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·To: George Gruen 

From: Yaacov Pni ni 

February 7, 1988 

RELIGION, STATE AND SOCIETY: 

1. Chairmen: 

Abe Harman agrees. 

Shill'IOt1 samu~ls re:porLed to me that you had approaehed him t.o chair 
a session. He is su9gesting that Marc chairs the session on Monday 
afternoon - Plaee and Role of Religion in the American Jewish Communit~ 

. and that ·he chair the Role of Religion in the Diaspora. This will 
enable Mordechai Gazit to· ·be relieved of his post. He feels honored 
at the request, but is, and I can vouch for this, very very busy 
and as Shimon was asked and has accepted, I suggest that we leave 
it that way. 

2. · List of participants. We d.td not rece·ive your amended liat. We 
shall make up a · ·complete l1et in time fQr the conference. 

3. Recording has been organized. Students have been contracted for 
the daily summaries. 

4. Both Chana and Madeleine will be at the conference as hostesses. 
v No tags have been prepared . Both Chana and I do not think it necessary 

5 . Ads have been requested in the Jerusalem Post (Tues, Fri) and 
Haaretz, Maariv and Yediot (Tues, Wed, Thurs). Attach copy of ad. 

6. Information on transporbation will hA given out at the encl of 
previous sessions. 

7. The dinn~r Clt. the Ril'•g David on the 17th is cancelled . 

~ f • . 



· THE POSTER 

The Amerlcan Jewi8h Committee aud The Leonard Davie Inatltute 

invite the public to an international forum 
Society, State and Religion: The Jewiah Experience 

on February 15th, 16th and 17th, 1988 
at Beit Hillel, H~hrew University of Jerusalem, Mt. Scopus 

Monday, February 15 
9:00 - 13:00 Religion in Contemporary JtUlaiam 
Y. Ha.rkabi, Approaching a Moment of Truth 
Z.Werblowaky, On Interaction Bet.ween Nat.lonallam and Religion 
M. Fishbane, Pluraliatic Element.a in Jewiah 'T1'adltion 
14:30 - 18:00 Religion in the Am4H'ican Jewiah Communitv 
H. Feingold, Judalam and Jewlehneu ln the American Jewish Perception 
Rabbi S. Riskin, Rabbi W. Kelman, Rabbi R. Hindi 

Tuesday, February 16 
9:00 - 13:00 Religion in tlMs DifWpot"a 

I. Leibler, S. Trigano, R. Graet1, E. ~aaaa 
1•:30 - 19:30 Religion in I~I 
E. Rubinstein, The Jewiah Character ot the State ot Israel · 
G. Sheffer, M. Li1sak, Politic•l, Social & Cultural Cleavagea 
$. Avineri, Mahn Iasuea & Groupe in Secular·Rellgioue ·cleavage• 
M. Sa.Dr, Women in a Jewish State 

Wedneaday, February 1'1 
9:00 - 13;00 Strengthening Democvcacv in tAe Dlupora and l•rael 
S. Aloni, S. Spero, Means and Strategies for Change in Israel 
H. Zemer, Role of the Media 
C. LiebmaD, Mutual Impact of Developments lo the Dlaapora & I~rael 
16:30 - · 18:30 ~ 

This seuion will be held at Miehkenot Shaananim, F"18her Hall 

Conel"'6ion: Jdstu1 for the ~tura 
Wlu&t We Can Do 7bgethet' to Stnngthcn Jewh Untt11 
A. Harman, T. Kollek, Y. Burg, H. Druckman, P. Schindler 



;/ 
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I THE AD 

· 'l'he American Jev.1Bh Coarad.ttee and Tb.a JAanarcl ·navia Institute 

invite the public to an international forum 
Societ.7, St.ate and Rel 1 g:1 ~: 'lbB Jeviah Expariance 

on February 15th, 16th and 17th, 1988 

at Beit Hillel, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Mt. Scopus 

L\ \ \ . . . " 
~. "" ~'· '. :-.. .!":·· . 

9:00 - 1):00 Religion in Cantemporarx Judaism Chair: 'P. El:Jenetf 
Y. Harkabi, Apprioaob1Dg a Momalat or Trutb (Diaousaant1 A. Ravitzlq) 

z • . werblowek.y, CG Ioteraotion Betuuan llationallsm and Rel1.gloo 

(Discussant: E. Gutmann) 

M. lt'ishbana, ~tic Ele1D8Dts 1n Jew18h Tradition 

{'DiscusEia.nt: z. Zohar) 

14:30 - 18:00 Ral.ip.an in the Aim'ican Jetd.pb Commam1t,Y 

C~ir: B. ResA"'eH S: ~l" .. , . .> .c \ .; 

H. Feingold, Jua.1.a and Jewiahnaea in the Alllsrican Jeviah Perception 

Rabbi S. Riskin, Rabbi W. Kelman, 'Rabbi R. Hirsch 

'J.'uaadq. l'e'brual7 16 
9:00 - 1.3:00 Rpl !gigs in th! Dt'!WT! Chair: M. Tanentaum 

I. Leibler, S. Trigano, R. Graetz, E. Eesas 
14(30 - 19:30 R&Hrton in Israel Cha1r:S. z. Abramov 

E. Rubinstein, 'lht' Jadah Cbara.ctar of the state of 1111"881 

·"· (Discussant: R. Gavieon) . 

G. Sheffer, M. Lieaak, Political., Social i ~tunLl Cl.eavage11 
s. Avineri, Main I8VU88 & Groupe 1D Secular-Re11gious Cleavages 

{Discussant: U. Oman) 

M. Sa.fir, Woman in a J81dah State (Diecussant: .N. Chazan) 

WedneBdq' Februaq 17 
9:00 - 13:00 Streogt!uming Damooracy in the Dl.asponl and Iarael 
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Chair: G. E. Grl.len 
s. Alon!, S, Spero, Meuaa _and St.rat.egiea for CbmJ&e in Ianutl 

(Diecussant·s D. Tropper) 

H. Zemer, Role of the Madia (Discussant: J. FJ.iZW') · 
C, LieblnWl, Mutual. Impact ot Deveiopmmte in the Dlaspora a larul. 

15130 - 18:30 

Thia 888810ll vlll be held at MlabJmnot Sba•MDi•, F18ber Hall 

. Qg!f!l.u!ionz Liaaa tor !.he Fyture 
What We Can~ Together t.o .St.nmgthan Jewish tJaiR 

Chair: B, H. GoJ.d "" '1' ' -· . \" \ · . ""'-· ...... · ... , :•/ . ,, 

A. Harman, T. Kollek, Y. Burg, H. Druckman, P. Sobincil.er 

!<'or information call Hannah, 02-882312, or Madelaine 02-22886.2 
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.. TheAmericenJowbh ~Committee . 

(_Date) 

Dear Mr . /Ms. ---

lnsti!u!e of t lur>Mn rh~lati::m~ 
165 East 55 S11eHt 
NP.w Yo•k. New Yorlo. .100??· 2746 
:;m 151. <1000 

We would like to invite you to participate in an international 

forum on "Society, State, and Religion: The Jewish Experience", to 

be held in Jerusal~m from February 15-17, 1988. The forum will be 

attende4 by noted Jewish scholars, persons active in ·Jewish com

munal life in Israel and the Diaspora, and prominent Israeli 

political and religious representatives. The conference is to 

be opened by the President of the State, Mr. Chaim Herzog. 

One of the strengths of the Jewish people in of 

oppression and assimilation has been o _~dapt to 

changing conditions while preserving ancient 
/ 

1,1,res and traditions. ,. 
,. 

Evolution has continued to the present day· e;..o'~temporarly Jewry 
,.1 / / . 

contains within it a broad spectrum of mo·~.ements, cultures, and . / 
. . / . 

/ . 
lifestyles . Al though various groups in/t ·erpret the faith in differ-

. / 

.ent ways, the Jews have maintained thc(ir soli_dari ty and unity of 
,___/ . 

spirit. 

The State of Israel has heen charged with a formidable task : 

creating at the s~me time a Jewish state and a modern, pluralistic 

democracy . Over the years , unity xk has been maintained while 

competing groups · attemp~~to mold the character of t
0

he state·. In 

recent years, however, the delicate process has been disturbed . 

Burnt Torah scrolls ·and vandalised bu~ stations ar~ grim reminders 
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... The Americen Jewish ~Committee 

lnstitil!e of Hurn,m nelaJio::,; 
165 f:asl 55 Street 
Nf.!W 'fprk. Nt!W Yor~ 10022· 2746 
:ll2 751-4000 

that some have lost sight of "Ahavat Yisrael", preferring violeance 

over a peaceful continuation of the process of self-definition. 

It is within this new climate that we have organized the 
. . 

forum, seeking new ways to increase mutual understanding and 

hopefully to help bridge the gap among the diverse elements of 

Judaism. Participants, expressing their 9wn personal belieafs, will 

be presenting varied (and often confl~cting) points of view. We 
. . 

·would be pleased if you could be present, making your own unique 

contribution to the und~rstanding of society,•• state, and religion 

in Jewish life. 

.. 

/ 





DISTURBANCES IN GAZ.A, JUDEA AND SAMARIA: 

THE ISSUE OF JOURNALISTIC CO\£RAGE 

The f~llowing is an iriterview with IDF spokesman, Brig. Gen. Ephraim 
Lapid (on educational TV's 'New Evening' program, 16 December 1987), in 
which he elaborates on the issue of media coverage of recent events in 
Gaza, Judea and Samaria. 

Q: Why limit the correspondents' freedom of movement? 

A: First of all, you're assuming that we're limiting the correspondents, 
and that isn't so. I can say that for 20 years, operational activities 
have been carried out in Judea, Samaria and Gaza while being covered by 
the media. There is no change is this policy, the last few days 
included, despite what has been published here and there in the news
papers. It's difficult to carry out the operational activity with media 
coverage on top of you. Actually, this condition doesn't exist in any 
other country. Israel has the third-largest community of foreign 
correspondents in the world. Following the U.S. and the USSR: over 200 
foreign correspondents closely cover a very small country . Only 
yesterday and, generally speaking, within recent days, dozens of foreign 
TV crews were running around in Judea, Samaria and Gaza. This fact 
definitely has an effect on the operational activity and occasionally 
hinders it. 

Q: What is your view of Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir's proposal to 
protect journalists? 

A: I read (about it) in the newspaper. The fact is that media coverage 
for foreign and local crews remains completely unchanged. Certainly 
there are limitations, which are attributable to operational activity. 
One should bear in mind that we're not attending a show (in the ter
ritories). The IDF is there for the purpose of ensuring the well-being 
of the population and in order to allow a return to normal life. This is 
the top priority of the IDF forces in the field. This should be carried 
out with media coverage, but in that particular order of priority: first 
operational activity, and then media coverage. 

Q: The bleak pictures transmitted abroad might conjure a very gloomy 
image, even one comparable to the situation in South Africa. 

A: First of all, we haven't become a (second) South Africa. There are 
disturbances of the peace and riots in the field. Only those who are 
observing them close at hand -- such as some of the foreign cor
respondents and some of the Israeli correspondents who saw what it means 
'to throw a stone at someone' -- know that this is a most serious 
threat. Only a few moments ago we heard on an IDF radio broadcast that 
an IDF soldier was stabbed today in Gaza. .His injuries were defin~d as 
light to moderate. The threat to the lives of IDF soldiers in the field 
is real . We take every possible precaution so that live fire is used 
only as a last resort. 
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Q: How do you resolve the dilemma of a foreign photographer who~ whether 
·or not the picture is 'objective', photographs those subjects which 
,_selectivel.Y interest him.? 

A: .First of all, we, are aware of: the pdnciples which guide the press. 
·Any · network which presents a 90 :--s.econd segment -:-·- such a .segment allows· 
~ for only a few scene~, generally those with the most action and which 

·· . ar~ most pr6vocative doe~ riot give a picture of the full sc6pe bf 
life in. that same area or at that particular time. 

Q: Aren't you sometimes tempted to say that you refuse to give permis
sion to let out pictures which depict us as a brutal occupier? 

A: We are sometimes faced with ~he consideration. But it is ~ransitory, 
like · some of the illusions in the field. We have to allow reasonable 
media coverage in . the field. ! 'don't delude myself into thinking that 
we wi'll ever appease the journalist community. It's obvious that we're 
talking . about hun.dreds of people. Bear · in mind that we also have to add 
the hundreds of Israeli correspondents. I'd like to remind you that we 

.have ample opportunity -- in addition to the 'New Evening' program -- tp 
hear the. correspondents' opinion of the coverage. The media's ·coverage 
of subjects connected with t:he IDF is carried out under the best 
possible circumstances. 

Q: It's no secret that you worked in military intelligence. Perhaps the 
person who heads the IDF spo~esman's office should be a professional 
publicist, free from all other outside pressures? 

A: First of all, I take pride in having beeri a member of military 
intelligence . I have no compunctions about the matter. Anyone who 
knows me can attest to the fact that .after three years in this post, my 
having been a member of intelligence only adds ~o the quality ~f my 
performance· in this· job• Perhaps in contrast to 'other persons who work 
in public relations, the nature of this position is meant to guarantee 
the · connection between the IDF and the media, and between the media and 
the IDF. I do not deal in imaginary public relations. I am connected 
with an organization which most closely unifies all this country's 
residents (and) whose message must be conveyed to those living in Israel 
a.nd abroad, including the Arab world, in the most credible and available 
manner . 

87-580 . 
. 61 ~-(IRD-1) 
/AR 12/21/87 

* * * 
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HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date February.9, 1988 

to Yaakov Pnini 

from George Gruen 

subiect I.Press release for Society, State & Religion Con£. II.Arrivals 

I am enclosing the draft of the press release for the 

conference. Mort Yarman will be faxing final copy to Charlie 
u. jl..{;<.C. \AA. t-P,f\\~ p1.s-n--l~ lc.b ,J 

Levine first thing tomorrow morning~ Please coordinate with him 

d~tails of distribution of this and for subsequent pr~ss coverage 

of the conference itself. 

I I. Scheduled arrivals ·in Is rae 1 · 

To the best of our knowledge, these ar~ current travel 

. plans for conference participants from US : 

l.G.Gruen ·1y 10 arriving Feb. 11 3:55 PM 

2. M. Fishbein, from Boston LY 204 arriving Feb. 11 3:5iPM. 
(If · I. can identify him and see him in the airport we 
will share a cab.) 

3. Harold Golberg, Charney Bromberg, Elaine Wishner, Henry 
Feingold, Wolfe Kelman and daughter all on LY 8 Sat. 
night, arriving Ben Gurion, . Feb. 14, 3.20 PM. Kelman and 
daughter probably will be picked up. Bromberg ~ill meet 
up with Goldberg and Feingold to shar~ cab to Jerusalem. 
Since Elaine Wishner ~ill also be on that flight, it may 
make ~nse and be more cost effective to order a large 
car for all of them. If you agree a.nd arrange this, please 
FAX Charney immedia~ely, so he can tell the others. If not, 
they will make their own arrangements on arrival. 

Thank you for all your help. 

cc :~arc Tanenbaum , 
Charney Bromberg 
Mort Yarman 
Gary Wolf 

ShimohSamuels 
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Mr. Clarence Wagner 
Bridges for Peace 
97 Jaffa Road 
Jerusalem 

Dear Clarence, 

December 14, 1987 

When we met recently on belrnlf of the National Christian 
Leadership Conference, I took back with me to study a copy of 
the celebration planned for your own Br·idges for Peace and I saw, 
for the first time, the full, elaborate and imposing series of 
programs you are organizing and initiating· under your theme of 
"Bless Israel '88". 

The list is imposing in every respect and one understands 
your emphasis when we read your statement "In Support of the 
Miracle" that was attached to the brochure. 

I simply wanted you to know that we, of the AJC, applaud 
both your initiative as well a.s your energy. If there are ways 
in which the knowledge, resources and contacts ·of the ~JC can 
be helpful to help you achieve your appealing objectives, I 
earnestly invite you to turn to us-unconditionally. 

But, of course, you already knew that. 

Bee: 
Shim9n_ Samuels 
Yaacov Pnini 
Bill Trosten 
Bert Gold. 
Jim Rudin/Judi Banki 

\,/"Marc Tanenbaum/George , Gruen 

Sincere!~} yours, 

0~{\. \, 'V~_'f 
Dr . M. Bernard Resnikoff 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

dateJa.nuary 13, 1988 

tol.dney Liskofsky /Marc 
lromM. Bernard Resnikoff 

subject 

Tanenbaum 

The violence that is breeding more violence in the West Bank 
is creating an imbroglio of interpretation, if not an out~ight 
embarrassment of affairs. 

Not as important as the loss of life, nor even the loss of fa~e, 
some of the discussion, in print and on the TV screen (both 
foreign and domestic) are getting downright silly. Questions 
about the Geneva Convention, international law, law and order, 
the rule of law, human rights - all intrude on a variety of actions 
taken by the Israeli auth'ori ties that includes abbreviated trials, 
alleged maltreatment, the. draw.ing of inferenc·es from the whitewash 
of the Shin Bet, and the fanciful elaboration from the mistake of 
serving inadequate food .to a prisoner, turned· into a charge of 
beastiality. (A good case .in point is . a · letter ' appearing in the 
January 10 issue of the New York Times by Father Hamiltqn, Canon 
of the Washington Cathedral w~ose charges of ·maltreatment by 
Israeli soldiers of Palest,tl,lians .somehow wind up as being violations 
of all the canons of in.ter11atiqna_l· law: isn't on the brink of being 
wicked; it }.s wicked). ., . · . . ·· · 

These events have led to consider the need for providing our members 
and friends with clear guidelines as to what is and what is not 
permitted, under inte+.J?.ational law, · as seen by our specialists here. 
This being so, I soug~t out and met with someone who has spent some 
15 years serving in the State. Attorney's office and is a specialist 
in international law 1 at .the . Ministry of Justice. His aredentials are 
first-rate and ' hav±n~~ r~~ently left the ministry, he is free to 
explain, and to ~fft~ ' without any restraints imposed upon se~ior 
aiv~l servants. ·• · 

3 
~ 

3 
0 .. 
a 
j 
a. 
c 
3 

.. . ... 
He is prepared, at our 'request, to provide short, pithy statements of 
ela~oration and interpretation to help our members ~nd friends better I 
understand the legal issues involved in, the· occupation and the variety ; 
of corrective actions being taken by the Mi'ni·stry of Defense at this time . 
Fees that will be charged ~re comparable to what we now . pay for weekly • 
summaries. He ' has agreed to write such statements .for us, at our behest. 
I show below a sampling 'of" the kind of topics about which he is 
prepared to write at once and would seem · to me to be quite relevant 
for our purposes: I present these ideas to you for your ;.·response and 
reaction and approval, if you so decide. 



' Th.inking ahead, such commissions could be undertaken at your directions~ 
Certainly there would be no obstacles in initiating such a series 
starting March 1. Let me know. 

TOPICS: 

The Legal System and the Courts 
./' 

Legislation by the Military Commander 

Supervision of the Military by Israel's Supreme Court 

Military Courts and their Rules of Evidence and Criminal Procedure 

Inhabitants' Legal Remedies against the Military 

Freedom of Movement - Deportati~n 

Freed0m of Speech and Freedom of the Press 

Demolition of Houses 

Arrest and Administrative Detention 

Land Law and the Expropriation of Private Land 

Taxation in the Territories 

~~U>Z ~~ 

cc: Bert Gold/Bill Trosten 

; . 
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1'11<? American Jewish CommUtee 

Shimon S1tmuels, Dl1~cror 

I FOR YOUR /NfUllM/t 1'/UN 
/ 

To: l\ll Alumni of the IAJIH 'Matthew and Edna Brown 
Young Israeli, 'Get to Know US Jewry' Program: 

I tlm happy to attach for your de.liberation, copies of the 
decision memos prepared by the l\JC Task Force on Arner.lean 
Jewish-Israeli Relations. In addition, please find a paper 
by Gary Rub.in entitled "American Jewish-Israeli Relations: 
History, Current Issues and the Role of the AJC." 

These materials are placed at your disposal so that you might 
have a clear picture of the thinking of the AJC Task Force 
prior to its arrival in Israel on February 22-25. The 
/\JC visitors are eager to engage in dialogue with you regarding 
positions in these documents and their thoughts on these issues 
as they develop. 

Wishing you a happy Hanukah. 

__ .. - ~-~-. -
~-· -· ···· .... 

? 

cc: Mordechai Gazit 
Bert Gold 
George Gruen 
Marc Tanenbaum./ 
Gary Rubin 
Yakir Tsur 
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Dear A.JC Leader: 

r--1.The American.Jewish ~Committee 
February 4, 1988 

Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022-2746 
212 751 -4000 

The current volatile situation in Israel and the occupied territories, which you have been 
reading and hearing about so much these past few weeks, has been of overriding concern 
for us here at A.JC. tt continues to be one of our highest priorities, occupying much of 
our time. More than likely, it promises to do so for a long time to come, at least until 
there is some end to the violence and steps are taken for a lasting peace. 

Let me assure you that we have never wavered in our support of Israel. Some aspects 
of its actions, as they have come through to us, understandably have been disturbing. 
But at all times we. have been mindful both of the historical context in which events 
t:tave taken place and of the on-the-scene provocations by the Palestinians. Whatever 
positions we take as an agency arise out of our firm commitment to Israel and our concern 
for its security. 

As soon as the disturbances first reached our attention, we moved on a number of fronts. 
Let me summarize some of these activities: 

1. U.S. Administration. We .have met ~h a wide range of top U.S. officials central 
to Middle East policy, from Secretary of State Shultz and key members of the 
State Department and the National Security Council. In each Instance, we 
expressed our solidarity with Israel, and urged that U.S. initiatives be taken 
that would use the current disturbances as incentive for renewed peace activiti8$. 
We are happy to note now that the U.S. seems to have begun just that. 

2. The Israelis. Both in the U.S. and in Israel, A.JC officers and staff have co.n
ferred regularty·with Israeli officials ..., to present our viewpoint, to suggest 
alternatives where that seemed called for, and to offer our assistance in inter
preting Israel's difficult problems. To give you a measure of what we have 
done: on three separate occasions in a matter of ten days, we met with the 
busy Israeli Ambassador to the U.S., both in his offices and in ours. Further, 
we sent cables to Prime Minister Shamir, Foreign Minister Peres, and Defense 

· Minister Rabin, expres5ing our concern over some of the measures used to bririg 
stability to the troubled area. 

3. The Jewish Community. We have kept in close touch with other major organi
zations in the American Jewish comm.unity, particularly with the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations (which is headed by our 
Honorary President, Morris B. Abram), so that a unified approach would be 
preserved in these difficult days. We joined with them in missions to Washington 
as well as in drafting common statements. · 
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4. The American Community. AJC's International Relations Department has prepared a series 
of baci<ground memorandums on the situation, keeping them continuously up to date. 
These have been widely distributed, and. hailed as the best and most useful analyses extant. 
While we have not sought out media contacts, in an effort not to enflame an already 
volatile situation, we have responded to calls from the media. Our President, Ted Ellenoff, 
and others at A.JC have appeared on numerous radio and lV programs a.nd have been 
quoted in newspapers and magazine articles. Where that ~as deemed to be ~lied for, we 
have arranged mee~ings for represe~ives of the American Jewish community with key · 
executives at ABC and other major media, urging them to place the situation in Israel 
into fairer perspective. Ahd we have started a series of consultations, in Washington . 
and elsewhere, with officials of religious, ethni.c. civic, and communal organizations with 
which we normally deal, helping them to understand the complexiti~s of the situation i~ 
Israel. 

5. The A.JC Communitv. All the materials that we have produced have been shared with our 
area offices, and our chapter leadership has been urgeq to pursue locally our efforts of 
constructjve interpretation. We are now duplicating our meetings with Jewish and general 
groups across the country, and we are certain they will add to· a more general sympathetic 
understanding of the difficult position of Israel. 

I am enclosing a copy of an Open Letter to the people of Israel from Ted Ellenoff that has appeared 
in the Jerusalem Post and in the Hebrew-language paper Davar. I think it accurately reflects the 
views of AJC's leadership. 

Obviously we are far from the end of this drama. We believe we have been effective, but there is 
a long way to go. Over the years we have consistently advocated direct negotiations for a peaceful 
solution between Israel, the concerned Arab states, and appropriate Palestinian representatives -
even if necessary under some kind of international umbrella. 

I assure you again that A.JC will continue to pa a _major player here. I welcome your views and 
comments, and will report to you again as events unfold. . 

BHG/cpa 
Enclosure 

Cordially yours, 

Bertram H. Gold 
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FebmJary 10., 1988 

Yaakov Pnirii 

Marc Tanenbaum 
• . · , . .. 

ISRAEL INTERFAITH COMMITTEE WERBLOWSKY .WIGODER EMANUEL HAVE ASlCED 

FOR MEETING WITH ME. PLEASE TELL THEM I AM EAGER TO DO SO. LET 1S· 

ARRANGE WHEN I ARRIVE -ON SUNDAY. ALSO PLEASE HAVE CBARIES IEVINE 

ISSUE PRESS RELEASE ON CONFERENCE IMMEDIATELY AND DISTRIBUTE 

WIDELY TO ISRAELI AND FOREIGN PRESS. LOOlt FORWARD TO SEEING 

YOU NEXT SUNDAY~ BEST REGARDS. 

MARC 



HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date February 8, 1988 

to Yaacov Pni_ni 

from George Gruen 

subject Yaakov Mer0n and Rabbi Sch l~s inger 

I h0pe you have spoken with Yaakov Meron as per my fax to you 
of January · 12. I just received c:tnother letter from him, dated. 6th 
Janua.ry ,and proposing a speech by Rabbi Schlesinger 0.f the Yeshiva 
<hn Sha labim on the ·subject nf~ ''Techn0 logical Innovation and Socia 1 
Polarization in Israel.'' 

As indicated i.n my January 12 memo,please invite Meron to all 
sessions, with the right to make briedf comments where appropriate, 
but not as a formal speaker. I wnuld extend the same courtesy to 
Rapbi Schlesinger. (Ihope· he sneaks Engl.ish.) 

Since the mails are so roor, I am relying on you to cn'11municate 
with Meron and (if you in Israel agree) also with Rabbi Sch.les inger. 
It should be made clear that neither can be a fo~al speaker since the 
program of spea'<,ers w~s finalized some tir.le ago and we need to leave 
time for discussion. Meron and Schlesinger are welcome to take part 
in that discussion. · 

By the way I never got any feedback on the January 12 memo with 
regard to the specific queries on Rabbi Mordechai Piron ( par. 4), 
Yirmiyahu Yovel (par. 7), Professor Menachem Freediman, (par. 8) and 
Yehuda Binn, who headed the 'Education for Democracy yJroject in the 
Ministry of Education (par. G), And Feb . 2 query en Yitshak Hildes-

. heimer. 
Have these people been invited? Are any of them coming? 

Attached: l-Atter from Yaakov MerC'ln 6 Jan, 88, GG memo of Janl2 (2 
pages) and ear.jtier Mer on letter 0f Dec. 13 ( 2 pa~es). 

cc: Marc Tanebaum ~ 
Sh irnon Samuels 
Charney Bromberg 
Gary Wolf 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

subject 
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January 7, 1988 

Ya' a.cov Pnini 

Gary wo'if 

Religion, State and Society Forum . 

cc: George Gruen 
Marc Tanenbaum ~ 
Charney :Rrol!!berg 

Attached is our latest version of the program for · the 
upcoming Forum. Please look it over. Especially imp-

D 
er 
El 

c 
c 
Ila 

• .. 

ortant now are spelling mistakes, eg. Tanenbaum (one "n"); 
Kelman (one "l")., Zalman Ab1-ar.10ff:-=Abr.r.1Mov, in the Davis Institt 
prrigram. 

Here .are a couple of titles: 

--Prof. Henry L. Feingold, · Professor of History, Baruch 
College and Graduate School of the City Univer
sity of New York, and Chairman, Academic Council, 
American Jewish Historical Society. 

--Prof. Michael Fishbane, Samuel Lane Professor of 
Jewish Religious History and Social Ethics,*) 
Brandeis University. 

- -Rabbi Wolfe :~e 1:-na n, Sxecu 1: :li1e Vice President, Rabb in-
. teal Assembly; ChnlrmRn, American Section of the 

~orJ~ Jewis~ Cnngress·; Adjunct Profess0r of History, 
Jel·iish T'.1eological Semj_n.::iry 0.f Americ.::t. (Fcither of n 
children ~·7h0 h,3'J.e ;:1::ide aliyah.) 

--Dr. George E. Gru·:.n, D~.rector, Israel c.: Hiddle East AffaU 
Division, lnter-naticnnl Relations Department, Americ 
Jewish Corn•nittee; Assoc i_atc of the CC'lltimbia Universj 
Seminar on the M~ddle East. 

Re garding travel and room arr.angem~nts. George Gruen spoke 
today with the f0 l lnwing: 

Henry Fei.!!Zold, arriving C'ln the 14th,probably with spouse, 
may stay on additional days at own expense, also will 
pay differential between single and double rat:e. 

Michael Fishbane, arriving Feb. 11, departing Sun. Feb. ~J 
Wolfe Kelman, arriving Feb. 14. Wili be staying at Preside 

Hotel. He s.:iy~ he c;in p,et special rate of c.$30 includ
ing breakfast .. Finds it difficult to wal~ stairs at 
Mishkenot. (Approved by 1'-farc Tanenbaum.) 

Please let us know what Misb'-:en0t ,,:ill be charging per night 
for single and f0r double. · 
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An International Forum on 

SOCIETY, STA TE AND RELIGION: n-tE JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

Jerusalem, February lS-17, 1988 

Cosponsored by: 

The lntemational Relations Department 
The American Jewish Committee 

The Leonard Davis Jnstitue 
for International Relations 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Preliminary List of Sessions, Topics, Principal Invited Speakers and Discussants 
.,,..--·-· ·- - - · . . . .. ........ --·-·- ·--~-

. - ·· ___ . (_ Chairman: Theod~re Ellenoff, President, The American Jewisn--....__ ~, 

/ ... - .. .... ··-- ~-~~~~tee ----··-····---·- ··- · -·--····-··- - --·· - ·- ·····-·-

day, February 15 
. > 

Morning Session: 9:00 - 1:00 (coffee break 11:00 - 11:20) 

9:10 - Wo IJ!elco~/ Remarks, Theodore Ellenoff 

9:20 - 9:40 

9:40 - 10:05 

10:10 - 10:30 

Opening Statement: President Chaim Herzog 

"Judaism - A Call for Change," Yehoshafat Harkabi, Director) 
Leonard Davis Institute 

Discussion 

Place, Role and Status of Religion in Contemporary Judaism 

10:30 - 11:00 l. "On The Interaction of Nationalism and Religion", Prof. R.J. 
Zvi .,, : I .. ., v·./~.-·hicv_:;;l..,..v 

11:30 - 11:15 Discussant: Prof. Emanuel Guttman 

11:15 - 11:30 Coffee break 

11:30 - 11:55 2. "Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition", Prof. Michael 
Fishbane 

11:55 - 12:10 Discussant: Zvi Zohar on Sephardi Pe rspectives 

12:10 - 1:00 p.m. General Discussion 

1:00 - 2:20 p.m. Luncheon break 
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Afternoon Sessior( 2:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

Chairman: 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 4:00 

4:00 - ·4:20 

4:30 - 6:20 

Place and Rple of Religion in the 
American Jewish Community 

"Judaism and Jewishness in the American Jewish Perception" -
overview by Prof. Henry L. Feingold 

Discussants: 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Rabbi Shlomo 
Riskin 

Coffee break 

General Discussion 
(Dinner for speakers and overseas guests, Leonard Davis Institute 
and AJC officials) 

Tuesday, February 16 

Morning Session: 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
I 

9:10 - 9:15 .Chai rman:_ Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director ofinternational 

9:15 - 9:40 

9:40 - 10:00 

10:00 - 10:20 

10:25 - 10:45 

10:45 - 11:00 

11:00 - 12:20 

11:20 - 12:30 

12:45 - 1:45 

Relations, AJC 

Role of Religion in The Diaspora 

1. Overview, Isi Leibler, ·President of the Asia Pacific Jewish 
Association 

2. Continental Europe, Prof. Shmuel Trigano 

3. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz, Head Rabbi , 
Associacao Religiosa lsraelita, Rio de Janeiro 

4. Russian Jews, Rabbi Eliahu Essas, former Soviet refusenik 

Interaction among panelists 

Cofee break 

General Discussion 

Luncheon 
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Afternoon Session: 2:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

2:00 - 2:30 

2:30 - 2:45 

2:45 - 3:45 

3:45 - 4:10 

4:10 - 4:25 

4:30 - 5:00 

Evening Session: 

c;'!cv , :> :.u· 
5:·l.S- 5:40 

5:40 - 6:00 

6:00 - 6:15 

6:15 - 7:00 

Role of;Religion in Israel 

Chairman: Zalman Abramov 

l. "The Jewish Characte'r of the State of Israel", Elyakim 
Rubinstein 

Discussant: Ruth Gavison 

Discussion 

2. "Poli tic al, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewish 
Society", Prof. Gabriel Sheffer 

Discw;sant: Moshe Lissak 

Coffee, tea, danish and fruit 

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

2. "The Status of Women in a Jewish State", Marilyn Safir 

Discussant: Naomi Chazan 

General Discussion 
(Dinner at leisure) 

Wednesday, February 17 

Morning Session: 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

Chairman£ Dr. George E. Gruen, Director of Israel and Middle 
East Affairs, AJC 

Strengthening Jewish Unity within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework 

9:00 - 9:25 

9:25 - 9:45 

9:45 - 10:10 

10:10 - 10:20 

l. Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, MK Shulamit Aloni 

Discussant: Dr. Daniel Trapper, Founder and Director, Gesher 

2. Role of the Media: Perceptions and Misperceptions, Hanna 
Zemer 

Discussant: Judith Eli tzur 
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10:20 - 11:00 Discussion 

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee Break 

1LL 
11:15 - 12:00 3. Mutual Impact Between Developments in\Diaspora and Israel, 

Prof. Charles Liebman, Prof. Avi Ravitzky 

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Discussion 

Lunch at leisure 

Afternoon Session: 3:30 - 6:15 p.m. at MishkenQt Sha'ananim 

Ccmclusion:. Ideas for the Future 

What Can We Do Together to Advance Mutual Respect and Solidarity 
between Israel and the Diaspora 

3:30 - 3:50 

3:50 - 4:10 

4:10 - 4:30 

4:30 - 4:50 

4:50 - 5:10 

5:10 - 6:00 

6:00 - 6:15 

6:30 - 7:15 

7:30 - 9:30 

George E. Gruen 
Disk/48 
1/7 /BB:ar 

') 

Chairman: bc:..-Tv-., ... H. Gold, Executive Vice-President, AJC ---··------
Greetir:igs by Mayor Teddy Kollek 

Avraham Harman, Prospects for the Future 

Hon. Yosef Burg 

Rabbi Chaim Druckman 

Rabbi Pesach Schindler 

General Discussion 

Summation 

Farewell Cocktail at Mishkenot 

Dinner meeting of speakers and overseas guests for informal off
the-record evaluation of the conference and recommendations 
for follow-up. 
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'lb: Geo~ Gruen 

Fran: Yaaoov Pnini 

· January 13,· 1988 

AJC ISRAEL 

socr·ETY, STATE ANO RELIGION FORUM: ' 

PAGE . 01 

1. The text of the final program should be ready in a few days. 

2. In our confirmation letters to the participants, we requested of 
them to send us a few lines of tt)eir bio. As soon as we have it, 
we shall fax to you. 

3. The program is closed. I have sent an invitation to or. Meron and 
Dr. Friedman. (Llst of invitees enclosed). 

4. Rabbi Mordechai Piron is still the Chief Rabbi of Switzerland . 
Peres' appointment of Rabbi Piron as special advisor on Diaspora 
A ff Air• wac an honor.:iry one and rauL lu LttndHcl tor the rabbl. ~o J)e 

on the •taff of the Foreign Office. 

5. I shall inform $hmuel Tr1gano. tsi Liebler is making his own arranqeri 

6 . ~v1 Ravitsky will not be in the country. He has, however, been invite 

URGENT: WHAT 00 WE DO WITH THE SMOOHA BOOKS? 
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f.1c.r '= t"- ...,, Dr. JSylvielBijaouilRav Ashi Sf Neve Avivtm!Tel A'viv 

") 

~ .. .,,1)·, -~) (/ .. ( ...... "[/ / 

Mr.JMoshelBar NerlRehov Iiryat Sefer 121Haifa 

Mr. IMichatGidronlRehov Maklis S!Petah Tikvah 

Ms. t RaeheftGioralRehov Pica 151Petah Tikva 

Mr,IYossilPnini!Rehov Ararat 21Jewish QuorterlJerusalem 

? Ms.IL~ahlShakdiellPOB 285!Yeruchem 

Ms. IRtvkelMfriamt.Fmeq Refaint 181Jerusalem 

HK.!AharonlAbuhazeralKneseetlJerusale~ 

MIC !Simc~a IDinitz I Knesset ?Jerusftlem 

MK,!MenachemtH&CohenlinessetlJerusalem 

HK.fShevahlWeisstKnesset!Jerusolem 

MK . IMordechailVirahubskilKnessetfJerusalem 

MK.tAvraham!VerdigerlXneseet!Jerusale~ 

MK.!DavidlLibaitineasetlJe~usalem 

MK. ! Menachem t.Porueh t Knesset I Jet'usalem 

MK.!YitzhaktPeretzlKneeset!Jerusalem 

MK.tDavid lZuckertXneasettJerusalem 

MY.. I Av•ahu I $h11oiru Ir ""r."~'"'t ' TnTllnfl, nm 

Hs.IMiriam lTasaer-GlaserlKnesset ! JerusnlP-~ 

MK . tze~ulunlHanmer t tneesetlJerusalem 

MX.tYitzhak!NavontKnessettJerusalem 

MlC.tYit%haklPeretz1Knesset1Jerusa1em 

MKIAmnontRubinsteinlKnessetlJerusale~ 

,~, .rlr' 
Ml-tAvrahamlBurg1'°9aeat!Jenisalem 

PAGE .02 
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Profeseor!S.N.fE.lzenstadtfRehov Radak 301Jerusalem 
Hr. !Walterf Eitanf Rehov Balfour 18!Jertts..'lleni 
Mr. llfananlBar OnfReho>1 Shalom Alek.hem 3!Jerusa1em 
Mr. IMordechailBarOn!Rehov MesariklJerusnlem 

. ,.~ Professor!RivkafBar Yosef'IRehov Berlin 6!Jeruaalem 
Professor!Arieh!Goren!Rehov N~yot a>IJerusBlem 
Mr.IDannylHelperinlBeit Eliyahu!Ibn Gvirol 2fTel Aviv 

I'"~ '''~ ·-M!ll. IEsther!HerliUIRehov Hayarkon 188a!Te1 Aviv 
fl •. Mr!DantTolkowskilTolkowsk.i and Partner!POB 39460fTel Aviv 

Mr. !NJ.ssim!Yosha!Ministry of F.tlucation!Rehov Paran!Jerusalem 
ProfesaorlReuvenfYaron!Kikar Magne~ 6!Jerusalem 

PAGE.03 

Mr.IAhron!Yariv!Center for Strategic EducationlTel Aviv 
UnivereitylRamat Aviv 
Mr.IBaruchlLevylRehov HaparBQ 48!Tel Aviv 
ProfessorlHenachemrHtlson!Kaf Tet ~'November 24!Jeruealem 
Mr. IMenachemfHeronrBeit Eliahu!Ibn Gvtrol 2fTel Aviv 
Mr.IEliJAntirlRehov Avrahem Ya'ari 5/131Jerusalem 
Ms.fAlizalAnilr-Zoharfkibbutz Baram!Herom Galil 
Mr.IMeirlAmitlRehov Hib&t Zion!RAmet Gan 
Mr.IDanielfRoaoliolRehov Arlosoroff 931Tcl Aviv 
Mr.IShalomlRosenfeldlMaarivlRehov Carlehach 2fTel Aviv 
Profeesor!NatanlRotenetreichlRehov Harcus 7tJerusalem 
Dr. I Alexander I Raphaeli I Rehov Disraeli 12 t Jeruseleni 

- :·· Professor!Emanu&llRockmanlBar !18ft Univer~lly!Ralll8t Gan 

Ht:-:\ • : ' It~~ n)ttn\,...J 

Hr.fRafifMannfHaarivtRehov IU.llel!Jerusolem 
l'fr.1Eliahu1Salpeterl8eit Haaret~IRehov Zelman Shoken 21JTel Aviv 
Mr.fArilRathlJerusalem Poat!POBox 81JJeruealem 
Mr.tGi donlRemezlKol IsrftellPOBox 10821Jerusalem 
Dr.IShlomo!SapirlPOBox 1032!Ramat llaSharon 
Dr . !JanetlAviadlKRB FundlRehov Marcus !!Jerusalem 
Mr. ILeonardfDavislRehov Keren Ilayesod 41 IJeruaalem 
Mr.!Israel!Katz!Center for Social Policy Re$eerchlPOBox 34891Jerusalem 
ProfeaaorlffilleltShuvallPOBox 21601Jerusalem 
Mr. I Mi rhael f.Eli~ud HaShohor 7t 8ei t tlakerem ! J~t"usalem: 
Profesaor I Yitzhak IGilnor !Rehov Kobovi 27 !Jerusalem 
Dr.IErnc9tfStock!Reh~v Sn~Jla Geon 11Jeru93lem 
Mr . INechamiei !Dagan !Rehov Ayah 291 Neve RomlR,..mAt: Hasharon 
Ms.IAmiralDotenlTzadekiahu lO!Beer Sheva 
Mr.IGidonlSemtlNeot Afeka!Leah 121Tel Aviv 
Mr . !HaimlShibtlRebov llaheyil 17/91Jeruaalem 
MK.JAbbalEb&nfKnesset!Jerusalem 
ProfessorlAr1P.hfCarmonl!nAtitutc Israel Oiaspvr~ RP.1Attong!Te1 Aviv 
Untvers1ty!Ramet Aviv 
Dr. Yaacov Meron 
Or. Hordechai Friedman 
Rabbi.Dr. Hordechai Halperin 
Meron bakson 

IA·· ~tnl'lffloNt"t~ 

fll• ·'°ffM\15\.. g'tl\.11~ 

Pr.IO~er1Schild1Haifa University!Mount Cermel!Haifa 

· -~ Dr .• IMenachemlFriedman!Haifa University!Mount ClrmellHsifa 

MKIU~ilBaram!KnessetlJerusalem 

MR. NAFI.'AUE 'RAAUS, MAARIV 

·' 
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Edward f E l ~on 
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Sholom 0 Com:iy 
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RohPr1 S Rilkind 
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David H. Pnircz 
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M imi Alperin 
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Arnolrt B. Gilrclr1pr 

Aita f H.111<Pr 

Dilvid tl ir~c:hhortl 
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Ann P t( ~ufru .1n , .. :· •·· 

AlfrP<I H M f\r,<>s 
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.IP.ron>f' . 1 Shr-<.t;ick , .. 
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M ;1ynarrl ' \N 1·. t11H•r 
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N:ithan A1>1>1Prniln 
David n. Fl>!Am.•11 

M:irt in G"nq 
Ru!h R. GnrldMcl 
Andrew Goodm:in 
R;tymoncl F. K•:iv i< 

Will1nm Ro"rnw :"\ '' ' 
Shirley M S1:il).1 cl 
E li~ '! 0. W;1trrrnnn 

M:1x M. Fi~her 
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John ~l:iwson 

___......__ ___ .,. The American Jewish 
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lf,1, !· , .. . !,;; c.., .. , ... , 
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Mr. Steven Riskin 
Program Officer 
The Ford Foundation 

Committee 

320 East 43rd Street 
New York, New York 10017 

Dear Steve: 

; ·.· ''·! ,:,1 1f\ 

January 12, 1988 

Following up on our phone conversation, I am pleased to 
enclose a copy of the letter of invitation to the JeIUsalem 
FoI1.llTl on Society, State and Religion we sent to lay leadership. 
I am also enclosing the latest version of the program. 

I have already relayed to JeIUsalem your suggestion to 
invite Yinniyahu Yovel. Professor Menachem Freedman of Bar Ilan 
was on my initial list of proposed participants . If after 
looking at the program you have additional names to suggest , 
please give me a call. (The Davis Institute and the AJC Office 
in Israel are inviting several hundred selected I sraelis. We 
haven't gotten the responses yet.) 

I look forward to seeing you on January 21. 

GEG:tm 

Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

George E. Gruen, Ph.D. 
Director 
Israel & Middle East Affairs 
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The American Jewish 
Committee 

PERSONAL 

Mr . Charles H. Bendheim 
President 
Philipp Brothers Chemicals, Inc. 
One Parker Plaza 
Fort Lee, New Jersey 07024 

Dear Mr. Bendheim: 

; , • • •: • , , I I I. Ir!" 1: ~ !'.'.\r • 1, 11 • • l fl •.; 

• I I • 
0 

.. , ~ ' • I ~ 

"' . . ·: . . · v. " ~ 111n;; 7 J.tr. 
'1'. 

,January 12, 1988 

Following up on our brief discussion during the Goldfarb 
shiva, I am pleased to extend a foilllal invitation to you and 
Els to participate in the sessions of the International Forum 
on "Society, State and Religion: The Jewish Experience," which 
we are cosponsoring with the Hebrew University in Je111salem, 
Feb111ary 15 through 17. 

I know this is a subject of deep concern to you and we 
would be honored if you could spare the time to attend and to 
participate actively in the discussion. I am enclosing a copy · 
of the memo we sent to AJC leadership outlining the objectives 
of the conference as well as a copy of the latest version of 
the program, listing confinned principal speakers and discussants • 

Please let me know whether you wil l be able to attend all 
or part of the conference and we will arrange to save seats for 
you. If you don't yet know for sure, please contact our Je111salem 
office when you arrive in Israel and give Mr. Ya'akov Pnini the 
details. The office is at 9 Ethiopia Street and the phone 
ntm1bers are (02) 228862 or 233551. 

I very much hope that you and Els will be able to participate 
in our con£erence and I look forward to seeing you in Je111salem. 

Cordially, 

g >'7-"-

Ar:CJge E. ~G111en, Ph.D. 

GEG:tm 

Enclosures 

cc: Ya'akov Pnini 
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HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date February 8, 1988 

to Yaakov Pnini 

from George Gruen 

subject Society, State and Religion ForlDll 

This is a response to your fax of February 7: 

1. Chainnen 
We are glad to hear that Abe Hannan has agreed to chair the opening 

session. I spoke with Marc. and we both agree to the switch suggested by 
Shimon Samuels. Marc will chair the Monday afternoon session on the American 
Jewish cormnunity and Shimon will take the Tuesday morning session on religion · 
in the Diaspora. · 

2. List of Participants 
·1 am attaching a copy of your list of participants with a few cor -

recti0ns on the overseas participants. I hope you will be getting the additional 
infonnation from the Israelis for both the participant list and additional biographical 
data for use by the chainnen . I am enclosing a. separate list giving the AJC af
filiations of A.JC . lay and staff participants. 

3. Regarding name tags for the participants,both ~1arc and I feel that it 
is both necessary and desirable to have name tags for participa.Flts. Please have 
them prepared. in advance for all participants who are confinned. This greatly 
facilitates social interchange during the coffee breaks, etc. If you use a 

·distinctive color for the official participants, including AJC lay people, it 
also makes it easier to keep the group together. The first few rows in con
ference room should be reserved for this first circle of participants. 

4. Bios 
Fuller bios are also being faxed for those we have. 

GEG:hb 

cc: Shimon Samuels ./ 
Marc TanenbalDll V 
Charney Bromberg 
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Biographies 

Harold H. Goldherg, .Jr. 
AJ Coliunittee Affiliations: Board of Governors; St.ecring Conunittee of Int'l 
Affairs Conunission; President, N.J Area of A.JC; former President, Metropolitan 
Chapter. (See full bio attached for business and other activities.) 

Bee Herrman 
Fonner Chai nnan Metropolitan New .Jersey Chapter; AJC, Hoard. of Governors; 
Women's Division of FcJeration; past Co-Cha i.nnan of Jewish l3eautiful 
Israel; Member, Steering Conunittce International Relations Corronission. 

Selma Hirsh 
Associate D.ircctor, /\.JC' slnstitute on American Jewish- Israeli Relations; 

Associate Director Emeritus, /lJC; mL·11tber, 13oarJ of Governors of AJC. 

Philip E. ~ioffman_. 
Honorary PresiJent of the American .Jewish Conunittee; serveJ as U.S. Representative 
to the llwnan Right~ Conuni~~lon of the Unitetl Nations from 1972 to 1975; National 
President of A.JC from 1%~l to El7:). · · 

Dr. George L Gruen, 11h. D. 
Director of the Tsrael anJ M.iJJlc l:LJst Affain; 11ivbion of the /\mcrican Jewish 
Cominittee; Associate or the Columbia University Seminar on the Mi<ldle East. Has 
taught internationa I relations ~1J1c..i Middle EL.1st politics and soc1al issues at 
Colu11ibia, Tou·ro , and Brookl111 and City Colleges of CUNY . 

J{abb.i Marc 1 I. TancnhLJwn 
Director of International. Relations llepartment of American Jewish Coi1unittee; 
Founder and currently chairman of the joint liaison committee of the Vatican 
Secretariat on Catholic-.Jewisil Relations and the International Jewish Conunittee 
for Inter.religious Consultations (IJClC); (Chainnan of IJCIC since January 1, 
1988.) Fonnerly, /\.JC's N;.itional lntcrrcligious Affairs Direct.qr for many years. 

Elaine Wishncr 
Northeastern Univ~ ty rcce i.ved BA; /\ttcnued C:h.icago lnst.i tute for Psycho-
analysis; Post Gr ate TcL.lchcr Education Program; Vice-President, d1icago 
Chapter /\.JC; M~mbcr N;1tional t:xccut.ivc Coum:il of A.JC. Since 1982 Staff and 
child development consultant, Chil<l Care of Evanston. 

Charney Bromberg 
Deputy ll.ircctor, Jntcrn;1tiona.l Rebti.ons llcpt. /\.JC; former Associate Director. 
of Natjonal Jewish Co11u11unity Relations A<lvisory Council an<l its Director of 
Middle East Affairs. 



HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date ·February 5, 1988 

to Yaakov Pnini 

from George Gruen 

. subject Society, State and Religion FortDTI 

Since time is running very short, here is a checklist· of matters re
quiring followup to assure they have been done: 

1. Chainnen. After speaking with Bert Gold, Zalrnan Abramov and 
Marc TanenbalDTI, we reconunended Morded1ai Gazit to chair Monday afternoon session 
on Place & Role of Religion in US Jewish Conun. His work with IA.JIR makes this 
esp~cially appropriate . I spoke with him by phone and he is agreeable. Please 
give him copy of Feingold paper and my memo to panelists. 

For opening session we recormnend Abe Hannan. Please check his avail
ability. If not, reply with suggestions. Zalman Abramov is ready to chair 
closing session Wednesday afternoon if we do not have someone strong to handle 
Druclanan et al . . Abramov continues to chair Tuesday Religion in Israel session. 

2. List of participants should include chainnen with their titles. Am 
faxing back your copy with corrections and additions. AJC participants, who are 
not chainnen, should be included among those who have said yes to your invitations, 
if you have that list, otherwise at bottom of speakers and chainnen list. At 

. present, AJC raffaliated persons 1vho are coming from the United States
1 

other than chairmen,are Harold Goldberg, Elaine Wishner, Selma Hirsh, f>h1lip 
& Bee Hoffman,- Charney Bromberg. Marc TanenbalDTI and George Gruen are chairmen . 
Davis Institute and AJC Israel Office relevant staff should also be included~ 

.3. Recording and reporting of sessions. · In addition to taping, we need 
graduate student or other note-takers who can prepare overnight brief 4-6 page 
sµrmnaries of session key points. They should save notes for longer st.m1111aries later. 

4. Host/hostess to keep list of name and affiliation of all persons 
attending any session. Also to give out name tags. Tags for official participants 
should be prepared in advance. Color code or use other device to differentiate from 
"amecha" tags. · 

S. Publicity. Have ads been placed yet in the Jerusalem Post and Hebrew 
press? Have reporters been contacted? Am I correct that only 13 persons have said 
yes so f~r? Please check with Charlie Levine, Gabby Sheffer et al what more can be 
done . Marc is working on press release we hope to have ready to Fax you on Monday. 
Send us copy of anything issued thus far on your end. 
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6. Givin information about and rovidin ortation for AJC'ers 
and foreign guests to an rom special events, e.g. opening night dinner, lunch 
provision at Hebrew U. cabs back to city after Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday 
morning session. · 

7. On further reflection, M3rc and I feel that we should not have a 
formal dinner session after the closin~ reception on Wednesday afternoon. lhe 
participants wil~ be tired by then, an will be either plahning to depart or to see 
family and friends. If you have not yet made unalterable corrnnitments, let's 
leave Wednesday night at leisure. If some people want to have dinner together 
fine, but not as working session to evaluate the conference. 

Please confirm receipt of this fax. 

GEG:hb 

cc: Marc Tanenballlll 
Shimon Samuels 
Gabby Sheffer 



Dr. George Gruen 
February 4, 1988 

Dear Bee and· Phil : ( i.J,. f'{'Y! <1 ;1'.) 
I am enclosing the latest official program 
of the conference in .Jerusalem, which I have 
just gotten from _Israel. 

I am also enclosing the paper by_ Henry Feingold. 

Please note that you are invite<l for dinner 
on J\ibnday night February 15. Pl e:.ise check 
with the lsrael office on arrival about any 
other special arrangements . 

I will be arriving on February 11 and can be 
reached at the King Davi<l. 

l look forward to seeing. you in Jerusalem and 
to your acti vc participa tiun in all the sessions 
of the conference. 

n Tho Ame•;<On Jow;•h ~Committee 
- - - ---- -------------- ----- -- --- ---------

Institute of Human Relations. 165 East 56 Street, New York. NY 10022-2746 • 212 751-4000 



HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date February 2, 1988 

to · Yaakov Pnini 

from George E. Gruen.$~. 

subject Various 

I. Society, State and Religion Conference 

cc: David Geller 
Shimon Samuels 
Marc Tanenbaum 
Charney Bromberg 
Gary Wolf 

1. I hope you have by now received my express letter of 1/29 enclosing 
covering notes to Shlomo Riskin and Richard Hirsch and one copy each 
of the papers by Henry Feingold and Michael Fishbane. 

2. As per our phone conversation, Sunday, please have copies hand 
delivered to Riskin and Hirsch of the Feingold paper and if possible 
also the Fishbane paper. 

3. Please hand deliver a copy of the Fi shbane paper to Zvi Zohar. 
Please also invite Prof. Ora Zahar to the conference. She is at-the 
Hebrew U. School of Education and has been involved in projects with 
high school teachers, both Arabs and Jews, on how to inculcate values 
of democracy and pluaralism. She is American-born but long ago made 
aliya. She happens to be Zvi's mother in addition to her own credentials. 
Her home address is 19 Hovevei Tzion,the phone number is 632-042 in 
Jerusalem. 

4. The following is biographical information for Professor Srunuel 
Trigano : Professor of Sociology, University of Paris ; Direc.tor, College 
of Jewish Studies at the Alliance Israelite Universelle; Editor, Review 
of Jewish Studies, Pardes. 

5. Please Fax us list of all speakers and respondents with their 
official titles. We need a copy here for press purposes. To reiterate, 
please make sure wi t h the Davis Institute that such a list be handed out 
together with the program at the conference. If you have confinnations 
of others who will attend, please have a list of other conference 

6. registrants, with titles where you know them, also sent to us.(Provision 
should be made to register persons who come to individual sessions. We 
need this to identify speakers on the tape and also because we wish to know 
who our audience was. Even if this is not Hebrew U. practice, it is AJc's. 
For · assessing . the conference and for followup, it is good to know who 
participated in any way. (Do you plan to have name tags for participants?) 

7. Isi Leibler is leaving today and, will be coming to Jerusalem tomor
row. He is staying at King David Hotel. Please arrange to have copy of 
his paper pi~ked up from him and copies made for us and for Hebrew U. and 
also for the participants in his session. (It is probably too late to send 
to Graetz and Trigano, so please give ci1em tothem on arrival in Jerusalem.) 

II. Please Fax again 5-page report on Co-existence at a Crossroads and Feb. 
2 Jerus. Post article on Shoshana Miller. Both have lines garbled. Thanks 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date January 12~ 1988 

to Ya'acov Pnini 

from George Gruen 

subject Society, State and Religion Forum 

1. In response to your FAX of January 10, please be sure to FAX us 
the final text of the program before the Hebrew University goes 
to press. We want to make sure it has no errbrs in spelling, etc. 

2. We still urgently need titles of conference participants, even if 
you do not intend to include such information in the program. We 
need the titles for our press releases, and also. fo.r session 
chairmen who will he int roducin g the speakers (th~ chairmen also 
.need some additional biographical information) . 

3. As I mentioned to you on the phone,please invite Dr. Ya'akov · 
M~ron (of the Ministry of Justice) to participate in all ses
sions. In response to his letter to me of Dec. · 13,which I just . 
received, please inform him tha~ unforturiately,we do not have room 
:for atld.i t ion a 1 for ma 1 spea kc rs. llowc vc r, Dr . Mc ron' s proposed 
topic (see attached letter), "Religion and State in Israel as 
seen by Arabs'', is relevant. We would appreciate it if he could 
make brief comments on this during the discussioh. Depending on 
the time available, either Tu esday afternoon or Monday morning 
would seem appropr i ate . · 

Regarding the two other individ~als that Mcron recommends: 
I would invite them to attend (not as formal speakers, though) 
unless there is a strong objection from your end or from Davis 
Institute to their participa~ion. 

4. When I earlier suggested inviting Rabbi Mordechai Piron, Shimon 
Peres' special advisor on Diaspora affairs, Shimon Samuels res
ponded that everyone ~greed it would be a good idea to invite 
him. Was he invited? Will he be ~ttending? (See attached 
clipping). · 

5. This is to confirm that our invited guests will be staying at 
Beit Meirsdorf. Please send us exac~ directions on how to get 
there 'by taxi, since people will be arriying with luggage. Please 
no.tify Shmuel Trigano and Isi Leibler of the change. 

6. David Harris has reported to us how impressive Avi Ravitzky 
was at the sessions he attended. I hope it will be possible 



Gruen to Pnini/2 

f~r him to attend the conference, at least for one session. 

7. Please discuss with Gabi Sheffer whether to invite Yirmiyahu 
Yovel, dire~tor of the Jerusalem International Spinoza Institute, 
Mishkenot Sha'ananim, P.O.R. 821~, Jerusalem, 91081. According 
to a colleague ~t the Ford Foundation, Yovel has held confer
ences on religious~secuJar relations. 

8. The same source also recommends Professor Menahem Freedman, the 
expert on the Haredim . He is at Bar Ilan University. Freedman 
has been -o~ our list of suggested invitees since day one. I hope 
he . was invited and will attend. 

9. What about Yehuda Binn (spelling?) who is in charge of the 
Education for Democracy project at the Ministry of Education. 
We met him he~e last fall and he is knowledgahle. 

10. Please also send us by FAX right away the full list of invitees. 

cc: ~(Marc Tanenbal;i) 
Shimon Samue;l.s 
M. Bernard .Resnikoff 

P.S. ls this Avner Shaki? And w~~t is his title? 



[start]

Original documents 
faded and/or illegible 
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Dr . George Gruen 

hM:~ r i CC!n Je 1od sh Comr. i t t.t. l.· 

!n~~itule of Eum~n fic!itl0~~ 

1 G~ Enst 5( Stre~l 

t;n: Yot'I: , r:y i C..C·C-2 

u . ~ . .G. 

IJ<:<. r· George, 

1~' .12.8? 

Th~nk you fer ent.rus~ini: r .. c• with <• c01·Y of U :c: 

dr2ft prograrr. cf tht s<:iH:dt:led "International For1..1n: 

or. Society , Stc.tP. and Religi on". 

As agreed between us, l &ave sor~ thought to the 

topics c:nd tt:e S'1eakE:rs c.nc I woulC: like to propcst 

three names: 

1 • Rabbi Dr . Hordechc.i Halpc·rin. 1;e is c doctor of 

medicine, teactiing at the Fciculty of Medicine in 

Jeruseilem, lie ad of tt-.e Schlt>ssin£er Inst itute at the 

Sha ' arei Tsedek Hosp~tal and editor of the 

medico-halachik periodical "Asia" . I heard hirn 

lecturl' in a quite satisfactory English. Above all 

he is an excellent Talmid Hakham. He also had a 

brilliant military past, as commander in the 

par achutists. Ttie subject he is thinking of 

proposing is something like "Medical Ethics Bridging 

Social Gaps". 

'l 2. R<ibbi Schlessinger. former Rabbi of Kibbut z 

Sha ' alab im (midway between Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem) 

and now the head of the Yeshiva in the same kibbutz. 

He is a very interesting speaker, but I never heard 

him in English. Owing t o his absence from the 

country, (he is now in the St~tes) , I have not yet 

been able to contact him. I guess, however· , that he 



• 

is c: l so good in h1t,li~l ii • \! !: w c.f lht:- f; .. c t. lt:<:t he 

is f.ntrusled \..ilh r:i~::ions t. c.; t.! :• ~t. :, tc~ ~ . 

:, . t:,ys~lf . i off< r tt .e si.;LjE-c.t: "Eeligior. r.n<.i 

St ztc in lsr2el ~5 ~t~n ty fr ?ts". 

1 1.;iJl rict lJt. ::;uq:.rist:c if ti !\· L" cn;.rd {J;,vic 

insti tutE:- wo1,;lci ohject to sorit or ~11 of tt:E- narres 

,:.reposed he:r<:, lJ~e:c:;t,;~i.; for the o)d f. strblishr.a~r.t 

which was in poucr until 1977 , tlit:s<· nc:r.es an. f c:;r 

toe unorthocox. Ho1orev er. if you gi Vt.. i 11 to I.he: i r 

objection you will find yourself with tl·E st~le 

dist,\o:ater . only too wd 1 knc\.:n irt the pr.st arid 

h~ving hardly any cont~nt or mess~(e for the future. 

By the WC>Y. la;.ve you tried t.o enl isl Rabbi ccrmc;n 

frorr. t.lte Lincoln Squc;rc: Syric;gogue? I he~rcl him in 

his synagogue during my last 

was very mud1 imprf· ssed. 

been Principal of tbe 

l~: z M~nn S+~ 
~Y'ws~fto/' 'f 311° 

Stern 

stay in New fork and 

l W2S told th<.>t he ht.d 

Colleee in New York. 

'fours !:iinccrely. 

ill. Ya'il:6!.~ rz,~ 
'J) i .... J rt I ..Is '~ tltf ;(., l" w D; v l.1 , ~ 
/ii.,,,·~+7 ~ \J~s* d.-
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An International Forum on 

SOCIETY, ST ATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988 

Cosponsored by: 

The International Relations Department 
The American Jewish Committee 

The Leonard Davis Institue 
for International Relations 
The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 

Preliminary List of Sessions, Topics, Principal confirmed Speakers and Discussants 

Monday, February 15 Morning Session: 9:00 - 1:00 Opening Session 

Chairman: Theodore Ellenoff, President, The American Jewish 
Committee 

9:10 - 9:20 

9:20 - 9:40 

9:40 - 10:05 

10:10 - 10:30 

Welc_oming Remarks, Theodore Ellenoff 

Opening Statement: President Chaim Herzog 

"Judaism - A Call for Change," Prof. Yehoshafat Harkabi, 
Director, Leonard Davis Institute 

Discussion 

Place, Role and Status of Religion in Contemporary Judaism 

Chairman: 

10:30 - 11:00 

11:00 - 11:15 

11:15 - 11:30 

11:30 - 11:55 

1. "On The Interaction of National ism and Religion", Prof. R.J. 
Zvi Werblowsky 

Discussant: Prof. Emanuel Guttman 

Coffee break 

2. "Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition", Prof. Michael 
Fishbane, Professor of Jewish Religioµs History and Social 
Ethics, Brandeis University 

Note: Ali sessions will be held in the Truman Institute Building, Mount Scopus 
Campus of the Hebrew University, except for the concluding session, Wednesday 
afternoon, Feb. 17, which will be at Mishkenot Sha'ananim. 
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12:10 - 1:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 2:20 p.m. 

-2-

General Discussion 

Luncheon break 

Afternoon Session: 2:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

Place and Role of Religion in the 
American Jewish Community 

Chairman: 

2:30 - 3:00 

3:00 - 4:00 

4:00 - 4:20 

4:30 - 6:20 

"Judaism and Jewishness in the American Jewish Perception" -
overview by Prof. Henry L. Feingold, Professor of History, 
City University of New York 

Discussants: 
Rabbi Richard Hirsch, Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Executive 
Vice-President, Rabbinical Assembly; Rabbi Shlomo 
Riskin 

Coffee break 

General Discussion 
(Dinner for speakers and overseas guests, Leonard Davis Institute 

and AJC officials) 

Tuesday, February 16 

Morning Session: 

9:10 - 9:15 

9:15 - 9:40 

9:40 - 10:00 

10:00 .: 10:20 

10:25 - 10:45 

9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

Role of Reli9ion in The Diaspora 

Chairman: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of International 
Relations, AJC 

1. Overview, Isi Leibler, President of the Asia P<;icific Jewish 
Association 

2. Continental Europe, Prof. Shmuel Trigano 

3. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz, Head Rabbi, 
Associacao Religiosa Israelita, Rio de Janeiro 

4. Russian Jews, Rabbi Eliahu Essas, former Soviet refusenik 



10:45 - 11:00 

11:00 - 12:20 

11:20 - 12:30 

12:45 - 1:45 

-3-

Interaction among panelists 

Coffee break 

General Discussion 

Luncheon 

Afternoon Session: 2:00 - 4:30 p.m. 

Role of Religion in Israel 

Chairman: Zalman Abramov · 

2:00 - 2:30 1. "The Jewish Character of the State of Israel", Elyakim 
Rubinstein 

2:30 - 2:45 Discussant: Ruth Gavison 

2:45 - 3:45 Discussion 

3:45 - 4:10 2. "Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewish 
Society", Prof. Gabriel Sheffer 

4:10 - 4:25 Discussant: Moshe Lissak 

4:30 - 5:00 Coffee, tea, danish and fruit 

Evening Session: 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

5:00 - 5:25 

5:00 - 5:40 

5:40 - 6:00 

6:00 - 6:15 

6:15 - 7:00 

Chair: Elaine Wishner 

l. "Identification of the Main Issues and Groups with Regard to 
the Secular-Religious Cleavage", Prof. Sh lo mo Avineri 

Discussant: Prof. Uzi Ornan 

2. "The Status of Women in a Jewish State", Marilyn Safir 

Discussant: Naomi Chazan 

General Discussion 
(Dinner at leisure) 
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Wednesday, February 17 

Morning Session: 9:00 - 1:00 p.m. 

Strengthening Jewish Unity within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework 

Chairman: Or. George E. Gruen, Director of Israel and Middle 
East Affairs, AJC 

9:00 - 9:45 l. Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, MK Shulamit 
Aloni and Prof. Avner Shaki 

9:45 - 10:00 Discussant: Dr. Daniel Trapper, Founder and Director, Gesher 

10:00 - 10:20 2. Role of the Media: Perceptions and Misperceptions, Hanna 
Zemer 

· 10:20 - 10:30 Discussant: Judith Elitzur 

10:30 - 11:00 Discussion 

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee Break 

11:15 - 12:00 3. Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and 
Israel, Prof. Charles Liebman, Prof. Avi Ravitzky 

12:00 - 1:00 p.m. Discussion 

Lunch at leisure 

Afternoon Session: 3:30 - 6:15 p.m. at Mishkenot Sha'ananim 

3:30 - 3:50 

3:50 - 4:10 

4:10 - 4:30 

4:30 - 4:50 

4:50 - 5:10 

Conclusion: Ideas for the Future 

What Can We Do Together to Advance Mutual Respect and Solidarity 
between Israel and the Diaspora 

Chairman: Bertram H. Gold, E?<ecutive Vice-President, AJC 

Greetings _by Mayor Teddy Kollek 

Avraham Harman, Prospects for the Future 

Hon. Yosef Burg 

Rabbi Chaim Druckman 

Rabbi Pesach Schindler 



5:10 - 6:00 

6:00 - 6:15 

6:30 - 7:15 

7:30 - 9:30 

-5-

General Discussion 

Summation 

Farewell Cocktail at Mishkenot 

Dinner .meeting of speakers and overseas guests for informal off
the-record evaluation of the conference and recommendations 
for follow-up. 
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THE· AMERICAN JEWISH COMMl.TTEE 

.....v71l!)) 

date January:-?, 1987 U R G ENT · 

· to Marc Tanenbaum 

from George. Gruen-~ 
subject ISRAEL OFFICE RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTH9RITY RE RELIGION CONFERENCE 

. . 
I had a lengthy conversation with Yaakov Pnini on the details of · 
the Forum on Society, State and Religion.As hinted in his memo to· 
Bert Go l d of today's date, there is a real probl em -of authority. 

Pnini does not feel competent to make the necessary deci"sions and 
follow up with the Hebrew Un iversity. He reque·sted that · I come over. 
immediately to take charge. I told him that this was impo ssible 
because of my commitments here. 

I asked why Bernie Resnikoff could not take charge of this while 
Samuels was away (at the_~.sr.~el.J.,gr!J.rrJ and then · in US)? Pnini 
replied that Resni_~9J:Lt.QJ]r··11fnr~'lt1at'.r.-ne wou.ld not touch this conf
erence unless he received fonnal direction from Bert Gold or Bfll . 
J..~~~ ..... ~to, assume charge of the office. (Betwe~"gbt 
nle1mpress ion that B~rn i e does i not want to· act unless and unt fl 
Shim.on Samuels is formally out . )· 

. . 

. I thought that Bernie's presence in Israel during Feb~uary meant that 
he would be available part time at least. Pnini told. me that .Bernie · 
indicated tha~ ~e w~s ~ta~:~~~.~~~:~?.'. .E,~i.:r~""~gjJ~j>J~"'~q!,',.. .. 1:r(~~J:-infil .. wj_tb;_.;., 

,-;~ert Gold. Pn1~_~_ . sa1d that·-m""a·ac1Tt1-0n to the rel1g1on conference, 
· "ther"Ef'""~is';<-th~~~-~k_.F.o.r.ce~--sess.fons as well as the preparations for 
moving the office, all to be done in thernext few weeks . 

. ~-·-, ... -
This problem requires immediate ·action. Please let me know what 
is decided to end the present state of chaos. · 

cc: Bert Gold 
Bi 11 trosten 
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TOI Bert Gold / 
From: Yaacov Pnini 

Janaury 7, 1988 

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION FORUM& 

·Monday January 4, 1988 was the first time ~hat Shimon Samuels had 
asked for my help in the administration of th-1s conference. 

Yesterday, Wednesday morning, I met with Gaby Shefer and Hannah Thee 
at the Davis Institute. 

~
I shall do all I can to help 1.n the succesa of this conference, but 
I am qoi.nq on reaoitd :_that I cannot take responsibility for the outcome 
of any mishandling aone to date, some of which I reported by phone 
to George Gruen. 

A8 there are many ad hoc decisions to be made, I cannot rely on the Fax 
and shall be phoning more frequently. I .=.•hall be relying on Gaby 
Sheffer for deciaiona on program a~ budget previously agreed upon, 

cc: Bill Trosten / 
George Gruen 
Marc Tanenbaum 
Charney Bromberg 

• 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date Jan. S , 19 8 8 

to Shimon Samuels 

from Gary Wolf 

subject Religion, State, and Society Conference 

Sorry for the delay in answering you. George has been on 
vacation this past week; he will be back tomorrow. So all 
of your queries will get a response within a day or two. 

Please re-FAX your FAX to George of Jan.S. A couple of linei 
were il1egible. 

Please take a look at the program enclosed herein. 
sure that Gabi sees it. We need to know the proper 
of the participants. You will s ee that I pencilled 
already (sorry, but our word processing computer is 
working at the moment). Could you complete it, and 

Also make 
titles 
in a few 
not 
send back? 

We have been discussing the printing of the final program. 
How are printing costs there? What do you think of using a 
hard cover sheet with a paragraph or two on AJC and Leonard 
Davis? Charney and Marc thought that this might be a ]ood 
idea . 

As I mentioned in my FAX. to you of Dec. 28, Rabbi Graetz would 
like to stay at Mishkenot the nights of Feb. 11-17. Please 
confirm , so I can wrap up arrangements with him: 

P.S. - Regarding titles: Please include names of institutions 
that are represented by the participants, eg. Prof. Yehosha1 
Harkabiw Director, Leonard Davis Institute~ Hebrew Universi1 
of Jerusalem. 

Charney Bromberg, George Gruen 
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The American Jewish 
..__---L.--.1 Committee 

Dr. Pesach Schindler 
United Synagogues of America 
P.O.Box 7456 
J erusalem 

Dear Pesach, 
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v~:!{l?:'!C" ji~~J .. .i.' Sl1inH..1fl S&ntucfs 
~;~)!:l Dii l~C!Ot 

December 8, 1987 

Pursuant to our conversation at the Zionist Conference, 
I am aelighted to invite you to participate in the concluding 
discussion of our international forum in co-sponsorship with the 
Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations on 
"Society, State and Religion: the Jewish Experience", to be 
held on February 15-17, 1988. 

Your session will be held in the afternoon and evening 
of Wednesday February 17 and is tentatively titled, "Conclusion: 
Ideas :for the Future - What We Can Do Together to Strengthen 
Jewish Unity Within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework". 
The session will be chaired by Arne~ican Jewish Committee's 
President Theodore Ellenoff and . your f~llow speakers will be 
Avraharn Harman, Teddy Kollek and Yosef Burg. 

I will Bend you a complete pr.ogram in due course. 

Best regards, 

cc: Bertram Gold 
George Gruen 
Marc •ranenbaum/ 

Sincerely, 

Shimon Samuels 
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TO: . George Gruen 

From.: Shimon Samuels 

December 24 1 i987 

¢ 
SOCI ETY, STATE AND RELIGION: 

SHUBERT SPERO: 

I have spoken to Spero. Althouqh, in principle, he would have 
accept ed our invitation, he will be in the US during the term 

· break which ends February 23.and does not yet have his r e t ur n 
f l ight date. 

He says that .he will finalize this within 10 days, but aqrees 
that we cannot count on him, Any other sugqestions? 

I have sent a draft of the program to Rich&rd Hirsch who, also 
in pr inciple, agrees to participate in the round table , 

cc : Be rt Gold 
Marc Tanenhat.im / 
Bill Trosten 
Gary Wolfe 
Charney Brombe rg . 



> Dr. George Gruen 

n The Am .. kan Jowi•h ~Committee · 

Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022-2746 • 212 ?51-4000· 
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October 13, 1987 

Dear· Mr./ Mrs. ----
We would like to invite you to participate in an international forun on 

"Society, State, and Religion: The Jewish Experience", to be held in 

Jerusalem from February 15-17, 1988. 

The . forum, which is being cosponsored by the Leonard Davis Institute for 

International Relations of the Hebrew University and the International 

Relations Department of the American Jewish Committee, will be attended 

by noted Jewish scholars, persons active in Jewish communal life in 

Israel and the Diaspora, and prominent Israeli political and religious 

representatives. The conference is to be opened by the Pres.ident of the 

State, Mr . Chaim Herzog. (A general outline of the progrCDn is 

attached.) 

One of the strengths of the Jewish people i .n the face of oppression and 

assimilation has been the ability to adapt to changing conditions while 

preserving ancient values and traditions. Evolution has continued to 

· the present day; contemporary Jewry contains within it a broad spectrum 

of movements, cultures, and lifestyles. Al though various groups 

interpret the faith in different ways, they have generally sought to 

maintain solidarity and unity of spirit. 
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The state of Israel has been charged with a formidable task: creating at 

t ·he same time a Jewish state and a modern, pluralistic democracy . Over 

the years, unity has been maintained w·htle competing groups have 

attempted to mold the character of the state. In recent years, however, 

the delicately balanced process has been disturbed . Bi.Jrnt Torah scrolls 

and vandalized bus stations are grim reminders that some have lost sight 

of "Ahavat Yisrael", preferring violence over a peaceful continuation of 

the process of self-definition. 

It ls because of our concern over the increasing signs of polarization 

that we have organized the present forl.ITI . Our objectives are to explore 

ways to increase mutual understanding and to foster a spirit of 

tolerance and respect among the diverse elements of contemporary 

Judaism . Participants, expressing their own personal experience and 

beliefs , ·will be presenting varied (and often conflicting) ,points of 

view. The discussions may become heated, at times, but we are confident 

that the rules of civility .and propriety will be maintained. 

In addition to the major speakers, there will be a "second circle" 

of other concerned scholars, and religious and communal leaders who we. 

hope will take an active part in discussions generated by the presenta

tions. Our "third .circle" will consist of an invited audience of 

educators, colll!lnists and others actively concerned with state-religion 

and Israel-Diaspora issues. We would be pleased if you could be 

preseni, making your own unique contribution to the understanding of 

society, state , and religion in Jewish life. 

6333-IRD-2:AR 



An International Forun on 

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988 

.· 
Cosponsored by: -

The International Relations Department 
The American Jewish Conunittee 

The Leonard David Institute 
for International Relations 
The Hebrew Uni~ersity of Jerusalem 

Preliminary Ust of Sessions, -Topics and Principal Invited Speakers 

Monday, February 15 

t<k>rning Session: 

·opening Statement: President Olaim Herzog 

Place, Role and Status of Rellgio~. in Contemporary Judaism 

1. "On lnteractlon of Nationalism and Religion" Zvi ~erblovsky 

2. "Pluralistic. Elements in Jewish Tradition," Michael Fishbane 

Afternoon Session:· 

Place and Role of Religion in the 

American Jewish Coll)lllunity 

"Judaism and Jewishness in the .American Jewish Perception" -- A historical 
overview by Henry L. Feingold 

Round Table Discussion: Rabb_i Norman Lamm~ Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
Rabbi Harold Schulweis, Rabbi · \\Olfe Kelman. 
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Tuesday, February 16 

fwbrning Session: 

Role of Religion in The eommo·nwealth, 

Western Europe, Latin America 

and Among Russian Jews 

1. Continental Europe, Dr. Ady Steg 

2. English-speaking Jewish communities, Isl Lieble~. 

3. Latin America, Rab~l Roberto CEaetz 

4 . Russian Jews, Rabbi El iahu Ess·as 

Afternoon and Evening Session: 

Role of Religion in Israel 

1 . Tolerance and other Values of Israeli Democracy, Adin Steinsaltz 

2. Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewish Society, 
Gabi Sheffer 

3 . On the Role of Women in Religion in Israel, t-1arllyn Seffer 

4. Identification. of the Main Issues and Groups with Regard to the 
Secular-Religious Cleavage, Shlomo Av!nerl 

Wednesday, February 17 

f'brnlng Session: 

Strengthening Diaspora and Israeli Pluralism and Democracy 

1. Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, Zvulun Hammer, 
Amnon Rubinstein 

2. Role of Media, Hanna Zemer 

3. Mutual Impact Between Develo pnents ln the Diaspor.a and ISrael, 
Daniel Elazar, Charles Liebman 
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Afternoon and Evening Session : 

Conclusion: Ideas for the Future 

What We Can Do Together to Strengthen Jewish Unity 

Within a Democratic, Pluralistic Framework 

Olairman: Theodore Ellenoff 

Prime Minister Yitz.hak Shanir 

Fore ign Minister Shimon Peres 

Yosef Burg . 

Avraham Harman 

Teddy Kollek 

Rabbi Yitzhak .Peretz {Shas) 

Sunmation : Stuart Eizenstat 

6446-(IRD-1) 
10/13/87: AR 
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To: . George Grll(;n 
rroms shi~on saliiuelQ 

September 29; 1987 

AJC ISRAEL 

Religion, State, Society co~ference: 

PAGE. 0.1 

1~ I spoke with Gaby Shefer today.· He .expressed very firm objection to 
excludinq journalists. First, thie would meAn that there would be 
no ·''third .. circle" or audience for wid.e effec~J second, ads would 
be going into the prese1 third, ~nv~tations once sent out cannot 
be controlled· and·, inevitably, journal iats will turn · up. Gaby 
requests an immediate re~ponse on this point, otherwise, he clai.rni, 
it will be impossible to hold the conference on the date decided 
upon. 

2. Gaby feels that the word "Symposium"· has· the connotation ~f . a str1·c1; 
presentation of paper.s, 1.e no room for ·an -. exchange of vi~ws. He wo~id 
prefer the term • Internat16nal For~' if -''dialogue" 18 not acceptable. 

3. Justic~ Men~chem Elon- aannc>t p~rticipate·~ The alternative ·1s Profe$sor 
Bar•k, presently in Harvard where he will remain .until the end -of . · 
oc;ober. Gaby requests that you make direct contact .with him there. 

4. Elihu Katz will be away: __ we are thus· turning to first alternativ~, 
Hannah Zemer. 

5. Ga.by will. .~e the invitations to Charles Liebman, Ismar Schorch and/ ~r 
Rabbi Rackman. . .. 

6. ~by requests an exact figure. of how many ~nd_ividua1s wa will l>e Briil~1 
from the U.S. and/or Europe ~n order to confirm with Mishkenot. 

Please advise. . ' 

.. .. 
cca Bert Gold 

<:Marc Tanenbaum:> 

. SS/ ml/9 i 29 

I . 
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Toi George Gruen 

Fromi Shimon Samuels 

co 1 Bert Gold,(Marc Tanenbauiii';} Gary Rtibin, Sana Rabino· 

~eptember . Z9, 1987 

.constitution for the·· State of Israel: 

You will m:-ecall .that our officers met in March with Prof. Uriel Reichman, . 
nAa.n· of · iol ,,.. viv i.aw Faculty, and -. his team that was t ·hen writing a draft· 
conatitu:tion·-. Thie project has now . ni.~ -,;he hec:Ld1wc6, e:apec!d.lly follQwinlJ 
President Harzoq' s · reference to 1~ in .h.1• N1i1w Yoar '• bro~c!oaat. 

·Reichman · has appointed a young political sciientist, Jaoob Schre1be:i-, formerly 
of New Yox-k, to . launch the project i. in the u.s. A New Ye:>rk off,ig~ of "The 
Fund for Israeli Democracy" is currently seeking tax deduotable status. 

. ;-----
The project has ·received fX!ee adve.rtizing in . Maar1v, Haaretz. a~ster& ) 
on Tel Aviv bus . lines. _. ,- , 

· 3.0 mayonlb~ve dq.ned a etateinent. urqiliq the 11nBeset to support·~~· . 

Prof. Reichman will be in L.A. from 5'qlt 25- Oct. 5 and in N.Y.~:~ct 6-8. 
·I . would .appreciate you organizing a meeting for him. with those· .who miqht be 
most :.interested in the· project. I believe that this draft constitution ·might 
be a .. 'most su1~able instrument for .the work of the Chapter Task Force on Isra• 
American Jewish Relat·ions. · 

Reichman is seeking office. space in N.Y . Might this be of interest to us to 
adopt the project by housinq it 1n our building~ 
Please adv J.se by return fax. · 

Best regard•, . · .(PS lacOfi!~li19oGaSnl>'copy of the drafrconstitution. If n . 
09-29-87 T U'E · 0·8 : 1 7 : 2 6 G3 lfclft lfclfclftlfc 

** TOTAL PAGE.02 ** 
N0.02 
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~ : . 
: laELIGION, STATE AND SOCil!'l'Y SYMPOSIUM• 

1. Rabbi Lamm had in any caae pre-booked his reservation at Miahkenot 
1 before hia in9.o·lveanent wit.h our eon·ferenoe. Thu·a to shift him to 

DQit Mniaradnrf wm11n RPPm initpprnvr1At"P • . Mr.\rAnvar.· wnnln ii" l"'la 
.Ci,\.. l.1.~ ... '\'J ~... 4,....,J...,.l.w lt.al..1'~ ltelw .. u """ h.1• wwu al. Na·.1.cu. a\Sv.1. Z I '.1:.l ""'I 
rQOm is available, juat let u& know. 

t. Harkabi, as I aaid in my fax of Deoamber 2, Will participate in the 
first seasion. 

3. Unfortunately, protocol wise it would not be acceptable to be9in 
the proqram before Herzog'• openinq atatmnent. That is the position 
of the Praa14ent's house. Indeed, thia doea create problems for the 
morninq session. Any proposals? · 

I 

4. K1rschenl:>aum would 90 in Wedneaday morn1n9 seea1on with Rubina~ein. 
I repeat that Steinealtz is being 1nv1tad aa a discussant. 
Please change your program accordin~ly. 

c;ct ceorqc ~rucn 
Bill Trosten 
Marc 'lanenbawn 
Charney Bromberg 

DICTATED BUT NOT READ. 

SStml/12a3 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date November 30,_ 1987 

to Shimon Sanruels 

from George Grue~ ~ 
· ... 

subject Religion,_ State ·and Society Forum 

VIA FAX 

. , · 

In response to your memo of November 26, I spoke to Marc and . 
he agrees to Zalman Abramov's suggestion to invite Pesach Schindler . 
to participate in the closing session. 

·Re: the problem of Kashrut at Mishkenot Sha' ananiin, Marc has 
asked to underscore that we must be scrupulously careful that all food 
served during the foI1.111 and at any receptions given by us be strictly 
Kosher. · Oiarney Bromberg adds that NJCRAC was also very. careful about. 
this. 

Marc suggests that Yaacov Pnini should be able to be helpful to 
you in checking out the Kashrut arrangements. I don't quite understand 
your statement that Mishkenot "does not prepare food on the premises for 
the reception. They use only prepared foods." Does this mean they have 
an outside caterer who provides his own dishes? If so, is the caterer 
under Rabbinic supervision? What kind of arrangements do they have for 
breakfast at Mishkenot, since we will have Rabbi Lanun, Rabbi Kelman and 
others who keep Kosher? "·:< . 

Since we seek to foster tolerance and mutual respect, ~e should not 
let ourselves be open to the charge of insensitivity to · the requirements 
of Orthodox and Conservative participants. 

I thought Golda Meir put it well when she was asked many years ago 
why she advocated having Kosher fa~ilities at Histadrut enterprises when 
separate dairy and meat facilities seemed an unnecessary expense and the 
majority of the workers_ we_r.e-not religious. Golda replied that · she did 
not want workers to be together only on the assembly line but also to 
socialize. A Kosher kitchen was the answer, she said, "since my Orthodox 
colleague can't eat treif and it does not 4violate my Socialist Shulhan 
Aruch to e~t Kosher." 

GG:mr 

cc 

Charney Bromberg - .Bert Gold Bill Trosten -~c Tanenb~- Gary Wolf. . -
Zalman Abramov - Mordechai Gazit · 

~ . . 
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Zalman Abramov, 
Toa~n cc: 

From: Shimon Samuels 

Charney Bromberg, :ert Ggldi!}Mordechai Gazit, 
Bill Trosten,(!arc Tanenbaum Gary Wolf. . 

November 26,1987 

RELIGION, STATE ANO SOCIETY FOlUMs 

In di1.ec:ussion .. withlithe. Leonard' Davis Institute, we have a9reed that 
Daniel Hlazar, Tel Aviv's Sephardic Chtef Rabbi and Adin Steinaalz 
will be included in the list of the Inner Circle. 

zv1 Zohar will be invited to act as the Oiscussant followin9 
Michael Fishbain. 

Charles Liebman will · be invited to act as co-speaker toqether 
.with Shlomo Riskin on Wednesday morninq. 

-· 
:;tnfo.rm Rabbi Graetz that his presentation should be no.i.more 
than 15 minutes. 

I repeat my previous note .that .Tri~ano haa agredd to appear in 
the session "Role of Religion. in Ee blaspora". zvi werblowaky has 
also agreed. 
Whom a~e you inviting for the swnmation in place of Stu Eisenstat? 

Zal.man Abramov has ~ade the following proposals: 

- He would have liked to have had a confronation on "Ho~achieve and 
maintain Jewish unity in Israel and the Diaspora" between 
representatives of the Orthodox,. Conservative, Reform and secular 

. Judaism. Leonard Davis Institute feels that this would be too 
blatant, ~d, in any case, should. be .seJtVed by .the closinq session. 
Therefore, Zalman has requested adding a Conse~ative rabbi to 
the concluding session. We have suggested Pesach Schindler. 

- Zalman has accepted the chairmanship of the Wednesday afternoon 
session on "Role of Religion in Israel". He requests adding 
to Eliakim Rub-instein's section on "The Jewish .CharaQter of the 
~tate of Israel", either Ephraim Urbac~ or Natan Rotenstreich or 
Prof. Kirschenbaum of the Tel Aviv University Law Faculty . 

- Amnon Rubinstein cannot ~ake it for the Wednesday m~rnin9 session . 
with Zevulun Hammer. Zalman suggested Rabbi Richard Hirsh in 
order to offset t.he discussion, t~ replace Rubinstein. 

., 

I 

' -~I 

These proposals are being considered by Leonard Davis Inst., 
I ~~uld appr.eoiate your imput. 

and '.... 1

1

. 

" .. --... _: ;. . 
Beat re-qards, ·· 1 

. I 

~Sa Davis Institute has the following answers to questions raised on 1 

your fax of Novem):>er 2 5 a . . 
Length of presentations no lonqer than 20-25 minutes . Where there are 
panel discussions, 15 minutes • . Tl\e program is hea\ly and time is nfaeded 
for public questions and discussion. i 

M1shkenot Sha' ananim - does not have a teudah. It. :does not prepai:la foor 
.on the premises. For the reception they \lBe only prepare4 foo41f! 1{?leas1 

let us know 'if we still wish to use ~he•e facil1tias • · I : .. j . 

: ; 

.. ··;;:. 
**TOTAL PAGE.01 . ** 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date December 1, 1987 

to Shimon Samuels 

from George E. ·Greun 

subject Religion, State and Society Forum 

In response to the remaining queries in your November 26th memo: 
Bert Gold, David Singer and I feel that Professor Kirschenbawn of the 
Tel Aviv University law faculty would be an excellent choice to complement 
Eliakim Rubenstein. As you know, he has written a major study on the prin
ciple of dina dernalchuta dina. I hope he will discuss the extent to which 
the obligation to obey secular govel11Jllent applies also when the ruling power 
happens to be Jewish and not Gentile. 

Your memo speaks about Zalman chairing the Wednesday afternoon session 
on the role of religion in Israel. You obviously mean Tuesday. You will 
notice from our revised schedule that we also have listed Adin Steinsaltz 
speaking on "Tolerance and Other Values of Israeli Democracy" at that session. 
I have a feeling that this should probably go after the presentation by 
Rubenstein and Kirschenbat.nn but I'll leave that for you and Gabi Sheffer to 
decide. 

Professor Eugene Borowitz is unable to attend. We are going to ask 
Gunther Plaut from Toronto if he can make it. Professor Michael Meyer from 
1-ruc in Cincinatti has been suggested. Do you or Gabi or Za1rnan have any 
other suggestions. Please let me know by retu:rn fax. I do not see David 
Hartman on the program. Is he corning and will he be a speaker or respondent? 

cc: Zalman Abramov 
Charney Bromberg 
Bert Gold 
Mordechai Gazit 
Bill Trosten 
Marc Tanenbawn 
Gary Wolf 

P.S. - What is Aharon Kirschenbaurn's · title? Please furnish us with titles and 
brief biographical information on the other speakers and discussants as soon: 
as you have a chance. We should begin to prepare a more fonnal looking prog~-. 
gram in the next couple of weeks. · 

:·~ 
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~-A:!The American Jewish 
11r.-__._~__,committee 

Pro(essor Alice Shalvi 
11 ~rachyahu Street 
Beit HaKerem 
Jerusalem 

Dear Professor Shalvi , 

' Jj)' "m1<;1 ,.,,;i,;1 -iy11~1 l~l'IH~I Ofli\:o 
~ '1'!l1'T'IH .,,., ~I F.t hi opia Street 

95 14~ 0 1':>1::Tv .J!~ru~a l1~m 95 14~ 
C2 228962 0 2 2.HS5 1 j)::l'7..! Te l. 02 228862 02 233551 

o-l;;i1n1 .tni'W'1 1 :O'v":m Cahl1~: Wishcmn . ..!erus<tlem 

cf.:x ~JJC p;:n~ ::;hirn on Santuets 
';l!.;n Directo r 

Novembe1: 16, 1987 

As per my discussion with your .husband and our conversation 
at the AACI convention dinner, I am happy to inform you 
that we are organizing an international forum in cooperation 
with the Leonard Davis Institute for International Relations, 
on "Religion, State and Society: · '.Che ·Jewish. Experience", 
to be held in Jerusalem on February 15-17, 1987. The 
conference will be opened by . President Chaim Herzog and 
papers · will be presented by scholars from both Israel and 
abroaq. 

I would g~eatly appreciate your agreeing to participate 
as a discussant in the afternoon and evening session of 
'l'uesday, February 16, on "The Role of Religion· in Israel". 
This w~ll be divided into three .sections: 

1~ The Jewish Character of the State of Israel (Elyakirn Rubinstein> 
2. Political, Social and Cultural ' Cleavages Within 

the Jewish ~ociety (Gaby Shefer, . Marilyn Safir) 
3. '.l'he Main Issues and Groups with. Regar~ to the Secular

Religious Cleavage (Shlomo AV.ineri) ." 

We hope that you would act as discussant for the papers 
in sect ion 2 • · 

I will be sending you the complete program in due course 
and look forward to your response as soon as possible. 

1'.iany thanks. . 

cc: Bert Gold 
Hare Tanenbaum 

!:>Si ml/ ll: 9 
-

Sincerely yours, 

----~:::;:;;;;;.-"".!9-11c'2__:;., ....... _;,_ __ <;;' 
Shimon Samuels 
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Committee 
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Mr. Danny Tropper 
Ge sher 
Rehov Havat~ele~ 9 
Jerusalem 

lJear Danny, 

November 16, 1987 

fl " ' ''''' S tttllUflh 

l 1
1 
.. ' '"' 

As per my:discussion with you, I am happy to inform 
you that we are organizing an international forum in co
operation with the Leonard Davis Institute for International 
Relations, on "Religion, State and Society: the Jewish 
Experience11

, to be held in Jerusalem on February 15 -17, 1987 . 
The conference will be opened by President Chaim Herzog 
and papers will be presented by scholars from both Israe l 
and abroad. 

I would greatly appreciate your agreeing to participate 
as a discussant in the morning session of .Wednesda!,r" , February 17 
on "Strengthening Diaspora and Israeli Pluralism and Democracy". 
This will be divided into three sections: 

1. Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, (Zevulua 
Hammer and Amnon Rubinstein) 

2. Role of .M.edia (Hannah Zemer) 
3. Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora 

and Israel, (Shlomo Riskin). 

We woul~ wish you to act as discussant for section 1. 

I will be sending you the complete program in due course 
and look forward to your res ponse as soon as. possible. 

Many thanks, 

. . / 
cc: Bert~, . 

~Mum--. 

SS/ml/ 11: ·jo 
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IL tr' ft Jl . . ND " 

'1'<>1 Gary Wolfe 
Fromr Shimon Samuel• 

November 10·, 1987, , 

iOCI~TY. STATS ANn RRLIGTON f\YMM~TllM• 

ln reeponae ~o your lox of Novelllher 9 -

We kaYe •••ueeteli '1'.e 11 ree•a at JUehltellet . 'l'ke"fh 'he•e i• Re 

real deadline for reservations at Maiersdorf, plea•• advise ua of 
any additioftal •oomo there a.e.a.p. 

- Moat of the Israeli invitees are Jerusalemit••· 'l'hua th• Davia ln•titute 

J and I feel that it would be impractical to arrange aaaomodation for 
them. We will do ao only for Marilyn safir who 11 coming down from 
Haifa . 

P.nenu1y "'r"Y"' 11r; r.hfll 11tno wtvtl'I. 1 v111 ntvtr:Jc inco 

- Attached ia my -letter of invitation ·to. President. Hersog •. 1 hope Maro 

nr n,,nrnP vt 11 hAYP thP nnmrt,nnUv t.n ,,hrn1111 t,tlft nnnfftrftnge with 
Ke.r;z09 at one ul h1a appaa.r;anc..:tt• .111 M, Y. Moat ut •,nu; .111"' l t.•Ll\11am 

hove be1n bY \eleghone .w1th follQW ~D l1tt1c of eoniirm1tl9n, it 
notenmy fax·:' to~ October 18. t.hat. va• aent t.o George , 

I 

• Aaron Lioh~•n•~•in doee no~ .r:epreaent Agudah. We ar• now diecu•aino 

. . 

'( the followin9 namea·1 · MK Avraham shapira or (if you prefer to «rover the 
eea41 el e1R~l41afteeue .,•aftala411ak fo• •ho f1aal 1ea11oa) Rabbi Yitmhalt 

~he latter, of course, would attraot a.i:great deal tnoGre attention. 
l Lo '-l••L. 1'- W.:."'1.1 W ..:.t:Jll.La.s I..:. l6AY6 6\ll.: . 6 H1p~aaaft\&4liM ef 

Gui~ Elftunim n4 think•. that the final panel 1hould include MX Hai.a 
.t. Hcuuau •\11.aL Cl •••\UllU 1..laol.. 1u J\1"'4 l•A \II Hvv 9 • ~ ..... A ~ o-Y\'\cf\4 

reference to Yehoebua Porat really ••eht e an Porat?). _..i~ . .- s~ .. IM((-~-
- I 1.l~lul LluaL 1 

J\IU.L euv'lle•Llvu v! ~ .. Jw.;l1a.L la.vu .L .... .,.,.1.. .-1 •• .-v 

try~n9 to reach hiJll through Rabbanlt Hada11 Ralbag of Rada11ah .and 
will keep you 1nfornm4. h.U. t.v9ethes wit.la Bbaki. lhw1n~WU 

in thv 1v11ion on al\Uta an4 Attit"4v1 of Tole~.n~· or, ~f Bhl~ 
( Riakin 1• unavailable, on the eeaaion entitled, •Mutual Impact on 
~Development• in the Diaspora and I•rae1•. 

11-12-87 THU 01:35:55 G3 •• •••• H0.01 
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C\&rsent atan41n9 of our inviteee1 ,. . 

P~eaident Herzog 
zv1 Werblowkey 
llPI. Loiblor 
Eliahu ES81111 

Eii Rubinstein 
C-by Sheff er 
Mar1lyn sar1r 
ChleMO Auinciri 

,, - ancu;;doc~ YES - \ 0 ~ 9- · "'" · 

- @_Waitin9~se-
vir.1; 
YES 

. llesponae expected tomorrow -
YtS 
YJ:i6 
YES 

Zevulun Hammer l A aiti AJnnon Rubenstein w ng response 

~Uhu Katz NO 

P AGE . 0 2 

Alternative Hannah Zerner awn1t1n9 reeponae, otherwise auqg111t 
t .urnin9 to Yehudi:t Elitzur .,.-

Avraham Harman YES 
Yosef B~rg YBS 
Ted.dy Kollek ~Kpeli>t s·~e tomor""~ 
Avraham Shapiro/~hak Per~im Pruo~Await:1n9 your thoughts. 

R99ardin9 the 1econ4 circle, we are think1n9 of inviting a list of 
up to 25 names to attend throughout, but raqueet groups of 4-S 
to be present at specific sessions to ensure a continued •2nd a1rcla• 
pr eeenoe throughout . I am meet.l:.ng with Gaby Sheffer on the mo1nin9 of 
S~day the 15th on this idea and will keep you informed • 

. • 

~as George Gruen, Marc Tanenbaum, Bert GOld, Bill Trosten , 

Dictated b\lt not 

11 - 12-87 THU 01 : 36:38 
** TOTAL PAGE. 02 ** 

** **** H0 .02 
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'HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date December 8, 1987 

to Shimon Samuels 

from George E. Gruen ~~Jcf 
subject Religion2 State and Societl: Fonm1 

' We urgently need a Refonn Representative for the Monday afternoon 
round table on the place and role of religion in the American Jewish 
community. Mar~ and I -agree that the best available candidate would be 
Rabbi Eugene Lipman, who is the current president of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis. He is currently attending the World Zionist Congress 
and is staying at St. Andrews Hospice in Jerusalem. The number there is 
717-701. Please contact him irrunediately and urge him to attend. Several 
rabbis we have tried are unable to.make it because the CCAR will be having 
their conference in Jerusalem two weeks later at the end of February or 
beginning of March. Since Rabbi Lipman is retired he may be willing to · 
spend additional time in Jerusalem. 

Please let me know ·his answer as quickly as possible. 

Uri Regev is an Israeli Refonn Jew who has been highly recommended 
to participate in the conference to be among the participants or "second· 
circle" invited guests on the sessions dealing with the "Role of Religion · 
in Israel," and "Strengthening Diaspora and Israeli Pluralism and Democracy.-" 
He was ordained in Israel last year (I presume by HUC) and is now Assistant 
Dean of the Jerusalem College. 

For you~ own information the persons who have said no to us so far . 
are Alex Schindler, Eugene Borowitz, Gunther Plaut and. Professor Michael 
Meyer. If we cannot get Rabbi Lipman, what do you think of using Rabbi 
Richard Hirsch? I know he is very actively involved in the Reform Movement's 
efforts in Israel and we naturally expected him to participate in those dis
cussions.· Would he come across well as a representative of the American 
Jewish corrununity and how would he fit in with Larrun and Kelman? jou might want to 
sound out Za~ Abramov, Gabi Sheffer and others on this; · · · 

Professor Arthur Hyman, Professor of Jewish Philosophy at Yeshiva 
. University and at Coiumbia University will be on sabbatical at theJebrew 

University starting on February 10 as part of the ~)ue• J,~ehll.I Ct h. 
I have taken the liberty of inviting him to participate in the sessions of 
the conference. Please let me know whether you would consider him first, 
second or third circle. 

GEG:hb 

P.S. I just received Fati Harkabi's manuscript and look forward to reading it. 
/ 

cc: Bert Gold, Marc Tanenbaum, Charney Bromberg, Gary Wolf, .Zalman Abramov 



Dr. Geor.ge Gruen 
Sept~ 1, 1987 

To Bert Gold 

I would appreciate your looking over the 
revised outline and ~ist of speakers sent me by 
Gabi Sheffer and making any changes before you 
leave for France and Israel. · 

. Where would you ·put Rab\:>i .. Norman LaJTa11? I could. 
see him either on Monday afeternoon under "Place and . 
Role of Religion in· the U.$." or Wednesday 
morning on "Strengthening· Diaspora and Israeli 
Pl"1-a~~sm and Democracy. 11 

• • 

·will Charles Lieb~ be happy being only a. 
respondent? . 

Do you think Dr. Ady Steg can give an overview 
of Western Europe as well as France or is Nicole 
Goldman, whom 1 do not know personally, but who is 
executive dir~ctor of t.he 'Eu~opean Council of Jewish 
Communities , better qualifi~ ? Should both be 
invi~ed? · 

There is no one from Great Britain on Shefer 's 
list . . I ag'r~~ ·with Shimon Samuels that we should in
vite Isi Leibler of Australia. He was on my original 
list. ·. · · 

" .. 
I am"teclmicany· still on vacation till after 

Labor Day. ·Please give me a call at home 663-5829 
if I am not in the office when you read this, or 
dicta~~ a note for me with your conunents. 

Have a good and enjoyable trip. 
, 

P.S. You have an appointment with Gaby Sheffer at 
the King David on Sept. 14 at 8:30 AM. Should I 

ld off sending out invitations till after you 
meet with him? -· ·~· · 

llifL-f-,......... The American Jewish _ 
s:...... .......... -..... Committee · · 

Institute of Human Relations. 165 East 56 Street, New York. NY 10022-2746 • 212 751-4000 

j <::/~= s1,,:;;.~ s~#>o/~ fJ)~ .Jt~,..,,(. 1v-;tt. G-.s~ffa-
. l1tf l'"G rq >]e_r,Lq tJ_,,,,,, 

·"· 
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TH f. · HEB REW UN IVER&ITY OF JERUSAt.EM 

Tiil! UIONA&D OAVll INSTI1Vfl 
l'C>& INTl'.&NATIONAI. lll&.ATIONS 

Or. George Gruen 
American Jevish Committee 
165 E. 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear George, 

Q~D\K'1l~ .t>'On,., l'~~n 
D''1'i .,.'U'"" w•v 

August 26, 1987 

I received your letter on t.ha last dq or If/ •ta¥ 1n the U.S. and 
tried calling you, but you bAd &l.ready lett tor ~our vacation. I am 
theretore addre11l.ng 111aelt ~ately nov, upon rq return heme, to 
fUls.lizing the draft tor tbs pr~gram of our Joint canference, &a time 
is drawing veey near. 

I worked rrom your draft., and sorted out a bit bare and there, so that 
we have a clearer picture of the Jr9poBod con.ference. I believe there 
is now a !air distribution of participants troll the U.S., !llrope and 
Israel. As ve mentioned, each session should not have more than three 
major papers; you will note that there is an exception - we will have 
to make the afternoon sessions run into an even1.Dt: seeaion1 to include 
all the aiaterial ve would llko to diecuse. The papers should. not be 
lengt}\y, as we do want to have comments from the 'uecood' and 'third.' 
circles as well. 

The proposed nameu of ·t.be speakers _ 8'"8 . ~e ti.rat ch.Oice iii the 
various topics. It Bit:¥ ot . taeee decl1ne we will tu.rn to the next on 
the list 1n your dratt. 

Please look this over, and answer immediately, it you have any 
co11UDents or qu.a11t.:1ona 1 uo that ve ms:f proceed with _ the many 
a.rrangement8 neceauary. Rooms have already been ordered at the Beit 
M&eirsdorf Faculty Club, as well as 1n Hhhkenot Shaananim. We will ot 
course have to know bow ~, hov IWl1 doubles or ainglea 1 and also 
tor how long. 

Awaiting your rep~. 

With beat regards, 

Sincerely, 

c . 5tu._D~ ·) 
Gabi ~;;J/r;; 

Tnunara l'wlldi11a. Mount Sccipv1, Jer1111lcin, 91 90) D""'"1 ,Q11\Vh °'" 1DTID \'l2 

Teles 26t'8 C1btr1; Scupv• Juuul~m~ TcL 1110014 Ml'll 



THE HEB REW 
i1 \:JI t:J, .:i 'J I N. 11 

UN IVERS IT Y 0 I' J £RU SAL E "M 

TIU! UONAU> DAYJS INITJTUTI 
POJ. INTUNA110N.U. l.ILAnO)fl 

Dl\J:Jlk'1l':l IJ'O""' l':;)DM 
a,,,,, -,·uuc., w·v 

International Con.f'erence on 

'· 

SOCIEl'Y, STATE AND RELIGIONl 'n1E J00SH ~CE 
Jeru.ealem, February 15-17, 1988 

Pre.lim:1nary List of Sesaions, Topics and Principal Speakers 

lblda.r, Februar7 1 S 
Morning Session: 

Place, Role and Status or Religion in the Modern World 
1. The Christian World, Peter Berger 
2. The Isl.am1c World, Bernard Levis 
J. The Jewish World, Zvi Werblovslcy 

Aftemoon and Evening Session: 
Place, Role and Stat~ of Religion in Contemporp.rx Judaism 

1.- Interaction ot Nationalism and Rel.igion, Avi Rav1tzq 
2. Pluralistic El.e.ments 1J1 Jewish Truditioa, . Micbael Fistlbl.no 

J. Place and Rolo ot Religion in the U.S., Rabbi Alexander Schindler, 
Martin Peretz, Leonard Fein 

'1\Jeadq, Pebruar)' 16 
Morning session: 

Role ot Religion 1n Western htrope, Latin America 
and Among Russian Jews 

1. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz 
2. F.urope, Dr. Ady Steig 
3. Rwlaian Jews, Rabbi El1ahu Easaa 

Atternoon and Evening Session: 
. Role of Religion 1n Israel · 

1. Fouxxiations and Values ot Israeli Democracy, J'uatice Menachem El.on 
2. Political., Social and Cultural Cleavages vi~ the Jewish Societ1, 

Gabi Shetter 

T111maa 811ildia1, Mounr Scopua, Jer111alem, 91 90) 01'111,,, ,Q'D'l¥n "In 1ma l'U · 

Tdu i608 C.hle1 : Scopu1 JtruultM, Ttl. 820014 88J3U 

UI O/h 
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3.· Identificatioir of the. Ma1:n IaEIUea· :·~ ·:·GrouPa vi.th Regard to the 

Secular-Religious Cleavage.,' Shlo~o" .,.rl:ne~.-~ 
. . . .. -: 

4. Identification and Means ot Stra~gie~. for 'Change, Zvulwi Hammer 

Vedoeedq, Fol:a'ua17 17 
Morning Sessions 

.. . ' 

Strengthening Diase:!ra and .Israeli .Plura11sm and Democracy 
1. Ml.ltual Impact Between Developments· ·in the Diaspora and Israel, 

Daniel El azar 

2. Role of Govel'JllllWlt ~ Private Gr~ups, AaiQon Rubinutein 
J. Role of Media, Elihu Katz 

Afternoon and Evening Session: 
Conclusion: Ideas· for the Future 

What We Can Do Jogether to Streng!Jlen Jewish Unity Within a 

J.?9mocratic, Pluraliatic hamework 
Chairuian: Theodore El.lenotf 

Avraham Harman 

Chaim Herzog 
Tedd¥ Kollek 
Sol 'Linowitz 

Summation: Stuart Eisanatw:tt 
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To: George Gruen 
.-<.~ 

From: Shimon Samuels c, 

August 31, 1987 

I 

Here follows a letter and response to your proposal on the February 
conference from Gaby Shefer. Please inform Bert Gold that I have 
set up a meeting for him with Shefer on Monday, September · 14· at 
the King David Hotel at 8:30 a.m. to discuss the conference. 

Also please note that Norman Lanun will be staying at Mishkenot 
Shaananim for the month of Fe~r.uary. Pet.haps you might wish to 
approach him directly. Also, I am mailing you a 15-page essqy 
by Isi Leibler (President of the Asia-Pacific Region of the World 
Jewish Congress and former President of the Executive Council 
of Australian Je~ry), entitled, 'Rabbis: The Dangers of Zealotry'. 
Isi is also a major share holder of Jet Set Travel and o; Air 
New Zealand. He is a personal friend and, when you have read 
his essay, you might consider h.iln an aJ:Jv.r·ovr!ate sveak.er. I have 
been trying to bring him eioser to AJC and this might ·be the 
best occasion to do so. He would mo$t certainly come at his own 
cost if invited. 

Please advise, 

Best regards, 

cc: Bert 
Marc 

Gold ; 
Tanenbaum 

SS/ml/ 8: 34 
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THE HEBREW U .NIVERSITY Of JERUSALEM"' 

Tiii! l.P.ONARO DAVIS INSnwrtl 

roa INTPANATIONAL ULATIONS 

Dr. Oeorge GNen 
American Jevisb Committee 
165 E. 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear George, 

an1:>1x'1l'r.l c10n1'1 ~nn 
o,n,, i ·uut., .,.,, 

August 26, 1987 

I received. your letter on the laat dq or my sta.Y 1.n tbe U.S. and 
tried calling you, but you had alreadf left ror 1our vacation. I am 
therefore addressing myself imediatel,y nov, upon my return home , to 
f1.nallzing the draft for the program of our Joint conference, a.a time 
is drawing very near. 

I work:ed from )'OUl' draft, and sorted out a bit here and there, ao that 
we have a clearer picture or the propoeod COD!erence. I believe there 
is now a !air distribution ot JBrl.icipants troa the U.S., !brope and 
Israel. As we mentioned, each aeaaion ahould not bave llOl"9 than three 
major papers; you vUl note that there ia an exceptiO!l - w vill have 
to make the atteniocm seseiona l'W\ into an evenizlc Dell8ion, to include 
all the material w would like to d1ecuaa. The papel'• abo\.Lld not be 
lengthy, aa we do want to bavo couente trOll the 1 second' and 1 third' 
circles &8 veil. 

The proposed na.mes of the speakers are t.he ti.rat choice in the 
various topics . U any o! theee decl.1ne ve v1ll t\lnl to the next on 
the list 1n your draft. 

Please look this over, and answer 1.mmediate}y, it you have any 
comments or questions, so that ve 1lllJ:/ proceed with tbe man,y 
arrange111&nta neceaeary. Roolll8 have already been ordend at the Beit 
Ma.eirsdorf Fac:ult, Club, as well as in M1abkenot Sbaananim. We vill of 
course have to know bow IDal!I¥, bClll maey doubles or einglea, and also 
for hov long. 

Awaiting )'Our repI¥. 

With best regards, 

Sincerel¥, 

c. 5t~~D~ J 

Gabi ~J/r~ 

TNm... &llcliaa, MOWll ScopuJ. }UllJakm, 'l 90) D..,.,,. .11'Nn "' ,.,.,. 1'0) 

Tdu 261'8 Ctblu ; Scop~• JcruHlc:m, TcL 120014 .. Ull 
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THE H£8R£W UNIVERSITY 

Tiii\ l.P.ONAaD DAVIS INIT1Tirrl 
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lnternat10D&l. Conference on 
SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE .ma:sH DPmr.DroE 

Jerusalem, February 1S-17, 1988 
Prellminary List of Sessions, Topics and Pri,ncipel Speakers 

Hooda,y, Pebnlary 15 
Monling Session: 

Place, Bole and Statue or Religion in the Modern World 

1. The Christian World, Peter Berger 

2. The Isl.amia World, Bernard Imda 
), 'nla Jewiah World, Zv1 Wergloveky 

Af'temoon and Evening Session: 
Place, Role and Status of Religion in Conte!!pOrary Juda.in 

1. Interaction ot Nationallaa and Rellg1on, Avi Ravit.ak;y 

2. Pluralistic Ele•ents in Jewish Tradition, Michael Filtlbane 

J. Place and Role ot Religion in the U.S., Rabbi Ale:icarder Sch1ndler, 

Martin Peretz, Leonard Fein 

Tue~, Februar7 16 
Horning Session: 

Rolle of Rellg1on in Weetem Im-ope, Latin America 
and Among Russian Jevs 

i. La.tin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz 
2. F41.rope, Dr. Ally Steig 

3. Ruaaian Jews, Rabbi Eliahu F.asae 

Afternoon and Evening Session: 
Role of Religion 1n Iarael 

1. Foundations and Values ot Ia~ll Iiem'Ocncy, Justice Menacbam El.on 

2. Political, Social awl Cultural Cl.eavagee within the JM.sh So~ety, 

Ce.bi Sbef'fer 

Tt.ill'IHI S..ildia1. Mount Scopul , Juutokm. 91 9o> 11,i,.,.,, .a•1"1¥n "'" \WYW I'll · 
Ttlta 2601 Cahlct : Scaput Jrruulrm, Tri. • ZOOl 4 HUU 

UIO/h 



J. IdentJ.!lcation of the Ma.in Issues and Groupe vith Rega.rd to the 
Secular-Rellgioua Cleavage, Shlomo Avineri 

4. IdentJ.!icatlon and Means of Strategies for Change, ZwlWl Hammer 

Wedne~' Pebnaar;J 1'1 
Morning ~aeion: 

Strengthening Diaspora and Israeli Plur&ll8111 and DelllOCl'acy 

1. Mutual Impact Between Developments 1.n the Diaspora and Israel, 
Daniel El.azar 

2. Role of Government and Private Groupe, Anulon Rubi.nateiii 
J. Role of Media, Elihu Katz 

Afternoon and Evening Session: 
Concluaion: Ideas for the Future 

What We Can Do Together to Strengthen JMab Unit.y Within a 
Dellocratic, Pluralistic Fran!!ork 

Chai.run: Theodore El.lenotf 

Avraham Hanien 

Chaim Henog 
Teddy Kollek 
Sol Linowitz 
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To :· Georg.e Gruen 

**** ** 

From : Shi~on Samuel$ 

June 11, 1987 

i~ .L z : Z· l : 8 e . ; :~ h H :.L . L 8 - l l ·- 9 e .. ' . 

~ 
' SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION' Conference : . 

I saw Gabi Sheffer yesterday and he is waiting for a response to 
his letter to you of April is. Please provide, after consultation 
with Marc, a date and list of invitees from the consolidated 
list that I put together. · 

Best,. regards, 

cc Marc Tanenbaum 

SS/ml/6:25 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date Jtine 11, 1987 

to Sh~n Sanruels 

from Georg_e Gruen 

subject Coiifer~nce on Society, State and Religion 

VIA FAX 

After consultation with my colleagues, the date we have agreed 
upon is in the week beginning Sunday, February 14th • . Bert Gold believes · 
that it would Qe best to start .on Monday morning, February 15th to enable 
those leaving the U.S. on Saturday night to be refreshed. 

As for the list of invitees, I am still awaiting your annotated 
conunents on the Europeans tjiat you ~ncluded in the l i st. I would also 
appreciate your getting .together with Gabi and providing us with sug
gested presenters for . the different ·session,s, as well as with your 
combined reconunendation.S as to the Israeli participants. 

GG:mr 

cc . 
,,Bert Gold 

./ M.H~ Tanenbatun 

Dictated But Not Read 

.,·. ·, 

·, ., 
. .' I 

· .. : .. ~ . , . 
. : :~ . 

. '· .. ' .. ,· 
., :· · . . 
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fHE AMERICAN JE,WISH COMMITTEE 
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date September 22, 1987 

to SHIMON SAMUELS 

from GEORG~ GRUEN 

subiect Society, State and Religion conference 

--. .. 

l. I have confirmed participation by Rabbi Dr. Nonnan· Lamm a.nd 
Professor Michael Fishbane. Marc Tanenbaum is contacting Rabbi · 
Harold Schul~eis, as the Con~ervativ~ . viewpoint~on US Jewry panel. 

2. We . prefer to use the title "An International Symposium" 
(Oialogue recalls the AJCongress :anrlual dialogues, and Conference 

is more fonnal . than the inter~hange of ideas we have in mind.) 

3. With the exception of the Opening and closing ~essions, we do not 
want ·the press at the sess~ons. This will assure a more frank and 
honest and ho·p.efu11y more productive d·iscussion . The papers and 
an edited summary (or transcript of th·e discussion can be made available 

later, if we so decide. 

4. All the participants are speaking· as individuals arid not as...I 
organizational representatives. Rabbi Lamm, for example, wants to be 
identified as Jacob Michael Professor of •.. at Yeshiva and 

not as the President of Yeshiva Unjversity. 

5. We ask you to hold the maximum amount of space at Mishenotuntil 
we know how many persons are coming and who will be bringing along 
a spouse. Obviously we will want all the rooms starting Sunday February 
14. Some people may want to come on Friday February 12. Many will want 
to stay a few days ·after the conference. When we spo.ke we said that we 
would offer a week· in Israel (in Heu of an honorarium.) 

6. Please check with Gaby Sheffer if they bave any special arrangements 
with travel ~gents and ·or El Al . Also is there a minimum stay requireme.nt 
for special airfare! On TV the Israel tourist bureau offers an $8 a night 
package. We will try to inquire on this end as well. 

Best wishes to all at the Israel Offi~e ·for a 1)FJI {, ,Jfll{hhl ;Jri ~") 

~cc Marc Tanenbaum 
Bert Gold 
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Internationa 1 Conference on 

SSCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

lerusa·lem, Febru~ry 15-1 J, i987 

A~ 
I. Place,Role .aad Status · of Religion in the Wo~ld Tessy 

imui21UB1tBiU:t 

/ 
c ....... . . .... 

... ··~ ~ 

~- · Religious responses to the challenges of modernization, seculariza-

tion and the ~ation-state. JHlHIM~~X~lfiX~X (Fundamentalism, liberation· 
theology> privatization of re 1.igion, ~eligio-ethnic and national movements. ) 

Christian Peter B.erger 
world Robert Bellah 

A. James Reichley, (Brookings) 
$slamic World Bernard Lewisk 

Jewish World .;i(._ "J/erblo~sky 
discussion , coffee break 

11 ~ II. Place, R~le and Status of Religion in Modern Jewish Life 

3-6:30 

Nationalism and Religion in Judaism 
~t:::Wi6~owsk!: 
QviRaVltsky (Hebrew u]> Eliezer ··Don Yihye fBar I.iin) 

Pl u'r-a~l~i~. s-t~i~c--:E~l~e~m-. e_n_· _t_s-:i-n--::::J~e.;..Jwish Traditmn Rabbi Araital ( Etzion Yest 

Michael Fishbane, 
Reuven Kimmelman, 

discussioa 

Brandeis ·] A'h~ ••••• ~.A,-~---~ 
Braddesi ~ . . 
(Ehud Sprinzak, Janet Aviad) 

III ~ of Religion in Dia~J1ora Societies 

A panel discussion 
Role of religion in the United States 

,~~ ,I1[vieg KFist&lJ Eu ene Borowitz · 
-M-aold Elsen "Chosen People in Ame rica" 

1 Martin Perets ~ 
barles Silberman ____ ..,..· .. , 

'• . .. 

Role of Religion in Western Europe , Latin America, J:ngll sh-speak ing 
countries, (among Russian Jews? ) 

Ni cole Goldman , (exec . director European Cciun~ il of Jewish commun. ) 

Tullia Zevi , Ady Steig, Sa~-·· Toledano , 
~ ~ 

Rabbi Roberbl Graetz (B.uenos Aeres) 

~i . He rzbe rg (~6 ~} 

I srae l Klabin (Rio) 
Elialau Es sas· (Soviet Jewry) Zvi Gittelman ~ 4~ 

Sir Emanuel · Jakobovl ts· Dr. Ba~ry Kcsrnin (~1F0~e~~%.'fthe~~r~g'for IV'f 



' " . ~. ·' 

- 2 -

9 -11 

lt~h~~ 
D l~tt'~ ~ 
·~.~~ 

Avineri ------
and . . . 

2. Political ,Social ...Cultural ~ Cleava~es within the Jeiwh. Sector 

. Gaby Sbeffer ~-- ...... _. 
discuss ion 

r~D 
11:15~ 'Panel discussion focussing on 

A. Identification of Main Issues and Grdmps with Regard to the 
Secula~~!e ligious Cleava~e · ·· ·· ¥ ···~--·· ~ 

ldentifi_:~tion and discussion of Strate ies for Chan e\ L ) .. 
anet Aviad enachem Friedman (expert on the Haredtfrm) / .~) 

i --~~'~----~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
- Moshe Lissak (HebrewU.) or .Yohanan Peres fTeI Aviv) 

lice Shalvi Leah Shaktiel 
Hareven Van 

. Daniel ~~opper someone rom Proj~ct Democracy 
·· J)~racy_and_~~~ali~ 

V.Streng'theningDiaspora and Israeli Jiaxai:hrm 

@3. 

~ ~~:=:pe:i:::pr-~ 

6:30 reception 
7 : 30 ·dinner 

~SXxaR~gkaai~x ''What We Can Do Together to Stren~then 
l1 

Jewish Unity within a Democratic
1

RxKSUJWR¥ic Framework~ 
Chai . dore Ellenoff P ura11st1c 

resident Ha im Herzo ./ Prominent Diaspora leader (? ) 
~yor Teddy Kollek . S.,f h~ew 1f:-v 

1.V N·& Y\M--~ k;~ 
Conclusions deas for the Future 

possibly have Kollek, Lattat-;-iiaxtJ.oft:mx speak previous after
noon on role of government 

move role of .media, private groups and educational system 
· to concludin~ session.i 

c,, \hl{Jif r~ ~.~' 
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BAR-ILAN UNIVERSITY l~'N ·i2 JtO'Vi~'l1N 

... _ .. ~:..: . 

52 tOO ~amat Gan. Israel SJ 100 \) J'ID-, 

·pun ,,,"~ 
OFFICE OF THE CHANCELLOR 

Phone 718663 \\o~o 

Cables UNIBARILAN O'P'Ul2 

Dr. George E. Gruen, . 
The American Jewish Ccmnittee, 
Institute of HUTian Relations, 
l65· East 56th Street, 
~YORK. N.Y. 10022. 
U.S.A. 

Dear George, 

20th July, 1987. 

Please forgive the lateness of my reply .to yours of June 17th. 
A few days after ~iving it, I returned to Israel for one of the 
busiest periods of our aCademi.c year. And added to my conc:ems 
was the unfortunate death of my friend Dr. George S. Wise for 
whose funeral I returned to the .States. In arry event, I 
enjoyed reading your brief piece on the Blaustein-Ben Gurian 
agreement qrld I read and reread Dr. Sheffer's excellent letter. 

As for the three day conference in Israel, if it is held in 
January I may be able to participate. And Bar-Ilan has several 
faculty ~s who can rrake a real contribution on a number of 
topics. I hope; however, tilat the emphasis will be on suggestions 
to solve the problems which we krov altogether too well. 

I hope to be in New York aroUnd Septerrber first for about six 
weeks. ·Please be in touch. 

wanrest personal regards. 

ER/ek 

. -· - .. ·- ··--· - ..... .. - ·- .. ___ . -·~-
Yours as ever, 

· p,z.~~ 
Emanuel Rackman. 
Chancellor. 



The American Jewish Committee 
Israel ·& Middle East Affairs Division 
International Relations Department 
165 East 56 Stree~ 

The Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
The Leonard Davis Institute 

· for Inter~ational Relations 
Truman Institute Building, Mt. Scopus 
Jerusalem, Israel New York, ~y 10022 

Int~rnational Conference on 

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

Jerusalem, Fe~~uary 15-17, 1988 
(fl;. tf" ... '1~, ~ 

II i o ,;, / · .Jr { .. 'S" Preliminary List of Session Topi~s 
!"' . ' . .,,., \1i~u ~ \ .. .. .. 
~ f....eli,, ~;'.e I .. ~lace, Role and Status of Religion in the World Today ·~~ ~Modern Nationalism, State and Religion. 

L_2. Ethnicity}aftd Religio~ in Democ;atic ys. Non~Democratic 
Societies. ~ ~M'I\.- • 

Place, Role an~ Status of Religion in Modern ~ ~ 
- >1. Nationalism arid .. Religion in Judaism. 
~2. Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition. . .. 

'-A...+r--na •.J,tf/1.,1 II. 
~IA "A<-1 l.1<-6~) · 
R-<ALt1e;- IC1,..,vte( ~~t 

III. Role of Religion in Diaspora Societies. \ 
· 11 ~L r ·· -(1~ Amongst Russia~ Jews in 1;he Soyie_t __ lJn.l<:m. .apd outside .) 

,. /"f r~d nd..6ew~- - 2. Role of Religion in the U. S. 
'fM'l'lft-I 3. Jewish Communities in Weste!:!l Europe, Lati!!_ America and 

.) fl,~fe 6o1Jt>A'"" Anglo-Saxon Countries. 1.A /.. 'f 1 i>r ) ~ ..fititt<r 6-f'c ~<efo 
e,1~cv-./,..ry (f~ Uu~'](,S' ... , P..014{fi11UL k1A'"'{~1" ~ r;: .. «~1 if~~ l/fl~c~:~ . 

1+.J.• Jl:-.J IV. ~ole_ of Rellgton in Isra~~ . 
·7 1. Democratic ~oundatlons and Values • 

. Shlo"""' ftvitt~''i c· Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages Within the 
Gu'11 Jewish Sector. 

3. Identification of Main Issues and Groups With Regard to 
...... ff.~-' . the Secular-Religious Cleavage. 

AAt(ez,- 1l.:1..,-ti.-.. ( 0( 1 ·;p" J 4. Identification and Means of Strategies for Change. "rr fr\ '6''" ."' 
~,,~~ V. Str.engthening Diaspora and Israeli Pluralism and Democracy. 

~"J~ ~ E·f<.A"·~ f1. Mutual .. Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and 

f 
..... C-_ Israel. 

f.ft"'cA. .oJ"'e'r fr~,_-rCV- ...: .2. Role of Government and Private Groups. 
µ,.,u K-'-n-- 3. Role of Media. 

VI . Conclusion: Ideas for the Future. 

·' 
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PERETZ °* PODHORf TZ 

~ -POGREBIN 
. ~ POToK 

RACKMl\N 
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STf PHEN 
LILIANE 

· YO$fF 
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N.AOAV 
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·ABRAHAM RABBI 
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SAMUEL 
DANIEL 
LIV 
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EMANUEL 
OSCAR 
MICHAEL 
NINA 
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LEON 
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WALTER 
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'-ORTIMER 
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NETHERLANns 
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from; ·~himqn sainuel~ 

July a, 19S7 

.· 

. ~6 
CONF~R~NCE ON SOCIETY, ~TATE AND RE~~G~ON: 

,..,.-
/ 

/ 'In response to your July 1 fax, as y()u know, Ga ~Y Sheffer ~as a.b~ent 
from Israel for a lengthy period and then completely taken up by his 
annual conference. We got together at hi& first opportwiity. He 
i• now in Toronto until ~uly 18 and will be in Madison, Wi~conain 
troll\ July 20- August 15. He can stop in ~.Y. on his return, if · y~u 
are available. Please let· me know &o that · I can inform ·his off ice 
ac~orainq ly • · · · 

~e first discussed format and agreed that the present program outline 
allow& for five eessions,~ach of three speaker& (ideally "an .American, 
an Israeli and another). This would provide for 15 papers over a 
period of two and a half days (two liie&sione per day); If we ·were to 
include ~ second circle · of discussants, ·which would incl~de ··'political 
activists, then we thought appropriate two discussants (one Israeli and 
one foreigner) per session;thsi would mean bringing 15 people from·: 
aoroad. · · · 

On cost, we agreed that the Israeli& woul~ not be paid 4nd that the 
15 foreigners ~ woulc:l each ·cQ~t $70 per day for 5 . days·~·1$s;·2so. · · 

. . . ·. . . 

Assun1in9 that 10 of the guests are from the u.s. ($1000 e~ch for fare) 
ana 5 are from Europe, ($600 each for "fare), total fare would be · 
•13,000. Total expenses (not including publishing of proceedings) 
~ould be Wl~er •2 o, 000 .• · · ·· · · ·· · · ·· · · · · · 

~e have taken the session from the &ub themes listed in Gaby's l~tt~r 
to yo~ of ~pril 28, · and propose the fo~low~ng Israelis i · ·· ' · · · · 

(i) 1. Modern Nationalism, State and Religion: Zvi Werblowkey, S,hmuel E.iaenstadt 
Janet Aviad (All of Hebrew University) • . 

(ii)1. Nationalism and Religion 1n Judaism: Avi Ravitski (Heb. Univ) Eliezer 
Oon-Yihye (Bar I~an), Adin .Steinsaltz or Rabbi A:m~tal <¥~z1on Yeshiva) 

{ii)2. Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition: Aaron Lichtenstein (Etzion 
Yeshiva) · · ·· · · · 

Lii)1. Role of Religion in Diaspora; Eliahu Essa$ 

{iv)1. Shlomo Avineri 

(iv) 2. Political, 3ocial and Cultural Cleavages Within the Jewish ~ector ~ 
Gab~ Shei f~1:. · · · · · · · · · 

(iv)l. 1'k>she Lissa~ (~brew Univ) or Y. ~ere~ (T~l Aviv Un~~) 

(v) 1 • Daniel Elazar 
(v) 3 . Elihu JCatz 

11) conclusion: Ideas for the ·future. It w~~ agre~d tll:~t we n.i~~~t app~o~~h 
Presid~nt Chai~ H~~~~q. -



,..,,-D{George Gruen 

Ti 11// . . d 1 r.fivu J: . 
~. ~~/cJL, . 
~JI ttA. !JJP 
~ ·~~ 

.- · (./ - - . 

. . 
. . 

. ~ 



. -- ·--- --- ·-·-- ----- .. ---- ·--- _ , ____ .. ... - · - - - . . .. - ·· . . 

16 DEC ' 8.7 1 6: 2 1 ... . 

To: Georg~ <;ruen 

From& Shimon ~amu~ls 

D.eceraber 16, 1 ~87 
·: · .. 

AJC I SRREL 
' 

PRGE . 03 

Gaby Sheffer will ~ writing -to you separately regarding his feelings 
in response to your latest faxes. As I wrote ·last. w~ek, · I had 
aqreed with him that the conference i:s a.l.L'tsouy t.op heavy·. The 
fuL' ther proposals only exacerbate the sit~tion. Caby is . in a mood 
to cancel the oonf erence as he feels there is little understanding 
at the Ne~ York end. · · 

He and Hannah will be meetinq me at our office on the morning of 
Monday December 21 for a status talk, I strongly suggest that, apart 
from replacing dropouts - such as Norman Lamm - no additional 
names be aelaed. exoep~ t~ our .1.:i.st ot :i~vi~ees -.;o -.;hu • ~L·d \.:.L~ .... 1'1:1 11 

We have tried to xeach Rab~1 Eugene Lipman at the Hospice on several 
occasions without ·any success. I have discussed the conference with 
Ori Reqev, who' will be happy to attend and we're waiting for a 
response from .Richard airsh. 

- . . . ..· ;. ·- . . .. 

Following my me~tinq on Monday with Gaby, we will consolidate the 
invitation list~ taking into account all names you have mentioned 
and· ass~e that t:heY · w~ll include "a .. siqnificant number of Sephardim" . 

Reqardin9 rec~ptions, cocktails, dinners and "dani&hes", I .will get 
~~c)( ~o yo~-~~t:er - t~e Monday meeting • 

oc: 

.:; . : . :, . i " ' 1 

Bert Gold, Charney Bromberg, Zalman 
Bill ~r~sten., Qary Wolfe. 

SS/ml/1217 . . . ·:. 

Abnmov,~eTananl>aum, 



( 

' 

tJ ., ~., • .::i .11 ., .:i J,J '1 11\.::J.0., .:i 1 J IN II 
· · THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM 

.. : 

TH£ L!ONAJ.D DAVIS INSTITUTE 

FOil INTEJl.NAnONAL I.ELATIONS 

·-~ Mr .. George Gruen 
165 Fast 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear George, 

D,,~U<,l,:l D,On,, p:nm 0,,,,, ,,lH<., V7•31 

December 1, 1987 
H-4-gruenfat 

As you surely are aware, the plans for our forthcoming joint forum are 
progressing. We have lined up some important personalities, with 
varying perspectives, which should make for an interesting and 
productive interchange of ideas. 

I enclose herewith an article which Professor Harkabi has just 
recently written for publication in the jo\lnl8.l. of Progressive 
Judaism, MANNA, in London. I thought you might be interested in 
reading it, as Professor Ha.rkabi will be joining the speakers in our 
.forum, in the first session, Place, Role and S~tus of Religion in 
Contemporary Judaism, as speaker no.J, with the tentative title, 
"J~daism: A' Call for Change." 

I am sending a copy of same also to Ted Ellenoff, so tha.t you may bot;h 
be i,n the picture. 

With best regards, 

Sincerely, 

~s~ 
Gabi Sheffer 

· ·- 11 -·- ~ - · - ........... _ . ....... _. -·-· · · - -- ........ ···-



f'. r:-.~ \= ·.. . . . 
THE . AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date December 15, 1987 

to· Participants in Jeiusalem Fon.un on Society, State & Religion 2/15-17/88 

from George E: Giuen JfcJ2/_ 
. ·. . 

subject Travel arrangements 

It has Qeen-recorrunended that you make your travel arrangements through 
Unitours; which has served AJC for Board of Governors Institutes and other 
A.JC groups going to Israel. Although in this case most individuals will be travel
ing separately, Uni tours will be pleased .. to make the arrangements for you and 
make sure that :they coordinate with the program for the conference as well as 
for the meetings -of the Tas~ Force on American Jewish-Israeli Relations, which 
will take place the following week ., for those involved in the latter. 

We reconmend :that you -plan to arrive by stuiday February .14 the latest 
since our Intenµttional -Forum on Society, State and Religion will begin at the 
Hebrew University on M:::mday morning, February 15, 1988 • 

. \. . . 

Please contact Mr. Amram Zur, the director of Unitours, directly for 
travel and lodging arrangements. Most guests will be staying at the King David 
Hotel, with -the exception of academic participants in the conference who will 
be at the nearby Mishkenot Shaananim guest house. 

Mr.- iur' s--direct line is (203) 629-1485. The switchboard .mnnber is 
(203)-629-3900. Unitours has a .toll-free nlUilber, which is 1-800-223-1780. 

Please aiso let me .know of your plans as they relate to attending the 
sessions of the. ~onference, which include meals and receptions, so that we 
inform the Hebrew University, who are coordinating· these arrangements with us. 

cc: Shimon Samuels, M. Bernard Resnikoff, Bert Gold, Marc Tanenbaum, Gary Wolf 



... Ii ~MERIC.AN .JEW1$,~ C?C?MMITTEE 

date December 15, 19~7 

to ~h:imon Sanu.iels 

from George E. Gruen 
. · . • -· 

'-':J~i.:tct Reli?,~~~.~ . State and Society Forum and Related Matters 

Regarding the proposed meeting with Tel Aviv University together 
with Beit Hatfuts.ot, Bert Gold .feels t~at if it is a difficult thing to 
organize, we might as well skip it. Marc and I feel that one possibility 
would be take the panel on religion in the diaspora and have that presented 
in' Tel Aviv. We might want to include Henry Feingold to stmmarize his 
assessment of the .American-Jewish COJIVJlUility. 

All the other overseas participants and guests should be iJ1,vited 
to attend the Tel Aviv session, they would be free to rai~e questions and 
make very bri~f corranents during the ·discussion following the presentation . 

. I don't know whether we should include Rabbi Eliahu Essas, since 
4e is living in .Israel· and the issues effecting Soviet Jewry are quite 
diffe+ent from those· in the free diasporas. 

Please l~t me kn~w what you d~sire. . . . .. . . ... . ' .. •' . . -· . 

~EG:hb 

cc: Bert Gold, Marc Tan~nbaum, Bernie Resnikoff, Gary Wolf, Zalman Abramov 
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·&:ea AM~ftlCAN JEW!SH COMMITTEE 

aate December 17, 1987 

to Shimon Samuels 

gaoom George Gruen 

aa.DbJect Gabi Sheffer on Forum am! Society, State and Religion 

CC: Bert Gold, .Bill Trosten, Marc TanenbatDn, Bernie Resnikoff, 
Yaakov Pnini, Gary Wolf 

Following receipt yesterday of your disturbing fax that "Gahy js in 
a mood to cancel the conference as he fecb there is little w·t<.ler
standing at the New York end ," I tried yesterday t o reach him by 
telephone to find out what could prompt such a reaction. 

I finally reached him caily this morning (4:45 A.M. NY time, 11:45 in 
Jerusalem) , and heard him express his indignation over the unaccept
able attempt of the AJC to give him orders an<l force h:im to obey our 
demands. 

I was flabbergasted and said that while we had made suggestions and 
requests we had never demanded or ordered him to do anything. 

He came back and said that this was specif.ical ly in my mc11111 of Dec
ember 14. The :;entence, which he obviously misundcrstooJ and took 
out of context, reads, ''We agreed with your revised schedule that 
Gabi Sheffer should follow." This was in paragraph 6 and referred 
to the order of speakers in the .sessions on role of religion in 
Israel. 

I explained to Gabi that we were in foct agreeing with his revised 
schedule to have Gabi Sheffer follow Elynkim Rubinstein-. -The change 
we proposed was to have the discussion on the role of women switched 
to follow Shlomo Avineri rather than P!ecedc Sheffer. 

While English is not Gaby Sheffer's native tongue, it is yours, Shimon, 
and I would have expected that you could have clarified the misun<ler
_standing on the spot. 

As for the issue of the program being top heavy, I agreed an<l maJc it 
clear that we do not insist on any specific additional speakers . Marc's 
main concern, which 1 share, is that we not appear to be slighting the 
Sephardi majority of Israel's population. 

Attached is the revised outline of the sessions, inclu~ing the div
isions indicated in my December 14 memo, as well as a r0phrasing of 
the last two session titles. 111cse arc suggestions, not d.ictates or 
ultimata. Please discuss them with Gabi and Hanna on Monday. 



Hope you will be able to rurnish us art.er the mcet.ing with cx;.ict 
titles of the speakers an<l some biographical .infon11atiu11, <.1s well as 
a more precise setting of starting and ending times of the sessions. 
We also ne·ed an estimated budget. Please also provide us with the 
Davis Institute need an estimated budget. Please also .provide us 
with the Davis Institute FAX m.unber anc.l Hail!lah Three's phone numbers 
so that we can get some tcdmical details c.lirectly to· them. For 
example, when various persons arc pla1ming to arrive at M.ishkcnot and 
when they are leaving . What is the earliest <la t e that ~bshh~not is 
available to us? Happy I lannukkah to a 11. , 
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Robert S. Rifkind 
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Mimi Alperin 
Cr.oi~. t · e~uuv.~ Con1mini.:e 
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a~~a!o 
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David Hirschhorn 
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Ann P. Kaufman 
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Alfred H. Moses 
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Bruce M . Ranier 
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Jerome J . Shcst<>ck 
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R. Peter Straus 

Gordon Zacks 
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Morris 8 . Abram 
Howard I. Friedman 
Arthur J. Goldberg 
Philip E. Hoffman 
Richard Maass 
Elmer L. Winter 
Maynard I. Wishner 

Honorary V1ce-Presicsents 

Nathan Appleman 
David B. °Fleeman 
Martin Gang 
Ruth R. Goddard 
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Raymond F. Kravis 
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Elise D. Waterman 

M ax M. Fisher 
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Nauona! ExecU1ive Coun•il 
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The ~~erican Jewish 
Committee 

Rabbi Moshe Sherer, President 
Agudath Israel of America 
84 William Street 
New York, NY . 100.38 

Dear Rabbi Sherer: 

Institute o f Human Rela:ions 
165 East 56 Stree: 
New York. New York 10022-2746 
212 751 -_4000 

December ·15, 1987 

On behalf of the Amer lean Jewish Committee and the Hebrew 
University it is our _pleasure to invite you to participate in an 
international forum on "Society, State, and Religion : The Jewish 
Experience," to be held in Jerusalem from February 15-17, 1988 • 
We would be most appreciative if you could present an Agudah 
perspective on the topic of the "Place and Role of Religion in 
the American Jewish Community," in a Round Table discussion to 
take place during the ~fternoon of F~bruary 15. 

The discussion will be opened by Professor .Henry L. Feingold, whQ 
will ·deliver · a paper · on "Judaism and Jewishness in the American 
Jewish Perception." (See attached outline of the program) . We 
have made it clear that speakers will be presenting their own 
individual opinions, ~nd not necessarily acting as representa
tives of a. particular organization. 

The For um, which is being co-sponsored by the Leonard Davis 
Institute for International Relations of the Hebrew University 
and the International Relations Department of the American Jewish 
Committee, wi.11 be attended by noted Jewish scholars, pe_rsons 
active in Jewish communal life in I~rael and the Diaspora, and 
prominent Israel political and religious representatives. The 
conference is to be opened by the President of the State, the 
Honorable Chai~ Herzog. 

The State of Israel has been charged with a formidable task: 
creating ~t the same time a Jewish state and a modern, multi
ethnic democracy. Over . the years, unity has been maintained 
while competing groups have attempted to mold the character of . 
the state. In recent years, however, the delicately balanced 
process has been disturbed. Burnt Torah scrolls and vandalized 
bus stations . are grim reminders that some have lost sight of 
"Ahavat Yisrae•," restoring to violence instead of pursuing a 
peaceful continuation of the process of negotiated understand-
ings. . '"·· 
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· It ls because of our ·concern over the increasing signs of polarization 
that we have 9rganized t~e pres~nt · forum. Our objectives are to explore 
ways to incre.ase .mutua1 understanding and to foster a spi-rit of toler
ance and respect ano.ng the diverse: element.s of contemporary· Juda.is~. 

· In ad di t lon .to the major. ·speak:e'rs, there will . be a "second circle" of 
other concerned scholars; and ·religious and corrununal leaders who we hope 
will take an active part in discussions generated by the presentations. 
Our "third circle" will consist of an invited audiehce of educators, 
columnists and others actively concerned with state-religion and 
Israel-Diaspora issues. 

We would be pleased if you could be present for the duration of the 
Forum. we· would welcome your intervening in the discussions and making 
your own unique contribution to ~r understanding of soci~ty, state, and 
religion in Jewish life. 

The American Jewish C9mmittee will assume the cost of your transporta-
. . tlon to and from Jerusalem, as well as hotel accormodations and meals 

for the duration of the Forum. Participants are encouraged to arrive by 
Sunday, February 14, .in order to be ready for the opening of the Forum 
the. following morning. Further details concerning the Forum will be 
forthcoming. 

We sincerely hope that you will be able to arrange your schedule to join 
us in this potentially important event, and we look forward to your 
early favorable reply. 

k_ ._ -~ ~---- ~ 
~~rue,;:'~h~ 

Sincerely yours, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director, Israel and Middle . Director, International Relations 

East Affairs Division 

CEG/HHT:EL 

., 
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. · ~g A .MtlRICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

· · c1at.e December 17, 19.87 

to Shimon Samuels 

from George Gruen 

subject Gabi Sheffer on Forum and Society, State and Religion 

CC: Bert Gold, Bill Trosten, Marc Tanenbat.ml, Bernie Resnikoff, 
Yaakov Pnini, Gary Wolf 

Following receipt yesterday of your dist~rbing fax that "Gaby is in 
a mood to cancel the conference as he feels there is little tmder
standing at the New York end," I trie4 yesterday . to reach him by 
telephone to find out what could prompt such a reaction. 

I finally reached .him early this morning (4:45 A.M. NY time, 11:45 in 
. Jerusalem), and heard him express his indignation over the unaccept-
. ab le attempt of the AJC to give him orders and force him to obe}' our 
demands. 

I was flabbergasted and said that while we had made suggestions and 
requests we had .never demanded or ordered him to do anything. 

He came back and said that this was specifically in mY memo of Dec
ember 14. The sentence, which he obviously misunderstood and took 
out of context, reads, ''We agreed with your revised schedule that 
Gabi Sheffer .should follow." This was in paragraph 6 and referred 
to the· order of speakers in the sessions on role of religio~ in 
Israel. 

I explained to Gabi that we were in fact agreeing with his revised 
schedule to have Gabi Sheffer follow Elyakim Rubinstein~. ~. The change 
we proposed was to have the discussion on the role of women switched 
to follow Shlomo Avineri ~ather than precede Sheffer. 

While English is not Gaby Sheffer's native tongue, it is yours, Shimon, 
and I wou~d have expected that you could have clarified the mistmder
standing on the spot. 

As for the issue of the program being top .heavy, I agreed and made it 
clear that we do not · insist on any specific additional speakers. Marc's 
main concern, which I share, is that we not appear to be slighting the 
SeI>hardi rnajori ty of Israel '.s population. 

Attached is the revised outline of the sessions, including the div
isions indicated in my December 14 memo, as well as a rephrasing of 
the last two session titles. These are suggestions, not dictates or 
ultimata. Please discuss them with Gabi and Hanna on M:mday. 
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. .. Hope you will. )?e able to fu'rnish Us after the meeting.with exact 
'titles of the .speakers and some biographical infonriation, · as well. as 
a more precise setting of starting and ending times of the sessions .. 
We also need an estimated budget. Please also provide ~s with the 
Davis Institute need an estimated budget. Please also provide us 
with the Davis Institute FA.X number and Hannah Three's phone numbers 
so that we can get ·some technical details directly· to them . For 
example, when various persons are planning to arrive at Mishkenot and 
when they are leaving. What is the earliest date that Mishkenot is 
available to us? Happy Hannukkah to all j / 
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An International Forum on 

SOCIETY, STATE AND RELIGION: THE JEWISH EXPERIENCE 

Jerusalem, February 15-17, 1988 

Cosponsored by: 

The International Relations Department 
The American Jewish Committee 

The Leonard D.avis Institute 
for International Relations 
The Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem 

Preliminary List of Sessions, Top.ics, Principal Invited Speakers 
and Discussants 

Monday, February 15 

Morning Session: 

Opening Statement : President Chaim Herzog 

Place, Role and Status of Religion in ·Contemporarx Judaism 

1. "On The Interaction o~ Nationalism and Religion", R. J. Zvi Werblowsky 

2. "Pluralistic Elements in Jewish Tradition", Michael Fishbane 
Discussant: Zvi Zohar on Sephardi Perspectives 

Afternoon Session: 

Place and Role of Religion ln the 

American Jewish Community 

"Judaism and Jewishness in the American Jewish Perception" -- A historical 
overview by Henry L • . Feingold 

Round Table Discussion with representatives of the various movements. 
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Tuesday, February 16 

Morning Session: 

Role of Religion in The Diaspora 

1. Overview, Isl leibler, President of the Asia Pacific Jewish Association 

2. Continental Europe, Shmuel Trigano 

3. Latin America, Rabbi Roberto Graetz 

4. Russian Jews, Rabbi Eliahu Essas, former Soviet refusenik 

Afternoon Session: 

Role of. Religion in Israel 

Chairman: Zalman Abramov 

1. "Jewish Law and the Jewish Character of the State of ls~ael," 
Elyakim Rubinstein and Aharon Kirschenbaum 

Discussant: Adln Steinsaltz · 

2. "Political, Social and Cultural Cleavages within the Jewish Society", 
Gabl Sheffer 

Evening Session: 

1 . "Identification of the Main Issues and Groups with Regard to the 
Secular-Religious Cleavage", Shlomo Aviner i 

. 2. "The Status of Women in a Jewish State", Marilyn Safir 
Discussant: Alice Shalvi 

Wednesday, . February 17 

Morning Session: 

Strengthening Jewish Unity within a Democratic, Pluralistic framework 

1 •. · Means and Strategies for Change in Israel, Zvulun Hammer 
Discussant: Danny Tropper , (Gabriel Malka ?) 

2. Role of the Media: Perceptions and Misperceptions, Hanna Zemer 
(Thomas Friedman, discussant ?} 
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Afternoon Session: 

1. "Mutual Impact Between Developments in the Diaspora and Israel", 
Charles Llebman and Rabbi Shlomo Riskln 

2. "Judaism: A Call for Change," Yehoshaf at Harkabi 

Evening Session: 

Conclusion: Ideas for the Future 

What We Can Do Together to Advance Mutual Respect and Solidarity 
between Israel and the Diaspora 

Chairman : Theodore Ellenoff 

Avraham Harman, Prospects for the Future 

Yosef Burg 

Teddy Kollek 

Rabbi Chaim Druckman 

.Rabbi Pesach Schindler 

Sunnnation 

6446-(IRD-1) 
12/16/87/ar 



URGENT 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date December 21, 1987 
. ·. 

to Shimon Samuels, Yaakov Pnini, ·M. Bernard Resnikoff 

from George E. Gruen.,,{//. ,,/{f"· 
subject I nvi ta ti on to Rabbi Shubert Spero 

Because of the urgency of this matter, I am taking the 
liberty of addressing this memo to all three of you. 

Should Mr. Sa~uels not be available in the office to 
handle this himself, we would appr~ciate either Dr. Resnikoff or 
Mr. Pnini to follow through in immediately contacting Rabbi 
·shubert Spero by telephone and transmitting the attached in
vitation to him . 

Rabbi Walter Wurtzberger called this morning to say that 
he regretably could not change his plans to attend the forum on 
Society, ' state and Religion. He suggested Rabbi Spero who came 
on Aliyah about three years ago from Cleveland . . Marc and .I 
agreed that he would be a good choice. I understand that Rabbi 
Spero lives in Jerusalem and teaches at Bar Ilan ~ After speaking 
to him by phone, please have the fax copy of the invitation hand 
delivered to him. (I am mailing the original to him at Bar Ilan 
but have my doubts that it will get there before the conference.) 

Please let us know his response by return fax. '. Has Rabbi 
Richard Hirsch given you a definite acceptance yet? 

GEG:hb 

cc: Marc Tanenbaum, Charmey Bromberg~ Gary Wolf 
--
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The American Jewish 
Committee 

l:r!>.1 •111te of Human "lela:1ons 
~f'.: East 56 Street 
N; ·;.· York. New York 10022-2746 
212 ;:;1 4000 

December 21, 1987 

Rabbi Shuber t Spero 
Professor of Jewish Thought 
Bar Ilan Uni versity 
Ramat Gan, Israel 

Dear Rabbi Spero: 

On behalf of the American Jewish Committee and the Hebrew 
University it is our pleasure to invite you to participate in an 
international forum on "Society, State , and Religion: The Jewish 
Experience," to be held in Jerusalem from February 15-17, 1988. 
Knowing of your many years ~xperience as a prominent rabbi in the 
Young Israel movement in the United States, we would be most 
appreciative if you could present an Orthodox perspect i ve on the 
topic of the "Place and Role of Religion in the American Jewish 
Community," in a Round Table discussion to take place during the 
afternoon of February 15. 

The discussion will be opened by Professor Henry L. Feingold , who 
will deliver a paper on "Judaism and Jewishness in the American 
Jewish Perception." (See attached outline of the program) . We 
have made it clear that speakers will be presenting thei r own 
individual opinions , and not necessarily acting as r epresenta
tives of a particular organization. 

The Forum , which is being co-sponsored by the Leonard Davis 
Institute for International Relations of the Hebrew University 
and the International Relations Department of the Ameri can Jewi sh 
Committee, will be attended by noted Jewish scholars, persons 
active in Jewish communal life in Israel and the Diaspora, and 
prominent Israel political and religious representatives . The 
conference is to be opened by the President of the State, the 
Honorable Chaim Herzog. 

The State of I s rael has been charged with a formidable task: 
creating at the same time a Jewish state and a modern, multi
e thnic democracy. Over t he years , unity has been maintained 
whil e competing groups have attempted to mold the character of 
the state . In recent years, however, the delicately balanced 
process ha s been disturbed. Burnt Torah scrolls and vandalized 
bus s t ations are grim r eminders that some have lost sight of 
"Ahavat Yi s rael," r estoring to violence instead of pursuing a 
peaceful continuation of the process of negot iated understand
ings. 
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It ls because of our concern over the increasing signs of polarization 
that we have organized the present forum. Our objectives are to explore 
ways to increase mutual understanding and to foster a spirit of toler
ance and respect among the diverse elements of contemporary Judaism. 

In addition to the m·ajor speakers, there will be a "second circle" of 
other concerned scholars, and religious and communal leaders who we hope 
will take an active part in discussions generated by the presentaticns. 
Our "third circle" will consist of an invited audienc~ of educators, 
columnists and others actively concerned with state-religion and 
Israel-Diaspora issues. 

We would be pleased if you could be present for the duration of the 
Forum. We would welcome your intervening in the discussions and making 
your own unique contribution to our understanding of society, state, and 
religion in Jewish life. 

We sincerely hope that you will be able to arrange your schedule to join 
us in this potentially important event, and we look forward to your 
early favorable reply. Please respond directly to Mr. Shimon Samuels, 
Director of the AJC office in Israel, 9 Ethiopia Street, Jerusalem. 
(Tel. (02) 233551, or (02) 228862.) 

Sinc~rely yours, 

£!~. c.$~~ 
.,./""~~uen, Ph.D 

Director, Israel and Middle 
East Affairs Division 

GEG/MHT:EL 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director, International Relations 



. THE AMERICAN. JEWISH COMMIT'.TEE 

date December i8, 1987· 

to Shimon Samuels 

from George E. Gruen 

·subject Society, State and Religion 

/ 

Continuing the memo I began, attached is our li~t of revised program 
·which includes a detailed breakdown of the timing within .each of the 
sessions. Please let us ~ow innnediately whether this is acceptable 
to you and tjle Davis Institute. 

I reiterate that after speaking to Bert Gold and Marc Tannenbaum, we 
have reached the following decisions in answer to your queries: 

1. We will pay a maximum of a seven night stay for Rabbi 
Roberto Graetz and other overseas invited participants. Professsor 
Michael Fishbane is planning to arrive ·on February 10th or 11th. He 
will let us know shortly. I am planning to arrive on the 11th. 

Bert gold does not want to spend money on a genera1 ·reception on t.bnday 
night. He suggests having dinner, for oniy the: ·partitjpants ei.t11er at ·· 
Beit Maierdorf, Mei Niftoh, or another restaurant which is not too 

. ·expensive, but nice. · 

·You wiil note, that we have added art infonnal dinner meeting for the 
speakers and other oyerseas _guests of the A.JC and Davis Institute personnel 
on Wednesday evening. 

Regarding the Wednesday morning program; Marc and I. are wondering whether 
it would not be more effective and logical to begin the day with the 
presentations by Lieb~ and Riskin. Please. advise. 

The Wednesday evening concluding session is quite top-heavy .with speakers, 
and we are shortening the presentations, .also the batting order. Do you 
want a refonn representation and one or two .Americans on this panel? 

Many thclnk.s for your help and best wishes for t~e New Year. 

CC: 
. . / . . . 

Bert Gold, Marc Tannenbaum, Bill Trosten, Qlarney Bromberg, Gary Woif 
Yaakov Pnini, Berni Resnikoff. 

' -;. 

· .. 
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22 DEC ' E7 1: 00 AJC ISRAEL PAGE . 01 .. . 
To r George Gruen 
From: Shimon Samuels 

Decemlier 21, 1987 

RELIGION, STATE AND SOCIETY FORUM: 

Unfortunately, Gaby Sheffer could not make the meeting and left me 
with Yehoshofat Harkabi and Hannah ~hee. 

In discussing the questions that you raised in your fax .of December 18, 
we reached the followin9 conclusions: 

I 

1. Each paper presenter will have 20-25 minutes, each discussant 10~12 minute\ 

2. Day One 

Morning session: 

9:00 - 1:00 (coffee break 1.1:00-11:20) 

Afternoon session: 

lc30 - 6:00 p.m. (coffee break 4:00-4120) 

There will be no evenin9 session. 

Mornin9 sessions 

9::'00 - 12 s 30 p.m • . 
Afternoon and evening sessions: / 

2100 - 4:30 1i(break for coffee and danish) 

SrOO - 7:00 p.m. 
Dinner at leisure 

Day Three 

Morning sesaion1 
9:00 - 1100 (this includes items 1. Zevulun Hammar, 2. Hannah Zemer; 

3 . Liebman and Riskin) 

There will be no afternoon session. The final reception will be qiven 
at the Hebrew· university as a liqht buffet between 6:00 and 7aao p.m. 
The concluding session 8100 - 10:00 p.m. 

!here is a question aa to the opening reception on the first day to follow 
the close of the afternoon session at 6100 p.m. ie where and ligh~ 
refreshments or dinner/buffet? 
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J. Re9ardin9 chairmen. Harkabi agrees that Ellenoff chair the openinq 
session and introduce Herz.og . He also Wi !'lhes to present his, the first 
paper at 9 : 00 a.m. on day one 1e beforl he arrival of President Herzog. 
He sees no difficulty with announcing tr; 1t the President's arrival 
has been postponed until 10 : 00 a.m. and ·1tartin9 the session without 
further delay. This would obviate your :;oint 4 reqarding a breakfast 
welcoming session. 

4 . Reqardin9 point S, we require the dates of each persons arrival in order 
to assure places at Miehkenot. There is no problem regarding Rabbi Graetz . 

s. Hannah suggests thAt 1ogistical problems do not exist as taxis are freely 
available. 

t30 
6. Should you insist on a video, you will have to bring your own equipment. 

I understand that Gaby aqreed by · telephone with y~u that all sessions 
will be tape-recorded. 

7 . Translation from and into Hebrew of ad-hoc questions can be accomodated 
by the respective chairmen or Hannah or myself. It is probable that all 
participants and invitees will be Enqlish-speaking. 

8. AJC will be responsible for hospitality arrangements for its own leadership 
. '. and Yaacov Pnini will be charged with pro9ramming, meeting arrivals 

etc. 

9. As the Institute never c~arges admittance, nor keeps attendance records, 
there will be no need for staff on these matters . Both the Institute 
and ourselves will arrange for press contacts, though there may be 
some duplication in app~oaches, this r-Rn only PnhAn~~ our approach. 

10. The Leonard Davia Institute has no fax line. Its direct telephone lines are: 
882312/820014 and· Hannah's home nwnber - 825232. 

11. Please note that in your . draft program, you have omitted Avi Ravitaky 
who will be the dlacus•ant for Werblowsky. You have also omitted th$ 
names of the roundtable discussants on 'The Role of Religion in the 
American Jewish Community'. Apart f~om Wolfe Kelman, we are unsure as to 
whom else ia participating. 

~ 12. We are requesting Arik Carmon of the Israel-Diaspora Institute to chair 
;• the Tuesday morning session on "Role of Religion in the · Diaaporaw • 

. t3· 
I 

We have requested Ruth Gavison to appear with Elyakim Rubinstein and NOT 
Aaron KirschenbaWJl. You have also omitted Uzi Ornan who ia the diacuasant 
for : Shlomo Avineri . 

14 . Richard Hirah does not wish to participate in a . panel with Rabbie of 
other streams. Are you prepared for him to be placed in the concluding 
session? 

Regards, 

coa Bert Gold, Maro Tanenbaum, Gary Wolf, ·Yaaoov Pnini, Charney Bromberg. 



'l'o 1 Georqe Gruen 

· Froms Shimon Samuels~ 
SEP 2·s 19~pteinber 21, 19s1 

S~ciety, State and Religion Symposiwn 

, 

l 

1 • I have reserved the date in Chaim Kerzo9' s oa-lendar tor an opening 
statement and· am awaiting final confirmati~~ . from hi• office. 

2. Zvi Werblowaky and oan Elazar can only conf~rll\ closer to Yom 
.. Kippur after oheokinq their conference schedule in the u.s. 
· just prior to our symposium. :. 

,, . . 

3. Marilyn Sefer haa accepted to speak on women~ 

4 . .. f am awa1.~in9 word from both M~ Ste9 and Iei. Leibler (the· latter . 
is currently in Moscow). I · 

5. Le:Ona~cl . mavis .. inst.it~• oannot 1.1nderetand. why we are a1eo 1nvJ.tinc; 
Harold Schulweis. They feel t.hat.·t.he.panel is already top heavy • 

6. Gaby Sheffer has no special deals with BL AL. 
.. 

Best regards, / 

ccs Bert Gold, Marc ~anenbaum 
SS/ml/9127 
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