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Institute of Humaon Relatians
145 EAST 58TH STREET NEW YORK 22, N. Y.

PARIS OFFICE

30, rue La Boétie
Paris VIlI

Hl |  Fo-Eur -

September 15, 1872

MEMORANDUM
To: Faeign Affairs Department

From: Abraham Karlikow

Subj: Anti-Semitism in Italy
-—_._'—_-____-_'_‘-'—————-—-_-
The President of the Italian Union of Jewish Communities, Judge
Sergio Piperno, was received pesterday morning by Italian Premier
Andreotti. A press communique put cut by the Premier's oiffice
. declared briefly that two subjects had been discussed, the various
manifestations of anti-Semitism in Italy and the situation of the
. Jews from Libya. :

In conversation with us here today, by phone, Judge Piperno said
that he was very satisfied with his conversation with the Premier
at which, in fact, a number of subjects were discussed, with the
Premier being very cordial.

According to Judge Piperno, the authorities will now be taking .
special measures to protect Jewish monuments, schools and insti-
tutions and will press more actively in the seeking out and pro-
secution of perpetrators of anti-Semitic acts.

It may be mere coincidence, but as you will see from Nives' memo

today, a vignette ofi the effect of anti-Semitism in Padua (where

"a small bomb" started a fire in the synagogue last September 7)

Italian police in that city raided the bookstore featuring anti-

Semitic literature just about the same time Dr. Piperno was meet-
ing with Premier Andreotti.

Judge Piperno also said that the Premier gave him assurances

kkakx of understanding for the contention of the Jewish community
that the Jews who have come to Italy from Libya gqualified as
Italian citizens. This, you will remember from previousremoranda,
can be of critical importance for indernification claims recently
filed by Jews from Libya under an Italian law of last year,



i

Judge Piperno would not go into the other subjects he discussed
with the Prenier by phone, though assured us that of course he
would be willing to do this viva-vcce when next we are in Italy.
One can imagine that this also included discussion of Italian
reaction to Munich, the fight against terrorism in Italy, and
the connection between extremist groups in Italy, both on the
right and the left, with Arab movements.

cec: Mr, Gold
Dr. Lachman
Mr, Ellerin



.Neo Anti+Semitism Moves Ahead in Italz.

By Professor Aggusto Segre

~ Recent .press reports and comments sbout neo+Anti+Semitism
in Italz are subSuantlallz val%gna%goggﬁlnent. Other evidence
from a vareitz of sources-——not alwazg clearly 1dent1f1able,
being of mixed and shaded orlgln-e—snppnxXE them. out. -

One certainlz should take into ace oﬁnt;xhnmﬂxaxx'the
' existence of healthy forces in Italz which limit_the scope
of antisSemitic attempts. This, though, shonld not preclude
examination of_the structure of such phenomens ahd their
eventual-effecté on a society going through a difficult stage
of crisis. _ G Y ' |

The composite elements xm the attitude of the Cathollc
relirlous.world often leave@ the observer of these phenomena
vely much perplexed. Ihdeéd while cnntacts with a certain
circle at the very hlghest 1evel———%§§§§exéﬁg 8¥e%nlz in _
‘hlerarchlcal rank but in spiritual and intellectual'evolution -
| createh possibilities for dialogue and mutual understandlngf»ahd
for cértain p031t1ve important developments, at the middle
~level, on’the contrarz, one finds a clergz belonging to
the peripherz of the: €hruch that ‘has pdt xef‘aixxxzﬁx reformed.
- Here one meets up with inveterate mental habits, deep prejudices,
and almost total ignopénce of anz change in relatiaﬁs.' -

Then there is a third Church level that ought o be
opentlz denounced before public opinion as example§ of bad’
féith, of gheer incapacitz ot see the light,K It is thié'group
that,. although numericallz slight, still has been the most
dangerous, making ‘its polluting weight felt at Vatican Council
II and persisting in its attachment to a medieval concept
of ' Chrxxmtimm relations w1th Jews, regretting the good old
. dazs when one could shut them up in ghettos or send them
to the pyre. The anti-Jewish frengy of certain priests.

(2 Don Cozzi, a Father Colosio) are not, unfortunately, just

' idol_ted-incidept?. Honest clergzmen of Catholic faith, are
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MEMORANDUM
To:

From:
Subj:

FO-Eur
March 27,

Foreign Affairs Department
Nives Fox

Anti-Semitism in Italy

e

1972

gncloged ig a PhOtOCOpy of a new fetching design which
is belng distributed atrRomE"Univérsity}in thousands

WG .

of copies by students affiliated with the extra parliament--

ary left.

The design is on an adhesive stlcker, no doubt made for
purposes of easy dlsplay

‘We are checking to find out which leftist group is in-
volved and whether there have been any reactions.

cc:

PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, President

Board Chairmen

MAX M. FISHER, Executive Board
DAVID SHER, Board of Governors
ELMER L. WINTER, Board of Trustees

EMERY E. KLINEMAN, Treasurer

MRS. SANFORD SAMUEL, Secretary

MORRIS H. BERGREEN, Associate Treasurer
BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President

Milton Ellerin

MORRIS B. ABRAM, Honorary President
JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Hongrary President
LOUIS CAPLAN, Honorary President
HERBERT B. EHRMANN, Honorary President

" IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, Honorary President

JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President

NATHAN APPLEMAN, Honorary Vice-President
JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President
FRED LAZARUS, JR., Honorary Vice-President |
JAMES MARSHALL. Honorary Vice-President’
WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Honorary Vice-President
MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer

JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus

MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore, Vice-President
MATTHEW BROWN, Boston, Vice-President
ROBERT T. CUTLER, Philadelphia, Vice-President
DeJONGH FRAMKLIN, Atlanta, Vice-President

JACK A. GOLDFARB, New York, Vice-President

ARTHUR N. GREENBERG, Los Angeles, Vice-President
ORIN.LEHMAN, New York, Vice-President .
RAYMOND D. NASHER, Dallas, Vice-President
SAM RUBINSTEIN, Seattle, Vice-President
ALFRED 1. SOLTZ, Cleveland, Vice-President
MAYNARD |. WISHNER, Chicago, Vice-President

{ .



ke i P M 1 A S e P e e e kbt § | e i -t i b i WA 5.5 1 mimp o R - s, E

N ' : ' . . i
V.eOPY - =
R g Be = 20 (R1E
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE y T TR | L
Institute of Human Relations* - / -_ - ) =
165 EAST 56 TH STREET ~ NEW YORK 22, N.Y. o~ / / :
L . E J ! g -
PARIS OFFICE o mEEET R g W
30, rue La Boétie R I 1‘; g P s
Paris VIII* oo ..  FO-Eur : -
g : November 16, 1972
MEMORANDUM ' . | . o w
‘To: Faeign Affairs Department - David Geller 3

From: Nives Fox —
Subj: Anti-Semitism in Italy

Recent incidents in Milan -- in which old-time hard-line Fascist
veterans smeared Jewisa store windows and walls with slogans like
“Jews to the Ovens," in one of the most open anti-Semitic acts
“mifice the end ©f the war -- are but part of what is now a steadily
mounting crescendo of anti-Semitic and anti-zlonlst mnanifestations
of one kind or another in Italy.

" While particularly centered in Morthern Italy, still, pamphlets.

and material from that arez now, apparently, are beginning to he

. sent southwards as well in some instances, according to our con-

tacts in Rome,

Most anti-Semitic manifestationz are of the classic sort and ano-

- nynmous for the most part, taking the form of wall smears, leaflets,

and menacing and insulting letters. They are directed everywhere:
to Jewish firms, individual business people, professionals and com-
munity leaders; and are sent out now not only in cities and towns
where there is a sizeable Jewish population, like Milan, but even

‘where the Jewish community is so small as to be virtually non-exist-
~ant, like Parma. .

"In Milan, for example, in the last few weeks, both the former and
- present presidents of the Jewish community, Messrs. Guido Jarach .

and Massimo della Pergola, have received minatory communications.
The last letter, just two da;s ago, was addressed to a ir. Natek,
owvner of an export-import firm: dealing primarily with Israel.
Sc¢rawled across the walls of the community offices recently was
the kind of graffiti so pecpular on New York subways: "The Joint

Works here -- See Duccio." On the same street as the Jewish oldé

age home, though fairly far away, the walls were splashed with
the more crude "Jews Equal Shit."® Another wall on still another
Etreet bore the epithet "Pig Jews"; and on the autoroute leading
to the lake area north of Milan one could read the huge, painted
fggifh to the Jews.” e : ) :

- Lo i d 2 £ .
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There was nothing anonymous, though, about the acts of the Fascist
veterans who celebrated the_50th anniversary of Mussolini's March
on Rome a fortnight ago. These were former troops of the_Sald
_Republie,-that last~ditch Fascist government set up by Mussolini "
toward the end of the war, when he was wholly a Nazi puppet. A
‘particularly disfigured target of their wrath as they smeared anti-
Jewish slogans was the Levi Art Gallery on Monte Napoleone, Milan's
most elegant shopping street; and passers-by who failed to respond
~ in what they considered suitable fashion to their cry of "comrade"
_,»were beaten up, some requiring hosPitalization. -

The Parma events, however, are more typical of the insidious ap-
proach to harass and terrorlze Jews in Italy today.

The Jew:.sh'populatlon of the pleasant Po Valley city o is so
small that the excellent and detailed Italian Jewish community guide

issued in Milan does not even bother with a figure -- perhaps fifteen
to twenty Jews in all live ln the clty, accordlng to our contacts in
Italy. :

Yet, at the beginning of this month, a leaflet was widely distributed
+ through the Parma mails reading "Zionists to Kill." The text? "Who
" are the Zionists of Parma, blood Lrothérs of the assassins of Israel,
accomplices of their massacres, their plunder and their crimes?” The
leaflet continued with an accurate listing of 9 names and addresses
of Jews in Parma, affirming that to these should be added firms and
properties “of Zionists." It then went on: "Revolutionaries will
. strike pitilessly at the Zionist beast, the physical persons that
represent it, the parties and state institutions that protect it,
its properties and its trafficking. Death to Zio ; 5." This
" was the second such leaflet 1n Parma, a 31m11ar ore aistrlnuted
about two nonths ago. : ;

Naturally, we d;scuasee develooments llke these with the Jewish com-
munity leaders from Italy present at the European Forum last week.

As recently as last March, when the Union of Italian Jewish Commu-
nities organized a meeting on the subject of anti-Semitism in Italy,
the tendency on the part of the leaders of the larger communities
was to downplay or ﬂLnlleE, thougn the smaller comnunltles already
were concerned. ; ; ; . _

fL-Such reluctance may have been due partlally at least to an odd dlcho—_

““tomy in the attitude of Italian Jewish community leaders when discus-
~sing anti-Semitism in their country.. They would say —-- perhaps mind-
ful of the kindness often displayed by Italians, including Blackshirts,
even in the most difficult period of Jewish persecutions -- that "The

~— people doing these things are Fascists; Italians would not do such

things." And they looked somewhat taken aback when one pointed out
*to them that Fascists, too, are an Italian product, wxkh tnen agree-

" ing, with the inimitable palms up, shculder—ehrug, sheepish grin

. Italians are famous for.. _ : _

t . 5 -~ Z by by . -
P i i % Sl o S .. % -



-
-

. Now no one is grinning, and there is a general concern expressed,

. the feeling that manifestations like this may simply become part
of the daily life of a Jew in the country today, in its present
disturbed condition, as the awfulness of the holocaust years fades
from memory, the right seeks to re-assert itself more strongly and

with leftist anti-Israel ideology a permanent feature of the
Italian scene, :

Seeking to react -- after official representation made to Premier
\ Andreotti, of which we wrote you on September 15 -~ the Union of
' Ttalian Jewish communities has decided to undertake its own study
.1 of current anti-Semitism, and the European Office has agreed to
- \help support and participate in this,

cc: Mr. Gold
Dr. Lachman
Mr. Ellerin

(ff'%ko-w
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FO-Eur
May 5, 1972

P A e MAYi:JH"'

'MEMORANDUM

To: Forelgn Affalrs Department
RS - From: Nives Fox
Subj: Italy -- Anti-Semitism .

You have by now heard about the desecration of an abandoned
Jewish synagogue in -Gorizia, a small town in Northern. Italy,
not far from the Yugoslav border. The event has been widely
reported and the four young vandals apprehended. Local
authorities have declared that this was an act.devoid of pol-.
itical meaning, committed by youngsters of 15-17 living in
the vicinity of the synagogue, who broke in to play ball

'Thls opinion, however, is not shared by some of the Itallan
press and the members of the UNIONE in Italy, whose President,
Dr. Sergio Piperno, publicly qualified the event as the most
outrageous one since the ‘end of the war and of strlct Fascist
connotatlon. - :

As one of .our contacts said: "Boys need not go to ‘a synagogue
. to play ball and perform ignoble acts of profanation on sacred
scrolls. This is more than a prank."”

There have been, in fact, a number of anti-Jewish episodes in
the past year. They can be classified as those which were
anti-Israel, from the left; and those that are taking place
Tnow, and are a result of the difficult climate of past months
in Italy and the present pre-election political fervor.

——

No holds are barred in the camﬁaigning of the neo-Fascist
groups: they are as openly and barefacedly anti=Semitic as
during the Mussolini era, said a friend. . The City streets,

; 'PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, President ~ MORRIS B. ABRAM, Honorary President. BERNARD ABRAMS, Hartford, Vice-President
i :-F?‘:::QSGC;P';:’;E :‘OEWW P'E:iﬁﬁ:t . . ROBERT T. CUTLER, Philadelphia, Vice-President
K ) y . . ., Honorary Presiden ) - L
Bosrd Chatrmen ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, Honorary President w MRS RUTH R./GODDARD, Now.York, Vice-President
" JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President DAVID GOLDWASSER, Atlanta, Vice-President
MAX M- FISHER, Mational. Executive Councll NATHAN APPLEMAN, Honorary Vice-President ANDREW GOODMAN, New York, Vice-President
] . DAYID SHER, Board of Governors ice- i : ) = )
. ; MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President | apryyp N. GREENBERG, Los Angeles, Vice-President
1 . ",  .ELMER L. WINTER, Board of Trustees JACK A. GOLDFARB, Honorary Vice-President - - g .
4 : g JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President LEWIS'S. GROSSMAN, Detroit, Vice-President
EMERY E. KLINEMAN, Treasurer FRED LAZARUS, JR., Honorary Vice-President RAYMOND D. NASHER, Dalias, Vice-President
MRS. SANFORD SAMUEL, Secretary JAMES MARSHALL, Honorary Vice-President SAM RUBINSTEIN, Seattle, Vice-President .
i WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Honorary Vice Presudent X s
MORRIS H. BERGREEN, Associate Treasurer MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer . . ALFRED I. SOLYZ, Cleveland, Vice-President

1 " .~ BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice.-President Emeritus MAYNARD I. WISHNER, Chicago, Vice-President
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Rome in particular, are covered with an unbelievable amount

of Fascist leaflets, tracts and posters ~-- not to speak of

blaring speakers from moving cars. This is quite usual in

the country at election times; but this year surpasses all

previous efforts, and the MSI 'and other Fascist groups have
a truly exceptional amount:

One group, called SAM (Sguadre di Azione Mussolini) mailed
signed leaflets -- post-marked Gorizia, and after the syna-
gogue desecration -- to Jewish families in the area with the
following text "Don't have modern ideas, tomorrow (we'll de-
clare) war on you too. (signed) SAM: only carnage! The neo-
Fascist advance does not die."

Jews in Italy do not feel that the population as a whole, or
the authorities, are involved or indifferent about these inci-
dents. All repeat that they are the doings of Fascist groups
alone, using anti-Semitism for their own political aims and
because Jews are such perfect scapegoats for every occasion.

The ,area of Udipne and Gorizia in this northern part of Italy
exe 2150 being pin-pointed as a hot bed of Fascist activities
and as the possible source for the large printing and distri-
bution of the "Protocols of %ion" now to be found pullulating
all over ItalyT i

In this area, about a month ago, the Jewish cemetery of the
small town of Gradisca was also desecrated. It was in a very
isolated spot, right on the border with Yugoslavia, and it was
impossible to establish just how and who was responsible for
this incident at the time it took place.

Previous acts of serious synagogue vandalism took place in
Viareggio, in 1968; and the nearby city of Leghorn, in 1971.

cc: Milton Ellerin
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Foreign Affairs Department

MEMORANDUM

To:

From: Nives Fox
Subj:

"What can I tell you?

Italy - Anti-Semitism

Naturally we are depressed...“

FO-Eur .
September 15, 1972
SEP 19 1972
said the

wife of a leader of the Jewish community 1n Padua.

How does a Jewish community of

This is the way it happened 1ana ua:

e

e  a
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beéome demoralized?

Anonymous threatening letters received over a period of years;
the pressure of Arab propaganda strongly felt on the local level;
a bomb that started a fire at four in the morn-

and, last week,
ing in the synagogue.
-- "Long Live Freda.“

Franco Freda& a.
the SMall extreme rlghtlst AR group..

;gr:2§2§§75%§§53§0 Fasc1st-MSI party.

P

ample of their work:

Left on the wall of the bulding a scrawl

Padua lawyer, presently in prison, is a leader of
[{Avanguardia Rivoluziodnaria)
For years AR has been

nda and organizing terrorist attacks.
the bombings of Milan and Rome banks in
December, 1969, causing 19 deaths and dozens of injured,
for which Freda is now serving a prison term.

One ex-

and

What took'plaCe last week in Pedua, however, was not the beginning
As long as seven years ago, and for the duration
of several months, the President of the Jewish community received

of the story.

daily threatening letters,
"Freda" and stamped with the AR insignia.

PHILIP E. HOFFMANM, President

Board Chairmen

MAX M. FISHER, Nationel Executive Council
?‘&VII‘J SHER, Board of Governors

IEL_MER'_L. WINTER, Board of Trusteas

EMERY E. KLINEMAN, Treasurer

MRS. SANFORD SAMUEL, Secretary

MORRIS H. BERGREEN, Associate Treaslrer
BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-Président

MORRIS B. ABRAM, Honorary President

LOUIS CAPLAN, Honorary President

IRVING M. ENGEL, Honorary President

ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, Honorary Prasident
JOSEPH M. PROSKAUER, Honorary President
NATHAN APPLEMAN, Honorary Vice-President
MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President
JACK A. GOLDFARB, Honorary Vice-President
JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, Honorary Vice-President
FRED LAZARUS, JR., Honorary Vice-President
JAMES MARSHALL, Honorary Vice-President
WILLIAM ROSENWALD, Honorary Vice-President
MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer

JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice-President Emeritus

addressed to him personally,

signed

BERNARD ABRAMS, Hartford, Vice-President
ROBERT T. CUTLER, Philadelphia, Vice-President
MRS. RUTH R. GODDARD, New York, Vice-Prasident
DAVID GOLDWASSER, Atlanta, Vice-President
ANDREW GOODMAN, New York, Vice-President -
ARTHUR N. GREENBERG, Los Angeles, Vice-President
LEWIS S, GROSSMAN, Detroit, Vice-President
RAYMOND D. NASHER, Dallas, Vice-President

SAM RUBINSTEIN, Seattle, Vice-President

ALFRED I. SOLTZ, Cleveland, Vice-President
MAYNARD I. WISHNER, Chicago, Vice-President



The police and court officialscarried out an investigation as

requested by the community, but to no avail. The case was clas-
sified as a second degree crime, eventually granted amnesty and
filed. After June 1967, there began a second wave of letters,
no longer addressed to the community President personally, just
sent to its office; and also to various Jewish families in the
city. Another official inquest...another case filed.

Last week, the community organizedfia public meeting at the syna-
gogue, with a press communique inviting those who wished to show
their solidarity for the victims of the Munich tragedy. The
attendance was large and the temple was packed, with about 100
Jews and over_400 non-Jews crowding its steps and aisles. Just
a few hours later, in what appears to be a direct response to
this gathering, a Molotov cocktail was thrown at the synagogue
entrance. "Era una piccola bomba" said one person I spoke with,
"and only the portal burned before the firemen arrlved "

Padua, a small town but famous because the site of one of the
oldest universities in the world, is about 20 miles. from Venlce.

It falls within the northeastern region of Italy pinpointed in
past months as a center for open outrages of militant extreme
neo-Fascist grouplets. It is from this region that originates the
printing of anti-Semitic publications (Protocols of Zion, etc.) and
planning of desecratlons of the cemetery and synagogue 1n Gor121a
last May. :

Distribution of AR material is handled by a bookstore in Padova,
Ezzellino, on via.Patriarcato.32,.very close to AR headquarters,
at No...«l:8=-. The 1972 collection of the bookstore was advertised
in an elegant catalogue, and included a long list of neo-Nazi
and racist texts, each accompanied by a brief explanation of
contents. The good looks of both bookstore and material on sale
evidence ample financial backing.

We have just learned that the Ezzellino quarters underwent a
police search yesterday mornlng - perhaps a sign that the author-
ities are making a more serious effort in prosecuting the group
after the episode in the synagogue and in this post-Munich week.

The Jewish community as such lived a tranquil existence in Padua
after the war and until the beginning of menapming letters around
1965. After June, 1967, there was the added growth in the number
of Arab students at the UnlverSLty, now approximately 600.. Their
activigs have been openly invoelVed in propaganda work, alternat-

~—ing alliances with extreme defist and rightist groups, as suited

them™besty=and™staging frequent publ;d“ﬁéetlngs ‘with regular out-
side speakers for the last two years. Attendance at these meet-
ings is good, the hall used usually filled to capacity, about

— 500 persons. The anti-Israel and anti-Semitic speeches and
discussions, the literature distributed, achieve their aim.

the
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The community is ever more depressed in this worsening atmosphere.
Some efforts were made to counteract this trend, with the cooper-
ation of the local chapter of the Jewish Youth Federation. But
even these were carried out with the feeling thag they must be
kept at a low key, lest more fuss and more trouble be created.

The fact that the authorities have been ®8&2 cooperating and
understanding at all times might also be the cause for a certain
attitude of timid resignation that becomes evident when one speaks
to members of this cluster of 185 Jews. And one is saddened to
hear "We must be careful about showing ourselves too prosperous"
as one Jewish reaction to prevent difficulties; and "perhaps

this must be part and parcel of life for a Jew in Padua from now
on."

The .general reaction of Paduans to past prolonged harassment of
this small Jewish minority is limited to a shake of the head and
a shrug of the shoulders. But the attempt to set fire in the
synagogue caused considerable indignation in the city these
past few days.

‘% * &

Back in June, 1969, the monthly published by the Italian Jewish
Youth Federation in Rome, Ha Tikwa, carried a lengthy article
about the activities of AR and its leaders, Franco Freda and
Giovanni Ventura, llstlﬁ“_fﬁﬁ‘qfﬁﬁﬁlsﬂlLapolnts#plattorm.” Here
are some: gas chambers and concentration camps in Germany were

_really abandoned Farben 1nstallat10ns ;. photographs of v1ctlms

D

Rl e B

the effects of allied bombings on German c1v111ans, Jews were
respon51ble formthepnetwork-ofwgsplonage that ‘gavé theRussians
America's atomic secrets; Jews tortured and plundetreéd thé entire
Arab population in Palestine; Jews hold the major power positions
in the economic“worldwandmdicta£§Lfﬁ§T$BIiﬁﬁlafiWéﬁferﬁ“ﬁﬁffﬁﬁET'
Jews_are responsible for almost all wars and it is they who
promoted the Russian revolution and all other Western revolutlons,
etc. e e

At that time, too, Ha Tikwa wrote of the legal actions taken by

the Jewish citizens of Padova against Freda and AR's distribu-
tion of material containing Nazi and racist ideology. After

the arrest of the two AR leaders there was additional press cover-
age about their anti-Semitic activities including the accusation
of the Trgviso magistrature to this effect.

k8 M ey

In their published books and pamphlets the vilest adjectives are
used to describe Jews: "We feel an almost physical repulsion
toward all that is said by the sons of Zion" and "Perhaps the

Jew Miklos succeeds in counting money. better than in counting’
corpses,"” are but a small sampling of their scorn. For histor-
ical and philosophical backing they quote at length from Paul
Rassinier (La Mensonge d!Ulysse), the Protocols of Zion, and
Julius Evola, the ch;gfutheoretlc1an_of -Europe's, extreme rlghtlst
partles. '

A

T Qull R,

cc: Dr. Lachman

Mr. Ellerin







THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date May 26, 1988
fo David Harris
from James Rudin
subject

Here are the National Catholic Neﬁs

Service stories relating to growing
anti-Semitism in Italy.

The May 12th story deals with Rabbi
Toaff's interview with an Israeli
paper while the May 24th story de-
scribes the Italian Bishop's state-
ment about anti-Semitism.

Harm_regards..'

AJR:FM

Enclosure ! y

bcc: Judith Banki
Benita Gayle-Almeleh
Bert Gold

Jack Lapin .
Alan Mittleman v///
Marc Tanenbaum
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" RC NEWS SERVICE 14 | Thursdey May 12, 188,

CLASSIFICATIONS May 12, 1
NEW YORK (NC) = The £
Conterence Department
“Lady In White" (New Century-Vista Fijnf Co.) — U.8. C
tura Associgtion of America rating, P@-13 — parents 3
childran under 13 : :
"‘Salsa” (Canhon) = U.8. Catholic Conference clessificstioh, A-Il — sdults and adolescents. Motion Picture Associa
tion of America rating, PG =~ parental guldence suggestéd.
“Casual Sax?" (Univgreal) = U.S. Catholic Confersncs clsssification, O = merally offensive, Metion Picture Associstion
of Americe rating, R = xgstricted. '
‘"Shakedown’ (Universaih— U.8. Catholic Conference classification, O = merally offensive, Matlon Plicture Associa-
tion of America reting, R — régiricted.
END

(120 worda)

HIGHLIGHTS May 12, 1988 (190 worge
NEW YORK (NC) = The following religloubbreadeasting highlights were compiled by Marist Father Jeseph Fenton
of the U.8. Cathollc Conferance Dopartment of Communication. Consult loce! listings for times and stations in your eres.
, TELEVISION
Sunday, May 22 (CBS) =—“‘Fer Qur Timea’’ = CBS reports on the special problems facing immigeanta from the Carib-
bean — the sacond largset group of Immigrants In the U.8, — and the weork done by church groups irying to sealat them,
Sunday, May 29 (CR8) — *For Our Times'* — CBS News sorrespondent Mitchell Krauss reports on the progress 'd
probiems of Israe)/as It celebrates its anniversary of statehoed.
- RADIO
Sunday, Mgy 22 (NBC) ~ ‘‘Quiddiine — Bguth Africen Jo
theid in hig/country ac well ag/8ome impresgions from hie regént trip through

theomirig book, ‘‘The Fe
flims“and Intended to
END '

\ BBI May 12, 1888 (510 words)
/ RANKING RABBI 8AYS CHURCH AUTHORITIES BEMIND ANTI-SEMITIC ARTICLES

By Greg Erlandsen

VATICAN CITY (NC) — A Vetican spokesmen rojected allegations by Rome's chief rabbl thet church authorities were
behind the publication of what the rabbi said wore anti-Samitic and anti-igrasll articles In Itallen Catholic magszines.

Itallan news reports of &8 May 9 interview with Rabbl Elio Tosf! [n the lsraell dally Yedioth Ahronoth gaid the rabbi
blamed the Vatican for anti-Semitlam in the Cathelic medila.

On March 10 the suthoritstive Jasuit-run magazine Civiita Cattoliea (Catholie Civilization) published an articie which
described Israel's harsh suppression of frequently violent Palestinian protests in the occupled West Bank and Qaza
Strip a¢ & “vendetta recaliing Nazl atrocities against tha Jews.

Expressing ‘‘surprise’’ at the press reports of Rabbl Toaff’s remarks, Pather Glovanni D'Ercole, vice director of the
Vatican press office, said May 11 he could not understand hew the Vatican could be eccused of supporting anti-Semitic

publications.

(MORE)
|
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Father D'Ercole’s statement was brosdcast by Vatican Radio May 12.
~ Calling the rabbi 8 man of “belance,” Pether D'Ercols noted that **he had received the Hely Father In the historica
visit to the synagogue of Roma and has boen close to him In various occasiens.”

““He has continvous contscts with eccieslastical parsonalities of various lgvels and his ralations with theae respensi
bie for the church of Rome are cordlal,” Father D’Ercele continued. For these rezsons the rabbi’s slaumanu are eve
more surprising, he asdded. '

Father D’Ercole said he agreed with the rabbl that the *‘mass media’ may not distingulsh between Jews In geners
and the larsalis.

Declaring that the Palestinian uprising In the occupled territerias has made world epinien “more sensitive’’ 10 th:
Palustinian question, Fathsr D'Ercole observed thet itallan Jewlish erganizations alse ‘‘have distanced themselves fron
the attitudes of the Israsll governmant on thig problem."”

Papai statements and recent church documents agree on ‘‘the pecessity of \dglmm to prevent & resurgenee of anti
Semitlem,” Father D’Ercole sald.

*‘One cannot understand, then, how one can afflrm that behind publicatiens hostlle to the Jewish psople and Isi
there 1s the Vatican,” the spokesman concluded.

The Rome-based duily La Repubblica reported May 11 that Rabbi Toaff told Yedleth Ahconeth thet ‘““chureh authoritie:
abstaln from strongly condemning lareel. They prefer to do it through the means of Catholic communlestions.”

In a May 12 interviow with La Repubblics, the rabbl was quoted as singling out for eriticlam several itallan Cathellc
magazinaes, including Civilta Cattollea.

On ‘‘demonizing”’ lareel, Zionlem and Judaism, the rabbl sald, ‘‘the seurce Is impeortant,” for ““it is that of the church
@ morel voice, for a believer gimost Indlepulaila.”

The rabbl called the comparison of the Nazl extermination of the Jews with Israeil actions during the Palestinian upris
Ings 8 work of ‘‘exqulsite anti-Semitism,"”

The author of the Civilta Cattellca article, Jesuit Father Giovanni Rulli, subseguently confirmed thet the Va or
Secratarist of Stats hed epproved tha article. The Vatican agency normally reviews articles prier to publication In the
magulm

Examples of anti-Semitic acts cited by the rabbl inciuded threstening lstters he has received as well as tha firebomb:
ing of a Jewish bookstere in Turln, Italy, In mid-April.

END :
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Or. Brouwer gsid the probiems come when *‘the dead faith of the living is aubstituted for the living faith of the des
when love of nation becomes an America-first movemem giving second place to love, justics, peace ang truth; whi
concern for personel renawal bocomes privatism.” '

Dominican Sister Dorothy Folllard, who tesches at the Mexican Amerigdn Cultyral Center In San Antonlo, lad the gaths
ing’s firat Bible study.

In discussingthe sacend chapter ef Ephesisns, where the gathering's thems of "No longer strangers’ I8 foun
Sister Felllard critictzed fighting and seif-centoredness within and ameng the churehes '“while the stranger et the do
often found us cold snd, forbldding.”

‘‘But this is Pentecost,' "qhe said. '“We can unioef our hearts 1o new exprassions of faith, The Pentecestal gift «
divorsity ls & richnass. We neng the theolegica)richness of each faith community.” ¥

The gathering spanned the wesk betwaan the Western observence of Pentecost S8unday, May 22, and the E  le
Orthodox observance, May 29.

in a workshop on sconomic justics, 8 Kitheran minister praised Pope John Paul lI's recent encyclical on social concerm:

The pope was *‘sharply critical of both Easg and Waest for their pursult of materiallsm, for exporting their ideologic.
conflict end for ignering the imménse poverty sround the world,’’ sald the Rev. Art Simen, feunder and directer of tt
Weshington-based icbbylng arganization, Bread for tho World.

In discussing ‘‘Econemié Justice: A Theelegy of Endugh,’” Mr. Simon scknowledged the churches’ responsibill
to help the poor. But gévernment policies must play an acuye role in cresating @ just economic system, he sald.

In a session on the ‘'Cross of Christ,’” the Rev. Emilio Castro)genersl sscretary of the World Council of Churche:
was joined by Msgf, Rabert C. Rehkempaer, vicar general of the Diocéeg of Dellas, and the Rev. Roberta Hestenes, pres
deni of Easters College in St. Davids, Pa.

Josus' daath on the cross — a fete ususlly reserved for criminals, rebela and dissidents = has led the werid’s poc
to belleve’that Jesus ldentified himsel! with the downtrodden, the marginelized, the sinner, Mr. Castro sald.

w ‘‘the preferential opticn for the poor'® ia siowly gaining acceptance ameng mainline churches, he sﬁld, th
poor have long iccapied that Jesus favored them and accompanied them In their quest for justice.

END

\)/STATEMENT May 24, 1888 (510 words)

ITALIAN BISHOPS RAISE ‘PROFOUND CONCERN’ OVER ANTI-SBEMITIC INCIDENTS
By Greg Erlandson

ROME (NC) = Tha italian bishops’ conferoence has expressed ‘‘profound congern'’ over recent nntl-@cm!tlc incidem
in Itely and reiterated church oppesition to anti-Jewish prejusice.

The statament followed widely publiclzed sssertions by the hasd of Rome's Jewish community that anti-Semitis:
is growing in Italy and that Cathelic pubilcations and journals wera publishing anti-Semitic articies with the suppo
of “‘church autheritivs.” The controversy has besn fuaied In part by a Jesult-run magazine's commentary on |arae
suppression of Arab pretasts in the occupled West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Rome’s chief rabbl, Ello Toaff, also cited antl-Jewish gratiiti, threatening letters and the arson destruction of & Jewis
bookstore.

The May 23 statemant by the italian bishops’ secretariat for ecumenism and dlslogue was signed by the secretariat’
preaident, Bishop Alberto Ablondi of Leghom. It was published by ti can newspape iiarg Somans

Continued clashes between Palestinians and laraells have nlven rm to ‘"grave r.uneorns lor the risk of distortic
of information and consequent emotional reactions which, in the extremist fringes, could azploda in violence,” the bishog

(MORE)
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The statement asked Cathollce to aveid "'parlln! or daviant interpratations er simplifications’’ with regard to the
Palestinian-laraell situation.

The bishops sald “‘episodes of Intolerance agalnst Jews and Jewlsh institutions’’ and “mnudos of hostlliw end pre-
judica'* are of “‘profound concurn' te the Catholic community.

Recalling the histerie vislt by Pope John Peul il to the synagogue ef Rome In 1888, the blshops guotsd from his telk
on that occaslon that ‘‘acts of discrimination, unjustified limitation of religious freedom, oppression alse on the lavel
of civil freedom in regard to the Jews were, from an objective point of view, gravely deplorable manifeststions.”

Noting the shared bailef In the ‘‘only God of Abraham®’ that typities the Christian, Jewish and Mesiam religions, the
Itallan bisheps calied for dislogus among the three falthe in an effort t0 promete peace.

Rabbl Tosff asseried that church suthorities ware behind the publication of what he sald ware anti-Semitic articles
in Itaillan Cathoilic magazines. ‘

According to Itallan news reports, the rabbi told an lsraell newspaper that ‘‘chureh authorities abstain frem strongly
condamning Israel. They prefer te do It through the means of Cathellc communications.’’

The Vatican Issued & sistement May 11 rejecting the allegations.

Rabbi Toaff cited gratfitl, threalening ietters and mmme.mmmm- as examples of growing antl-

Samitism in Raly.
in a May 18 response to written questions submitted by Nationsl Cathelic News Sarvice, the rabbi oriticized publica-

tions ranging from the Jgsyit-rup Clvilta Cgttolica and the church-owned Im an ggmg"g g.ljg M nlr! to the wuhly
I|_Sabato for having printed articles he Judged anti-Semitic. [ S feed

The rabbi said the cheracteristics of such articles included ‘‘the demonizstion of the Jewlsh state, the paraliel bet-
waen Zlenism and Nazism, betwaen Mitler's exterminstion of the Jews and the lerasil upnulon In the occupled ter-

ritories."’ ,
“I do not want to say that the itslian Catholic press Is in general worse than the rest of the msna of information,”’

the rabbi said. Howaevar, *‘the rusponsibiity of the Catholic press is greater,”” he added.
END






