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20 February 1981 

Foreign ;\ff airs Depar.tmen~ .(.1.i.'/J. 
.~A;?:-,'f:I.. 

Jacob Kovadlof f ~ / ' · -" · · 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Meetings in Wasfiington: Human. rights; :.Argentinian Affairs; 
Hispanic programs; Cuban trip. 

During my four-day stay in Washington, I had discussio:ns with officials 

.at the State Department, the Organizati:n of Americ~. States (OAS), the 

. . 
Argentinian-Chilean border disp~te to Chi~e's satisfaction, I decided this 

. I 

would-be a good ?pportunity to broach these human rights cases with Msgr. ~rcelL 

Laghi, whom I know well _(but who was in Ma ... "lilla while· I was in Washington) 

workerd ,for years. with great success in f~eei.i1g political pr~soners in 

Argentina, and one hopes that Va.tican efforts on . behalf of ·the two Chileans 

will prove as helpful; . I also informed Msgr. Purcell about .A.JC activities. 

aimed at furthering Jewish-Catholic dialogue with Hispanics -in this country, 

a program in whi~ he expressed great interest . 
.. 
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.At the Department of State. I. met wit~ se~eral: officials, includll'.tg 

Ray. Jorgensen of the Bureau of Hwnan Rights and Hi.m1.anitarian Affairs. 
. . 

In a two-hour meeting, I exchanged infonnat~on with this . career diplom.at 
. -

· ·who now handles South Amerl.can cases. He is aware of the · plight of the 

two Chileans ·and some of the Argentinian desaparecidos whose names I 

mentioned and said he would raise the matter with the .appropriate State 

Department desks. .In Jorgensen's view, th~ U.S. won't. be out of t}J.e hu- · 

man rights picture W1der the Reagan Administration, altho.ugh hUJl1£lJ1 

rights will not .be viewed ~s an issue separate from other American 

foreigµ policy .. interests. Jorgensen was anxious to learn from me what 

I knew .about developments in ~gentina and. elsewhere in South America. 

At the South American desk, I spoke with Gerald Whitman, head of 

the Argentina.section, about the latest anti-Semitic incidents there, 

and with Peter Whitney of the· .. Chiie desk. I also saw George Lister, the 

human rights expert who is .adviser on human right~ to the 1.egal Division 

of the State Department. 

1he plight of political prisoners and de~apareeida; in Argentina was 

also the· subject of my discu5sion. wit11 Ambassador Quijano, who represents 

Argentina .in .the OAS. ·I told Quijano that there is widespread expectation of 

a more favorable American· attitude toward South .American countries, among 
. . . 

the;·· new, Administration officials, but that is precisely why we feel the 

Argentinian Government should do its part to 'demons~rate ·real progress on 

matters such as the liberation .qf political prisoners and explanations 

concerning the fate · of those who l!ave "disappeared'.~" to make the . ·new· 

A3ministration's job easier. Quijano said these ·chariges are not likely to 

occur ·before General Vioia ~ssumes the Argentinian presidency next month 

and new Ministers are appointed. 

~: 
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Inc,identally, . I was · told again · in Waihington- that ~ne of . the three 

leading candidates for ·the position of .Foreign Minister in· Argentina is Rafael 

Martinez Raymonda, a lawyer who is a close personal friend of mine. I am 

happy .. to report that Martinez worked closely on certain. matters with AJC' s 

Bueoos Aires office and attended several of out conferences on. ht.iman rights • . · 

He .believes strongly _in democratic ideals and may initiate iJJi:por~ant cnanges 

in areas of concern to us in Argentina. . . ~ 

For the time being,. however , the··.situation of the desaparecidos continues . 

to worry us and others. · At a meeting of the · AJC and the International 
· .. · 

Associates that .I attended while in Washington, human rights activist .Rabbi 

.Marshall Meyer of Argentina· said he believes approximately 2000 d~saparecidos 

are still alive . · But the Executive Director of the Inter-American Hrnnan 

~ghts Commission of the OAS, Dr. Edmundo Vargas Carrefi~~ t9ld me .that. he's . 

not so confident about this. Vargas is very knowledgeab.1£.about th~ entire 

situation and, in fact, got ·a call from Mrs. Bronfman ,th.e mother of C?ne of 

the Chilean prisoners,whil e she wa~ visiting with AJC'.s Nives Fox in Paris. 

· Yarga_s toid r.:ie. he .. th~s n~w action .in favor of Argentinian pol.it1cal prisoners 

will follow Viola's asstnnption of power. 

But hwnan rights are not the main concern of Argentinian leaders, . . . 

according to the new Naval Attache to the Argentini an Embassy, Capt.: · 

Ju:iio Garza, with whom I niet.· He spoke of the governmeri.t!s concern with 

economic problems, including rising llllemployment and cost-of-living ~d the 

fact that 26 banks went bankrupt in a 6-month period. These · economic 

difficulties could_, ·he .feels, 1ea4 eventually to. social .unrest. 

. . , 
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Another central theme in my discussions .w~ the series of AJC 
. . . 

projects involving Hispanics_ in America, including a mass media 

conference about the image of Hispanics in the press, and Hispanic-
. . . . •' 

Jewish conferences in variou~ pa~ts of .the ~ountry. I spok~ about 

these projects wit~ Andrew Baker, newly-appointed director of the 

Washington Chap~er of AJC, and with Joe Aguayo, former President of 

Latinos in Communication~, who introdu~_ed m~ to hal~ a dozen Hispanic 

radio, television and press personalities in Washington, .and advised 

me about foundations that might assist AJC in our Hispanic projects. 

Before leaving for Washington, i spo"ke with Ambassador Alejandro Orfi­

la, Secretai-y-General of the OAS, who, upon hearing of.our Hispanic 

programs, spontaneously offered OAS cooperation. In Washington, the · 

Deputy Director of Administrative Affairs for OAS, Reinald Scheman; 

· promised .to advise me· and t~ help in the pro~urem~nt ~f OAS support. 

At the Israeli Embassy, Secr~tary Victor .Harei, ·who is also an 

observer to the OAS, discussed with me the situation in Latin America 
. . . 

and also the impending visit .. of 15 American Hispanic. journal~sts to 

.Israel, on which I had advised him several months ago. 

Last~y, I spoke with Ralph Braibanti, .head 9f the .Cuban Desk at . . . . . .. . 

. the .State Department, about .mY forth~oming visl.t to ~ha.t COllD:try .. He 

advised me that there is no rea~ danger involved in · such a mission; 

provided .I stay out of the· spotlight.. . The Cubans woul.d surely not jail, 
' . . . . . . . . : . . .· . 

. me,- he said, at mo.5t_, they would ~sk me to leave th~ country. He promised, 

nonetheless, to report on·my plans to Wayne Smith, who represents US 

-interests in Havana. . 

JK/sg 
xc :· Bert Goid 
edited by Yadin Kaufmann 
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1HE AMERICAN JEWISH. CCM.1ITTEE. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS CQ\1MISSION MEETING 

AJ,C Annual :Meeting . May 12 ' 1982 

Chairperson: Rita ·E.· Hauser 

MINUTES 

I. Re.port by Howard Friedman on South .American Trip 

Mr. Howard Friedman briefly described the recent trip of a high-level 
A.JC delegation to Brazil, Argentina, Uru~y and Chile. The participants 
included -- ip addition to*Mr. Friedman --*Maynard Wislmer, Philip and Bee 
Hoffma.J), Rita Hauser,*Theodore Ellenoff and*Bert Gold and Jacob Kovadloff 
from the staft. In each country the delegation met with high government . 
officials -- including the Presidents, the Israeli and .American Ambassadors, 
principal Jewish leadership (the President of Chile's Jewish Comnrunity, 
Mr. Gil Sinai, was present at the Anilual Meeting), journalists and Chris­
tian clergy ~ 

Though each country is different and faces ~different set of problems, 
there are ·several common features: in each of the four there is concern re 
political· un~est resulting from ·severe economic problans. Yet in general 
the AJC delegation fotmd strong, vital Jewish communities with a broad 
range of conmrunal institutions and activities. There are some 600,000 
Jews in -all of Latin . ~erica: i50,000 in Brazil, 35,000 in Uruguay, 30,000 
in Chile and between 300 ,000-350 ,000 in Argentina. These corranunities, Mr.· 
Friedman. stated, are secure and are resentful of .American Jews who portray 
them as being in danger. 

The trip -- whose purpose was to renew relationships, share our con­
cerns, .and corrmrunicate .AJC's agenda to government officials -- was, in the 
view of those who participated, a success. But this does not mean that. no 
problems remain. For example, though all . four countries are Catholic, especi­
ally in Argentina does the Catholic Church r~ally play a dominant role in 
society as part of the establishment. This has meant that though Argentine 
Jewry is free to maintain its institutions and carry on its activities, it 
does not participate in many areas of Argentl.ne life . There are few Jewish 
judges though there are many Jewish lawyers; few Jewish faculty, etc. (The 
group .was told that other non-Catholics, such as the Protestant community, 
are in a similar situation.) 'I_'he Argentine Government has. condemned in­
cidents of anti-Semi~ism such as cemetery desecrations and also some anti­
semitic literature ; but there has been little effort to arrest the vandals 
or to curtail the circulation of anti-Semitic material. The group specifi­
cally mentioned these problems in its meetings in ·Argentina. 

* accompanied by wives 
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Another of the issues raised by the AJC de.legation in Argentina was 
htunan rights in general. In meetings with the President an4 the Minister 
of the Interior the delegation urged that the goveTilITlent consider a general 
clemency for some 650 prisoners, some of whom have been in jail for years 
without charges. The Interior Minister responded that about half were 
hard-core fanatics whom it would be dangerous to release, but that the re-

. maining cases would be reviewed with a view to possible release. Subse­
quently, it was learned that of the 13 specific cases brought to the Mini­
ster's attention by the AJC delegation, four were released from prison 
two days later. 

The AJC group also raised the issue of Jewish chaplains for Argentine · 
soldiers of the Jewish faith; as a result the Argentine Government has, 
for the first time, authorized the appointment of three Jewish chaplains 
to the ariny. 

Mr. ·Friedman commented with regard to Chile that the military junta 
appears to .be settling in for a long stay .in power before any restoration 
of democracy. While Jews have been affected as all other citizens, qua 
Jews, they rema~n secure. · 

The .group caine away with the impression that Uruguay represented the 
best bet for the future -- already the process of restoring democracy has 
begun, and ~here is a relatively yo~g and vital Jewish leadership~ 

Mrs. Rita Hauser remarked on the Timennan controversy, noting that the 
Argentine community people with whom the AJC delegation met felt thp:t Timer.:.. 
man bad greatly exaggerated the situation in Argentina. Still, she said, 
if not for Timennan the rest of the world would be ignorant -of the situation 
of Argentine Jewr}' and Argentina in general.. All the attention prompted 
by Timerman's book has put the goveTilITlent on the defensive and evoked pro­
testations of goodwill toward the Jewish community. But one must bear in 
J1lind that Jews are not fully integrated into Argentine society, even if 
they are third-generation Argentines. ~tr. Friedman added that while there 
is no doubt as to the accuracy- of Timerman's account of his ordeal in 
prison, there is bitter controversy over his analysis of Argentine Jewry, 
and the A.JC delegation saw nothing in the course of the trip ·to support 
Timennan's reading of the situation. 

II. Update on _Central .America by Sergio Nudelstejer, Director of AJC 
Off ice for Mexico and Central .America 

Mr. Sergio Nudelstejer gave a brief account of some recent develo]Jlilents 
in Central .America . In Costa Rica, the new president, Dr. Luis Alberto 
~1onge, is a good friend of the local Jewish community and of Israel (he 
was Costa Rica's first ambassador to Israel), and there are great expect­
ations that he will improve the domestic situation. · (Note: Already the 
new government has announced its intention to restore its .Finbassy in 
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Israel to Jerusalem.) _In Guatemala, the unrest and guerrilla clashes con-· 
tinue; and the new military junta has allowed the circulation of some 
anti-Semitic material. In Mexico, wJ:ie:re there are severe economic pro­
blems (currency devaluations, high unemployment), anti-Semitic literature 
is being distributedi recently there was a bomb scare at a Jewish school, 
and generally there is fear that the leftist groups in . the country will 
become .active in pro-ATa,b and pro-PLO causes (Mexico· has allowed the PLO 
to open an office). Recently leftists picketed. the Israeli Bnbassy, pro- · 
testing Mexico's sale of oil to Israel and asking for a cut-off of relation5. 

In El Salvador~· many Jews have left, but with the nomination of a new 
civilian president it is expected that the political situation will stabili~e 
and Jews may return. In Nicaragua, there is basically no change; only two 
Jews remain in the country (the majority of the community left long ago), 
and the synagogue i~ closed. The Mexiccµl Goverrunent has been trying to · 
promote relations between Nicaragua and Israel -- there are !de facto but 
not de j ure relations. · 

Mrs. Hauser mentioned that A.JC has set up a subcorronittee on Latin 
.American affairs, with Dr. Howard Greenberger (of N.Y.U. Law School) as 
chairman. . , 

III. Reports by Dr . M. Bernard Resnikoff and Gershon Avner of A.JC' s 
Israel Off ice 

Dr. Resnikoff reviewed some highlights of AJC's Israel Office acti­
vities in the last year. Among them was the arrangement reached with the 
Ministry of Education to sponsor an in-'service trainipg program for social 
studies teachers on American Jewish history; sponsorship of a series of 
lectures at Bet Hatefutsot on Diaspora Jewry; sponsorship of a conference 
on religious plurality and tolerance among secular and observant Jews (the 
proceedings were published in Hebrew aµd will also appear in English); and 
sponsorship of a course to train police in how to deal with .American blacks 
arriving in Israel. 

Gershon Avner, the Director of Political Affairs in AJC's Israel 
Office, analyzed the current mood in Israe:i after the retuni of the remain­
der of the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt, and assessed the chance of .success 
of the negotiations on Palestinian autonomy. Today, Mr. Avner said, the 
mood in Israel ts bitter and solerrm (especially so in contrast to the 
euphoria following.Sadat's visit to Jerusalem). Israelis feel that the 
world is indifferent to the great concessions they made iri the Sinai; they 
see a new ruler in Egypt who is tilting toward the Arab world, an4 the very 
slow progress in normalization of relations. There is great fatigue with 
the Palestinian problem and a wish that it would just "go away"; there is 
still a national consensus that a Palestinian ·Arab state would constitute 
a mortal danger to the future of Israel, whil~ at the same time there is 
a realization that Israel will now have to deal with this problem somehow. 
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Israeli bitterness is heightened by international pressure for a Pales­
tinian state while the sale of sophisticated anns to hostile Arab states 
continues to erod~ Israel's· military margin of safety. 

In this situation it is likely that the autonomy talks will result· 
in stalemate.. Prime Minister Beg in' s policies enjoy wide . support in Israel, 
nruch wider than the slim parliamentary majority; his position of "no more 
concessions" is shared by many, far beyond his own political party. Israel's 
concept of autonomy -- defined narrowly -- is very far from that of Egypt, 
which wants a very broad autonomy which will lead eventually to a Palestin­
ian st~te. So· the impasse is not likely to be resolved soon. In Israel 
there is . talk of ·another war, for the first time since Sadat came to 
Jerusalem. And outside pressure will only harden the Israeli position. 
Still; Mr. Avner said, one must remember that there are many positive 
things going on in Israel, and .American Jews should help lighten the exter­
nal burden so Israelis can concentrate on continuing to improve their 
internal situation. 

Mrs. Ha.user asked what would happen if the West. Bank were annexed. 
Mr. Avner responded that he felt Mr. Begin was· in no hurry to annex the 

,, West Bank formally. He is cormnitted to Camp David and to .the autonomy 
talks. He wants the negotiations to continue but wouldn't mind if they 
didn't, since it is his policy to gradually enlarge the Jewish pr.esence 
on the West Bank, on th~ grot.md. 

Mr. Bookbinder as}ced about the Peace Now movement in Israel, which 
had recently sponsored a demonstration in which 30,000 people showed up. 
Mr. Avner commented that the Peace Now movement is not a dominant one, and 
the majority, as already stated, share Begin's views and not those of Peace 
Now. One must be realistic in gauging what lies ahead and look at .the 
majority's presence, whatever one's personal opinions. 

On the question of whether the Arab states truly desire a Palestinian 
state, which could threaten than as nruch as it would Israel, Mr. Avner 
ranarked that the Arabs are serious about wanting to set up a Palestinian 
state. Jordan, which might harbor doubts about this, is in an equivocal 
positiqn, but not a decisive one in terms of Arab politics. 

:After the conclusion of Mr. Avner's remarks and discussion, the Com­
mission. briefly considered the draft Middle East statement to be taken up . 
Sunday morn:ing· at ·tlie p~~mun. Mrs . Hauser announced the-publication by 
AJC of a .new and .important study on the. Palestinian issue, The Palestinians 
in . Perspect~ve, . ~~ited by Dr . Ge~rg~ Gruen, and also · two forthcoming re-
ports on· the F~la~has. . . 

# 

Submitted by Lois Gottesman 

82-550-30 
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Anti-Defamation League~of Bhai B\-ith 
823 United Nations Plaza, New York, NY 10017~12127490-2525 Telex 649278 . 

LYNNE IANNIELLO 
Director, Commun ications 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New York, N.Y. Dec •. 20 ••.. Passions in Mexico's Jewish community, roused 

by a recent vicious anti-Semitic diatribe in the nation's Chamber of 

Deputies , have been quieted by the condemnation and repudiation of the 

statement by government ~uthorities, according to the Anti-Defamation 

League of B'nai B'rith. 

The League, which ~as consulted from the inception of the incident, 

quoted Mexican Jewish leaders as being satisfied that the "outrageous 

anti-Semitic speech" by Miguel 01 ea Enriquez, the Deputy from 

Chihuahua, is "an isolated example of bigotry and does not represent the 

views of the government .or the Partido Revol uc ionaria Ins ti tuc ional 

(PRI), his political party." 

The anti-Semitic remarks by Mr. Olea Enriquez were made in the 

midst of a general debate in the Chamber December 1 on stiffer penalties 

for violators of currency control measures. While the deputies 

f. denounced the widespread violations by many industrialists , Mr. Olea 

Enriquez singled out Jews as "experts in such matters . " 

f'"' Julio Torenberg, president of Tribuna Israelita, the Jewish commu-

/ n. ity's human relations agency, told ADL that the Jewish community was 

~ (more) 

Founded in 1913 "to stop the defamation of the Jewish people . . . to se~ure justice and fair treatment to all citizens alike." 

a a a 
a ti= a 
1913-1983 ........-~L 
IN SERVICE TO THE • 
AMERICAN PEOPLE . t11t'M•=''""•~~ 
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. pleased that all the members of the PRI majori,ty in the Chamber joined 

Leopoldo Enrique Soto Izquierdo; the part~'s secretary, in a statement 

of repudiation. The statement, he _noted, emphas·ized that Enriquez' 

remarks were "racist and contrary to Mexican law and tradition." 

Mauricio Lulka, president of the B'nai B'rith Human. Relations Com-

mission in Mexico, reported that in a . meeting with Jewish leaders, 
~. 

Manuel Bartlett Diaz, secretary of Gobernacion, and senior minister in 

the Prestdent's cabinet, had communicated the disavowal of anti-Semitism 

by President Miguel de la Madrid and his assurance that the Jewish 

community has nothing to worry about. 

In summing up the matter, Messrs. Torenberg and Lulka said that 

their organizations and the Comite Central Israelita, the Jewish commu-

ni.ty's central communal agency, would lik~ to put a lid on the matter 

because Mexico's executive and legislative officials "have -clearly 

demonstrated the traditional Mexican respect for minority and human 

rights." 

# 

AJ,LAJ,LAP-FOR,LAP-US,BHLA-83 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

I,: 

dale 

to 
from 

aubleot 

July 11th, 1984 

Marc H .. Tanenbaum 
Se!gio Nudelstejer 

Enclosed please find some xerox copies of press 
release~ that were. published· concerning the interview 
he.ld between the AJC ·Delegation and Mexican President, 
Miguel de la; .Ma,drid., last Ma,y 15th, in Washington D. C. 

One of the. clippings is of the Spanish- Jewish weekly 
newspaper Tr.ibuna I~ra~.lita; another from the Mexi.can-
Jewi.sh. .weeklY: De.r W.eg arid the third one i .s ·from the 
Spanish-Jewi .sh weekly of Ca,ra,ca,s, Venezuela, Nuevo Mundo 
Is.ra_eli.ta,. · · 

As always , -my most cordial r~gards. 

cc: David Harris 
Jacobo Kov~dlof 
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,_.,: '~ :' WASHINGTON,_:E1:.presidente de, Mexico, Miguel .de ila-.Madrid dijo a dir.igentes del Comite 
· J>udi.6 Americano que "Mexico tiene u.na ·actitud ·.permanente .. de amistad y respeto por el pueblo 
j.udlo". y :que ·se considera "un a~go.y defensor ·'de .Israel'\.. .. . . . · , .· : ... ... 

·· · De la Madrid -recibi6 a la iielegaci6n duran te su reciente visita oficial a . Washingt~n,. en. ·Ia: 
unk;a a:udiencia concedida. a. Un g~UipO judio. . 

. Res,pondiendo a Ia· bienve~ida: 
'-0freeida por el pres idente. de la 

. Junia de Gobernadores del Comite, 

. l'heod~re Ellenoff, e1 presidente 
De Ia Madrid expres6: "Mexico es 

. consfatente en su filosofia h!st6. 
rica h acia la comunidad j-U:dia me­
xicana. En MeX:ico apreaiamos a 

I 
los .grupos divers.o~ que compo.· 

· nen nuestra sociedad". . · · 

I Reafirmando su declaraci6.n he. 
/ ~ha eJ pa_sado octubre, reptidian-
1 'd~ el antisemitismo en . Mexico, el 
1 · man.datario mexicano dijo: "So. 
j : mos amigos de 'la" comunidad judia 
! .de Mexico y apredamos profun. 

I .damente la cu:ltura de donde pro­
.v.ienen l<?s judlos,. Los judios en 

I
' Mexico son totalmente mexicano.s 

y en al sociedad tienen igualdad 
. plena·~. 

I · Al refe'rirse iii Medio Orlente, 
l De Ia Madrid sefi.al6: "Desde la 

I. . creaci6.n deJ estado de Israel, he. 
· mos <leiendido a Israel. .. Aun. 

I 
. que Mexico no· siempre esta de 

· . acUP.r<lo con la poliUca de Israel, 

1

1.4_ ha·qlamos abiertamente de nues-
•: tras diferencias. . " . 

' · · "F-raricamente creemos · que es 
\ : ·es-ef1c~al encarar la cuesti6n del 
I . pueblo padestino. A menos que el 

problema. de los palestinos se re. 
. suel'Va , se perpetilara e1 conflicto 
con· las cons.ecuencia.s . tra·gicas . 

' que cqnocemos", dijo. el p:r:esiden-
. te. .. 

·La deelgaci6n del Comite, a la 
par:que reconoci6 Ia ·importancia 
de· resolver al situaci6n .de los pa. 
lestinos, dijo que Ia paz·en el Me. 
dio Oriente depende de una cues~ 
ti6n critica, la n~ativa de . los 
paises arabes y de l?- Org~izaci6n 
para la Liberac i6n de Palestina a 
reconocer el derechp de Israel a 
existir co:ino una naci6n .indepen.. 
diente. · , ; ' 

El presidente Miguel de la Ma­
drid res,pondl6 .tndicando que ''el 

· gobier.no. y el pueblo mexicanos 
apoyan el derecho ·de Israel a vi. 
vii; como. un es.tado so~rano. En. 
focamos este. problem a de Ia miS­
ma manera que otras· cuestiones 

rania de todas las naciones, con­
si:derandola : inviolable". · 

.. 
La delegat:!i6n escuch6 luego al 

pre~idente ,pa~ revista a los te • 
mas .an?!J.izados con el ;pre,sidenjle 

' Ronakl. ~agan incluso las· rela • . 
ciones entre ambas naciones; las 
diferencias de politica hach .Affie. 
rica Central; la situaci6.n econ6-
miea : me:Xi~ana;'--ia .'necesiciact de 
aumeritar el intercambio; el t u- ·1· 

rismo, y los problemas de lo~ tra. 
. bajadore~ mexicanos ind~um~n- I 

t;ados en Estados Unidos . . De la I 
M<1drid dijo que "Hay probl..irr.as ' ·· 
real es entre Estaaos Unidos ~ · I . 
Mexico pero las ·relaciones en ge. 
riera!l son buenas". · · 

~l ·director del .d~partamento. de f . 
Relaciones Internaclonales del I. 
Comite J~d.io Americano, rabina i" 

I 
Marc H. Tanenbaum, pregunt6 'al ! · 

· internaciona:les, siempre ·estamos , 

presldente si Mexieo "intervenct.ria '· 
decididamente en favor de Andrei 
Sakharov y su esposa, Yele.na Bon. 
ner, que enfrentan uha muerte in­
minente a me.nos que las auto~i­
dades sovieticas les ·permitan ob. t · 
tener el tratamie,nto medico de bi. · !. 

a favo1: de las soluciones pac!.fi. 
cas". 

."Creemos ·~m las solucioneS; dl- do". · . I;· 
plomaticas en lugar de las mill. l , . -.,-.~ 

tares en el Medio Oriente lo mls.. j • 
. mo ·que en America Centr~ Y .en f ... · , 

todas partes. Defendemos Ia sobe- I 
. I 
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A-gireg6 que "estamos· preocupa. 
dos por Ua suerte de Anatoly 
Shcharansky, Ida Nudel y otros 

I .judios, disldentes, hostigados y 

I · ~rsegµidos, a quienes se les nie. 
gan sus derechos humanos en vio: . I laci6n a los acuerdos .de Helsinki 

1 Y a lo~ pactos de· las Naclones. 
' Unidas". 

. El presidente De la Madrid res­
pondi6 que siempre tiene muy 
presente las ~~cupaciones en 

1 materia de derechos humanos y 

I dijo · que "hara todo Io posible pa. 
·I ra 'asistir a Sakharov, Shcharans-
1 .ky, Nude} Y, otros". 
I . 

I 
· Junto al presidente de Mexico 

· estaban los minls.tros 4e Haclen-
1 :da, JesU.s Silva Herzog y de Co­
l mercio y De~arrollo Industrial. 

1 

Hector Hernandez,-ademru; del em­
bajador de Mexico en Washi,ngton, 

. . Jorge Espinosa de los Reyes. 

, Ambos ,gr.upos acordaron man. 
; . tenerse en contact<> durante · 1011 L pr6ximos mes.es. 

.· .. ,. .. 

' . . 
I, En la foto, aparece de izquierda a derecha :. el ·Presidente ~ic. Miguel 
, de Ia Madnd, el Lie. Theodore Ellenoff y el sefior Sergio Nudelsllejer, 

:J durante la reunion con el Comite Judio Americana. 
1· - . 

- I Ademas de Ellenoif y Tanen­
! . baum, la delegaci6n rte! Comite-
1 estuvo integrada por ~oward 

• I Greenberg, President.e dei Comite 

vennan; Gordon Zacks, eX presi­
dente de la Comisi6n de Asuntos 
Internacionclles; Hyman Bookbin-
e:-, l'epresentante en Washington 

y Sergio Nuqelstejer, repres.entan. 
te .para Mexico· y America Central 
del ·Co mite J·udio Arriericano. 

I de Acci6.i1 sobre America .Latina; 
· . el. presidente del.1Comite Ejecutivo 
I NaciQnal, A~fred Moses; Leon Sil-

(L .-·-----.- - -"?--
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AMISTAD' HACIA.EL 
PUEBLO JUDIO 

WASHINGTON .• El Presidente de Mexico. · renclas . 
. Miguel de la Madrid dijo a dirigentes def Comite 
Judio Americana que "Mexico tiene una actitud 
permanente de amistad y respeto por el pueblo 
judlo" y que se considera "un amigo y defensor 
de Israel". 

De la Madrid recibi6 a la delegaci6n durante 
su pasada visita oficial a Washington, ~n la 
Cmica audiencia concedida a un grupo judio. 

"Francamente creemos que es esencial en' 
carar f1,J·cuesti6n def pueblo palestinb. A menos 
que el problema de los palestinos.se resuelva, 
se perpetuara el conflicto con las consecuen-
cias tragicas que conocemos", dijo el presi- i · · 

Respondiendo a la bienvenida ofrecida por el 
presidente de la Junta de ·Gob·emadores def 
Comite, Theotlore Ellenotf, el presidente dirfa . 
Madrid dijo: "Mexico esconsistente en su filoso­
ffa hist6rica hacia la comunidad judla r:nexicana. 
En Mexico apreciamos a los grupos diversos 
que componen nuestra sociedad". 

Reafirmando su declaraci6n de octubre, re· 
pudiando el antisemitismo en Mexico, e~ rrianda· 
tario mexicano dijo: "Somos amigos de la co­
munidad judfa en Mexico y apreciamos profun­
damente la cultura de donde prpvienen los ju· 
dios. Los judfos en Mexico son totalmente mexi­
canos yen la sociedad tienen igualdad plena" . 

Al referirse al Medio Orienta, de la Madrid 
dijo: "Desde la creaci6n del estado de .Israel, 
hemos defendido a Israel ... Aunque Mexico no 
siempre esta de acuerdo con la polftica de Is­
rael, .hablamos abiertamente de nuestras dife-

. / 

.~ •.:' 

dente. 

La defegaci6n def Comfte, al par que recono­
ci6.la imporJancia de resolver la situacion de los · 
palestinos, dijo ·que la paz en el Medio Oriente 
depende de. una cuesti6n critica.-la negativa de 
Ids pafses arabes y de la Organizaci6n para la 

· Uberaci6n de Pales tin a a reconocer el derecho 
de Israel .a existircomo una nacf6n. indepen-
diente. · 

El Presidente de /fl Madrid respondi6 indf­
cando qµe "el gobierno y.f?l pueblo mexfcano 
apoyan el derecho de Israel a vivir como un 1 

Estado soberano. Enfocamos este proble.ma· de · l · 
la misma manera que otras cuestiones interna- · ~ 
cionales, siempre estamos a favor de las solu-
ciones pacificas". · . 

"Creemos en las. soluciones diplomaticas en 
lugar de las militares en el Media Orienta lo 
mismo que en America Central y en todas pa;-
tes . Defendemos la sobe·ranfa de todas las na-
cion.es, considerandola inviolable". . 

·. 
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· ::·v,/..~14~\ 
ASSISTANT~ SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASH I NGTON 

July 26, 1984 

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director 
International Relations Department 
The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Recently the Departments of State and Defense published the 
enclosed background paper on Nicaragua. It contains a good 
deal of useful information and I thought I would send it along 
to you. 

Enclosure: 

As Stated. 

Sincerely, 

Elliott Abrams 
Assistant Secretary for Human 

Rights and Humanitarian Affairs 

~ · \ . 

\ 
".\ 



f}p~; YQUt -j.nfo~tion 0· . 0 
t··"from ·the desk ·of: "'. ~ Y, 
: JACOB KOVADLOFF I 
· Director, South American Affairs 
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MUNDO ISllAELITA 

'H AMERICAN JEWISH COMMlrrEE JAMAS SE DEJO ATRAPAR POR 
LA CAMPANA DIFAMATDRIA CONTRA LA DIRIGENCIA·JUDEOARGEllT1NA:' 

ARRMO. EN DIALOGO CON uMUNDO ISRAEl.ITA" El. RAB/NO MARC TANENBAUM 

Argentina ·democrcitica no puede votar 
.contra la unicci democracia del Levante 

"Loe j11dloe oorwamerica· 
- M aieaian lelicM por la . 

. reaaperaci6JI de la ci.moaa· 
cia en la Argon~ y en lae 
cODverudo.,.. que maatu· 
ve con el prn lclenia Al· 
fo.Wn y el caaciUer Cap11to 
lea ellpre8' oue1iro lirllle 
lpoJO • IOI e1fllano1 por 
aflonzar 11 aobierao co..U· 
iuciou.I y el lais-rio de loo 
De:ecbo1 HllllUIAooL J>.ro 
iQiblU dei' ID CWo que 
.... •pGo""*> aallolo M 
v ma amargameJlla duall'o· 
&ado 1i -perslatlere el ioupli· 
cahM apoyo de la ArpoWia 
clamocrillea • voc.adolaal, 
vinalea&ameote an&Una· 
.ue.. orq_.. por lae 
poiaa &ralMI y au ...,Udo­
,.. oponnaiat.u ea loa loroe 
IJiiaraacioaale1, npecial· 
-ce ea la UN. La Wrdad 
q,.. neul&a ioeomprU&ible 
. Qlll WI sobierao delDOCNU· 
co. - .. •u.rsfdo 1.ua. 
- ... 1a Arpa.&iu, pru· 
la au .. paldaraJO a propaa· 
la.I b~ diKrimlDa· 
ioriaa . qtiae &iendeo • 
dealnalt • la llAiia cMmocn'. 
cio u.ia&uia ill toclo el .... 
dlo Ori•D&e, como •el Ea&e· 
clodelarul". 

ESLaa cate16ricea pa· 
labru lueroo enunciadas. 
con la c1bal preciaiori que 11 

• aU caract.eri111t.ic•. por 11 ra .. 
biao . ¥ar• .. ...._bawo. 
llWlar de Relaciopeo In· 
iaraacionalea del Amtricao 
Jewish Commiuee, ID un 
diilogoudu1lvocoa MUN· 
DO ISRA'ELITA. Como b• 
mos informado en uu edl· 
ci6n a.niarior, 11 aombrado 
dirisen&e utuvo dlu a&r'• 
en ea&& capir.al. eA au p.ri­
rs viaila a DllH\.ro • pala, 
acompaAada por el dinctor 
de aauntot lallooamericaoos 
de dlcbo organlamo, el 119r 
no1otro1 b ien coaocido 
Jacobo KovadlAlf, quiea 
tiene en au haber lloa pn>fi· 
cua tnyedOria al eervicio 
de 1aa coaai in.Ul.odoDalH 
u •-"° m.clio. 

:El rsbino T~um ea 
11111 fis'ilra de rslovaalff per­
~· en loa altoe Dlvelea del 
lideralO judolollO,,.......ri: 
C&Ao • • PO¥ '" f-ad6a 
judla y een\ir d vilia&e - &ao 
propio dal uplriw COAVi· 
vtAcial de lo• E1&adoa 
Ual~- CODCU&r6 IOI ma• 
yoru nruen.o• eJI el campo 
411 en&oDdimieAto lniarcon· 
fH ional y la lucba coolrl lu 
prevendooe• rel.isioa&• y ,.. 
ci1lo1 ea codas 1111 fon11a1 y 
alcaACH. Bute NCOl'dlr, 
cci.ii:ao iestimonio de la im· 

- ---. .90rt.ucla de au p91lOD .., 
• &u . ...,rft>le• eafen1. · q11a 
.. i1U6. cmno II~ rsblao, 
en condiciOn de " obeerva· 
dor 11pecial" a 111 cllllbora· 
cic. ..... dal ConciUo v oucano 
II • ~ el primer srupo 

Entrevist6 ARIEL PLOSHCHUK 
cideniemente el preaideole y dt dlrigeDlea judlos que 

rueron recibidot por el papa 
Juan Poblo II. a poco do 
aturnir la rnbima jefa&uro 
de le Iglesia Cel.61ice. 

Espiritu eenoible y a bler· 
to a todu laa reclamacionea 
judia1. dffpll11•. 'como "' 
obvio por 111 n1pooubili· 
dadn que coallevan 1111 
funciones, 11111 iDlln11 labor 
eo ddenu ·de la lmaPD e 
la&esridad de la vida judia, 
y no .Oto en la Uai6n oino 
m61 1116 de iua froD1aru. en 
Am• rica latina. con ti infa· 

· el canciller. Los dos me aae­
guraron que no escaLim.areo 
eafuerzo1 pare ••tirpar 11 
odio antiaemi&a en todH 1111 
formas y cacticas oa:i&ado· 

.res. En ese sentido, be sido 
infonn1do que .., 101 prclJ<i· 
mo• di•• el aobiarno enviale 
el Conareoo 111 proyoeto de 
ley q11e llende a introdacir 
1111 in1&ruinento leaal per• 
aancionar la acc.i6n di10-
<i1don del aa"-iti1mo y 
el odio r1ci1I. 

· 1i1 colocado, boy por looy. 
en la " calluia" "9a cen&ro­
amerie&Aa. que &ambien M 
proyec11 " aenoible" ID la 
vis ll&lizaeicia judia. 

No .. de HlrlAar. .... r 
&One••· la rnoeanci• q&ae au 
breve visi&a deapen.6 •D 
DHllrO lnfltio, t.allto tn 11 
•mbU.d co.mwaitario como. 
..... aea.Jado....Ato • .., 1aa 
eaferu 111bern1tiv11. politi· 
cu 1 ecle1ia1tii:u. Es ob· 
vlo, por lo t&A&o, que ui. 
peri6dico entroviatare al 
hu4aped pare recabar 1111 
opinionca 1obre au.a 191· 
lloau en la me&rclpoli y coO· 
deo1ar su rdluio..u aobre 
alguncia lemao ..... Qllt acu· 
clao&.-1 Pata 11 vida judia de · 
eac.o hon, e1pocialmen1e ea 
lo •U.O..c. • Du11ua comu· 

.. iildad, •I cabo de . IUI . ea· 
cuentroa aqul. El rabioo 
Tanenbaum, pno a 1111 mill· 
uplea c~mpromi101 ,. au 
"agenda Ilona". dlo marca· 
de pnfereacio al dialogo COD 
MUNDO ISRAELITA, "" 
uoa coaveraaci6D,qu~ ee oil· 
t.endiO mucbo mu del tiem· 

" po inl~meni. fijado. "ya 
q11e el imperallvo primor· 
dial dol dlripDto judlo ea 
ntrecber la ~m11Dicaci6n 
coo Dlleltro periocliamo' '. 
HcUll IU cerura ......... . 
ci6n. 

Offde lurao. la precua&a 
iDicial qua le bacemo1 • 
nuu tro U.uorlocutor ae n­
ficn • 1aa im.pr1il<>lld reco­
aida• luqo de .... en&revia· 
ia. COD ti prsoidODle de la 
NaclclD, doctor AlloaaUI' "I ol 
caaciller Doala Cnpu10. 

El r1 biDo T-b•um. 
traa puAtualiiar loa con· 
cepc.oa que upreaara al pri· 
_, manda&ario y al '&Jwlar 
dd Palacio San Mar\lo, y 
que conalsD&moo en el .... 
mlenao de la pnau&e ooc.o. 
qregcl: . 

- Taato el presidente 
AlfoDllD como 11 mini1tro 
Caputo coincidieron eo re· 
pudii r &.t:rminant.emtnW C.O· 
da lorma de qi&Acioa an&i· 
eemiuo' o de prej11lclo1 rel.I· 
&10101 o racieW. P°' uo el .. 
m•nual pnnc:iplo moral de la 
democracia; bemoa de com· 
ba&.ir el 1nU1.imlti1m"o en la 
Argentina, uprisaroo coin· 

- Elto en cuaoto a la · ·ci. 
.... ~ utiMml&L 
i. Y qu6 llabl6 aobn la DO -
DOS import&D&e -u6D q ... 

bace a 11 acl.itud oflc.ial a.ala 
llraol y la campalia dla· 
torsioun&a aaUianel..I • Di· 
vel 111iiadi11? 

-Como era de esperar -y 
como uornblen 1&ftala1Dos 
precedtntemente- me hie• 
aaterproi. de 11 loq11ietud de 
101 j11dloe de lo1 E1tados 
Unidoa por la lamentable 
po1ici611 araeotioa •• lo• all· 
Limol 1601. al 1poy1r lni­
cia&lva1 1srealv1-nte .,.. 
tiiaraaliu, lanaada1 .. el 
COD&.-J<to de dilainu I hrMI 
y. pot eatooaiclA. • !Odo el 
pueblo judlo. Denaq!H la 
u:trema uaalblllclad 
judoono..wamoricana por 

-.. .... 

poe&ura1 arbitrariament.e 
a11tiitra•lies y con aatia· 
focciclo puedo decir que &an· 
to el pnsideo\A! como el mi· 
aittro efinn1roo que. en 
1del1nte, •• ret.omarli 11 &ra· 
dicional poll&il:a de eq11idi .. 
Lancia &11eati.na ante la 1i· 
fuacl6a de Iara.el y el Medio oneai.. Le manifea\8 claro· 
meot.e 1 md intertocut.ore1 
q111 b11y que &arminar coa el 
cban&aje ob1truccioni1ta 
•rabe u tu confereiu:iu 
mllAdialea. No putdt aer 
que IDclMIJl&rol &all Im· 
porlAJllU COmO el NCienla 
aobn la cuati6a demogrefi­
ca iDteroacioDal o 

·- ....... ------
Pa,. S 

TANENBAUM: visi6n 
objetiva 

uembleas convoc.ades porA 
anali:ur preocupan1e1 ll· 
m·as econdmiC'oa. 1oci1le1. 
cultur1le.1 o eaLrictacnent.e 
tecDico1 aean esplotado1. 
1istemttic.emeot.e. para de· 
riigrar a lorael y al 1loni11no. 
en 11n1 aberTante dran1turo· 
lizacicln de &ales convocoto­
rias internacioDales. Ten10 
la impreaiOo ahoro que el So· 
blemo democr•tico de la Ar· 
pDlina procurar• NCtilicor 
lo1 puoa equivocos de un 

lolgue rn pas. 161 
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.La Argentina democnitica no .. Pue.le. voiar .. 
(viene de pag. 51 · .. .. bite aovhitica, .;uiste algUn cipioa bumaniscaa judios. Jease Jackaon? 

· "eapacio politico" para de- -Y an cuanto e Nlcare· -Sl, au p1'dica suscit6 
reciente pasado. y promove· sarrollar u.na vida judia bajo gua? · vieibla amarguia, eapecial· 
ni una poUtica para superar un rigim8ll comunia&a? -f;I rabilio Tanenbaum, mente la lanzada por el liefer 
tal acci6n cbanr.ajista, espe· . - Por tracarse de un protagoniata de una en· uegro Lou.is Fa.rrakalum, 
cialmente an el confuao Ter· problema muy delicado. ~•te cendida controvania eobre aJiado de .Jackson. Sia em· 
car Mundo. · debe ser analizado muy re· la posici6n del re,imen eaa· 'baqo, hay qua aeaalar que 

-Usted ee rew1i6 tambiu cionalmente y no caer en diniaia fru&e a Joa judioa, ·la eatridencia publicitaria 
coD dirigen.tes de la DAIA y apoc:allp&icaa generaliaa· craa ·una breve re0w6n, ·de 4ste ea manifieacameate 
de otroa seciorea lnetitu· cionaa. Yo estuve, sin ir afirma: · superior a su verdadera gra· 
cionaJes. Por ot.ra pane, hi muy lejas. dia.s acras en . - Vea, en Nicaragua, pa.is vi&acion. La convenci6n de-
~do de cert'a la vida iu· Hungria. Alli viven unos que viaiU algUn tiempo mocrat.ica no aprob6 ningu· 
deoargent.llaa y mutuv< 80.000 judius, relJ:!anentes de acras, s6lo quedan actual· na de las cuatro propuestas 
contacto e11 disti.ntae opor· la populosa comunidad de mente t;rea familias judiaa. def precandidato negro, 
twiidades en Nueva York preguerra: Pude observar Por lo tanto (y sin 'tmerar en lncluso la que abop.ba por 
con sus voceros represents· ciertas formas· de actividad el. a,n8.lis1a de! "4xodo'' pro- el " ea&ado pales tino". Esto 
tivos. Asl las cosas: ;.puedt comunitaria. Hay una comu· ducido). no tiene sentido es un sintoma ale.nt.ador de 
darnos SU opiDio~ sobre lo liidad . bien organiuda, 'q\ll bobJor del "probJema jydio" h! nia durez polic.ica de Jo 
cam~aAa difamatoria de que cueota con libertad para cul· en ese paia ce!Uroame.rica· Union, por oera par:te, los 
fue objeto 1a· diriganc:ia co- ti var nuescros valores reli· Do. Allf, · eD ,.e.ar-.:Mndi···' ' ". ·uau.11 respeaaablea· .negroa 
munitaria judia de nu41st.ro giosos. Jticluso runciona un· cioDes, el antisemWsmo DO &omaD · cliatan~ las poa· ·" 
pais por parts de elementos seminario · rabiDico, al que exist.a en su versi6n "c:Jasi· tuns demag6gicaa de · 
intereaados, a raiz de au tambilln coacurren j6venes ca". En cambio, funcions Jackson. y son conac:ientes 
conducta durance el aombrfo judios de ocros J)aises de! una acciva oficina de la de au peligro para los de· 
paaado, .no tan JeJano, viYi· bloque s.ovi~tico, en un ea· OLP. eon cerca de un CSD&e-. ~hot, civiles on 11 VDiOll, 
do en la Argenti.Ila? fuerzo formativo de fucuros nar de agen&es profesiona· En cuanto a los dos candid•· 

-Como visitants DO soy dirigentea espiritualu para lea. al aeivicio· de 1111 agita· tos -.Reagan Y ~dale-
el mas indicado para ·emitir esa zbna. Como ae ve. eaoa ci6n 11111ciaionil&a y a11tliara· ambos se destacia por su 
apreciaciones aobre la cues· judio• pueden moverae con eU ea toda la convW.lpaada probada amlstad por Israel 
ti6n. S6lo ea del caso recor· "cierto margen operativo". zona. 1 apoyo a sus rec:lamaciones 
dar; como pauta definitoria siempre y cuando que no ia· 'Ese ea el grave peJigro de M(Uridad .. 
de conduct.a judia, una sabia curaiouen en· Jo politico "y que, deade la 6peica judla,. 
sentencia de la Guemua: ' 8US alcancea concomitan· tDCiena 1-Ni~• ttndi· 
' 'No juz.suea .a tu p..Ojimo si tea". Tam bi.en desde el polo .. nista para noaO&roe. Por 
ilo est.as e111 el lugar de los opueato de! eapectro politi· consiguien&e, ea&.amoe aii&e 
hechos producidos". La co- co,vemosqueenunricimen una amenaza de un 
munidad j·,adeoargentina autoritario darecbiata. como antiaeinitiamo. clietiDto, de 
acraves6 ant.onces por el uru guayo, tambi6n ae car•cter politico .. La lucba 
diaa criticos y muy diffciles, mantiene ea plenitud la vida · para enfrentano tambien de-
Y es incueationable que la judia. Eato, sea dicbo •. sin be adecuarse a lineamientoa 
clirigencia eomunitaria jude- dejar de reconocer qua el co- poliUcoa y no eonveacioH· 
oarpnmaa. estuvo a la alt111a t.alit.ari smo, por au misma let. · 
de aua cblberea judfos y naturaleza denigrante, reba· -No produjo preocupa· 
lucb6 con entereza y dign.i· ja la dignidad bumana y. por ci6n en&re loa judfoa une-
dad por la defense de Joa in· lo tan'°· concradice Joe prin· .amerieaaoa . al ava11ce de 
t.erases judios, dentro de las 
posibilidadea de la .. grave 
emergencia. Esa teau ac· . 

· ci6n ba tenido ·e1 reconoci· 
mient.o de todo el mundo 
judio. Pero. insisto. solo los 
judfos de la Argentina son 

· los que tien,eu la .'1ttArida4t ~ · 
natural de ju.zgar a ·auls ' diri· ' ... 
ge.otes. Es de · recordar. 
dentro de ese c:'ontexto y sal· 
vando, por supueal.O, las 
distanciaa, que tainbien se· 
lanzaroa enconadaa acuea·. 
clones contra loa dirigentea J 
judlos de Occide~te (espe· 
cialmente de Estados U Di· 
dos). por S·U presunta " negli· 
gencia" en producir los 1118· 
zimos esfuerzoa para resca· 

· tar a nuest.ros' hermanos del· 
Holocausto. De M>da fomia, 
quede bien en claro. ei'Ame-· 
rican Jewish Committee 
jamaa se dej6 atrapar por la 
campaaa difama&oria aludf· 
da. 

"ANALIZAR 
RACIONA~ENTE", 

-A la luz de la dramatica . 
experiencia de estas. ultimas 
decad~ y luego·de lo eucedi· 

· do con laa comunidadas en 

I . Cuba,.Nicaragua y, IDU to-
4.a~ia. en los paises de la 6r-

~. ; 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Octobe~ 29th, 1984 
dat~ Jacobo Kovadlof f 

10 Sergio Nudelstejer 

from 

subJeot 

cc: 

· Please find enclosed clippings of .some of the 
press releases published in Spanish by the weekly 
Jewish Newspaper Prensa Israelita. 

Among these, stands out two stories on your 
recent visit to Argentina and ·Brazil, and the 
oomments . made by . Marc H. Tanenbaum. 

As always, 

Marc H. Tanenbaum I 
David Harris 

Cordially yours. 
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men rililltar a una forma democri.­
t!ca de gobtemo. Cada vez :mAs 
sensible '1 Ia mesti6n de· los de. 
rechos .humaims, discutt oon va-

. rios funcionarios brasllefios nuea. · · 
tra preocupad6n por las recientes 
~ociones aJitisi!ml~ y anti _ Is- . 

. TaeJ _reallza.das por una con!eren _ 
~ cla de la Organizaci6n para Ia .u: 

beraci6n de Palestina en · Sao 
Paulo . . . : .... : ·• 

Un alto fundonano .del M.iniste_ 
-~ de J\is~icla me dijo qUe re­
cientemente prohlbi6 una reVista 
de la OLP que era flagranteniente­
aJ?iijudiil. Dijo que "Brasil no to 
ierart la lmportacl6n de !La intole -
rancia de1 · contlJcto del Orieni; 
?.f.edio". . 

Parad6jicamenbe Brasil que es 
el quinto expartador de· ai-mas del 
mundo, es un gran proveedor de 
annas a . la Ambia Saudi ta y a· 
Iran.' 

serla aconsejable que los judfo.S 
Y los cristlanos estadounldenseS 
4esarrollen Wi oonocimiento mu-

. cho mas irealJsta de ese gigante 
durmiente que es el Brasil. Cuan. 
do el Brasil comienee realme:nte 
a despertar, .n1J1S afectarA a todos. 

. . - . . . 
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:: · ~ : · -~~)?~_y.:·~~- ~r8mio para 
. ·.···. ·::· \~~<:~;·;_~·. , ·"Jewish Dimension" 

• ! ·.:.'~ .\ .. ::~'.~.: ::~ .. ! 
..... . ~::-· . - . ;~ ... · ., . . 
• • • '.1 ·, ; ·:· · :" NUEVA YORK. Jewish DJmen- . 

7., · .•. '~~!' :-·. · ~ siori, el programa 'de entrevistas 
• - . • . . ~':"·•'f.::."'. · ··: i producido por el Comite Judio · ":~·--: ;~=:: :::-· ·1 Americano en el canal 11 de tele • 

.. . -~ .• •• • :.. • •• • •• • · ' ;. . •1 "1si6n de Nueva York todos los 
·• ·; .-.,- · · · ·· ' · ;- -::. .~:. · · m.iercoles de 10:30 a 11:00 a.m. .. . ·. . .,. ·. .: .. : ~ ~. - .. . . 

. ·.:. "· ... ·. • .... : . ·:- · .. •:._. . . ha ganado el Pttmio Olive per 
~ • :o _. : •· • . .• . ;: ."- .; : . ·. _.;·-: :~:.i:,:_: .. ·- Logros Notables en servicios Lo-

-~;::;:_ :~ ·.' ·· ·. · .-:.~;;.,~ :r· '. :~,: ·; :-:.- i {.·:-.-·;.:'<'?--:f-_ caJes de Teledltuslon. · 

:.:~~~":·~7·:_:~r-: _:_·:~-~·~ :~1 ~<:~:-:;~1f.;.rr.1~!f ~~§~ 
•• •• ..... : •• ~ .• ; ·:_:;:··: • ~ 1 de noviembre de 1983, relata "'la 
:~~:...: • • -

4 

: ... ·;:. •• .. ~ 
1
1 familiarmenbe tragica historia de 

~l: '.. · .. : -:.·:· .-: ·r ... _-: .t ..: _.. . los nifios cuyos problemas de 

-·~ . 

,. 
' 

I 
I 

. ' 1·. 

i ·. 
1. 
I 

t 
~ 

, : <;._ 

.. .. ;. ' ... " . .. :. I . . 
'.• 

.. .. ··· .. 
-· 

· -~"' · · · · ·. · .·. ! aprendiz.aje han sido mal diag • 
. ~·~ : :- . :.. . . . .· . . _.., nosticados a uit grado taJ que fue-

.. ;:.... 

... ; . ... 

. ..: · , .· ron calificados 'imposib!es de edu-

.· 

·. 

::: • . .,.J.._ car'!' 
".• . 

. .·. 

. . ""· .•. ;:"°•. 
.. ·. ;: . ':': -· .. ... -= .. ~ .. . 

--: : .. . · .. .. . ... . 

.· 

Laurie Chock, la conductDra del 
progr~ visit6 el ~ntro Judio 
oara ~dueaci6n Especial en BroO.. 
klyn; la \mica "yeshiva" que ~­
ribe gustosa a niflos cuyos padres 

. ., ban sido informados' que no pue­
den continuar estudiando en las 
"yesh.ivot" ~gulares. Chock en­
trevist.6 a Ab:iron Hersh Field, el 

psic6logo que fL\~6 el ceDtro ha­
ce ocho afios y que ahora es su 
deca.no. 

Jewish Dimension ya habia re­
eibido el Premio Angel por exoe. 
Iencia en Ia televisi6n. local otor­
gado por Religi6n en los Medios 
de Prensa. El programa tiene el 
mayor porcentaje de audiencia 
entre los 11 de interes publico 
presentados por canal ll, can mas i 
de 150,000 televidentes semanales I. 
en la zona de Nueva York. ~ :j . ~-
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@l?B®tm ~@~a@tm @Ero~ D8&J01i& 
MUNlCH, Alemania Occidental. 

- La representaci6n de ·la Pasion 
en Ob2rammergau- continua .. man. 
chada par u.na orie.nraci6n antiju. 
dia proiunda y venetrante", opina 
una delegaci6n int erreligiosa de 
Estados Unidos que asisti6 al es­
treno de la V(lrSi6n WS4 de la 
obra . 

· ·--:,Ei ·j ;Ja~i;n;;· en 'ia ·-~~O"'ca ife ··-i . 
Cr isto y sus ap6.stoles, . era u na t 
rea!idad eompleja , que incluia mu­
chas tendencias difere.ntes y mu- . : 

Iundamentales y aun perpetua er 
milo pernic-loso de q ue !os. jud.ios· • 
son e1er.'lamt>nle culpabl-es P.Or !a 
crucifixi•i n de J es us' '. Agreg6 q ue 
la ad,·er1c11c:la que se hace al prin­
cipio de que todos debcn ver s u • 
culpa en los C\'entos que siguen, 
q'..!.edl'. "di!bili1 <1da por la obra en 
si, quc se centra ~n maquinacio­
nes judias, ignor a en g ran p arte La delegac:i6n, ausp ic·iada por 

el Com ite Judio Americano inclu­
y6 a dirigentes «el Comite y a 
dos dcstacados expertos c;ristia. 
!lus: Ja pr of.-:sura Eva Fleischner, 
tc<'.ilooa ca1olica y aurora de libros 
tales 

0

c:omo La lm agc.n <lei Judais... 
mo en el Cristi:inh:~mo Alem f'lll 
des<le l9~5 y cl i·cverendo WiHfam 

: Harter, miembro de la Consult~ 
sob1~ la Iglesia y el Pueblo Judio 
del Consejo Mundial de Iglesias; 
miembro d e} CoQlite sobre Rela­
Ciones Cristiano-Judias d~ Con­
sejo y pastor de la Iglesia Pres­
bi tEl'iana Falling Spring en Penn­
sy l\'ania. 

La delegaci6n , encabezada por 
. el director de As untos Interreli­
gioscs del Comite, rabino A. James 
Rudin y la p1·e~identa de la Co­
misi6n di! Asuntos I.n lerreligiosos 
del Comite, Mimi Alperin, pidi6 
esfuerz.os mas decididos par a 
"errad ic<1r la difamaci6.n de los 
judios y el judaismo q ue persis­
ten ·en el drama, pese a revisio­
nes en el tcxto;,. · 

Rudin declar6 qee el l ibr eto 
J9S4 de la P asion "tiene fallas 

la opres i6n roma na y exculpa a 1 

Poncio P ilatos, ocult a ndo su pa-
pel". 

chcs valones espirituales, religio-. 
sos, sociales y ct·Jt.urales. 

. ·'El Viejo T eE:tamento y la tra- 1 

c'. icion j udia que se basa en el no 
de!:'e s~ r cnfrentado con e1 N uevo 
T<.:stamento de mar.era que la pri­
mera no sea vista s6'o corrio una 
religi6.n d·? s6Jo justicia, temores 
y Jegalismo, sin un llamado al 
amo1· de Dios y al vecino". 

Fl.:! isc-J:ner dijo que "la r epre­
!en: o:a ci6n de la Pasion de Obe­
rarnmergau no c:umpl~ con lo .fi­
jado por el Concilio Ecuml!nico 
Vatic:ano II en esas normas". 

E1 Comitc J udio Amcrir ano ha 
reallzado tres es tudios ncta ! Je s 
score el texto .de la Pasi6n de­
Oterammerga u, ha emiado dcle­
oaciones a n~unirse con !unciona ­
;ios de la ciudad en 1977 y en 
1980 y ha transmitido su preocu­
paci6n sobre los elem~ntos anti­
judios de] drama a dirigentes 
eclesiasticos alemanes y estado­
unidenses. 

I . A cl2mas de l~s nombrados la 
;· delegaci6n estuvo integrada por 
i Kurt K'Clman e Irving B. Levine, 
i ambos miembros d~ la Comisi6n 
~ de Asu..11tos Inte rrelig iosos del Co-

l mite y el rabino Alan Mittelma n. 
especialista en p rogra mas del D e­

.' partamento die Asuntos Interreli-
La delegaci6n dice que aunque· 

se han realiz.ado a\gunos cambios, 
la obra contin(1a presentando una 
·'caricatura" de los judios contem­
poni.neos de J esus. "Son presen­
tados como antagonistas malig nos 

giosos . 

de J esus. dominados por dirigen-
les c·o1T~1ptos y e:i nicos, mo,·idos 
pot· una Ley inmise1icorde Y de 
,·cnganza. No se presenta ningu-
na i nteracci6n p1)s i1 i\'a e.ntre J e-
s tis y su gente y" se di storsiona 
y supr ime t l hecho de qu.e J esus 
era u!l judio ensenando a otrqs 
judios. Los est udiosos responsa­
bJe._ de) Nuevo Testamento han j · 

· r echazado estas caricaturas". 
- El dcc1or Har1e:r dijo que "los 

diriaenles y educadorcs c:1istia nos 
lien~n la re~ponsabilidad de indi­
car a nue.:.tra ge nte q ue el dra­
ma. tal 1:01110 sc prc-scnta en Obe­
ran~mergau, n.o cs una reprcsen­
tadun \'hd::idera o ju!'ta de la 
hisiui·ia de la Pasion". Desla <.1) 
q uc la obra ·'scl~cciona mucho los . 
•: i~i;;0dios de! :-.:u.:vo Tcst..am0~to 
!! l'":~ p r.::."!'nil'l. q ue ignora. pa~aJ~S · 
cl: l:?s E~·~l iniras" y que "~c all:Ja 
de l C1,; F,;:crin1ra!" 101aimc:nle de 
ma neru $;gniii::<1li\'a". 

I .a profe:~ora F!.::ischn~r. recor­
rl •'.1 )as :;\nr111:is y S11;.:·1·sti ::m·s para · 
:\ rlic':t r la n ..... 1u r: 11·i<·n C M1l'i liar 
··:'\o:-ITa A•·blC. (•mi1ida ·por la 
Comisit'in \ · i,:!ca 11:1 )'J:l l :i ~a :< Ht.:!la... 
: i11 1~ .: s R<·ligio::-::1s ('(.In JO!' .Juciins, 
qt1 ("1 ~!C~ : 

., 
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PRENSA ISRAELITA. 

MEXICO, 0. F., 20 DE OCTUBRE DE 1984 

EL PRf:SIDENTE ALFONSIN NECFSITA NUESTRO 
APOYO MORAL Y PRACTICO 

por el Doctor 
lJarc If. Tao.?nbaum, Dirttlor 
'del ~'to de BeJaoSonee 
~ del Oomite Jwllo 

~o. 

El pres'..der:.:,: de. Ia Argentina, 
'<!octor Ra(.:I A.::.:msin es una per­
SO:ta muy es?eCial. · Cuando en 
agasto r:-..e cor..1...~i6 una audiencia 
en la casa de :rl>bierno me senti 
i.r.media:ament<? ~onmo\ido por su 
c:alidez, s::icer:.=ad y autent icidad. 

{Duran:e nues:::a conversa.c16n le 
'dije al p:eside:::e q~ estaba pro­
fu.-~~:e iJ:::.,:-resiona.do por el 
i~n::.Nn r-irP. it::. eletti6n tuvo en 

BrasU, Uruguay y otros palse<9 Ia­
tlnoamericanos 

Argentina ~ sufrido por afiO& 
una dictadura mllitar opreslva y 
pudo ir pacificamente hacia una. 
'democracia constituclona1 que res­
peta los derechos humanos. Estv 
ha sido W1a inspiraei6n para la 
mayoria de los paises Jatinoame_ 
rica..rios con r.istorlas similares. 

Comparti co:i e1 presidente Al_ 
!onsin mi impresi6n de que el 
pueblo estadounldense tambien ha 
ce!ebrado s~ liderazgo y apoya co:: 
deeisi6n su.s esfuerzos pa.ra reir­

taurar Ia democracia. El presiden_ 
(Pasa a la Pcig. 11 1 

El Presidente 
(\'iene de la Pag. 4) 
te A:!or.sin mc-str6 su ge!:aina 
emOcijn. Sicnto quc mie.:.tras el I 

lucha co:. su.s probl~ ecor..:imi_ 
cos fuertc-s y las :-resiones ir:~r­
nas, mereoe y necNtta todo r. ·.: · 
tro apoyo mora1 y practico . 

.Junto con mi colega argentino,, , 
Jacobo Kovadloff tambien discu 
tim<>s con el pres°idente y con ~ 
experto mJnistro de Relac!:mi!S 
Extenores, licenciado Dante ca. 
puto, des temas de preocupa.d6n 
espec'.a.1 para el l>ueb!o judio. Xo. 
3.Se6uraron Que pronto p~!&­

rao &l _i>arlamento un proyec-.o de 
ley prcscribiendo la dlscrtmi.-..a­
d6n re:igiosa y raC:Z.!. 

Con relaci6n a lsn:e!, in~""On 
c:laraa:rnti? que no permJtirb q :ze 
su seniclo exterior tome po.:'.ri?. 
nes arh:.trarias a.ritf israelies en :as 
Xacior>5 Unida.s y er. cua:q:.:!.e: 
otro fo:-o. 

EI p~iden~ Al!onsin ter:n!::6 
!a relmi6n con una actltud tra.ua 
y reco:-.tortante: "ltfa."lter.drs::os 
nuestros prindpios morales y no 
~s an~ an"~ pQ:!!:L 
au;, econ6mJcas 0 S! "chan~ . 

... 
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THE AMERICAN JEWIS.H COMMITTEE 

date 

to 

from 

,$ubj"ect 

April 5, 1985 

Dr. Marc Tanenbaum . ,. 

Jacobo Kovadloff 4 
Letter from Rabbi Brener 

. ~ . 

Rabbi Pynchas Brener fran Venezuela sent me copies of a letter he 
wrote to John Paul II- and an essay published on the daily "El Universal" :-,· 

·: of . Caracas. 

He asked me to share this ffi3.terials with you. Therefore, please find enclosed 
the copies of the transiations from the Spanish language into English of both pieces. 

·~.: ~ ~:~i.J;t~~i"~~T;; 

JK/mc 
encl. 

<J." • 

. \ 
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(Transl. from the Spanish) 

C.R.I.S.E.V. COMITE DE RELACIONES ENTRE IGLESIAS Y SINAGOGAS 
ESTABLECIDAS EN VENEZUELA. 
(Committee on Relations between Churches & Synagogues 
Established in Venezuela) 

His Holiness John Paul II 
Vatican City 

Caracas, February 12, 1985 

Esteemed and revered John Paul II, 

. The representatives of CRISEV, the---Committee on Relations bet-. \ 

~ \ 
ween Churches and Synagogues Est~blished ·in Venezuela, and 

\ ;) 
particularly the undersigned' were·~d~eply honored e.nd privileged 

to have been present at.the meeting with you the afternoon of 

Sunday, January 27, at the Nunciature of Caracas. Somehow, 

the meeting symbolized the warm and revere.n..t welcome tendered 

you by the Venezuelan people as a whole, fully aware of your 
I 

high ecclesiastical investiture and your inspiring moral leader-

ship the world over. Your response to the greetings I conveyed 

to you at the time deeply moved us all, because of its sponta­

neity and straightforwardness. Some of us relt that you would 

have wished to say much more, but in view of your tight schedule, 

you had to leave it for another occasion. 

During your stay in Venezuela, all the media were saturated with 

news and comments giving a full account of everything related to 

your pastoral visit. Even after your departure for other South 

American countries, the echo of your stay and of your message to 

us is still reverberating. 
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2. 

While I am certain that you are fully aware of the particular 

nature and sui generis of our status as Jews, and because I 

had the opportunity to meet you personally and was immensely 

impressed with th.e manifold aspects of your personality, permit 

me to focus once more on some of the issues I consider of para-
f. 

mount importance. I am doing so also in my capacity as co-chair-

man of the WORLD JEWISH CONGRESS Interreligious Commission and 

as .a member of the Executive of the INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF 

CHRISTIANS AND JEWS. 

~ 
1~ \ 

belonging'»,to the For us Jews, religion and 

physically inseparable. 
\ ;) . 

We are an._§,I!lalgam 

Jewish People are · 

of traditions and 

customs, of family and religion, and this explains, perhaps in 

some mystical way, why each one of us knows that he shares his 
+~ 

future with that of all(other members of this brotherhood called 

Judaism. Our history is replete with suffering and anguish, 
• with moments of heroism and decades of martyrdom. You are no 

doubt aware of the deplorable relationship between the Catholic 

Church and the . Jewish People during the period of the Dark 

Ages, of persecutions and intolerance. Born in Poland, both 

of us are cognizant of the discrimination and slander to which 

the Jewish People was exposed for centuries, and of the Holocaust 

beyond any human understanding (including whatever theological 

interpretation there may be) -- to which we were subjected 

during World War II. It is imperative to remember all this, 

so that such deadly errors and injustices may not ever be 

committed again. 



... 
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The creation of the State of Israel is of the most far-reaching 

significance for the Jewish People. Jewish history, spanning 

the last two thousand years, can be divided into the period 

preceding Israel's establishment and that following it. We have 

not the slightest doubt that the Nazi atrocities would never 

have reached their inconceivable proportions, had Israel been~in 

existence at that time. 

We must, however, emphasize also that since the Second Vatican 

Council, a new phase in the re~i\ns between the Catholic Church 

and the Jewish People has set t,in.~lthough not all the Council• s 
\ ) 

guide lines have as yet permeated-all levels and territories of 

the Church, we are confident that with the passage of time, these 

basic changes in perceiving Judaism will be world-wide; for the 

Church as well as its leaders and ideological and theological 

spokesmen. 

' 
Over the last few years, particularly after the 1973 Yom Kippur 

War,when the Arab world was forced to admit that Israel could 

not be destroyed by weapons two stances have emerged: those 

who ·- would like to come to an understanding with Israel, as 

was the case with Egypt; the others who, for reasons they them­

selves know best, who refuse to recognize Israel's existence 

under any circumstances. The latter have since tried to f i nd 

ways and means to delegitimize the State of Israel. A classic 

example is ~he equation of Zionism with Racism, whose approval 



... . ------- - - · ·- -·-- · .. .. 
4. 

by the United Nations they succeeded in obtaining. Israel's 

current struggle is in the political arena of the world's 

nations, and this is where the Catholic Church, and you, John 

Paul II, personal],y, can play a crucial role which would assure 

you a place of .homrin the annals of Jewish history. The establish-

" ment of official relations between the Vatican and the State of 

Israel is the answer to the ill-omened campaign aimed at 

delegitimizing Israel. 

For us, it would . be an act of g~'\historical just·ice that you, 
: --............ \ 
\ . ""'·, John Paul II, a man stemming from the heart of Poland -- a country 
~ } 

which co-existed with Judaism durin·g' a millenium -- you, who 

are on the throne of John XXIII, be the guiding ·hand in this 

step, of far-reaching significance for Jewish-Catholic relations. 

Together with the en"fir.e Jewish People, I trust that you will 

not let this historic occasion g~ ~y, one which will enhance 

the Church and do justice to the Jewish People. 

May I reiterate my respect and admiration for you personally 

as well a~r spiritual guidance. 

SHALOM. 

Fraternally yours, 

Pynchas Brener 
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Caracas, 12 de Fcbrero de 1985 

Su Santidad Juan Pablo II 
Ciudad El Vaticano 

Apreciado y respetado Juan Pablo II,-

Para los integrantes de la representacion de CRISEV ,.......-e-1 Comi te de 
Relaciones entre Iglesias y Sinagogas Establecidas · en Venezuela, y 
especial!nente para el que suscribe esta, fue un gr~n honor y un 

.· pr~vilegio muy especial participar en el encuentro que sostuvimos con 
usted la tarde del Daningo 27 de Enero en la Nunciatura de Caracas. 
En cierta forma este encuentro fue sirnb6lico de la· calurosa y 
respetuosa acogida que le. extendi6 .. todo -el --pueblc- Venezol :no;- · 
conciente de su alta in~estidura eclesi2stica y de su inspirado 
liderazgo moral en el mundo. Su respuesta a la sal~taci6n que le 
dirig.l en e:quella ocasi6n nos llen6 a todcs de profund: ~oci6n por 
su esponta.neidad y sinceridad. Algunos sentim~s que hubiera querido 
decir mucho mas pero que debido a SU apretado ho.rario tendrla que 
dejarlo para otra oportunidad. 

Durante Su permanencia en el pa{s todos los medics de comunicaci6n 
social es~uvieron colroados con las diferentes noticias y ccroentarios 
que describieron extensa y detallcdarnente todos los pormenores de su 
visita p:istoral. Y asi en los dias posteriores a su salida rumbo a 
otros pa.ises sudamericanos, los ecos de su permanencia y del me~saje 
que usted ·nos dej6 siguen escuchandose. 

Aunque estoy seguro que usted esta plenamente conciente de la 
naturaleza especial y sui generis de nuestra condici6n· Jud:la-, 
aprovechc esta oportunidad de haberlo conocido personalmsnte y de 
sentirme extraordinariamente impresionado con las numerosas 
manifestaciones y caracteristicas de su personalidad, para repetir 
alg~~os co;i~eptos por considerarlos de importancia capital~ Hago 
esto t~mbien en mi calidad de Co-Chairman of the Interreligiou.s 
Co:miission of the WORLD £...!ISH CONSRESS y member of the Executive of 
the INTERNATIO~AL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIAN AND JEWS. Para nosotros 
religion y pertenencia al Pueblo Judio no son condiciones 

- ~uirurg ica.mente separables. Somes unc a.malgama de tradici6n y 
costumbres, de familia y religion, que en alguna forma , tal vez 
mistica, hace que cada u~o sep: que comparte el futuro con todos los 
otros miembros de est~ frate~nidad que es el Juda1smo. Nuestra 
historia esta llena de sufriillientos y de angustias 1 de momentos de 
heroismo y decadas de martirio. Segur~~ente que no se le escapa la 
triste relaci6n entre la Iglesia Cat6lica y el Pueblo Jud:io durante 
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siglos de oscurantismo, de persecuciones e intolerancia. Como 
nacidos en Polonia, ambos sabemos por conocimiento personal la 
discrirninaci6n y calurnnias que sufri6 el Pueblo Judio por siglos, Y 
el incomprensible holocausto (incluyendo cualquie~ interpretaci6n 
teologica) al que fuimos scxnetidos durante la Segunda Guerra Mundial. 
Es necesario recordar todo esto para nunca incurri~ en estos fatales 
errores e injusticias nuevamente. 

La creaci6n del Estado de Israel para el Pueblo Jud1o tiene la mas 
grande trascendencia. La historia de lcs ultimos .dos mil ai'ios del 
Pueblo Judio se divide actualmen"te en ·-ia anterior al establecimiento 
de Israel y la posterior a este evento. No hay la menor duda para 
nosotros que los crimenes de las Nazis nunca se h~brer'°an producido en 
la magni tud por todos conocida e incomprensible, si Israel hubiese · 
existido para aquel entonces. \ ,· ,. 
Debemos destacar, al mismo tiempo, que a partir del C~ncilio Vaticano 
II se ha abierto una nueva etapa en las relaciones .. ~ntre la Iglesia 
Catolica y el Pueblo Jud:io .· Aunque · todas las -directrices de este · 
Concilio no se hayan filtrado atin a todos los niveles y geografia de 
la Iglesia, somo optimistas y est@nOS seguros que con el pasar de los 
a.nos estos ccrobios fundamentales de apreciaci6n del Juda:l.smo seran 
universales tanto para la Iglesia come para sus dirigentes e 
i.nterpretes ideologicos y teol6gicos. 

En los ultimos ci'ios, especi2lmente despues de la Guerra de Yom Kipur 
de 1973, cuando el mundo arabe tuvo que concluir que no se podia 
destruir a Israel a traves de las armas, han surgido dos posiciones 
que se pueden observar . Aquellos quienes desean bu scar un acomodo 
con Israel, tal come Egipto lo ha hecho; y aquellos quienes, por 

. razones mejor conocidas por ellos mismos, no estan dispuestos a 
aceptar la existencia de Israel bajo ninguna condici6n. Estos­
segundos se ban dedicado desde entonces a buscar las maneras y 
oportunidades para deslegitimizar el Estado de Israel. El ejemplo 
por excelencia es la equiparaci6n del racismo con el sionismo que 
lograron fuese aprobada por las Naciones Unidas. La lucha actual del 
Estado de Israel est.a en el campo politico del seno de las naciones 
del mundo . Y es aqui donde la Iglesia Cat6lica y usted personalroente 
Juan Pablo II pueden jugar un papel decisi vo que le asegurarian una 
posici6n de eminencia en los anales del Juda:ismo. El establecimiento 
de relaciones f onnales entre el Vaticano y el Estado de Israel es la 
respuesta a esta nefasta empresa de deslegitimi~aci6n de Israel. 

Para nosotros, seria un acto de gran j·usticia hist6rica que sea usted 
Juan Pablo II, un hombre que sale del seno de Polonia, naci6n que 
convivi6 con el Judaismo por ·un milenio; que . sea usted, el que ocupa 
el trono de Juan XXIII, quien liderice este paso que ser:ia 
trascendental para las relaciones entre el Judaisrno y el Catolicismo. 

- ~ 

' .· 
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Conf io y conmigo todo el Pueblo Judfo oue usted no desaprovechara 
esta oportunitidd hist6rica que engrandecera su Iglesia y hara 
justicia al Judaismo. 

Le reitero mi respeto y ·admiraci6n ~or su persona y liderazgo 
espiritual . 

·:. 

• . 
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(Translated from the Spanish) 

EL UNIVERSAL, Caracas, Monday, February 25, 1985 

JOHN PAUL II AND THE JEWS 

by Pynchas Brener 

! 
According to a popular anecdote, a professor asked his students 

to write an essay on the elephant. The British student titled 

his paper 11The Elephant Hunt." The American student called it 

0 Increased·Efficiency in the Multiplication of Elephants." The 

Jewish student chose as the tLtre~The Elephant 
i · \"\ 

and the Jewish 

Dilemma. " The moral of the anecdote is that we Jews perceive 
\ • I 

I .t 

things through a particular prism; ··hence we are hyper-sensitive 

and overreact to certain situations. Notwithstanding the fore­

going, I shall proceed to discuss the title of the present essay. 

The recent visit of Pope John Paul II was extraordinary in every 
f 

way. Those of us who were privileged enough to talk with him 

personally, shall treasure the memory of his kindness, human 

warmth1 and sharp intelligence as an unforgettable experience 

of great worth. I headed the delegation of CRISEV, the 

Committee on Relations between Churches and Synagogues Established 

in Venezuela, which met with John Paul II at the Apostolic 

Nunciature • .?lif s· spontaneous and cordial response to the greet­

ings I conveyed to him, the Pope touched upon several issues 

I am about to discuss. 
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2. 

John Paul II mentioned, in the first place, that he was moved 
. I> 

because he had been welcome(by a son of the Chosen People of 

Israel, the people responsible for initiating the dialogue 

between God and all of mankind. Second, he referred to my 

birthplace, Poland,~heroic nation. Finally, he reiterated 
··# 

that he considered the Second Vatican Council's statement on • 

relations between Christians and Jews as binding for him and 

( 
the Church as a whole, an inspiration of the Holy Spirit and 

a divine me~sage. 

Nostra Aetate has become 

relationship between the 

~' the cornerstone 
\ ) '; 

Catho~4_g/Church 

on which a new 

and the Jewish People 

can be built, . for two primary reasons: First, Vatican II 

recognizes the legitimacy of other religious fait~s, thus 

preventing the Church from being the only one in quest of 

religious truth. Second, it declares that Jesus's crucifixion 

' cannot be blamed upon all the Jews then living, without dis-

tinction, nor can the Jews belonging to later generations be 

blamed, which is highly significant for the Christian world. 

It is impossible to overestimate the importance of this new 

stance taken by the Church • . · 

Jewish history is replete with martyrdom and sacrifices which 

were the direct outcome of a Church without mercy. It is 

imperative to bring this out in the open, so as to assess the 

enormous difference between present relations and those of 
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bygone eras. I _n Lima, capital of Peru, one of the streets facing 

the Plaza de Armas, the central square found in most Peruvian 

cities, is called "Judios (Jews) .. " Decades ago, the same 

street used to be called "Matajud:Los (Kill-Jews).n According to 

historians, the "Marrano" Jews sentenced to the auto-da-fe, to 
• 

be burnt alive by. the Holy Inquisition, passed through this st~eet. 

1492 is famous for Christopher Columbus's great discovery; it is 

also infamous because of the expulsion of Jews from Spain by 

the Catholic monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella. 

It goes without 

Christian world 

. th ~J~~ ·11 saying at we ews wi \ . . 
f t "t" ' l tt' d or a roci ies commi . e 

not blame today's 

in centuries past. 

Why bring it up then? Santayana used to say that those who do not 

study history may have to relive it. The betterment of a rela­

tionship demands an open· discussion of any past ills so as to 

begin a new chapter in the encounter between Christians and Jews. 
I 

But something more, of crucial importance, is needed, so that 

meaningful and lasting relations can be established between both 

religions. When John Paul II spoke of me as a son of the 

Chosen People which initiated the dialogue between God and man­

kind, he used, verbatim, the words from Nostra Aetate. It was 

the recognition of Christianity's Jewish roots. After all, 

Jesus was born, lived, preached, and died a Jew. A full under­

standing of a Christianity based on ignorance of Judaism is 

impossible. Whenever I attend a Catholic Mas s, I ask myself 
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. whethe.r ~h,~ .. officiating priest ±x f~lly realizes what he is 

actually doing. ' There are .many clearly Jewish roots in the · 

Mass. . This .·:9ommon. heritage should mqtiyate the Church towards 

a preferential treatment of the Jews . ... 
·. · . . .·· 

In the voiumes written on Karol ~oytila, John .. Faul II, there ., 
. -· ·. . . ~ 

is not a sl.ngle instance of any part.icipation by him in any 

... ~anti-Semi~i.c::.; ·act~ · Quit~ the . coni;rary, he has always been a man 
. . . . .. . NB;~";ri!.J . 

.of deep compassion and impeccable ethics. e homeland · of· 
. ;· . Kt'<..1-,iNG-S 

~ John Paul II was -the site of pogroms, slanders and m~Faera 
· ~ · 

which turned into the mass. !murder\'~! Jew~. Percentage-wise, very 

f J . d N. • . t \ . . P1 1\ d , . Th N . h P 1 d .:· .. ew ews survive azi . erro~ o
1 

an • e azis c ose o an 
.' 

as ·the site for the most infamous concentration and extermi~a-

tion camps, · because the anti-Semitic climate permitted it. 

By . the same to~en, there were men and women of ~oble sen·timents. 

in the Poland of yesteryear, and. the same holds true . for the 

Poland of today. Among them are'those who risked .their lives 

so they could ~ave others, and some of them perished because 

of their ~aring heroism. Can· the Poles of today perchance be 

.blamed for their ancestors' deeds? Indeed not. 

An understanding of the nature of the JewisQ. status. requires 

a terminol~gy different from that used for other peoples or 

religions.. To be ~ Jew implies much more than a re.ligion. " It 

includes belonging to ·a large family descending · from those 

who were at the foot of Mount Sinai, in the desert; ·where they 

•., . • : . 
. · ~ 
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heard and absorbed the eternal Ten Commandments. For centuries, 

this people-religious community was a scapegoat of weaknesses 

from outside, a defenseless pawn at the mercy of despot) and 

tyrants. The establishment of the State of Israel, the Jewish 

·State, has completely changed the rules of the game. Jewish 

blood can no longer be spilled; with the world as an indifferept 
\ 

onlooker. When a plane and its pass~ngers were hijacked to 

Entebbe, a remote place in Africa, and all were pe~mitted to 

leave the aircraft except the Jews, Israel, thousands of miles 

away, sent its troops to rescue them. 

~-
The land of Israel has a deep religious meaning for the Jewish 

~ ./ 
People. Bet Ha-Mikdash, the HOly Temple erected by King Solomon, 

destroyed by the Assyrian Babylonians, rebuilt, destroyed a 

second time by the Romans in 70 c.e., can be erected only on 

a specific mount in the city of Jerusalem. The Jewish tradition 

has 613 Mi tzvot, ordinances·, the ,Pentateuch, and an overwhelm­

ing portion of this number can be observed only in the land 

of Israel. The relationship between the Jewish People and 

·the State of Israel rests on this historical-religious basis, 

because nearly the entire biblical account too~ place on its 

soil as an answer to anti-Semitism, often active and vicious, 

but always latent. In the final analysis, the State of Israel 

is the only effective guarantee for the physical safety of 

the Jewish People. 



6. 

John Paul II, successor to John XXIII, can strengthen the 

rapprochement between the Catholic Church and the Jewish People. 

The concrete ·proof, of the greatest relevance and importance 

today, would unquestionably be the estab~ishment of official 

diplomatic relations between the Vatican and the State of Israel. 

This is the link which can bring John Paul II and the Jews 

more closely together • 

. • 
:~ 

1 
' 
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U NA trajinada anecdcta cuenta que si:crillcios que fueron el resultado rurecto Warnes c.arnpos C::e concentracl6n "! e: . 
en un sal6n de clases el profesor de una Iglesia brutal. y esto es necesa. terminlo fueron ubleados por I~ l'l2.Lz •· 

encomendo a sus alumnos escriblr un en- rio de.-:irlo abiertamenle para poder Polonia, po~ue el ambiente antL"'=-·" · 
sayo sobre el elefante. El alumno brita· apreciar la enonne di!erencla entre las lo permllla. La Polonia de otrora J 
nlco escribi6 acen:a de "La caceria de re!aclones actuales y las de las olras actual tamblen goza de hombres y ::::-.:. 
Jos eleCantes". El alumno norte.:merica- epocas. En la ch:dad. de Lima. capital res de· sentirnientos nobles. En1n t.: 
no tnt!tul6 su trabajo "Maneras de au- del Peni, una de la cuadras que dan a hay quienes expusieron sus propias ,-;~ .. 
mentar la eficlencla en la reproduccl6n la Plaza de Annas. la central en la gran para sah'ar la de otnis, )' algun.:>S ~ ;..:: 
de los eleCantes". El aJumno judio coloe& . .mayoria de las cludades peruanas. se , dieron por su. osada Valentia. ~T-.::. • 
el) I~ cabecera de su trabajo "Los ele· . Jiama Judi~. oecadlU' atnis esla misma acaso la culpa los polacos de hor J.-.=r 
fantes y el problema Judio" . La moraleja euadra se llamaba Matajudios. Seglin los que h1cieron sus antepasados? Delic: ·-. 

. de la anecdola es que los judios vemos .. histor1adores, pasaban. por esta cuadra men le no. . · .: · · "- · 
las eosas a traves de un prisma muy · aquellos "man-a.nos" judios que habian Un enlendimiento de la naturals ·: 
particular y seglin muchos somos super-· sido sentenclados a un auto de fe, a ser. ta condicion judia requiere una ncr.::!: · 
sensltivos y sobrereacclonar.1os a clerta.s quemados ,;vos, por la Santa Inquisici6n. clatura diferente a la que se a!)!i~ 
sltuaciones. No obstante Jo antedicho, El aflo H92 es celebre por el gran descu- otros pueblos o religiones. Ser judio ;.-
contlnlio con El titulo de! present~ ensa- brimlento de Crist6bal Colon, pero al pllca mucho mas que religion. In:; ... 

· )'O. · . ~~ .:'. ;' ';' · ;;·. · ·: :· : · ": · .. : -. · mtsmo tiempo es infame por la expulsi6n pertenencla a una gran familia. °*~-: 
· La reciente visila del Papa Juan Pablo de Jos judios de Espana por Jos Reyes d.iente de. aquellos quienes estu>ierc: 
Il lue extraord.inaria desde lodo punto de Catbllcos Fernando e Isabel. _ . . _ pie de! Monte SJ.naj donde, ·en el !l!n~:: 
vista. Los · que · tuv1mos e.I privilegio de . ·· ·· -- "' · " : · escucharon y aslmllaron los ete~ £:• •• 
chuiar personalmente con et, atesorare- Desde lut;go no vamos a . ~par. noso- Mandamlentos. Por siglos este ~:<-·. 
mos el recuerdo de su amabllldad, calor tros 105 judio~. al mundo ~nstiano de _hoy mun!dad relieiosa sirvi6 de c1'i,·o v--: 
humano y aguda tnteligencla corno una por las atrocidades que fuero~ comelld~ torio de de!:>iiidades ajen.as y de ~:::· . 
experiencla inolvidable y de gran valor. · en sl~los Pa:a~os. Si es ~1 ;.po! que derenso en las manps de de~tc.s y : -
Presldi la comltiva representatlva ~e rnen.cionarlo. · Santayana soli.a .decir que · · nos. El estableclntiento de! E.sla<!!> ~ : 
Crisev. el Comlle de Relaciones entre ~ue~os. c:ue no estudlan la Historta es. rael. el Estado Juruo, ha camblat.lc : 
Iglesias y Slnagogas Estableclc!as en Ve- · tan estir~dos a cometer los. en:ores Que reglas del juego por comp!eto. La !.a.1; · 
nezuela. que tuvo un encuentro con Juan ya ru~ror. nec!1<'5· El saneamiento de. ~~ Judia ya no puede correr mas anie ~ · . 
Pablo ll en la NuncLatura Apostolica. Eh ':laclon re~ute_re una franea exposicion dlferencia de! mundo. Cuando·en Er....:..~. 
una n!Spuesta 1nesperada y sumamente d. toda do.encia del pasado para poder un lugar remote de Africa. un a\~ :: 
.cordlal a un saludo que le orreci. el Papa em~render n~e~os _.:apltulos det •. encuen- sus pasajeros fueron secuestradcs r . 
h1zo referenda a \·arlos puntos que a ~ _ntre EJ Cris.llarusmo Y ~ ~udcismo. pemjtio a todos abandonar la ~~ 
continuad6n deseo relterar. ero se requiere a~go adJCJonal que e.s menos a los jt.1ruos, Israel. desde =-· 
· En primer temUno, dijo Juan Pablo JI de! capital lmportancia para el est.ableci. de kiiometros envto sus tropas par. =~ 
que ·se sentia emocionado porque un h1jo m ento de relaclones prorundas y ~~rade· catarlos. -~ . . 
del Pueblo Elegido .de Israel, el pueblo res entre ambas grandes rehgiones. . . IA tierra de Israel tlene honda s:r..: . 
que dio comienzo al diAlogo de Dias con . .. Cuando. ~uan Pablo 11 ex~res6 que ~o cacl6n religicsa para el Pueblo Ji£~ . 
toda la hu.rnanldad 'le hubiese dlrlgido . era un hi~ del Pue~lo Elegido que habia Bet Hamikdash. . el Temp'o constr: 

•. dado comienzo al diAlogo de Dlos con ta . ' . -"'· 
J>8:labf3:5 de blenveruda. ~n segundo ter- . hwnanldad, utiliz6, verbatim, Lu pala. por _el Rey SaJ_om6n. destru1do per . 
rruno ~o mencl6n de rru nac~lento ~n · lmLS del lexto de Nostra Aetate. Fue un Babilonios Asirios, nuevarnente .~· 
.1a Patria polaca y a la . h~ro1ca naclo~ -reconccimiento de la raiz judia del Cris- tru.ldo, . y por :;egun<!& vet ~estruido ; 
que en ella . r.a_blt.8:- Por ultimo reafinno tianismo. Despues de todo, Jesils habia I~ RomilJ'.IOS e., el ano 7~" solo ~ . 
que ~I . p~nll?c1an11ento Nostra Aetate de} nacido, vivldo. predicado Y muerto como girse en un monte espec:i!1co .~e ~ c;:-._ 
Concilio 'i aticano II que hace re!erencta Judio Es lmposlble t d' . to de Jerusalem. En la tradic1on .JUm • 
a la relacion de la Iglesia con el juda..is- bal d·el. . . . un en en muen ea- pueden encontrar 813 mlUvot. cm!: '".:.. 
mo es vb!iga.'lte para et y pa.~ toda 1a· . Cristianismo .sobre la base de ~ zas, en el Pentateuco y un nu.muc F 
Iglesia como una lnsplraci6n del Espiritu -. ignorancl.a del Judaismo. En oportuni~a- ponderante de esta cllra tiene rtge : 
Santo y como un mensaje divino. - . des. cuando estoy presente en una mis~ Unieamente en la tierra de Israel I..;. · 

Nostra Aetate se ha convertido· en la Cat.6Uca, me pregunto sl el sacerdote ofi. laci6n entre el pueblo judio y el ~::. 
' pledra fundamental sobre la cual se pue- · clante c~oce a fondo 10 que realmente de Israel tiene esa base hist6rico.!L: 

de edificar una nue\'& relacfon entre la ~ hactendll. Po~ue hay n~m~rosas sa porque casi la totalidad de! relz~ 
Iglesia Cat.6lica y el Pueblo Judio, por ~es netame.nte Judi~ en ~ misa. Esta bllco se desarro116 en sus tieins. 
dos ra.zones fundamentales: Prlmero, el I eles~la comun debe~a de impulsar a .la como respuesta a un a.ntisemillsmll. ~ 
Concilio Vaticano II reconoce la legttiml· c~n 1 ~ una_ re.laclon muy prelerencial frecuencla ·activo y virulento, pe.""D s:. · 
dad de otras conleslones rell.giosas, prt- _ e m do Judio. . pre latente. el Esta.do de Israel es. £: 

vando de tal modo a la Iglesia de la ex- • . En ningim mome~to he leido en los ve>- timas cul!nt.as. el Unico y efectivo ~~-
clusividad en la blisqueda de la verdad . lumenes que han s1do escritos sobre Ka- te de la seguridad fJSica del pueblo r..c·· 
reUgiosa. Segundo, afirma qce nose pue· rol \Voytila, Juan Pablo n. que hubiese Juan Pablo 11.- como sucesor de :_ 
de c.ulpar a todos los 1udios de la epoca participado en alglin acto ant!semita. XXIII, puede profundlzar el acercc:..-: 
de Jb-U.S de su crucifixion y cesde Juego Muy al cantrarto, siempre rue un hombre tc de la Iglesia Cat.6!ica con el Ju:.:. · 
que no se puede cul par a los judios pet· · de ~randes sentimientos de co_mpasion y . El h~cho concreto, que en .la actc::.. . .. 
teneclentes a las generaclones poslerie>- · de mtachable moral. Pero la tierra natal tendria la mayor relevancia e lr.~ .. ...--. 
res a este evento, que es de profunda de Juan Pablo JI fue sltio de programs, eta. ser1a sin duda el estableciz:"lk!::.:~ 
slgnllicaclon para el mundo cristiano. Es . a.sesinatos Y calumnias que se desataban relaciones diplomaticas formales ~c.,, 
lmposible sobreestlmar la lmportancla de en matanzas masivas de Jud.ios. Muy PC>- Vaticano y el Eslado de IsraeL ~! 
esta nue\·a postura de la Iglesia. La his- cos Judios, porcentualmente. sobre~ivie- el 1azo que pt:ede acercar mas a ; w _ 

toria del iuc!aismo abunda rn martirias v ron al terror nazi en Polonia.. Los mi..s Pablo H v 11 ln<: ;11itin. 
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THE AMERICAN J .EWISH COMMITTEE 

date September 24, 1985 

to Marc H. Tanenbaum 

subject 

Attached· ~lease find the translation into 
Engl 'i sh of the f i na 1 statement made by 
the Judeo-Catholic Encounter in Bogota, 
Colombia which took place from August 
19-21st. 

The original in Spanish had appeared in 
the CELAM Bulletin on August 28th. 

. . 
It is my personal opinion that it is a 
very poor piece. 

Regards. · 

JK/BJB 
attachment 
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(Translated from the Spanish) 

FROM C.E.L.A.M. Bulletin, August 28, 1985 

BOGOTA -

STATEME.NT BY JUDEO-CATHOLIC ENCOUNTER 

At its final session, the Judea-Catholic Encounter, held at CELAM's 

headquarters in Bogotfi, ftom August 19 t~ 21, 1985, attended by 

repr~sentatives of the Latin American Jewish Congress and the 

Anti -Defamation League of the U.S., in behalf of the Jewish community/ 

as well as by members of the ~atho l ic Church., (and) Representatives 
(3,"J/i&jJ,.l . . 

·of the~ Conferences of Latin America, issued the following 

statement: 

-"We have gathered in orqer to examine the current status of relations between 

. Jews .and Catholics, twenty yea.rs after the Second Vatican Council's Nostra Aetate 

statement. This document explicitly recognized our common heritage of beliefs.. 

ex~ressed regret over our past, emphasized that the crucifixion of Christ must 

neither be attributed indiscriminately to all Jews then living; nor to . Jews living 

today, and deplored anti-Semitism. -

"The fri.endly atmosphere, spiritual warmth, and openness prevailing at the meeting· 

was conducive to an analysis. of what we have in common and what differentiates us.­

thus making it possible to become better acquainted with . one another. 

"Topics. examined from different angles were: inte.rreligious dialogue, the family 

and future of the faith, how Jews and Catholics should be presented in the teach~­
) 

ings . in the respective commu.nities, as well as social problems in Latin America. 



2 

"We discussed the situation in Latin America, ·characterized by dire poverty in 

many sectors; the e~ternal debts of the countries which stand~n the· way of their 

development and h1nder the ·democratic process; the lack of a proper perspective 

in order to rectify tl:le situation; the dissemination of ideas opposed to 

collective ethics by exclusively emphasizing
0

{efealt.h and individualism, which runs 

counter to community and family life. Therefore, the two communlties, by pooling 

their spiritual . strength, based on faith and God's Word, must take a joint 

initiative and ·center the peoples of Latin America around posi'tive values which·· 

can be translated into action. 

"We believe that education should be based on our spiritual and family values. 

We recognize that the two communi ties of beli.ef must favor and give impetus to 

ethical and spiritua l values conducive to action for the sake of mank1nd, 

respect, and dignity ; to the ability of peop~esto exercise their own free will , 

and to th~ unity of Latin America centere<;I around our spi ri'tual. values.· 

11We urge that the conclu .. sions of the Holy See 1 s latest document be elaborated 

upon,.so that Jews may be presented accurately. in Catholic .teachings. We have 

examined the values set forth in this document, and emphasize. that" the 

fo.llowing. topics need fu.rther clarification: the . land, the State of Israel, · 

~nd the significance of the Holocaust for Jews and Christians. 0 

"From the meeting place of this Encounter, we should like to send forth a 

message of peace and brotherhood to al 1 peoples of the ·Americas, within the 

framework of respect for the religious identity of all. 11 
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SIAL No. 243 

. ::V. /t. '7'> _, .. T· f!I. . .._/: . -· i ""' ,_... .... .. / . ._ :· : . . 
a .~ ._ :.:-.. · .. t-p(<:;:;·<.<=:·:: .. -._.'.F~:-~> .. _ .\·>:~ --~-.. .. ...... · 

'.!.;?-:: ... ~~ ,; •• 

. " · ~-BALANcl DBL lflCUllitRO JUD~TO"~U" .. , .. ;-_·. (:,: ~'.;; ·<:: ::;/'.~)~:-·~":. . . ... <.:L~~~:· 

; .·<' /BOOOT. 1suL1 - .- ,; ;:; . • · . : '. .: ;-,~r~~~---'. ·:·~,'.~~'.~t.f ~ii.k:.:•''!~ :~,J-~ · 
. . " .~:... . . ~~ .. ~. ' · 

... , 't , . · ;, i·\ .. ~'! .. J. . · i~ ,.,. .. . ..!·~!· ~;:. · .. · 1;,.;.-. 

Al termin~ ·-ei Encu~nt~ J~d~~t~UctQ. .. N~.i~~.,. 10, diaa .' 
· .. 19 a 21 · del" preaente ·en· l• eede del CELAM, Bogot6,· repre­

sentantea de la comunidad Judta a ti~~~ - fiel. , Ocmar.eso .~ "· 
Latinoamericano y de la Liga contra ·1a"·o1 t..a·m·~cl6ri · de'"108 -~· · 
Estados Unidos" de NQ!:teamerica·. juntamente . con miembroa ·de '. 
l~ Iglesia Cat61i~preaentante~ c:fe . la• Conferenc1•8 : 
Episcopales del Continente, emitieron el "eiguiente comul\i- --

" ·'TA¥"·.,, .. :: "~ :-~ .. ~t ··,~·<tf~•·~·;,i(i'!'J-¥;~.1,. ,#~~' .. ~JtJ.·i ·· .. _.,~~r•-.·-::.·:;~-4.,,.,.,.,,,, .... 'J" 'jS".1!;!; ,, ... . :,;.• ·• ,. .• .. 
:~~·:·: .:.!~: .. : . : . . : ·<-.. -::. :-:<!•"' • .... ... • •• ~, • ... .. :.: .-,. ·~ ~ ....... : • • ..... _ .. .. "t..;,:.......... .... . . . . . ... .... 1 •• ,c. ' • •• • :-- ···:J. ~\. ·"" · ... . :- . ~ -~·' ~~- "·~ · ·,, j 

.. ''.Nos hemoe reunido para celebrar el' estado actual de laa relacionea ' entre 
judios y eat6licoe veinte a~os deapufa de la Declaraci6n del Concilio Vati 
cano II· "Noetra Aetate'! .que expUcitainente reconoci6 nueatro patri111onio 
comun de· fe, lamen~, nueea-o paaado• aubrayando que le-eNcitixtcSit-';.ili' Crtil " 
to no puede ser atribuida ni indistintamente a todoa loe jud{os que enton: 
ces vi vian ni a loa ·jud.loa de hoy· y. deplor6 el entiaemi tiemo • 

.. . · ..; . 
Un ambiente de gran fraternidad, calor eapiritual y franco reapetc)tavore­
c16 la reflex16n sob~. lo que noa ea comun y aobre nueetraa dU'erenciaa, 
para conoe,rnoe meJQSt-. . · ~ ~ . · ;, ~ : ::Ji ...... ~.:.: 

.. ~ ~ .. 
En eata oeasi6n loe temaa tratadoa deade las reepecttvaa ·viaiones f~eron : 
el dUlogo. interreligioso, la familia y el i'uturo-· de la fe. :1a pr&'aentacifn 
de Judios y Cat61 icol!;I .en la eneeiianza de las reap .. cti v~.: comunida~f!ll y . la 
problematica soc.ial l•ttnoamericana. - · · . "=" · :( .'._: ·· · 

Analizamoe la sj tu!!!ci6n de Am6rica Latina caracterizada por la extrema po-­
breza de muchoe sectores; por laa deudaa . externaa de loa paises que :·illposi 
bilitan au desar~llo y obstaculizan la dernocrecia; la falta de perspecti: 
va para subsanar eata aituaci6n; la difuei6n de conoeptoe que atentan con­
tra la moral colectiva que al poner 'niaais excluaivo en las riquezae y en 
el individualiemo, atenta contra la vida comunitaria y familiar. rrente a 
esta situaci6n las dos comunidades con el aporte de su fuerza espiritual, 
basada en la fe y en la Palabra de Dios para asi hallar soluciones concretes, 
deben tomar una iniciativa en comun para unir a los pueblos del Continente . 
en valores p0Qitiv.o .... q4~, inspiren -·•~··~~~ .... . . ,.. , ... .. . :-.·.::r:r --.-... ;.,. ,,_ .. : .• , 

. . .. . ... 

Queremos propender paruna educaci6n fUndamentada en nuestros valores espi­
rituales y familiares . Reconocemos que las dos comunidades de fe de~emos 
favorecer e i mpulsar valores ~ticos y eepirituales que animen las acetones 
en favor del hombre. del respeto a su dignidad ; la libertad de los 'pu.bl~e 
a su libre ·determinaci6n y propender por la unidad continental alred~~o~ 
de nuestr os valores espi r ituales . 

Es urgente elaborar las conclusiones del ultimo documento de 
para una correcta presentaci6n de loe judioa en la enseftanza 
flexi onamos aobre loa valoree de este documento y dea~camoa 
prorundizar los relativos a la tierra, al Eetado de Israel y 

.do del Holocausto para los Judios y Cristiano&. 

la Santa·sed' 
cat61ica·~. R!, 
como temaa a 
el signif'ica-

I i 

Desde esta sede del Encuentro queremoa dar ·un mensaje de paz y f'raternldad 
a todos los pueblos de las Americas, en el marco del respeto a la identtdad 
religiosa de todos". 

l 
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Jews alld,Catholicleaders celebrate 
By Robert Seavey 
Daily Journal Staff 

Caracas' Catholic and 
Jewish leaders broke bread 
and drank toasts Thursdfy ~· 
commemorate what one of­
ficial said was the most signif­
icant modem development 
between the Jewish people 
and the Catholic church. 

Rabbi Pynchas Brener, 
president of the committee on 
relations between churches 
.and synagogues in Venezuela 
(CRISEV). t.old guests at the 
Union Israelita of Caracas 
that _the church's position 
acknowledging the innocence 
of Jews in relation to the 
death of Jesus Christ was a 
''historic stand and a key 
element in the future rela­
tions between Jewa and the 
Catholic Church.'' 

The event, which drew 
people from a variety of 
faiths in V enezue1a, com­
memorated the 20th an­
niversary of the Second Vati­
can Council document Noetra 
Aetate 88 well 88 the Jewish 
holiday the Feast of the ,.. 
ernaclea. 

RELIGIOUS ENCOUNTER - Promiaent Jew• and 
Catlaolies·waet 'Duanday. From l'eft to right are Sergio 
Hadel..,., Rabbi Pynebu Brener, Cardinal Joee Ali 
Lebnn ud Rab'bi Mare B. Taneabaaa. 

(DJ photo by Felipe Ojeda) 

The Vatican document for to Jews was approved by the 1 

the first time formali7.ed the vast majority- of voters, and 
Catholic position that Jews said he takes pride in being 
~ not be held responsible among those approving. 
for the death of Christ. The Lebrun pointed out that 
document also acknowledges one of the immediate benefits 
the possibility of communica- of the document was the 
tion with God by people who development about 13 yean 
are not Cluistians· ago of CRJSEV. 

Cardinal Jose Lebnin of Lebrun said he would soon 
Venezuela said be was ere- return to Rome to discuss the 
aent c.tbe Vatican eouncil in results of the entire Vatican 
1966--When the aection related council. 
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. :·Jgle~~~flB aghlpadas en .''Cnsev" 
leelebfaron la ·decision-.·OOUmeriiCa 
~L:. . :•:.~~ ·.'~"~ i · .. i .... ·1 . ~ ~ ~. I • • •. • ' • • 

~L>. ... .. , .': . ... . _. , ," .. · · . naria deJ Comite de Relaciones entre Iglesias y 
~a;,;~'JJ·· ·: ,/} "· ,.

1 
, . . . :. " '" • ·•'. ~ii'lagogas,',esta~l~i~as en Vene~uela {CRISEV) .. 

i~~~- ; .... , . :,. . . ~·,' · ' se exaJJ6 · l11 .. v1genc1~ de es~e prnnunciam1ento ! 
t :i··· , . hecho publlco el.za· de octubre de 1965. . '. ·1 
j;~~Q.;;;'!na . "S.uc~'.: :1(;,~ba,fla · conm~morativa) . La fr4gll c~~a. que consti~uye un slmbolo / 
tio'niP.art·ieron,,''fratemaJm'ente.y ,en amistad", el para los 1sraehes en estas fesuv1dades.de los ta· I 
~~~i£i;:t;fno'. la~·-~/i!'~ii;,1~r~,r'ci'ul~ ectesi4stl-. bema~ulos, cobiJ6 al ~abino Marc Tanenbaum. / 
~~;i~:jMQ(~s1 .el .. ?QC.An,i~~ts~ri.9.-d!;.la Declaraci6n aJ.to. eJecu~ivo,gel l\rnencan Jewish Co~m1tt~ de , 
~dl,NOSiffiA AETATE del.ConcilioNatlcano II, en Estados Unldos Ya su represen!Ante en Mexico el ' 
1~,~~~e~;de· ·1a· union 1sra~li~a.~,de '.Caracas en San publlclst!I. pen_Od.ista_y·RS:blno en MeXico, Sergio 
... re..," l.il_o·. , '· · '•' ·''. ' ••·. . · Nudelstejer. ··y tepresentanres de lai Uni6n .lsrae· · 

·aocllni'ento de-gra'n 'li'nJ?Qrtancla para la llta'Luterana, .la Evangelii:a Presbiteriana; la lgle· 
:9.eJ~"M~ndo creyept~.'.~s~§~~bldo bajo el. si.a,Ev&ngellca Llbre, la lglesl.a Luterana, la B'nai 

to ·p·aRl!I. de Juan XXlll, ms1ate. en el esta· B rth Y otros mlembros de.Um6n. . ., , 
~if~(~!ifR'.~e: u~a. te1~.~-i~rt .~~- ~inlslfid y trat_er: Por 1a 1&1eslii ~t611ca:Roriiaria. se. cmt¢' con 1a . 
~l$'ajl t?.rr _el iudafsmR l!!l!'!dJii!c ~ el. afirma que ,presenda del ~enaJ ~ose ,b.JI .Lebrun Moratlnos. ~I I 
no1!;e puede culpar a tOdos los judlos de la epoca Nuncio Aposl¢lico Luciailo Storero, el oblspo awo' 
d~l!la . mtierte deiJe;·o~·:•y;ii!~cho menos a los Ju- i1ar y sec~o general de la CEV de~. Mon· · 
~llf ~~'.·ias ·~e~~?lcioii~~ p<>steno~ ·a este aeon· aenor Jose Vicente Henriquez, ~! obis po awdl.iar de : 
ree1.m1e'ntq. · . '.. ·· · . · . . Caracas y vlcepresldente d!! Crtsev, Alfredo Rodrf· 
i <~lhieri>r'etaii~l?S'iifra~llta,S-:'q ue·dlcho pronuhcla· - gue:Z· f.'gueroa;: o~ispo awdliar de Caracas,. Manuel, 
mi~nto. etum~~i~S,iC.:l:4cftam~entetrecoi'loce la' pro- ... OelP'do: ·ei"director de! d~nto de Comuril: . 
~a611idad de'coih"'unicarse con:Dios tuera deJ eris- . ·caci6n Social de la:CEV, Amador·:Merino; el director 
:1:iah i"snio, dando•. por. lo•·t:anto: legitlmldad a los de] departamenlo de Mlliriici6n' y TUrismo, padre) 
orras gtande~ire.ligiones•monotelsias,: · i · ' . Sante:ceve!Un; el padre 'Carloil ,Porras. piidre Vives 
l En·el att&•qunont6·adem'9: con la Hlstencla · : Suf!A; padre William Delgado, rector del Sen\jnarto 
de dos rabin<>s provenientes de· MexJco y Estados de El Hatlllo y el padre Carlos Luis Silvent. rector 
Unid~s y que vino:siend,o una reuni6n extra~i'dl·· . de-~El-~r": · · . · · ·. : 

---· --- . -·-- ---,.--------

/ 
.. 

!'·:·;·(1 . . •, : 
t• I: ... 
. }.' , , , 

·;~, ;· 
,• f 

\ ~fr;bi~o Pyi\ch~s. Brene~ · · _ ·• .;1 

\~l moTentoh!s~6ricop9~· 9})liA~:,- , 
I~ apu11~ar hacia lo qµe Q(}~,~ne; ,,:., 
:·\ it' . mento N~ Aetate· ~~ indica ci~ -no ,, 
· R· u .. , ... . · .. ·;- .. ,.,, .,0 .,. ,., "'..,A .. pue<lec:U1paratodos=los 'dellcendlente5y ·m4(imi ~-· . . . :' .. · ·' · ' · '·"" ?' L c.. · ~.... .!"'! ~ " · tante aWl. que no se. puede,CuJpar a ~cirle1! 
tk:" ··::., . . · . . . ~:: ······ ··· ·:--~ ·-:--·-: twu por la.muerte de J~. Este ~ ·' 
~';'t,:::; · : -~·-:.:·. ,,. ' :1. ··""·flis·: ·:."'\~g-~1',.:~1w'~c~~~vedentrcicse·1.a ~esla'maroa-wl& ·niieW · 
r·~~a:u'~;;~ ·~J~~~~.·~0J78~r1~ia"~~~~~tA~t~~'~io~~)'~'t&i~'dt6llea·1·80~,: 
tra Aetate·es un documento··Que'depuh de 20 · momentol en que teriemOll'quun~tar·a -~ ~··~·· ~ios.de ehstent:ia no se.co~vi'tfr6'.·en i1n woocu· de ~·Ql.lt!·~"e~.m;.!'r'!l>l'!t~i~; 

· mento arq'ii~l'6gico';: sino que::poi el contrarto~- reliilones ~·. · , "··· ~· :; ~ ·. i7t; i1 1~-?r,• 
' est4 ·:vivo 4entro de la iglesi~'.'. : · -Creo. que en estos m0mento5 ifen~ffi1 · ,.. 
:·~···ocasi6~~,~~ .Ci~e· ayer .rue m!)JiV.~,. de regocF · ceaidad de paz .y convivencla· y qu.e d~t>ti 
: jada celebraci~ri ·P<>r la cqr:n'unldid' Israeli y ·1a -·apuntar mAs hacla Jo que nos, une que~!fla:.~_ 1 ~Jgl~sia Ca~6,llc~ Romana. Varlas fl.ieron las con· que nos separa... . ' ·IFl_Jj:.:~f.lff)~ 

I~ ·sii:lera_ciori'es qli~~.el 'pas1oi' ;u~10· hlzo en un dla de· . · Er rablno BreMr record6 a·1os ~r;:~~~~?G
1 

renex16n col!!Ct1va ameniudo·por un almuerzo. . .eete encuentro lo que hace es poner de manlftesto 
l --Hace 20 aflos se promuJ&6·Wl:a nuieva relacl6n una anllatad cercana que exlate aqul en .Yenezue-
\.~ la ~esia catllli~i,._!XJ!l_el_~~-~· ~ -~ _ ·_l!_entre~_lgles~~at611cayla~m~ldadjudla.' 
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~l .carde'1al Jose ~u Le·br<m 

J999,s ~Q~_ppS,tiP:pQs;es~amos Uni~os 
~a_;.1a::m1sma ·cepa del pUehlojudio .. · · 
' fZfft~c, · • . : X;, ..... ;•· "· ': < '.?tC 1~: • . · ... ·· · 

~::. 4~ , ·: h R9sa UstaQz~\:-i:,..~3'!.~d .. ". 11,,, ·· · '·' _, ... 

!~ .J· -~:·· ' ; •: . · ,"~I ~uebl~~ju~:;{~~tf;g!esia ~o~-herede~os .de las pro~esas 

-~ 

~
-~~1 ,. ::. . • q1,1e: ~I Seftor le hito al'pueblo escogido:·. afirm6 el cardenat ,i,~-
~~· , bnin en 'el encuentro celebrado en la Uni6n lsraelita de Cara· 

. .;¥ cas, para conmemorar·e1 xx aniversario de la promulgaci6n del : 
~.! , \;, · docume11to "Nostra Aetale" del Concilio Vaticano II. . 
· · · .. M!JY .satiSfewcho''de ·asistir a esta celebraci6n se confes6 el 

tambi~n Arzol;>ispo de Cara~as, poi contarse SU;VOtO entre los 
dos. mil 221 pronunciamientos positivos qu~ materializaron 
este deseo de Su Santidad Juan. XXlll, "verdadero artifice de 

· este proy~c~o". 
' · Su disertaci6n ante la nutrida concurrencia vers6 sobre la 

cercanla y la procedencia comun de la vocaci6n cristiana y 
judia, quienes reconocen e invocan a Abraham como su Padre'. · 

.:;: • . <1==·a ------ ------ ---

) ::I c~ntenal Jose Alf Lebr11n departe con· el rablno Pynchas Brener. A 1u dlestti y en 1011 
~extremos los rablnos lnvttados Matt Tanenbaum y Sergio Nudelltejer, de Estados Unldo9 y 

· ' Mf1lco, rtapectlvamente. (Foto Ram6n Garcia) 

-El 'mayor timbre para establecer los linderos es que 
Jesus es 'judfo y la Virgen Santfsima es·"judla, de manera que 
toda la t~adici6n est! presente en nuestro coraz6n. Creo que 
muchas. veces nosotros·los hombres. somos los que vamos en· 

... 

venenan<!o al hoinbr_e ya las razas. · 

El Ca_r~enal ademas consider6 oportuno recordar que 
ambas rehg1ones teen la misma biblia "y que bajo la Ley de 
Nosta Aetate, la relaci6n se ha hecho y seguir4 haci~ndose mas 
fructuosa· 10 cual permite ir creando en el mundo ese gran sen· 
tido que tenemos de la dignidad de ser hijos de Dios .. .''. 

-Las relaciones de la· Iglesia Cat61ica ~on el pueblo judio 
son esenciales. Todos los, cristianos estamos unidos· a la mis ma 
cepa del pueblo judio. . . · 

. . . ) 

, 1 _Refiri6 el ca.rdenal Lebrun que el Papa Juan XXlll encarg6 

1
, al· cardenal jesuita Agustin Bea, rector d'el lnstituto. Biblico, 

para que propusiera el Documento, el cual se estudi6 y aprob6 
e'n el Concilio Vaticano·JI en octubre del 65. Su nombre provie· 

I ne, como el de todas las encfclicas y docµmentos vaticanos de 
la utitizaci6n de las dos primeras palabras conque se inicia el 

I· · mismo en el idioma latln y la traducd6n de N_ostra Aetate al 
castellano.es "nuestra eqad". . 

· -iCree usted que se han cumplido las aspiraciones de ese 
Documento? • .. ·" . · . 

- En cuanto se puede yo dirfa que se Ila cump!ldo con bas· 
tante perfecci6n, no totalmepte. pero sl-se ha avanzado bastan· 

· te. Ya no hay aquellas actitudes del pasado que h.icieron h.ist6-
. rico el maltrato hacia los judfos. Estos inconvenientes a Dios 
gracias se han ido superando. __ . --~ 



·':'"··-· - ··--:-· · ----;:;. 

·' ~ -

. . = \. 

.... - ·=- fD 
a 

THE AMERICAN ~EWISH COMMITTEE C) · ~-· ; -~r,~~c:::~~:.~;~_:"··"L. -- -~;.; $, -.;·:...y ;:;:: ;:s:~d !,[~-- ·?~?.:"?!,:"·; · r-c-- _,,,. • .-: :1 t ..: ::a hi.ni -,~ 

• . 
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1

: , ~~~~~~ion in ezuela of ]{}{ Anni:versai:y of Nos,tra .Aetate ·3 .J 
. I . ~ ;.::..:.· ·:, ~:::; ~}:.= ::.:: .-- :..- c;f. ~· ::·: ~.: ·,,:~ ·.--:;.u-, r_: / •.. _:. -.:' ;.· s · -~· ··:. · ··· ,. .. - :.:·.;: ;: j. 

ir)~1":"~?. ?~ r~1.:j·::t · t ;:- ; ... ~ - : ·;;-·:~t·: ~-:: ·. f~!"'f3 .. ·::~ ::: ·i ==-~: . :. :-.. · .. 1:..:·· .:~ t >-.· ... , .. .-: . . · .. ~ ·:;.:- · .. .......... ~:j: f 
:· ;- ... ·· ~._: ~( , ._ .. _. ~·~~ ~~-~ : : _. · :,_:.·,·~ "!'.'~ ·:~:~) lr T " :-. ;. ._,. f ' : :~~·t ~;~: .. :;:· . : ,; ,..',_;· .·· :~:· · ·: :~t=' / ,' 

:-.{ ld :-: · ~ .. !~~ ·: ~.= .. 1C~~:· == -. . ·-.~'. ')._' : t : .:~ : C'.j-· ·· ~ . ~ ·:: ';!' ... - f ;::·~ . .... :·. :~ . .): . .. .l. - . '!' . ....-. _•. 

i ,·; -c.i'After ·you .-3.eft :Ven~zilela,: ,the _,pres_s, .f["adiO. :~d.T.Y. media ·gave t tl .. 
~ ful~. covei:age·.of .the. •COl'lIIeilPraticn 'Of .. the· 20th .. 1\rmiversary· of the .;r~;- ~ ~ 
Seccnd -~~ tCQ1.11c.;i.J . docurnant :~tra .•Aetate" ; which. tool_t. place un-:,' · /i .. 
der the"-·a,uspj.oe$" -of .the ""·O:::mn:j.tt~ of Rel~tiGnS between arurches and .': _i . 
Syna~ :m .Yenezuela . (CRISEV) -and with. the presenc:e of Cardinal .~· - f 
Jose !.ebrGn :~d ,the ~papal fuu:Dinger M:mseigneur ;I.llciano Storero, , as f' 
well ·as !high.:dignataxl:es and .rePreSentatiws, qf <:li.fferent ·religious ,.J 
faitjls. ·. :Au ~mted. out clearly.your .QUta~d:µlg :participati'rn and / 
the· presenee of~ :Pabbi'. Pynchas Breriner .r .:Qie. ,of . the ·DDSt 'inp::>rtant · te- -;;? 
levision .netw.t;>.i::k in Caracas 11E11ticned -~ Jit is. the .f~.tima-,that (: 
such. ·an irilpm;tant event .between chris:ti~~ and Jews took place ·in 
caracas. · · 

... ,. -· ; ·:· " : : ·~ • ;. t• " .... - . 

.'. Similar cx:nuimtaries were heard .anong .many ·peni:)erj; of the. Jewj:sh 
Q:mnunity .:in Car~ .during .-the Shali>athServices held_,"911 fri~y n~ght 
~in the ~a,9ogue of the'.·Lhion Israeli:ta (the ,Ashkenazi I<ehila) . · 

~lease find encloSea ~lippings of different newi;papers from':ca-
racas i.i1 :telatiori w.t:th.·this ·actiVicy. ' (" ~ '. · · ,_ -~ ·'- · · :·. : .· 

; ,;- : . .'"': ;; . .. , . . ·.: · .. . ; i.::'\ · .· . , :' : ~ ..... .-:. ": .... .. 

Ck1 ·Friday, ~obef 4th, I .held irrp:>rtant .neetings. At · 7 o·' clock 
in the noming ·:r. had the hcilor of invitµig for.· an early breakfaSt Dr. . ·. ·!; 

Luis Manuel ·~ell, M4Uster ·of ,J?ut>lic F.ducati(n '· in .·the Govemnent -. · .r:'' · 
of .Vmez\lel~·,- ~th whdn i held a long ccnve:i;s.a,ti~. 'Dr. CarlxJnell con­
gratula,ted -~ ~can Jewish. Ccmtiittee· .and ·me for taking· the initia-

. tive to hold -w·· Ccµ;ca.5 . . the .CaruterrOratiari :of the. '20th. Anniversary of · ···. ~ 
the Seema va.t:j:can eounc11· •OOCurceiit "Nostra :Aet~e"' . lie '.Weis. -1nfonredJ· ''· '-t 
of thi~ event thrbugh ,the press and T.v.·=-'nedi.~~ ):.-L -:.. ,· - 2·:;:>~·-· . c ·,,_ 

• • .. ~.. • ( • •• • : . ~. ! ••• : •• : .. ~ ·;:. '.< . . • ··;-,... '! : ~~- t. ::: .. ;·" .~ .=i:. ."»~r.· -~...:J,..·:: 

· Gcneeril.illg other is.s ues , · ·nr. · carl:rilell ·t o1.d ine that }?efore Pre~ 
sident Lus:i:nchi of Venezuela left for New York. to speak before the U.N. 
he had the opportmi_ty r;>f ~ting With -~ and :Ct d.iScu.ssirig ~ ~:H~··=?-~C.~.c;j 
Right$· S!tua;Uon of ;the~ JeW.5 iJl. the Soviet·' Uni&i. ·. PieSiderit : wsiriChi--~~ .. :·:, ir: _ 
Wa.s sympathetic and prdtii.sed ·te iientibr( this: iss.ue ~eve~"-he'-WOilld ·: V•"!'1·~·-:. .. .:i-:.i.:.: 
ha th

. . . . . . do .. . ' ' . . . . l-:· •• ::. f' " ... , " - ~ ;... ,.._ .,. • • -"><"°' "· "",,... ,, _ ve e -0ppqrtun1ty ·t o· ·so. ··. ·· . ' · · =··· : f-··· ··· ·:: ' · - ·"" ···" 0 --='i:-':._ ...... ~ . - -·J 

• ... ;_· ..... £ : • ~ . •: 

Dr. Lui.s. Carl:Jonell was leaving that sane day to a nurcber of Eurcr 
pean countri~., arcong them Spain and Bulgaria. He assu+ed ne ·he \rt'Ould speak 
aJ::xirt Soviet Jai:ry With high ,ranking officials .in Bulgaria. He also· prcr. 
1¢.sed to neet" pers,ooally while in .Spain with Presiderit Felipe Goozalez 
with "'1ban ·he will dis~ss and sup}X)rt the matter CXlllce:ming the diplo-
natic · relati¢ns between Israel and Spain. . . · 

. : ~.. . ·. . 

' ' ·' . 
.. .. 

;.' .. 
;: ·-; 
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. or~ :µns G,arl:x:nell was son:y he did not meet you and. I ·told him ~ 
that due · to pnavious. engagenents you oouldn 't stay longer. For your ·· 

· infOJ;:rtiati~, Dr • . cart>cinell, before ·be.ing ~p:)inted Miriister of F.dticatian, 
for many years be was an active nembei in our Cbrrmittee an Soviet Jewry 

·in Venezuela and a fsti! years ago he participated in me of the seminaries 
held in ~;_for scientists· and net· there with Jewish activists and 
refuseniks. · 

. I also had the .chance of meeting with Pr. Efrafu Shacht AD..stiguieta, 
former Minister of Foreign Affairs 1 distinguished professor of International 
Law and, at ·present, c.Ounsellor to the Miillster of. Fbreign Affairs. We · 
held a friendly excharige of opinions and of points of View in relation 
to the i~sue of ZioniSI'n"".'Racism·, during which tine he assured ne that the 
p:>licy of t:he Venezuelan ~t ·is a friendly ooe towards the State 
of Israel and that his oountcy would never support an anti-Zicnist> standing in 
spite <;>f the fact that Venezuela is a rrerrber of OPEC. At the sane tine, and 
in his positioo as· President of the Venezuelan o:mnittee an Soviet Jewry, 
I infoni:ed. him about the .recent maeting of the Presidium in Washington. Or. 
Sh~cht told ~ that during ex:taber arid Novemrer, they would hold ·a nurrber 
of public activities in behalf of Soviet Jewry and that they will also maet 
with the President of the Venezuelan Parlianent to ask .him to bring up the 
subject of Soviet Jewry in the next I.atiri .American Interparlianentarian 

. neeting. . . 

I net with the new Ambassador of Israel in Venezuela, Mr. Oscar Pii-Sar 
who just reaently cane to caracas. I spent nore than an hour discussing 
with ruin differerit issues and establishing a good rapp:Jrt betwaen him and 

the Anerican Jewish O:mnittee. · · · 

I infomed Arcbassador Pri-Sar about the acti vi.ties of the KJC at a 
National and Intemational ' level, ~tressing the imp::>rtant work carried 
out by our Jerusalem offioe . . We agreed to keep constantly in touch and 
work together in matters of carcn0n inte~t. Anbassador Oscar Pri-Sar was 
born in Argentina~ · he is by ·professioo an architect and this is his first 
diplonatic appointnE.n:t . 

'Ihe sane frfaay night, Rabbi Pynchas Brenner invited ne to the 
Kabbalath Shabbath. Servi'oes and to speak in the Synagogue before a large 
aUdience. Very_ briefly _I spoke about the activities· of the KJC, about the 
struggle of soviet Jew$ in these difficult m:ments, as well as about the 
catastrophic ~ion of the earthquake in Mexiro. · 

Next day I net with Dr. Berilardq Kliksberg, di.rector of the Bagi.anal 
· Project of the lhited ~ations for Latin ~ica and the Cl'a:ti.ti>ean, ~, in 
full detail, inforned ne about . the social and 1x>litical situatiai of Veh~uela 
and of sate of the countries ·of Central Anerica where he is the represent.a~ 
tive of the U.N. · 
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Also~' I had the chance of Deet.ing with Mr. Ruben Fara~, President of 
.the B'nei.:Bp.th :m Venezuela, a persanal friend of mine, frcm whOm I got 
detailed j,nfortoaticn qn the activities and prablemas of the Jewish Ccmmmity 
of Veneztiela. ' · · 

As !.°you IID..lSt sureiy ~r, thanks to our interventicn, .a: few years _ago, 
a }l.ane for Cuban-Jewish inmigrants was q::ened in Carcas to gi.Ve them assis­
tance, nedical care and lodgings • .Many of. the pIDan-JE!\tt'S who stopped over in 
thi~ h~, have left to .di°ffe".rent countri~ Where .they have a family, spe- -
ci.ally to the th:i,ted State~·. 'lhe ffM that remained have made a wey of· life 
;in Carapas, thanks to the generosity anq understanding of the Venezuelan 

...... . gove~"t- . . 
.: 

I was able to neet with one of them, Mr. Gregorio Imiac who begged . 
:rre. that the AJC should try to do its best to help out three professionals 
to leave Havana. 'lhese three nen, in whose .behalf in the past, ~ also 
interfei;-ed, .are the follCMing: Dr. Julio . Imiac, whose wife and children 
are :in Venezuela and \ioho asked .tq be all<M.ed to leave Cl.Jba tlu:ee years ago; 
Dr.. S?.lcm::n Mitrani, whos.e . wife and two ~ldren already live in caracas and 
who as ·of 5 years ago is waiting to .be able to leave Cuba and Mr. ~o · 
Femandez Vifia, an engineer,. who ccnverted to Judaism and also whose Jewish 
wife and tjll.ldren liYe in. car~. ·I . will try to Sfeak to the ~can autho­
rities to see if there i$ any Possibility of doing sarething iri behalf of 
the~ three m=n. Will ~ee.p you _µifonced . en this matter. · · 

. I oon~iaer that our vi.Sit to carcas was vezy fnri.tful and positive. 
Beside!? the outstanding celebration of the XX l!rmiversaxy of the Seccnd 
V~tican Council and the fact that you net with imp:>rt.ant lay leaders of 
the Jewish Ccmmmity of Venezuela, in the special neeting organized by 
the CAIV. (crnfederation of Jewish .Institutions in Venezl.Jela), ~had 

. the. chance·of :renewing ow: personal cianta,ct w;i.th distinguished Jewish 
and ~on-Jew.i:sh. perscnaliti~. · 

.. 
Please . feel free to make any caments you deem necessary. 

It wa:s w pleasure t o spend s6ne tine working together with you. 
Pecei ve as always my bl:!st oordial i::egards. · · 

. . . 

cc: Iavi.d Gord;i.s 
n::tvi n Hr1rri s . -



[end]
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STRICT.IX CCNFIDENTIAL 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date 

to 
from 

aubJeot 

October 1.6th., 1985 

Marc H. Tanenbaum 
SErgio Nudelstejer 

As per the· earthquake, certain infollllatipn .nedia (press , radio 
and T.V.) h~'7e . st~ed to outs~read antisemitic info:onation. 

Sane pointed out that a few:· days after the earthquake, Jewish. 
busines~ cama with trucks:, loa.deci" them and carryied out their 
belongings and machinery from the damaged bui:lcµ:rigs·, while nearby 
there W.ere s.till corpse.5 laying around and survtvors still under 
a nountcµn · of denri$ ~ · · · 

This. cqnpaign, which continues ti'll nc:w, i .s being encouraged 
and us.ed politically by scine left-wi:pg gro~s who at the rrorrerit are 
trying to or<jani~e .the seamstress.es,· which. are now jobless' not 
becalise they were fired but because the .. buildings. housing the fac­
toriea they worked in are either in bad shape or have collapsed. 
Sorre. of these jobless people expect carrpens~tions for having lost 
their w.qrk and others. expect indemini?atlons: for the ones that 
died under the collaps,ed · buildf?gs.. · 

The ga,nrent industry in Mexico, which. suffered V'ecy serious 
losses·, is .mainly in JeW{sh hands., ~d thes.e Jewi'~h businessman ha­
ve los.t, e.:j:ther totally or parti:a~ly, their enterprises. 

We hope that this antisemitic campaign will not get very far 
ahead and ·be $;topped in tine, befoi:-e it beccmes a .general danger 
t Q the corrmuni:ty ~ · 

Will keep you inforrred on this. issue, meanwhile receive as 
ah@.ys Illf best cordial ~gards. · 

copies: David Gordis 
. David Harris 



REPORI' CN THE EARI'HQUAKE IN MEXICO 

By Sergio Nudelstejer . 
Director, AJC M:Xican/Central Arrerican Off ice 

ectober 16th, 1985 

This is. a follCM up on my previous report dated September 23rd on 
the situation ·in Mexico after the earthquake. 

GENERAL VIEW 

We cannot . consider the nurrber of victims given at the norrent, as the 
exact ones. due to the fact that it is' vecy, diffiCult .to establis.h ~ct 
figures ·due to the preva.tling chaotic -situatfon . in .~co. It is rcenti,oned 
that about 100;000 .people were left horceless. Five hundred buildings fell 
dcwn completely and just deb~i:s remains;- other 700 buj.ldmgs were semi-
destroyed and 7,000 buildings and house5were damaged. · 

Arcong the destroyed buildings. are a nUmber of schools, therefore in 
m:my parts of .. the city there are no clases go~g on. F.ach school building 
is being ch6cked before allowing it to be re-Qpened for its no:rrral use. At 
the sarre t:j.rce, a large nunibre of hospitals · suffered severe damage, anong 
them the National Medical Center which belongs to the National Social Security, 
and whichat one tine was said.to be the nost Carrplete .and nodem hospital com­
plex of .Latin Arreri:ca and which had a large m.nnber of buildings, each for a 
dif·ferent rredical specialty. Other govemrrent hospitals suffered serious da­
mages as well . ~· private hospitals·. This leads to a serious situation iil so 
far pro~dtng l'CEdi'.cal ·as~istance to the population •. 

Last Friday, October llth, President Miguel de la Madrid sign~ a decree 
to expropriate 7,0oo·properties (buildings and houses) where it is. expected · 
that the ·gove~t will build new buildings or :i::-e-build the damaged ones which 
will be g_iven CMay or sold to those who lost their homes. 

At the ~t, there .are still ·open 120 shelters where .30,000 victims 
of this tragedy -rren' waren and children- are getting soeial. assitance while 
waiting to be relocated in· other apartments .or hares, a process which.will 
take a long tine. · 

It is a tragic sight to see on the walls qf t~e· different sul:May stations, 
pictures of hundreds of people unaccounted for and of which information is . 
being asked. In the cerrenteries,· hundred of liniden1:ified bodies have been thrCMn 
into a corrm:::>n grave as. well as parts of bodies found am::mg the debris ·of fallen 
buildings • . 

The Maxi.can govemrrent has decided to denolish all damaged buildings and 
plans are on the 'way for the rerrodeling of certain parts of the city that were 
the nost affected. The rhytlun of city life is slCMly getting back to nonnal, · 
specially in. the corrmunications area where phones, telex anO. telegrams after 
three .weeks of. being. alnost void, are working again. · 
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The governmIDt has started a reconstruction program, making an appeal to 
M:xican citizens to support it financially. · 

Aside of the six Jewish victill's, to date we have no conf innation of any · 
. other demise within the canmJnity. 

The buildlng of the .Ashkenazi · Kehila which s.uff~ serious damage, will 
have to be repcµred and restored. It is 0¢:ng .figured out that this will take 
rrore than three rronths and the Jewish Institutions that maintained their of fices · 
tht:re such as the Central Jewish Carmuttee of MeXi.co, the Mexican· Cbuncil .of 
Jewish Wtmen; the B'nei -Brith, the Jewish Agency, the. Jewish National Furia, 
the Zionist Federatidn, the Hebrew-Yi'ddish Sanin~ for .Tea¢i.ers, the Ashkenazi 
Kehila, the Rabbinate and the Kosher. Restaurant are neanwhile functioning 
in other Jewish premises • 

. In the ganrent district in downtown: M=xico, ,many properties and factories 
belonging to Jewish families' .suffered very serioU.S damages and sane others totally 
collapsed. And a prob;L~ has arisen with the destruction of sooe of these facto­
Ii.es: thousands of seam.stresse and employees lost their jobs. 

On Friday, Q::tober' 11th, a aelegation-of Presidents of the different Jewish 
organizations headeq by Mr • . Bernardo Weitzner, -President of the Jewish Central 
Comnittee, were received by the President of Mexico, Miguel De la Madrid. In 
the nam: of the· whole JSvfsh Ccmruru."'ty they handed in to the President of Mexico 
a check . on the ~unt of 500 million pes~ (approx.tmately ·Orie and a half million 
dOllars} as· a first ·conti.il>ution to the Reconstruction Fund. 

It is illlportant to $ess that for a cotiple of weeks, inany members of the . 
Jewi$h. camrrnmi:ty, speci'ally Jewish youth helped 9ut working as volunteers in 
the shelters organ:tzed-by the Jewish Corrmu:nity as well as with the Mexican Red 
Cross and in the rescue tearrs., ·showing their interest and worrying arout their 
:fEllON citizens. · · ·· 

Dur.;i..ng ·ycm Kippur, the Synagogues were· .packed full as always, contrary tp · 
what was· eXpected, due to the fright and worry that has resulted as per the 
day of . th~ eartlJ.quake. In all trie ·Synagogues throughout-the Mexican Republic, 
special prayers· .were scrid for those who' lost thei·r lives or dissappeared during 
this tragedy. 

The Jewish :Corarmmity in .Mexico is very_grate£ul to ~11 the Jewish· I4!f;titutions 
and Cormmni.iti:es a:il over the world; who during t.llose tragic days, · expressed through 
different neans their solidarity with Mexico, their interest and worry tONards 
Mexican Jewry. 

·To: Marc H~ ·Tanenbaum· 
David Gordis 
David Harris 
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CENTRAL AMERICA: A BACKGROUNDER 
. . 

Serglo Nudelstejer, ·Director, 
Mexican and Centrdl American Office 
International Relations Department 

Amer.lean Jewlsh Committee 

For the last several years, Central Amerlca has become d very 
special focus of a·ttention. With the problems of the International debt 
crisis, .and pol.itlcal and social upheaval in Central America, tf:lis area 
1 s frequently in the head! ines of the newspapers. The principal 
underlying . causes of the · confllct dre the political and economicai 
instability in the reg.ion. 

Geograph teal Ly, Central America comprises the followf.ng countries: 
Guatemala, El Salvador, Hondurds, Belize, Nica~agua, Costa Rica and 
Panama, w.ith ~lcaragua· the .largest (57, 14.3 square miles) and El Salvador 
the smallest ·(8,260 square miles). Guatemald· ls the most populous (7.7 
million) and Belize the least (160,000). 

The Central American conflict has been accentudted by the social 
and polltlcal ideology of the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. The 
attitude of the Government of Nicaragua clearly shows its pro-Cuban and 
pro-Soviet stdnce. Neighboring countries such dS Honduras and Costa 
Rica. f.eel thredtened by the Nicaraguan army and there have been a number 
of. clashes, which may well lead to an explosion in the region. 

Jhe "Contador;a" group,. formed . by representativ~s of Mexico, Panama, 
Col·ombia and Venezuela, has tried to find a viable solution to - the 
Central .American confllct. To this end, it has met a number ·of times 
with the governments of the five countries of the area ·(excluding 
Belize), looking for a way to reach an acceptable solution. In fact, it 
fs currently meeting and will continue to do so through the first part 
of November. Recently, the Contadora -Group has gained the support of 
other Lat.in .American countries, known as the "Lima .' Group," which 
includes Argentina, Brazil, Per~ ~nd Uruguay. 

. When· the Sandin f stas came to power by ·overthrowing the Somoza 
government in 1979, there were no more. than a dozen Jewish famllies left 
in the country; virtually all the others -- some 40 fam.llies -- had 
departed voluntarily to rebuild thelr lives elsewhere. Two members. of 
the · Jewish community were placed under arrest and accused of being sup­
porters of the Spmoza reg.line, · but were later freed. Today there remain 
only. three Jewish couples. i.n Nicaragua. 
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The one synagogue that exi.sts in the capital city of Managua is at 
present in the hands of the government and a hi.gh-ranking member of the 
Sandinista Party has officially said that his government is ready to 
refurbish and restore the synagogue and give it back to the Jewish 
community. In the absence of a Jewish communlty, ho.wever, the pc-oblem 
ls who will accept re~pons~·b.ll _lty for the building. · 

.. . ·. 

With regard to the Sandinista Government's relations with Israel, 
Israel's arms sales to the former Somoza regime have left a bitter 
legacy in Nicaragua, one which the -PLO ls continuously using for its 
anti -Zi on.ist dnd ant.i ·-Israel.i pur·poses. During .the revolution against 
the Somoza d.ictatorship• the PLO gav~ military support and training to 
the- Sandinistas and today they maintain an office in Managua with a 
large stdff, seeking to spread their influence to other countries in 
lati.n· ·America. 

El:·Salvador. is ·another country that has for many ' years suffered the 
attacks ~nd subversion-of strong goerrllla groups whose ~im has been the 
overthrow of the different governments, including the ·present reglme of 
Jose Napoleon Duarte, who was elected president through democratic 
elect.ions. 

Some other count.r Les in the area . are movlrig towards a democratic 
form of government. Gu·atemala, for example; · 1s expected to hold free 
·e lectlons in November, and is seeking to change from a · mil ltary -regime 
to a freely-elected government. Elec'tions ·will also -soon be held in 
Honduras and Costa Rica, the latter, of course, being~ long-standing 
model- of democracy in Latin America. 

The Jewish Conununities in the Area 

.Most of the Central American countries have smalt ·Jewish communi­
ties. In Guatemala,-there are approximately 1,500 Jews; tn ·EI · Salvador, 
from an earlier Jewlsh population of 300 only 100 remain; the Jewish 
community of Hondurds hds about 150 people; Nicaragua's orlginal 130 
Jewish members now number only seven; the Jewish community of Costa .. Rica 
totals 2,500 people; and Panama has the largest Jewish populatlo·n ·fo 
Central- America -- about 5,000. · 

More than twenty years ago, a Federation of Jewish . Communities of 
Central America and Panama, . known by its acronym FEOECO, ·was formed wlth 
the purpose of uniti.ng the dl fferent Jewi.sh communities, - improving their 
programs of educ at.ion and .yout~ groups, and perml tting an exchange of· 
information on developments i.n the respect.ive communities. From 
FEDECO ' s beginni.ng, the Amer.lean Jewi.sh Committee has collaborated 
closely and · AJC representatives have attended almost all of FEDECO's 
bl-annual meetings . 

Imbued with a deep sense of Jewish identity and: concern about . their 
future, especially about the younger generations, some of the.se communi.,. 
ties, with great effort, maintain J~wish ·schools, · synagogues·, rabbi-s , 
youth movements , Jewish sports cent~rs and a strong feeling of kinship 

--- ~ . 
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with the State of Israel, as well as very good relations with other 
Jewish communit.ies ln Latin America and in the United States. AJC 
during two decades hds been in permanent contact with these individual 
communities, trying to assist them through programming, distribution of 
materials and delegdtion vis.its. · 

It should be noted thdt both Costa Rica dnd El Salvador have moved 
their embassies from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, notw.ithstanding the threat 
of political and econom.ical pressures from the Arab world, dnd, with the 
exception of Nicaragua, all the countries of Central America enjoy close 
bi.lateral re.lationships with Israel. At the UN, for example, these 

. countries have demonstrated strong support for Israel. 

AL though the Jewi. sh communities in Central America are relatively 
small in size, th~y maintain a very active Jewish life and are con­
sidered by each of their governments to be an integral part of the 
fabric of their country, active i.n the economi.c, social and ~ultural 
spheres, and seeking to make a contribut.ion to the development of the 
region. At the same t.i.me, Uke their fe.Llow cit'i.zens, they are deeply 
troubled by the conflicts .in the area and the threats such instability 
pose for the future. 

October 1985 
9980- ( IRD-4) 
11/5/85 gn/sm 

* • • 



Translation of tele~ - - February 25, 1986 

For Mr. Steinberg 

Re: Mission to South America 

This is a first draft program, .with a tentative indication 0£1 the activities 

in each place, leaving the timing for when the project is more defined: 

Buenos Aires, May 15 to 19 

- Reception at the J..AJC 

- Meetings with DAlA and Vaad Hakehilot 

- Visits to Hebraica, Latin-Americ~n Rabbinic Seminary, and a school of the 
Vaad Hachinuch · · 

lsraeii and USA Embassys 

Meetings wit·h meu¢lers of Parliament, Ministry of Froeign Relations, 
and Buenos Aires municipality \ 

- Meeting with journalists 

Kabalat Shabat at the TEmplo Libertad 

- Public meeti~g in the auditorium of the Kehila 

· Montevideo, May 19 and _ 20 

Reception at the Comite Central lsraelita 

Press conference 

American .and Israeli .~mbassies 

- Meetings with autqorities of the Executive and Parliament 

- Visit to a Jewish school 

Sao Paulo, May 21 and 22 

- Reception at the Confedera~ao ls:raelita doBrasil 

Israeli and American. consulates 

- ·visit to the Hebraica and a j~wish schodl . 

- Meetings with members of Parliame~t and State and municipal authorities 

- Press conference 

Rio de Janeiro; May 23 to 25 

Reception at the Jewish federation of the State of Rio de Janeiro 

Press conference 

Meetings with State and municipal authorities 

- Visit to a cultural .institution 

~ Kabat Shabat at the Associa~a~ Religiosa Israel~ta 

Sund·ay May 25! return to the USA 

·I 

J 
! 
! 
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South America 

LATIN AMERICA 

~RIEFING . SESSIONS at Department of State 
Friday, May 16, 2:00 P.M . 

The complexity and va:riety of the problems that characterize the 
South America o'f the '70s and '80s ma~e it very <!Hficult to understand 
the components of their socio-poll ti cal structures as well as to 

/'"predict~ the .future. With 6,881,000 square miles and an estimated 
population of · 271,000,000, it encompasses ·11 republics. They are: 
Argentina, Brazil, Bolivia,' Columbia, Chile, Ecuador, Parag·uay, Peru, 
Sur~name, Uruguay, and Venezuela. 

There are organized Jewish co111T1unities in all 11 countries -- with 
a total· population of 417,900, out ·of 464,700 Jews in all of Latin 
America. The largest and oldest Jewish community is in Argentina 
(283,000) followed by Brazil with 100,000 Jews (American Jewish Year 
Book, 1985]. 

Despite the fact that there is a mixture of ethnic groups living in 
all these countries, including Indians, Blacks and Mestizos, · the 
major! ty of the immigrants come from European countries. Iberian 
culture has dominated this subcontinent. Also, 95% of the total . 
population belong to the Roman Catholic church. 

Contemporary Jewish inmigration to South America started at the end 
of the last century and was reinforced during World War I and World War· 
II. Jewish immigra~ts come from a wide range of European and Arab 
countries. As a distinct minority, Jews have often been seen as an 
estranged group. Wherever nationalistic and xenophobic trends appeared, 
Jews . have been .affected by discrimination and been used as scapegoats. 
This ~attern does not exist in ea~h couritry (e.g. Brazil), but is most 
pronounced in Argentina ; 

In the past few years, with the return of full democratic systems 
to Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay, Peru and Bolivia, the fact that Jewish 
politicians were appointed to ~igh positions in the governments under­
scores the general integration of Jews into the mainstream of society . 
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Problems which affect the South America'n countries in general 
manifest themselves on Jews· ~o, in the main, are part of the middle and 
lower classes. 

Despite the richness of these countries in n~tural resources, the 
economic and financial situations are all critical. The external debts 
~re asphyxiating, the rates of in fl at-ion a~e endemic, and there are 
extreme levels of unemployment which are without precedence . Black 
markets are threatening all economic programs. The national budgets for 
education and public heal th programs have been reduced to a bare 
minimum. 

Protectionism by. the traditional buyers of raw materials produced 
severe balance of payments. 

These economic factors are much more threatening to the stability 
of the older democracies of Venezuela and Columbia as well as the 
younger ones such as Argentina and Uruguay than the danger of new 
dictatorships or military coups. 

Terrorist oroups are still active in several countries (in fact, 
they consist of- small, sophisticated armies). Such is the case of the 
Maoist Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) in Peru and the M~19 in Colombia. 
Violence, crime, robbery, drug abuse, kidnapping for~som, etc. are 
all on the rise in a number of countries. 

For both political pragmatism and commercia~ needs, the relations 
between the South American countries and the Arab countries have 
increased enormously in the past. Brazil, for example, a leading arms 
producer, ls selling weapo~s to most of the. Arab countries. ' 

The PLO offices and Arab representatives in Brazil and Peru carry 
on anti-Israel and anti-Semitic propaganda. On the other hand, rela­
tions _ with Israel are developing normally th~ugh the · votes in inter­
national forums against Israel are abundant. 

The Jewish communities are staunchly Zionist and regularly lobby in 
favor of Israel. Jewish relations with ·the Catholic church since Vatican 
Council II have· improved significantly, ~s exemplified by the Cathollc­
Jewish conference, sponsored by AJC and the tonferencia Nacional de 
Obispos del. Brasil, in San Paolo in November 1985. Among other signifi­
cant results, the conference passed a resolution denouncing the inf arnous 
1975 "Zionism ls racism" formulation . 

1. 

SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

·several plans were submitted to the Administration advising ways to 
solve the financial problems of Latin American countries, including 
the Kissinger Commission ~d the Inter·-Amerlcan Dialogue headed by 
Sol M. linowitz and Galo Plaza. A thir.d came from the Adminis-. 
tratio~ itself, known as the Baker Plan which proposed aid in the 
amount of $GO billion for. the 11 countries most in debt. How did 

·. 
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the countries involved react to .this initiative and is any progress 
being made? 

Is there any possibility of having the Organization of American 
States act as mediator to resolve the problems of the region in 
order to avoid diverse groups from trying to evade the specific 
role of the highest Latin American forum? 

What .are the expectations for change in the two remaining military · 
dictato~ships, Chile and Paraguay? · 

4. What ls the Reagan Administration doing to cooperate wlth the 
governments of C.ol umbia and Peru to combat terrorist groups which 
affect them? 

5. Is tt"\ere any prospect of renewing dialogue/negotiations with 
Castro's Cuba? 

Central America 

For the last several years, Central America ·has been a very special 
focus of attention. With the .problems of the international debt crisis, 
and poll ti cal and social upheaval in C.entral America, this area is 
frequently iri the headlines of the newspapers. The principal underlying 
causes of. the conflict are ttie political and economic instability in. the 
region. 

Geographically, Cen~ral America comprises the following countries: 
Guatemala, El Sal~ador, Honduras, Belize, Nicaragua, _Costa Ric~ and 
Panama, with Nicaragua the largest (57, 143 square miles.) and El Salvador 
the smallest (8,260 square miles). Guatemala is the most populous (7.7 
million) and Belize the least · (160,000). · 

The Central American conflict has been accentuated by the social 
· and political ideology of the Sandinista regime in Nicaragua. The 
attitude of the Government of Nicaragua is decidedly pro-Cuban and 
pro-Soviet. Neighboring countries such as Honduras and Costa Rica feel 
threatened by the Nicaraguan army· and there have been a number of 
cl~shes, which inay well lead to an. explosion in the region. 

· The "Contadora" group, formed by representatives of Mexico, Panama, 
Colombia and Venezuela, has tried to find . a viable solution to the 
Central American conflict. To this end, it has met a number of times 
with the governments of the five countries of the area {excluding 
Belize). Recently, the Contadora Group has gained the support of other 
Latin American countries, known as the "Lima Group," which includes 
Argentina, Brazil, Peru and Uruguay. · 

When the SancHnistas ca!Oe to power by overthrowing the Soinoza 
government in 1979, there were no more than a dozen Jewish families left 
in the country; virtually all the others -- some 40 families -- had 
departed voluntarily to build lives elsewhere. Two m~bers of the 
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Jewish community were placed under arrest and accused of being sup­
porters of the Somoza regime, but were iater freed. Today only three 
Jewish couples remain in Nicaragua. 

With regard to the Sandinista Government's relations with Israel, 
Israel's arms sales to the former Somoza regime have left a bitter 
legacy in Nicaragua, one which the PLO i~ continuously using for its 
anti-Zionist and anti-Israeli purposes. During the revolution against 
the Somoza dictatorshlp, the PLO gave military support and training to 
the Sandinistas a~d today they maintain an office in Managua with a 
large staff, seeking to spread their influence to other countries in 
Latin America. 

. El Salvador is another country that has ·for many years suffered the 
attacks and subversion of strong guerrilla groups whose aim has .been the 
overthrow ·of the different governments, including the present regime of 
Jose Napoleon Duarte, who was elected president through democratic 
elections. 

Some other countries in the area · have moved towards a democratic 
form of government. Guatemala, for example, held f~ee elections in 
November. Elect.ions were also held ' in Honduras and Costa Rica, the 

. latter, of .course, being a long-standing model of democracy in Latin 
America. 

Most of the 'Central American countries .have small Jewish communi­
ties. In Guatemala, there are approximately 1,500 Jews; in El Salvador ," 
from an earlier Jewish population of 300 only 100 remain; the Jewish 
~ommunity of Honduras has about 150 people; Nicaragua's original 130 
Jewish members now number only seven; the Jewish community .of Costa Rica 
tot~ls 2, 500 people; and Panama has the largest Jewish population in 
Central America about 5,000. 

Mexico 

One of the · key countries in · Latin America, Mexico is facing 
part;icula.r chali:enges that will have substantial implications for the 
.Western ..,emisphere. With an external debt of $98 billl.on, a loss of 
revenue from falling Oil prJces, a burgeonin9 p~pulation, and the . 
devastation wreaked by last year''s earthquake, the country suffers from 
profound economic uncertain! ty. At the U.S. doorstep; the future 
stability and well-being of Mexico is a profound importance to 
Americans. At the same time, Mexico, as a member of the four-nation 
Contadora Group,. ls actively involved in the search for a negotiated 
settlement to the troubled Central American region, an area which, 
beginning with Guatemala, extends from its sourthern border. 

* * * * * 

·-:. . 
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SUGGESTED TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. ·What realistic prospects exist for a negotiated. re~Jional · settlement 
. to the problems arising from t!)e Sandinista regime in Nicaragua? 

How does the U.S. vi~w the utility of the Contadora process? Is 
there a ·possibility of U.S. military action against Nicaragua? 

2. What is the future of democratic rule in' El Salvador, Guatemala and 
Honduras?· How serious are the domestic and external threats to the 
stability of the curr~nt freely-elected regimes? 

3.. What role is the U. S. playing in addressing the current Mexican 
. economic crisis? . What more should the .u.s. be. doing?. 

· 4. To what degree should the issue of Nicaraguan anti-Semitism be a 
factor in the U.S. policy debate on appropriate responses to the 
Sandinista regime? 

jK/BJB 
9211-A. M. 
4/22/86-gn 
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BRIEFING S.ESSI.ON AT STATE DEPARTMENT 

LATIN AMERICA 

FRIDAY, MAY 16, 1986 

* U.S. concern about events taking place in Latin 

America and about the future of democracy in this 

vital region has grown considerably in the last 

few years as Latin America has undergone rapid 

political change and taken important steps towards 

freely-elected governments. Political and economic 

challenges face the continent and will have implications 

not just for the countries involved but for the U.S. 

and the West generally. 

* AJC's involvement in Latin American programs started 

45 years ago. We understood then and continue to 

strongly believe that the well-being of the Latin 

American Jewish connnunities is deeply linked with 

political pluralism and democracy. 

* For this session, we are extremely fortunate to have 

with us the Honorable Elliott Abrams, Assistant 

Secretary of State for Inter-American Affairs and 

former Assistant Secretary of State for Human Rights 

and Humanitarian Affairs. He will brief us on this 

subject which concerns us as Americans and Jews . 

What is most important is the fact that Mr. Abrams 

knows the AJC very well and its commitment to 

democracy and human rights. 
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* A few months ago, when he addressed the Americas 

$ociety in New York, Mr. Abrams said: "It is clear 

that we who live in this hemisphere face a series 

of problems affecting directly or indirectly, all 

of us: economic disarray and large debt burdens; 

the increasingly powerful and lethal alliance of 

terrorists and narcotics smugglers; the vestiges 

of right- wing authoritarianism; · and communist 

subversion supported by the Soviet Union, Cuba 

and Nicaragua." 

* Many other key topics are also implicit in these 

remarks, such as: the prospects for peace in 

Central America; bilateral relations with our 

closest neighbor Mexico, and in general, methods 

for working together with Latin American countries 

and seek to avoid the tension that can exist 

between sovereignty and interdependence. 

* We look forward to Mr. Abrams' insight into these 

timely, complex and significant issues, and shall 

entertain questions after he concludes his initial 

remarks. 

5/8/86 
JK/BJB 
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((\l NEWS FROM THE 
nTh.~mori<anJowO> ~Committee 

Institute of Human Relations 
165 Easr 56 Street 

'Loomm1tt88 New Yori< . New Yori< 10022 
212 751 -4000 

Morton Yarmon 
Director of Pubfic Relations 

The A.JC protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the world over; combats bigotry and pro­
motes human rights for all people; defends pluralism and enha nces the creative v rtality of 
the Jewish people: and contributes to the formulation of American public policy from a com. 
bint?d .iewish a nd American perspective. FOunded in 1906, it is the pioneer human·ri!lations 
agencv in the U.S. · 

81ST ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL MEETING 
MAY 14-17, 1987 
GRAND HYATT HOTEL 
109 EAST 4Z STREET 
NEW YORK, NY 10017 
(212) 883-1234 

PRESS ROOMS: BROADHURST & BELASCO ROOMS 
(CONFERENCE LEVEL - Z LEVELS ABOVE LOBBY) 

CONTACT: Press- Joyce Kaplan 
Janice Hyman 

Broadc~sting - Halna Just 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 8 A.H. 
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 1987 

NE~ YORK, May 14 . • • A group of experts on the Jewish c011111uniti~s in Central 

and South America today expressed guarded optimism regarding their Jewish 

continuity. 

Speaking at the 81st Annual Meeting of the American Jewish Committee at the 

Grand Hyatt Hotel, Jacobo Kovadloff, AJC Director for South American Affairs and 

Spanish Media, said that "the Jewish communities in Latin America are integrated 

into the general communities. In general, with the exception of Nicaragua, the 

relations with Israel are cordial and normal." 

Nevertheless , Mr. Kovadloff added, despite the atmosphere of freedom and 

pluralism that characterizes the rebirth of dem9cracies in most Latin American 

countries, se~eral problems cause anxiety and fear . 

"Terrorist and narcotics groups," he said, "are growing in Peru , Colombia 

and Ce.ntral America . The painful ecor:iomic and financial · conditions in all these 

countries are producing unemployment, turmoil and violence . " 

Moreover, Mr. Kovadloff said, the tremendous external debt and the currency 

crisis have not found any solutions. A~ ~ result, Latin American countries 
looking for new markets have es.tablished strong links with Arab countries and 

the Soviet Union. 

"The PLO has increa~ed its presence with anti-Semitic propaganda and 

support to extremist movements," Mr. Kovadloff stated, while noting that Mikhail 

Go-rbachev will visit Latin America this year. 

Sergio Nudelstejer, Director of the AJC Office for Mexico and Central 

America, credited the government of President Miguel de la Madrid with seeking 

to preserve and strengthen the democrat.ic institutions of the country .. 

/more/ 

Theodore Ellenoff, President; Leo Novas. Cllair, Board of Governors; Robert S. Jacobs. Chair, National Executive Council; Edward E. Elson. Cllair, Board of Trustees. 

David M. Gordis, beeutive Vice-President 

Washingto~ Office. 2027 MBS$3Chusetts Ave .. N.W .. Washington DC 20036 •Europe hq.: 4 rue de la Bienfaisanee, 7SG08 Paris. France• Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St.. Jeruulem 95149, Israel 

South America hq. ltemporary office!: 165 E. 56 SI. New Yori<. NY 10022·2745- Mexico-Central America hq.: Av, Ejercito Nat ional 533f.302-303. Mexrco 5, O.F. 
CSAE1707 
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"One of the problems that Mexico views with special worry," Hr. Nudelstejer 

said, "is the situation of almost four million illegal workers at present in the 

United States. If they do not quali fy for the amnesty of the Simpson-Rodino 

Law, they might be returned to Mexico, and this will make even more difficult 

the unemployment situation of the country." 

Regarding Central America, Mr. Nudelstejer mentioned the importance of 

Panama and Cuatemala, which, he said, now have democratic governments and fully 

integrated Jewish communities with active Jewish institutions . lt.Jch the sane, 

he added, can be said about the Jewish corrrnunities of Colombia and Venezuela. 

Rabbi Clifford M. Kulwin, Latin America Director of the World Union for 

Progressive Judaism, told the audience that while occasional anti-Semitism in 

certain parts of Latin America shou~d not be minimized, "in the long run, 

internal weaknesses will be much more decisive to the community's health." 

Among those weaknesses, he said were: the small size ·and the youth of the 

community; the arrival attitudes of new immigrants; the status of a minority 

religious/ethnic community in a monolithic society; and the geographic isolation 

from the rest of the Jewish world . 

"The support of institutions that meld Jewish life with civil life are the 

key to a healthy Jewish future in South America," Rabbi Kulwin added. "Indeed, 

much of what is thought of as Jewish problems in South America are really 

problems facing all South Americans." 

To overcome such challenges, he said, is the work in which the Jewish 

community must engage, and he was confident it would do so. 

Bernardo Weitzner, former president of Comite Central-Israelita of Mexico, 

was equally positive in his assessment of the situation of the Jewish community 

there: 

"There ls absolute and total religious liberty in t he country. The 

synagogues and other places of worship are fully recognized by the Mexican 

government. Jewish-Christian relations are friendly and Cardinal Ernest 

Corrupio Ahumada , Archbishop of Mexico, has visited Israel twice." 

In fact, he added, the relations between Mexico and Israel have always been 

cordial, and there is a Mexican Embassy in Tel Aviv and an Israeli Embassy in 

Mexico City. 

"Commercial interchanges between both countries have been favorable to 
Mexico," he said. "Both countries have signed convnercial, scientific, cultural 
and technological agreements." 

He added that Israel maintains a variety of instruction and study centers 
in agriculture to which Mexican experts and technicians come every year. 

Inside Mexico, the Jewish community, numbering 50,000, is an important 
factor in the development and progress of the country , Hr. Weitzner said. 

The session was chaired by Michael A. Bander, of Miami, who is expected to 
assume the chairmanship of the Committee's Miami Chapter shortly. lhe Latin 
American session was sponsored by the AJC's International Relations Department, 
whose chairman is Hiles Jaffe of Detroit, and whose director is Rabbi Hare H. 
Tanenbaum. 

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations 
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and 
religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 
human relations for all people everywhere. 

AJRZ, HP 

6842-(AM)/EL 

87-960-94 
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TRANSLATION FROM SPANISH ORIGINAL 

Buenos Aires, Hay 26, 1998 

-. 
To& 

.· ' Spanish Media Director . I . 

Human Relations Institute A.J.C. 

Mr. Jacobo Kovadloff 

16S East S6 Street 

New Yo.f"k NY 10022 

Dea.r Sir, 

it gives us great pleasure to get in touch with you in 

connection with the Fifth International Congress of Researchers 

on Latin American Judaism to be held in Buenos Aires August 

14-19, 1988. 

The Congress is cosponsored by the Buenos Aires Jewish 

Committee <AMIA) and the Latin American Jewish Studies 

Association <LAJSA>. It i~ being held under the academic 

auspices also of the University of Buenos Aires <Resolution No. 

2142/88> . 

For the first time Buenos Aires will be the venue of this 

important academic event, which will maKe possible the meeting 

of outstanding world scholars dedicated to the study of Latin 

American Judaism from various perspectives: historical, 

demographic, pedagogical, anthropological, sociological, 

economic, among others. 
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At thl~ meeting research works presented by partic i pants in 

the Congress will be expounded, discussed and analyzed. It is 

also planned to explor• several themes through panels of 

specialists on Latin American subjects or with reference to the · 

Jewish theme. 

In recognition of your con.stan·t support and cooopera ti on 

with re$earch projects in general and your unfailing 

encouragement and contribution · to the Marc Turkow Center for 

Documentation and Information on Argentine Judaism in 

particular, as shown repeatedly through your work in the 

Argentine Jewish community, and in your post on the American 

Jewish Committee, it gives us great pleasure to invite you to 

participate, and to prepare a paper for the panel: uThe present 

status and outlook of research on Latin American Judaism." 

The coordinator and commentator for this pane 1_ w i 11 be Mr. 

Bernardo Blejmar, who will be in contact with you shortly to 

agree on general outlines, content, objectives and method of 

operation. 

The following have been invited to take part in this panel: 

Prof. Haim Avni. 

Dr. Daniel Elazar 

Dr. Judith Laikin Elkin 

Or. Oscar Shuberoff 



Mrs. Ana Weinstein. 

Trusting you will find the above satisfactory, we enclose 

some written information, and we are ready to answer any 

questions you may have. 
r • 

·I . 

With our cordial greetings, 
I 

Ana Weinstein 

Director of the Marc Turkow Center 

Bernardo Blejmar 

Institutional Adviser 

Dr. Alberto Cukier 

General Secretary 

Dr. Hugo Osrower 

President. 

Marc Turkow Center for Documentation and Information on 

Argentine Judaism 

AMIA 

Ayacucho 632, 3rd floor 

1026 Buenos Aires 
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Al Director para Medias en Espanol 
Instituto de Relaciones Humanas 
A.J.C. 
Sr. Jacobo Kovadloff 
165 E. 56 St. 
N.Y. 10027 
U.S.A. 

De nuestra mayor consideracion: 

UNIVERSIDAD DE BUENOS AIRES 
A U 5 P I C I 0 A C A 0 E M l.C 9 

Buenos Aires, 14 al 19 de agosto de 1988 

fJUN 1 IM 
Buenos Aires, 26 de Mayo de 1988 

Nos ·es muy grato comunicarnos con Ud. en relaci6n 
al V Congreso Internacional de lnvesttgadores sobre ~uda!smo Latinoamer.icano, a 
desarrollarse en Buenos Aires. del 14 al 19 de Agosto de 1988. 

El mis~o esta copatrccinado por la Comunidad Jud!a 
de Buenos Aires (AMIA) y el Latin American Jewish Studies Association (LAJSA). 
Asimismo cuenta con el ~uspicio academico <l~ la Universidad de Buenos Aires (Re­
solucion N° 2142i88). 

Por primera vez, Buenos Aires sera escenar.io de 
este importance acontecimiento academico, que posibilitara el encuentro de desta­
cados investigadores del mundo, dedicados al estudio del judaismo latinoamericano 
desde distintas perspectivas: historica, demografica, pedagogica, antropologica .• 
sociologica, economica entre otras. . 

En esta oportunidad, se expondran, discutiran y 
analizaran trabajos de investigacion presentados por los congresistas. Se ha pre­
visto tambien el desarrollo de algunos temas a tr.aves de la conformacion de pa-

. ~eles con espe.cialistas en tematica latinoamericana ·o en lo concerniente a la 
tematica j ud!a. 

En reconocimiento a vuestro permanente apoyo y 
colaboracion a proyectos de . investigacion en general y al continuo estimulo y 
aporte al ncentro de Documentacion e Informacion sabre Judaismo Argentina 
Marc Turkow", en particular, manifiesto reiteradamente a tr.aves de su trabajo 
en la comunidad judia argentina y desde su cargo en el Comite Judio Americana, 
es que tenemos sumo agrado de invitar a Ud. a participar, preparando una ponen­
cia para el panel: "Estado actual y perspectivas de la investigacion sabre 
judaismo latinoamericano". 

I Cl::NTRO DE DOCUMENTACION E INFORMACION 
SOBRE JUDAISMO ARGENTINO .MARC TURKOW I AMIA 
AYACUCHO 632, 3• PISO I ( 1026) BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA 
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LAJSA· 
LATIN AMERICAN JEWISH 
STUDIES ASSOCIATION 

* AJIJA 
COMUNIDAD JUOIA 

· DE BUENOS AIRES 

UNIVERSIDAD DE.BUENOS AIRES 
A U SPIC I O ACAOEMl .CO 

Buenos Aires, 14 al 19 de agosto de 1988 

El coqr'dinador-comentarista de este Panel sera el 
Licenciado Bernardo Blejmar, quien se contactara con Ud. a la brevedad para acor­
dar lineamientos generales, cont'enidos, objetivos y dinamica d~ funcionamiento. 

Prof. Haim Avni 
Dr. Daniel Elazar 
Dra. Judith La~kin Elkin 
Dr. Oscar Shuberoff 
Lie. Ana Weins tein 

Han sido invitados a participar en este Panel: 

A la espera de su conformidad con lo expuesto y 
adjuntandole materiales · informativos, quedamos a su disposicion . para cualquier 
consul ta. 

Lie. Ana Weiqstein 
Directora Centro Marc Turkow 
·- -·--·-·-··--.. --·- ·--··- -- ·- - -·-

Saludamos a Ud. muy cordialmente 

.. Asesor 

::7:.E:;J;? -~ 
Presidente 

I CENTRO DE DOCUMENTACION E INFORMACION 
SOBRE JUDAISMO ARGENTINO MARC TURl<DW I AMIA 
AYACUCHO 632, 3' PISO I ( 1026) BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA 



Translation of a Letter from AMIA (Jewish Community of Buenos Aires~,addressed 

tq Jacobo Kovadloff, dated Buenos Aires, October 1, 1987 

=~==============================================================z=============== 

Dear Friend : 
.· ' 

First of all, we should like to telf 'you that it was most gratifying for 

us to have you in our midst, together with the other members of the American 

Jewish Committee. Encounters of this kind enable us to strengthen the ties 

between co11111Unities separated by distance, but not by their outlook. 

The urgency of your return to New York made it impossible for you to find 

out more and to comment on current plans and organization of the International 

Research Congress on Latin American Jewry, organized jointly with LAJSA. 

Needless to say, your opinion and the commitment of your organization 

cannot be absent from this important academic and communal event. That is why 

we are wondering whether you would consider the possibility of .coming to Buenos 

Aires in the near future, so that the support to be given by the AJC , through 

you, can materialize. · 

As was the case with the Marc ·Turkow Center, we are certain that this time 

both our institutions will be united in support of a colTVllon goal. 

With every good wish for a happy New Year, and hoping to see you in Buenos 

Aires before long, 

Dr. Alberto Cukier 
Secretary General 

Sincerely , 

Dr. Hugo Ostrower 
President 
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COMUNIOAO JUDIA DE BUENOS AJRES 
0"1'N Ol)NIJ' l ;'1)01i' - IW'l'.'lt Ol:O)ll:I )l!l 01)';'1i' 

Sr. 
Jacobo Kovadloff 
Director para medios en espaiiol" 
lostituto de Relaciones Humanas 
American Jewish Committee 
165, East Street, N.Y. 10022 
U.S.A. 

De nuestra coneideraci6n: 

Buenos Aires, 1° de octubre de 1987 

OCT 2 81987 

Deseamos antes que nada hacerle llegar nueetras expresiones 

de satisfaccion por haberlo podido recibir en nuestra caaa, junto con los demia miem­

bros del American jewish Committee, Encuentros como estos nos permiten fortificar loe 

v!nculos entre comunidadee alejadas por la dietancia, pero no por los sentimientos . 

La urgencia de au retorno a Nev York, impidio que Ud. pu­

diera conocer mis de cerca y dar su opini6n sobre loe preparativos y la organizacion 

del Congreso Internacional de Investigadores sobre Juda!smo Latinoamericano, que en 

conjunto con LAJSA estamos organizando. 

Entendemos que su opinion y ~l compromiso de su instituci6n 

no pueden estar ausentes de este importance acontecimiento academico y comunitario. 

Es por eao que le hacemos llegar nuestro pedido de considerar la posibilidad de venir 

a Buenos Aires en fecha proxima para poder concretar el apoyo que el A.J.C., a traves 

suyo, brindara al Congreso. 

Tal como sucede con el Centro Hare Turkow, estamos seguros que tambien esta vez podran 

nuestras instituciones unir sus esfuerzos en apoyo de un objetivo comun. 

Le hacemos llegar nuestros mejores augurios de un Feliz 

Aiio Nuevo y nuestro deseo de verlo en Buenos Aires proximamente. 

Cordialmente, 

;;?-40 
• Alberto Cukier 

Secretario General 

~~~~ 
CT 

Dr. Hugo Ostrower 

Presidente 

PASl(Uk 633 · Ill. 4/.9\f.C..W · (lo-ld) CAPllAL f[(l(RAI. - ARGENllM 
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APART ADO 3 3 9 8 

PANAMA 4, REP. OE PANAMA 

. MEMORANDUM NQ 4-88 

Subject: Aspects of the Situation of Panama 

Date: June 15, 1988 

\ 

1. ·Result·· of th·e conversations 

Before ~f traveling to Moscow, Secretary of State George Schultz announced 
that the conversations between the Reagan's representative and General Noriega 
had brokendown, since they did not achieve an agreement. Noriega also spoke 
before the Legislative Chamber, on. ·May 25,- during an extraordinary mee~ing 
broadcasted on national TV. Noriega · said that the failure of the conversations 
was owing to Panama "does not accept American impositions". He said that 
Panama persists in enduring and supporting. its economy as best as possible. 

We recognize that Noriega is doing the best to avoid incidents that 
justify military operations on the side of the United States, whose troops 
remain in the Canal area. Because of the control of the Panamanian Government, 
there were no disturbs in the streets for the last two months. 

Many people are thinking in the elections of 1989, as a possibility of 
change in the political situation. Several political parties are. preparing 
and mentioning candidates for the main positions. Noriega could be a ·candidate 
for the Presidency of the Republic. ·Likewise, his brother-in-law, Rau.I 
Sieiro , is mentioned as the future Chief Commander of the Panamanian Defense 
Forces . 

2. Panamanian Military C01.~nci .l is formed 

The creation of a special Military Council within the Panama Defense 
Forces has strengthened the regime of General Manuel Antonio Noriega and his 
State Staff. Both Panamanian Government and opposition sources make responsible 
this Council for the breakdown of negotiations between Noriega and the White 
House.· 
• . 
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Tile Military Council is a 20-member body formed by majors and captains. 

which is officially charged with advising Noriega, since he has been 

mistrustful of his military Staff, whose members were b~en involved in the 

coup attempt of Ma.rch 16. According to an analyst, Noriega prefers to deal 

and formulate planning with his young captains and liutenants, all of which 

means that his State Staff is now ornamental. "The Panamanian Defense Forces 

is run through the Council", said this source. 

According to an American source: Gener.al Noriega has tripled his personal 

security force to about 75 members, bringing Cuban~. and other non-Panamanians 

to make up the bulk of the unit. The strengthening of the security force 

has coincided with a "growing influence of Cubans . around headquarters" of the 

Panama Defense Forces, said the Washington Post of Sunday, May 29, 1988. 

Since the United States stopped the military cooperation with the Defense 

forces, Noriega has turned increasingly to Cuba, asking for advise and at least 

16 tons of Soviet-desingned weapons . He also has organized the "Nationalist 

Brigad.e11
, a group of 1,800 individuals from popular sectors. Th.is Brigade has 

appeared in training and TV interviews; they do not deny the Marxist influence 

among them. 

3. An economy without pr~cedents 

After the reopened of banks, commerce, industry and all pr9ductive 

activities are trying to come back to normality. There is a drastic falldown 

of prices in non-eatable products and a gradually increasing of sales. 

The checks issued by the Government have continued circulating as 

internal currency in the country (see our Memorandum N2 3, of May, 1988) . 

Thanks to this measure, governmental employees and pensioners have survived, 

thanks to the cooperation of small merchants, principally, stores and markets 

whose propietaries are members of the Jewish Community. 
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111 thi s way, agaist all the rules of modern economics, the country 

has survived without banks almost during three months, without great· 

earnings of dollars and avoiding the change of ·currency. 

4. Economical sanctions involved the .Americans themselves 

The economical sanctions are involving' the Americans who live or have 

to deal any way with Panama, and . this .·situation is worsening. An U.S. 

official said about the above: . 11 We have set ·th.e machinery in motion, and 

there's no way to pull ourselves cut". 

Since the s·anctions were imposed two months ago, 50 pages of detailed 

regulations on complying with them are being sen~ to American companies in 

Panama, to make taxes and other payments to an U.S. account set up on behalf 

of deposed President Eric Arturo Delvalle, whom .Washington recognizes as 

Panama's legitimate head of the State. However, many American companies 

are openly avoiding the sanctions, ·which they oppose. 

; On the other hand, about 60,000 Americans are living in Panama, of which 

there are 20,000 connected to the U.S. miHtary forces. The South Command 

frequently report the feasibility of moving for the American inhabitants, 

according to the local situation (P.M.L.). It is known that the South Command 

is concerned about the future satety of nearly 2,000 military families who 

live out of the basis in and .around Panama. city. They want to move them in 

tile basis , blitt there is not enough housing to accommodate them. 

Ironically , Noriega himself is favored in a bus"iness of exporting mel Ions 

to the United States, of which he is the largest owner; :.however, he has not 

been touched by the sanctions. Spokesmen of the State Department stated 

that a direct intervention in Noriega's businesses could be possible, among 

the future measures to be adopted for pre·ssuring Noriega' s ouster . 
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111 trutll, tile economical sanctions have not affected Norfega; instead 

of this, they have strengthened him on the power, while they continue affecting 

the Panamanians. Because of this, a gradual increase of anti-American feelings 

could be expected in the Panamanian pepple. 

With the breakdown of the conversations and the Panamanian opposition 

showing a few signals of life, the United States appears confuse in taking 

the next step of this saga . 

5. Reopening of schools 

In June 6, the period of classes began in all the country. This could 

bring new incidents, since the students of the public schools could provoke 

disturbs, pnincipally , because of the lack of resources in these schoo ls. 

As· .wel l as other schools of the private sector, · the two Hebrew schools 

of the Jewish community initiated enthusiastically the period of classes.· 

Despite of the economical st.tuation, the parents feel a great satisfaction 

for the opening of schoo ls. 

6. Worseni ng of pove~ty 

The situation of popular sectors is worsening because of the increase of 

unemployment and reducti~n of salaries, which is affecting thousands of 

laborers, principally in the construction industry. The Government is 

trying to impose new protectionist labor ru.les, buth although this measure 

could gain symphatizers for the Government, also could bring many firms to 

bankruptcy, increasing the unemployment. 

The Director of CARITAS Arquidiocesana (a Cathowic Church organization) 

stated that they are actually giving foods to 32,000 families from very poor 

sectors; hoewver, they are fear of can not supporting these families for a 

·long time, and, whi~h is worst, the number of poors is growing. 
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7. A P.L.O. activity 

In May 18, the Popular Revolutionary Youth, a branch of the Party of 

the People · (Communist party), called ~o a meeting in the House of the 

Journalist, in order to ''remembering May 15 as a new anniversary of foundation 

of the Palestine Liberation drganizatio~ (P.L.O.)~. 

By µsing the phone, they achieved an attendance of approximately a 

hundred people, the majority of which were governmental emp1oyees. We obtained 

a copy of a Communiqu~e distributed by the organizers among the participants, 

from which we concluded the following: 

1) The 'wor~s used in the Communiqu~e are typical for the Communi.st-Nationalist 

group of Panama (Party of the People). 

2) We can observe slogans internationally used by the FEARAB (Federation 

of Arab Organizations of Latin America). 

3) Although the ignorance of the' problem is evident, the Communiqu~e asks to 

the Panamanian Government "to .establi.sh diplomatic relations with the 

P.L.0. 11
• 

The Emb~ssy of Israel in Panama was acquainted of this activity. 

8. The Jewish Community· 

The B1naI B1 rith of Panama recently organized an interestin.g activity 

for the community, with the participation of speachers from the three 

synagogues. This meeting has been of a great importance for the rejoining 

of the three groups, which hav:e been dissociated because of internal community 

quarrels, four years ago. 

Th~ majority of the Jewish families who had traveled to abroad are 

coming back, principally because of ·the reopening of the schools. 



APARTAOO 3 3 9 8 

PANIAMA 4, REP. uE PANAMA 

MEMORANDUM 2-88 

Subject: · An Impasse in the Situation of Panama 

Date: April 20, 198a 

Six weeks ~fter the partial closing. of banks, under the United States' 
economical pressure against Panama. there is an impasse, while General 
Manuel Antonio Noriega remain$ as the "strong man 11 an.d the economy of the 
country is more and more deter1orated. In order to give you my. impartial 
opinion of the circumstances we are living in Panama, I have tried to evaluate 
and condense the principal aspects of this situation. 

1. Noriega's character and thoughts 
' In a recent interview bnoadcasted by RPC TV Canal 4, General Noriega· 

described himself as "an educated man, Budist, very pacient and without fear 
of the United St~tes''. He said that he will continue in the power even if he 
would have to bring Panama . in. a Socialist cmmtry with !\a free economy like 
the Hong Kong's, wher~ a variety of currency exists". 

In fact, several spokesmen of the Government have stated that a .national 
currency could l;>e ad9pted (US dollar is the fr~e currency in Panama, even if 
it is named "Balboa"). However, this might be crucial for the economy, which 
has been basically developed on trading and services/ 

2. A weak Opposition 

The Civil Cruzade appears to be the ma~n opposition group. Basically, 
their main purpose is to. achieve General Noriega's ouster and the disengagement 
of politics of the P~namanian Defense Forces, in·-0rder to bring the country 
to a more democratic system. Ho~ever, since this movement originated in the 
private enterprise, it has not gained symphatizers among the masses nor. among 
important ptofessional groups of middle class ~hich could go against the 

. . 
Government. Conse~uently, the actions execu~ed by the Civit··cruzade have not 
been as efective as an opposition .movement. 
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On the other hand, lacking of a leader and purposes, the members of 
the Cruzade have promoted antagonism among several socia l-economical groups. 

3. Economical pressures against Panama 

At the end of February, three senators of the United States declared 
that it was time to impose mild economi~ sanctions against Panama, in order 
to obtain the ouster of General :Norlega;; and to permit the country "to solve 
by p~c.~ f ic means their political crisis". Nevertheless, they announced that 
the measures could require a great sacrifice from the ''innocent people of 
Panama". 

As it is known, .at t he beginning of February, two federal great juries 
qf Florida indicted Noriega of a large-scale drug trafficking and racketeer­
ing ~harges and, as a result of this, Reagan's administration has insistently 
asked to him resign ~ the power. 

On March 1st., President Reagan accepted the report submitted by the 
State Department, ratifying the embargo against Panama. Shortly af.ter, the 
United States retained the remittance of American dollars required to support 
the cash flow of the National Bank of Panama, which operates as a guarantee 
for the private banks in the country. Consequently, in March 4, the banks 
closed its public serv ices, jeopardizing the economic activities by the lack 
of currency and the interruption of importing, exporting and services, 
including the payment of local debts. 

Coincidenta lly, the closing of banks ocurred at the same time as the 
lockout approved by the National Council of the Private Enterprise, in support 
of the Civil Cruzade. Approximately 90% of businesses joined this action for 
fifteen days ; however, it .was unsuccessful and did not change the situation, 
as it was expected by Americans and Panamanian opposition. 

Among the principal causes of the failure was the fact that the employees 
of the Government went to .work uninterruptedly; public services of transport­
ation also worked and any intention of public meeting was controlled by the 
Government, who also decreed the suspension of payments to public services 
such a~ energy, telephone ~nd water; as well as evictions for delay of rental 
payments . Because of these measures, people have had more available money to 
buy foods in opened markets and groceries stores. 
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'I.Consequences of the economic measures 

The economic mea?yres imposed by the United States against.~Panama have 
been a "boomerang'', whi ch is viciously striking at the initiators of t~is 
affaire. It is n9t secret· that the American senators were influenced by 
Panamanians who did not realiied that the idea get ' out from their hands. 
Consequently, these meqsures d~d !)Ot·:cause the ouster of General Noriega, ·. ' . . . 

instead, it cause the followingeff~ct.ts: on · t~~ Panamanians as a whole: 
· · . ' · ·· r r.. •·· r 1 : • · • · • ; , ' • a) Approximately, a 40% of industries ~re cl9sing because of · ~ · lack of · 

sales, cash and raw materials. 

b) A great numb~r of businesses have had to fire employees because of 
1 iqu!d-~ ty·; . ··6t~ers' liave reduced t .he we·ei<~y · uffie 'of wad<' and salaries' 
and other more have become to bankruptcy. 

J ) v I I 

c) The unemployment. is rapidly growing, princ.ipally in the construction 
industry, w~ich is stopped totally. There ~s hunger ~ in the popular 
sectors for this reason. 

d) Both local and imported, necessities s~ch as milk powder and detergents 
have become scarced. Government .spokesm~n suggested that food manufact­
urers and little industries could continue operating with reduced 
budgets to supply national needs. 

e) The fled of educated people may oe observed, prtncipally, young 
professionals and ~nvestors are leaving ~he co~ntry. 

5. America_n troops in P~_nama 

In April 4, 1,300 American soldiers arrived in Panama land, in order . . 
··ito defen-a··estra.tegic points of the Canal" against a possibie· sabotage". as . . . 
a spokesman of the Defense De~artment stated. Noriega amplify his anti-
American campaign, while members of the opposition believed that, undoubtely, 
the American troops were ·ready to overthrow the dictator. 

However, the troops remain quartered in th~ Canal area and there was 
not incidents among Panamanians and Americans, soldiers or citizens. Sporadic 
incidents have placed among the American troops, that the Panamanian Govern­
ment stated· as "provocations" from . the part of the Americans. 
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6. lluman JH gfJ ts .. 
~ ~ i .• ' 1 • · . ... :·. 

Noriega 1 s regime has characterized . a~ "mod~rate" in repressive actions. 
The astute dictator has com~anded a permanent vigi lance and control of 
violence, which has gradually diminished in the 'couf1try. Paramilitary . . . 

groups execute the "disa.greable actions 11
, avoiding to envol ve the Defense 

Forces. Consequently, despite Of the political situation, the Government 
not been touched by c~Ltt2itsm ;~f~·~;~~d~t~ Human Rights violations. 

' " . :'{· ~ ·= -' ' "{ .... : • : '\ 
I I ~ ·:. I \ 

The most severe violation i.s the lack of freedom of speech, since the 
opposition mass media has been closed ·and the Government has the absolute 
control of newspapersJ radio and TV. 

. . . ~ ' . . . .. '\.. 

7. The Jewish Community 

has 

For f irst time , during the lockout approved• by >the. priv.at:e.'enterprise 
all the businessmen of the Centtal .~Avenue joined the action at the beginn ing 
of March. They were estimulated .bY two reasons : 

1) The majority of the businessmen ·wanted the ending of the situation as 
soon as possible, in order ·to return the countty ;to .normality. :~hey 

thought that by supporting the lockout, the situation would finish soon. 

2) Some of the businessmen participated for economic reasons. They lost 
less clos ing their stor~s than remaining it opened. 

Ranks officials os the Defense Forces met with the Board of Directors 
of the Sociedad israelita de Beneficencia Shevet Ahim and al so visited some 
Jewish merchants, pressing to open their businesses, but the Jews were 
completely agree about jD~ning the lockout. 

However, tile Civil Cruzade also threathened the Jews: if they succeeded 
in obtaining the power, they would take reprisals against Jewish merchants 
who did not bear out the Cruzade. , This statement was communicated to the 
Jewish Community by Rabbi Morton Rosenthal, Director of the A.D.L. for Latin 
America, who vis ited Panama in the early ·days of March. His testimony produced 
a great worrry in the United States . 

Throughout the period of time ;that the crisis has endured, representative 
members of the three synagogues have been mee~ing with the Committee of Hum9n 
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l~e.lations of U'nai B'ritll of Panama, recognized by lhe /\.D.L., to the 
purpose of planning the Community actions and to exchang~ opinions. 

Traditional festivities (bar mitzvas, engagements, weddings, 
have been celebrated without ostentation- in the Community Hall of 
Ahim, as well as in the tWo·-0ther synagogues . 

etc.) 
Shevet 

. · r~:- ~, . .... ;,· : c:-'1 ~" .; · · . ·; ,," ,..,,. 

Archb~s.hop of Panama, Mor:ist~19~~::1g~ ~;r~l~~~~ht. m~t the A.O.L. Committee 
seekh1g for financial support to the work of C/\RIT/\S. The Jewish Community 

. · · .f !' 
contributed more than twenty thousand dollars of donation, to alleviate 
hunger in the Panamanian population. 

A great number of Jew~sh families traveled to abroad during the Passover 
Festivity; a number of wives and children remained abroad for ... several weeks, 
because of fearing of riots, but since the calm returned to the country, the 
majority is comming back. , . ·,' . ·. 

/\swell as in the general community, among Jews, news run by word of 
mouth, because of the lack of credibility in the mass media. Disconfort 
prevail in the population, sated of r~mors, hoping that a solution could b~ 
possible. However, we feel that our c~~~try nev~~ will .~o~e to be the same. 

8. Reopening of banks 

By means of an agreement with the Commission of National Banking_,. the . 
majority of banks operating in the country have opened to public, under severe 
limitaions, since they can only receive donations. The economic situation 
remains uncertain, even the clear ·efforts of all the sectors to bring the 
country to a relative normality. 
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Rabbi RObert L. Kravitz 
Area Director 
MC Phoenix Chapter 
2021 N. 7th Street 
Phoenix, Ariz. 85006 
U. S. A. 

Dear Rabbi Kravitz: 

Mexico City, J'Ulle 24~. 1988 

Got your letter dated June 3rd ill which you let me 
know of ~e interest of a group of members of the Phoenix 
Chapter to visit fi'..exico for 3 or 4 days next fall, to promote 
a better understand1Dg betlie•n Hispanics and Jews . 

I will welcome such a delegation, and for your infor­
mation, members of different AJC .Cbapters have visited .us in 
~co and with some of ~em we have ewn traveled to several 
Central American countries. 

As a matter of procedure, I would suggest that you 
writ:e to Rabbi Marc B. Tanenbaum, Director of the Intemat6onal 
~lations Department to have an agreement wit.h him on the 
possibility of such a visit. 

On my part, I will welcome the qroup of the Phoenix 
Otapter and will prepare for ~hem an appropiate aqenda so that 
they get to know the country, meet with leaders of the Jew1.sh 
Community in Mexico and have the possibility of meeting with 
some b~9h ranking qovernment officials. 

Hoping to hear from you very soon, receive my best 
personal regards. 

cc.Li Marc B. 'l'anenbaum 
Ira Silverman 

SERGIO NUDELSTEJBR 
Director of AJC for 

Mexico and Central America 
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July 7., 19 88 

Marc Tanenbawn 

Jacobo Kovadloff 

Activities i .n · W.as.hington D.C. June 23 ·and 
June 25th. 

I would like ·to report to you about the meetings 
I ·attended in Washington D.C. on the above mentioned 
dates. · 

Meeting with the Ambassador of Spain, Mr. Julian . 
Santamaria 

We discussed two main supjects: . 

A.J .C. 's participation i~ the ."Sefarad '92 Program" 
and having him as a keynote· speaker in the seri~s 
of forums which · our .people in Washington are ca~rying 
out ~ith foreign ambassadors~ 

I promised to give him a more · detailed program as 
soon as we h ·ave. f.imalized it. · 

He has also accepted to speak at the AJC's Ambassadors' 
Forum in D.C. in September because of s·chedule dif-
ficulties in ·July. · 

In the evening I attended . a reception- anq dinner 
given by the Embassy of Spain, celebrating King 
Juan Carlos' birthday, which gave me the oppOrtunity 
to meet with important personalities of the diplomatic 
corps and u.~. officials. 

Meetings at the Argentine Embassy 

When Minister Rica~dez attended our Annual Meeting 
·here in New York he asked me to visit him to exchange 
opinions and iqeas about the Middle East problems and 
tiie attitudes and views of _the American Jewish coµU'l).unity. 
We had a very long, conversation and I gave him seveJ:a1l 
of the AJG materials on the subject. 
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At the suggestion of Sidney Liskofsky, I met with 
the charg~ 'd' affaires., Minister Nanc:iares, with 
whom I discussed the forthcoming meeting in Geneva 
on the subject of "The Right to Leave and Return 
to your Country of Origin". He promised me that 
he would report to the Argentine delegation at the 
U.N. in Geneva directly without the intervention 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ~in Buenos Aires. 
I have already sent him the materials. 

State Department - Cuban Desk 

I met with the head of the Cuban· D~sk, Mr. Kenneth 
Skong about the initiative of our Detroit Chapter 
to organize a trip to visit the Cuban Jewish community. 
He saw it as very difficult because of the current 
regulations for Americans wishing to visit Cuba. 
There can .be some exceptions (reunification of families, 

' visiting relatives, res·earching and studies of scholars, 
e~c ·.) • .:-..~1All authorizations for traveling to the island 
ar~ giv~n by the T~easury Dept., Office of Foreign 
Assets. We are trying to find a solution to this pro­
b lem. 

Meetings · with Mr. Ran Kuriel :( Israe·li Ei:nbassy) 

It was an useful mee'ting in ·which we exchanged information 
on the reaction from the Spanish press in U.S. to the 
current events in Israel and also the ·reiationship of 
the Latin American countries with Israel. 

Meeting· with Profes-so·r so·snowski ·(university of Maryland) 

Following your idea to have in '92 ; conferences or sym­
posiums at American universities to commemorate the 
Fifth Centennial of the Discovery of America with 
special emphasis on Jews in Spain, Jewish contributions 
to the Spanish culture and of course the expulsion of 
the Jews ·from Spain and the Inquisition; I roet with 
Professor Sosnowski. His idea would be tq have, next 
October .or Noveinber, a consultation for the planning 
for '92, which will be sponsored by his university · 
with the participation of specialists from U.S., 
Israel and Latin. America. He· suggests that the LAJSA 
(Latin American Jewish Studies Association) shou.ld also 
be a co-sponsor. I agree with his ideas and we should 
work soon to finalize them. 

JK/iof 

cc: Ira Silverman 
David H~rris 
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ROLE OF RELIGION IN THE LATIN AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY 

by F.2.b~-:i:i. Rct)ei:"tc D. Graetz 
In a vast continent with a total population of somewhat over 300.000.000 people 

approximately 450.000 Jews have made their home. It is almost an insignificant number 

to have a~ impact in the social fabric of the region, by and large they are a part of 

the middle class (if such a nomenclature can be applied in a situation like Brazil's, 

where 10% of the people accumulate 90% of the wealth), participating in the liberal 

. . professions, middle management levels and business. 

Social, economic and .political struggles have been the trademarks of the Latin 

American scene for a long time. Religion, organized relidion - to be more specific -

has played conflicting roles in this arena. In Argentinl~ \ the state religj;on has been 

characterized by its pre-conciliar mood, highly conser~ati¥e, identified with the u "----· 
entrenched economic elite and the military establishment. In Brazil, on the other hand, 

where there is no official state religion, the National Conference -of Catholic Bishops 

has been in the forefront of the struggles for social change, identifiea with the main 

principles of Liberation Theology and often in conflict with the-·established·· political 

order.-· The · eont-inent ·as a whole is nomina:iy Roman-:.Catholic, ·-yet .. one ··can-:'see~-·how through :...:-.· 

the last twenty years the "mainline churches" have declined and the fundamentalist 

expressions of religion have grown. This is particularly true of Brazil and Chile, where 

in spite of the strong presence of a "social active" ·Catholic Church there has been a 

decline in the number of firm adherents. 

As far as the· Jewish communities are concerned one of the discernible historical 

patterns · has ·been .that the more integration into ···the ~nera1··-commun~ty· the ·-lesser-·role -

for the religious expression of Judaism, and the more isolation from the community at 

large .the mor.e . religion. in its more .traditional version. The. vast majority qf the 

Jewish population in Latin America integrated into the·· local ·culture pays lip-·service 

to religion, while the small isolated Orthodox enclaves are perceived as the saviours 

of Judaism~ 
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Within this pattern there are two unrelated undercurrents of response to which I 

would like to address myself: On the positive side I would mention the growth qf the 

non-orthodox manifestations of religion in Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Uruguay, 

opening up the possibility for significant numb~rs of Jews to gain a dimension of 

religious identity even as they integrate into the reality of the continent and I will 

come back to this a bit later. On the negative 

side I wouid have to mention the strong sense which many Jews expous.e of Judaism as a 

form of "civil religion" and not a "faith religion", this with a particular bent in 

segments of the brazilian jewish population. The 9haracteristic of this phenomenon is 

a sense of being Jewish as a social phenomenon having more to do with socio-economic 

stratification .than with a specific religious expression with its corolary ·of a 

particular ethic ·and-a system of .obligati9ns. And if this phenomenon is known in ·the · 

rest of the Jewish world, in· Brazil it is carried further, with the support of the 

world view of the general society. It goes beyond the modern and the secular. The need · 

for faith is there, the mystical search does not die out but it begins to take place 

outside the synagogue and the Jewish context. Within an organized community which ·pays , 

lip service to traditional Judaism it is possible to lead a socially oriented Jewish 

life while having meaningful religious experiences outside of it, particularly within 

the strong afro-brazilian spiritualist cults, without feeling any internal conflict 

or reproval from the comrnunity '. as such. This phenomenon is different from the North 

American experience with the "cults". There we had .a dropping out of Judaism, while in 

Brazil .one .can -at .. the-.same -time participate. in -the .7life. of -the .organized-J'ewish .. 

community (schools, clubs, synagogue, Israel, etc.) yet express one's faith needs 

outside of Judaism. In the strong ·mystical ·context df the· ·general ·society the Orthodox -

expression appears sealed off to the uninitiated while the non-orthodox expression 

appears too rational for the mystical searcher. It is at least curious that in a , : 

community where until. today descendants fromMarranojews look to come back into the fold, -

well integrated jews in the life of the community secretly worship in non~jewish places. 
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There is no internal discipline to correct this, which I see as a major malfunction 

in Jewish l i fe. I t seems that the general at ti t ude is "better that he pays magbit, sends 

nis children to the Jewish Day Schools, etc . even though he may pray in a different 

church". Yet there is no doubt that the long term trend is one of weakening the Jewish 

links since there is no Tora ··without the Elohei Israel, and there is no cormnitment to 

Israel on the long_ run that does not spring from the wealth of our religious tradition. 

The organized community, not wanting to bother with the religious phenomenon has 

tacitly decided to leave this area to synagogue and Rabbis. With the exception of the 

Orthodox Jewish day schools, the rest of the educational system, within which significant 

numbers of youngsters spend a good deal of their growing years, have opted for no 

religion (no ideology) in their objectives or curriculum. The traditional segment -of 

the community I?refers a "no-religion" attitude to a "non-orthodox" attitude and exerts 

strong pressure to keep things this way. 

What is true of the schools is true of the general cormnunity. The existing conflicts 

between- the ·differing expressions o,f Jewish ·· religion are· resolved by not-·being· religious··-· 

at .:all. The end result of all this 'is that::·11being' -Vewish1~·-is not .related-to .:creed-::-or-:....-=- · 

conduct but to affiliation. The absurdity of it all is seen in the ham and cheese 

sandwiches sold in .the canteens of some of the Jewish schools or the programing of events 

during Shabat by clubs and federations. It is no surprise then when on the secular new 

year in Rio de Janeiro we find large numbers of Jews dressed in white making their 

offerings on the beach to Iernanja, the sea goddess of the Afro-Brazilian cult. 

One would almost -·be· -forced to state -that- ·the 'role of -organized religion~_-in .-the.-··-,-­

Latin American Jewish experience is very small, almost nill ••• but this would only 

reflect on what has been or is, not what it could .be. And .here Lwould. returo ... to .. the __ _ 

positive· undercurrent to which I made brief mention before·. · The emergence· of non~-­

orthodox manifestations of religion in Latin America during the past 25 years nave had 

a salutary effect on the total Jewish community. The most obvious. contribution. has .. been 

the creation of synagogues which have drawn substantial numbers of congregants mostly 
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previously unaffiliated. This is the frontier experience - Em~anu-El in Buenos Aires, 

the Associa9ao Religiosa Israelita (A.R.I~) in Rio de Janeiro, our presence in Porto 

Alegre and the new explosion of Shalom in sao Paulo not only mark the presence of our 

movement in the most important centers of Jewish life in Latin America but serve as 
.. 

catalysts for the expansion of the movement. Requests flow into our congregation for 

help in leading, organizing andservihgthe smaller communities. It is midbar out there 

and we are called not to conquer but to toil that land, nobody else is looking in that 

direction. Also worthy of mention is the establishment of a Rabbinical Seminary in 

Argentina· which serves today as a major center 'from which rabbis irradiate through the 

continent bringing with their presence a view of what can be, role models who speak the 

language of .the continent, who are attuned _to .the drama of Latin Amer.ica and .. hold a 

strong .. commitment-to Jewish continuity and the enhancement -of Jewish education. The less 

obvious contribution-has been -that the emergence of non-orthodox Judaism has forced the 

orthodox community to retool -itself for the .. challenge. Without making .concessions in the 

· area of Halacha or ideology·-it discovered-the need -to learn to spealcthe-language, to 

rejuvenate, to come out--of the area of ritual and ·enter the terrain of education, 

pulpit and contact with the "amcha". They have been prodded into action! and that is 

good, for r ·hold the conviction that there is room for all the manifestations of Jewish 

religiosity, and that a community becomes enriched when its members can choose out of · 

conviction and not out of convenience. Unfortunately, as in the rest of the Jewish world, 

not all of us share this conviction that pluralism. in religious .life .can be good. The 

result has .been not.alliances, but .bitter conflict., not dialogue.-but acrimonious :debate~ -."'­

As these trends continue I fear that we all become weakened. When the authenticity of 

one is questioned· by the other, those- who are· not-within· the- circles wil-r- choose· neither~ · 

For the uncommitted to become committed to some pattern of religious -life .. we will have 

to project an image, .of "elu ve-elu ..• " or subject ourselves to the curse of "a plague on 

both your houses". (A few years ago I was invited by the largest Jewish club in the city 

to share the podium with one of my orthodox colleagues in Rio de Janeiro for an evening 
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of dialogue. 1000 people were in attendance. It was a golden opportunity. Wasted. It 

soon became clear that we were having no dialogue at all. I, my credentials, my smicha, 

my synagogue, were all disqualified by my colleague. A keen eye could quickly discover 

that the large auditorium was now divided in thr~e groups: One rooting for me, another 

for my colleague, like in a roman circus, with heckling and applause alternating, and a 

third group, by far the more numerous one enjoying the spectacle, outside the circle, 

having fun with these two gladiators wounding each other). 

Federations, .philantropies, clubs and other institutions have grown and taken an 

active role in Jewish life, yet none of these have been able to stem the tide of 

assimilation and intermarriage which have weakened the fabric of Jewish life in Latin 

America in the last generation. They have gro'Wn out of a sense that something had to 

be done, but thought and developed by well intentioned people with little or no Jewish 

education. Schools.and synagogues are, as ·far as I can see, the basis for enriching 

the quality of Jewish life. Schools with an ideological conmritment, .and synagogues 

capable of making demands on its members will be able to· send out to the--general ·society 

Jews firmly rooted in their tradition, conscious of a particular "weltanschaung", 

commited to the continuity of Jewish life, intimately identified with the State of 

- Israel -and- the notion of one people, am echad. 

Low birth rates and assimilation could well lead in the near future to the absence 

of the needed critical mass which makes Jewish continuity possible. Synagogue and school, 

religious commitment and education must become the trench from where the fight for 

meaningful-survival- of Jewish-life .. in Latin·.-America will- be .fought.-




