to Jews."” -

Bishop Lorscheiter sald he had been

—

‘ish Relations, held 'in S&o Paulo in

invited to visit Israel as an expression
of Jewish gratitude to the Bishops'
€Conference for promoting the dialogue.
The dialogue began cautiously five
years ago and led to the First Pan-‘
American Conference of Catholic-Jew--

November 1985, to mark the 20th anni-
versary of a document of the Second
Vatican Council that redefined tradi-
tional Catholic views on Judaism.

But what many consider the crucial
breakthrough came in December when
the Bishops’ Conference published its
187-page manual to guide Brazilian
Catholics not only in understanding the
history of the Jewish people, anti-Semi-
tism and the Holecaust, but also to
guide them in handling prejudices and
differences that are still troubling rela-
tions.
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Toward Ecu

every Jew.

of this very wealthy, very in-
fluential and vmh"m”isn.
ority, Brazil has become one

a_kecia]ly to Saudi Arabia,
yB

trias that have fought Israel
in ope or another of the five

‘Warse than that, Brazil has
very friendly relations with
the PLO, even playing host
allLatin American PLO
conferencs last year in which

sort of PLO villification, but
which in this case even went
beyond the normal PLO ven-
omaosity.

Some years ago, wl_:.en I

Partly under the influence

All that is on the negative .

Brazil Makes A Move.

Late last : the ef-
forta of %bﬁ% Tane-

" director of the American Jew- ’

ish Committee, a Pan-Ameri-

iogra
until the present day.” -
~ - That’ hapsened several
months ago. By now, seid my

-  the National Conference of
and Iraq, thres coun : \ . ;

Bishops, a new Bra-
zilian catechism, entitled
Feih e e

. pre|
and will soon be widely
distributed. i :

Even though Baltimore
and Brazil are thousands of

Israel came in for the usual miles apart, and the. two |

Jewish communities may not
seem to have much in com-
mon except religion, it is
gooduws,mt y to Jews

also to the rest of ugs, that

ut

despite all the pressure the
Argbs can bring to bear, the
Catholic Church, at least in
Brazil, is interested in
ecumenism.

'

BY ROBERT ST. JOHN .

sidé, but my Baltimore friend
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Argentina’s Latent Anti-Semitism Struggles to Its Feet

For Jews Argentina is a double-faced country. Onthe one
hand, they have found a society in which they can inte-
grate themselves to such an extreme that often pro-
vokes the despair of tne more orthodox members of their
community. On the other, they have to deal with an
underlying anti-Semitism that periodically flares up in
acts of terrorism against Jewish institutions and in sto-
ries of Jewish involvement in supposed conspiracies —
financial, political or whatever — that would undermine
Argentina if allowed to go ahead unchallenged.

One such story broke out in 1971. Walter Beveraggi
Allende, a well-known anti-Semite, wrote then an article
titled “Argentina’s Self Defense Against Zionist Agres-
sion” in which he “revealed” a plot by international Jewry
to establish a Jewish state in Patagonia — the vast
southern and sparsely populated area of Argentina which
has been recently in the news as the site for the new
national capital proposed by President Raul Alfonsin.

The official news agency of Francisco Franco's Spain
ran with the story, claiming to have seen documnentary
evidence of the alleged “Andinia Plot,” which included
such details as a “gigantic natural refrigerator” in the
Antarctic to store food once “Jewish genius” had
achieved “'superproduction of food” in Patagonia.

Although it was picked up by more than one Argentine
newspaper which should have known better — its ech-
oes of the fraudulent “Protocols of the Elders of Zion,”
which Argentine anti-Semites kept on their night table,
was unmistakeable — the Andinia story died a natural
death.

It was, however, resurrected early this year, under
slightly different form, but again appealing to Lyndon
LaRouche-type right-wingers who get high on
worldmdempmswppoudlymnndoutbyhm
ism, Freemasonry, multinational corporations and other
assorted members of their demonology.

Jacob Kovadloff, the Director of South American
Affairs in the International Relations of the American
Jewish Committee, has traced this resurrected story to story to
its source. “On January 4, 1986," he reports, “the
Argentine news agency Diarios y Noticias (DYN) dis-
seminated throughout Argentina a report that lsraeli
explorers, disguised as backpackers, were surveying
the El Clafate region of Santa Cruz province in Patagonia
for the settlement there of 10,000 Israelis over the next
ten years. The report implied that the project had been
approved by national and local government officials. It
included confirmatory statements by an alleged ‘Jewish
leader,” one ‘Albert Levy’' — a surname often used to
identify a Jew in anti-Semitic propaganda in Argentina.”

The influential Buenos Aires daily La Nacion, as well
as many other well-known newspapers around the coun-
try carried the DYN report. By March, Prensa Confi-
dewncial, a newsletter which lays claim to an inside track
on what's going on in Argentina, referred to the “likely”
settlement in Patagonia of 30,000 Soviet Jews, with the

“consent” of the Argentina, U.S. andSovnetgovem-
ments.

Claudio Campuzano is a New York columnist specialiving
&n political affairs.

Extreme right-wing and anti-Semitic publications
echoed and enlarged these “reports” and others chimed
in with stories headlined “Patagonia — The New Pales-
tine?” and “The Beginning of a Jewish Settlement n
Paragonia.” A member of the legislature of the Santa
Cruz province was reported by the most influential paper
in the region to have made a “serious” accusation about
a “planned invasion” of southemn Argentina involving
“England, Chile and Israel”

The umbrella organization of the Argentine Jewish
community, DAIA (Delegacion de Asociaciones
Israelitas de la Argentina), denounced all these bizarre

- falsehoods and last August published a 46-page booklet,

The Jewish Invasion — A New Anti-Semitic Froud, iden-
tifying the story as yet another device of reactionary
forces to manipulate anti-Semitism as a way uf under-

Early on representatives of DAIA had tried to dis-
cover the source of the original report, but DYN, the
news agency which originated it, could not provide any
information on its source. Kovadioff reports that a
spokesman for the government of Santa Cruz (the prov-
ince allegedly involved) “had no information as to the
source of the report.” The governor himself wrote in one
of the newspapers which had carried the original DYN
report that he had no knowledge of the alleged Jewish
settelement and that he rejected any kind of xenophobia.

“The DAIS's booklet,” says Kovadloff, “failed to lay
to rest the fear of a Jewish invasion.” He goes on to say:
“In September 1986 the Asscciated Press reported that
President Alfonsin, on his visit to Moscow in October,
was planning to ask Soviet authorities to permit the
emigration of Soviet Jews to Argentina. The report was
attributed to a ‘presidential spokesman.’ When Dr.
[David] Goldberg, [president] of the DAIA inquired
about the report, he was told that it was false.”

Nevertheless, says Kovadloff, “another Associated
Press report, dated September 19, 1986, quoted a gov-
emment spokesman as saying enigmatically that the
report about the emigration of Soviet Jews to Argentina
‘can neither be rejected nor confirmed.” ”

What Kovadloff choses not to say at this time is that

by remaining silent throughout this whale episode Pres-

ident Alfonsin is in effect allowing this current anti-
Semitic campaign to thrive. Few would believe that
Alfonsin, who as a lawyer was deeply involved in human
rights cases which included a great number of Jews, has
a streak of anti-Semitism in him.

Alfonsin’s attitude in this case, however, points out
to another trait that might yet be his undoing: he reg-
ularly remains silent on any important issue — eco-
nomic, political or otherwise — far beyond the time he
might need for reflecting upon it. By the time he pro-
nounces himself so much public damage has been accu-
mulated that the issue in question has become a festering
sore. It took him two years to face the reality of the
Argentine economy and come up with the Austral Plan;
how long it will take him to let the government's word
be heard on this issue of rampant anti-Semitism is any-
body’s guess.
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New AJCommittee Report Suggests
More Anti-Semitism In Argentina

NEW YORK (JTA) — Despite
Argentina's shift to 8
democratic regime, antl.
Semitic propaganda fis still
prevalent and used by ri t-
Mn;elemontlultnol +ovader
mine the new ;overnm .

This assessment was ouﬂlld
in a report released by the
American Jewish Commitiee
““The Jewish Invasion — A Case
History of Anti-Semitic Prop-
aganda in Argentina."

The report was authored by
Jacob Kavadioff, director of
South American affairs of
AJCommittee's international
relations department. The report
stated that the Argenline media
have disseminated many
‘“‘bizarre falsehoods'’ about
alleged international Jewish
conspiracies against Argentina.

Kovadloff cited a recent ex.”

ample Involving a suppored
‘*Jewish plot’* to colznize
Patagonia, Argentina's sparsely
populated southern region. He
chronicled the following events,

Last January end again in
March, a majo. Argentine news
agency diriributed a story
atating thr.c disguised Israell ex-

plorers were surveying a region
of Patagonia for the settlement
of 10,000 Israell and 30,000 Soviet
Jews over the next 10 years. The
story alleged that this project
was approved by the muaml
=4 Jocal governments.
“iveral influential papers,
some well-known vehicles for
right-wing anti-Semitic prop-

aganda, publicized the story,

using headlines such as

‘“‘Patagonia — The New
Palestine.” -
Representatives of the
Delegacion de Asociaciones
Israelitas de la Argentina
(DAIA), the yumbrella organiza-
tion of Argenlina’s Jewish com-
munity, were unable to uncover
any_information rding the
scurce or validity of the original

. report.

Dr. David Goldberg, DAIA
president, called the story '‘one
of the many lies spread by cer-
tain organizations with clearly
antl-Semitic leanings and a
gener.a.l anti-democratic

Last August, the DAIA
published a 46-page booklet
titled: **“The Jewish Invasion — A
New Anti-Semitic Fraud.”
Despite all efforts, Kovadloff
added, the story of this Jewish in.
vasion remained Intact.

‘The AJCommittee polnted out
that the Patagonia controversy
was not new. It dated back to
1839, when It was belleved Nazi
Germany planned to detach
Patagonia from Argentina as a
site for future colonization. This
idea was revived In 1871 by
Walter Beveraggl Allende, who
wrote a highly-publicized article
reveallng a supposed Jewish
plot to establish a Jewish state
in Patagonia.

Beveraggl recently sued Dr.
Goldberg for lbel over the
DAIA's claim that he is an anti.
Semite. He has admitted,
however, to being anti-Zionist,
the report stated.

A two-year-old antl.dis-
crimination bill, which would
have subjected Beveraggl to
prosecution, is still pending in
the Argentine Senate, and the
Jewish community there is
walting to see how his case will
be handled.
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Anti-semitismo: problema
ainda latente na Argentina

Apesar de estar restaurada a democracia na Ar-
gentina, a propaganda anti-semita no pais continua a
se manifestar, utilizada por elementos da extrema
direita que a usam para desestabllizar o novo Gover-
no. A informacfio fol tornada publica pelo

ig an Jewish C

do relatorio Intitulado
“A Invasdo Judalca; antecedentes. da propaganda an-
tl-semita na Argentina’,_declarg que o8 melos de
comunicago na Argentina dlsseninaram uma série
de "mentiras grotescas” sobre supostas confabula-
¢Oes Internaclionais judaicas contra a Argentina.
Kovadloff, diretor de Assuntos Sul-americanos
do Departamento de Relagles Internacionals do
AJC, menciona um exemplo recente relacionado com
a “confabulag¢do judalca” de colonizar a Patagénia,
regifio de pequena populagfio e recursos naturals va-
liosos na Argentina, e relata os episddios seguintes:

1°. Em janelro e marc¢o do ano passado, uma das
principais agénclas noticlosas argentinas circulou
um informe no sentido de que exploradores israelen-
ses disfarcados estavam pesquisando uma fo da
Patagdnia para colonizé-la, enviando ao local 10 mil
judeus israelenses e 30 mil judeus soviéticos durante
o:;srommos dez anos. A agéncia dizla que as autori-
dades locais haviam aprovado o projeto.

2. Uma série de renomados jornals, além de ou-
tros conhecidos como instrumentos de ?ropaganda
direitista e anti-semita, publicou a noticia com titu-
los berrantes, como, por exemplo, “Patagfnia: a nova
Palestina”.

3. Representantes da Delegacfio de Assoclagdes
Israelitas da Argentina (DAIA), entidade representa-
tiva da comunidade judaica argentina, nfo consegui-
ram descobrir nenhuma informacfo sobre a origem
ou valldez do Informe original. O dr. David Goldbe?,
presldente da DAIA, qualificou a informacéo
‘uma das muitas mentiras e histdrias que determina-
das organiza¢fes fazem circular com uma clara finall-
dade anti-semnita e de agressio contra a socledade
democrética em geral”. Em agosto de 1988.a DAIA
publicou um folheto de 46p. »Intitulado “A inva-
580 judaica: uma nova fraude anti-semita”.

N&o obstante todos os esforgcos despendidos,
acreascentou Jacobo Kovadloff, o argumento da su-
posta Invasfio judalca se reitera periodicamente,

A "polémica patagdnica” nfio é novidade nenhu-
ma, assinala o informe do AJC, j& que ela remonta a
1838, quando havia rumores de que a Alemanha
nazista projetava separar a Patagdnla da Argentina
como regifio de colonizac#o futura, ldéia ressuscitada
em 1871 por Walter Bevaraggl Allende, autor de um
artigo que recebeu ampla publicidade e que divulgou
a suposta confabulagio judaica de criar um Estado
Judeu na Patagbnia.

Recentemente, Beveraggl Allende iniciou um
processo por difamacfo contra o dr. Goldberg porque
a DAIA asseverou, publicamente, que ele era anti-
semnita. Beveraggl confessou, sem rodelos, ser anti-
sionista, segundo assinala o informe.

Desde hd dols anos, o projeto de lel antidiscrimi-
natorio, que poderia ter submetido ao dr. Beveraggia

HADASHOT (ISRAEL)

November 25, 1986
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Delegados del American Jewish Committee

Cordial visita de cortesta realizaron delegados del American Jewish Committee, al Canciller de la Repiiblica Doctor
Jorge Abadia Arias, s informaron sobre los pormenores de la visita que realizaron por nuestro pais, por in-
vitacién del Consejo &mmd Comunitario Hebreo d’;o Panamd. Los 25 delegados del American Jewish Committee,
son todos ellos hombres de negocios y profesionales del mds alto nivel en los Estados Unidos de Norteamérica.




4 — PRENSA LIBRE — Guatemala, 25 de marzo de 1987

Comité Judio Americaﬁo |
terminavisitaa Guatemala

JUDIOS. — Integrantes de

visitaron nuestro

Revy Mikler, David Mendell, Joan Balk

—Llevaremos a nuestro
pais informacién positiva
respecto al desarrollo de-
mocratico en Guatemala,
expresaron los integran-
tes de la misién del Ame-
rican Jewish Committee,
de los Estados Unidos.
que hoy viaja a Panama.

—Los resultados de
nuestra visila seran co-
municados a grupos in-
fluyentes en nuestro pals.
con el propésito de fo-
mentar la inversién en
Guatemala y mostrar a la
opinién publica nortea-
mericana que en esta na-

la misién del “Americ

n,
JEZ)

cién existe un ambiente
positivo. agregaron.

Segun explicaron en
una entrevista para
PRENSA LIBRE, la AJC
es una entidad enfocada a
los Derechos Humanos y
Civiles, cuyas inveslicfn-
ciones son consideradas
por el Gobierno de los Es-
tados Unidos.

Indicaron que durante
su paso por Guatemala vi-
sitaron el Congreso, tu-
VIeron una entrevista con
el Vicepresidente de la
Repiiblica, licenciado Ro-
berto Carpio: intercam-

an Jewish Committee, quienes
ais para llevar un reporte a los Estados Unidos. “Llevaremos
informacién positiva”, indicaron. En la frtﬂu aparecen de izquierda a derecha,

Sergio Nudelsteger y Garr L. Kabn.

biaron impresiones con
representantes de la Co-
munidad Judia Gua-
temalteca y escucharon
una conferencia acerca
del desarrollo democrdti-
co en el pals, dada por el
diputado Héctor Mayora
Dawe.

—Nos sorprende que
conociéramos tan poco
acerca de lo bueno que
ocurre en Centro Améri-
ca. Ultimamente sélo of-
mos acerca de Nicaragua
y El Salvador, expresa-
ron.




December 8, 1988

borough president com-
mits suicide in the face of
revelations of widespread
corruption. Ivan Boesky and a
small group of yuppie Wall Street
invesiment bankers exploit their
“insider” information—in viola-
tion of SEC rules—to make kill-
ings in the millions. Major cor-
porations are caught defrauding
the U.S. government in defense
contracts. |
Fraud, deception, price-rig-
gings, bribery, disinformation. Is
this what American democracy is
really all about? Is it inevitable
that the capitalistic free enter-
prise system rests on dishonesty

and unethical behavior? How long -

can a society-—even a superpower
—sustain the contradiction be-
tween its professed ideals and
such contrary business practices?

These are not the murmurings

~ Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum is

director of international relations
of the ican Jewish Commit-
kee.

Crains New York Business

Must the free enterprise
rest on unethical behavior?’

of a Marxist propagandist. I re-
gard myself as a moderate, cen-
trist independent who voted for
Ronald Reagan in the last elec-
tions. I am the son of Russian
Jewish immigrants who escaped
from the poverty and pogroms of
czarist Russia. Thanks to the free-
doms provided by this great de-

.mocracy and the opportunities

made possible by its free enter-
prise system, my parents were
able to earn a decent, if hard, live-
lihood, raise a family of three
children, and feel fulfilled
through their successes as Ameri-
can citizens.

Through my 35 years of work-
ing in the areas of world refugees
and hunger, human rights and
foreign relations, I also know
from much firsthand experience
that the United States is without
question the most compassionate
and generous nation in human

. history. It still tugs at my heart to

recall a Vietnamese child in a
Southeast Asian retudge'e camp
grabbing my jacket and pleading,
“‘Mister, take me to America with
you. America is liberty. I love
America."

Both those freedoms and that
material abundance are inextric-

ably linked to the political culture
of the American free enterprise
system. And yet as a student of
American history, I worry over
the future character of American
democracy, whose central values
are mocked by such widespread

cynicism, immorality and just
plain white-collar crime.

From the earliest days of this
republic, the founding fathers
struggled - to overcome human
greed and unbridled self-ihterest
by insisting that “public yirtue”
was the keystone of a free society.
As Prof. Clinton Rossiter has aob-
served in his study, “The Political
Thought of the American Revolu-
tion,” “Samuel Adams spoke for
all American thinkers” when he
wrote: *“We may look up to armies
for our defense, but virtue is our
best security. It is not possible
that any state should long remain
free where virtue is not supremely
honored.”

What was the content of that
“public virtue?' Early American
thinkers stressed the following
traits:

First, the willingness to act
morally without compulsion;

Second, public spirit and patri-
otism, defined in 1776 as “‘a disin-
terested attachment to the pub-
lick good, exclusive and
independent of all private and

{Continued on Page 14)
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A Reagan supporter asks: Where is morality?

EXECUTIVE FORUM
By MARC M. TANENBAUM

Business loses ethical base

From Page 13

selfish interest;"

Third, official incorruptibility,
a state of virtue saluted by
Thomas Jefferson when he re-
minded George 3d that “the
whole act of government consists
in the art of being honest,” and

Fourth, industry and frugality,
‘hard work and plain living, the
only path to personal liberty and
national independence, since
these were essential to the suc-

cess of America's economic pro-
ductivity.

If we wish to remain faithful to
that early American vision of a
free republic, we would do well to
examine the sources of our pres-
ent state of values. As Prof. Dan-
iel Boorstin has written, advertis-
ing, and particularly its powerful
TV offspring, has hel form a
culture of instant gratification.

Since piling up wealth and ma-
terial goods is the sign of the ideal
American, inevitably ethics be-
come  short-circuited. Every

means to the end of acquisition
becomes justified.

The great 12th century Jewish
scholar, Maimonides, insisted that
moderation, self-discipline and
restraint are the “golden way" for
authentic, meaningful living.

American society—particularly
our business culture and its lead-
ers—would do well to ponder the

wisdom of both Maimonides and

Thomas Jefferson, before this na-
tion is further weakened inter-
nally from the weight of its nar-
cissistic excesses.

_:: 1S
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Jews around the world. In this pursuit, it has become a significant and
respected factor on the international scene. '

The goals of the Internatipnal Relations Department today fall into

. five principal categories:

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Strengthening the security and well-being of Israel, inter-
preting its concerns in the United States and elsewhere, and
seeking to contribute to the domestic quality of life,
particularly in the sphere of inter and intra-group rela-
tions;

Combatting of anti-Semitism and protection of endangered and
otherwise vulnerable Jewish communities, including those in
the Soviet Union, the Middle East and North Africa, Ethiopia,
and South Africa;
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smaller communities in Central and South America, and
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Promotion of international human rights standards and adher-
ence, including religious tolerance, the right to leave,
human rights education, and respect for civil and political
rights;

Pursuit of inter-religious dialogue, especially with the
Vatican and the hierarchies of the Catholic Churches in
Europe, Central and South America, Africa and Asia.

b ]



Contents

Page

Israel and the United States

The Embeddedness of the Arab-Jewish Conflict in Israeli

SoCiletyscesssssesscsostsssensnnssscsosnsisesvossscassssssssesenssel
Back to Baslc Princlples . cooevrnsssssnnssanenedessasasesenssi(
American Jewish Attitudes toward Israel and Israeli Jews........14
Attitudes of Americans toward Israel and American Jews..........18

Jewish Realities in the United StatesS...ccccccesecscsssssscsesssll

* Africa and Asia

Israel and Black Africa: A Step CloS€r.....ccceveeeccccscecasceeslb
South African Jewish Leader asks for Understandingecssceccsssessl2?
Israel and Asia: A Survey of Bilateral Relations................33

Eastern Europe

The USSR and Israel: A New Beginning.....ccccceececcccncnncnaaa.t0
Poland and Israel' 1967-1987-..‘....-I....'I.I.I.I......’I.lllllk?
The Jackson-Vanik Amendment: Questions and ANSwerS:...ceseesssssd0

Germany

Address by Gunther van Well, Ambassador of the Federal
Republic :of Germanyi:..swssssstssvsssinnanenessdinsanistntsessesdd

Austria

Address by the Federal Chancellor Dr. Franz Vranitsky...eooseee.62

The Jews of Austria: In Memorlam..scessessscsancsscscsscssseesssbd
Greece

An American Jewish Perspective on Greek Foreign PoliCy...eceees.s69



Grcek-Ameriéan Leaders Commend Statement of
Amepican Jewish Committee Official.ccccescecccescococesccecsnssa?d

Terrorism

Combatting Terrorism: Lessons from the Istanbul Massacre........74

International Human Righté
Statement to the UN Commission on Human Rights....cececeececces.82

" Latin America

The "Jewish Invasion": A Case History of Anti-Semitic
Propaganda in Argentina......ccoveeceeccrccccncncnccccncncnannsa 8l

Black-Jewish Relations

Excerpts from Address by Marc Tanenbaum at the
Black-Jewish Forum, Queens College, March 11, 1987.....000000...87

6870-IRD-3
May 6, 1987 /smm




THE EMBEDDEDNESS OF THE ARAB-JEWISH CONFLICT
IN ISRAELI SOCIETY

by Calvin Goldscheider

The Arab-Jewish conflict in Israel is often viewed in the context
of the sensational and the exceptional--the terrorism with an incident,
the headline of a political action or military operation, or the
pronouncéments of an Israeli or Arab leader in or outside of Israel.
Political issues, particularly the analysis of the role of elites in
international politics and the external relations between Israel and
neighboring Arab nations, have become major contexts for understanding -
the internal patterns of the Jewish-Arab conflict in Israel. These
perspectives are reinforced by the mass media and by political elites
but are inadequate basis for the analysis of the Arab-Jewish conflict
within Israeli society. Policies derived from these perspectives are
not likely to result in a reduction of the conflicts within Israel.

An alternative perspective focuses on the embeddedness of the
Arab-Jewish conflict in Israell society. The argument is that the
internal conflict in the State of Israel is most problematic because it
is normalized, i.e., it is embedded in the social structure, in the ways
its institutions are organized and how the younger generation of Jews
and Arabs are socialized and taught about each other. The core of the
conflict is profound because it is linked not to the rare event but to
patterns of everyday life; it is integral to the ways Jews and Arabs in
Israel live and think, and how they compete for economic and political
resources. Because the conflict does not simply reflect the ideologies
of political elites but is embedded in the society and its institutions,
it is not transitional.

-If the conflicts associated with Arab-Jewish relationships are transi-
tory and idiosyncratic, time and normalization will reduce, if not
eliminate, the tensions. - If the issues are political and individua-
listic, then political change and the silencing or elimination of
individuals will go far toward the resolution of the conflict. On the
other hand, when the tensions and conflict are embedded in the social,
cultural, political and economic spheres of society, social institutions
reinforce inter-group conflict. The overlap of socio-economic,
residential, and ethnic differences between groups is translated into
ways of thinking; links between ethnicity, power, and social class are,

An earlier version of this paper was presented as a lecture at the
Lincoln Square Synagogue, New York, May 28, 1986.



in turn, transmitted generationally. Hence, only policies directed to
changing the social structure are likely to affect the intensity and
depth of the conflict. To argue that there will be a firm basis for a
peaceful resolution of the conflict when Arabs and Jews "desire" peace,
implies that if there is no peace, someone doesn't want it and that
desires are the major obstacles to a peaceful resolution. The conflicts
between Arab and Jew within Israel are not simply a question of desires.
Even if a political settlement between Arabs and Jews is reached, the
embeddedness of the conflict will continue as a major obstacle to peace.

Two contexts help clarify the embeddedness of the Arab-Jewish
conflict. One is the examination of the changing demographic contours
of majority-minority relationships. This includes an investigation into
the changing size, growth, and ethnic composition of the Jewish and Arab
populations, the demographic formation of these communities, and the
changing relative proportions of each, now and in the future. A second
context relates to the minority group status of Arabs within Israel's
social system and the perception of that status by Jews and Arabs with
the State of Israel. Here we focus on the perception of the future
relationship between these groups, examining the individual views of
Arabs about Jews and Jews about Arabs. The embeddedness of the conflict
emerges clearly when both the community-demographic and individual-
perceptual levels are compared and integrated.

The Demographic Picture

We begin our examination of the embeddedness of the conflict b¥
outlining the demographics of Jewish and Arab populations in Israel.*
In the 1980s, Israel had a population size of over four million, 83
percent were Jews and 17 percent were Arabs. Over time, the Jewish
population has become increasingly "oriental," i.e., from Asian and
African origins: In 1948, about 15 percent of the Jewish population of
Israel was "oriental”; in 1985, the proportion had increased to around
55 percent. To be sure, the changing ethnic composition involves the
complexities associated with the specific countries of origin within
both the oriental and western Jewish population, the changes generated
by length of exposure to the country, generation status, and marriage
between ethnic groups. Nevertheless, the identification of two socio-
ethnic components within the Jewish population reflects the major axis.
of continuing differentiation and stratification. The oriental-western
division remains of primary importance in terms of differential power
and economic resources, residential concentration, and social status.

1T % The statistical presentation is documented in Dov Friedlander and
Calvin Goldscheider, Population: The Challenge of Pluralism, Population
Bulletin, Population Reference Bureau, Vol.39, No.2, 1984. The data are
official data published by the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics.




The shift toward a larger proportion oriental within the Jewish popula-
tion is therefore of significance as a basis of social stratification
not primarily as a cultural division.

The Arab population of Israel has become increasing Moslem. In the
5480s, 78 percent of the non-Jewish population was Moslem (almost
entirely of the Sunni branch of Islam), 14 percent were Christian and
nine percent were Druze. In contrast, 69 percent of the non-Jewish
population in 1948 were Moslem. In the territories administered by
Israel (the West Bank and Gaza Strip) there are, in addition 1.3 million
Arabs (almost all Moslem) and about 30,000 Jews. Together, the popula-
tion of Israel and the territories administered by Israel has a 65
_percent Jewish majority out of a population of 5.5 million.

This snapshot demographic profile needs some historical context in
dealing with the relationships between Jews and Arabs within Israel,
First, there has been a rather stable ratio between Jewish and Arab
population size within the State of Israel. This is surprising since
there has been an enormous increase in the Jewish population through
mass immigration in the first three years of Statehood and the influx of
Jewish migrants to Israel in the last three and a half decades. Between
May, 1948 and May, 1951, 650,000 Jews migrated to Israel, doubling the
Jewish population; between 1951 and 1985 approximately 1.2 million Jews
migrated to Israel.

* While the Jewish community increased in size through immigration,
the Arab population increased through natural increase (the excess of
births over deaths). In early 1948, when Palestine was within the
British Mandate, total population size was two million, one-third was
Jewish. In mid-1948, the State of Israel was established occupying only
part of Palestine, and large numbers of Arabs emigrated (i.e., were
"forced out" or "ran away" depending on what side of the political fence
you sit). Out of the 800,000 persons counted in the first census of
Israel, 650,000 were Jews, 85 percent were European in birth or origin.
The mass immigration of Jews in the three years following the establish-
ment of the state, doubled the Jewish population and increased the
oriental share of the total population from 15 percent to 33 percent. At
the same time, the Arab population within the State of Israel increased
in size through high birth rates and declining death rates, with little
Arab population growth due to net immigration. The high rate of Moslem
fertility began a slow decline during the decade of the 1970s. The Arab
populations of the administered territories continue to have very high
fertility and there are no clear signs yet of a decline in their
fertility. Hence, the demographic ratio of Arab to Jewish population in
the State of Israel has remained remarkably constant as Jewish immigra-
tion has balanced the high fertility of the Moslem-Arab population and
major transitions in mortality and fertility among all population
segments have occurred. _

‘ What about the future? Is there a basis for projecting a contin-
uous balanced ratio of Jewish and Arab population in the State of



Israel. What are the growth patterns associated with Israel's demo-
graphic mosaic? Several projections of Israel's population have been
made and are instructive to examine not as predictors of what will be
but as indicators of current patterns. All population projections are
based on detailed assumptions about the future of those population
processes that most directly affect the size and growth rate of the
population. In preparing population projections for the Jewish and Arab
communities of Israel, a series of maximum to minimum assumptions were
_made regarding the processes underlying population growth in order to
have a broad range of possible combinations of fertility, mortality, and
immigration. These were prepared separately for the populations living
within the State of Israel and for the larger area under the administra-.
tion of Israel. Four demographic issues emerge from these projections
that are related to our focus on Jewish-Arab relationships.

(1) What is expected to happen to the ethnic balance among
Israeli Jews? We have already noted the shift toward orienta-
lization of the Jewish population of Israel, i.e., the increase
in the proportion of Jews from Asian and African origins. This
pattern will continue in the future but a very slow pace. The
relative stability of the size of the Western and oriental
Jewish populations in Israel derives from the convergences in
their reproduction patterns, balanced by the small number of
immigrants who are entering Israeli society from Europe and
America, combined with the small number of Jews remaining in
Asian and African countries. The most conservative estimate
suggests that by the year 2015, the proportion of Israeli
Jewish population who will be of oriental origin will hover
around 60 percent. The range of likely possibilities is small
and represents almost no change in current patterns.

(2) What about the Jewish majority in Israel? Jews became the
majority of the State's population after 1948, moving to 81% of
the total population from 33% in the pre-State period. By the
1980s, the proportion Jewish had edged upward to around 83% of
the total in the state. Most of this small change was due to
the long term impact of Jewish immigration. Since Israeli
Moslem fertility has fallen, the relative proportion of Jews
and Arabs within Israel should remain between 76% and 79%
irrespective of any realistic assumption about fertility and
immigration changes of either population. Thus, the majority-
minority demographic issue within Israeli society is not likely
to significantly change in the foreseeable future.

(3) What about Jewish Arab balance within "Greater Israel? The
demographic picture of Jewish-Arab ratios will be dramatically
different if Israel annexes territory and the populations
within the territories administered by Israel. Even unrealis-
tic assumptions of increases in the rates of fertility and
immigration of the Jewish population, shrinks the proportion
Jewish to 60% by the year 2015; the more likely assumptions



will move the proportion Jewish to slightly less than 50% in
that year, when the total populations of Israel and the
administered territories are considered jointly. This reduc-
tion of the Jewish demographic majority will occur even with a
decline in Moslem fertility and some Moslem emigration from the
West Bank. :

The administrative and political incorporation of the Arab popula-
tions of the West Bank and Gaza Strip into Israeli society would
obviously change the relationships between the Arab and Jewish sectors.
The extreme scenarios (e.g., the emergence of bi-national state with a
likely chance of an Arab majority or an increasingly colonial-like.
relationship between a diminishing Jewish majority and disenfranchised
Arabs living in the extended borders of Israel) would intensify the
conflict basic of Jewish-Arab relationships.

(4) What about "westernization" within the newly extended
borders? Zionism and Israeli society were founded and formu-
lated by western and European Jews. Will the State of Israel
remain European or western in socio-political orientation? The
proportion of European-origin Jews is unlikely to exceed 30% of
the total population within the current boundaries of Israel
and about 22% of the population of Greater Israel. Israel
therefore is being transformed, and is likely to become less
European-oriented as a political and social system under
conditions of a "Greater Israel." This process also has the
potential of intensifying the Arab-Jewish conflict.

The ‘importance of the orientalization and Islamization with Israel
goes beyond issues of politics and culture. These processes have shaped
the social and demographic composition of the society and structured the
potential increase in tensions and conflicts between the changed Jewish
and Arab populations within Israel. Three and a half decades ago, the
" Arab-Jewish conflict in Israel was between an overwhelmingly European,
urban, educated, Jewish population and a divided,leaderless, isolated,
agricultural Moslem community. In the 1980s, the Israeli-Jewish
population is more likely from Moslem countries, recently educated and
modernized, and economically mobile intergenerationally. The social
position of the growing majority of oriental Jews is below that of the
Israeli-born of European origins and above that of Israeli Arabs. It is
this social structural position of oriental Jews, even for the second
and third generations removed from foreign born status, that becomes
important in the determination of Jewish-Arab relations. Oriental
"culture" or "mentality" is not the primary factor influencing the ways
in which oriental Jews relate to Israeli Arabs; nor are the "negative"
experiences of foreign born oriental Jews with Arabs in countries of
origin the key element in the current relationships between their
children and grandchildren with the Arab minority in Israel. Rather it
is the social position oriental Jews occupy in the social heirarchy
within Israeli society that shapes in large part their relationship to
the strata below them (i.e., the Israeli Arabs) and the strata above



them (Israeli-born Jews of European ofigin).

The emerging Israeli-Jewish population is interacting (at least
formally) with an increasingly well-educated Moslem population working
in urban-related industries, linked to Arab-Moslem populations in
neighboring countries and throughout the world. The Israeli-Moslem.
population has limited political control over its own community, is
relatively isolated residentially, and is restricted by the economic
opportunities available, Israeli Arabs are increasingly in competition
over social, political, and economic resources with the oriental segment
of the Jewish population. In such competition, the Israeli Arabs are
rarely in a position to compete successfully. The structural position
of these groups within Israel along with the changing ethnic demography
shape as well as the attitudinal and normative patterns of how Jews view
their relationship to Israell Arabs and how Israeli Arabs view their
future in Israeli society.

The major demographic questions posed by 19th century Zionists in
Europe, again in 1948, and in political debates in the 1980s will remain
salient into the 21st century. Will Israel remain a Jewish State? Will
those who argque for its Jewishness be those who by their political
actions insure a diminished Jewishness or an altered polity? Will
Israel remain a democratic western society? Whatever the ideological,
social, economic, political, and cultural complexities of these ques-
tions, demographic processes will remain central among those factors
determining the future of Israeli society.

The Attitudinal Picture

How are these structural and demographic patterns translated into
attitudes and feelings among Arabs and Jews at the individual level. Do
these demographic concerns influence the deeply embedded social conflict
or are they irrelevant for the people involved? Population patterns
have profound implications for Israeli society and the people within it
(and some of those not living in Israeli society). To address these
questions we turn to a second context of minority-majority relation-
ships, not in the sense of demographic size, composition, and numbers,
but of power, tolerance, and the attitudes of minorities within society.

The standards to evaluate the relationships between minority-
majority populations are very high when measured by the criteria of
moral-political pronouncements and ideals. From the very beginnings of
statehood and even before its establishment, all the leaders of the
Jewish community in Israel professed principles of -quality between Jew
and Arab in the emerging new nation. The rights of the Arab communi-
ties--legal, moral, social, and political--were to be safeguarded and
ensured. These early political values of tolerance, however, were not
the basis of the Institutions built. Jewish-Arab relations have been
based on, and continue to be based on, principles of mutual distrust.
The Israeli government operates on the principle that Arabs are suspect



and potentially disloyal. Formal and informal education raises genera-
tion after generation of Arabs and Jews not to trust each other. These
patterns may be justifiable for a variety of reasons, particularly given
the long history of war and terrorism in the area. However, even when
understandable, the patterns have profound implications, Thus, for
example, the continuous state of war and hostilities between Israel and
her Arab neighbors has led to the geographic segregation of Arabs within
Israel as well as other forms of educational and occupational discrimi-
nation. Indeed, the treatment of the Israeli Arab population as
potentially disloyal to the State of Israel has been justified on this
basis, as has the treatment of Arabs within the territories administered
by Israel. The termination of the Arab-Israel conflict would not.
automatically alter the embeddedness of such discrimination, since these
patterns over time, and particularly over generations, have become
institutionalized.

How does this distrust get translated into Jewish and Arab atti-
tudes? Recent surveys in Israel reported by Haifa University sociolo-
gist Sammy Smooha*Z show how deeply ingrained are these attitudes of
distrust. He reports that about two-thirds of the Jews believe that they
cannot trust Israeli Arabs and an equivalent proportion of Israeli aRabs
believe that they cannot trust Israeli Jews. Each group perceives the
State of Israel and the nature of the Arab-Jewish conflict in very
different terms. Most Israeli Jews, for example, see the State of
Israel as a Jewish homeland and want to maintain a Jewish majority,
with Hebrew as the sole national language, and are supportive of
continuous Jewish immigration to Israel. Most Israeli Arabs eject these
views. While most Israeli Arabs reject the notion of Israel as a
Jewish-Zionist State, most do not see an Arab State as an alternative
model but envision a State based on a dual language and dual culture; a
State recognizing equality and the legitimacy of socio-cultural identi-
ties for Jews and arabs.

The attitudinal differences between Jews and Arabs are not abstract
but relate directly and concretely to the core of the Arab-Jewish
conflict. Smooha reports that while rejecting the ideology of the PLO,
Arabs in Israel argue for the right of Palestinians to self determina-
tion, for the PLO as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian
people, and setting up a Palestinian State alongside of the State of
Israel Israeli Jews tend to reject these positions. Most revealing is
how Israeli Jews expect to deal with protest and conflict. Public
opinion polls reveal expressions among Jews of rather harsh treatment
toward Arab dissenters. Almost two-thirds of the Israeli Jewish
population would deal with Arabs who do not agree with the Jewish
-Zionist consensus extra-judicially, i.e., outside of the normative

2 %5, Smooha, "The Tolerance of the Jewish Majority in Israel Toward the
Arab Minority: Comparative Perspectives," in Alouph Hareven (ed.), Is
it really Difficult to be an Israeli?, Jerusalem: The Van Leer Jerusalem
Foundation, 1983 pp.91-107 (Hebrew).




legal system through preventive detention or expulsion without trial.
Intolerant attitudes toward dissent and political pluralism character-
ize the Jewish responses to Israeli Arabs who do not accept the Zionist
ideology of the State of Israel. While these attitudes in general
characterize the Israeli Jewish population, they are more extreme among
the oriental origin segments of the Jewish population.

. Forms of structural discrimination against Israeli Arabs within the
State of Israel have been extensively documented. Discrimination in
schools, residence, jobs, and in public activitles are conspicuous.
While the minority rights of individuals are safeguarded in Israel,
minority communities have little independent control over their lives,-
educational system, mass media, political parties, or even their
religion. Arabs in Israel are recognized as a religious and cultural
minority but not as a political minority community. These structural
forms of discrimination impinge on the attitude sets of Jews and Arabs
and are embedded in the institutional patterns of the society.

In most cases, Jews in Israel believe that the State should prefer
Jews to Arabs in all arenas of public policy. Only a small proportion
of Jews subscribe to the notion of "equal opportunity" for all groups in
areas of education, jobs, and financial support from the government.
Smooha reports that fully one-third of Israeli Jewish adults are not
prepared to work with Israeli Arabs and two-thirds are not prepared to
have an Arab supervisor at their workplace.  And while Israeli Jews
express support for the rights of minority groups everywhere in the
world in the areas of jobs, education, land ownership, and fair trials
(particularly for Jews who are in the ), they justify discriminating
against the Arab minority in Israel in these same areas. -

The implications of these attitudes are clear for Jewish-Arab
relationships within Israel for the tensions between western and eastern
Jews within Israel, and for the potential conflict between Israeli Jews
and Jews outside of Israel. As the Jewish population in Israeli society
becomes more oriental ethnically, the tensions between Jews and Moslems
are likely to increase.

The demographic and attitudinal patterns imply serious challenges
to policy. The future population projections are not forecasts. They
describe the current pattern, not what will be nor what is inevitable.
There are few solutions to the Arab-Jewish conflict in Israel if the
territories are incorporated within a greater Israel and the Arab
populations within them are retained. Given the current attitudinal
profile of Jews and Arabs in Israel, the retention of the status quo
will also accelerate Arab-Jewish conflict within Isr-el.

The raising of a new generation on the basis of mutual mistrust
feeds the sparks of extremism on both sides. "Come let us reason
together”" is too often a political slogan that is empty of policy. It
is used by some to show that there is nothing to talk about or no one to
talk to. "Let us put our house in order" may represent a basis for a



" better policy. Israel needs to deal constructively with its own ethnic
‘pluralism and its institutional relationship to the Arab minority within
its borders in order to create a new basis for a pluralistic social
order. If not, the growing orientalization of the Jewish population
and the growing proportion of Arabs within Israel and the territories it
manages will continue to polarize the society and exacerbate the
conflict. :

The Arab-Jewish conflict has become embedded in Israeli society.
‘While the conflict is rooted in history historical rationalizations are
polemical exercises on both side. Moral arguments about Jewish "rights"
to Judea and Samaria are difficult to sustain in the context of other.
moral imperatives, of at least equal value in how others (strangers and

citizens) should be treated within Jewish society. Nor can we avoid the
" continual effects of war and terrorism that "justify" the variety of
discriminations against the Arab minority and is the rationale behind
the expressed discriminatory attitudes and practices.

There are new factors in the Arab-Jewish conflict related to the
" types of embeddedness that make the situation in the late 1980s differ-
ent and more problematic than at early points in Israel's history.
Ethnic compositional changes within the Jewish population, the growing
proportion Moslem, the linkages among Moslems in and outside of Israel,
and the generatlional transmission of mutual distrust are significant
part of the new embeddedness. Policies need to be designed to generate
. structural and institutional equalities for all communities and to
transform the ways in which Jews and Arabs in Israel relate to each
other. The Jewish-Arab conflict within Israel will not likely be
reduced by the continuation of current policies; more likely than not
the conflict will become more extreme. :

Calvin Goldscheider is a Professor in the Program in Judaic Studies and
Department of Sociology at Brown University.
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BACK TO BASIC PRINCIPLES

by George E. Gruen

It may be a fortunate coincidence that the centennial of David
Ben-Gurion's birth is taking place at a time when the basic relationship .
between the State of Israel and the Jewish communities of the United
States and other Diaspora communities is again the subject of intense
discussion and heated controversy. The repercussions of the Pollard
Affair, the renewed debate over the primacy of the obligation of Russian
Jews with Israeli visas to come to Israel versus their right to freedom
of choice, the potential impact of Israeli arms sales policies on the
Jews of Iran or South Africa, -- these are only some of the most recent
manifestations of fundamental issues on the nature of the relationship
between Israel and the Jewish communities abroad that needed to be
defined when the State of Israel was first established.

When the recent mission of the Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish Organizations paid a visit to honor the memory of
Ben-Gurion at Sde Boger, in March '87, they were greeted by Professor
Ilan Troen, Director of the Ben-Gurion Research Institute and Archives.
The Boston-trained historian began by noting that Ben-Gurion had always
displayed a profound sense of history and when the Jewish State was
established he was grappling with a situation that was new and unique.
Jewish sovereignty had not existed for some nineteen centuries. More-
over, the concept of the modern, democratic nation-state in which Jews
were accorded full and equal participation in political life, as in the
United States, was also a relatively recent and unprecedented develop-
ment. Prime Minister Ben-Gurion therefore welcomed the initiative of
Jacob Blaustein, a leading American industrialist and the then President
of the American Jewish Committee, to discuss and clarify the basic
issues.

Mr. Blaustein had been working hard in Washington to enlist
American political support and economic assistance for the new Jewish
State. Yet he always made a point of stressing that "as an American
citizen and a Jew" he advocated a pro-Israeli policy, in the face of
continuing opposition in some State Department circles, because of his
firm conviction that strengthening Israel would advance United States
national interests, by creating "a stronghold of democracy in an area
where liberal democracy is practically unknown." He was naturally also
concerned that Israeli statements or actions not undermine this sense of

* This article was distributed by the Israel Office of the American
Jewish Committee to persons who visited the AJC's booth at the Jerusalem
Book Fair in April 1987. (The full text of the Blaustein-Ben-Gurion
Agreement is available on request.) Dr. Gruen is Director of the Israel
and Middle East Affairs Division of the American Jewish Committee's
International Relations Department.
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common interests or raise the spectre of dual loyalty.

The extensive Blaustein-Ben-Gurion discussions, which included
cabinet consideration, resulted in an agreed exchange of public state-
- ments at a luncheon at the King David Hotel on August 23, 1950. Prime

Minister Ben-Gurion declared that it was "entirely clear" to him that
"American Jews, as individuals and as a community, have only one
political attachment and that is to the United States of America. They
owe no political allegience to Israel." He noted that in the first
speech following Israel's admission to the United Nations, Foreign
Minister Moshe Sharett had stressed that "Israel represents and speaks -
only on behalf of its own citizens and in no way presumes to represent

or speak in the name of the Jews who are citizens of any other country."

Mayor Teddy Kollek, who welcomed the Presidents' Conference group
on their arrival in Jerusalem on March 17, noted the relevance of the
Ben-Gurion declaration to the Pollard Affair. Mr. Kollek, who had been
the Director-General of the Prime Minister's office at the time and
closely involved in the Blaustein-Ben-Gurion discussions, recalled that
Prime Minister Ben-Gurion had stressed that "Any weakening of American
Jewry, any disruption of its communal 1ife, any lowering of its sense of
security, any diminution of its status, 1iIs a definite loss to Jews
everywhere and to Israel in particular."

Those who had recruited Pollard to spy on behalf of Israel, Mr.
Kollek said, had been insensitive to these considerations. "We have to
go back to basic principles,”" Mayor Kollek told the Presidents’' Con-
ference delegation, "and not to try to be overly smart." In an in-
terview with Abraham Rabinowitz (Jerusalem Post, March 13) Mr. Kollek
had already expressed the hope that Israel would quickly reaffirm that
although it sought the sympathy and support of American Jewry, "their
loyalty belongs to the United States."

At the meeting of the Presidents' Conference group with Prime
Minister Yitzhak Shamir on March 18, I referred to the Ben-Gurion
statement and quoted from two additional sentences:"We, the people of
Israel, have no desire and no intention to interfere in any way with the
internal affairs of Jewish communities abroad...Our success or failure
depends in a large measure on our cooperation with, and on the strength
of, the great Jewish community of the United States, and we, therefore,
are anxious that nothing should be said or done which could in the
slightest degree undermine the sense of security and stability of
American Jewry." I asked Mr. Shamir whether he agreed with Ben-Gurion's
statement and whether he regarded it as still applicable to current
issues. :

Prime Minister Shamir assured me that he agreed with these princi-
ples. "We don't want to interfere in the life of the Jewish people in
the Diaspora.” We want to talk with them, to consult, to agree if we
can, on all the issues on the Jewish agenda. We are one people...We
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don't impose our views, we try to convince, when we believe we are
right."

One of the matters on which Israeli leaders from Ben-Gurion to.
Shamir have sought to convince the Jews of the Diaspora is the im-
portance of aliyah to Israel. Most American Jews acknowledge this and
" understand the deep disappointment felt by Israelis over the fact that
the great majority of Jews have chosen to remain in the Diaspora. It
may come as a surprise to some Israeli readers that the Institute on
American Jewish-Israeli Relations, which was established by the American
Jewish Committee several years ago, issued a statement in October 1986
encouraging and recommending practical steps to increase aliyah. The
statement by the Institute's American Advisory Board noted:

"Over and above the 1ldeological motivations that individuals may
have for deciding to go on aliyah, namely the wish to live a full Jewish
life in a Jewish State, it is recognized that discussions to go on
aliyah are frequently the result of positive experiences in Israel,
particuarly by young people, such as extended study periods, work or
service programs, frequent visits, or investments in Israel. Accord-
ingly, the Institute should stimulate and in some instances undertake
programs of study, research and education that would have as their
objective, increasing and enhancing all such opportunities for American
Jewish-Israell interaction... The Institute should also work with
Israeli leaders to improve their educational programs dealing with
aliyah and to remove those barriers which impede successful absorption
of the immigrants into Israeli society.”

What American Jewish leaders from Jacob Blaustein's time until
today have objected to were Israeli declarations that negated the
legitimacy of Jewish life in free societies such as the United States,
or that sought to employ questionable methods to stimulate aliyah. The
most recent of these has been the attempt by Israeli officials to change
U.S. immigration policy so as to restrict the possibility for Russian
Jews with visas for Israel to benefit from current U.S. refugee
provisions.

With regard to this painful controversy as well, the authoritative
statement issued by Israel's first prime minister in August 1950 and
reaffirmed by Mr. Ben-Gurion in a joint statement with Mr. Blaustein in
April 1961, is worthy of note:

"We should like to see American Jews come and take part in our
effort. We need their technical knowledge, their unrivalled experience,
thelr spirit of enterprise, their bold vision, their 'know how'... The
tasks which face us in this country are eminently such as would appeal
to the American genius for technical development and social progress.
But the decision as to whether they wish to come -- permanently or

temporarily -- rests with the free discretion of each American Jew
himself. It is entirely a matter of his own volition. We need halutz-
im, pioneers too. Halutzim have come to us -- and we believe more will

.come, not only from those countries where the Jews are oppressed and in
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“exile" but also from countries where Jews live a life of freedom and
are equal in status to all other citizens in thelr country. But the
essence of halutziut is free choice."

Mr. Ben-Gurion recognized that aliyah must be a matter of in-
dividual free choice. There is today no more heroic champion of aliyah
" than Natan Sharansky. Yet I heard him only the other day warn Israeli
leaders to radically overhaul their cumbersome bureaucracy and improve
- the absorption process if Israel is to attract and keep significant

numbers of olim from the Soviet Union. To the extent that Israel
straightens out its economy, maintains a vibrant democracy, and actively
-pursues peace, it will also succeed in attracting increasing numbers of
Jews from the United States and other free societles as willing partners
and participants in its historic mission. _

6888-IRD(3)/EL
- May 1, 1987
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AMERICAN JEWISH ATTITUDES TOWARD ISRAEL AND ISRAELI JEWS
RESULTS OF AJC-COMMISSIONED STUDY
By Steven M. Cohen
April 23, 1987

The vast majority of American Jews express passionate concern for
the State of Israel, and a substantial minority maintain significant
personal relationships with Israelis and other extraordinarily close
ties with the Jewish State, according to a nationwide survey of American
Jews released this morning by the American Jewish Committee.

The survey also found that most American Jews consider criticism of
the Israeli government acceptable, and those most often troubled by the
policies of the Govermnment are those who are most intensely attached to
Israel.

The study, which ranged over such issues as antagonism to Israeli
Orthodox Jews, anxieties about U.S. support for Israel, fears about U.S.
anti-Semitism, and reactions to the rise of Meir Kahane, was discussed
today at a news conference at AJC national headquarters here. The
survey of 1133 American Jews was sponsored by AJC's Institute on
American Jewish-Israeli Relations and conducted by Steven M. Cohen,
professor of sociology at Queens College, CUNY, who was the main speaker
at the news conference.

Titled "Ties and Tenslons: The 1986 Survey of American Jewish
Attitudes Toward Israel and Israells," the study was based on data
collected in October and November, 1986, through a mail-back question-
naire.

Alfred H. Moses, chair of the U.S. Advisory Board to the Institute,
noted that the survey was a follow-up to a study conducted by Professor
Cohen for the Institute in 1983, and added: "We hope that these latest
findings will provide a new understanding and new insights into the
tangled web of American Jewish-Israeli relations.”

The study found that the percentage of American Jews who express
various forms of strong attachment to Israel was about the same in 1986
as it was in 1983. Thus, in the 1986 study, about a third of the
respondents said that: they had been to Israel (33%); had a personal
friend in Israel (30%); had family in Israel (34%); knew an American who
had settled in Israel (40%); corresponded with, phoned, or dealt
directly with an Israeli in the last year (26%); would want their
children to spend a year in Israel (34%), and considered themselves
Zionists (27%).
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While the respondents who gave these kinds of responses may be
regarded as the most deeply attached to Israel, said Professor Cohen,
about three-fifths or more can be seen as "at least moderately attached
to the Jewish State." Thus, the survey found that at least three-fifths
knew an Israeli personally (60%), said they would regard Israel's
destruction "as the greatest personal tragedy in my life" (61%), and
viewed "caring about Israel" as "a very important part of my being a
Jew" (63%). 'Also, more than three quarters (77%) would want their
children to visit Israel, and 60% say they intend to travel to Israel,
whether for a first or a repeat visit.

The study also indicated that since 1983 the number of American
Jews who are "peripherally attached" to Israel grew about 10 percentage
points at the expense of the "moderately attached" middle group.
"Although we cannot know for sure," Professor Cohen said, "it seems that
the very fortunate absence of war in the Middle East has led some
American Jews, those with the most peripheral involvement in Jewish or
pro-Israel life, to express somewhat lower levels of interest in Israel.

"One thing is clear, though. Differences with the Israeli govern-
ment are not the immediate cause of the small amount of distancing the
study has detected among the one-third of American Jews who are least
involved with Israel."

- One the one hand, Professor Cohen reported, about 40% of the entire
sample said they were sometimes "troubled by the policies of the Israeli
government." But, he stressed, those who were troubled were found more
frequently among the minority who had been to Israel, among those who
expressed the highest levels of attachment, and among the more re-
ligiously traditional.

Moreover, most respondents did not object to criticism of Israel by
other Jews. By a 3 to 1 majority (63% to 22%) -- the widest margin in
five studies since 1981 -- the sample rejected the view that "American
Jews should not publicly criticize the policies of the government of
Israel.” An overwhelming 72% majority agreed that "Jews who are
severely critical of Israel should nevertheless be allowed to speak in
synagogues and Jewish community centers." A plurality (38% to 27%) also
agreed that "most American Jewish organizations .have been too willing to
automatically support the policies of whatever Israeli party happens to
be in power."

Jews under 40 scored - somewhat lower on attachment-to-Israel
measures than did those 40 and over. The difference could not be
totally explained, said Professor Cohen, by the fact that younger adults
had not traveled to Israel as much as their elders had; nor, he said,
was there a comparable difference between older and younger adults in
other dimensions of Jewish identity. "These findings," he said,
"constitute some evidence -- although still weak at this stage -- of a
slight erosion in the intensity of younger adults' attachment to Israel
as compared with their elders."
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The survey also documented very large variations among the major
Jewish religious denominations: on all measures of involvement with
Israel -- such as travel to Israel, knowing Israelis, caring about her
survival -- the Orthodox outscored the Conservative Jews by wide
margins, while Conservative Jews outscored Reform Jews by somewhat
narrower margins. (The differences remained constant in synagogue
members and non-members alike.)

For example, most (57%) of the Orthodox had been to Israel, as
compared with 41% of the Conservatives, and only 24% of Reform Jews.
More dramatically, over a third (34%) of the Orthodox had been there at
‘least twice, as compared with 13% of Conservative Jews and 7% of Reform
Jews.

Moreover, in comparison with 1983, the Orthodox, already strongly
involved with Israel, apparently became even more deeply attached; the
Conservatives remained unchanged, and the Reform Jews, who had been
generally among the less involved in 1983, became even more removed. It
is likely, Professor Cohen indicated, that the increased estrangement of
Reform Jews from Israel stems from their discontent with the growing
influence of Israeli orthodoxy.

Almost half the sample expressed anxieties about U.S. support for
Israel, but there were fewer worriers in 1986 than in 1983: in the
current study, 40% said they were "worried the U.S. may stop being a
firm ally of Israel" (down from 55% in 1983), and 46% believed that
"when it comes to the crunch, few non-Jews will come to Israel's side in
its struggle to survive" (down from 54% in 1983).

"Clearly," said Professor Cohen, "the anxieties over the U.S.-
Israel relationship were less pronounced in the fall of 1986 than in
1983. The earlier study was conducted in the wake of the Lebanon war,
when Israel's actions were being severely criticized by the American
media; the latter survey took place after many years of a strengthening
of the strategic, commercial, financial, and diplomatic ties between the
two governments.,"

These concerns, he continued, must be seen against a background of
American Jewish anxiety about American anti-Semitism generally. As in
several previous AJC studies of American Jews, about two-thirds of the
sample expressed serious concerns about U.S. anti-Semitism. As many as
74% could not agree that "Anti-Semitism in America is currently not a
serious problem for American Jews," and 63% failed to concur with the
statement that "Virtually all positions of influence in America are open
to Jews."

The 1986 survey also uncovered considerable opposition to Meir
Kahane, the American-born rabbi who was elected to the Israeli Knesset
in 1984 on a platform that many mainstream Israeli political figures
regard as racist and anti-democratic. Though Kahane was well-known to
the sample, in contrast to all other Israeli personalities in the
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survey, he was almost uniformly rejected by the respondents. Unfavor-
able views outnumbered favorable impressions by a 7-to-1 margin; at the
other extreme, Shimon Peres's "favorables" outweighed his "unfavorables"
by more than 10-to-1. Rejection of Kahane was generally most pronounced
among those most attached to Israel, reflecting their greater interest
in Israeli current events. At the same time, the only group in the °
sample with some noticeable measure of acceptance of Kahane were the
Orthodox, who were fairly evenly divided.

Finally, despite their apparently high levels of commitment to
- Israel and the Jewish people, the sample also exhibited what Professor
Cohen termed a "tribal universalism." Almost all (96%) agreed that "As
Jews we should be concerned about all people, and not just Jews." An
overwhelming majority (89% to 9%) claimed that."I get just as upset by
terrorist attacks upon non-Jews as I do when terrorists attack Jews." A

vast majority (75% to 15%) also agreed that "In most ways, Jews are not
better than non-Jews."

The data were collected through a mail-back questionnaire adminis-
tered to a demographically balanced Jewish sub-sample of the Consumer
Mail Panel maintained by Market Facts, Inc., a major market and survey
research company. Jewish identity and demographic characteristics of
the sample fall within the range of distributions found in several
recently conducted random sample surveys of Jewish populations in major
U.S. metropolitan areas. Sampling error amounted to no more than 4
percentage points on any item.
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ATTITUDES OF AMERICANS TOWARD ISRAEL AND AMERICAN JEWS
RESULTS OF AJC-COMMISSIONED ROPER POLL

February 1987

Recent events in the U.S. in which both American Jews and Israel
have been prominently mentioned, including the Iran-Contra affair, the
Ivan Boesky insider trading scandal, and the Jonathan Pollard spy case,
appear to have had little negative impact on the attitudes of Americans
toward Israel and American Jews.

Results of the February 1987 poll carried out by the Roper Organi-
zation for the American Jewish Committee and made public on April 30
revealed that nearly a majority (48%) of respondents continue to
sympathize with Israel in the Middle East conflict. This is the second
highest figure for Israel (1986 -- 53%) that Roper has reported on this
question. Sympathy with the Arab side stands at 8%, unchanged from
1986. : ;

Other salient findings:

* A virtual majority (49%) of respondents continue to view Israel
as a reliable ally of the United States. In contrast, pluralities see .
Egypt (41%) and Jordan (44%) as not reliable, while a majority (61%) see
Syria as such.

* Only 5% of respondents see Israel as "most to blame" for the
Iran-Contra affair, a far smaller percentage than those blaming
President Reagan's advisors (47%), President Reagan (43%), and Lt. Col.
Oliver North (21%).

* More than twice as many respondents disagree (49%) with the
statement, "Most American Jews are more loyal to Israel than to the
United States," than agree (24%) with it. 1In 1986 the comparable
figures were 46% and 24%. ,

* Only 7% of respondents believe that Jews have too much power in
the United States, the lowest figure for Jews that Roper has reported on
this question. All of the following were cited ahead of Jews as having
too much power in the United States: business corporations (42%); news
media (38%); labor unions (33%); Arab interests (20%); Orientals (12%);
Blacks (11%); and the Catholic Church (9%).

* A majority of respondents (63%) have read or heard either a lot
or a little about the Ivan Boesky insider trading scandal. When
provided with a description of the scandal and asked which factor is
most to blame for it, only 1% of respondents cite a "Jewish background.”
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'Tﬁe most frequently cited factors are “pefsonal greed and avarice"
(55%), "lack of ethics in business™ (43%), "insufficient governmental
regulation and enforcement™ (28%), and "the moral decline of society"
(21%) .

While the primary aim of the Roper poll is to probe the attitudes
of the American public at large, some noteworthy subgroup differences do
emerge for a number of the questions.

* People who are better educated are more likely to be favorable
toward Israel and American Jews than those who are less well educated.

* People reporting higher household incomes are more likely to be
favorable toward Israel and American Jews than those reporting lower
household incomes.

* Whites are more likely to be favorable toward Israel and American
‘Jews than are Blacks.

* Republicans are somewhat more likely to be favorable toward
Israel and American Jews than Democrats or independents.

* Protestants and Catholics differ little in their attitudes_tdward
Israel and American Jews. '

In conducting the 1987 poll, the Roper Organization interviewed
1,996 respondents in their homes between February 14 and February 28,
1987. Those interviewed constituted a representative national sample of
men and women 18 years of age and older.

The results of the February 1987 Roper poll, which was conducted
before the sentencing of Jonathan Pollard, are consistent with the
findings of a New York Times/CBS News poll conducted after the Pollard
sentencing and reported in the New York Times on April 12, 1987.

Commenting on the poll findilngs‘, Theodore Ellenoff, President of
the American Jewish Committee, said:

"We are gratified by the results of the Roper poll, which testify
to the sound instincts of the American people and the strength and
vitality of American pluralism. At the same time, we are concerned lest
the poll findings lead to complacency. Neither Israelis nor Jews can
afford to ignore those who seize every pretext to incite hatred against
the Jewish people, wherever they may be. We will continue to be
vigilant in opposing anti-Semitism and dedicated to promoting pluralism

in American society."
- * * * *
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5/4/87: ar
AJRC



- 20 -

EBRAISMO E ANTIEBRAISMO:
_ _ IMMAGINE E PREGIUDIZIO
SESSIONE INTERNAZIONALE, FIRENZE, MARZO 18-20, 1987
Co-sponsored by the City of Florence
(1986 Culture Capitol of Europe)
and the Gramsci Institute of Tuscany
Address by Marc H. TMbam, Director of
International Relations, American Jewish Committee

"JEWISH REALITIES IN THE UNITED STATES"

I bring you the warm and heartfelt greetings of the American Jewish
community, in particular, the American Jewish Committee which is the
oldest human relatlons organization in the United States. Since our
founding in 1906 In response to the Kishinev pogroms, we have recognized
the interdependence in fate and destiny of Jews everywhere. We have,
therefore, been dedicated to upholding the civil, political and re-
ligious liberties of all Jews and are committed to strengthening
constitutional democracles and human rights of all peoples, for we
believe the cause of Jewish libertles is inseparable from the cause of
all human liberties.

In particular, I express our deeply-felt solidarity with the
Italian Jewish community, the oldest Jewish center in the Western world
which has contributed so magnificently to the permanent enrichment of
universal Jewish culture and moral spirit. Immanuel of Home, the
Soncino family, Don Isaac Abrabanel, Rabbl Leon of Modena, tlijah del
Medigo, Prime Minister Luigl Luzzatti, have all illuminated the Italian
and Jewish firmaments. Thus, Italian humanist culture and world Jewry
remain forever in your debt for this noble historic past, but as well
for your continuing heroic efforts to maintain the great Italian Jewish
continuities.

My assignment is to share with you some observations about "Jewish
Realities Today in the United States.”" As many of you know, the United
States 1ls a very large country, with a complex religious, raclal, and
ethnlc population of some 240 million people. The Jewish community in
the United States, which numbers some 5,900,000 members -- the largest
Jewish community in the world -- is complex like the rest of America,
and, as is the case with everything Jewish, is even more so. To try to
analyze so much complexity in this brief presentation necessarily
involves distortion through generalizations and over-simplifications. I
hope you will compensate for that by reading more detailed studies of
American Jewry which are available in great abundance. The literature
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1s enormous and unending (and I will be glad to make ‘available our
publications catalog.)

In May 1986, the American Jewish Committee sponsored a "Conference
on New Perspectives in American Jewish Sociology" in New York. This
~ consultation brought together some 50 leading Jewish historians, social
sclentlsts, demographers, rabbis, writers, and editors from major
universities, institutes and journals in the United States, and reac-
tions from several Israell scholars. -

At the outset, the conference acknowledged that there 1s scholarly
disagreement about the future of the American Jewish community. There
is an ongoing debate between various American Jewish scholars; there is
an even sharper controversy between U.S. Jewish intellectuals and
leaders and a number of their Israell counterparts who are concerned
about American Jewish life.

The scholarly debate over American Jewish life takes place mdinly
between two schools of thought -- the "assimilationist" and the "trans-
formationlsts,"

The "assimilationists" see American Jews becominyg gradually less
Jewish and indistinguishable in their identity from their non-Jewish
nelghbors. The "transformationists" claim that the nature of Jewishness
may be changing but that it is not eroding. They polnt to an impressive
body of Jewish scholars and scholarly publications, and the secular
universities sponsorship of some 230 chairs of Jewish studies. Much
creative vitality in Judalsm is also centered in the rabbinic semina-

.ries, yeshivas, and universities of modern Orthodox, Conservat ive, and
Reform Jewry.

Both schools acknowledge that "erosion and renewal is going on
simultaneously in different parts of the community." Assimilationists
see transformation and renewal going on, while transformationists are
aware of assimilationlist threats. Thus, Prof. Nathan Glazer of Harvard
University observes that "despite a drop in the last few decades in the
percentage of Jews in the total American populations, Jews will be a
relatively large minority in the United States for the forseeable
future." '

Dr. Calvin Goldscheider, a prominent demographer of drown uUniver-
sity, similarly concludes that "the American Jewish population will
remain stable well into the 21st century desplte low fertility rates,
high geographic mobility, intermarriage and assimilation."” There will
_be some gatns, some losses, but the population will be stable.

Dr. Glazer adds that even in the face of all those concerné "our

institutions are stronger and pol.itical influence greater than ever
before."

While trying to avoid either alarm or. complacency, both the
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assimilationist and transformationist schools have a deep concern over
challenges posed by biology and values to the body and spirit of
American Jews.

They point to the following demographic data:

1) There is a real danger of a shrinking birthrate. Since the 1920's,
Jewish women gave birth to an average of two children; today it is
down to 1.5%. (There are many more marriageable women than men,
and it is hard to find Jewish husbands.) Thus, Jewish fertility
will not exceed the replacement level, and may fall below it.

Counterbalancing those trends are the following: Orthodox Jews are
‘committed to large families and may offset the low fertility rates
(the Lubavitcher movement subsidizes large families.) While the
Jewish divorce rate is near the national average, the remarriage
rate of Jewish divorcees is higher than for non-Jews. And Jewish
professional women - more than their non-Jewish counterparts -tend
to believe that success is being married, having children, plus a
career. :

2) Owing to higher mortality rates, elderly Jews will become a greater

: percentage of the Jewish population, and deaths will outnumber
births in the years to come. This will have many implications for
synagogues, schools, marriage, leadership recruitment, and other
issues.

3) Large-scale Jewish immigration is unlikely (even should Soviet Jews
come to the U.S. rather than to Israel, and if, God forbid, a
crisis forces some of the 120,000 South African Jews to emigrate,
the demographic consequences will be minor.)

" 4) Intermarriage is estimated nationally at 30% and remalins a continu-
ing concern, but scholars differ about its data and meaning. Ur,
Goldscheider says we know very little about intermarriage; who
intermarries and why, and -- in the absence of facts -- we cannot
know whether intermarriage results in losses for the community or
gains.

However, Dr. Steven Cohen of Queens College recently conducted an
analysls of the impact of intermarriage on the Jewish community of New
“York (1,800,000 people, largest Jewish community in America). He
reports that after a rapid climb in the 1960s, the intermarriage rate is
leveling off. It is the peripheral Jews -- those with a low rate of
Jewish affillation and practice -- who intermarry. When the non-Jewish
spouse converts to Judaism, the Jewish life of the family repllcates
that of natural (endogamous) Jewish families.

In New York, the study notes, about one-half of the Jews marrled to
non-Jews observe two or more important Jewish rituals, such as Pesach
and Yom Kippur. Generally, they have mostly close Jewish friends.
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According to Dr. Cohen, intermarriage does not necessarily mean aliena-
tion from the Jewish community.

While the intermarriage estimates for New York are low, they are
higher in the Western states. By the year 2,000, one-quarter of all
American Jews will be living in these states. In Dr. ulazer's view --
which I share -- such intermarriages are not a strong basis for Jewish

continuity.

5) Geographic mobility is gradually eroding old, established Jewish
communities. Thus, Baltimore Jewry is down 10% since 1968. The
rise of substantial communities in the Sunbelt states may offset
this decline.

Responding to this data, two eminent Israeli demographers, Prof's.
U.0. Schmelz and Sergio Della Pergola of Hebrew University, came to
quite pessimistic conclusions: They argue that low fertility, prolonged
singlehood among young Jews who are postponing marriage, the 30%
intermarriage rate with many children who do not identify as Jews, and
other factors are leading to a Jewish population decline in the United -
States that will continue unless there 1s a large-scale ifmmigration or a
baby-boom, neither of which appears likely. The "quality" of American
Jewish life, they warn, cannot make up for the demographic erosion.

Among the reactions to that Israeli pessimism were some rather
sharp comments. One scholar said that some Zionists, Israells, Orthodox
Jews, and some Jewish organizations have vested ideological or institu-
tional interests in portraying American Jewish conditions in a bad
light. Shlilat Ha-Golah is alive and well, they say.

Dr. Egon Mayer, well-known sociologist, contends that demographic
analysis provides no meaningful definition of 'Jewlshness,' and there-
fore measures nothing tangible of the Jewish moral will. He advocates
an anthropological approach that would go beyond quantitative analysis,
and examine what participation in Jewlsh life means to the people
involved; to study the diverse ways In which people identify as Jews.

That approach was illustrated by references to recent National
Surveys of American Jews. One observer commented that "many more Jews
acknowledge and assert their Jewishness than iIn the past," but he
questioned whether new forms of Jewishness can preserve Jewish identity
the way religious tradition did, particularly in the face of an over--
powering and seductive American culture.

Nevertheless, observers persist in stating that Jewish life has a
higher quality than used to be the case. Jews today are assimilated in
language, dress, and culture but ideological assimilation is largely
gone. There is little sign of efforts to obliterate Jewish identity as
in the past. There Is little self-hate evident among young Jews.
Unlike the 1930s and later, American Jews now advocate universalistic
concerns without abandoning their Jewishness.
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There is a very high level of identification with Israel. In Dr.
Steven Cohen's survey, 77% of the respondents say they would want their
children to visit Israel. 85% say they pay special attention to
articles and newspapers about Israel. 40% have friends or family
members who have moved to Israel. It is clear that large numbers of
American Jews visit Israel, keep well informed about her, and care
passionately about her welfare -- but do not make aliyah in significant
numbers.

But this survey also indicates that while Orthodox attachment to
Israel Intensifies, there is a growing alienation, especially among
Conservative and Reform Jews. Unless something substantial is done and
soon about ultra-Orthodox hostility and repression, that alienation
toward Israel could grow and expand. The conflict between Ortiwodox and
non-Orthodox in Israel has already had negative impact on the unity of
American Jewry, and efforts are being made to contain that erosion,

Paradoxically, ordinary Jews remain concerned dbout anti-Semitism,
while Jewish leaders seem to be less so. A 1986 national survey
discloses that 67% of the respondents believe that anti-Semitism in
America may, in the future, become a serious problem for American Jews.
The remarkable high level of economic well-being of American Jews may
underscore this anxiety at having their social and financial security
possibly endangered.

American Jews worry about the Moral Majority, and a network of
similar radical right-wing groups, who advocate "a Christian America,"
uninhibited lalssez-falre capitalism, rabid anti-Communism, and the
imposition of their Puritannical/Sectarian morality through legislation.
For theological reasons, the Moral Majority are strong supporters of
Israel, whose existence is a precondition for the Second Coming of
Jesus. Jews are troubled by having to choose between their strony
pro-Israel support which is welcomed and their threat to America's
democratlc pluralist society.

On the left, the 1984 Presidential campaign of the Reverend Jesse
Jackson deeply upset American Jewry. His anti-Jewish references to
"Hymie - Town," his alliance with the Rev. Louis Farrakhan, the vicious-
ly anti-Jewish and anti-Israel Black Muslim leader, troubled American
Jews and caused much Black-Jewish tension. Jesse Jackson is running
again for U.S. President in 1985, and is making efforts to establish

friendly relations with Jews and Israel, while maintalning ‘his pro-
Palestinlan, pro-third world stand.

Among the malnstream of Americans - Catholics, Protestants,
Evangelicals, and Greek Orthodox - anti-Semitism remains at a low level.
An indication of this Is suggested by a recent poll in which 82% of the
American people indicated they would vote for a Jewish candidate for the
President of the United States. Most recent polls also demonstrate that
there Is a consistently high support for the State of Israel, with some
67% of the general population being favorable to the Jewish State, while
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being overwhelmingly opposed to the PLO's terrorism and violence.

In recent months, one can sense a growinyg anxiety among wmost
American Jewish leaders in response to a convergence of stresses between
the United States Government and Israel. Efforts to scapegoat Israel
for the Tran-Contra affair; the terrible Pollard spy scandal; tne
provocative elevations to high position of Rafael Eitan and Colonel
Sella; the forthcoming U.S. Government report on military transfers
between Israel and South Africa have reached a crescendo of concern and
feeling.

The right-wing and left-wing press have had an anti-Semitic,
anti-Zlonlst field day with these revelations. The issue for American
Jewish leaders is now damage control, and how to keep further .mistakes
and allenations from taking place.

While facing forthrightly all these issues -- their pluses and
minuses -- the scholars concluded their deliberations with a consensus
statement which I believe is a fair summary of the American Jewish
condition today:

"We are comfortable nelther with predictions of decline in tne
quality of American Jewish life nor with projections of impressive
cultural renewal, Rather, we see the ongoing reformulation of Jewish-
ness within the framework of basic stability." -

87-550
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ISRAEL AND BLACK AFRICA: A STEP CLOSER*

by David A. Harris and Harry Milkman

The recent restoration of diplomatic relations between Israel and
Cameroon, the California-sized West African country, marks an important
step in Israel's efforts to renew the close ties with the African
continent that prevailed in the 1950s and 60s.

Beginning in 1967 -- when Israel captured the Sinai Peninsula from
Egypt, a member of the Organization of African Unity -- and culminating
in 1973 -- when Israel crossed the Suez Canal and entered North Africa
in pursuit of the Egyptian army -- all but four Black African states
severed relations with Israel, either as expressions of "Afro-Arab
solidarity” or as the result of Arab economic pressure. (Mauritius
followed suit in 1976.)

Today, seven Black African countries maintain diplomatic links with
the Jewish state. Lesotho, Malawl and Swaziland, in southern Africa,
were the only three countries that did not sever relations with Israel
in the 1970s. Zaire reestablished ties in 1982, followed by Liberia in
1983 and the Ivory Coast earlier this year. Gabon, Ghana, Kenya and
Togo are among those countries that maintain relations through diplo-
matic-interests sections. Some two dozen Black African countries
maintain commercial contacts with Israel. Many also benefit from Israeli
technical assistance. Indeed, between 1974 and 1985, 3,000 Black
Africans received Israeli technical training at home or in Israel.

Israel's record of development assistance in Black Africa is
legendary. Especially during the decades when Israel maintained
diplomatic relations with all but two Black African countries -- Maur-
itania and Somalia, members of the Arab League, were the exceptions
--Israeli specialists in agriculture, nutrition, housing, education and
a dozen other fields compiled a remarkable record of practical achieve-
ments and forged strong bonds of friendship as well. Black African
countries could identify with Israel as a fledgling state with a
developing economy and a commitment to democracy.

A recent American visitor to Marxist Ethiopia was struck by the
undisguised nostalgia shown by several local officials for the Israelil
assistance of an earlier era. Faced with overwhelming problems of
famine and drought, of ‘deforestation and desertification, of inefficient
land management and antiquated farming methods, Ethiopia could benefit

*¥ This article appeared in the Wasﬁing;pn Jewish Week, Septemberlk,
1986.
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tremendously from Israeli expertise in desert agriculture, drip irriga-
_tion, water resources engineering, arid zone medicine, solar energy and
hydrobiology. Such pioneering centers as Ben-Gurion University's Jacob
Blaustein Institute for Desert Research have made enormous advances in
these areas. But Ethiopia has cut virtually all ties with Israel.

A former State Department official who served in the early '70s at
the U.S. Embassy in Yaounde, Cameroon's capital, welcoming the renewal
of diplomatic relations between Israel and Cameroon, recalled the
"genuine mutual affection" that characterized pre-1973 ties. He
- described the "significant impact" of Israell technical aid on the West
African country, and noted the "profound sorrow" with which Cameroon and -
many other Black African states, succumbing to the simultaneous fear of
oil blackmail and lure of extravagant promises of Arab assistance, broke
. relations with Israel. The exuberant welcome that greeted Prime
Minister Peres on his recent visit underscored the depth of Cameroonian
goodwill toward Israel, which was further enhanced by the prompt Israeli
response to the freakish tragedy when toxic gas released from a volcanic
lake took 1,500 lives. An Israeli medical team accompanied Peres to
Cameroon and remained to treat hundreds of victims and study the
long-term effects of the gas poisoning.

The lavish aid promised by the Arabs to Black Africa was only
partially forthcoming and could not begin to offset the devastating
impact on fragile economies of OPEC's quadrupling of oil prices with its
concomitant effect on the prices of such petrochemical products as
fertilizers and insecticides.

But dropping oil prices and disarray in the Arab world have
weakened the Arab position in Black Africa. As the Jordanian daily
Al-Dustur noted (August 26) in commenting on the reestablishment of
Israeli-Cameroonian relations, "The resumption of diplomatic ties
between Israel and Black African countries is not only a significant
development for Israel, but a severe defeat for Arab policy in Africa."
The paper added that "this development is a bitter result of the split
in the Arab world."

In recent years there has been a gradual but marked shift in the
level of political support for Israel among Black African countries at
the UN and other international bodies. The most recent effort, in
October 1985, by the Arab and Soviet blocs to deny Israel's UN creden-
tials garnered the support of only six Black African members, four of
which -- Djibouti, Mali, Mauritania and Somalia -- have overwhelmingly
Muslim populations. And Western diplomats attending UN specialized
agency meetings report growing complaints from African and other Third
World diplomats about Arab efforts to "hijack" these gatherings away
from their mandated technical functions, of great potential value to
underdeveloped countries, to preoccupation with Middle East political
issues.

Similarly, an American delegate to last year's Decade for Women
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Conference in Nairobi, Kenya, reported numerous complaints by Black
African women furious at Arab efforts to politicize the gathering and
divert attention from the issues facing the world's women.

The Arab countries have sought to dissuade Black Africans from
establishing ties with Israel by exploiting the perception of a "special
" relationship" between Israel and South Africa. This perception has
created difficulties for Jerusalem, notwithstanding Israel's repeated
denunciations of apartheid and assurances of compliance with the 1977 UN
arms embargo on South Africa. Some observers note that Arab countries’
trade with South Africa, though impossible to quantify because of
official silence on both sides, is far more substantial than the very
limited Israeli-South African trade. The authoritative Shipping
Research Bureau in the Netherlands, which monitors worldwide oil
deliveries, reported "the Arab proportion of oil exports to South Africa
increased from 38% in 1981 to 79% in 1985" and estimates its total value
at "about $2.5 billion a year." (By comparison, Israel's exports to
South Africa in 1985 totalled $54 million, according to the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.) Such revelations have undermined Arab credi-
bility in Black Africa.

Additional diplomatic opportunities for Israel do exist in Black:
Africa. Among the factors that will determine the pace of Israeli
progress are: (1) the price of oil; (2) Israel's ability to offer
tangible assistance to African countries, including trade, investments,
development aid and military cooperation; (3) the role of the United
States and other Western countries (especially France, whose ties to
Francophone Africa remain strong) in encouraging a further diplomatic
rapprochement; (4) the state of relations between Israel and Arab
countries (both Israel's relations with Egypt and the recent talks in
Morocco with King Hassan contributing to a greater African willingness
to consider normalization of relations with Israel); and (5) the growing
strength of Islam in some Black African countries, which strengthens the
links between them and Arab countries. (There are 100 million Muslims
in sub-Saharan Africa.)

A final cautionary note: When first Zaire and then Liberia resumed
diplomatic relations with Israel, Israeli officials hoped for a snowball
effect, but progress has proved slow. The geopolitical complexities of
African-Arab links militate against quick developments. PLO, Arab
League and other Arab representatives continue to actively court Black
African countries. Nevertheless, the prospects for further Israeli gains
in Black Africa remain bright.

David A. Harris is deputy director of the International Relations
Department

Harry Milkman is Middle East research analyst in the International

Relations Department
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SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH LEADER ASRS FOR UNDERSTANDING

by Harry Schwarz

I have had the opportunity of reading a report in the 1ssue of your
paper dated April 17, on a panel discussion at the Holy Blossom Temple.
on South Africa, and in particular what are stated to be "the most
startling comments. . ." from a former director of the Zionist Federa-
tion of South Africa (Walter Hess, currently executive director of the
United Israel Appeal of Canada).

One regards as complimentary and welcome his recognition that South |
African Jewry "is one of the strongest and finest in the Diaspora"” "and
intensely loyal to Israel." :

Your report says "He then went on to severely criticize the South
African Jewish Board of Deputies, the chief communal organization in the
country for its lack of leadership and its refusal until recently to
take a clear moral stance in the current struggle the country faces over
apartheid."

I think 1t is only fair to put the other side of the picture; let
me first state my credentials. I have only served on the executive of
the Jewish Board of Deputies since the middle of 1985. I however,
participated in Jewish communal life long before that. I have, however,
participated actively in politics in South Africa for many years.

I opposed the laws which are now belng repealed when they were
enacted. My opposition to apartheid goes back to the days when it was
not so popular abroad to condemn apartheid as it is now.

Also, I believe I can speak as a South African, as a Jew, and as an
opponent of apartheid with some knowledge and credibility on the
attitude and action of indivldual Jews and the Jewish Board of Deputies
toward apartheid.

I think 1t is beyond argument that ever since the National Party
came into power,’ Jews as individuals have overwhelmingly voted against
the candidates of that party. One needs only look at the areas where
the Jewish vote is concentrated to see for whom they vote.:

Individual Jews have actively opposed apartheid, not only since
1948, but long before this. The list of names in politics, trade unions
and other organizations Is lengthy and speaks for itself.

This article appeared in the Canadian Jewish News on November 20, 1986.
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The records of the Jewish Board of Deputies show that while there
were in the past differences on approach, the principle which was
adhered to throughout was that discrimination is not a concept which
accords with Jewish values.

Resolutions urging Jews to promote anti-discriminatory concepts and
Jewish value standards calling for solutions based on justice and
dignity of the individual were passed at the board's congresses in 1963,
1965, 1967, 1970 and 1972.

In 1974 the 1ssue was taken further when the chalrman of the
board's public relations committee called upon the community to "restore
the moral values of compassion and justice and so help reactivate the
conscience of mankind."

The board resolved to call on the community to "share in the great
challenge and opportunity involved in establishing a just, stable and
peaceful relationship between all races and groups in South Africa.

In 1976 the board's vice-chalrman confronted Prime Minister Vorster
at a banquet, saying, that "attitudes and practices, the heritage of the
past bearing upon the relations between our various racial groups are no
longer acceptable. . . We must move away as quickly and effectively as
is practicable from discrimination based on race or color. . ."

Remember, that was 10 years ago. Times were different then. It
took some courage to face Mr. Vorster with these and other statements.

The same year, the board again passed a resolution calling for
change to an equitable socliety and for all Jews to work for the elimina-
tion of unjust discrimination based on race, creed or color.

In 1977, the then chairman called upon the community to continue by
word and deed to put into effect change to create an equitable and
acceptable society.

The 1980 congress of the board called for more significant social,
economic and political change to avoid violence and bloodshed and
polarization and instead create a united and just socliety. The liberal,
now defunct, Rand Daily Mall newspaper hailed this as a "unique voice
which had special significance and demanded special attention.”

So resolution after resolution was passed, eviction of squatters
was condemned, so was detention without trial, the board's objection to
quotas for Blacks at universities was publicly stated.

There have been statements on freehold property for all, on the
infamous Section 16 of the Immorality Act and the Mixed Marriages Act.

The list can go on. The board has made its position on discrlmiﬁa;
tion and apartheid clear. I do not list all the work done in communica-
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tion, trying to build bridges, and trying to help where help is wanted
and needed.

It is not a perfect record -- no organization can lay claim to such
qualities, nor can any individual -- but all in all, I think the
.criticism should be reassessed in the light of actual facts.

The statement that "there is no system of local or regional say in
policy-making for the community at large" is not understood.

It is In conflict with the facts. The board has executive commit-
tees regionally elected on the Witwatersrand, Pretoria, Western Cape and
Orange Free State. These organizations act and control their own local
offices. They all have representation on the national executive, where
policy for the whole country is made.

To say, as is reported, "There is no indigenous organlzational
structure in the local community 'is a major, major (repeated) weak-
ness'" I find puzzling to say the least.

A statement made by another person participating (Thea Abramson,
president of the South African Jewish Association of Canada) as to the
choice facing lncreaslng numbers of families being painfully obvious:
Choose 1ife with one's children overseas, or a life of ease and comfort
in the country of one's birth, but which comes at a high moral price,"
is one I would like to debate.

Firstly, in our community there are many who do not have a "life of
ease and comfort."” There are many who have serious economic troubles,
many have to recelve help. Certalnly there are many who are well of f but
there are many who have anything but a life of ease and comfort.

The statement that the life of ease and comfort comes at a "high
moral price." What is the high moral price if one actively opposes
apartheld, actively campaigns for change in South Africa?

Staying or leaving South Africa is a personal cholice, but is it
fair to say of those of us to have for decades opposed apartheid and
sought to uphold human rights, have pald a high moral price?

Even the South African synagogue came Iin for criticism. It was
sald (by Prof. Elaine Newton of York University) that there was "too
little social and community support being done by the country's syna-
gogues" and there was "a lack of strong rabbinical leadership in the
country.

There is hardly any social, cultural or educational programming of
“the kind which most Canadian Jews take for granted. . ."

Well, if Canadian Jews have better social, cultural and educat ional
institutions than we have I am very pleased, but then they must be
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pretty good.

The lady who made the statement about half a year in Cape Town,
which Institution did she visit? Sea Point Congregation with its
regular programs in the very fields she mentioned? The Herzlia Schools?

We have only 120,000 souls in our community, but 15,000 children
received Jewish education at nursery schools, Talmud Torah and Jewish
day schools. We have day schools in Johannesburg, Pretoria, Sandton,
Benoil, Port Elizabeth, Durham and Cape Town. We have a network of
Jewlsh organizations which cater for our aged, our handicapped, we have
synagogues, welfare bodies.

Our peOple ‘render community service not only to our own people, but
also to other people irrespective of race, color or creed. We have an.
active Zlonist organization, and per capita need take second place to no
one in our contribution to Israel.

It sounds as if I am proud of my fellow Jews. Yes, yoh are right,
I am.

There is a dispute in some sections about the nature of rabbinical
leadership. Some believe rabbis should attend to their communities and
attend to their spiritual needs. Others believe that they should also
speak out on national Issues. We have those that our rabbis can stand
on the same level as those elsewhere In the Diaspora.

That when South Africa is in the limelight Jews in Canada should
discuss Jews In South Africa is not only understandable but welcome. It
shows they have not only interest but perhaps also concern, and one is
appreciative of this,

But I hope you can see us as we really are -- as It is said, warts
and all! We do not pretend or claim that we are better than Jews
anywhere else In the world, but I doubt if we are very much worse.

When a community is under stress and lives in difficult times and
circumstances, it often brings out the best in it. I hope it will do so
in our case and I also hope that in this we will have the understanding
and support of Jews In Canada, including those Jews who were once part
of our community.

* * . =

Harry Schwarz is the chairman of the international relations committee

of the South African Board of Jewish Deputies and a member of the South
African Parliament.
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ISRAEL AND ASIA
A SURVEY OF BILATERAL RELATIONS

by Harry Milkman and Jordana Schein-Levi

Asia has emerged as a region of increasing economic and geo-
political importance since World War II. The continent is viewed as an
arena of competition between socialist and capitalist economic systems
and between authoritarian and democratic political systems. Three major
powers -- the United States, the Soviet Union and China -- compete for
influence there.

Israel has striven to cultivate friends in Asia through trade and
technical assistance. Yet Asian countries that are heavily dependent on
Arab oil, share borders with Communist or Muslim states, or have large
Muslim populations are vulnerable to the pressures of the Arab and Third
World blocs to distance themselves politically and economically from
Israel. For these reasons, Israel's relations with many Asian states
have been low-key.

Although geographically an Asian country itself, Israel has been
excluded from many Asian regional organizations and rarely enjoys Asian
support in the United Nations. Because of this ostracism, its generally
Western outlook, and its dependence on the United States, Israel is more
closely identified with the West.

Israel currently maintains diplomatic relations at various levels
with ten Asian countries: Burma, Hong Kong, India, Japan, Nepal, the
Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, Sri Lanka and Thailand. Israel
trades with all of these countries, as well as with Taiwan and mainland
China.

Israel has extended technical and economic development assistance
to Communist China. Through its trade relationship with the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Israel has indirect commercial ties
with the Muslim state of Indonesia. Israel has also reportedly supplied
arms to the Afghan resistance fighters via Pakistan.

A survey of Israel's relations with several key Asian countries
follows. Turkey and the Soviet Union, which are European as well as
Asian countries geographically, are not included in this survey.

JAPAN
Israel's first diplomatic mission in Asia opened in Tokyo in 1952,

but Israeli-Japanese diplomatic relations did not reach the ambassa-
dorial level until 1963. Today Japan is Israel's largest trading
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partner in Asia -- in 1984, Israel-Japan trade totaled $380 million
--although several major Japanese corporations comply with the Arab
boycott of Israel. ' '

Japan's relations with Israel reflect Japan's delicate political
balancing between the United States -- Japan's major trading partner and
Israel's closest ally -- and the Arab states, upon which Japan depends
~ heavily for oil to fuel its industry. Arab oil-exporting states imposed

a partial but painful embargo on Japan during the 1973 Arab-Israeli war.
The embargo was lifted after Japan made some conciliatory gestures
toward the Arab cause. Though Japan did not succumb to Arab demands to
sever relations with Israel, it permitted the Palestine Liberation
‘Organization (PLO) to establish an office in Tokyo in 1976.

In September 1985, then-Israeli vice premier and foreign minister
Yitzhak Shamir visited Japan at the invitation of the Japanese govern-
ment, becoming the highest-ranking Israeli official -- and the first
Israeli cabinet minister -- to make a state visit to Japan. No Japanese
official of similar significance has ever visited Israel.

Shamir's visit and the visit of a three-member Knesset delegation,
headed by Abba Eban, in September 1986 have been interpreted as signals
of Japan's interest in improving its relations with Israel, which have
been marred by Japanese trade barriers and diplomatic coolness toward
Israel. While the Israeli visitors were accorded traditional Japanese
hospitality, their visits did not lessen Japan's hesitation to increase
economic ties with Israel in the face of the Arab boycott.

SOUTH KOREA

South Korea established diplomatic relations with Israel in 1962 .
despite Arab opposition. Israel's embassy in Seoul was closed in 1978,
partly for budgetary reasons and partly because South Korea had still
not established an embassy in Israel. The South Korean government
currently refuses to allow Israel to reopen its embassy in Seoul;
Israel's ambassador to Japan is therefore also accredited to South
Korea.

South Korea's dependence on Arab oil and its lucrative construction
projects in Arab Gulf states have complicated its relations with Israel.
Despite these diplomatic difficulties and the participation of South
Korean companies in the Arab boycott, South Korea is Israel's sixth
largest trading partner in Asia. South Korean students have gone to
Israel to study, and Israel has provided South Korea with technical
development assistance.

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

Israel was among the first of the Western democracies to recognize
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the People's Republic of China; it did so in January 1950. Quiet
Chinese overtures to Israel to establish diplomatic relations in the
mid-1950s were rebuffed by the Israell government out of concern that
such a move would jeopardize Israel's relations with the United States
at a time when U.S. secretary of state John Foster Dulles was pursuing a
- militantly anti-Communist foreign policy. '

China's Muslim minority, although sizable (it is estimated at
between 10 and 15 million), iIs relatively insignificant in a total
population of over 1 billion. China has relations with several Islamic
countries, however, and since 1965 has actively supported the PLO, which
maintains an office in Beijing.

Currently, there are signs of improvement in China's attitude
toward Israel. For more than a year the two countries have been
conducting talks concerning cooperative projects in the fields of
agriculture and high technology. This new Chinese attitude toward Israel
may be attributed to China's new economic policy, the objective of which
is to achieve rapid industrial development with the assistance of any
country willing to cooperate.

Israeli economic, agricultural and scientific delegations have
visited, worked and attended meetings in China. Major Israelil elec-
tronics, computer and medical-equipment firms have also sent representa-
tives to China:. In February 1985, an Israell armaments company was
awarded a contract to rebuild China's aging Soviet tanks, and millions
of dollars' worth of Israell arms have reportedly been purchased by the
Chinese, although officially China does not allow the direct import of
Israeli goods.

In October 1986, a spokesman for the Israeli Export Institute's
Agricultural Center announced that a half-million-dollar contract had
- been signed between an unnamed Israeli company and China's National
Institute of Agricultural Research, through the offices of a Singapore
firm representing the Chinese. Under the terms of the contract, Israeli
equipment will be used to establish a model irrigated farm in China.
The spokesman added that the accord was likely to lead to other
agriculture-related purchases by the Chinese.

TAIWAN

Israel and Taiwan do not have formal diplomatic relations because
of Israel's recognition of Communist China. However, the two countries
engage in trade and cooperative development ventures. They foresee
great opportunities for cooperation in the field of high technology. In
addition, Taiwan produces Israeli-designed armaments for its own use
under a licensing agreement signed with Israel in 1977.
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HONG KONG

The British crown colony of Hong Kong follows Japan in its volume
of trade with Israel. (In 1984, Israel-Hong Kong trade totaled $180
million.) Israel and Hong Kong have maintained consular relations since
1958, although Israel was represented by a former Russian Jew in Hong
Kong until this year, when it established a consulate there. (Hong
Kong's Jewish community today is estimated at between 600 and 1,000
members, who have come from 18 different countries, including Britain,
Israel, the United States, Australia, South Africa and Holland.)

THE PHILIPPINES

The Philippines was the only Asian country that supported the 1947
United Nations General Assembly's Palestine partition resolution, and it
formally recognized Israel in 1949. During the 1950s and 1960s,
Israeli-Filipino diplomatic relations were steadily elevated until they
reached the ambassadorial level in 1962. Israeli trade and cooperative
projects with the Philippines also expanded gradually during tha
" period. _ .

Israeli development projects in the Philippines were severely
reduced due to the corruption of the Marcos regime, but now President
Corazon Aquino has renewed these programs. Filipino preoccupation with
the insurgence movement among its Muslim minority -- the majority of
Filipinos are Catholic -- is a source of both tension and identification
between the Philippines and Israel.

THAILAND

Thailand is Israel's fourth largest trading partner in Asia;
Israeli-Thai trade totaled $31 million in 1984. Thailand recognized
Israel in 1950 and established consular relations in 1954. Israel's
consulate in Bangkok was elevated to embassy status in 1958, at which
time Thailand's ambassador to Italy was also accredited to Israel.

Since then Israel and Thailand have signed a number of cooperation
agreements in the areas of trade, agriculture, nuclear energy, aviation
. and defense. Hundreds of Thai students and technicians have studied in
Israeli universities and kibbutzim, and Israeli technicians have
assisted the development of Thai agriculture and social services.
Thailand has been somewhat supportive of Israel in the United Nations.

SINGAPORE
Israel's third largest trading partner in Asia (560 million in

1984) is Singapore, which has maintained full diplomatic relations with
Israel since 1969. 1Israeli military advisers helped organize Sing-
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apore's armed forces during its early years as an independent state, and
Israeli agricultural and medical technicians have worked in Singapore.

Singapore has supported Israel on a number of relevant UN resolu-
tions; in October 1985, Singapore voted in favor of tabling indefinitely
an Arab-sponsored resolution that would have denied Israel's credentials
in the General Assembly.

Singapore continues to depend on Malaysia for its water supply, and
takes pains not to antagonize Malaysia and Indonesia, its neighbors to
the north and south respectively, which are among the most populous
Muslim nations of the world.

(Malaysia has a hostile attitude toward Israel and Jews. In 1984,
the New York Philharmonic canceled a scheduled visit to Malaysia after
the Malaysian government demanded that it not perform a work by a Jewish
composer. In September 1986, Malaysian prime minister Mahatir Mohamad
charged that the Asian edition of the Wall Street Journal, based in Hong
Kong, is "controlled by Jews" and involved in a "Zionist plot" to topple
his government.)

BURMA

In 1949, Burma became the first Asian country to recognize Israel,
and full diplomatic relations between the two states were established
gradually over the course of a decade. In 1953, Israeli foreign
minister Moshe Sharett attended the first Asian Socialist Conference in
the Burmese capital of Rangoon, and in 1955 Burmese prime minister U Nu

became the first Asian head of state to visit Israel.

The Burmese have been particularly 1nterested in Israel's success
in creating a socialist economy and well-trained armed forces. Israeli
experts have assisted in developing Burma's agriculture, industry and
military. In 1959, an Israeli-Burmese construction company and a joint
shipping line were founded. Today, an Israeli company is installing
Rangoon's telephone system.

Among Asian countries, Burma has been the most supportive of Israel
in the United Nations in recent years, although it has occasionally
succumbed to Arab pressure.

NEPAL

Israel and Nepal enjoyed warm relations from the late 1950s until
the Yom Kippur War in 1973, when Arab states pressured Asian countries
to distance themselves from Israel. Full diplomatic relations between
Israel and Nepal were established in 1960, and were followed by a flurry
of cooperative technical and economic development projects, some of
which are still in existence.
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Nepal and Israel continue to trade on a small scale, and Nepal's
record on Israel-related issues at the UN is comparable to those of
Thailand and Singapore (i.e., it votes with Israel about 25 percent of
the time). Israel values its relations with Nepal because of Nepalese
participation in UN peacekeeping forces in Lebanon. It is rumored that
Israeli president Chaim Herzog may visit Nepal in the near future.

INDIA

India recognized Israel de facto in 1950, but since that time there
has been no progress in establishing full diplomatic relations between
the two countries. India is represented in Israel through an interests
section in the British embassy in Tel Aviv. Israel maintains a con-
sulate in Bombay, not the Indian capital of New Delhi, ostensibly
because of the Jewish community in Bombay, which today numbers approxi-
mately 5,000 and constitutes the largest Jewish community in Asia
outside of Israel. . v :

Not wishing to alienate its 84 million Muslim citizens or jeopard-
ize its relations with the Arab world by developing close ties with
Israel, India has been consistently hostile to Israel in the United
Nations. In 1985, India and Yugoslavia were the only non-Arab, non-
Islamic states to sponsor UN resolutions condemning Israel and calling
upon member nations to sever all ties with Israel. India has a close
relationship with the PLO, and has often urged Israel to "change its
attitude" on the Palestinian issue.

Nevertheless, outside the realm of politics, there is cooperation
between Israel and India, particularly in the areas of trade and
technical assistance. India is presently Israel's fifth largest trading
partner in Asia. Diamonds constitute 90 percent of Israeli-Indian
trade, the remainder being chemicals, metals and machinery. Israeli
technicians have trained Indians in such fields as agriculture, defense,
health and social services, power generation and telecommunications.

SRI LANKA

Sri Lanka (formerly known as Ceylon) invited Israel to open a
legation 1in Colombo in 1958, following the sale of two Israeli frigates
to the Sri Lankan navy. Sri Lanka abruptly broke diplomatic relations
with Israel in 1970 and voted in favor of the 1975 UN resolution
equating Zionism with racism.

In 1984, following six months of negotiations, Sri Lanka permitted
Israel to establish an interests section in the U.S. embassy in Colombo.
That year, Sri Lanka also requested Israeli assistance in countering the
insurgency of the Hindu Tamil separatists, who seek to establish an
independent Tamil state in northern Sri Lanka and are reportedly
receiving arms and training from the PLO.
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On October 19, 1986, The Jerusalem Post reported that a secret
meeting between the Israell and Sri Lankan foreign ministers had taken
place in New York in September during the UN General Assembly's 41st
session. As a result of that meeting, Israel is expected to participate
in the massive Mahawali River agricultural development project, which
aims to resettle 200,000 Sri Lankans in the Mahawali River Valley after
dams have been constructed and the land readied for cultivation.
Israeli technical experts are presently in Sri Lanka to appraise
possible Israeli contributions to the project.

COMMUNIST AND MUSLIM COUNTRIES

Israel has no relations with the Communist states of Mongolia,
North Korea, Kampuchea (formerly Cambodia), Laos and Vietnam. Nor has
it relations with the Muslim states of Brunei, Malaysia, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh. However, opportunities for Israel to expand
its ties to Asia and strengthen its existing relations continue to
unfold, especially among Asian countries wishing to bolster their
relationships with the United States. 1In August 1986, Zia ul-Haq,
president of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, said of the Jewish. state:
"Israel has come to exist. It is only a question of time for Arabs and
others to recognize it." :

Harry Milkman is Middle East research analyst in the International
Relations Department

Jordana Schein-Levi is program assistant to the deputy director of the
International Relations Department
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THE USSR AND ISRAEL: A NEW BEGINNING*

by David A. Harris

In August, 19 years after the Soviet Union broke diplomatic
relations with Israel, representatives of the two countries met in
Helsinki to discuss the reestablishment of consular ties. The meeting
signaled a possible shift in Soviet policy. Sharp differences over the
issue of Soviet Jewry, in particular, underscore the gap separating the
two sides. Still, the very fact of the meeting, and the cordial talks
between Israeli Prime Minister Peres and Soviet Foreign Minister
Shevardnadze in New York in September, are important developments in a
complex and often stormy relationship spanning four decades.

In the fall of 1947, Soviet deputy foreign minister Andrei Gromyko
offered the Kremlin's support for the UN's plan to partition British-
held Palestine. "The representatives of the Arab states," he told the
world body, "claim that the partition of Palestine would be an historic
injustice. But this view of the case is unacceptable if only because,
after all, the Jewish people has been closely linked with Palestine for
a considerable period of history. Indeed, the USSR was the third
nation, after the United States and Guatemala, to recognize the fledg-
ling Jewish state and the first to extend full de jure recognition. With
Soviet assistance, Czechoslovak arms were sent to the Jews in Palestine
even before the establishment of the state in May 1948. In 1949, the
Soviet Union joined 36 other members in supporting Israel's admission to
the UN (12 were opposed, including nine predominantly Muslim states,
and there were nine abstentions).

At the same time, the Kremlin's attitude toward the Soviet Jewish
population hardened. The welcome extended by Soviet Jews to Golda Meir
when she arrived in Moscow in the fall of 1948 as Israel's first ambas-
sador to the USSR alarmed the Kremlin. After all, Soviet Jews were
supposed to have been either assimilated or cowed into silence, yet
throngs met Golda Meir when she visited the Choral Synagogue in Moscow's
center. The years 1948 to 1953, known as the "black years" of Soviet
Jewry, were marked by the execution of leading Jewish cultural figures,
the infamous "Doctors' Plot," and Stalin's plan, unrealized due to his
death in 1953, to deport the entire Jewish population to Siberia.

On the international level, the Soviet Union's support of Israel as
a counterweight to British influence and a potential socialist bulwark
in the Middle East quickly gave way to a courting of the Arab nations.
Diplomatic ties did, however, continue until 1967, though with an inter-

* This article appeared in The World & I, November 1985
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ruption of several months in 1953 after a bomb was set off at the Soviet
embassy in Tel Aviv and despite a growing anti-Israel campaign inthe

~USSR. As a result of the Six Day War, the Kremlin and its East Bloc

allies (except Romania) severed diplomatic ties.

Since 1967 there have been periodic contacts between Soviet and
Israeli officials in capitals around the world. And delegations,
organized by Rakah, the pro-Moscow Israeli Communist Party, have

" regularly visited the USSR. Participants in these groups have included

many non-communist Israelis. Other Israelis have traveled to the USSR
for academic and cultural purposes. Soviet citizens, including Russian
Orthodox clerics, delegates to Rakah congresses, and observers at
ceremonies commemorating the end of the World War II, have visited
Israel. From time to time, rumors of an impending resumption of formal
ties have surfaced in the press. Israeli officials have on several
occasions publicly expressed a desire to renew links, asserting,
however, that diplomatic protocol required Moscow, which broke the ties,
to take the first step. The pace of the contacts and rumors has notably
quickened in the last 15 months.

In May 1985, the Soviet Union's two leading newspapers, Pravda and
Izvestia, unexpectedly gave prominent display to messages from Israel,
including one from President Herzog, marking the 40th anniversary of
Nazi Germany's defeat.

In July 1985, the Israeli and Soviet ambassadors to France met
secretly in Paris, but news of the session was leaked to Israel Radio.
The report, if accurate, was sensational: the Soviet ambassador offered
a deal including resumption of diplomatic ties and Soviet Jewish emigra-
tion in exchange for Israeli withdrawal from the Golan Heights, assur-
ances of an end to the "drop-out" phenomenon (whereby many Soviet Jews
leaving the USSR with Israeli visas settle in the United States), and
Israeli cooperation in toning down anti-Soviet propaganda in the West.
The Kremlin, clearly disturbed by the leak, promptly denied any such
offer, although it never denied that a meeting had taken place. Viktor
Louis, the Moscow-based journalist often used by the Kremlin to pass
messages to the West, emphasized, in an interview with Israel Radio,
that "there are no grounds for expecting this to herald an immediate
restoration of diplomatic relations,” though he added that "most likely,
it will lead to occasional consultations on Middle East problems in
general."

: At the same time, other Soviet spokesmen, wary of Arab reaction,
rushed to downplay the news. A week after the Paris meeting, Jeddah
(Saudi Arabia) Domestic Radio Service reported that "an official Soviet
spokesman announced today in Kuwait that the reports about the resump-
tion of relations between the USSR and Israel have been fabricated by
Western sources for media sensationalism.”

The next month, conflicting reports on the Soviet position were
heard. A Soviet Middle East specialist, Robert Davydkov, suggested on
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the New York Times's op-ed page (August 7) that the USSR "has never
questioned whether or not the state of Israel should exist" and "has
sought to use its political weight and prestige in the Arab world to
convince those circles that their attitude toward Israel is unrealistic
and illegitimate." But, he added, "the Israeli occupation of consid-
erable Arab and Palestinian territory is the main cause of tension in
the Middle East. It is also the reason that the Soviet Union decided,
in June 1967, to sever diplomatic relations with Israel." He artfully
‘skirted the question of restoring ties.

On August 10, 1985, the Israeli daily Yediot Aharonot carried a
report that a "high-ranking Soviet diplomat has told West German
chancellor Helmut Kohl that the new Soviet leadership intends to take
steps towards improving relations with Israel." Three days later,
however, Leonid Zamyatin wrote in the weekly Moscow News: "While
reasons which led to the severance of Soviet-Israeli diplomatic rela-
tions in 1967 exist, it is unrealistic to expect changes in the Soviet
approach."

In the fall of 1985, a whirlwind of diplomatic activity heightened
speculation that progress might be at hand. Israeli prime minister
Peres sent a letter to Soviet leader Gorbachev via World Jewish Congress
chairman Edgar Bronfman urging improved ties. Ovadia Sofer, Israel's
ambassador to France, who had met with Soviet ambassador Vorontsov in
July, was invited to a reception in Paris given by French president
Mitterrand in honor of the visiting Soviet leader and had occasion to
talk with several Gorbachev aides. The Israeli weekly Koteret Rashit
reported that Peres had secretly flown to Paris to meet with Gorbachev,
a claim quickly denied by Israeli officials.

Attention then turned to the UN, where world leaders had assembled
to mark the opening of the General Assembly and the UN's 40th anniver-
sary. Israeli foreign minister Shamir held meetings with counterparts
from Bulgaria, Hungary, and Poland, the last resulting in an agreement
to expand bilateral ties, including, significantly, an accord to
establish low-level diplomatic links, the first such reestablishment of
ties with a Warsaw Pact country since 1967. Since such a step could not
possibly have been taken without the Kremlin's assent, further specula-
tion on a possible Soviet-Israeli rapprochement was fueled. Still, the
continued trickle of Jewish emigration from the USSR -- an average of
fewer than 100 per month compared with a monthly rate of more than 4,000
in 1979 -- and an intensified campaign against Soviet Jewish activists
raised concern in some quarters that Moscow's diplomatic initiatives
were simply a shrewd public-relations ploy, timed to coincide with the
November Reagan-Gorbachev summit.

Prime Minister Peres, addressing the UN in October, declared his
willingness to place Middle East peace talks under international
auspices, a long-standing Soviet demand, if Moscow would agree to resume
diplomatic ties. At the same time, he reiterated profound concern for
the fate of Soviet Jewry. In Washington, Peres urged President Reagan
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to raise the issue§ of diplomatic ties and emigration with Gorbachev in
Geneva. -

Rumors of.a large-scale airlift of Soviet Jews to Israel via Warsaw
began to circulate, particularly after Edgar Bronfman's visit to Moscow
at the end of September, his subsequent meetings with Polish officials

- in Warsaw, and President Mitterrand's talks with Polish leaders. On

October 30, 1985, Agence France Presse reported that a delegation from
El Al, Israel's national airline, had visited Moscow and discussed the
logistics of such an airlift. The report speculated about a possible
route via Bucharest (which had been a transit point for some exiting
Soviet Jews in 1972-73), although other reports spoke of Warsaw.

The Israell absorption minister heightened speculation when,
according to the Jerusalem Post's international edition of November 2,
he revealed that he was expecting "thousands of Soviet Jews" to arrive
in Israel soon.

- Two weeks later, another Israeli paper, Hadashot, reported that
"the Soviet Union will soon decide whether to resume its diplomatic
relations with Israel. The final decision depends on the success of the
summit meeting between Reagan and Gorbachev....This message was deliv-
ered to Israel by a senior Soviet diplomat who conferred with a senior
Israeli diplomat in New York last week."

| -Reports from the November summit indicate that President Reagan
did, indeed, raise the issue of Jewish emigration in his private

meetings with the Soviet leader and that the Middle East, not unexpec-

tedly, figured prominently in their discussion of pressing regional
issues. '

Despite this flurry of rumors, Prime Minister Peres apparently
concluded by mid-December, as he stated at a press conference in Geneva,
that no fundamental change in Soviet policy toward either Israel or
Soviet Jewry could be discerned. Then, unexpectedly, a front-page New
York Times story at the end of December reported a meeting in New York
between a Soviet embassy official and an American Jewish representative

in which the latter was allegedly told of the prospect of diplomatic

ties by February 1986, perhaps in connection with the 27th Soviet
Communist Party Congress.

In a further effort to allay the fears of some Arab countries
(significantly, neither Egypt nor Jordan protested reports of a possible
resumption of Soviet-Israeli diplomatic ties, largely because they
believed it might spur progress toward their goal, shared by Moscow, of
an international conference on Middle East peace), Moscow International
Service broadcast 1n Arabic on December 27 a message to the Arab
world: "They [the Western media] have begun to propagate rumors about
preparations to restore diplomatic relations between the Soviet Union
and Israel and, as is the case now, about Soviet Jews leaving the
country on a larger scale to the promised land of Zionism. The aim of
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such campaigns is to spread feelings of mistrust and doubt in the
friendly Arab countries toward their friend, the Soviet Union, and to
convince Arabs that the Soviet Union has agreed, behind their backs, to
something that can only arouse their concern....The fabrications of the
Western media are just baseless."

Undaunted, Israeli officials continued to hope that changing
East-West conditions and a new Kremlin foreign-policy team, including
Anatoly Dobrynin, former Soviet ambassador to the United States, might
lead to changes in the Soviet posture. In March 1986, during a visit to
Israel, the Finnish foreign minister agreed to convey to Moscow Israel's
ongoing concern about both diplomatic ties and emigration. (Finland has’
represented Soviet diplomatic interests in Israel since 1967, while the
Netherlands has represented Israel in the USSR.) :

The announcement of the Helsinki talks on consular ties in August
suggested that the Kremlin, after considerable hesitation, had finally
decided to test the waters, and to do so prior to the scheduled October
transfer of power in Israel from Shimon Peres to Yitzhak Shamir. In an
attempt to minimize the talks' political significance, Soviet spokesmen
attributed them to concerns of the Russian Orthodox Church. The church
has important real estate and other interests in the Holy Land that
would undoubtedly be served by the resumption of low-level diplomatic
ties. But this is surely not an adequate explanation for the resumption
of diplomatic talks after 19 years. The complex web of Soviet-Arab ties
and problems of Soviet-American relations, together with internal
factors, including policy toward Jews, strongly suggest that the USSR
may have broader objectives.

What could the Kremlin hope to achieve by embarking on a process
that might lead to restored diplomatic ties with Israel?

(1) 1In diplomacy there is seldom a substitute for the role played
by diplomats, in situ, charged with representing a country's interests
and -monitoring local developments. The absence of a permanent Soviet
presence in Israel is a serious lack for the Kremlin, one that cannot be
adequately filled by iconoclastic Romania, the only Soviet ally that
currently maintains an embassy in the Jewish state. In fact, the USSR
has only infrequently used diplomatic rupture as a weapon, realizing
that it can, at times, prove counterproductive. (A number of State
Department figures contend that the United States learned the same
lesson when, as a reaction to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan,
Washington canceled a consular exchange agreement with the USSR that
would have permitted the opening of an American consulate in Kiev.) In
fact, several knowledgeable Soviet officials have privately noted to
Westerners that the Kremlin seriously erred in breaking off ties with
Israel in 1967 rather than expressing its ire at the time by, say,
merely recalling its ambassador.

(2) The USSR is anxious to position itself at the center of Middle
East affairs. For too long it has ceded primacy in the region to
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Washington, in part because even Moscow's Arab friends have recognized
that only the United States is in a position to talk to both sides in
the Arab-Israel equation, leaving Moscow to play a marginal (and usually
disruptive) role only. Success in brokering a resolution of the Golan
Heights issue would demonstrate to Arab states not only the Kremlin's
value as a patron (in this case of Syria) but also its ability to
influence events in the region.

(3) The Kremlin believes it might well enhance its image in the
West, particularly in the United States, if it reestablishes ties with
Israel. Were the Helsinki and New York talks timed to soften U.S.
public opinion on the eve of a new round of superpower diplomacy? .
Indeed, when plans for expansion of Polish-Israeli ties were first .
revealed last year, speculation on the motives focused, in part, on
Poland's desire to improve its badly tarnished image in Washington and
to strengthen economic ties with the United States.

For Israel, there would be several advantages to the reestablish-
ment of diplomatic ties: .

(1) Any agreement on the resumption of diplomatic ties would
likely include provision for increased Soviet Jewish emigration. Such a
provision is indispensable to Israel. But former prisoner of conscience
Anatoly Shcharansky has forcefully urged Jerusalem not to move on the
diplomatic front at all until the Kremlin first permits large-scale
‘Jewish emigration.

(2) It might enable the Jewish state to achieve its desire of
direct flights from Moscow to Israel, thereby preventing the emigrants'
"dropping out.” Until now, Vienna has been the transit point for
exiting Soviet Jews, and the Austrian government has always insisted on
their right to choose their final destination.

(3) It would give Israel the chance to reestablish a physical
presence in the USSR. During the 19 years when the two states main-
tained diplomatic ties, the presence of an Israeli embassy in Moscow had
significant symbolic value for the 2 million isolated Soviet Jews.

(4) Resumption of ties with Moscow® would reduce the diplomatic
isolation imposed on Israel in 1967 by the Warsaw Pact countries.
Indeed, it could augur a renewal of links with other countries, in both
the East Bloc and the Third World, that severed ties between 1967 and
1973. Since its creation, one of Israel's primary foreign-policy goals
has been universal diplomatic acceptance.

Of course, resumption of diplomatic ties would entail serious
risks for both sides. For the Kremlin, it could strain relations with
such Arab states as Syria, Libya and Algeria unless Moscow could induce
Israell withdrawal from the administered territories and action on the
Palestinians. Too, the Kremlin worries about the potential impact on
the Soviet Jewish population of an Israeli embassy and a cadre of
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Israeli diplomats in the USSR. From Jerusalem's viewpoint, acceptance
of a Soviet role in the Arab-Israell peace process could complicate
chances for a settlement. It might also lead to differences with
Washington. Finally, if the Israeli government failed to achieve
substantial progress on the emigration question, the government would
face a serious domestic backlash.

Observers will be closely watching the progress of the diplomatic
contacts, as well as the rate of Soviet Jewish emigration, and the
development of ties between Israel and Eastern Europe -- especially with
Hungary, which is likely be the next country to restore formal relations
-- to determine whether a new chapter in Soviet-Israell relations is
truly unfolding. :

David A. Harris is deputy director of the International Relations
Department
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Poland and Israel, 1967-1987
by David A, Harris
Deputy Director, International Relations
The American Jewish Committee

Twenty years ago, following the Kremlin's lead, Poland severed
diplomatic ties with Israel during the Six-Day War. Like the other
Warsaw Pact nations, with the exception of iconoclastic Romania, Poland
maintained no diplomatic links with the Jewish State until last year,
when it became the first Soviet-bloc country to restore low-level
relations. Today, fledgling political and economic ties are emerging,
while cultural and tourist connections develop. Although progress is
slow, the significance of these bilateral steps should not be minimized.

Poland supported the establishment of Israel and maintained
diplomatic ties until Israel's 1967 victory over its Arab enemles. The
few remaining nondiplomatic links -- commercial and cultural -- that
survived the break ended the following year when the Gomulka regime,
faced with pressing economic problems and domestic unrest, sought a
convenient scapegoat -- the country's remaining 20,000 Jews ~-- and
embarked on a viclous anti-Zionist, anti-Semitic campaign. Polish
leaders charged "Zionist centers In the West" with an anti-Polish
conspiracy and accused Israel of "using Nazi methods against the Arabs."
Jews were purged from key positions in the political, economic, cul-
tural, and academic spheres and encouraged to emigrate. Many did. Some
12,000 left in 1968 and 1969, resettling primarily in Western Europe
-- especially Denmark and Sweden -- North America and Israel.

With no political or commercial ties left, the principal links
between the two countries were Holocaust-related activities: Yad Vashem,
which continued its research on the Holocaust and the naming of Right-
eous Gentiles (as of December 1986, the Israel-based institution had
honored 2,074 Polish citizens, the second largest national group after
the Dutch); the International Janusz Korczak Society, named after the
Warsaw Jewlsh doctor who saved numerous children during the Holocaust
and who has been honored both by Poland and Israel; and ceremonies
marking anniversaries of the 1943 Warsaw ghetto uprising.

Another link has been the Polska Kasa Opleki (PKO) Bank in Tel
Aviv. Founded in Poland in 1929, the PKO opened a branch in Tel Aviv in
1933 -- one of only three overseas branches, the others being in Paris
and Buenos Alres -- to attract business from the growing number of
Polish immigrants in Palestine, later Israel. A Polish-owned bank, it
remained open even after the diplomatic break in 1967, offering the full
range of banking services and facilitating the transfer of money to
Poles who hid Jews during World War II.
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Other than an hour-long meeting between the Israell and Polish
foreign ministers in New York in 1981, no significant diplomatic contact
occurred until the fall of 1985, Then, against the backdrop of the new
Kremlin leadership, Yitzhak Shamir, Israel's foreign minister, met in
New York with the Pollsh foreign minister (and, separately, with the
Bulgarian and Hungarian foreign ministers). To bolster the view that
something potentially important was afoot, Poland, for the first time in
1985 and again In 1986, distanced itself from the USSR and was recorded

as absent from the annual Arab/Soviet effort at the UN General Assembly
to deny Israel its credentials. ' '

Following the New York meeting, Israell and Polish officials
continued to meet, reaching agreement to restore limited diplomatic ties
and to renew cultural, tourism, and other links. By the fall of 1986,
Mordechal Bar-Zur, who had served as Israel's ambassador to the Domini-
can Republic, was named to head Israel's interest section in the old
Israel Embassy building vacated 19 years earlier. The Polish team moved
into the PKO Bank on Allenby Street iIn Tel Aviv. Technically, the top
representatives were accorded "second secretary" diplomatic status.

At the same time, a surge in cultural exchanges was taking place.
In 1985 and 1986, Israeli and Polish ballet, opera, and theater com-
panies exchanged visits. With a resurgence of interest in Jewish
topics, and the legacy of a once-flourishing pre-war Jewish community
that had numbered 3 million, there has been growing interest in Poland
in contacts with Israel and world Jewry. In Israel, the presence of a
sizable population that traces its roots to Poland has stirred interest
in both cultural and tourism opportunities. Still, for Polish-born
Israells memories of their former homeland are understandably complex,

dominated by the almost complete devastation of Polish Jewry during the
Nazi period.

Why the sudden change in Polish political attitudes in 1985 and
19867 Clearly, the accession to power of Gorbachev in Moscow greatly in-
fluenced events. Cognizant of the Kremlin's mistake in 1967 in severing
ties with Israel and thereby relinquishing primacy in the Middle East to
the United States, the only superpower able to speak to all sides in the
Arab-Israeli conflict, the new Soviet team moved quickly to test the
waters for a more activist diplomacy in the area. What better way to

send a signal than by use of a proxy, Poland, that clearly stood to
benefit from the move?

After all, Poland suffered from a serious image problem in the West
arising from the imposition of martial law in December 1981, brutal
suppression of the Solidarity movement, and widespread imprisonment of
political and Catholic Church activists. It also suffered from severe
economic difficulties, made worse by the imposition of U.S. economic
sanctions, in December 1981 and October 1982, that denied Poland
most-favored-nation trade status and access to official U.S. credits and
credit guarantees. Renewing ties with Israel (and American Jews, whose
friendship Poland has also sought) would help generate support for



- 49 -

Poland's efforts to improve its international position, especially in
Washington. (The sanctions, in fact, were lifted by President Reagan in
February 1987 in response to a Polish political amnesty last September
and other liberalizing steps.) And it was a low-cost move. With only a
few thousand aging Jews left In the country, Poland, unlike the USSR,
- has little to fear from a nationalist revival inspired by the flying of
the Israeli flag in the capital. And it calculated that the interest of
Israeli and Diaspora Jewry in searching out roots, restoring dilapidated
synagogues and neglected cemeteries, and preserving the memory of the

Holocaust could provide an influx of tourists and the possibility of
Joint projects.

Israel has made no secret of its desire since 1967 to restore ties
with the Eastern-bloc countries. It saw Warsaw's move as a possible
harbinger of similar steps by other Warsaw Pact countries, including,
ultimately, the USSR. Too, it believed that Warsaw's move might
encourage Third World countries that broke ties in the early 1970s to
follow the Polish example. Finally, in 1985, Israel believed that Poland
might become the long-sought East European transit point where emigrat-
ing Soviet Jews could transfer directly to Israel, avoiding Vienna and
the prospect of migration to countries other than Israel. Indeed, in
the fall of 1985, there was a flurry of press reports, which later
proved untrue, that Polish leader General Jaruzelskl, after meeting with
French president Mitterrand in Paris and World Jewish Congress president
Edgar Bronfman in Warsaw, had agreed, with Soviet backing, to permit the
Polish capital to serve as a transit point for the emigration of
thousands of Soviet Jews. Recent reports, however, Iindicate that the
Kremlin, as part of its current minuet with Israel, has decided to send
Soviet Jews to Israel via Romania, a country that maintains full
diplomatic ties with Israel and has existing air links.

~ The prospect is for continued advances between Israel and Poland in
the area of human contacts, the establishment of limited economic ties,1
and maintenance of a low-key political relationship until such time as
the Kremlin might decide to gamble for higher stakes in the Middle East.
But considering where the relationship was just after June 1967 the
progress is indisputable and welcome.

There are reports, in light of Israel's decision to reduce its ties
with South Africa, a supplier of coal, of a possible barter arrange-
ment involving Polish coal and Israeli agricultural products and
electronic equipment.

April 1987
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THE JACKSON VANIK AMENDMENT
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

by David Geller

In the past year, the Jackson-Vanik Amendment -- by which Congress
linked U.S. trade policy toward the Soviet Union with the human rights
policies of the Soviet government -- has come under increasing attack
from groups interested in expanding U.S.-Soviet trade. Several pro-
minent senators, including Senate Majority Leader Robert Dole of Kansas,
have called for a review of U.S. trade policy toward the Soviet Union. A
number of Jewish leaders have indicated that they would support waiving
Jackson-Vanik restrictions i1f the Soviets permitted increased Jewish
emigration.

The Jackson-Vanik Amendment, which originally had strong support in
Congress and was endorsed by Presidents Ford, Carter, and Reagan,
promises to become again a controversial public issue. The following
brief facts, in question-and-answer format, may be helpful to the
concerned citizen. ;

Q. What is the Jackson-Vanik Amendment?

A. The Jackson-Vanik Amendment to the Trade Reform Act of 1974
“instructs the president to refuse most-favored-nation (MFN) status and
U.S. government and investment guarantees to any "nonmarket economy"
(communist) country that denies its citizens the right or opportunity to
emigrate, imposes more than a nominal tax on emigration, or penalizes
citizens as a consequence of their desire to emigrate. (MFN status
entitles a country to the lowest customs duties applied to any country
trading with the United States.) The President 1s authorized to waive
these restrictions if he certifies to Congress that such a waiver will
promote the objective of free emigration or that he has received
assurances from the country receiving the waiver that its emigration
policies will be liberalized.

The Amendment was sponsored by Senator Henry M. Jackson of Wash-
ington and Representative Charles Vanik of Ohio. Other congressmen who
played major roles in securing passage of the Amendment were Senators
Jacob Javits and Abraham Ribicoff and Representatives Wilbur Mills and
Sidney Yates.

Passed by large majorities in both houses of Congress, the Amend-
ment was signed into law by President Gerald Ford on Jan. 3, 1975 as the
Freedom of Emigration Amendment of the Trade Reform Act. '
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Q. What prompted the Jackson-Vanik Amendment?

A. In 1972, at the same time that it was requesting substantial
economic and technical assistance from the United States, the Soviet
government announced that all emigrants would be required to pay a tax
ostensibly covering the cost of the education they had received in the
"USSR. The tax was high and clearly punitive, since it did not take into
account that the emigrant's education had already been paid for through
hidden taxes on the earnings of his or her parents nor that, upon
graduation, people were assigned jobs for one or two years at very low
salaries to help make up to the state the expense of educating them.

Q. Does the Amendment apply to all Communist countries?

A. It applies to all communist countries except Yugoslavia and Poland,
which had been granted MFN status in 1964 when President Lyndon Johnson
declared that those countries were substantially independent of the
Soviet Union. Later, MFN was granted to Romania in 1975, to Hungary in
1977 and to China in 1980.

Q. What was the Soviet response to passage of the Jackson-Vanik
Amendment?

A. In October 1974, in an exchange of letters with Senator Jackson,
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger conveyed assurances from the Soviet
government that harassment of emigration applicants would cease and that
the number of visas would "rise to correspond to the number of appli-
cants."

In his reply, Senator Jackson spelled out Congress's understanding
-of the "assurances" mentioned in Secretary Kissinger's letter: "We .
understand that the actual number of emigrants will rise promptly from
the 1973 level and will continue to rise to correspond to the number of
applicants, and may therefore exceed 60,000 per annum. We would "
consider a benchmark -- a minimum standard of compliance -- to be the
issuance of visas at the rate of 60,000 per annum ...."

On Dec. 3, 1974, Secretary Kissinger testified to the Senate
Finance Committee that assurances on the emigration issue had been
received from Chairman Leonid Brezhnev, Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko,
and Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin.

Nevertheless, soon after passage of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment,
the Soviet Union renounced the 1972 U.S.-Soviet trade agreement.
Accordingly, Soviet exports to the United States do not enjoy MFN
status, and in addition there are restrictions on the export of U. S
technology to the Soviet Union as well as credit controls.
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Q. What is the Stevenson Amendment?

A. The Stevenson Amendment, adopted in 1974, pertained to the Emimbank
Bill extending the life of the U.S. Export-Import Bank for four years.
The Amendment placed a $300 million ceiling on credits to the USSR over
a four-year period... an amount described by Henry Kissinger as "peanuts
in Soviet terms." It is the general consensus that it was the Stevenson
Amendment which was primarily responsible for causing the Soviets to
rescind the October 1972 US-USSR Trade Agreement.

Q. Did the Jackson-Vanik Amendment increase emigration from the Soviet
Union?

A. Emigration of Soviet Jews, which had reached 34,733 in 1973, fell
to 20,628 in 1974 and to 13,221 in 1975 -- the years when the Jackson-
Vanik Amendment was proposed and passed. Thereafter, emigration rose
dramatically, reaching 51,320 in 1979. But then it fell even more
dramatically, reacbing a low of 896 in 1984. The current rate is fewer
than 1,000 yearly.

Some observers attribute the decline in emigration to the Jackson-
Vanik Amendment, arguing that the Soviets would not accept what seemed
to them an insulting limitation on their right to trade with the United
States on the same terms as other countries. Other observers point out
that the economic position of the Soviet Union improved dramatically in
1974 and 1975 as a result of the rise of world oil prices, enabling the
Soviet Union -- the world's largest oil producer -- to reject con-
cessions of a kind it might have earlier felt necessary to improve its
economic situation.

Q. What are the main arguments of critics of Jackson-Vanik?

A. Critics of the Jackson-Vanik. Amendment have,made the following
arguments:

1. The Soviet Union will not permit what it considers its internal
policies to be dictated by the United States.

2. The Soviets can get from other countries the products they would
normally get from the United States, thereby meeting their needs
and at the same time denying the United States the benefits of
such trade.

3. Increased trade between the United States and the Soviet Union
would contribute to resolving some of the major political
problems between the two countries.

4. Trade relationships create conditions that would bring the
Soviets into closer association with the democratic West.
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5. Since trade restrictions have not in fact produced the anti-
cipated results, the United States ought to change the emphasis
of its policy from "the stick" to "the carrot.”

Q. How do supporters of Jackson-Vanik reply to its critics?

A. Supporters of Jackson-Vanik insist that they are not opposed to
U.S5.-Soviet trade. In fact, they favor trade as an important part of
the overall relationship between the two countries. They claim,
however, that in view of human rights violations in the USSR the Soviets
should not be given special economic benefits. It is these special
benefits that they would withhold until the Soviets have taken positive
steps on human rights, especially the right of emigration. Supporters
of Jackson-Vanik point out that the Soviets change their policy only
under pressure and that trade is one of the most important kinds of
leverage the United States has. They note that, overwhelmingly, Jewish
activists and refuseniks iIn the Soviet Union strongly favor Jackson-
Vanik as the most effective leverage available.

In addition, they point out that the willingness of the United
States to link trade and freedom of emigration sent a strong signal that
henceforth human rights would be a major consideration in the relation-
ship between the USSR and the United States. The effectiveness of the
J-V Amendment can best be appreciated by noting that emigration in 1979
reached 51,000. More recently, in 1983, its effectiveness was shown
when Romania rescinded the education tax it had imposed on emigrants
when threatened with the revocation of MFN.

Q. What is the chief area of disagreement regarding Jackson-Vanik at
this time?

A. Besides those who have always opposed Jackson-Vanik, there are
others who believe that the waiver provision of that Amendment should
have been put into effect in 1979 when the number of emigrants reached
51,320. They further suggest that the United States ought to implement
the waiver provision now to encourage the Soviets to allow freer
emigration of Soviet Jews.

Others agree that in 1979 some relaxation was perhaps called for.
But they point out that a waiver at this point -- when emigration has
been reduced to a trickle and when arrests, harsh punishments, and other
kinds of harrassment are directed against Hebrew teachers and other
activists in the Soviet Union -- would be not only unjust but counter-
productive. They support a measured response proportionate to conces-
sions the Soviets may make now.
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Q Is it possible that the Soviets will increase emigration to obtain
MFN status?

A. The Soviet economy is in bad shape, in part because of the drop in
oil prices and further exacerbated by the disaster at Chernobyl. In
these circumstances, it is possible that the Soviets might undertake
actions that would help their economy. On the other hand they may not
want to be seen as negotiating from weakness. They might liberate a
small number of people while still denying emigration to hundreds of
thousands of others and continuing their campaign to eliminate Jewish
activism and wipe out Jewish culture and religion.

Q. Is there now a consensus on Jackson-Vanik among major Jewish
organizations?

A. On May 30, 1986, seven Jewish organizations released a statement
expressing their support for continuation of the Jackson-Vanik Amendment
as a weapon in the struggle for Soviet Jewry. They were: National
Conference on Soviet Jewry; National Jewish Community Relations Advisory
Council; Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organiza-
tions; Center for Russian Jewry and Student Struggle for Soviet Jewry;
Coalition to Free Soviet Jews (New York); Union of Councils of Soviet
Jewry; World Jewish Congress. Their statement follows:

The Jackson-Vanik Amendment, which is known as the Freedom of
Emigration Amendment to the Trade Reform Act (1974), reflects
U.S. commitment to the fundamental principle of free emigra-
tion, a principle on which American society was built. The
Amendment denies favorable trade status and commercial credit
to the Soviet Union and other communist countries which
restrict emigration. The Amendment provides that its restric-
tions may be waived, year by year, if the President and
Congress find that there is significant change in these
restrictive policies. The Amendment remains the clearest and
most effective expression of that commitment as it pertains to
the rights of Soviet Jews and others.

The campaign for and passage of the Freedom of Emigration
legislation was instrumental in the release of many tens of
thousands of Soviet Jews. Frequent Soviet complaints about
the Amendment demonstrate that it remains a key lever for
future progress on behalf of these human rights.

Jackson-Vanik imposes no limit or ceiling on U.S.-Soviet
trade. Furthermore, any financial disadvantages the Soviets
incur by reason of less favorable tariffs and lack of credit
can be suspended by Presidential waiver, earned annually. The
Amendment permits US trade concessions to flow, so long as the
emigrants flow.
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Hence, Jackson-Vanik enshrines as law the flexibility that its
opponents have argued can be achieved only through modifica-
tion or repeal. It ensures a continuing incentive for the
granting of emigration rights.

Despite some well-publicized cases affording freedom to a
small number of individuals, there has been no sign of any
change in the repressive policies of the Soviet Union. In
fact, emigration of Soviet Jews diminishes while persecution
of Jewish cultural activists and would-be emigrants increases.
We vigorously reiterate our support for the principles and the
policies represented by the Jackson-Vanik Amendment and affirm
that we would strongly oppose any legislative effort to repeal
or modify it. The Soviet Union must be shown that unless and
until it has complied with the terms of the Amendment, U.S.
policy will remain as it is. There is no room for unilateral
gestures until the Soviets show that they are willing to abide
by the rules protecting these human rights to which they gave
their pledge at Helsinki. We look for significant changes,
including major steps to resolve the refusenik and Prisoner of
Conscience i1ssues, ending the present harassment of emigration
applicants and study group participants and, of course, a very
substantial climb in yearly levels of emigration as envisione
by Senator Jackson. '

David Geller is Director of European Affairs in the International
Relations Department of the American Jewish Committee.
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Address by Gunther van Well#
Ambassador of the Federal
Republic of Germany

It was with great pleasure that I accepted the invitation to talk about
"German-Jewish Relations Today." It gives me a most welcome opportunity
to meet the leadership and members of the-Detroit Chapter of the
American Jewish Committee and representatives of various important
institutions of this city. Talking about "German-Jewish relations
today" in fact means to talk about three different issues or at least
three different elements of German-Jewish relations:

- the relations between Germans in general and German citizens of
Jewish faith as they live together 1n the Federal Republic of
Germany; .

- the relations between the Federal-Republic of Germany and the
State of Israel; .

- and finally the relations between the Federal Republic of Germany
and Jewish groups outside of Germany and Israel, which in the
first place is the Jewish community of the United States.

Each of these aspects would deserve a look iInto the past, into the
present situation and Into possible developments in the future. We
don't have the time available to talk about and to discuss all these
issues in an adequate manner today. However, I should like to make at
least some remarks with regard to each of them.

The Situation of Jews in the Federal Republic of Germany

In the Federal Republic of Germany about 28,000 German citizens of the
Jewish faith are registered in 65 local Jewish communities. An esti-
mated figure of 25,000 unaffiliated Jews has to be added. Prayers are
offered in 56 synagogues. There are Jewish schools in Munich, Frankfurt
and Berlin., Jewish students and Christian students are educated alike
at the College of Jewish Studies in Heidelberg. A Jewish museum has
been inaugurated in Frankfurt recently and another one soon will follow
in Rendsburg. Recently a Jewish theater was founded which will show
productions by Jewish authors in various cities in the Federal Republic
of Germany.

The Jewish community is a small but important part of German society,
supportive of our democratic institutions and active in the political,

* This address was delivered on November 24, 1986 at the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor.
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cultural, economic and intellectual life of our country. The central
Council of Jews in Germany in its annual Rosh Hashanah message (Septem-
ber) emphasizes the basically positive outlook for Jewish life in
postwar Germany. President von Weizsacker, Chancellor Kohl and other
political leaders as well as religlous leaders in numerous statements
have praised Jewish contributions to German life and thanked Jewish
citizens for their readiness to extend their hands in reconciliation
- despite the heavy burden of the past.

German students are studying the history of the Nazi period and learn
about the Holocaust. There are seminars for non-Jewish teachers and
educators and international meetings of historians on Jewish and Israeli .
issues and on the Holocaust. Exhibitions shown in various German cities
deal with the history of Jews in Germany, with their contributions to
German culture and with the crimes committed in the Nazi period. -
Lectures and courses about Jewish history and culture sponsored by
Jewish institutions in Germany attract nearly as many Germans as Jews..
After the United States and Israel, Germany today is one of the largest
publishers of literature about the murder of the European Jews.

One year ago, in West Berlin, the Berlinische Gallerie presented an
exhibit of German Jewish art which had been collected by Leo Baeck
Institute in New York. The reviewer for the Berlin daily newspaper "Der
Tagesspiegel” wrote of this exhibit:

"If someone should ask what we Germans lack today, intellectually,
culturally, in terms of human decency and cultural history - I
would point to the row of paintings here....This is doubtless the
most important cultural-historical exhibit that Berlin has con-
fronted since the war. It displays a major portion of that
intellectual substance that was cold-bloodedly murdered."

We Germans must and will not forget the past. Jews living in Germany
today have to cope with this past in a very special way. We have to
live with the past, we are studying it, we endeavor to understand how
the terrible events of the Nazi regime could happen. One important
consequence of this process of self-searching is the growth of a strong
commitment with regard to Christian-Jewish reconciliation in the Federal
Republic of Germany, with regard to ever closer ties to the State of
Israel and with regard to more understanding with other Jewish groups,
especially here in the United States, where most of the survivors of the
Holocaust outside of Israel are living today.

In an article published November 12 in a special edition marking the
25th anniversary of the magazine "Tribune," a periodical founded for the
purpose of creating understanding for the Jews in Germany, Chancellor
Helmut Kohl wrote: "The German government's task is perfectly clear. It
has to indicate what significance the barbarism of the past has for our
country in the present and what conclusions have been and are being
drawn in our country from these horrible events for the future. We are
unable to choose the historical context in which we live nor are we able
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to simply shake off those things that burden or disturb us. The more
alive and the keener our sense of history is, the more clearly we will
understand how much depends on what conclusions we draw from the
historical heritage that weighs so heavily on us. Those who were born
after the fact would be well advised not to consider themselves unaf-
fected by criticism, simply because they themselves were not confronted
with the temptations of totalitarianism. The younger generation, too,
cannot be totally free of the implications of the past in its political
actions.”

Wherever there are problems in German-Jewish relations in Germany today,
we are determined to bring them into focus and to deal with them. All of
you probably read about anti-Semitic remarks that occurred in Germany.
You were able to read about such remarks because in Germany today we are
determined not to tolerate such things. However serious they are,
incidents like these in Germany are published immediately, they are
commented on in the media, they are discussed by the public and - most
certainly - there 1s no cover-up. But we have to understand, too that
there is no way in a free society of 60 million people to avoid that at
least some fringe individuals once in a while make stupid remarks. I
only can ask you to learn from this kind of - rather rare -incident,
which I cannot exclude from happening again in the future, that such
remarks in Germany today not only don't find any support in the public,
but are condemned by political leaders as well as by leaders of the
Christian churches and other important social groups and institutions.
They should rather be regarded as an opportunity to state how far such
remarks in the Federal Republic of Germany today differ from the views
of the large majority of the people.

The Relations Between the Federal Republic of Germany and Israel

Since the establishment of diplomatic relations between the Federal
Republic of Germany and the State of Israel on May 12, 1965, the
relations between the two countries have developed in a most remarkable
way. In fact in 1965 probably nobody - on the German side as well as on
the Israeli side - would have been able to imagine how such a develop-
ment could take place in the relationship between the two countries,
having in mind the terrible events of the Nazi period.

But the fact is that in almost every field of public life contacts,
dialogue and cooperation have reached a remarkably high degree and are
still expanding. This includes - besides contacts between the two
governments and the parliaments of both sides - especially trade,
economic and industrial cooperation, agriculture, cooperation in science
and technology (based on numerous cooperative agreements between the
four universities in Israel and universities and scientific institutions
in the Federal Republic of Germany), youth exchange, cooperation and
exchange in the cultural field, exchange of teachers, and other sectors
such as trade unions and even television. -

Forty-seven cities in Israel have sister cities in the Federal Republic
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of Germany; in comparison with only 25 cities having sister cities in
the United States, this appears to be a remarkable figure.

‘Highlights in the development of political relations were the visit of
President Richard von Weizacker to Israel in October 1985, the visit of
Chancellor Kohl in January 1984 and Prime Minister Perez' visit to the
Federal Republic of Germany in January 1986.

When the Israeli minister of science, Juval Nieman, came to Germany in
1983, he praised the "epochal role" of scientific cooperation between
the two countries; over a period of a decade more than 600 German and
Israeli scientists have been working together on joint projects. In
- 1984 Federal Research Minister Heinz Riesenhuber went to Israel to
discuss ways of extending and consolidating this cooperation.

The volume of trade has increased considerably over the past years.
Germany no longer is only a buyer of agricultural products, but has
become a major buyer of industrial products too. Israeli products are
displayed at a number of trade fairs in the Federal Republic of Germany
and Israeli publishers participate in the international book fair in
Frankfurt. Israell freight planes are a regular feature of our air-
ports. '

Tourism, too, has increased considerably over the past years, but the
most promising development in my view is the iIncreasing youth exchange
between the two countries. With the support of government-funded youth
exchange programs every year 3000 young Israelis come to visit Germany
and 6000 young Germans go to Israel. But this is only the "hard core";
there are so many institutions and private initiatives on both sides to
support and increase youth exchange between Israel and Germany that I.
am not able to give you even a rough idea of how many young people
altogether take part in this every year.

I am firmly convinced that out of this broad and still increasing
exchange a new relationship is growing between Israelis and Germans.
There may even be a door opening again towards the development of a new
common future of Germans and Israelis. The attitude of Israel and
especially of the young Israelis with regard to their young German
counterparts is most encouraging.

The Relationship Between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Jewish
Community in the United States

With almost 6 million Jews living in the United States, numerically the
Jews of this country form the most important group of Jews in comparison
to all other countries in the world, including the State of Israel.

Given the close relationship between the Federal Republic of Germany and
the United States on one side and the very close relationship between
the Federal Republic of Germany on the other side - over a long period
. of time - I should rather say for decades - it seems surprising that
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there were no significant contacts between the Federal Republic of
Germany and the Jews of this country. I am not talking about the
contacts between Germans and citizens of this country who just happen to
be Jews, but about contacts between Jewish leaders of this country and
representatives of my country. For a long period of time no meaningful
contacts whatsoever existed, there were no substantial talks about
~ future relations between Jew and Germans in this country and - of course
- there was no cooperation at all.

It was the American Jewish Committee which finally in the late seventies
took the initiative to make an attempt to change this situation.

- In March 1979 a leadership delegation of .the AJC went to Germany
for the first political talks, in particular about the abrogation
of the statute of limitations for murder committed during the
Nazi period.

- In June 1979 the leadership of the AJC met Chancellor Schmidt in
New York City to talk about various issues of common interest,
above all about the situation in the Middle East.

- In 1980 the exchange program between the AJC and the Adenauer
Foundation - the first of its kind - was initiated, when the
first AJC group went to Germany in June 1980.

We don't have the time, and certainly with this audience I need not
mentlion all further steps that followed on this road. The sequence of
political talks between leaders of the AJC and leading politicians of my
country step by step came a more important element not only with regard
to German-Jewish relations, but also in the broader context of German-
American relations in general.

From the most recent actions let me Jjust mention here:

First of all, there is the initiative taken by the AJC with regard to
the visit of President Reagan to Germany last year and the discussions
about Bitburg. It was the AJC which invited State Minister Alois
Mertes. whose electoral district happened to be Bitburg, to speak at the
79th annual meeting of the AJC about the problems related to the Bitburg
visit.

Then I would like to recall the scientific conference about "Ethnic
Minorities and International Law" a case study about the situation of
Jewish and German minorities in the Soviet Union in March 1986 in Bonn,
organized by the AJC and the University of Cologne.

Finally I would like to mention the German-American school book project
which is just under way and which in both counties could have some
important effects with regarding to the teaching of students, especially
at the high school level, on the German side about Jewish questions and
on the American side about some important elements of German history.
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As can be seen from these examples, the history of American/Jewish
/German relations at least over some years to a large extent was written
by the AJC. This is a fact which we recognize and I am happy to have
this opportunity to express my gratitude for the active and courageous
role the AJC decided to play with regard to creating a new relationship
between the Federal Republic of Germany and the Jewish community of this
country. : '

I appreciate that meanwhile other Jewish organizations have decided to
follow - in various ways - the example given by the AJC. For the AJC
this is certainly a welcome confirmation of its policy with Germany, and
for the German side this is a new chance to broaden its contacts and:
further develop its dialogue with the Jewish community of the United
States in general. A growing number of Germans place great significance
on this dialogue. Each opportunity to meet and to exchange views - as
we are able to do here today - 1s an important step towards developing
closer and more intensive relations. We will have to keep in mind what
happened in the past. This past shall never be forgotten - it will
always add an extraordinary dimension to any kind of contacts between
Germans and Jews wherever and whenever they may take place. But we
have to be aware that in our days again people in many countries are
hoping for a better world, for peace, social justice and for the
preservation of human rights. In this spirit Jews and Germans are
called upon to contribute to the creation of a better world by using the
potential inherent in their future cooperation. The AJC already has
taken an important step in this direction.

7511 (IRD-10)/1s
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Address by the Federal Chancellor
Dr. Franz Vranitsky
to the
2nd World Meeting of War Veterans,
Resistants, War Victims
and Victims of Fascism
Vienna Town Hall, 3 December 1986

Check against De_l ivery

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I consider 1t remarkable that you chose "Peace, Security, Freedom,
Solidarity" as the theme of your convention. These are topics which
once more are of profound concern to us especially at present, in view
of numerous new threats and disappointed hopes with which we are
confronted. And we could be more competent to speak up powerfully on
this subject that you who lived through the devastation of the Second
World War and the inhuman horrors of the Nazi Empire, and who are deeply
marked by these experlences. '

The theme of your meeting reaches out into the future but also reaches
back to the past, and you will understand that it 1s this aspect which I
want to discuss first at a moment when this country has drawn so much
- critical attention from world opinion. 40 years have passed since the
end of the Second World War. Today already the grandchildren of those
who were too young at the time to incur guilt are growing up. In Europe
we enjoy security, stability and prosperity to a degree never known
before, and relations between our countries and conditions in our
countries are well ordered and peaceful.

And yet the shadows of remembrance still hang over us, the memory of
moral failure deeply burnt into our collective consciousness, and the
questions which we have to address to ourselves, which are addressed to
us and to which we have to address ourselves have lost none of their
weight and urgency. On the contrary in many European countries, not
only in this country, there is today a debate going on, a very lively
and emotional debate which is generally subsumed under the concept of
"coming to terms with the past."
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In the course of this debate it iIs often suggested that we should

finally stop talking about the past.. It is useless, some people think,

to look back to that succession of terrible years searching for actors

and victims, the guilty and the innocent, or to make any attempt to come

to moral and political j}udgments. We should close this chapter of
history and turn to the future.

- As.against this, there is evermore detailed and ever more informative
historical research, and ever more insistent questioning, especially by
young people, questions to which they are entitled to get an answer. I
myself am sceptical about the concept of "coming to terms with the
past." Coming to terms implies a finality which one can hardly achieve
in the scrutiny of one's own history. This scrutiny is a continuous
argument which will flare up again and again, under the impact of new
events ‘and new findings. What I consider vital are the lessons we can
draw from these debates and the understanding we can gain for the
solution of problems before us. From the viewpoint of our present
situation we must squarely face the past, we must accept our measure of
guilt and responsibility, and from this we must deduce the standards for
our actions in the future. :

Our emotional attitude, our feeling of horror, the moral challenge, and
‘the urge to evade this moral challenge, all this stems from the ter-
rifying insight into the implications of what happened: an ideology
totally contemptuous of human beings took -advantage of modern technology
and modern organization to pursue its aims.

The sobriety of the technicians of death formed a union with the highest
degree of irrationalism, with an irrationalism and a contempt of
humanity of which, after all, even modern societles are capable and
which ultimately led to a complete breakdown of human solidarity. In a
recent article Jurgen Habermas called this an "incomparable violation of
the substance of human togetherness.”

The age in which we live is not only dominated by the fear that still
far more effective instruments of destruction such as nuclear weapons
have been placed in our hands. We also live in a world after Auschwitz,
a name which for us is a reminder of the possibility of a complete moral
shipwreck of a modern society.

And when we -~ again and again - think.of the people who in those days
of fered resistance to that system, in hopelessness and with their own
destruction in view, this is not just because we want to tell a
story - but above all .because these women and men of the Resistance by
their actions upheld the principle of hope; of the hope that this moral
shipwreck was not absolute, but that some human beings even in the most
atrocious conditions know how to distinguish between good and evil, and
are willing to act accordingly and to give proof of human solidarity. -

And in saying this I want to build the bridge back to the present, to
the future: what are the lessons we should draw from all this? To my
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mind, the first point is the realization that there is no achievements
which cannot be called in question. There is no moral consensus which
does not have to be constantly renewed, confirmed, politically struggled
for, and developed. We must now allow solidarity to be lost - not
within our soclety and not in the interrelationship between our
countries. Just as there 1is no European country without
minorities - religious as well as ethnic minorities - which are in need
of constant protection and of our solidarity, just so we also need
solidarity at the international level - since it 1s clear that our
security can only be collective security, that peace, freedom and
Justice are inseparable, that the poor of this world have a right to the
solidarity of the rich.

Hence it cannot be our maxim to bury the past in order to be better able
to work for the future. On the contrary, we shall only be able to work
for this better future if we remember what happened to us in the past,
and the guilt we incurred in the past. This iIs a debate and a re-
cognition we must not evade. We owe this debt not only to the victims
of that war and to the vicitims of that senseless campaign of
destruction but we also owe it - on behalf of those victims - to future
generations.

Let me end these remarks with an urgent appeal by Bertolt Brecht who
said: "Mankind's memory of sorrow suffered is amazingly short. Its
ability to imagine coming sorrow is perhaps even smaller. The worldwide
horrors of the forties seem forgotten. VYesterday's rain doesn't make us
wet, many say. It is this insensitivity which we have to fight: its
most extreme degree is death. All too many people today look already
like dead people, like people who have behind them what they have in
front of them, so little do they do against it.

"And yet nothing will convince me that it is hopeless to assist reason-
ing against her enemies. Let us say again and again what has been said
a thousand times, let it be sald one time to little! Let us repeat our
warnings even if by now they are like ashes in our mouths!"

7515-(IRD-10)
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THE JEWS OF AUSTRIA: IN MEMORIAM

by Bruce F. Pauley

We are gathered here tonight for two related reasons: to remember
the Holocaust in general and, more specifically, to honor the memory of
those Austrian Jews who died in that most horrible of all’ tragedies.

If, as I wrote a few years ago, the Austrian Nazis are "The
Forgotten Nazis" their victims are the "Forgotten Austrians." This fact
is both a tribute and a travesty. It is a tribute because the great
Jewish Austrian intellectuals and artists were so thoroughly Austrian
that Austrians today simply accept them as one of their own. But it is
also a travesty because most Austrians are simply unaware of the
enormous contributions which Jews made to modern Austrian culture. Nor
are they adequately aware of the discrimination and brutality to which
so many Austrian Jews were subjected. However, as we learned this
afternoon, efforts are being made in Austrian schools to correct this
lack of information. It is to be hoped that the just concluded
symposium, sponsored by the Center for Austrian Studies at the
University of Minnesota, will help assure that the forgotten Austrian
Jews will be forgotten no' longer.

The histories of Austria as a whole, and Austrian Jews in particular
between 1848 and 1938, are inextricably interwined. Austrian Jews
played a prominent role in the Viennese Revolution of 1848, in the
industrialization of Austria-Hungary in the rapid urbanization of Vienna
and Budapest between 1850 and 19214, in bringing international fame to
the medical school of the University of Vienna, and, in general, in
brilliant intellectual renaissance of fin de siecle Vienna. Jews
volunteered and fought enthusiastically for the Habsburg Monarchy in
World War I, a war in which 30,000 of them were killed in battle. When
" the Dual Monarchy broke apart in 1918 all the inhabitants of the new
Austrian Republic suffered serious consequences, but probably no group
more than the Jews. Jewish merchants lost their markets, Jewish

This address was given at the Temple Israel, Minneaopolis, Minnesota on
May 9, 1986. It also appeared in Austrian Information, Vol. 39, No. 7/8
1986 on August 29. 1986 :
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professors lost many of their student, Jewish writers lost many of their
readers. When the Great Depression struck Austria in 1929 more vicious-
ly than probably any other country in the world it was again Jewish
bankers and industrialists who were the most affected. Although all
Austrians were eventually, though not immediately, to suffer the
consequences of the Anschluss In 1938 by being dragged into Nazi
Germany's war machine, it was again the Austrian Jews who pald by far
the heaviest price: 65,000 dead of one-third of the entire Jewish
population of Austria. '

There 1s now only a tiny Jewish community in Vienna and one can hardly
speak any longer of a Jewish "question." But the results of the
Holocaust for Austria are still painfully obvious. If Vienna's opera
houses, theaters, art salons, publishing houses, and libraries are not
closed, as the Jewish author, Hugo Betauer, predicted in his novel Stadt
Ohne Juden (City Without Jews) in 1926, there is no doubt that Austria's
cultural and intellectual creativity today cannot compare to the time
when the country still had a free and flourishing Jewish community.

Vienna is the birthplace of both modern anti-Semitism and modern secular
Zionism. Anti-Semitism affected every political party and every social
class in Austria. It is ironic, and perhaps of some cold comfort to
Jews to know that this anti-Semitism was usually abstract and only
rarely aimed at individual Jews. Nor for the most part was anti-
Semitism sponsored by the state either during the Monarchy or the
Republic. But it was tolerated by the federal and local governments.
Seven decades of anti-Semitic propaganda obviously had a certain
conditioning effect. At the very least a large number of Austrians by
1938 had come to think of the Jews as being alien, over privileged,
treacherous if not treasonous, and certainly not worthy of the rights of
equal citizenship. If the Holocaust was not the inevitable result of
this attitude, then the path for it was clearly made smoother.

Looking at the Holocaust as a whole, Jews and gentiles are confronted
with a dilemma: should we consider it a unique historical event or
should we see it as one of many similar tragedies like the killing of
1.5 million Armenians in World War I, the extermination of Biafrans in
Africa, and more recently, the slaughter of Cambodians in Southeast
Asia. There are dangers associated with either viewpoint. If we say it
was not unique it loses much of its horror and we forget the sheer
magnitude of the event. VYet if we say it was unique it becomes merely a
part of the past, of interest perhaps to Jews and to antiquarian
historians, but not to other people living today and tomorrow. Such an
attitude can lead to the smug assumption that only Germans and Austrians
were capable of such atrocities and nothing even remotely comparable
could ever happen elsewhere. But could it?

While German Jews were being driven out of the civil service and free
professions in 1933 almost no American blacks had ever held these
positions to being with. While Jews were being thrown into concentra-
tion camps in the 1930s hundreds of American blacks were being lynched
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every year and continued to be until the early 1950s. When the German
government deported German Jews in 1942 in the middle of the night
because it feared unfavorable popular reactions such as those which
followed the Kristallnacht in 1938, the American government deported
120,000 American citizens who happened to be of Japanese ancestry, in
broad daylight and with the enthusiastic support of most of the American
people. To this day there are some Americans including a columnist for
the Orlando, Florida Sentinel, who say that the Japanese Americans got
exactly what they deserved. While Jewish professors in Austria were
finding it increasingly impossible to gain promotions during the 1920s
and 30s, no Jew was even appointed to the faculty of Yale University
until 1950. A century before Hitler began the extermination of the Jews
and was planning to put Russians and Ukrainians on reservation Americans
had started to exterminate Indians and to put the survivors on reserva-
tions. It is startling to read in Nazi and other anti-Semitic newspapers
of Austria and Germany how frequently they drew inspiration from
_American racially motivated immigration laws, miscegenation and segrega-
tion laws, the writings of Henry Ford, and modern propaganda techniques.

The Holocaust, then, should not be considered as simply a part of the
‘'so-called dead past. Instead it must be a living symbol and constant
reminder of what can happen to any group when persecution and intoler-
ance are allowed to go unchecked for decades or centuries.

I would like to conclude my brief remarks with a tribute of an Austrian
Jew to his homeland. On March 11, 1983, only hours before the Wehrmacht
marched into Austria ending both that country's independence and the
freedom of its Jewlsh people one Dr. Georg Berger, whose exact identity
remains unknown to me, published to the following article Die Wahrheit,
the oldest Jewish newspaper in Vienna:

"The general secretary of the Fatherland Front, Minister Guido Zernatto,
in his radio speech of 6 March has won the enthusiastic approval of
every Austrian. He emphasized that the freedom and independence of our
fatherland 1s anchored primarily in our unbending love of this country,
in our voluntary loyalty to this country, and in our belief of this
country.

"Our hearts also belong to Austria. We Jews whose cradles and whose
fathers' cradles stood in Austria, whose families lived in old Austria
for many hundreds of years, love and homeland. We love Austria's
mountains and valleys, its lakes and cities. We love its streets and
squares. Austrian adults were our educators, Austrian children our
playmates. In the Austrian Army we fought and died for Austria's honor.

"We gave this country famous state -ministers like Josef von Sonnenfels,
a series of outstanding scholars, physicians, and inventors like the
late modern archeologist, Emanual Lowy, the psychiatrist Sigmund Freud,
the physician Ignac Semmelweiss, Seigfried Markus, who helped invent the
automobile in 1875, and Schwartz, who invented the dirigible. We gave
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Austria its greatest lyric poet, Hugo von Hofmannsthal, playwrights of
the rank of Richard Beer-Hofmann, writers like Arthur Schnitzler,
musicians and architects, painter and sculptors like the living master
Georg Ehrlich. Jewish Austrians fought for Austria's fame in the world;
the playwright Max Reinhardt, the painter Epstein, the pilot Krofeld.
The names would be endless if one wanted to mention them all. We helped
establish the prosperity of Austria in the last century. We also help
today.

"We know Austria and love it. We are permitted to love Austria and we
must do so! Right up to the present time we have avoided no sacrifice
for Austria's honor, freedom, and cultural position in the world and
will not do so in the future either as long as it does not roughly push
us back and shuts us out of every useful way of collaborative work. We
must today clearly recognize what the immediate future can bring. We
can take no step backward because we are in the right and have paid for
our rights and want them also in the future. We must say who we are and
what we want so long as a free and true word carries weight. Every one
of us knows that his responsibility, ever one of us fights for Austria's
respect in the world, for 1s cultural position, for its economic health,
for its social welfare, and for its independence, for freedom and
justice. Every one of us does this whether he is a scholar or artist,
journalist or engineer, businessman, manual laborer or worker. We love
Austria and believe in Austria." '

Today, even though great Jewish writers, scientists, physicians,
playwrights, and composers of the period 1848 to 1938 are all dead and
the Jewish community in Austria is only a remnant of its former size,
the magnificent Jewish contribution to Austria culture and by extension
to Western Civilization remains a magnificent legacy for all of us, Jews
and gentiles alike, to cherish and preserve.

* * *

Bruce F. Pauley is professor of history at the University of Central
Florida and author of a book "Hitler and the Forgotten Nazis. A History
of Austrian National Socialism." The University of North Carolina
Press, Chapel Hill 2981. 292 pages.
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" AN AMERICAN JEWISH PERSPECTIVE ON

CREEK FOREIGN POLICY.

A Jewish perspective on Greek foreign policy must begin by noting recent
steps taken by the Greek Government to Improve bilateral relations with -
Israel and expand the dialogue with world Jewry. In the last year, the
Director General of the Israeli Foreign Ministry visited Athens; a
three-year agreement on scientific and cultural cooperation was signed;
a joint campaign on tourism was launched; and Dr. Karolos Papoulias, the
Greek Foreign Minister, indicated his intention to visit Israel, which
would represent the first such visit by a Greek foreign minister slnce
Israel s founding in 1948,

In additlon, the Greek Govérnment has sought to establish lmprovéd

communication with world Jewish figures. Earlier this year;-for--

example, Prime Minister Papandreou met in Athens with World Jewish
Congress President Edgar Bronfman and former Israeli Ambassador to the
United States Ephraim Evron. This month, Foreign Minister Papoulias
held a 90-minute meeting in New York with leaders of the American Jewish
Committee. The message of Greek officials is both clear and welcome:
Greece seeks a continued improvement in its bilateral relations with the
State of Israel, and neither the Greek Government nor the Greek people

harbor any enmity to the Jewish people, either among the remaining 5,000
Jews in Greece or elsewhere in the world. .

‘Still, notwithstanding these encouraging signs, an accurate portrayal of
the state of relations, first, between Greece and Israel, and, second,
between Greeceand world Jewry must include a number of trOublesome
issues. These include:

(1) With'the establishment of full diplomatic relations between Spain
and Israel at the beginning of 1986, Greece bécame the only Western
democratic nation that does not matntain full de jure diplomatic ties
with Israel. Compounding the difficulties, in 1981, as one of the first
foreign policy acts of the new Papandreou Government, de . facto re-
cognition was accorded to the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), a
terrorist organization whose charter calls for the destruction of the
Jewish State. In 1984, Greece became the first European Economic
Community Member nation to extend full diplomatic recognition to the
PLO. Thus, the Papandreou Government has placed Israel and the PLO on
_equal diplomatic footing.

(2) When Great Britain uncovered compelling evidence of Syrian Govern-
ment complicity in the attempt, last April, to blow up an El Al plane -
departing. from London, the Greek Government stood alone among Britain's
11 European Community partners in refusing to hold Syria accountable for
.the terrorist attempt. It declined to support a ban on new arms sales
to Syria and other limited measures, though in practice Greece would not
- have to break ranks with the rest of the Community because it sold no -

arms .to Syria and planned no high-level visits. Most recently, The New
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York Times (December 10, 1986) reported that, at a meeting in London,
“"the Interior Ministers of the European Conmunity, except Greece, agreed
on which countries backed tecrorism." And in 19281, there was Yasir
Arafat's visit to Athens, the very first by a major foreign figure after
the October elections, at which time Prime Minister Papandreou was
quoted as declaring, "You, brother Yasir Arafat, are the epitome of
popular struggles for freedom and independence." The Prime Minister also
réportedly commented to Faruk Kaddumi, the PLO's "foreign minister,"
"What the Nazis did to them (the Jews), the Israelis are doing to you,"
referring to Israel's incursion in Lebanon in 1982, There 1s a strong
perception among Jews that, because of Creece's hlstorical, political
and economic ties with the Arab world, it has lent itself not only to -
rhetorical excesses but also to a fundamental misreading - and perhaps, _
'~ even, unwitting encouragement - of terrorism in the Middle East. o

(3) United Nations voting patterns shed light on government attitudes,
although many governments are quick to add that they may feel compelled
to act in a particular manner in such public fora whereas, in reality,
their policies are actually more nuanced. In fact, though, UN votes do
send @ message to the world community of nations. Thus, on the one:
hand, we note with pleasure that Greece has voted consistently in favor
of Israel's UN credentials when they come under annual attack by a
coalition of Arab and Soviet bloc member states. Yet, on the other
hand, as recently as December 1985, Greece voted in favor of UN resolu-
tion A/40/L.44 which, in one of its paragraphs, called on Member States
"to sever diplomatic, trade and cultural relations with Israel." In
fact, In a 1985 tabulation of key UN votes affecting Israel among 23
Western nations, the average non-negative vote among them was 73% (the -
U.S. figure was 96%) but Greece's was only 33%. To be fair, however,
this figure was an improvement over 1984 and augurs, we would hope, a
continued rise. '

(4) An area of great concern to world Jewry is the fate of two million
Soviet Jews who are, by and large, denied both the right to leave the
‘USSR or to live as Jews in the country. Among the most important
international fora for discussion of such fundamental human rights
questions are the conferences and experts' meetings of the 35-nation
Helsinki process, created by the adoption of the Helsinki Final Act in
August 1975 by all the countries of Europe, East and West (with the
exception of Albania), and the United States and Canada. Many
Americans, including American Jews, while having few illusions about the
ability of this Helsinki process to effect fundamental change in
domestic behavior, nevertheless regard the structure as providing a
unique opportunity to review the compliance record of member nations.
According to U.S. delegates who have participated in all the relevant
meetings since 1975, as well as to outside observers, the Greek delega-
tions have seldom raised their volces about human rights abuses behind
~ the Iron Curtain. We recognize and respect that the Greek Government is
-understandably preoccupied with the continuing plight in Cyprus, after
12 long.years, of 200,000 refugees and 1,400 missing persons, as well as
the situation of the Ecumenical Patriarch. We also recognize the
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- concern in Athens for the conditiom aff those tens of thousands of Greeks
who live in the USSR, some of whom seek to emigrate to Greece but
encounter serious obstacles. At the same time, we would hope that the
Greek Government, through such significant international instrumentali-
ties as the ongoing Vienna Review Conference of the Helsinki Final Act,
as well as appropriate bilateral channels, might lend its support to the
consensus of Western nations that seeks to- forestall a deliberate Soviet
policy of spiritual genocide of 15% of world Jewry and an officially-
sponsored anti-Semitic ' campaign.

We are clearly sensitive to the need of every nation to pursue its
national interests and to attempt to balance its relations between often
adversarial nations or blocs:. We recognize, in this regard, that Greek
foreign policy is a function, first and foremost, of its membership in .
the family of Western democratic nations, including participation in the
European Community and NATO and the bilateral relationship with
Washington. We also understand that relations with Turkey and the key
question of Cyprus are other key determinants of its foreign policy.
Third, we recognize that Greece's geographical location as a Mediter-
ranean nation and its links with the Near East and North Africa
significant factors in the formulation of foreign policy. Fourth, we
note that Greece seeks to maintain cordial relations and open lines of
communication with Eastern bloc nations.

In our view, there need not be lncompatibility between the strengthening
of bilateral relations with Israel and the maintenance of existing ties
with the Arab world. Other countries, including Italy and Spain, have
similarly deep ties yet are able to maintaln full diplomatic relations
with Israel, and, particularly in the case of Italy, a strong network of
economic, cultural and other links as well. And the case of Spaln, too,
is instructive. When Madrid was first considering the establishment of

diplomatic relations with Israel, Arab League nations threatened -

numerous reprisals against the government of Prime Minister Gonzalez.
Unwilling to yleld to such blatant pressure, he moved forward to
establish diplomatic relations, while assuring Spain's Arab friends that
it desired continued close ties but would not succumb to what amounted
to blackmail. In the end, relations were established, ambassadors were
exchanged and the threats of Arab nations fizzled. :
In sum, we look forward to the continued improvement of Greek-
Israelil relations as being in the interests of both nations. We hope
that Foreign Minister Papoullas will indeed fulfill his pledge to visit
Israel iIn 1987. Such a visit would have important symbolic and sub-
stantive meaning for world Jewry. We urge the Greek Government to
reconsider its position on the PLO, which remains committed to armed
struggle and has never formally acknowledged Israel's right to exist .
within secure and recognized borders, as well as Greece's lone position
in the European Community on the compelling issue of state-sponsored
terrorism. We trust that the Greek Government will continue to review
its posture on Issues affecting the Middle East at the United Nations
and other international fora. And finally, we request that the Greek
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Government use its good offices in behalf of the Jewish community in the
USSR to permit them to exercise their rights under the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, International Covenant of Civil and
Political Liberties and the Helsinki Final Act.

The heritages of Greeks and Jews form the cornerstones of Western
democratic tradition. They have rich traditions and many common values;
they understand the centrality of a homeland and the phenomenon of
dispersion. Clearly, Greeks and Jews have much upon which to conlinue
to build ever greater mutual understanding and closer cooperation.

= = B3

December 12, 1986
86-550

Prepared by David A. Harris, Deputy Director, International Relations Dept.
On July 1, 1987, Mr. Harris will become AJC's Washington Representative.
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FOR RELEASE ON NOVEMBER 18, 1986

GREEK-AMERICAN LEADERS COMMEND STATEMENT
OF AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE OFFICIAL

WASHINGTON -- Three Greek-American national leaders today commended the
American-Jewish Committee for the recent statements of Rabbi Marc H,
Tanenbaum, Director of International Relations for that Jewish organiza-
tion . '

Rabbi Tanenbaum, speaking et the Nameday Dinner for Archbishop
Iakovos in New York City October 26, said that, "In innumersble ways, the
fate and destiny of the graat Greek and Jewish peoples are interdependent.
In light of that historic reality, no person, no force can ultimately
succeed in severing those profound bonds nor in alienating Greeks from
Jews, nor Jews from Greeks.'

His commenté were made just over a month after Mayor Koch of New York
City created a storm of protest from the U.S., and international Greek and
Jewish communities over allegations of anti-Semitism in Greece during the
Holocaust and today.

Rabbi Tanenbaum noted that "Western democratic societies are in-
conceivable without the fundamental contributions of che Greek and Jewish
peoples across the past milleniz."” He added that the American Jewish
comnunity in the mid-1960s worked closely with Archbishop lakovos to urge
the U.S. government to declare Greek Orthodoxy as & fourth "major faith" of
the American people, and it was subsequently designated one of the four
major faiths of America.

Recognizing that "there are problems outstanding today between Greece
and Israel, and between Greeks and Jews," Rabbi Tanenbaum added that "the
paths we have chosen to deal with such difficulties are those of dialogue,
reconciliation and healing. Provocation and alienation are not the modes
that Greeks and Jews choose to resolve their problems."

. Commenting on the remarks, Andrew A. Athens, Chairman of the United
Hellenic American Congress; George P. Livanos, Chairman of the American
Hellenic Alliance; and Philip Christopher, President of the Pancyprian
Association of America, said, "Rabbi Tanenbaum, on behalf of the American-
Jewigh Committee, has spoken eloquently and very helpfully at an important
moment in Greek/Jewish relations. There is & very basic affinity between
the Greek-American a&nd Jewish-American communities based on common ex-
periences in America, common senses of values, similar institutions, and
similar objectives. There is therefore no reason that the relationship
between the two communities sghould not always be extremely close., Rabbi
Tanenbaum's public comments, and other similar remarks by Greek-American
and Jewish-American leaders, therefore should be encouraged and applauded
by leaders of both communities striving to strengthenm the relations."

-30=-
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COMBATING TERRORISM
LESSONS FROM THE ISTANBUL MASSACRE*

by George E. Gruen

There is a passage toward the conclusion of the Hazzan's repetition
of the Musaf (additional) service on Rosh Hashanah, which this year
assumed a new significance for me. The passage begins: "Avinu, Malkenu"
-- "Our Father, our King," and asks that He bring an end to "pestilence,
bloodshed, famine, captivity, destruction, iniquity, plague, evil
mishap, every illness, every- obstacle, every strife, every sort of
punishment, every evil decree, and baseless hatred (sin'at hinam) from
upon us and from upon all members of Your Covenant."

Until I came to Istanbul last month to attend the funeral of 19 of
the innocent victims of the brutal terrorist attack, I never fully
understood or personally witnessed an example of sin'at hinam --
unprovoked hatred. As the Sephardi Chief Rabbi of Israel Mordechai
Eliyahu pointed out, the attackers did not know their victims, they had
never spoken to them, there was no personal grudge or insult committed
by the worshipers to arouse the hatred of their killers. Why did the
terrorists choose a synagogue most of whose regular worshipers were
among the poorer and elderly members of Istanbul's Jewish community of
22,0007

Since the two terrorists blew themselves up in the course of the
attack and their accomplices have not yet been found and arrested, we
may never know for certain. The accepted explanation is that this was a
"soft target," one that was unprotected and therefore easy to attack.
Moreover, since the synagogue had been undergoing renovations, the ter-
rorists may have entered the synagogue earlier disguised as repairmen
and hidden some weapons and grenades. Jack Veissit, the chairman of the
Chief Rabbinate's lay council in Istanbul, told me, "We were in a deep
sleep." He added, "We never thought that anything like this might happen
to us in Turkey, a country that has permitted us to enjoy full religious
freedom." In fact, the death toll would have been far higher had a
scheduled Bar Mitzvah not been postponed, or had the terrorists struck a
day later, when 500 guests were expected to attend a wedding in this
beautiful synagogue.

But who would attack a house of prayer and kill the worshipers

* This report was adopted from his address at Temple Beth El, Cranford,
New Jersey, October 6, 1986 at an ecumenical Erev Zachor --"An Evening
of Remembrance and Solidarity" service to mark the 30th day after the
Istanbul murders. -



- 75 -

inside? As many of the outraged Turkish newspapers pointed out, this
was a clear violation of Islam and basic human decency. One should not
describe the terrorists as bestial, an editorial in Tercuman said,
because "the savage nature of fanaticism...is even worse than that of
wild animals." Signs of their sadistic behavior were sickeningly

- apparent. The stained glass windows had been blown out, the walls were
pocked with bullet holes, and signs of fire damage on the woodwork were
still visible even after the floor was carefully cleaned of the blood of
the victims, and the shattered remains of broken chairs and glass, and
the charred remnants of Torah scroll covers and books were removed to
make the synagogue usable for the official funeral service.

Rafi Shaul is a teenage boy who survived by playing dead and lying
still while the blood of his dying father, Dr. Moiz Shaul, gushed over
him. He reported that the terrorists systematically shot their victims
and began to pour gasoline on them before igniting the last hand
grenades, which apparently also killed the terrorists. While young Rafi
was not physically wounded, he too has been deeply scarred by the
terrorist attack. As his older brother, Gabriel, was leading him to the
synagogue for the funeral service on Wednesday, four days after the
Sabbath massacre, Rafi kept trying to run away, saying, "I can see them
coming back, they are shooting, they will kill us all."

This heartrending story illustrates the essence of terrorism: an
action designed to instill deep fear and terror in a community. How
should we respond to it? There are no simple answers to the complex
phenomenon of terrorism in its multifarious manifestations around the
world today. But there are several lessons we can draw from the
massacre in Istanbul.

1. We must not allow the terrorists to intimidate us. The
decision of the Turkish Jewish community to hold the official funeral
service in the Neve Shalom synagogue itself was an act of courage and
defiance to express outrage and show the world that the terrorists would
not prevent Jews from assembling in prayer. It was, of course, a
terribly shattering experience for the relatives of the victims. So was
the moving ceremony at the cemetery where the Magen David-adorned
caskets of the 19 victims to be buried in Turkey -- two were buried in
Israel -- were led in procession one by one for burial together in a
semicircle, to symbolize that, as they had prayed and suffered death
together, they would remain united for eternity.

2. The funeral was also an important demonstration of solidarity.

The Chief Rabbis of Israel, France and Sweden and other Jewish rabbinic

and lay representatives from the United States, Great Britain.and many

other countries from Australia to Yugoslavia were present. As the

Hahambashi (Chief Rabbi) of Turkey, Rabbi David Asseo, told me when I

offered my condolences to him at the cemetery, "What has preserved the

Jewish people through the thousands of years of their suffering and

-dispersion since the destruction of the Temple has been the sense of
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solidarity, the sense that kol Yisrael arevim zeh lazeh" (all the
children of Israel feel responsible one for another). It is this sense
of not being alone or abandoned that had imbued him with the courage to
go on. Rabbi Asseo, who looked much older than when I had last met with
him in 1980, had less than a month before suffered the loss of his wife,
after a long illness. ("Evel al gabei evel" [sorrow upon sorrow], he
sighed when I expressed my sympathy to him.) Yet in ministering to the
families of the victims, he rushed around like a young man and appeared
unaffected by his own personal tragedy.

Turkish Jewish leaders told me they were also heartened by the
messages of sympathy and solidarity that had poured in from around the
globe and the examples of Christian and Muslim representatives joining
with Jews in ecumenical unity against the terrorist outrage.

I had occasion to emphasize this ecumenical theme by bringing to
the Jewish leaders in Turkey copies of the statements issued by John
Cardinal 0'Connor of New York and various Catholic and Protestant groups
in the United States. In Instanbul I learned that some Jews were uneasy
over the possibility that the Turkish press might misinterpret the
natural concern expressed by Jewish leaders from Israel and the Dias-
pora, who were coming for the funeral, as criticism of the way the
authorities were handling the matter or as a parochial attempt by the
Jews to appropriate what the Turks regarded as a national tragedy.
Consequently, I drafted a brief statement on behalf of the American
Jewish Committee, which was issued in Turkish and English. (Our state-
ment was published in full in the mass-circulation Hurriyet, in the
respected Cumhuriyet, and in the liberal Milliyet, and quoted in most of
the other papers as part of their coverage of this tragic event. It
stressed: "This attack is an attack not only against Jews. It is an
assault against all humanity and humane values. We are gratified that
the Turkish Government, together with the governments of the United
States, Israel, and Western Europe, as well as religious leaders of all
faiths have condemned and spoken out against this massacre. We call upon
the entire civilized world to unite in the struggle against terrorism.")

3. The need for appropriate governmental action. The Turkish
authorities not only vigorously condemned the massacre but immediately
dispatched the Minister of the Interior to Istanbul to head up the
.investigation. The fingerprints of the terrorists were sent via
Interpol to over 130 countries. Police protection in Istanbul was
pervasive before and after the funeral, and special guards were provided
for foreign religious leaders. The Turkish Government also reiterated
its call for international cooperation by all countries of the civilized
world agﬁinst the scourge of terrorism.

Turkey has long been a victim of terrorist groups, ranging from
‘Soviet-trained and supplied Turkish communists, Kurdish separatists and
Armenian nationalists, to native right-wing ultranationalists and
Islamic fundamentalists with links to other radical Islamic groups in
neighboring Syria, Lebanon and Iran. When the Israelis overran the bases
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of the Palestine Liberation Organization in Lebanon, they furnished the
Turkish authorities with evidence of the links between the PLO groups
and many of these other terrorist groups of the left and the right,
which were trying to destabilize and transform Turkish society.

Thus the Turkish authorities certainly have an interest in finding
- out what group was behind the Istanbul massacre. Not only was this an
attack on Turkish sovereignty, and as the Government stressed -- an
attack on loyal Turkish citizens -- but this attack was also seen by
some, such as former Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit, as "an attempt to
undermine the secular character" of the Turkish state. -

-In a statement on September 6 condemning the attack, and calling -
for international cooperation in the fight against terrorism, Prime
‘Minister Turgut Ozal stressed that "all citizens living in Turkey are
under the protection of the state, irrespective of their religion,
language or race." He went on: "We share as a nation the grief and pain
of all the families of our fellow citizens who have died because of this
odious assault, and express our deepest sympathies to them."

This reassurance to the Jewish community was welcome, especially
since many observers have been noting a resurgence of Islamic piety
-among the younger generation in Turkey. While by no means as widespread
as the Islamic fundamentalism that has taken over in Iran, it is feared
by some that this tendency, if left unchecked, could erode the Western,
secularist outlook Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, founder of the Turkish
Republic, sought to instill in the country's youth. Prime Minister
0zal, himself a devout Moslem, has been encouraging closer ties between
Turkey and the Islamic world, although his declared intention is
primarily to reap economic and political benefits from Turkey's position
as a bridge between the West and the Middle East. 0zal has refused to
yield to Arab demands to break off relations with Israel.

The Turkish authorities are trying to establish the identity of the
terrorists and determine whether they, in fact, belonged to the Pales-
tinian Revenge Organization, a possible Abu Nidal front, or to one of
the Moslem fundamentalist groups, such as the Lebanese-based Islamic
Holy War, or the Islamic Resistance, a pro-Iranian group, each of which
claimed responsibility for the massacre. The authorities are also
seeking to determine whether the perpretrators received any logistical
support from indigenous Turkish sources.

If this is established, then the date of the synagogue attack,
September 6, may prove highly significant. For it was on September 6,
1980, that a massive rally was held in the traditional Islamic center of
Konya, where religious fanatics shouted Arabic slogans and called for
the abolition of secularism in Turkey. Ostensibly, the march was called
to protest against Israel's Knesset decision proclaiming unified
Jerusalem Israel's eternal capital. But the "Jerusalem Liberation Day"
rally in Konya soon turned overtly anti-Semitic. Necmettin Erbakan,
leader of the pro-Islamic National Salvation Party (NSP), blamed
"international Zionism" for all of Turkey's economic problems, called on
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' Turkey to break off diplomatic ties with Israel, and urged all Moslems
to liberate Jerusalem.

According to eyewitnesses, a seven-year-old child dressed in
traditional Islamic garb carried a banner declaring: "Death to the
Jews!" Another banner proclaimed: "One branch of Zionism is capitalism,
" the other is communism." The demonstration ended with the burning of
the Israeli, American and Soviet flags. (This symbolized that for
Erbakan's followers, as for Ayatollah Khomeini's, the three "Satans"
that Islam had to confront were Israel, the United States and the Soviet
Union.)

The Konya rally was the "last straw" for the Turkish military, who
regard themselves as the guardians of Ataturk's secular heritage. Six
days later, on September 12, 1980, the military, led by Chief of Staff
Kenan Evren, took over. The NSP and other extremist parties were
outlawed. Erbakan was arrested and charged with violating the Turkish
constitution. He was tried and convicted, but was released from prison
more than a year ago and has resumed public appearances.

Is it simply a coincidence that the first terrorist attack on a
synagogue in Turkey took place on September 6, the anniversary of the
Konya rally, or does this mark a renewed challenge to Turkish secularism
by virulently anti-Semitic Islamic fundamentalists? General Evren, who
was elected President in November 1982, and the government of Prime
Minister 0Ozal are determined to find out. But as of October 6 the
Turkish Embassy in Washington had received no definitive information on
the identity of the terrorists or their possible accomplices.

4, The need to stop state condoning of terrorism. The nature of
the target and the chilling cruelty in the execution of the assault
provide circumstantial evidence that the Istanbul attack may very well
have been the work of the Abu Nidal group. It is this fanatical
Palestinian group, led by Sabri el-Banna, that was responsible for the
terrorist attack on the main synagogue in Rome in 1982, and on the Rome
and Vienna airports in December 1985. Sabri el-Banna is virulently
opposed to any possible compromise with Israel, and it is precisely
~whenever there are glimmers of hope of movement toward peace that the

Abu Nidal group springs into action.

. Indeed, its victims have not only been Jews and Israelis, such as
Shlomo Argov, the Ambassador of Israel in London, but Jordanian offi-
cials and Palestinians who appeared to be advocating a peaceful Middle
East solution. Thus, one of Abu Nidal's victims was Dr. Issam Sartawi,
one of Yasir Arafat's lieutenants who was trying to move the PLO to
recognize Israel. Abu Nidal's assassin killed him while Sartawi was
attending a Socialist International conference in Portugal.

A disturbing revelation about French policy toward Abu Nidal is
contained in the dispatch from Paris by Richard Bernstein in The New
York Times of October 5, 1986. Pierre M. Marion, the head of the French
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intelligence services during 1981-1982, recalled in an interview in
Nouvel Observateur that he had met twice with Syrian President Hafez
al-Assad's brother, Rifaat, who was in charge of Syrian links with
Palestinian and other terrorist groups, and convinced Assad to agree
that Abu Nidal would no longer operate on French territory. Marion
. cited as proof of the "success" of his policy the fact that Abu Nidal
- waited two years until Dr. Sartawi had left France for the conference in
Portugal to have him gunned down! '

Until recently, some European governments, such as Greece, Italy
. and France, had thought that they could buy immunity from foreign
terrorism by closing their eyes, or making the kind of deal Marion made.
It was only after the varlous hijackings and airport bombings caused a
tremendous economic drain on the tourist industries of these countries
that they began serlously to reconsider their policies of indifference
to Palestinian terrorism. :

Another factor, which was cited by Attorney General Edwin Meese at
a meeting of the Presidents' Conference last week, was the United States
retaliatory raid against Libya in April. Fear of what the United States
might do next, and the possible complications of unilateral American
action, finally convinced the Europeans to begin working together more
fully to share intelligence, to adopt economic sanctions against Libya,
to crack down upon known terrorists, and to carefully check the identity
of suspicious travelers. The recent spate of bombings in Paris has
gotten the French to reexamine their own misguided policy.

The simple truth is that Abu Nidal could not continue to operate as
he has for over a decade if he did not have one or more governments
-- Iraq, Syria, Libya -~ providing him clandestinely with a safe haven
and all kinds of logistical support. The Syrians, in response to
repeated American demands that they rid themselves of Abu Nidal, have
claimed that he no longer operates his terrorist activities from Syria
but merely has a political office in Damascus. After all, say the
Syrians, how can they refuse to support the noble Palestinian cause?
This brings me to the fifth point.

5. The need to reject moral relativism. You must have frequently
heard it said that there is no objective standard to define terrorism
because "one man's terrorist is another's freedom fighter." After all,
didn't the Algerian liberation movement kill Frenchmen, and didn't the
Irgun kill British soldiers and blow up the King David Hotel in order to
hasten the British departure from Palestine? Of course, violence is
often a necessary part of a struggle for liberation. What people forget
is that the King David was not a luxury tourist hotel but the head-
- quarters of the British Mandatory Government at the time that Menachem
Begin ordered it blown up. Moreover, before the attack, the British
were warned to evacuate the building.

A crucial difference between a legitimate act of warfare and a
wanton act of terrorism is in the choice of the target. As Secretary of



- 80 -

State George Shultz has pointed out, "terrorist means discredit their
ends." The late Senator Henry Jackson gave the most eloquent rebuttal to
this false moral relativism: "Freedom fighters or revolutionaries don't
blow up buses containing noncombatants; terrorist murderers do. Freedom
fighters don't set out to capture and slaughter schoolchildren; ter-
rorist murderers do. Freedom fighters don't assassinate innocent
businessmen, or hold hostage innocent men, women and children; terrorist
murderers do." (I would add that today the entire Jewish population of
Syria, numbering more than 4,000, are being held hostage. Anyone caught
trying to leave illegally, is subject to five years imprisonment. Thus
Syria, in addition to supporting terrorist groups in other countries,

terrorizes its own citizens.)

If Senator Jackson were alive today, he would no doubt add:
"Freedom fighters don't shoot paralyzed tourists in wheelchairs;
terrorist murderers do," and "Freedom fighters don't attack Sabbath
worshipers at a synagogue; terrorist murderers do."

6. Taking practical steps to fight against terrorism. Enforcement
of border controls, surveillance, sharing of intelligence, monitoring of
diplomatic pouches to prevent abuse, economic sanctions, and preemptive
and retaliatory strikes are all matters that are appropriately in the
hands of governmental authorities.

What can we do as individuals? We should encourage our own
government and other civilized governments to take tough and coordinated
measures. We should take prudent measures to increase security at our
own institutions. We should express our disapproval by refusing to
travel to or do business with countries that support or condone ter-
rorism. Finally, we should reward countries that do act vigorously
against terrorism, notably Israel, by spending our tourist dollars there:
and showing our solidarity with the Israelis by visiting as frequently
as possible.

Only when governments and an outraged citizenry work together can
we begin to hope that the scourge of terrorism, like that of piracy on
the high seas, will cease to capture the daily headlines and become
merely a subject of historical interest.
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APPENDIX

The Evening of Solidarity and Remembrance was cosponsored by the Union
County Board of Rabbis and the Jewish Community Relations Council of the
Jewish Federation of Central New Jersey. At the conclusion of the
meeting, the more than 400 persons who attended were asked to sign a
petition supporting the Administration's efforts against terrorism, and
to communicate their views directly to President Reagan and to their
senators and representatives. The text of the petition follows:

A PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The citizens of Central New Jersey, in memorializing the
victims of the massacre at the Neve Shalom synagogue in
Istanbul, Turkey, stand firmly behind our government's
denunciatlon of terrorism and its efforts to elimlnate
it worldwide.

We support the Administration's policy that acts of
terrorism must be met by determined political, economic
and, if necessary, military action.

We support efforts by the Administration and Congress to
press our western allies, and the entire community of
nations to pursue an active, comprehensive anti-
terrorism policy.

The entire community condemns ‘any act of terrorism
against any people, anywhere, at any time, and urges all
nations to deny terrorists a haven or Opportunities to
carry out their activities.

George E. Gruen is director of the Israel and Middle East Affairs
Division in the International Relations Department

7930- (IRD-9)
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NGO Statement by International League for Human Rights
s to the
United Nations Commission on Human Rights
Delivered by Sidney Liskofsky
Director, Jacob Blaustein Institute
American Jewish Committee
March 6, 1987

The International League for Human Rights wishes to convey its
respect to the Commission for the important measures it has taken in
recent years to advance the promotion and protection of human rights
worldwide through the establishment of several specialized mechanisms.
We are particularly encouraged by the work of the Working Group on
Involuntary or Enforced Disappearances; the Special Rapporteurs on (a)
Torture, (b) Summary or Arbitrary Executions, and (c) Religious Tole-
rance; and the Special Rapporteurs examining conditions in several
countries, (Afghanistan, Chile, El Salvador, and Iran), as well as the
Ad Hoc Working Group on South Africa.

The International League for Human Rights also has been pleased to
note the establishment of the Working Group on a Draft Declaration on
the Rights and Responsibilities of Individuals, Groups, and Organs of
Society to Promote and Protect Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.
- The League encourages the Working Group to move promptly to conclude its
drafting, so that its final declaration will bring hope and protection
to the thousands of individual human rights defenders and groups of
defenders who look to the United Nations for moral support.

The League has a longstanding concern that persons who are active
in the defense of universally recognized human rights do not suffer
harassment and/or punitive action because of their peaceful efforts to
promote and protect human rights. The League has noted, with grave
concern, patterns of detention of many persons who are active in the
defense of human rights. '

We ask all -governments to take action to ensure that persons
engaged in the peaceful defense of human rights be freed from incarcera-
tion, and safe from punitive actions and harrassment, whether judicial
or extra-judicial... [A list of imprisoned human rights activists in
Algeria, Cuba, Chile, USSR, Yugoslavia, and South Africa followed.]

The League urges that these persons be freed and further harassment
be ended against them and all other peaceful defenders of human rights.

Mr. Chairman, in concluding this brief presentation, the Inter-
national League wishes to pay tribute to the great scientist, humanist,
and human rights defender, the Nobel laureate Andrei Sakharov, who has
honored us in serving for many years as our Honorary President. In his
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now famous letter to [Soviet] General Secretary Gorbachev...which
occasioned their historic telephone conversation reported by the media
worldwide, Dr. Sakharov wrote in part:

I believe that the existence of prisoners of conscience in our
country is a legacy of the intolerant, dogmatic ideas of those
years, the deplorable Stalin era, ideas that still affect the
thinking and actions of some government officials...There
should be no prisoners of conscience in a just society. We
can do little to affect the fate of prisoners of conscience in
other countries, except through the example we set. We can,
however, free our own prisoners of conscience...their release
would have real humanitarian, moral, political and, I dare
say, historical significance...It would advance the openness
[glasnost] of our society, international confidence and the
cause of peace. It would bring happiness at last to the
prisoners' families...It would evoke a positive response
throughout the world...l assign exceptional importance to the
fate of prisoners of conscience.

Mr. Chairman, we regret that time prevents our reciting the full
text of this eloquent and moving letter. It is a public document that
has been widely reported in the press and other media. We recommend it
as obligatory reading for all who are truly concerned with human rights.

* ¥ * *

6989-IRD-1
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© THE "JEWISH INVASION":
A CASE HISTORY OF ANTI-SEMITIC PROPAGANDA IN ARGENTINA

by Jacob Kovadloff

Despite the discrediting of Argentina's recent military dictator-
ship, right-wing elements have not accepted the country's young demo-
cratic regime. One weapon in their campaign to undermine the constitu-
tional government of President Raul Alfonsin is anti-Semitism, which is
still endemic in Argentina. Bizarre falsehoods concerning Jewish
conspiracies against Argentina crop up periodically, are publicized by
right-wing propagandists and reported in the media, and then fade. A
recent example, exposed by Delegacion de Asociaciones Israelitas de la
Argentina (DAIA), the umbrella organization of the Argentine Jewish
community, alleged a Jewish plot to colonize Patagonia, Argentina's vast
and sparsely populated southern portion.

THE PLOT REVEALED

On January 4, 1986, the Argentine news agency Diarios y Noticias
(DYN) disseminated throughout Argentina a report that Israeli explorers,
disguised as backpackers, were surveying the El Calafate region of Santa
Cruz province in Patagonia for the possible settlement there of 10,000
Israelis over the next ten years. The report implied that the project
had been approved by national and local government officials. It
included confirmatory statements by an alleged "Jewish leader," one
"Albert Levy" -- a surname often used to identify a Jew in anti-Semitic
propaganda in Argentina.

The DYN report was carried in the influential Buenos Aires daily La
Nacion and in a number of provincial papers, including La Opinion
Austral (Rio Gallegos), Rio Negro (Rio Negro), La Nueva Provincia EBahia
Blanca), La Voz del Pueblo ETres Arroyos), La Gaceta (Tucuman), Diario
de Cuyo (San Juan), and El Tiempo (Azul). Some of these papers are
known as supporters of right-wing factions in the armed forces and
vehicles for anti-Semitic propaganda. La Nueva Provincia, for example,
in the 1970s castigated the banker David Graiver for his alleged
handling of guerrilla funds and later his business associates, including
the journalist Jacobo Timerman. '

For several weeks, local agitators exploited the "settlement" issue
with the cooperation of some provincial newspapers. On March 14,
Prensa Confidencial referred to the "likely" settlement in Patagonia of
30,000 Soviet Jews with the "consent" of the Argentine, U.5. and Soviet
governments. The "Jewish invasion" was publicized in nationalist and
anti-Semitic Buenos Aires newspapers such as Bastion and Independencia.

In February the monthly Cono Sur, published in Comodoro Rivadavia,
headlined an article "Patagonia -- the New Palestine?" In May another
article's headline asked "The Beginning of a Jewish Settlement in
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Patagonia?" This concerned one "Dr. Guillermo Boslavsky," a Jewish
furrier from La Plata, who was seeking to buy 40,000 hectares of fertile
land in southern Argentina presumably for Jewish settlement. Also in
May, La Nueva Provincia reported that a Peronist deputy from Santa Cruz
province had made a "serious" accusation about a "planned invasion” of
southern Argentina involving "England, Chile and Israel."

When representatives of DAIA tried to discover the source of the
original report, DYN officials could give them no information, nor had
DYN even kept a copy of the wire communication. A spokesman for the
government of Santa Cruz province "had no information as to the source
of the report." The governor himself wrote in Tucuman's La Gaceta that
he had no knowledge of the alleged Jewish settlement and that he
rejected any kind of xenophobia. On January 17 DAIA president Dr. David
Goldberg told La Nacion that the story was "one of the many lies or
canards spread by certain organizations with clearly anti-Semitic
leanings and a general antidemocratic stance." In August 1986, the DAIA
published a 46-page booklet, "The Jewish Invasion™ -- A New Anti-Semitic
Fraud, identifying the story as another device of reactionary forces to
manipulate anti-Semitism to undermine the current democratic regime.

THE BACKGROUND

The "Jewish invasion" of Patagonia has a long history. As early as
1939, Nazi Germany reportedly eyed Patagonia as a site for future German
colonization. Nazil agents may have been involved in plans to bring
about the secession of Patagonia from Argentina.

The idea that Patagonia might be detached from Argentina was
revived in 1971 by Walter Beveraggi Allende, a prominent anti-Semite
(who in the 1940s had been deprived of his citizenship for seeking U.S.
military intervention in Argentina). In an article titled "Argentina
Self-Defense Against Zionist Aggression," Beveraggi Allende revealed a
plot by international Jewry, worked out during a visit of "New York
Chief Rabbi Gordon"™ to Argentina in March 1969, to establish a Jewish
state in Patagonia. The alleged conspiracy was publicized throughout
Argentina by pro-Franco journalists connected with the official Spanish
news agency who claimed to have seen documentary evidence of the plot.
The so-called Andinia Plan even included a "gigantic natural refrigera-
tor" in the Antarctic that would serve as a food-storage zone once
"Jewish genius" had achieved the "superproduction of food" in Patagonia.

Soon a Tucuman lawyer, Ezequiel Avila Gallo, took up the story of
the Andinia Plan. At his instigation, a local newspaper published a
series of anti-Semitic articles in 1972, although another newspaper
pointed out that Avila Gallo had in the past been a disseminator of
unsubstantiated allegations. In 1986 Avila Gallo embraced the. story of
the "Jewish invasion" of Patagonia. He was supported by La Gaceta of
Tucuman, which condemned the Jewish "conspiracy."

As the DAIA took pains to. point out, the Andinia Plan and the
"Jewish invasion" report share certain features of the notorious
forgery, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion. Both schemes are products
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of an alleged international Jewish conspiracy (which Argentine reaction-
aries identify with Zionism, Freemasonry, multinational corporations,
and other bogeys) and both are "proved" by documents that have happened
to fall into the hands of racist agitators.

NEW DEVELOPMENTS

The DAIA's booklet failed to lay to rest the fear of a Jewish
invasion. In September 1986 the Associated Press reported that Presi-
dent Alfonsin, on hls visit to Moscow in October, was planning to ask
Soviet authorities to permit the emigration of Soviet Jews to Argentina.
The report was attributed to a "presidential spokesman." When Ur.
Goldberg of the DAIA inquired about the report, he was told that it was
false. In a statement to Radio Argentina in Buenos Aires, DOr. Goldberg
noted that "the report stems from certain ultranationalist quarters of
the press. This deplorable fiction is related to other precedents. What
prompted this fabrication is anybody's guess."

But another Associated Press report, dated September 19, 1986,
quoted a government spokesman as saying enigmatically that the report
about the emigration of Soviet Jews to ﬁrgentina "can neither be
rejected nor confirmed."

Meanwhile, Beveraggi Allende has sued Dr. Goldberg for libel for
identifying him as an anti-Semite in the DAIA booklet, "The Jewish
Invasion"; Beveraggi Allende asserts that he is anti-Zionist, not
anti-Semitic, The trial opened in Buenos Aires at the end of October.
There is considerable interest in the Argentine Jewish community about
how the judiciary will handle this case under existing Argentine law.

An antidiscrimination bill sent to Congress two years ago by
President Alfonsin was passed by the House but is still pending in the
Senate. Under its original provisions, Beveraggi Allende, the plaintiff
in the libel case, should have been subject to prosecution.

Jacob Kovadloff is Director of South American Affairs in the Inter-
national Relations Department of the American Jewish Committee.

86-520
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EXCERPTS FROM ADDRESS BY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM, DIRECTOR

OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
AT BLACK-JEWISH FORUM, WITH THE REV. JESSE JACKSON, AT

QUEENS COLLEGE, NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 1987, 7:30 P.M.

—— o —————— —

The invitation extended to me by the Honorable Alan Hevesi, assistant
majority leader of the New York State Assembly and professor of political
science at Queens College, and by Professor Ernest Schwarcz, dean of Gen-
eral Studies at this college, is deeply appreciated. Their establishment

and support of the Queens Black-Jewish/People to People Project is both

a symbol and a substantive contribution to a vital goal that hopefully all
of us here tonight share -- the overcoming of misunderstanding and the
advancement of knowledge, mutual respect and cooperation between the Black
and Jewish communities, in the context of a profound concern for the welfare
of our beloved American democratic republic.

Let me be clear at the outset about my mandate -- as | see it -- this
evening. | speak here as an individual, exercising my democratic right

of free speech. While | believe that | may express the feelings and views
of many in the Jewish community, what | am about to say does not represent
the official positions of the American Jewish Committee and certainly not
those of the American Jewish community, which is characterized by diversity
and a plurality of views as is true of every other religious, racial or
ethnic group in our democracy.

Why are we here this evening before this large assembly? This is not an
easy evening either for the Reverend Jesse Jackson nor myself. If the
bigots and extremists in our society had their way, this evening would not
take place. The fact that Jesse Jackson and | made a declision to share
this platform in the face of threats,slanders, and intimidations is a
statement of our determination to reject hatred, bigotry and verbal violence.
We do not and we will not evade the troublesome and disturbing episodes in
Black-Jewish relations in the recent past, but our purpose tonight, as |
see it, is to try to find a better way, a more civil and constructive way
for Blacks and Jews to live and work together, as they have done for much
of their history during the past 25 years. ;

Why are we here tonight? | want to try to answer that question out of my
reflections and life experiences during the past quarter century or more.
In 1968, | became involved with Catholic and Protestant leaders in trying
to relieve the suffering of the victims of the Nigerian-Biafran conflict.
That exposure to so much destruction of human lives, with tens of thousands
of deaths of Muslims and Christians and incredible starvation of thousands
of innocent children, transformed my life.

While the Jewish agenda -- Soviet Jewry, Israel, peace in the Middle East
between Jews and Arabs, the Black Jews of Ethiopia -- are constantly at
the core of my consciousness, since 1968 | have been driven to dedicate
much of my waking hours to the problems of world refugees, world hunger,
and International human rights.
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There are about twelve million refugezs in the world today, some six
million of them in Africa -- the largest refugee problem in the worid --

“ living mostly in desperate conditions. The searing fact is that most of
these refugee tragedies are the result of religious, racial, ethnic, and
tribal conflicts. In the Sudan, several years ago, nearly a million Black
Christians and animists were massacred by Arab Muslim tribes of the North.
In Uganda, President Idi Amin and his Nubian tribesmen slaughtered some
500,000 Black Christians, half of them Anglicans, half Roman Catholic.

In India, there are unending slaughters of Muslims, Hindus, and Sikhs.

In Sri Lanka, Tamils and Sinhalese destroy each other. The lran-liraqg
war has resulted in the deaths of an estimated quarter million people,
many of them children, 12 to 14 years old. Lebanon, once the citadel of
Arab Christendom and the model of pluralism in the Middle East, is now a
daily slaughter-house. And who loses sleep over lreland where for more

- than a decade Protestants and Catholics have been destroying each other?

Religious, racial and ethnic hatreds have become the engine of an epidemic
of dehumanization in the world. Nowhere is that dehumanization more palp-
able and tragic than in South Africa. In October 1985, | went on a mission
with American Jewish Committee leaders to South Africa. We met with a great
many representatives from every segment of that blighted society -- from
Archbishop Tutu, black union leaders, the Sash legal aid society, to leaders
of the government, business, and the Jewish community.

It is a nightmare, an abomination, to experience the chemistry of national-
ist arrogance and religious bigotry. Two massive religious lies have dom-
inated Western civilization, including that of South Africa. Jews have
suffered and have been destroyed by the 1,900-year-old religious lie of
‘'deicide' -- the absurd notion that the Jewish people collectively killed
Christ, and therefore must endure unending punishment and exile. Some
Fundamentalist Christians preached the obscenity that the Nazi holocaust

was God's ultimate punishment of the Jews for having allegedly killed Christ.

Apartheid is another such religious lie. In Dutch Reformed Churches, it has
been taught for generations as gospel truth that the Black people have been
cursed by God with ""the curse of Ham.!" Segregation and apartheid have thus
been justified as doing God's will. | saw the demonic power of that reli-
gious lie as | watched from afar young Afrikaans leaping out of their "hippo"
armored troop carriers in Soweto and shooting black youths at will. These
young Afrikaans, fresh off the farms and filled with their church lessons,
have been raised in a culture of religious and racial hatred. Where were
they to learn that the life of a black child is as precious in the eyes of
God as their own?

The late psychoanalyst, Dr. Eric Fromm, in his monumental last work, The
Anatomy of Human Destructiveness, called such behavior, ''group narcissism.'
As in the dynamics of individual narcissism, a group attributes to itself
all virtue, and to the outgroup all vice. Such a group becomes totally
self-centered and sees itself as naturally superior, and sees the other as
inferior -- "an infidel, a heretic'" deserving of destruction. Dr. Fromm
called such group conflict '"psychopathic'' behavior that is responsible for .

much of the group aggression, terrorism, and violence that pockmarks the
world today.

.
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The cost in human lives that the human family is paying for such religious
and racial hatreds all over the world is staggering, In a nuclear-missile
age, such psychopathology when out of control could conceivably, God forbid,
trigger off a nuclear holocaust.

AMERICA IS DIFFERENT

Blacks and Jews, all Amerlcans, need to acknowledge that America is differ-
ent. For the past 200 years, our natlonal and religious leaders have
struggled mightily to establish an open, democratic pluralist society. : The
true genius of America rests In the reality that each religious, racial,

and ethnic group comes to the common American table by right, not by suffer-
ance. ' i

Each group -- religious, racial, ethnic =- has its agenda, its own deeply

felt priorities, and has a right to receive a fair and sympathetic hearing
at the shared American table. While advocating its own agenda, each of us
has a simultaneous and overarching obligation to serve the common welfare.

American democracy is founded on a social compact which is a fragile instru-
ment. Watergate and lrangate underscore that fragility. That compact

needs to be continuously nurtured. That does not preclude constructive
criticism, for holding differing views. But indulging religious or racial
bigotry, reckless and uninhibited racial epithets or anti-Semitic defama-
tions can beat this precious, fragile social compact into the dust.

America is the only nation on earth that has not been despoiled by religlious
wars, Yet we have had far too much of racism, anti-Semitism, lynchings,
and verbal violence. Indeed, the infamous canard that''Zionism is racism'
is just such an expression of defamation and verbal violence. If we are
to prevent the Balkanization of America, or the regression to any form of
the group hatred that pockmark so many other parts of the world, we --
each of us, Jesse Jackson and myself, each of us in this audience -- must
commit ourselves to the course of civility and dialogue, in a spirit of
mutual respect and helpfulness. And we must spontaneously -- out of our
own ethical convictions and democratic values -- repudiate the scurrilous
attacks of demagogues. Of such moral courage and integrity is credibility
made.

BLACK-JEWISH RELAT IONS

At their height and most productive, Black-Jewish relations in the 1960s
and 1970s were the paradigm of democratic pluralism at its best.

The essential reason for that extraordinary, Indeed, historic cooperation
was well formulated by my colleague, Albert Vorspan, In an OP-Ed piece In
The New York Times. He recalled how, in 1964, the late Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., was challenging racial discrimination in public accomodations

in St. Augustine, Florida. There was a fierce resistance, and he appealed
to the Central Conference of American Rabbis for help. Within hours, 16
rabbis came to St. Augustine where they joined Dr. King and his people.

For entering the black church and for integrating a lunch counter, they were
all cattle-prodded into a cell; a number had their lives threatened.
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Why did these rabbis engage in acts of civil disobedience and prepare to go
to jail? Vorspan wrote: ''The answer is simple: Martin Luther King, Jr.

""No other person could have evoked such an Instantaneous and uncritical
response from us. With Dr. King, there was implicit trust, a profound bond
of mutual respect, and a deep sense of solidarity with his mission.

""We respected him because he was intellectually keen and a powerful orator,
loved him because he cherished the glory of racial and religious diversity.
He despised black separatism as both wrong and counterproductive. He saw
the civil rights revolution not as a black rebellion but as a covenant of
white and black, Christian and Jew, standing together for decency.

"To Dr. King, justice was a seamless web: anti-Semitism and anti-Catholic
prejudice, like racial bigotry, were anathema; his goal was not only
justice for America's blacks but human rights for all peoples everywhere."

‘Vorspan adds:

"If, as | believe, Meir Kahane is essentially a problem Jews must face and
resolve, so the Rev. Louis Farrakhan is a central challenge to the integrity
and future of the black community...But black-Jewish relations are bigger
than Louis Farrakhan or Meir Kahane, and we still have much in common that
transcends our demagogues and our frictions. As Dr. King never tired of
pointing out, blacks and Jews have common enemies; we have shared a history
of oppression. That gives us a shared vision of a compassionate and open
society. : '

"We need each other. Black and Jewish Congressmen are advancing a common
agenda -- protecting the poor from Reagan soclial cuts, resisting violations
of the separation of church and state, supporting the security of lIsrael,
speaking out for Soviet Jews and others denied their human rlghts, opposing
apartheid in South Africa and racism at home. Despite the irritations and
conflicts that cloud black-Jewish relations -- even on such anguished issues
as affirmative action -- there is still a bond that ties Jews and blacks
together." -

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. forged a Black-Jewish bond in love, devotion,

blood and dreams. The greatest homage we Jews can pay to his memory -- that
superb '""Religious Leader as Political Activist' -- is to nurture and strengthen
that bond which was -- and must remain -- a blessing for America and for

the world.

| can only hope and pray that this shared evening with the Rev. Jesse Jackson
will mark a turning away from aberrations and deviations in Black-Jewish
relations of the past, and will return us to the highway of justice and
mutual respect, for the sake of the Black and Jewish peoples of our nation,
and for the well-being of all Americans.

rpr
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ADDRESS BY THE REV. JESSE JACKSON, PRESIDENT OF
THE RAINBOW COALITION, AT BLACK-JEWISH FORUM,
WITH RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM, DIRECTOR OF
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE,
AT QUEENS COLLEGE, NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 1987

Thank you to Queens College for your sponsorship of this important evening,
and for your ever gracious hospitality. And thank you to Alan Hevesi: for
developing the idea of the Black-Jewish dialogues, for ensuring its support,
and most of all for your own personal leadership. This community is fortunate
to have you: in your district, in the Assembly, and in the classroom.

You have asked me to begin by speaking of the religious figure as a political
leader -~ a tradition going back at least as far as Moses, that great leader
whose life .is also a symbol of interracial cooperation. Fleeing the court of
Pharoah, Moses went to Midian. He married Zipporah, an African woman, and

named their child Gershon, because, he said '"| have. been a stranger in a
foreign land." It was Moses, the Jewish child raised by an Egyptian princess,

who led his people out of Egypt to freedom.

As political leader, Moses spoke up to Pharoah -- told the truth to Pharoah
and braved his wrath -- then led the Jewish people across the Red Sea on the
way to the promised Holy Land. As religious leader, Moses spoke up to
this same people =-- when he came down from Mount Sinail with the Ten Command-
ments and found them worshiping the golden calf. '

And this is the finest tradition of religious leaders -- to speak the truth,
to stand up to imperial authority when necessary and to speak out to one's
own congregation when appropriate but always to be prepared in God's name to
speak the truth as you know it.

_American history begins with religious figures serving as political leaders.
Led by their ministers the Pilgrims dared that dangerous voyage across the
Atlantic in search of religious freedom -- and yet, ironically, what they
valued for themselves they denied toothers, forbidding dissension, persecuting
Quakers, demanding adherence to a strict sectarian line.

But there are other examples, too, of early religious figqures who preached
and practiced tolerance. The Baptist Minister Roger Williams founded the
Colony of Rhode Island on the principles of religious tolerance. The Quaker
leadership of Pennsylvania fleeing persecution at home, offered sanctuary to
others -- and not coincidently, fair play to native Americans -- an American
first and too long an American oddity.

Religious figures stepped to the front lines of leadership in the fight to
abolish slavery: John Brown, Frederick Douglass, both deeply religious, they
used their talent, public platforms, pulpits and their moral authority to

. speak out against the evil of slavery, to insist that this nation live up
to its own best principles of freedom and equality.
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Meanwhile in fields and cabins, slaves told each other the story of the
Exodus secretly at night, a symbol of hope and redemption. In the Black
communities of slaves and freemen alike, the religious leader was most
often also the political leader; the natural result in small cohesive
communities with their own internal social structure but little or no
economic resources or political authority.

There are similarities between these Black communites in the nineteenth
and early twentieth century, and the Jewish communities of Eastern Europe
during the same time. There too the rabbi was likely to serve as teacher,
civic authority and negotiator with the outside world. Who better could
articulate the hopes and goals of his community? Who better, in the
tradition of Moses, to speak out to civil authorities on behalf of the
oppressed? o

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum and | come to this meeting to speak from our different
perspectives; but we begin by acknowledging our common experience. As Jews
and as Afro Americans, our people have known what it Is like to be slaves.
0f all the people in the world, we explicity remember that experience,
reminding ourselves andour children that we were slaves =- in the land of -
Egypt and the United States.

And as we remember slavery, we celebrate emancipation. We value and take
joy in our freedom, knowing that it is brought to us by God's grace and
protected by constant human vigilance.

Jews and Blacks have traveled different journies, but we share a common
history; the experience of oppression.

Both our people have suffered from harsh and painful government. For Blacks,
that meant slavery -- legislated and enforced by government followed by
years of institutionalized, legalized discrimination -- again, enforced
against us by the agencies of our own government.

For Jews, the memory is of the Holocaust, the horror of rulers gone mad,

the murder of millions of human beings, from babies to grandparents ==

and the search for safety and refuge from which too many of the world's
governments turned away. For both of us, the memories are fresh and the
lesson clear. Because we have suffered from the murderous attacks of bad
government, == carried out in the name of the law, carried out by people

even wearing the uniform of the law -- because we have experienced the horror
of governance for evil, we are totally committed to the standards of govern-
ment for good.

Because we have felt the pain and shed the blood of race hatred, we under-
stand the need for interracial understanding and cooperation. Because we

have mourned the fallen in the war of hatred and prejudice, we must pledge
ourselves again to fight for the triumph of knowledge and love.

.(‘
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Let me share with you a story from recent history that will make our message
clear. When President Reagan announced his plans to travel toBitburg, |
was shocked. Shocked that in spite of appeals from government officials
and the public, he would be adamant and remain so insensitive to the feel-
ings of those who had lived through that history. In formulating my own
response to his trip, | spoke to people who were authorities on the Holocaust,
here and abroad. | spoke to Elie Wiesel, the Nobel Laureate -- a Nobel
Laureate who certainly merits our greatest gratitude and congratulations on
an honor well deserved -- as well as U.S. Dr. Paul Parks of Boston, the
former State Education Superintendent in Massachusetts,an engineer and
veteran. ;

Dr. Parks, a distinguished African-American, told me of his own personal
experience as a soldier in the United States in the United States Army in _
1945. As a member of the Corps of Engineers, he was with the Black Battalion
that was the first to enter Dachau. When those troops approached this death
camp, whichwere so eerie and silent, they were frightened. |They thought it
was a military camp; it was a death camp. They saw the piles of bodies and
knew they were in the presence of an incomprehensible tragedy and consummate
evil. But they also assumed that German soldiers were hiding within the
camp's walls, waiting to attack them.

Inside those silent buildings, the remaining Jewish prisoners were huddled
in fear., They hear the approaching footsteps and assumed the worst, that
German soldiers were returning to finish them off. Then, cautiously peering
out, they realized these soldiers were black and could not be Nazis. The
prisoners, most of whom had never seen a Black, rushed out when they saw
them. In stark disbelief and in passionate relief, they embraced. They
were in trauma. Both were in shock. Both stood momentarily paralyzed on
the cutting edge of history. Mutual fear and insecurity had been trans-
formed into mutual security and rescue.

Blacks got to the Dachau and Buchenwald concentration camps first. There
are stories here that must be told.

It is the spirit of those moments of triumph that must be recaptured and
nurtured and never let go. For in those moments were messages not just
for Blacks and Jews, but for the suffering and rejected everywhere. For
the entire community of the suffering and the survivors, including the
Hispanics, Asians, Arabs, native Americans, Central Americans, and the
people of the Carribbean. '

This true story of Dr. Parks and Dachau is one of the most important lessons
of our time. In their ignorance, inmates and liberators each thought the
other was the enemy. Separated by the death camp'swalls, they feared the
worst. But when they opened their eyes, they saw for themselves, they
realized the truth. That we must look at each other squarely -- and
recognize our allies. Walls and Ignorance keep us apart. We must tear

down the walls, open our eyes, smile through our tears, and open our hearts
and arms to one another. ’
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And so today when we look at the situation here at home, we see examples
of racial conflict that are even more chilling because they involve the
young for whom we have such high hopes. We can find many examples of
walls of ignorance and fear, which breed insecurity and hatred, that
manifests itself in acts of blind and mean violence. Caught in the prism
of racism, we see natural allies kept apart.

It is because | believe so strongly in that which we have in common that

| came here tonight to talk about our common future =- our cooperation

for the common good. It is because | believe so strongly in the ability 3
of people of good will to reason together that | urge us all tonight to

focus our sights not on those issues on which we may differ but on the

large issues on which we agree. And it is because | believe so strongly

in the need for us to work together that | want to speak to you tonight

about some of the myths that divide us.

Yes we have real problems and real concerns. No resident of Queens, no
resident of New York, no thoughtful citizen of the United States can

deny that we have problems and conflicts between groups. But let us also
be aware that some of these problems are exaggerated: that some of these
conflicts have been exacerbated; that some of the so-called issues are
better exposed as modern-day myths.

What ‘are - these myths? Let me list three.

First is the myth that among the biggest problems facing Blacks and Jews
are those posed by extremists within each group. The sociologists would
refer to this as blaming the victim. In reality this is a political
diversion, an attempt to distract our attention to the real problems for
both of us caused by attacks from outside. And make no mistake -- the
real extremists out there are aiming at both of us. The neo-Nazis in
Idaho who want to build an Aryan Nation are full of hate toward Blacks and
Jews. The Director of Communications in President Reagan's White House,
who ‘argued against the celehration of Dr. Martin Luther King's birthday,
also opposes the prosecution of Nazi war criminals. Even if we had less
in common we would be reminded of our common interest by the enemies we
share. : !

The second myth is that Black/Jewish relationships are so fragile, in
such bad shape, that they are somehow worse than relations between other =
ethnic groups.

Why is is that so much public attention is being focused on the relations
between Blacks and Jews? Why is it always our relationship that is being
tested, monitored and critiqued? The day after the killing at Howard Beach,
did we hear calls for investigation of Italian-Black relations. When so
few white ethnics in Chicago voted for Harold Washington, did we see
newspaper articles about Irish-Croatian-ltalian-German-ethnic Black rela-
tions? Even the hardiest friendship would be endangered by constant
laboratory testing and public monitoring. We remain under watch and
.investigation!!
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The fact that our relationships have lasted as long as they have in the
face of this pressure is a testament to its strength and durability.

And finally, | want to speak about the third -- and potentially the most
dangerous myth. That the positive relationship is over; that divisions
between Blacks and Jews have split the old Roosevelt coalition.

In fact, Jews and Blacks continue to work together for social justice at
home and abroad. In the Congress, Black members and Jewish members work
closely together, fighting for economic opportunity, for urban aid -- and
for an end to Apartheid in South Africa.

On the floor of Congress and voting booth, Jews and Blacks vote very much
alike. In 1984, despite the self-interested predictions of those who

would divide us, both Jews and Blacks voted for Walter Mondale. Last month
in my home city of Chicago, where a great Mayor Harold Washington is seeking
reelection, Jewish voters supported Harold Washington in numbers far greater
than any other ethnic group. In public opinion polls and in the polling
place, Blacks and Jews demonstrate similar commitment to the values of
social justice, civil rights, and human dignity.

Those are the myths, but there are other factors which are not myths. It
is not a myth to say that Blacks and Jews may differ -- but it is alsc time
to say to one another that we can express our differences aloud and still
be friends. Friendship does not require choral speaking -- friends do not
have to live in an echo chamber. |f we speak in terms of civility; if we
frame the debate within the terms of tolerance; if we extend to one another
the respect we owe to one another. Allies can be honest and speak out,
without fearing that our alliance will be destroyed. It is not a myth to
say that there are issues on which Blacks and Jews may differ -- so long

as we remember the many more on which we agree.

The bonds between us have been forged over many years of common experiences
and goals. Because we have arrived, at the same time at this place in
history, does not mean we have not traveled different paths to reach this
place. |If sometimes our different experiences lead us to different con-
clusions, that does not invalidate the importance of our values.

Thus, Blacks and Jews have very different reactions to the word quotas.

For Blacks, a quota can be a door toopportunity. For Jews, the quota system
has meant a ceiling on success. But because we differ on quotas does not
mean we can't agree on affirmative action, opening the way for mionorities
and women to participate in every phase of American life.

Even reaching America- was a very different experience for Blacks and for
Jews. For Jews, leaving Europe to come to the United States was to leave
oppression and arrive at freedom. For Blacks the experience was reversed,
leaving Africa to come to the United States meant leaving independence and
being forced into slavery. Thus the very word immigration has a different
meaning to us. But both of us can agree that political refugees deserve
the right to immigrate, and both of us will fight for these rights.
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Whether the priscner is Jacob Timmerman in the jails of Argentina or Anatol
Shchranskyin the Soviet Union, or Nelson Mandela in South Africa -- we
believe that the Government of the United States should speak out on behalf
of those unjustly jailed -- not make alliances with their jailers.

That is why, when | went to Geneva with a peace delegation from the United
States and had the chance to speak to Premier Gorbachev, | raised the issue
with him about Soviet Jews. That is why earlier this month | met outside
the White House with Koreans protesting the brutality of their own South
Korean Government. And that is why so many of us, Black and Jew, white

and Hispanic, marched together and were arrested together outside the

South African embassies across this coutnry -- because on the |55ue of
human rights, we are united.

Look around this room

Look at the person sitting next to you

Look at the people sitting in your row

And in front of you

We are the people who care...the people who make the effort to come out
tonight -- to share with each other our feelings and commitment...The
people who want to reach out and work together.

Qur enemy is not within this room but outside...among those who try to stop
communication...to spread fear and distrust ...to set us against one another
because they oppose our principles of social justice and human dignity.

And so they try to set us against one another.

Look at this building...think about the value of this College, and the
first rate education experiences this school made available. Think about
the dedicated teachers who teach here like Barry Commoner, Alan Hevesi and
. Mike Harrington. Think about how much education has contributed to the
health of our nation and the strength of our society.

But there are those who want to cut back education. The President's budget
proposes to trim 5 billion dollars from the Federal Education Budget, to
narrow grants in favor of loans, to lessen the number of classes that can
be taught, of scholarships available, of textbooks that will be used. The
enemy is not within this room but is outside among the people who talk about
excellence but try to cut back education.

Look at the young people with us tonight. Think of our own hopes and goals
when we were their age. Think of what they mean to us, to all of us, as a
society and as a nation. But what sort of future can they expect when decent
jobs are shrinking, when America's economic base is weakened, when opportuni-
ties for employment and education are disappearing.

The enemy is not within this room but outside, among those people who would
deny our young people the chance for a better life.

When we understand that the enemy is outside, then we understand too that
-our allies are inside. For us inside this room let there be no question

that the alliance is real, the goals are shared, and that our directions will
be forward. | thank you for the opportunity to speak with you tonight, and

| look forward to answering your questions.

-
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The American Jewish Committee was founded in 1906 in response to the brutal pogroms in
Kishinev and elsewhere in Tsarist Russia. Since that time, AJC has maintained as its
central purpose the protection of Jews around the world. In this pursuit, it has become a
significant and respected factor on the international scene.

The goals of the International Relations Department today fall into five principal
categories:

a) Strengthening the security and well-being of Israel, interpreting its concerns in
the United States and elsewhere, and seeking to contribute to the domestic
quality of life, particularly in the sphere of inter and intra-group relations;

b) Combatting of anti-Semitism and protection of endangered and otherwise vulnerable
Jewish communities, including those in the Soviet Union, the Middle East and
North Africa, Ethiopia, and South Africa;

¢) Enhancement of the quality of Jewish life, particularly in smaller communities in
Central and South America, and Europe;

d) Promotion of international human rights standards and adherence, including
religious tolerance, the right to leave, human rights education, and respect for
civil and political rights; -

e) Pursuit of inter-religious dialogue, especially with the Vatican and the hierarchies
of the Catholic Churches in Europe, Central and South America, Africa and Asia.

Statement.IRD
8/15/88: tp



FORWARD

The year and a half, from January 1, 1987, through July 1, 1988, was an unusual pcnod
of tumult and challenge in international relations.

The Palestinian intifadeh uprising erupted during this period. King Hussein of Jordan
announced his breaking of administrative and legal ties with West Bank Palestinians. The
Iran-Iraq brutal war seemed to move toward a cease-fire. [Election politics charged the air
of both Israel and the United States. '

The summit meetings of President Reagan-Chairman Gorbachcv were held and raised
dramatic questions about the next stages of East-West relations and arms control. Implicit in
glasnost were questions of lts possible meamngs for the future of Soviet Jewry and of
Soviet-Israeli relations.

There was intifadeh fall-out in Western and Eastern Europe, with a number of anti-
Israeli demonstrations in several of these countries. Relations with European governments
(and media) with Israel and their respective Jewish communities . became a matter .of
intensified concern. - '

The meetings between Pope John Paul II and Austria’s President, Kurt Waldheim, in Rome’
on June 25, 1987, and again in Austria during the June 22-25, 1988, papal visits stressed
Vatican-Jewish relations and required special attention.

Panama became a symbol of the uncertainties experienced by Jewish communities in
Central and South America. And relations between Japan and Israel and world Jewry also
surfaced as a meaningful challenge.

In keeping with the founding mandate of the American Jewish Committee, the interna-
tional Relations Commission in cooperation with the department’s professional staff, sought to
"defend the religious and civil rights of Jews throughout the world” and to contribute to the
defense of democracy and human rights everywhere. . -

This report of the highlights of the program activities of .the IRD suggest how the AJC
sought to be responsive to the above challenges which fell within the organization’s mandate
from its inception. It remains for the réader to determine just how faithfully and effectively
that mandate was honored.

Deepest appreciation is owed to the IRD Steering Commission members as well as to the
department’s exceptionally competent professional staff for the intellectual and moral contribu-
tions they have made to the realization of this far-flung program.

We look forward to the continuation of this high tradition of service under Richard Rice
of Chicago, newly-elected chairman of the International Relations Commission.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum - ' -+ Miles Jaffe
Director _ _ Retiring Chairman
International Relations Department '



HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES OF THE
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT
OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

January 1, 1987 - July 1, 1988
ISRAEL AND THE MIDDLE EAST

During the past year, AJC’s International Relations Department (IRD) has continued in its
efforts to interpret events in the Middle East, both to AJC’s own membership and to the
American and international publics at large. This year we were faced with a significant
challenge: to educate the public in the midst of widespread criticism of Israel for its actions
during the Arab uprising in the West Bank and Gaza. : d

While not endorsing specific military measures, AJC sought to help maintain support for
Israel during. this difficult period. To that end, AJC organized a score of meetings with key
American and Israeli officials, including high-ranking White House and State Department
staffs, the Israeli ambassador to the US., and other key Israeli officials. Consultations were
also held on the Middle East with Ambassadors and foreign ministries in Western and Eastern
Europe, Latin America, and Japan.

AJC leaders have met with a wide range of U.S. officials central to Middle East policy,
from Secretary of State Shultz to key members of the State Department and National Security
Council (NSC). Specifically, there were meetings with John Whitehead, Deputy Secretary,
Department of State; Richard Murphy, Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern and South
Asian Affairs; Philip Wilcox, Mr. Murphy’s assistant and ' the recently named new consul
general in Israel. In each instance, the AJC expressed solidarity with Israel and urged that
U.S. initiatives be taken to renew peace initiatives. There were several consultations with
National Security Council officials, among them, Ambassador Robert Oakley and Middle East
specialist, Dennis Ross. '

IRD has also conferred regularly with Israel officials, meeting three times in just ten
days with Moshe Arad, Israel’'s Ambassador to the U.S. Consultations were also held with Dr.
Yossi Beilin, the political director general of the Israeli foreign ministry, and Nimrod Novik,
Foreign Minister Peres’ politica! advisor. Cables were sent to Prime Minister Shamir, Foreign
Minister Peres, and Defense Minister Rabin in which the AJC expressed its concern over some
of the measures used to bring stability to the occupied territories. AJC President Ted
Ellenoff also met with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to discuss Egypt’s role in the
resolution of the crisis. -

IRD has maintained close contacts with other major organizations, such as, the Con-
_ ference of Presidents (headed by Honorary AJC President Morris Abram) in order to preserve
a unified approach in this difficult period. The department has shared materials and analyses
with the various AJC chapters and Jewish federations/CRCs all over the country. Finally, the



AJC has participated in intense media consultations both here and in Israel on this issue,
urging major media discussions to put the situation in perspective. IRD joined in meetings
with ABC, NBC, and CBS television executives in January to discuss the achievement of
balanced news interpretation. These meetings served as useful forum for the exchange of
views, and for the communication of constructive ideas.

In addition, IRD cooperated in assembling together in many cities various non-Jewish
ethnic and religious groups in order to convey to them a better understanding of Jewish
-concerns.

Throughout this period, IRD has done its utmost to keep AJC leaders, the field staff and
other involved individuals abreast. of new developments, and to provide them with the neces-
sary tools for taking action in their own communities.

A primary tool in promoting public understanding of the Israeli dilemma was a back-
ground analysis, prepared by Dr. George E. Gruen and Gary Wolf, entitled "Continuing
Turmoil in the West Bank and Gaza: Responses to the Current Crisis, Underlying Issues and
Potential Solutions." This report, which was updated and expanded four times, has become a
standard document used by numerous American Jewish organizations.

In March, AIC and other Jewish leaders from around the country came to Washington for
AJC’s two-day "Fly-In", an intensive series of discussions aimed at formulating strategies for
dealing with the uprising. Participants were given the AJC's "Talking Points and Action
Recommendations for Meetings with House and Senate Members."  Furthermore, Jewish
activists have been kept up-to-date throughout 1988 by way of frequent lectures by AJC
Middle East experts. '

The IRD has prepared educational materials on many other important topics relating to
Israel and the Middle East. In addition to the weekly Israeli Press Highlights these reports
include "The Current Status of the Arab-Israel Peace Process"; "The Anti-Terrorism Act of
1987"; the Arab Summit in Amman"; "Israel: A Democratic, Pluralistic Society”; "The PLO and
the Palestinian Uprising": and "The Mubarak Awad Case". (See list of IRD publications on
back page.)

A critical problem faced by Israel society over the years has been the growing tension
between religious and secular Jews. In recent years, this tension has occasionally escalated
into violent clashes and other ugly incidents. In response to this ongoing crisis, the IRD
organized together with the Leonard Davis Institute on International Relations of the Hebrew
University ‘a three-day conference on "Society, State and Religion: The Jewish Experience",
held in Jerusalem in February 1988. The conference was attended by distinguished academics
and religious and communal leaders from Israel and the Diaspora, as well as by several Israeli
government officials.

The conference included such eminent speakers as Professors Yehoshafat Harkabi and
Shlomo Avineri, Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek, former Ambassadors Avraham Harman and
Zalman Abramov. The conference was co-chaired by Prof. Harkabi and IRD director, Marc
Tanenbaum. Coordinators were Gabriel Scheffler, associate dlrcctor of the HU Davis Institute,
and AJC's Dr. George Gruen.

Among the key sessions were the presentation of papers on "Jewish Law and the



Character of the State of Israel," "Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within Jewish
Society,” "Means and Strategies for Change in Israel,” and "Mutual Impact Between Develop-
ments in the Diaspora and Israel.” The concluding sessions explored how to strengthen
Jewish unity within a democratic, pluralistic framework with an eye toward advancing mutual
respect and solidarity between Israel and the Diaspora. There were recommendations for an
expanded secular-religious dialogue and for more attention to the issue of women’s participa-
tion in religious life.

Plans are under way for publication of the major papers and a summary of the stimulat-
ing discussions which brought together representatives of a broad spectrum of political and
religious views. In addition, IRD has already released its own background paper dealing with
this area, entitled "Religious Conflict Among Jews in Israel: Prospects for Reconciliation,"
written by IRD’s Gary Wolf.

In the spring and summer of 1987, IRD joined in efforts to deter Knesset passage of
several pieces of legislation aimed at changing the definition of "Who is a Jew" so as to deny
the authority of conversions performed under the auspices of Conservative and Reform
movements. Persistent consultations with Israeli political leaders by IRD’s Israel and New
York offices, as well as by other advocates of the status quo, paid off whcn the resolutions in
question were either defeated or not put to a vote. -

In May 1987, Deputy Secretary of State John Whitehead requested IRD Director Rabbi
Marc Tanenbaum’s assistance in forming a coalition of religious, ethnic and civic leaders to
help mobilize a national constituency behind the maintenance of a full foreign affairs budget
including foreign aid. On May 19th, a meeting organized by the State Department, with
substantial IRD assistance took place at the White House. At this meeting, over 40 communal
leaders were addressed by Vice President Bush, Secretary of State Shultz, NSC Director Frank
Carlucci, and officials of the Agency for International Development (AID) all of whom
emphasized the strategic importance of foreign aid. AJC President Ellenotf, Board of Gover-
nors’ Chairman Leo Nevas, and Tanenbaum actively participated in the consultation.

The recently released report by the Lutheran World Federation, "The Palestinian/Israeli
Issue” threatened to rupture Jewish/Lutheran relations at a time when real progress had been
made. The Middle East Affairs Division formulated a critique of this blatantly anti-Israel
paper which contributed to the Federation’s decision not to adopt the document’s views.

Soviet Jewry

In collaboration with other Jewish organizations, IRD played a major role in organizing
the successful Mobilization Rally in behalf of Soviet Jewry in Washington on December 6,
1987, the eve of the Reagan-Gorbachev Summit. David Harris, formerly deputy director of IRD
and now the head of the AJC’s Washington office, coordinated the effort which brought over
200,000 Americans from all across the nation to demonstrate solidarity with the plight of
Soviet Jewry. AJC’s Morton Yarmon also led the publicity and public relations aspects of the
rally. In addition, IRD prepared material on the Soviet Jewry issue for Senate Majority leader
Robert Byrd and House Minority leader Robert Michel. The role the Soviet Jewry rally played
in focusing world attention on this vital issue was extraordinary. In harnessing the support of
public figures in solidarity with Soviet Jewry, IRD obtained a statement from Nobel Peace



Prize Laureate Oscar Arias Sanchez, the President of Costa Rica. After the rally, former
Prisoner of Zion, Natan Sharansky, received the AJC’s highest honor, the American Liberties
Medallion, at an award dinner at the Sheraton Grand Hotel in Washington, D.C.

A major consultation on Soviet Jewry was -held in Chicago in March 1987. Participants
included Thomas W. Simons, Jr., Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs;
Ambassador Richard Schifter, Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights and Humanitarian

Affairs; and Dr. David Luft, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State of Commerce for Services.
" Richard Rice of Chicago, newly-elected chairman of AJC's International Relations Commission,
presided at the proceedings. IRD director of European Affairs, David Geller, coordinated this
successful conference '

At the conference, specialists from government and academia discussed Soviet Premier
Mikhail Gorbachev’s glasnost policy and its effect on Soviet Jewry. While participants did not
feel that glasnost had especially benefitted Jews, the release of most prisoners of Zion was
noted as a step forward. The Jackson-Vanik amendment, which restricts U.S. trade with the
Soviet Union so long as the latter obstructs the free emigration of its citizens was acknowl-
edged as an important instrument of leverage. IRD published a backgrounder prepared by
David Geller on the Amendment explaining its history and significance. The discussants also
noted the growing influence of Russian chauvinism and the persistence of anti-Semitism even
among some of the intelligentsia. The expanding dialogue between the USSR and Israel was
also discussed. Few expected that the restoration of full diplomatic ties will occur in the
near future. It was suggested that a special meeting of marketing specialists be convened to
help develop more effective publicity and public relations. Of utmost importance, conference
participants decided, was the need to reach out to various groups in the non-Jewish com-
munity and in Congress to keep them informed on the status of Soviet Jewry. IRD has made
presentations on Soviet Jewry to various American groups and has made appeals in behalf of
Soviet Jewry over radio as well.

In order to help preserve Jewish culture and identity in the USSR, IRD has been active
in developing a radio program on Jewish themes to be transmitted to the Soviet Union. The
"Academy of the Air for Jewish Studies" has broadcast insightful educational lectures on
various aspects of Jewish history, culture and religion. Several hundred tapes have been
prepared by scholars and translated into Russian for use in this project: The "Academy of the
Air" has been heard by Soviet Jews, including renowned activist [da Nudel.

A book was published based on the papers from the March 1986 conference on the
conditions of Soviet minorities under international law, co-sponsored by the AJC and the
Institut fur Ostrecht of Cologne University. One of the first comparative treatments of the
condition of Soviet Jews and Soviet Germans, the dual language book, with contributions from
scholars of international law and Soviet nationalities from both sides of the Atlantic focuses
on internal Soviet affairs and human rights.

IRD has continued to intervene for the rights of individual refuseniks. In the case of
refusenik Gregory Gimpelson of Leningrad, a letter was drafted to the editor of the New York
Times and documentation was submitted to Ambassador Schifter and Assistant Secretary of
State Simons as well as to Spencer Oliver, Chief Counsel for the Foreign Affairs Committee of
the House of Representatives. '



Europe

In January 1988, IRD and the Washington office launched a new program, the
Ambassador’s Forum. The Forum is an opportunity for AJC leadership and other members of
the Jewish community to meet with foreign ambassadors to the United States to discuss issues
of mutual concern. The first forum was a luncheon addressed by Ambassador Rinaldo
Petrignani of Italy. The discussion focused on such topics as East-West relations, the current
conflict in the Middle East, Italian-American relations, international terrorism, and recent
manifestations of anti-Semitism in Italy. Other subsequent Forums featured addresses by the
Canadian Ambassador and the Hungarian Ambassador.

In November, IRD participated in a conference in Bonn on relations between American
Jews and West Germany. The Conference, organized by William Trosten, AJC associate
director, was co-sponsored by the AJC and the Atlantik Bruecke (Atlantic Bridge), a prominent
German foreign policy group. American academics and journalists joined AJC leaders in
meeting with German leaders of industry, politics, and academia to discuss their perceptions of
one another, reactions to events such as Bitburg, and how the mass media has influenced the
two sides’ thinking. A series of recommendations were issued to improve the ties between
American Jews and Germans. A second conference with Atlantik Bruecke was held in New
York in June 1988. - :

Preparations are underway for a conference on the introduction of courses on American
Jews in° German high schools. Held in March 1988, the conference was co-sponsored by the
AJC, the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, and the Georg Eckert Institute, Germany’s leading textbook
research organizations. Participants in the conference included German government education
officials, teachers, union'members, and publishers. They were assisted in their deliberations
by German and American scholars specializing in aspects of American Jewish history.

r "

IRD has maintained contacts with the Greek government in an effort to encourage.
Greece’s full diplomatic recognition of Israel as well as its greater involvement in the Middle
East peace process. IRD had urged Greek Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias to improve
Greek-Israeli relations ‘during the Foreign Minister’s 1986 visit to the States. Last November,
Papoulias' became the first Greek Foreign Minister to make an official visit to Israel. After
his successful ‘meetings with top Israeli leaders, Mr. Papoulias indicated that he would
recommend that Greece establish with Israel de jure relations. In addition, the Greek Foreign .
Minister invited. his Israeli counterpart, Shimon Peres, to visit Greece. Prime Minister Shamir
has invited Greece’s Prime Minister Papandreou to Israel as well. Appreciation of IRD’s role
in contributing to this progress was noted by Greece’s Ambassador to the US., George
Papoulias, in a letter to IRD director Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum.

The long standing relationship between the AJC and the Italian Government was demon-
strated by the cooperation between Italy and IRD in co-sponsoring two cultural events during
the two-month long "Italy on Stage" festival in New York. The two events were a documen-
tary film depicting [ralians who risked their lives to protect Jews during World War II, "The
Righteous Enemy," and a performance by the Libyan Jewish Singer Myriam Meghnagi. More
joint programs in Rome and New York are being planned for 1988-89.

IRD has played a significant role in coordinating activities relating to the Rashi Associa-



tion, a group of scholars and laymen involved in the preservation of Jewish monuments in
Europe. Rashi was started by Dr. Werhner Cahnman and is currently under.the chairmanship
of Dr. Joseph Maier. IRD’s David Geller sits on the association’s executive board.

Austria, Waldheim, and Nazis

The Austrian and international reaction to revelations of President Kurt Waldheim’s role
in relation to Nazi war crimes has been closely monitored by IRD. AJC sought to distinguish
between Waldheim and Austria in acknowledgment that two-thirds of the Austrian people
were born either during or after World War II. Moreover, the Austrian Government has
provided first asylum for over a quarter of a million Soviet and East European Jews. Thus,
the AJC has looked forward to opportunities to improve Austrian-Jewish relations. To this
end, IRD plans to co-sponsor a symposium on "Austrian-American Jewish Relations -- Past,
Present, and Future" with the Austrian Government, political parties, and universities. The
- conference, to be held in early 1989, is the outgrowth of an AJC delegation’s visit to Austria
headed by Leo Nevas, and a subsequent mission led by Ted Ellenoff. It will cover all aspects
of Austrian-Jewish interaction with an emphasis on facing the Nazi past and learning iessons
for strengthening democracy and human rights in the Second Republic.

In November, 1988, Rabbi Tanenbaum will address an international congress of scholars,
Vatican and other religious leaders at the Institute for the Study of Man in Vienna. He will
. share a platform with Archbishop Pietro Rossano, president of the Pontifical Vatican Univer-
sity in Rome. Both speakers will present papers on "Jews and Christians - ‘Accomplishments
and Unfinished Agenda.” '

In a letter to IRD director Marc Tanenbaum, Austrian Foreign Minister and Vice-
Chancellor Alois Mock conveyed his endorsement of the conference but also detailed a number
of his country’s projects designed to improve Austrian-Jewish relations. These projects
include the establishment of a Jewish Museum in Vienna, including a Holocaust memorial
during 1988; the organization of an international symposium in Vienna dealing with Judaism
and Christianity; and a related symposium of historians dealing with the "history and pre-
' hlsrory" of the "Anschluss," Austria’s 1938 absorption into greater Germany.

* IRD played an instrumental role in persuading the Secretary-General of the United
Nations, Perez de Cuellar, to open up the UN archives on Nazi criminals for use by individuals
and governments who are still trying to bring these perpetrators of crimes against humanity to
justice. ‘David Harris obtained the file of Nazi war criminals and David Geller compiled ten
volumes listing 25,000 Nazi war criminals (category A) whose files are under the jurisdiction
of the UN War Crimes Commission. This research and the publications prompted the opening
of the archives. IRD’s efforts were acknowledged by Israeli Ambassador to the UN Binyamin
Netanyahu in letters of appreciation which he sent to the department. IRD intends to turn
over the lists to Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, which has the competent staff to use these
materials constructively and responsibly.

Vatican-Jewish Relations

* IRD has been closely involved in efforts to clarify and- improve relations with the



Vatican in the wake of Pope John Paul II's meeting with Kurt Waldheim on June 25, 1987 and
again in Austria in June 1988. IRD director Marc Tanenbaum was an active participant in the
meetings between Jewish leaders and the Pope which took place in Rome on September 1,
1987, and in Miami ten days later. In the aftermath of these meetings, Rabbi Tanenbaum
prepared an IRD backgrounder on the issue, "Pope John Paul II; Waldheim, Jews and Israel.”
Last fall, Rabbi Tanenbaum was unanimously elected chairman of the International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC). IICIC is the coordinating body of major
Jewish religious and communal groups in their relationships with the Vatican, the World
Council of Churches, and other international religious bodies. Thus, IRD will be at the
forefront of constructive engagement with the major world religious communities.

At AJC's annual meeting in May 1988, Sir Sigmund Sternberg of London awarded the
"International Interfaith Medallion" to Rabbi Tanenbaum in recognition of his quarter century
of "historic leadership" in improving Jewish-Christian relations in many parts of the world.

South Africa

2 In an effort to help relieve the widespread hunger and malnutrition in the black "home-
lands” of South Africa, IRD helped to launch the Bayard Rustin Project in December. This
project will provide life-saving self-help programs to eight villages in the northern South
African region of Lebowa. Deprived of minimum protein requirements, children in these
villages suffer from "stunting" or damage to mental and physical development. The Bayard
Rustin Project will provide tools, seeds, building materials and instructions to make these
villagers self-sustaining and ready to produce craft goods for income. The project was
implemented with the American Jewish World Service, which provided a matching grant to that
of AJC.

Japan and the Pacific Rim

b Concern over Japan’s comphancc with the Arab boycott of Israel as well as the publica-
tion of millions of copies of anti- -Semitic - diatribes (such as the infamous "Protocols of the
Elders of Zion") led the IRD and AJC’s Washington Office to seek a consultation with
Japanese studies specialists. A January 1988 meeting between AJC leaders and five American
scholars on the subject of Japanese-Jewish relations was widely covered by the Japanese
media. In the aftermath of this consultation, one of the academic participants reported that a
Japanese foreign ministry official had heard of the meeting and wanted to work with the IRD
in organizing a program in Japan on Japanese-Jewish relations. Discussions are under way to
realize this objective first proposed by IRD’s director, Marc Tanenbaum, three years ago.

This opportunity to progress in the much neglected area of Jewish relations with the
Pacific rim -- which is overtaking Europe as an American trading partner -- should facilitate
improved relations between Japan and Israel as well as with diaspora Jewry. While the
Japanese Ambassador to the U.S., Nobuo Matsunaga has stated that "anti-Semitism has no
roots in Japan’s cultural history,” the problematic state of Japanese-Israeli relations is readily
apparent.  Until July 1988, no Japanese cabinet member has ever officially visited Israel.
Prime Minister Suzuki was the first head of a non-communist. country to receive Yasir Arafat




(in .1981). Until recently, no Japanese economic delegation has ever visited Israel. David
Harris, AJC’s Washington representative and former deputy director of IRD, critically analyzed
Japanese-Jewish relations in an October 1987 article in Moment magazine.

South America

*  In August 1987, AJC lay leaders, David Hirschhorn of Baltimore and Charlotte Holstein of
Syracuse, led an AJC mission to Argentina, Brazil, Chile, and Uruguay in order to study the
current conditions of South American Jews and to help promote Jewish identity. In addition
to exploring reports of growing anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism in the region, the 28 member
delegation of AJC members from all over the U.S. served, as Jacabo Kovadloff, AJC’s Latin

American director, put it, "..to bring the message of AJC’s ongoing commitment to democracy,
pluralism, and human rights.[and] to find new ways to improve upon the various interreligious
and intergroup programs that AJC is involved with in South America." Through the high-level
contacts established by Mr. Kovadloff over many years of AJC programming in South America,
the delegation met with President Alfonsin of Argentina, President Sarney of Brazil, and
President Sanguinetti of Uruguay. In addition, there were meetings with the Foreign Ministers
of all four nations as well as with other members of these states’ cabinets. Consultations
were held with Jewish Community and Catholic Church leaders and human rights organizations.

The highly successful mission resulted in a number of recommendations to foster im-
proved South American-Jewish relations. These included calls for programs to share AJC
expertise in Jewish Affairs and interfaith dialogue with Latin American Jewish communities; an
exchange program for Jewish youth to learn more about each other’s communities; research on
the status of small Jewish communities in Latin America, outside population centers; the
publishing of a two-way informational newsletter; the sharing of educational materials; and
increased education programs in Washington for the advancement of democracies in Latin
America.

;] As part of IRD’s extensive program in international understanding, Jacob Kovadioff, IRD’s
Director of South American Affairs led a delegation of Hispanic Jewish and Catholic leaders
from the New York area on a twelve-day trip to Israel in February 1987. The interreligious,
interethnic mission was co-sponsored by the AJC and the Northeast Regional Pastoral Center
for Hispanics. The result of years of joint efforts by both groups in Jewish-Catholic rela-
tions, the  mission included visits to holy sites as well as meetings with Spanish-speaking
groups at Kibbutzim, Universities, and interreligious bodies.

i The Iranian embassy in Brazil’s circulation of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion,
repudiated by the Brazilian press, prompted a report by Mr. Kovadloff, The "Protocols" in
Brazil: The Iranian Connection, which was published as an IRD background analysis in
September.

*  IRD’s South American Affairs Division has continued the major project of translating into
Spanish AJC materials, including press releases and backgrounders. This effort has enabled
IRD to disseminate information to the Spanish media in this country, Spain, and throughout
Latin America. The result has been increased publicity for AJC programs and points-of-view
in the Spanish-speaking world which benefits the Jewish Community, Israel, Soviet Jewry, and



improved human relations between people of different ethnic and religious backgrounds.

Central America

- An AJIC leadership delegation headed by Sergio Nudelstejer, the Director of IRD’s Mexico
and Central American Office, visited Guatemala and Panama in March 1987. In Guatemala, the
delegation met with leaders of the Jewish Community as well as with Guatemalan
Congressmen representing the various political parties there. The mission was also briefed on
Guatemala’s political, social, and economic situation by Vice-President Robert Carpio Nicole.
In addition, meetings were held with the Israeli and American Ambassadors.

In Panama, the AJC group met with leaders of the local Jewish Community, and also
visited well-reputed Jewish schools. The delegation also met with Foreign Minister Jorge
Abadia Arias. American-Panamanian as well as Jewish-Panamanian issues were discussed and
attention was given to Panama’s role in -the Contadora Group, involving Latin American
nations who are trying to pacify the region in light of civil wars in Nicaragua and El
Salvador.

The mission afforded a unique opportunity to improve contacts with these two Jewish
Communities. The delegation was able to experience the problems and challenges Central
American Jews face in trying to maintain their Jewish identity while remamlng loyal citizens
of their respective countries, especially during periods of turmoil.

* Twice during the past year, Sergio Nudelstejer met with the Presidents of the Jewish
Communities of Panama, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, as well as with some of the
Board members of FEDECO (the Federation of Jewish Communities of Central America and
Panama) concerning the next FEDECO conference which is ostensibly scheduled for Costa Rica
in 1989.

Sergio’s office plays an important role in the preparation of this conference, a rare
opportunity for Central American Jewry to meet and exchange views on such issues as how to
confront anti-Semitism that often accompanies domestic upheaval. The reports of the
dissemination of anti-Semitic propaganda by some of the elements opposed to Panama’s General
Noriega, for example, have been closely monitored by IRD’s Central American Division:

*  Through the Mexico City office headed by Sergio Nudelstejer, IRD has enabled Mexican
and Central American Jewry to participate in issues of concern to world Jewry. Thus, through
the initiative of the Mexico office, mass demonstrations were held in front of- the Soviet
Embassy last December 7th during the Reagan-Gorbachev Summit in behalf of Soviet Jewry. A
small delegation, including Mr. Nudelstejer, was welcomed by high-ranking officials of the
Soviet Embassy during this demonstration -- -thereby starting a dialogue on the plight of
Soviet Jewry. Mr. Nudelstejer is a member of the Executive Board of the International
Council of the World Conference on Soviet Jewry. He was elected to serve as chairman of
the Latin American Conference on Soviet Jewry.
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International Human Rights

*  The Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights (JBI) is preparing an
authoritative Guide to Interpretation and Application of the United Nations Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Religious Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or
Belief, in a continuation of JBI's previous contributions in the area of freedom of religion or
belief. =~ The Declaration is the only human rights instrument which establishes explicit
protections for specific practices as expressions of religion or belief. In the United Nations
and in non-governmental circles, strong interest is now being voiced in promoting and
expanding upon the protections set forth in the Declaration. The Guide will provide govern-
ment officials, jurists, teachers, and scholars with approaches to resolving conflicts between
the freedom or religion or belief and other human rights associated with religion or belief.

Donna Sullivan, assistant to -JBI Director- Sydney Liskofsky, drafted the text of the
analysis, which will be reviewed and revised by an international group of eminent legal
scholars in a series of three conferences. The first conference will be held in New York in
the autumn of 1988. In cooperation with the Strasbourg Institute for Human Rights and the
Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, JBI plans to convene the second and third con-
ferences in Strasbourg, France and.San Jose, Costa Rica.

*  JBI devoted considerable energy in 1987 to systematically distributing a Declaration on
the Right to Leave and Return. The Declaration was adopted by a conference of legal experts
at the Strasbourg Institute in November 1986. The conference was co-sponsored by JBI and
assisted by a Ford Foundation grant. The conference called on all nations to adopt legislative
or other measures ensuring full enjoyment of the right to leave one’s country, temporarily or
permanently, and to return. The Declaration spelled ‘out a variety of political and legal steps
to realize this fundamental human right, including coordination of state policy with interna-
tional organizations. The text has now been made available in English, French, Spanish,
German, and Russian. JBI gave personal copies in all five languages to Ambassador Warren
Zimmerman, head of the U.S. delegation to the Helsinki review conference meeting in Vienna.
Copies were also distributed to participants in the November 3, 1987, experts’ meeting with
President Jimmy Carter at the Carter Center in Atlanta.  Jacob Kovadloff and Sergio
Nudelstejer had Spanish copies distributed to appropriate groups and individuals in the
t Hispanic world, including an intimate advisor to President Raul Alfonsin of Argentina. This
effort to "assist" the UN Sub-Commission on Prevention of discrimination and Protection of
Minorities to adopt the international instrument on the right to leave and return has been a
primary focus of the JBI since its creation. The significant JBI contribution to this goal is
ongoing. . -

* The second seminar of the JBI-subvented Conference on Human Rights Education, co-
sponsored with the Inter-American Institute for Human Rights, was held in November in San
Jose, Costa Rica. Specialists from Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Panama, and Costa Rica--
including representatives of the various ministries of education -- evaluated the human rights
educational programs that had already been initiated in their native countries and analyzed the
reports given by the other participants. The seminar provided a forum for the discussants to
voice their problems, exchange ideas, and explore new ways of integrating human rights
principles in the curricula of primary, secondary, and higher education institutions as well as
in programs in the Education and Human Rights project. Participants were very enthusiastic
about the Project and expressed hopes for its continued success.
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Ehdénge_red Jewish Communities

*  The third ‘international conference of the World Organization of Jews from Arab Coun-
tries (WOJAC) was held in Washington in October. IRD played a seminal role in the planning
and coordination of this forum for addressing the concerns of Jewish refugees from Arab
lands as well as those Jews who remained in Arab states who continue to face persecution and
an uncertain future. IRD provided key documents in support of Jewish claims against various
Arab states and assisted in the drafting of WOJAC resolutions. The WOJAC conference noted
that some Arab- states continue to deny human rights to Jews, including the "right to leave”
established in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. WOJAC resolutions called upon
Arab governments -- particularly Syria, Iraq, and Yemen -- to cease persecution of Jews and
to allow them to emigrate. Syria was admonished to let Jewish women leave in order to find
Jewish spouses. WOJAC appealed to the international community -- and to the United States
in particular -- to use its influence on Arab governments to ensure that they fulfill their
obligations to protect -the rights of their Jewish minorities and redress the claims of Jewish
refugees. IRD’s Division of Middle East Affairs compiled background material for a court-
room-style tribunal investigating abuses of the human and civil rights of Arab Jewry. IRD
published an English translation of a paper by the former head of the Jewish Agency’s Aliya
and Absorption Department, Yehuda Dominitz, entitled Immigration and Absorption of Jews
from Arab Countries. This paper estimates that Israel spent $11 billion to resettle some
600,000 Jewish refugees from Arab states, and notes that many refugees left penniless, while
fewer than 25,000 Jews remain in the Arab world today. A pamphlet by Dr. George Gruen,
The Other Refugees, documents the gross violation of these Jews’ human rights. Dr. Gruen
notes that UN Security Council Resolution 242, still considered the primary vehicle for
resolving the Arab-Israeli conflict, calls for a redressing of Jewish as well as Arab claims in
affirming the need for "a just settlement of the refugee problem." He cites Justice Arthur
Goldberg, the American delegate who helped to draft the resolution to corroborate this
interpretation. The AJC will continue working with WOJAC to bring the much neglected issue
of the rights and claims of Jews from Arab lands to the attention of the United States and .
the international community.

* In June, IRD sponsored the first international convention of Libyan Jews, in New York.
IRD was involved in the planning, coordination, and execution of this event in which hundreds
of Libyan Jews gathered from all over the globe to mark the twentieth anniversary of the
forced flight of Jews from Libya after a two thousand year-old presence in that country. The
conference sought to focus attention on the history and cultural heritage of Libyan Jewry, as
well as on the nearly forty thousand Jews who were forced to leave Libya since the birth of
the State of Israel. The conference called for a redress of the claims of Libyan Jews against
the loss of communal assets and personal property in Libya. Much Jewish property was either
seized by governmental decree or destroyed by Libyan Arab mobs in the wake of 1967's Six
Day War. In the aftermath of this historic conference, the AJC announced that it would be
willing to serve as a center for the processing of these claims. Unfortunately, while Colonel
Muammar al-Qaddafi’s government obligated itself to compensate Libyan Jewry through the
issuing of fifteen year government bonds in 1970, the deadline passed in 1985 without any
action by the Libyan Government.

*  The plight of Ethiopian Jewry was publicized by IRD through the hosting of a press
conference for journalist Ruth Gruber, the only foreign journalist allowed to witness Israel’s
"Occupation Moses" airlift. In the course of a discussion, chaired by IRD Director Marc
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Tanenbaum, Ms. Gruber revealed hitherto secret information about the operation while also
relating what she had seen of the absorption of Ethiopian Jewish refugees in Israel, the
anguish of those who had to leave friends and relatives behind, and the plight of the 10,000
- Jews still remaining in Ethiopia. IRD will continue its efforts to seek freedom for the
remaining oppressed Jewish Community of Ethiopia. i '

Activities.MT5 - IRD
8/17/88: og

88-550



GLOBAL |ISSUES VOL. 1, No.

Contents

A Tribute to the Late Zachariah Shuster

#Zachariah Shuster: A Moral Glantc...ecccovsccscscvscsssscscsscsl

Middle East

#Israel's Ethioplans: Absorption and Integration...cceeeeccccsd9

#_ebanese Je's: Victims of Shitite MUSI im Terroro RN —— |

Soviet Jewry

#Anatoly Shcharansky and Soviet Jewry in the Wake _
of the hlt...l I.'.....l........--.............C.’..I.C......1s

#AJC Statement on Shcharansky's Releas@....cceveescaccscnscsnssel?
*Letter to President Reagan..cceecsscscsrosesecsocssnssancssacse?ld
*Letter to Secretary of State ShultZ...ccccececsvncncnccoceecces2l
#Cable to West German Chancellor Kohl.sisesevestoncescancansanasd
#Anatoly Shcharansky: Humanitarian Voice of Our Age.ceecccceecse26
#Soviet Jewry: An Overview..ccocsccescoccsnsssecsssccncnssccncel?

ms,&vlet Relations 1“ 1936!...llC.....l......l....'l..l.....‘.Ba

Latin America

*The Argentine Jewish Community Under Alfonsin......cecevvescees3%
#Curacao's Jews Celebrate 300 Years of FreedomM...cccesevescsscss39

#*AJC Statement on Guatemalan Inauguration....cccecevecoceccsessssdl



International Human Rights

#Letter to President Reagan on Senate Passage of the
GEHOCIGB conventlon.-llUOCI...Oll-‘.llll-..llll.lloliilliﬁliligz

*Letter to Senator Proximire on Senate Passage of the
Genoclde Conventionl...-I..C.l..I.-.I...I‘.'....---.-.-.......“3

*_etter to the Editor, New York Times, on Anti-Zionism
at the United Nations...l'.-.I.‘lll..l.I.......--.‘.....---..-.44

*Participants in Meeting on Right to Leave,
Bonn' west Germany'..llOl.l.l‘lD.l.I-.Cl-l.l-lll.'l......l...l..k_G-

South Africa

*Arabs, Gold and South Africa: Arab-South African
connectlon-...l---I....I...I..I.'I....Ill....‘l.'ll.'..'ll.l...ag

Western Europe

*Spanish-Israel Ties Need U.S. Nurture...........;...............55
*Spanish-Israell Ties Recall Historic Past. ...ccocecevcecsscsassdB
*AJC Statement on Meeting with Spanish Consul General............59
*Portugal: High Time for an Embassy in ISrael.eceecscecscscoscoosabl
*The Trial of Klaus Barbie: A Troubling Court Decision..........64

*Letter from Office of Special InvestigationS.eccececccccccananeasb6

Other

#| etter from President of Secretariat for Promoting
christian Unity.I-..I.....l..‘i.ll.l...lI‘....l.l"...l...l....sa

*Stop Terrorism at the SOUFCE...cceeesessccsasscaccsssscccssscass?O



GLOBAL |ISSUES voL. 1,

No
Contents
Page

Terrorism

#Proposal for the Convening of a White House Conference on
Cmbattlng International Terrorism-.-..l.ll...'.00......-.............1

International Human Rights

#*Incitement to National, Racial and Religlous Hatred in U.N. Forums....4

Middle East
#*The Struggle Between Pragmatlism and Extremism............;.........;.16

*Results of March 1986 Smith Research Center Poll of
Israell Jewish Public oplnlon..l.-.-....CC.O'.Il..Ol'....l......l..llzu

Soviet Jewry

#Report on the Condition of Minorities ln the Soviet
Union Under International Law...cceseeccssccscscccsscacsscsassnnsassald

.Gorbachev and the Je“sl..'l..".'....l.l.‘.l.l....l‘l.lll....l.l..‘l.37

®¥Soviet Jewry: Back to Square OnePeceeccercccsnveccsscscosscccssscsssttl]

Latin Amerlica

#Mexico: Difficult Stepg Toward Normallzation..ceceeccsoccossccccasccldd
#Costa Rica: _Important Factor for Peace in Central America...........49
#Anti-Semitism in Argentina: O0ld and New......ccicececncncnnscncecased3d
#Jewish Cbmmunltles in a Turbulent RegionN.ccsscecsascssssscssncnesossad8
*Prospects for Peace and Democracy in Central America:

A Diplomat's Vle“-l.oollvo.o.ooooroooo00.allca..lll..l..u..t...t..ll.éz

South Africa

*Findlng a Middle way in SOUthAAfrica-..---a-.----o--...a-o-oo.o-o-a-oss
l*sotjtl-‘ Afrlcan Je*ryz caught [n the Hiddle............lll-.'.l..l....l71

Western Europe

#Jacques Chirac, France and the Middle East.cccviescocccscvscscnssnseslb



GLOBAL |ISSUES

VOL. 2, No
Contents
Page

Israel and the United States

The Embeddedness of the Arab-Jewish Conflict in Israell

SoCiety.ccooocscsssscscscsscccosesccsoscssssnssscossooossecssssansl
Back to Basic PrincipleS.ceccececsccscsccssssccssssscncscsnscessll
American Jewish Attitudes toward Israel and Israell Jews........14
Attitudes of Americans toward Israel and American JewS......s...18

. Jewish Realities in the United States.....ccceccoececccnceccessas20

* Africa and Asia

Israel and Black Africa: A Step Closer.........,............;...26
South African Jewish Leader asks for Understanding.c.ccceceececs«29
Israel and Asia: A Survey of Bilateral RelationS..cecesessesoesaldld

Eastern Europe

The USSR and Israel: A New Beginning....cccoceseccccccccncanass O

Poland and Israel, 1967-1987....cciccctcccncsicannnvscsss viie svaalhd

The Jackson-Vanik Amendment: Questions and AnswerS.cecescoessecsa50
Germany

Address by Gunther van Well, Ambassador of the Federal
Repmllc of Gemny....l.ll'.l.l..'.....I.l.....l'..’.......0..'56

Austria

Address by the Federal_Chancellor Dr. Franz Vranitsky..eeoesseed62

The Jews of Austria: In Memorlam....ceeeccocescsososasocscosssss 65
Greece

An American Jewish Perspective on Greek Forélgn Policyessoccoseeb?



Greek-American Leaders Commend Statement of

American Jewish Committee Offlcial..cccvcecccccccccascanss secesell
Terrorism
Combatting Terrorism: Lessons from the Istanbul Massacre........ 74

International Human Rights

Statement to the UN Commission on Human Rights.....ccceccceees..82

Latin America

The "Jewish Invasion": A Case History of Anti-Semitic
Propaganda in Argentif@..ccccccsssassesisinecesesiaiscssasscoosssscaddl

Black-Jewlish Relations

Excerpts from Address by Marc Tanenbaum at the
Black-Jewish Forum, Queens College, March 11, 1987....ccccc00veee 87

6870-1IRD-3
May 6, 1987 /smm




AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
AJC OFFICERS |
Theodore Ellenoff, President ;
Leo Nevas, Chair, Board of Governors
Robert S. Jacobs, Chair, National Executive Council
Edward E. Elson, Chair, Board of Trustees
Sholom D. Comay, Treasurer '
Robert S. Rifkind, Secretary
David F. Squire, ASOiBieasurer
Mimi Alperin, Chair, Executive Committee

Ira Silverman, Executive Vice President . . ..

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DEPARTMENT

Richard Rice, Chairman, Commission on International Relations
Miles Jaffe, Retiring Chairman

Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director

David Geller, Director, European Affairs

George E. Gruen, Director, Israel and Middle East Affairs

Sidney Liskofsky, Director, International Organizations and Jacob Blaustein
Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights

Gary Wolf, Research Analyst, Division of Israel and Middle East Affairs

OVERSEAS OFFICES

Ronald Kronish, Director, Israel Office, Jerusalem
Sergio Nudelsltejer, Director, Mexican and Central American Office, Mexico City
M. Bernard Resnikoff, Director Emeritus, Israel Office, Jerusalem
Ya’'acov Pnini, Assistant to the Director, Israel Office, Jerusalem
The American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations

IACMTS5 165 East 56 Street
8/17/88; tp New York, N.Y. 10022-2746




- Papers on current issues available from the American Jewish Committee’s International
Relations Department:

* Anti-Jewish Discrimination in Soviet Higher Education, by Allan L. Kagedan

A Anti-Semitic Rhetoric at the United Nations, by Daniel Meron, The Jacob Blaustein
Institute for the Advancement of Human Rights

*  Can Saudi Arabia Defend Itself?, by Mordechai Abir
* Crisis in Soviet Jewry: A Call to Involvement, by David A. Harris

* A Dismal Anniversary: A Decade of the U.N.’s "Zionism Equals Racism" Resolution 1975-
85, by Sidney Liskofsky, The Jacob Blaustein Institute for the Advancement of Human

Rights
* Fallacies About Israel’s Ties with Sout-h Africa, by Allan L. Kagedan
* Grc-)wing Political Leadcr;hip Roll;s of Sephardi Jews in Israel, by Harry M. Rosen
* Israel and South Africa, by .Ke;nne.th éandler a.nd.George‘Gruen

* Perspectives on Palestinian Women, by Mala Tabory, the Jacob Blaustein Institute for the
Advancement of Human Rights ' :

*  The Position of the "Black Hebrews" in Israel: An Examination of the Complex Issues
Involved, by George E. Gruen - :

* Soviet Anti-Jewish Publications, 1979-1984, by Allan L. Kagedan
" Soviet Jewry After Shcharansky: Winds of Change? by David A. Harris

% Soviet Jews: Beneficiaries of Improving Soviet-American Relations? by David A. Harris

Papers.IRD
8/17/88: og



Papers on current issues relating to Israel and the Middle East available from the American
Jewish Committee’s International Relations Department:

- Continuing Turmoil in the West Bank and Gaza Responses to the Current Crisis,
Underlying Issues and Potential Solutions
* The PLO and the Palestinian Uprising: Their Tactics and Deciared Objectives

» Israel, A Démocratic, Pluralistic Society: = The Status of Israel’s non-Jewish
Minorities . -

*  The Arab Summit in Amman: A Qualified Success for King Hussein, Egypt and
Pragmatism

* Arab Aid to the Palestinians

* The Other Refugees: Impact of Nationalism, Anti-Zionism- and the Arab-Israel
Conflict on the Jews of the Arab World

*  The Anti-Terrorism Act of 1987: An Update on the Controversy Surrounding
Efforts to Clnse Down PLO Offices in the U.S. :

* PLO Hardliners versus Arab Moderates: Implications for U.S. Policy and Mideast
Peace

*  Back to Basic Principles: The Relationship Between the State of Israel and Jewish
Communities or Other Countries

» The USSR and Israel: A New Chapter?

*  Shi’ite Terrorists Target Lebanese Je\;vs

b Israel and Asia: A Survey of Bilateral Relations

*  Combating Terrorism: Lessons from the Istanbul Massacre

» Israel and Black Africa: A Step Closer

» Gush Emunim: The Politics of Zionist Fundamental_ism in Israel
® Oil. Guns and Gold: The Arab-South African Connection

*  Fallacies About Israel’s Ties with South Africa

*  Syria: The Big Question Marl{. in the Middle East

¥ Growing Political Leadership Roles of Sephardi Jews in Israel
v | Perspectives on Palestinian Women

*  Jordan’s Disengagement from the West Bank: A Preliminary Assessment

KL
i)





