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‘To: George Gruen
From: Yaacov Pnini

February 7, 1988
RELIGION, STATE AND SOCIETY:

1. Chairmen:

Abe Harman agrees.

Shimon Samuels reporied to me that you had appreached him to chair

a session. He is suggesting that Marc chairs the session on Monday
afternoon - Place and Role of Religion in the American Jewish Community
- and that ‘he chair the Role of Religion in the Diaspora. This will
enable Mordechal Gazit to be relieved of his post. He feels honored

at the request, but is, and I can vouch for this, very very buay

and as Shimon was asked and has accepted, I suggest that we leave
it that way.

2. List of participants. We did not receive your amended list. We
shall make up a complete list in time for the conference.

3. Recording has been organized. Students have been contracted for
the daily summaries.

4. Both Chana and Madeleine will be at the conference as hostesses.
v No tags have been prepared. Both Chana and I do not think it necessary

5. Ads have been requested in the Jerusalem Post (Tues, Fri) and
Haaretz, Maariv and Yediot (Tues, Wed, Thurs). Attach copy of ad.

6. Information on transportbation will he given out at the end of
previous sessions.

7. The dinner at the King David on the 17th is cancelled.
Regards, i&? o
< ) . '

be M B.Gwld ¢ wif



* THE POSTER

The American Jewish Committee snd The Leonard Davis Institute

invite the public to an international forum
Society, State and Religion: The Jewish Experience
on February 15th, 16th and 17th, 1988
at Beit Hillel, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Mt. Scopus

Monday, February 18
2:00 - 13:00 Religion in Contemporary Judatsm
Y. Harkabi, Approaching & Moment of Truth
Z.Werblowsky, On Interaction Between Nationaliem and Religion
M. Fishbaane, Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition
14:30 — 18:00 Religion in the American Jewish Community
H. Feingold, Judaism and Jewishness in the American Jewish Perception
Rabbi S, Riskin, Rabbi W. Kelman, Rabbi R. Hirsch

Tuesday, February 16

9:00 - 13:00 Religion in the Diaspora
I. Leibler, S. Trigano, R. Graets, E. Essas
14:30 — 19:30 Religion in Jsracl

E. Rubinstein, The Jewish Character of the State of Israel

G. Sheffer, M. Lissak, Political, Social & Cultural Cleavages

S. Avineri, Main Issues & Groups in Secular-Religious Cleavages
M. Safir, Women in a Jewish State

Wednesday, February 17
9:00 - 13:00 Strengthening Democeracy in the Diacspore and Israel

S. Aloni, S. Spero, Means and Strategies for Change in Israel
H. Zemer, Role of the Media

C. Liebman, Mutual Impact of Developments in the Diaspora & Israel
16:30 — 18:30

This session will be held at Mishkenot Shaananim, Fisher Hall
Conclusion: Ideas for the Future

What We Can Do Together to Strengthen Jewish Unsty
A. Harman, T. Kollek, Y. Burg, H. Druckman, P. Schindler



THE AD

The American Jewish Committee and The Leonard Davis Institute

invite the public to an international forum
Society, State and Religion: The Jewish Exparience
on February 15th, 16th and 17th, 1988
at Beit Hillel, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Mt. Scopus

Monday, February 15 ' SR
9:00 - 13:00 Religion in Contemporary Judaism Chair: Tv—¥llenef{

Y. Harkabi, Approaching a Momemt of Truth (Discussant: A. Ravitzky)
Z. Werbloweky, On Interaction Botwoen Nationalism and Religion
(Discussant: E. Gutmann) _
M. Fishbane, Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition
(Discussant: 2. Zohar)
14330 - 18:00 Religion in the American Jewish Commmnity
Chair: B—Resnikeff G - AR E
H. Feingold, Judaiem and Jewiahmess in the Amsrican Jewish Percsption
Rabbi &, Riskin, Rabbi W. Kelman, Rabbi R. Hirsch

9:00 = 13:(1)

gdon in the Disspors Chair: M. Tanenbaum
I. Leibler, S. Trigan

o) Of n the L

o, R. Graetz, E., Essas

14:30 - 19:30 Religion in Israel Chair:S. Z. Abramov

E. Rubinstein, 'me.'l.wiah Character of the State of Israsl
(Discussant: R. Gavison)
G. Sheffer, M. Lisssk, Political, Social & Cultural Cleavages
S. Avineri, Main Issues & Groups in Secular-Religicus Cleavages
(Discussant: U. Ornan)
M. Safir, Women in a Jewigh State (Discussant: N. Chazan)

Wednesday, February 17 _
9:00 - 13:00 Strengthening Dewocracy in the Diaspora and Tarmal




Chair: G. E., Gruen
S. Aloni, S, Spero, Means and Strategies for Change in lsrael
(Discussantt D. Tropper)
H. Zemer, Role of the Media (Discussant: J. Elizur)

C. Liebman, Mutual Impact of Developments in the Diaspora & Yerasl
15330 - 18:30

This ssssion will be held at -H:lshmot Shasnanin, Figher Hall

Chair: B, H, Gold w1,
A, Harman, T. Kollek, Y. Burg, H. Druckman, P. Schindler

For information call Hannﬁh, 02-882312, or Madelaine 02-228862



Instituste of Human Relations

: ) e 165 East 55 Street
| The American Jewish MNew York. New York 10022 2746
Committee . 217 7514000

.(Date)

Dear Mr./Ms.

We would like to invite you to particiﬁate in an international
forum on "Society, State, and Religion: The Jewish Experience", to
be held in Jerusalem from February 15-17, 1988. The forum will be
attended by noted Jewish scholars, persons active in Jewish com-
munal life in Israel and the Diaspora,‘and prominent Israeli
political and religious representatives. The conference is to
be opened by the President of the State, Mr. Chaim'Herzog.

One of the strengths of the Jewish people in the face of

*

oppression and assimilation has been the ability

o addpt to
changing conditions while preserving ancient LuéE and traditions.

Evolution has continued to the presént day; gdhtemporariy Jewry

¥
contains within it a broad spectrum of mqééﬁents, cultures, and
lifestyles. Although yarious.groupé igté}pret'the faith in differ-
ent ways, the Jews ﬁave maintainequgbéir solidarity and unity of
;pirit.

The State of Israel has been charged with a formidable fask:
creating at the same time a Jewish state and a modern, pluralistic
democracy. Over the years, unity ak has been maintained while
competing groups -attempt{to mold the character of the state. In
recent years, however, the delicate process has been disturbed.

Burnt Torah scrolls and vandalised bus stations are grim reminders



Institute of Human Relations
= " 165 East 55 Street
The Anyeﬂcan Jewish New York, New York 10022- 2746
Committee _ = 212 751-4000

- that some have lost sight of "Ahavat Yisrael'", preferring violeance
over a peaceful continuation of the process of self-definition.

- It is within this new climate that we have organized the

forum, seeking new-ways to increase mutual understanding and
hopefully to help bridge the gap among the diverse elements of
Judaism. Participants, exﬁressing their own persbnal beliegfs, will
be presenting varied (and often conflicting) points of view. We
would be pleased if you could be present, making youf own uniqde
contribution to the understanding of society,m& state, and religion

in Jewish life.






DISTURBANCES IN GAZA, JUDEA AND SAMARIA:

THE ISSUE OF JOURNALISTIC COVERAGE

The following is an interview with IDF spokesman, Brig. Gen. Ephraim
Lapid (on educational TV's 'New Evening' program, 16 December 1987), in
‘which he elaborates on the issue of media coverage of recent events in
Gaza, Judea and Samaria.

Q: Why limit the correspondents' freedom of movement?

A: First of all, you're assuming that we're limiting the correspondents,
and that isn't so. I can say that for 20 years, operational activities
have been carried out in Judea, Samaria and Gaza while being covered by
the media. There is no change is this policy, the last few days
included, despite what has been published here and there in the news-
papers. It's difficult to carry out the operational activity with media
coverage on top of you. Actually, this condition doesn't exist in any
other country. Israel has the third-largest community of foreign
correspondents in the world. Following the U.S. and the USSR: over 200
foreign correspondents closely cover a very small country. Only
yesterday and, generally speaking, within recent days, dozens of foreign
TV crews were running around in Judea, Samaria and Gaza. This fact
definitely has an effect on the operational activity and occasionally
hinders it.

Q: What is your view of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's proposal to
protect journalists?

A: I read (about it) in the newspaper. The fact is that media coverage
for foreign and local crews remains completely unchanged. Certainly
there are limitations, which are attributable to operational activity.
One should bear in mind that we're not attending a show (in the ter-
ritories). The IDF is there for the purpose of ensuring the well-being
of the population and in order to allow a return to normal life. This is
the top priority of the IDF forces in the field. This should be carried
out with media coverage, but in that particular order of priority: first
operational activity, and then media coverage.

Q: The bleak pictures transmitted abroad might conjure a very gloomy
image, even one comparable to the situation in South Africa.

A: First of all, we haven't become a (second) South Africa. There are
disturbances of the peace and riots in the field. Only those who are
observing them close at hand -- such as some of the foreign cor-
respondents and some of the Israeli correspondents who saw what it means
'to throw a stone at someone' -- know that this is a most serious
threat. Only a few moments ago we heard on an IDF radio broadcast that
an IDF soldier was stabbed today in Gaza. His injuries were defined as
light to moderate. The threat to the lives of IDF soldiers in the field
is real. We take every possible precaution so that live fire is used
only as a last resort.



. .

Q: How do you resolve the dilemma of a foreign photographer who, whether
‘'or not the picture is 'objective', photographs those subjects which
selectively interest him? _ ' s

A Flrst of all, we are aware of the principles which guide the press.
Any network which presents a 90-second segment -- such a segment allows
"for only a few scenes, generally those with the most action and which
are most provocative -- does not give a picture of the full scope of
life in that same area or at that particular time.

Q: Aren't you sometimes tempted to say that you refuse to give permis-
sion to let out pictures which depict us as a brutal occupier?

A: We are sometimes faced with the consideration. But it is transitory,
like some of the illusions in the field. We have to allow reasonable
"media coverage in the field. I don't delude myself into thinking that
we will ever appease the journalist community. It's obvious that we're
- talking about hundreds of people. Bear in mind that we also have to add
the hundreds of Israeli correspondents. 1'd like to remind you that we
.have ample opportunity -- in addition to the 'New Evening' program -- to
hear the correspondents' opinion of the coverage. The media's coverage
of subjects connected with the IDF is carried out under the best
possible 01rcumstances.

Q: It's no secret that you worked in military intelligence. Perhaps the
person who heads the IDF spokesman's office should be a professional
publicist, free from all other outside pressures?

A: First of all, I take pride in having been a member of military
intelligence. 1 have no compunctions about the matter. Anyone who
knows me can attest to the fact that after three years in this post, my
having been a member of intelligence only adds to the quality of my
performance in this job. Perhaps in contrast to other persons who work
in public relations, the nature of this position is meant to guarantee
the connection between the IDF and the media, and between the media and
the IDF. I do not deal in imaginary public relations. I am connected
with an organization which most closely unifies all this country's
residents (and) whose message must be conveyed to those living in Israel
and abroad, including the Arab world, in the most credible and available
manner.

87-580 -
6130-(IRD-1)
/AR 12/21/87
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GLAD TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR VISIT. KERBLOKSKY WIGODER MYSELF
INTERESTED. MEET YDU ASK.YOUR JFFICE ARRANGE: APPOINTHENT
EMANUEL ' INTERFAITH

COL.LT 165 56

2ALP/0 MES. SAGE SEAVICE



' HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February,9, 1988
to - Yaakov Pnini

lrom_ George Gruen

subject 1.Press release for Society, State & Religion Conf. II.Arrivals
I am enclosing the draft of the press release for the
: conference. Mort Yarmon will be faxing final copy to Charlie
_— 14iu;E1 VAA D TE pISTA®Y T )

Levine first thing tomorrow morningh Please coordinate with him
details of distribution of this and for subsequent press coverage

of the conference itself.

I11. Scheduled arrivals in Israel -

To the best of our knowledge, these are current travel
plans for conference pafticipants from US
1.G.Gruen LY 10 arriving Feb. 11 3:55 PM

2. M. Fishbein, from Boston LY 204 arriving Feb. 11 3:55PM.
(If I can identify him and see him in the airport we
will share a cab.)

3. Harold Golberg, Charney Bromberg, Elaine Wishner, Henry
Feingold, Wolfe Kelman and daughter all on LY 8 Sat.
night, arriving Ben Gurion,. Feb. 14, 3.20 PM. Kelman and
daughter probably will be picked up. Bromberg will meet
up with Goldberg and Feingold to share cab to Jerusalem.
Since Elaine Wishner will also be on that flight, it may
make ggnse and be more cost effective to order a large
car for all of them. If you agree and arrange this,please
FAX Charney immediately, so he can tell the others. If not,
they will make their own arrangements on arrival.

Thank you for all your help. ,j\fL,‘JIQ')}?})J} !Olrn?_

Ehun]

ccﬂ/ﬁarc Tanenbaum , ShimonSamuels
Charney Bromberg

Mort Yarmon

Gary Wolf

AL M DU A0 LA S LLS
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" "he “American
m ¢Jewish Commuittee

YOV DIPUNLDYPYAN © 228862,233551 DTV +95149 YTV, P MAPAR ‘N < NPIIIND YTID TN
ISRAEL OFFICE: Rehov Ethiopia 9, Jerusalem 95149 @ Tel, 228862, 233551 @ Cable: Wischcom, Jerusalem

December 14, 1987

Mr. Clarence Wagner
Bridges for Peace
97 Jaffa Road
Jerusalem

Dear Clarence,

When we met recently on behalf of the National Christian
Leadership Conference, I took back with me to study a copy of
the celebration planned for your own Bridges for Peace and I saw,
for the first time, the full, elaborate and imposing series of
programs you are organizing and initiating under your theme of
"Bless Israel '88",

The list is imposing in every respect and one understands
your emphasis when we read your statement "In Support of the
Miracle" that was attached to the brochure.

I simply wanted you to know that we, of the AJC, applaud
both your initiative as well as your energy. If there are ways
in which the knowledge, resources and contacts of the AJC can
be helpful to help you achieve your appealing objectives, I
earncstly invite you to turn tous-unconditionally.

But, of course, you already knew that.

Sincerely_ yours,

*ﬁhL}LL/VfP

Bcc: Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff
Shimon Samuels
Yaacov Pnini
Bill Trosten
Bert Gold.
Jim Rudin/Judi Banki
\/’Marc Tanenbaum/George . Gruen
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

dateJanuary 13, 1988

tOoSidney Liskofsky/Marc Tanenbaum
frompM. Bernard Resnikoff

wWINpuD.IoWH

subject

The violence that is breeding more violence in the West Bank
is creating an imbroglio of interpretation, if not an outright
embarrassment of affairs. ‘

Not as important as the loss of life, nor even the loss of face,

some of the discussion, in print and on the TV screen (both

foreign and domestic) are getting downright silly. Questions

about the Geneva Convention, international law, law and order, |
the rule of law, human rights - all intrude on a variety of actions ;
taken by the Israeli authorities that includes abbreviated trials, |
alleged maltreatment, the drawing of inferences from the whitewash i
of the Shin Bet, and the fanciful elaboration from the mistake of |
serving inadequate food to a prisoner, turned into a charge of
beastiality. (A good case in point is a' letter appearing in the
January 10 issue of the New York Times by Father Hamilton, Canon
of the Washington Cathedral whose charges of maltreatment by !
Israeli soldiers of Palestinians somehow wind up as being violations |
of all the canons of international law: isn't on the brink of being |
wicked; it is wicked). . .y i :

f

These events have led to consider the need for providing our members |
and friends with clear guidelines as to what is and what is not _
permitted, under international law, as seen by our specialists here. :
This being so, I sought out and met with someone who has spent some |
15 years serving in the State Attorney's office and is a specialist |
in international law'at the Ministry of Justice. His eredentials are |
first-rate and having recently left the ministry, he is free to

explain, and to wrlte wlthout any restralnts imposed upon senior
egivil servants. . s , - |

He is prepared, at our request, to provide short, pithy statements of '
elaboration and interpretation to help our members and friends better |
understand the legal issues involved in the occupation and the variety
of corrective actions being taken by the Ministry of Defense at this timé.
Fees that will be charged are comparable to what we now pay for weekly
summaries. He has agreed to write such statements for us, at our behest-j
I show below a sampling of the kind of topics about which he is i
prepared to write at once and would seem to me to be guite relevant

for our purposes. I present these ideas to you for youri.response and
reaction and approval, if you so decide.



Thinking ahead, such commissions could be undertaken at your dlrectlons.
Certainly there would be no obstacles in initiating such a series
starting March 1. Let me know.

TOPICS: - | ;’ 5%
The Legal System and the Courts ‘x , A //' |

Legislation by the Military Commander

Supervision of the Military by Israel's Supreme Court

Military Courts and their Rules of Evidence and Criminal Procedure

Inhabitants' Legal Remedies against the Military
Freedom of Movement - Deportation

Freedom of Speech and Freedom of the Press
Demolition of Houses

Arrest and Administrative Detention

Land Law and the Expropriation of Private Land

Taxation in the Territories
?thknaégﬁ Qe T enan

cc: Bert Gold/Bill Trosten . ’
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The American Jewish Commiitee
ferant office

Shimon Samuasls, Director
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P FOR YOUR INFORMATION

To: All Alumni of the IAJIR 'Matthew and Edna Brown
Young Israeli, 'Get to Know US Jewry' Program:

I am happy to attach for your deliberation, copies of the

decision memos prepared by the AJC Task Force on American

Jewish-Israeli Relations. In addition, please find a paper
by Gary Rubin entitled "American Jewish-Israeli Relations:
History, Current Issues and the Role of the AJC."

These materials are placed at your disposal so that you might
have a clear picture of the thinking of the AJC Task Force
prior to its arrival in Israel on February 22-25. The

AJC visitors are eager to engage in dialogue with you regarding

positions in these documents and their thoughts on these issues
as they develop.

Wishing you a happy Hanukah.

".\5'\31

cc: Mordechai Gazit
Bert Gold
George Gruen
Marc Tanenbaum /
Gary Rubin
Yakir Tsur
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Institute of Human Relations

.. % 165 East 56 Street
AV The American Jewish New York, New York 10022-2746
P Committee 212 751-4000

February 4, 1988

Dear AJC Leader:

The current volatile situation in Israel and the occupied territories, which you have been
reading and hearing about so much these past few weeks, has been of overriding concern
for us here at AJC. It continues to be one of our highest priorities, occupying much of

our time. More than likely, it promises to do so for a long time to come, at least until

there is some end to the violence and steps are taken for a lasting peace.:

Let me assure you that we have never wavered in our support of Israel. Some aspects
of its actions, as they have come through to us, understandably have been disturbing.
But at all times we have been mindful both of the historical context in which events

have taken place and of the on-the-scene provocations by the Palestinians. Whatever

~ pasitions we take as an agency arise out of our firm commitment to Israel and our concem

for its security.

As soon as the disturbances first reached our attention, we moved on a number of fronts.
Let me summarize some of these activities: '
1. U.S. Administration. We have met with a wide range of top U.S. officials central
to Middle East policy, from Secretary of State Shultz and key members of the
State Department and the National Security Council. In each instance, we
expressed our solidarity with Israel, and urged that U.S. initiatives be taken
that would use the current disturbances as incentive for renewed peace activities.
We are happy to note now that the U.S. seems to have begun just that.

The Israelis. Both in the U.S. and in Israel, AJC officers and staff have con-
ferred regularly with Israeli officials — to present our viewpoint, to suggest
alternatives where that seemed called for, and to offer our assistance in inter-
preting Israel’s difficult problems. To give you a measure of what we have

done: on three separate occasions in a matter of ten days, we met with the

busy Israeli Ambassador to the U.S., both in his offices and in ours. Further,

we sent cables to Prime Minister Shamir, Foreign Minister Peres, and Defense

- Minister Rabin, expressing our concem over some of the measures used to bring
stability to the troubled area. '

The Jewish Community. We have kept in close touch with other major organi-
zations in the American Jewish community, particularly with the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations (which is headed by our
Honorary President, Morris B. Abram), so that a unified approach would be
preserved in these difficult days. We joined with them in missions to Washington
as well as in drafting common statements. '



4. The American Community. AJC’s International Relations Department has prepared a series
of background memorandums on the situation, keeping them continuously up to date.
These have been widely distributed, and hailed as the best and most useful analyses extant.
While we have not sought out media contacts, in an effort not to enflame an already
volatile situation, we have responded to calls from the media. Our President, Ted Ellenoff,
and others at AJC have appeared on numerous radio and TV programs and have been
quoted in newspapers and magazine articles. Where that was deemed to be called for, we
have arranged meetings for representatives of the American Jewish community with key
executives at ABC and other major media, urging them to place the situation in Israel
into fairer perspective. And we have started a series of consultations, in Washington
and elsewhere, with officials of religious, ethnic, civic, and communal organizations with
which we normally deal, helping them to understand the complexities of the situation in
Israel.

5. The AJC Community. All the materials that we have produced have been shared with our
area offices, and our chapter leadership has been urged to pursue locally our efforts of
constructive interpretation. We are now duplicating our meetings with Jewish and general
groups across the country, and we are certain they will add to a more general sympathetlc
understanding of the difficult position of Israel.

| am enclosing a copy of an Open Lsetter to the people of Israel from Ted Ellenoff that has appeared
in the Jerusalem Post and in the Hebrew-Language paper Davar. | think it accurately reflects the
views of AJC'’s leadership.

Obviously we are far from the end of this drama. We believe we have been effective, but there is

a long way to go. Over the years we have consistently advocated direct negotiations for a peaceful
solution between Israel, the concerned Arab states, and appropriate Palestinian representatives —
even if necessary under some kind of intemational umbrella.

I assure you again that AJC will continue to be a major player here. | welcome your views and
comments, and will report to you again as events unfold.

Cordia!ly yours,

(3ot

Bertram H. Gold

BHG/cpa
Enclosure
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érance and hatred that has " anyway, opened all these issuet to
the Arabs to wage war and | . new and bopefully fresh debate. We
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beunarj 10,1988
Yaakov Pnini

Marec Tanenbaum

ISRAEL INTERFAITH COMMITTEE WERBLOWSKY WIGODER EMANUEL HAVE ASKED
FOR MEETING WITH ME, PLEASE TELL THEM I AM EAGER TO DO SO. LET'S
ARRANGE WHEN I ARRIVE ON SUNDAY. ALSO PLEASE HAVE CHARIES IEVINE
ISSUE PRESS RELEASE ON CONFERENCE IMMEDIATELY AND DISTRIBUTE
WIDELY TO ISRAELI AND FOREIGN PRESS. LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING
YOU NEXT SUNDAY, BEST REGARDS,.

MARC '

\

A



HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February 8, 1988

t0 Yaacov Pnini

from George Gruen

LA FR D U A O LAL D LA

subject Yaakov Meron and Rabbi Schlesinger

I hepe you have spoken with Yaakov Meron as nmer my fax to vou
of January 12. I just received another letter from him, dated 6th
January,and proposing a sneech by Rabbi Schlesinger nf the Yeshiva
én Shalabim on the subject ofg ''Technclogical Innovation and Social
Polarization in Israel.’
As indicated in my January 12 memo,please invite Meron to all
sessions, with the right to make brieff comments where appropriate,
but not as a formal speaker. I would extend the same courtesy to
Rabbi Schlesinger. (jhope he speaks English.)

Since the mails are so poor, I am relying on you to communicate
with Meron and(if you in Israel agree) also with Rabbi Schlesinger.
It should be made clear that neither can be a formal speaker since the
program of speakers was finalized some time ago d4nd we need to leave
time for discussion. Meron and Schlesaénger are welcome to take part
in that discussion.

By the way I never got any feedback on the January 12 memo with
regard to the specific queries on Rabbi Mordechai Piron (par. 4),
Yirmiyahu Yovel (par. 7), Professor Menachem Freeddman, (par. 8) and
Yehuda Binn, who headed the Education for Democracy project in the
Ministry of Education (par. 9), And Feb. 2 query @n Yitshak Hildes-

“heimer. _
Have these people been invited? Are any of them coming?

Attached: letter from Yaakov Meron 6 Jan, 88, GG memo of Janl2 (2
pages) and earpier Meron letter of Dec. 13 (2 pages).

cc: Marc Tanebaan/”’
Shimon Samuels
Charney Bromberg
Gary Wolf



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
to
from

subject

Studies,

aice

*)Lown Schoel of Near Eastern and Jud

January 7, 1988
cc: George Gruen e

Ya'acov Pnini Marc Tanenbaum

i Charney Bromberg
Gary Wolf '

ERIVNFRIOD . I UIBEO8 R

Religion, State and Society Forum

Attached is our latest version of the program for the

upcoming Forum. Please look it over. Especially imp-

ortant now are spelling mistakes, eg. Tanenbaum (one '"n");
Kelman (one '"1"), Zalman ﬁhlaﬂO‘lrﬁhTHNOV in the Davis Institu
program,

Here jare a couple ofititles:

--Prof. Henry L. Feingold, Professor of History, Baruch
College and Graduate School of the City Univer-
sity of New York, and Chairman, Academic Council,
American Jewish Historical Society.

--Prof. Michael Fishbane, Samuel Lane Professor of
Jewish Religious History and Social Ethics, *)
Brandeis University.

--Rabbi Wolfe Xelman, fxecutive Vice President, Rabbin-
ical Asser“lr' Chairman, American Secticn of the
World Jewish Gongress; Adjunct Professor of History,
Jewish Theological Seminary of America./Father of tv
children who have made alivah.)

--Dr., George E. Gru=n, Director, Israel & Middle East Affai
Division, Internationa] Relations Department, Americ
Jewish Committee; Associate nof the Columbia UnlverSJ

Seminar on the MTdle Fast,

Re garding travel and room arrangements. George Gruen Spoke
today withk the following:

Henry Feingold, arriving on the l4th,probably with spouse,
may stay on additicnal davs at own expense, also will
pay differential between single and double rate. '

Michael Fishbane, arriving Feb. 11, departing Sun. Feb. 2]

Wolfe Kelman, arriving Feb. 14. Will be staying at Preside
Hotel. He says he can get special rate of c.$30 includ-
ing breakfast. Finds it difficult to walk stairs at
Mishkenot, {Approved by Marc Tanenbaum.)

Please let us know what Mish%enot vill be charging per night
for single and for double.



An International Forum on

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE

Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988

Cosponsored by:

The International Relations Department . The Leonard Davis Institue -
The American Jewish Committee for International Relations

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Preliminary List of Sessmns, Topics, Pnncnpa! Invited Speakers and Discussants

P

-

LMonday, February 15

—
Morning Session:

9:10 - éfl]

9:20 - 9:40

9:40 - 10:05

10:10 - 10:30

Q Chalrman- Theodore Ellenoff, President, The Amencan Jewish™ %

. Committee

T ——

9:00 - 1:00 (coffee break 11:00 - 11:20)
Welcari"l? Remarks, Theodore Ellenoff
Opening Statement: President Chaim Herzog

"Judaism - A Call for Change," Yehoshafat Harkabi, Director,
Leanard Davis Institute

Discussion

Place, Role and Status of Religion in Contemporary Judaism

Chairman:

10:30 - 11:00

11:30 - 11:15
11:15-11:30
11:30 - 11:55

11:55 - 12:10
12:10 - 1:00 p.m.

1:00 - 2:20 p.m.

1. "On The Interaction of Nationalism and Religion", Prof. R.J.
Zvi sty Werhitwsd v

Discussant: Prof. Emanuel Guttman

Coffee break

2. "Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition", Prof. Michael
Fishbane

Discussant: Zvi Zohar on Sephardi Perspectives
General Discussion

Luncheon break



Afternoon Sessior@ 2:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Chairman:

2:30 - 3:00

3:00 - 4:00

4:00 - 4:20

4:30 - 6:20

Place and Rple of Religion in the
American Jewish Community

"Judaism and Jewishness in the American Jewish Perception" --
overview by Prof. Henry L. Feingold

Discussants:
Rabbi Richard Hirsch, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Rabbi Shiomo
Riskin

Coffee break
General Discussion

(Dinner for speakers and overseas guests, Leonard Davis Institute
and AJC officials)

Tuesday, February 16

Morning Session:

9:10 - 9:15
9:15 - 9:40
9:40 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:20

10:25 - 10:45
10:45 - 11:00
11:00 - 12:20
11:20 - 12:30

12:45 - 1:45

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Chairman: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of International
Relations, AJC

Role of Religion in The Diaspora

1. Overview, Isi Leibler, President of the Asia Pacific Jewish
Association '

2. Continental Eurobe, Prof. Shmuel Trigano

3. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz, Head Rabbi,
Associacao Religiosa Israelita, Rio de Janeiro

4. Russian Jews, Rabbi Eliahu Essas, former Soviet refusenik
Interaction among panelists
Cofee break
General Discussion

Luncheon




.,

Afternoon Session: 2:00 - 4:30 p.m.

2:00 - 2:30

2:30 - 2:45
2:45 - 3:45
3:45 - 4:10
4:10 - 4:25
4:30 - 5:00

Evening Session:

Role of Religion in Israel

Chairman: Zalman Abramov

1. "The Jewish Character of the State of Israel”, Elyakim
Rubinstein

Discussant: Ruth Gavison

Discussion

2. "Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewish
Society", Prof. Gabriel Sheffer

Discussant: Moshe Lissak
Coffee, tea, danish and fruit
5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Chair: Elaine Wishner

500 -5 1. T de bz e of Ak Meay, Tosue 5 dnd Crevpi with %m{ A e
5:25- 5:40 Discussant: Prof. Uzi Ornan ..
P
5:40 - 6:00 2. "The Status of Women in a Jewish State", Marilyn Safir :-“
139
6:00 - 6:15 Discussant: Naomi Chazan =
6:15 - 7:00 General Discussion e
(Dinner at leisure) Er:;
H
Wednesday, February 17 :_“‘:_
Morning Session: 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. ‘:::
Chairman: Dr. George E. Gruen, Director of Israel and Middle =
East Affairs, AJC ?‘"
L
Strengthening Jewish Unity within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework >
4
9:00 - 9:25 1. Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, MK Shulamit Aloni 3

9:25 - 9:45

9:45 - 10:10

10:10 - 10:20

Discussant: Dr. Daniel Tropper, Founder and Director, Gesher

2. Role of the Media: Perceptions and Misperceptions, Hanna
Zemer

Discussant: Judith Elitzur




10:20 - 11:00
11:00 - 11:15

11:15 - 12:00

12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Discussion
Coffee Break

3. Mutual Impact Between Developments in,Diaspora and Israel,
Prof. Charles Liebman, Prof. Avi Ravitzky

Discussion

Lunch at leisure

Afternoon Session: 3:30 - 6:15 p.m. at Mishkengt Sha'ananim

Conclusion:. Ideas for the Future

What Can We Do Together to Advance Mutual Respect and Solidarity

© 3:30 - 3:50
3:50 - 4:10
“4:10 - 4:30

4:30 - 4:50

4:50 - 5:10
5:10 - 6:00
6:00 - 6:15
6:30 - 7:15
7:30 - 9:30

George E. Gruen
Disk/48
1/7/88:ar

between Israel and the Diaspora

Chairman: ber#rum H. Gold, Executive Vice-President, AJC
Greetings by Mayor Teddy Kollek

Avraham Harme;n, Prospects for the Future

Hon. Yosef Burg

Rabbi Chaim Druckman

Rabbi Pesach Schindler

General Discussion

Summation

Farewell Cocktail at Mishkenot

Dinner meeting of speakers and overseas guests for informal off-

the-record evaluation of the conference and recommendations
for follow-up.



3 - ' '8 11:35 AJC ISPAEL ' ' PAGE . Q1
g e ;

%

To: George Gruen
From: Yaaocov Pnini
" January 13, 1988

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION FORUM:

. The text of the final program should be ready in a few days.

In our confirmation letters to the participants, we requested of
them to send us a few lines of their bio, As soon as we have it,
we shall fax to you.

The program is closed. I have sent an invitation to Dr. Meron and
Dr. Friedman. (List of invitees enclosed).

Rabbi Mordechail Piron is still the Chief Rabbi of Switzerland.
Peres' appointment of Rabbi Piron as special advisor on Diaspora

Affanirs was an honorary one and Lol lulended for the rabbi to be
on the staff of the Foreign Office.

I shall inform Shmuel Trigano. Isi Liebler is making his own arrangen

Avi Ravitsky will not be in the country. He has, however, been 1nv1£e

5ol

URGENT: WHAT DO WE DO WITH THE SMOOHA BOOKS?

fages senT
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Mr,MoshelBar Ner|Rehov Kiryat Sefer 12!Haifa

Mr. IMichalGidroniRehov Maklis 8!Petah Tikvah

Ms, |Rachel 1GioraiRehov Pica 15!Petah Tikva

Mr, !Yossi!Pnini!Rehov Ararat 2lJewish QuarterlJerusalem

Ms.!Leah|Shekdiel|POB 285!Yerucham

Ms. IRivka!Mirian!Emeq Refaim 181Jerusalem
HK.!AharonIAbuhazeralknessetlJeruaal;m
MK. !Simcha!Dinitz |Knesset |Jerusalem

MK, 'Menachem!HaCohen1Knesset | Jerusalem

MK, |ShevahIWeigalKneaset ! Jerusalem

MK, IMordechailVirshubski|Knesset | Jerusalem

MK.1Avreham!Verdiger!Knesset | Jerusalem
MK. !David|Libai!Knesset |Jerusalem

MK . IMenachem!PorushiKnesset | Jerusalem
MK.!Yitzhak!Peret2!Knessget ! Jerusalem
MK. IDavid !|Zucker |Kneaset |Jerusalem

M. [Aveshem|§hevira [ Fnoeooat | Torunnlnm
MK 1Y AR 1EAPS A L KRRAARK LIRFIRRLER
Ms.IMiriam!Tasser—GlaserlKneéset!Jerusulem
MK, |Zevulun!Hammer | Knesset | Jerusalem
MK.!Yitzhak!Navon!Knesset!Jerusalem
MK.1Yitzhek |Peretz!Knesset |Jerusalem

MK ! Amnon!Rubinstein!Knesset!Jerusalem

Pog 3587
MR. | Avraham!Burg | ipeseat | Jerusalem
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Professor!S.N. |Eizenstadt |Rehov Radak 30!Jerusalem
Mr.!Walter!Eitan!Rehov Balfour 18!Jerusalem
Mr.!Hanan!Bar On!Rehov Shalom Aleichem 3!Jerusalem
Mr, !Mordechai!BarOn|Rehov Masarik!Jerusalem
Professor!RivkalBar Yosef |Rehov Berlin 6!Jerusalem
Professor!Arieh!Goren!Rehov Nayot 20!Jerusalem

Mr. IDanny|Halperin!Beit ElfyahulIbhn Gvirol 2[Tel Aviv
Ms.|Esther|Herlitz!Rehov Hayarkon 188a!Tel Aviv

Ne-Mr1Dan!Tolkowski 1Tolkowski and Partner!POB 394601Tel Aviv

-

“e3

pre

Mr.!Nissim!Yosha!Ministry of Education!Rehov ParanlJerusalem
Professor!Reuven!Yaron!Kikar Magnes 6!Jerusalem
Mr.!Ahron!Yariv!Center for Strategic Education!Tel Aviv
University!|Ramat Aviv

Mr.!BaruchlLevy!Rehov Haparsa 48!Tel Aviv

Professor |Menachem!Milson!Kaf Tet B'November 24!Jerusalem
Mr, IMenachem!Meron!Beit EliahulIbn Gvirol 2[Tel Aviv
Mr.[ElilAmir{Rehov Avraham Ya'ari 5/131Jerusalem
Ms,lAlizalAmir-Zohar |Kibbutz Baram!Merom Galil
Mr.[!Meir!Amit!Rehov Hibat Zion!Ramat Gan

Mr. |Daniel |Rosolio!Rehov Arlosoroff 931Tel Aviv
Mr,|Shalom!Rosenfeld IMaariv!Rehov Carlebhach 21Tel Aviv
Professor!Natan!|Rotenstreich|Rehov Marcus 7!Jerusalem
Dr.!AlexanderiRaphaeli!Rehov Diasraeli 12!Jerusalem
Professor | Emanuel {Rackman |Bar Ilan Universliy!Ramat Gan

L et Tl Ryl

Mr.!Rafi!Mann!Maariv!Rehov Hillel!Jerusalem
Mr.!ElishulSalpeter!Beit Haaretz!Rehov Zalman Shoken 211Tel Aviv
Mr. l|ArilRath!Jerusalem Post!POBox 81)Jerusalem
Mr.|Gidon!Remez|Kol Israel!POBox 1082!Jerusalem

Dr, IShlomo!Sapir |POBox 1032!Ramat IaSharon

Dr.!Janet!Aviad IKRB FundlRehov Marcus 1!lJerusalem

Mr. |Leonard!DaviglRehov Keren layesod 41!Jerusalem
Mr,!Israel!Katz|Center for Sociml Policy Research!POBox 3489!Jerusalem
Professor |Hillel!Shuval!POBox 21601Jerusalem
Mr.!Mirhael!Elicur | HaShahar 71Beit IHakerem!Jerusalem.
Professor!Yitzhak!Gilnor!Rehov Kobovi 27!Jerusalem
Dr.!Ernest|Stoek!Rehov Suudia Gaon 1!Jerusalem

Mr. |Nechamia!Dagan!Rehov Ayah 29!Neyve Rom!Ramat Hasharon

Ms. !AmiralDotan!Tzadakiahu 10!1Beer Sheva

Mr.1Gidon|Samt INeot Afeka'Lesh 12[Tel Aviv

Mr.!Haim!Shibi|Rehov Hahayil 17/91Jerusalem

MK. IAbba | Eban |Knesset |Jerusalem
Professor!Arieh{Carmon!Institutc lsrael Diaspors Relations!Tel Aviv
University!Ramat Aviv )

Dr. Yaacov Meron

Dr. Mordechai Friedman .

Rabbi.Dr., Mordechai Halperin

Meron Izakson

SHIMbRo A 20

No -SUMUEL SWNITLER

N

Dr.10zer!Schild|Haifa University!Mount Carmel!Haifa

Dr.IMenachem!Friedman!Haifa University!Mount Carmel!Haifa

‘ HKfUzilBaram!Kneaset!Jerusalem

MR. NAFTALIE KRAUS, MAARIV
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January 12, 1988

Mr. Steven Riskin
Program Officer

The Ford Foundation

320 East 43rd Street
New York, New York 10017

Dear Steve:

Following up on our phone conversation, I am pleased to
enclose a copy of the letter of invitation to the Jerusalem
Forum on Society, State and Religion we sent to lay leadership.
I am also enclosing the latest version of the program.

I have already relayed to Jerusalem your suggestion to
invite Yirmiyahu Yovel. Professor Menachem Freedman of Bar Ilan
was on my initial 1list of proposed participants. If after
looking at the program you have additional names to suggest,
please give me a call. (The Davis Institute and the AJC Office
in Israel are inviting several hundred selected Israelis. We
haven't gotten the responses yet.)

I look forward to seeing you on January 21.

Sincerely,

Y 4

- J//f?f";
Lt l / e

George E. Gruen, Ph.D.

Director

Israel § Middle East Affairs
GEG:tm

Enclosures

/"“’”‘/Mﬁ‘/
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January 12, 1988

PERSONAL

Mr. Charles H. Bendheim
President

Philipp Brothers Chemicals, Inc.
One Parker Plaza

Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024

Dear Mr. Bendheim:

Following up on our brief discussion during the Goldfarb
shiva, I am pleased to extend a formal invitation to you and
Els to participate in the sessions of the International Forum
on "'Society, State and Religion: The Jewish Experience,'" which
we are cosponsoring with the Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
February 15 through 17.

I know this is a subject of deep concern to you and we
would be honored if you could spare the time to attend and to
participate actively in the discussion. I am enclosing a copy
of the memo we sent to AJC leadership outlining the objectives
of the conference as well as a copy of the latest version of
the program, listing confirmed principal speakers and discussants.

Please let me know whether you will be able to attend all
or part of the conference and we will arrange to save seats for
you. If you don't yet know for sure, please contact our Jerusalem
office when you arrive in Israel and give Mr. Ya'akov Pnini the
details. The office is at 9 Ethiopia Street and the phone
numbers are (02) 228862 or 233551.

I very much hope that you and Els will be able to participate
in our conference and 1 look forward to seeing you in Jerusalem.

Cordially,
f‘_
A AT
/Géoﬂge E.»G&uen, Ph.D.
GEG:tm
Enclosures

cc: Ya'akov Pnini



HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date February 8, 1988
to Yaakov Pnini

from George Gruen

LAS IR O LA 2.8 O LAA D LAS

subject Society, State and Religion Forum

This is a response to your fax of February 7:

1. Chairmen
We are glad to hear that Abe Harman has agreed to chair the opening
session. I spoke with Marc and we both agree to the switch suggested by
Shimon Samuels. Marc will chair the Monday afternoon session on the American
Jewish community and Shimon will take the Tuesday morning session on religion
in the Diaspora.

2. List of Participants
I am attaching a copy of your list of participants with a few cor-
rections on the overseas participants. I hope you will be getting the additional .
information from the Israelis for both the participant list and additional biographical
data for use by the chairmen. I am enclosing a separate list giving the AJC af-
filiations of AJC lay and staff participants.

3. Regarding name tags for the participants,both Marc and I feel that it
is both necessary and desirable to have name tags for participants. Please have
them prepared in advance for all participants who are confirmed. This greatly .
facilitates social interchange during the coffee breaks, etc. If you use a
distinctive color for the official participants, including AJC lay people, it
also makes it easier to keep the group together. The first few rows in con-
ference room should be reserved for this first circle of participants.

4. Bios
Fuller bios are also being faxed for those we have.

~+
GEG:hb

cc: Shimon SamuelsL/,,z"
Marc Tanenbaum

Charney Bromberg




Biopraphies

Harold H. Goldberg, .Jr.

AJ Conmittee Affiliations: Board of Covernors; Stcering Committee of Int'l
Affairs Commission; President, NJ Area of AJC; former President, Metropolitan
Chapter. (See full bio attached for business and other activities.)

Bee lol{man

Former Chairman Metropolitan New .Jersey Chapter; AJC, Board of Governors;
Women's Division of lederation; past Co-Chairman of Jewish Beautiful
Israel; Member, Steering Committce [nternational Relations Commission.

Selma Hirsh .
Associate Director, AJC'slnstitute on American Jewish-Israeli Relations;
Associate Director bEmeritus, AJC; mcmber, Board of Governors of AJC.

Philip E. Hoffman

llonorary President of the Amcericun Jewish Committee; served as U.S. Representative
to the lluman Rights Commission of the United Nations {from 1972 to 1975; National
President of AJC from 19069 to 19753. A

Dr. George L. Gruen, P’h.D. :
Director of the Tsracl and Middle liast Affairs pivision of the American Jewish
Committee; Associatc ol the Columbia University Seminar on the Middle East. Has
taught international relations and Middle Last politics and social issues at
Colunibia, Touro, and Brooklyn and City Colleges of CUNY.

Rabbi Marc il. Tanenbawn

Director of International Reluations Department of American Jewish Conmittee;
Founder and currently chairman of the joint liaison committee of the Vatican
Secretariat on Catholic-Jewisih Relations and the International Jewish Conmittee
for Interreligious Consultations ([JCIC);(Chaiman of IJCIC since January 1,
1988.) Fommerly, AJC's National Interreligious Affairs Director for many years.

Elaine Wishner .
Northeastern Univergity rcceived BA; Attended Chicago Institute for Psycho-
analysis; Post Gragatc Tcucher liducation Program; Vice-President, Chicago
Chapter AJC; Member Nutional lixccutive Council of AJC. Since 1982 Staff and
child development consultant, Child Care of Lvanston.

Charncy Bromberg

Deputy Director, International Relations Dept. AJC; former Associute Director
of National Jewish Community Relations Advisory Council and its Director of
Middle Last Affairs. ;




HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date Fehrhary 5, 1988

~

to Yaakov Pnini

LAAME P U IO LS LR

from George Gruen

subject Society, State and Religion Forum

Since time is running very short, here is a checklist of matters re-
quiring followup to assure they have been done:

1. Chairmen. After speaking with Bert Gold, Zalman Abramov and
Marc Tanenbaum, we recommended Mordechai Gazit to chair Monday afternoon session
on Place § Role of Religion in US Jewish Comm. His work with IAJIR makes this
especially appropriate. I spokc with him by phone and he is agreeable. Please
give him copy of Feingold paper and my memo to panelists.

For opening session we recommend Abe Harman. Please check his avail-
ability. If not, reply with suggestions. Zalman Abramov is ready to chair
closing session Wednesday afternoon if we do not have someone strong to handle
Druckman et al. Abramov continues to chair Tuesday Religion in Israel session.

2. List of participants should include chairmen with their titles. Am
faxing back your copy with corrections and additions. AJC participants, who are
not chairmen, should be included among those who have said yes to your invitations,
if you have that list, otherwise at bottom of speakers and chairmen list. At
present, AJC- afﬁllated persons who are coming from the United States,
other than chairmen,are Harold Goldberg, Elaine Wishner, Selma Hirsh, Ph111p
& Bee Hoffman, Charney Bromberg. Marc Tanenbaum and George Gruen are chairmen.
Davis Institute and AJC Israel Office relevant staff should also be included.

. 3. Recording and reporting of sessions. In addition to taping, we need
graduate student or other note-takers who can prepare overnight brief 4-6 page
summaries of session key points. They should save notes for longer summaries later.

4. Host/hostess to keep list of name and affiliation of all persons
attending any session. Also to give out name tags. Tags for official participants
should be prepared in advance. Color code or use other device to differentiate from
""amecha' tags.

5. Publicity. Have ads been placed yet in the Jerusalem Post and Hebrew
press? Have reporters been contacted? Am I correct that only 13 persons have said
yes so far? Please check with Charlie Levine, Gabby Sheffer et al what more can be
done. Marc is working on press release we hope to have ready to Fax you on Monday.
Send us copy of anything issued thus far on your end.




6. Giving information about and providing transportation for AJC'ers
and foreign guests to and trom special events, e.g. opening night dinner, lunch
provision at Hebrew U. cabs back to city after Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday
morning session.

7. On further reflection, Marc and I feel that we should not have a
formal dinner session after the closing reception on Wednesday afternoon. The
participants will be tired by then, and will be either planning to depart or to see
family and friends. If you have not yet made unalterable commitments, let's
leave Wednesday night at leisure. 1f some people want to have dinner together
fine, but not as working session to evaluate the conference.

Please confirm receipt of this fax.

GEG:hb

cc: Marc Tanenbaum /

Shimon Samuels
Gabby Sheffer



Dr. George Gruen
February 4, 1988

A
Dear Bee and Phil: (Nag’f'-"ﬂdi-ﬂ_)

I am enclosing the latest official program
of the conference in Jerusalem, which [ have
just gotten from Israel.

I am also enclosing the paper by Henry Feingold.
Please note that you are invited for dinner
on Monday night February 15. Please check

with the Lsrael office on arrival about any
other special arrangements.

I will be arriving on February 11 and can be
reached at the King David.

1 look forward to seeing you in Jerusalem and

to your active participation in all the sessions
of the conference.

gﬂ?—— ?’7‘5 ;/“/C U’/”\/

A f/’jf,élfa =

& - ‘7
YQ 4 k""v’f Pr,‘rl_'*-l ,S V) DGR N D
be Marve Saneal oo -

The American Jewish
A_lC ittee

Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022-2746 212 751-4000




HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
to
from

subject

February 2, 1988
cc: David Geller

BRAE P B BE RS of O LAL D LES

Yaakov Pnini Shimon Samuels
. Marc Tanenbaum
George E. Gruen /;; : Charney Bromberg
. - , _ Gary Wolf
Various :

I. Society, State and Religion Conference

1. I hope you have by now received my express letter of 1/29 enclosing
covering notes to Shlomo Riskin and Richard Hirsch and one copy each
of the papers by llenry Feingold and Michael Fishbane.

2. As per our phone conversation, Sunday, please have copies hand
delivered to Riskin and Hirsch of the Feingold paper and if possible
also the Fishbane paper.

3. Please hand deliver a copy of the Fishbane paper to Zvi Zohar.
Please also invite Prof. Ora Zohar to the conference. She is at the
Hebrew U. School of Education and has been involved in projects with
high school teachers, both Arabs and Jews, on how to inculcate values
of democracy and pluaralism. She is American-born but long ago made
aliya. She happens to be Zvi's mother in addition to her own credentials.
Her home address is 19 Hovevei Tzion,the phone number is 632-042 in
Jerusalem.

4. The following is biographical information for Professor Shmuel
Trigano: Professor of Sociology, University of Paris; Director, College
of Jewish Studies at the Alliance Israelite Universelle; Editor, Review
of Jewish Studies, Pardes.

5. Please Fax us list of all speakers and respondents with their

~ official titles. We need a copy here for press purposes. To reiterate,

please make sure with the Davis Institute that such a list be handed out
together with the program at the conference. If you have confirmations
of others who will attend, please have a 1list of other conference

. registrants, with titles where you know them, also sent to us.6.Provision

should be made to register persons who come to individual sessions. We

need this to identify speakers on the tape and also because we wish to know

who our audience was. Even if this is not Hebrew U. practice, it is AJC'S.

For assessing the conference and for followup, it is good to know who

participated in any way. (Do you plan to have name tags for participants?)
7. Isi Leibler is leaving today and-will be coming to Jerusalem tomor-

row. He is staying at King David Hotel. Please arrange to have copy of

his paper picked up from him and copies made for us and for Hebrew U. and .

also for the participants in his session. (It is probably too late to send

to Graetz and Trigano, so please give them tothem on arrival in Jerusalem.)

II. Please Fax again 5-page report on Co-existence at a Crossroads and Feb.
2 Jerus. Post article on Shoshana Miller. Both have lines garbled. Thanks
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date January 12, 1988
to Ya'acov Pnini

from George Gruen

subject Society, State and Religion Forum

In response to your FAX of January 10, please be sure to FAX us
the final text of the program before the Hebrew University goes
to press. We want to make sure it has no errors in spelling, etc.

We still urgently need titles of conference participants, even if
you do not intend to include such information in the program. We
need the titles for our press rclcases, and also for session
chairmen who will be introducing the speakers (the chalrmen also

need some additional blographlcal information).

As I mentioned to you on the phone,please invite Dr. Ya'akov
Meron (of the Ministry of Justice) to participate in all ses-

sions. In response to his letter to me of Dec. 13,which T just
received, please inform him that, unfortunately,we do not have room
for additional formal speakers. llowcver, Dr. Mcron's proposed

topic (see attached letter), "Religion and State in Israel as
seen by Arabs'", is relecvant. We would appreciate it if he could
make brief comments on this during the discussion. Depending on
the time available, either Tuesday afternoon or Monday morning
would seem appropriate.

Regarding the two other individuals that Meron recommends:
I would invite them to attend (not as formal speakers, though)
unless there is a strong objection from your end or from Davis
Institute to their participation.

When I earlier suggested inviting Rabbi Mordechai Piron, Shimon
Peres' special advisor on Diaspora affairs, Shimon Samuels res-
ponded that everyone agreed it would be a good idea to invite
him. Was he invited? Will he be attending? (See attached
clipping).

This is to confirm that our invited guests will be staying at
Beit Meirsdorf. Please send us exact directions on how to get
there by taxi, since people will be arriving with luggage. Please
notify Shmuel Trlgano and Isi Leibler of the change.

David Harris has reported to us how impressive Avi Ravitzky
was at the sessions he attended. I hope it will be possible

BRI REDIIP AR UREAAA
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Gruen to Pnini/2

for him to attend the conference, at least for one session.

Please discuss with Gabi Sheffer whether to invite Yirmiyahu
Yovel, director of the Jerusalem International Spinoza Institute,
Mishkenot Sha'ananim, P.O.B. 8215, Jerusalem, 91081. According

to a colleague at the Ford Foundation, Yovel has held confer-
ences on religious-secular relations.

The same source also recommends Professor Menahem Freedman, the
expert on the Haredim. He is at Bar Ilan University. Freedman
has been on our list of suggested invitees since day one. I hope
he was invited and will attend.

What about Yehuda Binn (spelling?) who is in charge of the
Education for Democracy project at the Ministry of Education.
We met him here last fall and he is knowledgable.

Please also send us by FAX right away.the full 1ist of invitees.

cc:(Marc Tanenba
Shimon Samuels
M. Bernard Resnikoff

P.S. - Is this Avner Shaki? And what is his title?



[start]

Original documents
faded and/or illegible



Dr. George Gruen

Anericen Jewish Committev
netitute of Eumen Eelitions
16S East 5C Street

kew Yorlk, BY iCCeze

U ELhs

Leer George,

Thenk you fer entrusting rne with & copy of the
draft progrem cf the scheduled "International Forun:

or. Society, Stzte and Keligion".

As agreed between us, 1 gave sore thought to the
topics znd tke speakers and 1 would like to propcse

three namcs:

1. Rabbi Dr. Mordechai Halperin. e is & doctor of
medicine, teaching at the Faculty of Medicine in
Jeruszlem, Head of the Schlessinger Institute zt the
Sha'arei Tsedek Hospital and editor of the
medico-halachik pericdicel "Asia". I heard him
lecture in a quite satisfactory English. Above all
he 1is an excellent Talmid Hakham. He also had a
brilliant military past, as commander in the
parechutists. The subject he is thinking of
proposing is something like "Medical Ethics Bridging
Social Gzps".

2. Robbi Schlessinger, former Rabbi of Kibbutz
Sha'zlabim (midway between Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem)
and now the head of the Yeshiva in the same kibbutz.
He is a very interesting speaker, but I hever heard
him in English. Cwing to his absence from the
country, (he is now in the States), I have not yet

been able to contact him. I guess, however, that he



1s #1150 good in Englist

view of the fact that he

is entrusted with misszions to Ll Illntes.

o)

Fyself, I offer the subject:

1 will net be surprised if the

"keligion &nu

Stezte in Isrzel o5 seen by Arebs”.

Lrenird  Lavic

Institute would chject to sore or wll of the nemés

. T ;, precposed  here, beczuse for tLhe old estiblishnient
O.fﬂe,. 7:F;Ja which was in power until 1477, these nermes 2re far
af*"""é’??-—* o tbc unorthocox. However, if you give in to their
! *K“( ;='+n;ﬁj objection you will find youraeif with the stule
Q“A«&{ I Inlt dishwater, only too well known in the past and

3 . By the way, heve you tried

from the Lincoln

his synzgogue during my last

was very much impressed.

having hardly any content or messuge for the future.

to enlist FRabbi Bermzn

Square Synzgogue? 1 heard him in

stay in New York anc

1 wes told that he had

been Principal of the Stern College in New York.

Joet 2 Mainn StreX
J.Qf"!q_,‘f'lﬂ ?57“’

Ycurs Sincerely,

V7. Ya'2%ov Neron

Diredrr , Ls ldmic Law Digisin,
/171-4)'_1""7 rl Q’J;'{:a
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An International Forum on
SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE

Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988

Cosponsored by:

The International Relations Department The Leonard Davis Institue
The American Jewish Committee for International Relations
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Preliminary List of Sessions, Topics, Principal confirmed Speakers and Discussants

Monday, February 15 Morning Session: 9:00 - 1:00 Opening Session

Chairman: Theodore Ellenoff, President, The American Jewish
Committee :

9:10 - 9:20 Welcoming Remarks, Theodore Ellenoff
9:20 - 9:40 Opening Statement: President Chaim Herzog
9:40 - 10:05 "Judaism - A Call for Change," Prof. Yehoshafat Harkabi,

Director, Leonard Davis Institute
10:10 - 10:30 Discussion

Place, Role and Status of Religion in Contemporary Judaism

Chairman:
10:30 - 11:00 1. "On The Interaction of Nationalism and Religion", Prof. R.J.
Zvi Werblowsky -
11:00 - 11:15 Discussant: Prof. Emanuel Guttman

11:15-11:30 Coffee break

11:30 - 11:55 2. "Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition", Prof. Michael
Fishbane, Professor of Jewish Religious History and Social
Ethics, Brandeis University

Note: All sessions will be held in the Truman Institute Building, Mount Scopus
Campus of the Hebrew University, except for the concluding session, Wednesday
afternoon, Feb. 17, which will be at Mishkenot Sha'ananim.




12:10 - 1:00 p.m.

1:00 - 2:20 p.m.

o

General Discussion

Luncheon break

Afternoon Session: 2:30 - 6:00 p.m.

Place and Role of Religion in the
American Jewish Community

Chairman:

2:30 - 3:00
3:00 - 4:00
4:00 - 4:20
4:30 - 6:20

"Judaism and Jewishness in the American Jewish Perception” --
overview by Prof. Henry L. Feingold, Professor of History,
City University of New York :

Discussants:
Rabbi Richard Hirsch, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Executive
Vice-President, Rabbinical Assembly; Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin

Coffee break
General Discussion

(Dinner for speakers and overseas guests, Leonard Davis Institute
and AJC officials)

Tuesday, February 16

Morning Session:

9:10 - 9:15
9:15 - 9:40
9:40 - 10:00

10:00 - 10:20

10:25 - 10:45

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Role of Religiun in The Diaspora

Chairman: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of International

Relations, AJC
1. Overview, Isi Leibler, President of the Asia Pacific Jewish
Association
2. Continental Europe, Prof. Shmuel Trigano

3. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz, Head Rabbi,
Associacao Religiosa Israelita, Rio de Janeiro

4. Russian Jews, Rabbi Eliahu Essas, former Soviet refusenik
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10:45 - 11:00 Interaction among panelists
11:00 - 12:20 Coffee break

11:20 - 12:30 General Discussion

12:45 - 1:45 Luncheon

Afternoon Session: 2:00 - 4:30 p.m.

Role of Religion in Israel

Chairman: Zalman Abramov

2:00 - 2:30 1. "The Jewish Character of the State of Israel", Elyakim
Rubinstein

2:30 - 2:45 Discussant: Ruth Gavison

2:45 - 3:45 Discussion

3:45 - 4:10 2. "Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewish
Society", Prof. Gabriel Sheffer

4:10 - 4:25 ‘Discussant: Moshe Lissak

4:30 - 5:00 Coffee, tea, danish and fruit

Evening Session: 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.

Chair: Elaine Wishner

5:00 - 5:25 1. "Identification of the Main Issues and Groups with Regard to
the Secular-Religious Cleavage", Prof. Shlomo Avineri

5:00 - 5:40 Discussant: Prof. Uzi Ornan

5:40 - 6:00 2. "Thé Status of Women in a Jewish State", Marilyn Safir

6:00 - 6:15 Discussant: Naomi Chazan

6:15 - 7:00 General Discussion

(Dinner at leisure)



Wednesday, February 17
Morning Session: 9:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Strengthening Jewish Unity within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework

Chairman: Dr. George E. Gruen, Director of Israel and Middle
East Affairs, AJC

9:00 - 9:45 1. Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, MK Shulamit
Aloni and Prof. Avner Shaki
9:45 - 10:00 Discussant: Dr. Daniel Tropper, Founder and Director, Gesher
10:00 - 10:20 2. Role of the Media: Perceptions and Misperceptions, Hanna
Zemer
-10:20 - 10:30 Discussant: Judith Elitzur
10:30 - 11:00 - Discussion
11:00 - 11:15 Coffee Break
11:15 - 12:00 3. Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and

Israel, Prof. Charles Liebman, Prof. Avi Ravitzky
12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Discussion

Lunch at leisure

Afternoon Session: 3:30 - 6:15 p.m. at Mishkenot Sha'ananim

Conclusion: Ideas for the Future
\\

What Can We Do Together to Advance Mutual Respect and Solidarity
between Israel and the Diaspora

Chairman: Bertram H. Gold, Executive Vice-President, AJC

3:30 - 3:50 Greetings by Mayor Teddy Kollek

3:50 - 4:10 Avraham Harman, Prospects for the Future
4:10 - 4:30 Hon. Yosef Burg

4:30 - 4:50 Rabbi Chairn Druckman

4:50 - 5:10 Rabbi Pesach Schindler



5:10 - 6:00
6:00 - 6:15
6:30 - 7:15
7:30 - 9:30

General Discussion

Summation

Farewell Cocktail at Mishkenot

Dinner meeting of speakers and overseas guests for informal off-
the-record evaluation of the conference and recommendations
for follow-up.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date

ey
January 7, 1987 URGENT

oo

Marc Tanenbaum

from George Gruen %

subject

ISRAEL OFFICE RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTHORITY RE RELIGION CONFERENCE

I had a lengthy conversation with Yaakov Pnini on the details of
the Forum on Society, State and Religion.As hinted in his memo to
Bert Gold of today's date, there is a real problem of authority.

Pnini does not feel competent to make the necessary decisions and
follow up with the Hebrew University. He requested that I come over
immediately to take charge. I told him that this was impossible
because of my commitments here.

I asked why Bernie Resnikoff could not take charge of this while
Samuels was away (at the_Israel Forum and then in US)? Pnini
replied that Resnikoff to]d'ﬁ?m ‘that he would not touch this conf-
erence unless he received formal direction from Bert Gold or Bill
Trosten.to assume charge of the office. (Between the Times=t~got
the impression that Bernie does: not want to act un]ess and until
Shimon Samuels is formally out. )

I thought that Bernie's presence in Israel during February meant that

he would be available part time at least. Pnini told me that Bernie

indicated that he was staying only to be ,available for meetings. with

_Bert Gold. Pnini said that=in" “Fddition to the rellg10n conference,
“there™is»the-Task Force.sessions as well as the preparations for

moving the office, all to be done in thernext few weeks.

| e e e e

This problem requires immediate action. Please let me know what
is dec1ded to end the present state of chaos.

cc: Bert Go]d
Bill Trosten

LD [ U@ U@ UY
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To: Bert Gold
From: Yaacov Pnini

Janaury 7, 1988

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION FORUM:

Monday January 4, 1988 was the first time that Shimon Samuels had
asked for my help in the administration of this conference.

Yesterday, Wednesday morning, I met with Gaby Shefer and Hannah Thee
at the Davis Institute.

I shall do all I can to help in the success of this conference, but

I am going on recowxd that I cannot take responsibility for the outcome
of any mishandling done to date, some of which I reported by phone

to George Gruan.

As there are many ad hoc decisions to be made, I cannot rely on the Fax
and shall be phoning more frequently. I.shall be relying on Gaby
Sheffer for decisions on program and budgat previously agreed upon,

Q.'er‘"’ .

cc: Bill Trosten L////
Gaorge Gruen
Marc Tanenbaum
Charney Bromberg



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date Jan. 5, 1988
to Shimon Samuels

from Gary Wolf

CRIFREDERED ACPUANSDANS

subject Religion, State, and Society Conference

Sorry for the delay in answering you. George has been on
vacation this past week; he will be back tomorrow. So all
of your queries will get a response within a day or two.

Please re-FAX your FAX to George of Jan.5. A couplé of lines
were illegible.

Please take a look at the program enclosed herein. Also make
sure that Gabi sees it. We need to know the proper titles

of the participants. You will see that I pencilled in a few
already (sorry, but our word processing computer is not
working at the moment). Could you complete it, and send back?

We have been discussing the printing of the final program.

How are printing costs there? What do you think of using a
hard cover sheet with a paragraph or two on AJC and Leonard
Davis? Charney and Marc thought that this might be a good

idea. -

As T mentioned in my FAX to you of Dec. 28, Rabbi Graetz would
like to stay at Mishkenot the nights of Feb. 11-17. Please
confirm, so I can wrap up arrangements with him.

P.S. - Regarding titles: Please include names of institutions
that are represented by the participants, eg. Prof. Yehoshaf
Harkabi,, Director, Leonard Davis Institute, Hebrew Universit
of Jerufalen.

cc: Bert Gold,(Marc Tanenbaum,)Charney Bromberg, George Gruen




TUPTRME T wanr dsrael Office

TNy 9 Erhiapia Straet

251490 = srgsalem 85 149

el 07228852 02 23355)
Cable: Wisheom, Jerusalem

.' The American Jewish
2 Committee

Shimon Semuels
Direglor

December 8, 1987

Dr. Pesach schindler

United Synagogues of America
P.0.Box 7456

Jerusalem

Dear Pesach,

Pursuant to our conversation at the Zionist Conference,
I am delighted to invite you to participate in the concluding
discussion of our international forum in co-sponsorship with the
Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations on
"Society, State and Religion: the Jewish Experience", to be
held on February 15-17, 19868.

Your session will be held in the afternoon and evening
of Wednesday February 17 and is tentatively titled, "Conclusion:
Ideas :for the Future - What We Can Do Together to Strengthen
Jewish Unity Within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework".
The session will be chaired by American Jewish Committee's
President Theodore Ellenoff and your fellow speakers will be
Avraham Harman, Teddy Kollek and Yosef Burg.

I will send you a complete program in due course.

Best regards,
Sincerely, NN 2o

_— 0

Shimon Samuels

cc: Bertram Gold
George Gruen
Marc Tanenbaum .~
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TO: George Gruen

From: Shimon Samuels

" December 24, 1987

&%

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION:

SHUBERT SPERO:

I have gpoken to Speroc. Although, in principle, he would have

accepted our invitation, he will be in the US during the term

- break which ends February 23,and does not yet have his return
flight date.

He says that he will finalize this within 10 days, but agrees
that we cannot count on him, Any other suggestions?

I have sent a draft of the program to Richard Hirsch who, also
in principle, agrees to participate in the round table,

Regards,

cc: Bert Gold
Marc Tanenbaum v/
Bill Trosten
Gary Wolfe
Charney Bromberg.



" Dr. George Gruen

> Mar. 7/
T

* /N ¥ _] The American Jewish
Committee

Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022-2746 « 212 751-4000
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DPRAFT

October 13, 1987

Dear Mr./Mrs.

.

We would like to invite you to participate in an international forum on
"Society, State, and Religion: The Jewish Experience", to be held in

Jerusalem from February 15-17, 1988.

The forum, which is being cosponsored by fhe Leonérd Davis Institute for
International Relations of the Hebrew University and the International
Relations Department of the American Jewish Committee, will be attended
by noted Jewish scholars, persons active in Jewish communal life in

Israel and the Diaspora, and prominent Israeli political and religious

-representatives. The conference is to be opened by the President of the

State, Mr. Chaim Herzog. (A general outline of the program is

attached.)

One of the strengths of the .'J.ewish people in the face of oppression and
assimilation has been the ability to adapt to changing conditions while

preserving ancient values and traditions. Evolution has continued to

- the present-day; contemporary Jewry contains within it a broad spectfum

of movements, cultures, and lifestyles. Although various groups
interpret the faith in different ways, they have generally sought to

maintain solidarity and unity of spirit.



i

The state of Israel has been charged with a formidable task: creating at
the same time a Béwish state and a modern, pluralistic democracy. Over
the years, unity has been maintained while competihg groups have
attempted to mpld the character of the state. In recent years, however,
the delicately balanced‘process has been disturbed. Burnt iorah scrolls
and vandalized bus stations are grim reminders that some have lost sight
of "Ahavat Yisrael", preferring violence over a peaceful continuation pf

the process of self-definition.

It is because of our concern over the increasing signs of polarization
that we havelorganized the present forum. Our objectives are to explore
ways to increase mutual understanding and to foster a spirit of
toléranéé and respect among the'diverse elements of contemporary
Judaism. Participants, expressing their own personal experience and
beliefs, will be presenfing varied (and often conflicting).points of
view. The discussions may become heated, at times, but we are confident

that the rules of civility and propriety will be maintained.

In addition to the major speakers, there will be a "second circle"
of other concerned scholars, and religious and communal leaders who we
hope will take an active part in discussions generated by the presenta-
tions. Our "third circle" will consist of an invited audience of
educators, colﬁmnists and others actively concerned with state-religion
and Israel-Diaspora issues. We would be pleased if you could be
present, making your own unique contribution to the understanding of

society, state, and religion in Jewish life.

6333-IRD-2:AR




An Internationél Forum on
SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE

Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988

Cosponsored by:.
The International Relatlons Department The Leonard David Institute

The American Jewish Committee for International Relations
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Preliminary List of Sessions, Topics and Principal Invited Speakers

Monday, February 15
Morning Session:

Opening Statement: President Chaim Herzog

Place, Role and Status of Religion in Contemporary Judaism

1. "On Interaction of Nationalism and Religion" Zvi Werblovsky

2. "Plurélistlc Elements in Jewish Tradition," Michael Fishbane

Afternoon Session:

Place and Role of Religion in the

American Jewish Community

"Judaism and Jewishness in the American Jewish Perception" -- A historical
overview by Henry L. Feingold ‘

Round Table Discussion: Rabbi Norman Lémm,’ Rabbi Alexander Schindler,
Rabbi Harold Schulweis, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman.



Tuesday, February 16
Morning Session:

Role of Religion in The Commonwealth,

Western Europe, Latin America

and Amongrﬁussian Jews

1. Continental Europe, Dr. Ady Steg
2. English-speaking Jewish communities, Isi Liebler.
3. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Craetz

4, Russian Jews, Rabbi Eliahu Essas

Afternoon and Evening Session:

Role of Religion in Israel

1. Tolerance and other Values of Israeli Democracy, Adin Steinsaltz

2. Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewish Society,
Gabi Sheffer

3. On the Role of Women in Religion in Israel, Marilyn Seffer

4, Identification of the Main Issues and Croups with Regard to the
Secul ar-Religious Cleavage, Shlomo Avineri

Wednesday, February 17

Morning Session:

Strengthening Diaspora and Israeli Pluralism and Democracy

1. Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, Zvulun Hammer,
Amnon Rubinstein '

2. Role of Media, Hanna Zemer

3. Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and Israel,
Daniel Elazar, Charles Liebman



Afternoon and Evening Session: |

Conclusion: Ideas for the Future

What We Can Do Together to Strengthen Jewish Unity

Within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework

Chairman: Theodore Ellenoff
Prime Minister fitz_hak Shamir
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres
Yosef Burg
Avraham Harman
Teddy Kollek
Rabbi Yitzhak Peretz (Shas)

Summation: Stuart Eizenstat

6446-(IRD-1)
10/13/87: AR
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To: George Gruen

From: Shimon Samuels

Septéember 29, 1987

Reiigibn, State, Society conference:

1. I spoke with Gaby Shefer today. He expressed very firm objection to

6.

excluding journalists. First, this would mean that there would be
no "third circle” or audience for wide effect; second, ads would
be going into the press; third, invitations once sent out cannot
be controlled and, inevitably, journalists will turn up. Gaby ;
requests an immediate response on this point, otherwise, he claimsg,

it will be impossible to hold the conference on the date decided
upon.

Gaby feels that the word “SYmposaum“ has the connotation of a strict
presentation of papers, ie no room for an exchange of views. He would
prefer the term 'Internatidnal Forum' if "dialogue” is not acceptable.

Justice Menachem Elon cannot participate. The alternative is Professor
Barak, presently in Harvard where he will remain until the end of
October. Gaby reguests that you make direct contact. with him there.‘

Elihu Katz will be away: we are thus turning to first alternative.
Hannah Zemer, _

Gaby will make the invitations to Charles Liebman, Iamar Schorch and/ or
Rabbi Rackman.

Gaby requests an exact figure of how many individuals we will bé BrinQi
from the U.S. and/or Europe in order to confirm with Mishkenot.

Please advise.

cc: Bert Gold
_Egrc Tanenbaum

88/ m1/9:29



et - 1. BV

To: George Gruen cc1 Bert Gold,(Marc Tanenbaum,) Gary Rubin, Sam Rabino
From: Shimon Samuels ; o

September 29, 1987

Constitution for thawState of Israel:

You will recall that our officers met in March with Prof. Uriel Reichman,
Nnran of Tel Aviv Law Faculty, and his team that was then writing a draft
constitution, This project Kas now. hit the heudlluub, especidlly following
Presidant Harzog 8 reference to it in hlu Nuw Year's brnadaaat

'Reichman has appointed a young polxtical scientist, Jacob Schreiber, formerly
of New York, to.launch the projectiin the U.S. A New York office of "The
Fund for Israeli Democracy" is currently seeking tax deductable status.

The projeet has received free advertizing in Maariv, Haaretz and/péﬁzzggﬁhh“
on Tel Aviv bus.lines.

30 mayors bave signed a statement urging the Knesset to support/a constitutior

Prof. Reichman will be in L.A. from Sgpt 25- Oct 5 and in N.Y, frodmﬂﬁﬁmgf;.
‘I would appreciate you organizing a meeting for him with those who might be

most interested in the project. I believe that this draft constitution might
be a most suitable instrument for the work of the Chapter Task Force on Isra

- American Jewish Relations.

Reichman is seaking office space 1n N.Y. Might this be of interest to us to
adopt the project by housing it in our building?

Please advise by return fax.

Best regarda;_ - (PS8 Eécbiii Egii19cgaana)copy of the draffconstitution. If n

o _ *% TOTAL "PAGE.B2 *x
89-29-87 TUE B8:17:26 G3 LRI R R R NO.@B2
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& de WM WAL WML

|Dacember 3, 1987

. | RELIGION, STATE AND SOCIETY SYMPOSIUM:

Rabbi Lamm had in any case pre-booked his reservation at Mishkenot
before his involvement with our conference. Thus to shift him to

Bﬁit Maiaradorf woamld seem inapprnpriate. Marenvar. wrmld i¥ ha
fitling o dwvlabe Ralll Holuwau wu lils wwa -L Ralossdurfl if wuy,

xoom is available, just let us know.

Harkabi, as I asaid in my fax of December 2, will participate in the ..
first session.

Unfortunately, protocol wiae it would not be acceptable to begin
the program before Herzog's opening statement. That is the position
of the President's house. Indeed, this does create problems for the
morning session., Any proposals?

. Kirschenbaum would go in Wednesday morning session with Rubinstein.,

I repeat that Steinsaltz is being invited as a diacuasunt.
Please change your program accordingly.

Regards,

GCt Ceorge crucn
Bill Trosten V&
Marc Tanenbaum
Charney Bromberg

DICTATED BUT NOT READ.

88/ml/12:3



VIA FAX

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date November 30, 1987

to Shimon Samuels

from George Gruen w

subject Religion, State and Society Forum

In response to your memo of November 26, I spoke to Marc and
he agrees to Zalman Abramov's suggestlon to invite Pesach Schindler
to participate in the closing session.

Re: the problem of Kashrut at Mishkenot Sha'ananim, Marc has
asked to underscore that we must be scrupulously careful that all food
served during the forum and at any receptions given by us be strictly
Kﬁsher. Charney Bromberg adds that NJCRAC was also very, careful about
this. :

Marc suggests that Yaacov Pnini should be able to be helpful to
you in checking out the Kashrut arrangements. I don't quite understand
your statement that Mishkenot 'does not prepare food on the premises for
the reception. They use only prepared foods.'" Does this mean they have
an outside caterer who provides his own dishes? If so, is the caterer
under Rabbinic supervision? What kind of arrangements do they have for
breakfast at Mishkenot, since we will have Rabbi Lamm, Rabbl Kelman and
others who keep Kosher? <

Since we seek to foster tolerance and mutual respect, we should not
let ourselves be open to the charge of insensitivity to'the requirements
of Orthodox and Conservative participants.

I thought Golda Meir put it well when she was asked many years ago
why she advocated having Kosher facilities at Histadrut enterprises when
separate dairy and meat facilities seemed an unnecessary expense and the
majority of the workers were-not religious. Golda replied that she did
not want workers to be together only on the assembly line but also to

socialize. A Kosher kitchen was the answer, she said, ''since my Orthodox

colleague can't eat treif and it does not ‘violate my Socialist Shulhan
Aruch to eat Kosher."

GG:mr

cC

Charney Bromberg - Bert Gold - Bill Trosten —@- Gary Wolf -

Zalman Abramov - Mordechai Gazit

UIMDIUURIJOLAIDAES
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Zalman Abramov,
mo=6§§§E§§:§§§Ln cc: Charney Bromb?ﬁg‘_gg;;_ggggi}norﬁechai Gazit,

Bill Trosten,(Marc Tanenbaum) Gary Wolf.
From: Shimon Samuels

November 26,1987

&>

RELIGION, STATE AND SOCIETY FORUM:

In discussion .with)the Leonard Davis Institute, we have agreed that
Daniel Elazar, Tel Aviv's Sephardic Chief Rabbi and Adin Steinsalz !
wlill be included in the list of the Inner Circle.

Zvi Zohar will be invited to act as the discussant following
Michael Fishbain, .

Charles Liebman will be invited to act as co=gspeaker together
with Shlomo Riskin on Wednesday merning. :

‘Inform Rabbi Graetz that his presentation should be no:more
than 15 minutes, !

I repeat my previous note that Triganc has agredd to appear in !
the session "Role of Religion,in'EEd‘biaspora“. Zvi Werblowsky has |
also agreed.

Whom are you inviting for the summation in place of Stu Eisenstat?

Zalman Abramov has made the following propbsale:

He would have liked to have had a confronation on "Hndsachieve and
maintain Jewish unity in Israel and the Diaaspora" between
representatives of the Orthodox, Conservative, Reform and secular
.Judaism. Leonard Davis Institute feels that this would be teco

. blatant, and, in any case, should be .served by the closing session.
Therefore, Zalman has requested adding a Conservative rabbi to

the concluding session. We have suggested Pesach Schindler.

Zalman has accepted the chairmanship of the Wednesday afterncon
session on "Role of Religion in Israel"”, He requests adding

to Eliakim Rubinstein's section on "The Jewish Character of the
State of Israel", either Ephraim Urbach or Natan Rotenstreich or
Prof. Kirschenbaum of the Tel Aviv University Law Faculty.

Amnon Rubinstein cannot make it for the Wedneiday morning session.
with Zevulun Hammer. Zalman suggested Rabbi Richard Hirsh in
order to offset the discussion, to replace Rubinstein.

These proposals are being considered by Leonard Davie Inst., and .
I would appreciate your imput. '

Best regards,

PS: Davis Institute has the following answers to questions raised on
your fax of November 25: ; , :
Length of presentations no longer than 20-25 minutes. Where there are
panel discussions, 15 minutes. The program is heavy and time is nieeded
for public questions and discussion. !
Mishkenot Sha'ananim - does not have a teudah. It xdoes not preparh £oo:
on the prémises., For the reception they use only prepared f£oods. ileas:
let us know if we still wish to use these facilities. T

g
i
|

** TOTAL PAGE.@1 %X



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

U B2JOLAADREE

date December 1, 1987

to Shimon Samuels
lroi‘n George E. Greun g
subject Religion, State and Society Forum

In response to the remaining queries in your November 26th memo:
Bert Gold, David Singer and I feel that Professor Kirschenbaum of the
Tel Aviv University law faculty would be an excellent choice to complement
Eliakim Rubenstein. As you know, he has written a major study on the prin-
ciple of dina demalchuta dina. I hope he will discuss the extent to which
the obligation to obey secular government applies also when the ruling power
happens to be Jewish and not Gentile.

Your memo speaks about Zalman chairing the Wednesday afternmoon session
on the role of religion in Israel. You obviously mean Tuesday. You will
notice from our revised schedule that we also have listed Adin Steinsaltz
speaking on "Tolerance and Other Values of Israeli Democracy'' at that session.
I have a feeling that this should probably go after the presentation by
Rubenstein and Kirschenbaum but I'1l leave that for you and Gabi Sheffer to
decide.

Professor Eugene Borowitz is unable to attend. We are going to ask
Gunther Plaut from Toronto if he can make it. Professor Michael Meyer from
HUC in Cincinatti has been suggested. Do you or Gabi or Zalman have any .
other suggestions. Please let me know by return fax. I do not see David i
Hartman on the program. Is he coming and will he be a speaker or respondent? ' ;

cc: Zalman Abramov
Charney Bromberg
Bert Gold
Mordechai Gazit
Bill Trosten
Marc Tanenbaum !
Gary Wolf '

P.S. - What is Aharon Kirschenbaum' s-title" Please furmish us with titles and
brief biographical information on the other speakers and discussants as soon:
as you have a chance. We should begin to prepare a more formal looking prog-
gram. in the next couple of weeks.

'.7‘-.' O
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November 16, 1987

Professor Alice Shalvi
11 Brachyahu Street
Beit HaKerem
Jerusalem

Dear Professor Shalvi}

As per my discussion with your husband and our conversatxon
at the AACI convention dinner, I am happy to inform you
that we are organizing an international forum in cooperation
with the Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations,
on "Religion, State and Society: 'The ‘Jewish. Experience",
to be held in Jerusalem on February 15-17, 1987. The
conference will be opened by President Chaim Herzog and
papers will be presented by scholars from both Israel and
abroad.

I would greatly appreciate your agreeing to participate
as a discussant in the afternoon and evening session of
fuesday, February 16, on "The Role of Religion in Israel".
This will be divided into three sections:
1. The Jewish Character of the State of Israel (Elyakim Rublnst91n)
2. Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages Within
the Jew1sh society (Gaby Shefer, Marilyn Safir)
3. The Main Issues and Groups with Regard to the Secular-
Religious Cleavage (Shlomo Avineri). '

We hope that you would act as dlscussant for the papers
in section 2.

I will be sending you the complete program in due course
and look forward to your response as soon as possible.

Fany thanks.
Sincerely yours,

Shimon Samuels

cc: Bert Gold
Marc Tanenbaum _

55/ml/11:9
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November 16, 1987

Mr. Danny Tropper
Gesher

Rehov Havatzelet 9
Jerusalem

Dear Danny,

As per my -discussion with you, I am happy to inform
you that we are organizing an international forum in co-
operation with the Leonard Davis Institute for International
Relations, on "Religion, State and Society: the Jewish
Experience", to be held in Jerusalem on February 15 -17, 1967.
The conference will be opened by President Chaim Herzog
and papers will be presented by scholars from both Israel
and abroad.

I would greatly appreciate your agreeing to participate
as a discussant in the morning session of Wednesday, February 17
on "Strengthening Diaspora and Israeli Pluralism and Democracy".
'This will be divided into three sections:

1. Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, (Zevulun
Hammer and Amnon Rubinstein)

2. Role of Media (Hannah Zemer)

3. Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora
and Israel, (Shlomo Riskin).

We would wish you to act as discussant for section 1.

I will be sending you the complete program in due course
and look forward to your response as soon as possible.

Many thanks,

Sincerely yours,
= - = Q1

/// Shimon Samuels

cc: Bert Gol e
‘::i‘:i;£§ggnb&ﬁm

Ss/mlz11:10
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—_— Rerax  t nvev

To: Gary Wolfe
From; Shimon Samuels

November 10, 1987, ,

SOCIETY, STATE ANN BRLTGTAN SYMPNSTIIM-

In response to your fax of November 9 -

We have paguested the 11 =ssms at Mishhenst, Theugh thewe is na
real deadline for reservations at Malersdorf, please advise us of
any additional roomo there a.s.a.p.

-~ Most of the Israeli invitees are Jerusalemites. Thus the Davis Institute
/ and I feel that it would be impractical to arrange accomodation for

them. We will do so only for Marilyn Safir who is coming down from
Haifa,

enerally Arays at rha sing vavid. 1 ¥il1l nhArck inte

= Attached is my -letter of invitation to President Herzog. I hope Marc

nr Gearae will have the nnnartinity tn A1amias tha sonferance with
Herzog at one uf his appearances in N,¥. Most wf vur luvlilalluas

hava been by telephone with follow up letter of eonfirmation. de
notermy fax: to@ October 18 that was sent to George.
]
= Aaron Lichtenatein doee not represent Agudah. We are now discussing
the following names: MK Avraham Shapira or (if you prefer to sover the
eosd of umuuaausm final soosion) Robbi Yitohak
ho latter, of course, would attxaat a'great deal mowe attention.
¥ Lollavs Lhal AL would Le camlss Lo leavs sul.a yepyassntative of
nd think. that the final panel should include MX Haim

1 2 Hanan Buzel (2 asswsm Lhal lu yvus Faa wE Huv 9. yuus

reference to Yehoshua Porat really meant Hgnan Porat?). W.i«x

R T — gb\twtf"
= 2 ik Lhal'yuusr suyyesllun of lo supwal cinl we casw

trying to reach him through Rabbanit Hadass Ralbag of Hadassah.and

wiil keep you infoxrmed. him together with Blyahiw Rublnsteln
in the session on "Values and Attitudes of Tolexance®) or. if Shlome
Riskin is unavailable, on the session entitled, "Mutual Impact on
Developments in the Diaspora and Israel”.

gas

11-12-87 TH 81:35:55 G3 ke NO.@1
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cqxrent standing of our invitees:

E I
President Herzog + - nn YES ~ \0 -~ &¥"™ ‘
Zvi Werblowkey = awaiting ¥E@Bponse— !

Ipi Loiblor YRR
Eljshu Essas YES
Eli Rubinstein . Response expected tomorrow -
Caby Sheffer YES
Marilyn Safir YES
Chlemc Avinori YES

Zevulun Hammer 1
Amnon Rubenstein
Elihu Katz NO

Alternative Hannah Zemer awaiting response, otherwise suggest
turning to Yehudit Elitzur.-

Awalting response

Avraham Harman YES
Yosef Burg YES
Teddy Kollek

Avraham Shapiro/

Yitzhak Perots - waiting your thoughts.

Regarding the second cir¢le, we are thinking of inviting a list of
up to 25 names to attend throughout, but request groups of 4-5

to be present at specific sessions to ensure a continued "2nd circle”
presence throughout. I am meeting with Gaby Bheffer on the morning of
Sunday the 15th on this idea and will keep you informed.

ﬁast taga:da.

ccs George Gruen, Marc Tanenbaum, Bert GOld, Bill Trosten.

Dictated but not read.

q

. ** TOTAL PAGE.@2 *x
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'ME AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date December 8, 1987

VAP UR A OUIDELS

to Shimon Samuels
from George E. Gruen /g{ & ,%/
subject Religion, State and Society Forum

We urgently need a Reform Representative for the Monday afternoon
round table on the place and role of religion in the American Jewish
community. Marc and I agree that the best available candidate would be
Rabbi Eugene Lipman, who is the current president of the Central Conference
of American Rabbis. He is currently attending the World Zionist Congress
and is staying at St. Andrews Hospice in Jerusalem. The number there is
717-701. Please contact him immediately and urge him to attend. Several
rabbis we have tried are unable to make it because the CCAR will be having
their conference in Jerusalem two weeks later at the end of February or
beginning of March. Since Rabbi Lipman is retired he may be willing to
spend additional time in Jerusalem.

Please let me know his answer as quickly as possible.

Uri Regev is an Israeli Reform Jew who has been highly recommended
to participate in the conference to be among the participants or '"second
circle'" invited guests on the sessions dealing with the "Role of Religion
in Israel," and '"'Strengthening Diaspora and Israeli Pluralism and Democracy.'
He was ordained in Israel last year (I presume by HUC) and is now Assistant
Dean of the Jerusalem College. '

For your own information the persons who have said no to us so far
are Alex Schindler, Eugene Borowitz, Gunther Plaut and Professor Michael
Meyer. If we cannot get Rabbi Lipman, what do you think of using Rabbi
Richard Hirsch? I know he is very actively involved in the Reform Movement's
efforts in Israel and we naturally expected him to participate in those dis-
cussions. Would he come across well as a representative of the American
Jewish commmity and how would he fit in with Lamm and Kelman? You might want to
sound out Zalman Abramov, Gabi Sheffer and others on this. -

Professor Arthur Hyman, Professor of Jewish Philosophy at Yeshiva

~University and at Columbia University will be on sabbatical at the Hebrew

University starting on February 10 as part of the §iwe' _hhehwd dih.
I have taken the liberty of inviting him to participate in the sessions of
the conference. Please let me know whether you would consider him first,
second or third circle.

GEG:hb

P.S. I just received Fati Harkabi's manuscript and look forward to reading it.

cc: Bert Gold, Marc Tanenbaum, Charney Bromberg, Gary Wolf, Zalman Abramov
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Dr. George Gruen
Sept. 1, 1987

To Bert Gold

I would appreciate your looking over the
revised outline and list of speakers sent me by
Gabi Sheffer and making any changes before you
leave for France and Israel

Where would you put Rabb1 Norman Lamm? I could
see him either on Monday afeternoon under ''Place and .
Role of Religion in'the U.S." or Wednesday
morning on "'Strengthening Diaspora and [sraeli
Pléfralism and Democracy.' :

Will Charles Liebman be happy being only a
respondent?

Do you think Dr. Ady Steg can give an overview
of Western Europe as well as France or is Nicole
Goldman, whom 1 do not know personally, but who is
executive director of the European Council of Jewish
Commmities, better qualifiga?g Should both be
J.n,\rl.ted‘JP ;

There is no one from Great Britain on Shefer's
list. I agree with Shimon Samuels that we should in-
vite Isi Leibler of Australia. He was on my original
list. ~

I amJtééhnically still on vacation till after
Labor Day. Please give me a call at home 663-5829
if T am not in the office when you read this, or
dictate a note for me with your comments.

Have a good and enjoyable trip.

P.S. You have an appointment with Gaby Sheffer at
the King David on Sept. 14 at 8:30 AM. Should I
4hold off sending out invitations till after you

Y meet with him? ;
The American Jewish o
Y | A |Committee
Institute of Human Relauons 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022-2746 « 212 751-4000

/‘hn:. T&b@qiqu»ﬂ .
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM &

THE LRONARD DAVIS INSTITUTE
POR INTPANATIONAL RELATIONS

oYDIkoM oomY naon
DM TINRY wey

August 26, 1987
Dr. George Gruen

American Jewish Committee
165 E, 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear George,

I received your letter on the last day of my stay in the U.S. and
tried calling you, but you had already left for yowr vacation. I an
therefore address myself lmmediately now, upon my return home, to

finalizing the draft for the program of our joint conference, as time
is drawing very near.

I worked from your draft, and sorted out a bit here and there, so that
we have a clearer picture of the proposed conference. I believe there
is now a fair distribution of participants from the U.S., Europe and
Israel. As we mentioned, each session should not have more than three
major papers; you will note that there is an exception - we will have
to make the afternoon sessions run into an evening session, to include
all the paterial we would like to discuss. The papers should not be

lengthy, a8 we do want to have comments from the 'second' and "third'
circles as well., -

The proposed names of the speakers are the first choice in the
various topics. If any of these decline we will turn to the next on
the list in your draft.

Please look this over; and answer immediately, if you have any
comments or questions, so that we may proceed with the many
arrangements necessary. Rooms have already been ordered at the Beit
Maeirsdorf Faculty Club, as well as in Mlshkenot Shaananim. We will of

course have to know how many, how many doubles or singles, and also
for how long. .

Awalting your reply.
With best regards,

Sincerely,
GeS
Gabl fer

Trumsn Bullding, Mount Scopus, Jetusslem, $1 903 BYHYETY .DWWN WA 8T 123
Telex 26438 Cables: Scopus Jerusalem, Tel. 810014 882312

0a/Y
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM?

THR LEONARD DAVIS INSTITUTE
FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

oM ooy noan
OYIYT TINIKRY wey
International Conference on
SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXFERIENCE
Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988
Preliminary List of Sessions, Topics and Principal Speakers

Monday, February 15
Morning Session:
Place, Role and Status of Religion in the Modern World
1. The Christian World, Peter Berger
2. The Islamic World, Bernard Lewis
3. The Jewish World, Zvi Werblovsky

Afterncon and Evening Session:

Place, Role Status Religion in tem J sm
1. Interaction of Nationalism and Religion, Avi Ravitaky
2, Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition, Michael Fiahbane

3. Place and Role of Religion in the U. S., Rabbl Alexander Schindler,
Martin Peretz, Leonard Fein

Tuesday, February 16
Morning Session: -
Role of Religion in Western Europe, latin America

and Among Russian Jews
1. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Grastz

2. Europe, Dr. Ady St.éig
3. Russian Jews, Rabbl Eliahu Essas

Afternoon and Evening Session:
Role of Religion in Iamel
1. Foundations and Values of Israeli Democracy, Justice Menachem Elon

2. Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewlsh Soclety,
Gabl Sheffer

Treman Buildiog, Mount Scopus, Jerusslem, 91 903 DWWV DN W 1OVD a3 -
Telex 26438 Cableg: Scopus Jerusslem, Tel. 820014 882312

iuu/&:



..........

3. Identification of the Main Iaauea and Groupa with Regard to the
Secular-Religious Claavaga, Shlomo Avineri
4. ldentification and Means of St.rst_a_gie_a for Chan.ga, Zvulun Hammer

Wednesday, Felwuary 17

Morning Session: . .
Strengthening Diaspora and Israell Plgr_Llian'and Democracy

1. Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and Israel,
Daniel Elazar >

2. Role of Government and Private Groupa, Amnon Rubinstein

3. Role of Media, Elihu Katz

Afternoon and Evening Session: Y
Conclusion: Ideas for the Future
What We Can Do Together to Strengthen Jewieh Unity Within a

Democratic, Pluralistic Framework
Chairman: Theodore Ellenoff

Avrgham Harman
Chaim Herzog
Teddy Kollek
Sol Linowitz

Summation: Stuart Eisenstadt



" /

To: George Gruen
P
From: Shimon Samuelsg

August 31, 1987

Here follows a letter and response to your proposal on the February
conference from Gaby Shefer. Please inform Bert Gold that I have
set up a meeting for him with Shefer on Monday, September 14 at

the King David Hotel at 8:30 a.m. to discuss the conference.

Also please note that Norman Lamm will be staying at Mishkenot
Shaananim for the nonth of February. Perhaps you might wish to
approach him directly. Also, I am mailling you a 15-page essay

by Isi lLeibler (President of the Asia-Pacific Region of the World
Jewish Congress and former President of the Executive Council

of Australian Jewry), entitled, 'Rabbis: The Dangers of Zealotry'.
Isi is also a major share holder of Jet Set Travel and of Air

New Zealand. He 1s a personal friend and, when you have read

his essay, you might consider him an appropriate speaker., I have
been trying to bring him closer to AJC and this might be the

best occasion to do so. He would most certainly come at his own
cost if invited.

Please advise,

Best regards,

cc: Bert Gold
Marc Tanenbaum %

SS/ml/8:34
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

THE LRONARD DAVIS INSTITUTE
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FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
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‘ August 26, 1987
Dr. George Gruen

American Jewlsh Committee
165 E, 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear George,

I received your letter on the last day of my stay in the U.S. and
tried calling you, but you had already left for your vacation. I am
therefore addressing myself immediately now, upon my return home, to
finalizing the draft for the program of our joint conference, as time
ia drawlng very near.

I worked from your draft, and sorted out a bit here and there, so that
we have a clearer picture of the proposed conference. I believe there
is now a fair dietribution of participants from the U.S., Europe and
Israel. As we mentioned, each session should not have mare than three
major papers; you will note tha re is an exception - we will have
to make the afternoon sessions run into an

all the material we would like to discuss. The papers should not be
lengthy, as we do want to have comments from the

circles as well.

:

The proposed names of ths speakers are the first cholce in
various topics. If any of these decline we will turn to the next
the list in your draft.

Please lock this over, and answer immediately, if you have
commenta or questions, so that we may
arrangements necessary. Rooms have already been ordered t
Maeirsdorf Faculty Club, as well as in Mishkenot Shasnanim, We will of
course have to know how many, how many double o
for how long. -

Awalting your reply.
With best regards,

8
;
B
3

Sincerely,
GiS
Cabi Sh@ffer

DLvOar o Muw -

LAy L

Trumsa Buildiog, Mount Scoput, Jerusalem, 91 903 BYYPTY .oewn Wi 181D 193
Telex 26438 Cables: Scopur Jerusslem, Tel. 820014 882312
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

THE LRONARD DAVIS INSTITUTE

oo oomY noon
FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

OYIIYT TINKRY wey
International Conference on
SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE
Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988
Preliminary List of Sessions, Topics and Principal Speakers

Monday, February 15
Morning Sesslion:
lace le Status Religion in Modern World
1. The Christian World, Peter Berger
2. The Islamic World, Bernard Lewis
3. The Jewish World, Zvi Werblovsky

Afterncon and Evening Seasion:
Place, Role Status on Ji
1. Interaction of Nationalism and Religlon, Avi Ravitzky
2. Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition, Michael Fiahbane

3. Place and Role of Religion in the U.S., Rabbl Alexander Schindler,
Martin Faretz, Leonard Fein

Tuesday, February 16
Morning Sessicn:
Role Re in Western La Aserica
and Rusa J
1. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz
2. Burops, Dr. Ady Steig
3. Russian Jews, Rabbl Elishu Essas

Aftermoon and Evening Session:
Role of Re]_.lg;on in Israel
1, Foundations and Values of Iarmeli Democracy, Justice Menachem Elon

2. Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewlsh Society,
Cabi Sheffer

Teumas Buildiog, Mount Scopus, Jerumalem, 91 903 B¥YE Y .opwn "m Jove pas -
Telex 26438 Cables: Scopus Jetusslem, Tel. 820014 882312

0nn/%



3. Identification of the Main Issues and Croups with Regard to the

Secular-Religicus Cleavage, Shlomo Avineri
4+ ldentification and Means of Strategies for Change, Zvulun Hammer

Wedneaday, Pebruary 17

Morning Session:
Strengthening Diaspora and Israeli Pluralism and Democracy

1. Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and Israel,
Daniel Elazar

2. Role of Government and Privates Groups, Amnon Rubinstein

3. Role of Media, Elihu Katz

Afternoon and Evening Session:

Chairuan: Theodore Ellenoff
Avrgham Harman
Chaim Herzog
Teddy Kollek
Sol Linowitz

Summation: Stuart Eisenstadt
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_To ] Géorge Gruen
" From : Shimon Samuels

June 11, 1987 ' <

'SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION' Conference :

I saw Gabi Sheffer yesterday and he is waiting for a response to
his letter to you of April 28, Please provide, after consultation
with Marc, a date and list of invitees from the consolidated

list that I put together.

Best regards,
cc Marc Tanenbaum

S5S/ml/6:25



VIA FAX
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
date June 11, 1987
to Shimon Samuels
from George Gruen

‘subject Conference on Society, State and Religion

After cbnsultatiﬁn with my colleagues, the date we have agreed

upon is in the week begimning Sunday, February 14th. Bert Gold believes

that it would be best to start on Monday morning, February 15th to enable
those leaving the U.S. on Saturday night to be refreshed.

As for the list of invitees, I am still awaiting your annotated
comments on the Europeans that you included in the list. I would also
appreciate your getting together with Gabi and providing us with sug-
gested presentors for the different sessions, as well as with your
combined recommendations as to the Israeli participants.

GG:mr
e,
ert Gold
v M.H. Tanenbaum

Dictated But Not Read
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EHE : ) ’
rHE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
to
from

subjecl

\//:cc Marc Tanenbaum

ko

September 22, 1987
SHIMON SAMUELS
GEORGE GRUEN

Society, State and Religion conference

| P! have conf1rmed participation by Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm and
Professor Michael Fishbane. Marc Tanenbaum is contacting Rabbi
Harold Schulweis, as the Conservativg viewpoint,on US Jewry panel.

2. We prefer to use the title "An International Symposium"
(Dialogue recalls the AJCongress anrual dialogues, and Conference
is more formal than the 1nter;hange of ideas we have in mind.)

3. With the exception of the Opening and closing Sessibns. we do not
want the press at the sessions. This will assure a more frank and
honest and hopefully more productive discussion. The papers and

an edited summary (or transcript of the d1scuss1on can be made available
later, if we so decide.

4. All the participants are speaking as individuals and not as:!
organizational representatives. Rabbi Lamm, for example, wants to be
identified as Jacob Michael Professor of . . . at Yeshiva and

not as the President of Yeshiva Univers1ty

5. We ask you to hold the maximum amount of space at M:shenotunt11

we know how many persons are coming and who will be bringing along

a spouse. Obviously we will want all the rooms starting Sunday February
14. Some people may want to come on Friday February 12. Many will want
to stay a few days after the conference. When we spoke we said that we
would offer a week in Israel (in lieu of an honorarium.)

6. Please check with Gaby Sheffer if they have any special arrangements
with travel agents and or E1 Al. Also is there a minimum stay requirement
for special airfare? On TV the Israel tourist bureau offers an $8 a night
package. We will try to inquire on this end as well.

: . : J
Best wishes to all at the Israel Office for a :]RIC 'jf"")")‘” A {}1‘)

Bert Gold

LAETT [P LARS of @ LAE G GA1
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Internationa’ Conference on

S6CIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE

,%,,JM | Jerusalem February 15- 17 1987
-10:45 1, Place ,Role amd Status of Rellglon in the World Fodey
Enndamnnknixxt

2. Rellglous responses to the challenges of modernization, seculariza-

tion and the nation-state, FHHEENEREEIXEEXXX (Fundamentalism, liberation-

theolo§y: privatization of religion;jeligio-ethnic and national movements.)

Christian eter Berger
world Robert Bellah

A. James Reichley, (Brookings)
$slamic World Bernard Lewisk

Jewish World zﬁ/ #erbloVsky

discussion , coffee break

111 I11. Place, Role and Status of Religiom in Moderm Jewish Life

Nationalism and Religion in Judaism

= z ky ( Eliezer Don Yihye /Bar I3an)
Pl uralistic Elements in Jewish Traditén Rabbi Amital (Etzion Yest

Michael Fishbane, Brandeis { Ahovon (o ifenstac- Uyrleck,

Reuven Klmmelman Braddesi ey ol

discussion (Ehud Sprlnzak Janet Aviad)

3-6:30 III Role of Religion in Diashora Sccieties

A panel discussion

Role of religion in the United States ‘“_—_—“““ﬁmq:—
[4,nﬁii,&£uﬂdhél rLE&iag—K*i&ﬁa&;(E;;;;; Borowitz

- beactd—Etgem—"'Chosen People in America”
7 Martin P

1Lzhak Greenbe rg

Role of Rellglon in Western Europe, Latin America, Engl:sh speaking
countries, ’among Russian Jews?)

Nicole Goldman ,(exec. director European Council of Jewish commun.)

——

Tullia Zevi , Ady Steig, Sam Toledano, - Kal,, S hasbeog
Pp—— —_—
KM Rabbi Roberte Graetz (Buenos Aeres)
' ‘ ,&__&b?l- Harzbterg (ﬁ“ M/
;ﬁa“bg : Israel Klabin (Rio) A 8 -
Eliaku Essas (Soviet Jewry) Zvi Gittelman ‘Jpﬁazaé

Sir Ema?uel'Jak?bovits- Dr. Barry Kcsmin ( dfﬂgag% Eh?% > AW WY
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Tues_ggz

11 1V. _B_Q_l":ﬁi/_f}i’: ;g.i_f.l.n.di-n-%s-rae%ﬂ_ﬂ\.\

. Demgcratic foundations ‘and Values

.-/// g

G-

b

D. Wﬂ}&w and .

cbﬂh 2. Political,Social Cultural_ Cleavages within the Jeiwh Sector

Shlome Avineri

Gaby Sheffer e
discussion <

1Y lS'l Panel discussion focussing on
A, Identification of Main Issues and Grumps with Regard to the

" Secular-Religious Cleavage ' S

and \

B. ldentification and discussion of Strategies for Change

. @W@expert on the Haredt&m)‘//;)

- Moshe Lissak {HebrewU.) or Yohanan Peres /Tel Aviv) C(RL£19
Alice Shalvi Leah Shaktiel ‘

Hareven Van Lee ‘Adin Steinsaltz™

. Daniel Tropper someone from Project Democracy

_ : Pemocracy and Pluralism
360 léfga V.Streng‘?heningDiaspora and Israeli Riwxatizm '

Daniel Elazar ch%mm

2, Rolé of Government and Private groups
Stuart EipcsssaEt

&)3. Role of the Media
Elihu Kazx Katz) Hanna Zerer,

eev! Chefetz :

_
i homa Frledma r

,/Eliahu Salpeter

6:30 reception Ygrxxmmpgrhanimgx 'What We Can Do Together to Strengthen
7:30 ‘dinner Jewish Unity within a Democratlﬁlurmxk Framework’

Chai : dore Ellenoff e
regsident Haim Herzog~”  Prominent Diaspora leader (?)

Mayor Teddy Kollek So L’U\-O“-’ l't_

iv
EAvraham Harmang MDY\"“‘% faomimn

Wednesay 9¢30 Concludionsd Tdeas for the Future
- possibly have Kollek, Lahat , Hmxgmamx speak previous after-

noon on role of government

rz/ (—:& pnsg _Uy move role of media, private groups and educational system
to concluding session.2




BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY 1':»3 93 HVVIIIIN

52 100 Ramat Gan, Israel 52 100 p nnY

TYXIIN NOVYD
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR

Phone 718663 1abv
Cables UNIBARILAN o'phan X

20th July, 1987.

Dr. George E. Gruen,

The American Jewish Ccmmttee
Institute of Human Relations,
165 East 56th Street,

NEW YORK. N.Y. 10022,
U.S.A.

Dear George,

Please forg:we the lateness of my reply to yours of June 17th.
A few days after receiving it, I returned to Israel for one of the
busiest periods of cur ac':ademic year. And added to my caoncerns
was the unfortunate death of my friend Dr. George S. Wise for
whose funeral I returmed to the States. In any event, I
enjoyed reading your brief piece on the Blaustein-Ben Gurion
agreement and I read and reread Dr. Sheffer's excellent letter.

As for the three day conference in Israel, if it is held in
January I may be able to participate. And Bar-Ilan has several
faculty members who can make a real contribution on a number of
topics. I hope, however, that the emphasis will be on suggestions
to solve the problems which we know altogether too well.

I hope to be in New York around September first for about six
weeks. ‘Please be in touch.

Warmest personal regards.

Yours as ever,

Pl
:
Emanuel Rackman.
Chancellor.

ER/ek



The American Jewish Committee

Israel & Middle East Affairs Division

International Relations Department
165 East 56 Street

New York, NY 10022
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The Hebrew University of Jerusalem
The Leonard Davis Institute

for International Relations
Truman Institute Building, Mt. Scopus
Jerusalem, Israel

International Conference on

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE

Xl
"V ”L,m\
Place, Role and Status of Religion in the World Today

1. Modern Nationalism, State and Religion.

2. Ethnicity_ and Religiog in Democratic vs. Non-Democratic

Societies’ ax Wonelsn .

Place, Role and Status of Religion in Modern itﬁ:i:&t L1gzb _

Nationalism and Religion in Judaism.
-2, Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition.

Jerusalem, February 15-17,'1988

Preliminary List of Session Topics

-1,

Role of Religion in Diaspora Societies.
1. Amongst Russian Jews in the Soviet Union and outsidev
=~ 2. Role of Religlon in the U.S.

3. Jewish Communities in Western Europe, Latin America and
Geldmenn Anglo-Saxon Countries. . B dne, Breeld
Herrkubesy (Ses foold [Traid Klabin(Row b finerch [ R ‘:;:;Z’ ‘fﬁi"::{{zﬂ_& ) Rl

Role of Religlon in Israel.

1. Democratic Foundations and Values.

. Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages Within the
Jewish Sector.

Identification of Main Issues and Groups With Regard to
the Secular-Religious Cleavage.

Identification and Means of Strategies for Change.

L

3

Strengthening Diaspora and Israell Pluralism and Democracy.
Zj Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and
Israel.

hﬁfr/ﬁ“'b““G” ~ 2. Role of Government and Private Groups.

. 3. Role of Media.

Conclusion: Ideas for the Future.
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AJC LIST
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"NAME
ABRAM
ABRAMOV
AGI
ATLAN
BAR - TAL
BAVLI
BERLIIN
COWAN
DANIEL
DERSHOWITZ
DON-YIHYA
DUFOUR
E1ZENSTAT
ELAZAR
FINKELKRAUT
FLE 1 1 SCHMAN
FOIGHEL
FRANKEL
FRIEDMAN
FRIEDMAN
GLAZER
GREEN
GREENBERG
GREENBERG
HALOERN
HALTER
HAMMER
HARMAN
HARTMAN
HENKIN
JAFFE
JAKOBOVITS
KAHN
KLABIN
KLE@N
KRIEGEL
LAMM
LANDAU
LEAR
LEVIL
LEV INAS

= LEVY

CLEWIS
LICTENSTEIN
LIEBMAN |
LIFTON
LINOWITZ
LIPSET
LOOKSTE IN
MEHTA

MEMMI

T e T

fel 29/!73“7

Morrls B,
ZALMAN
MARC
HPENR| PROF,
DANIEL DR.
DAN.
1SA1AH
ZELMAN
JEAN

ALAN
ELIEZER
ROGER DR ,
STUART E.
DANIEL
LEONARD
ALAN

LEAH

ISI DR.
WILLIAM
TOM
MENACHEM
NATHAN
ARTHUR
YITZHZAK
BLU

BEN

MAREK
ZEVULUN
AVRAM
DAVID
Loults
ELIEZER
EMANUEL SIR
JEAN - FRANCOI S
ISRAEL
THEO
ANNIE
NORMAN
YEHEZKEL
NORMAN
ARRIGO
EMANUEL
PRIMO
BERNARD
AHARON
CHARLES
ROBERT
SOL
SEYMOUR M.
HASKELL -
ZUBIN
ALBERT

=Vt ey O -l 1A

PLACE

LONDON
QXFORD
PARIS

PARIS

COPENHAGEN
LONDON

PARIS

LONDON
- PARIS
BRAZIL
PAR]S
PARIS

'MILAN
PARIS .
ITALY

DADIC

W TP T wW



$B°ON

AIC LIST

NAME

MENDES - FLOR

MILLER

MOSES

oz

PAPP

PERETZ
# PODHORETZ
* POGREBIN
% POTOK
RACKMAN
RAVITSKY
RISKIN =
ROSENBLATT
ROUMANI
. SCHNAPPER -
SHALOM
SHALOM
SHAMIR
SHCHARANSKY
SHRAGAI

S LBERMAN
S IMON
SMITH
SMOOHA
SPRINZAK
STEIG
STEINSALTZ
STERNBERG
SUTENDORF
SUZMAN
TOAFF
TOLEDANO
TROPPER
ULLMAN
URBACH
URBACH
VANLEER
WALZER
WIENER
WIESEL -
WIESELTIER
WILLIAMS
WOLFSFELD
WOUK
WURZBURGER
YEHOSHUA
4 ZEVI
ZUCKERMAN

ook e ok

ISRAEL

RAFAEL RABBI

AMOS

JOSEPH
MART I N
NORMAN
LETTY COTTIN
HAIM
EMANUEL
AVI

SHLOMO
ROGER
MAURICE M.

DOMINIQUE PROF,

STEPHEN
LILIANE

- YOSEF

NATAN
NADAY
CHARLES E.
URIEL
HANOCH
SAMMY
EHUD

ADY

ADIN

STERNBERG SIR.
'ABRAHAM RABB |

HELEN
EL1O RABBI
SAMUEL .
DANIEL

LIV

EPHRAIM
EMANUEL  *
OSCAR
MICHAEL

NINA

EL}

LEON
MICHAEL RABBI
GADI

HERMAN

- WALTER

A.B.
TULLIA
MORT IMER

8biZzZ:io

PLACE

HAARET2

PARIS

LONDON
NETHERLANDS
SOUTH AFRICA
ROME:
MADRT Y

PARTS
NETHERLANDS

PARIS

@3 e8-11-%0
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.7 T07 George Gruen
From: Shimon Samuels
July 8, 1987

I6
.’ .

/

v

/In response to your July 1 fax, as you know,Ga Ry Sheffer was absent
from Israel for a lengthy period and then completely taken up by his
annual conference. We got together at his first opportunity. He
is now in Toronto until July 18 and will be in Madison, Wisconsin
from July 20- August 15. He can stop in N.¥, on his return, if you

are available. Please let me know so that I can inform his office
accoraingly. ' : S % el

he first discussed format and agreed that the present program outline
allows for five sessions, each of three speakers (ideally an American,
an Israeli and another). Thla would provide for 15 papers over a
period of two and a half days (two sessiong per day). If we were to
include a second circle of discussants, which would include political
activists, then we thought appropriate two discussants (one Israeli and

one foreigner) per session;thsi would mean bringing 15 people from
aproad,

on cost, we agreed that the Israelis would not be paid and that the
15 foreigners would each cost $70 per day for 5 days =.$5,250.

Assuning that 10 of the guests are from the U.S. ($1000 each for fare)
and 5 are from Europe, ($600 each for fare), total fare would be

$13,000, Total expenses (not including publish;ng of proceedlngs)
would be under $20,000.

we have taken the session from the sub themes listed in Gaby's letter
to you of April 28, and propose the following Israelis:

(i)1. Modern Nationalism, State and Religion: 2vi Werblowksy, Shmuel Eigenstadt
Janet Aviad (All of Hebrew University).

(ii)1. Nationalism and Religion in Judaism: Avi Ravitski (Heb. Univ) Eliezer
Don-Yihye (Bar Ilan), Adin Steinsaltz or Rabbi Amital (Etzion Yeshiva)

(ii)2. Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition: Aaron Lichtenstein (Etzion
Yeshiva) S it ™

tii)1. Role of Religion in Diaspora: Eliahu Essas
(iv)1. Shlomo Avineri

(iv)2. Political, Social and Cultural cleavagea Within the Jewish Sector:
Gaby Shez;_z.

(iv)3. Moshe Lissak (Hebrew Univ) or Y. Peres (Tel Aviv Univ)

{v) 1. Daniel Elazar

(v) 3. Elihu Katz

1) = Conclusion: Ideas for the future. It was agreed that we mlqht approach
President Chaim Herzog.



~PF. beorge Gruen
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To: George Gruen

From: Shimon Samuels

December 16, 1987

Gaby Sheffer will be writing to you separately regarding his feelings
in response to your latest faxes. As I wrote last week, I had

agreed with him that the conference is alrwady Lop heavy, The

further proposals only exacerbate the situation. Caby is in a mood
to cancel the conference as he feels there is little understanding

at the New York end.

He and Hannah will be meeting me at our office on the morning of
Monday December 21 for a status talk, I strongly suggest that, apart
from replacing dropouts =~ such as Norman Lamm - no additional

. hames be added except TO Our 118t O lnvitees te the “3rd vliuie®

We have tried to reach Rabbi Eugene Lipman at the Hospice on saveral
occasions without any success. I have discusaaa the conference with
Uri Regev, who will be happy to attend and we're waiting for a
response from Richard Hirsh.

Following my meeting on Monday with Gaby, we will consolidate the
invitation list, taking into account all names you have mentioned
and assume that they will include "a significant number of Sephardim".

Regarding receptions, cocktails, dinners and "danishes”, I will get
back to you’ after the Monday meeting.

. B

Regards,

oc: Bert Gold, Charney Breomberg, Zalman Abramov,LMarc.Tanenbaum,
' Bill Trosten, Gary Wolfe,

$S/ml/1217
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THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM

THE LEONARD DAVIS INSTITUTE ok oo popn
FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS DM TINKRY Wy

December 1, 1987
il H-4-gruenfat
Mr. George Gruen :
165 East 56th Street
New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear George,

As you surely are aware, the plans for our forthcoming joint forum are
progressing. We have lined up some important personalities, with
varying perspectives, which should make for an interesting and
productive interchange of ideas.

I enclose herewith an article which Professor Harkabi has just
recently written for publication in the journal of Progressive
Judaism, MANNA, in London. I thought you might be interested in
reading it, as Professor Harkabi will be joining the speakers in our
forum, in the first session, Place, Role and Status of Religion in
Contemporary Judaism, as speaker no.3, with the tentative title,
"Judaism: A Call for Change."

I am sending a copy of same also to Ted Ellanoff, so that you may both
be in the picture.

With best regards,
Sincerely,

Gabi Sheffer
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date December 15, 1987

to Participants in Jerusalem Forum on Society, State § Religion 2/15-17/88

from George E. Gruen ﬂ@%

subject Travel arrangements

. It has been recommended that you make your travel arrangements through
Unitours, which has served AJC for Board of Governors Institutes and other
AJC groups going to Israel. Although in this case most individuals will be travel-
ing separately, Unitours will be pleased .to make the arrangements for you and
make sure that they coordinate with the program for the conference as well as
for the meetings of the Task Force on American Jewish-Israeli Relations, which
will take place the following week, for those involved in the latter.

We recommend that you plan to arrive by Sunday February 14 the latest
since our International Forum on Society, State and Religion will begln at the
Hebrew Un1ver51ty on Monday morning, February 15, 1988.

Please contact Mr Amram Zur, the director of Unitours, directly for
travel and lodging arrangements. Most guests will be staying at t.he King David
Hotel, with the exception of academic participants in the conference who will
be at the nearby Mishkenot Shaananim guest house.

Mr. Zur-sudlrect line is (203) 629-1485. The switchboard number is
(203)-629-3900. Unitours has a toll-free number, which is 1-800-223-1780.

Please also let me know of your plans as they relate to attending the
sessions of the conference, which include meals and receptions, so that we
inform the Hebrew University, who are coordinating these arrangements with us.

ce; Shimon Samuels, M. Bernard Resnikoff , Bert Gold, Marc Tanenbaum, Gary Wolf

RASFY [ LA O LSS LLA
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HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date December 15, 1987
to Shimon Samuels
from George E. Gruen

subject Religion, State and Society Forum and Related Matters

Regarding the proposed meeting with Tel Aviv University together
with Beit Hatfutsot, Bert Gold feels that if it is a difficult thing to
organize, we might as well skip it. Marc and I feel that one possibility
would be take the panel on religion in the diaspora and have that presented
in Tel Aviv. We might want to include Henry Felngold to summarize his
assessment of the Amerlcan-.]emsh community.

All the other overseas participants and guests should be invited
to attend the Tel Aviv session, they would be free to raise questions and
make very brief comments during the discussion following the presentation.

I don't know whether we should include Rabbi Eliahu Essas, since
he is living in Israel and the issues effecting Soviet Jewry are quite
different from those in the free diasporas.

Please let me know what you desire.

GEG:hb

cc: Bert Gold, Marc Tangnbamn, Bernie Resnikoff, Gary Wolf, Zalman Abramov

AT O U O LB LS



'HE ARMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

subject

cC

date |

.
.

to

from |

December 17, 1987
Shimon Samuels

George Gruen

N P UPJO LIS L

Gabi Sheffer on Forum and Society, Stute and Religion

Bert Gold, Bill Trdsten, Marc Tanenbaum, Bernie Resnikoff,
Yaakov Pnini, Gary Wolf '

Following receipt yesterday of your disturbing fax that "Caby is in
a mood to cancel the conference as he feels there is little under-

 standing at the New York end," I tried yesterday to reach him by

telephone to find out what could prompt such a reaction.

I finally reached him early this morning (4:45 A.M. NY time, 11:45 in
Jerusalem), and heard him express his indignation over the unaccept-

able attempt of the AJC to give him orders and force him to obey our

demands .

I was flabbergasted and said that while we had made suggestions and
requests we had never demanded or ordered him to do anything.

He came back and said that this was specifically in my mcmo of Dec-
ember 14. The scntence, which he obviously misunderstood and took
out of context, reads, 'We agreed with your revised schedule that
Gabi Sheffer should follow.'" This was in paragraph 6 and referred
to the order of speakers in the sessions on role of religion in
Israel.

I explained to Gabi that we were in fact agreeing with his revised
schedule to have Gabi Sheffer follow Elyakim Rubinstein. The change
we proposed was to have the discussion on the role of women switched

to follow Shlomo Avineri rather than precede Sheffer.

While English is not Gaby Sheffer's native tongue, it is yours, Shimon,
and I would have expected that you could have clarified the misunder-

standing on the spot.

As for the issue of the program being top heavy, I agreed and made it
clear that we do not insist on any specific additional speakers. Marc's
main concern, which 1 share, is that we not appear to be slighting the
Sephardi majority of lsrael's population.

Attached is the revised outline of the sessions, including the div-

isions indicated in my December 14 memo, as well as a rc¢phrasing of

the last two session titles. These are suggestions, not dictates or
ultimata. Please discuss them with Gabi and Hanna on Monday.



Hope you will be able to furnish us after the mecting with exact
titles of the specakers and some biographical information, us well as
a more precise setting of starting and ending times of the sessions.
We also need an estimated budget. Please also provide us with the
Davis Institute need an estimated budget. VPlease also provide us
with the Davis Institute FAX number and Hannah Three's phone numbers
so that we can get some technical details directly to them. For
example, when various persons are planning to arrive at Mishkenot and
when they are leaving. What is the earliest date that Mishkenot is
available to us? Happy llannukkah to all.

-
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December 15, 1987

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, President
Agudath Israel of America

84 William Street

New York, NY 10038

Dear Rabbi Sherer:

On behalf of the American Jewish Committee and the Hebrew
University it is our pleasure to invite you to participate in an
international forum on "Society, State, and Religion: The Jewish
Experience,” to be held in Jerusalem from February 15-17, 1988.
We would be most appreciative if you could present an Agudah
perspective on the topic of the "Place and Role of Religion in
the American Jewish Community,"” in a Round Table discussion to
take place during the afternoon of February 15.

The discussion will be opened by Professor Henry L. Feingold, who
will deliver a paper on "Judaism and Jewishness in the American
Jewish Perception.”" (See attached outline of the program). We
have made it clear that speakers will be presenting their own
individual opinions, and not necessarily acting as representa-
tives of a particular organization.

The Forum, which is being co-sponsored by the Leonard Davis
Institute for International Relations of the Hebrew University
and the International Relations Department of the American Jewish
Committee, will be attended by noted Jewish scholars, persons
active in Jewish communal life in Israel and the Diaspora, and
prominent Israel political and religious representatives. The
conference is to be opened by the President of the State, the
Honorable Chaim Herzog.

The State of Israel has been charged with a formidable task:
creating at the same time a Jewish state and a modern, multi-
ethnic democracy. Over the years, unity has been maintained
while competing groups have attempted to mold the character of.
the state. In recent years, however, the delicately balanced
process has been disturbed. Burnt Torah scrolls and vandalized
bus stations are grim reminders that some have lost sight of
"Ahavat Yisrael," restoring to violence instead of pursuing a
peaceful continuation of the process of negotiated understand-
ings.. x

; : Institute of Human Relations

‘ = - 165 East 56 Street
1/ Ehe American Jewish New York, New York 10022-2745
ommittee 212 751-4000



"It is because of our concern over the increasing signs of polarization
- ‘that we have organized the present forum. Our objectives are to explore
ways to increase mutual understanding and to foster a spirit of toler-
ance and respect among the diverse elements of contemporary Judaism.

- . In addition to the major speakers, there will be a "second circle" of
other concerned scholars, and religious and communal leaders who we hope
will take an active part in discusslons generated by the presentations.
OQur "third circle" will consist of an invited audience of educators,
columnists and others actively concerned with state-religion and
Israel-Diaspora issues. '

We would be pleased if you could be present for the duration of the
Forum. We would welcome your intervening in the discussions and making
your own unique contribution to our understanding of society, state, and
religion in Jewish life. :

The American Jewish Committee will assume the cost of your transporta-
. tion to and from Jerusalem, as well as hotel accommodations and meals
for the duration of the Forum. Participants are encouraged to arrive by
Sunday, February 14, in order to be ready for the opening of the Forum
the following morning. Further details concerning the Forum will be
forthcoming. | ' :

We sincerely hope that yoh will be able to arrange your schedule to join
us in this potentially important event, and we look forward to your
early favorable reply. - ' ' :

Sincerely yours,

P (\/\%“‘

George 4. Gruen, .D Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum - .
Director, Israel and Middle Director, International Relations
East Affairs Division : )

GEG/MHT :EL
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date

to

from
subject

ce:

December 17, 1987
Shimon Samuels
George Gruen

Gabi Sheffer on Forum and Society, State and Religion

Bert Gold, Bill Trosten, Marc Tanenbaum, Bernie Resnikoff,
Yaakov Pnini, Gary Wolf

Following receipt yesterday of your disturbing fax that "Caby is in
a mood to cancel the conference as he feels there is little under-
standing at the New York end," I tried yesterday to reach him by
telephone to find out what could prompt such a reaction.

I finally reached him early this morning (4:45 A.M. NY time, 11:45 in

.Jerusalem), and heard him express his indignation over the unaccept-

able attempt of the AJC to give him orders and force him to obey our
demands.

I was flabbergasted and said that while we had made suggestions and
requests we had never demanded or ordered him to do anything.

He came back and said that this was specifically in my memo of Dec-
ember 14. The sentence, which he obviously misunderstood and took
out of context, reads, 'We agreed with your revised schedule that
Gabi Sheffer should follow." This was in paragraph 6 and referred
to the order of speakers in the sessions on role of religion in
Israel.

I explained to Gabi that we were in fact agreeing with his revised
schedule to have Gabi Sheffer follow Elyakim Rubinstein. The change
we proposed was to have the discussion on the role of women switched

to follow Shlamo Avineri rather than precede Sheffer.

While English is not Gaby Sheffer's native tongue, it is yours, Shimon,
and I would have expected that you could have clarified the misunder-
standing on the spot.

As for the issue of the program being top heavy, 1 agreed and made it
clear that we do not insist on any specific additional speakers. Marc's
main concern, which I share, is that we not appear to be slighting the
Sephardi majority of Israel's population.

Attached is the revised outline of the sessions, including the div-

isions indicated in my December 14 memo, as well as a rephrasing of

the last two session titles. These are suggestions, not dictates or
ultimata. Please discuss them with Gabi and Hanna on Monday.

WM P URJOUISLU




. Hope you will be able to furnish us after the meeting with exact

titles of the speakers and some biographical information, as well. as
a more precise setting of starting and ending times of the sessions.
We also need an estimated budget. Please also provide us with the
Davis Institute need an estimated budget. Please also provide us
with the Davis Institute FAX number and Hannah Three's phone numbers
so that we can get some technical details directly to them. For
example, when various persons are planning to arrive at Mishkenot and
when they are leaving. What is the earliest date that Mishkenot is
available to us? Happy Hannukkah to all

/;jé-.;,,
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An International Forum on
SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIEHCE

Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988

Cosponsored by:

The International Relations Department The Leonard Davis Institute

The American Jewish Committee for International Relations
The Hebrew University of
Jerusalem

Preliminary List of Sessions, Topics, Principal Invited Speakers
and Discussants _ ;

Monday, February 15
Morning Session:

Opening Statement: President Chaim Herzog

Place, Role and Status of Religion in Contemporary Judaism
g "On The Interaction of Nationalism and Religion", R.J. Zvi Werblowsky

2. "Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition", Michael Fishbane
Discussant: Zvi Zohar on Sephardi Perspectives

Afternoon Session:

Place and Role of Religion in the

American Jewish Community

"Judaism and Jewishness in the American Jewish Perception" -- A historical
overview by Henry L. Feingold

Round Table Discussion with representatives of the various movements,



Tuesday, February 16

Morning Session:

Role of Religion in The Diaspora

Overview, Isi Leibler, President of the Asia Pacific Jewish Association
Continental Europe, Shmuel Trigano
Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz

Russian Jews, Rabbi Eliahu Essas, former Soviet refusenik

Afternoon Session:

1.

2,

Role of Religion in Israel

Chairman: Zalman Abramov

"Jewish Law and the Jewish Character of the State of Israel,"
Elyakim Rubinstein and Aharon Kirschenbaum
Discussant: Adin Steinsaltz -

"Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewish Society",
Gabi Sheffer

Evening Session:

1.

2.

"Identification of the Main Issues and Groups with Regard to the
Secular-Religious Cleavage", Shlomo Avineri

"The Status of Women in a Jewish State", Marilyn Safir
Discussant: Alice Shalvi

Wednesday, February 17

Morning Session:

Strengthening Jewish Unity within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework

- Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, Zvulun Hammer

Discussant: Danny Tropper, (Gabriel Malka ?)

Role of the Media: Perceptions and MiSperceptions, Hanna Zemer
(Thomas Friedman, discussant ?)



Afternoon Session:

1. "Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and Israel",
Charles Liebman and Rabbi Shlomo Riskin

2. "Judaism: A Call for Change," Yehoshafat Harkabi

Evening Session:

Conclusion: Ideas for the Future

What We Can Do Together to Advance Mutual Respect and Solidarity
between Israel and the Diaspora

Chairman: Theodore Ellenoff
Avraham Harman, Prospects for the Future
Yosef Burg |
Teddy Kollek
Rabbi Cha im Druckman

Rabbi Pesach Schindler

Summation

—-ll
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

URGENT

date  December 21, 1987

to Shimon Samuels, Yaakov Pnini, M. Bernard Resnikoff

from Gebrge E. Gruen ﬁ;%

subject Invitation to Rabbi Shubert Spero

Because of the urgency of this matter, I am taking the
liberty of addressing this memo to all three of you.

Should Mr. Samuels not be available in the office to
handle this himself, we would appreciate either Dr. Resnikoff or
Mr. Pnini to follow through in immediately contacting Rabbi
Shubert Spero by telephone and transmitting the attached in-
vitation to him.

Rabbi Walter Wurtzberger called this morning to say that
he regretably could not change his plans to attend the forum on
Society, State and Religion. He suggested Rabbi Spero who came
on Aliyah about three years ago from Cleveland. Marc and I
agreed that he would be a good choice. I understand that Rabbi
Spero lives in Jerusalem and teaches at Bar Ilan. After speaking
to him by phone, please have the fax copy of the invitation hand
delivered to him. (I am mailing the original to him at Bar Ilan
but have my doubts that it will get there before the conference,)

_ Please let us know his response by return fax. Has Rabbi
Richard Hirsch given you a definite acceptance yet?

GEG:hb

cc: Marc Tanenbaum, Charmey Bromberg, Gary Wolf
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December 21, 1987

Rabbi Shubert Spero
Professor of Jewish Thought
Bar Ilan University

Ramat Gan, Israel

Dear Rabbi Spero:

On behalf of the American Jewish Committee and the Hebrew
University it is our pleasure to invite you to participate in an
international forum on "Society, State, and Religion: The Jewish
Experience," to be held in Jerusalem from February 15-17, 1988.
Knowing of your many years experience as a prominent rabbi in the
Young Israel movement in the United States, we would be most
appreciative if you could present an Orthodox perspective on the
topic of the "Place and Role of Religion in the American Jewish
Community,” in a Round Table discussion to take place during the
afternoon of February 15.

The discussion will be opened by Professor Henry L. Feingold, who
will deliver a paper on "Judaism and Jewishness in the American
Jewish Perception.”" (See attached outline of the program). We
have made it clear that speakers will be presenting their own
individual opinions, and not necessarily acting as representa-
tives of a particular organization.

The Forum, which is being co-sponsored by the Leonard Davis
Institute for International Relations of the Hebrew University
and the International Relations Department of the American Jewish
Committee, will be attended by noted Jewish scholars, persons
active in Jewish communal life in Israel and the Diaspora, and
prominent Israel political and religious representatives. The
conference is to be opened by the President of the State, the
Honorable Chaim Herzog.

The State of Israel has been charged with a formidable task:
creating at the same time a Jewish state and a modern, multi-
ethnic democracy. Over the years, unity has been maintained
while competing groups have attempted to mold the character of
the state. In recent years, however, the delicately balanced
process has been disturbed. Burnt Torah scrolls and vandalized
bus stations are grim reminders that some have lost sight of
"Ahavat Yisrael," restoring to violence instead of pursuing a
peaceful continuation of the process of negotiated understand-

ings.

Insvtate of Human Belations

v York, New York 10022-2746




It is because of our concern over the increasing signs of polarization
that we have organized the present forum. Our objectives are to explore
ways to increase mutual understanding and to foster a spirit of toler-
ance and respect among the diverse elements of contemporary Judaism.

In addition to the major speakers, there will be a "second circle" of
other concerned scholars, and religious and communal leaders who we hope
will take an active part in discussions generated by the presentatiens.
Our "third circle" will consist of an invited audience of educators,
columnists and others actively concerned with state-religion and
Israel-Diaspora issues.

We would be pleased if you could be present for the duration of the
Forum. We would welcome your intervening in the discussions and making
your own unigue contribution to our understanding of society, state, and
religion in Jewish life.

We sincerely hope that you will be able to arrange your schedule to join
us in this potentially important event, and we look forward to your
early favorable reply. Please respond directly to Mr. Shimon Samuels,
Director of the AJC office in Israel, 9 Ethiopia Street, Jerusalem.
(Tel. (02) 233551, or (02) 228862.) '

Sincerely yours,

5’/%0., s %Z«v«%

orge Ef!éiuen Ph.D Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Director, Israel and Middle Director, International Relations

East Affairs Division

GEG/MHT:EL



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

December 28, 1987

BANFD D LI O LD LAl

date
4o Shimon Samuels
W Gin ' Georgé E. Gruen
-'subiecl - Society, State and Religion

e

Continuing the memo I began, attached is our list of revised program
‘which includes a detailed breakdown of the timing within each of the
‘sessions. Please let us know immediately whether this is acceptable
to you and the Dav1s Instltute

I reiterate that after speaklng to Bert Gold and Marc Tannenbaum, we
have reached the following decisions in answer to your queries:

1. We will pay a maximum of a seven night stay for Rabbi
Roberto Graetz and other overseas invited participants. Professsor
Michael Fishbane is planning to arrive on February 10th or 11th. He
will let us know shortly. I am pla.nning to arrive on the 1lth.

Bert gold does not want to spend money on a general reception on Monday

night. He suggests having dinner, for only the partlclpants either at -

Beit Maierdorf, Mei Niftoh, or another restaurant which is not too
expensive, but nice.

~ You will note, that we have added an informal dinner meeting for the
- speakers and other overseas guests of the AJC and Davis Institute personnel
on Wednesday evening.

R_egarding the WedneSday morning 'program,- Marc and I are wondering whether
it would not be more effective and logical to begin the day with the
presentations by Liebman and Riskin. Please advise.

The Wednesday evening concluding session is quite top-heavy with speakers,
and we are shortening the presentations, also the batting order. Do you
want a reform representation and one or two Americans on this panel?

Mény thanks for your help and best wishes for the New Year.

- CC: Bert Gold, Marc Tannenbaum:/ﬁlll Trosten, Charney Bromberg, Gary Wolf
Yaakov Pnini, Berni Resnikoff.
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To: George Gruen
From: Shimon Samuels

December 21, 1987

RELIGION, STATE AND SOCIETY FORUM:

Unfortunately, Gaby Sheffer could not make the meeting and left me
with Yehoshofat Harkabi and Hannah Thee.

In discussing the questions that you raised in your fax of December 18,
we reached the following conclusions:

Each paper presenter will have 20-25 hinutas, each discussant 10-12 ninutes

Day One

Morning session:
9:00 - 1:00 (coffee break 11:00-11:20)

Afternoon session:
2:30 - 6:00 p.m. (coffee break 4:00-4:20)

There will be no evening session.
Day Two

Morning session:
9:00 - 12:30 p.m.

-~

Afternoon and evening sessions:
2:00 - 4:30' (break for coffee and danish)

5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Dinner at leisure

Day Three

Morning session:

$:00 - 1:00 (this includes items 1, Zevulun Hammer, 2. Hannah Zemer;
3. Liebman and Riskin)

There will be no afternoon session. The final reception will be given
at the Hebrew University as a light buffet between 6:00 and 7:30 p.m.
The concluding session 8:00 - 10:00 p.m.

There is a question as to the opening reception on the first day to follow
the close of the afternoon session at 6:00 p.m, ie where and light
refreshments or dinner/buffet?



10.

-

22 DEC 'E7 1:81 RJC ISRAEL PAGE . B2

Regarding chairmen. Harkabi agrees that Ellenoff chair the opening
session and introduce Herzog, He alsco wishes to present his, the first
paper at 9:00 a.m. on day one ie before he arrival of President Herzog.
He sees no difficulty with announcing tlLit the President's arrival

has been postponed until 10:00 a.m. ané ‘tarting the session without
further delay. This would obviate your :nint 4 regarding a breakfast
welcoming session.

Regarding point 5, we require the dates of each persons arrival in order
to assure places at Mishkenot. There is no problem regarding Rabbi Graetz.

Hannah suggests that logistical problems do not exist as taxis are freely
available. \ @D

Should you insist on a video, you will have to bring your own equipment.
I understand that Gaby agreed by telephone with you that all sessions
will be tape-recorded.

Translation from and into Hebrew of ad-hoc questions can be accomodated
by the respective chairmen or Hannah or myself, It is probable that all
participantes and invitees will be English-speaking.

AJC will be responsible for hospitality arrangements for its own leadership
and Yaacov Pnini will be charged with programming, meeting arrivals
ete.

Ke the Institute never charges admittance, nor keeps attendance records,
there will be no need for staff on these matters. Both the Institute
and ourselves will arrange for press contacts, though there may be

some duplication in approaches, this can oanly enhance our approach.

The Leonard Davis Institute has no fax line. Its direct telephone lines are:

882312/820014 and Hannah's home number - 825232,

Please note that in your draft program, you have omitted Avi Ravitsky
who will be the discussant for Werblowbky. You have also omitted the
names of the roundtable discussants on "The Role of Religion in the
American Jewish Community'. Apart fvom Wolfe Kelman, we are umsure as to
whom else is participating.

We are requesting Arik Carmon of the Israel-Diaspora Institute to chair
the Tuesday morning session on "Role of Religion in the Diaspora®.

We have requested Ruth Gavison to appear with Elyakim Rubinstein and ROT
Aaron Kirschenbaum. You have also omitted Uzi Ornan who is the discussant

- for : Shlomo Avineri.

Richard Hirsh does not wish to participate in a panel with Rabbis of
other streams, Are you prepared for him to be placed in the concluding
segsion?

Regards,

cc: Bert Gold, Marc Tanenbaum, Gary Welf, Yaacov Pnini, Charney Bromberg.
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To: George Gruen

From: Shimon Samuels

% S

gep 28 19%-{apmamxmr. 27, 1987

Society, State and Ral_gion Sympos i um

1.

2.

I have reserved the date in Chaim Herzog's calendar for an opening
statement and am awaiting final confirmation from his office.

Zvi Werblowsky and Dan Elazar ¢an only confirm closer to Yom

. Kippur after checking their conference schadula in the VU.S8.

" just prior to our symposium.

Marilyn Sefer has accepted to speak on"women“

'f am awaiting word from both Ad.tf Steg and Isi Leibler (the latter

is currently in Moscow) .

Leonard. Davis Institite cannot understand why we are aleo inviting
Harold Schulweis. They feel that the panel is already top heavy.

‘-

Gaby Sheffer has no special deals with EL AL.

Best regards, %(
cc: Bert Gold, Marc Tanenbaum
§8/ml/9:127
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