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March 4, 1984
JEWISH LEADERS SEEK TO IMPROVE
FRANCO-AMERICAN RELATIONS AND MIDEAST PEACE
WINS RELIGION COMMENTARY
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

This weekend a group of national Jewish leaders from across America re-
turned home after a remarkable week in France. -

Concerned about the unhappy and threatening state of world affairs,
~ Howard Ffiedman, a'distinguished Los Ange1es'attofney, led a delegation of
American Jew1sh Committee 1eaders to Paris. There they met with a virtual
Who's Who of France's political, civic, Chr1st1an and Jewish leaders Their
d1alogues ranged from President M1tterrand Fore1gn Minister Cheysson Com-
merce Minister Edith Cresson, the Justice and Interior M1n1sters to the U.S.
and Israeli ambassadors, Cardinal Lust1ger, David de Rothsch11d and other
French.Jewish leaders. Many perceptions were changed and stereotypes of
France and America were modified.

After the United States and the Soviet Union, France is today a genuine
global power with interests in almost every part of the world. For historic
and cultural reasons, France today is in a position to play a vital mediating
role in East-west and North-South relations, and especially with the Arab and
Muslim worlds in the Middle East and Africa.

Dur1ng intensive dxscuss1ons With President M1tterrand Foreign M1n1ster
Cheysson and their aides, we were told that they share America's concern
over Soviet expansionism. That is why they supported the deployment of Amer-
ican missiles on their 5011 While they seek good relations with the Arab
world, they told us they have an unbreakable commitment to Israel's security
and will never recognize the PLOuntil Arafat and other Arab 1eaders recog—
nize Israel s right to be. ; ' '

A1l in all, these constructive talks, I beI:eve were a contribution
to improving Franco-American relations and to strengthening in time the
~ Western democratic alliance. |

*Rabb1 Tanenbaum, who is director of the:Internationa1.Re1atjons Depart-
ment of the American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion com-
mentary over NINS-Hestinghoqse Broadcasting System. _
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March 1, 1984

Meeting AJC Delegation to Paris with Archbishop Jean Marie Lustiger
and Father Dupuy

Short introduction by Marc Tanenbaum touching on Christian-Jewish
Relations, Declaration of Bench Bishops, role Father Dupuy in this

connection and thanks for action on Lolek Ehrlichster

Lustiger - AJC largest Jewish group in the US and other short niceties

Dupuy - Speaks of Marc Tanenbaum's role in human rights, Vatican rela-
tions, but time now for new steps (I hope so, interjects Lustiger)
toward more regular and peaceful relations between Christians and

Jews and with Israel. We. in France are aware of problems. Difficulties
for two years because of political reasons. A New effort is needed this
year to improve these relations.

Friedman - Are there any chances for establishment diplomatic relations
between Vatican and Israel?

Lustiger - There are some difficult problems 1) Pope himself (interrupted)

Dupuy - Last year the French Catholic Commission for relations with Jews
wrote to the Vatican to ask what can be their response and explaination
to those who ask gbgggm{%gg ved relations between Vatican and Israel.
The answer, also gixnnznuw o the Israelis, was: _ '
You can answer that the Holy See recognizes the State of Israel
not only de facto but also as a de jure entity. To be convinced
of this it is sufficient to read the communiques printed in the
Osservatore Romano after wvisits to His Holiness by members of
the Israeli government as just recently -the visit of Foreign
Affairs Minister (Shamir). The text speaks of Israel as an
entity, recognized intermationally. Diplomatic representation
is difficult; but absence of this does not signify absence of
de jure recognition of this nation. This can be proved by the
fact that the US and others in the same situation, though for
different reasons.
But this is not excluded for Israel, whose situation changes
year to year.

(above is ax%Xx an on the spot translation of a
letter signed by Torella)

Dupuy - Relations are not important now, but one must prepare a dossier of
situation and problems. Situation Vatican/Israel is not like that of US.
If and when problems clarified it will not be hard. Both sides should
prepare material and then perhaps set up a Commission.. Psychological
difficulties greater than practical ones. Preparation should be unofficial
before an official status can be reached. Recognition is very important

for public opinion and Vatican might agree to it if this is done with an

additional sence(context) of peace. Exchanges with Palestinians (not PLO)
and other such groups should be envisaged.

Tanenbaum (to Lustiger) You are close to His Holiness

Lustiger - I wrote a long article that appeared in Yediot Aharanot three
years ago; it also was printed in French in Le Debat. It was in two
parts, and was an explanation about Israel. The Pope reads this paper
(assume second?). What I wrote had never been said by other bishopsf



Father Daniel Hufheisen (also mention of Turovitch) also wrote a long
paper about Israel. First time we have a Pope who had Jews as close
friends when he was young and knows what happened. No Italian Pope
can match this. .This circumstance is very important. Pope is a just
man. There are problems, of course, between Jews and Christians.
These could be settled even if Arab Catholics protest or if the Rabbis
in Israel protest. Second front is with Christian Arabs in other
countries. This must be managed, and is not easy.

Tanenbaum - It is important, we must lay foundation for this during

our March meeting in Amsterdam with Cardinal Willebrands. Would it

be time to start then? Can you communicate your feelings to the Pope?
He has courage and a sense of justice about this matter.

Lustiger - War is the rub, in Lebanon and with the Arabs...

Nevas = Do you mean Christians in Lebanon?

Lustiger - This is a desperate situation. In the 50s there w&s establish-
ed a historical tradition by the West to protect minorities and Christianms
(in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Palestine). The policy of the French
government since Frangois ler (16th century) was to protect minorities.
When I spoke to Israelis im 1950-55, it was still at the time of Ben Gurion,
they said we are, with the Christians, in the same minority situation.

In 1958 the French policy toward the Arab people changed (de Gaulle);

and in 1958 the Marines landed in Beirut because of greater Syria.

At the same time the Christian minority played the Arab card. Israel

was disappointed and did not understand. Only the Maronites remained.

01d Syria plan of Arab empire, with Russian support, now is on again,

and the US also is playing. The old French position in the middle,

for maintaining minorities in Middle East X=Exsmghkx -- Israel now is

alone. If a revolution comes in Arab states and policy of the US

changes Israel will be totally alone.

Friedman One contribution is normalcy. Diplomatic relations add to
this fnormalcy. '

Lustiger Yes. But Israel now has no choice but fight. Militarily it
is strong, but long range political situation will be more dangerous

because it is alone.

Dupuy - It would be better for Israel to have more human relations than
military might.

Egystiger - ¥esyxhukx¥srxaskxmawxhazxmexgheirexkrgxkaxfighk Kissinger had
the right idea, policy of small steps with Syria was good. I am worried.
Nations have no heart! )

Dupuy - We must never stop our efforts. We have the same ehics and the
same goals on human rights, the same experience of human needs today.

We must pursue our work, task is enormous; and must promote'peace. There
are no more relations with men, only money and'real politique' ones. The
world must be built on fraternity. The demons of the past are far from

us, now we must show that our human commonsense can be put into effect.

We must do something for peace. Israel is not to be left alone to do this,
though it says it is "our business”

It is our spiritual duty as spiritual bodies.

Jacobs - We spoke of this todag anti- Semltism, anti-Zionism in the UNi etc.
as 1f Israel did not exist. urch has the power to say we recognize srael



VATICAN-ISRAEE RELATIONS

In & warm and friendly exchange, His Eminence Jean-Marie Lustiger,
Archbishop of Paris, end the Rev. Bernard du Puys, director of Catholic-
Jewish relations for the FrenchfCatholic bishops spoke affirmatively
about the important progress t hat has been made in improving Catholic=-
Jewish relstions in France and elsewhere. But, the Cardinal added, "the
time has come for another step forward and soon." In respense to an

AJC question about the possibilities of establishing diplmmatic relations
betwean the Vatican and Israel, Cardinal Lustiger said he believed that
the atmosphere has improved for such a development to take place. The

. Cardinsl, who is a close personal friend of Pope John Paul II, indicated

that he had written an article in a ®riex French Jjournal supporting
~such Vatican recognition of Israel "as a dramatic step forward,™ that
he had shown it to the Pope and hed received a positive response. We
were told confidentially that a priest is presently in Jerusalem drafting
a L0-page document ss a proposed "condordat" between the Vatican and
Israel for consideration by the Holy See, Fgther du Puys suggested that
smxx at our next meeting in Amsterdem with Cardinal Willebrands and
Vatican authorities that he would propose, with Captdinal's Lustiger's
support, the setting up of a mixed Vatican-IJCIC commission to study
the "concordat" and the steps that need to be taken together to

bring sbout diplomatic ties between the Holy See and Israel., There was
8 positive reaction on the part of the AJC delegation, encourgging

this direction. - :

LE MONDE

Following & vigorous exchange wiBh Paul Balta regarding our perception:--
of the pro-Arab and pro-PLO bias of Le Monde, Mr. Balta acknowledged
that was the case. He invited AJC to send him materials dealing with
Middle East issues and approaches to religious-racial-ethnic pluralism
which he said he would consider for publication or adaption in the
Middle Egst section of Le Monde. In general, we were given the impression
that much of the press &nd media in many Europsan countries were mmfixx
unfriendly to Israel = even though large segments of t he populations
were friendly and fairer to the Jewish State. The entire area of
interprepation of Israel and Jewish concerns in the Buropean media is
worthy of consideration as a project for AJC, in cooperation with
European Jewish communities., Exchange programs with European editors
xmaxx and writers to the United States was also talked sbout.

SUMMARY ’ _
At a debriefing session, the AJC officers believed that this was

a remarkably useful mission on many levels. They agreed to meet

together in the States and to duscuss what programs need to be

implemented by AJC in order to realize some of the significant opportunigéies
that were opened to us by this mission,

Reporﬁ prepared by

- = Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director

™~ , International Relations Department
b Ameri~an Jewish Committee

TR March 9. 198,.]. .
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February 22, 1984

Marc Tanembaum

Ken Bandler

2-21 conversation with George Gruen

George Gruen had talks with officials at Israeli
Foreign Ministry cencerning the proposed West

German arms sale to Saudi Arabia and French Middle
East policy.

4

1) West Germany

a- Israelis don't think final decision on arms
sales will be made until Kohl visits Washing-
ton on March 5th. They assume that if there
is strong U.S. pressure, the German will not
proceed with the sale.

b- Israelis are concerned that West Germany and
Britain are working together in Egypt on a
factory that would produce a .tank similar
to the Leopard.

2) France:
‘a- Israelis are concerned that at March 20, 1984
EEC meeting, EEC will go further than the
Venice Declaration. France is head of EEC,
is eager to show initiative and eager to se-
parate itself from the U.S.

French should be made aware that U.S. wants
them to stick to 242 and to Camp David.

b- French-Egypt relations are very good. French
should use their influence to convince Egypt
to abide by Camp David and normalize relations
with Israel.

WnNnpueJouldauul
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o i befot woan 2352 h. foo gree _
Jewish Community - 700,000, more than triple{after war (displaced persons,
East Eur. ME and Algeria 1962. More than 1/2 Sepharad now, excellent in-
tegration impossible without cooperation and government aid, in add. toFSJU

Alain de R. quote "If not for ME..." Community also changed, from strong
assimilation now openly Jewish, claiming right to difference and support Is

France é)Long economic crisis cumulative effect - unemployment not decreas.
inflation not contained, no miracle solutions. France has empty coffers

and large (secret) debt with Germany & Saudi Ar. (Trade deficit much im-
proved by present regime)

After period of largesse and promise-keeping (110 campaign) reality

caught up and government reduced to economic policy that would be almost

suitable for its predecessors. Net result: mnobody happy 06 much "
and too little -- and future still grim.dMww G ol wp e 09 Y%/
B) Since 1981 constant political tensions too: vt %L“

--*As=soon -as ‘Sheckfofrlosts etachions*wore off 1988 presidential cam-
paign began: Chirac, Barre, early resuscitation Giscard

-- Severe reverses (PC and Soc) in cantonal and municipal édections

-- Fierce and constant opposition in Parliamgg; on all issues: mnational
ization, death penalty, hospital reform, private school reform,
press law. )

-- Street opposition became the mode Qﬂf interest groups: liberal pro-
fessions (doctors, lawyers, even police, parents associations...
more recently farmers, truckers.

/777



-- Upiems—and workers (fought and went to streets demanding no more
_job cutting -- and meanwhile entire segments of traditional ,
pvoduction went from bad to worst, impoverishing a number of amen. P U
regions:eextiles, coal, steel, boat=yards. ( Crmmries = %@”r?“U' nwmjiij
Polls for Mitterrand lower, but he remains a respected figure; his )
government polls are a disaster. Barre hagd,, brief moment, seemed to
embody calm and inspire confidence. Giscard way How sniffing planes
did not help. Chirac is ahead, but inspires some apprehension and_ anti-
pathy. It is Simone Veil who is ahead of them all and some ., . Kot risfd vy
Brighter side is a form of reluctant %_Eggggggﬂgg#iggg;gE_EEEEEEs,
not applause, but "we are not against sort of thing: Chad, Lebanon,
Missiles, USSR and even ME— '~ :

Extreme right - Generally troubling and parﬁﬁgularly for Jews is its
return on %he scene as a full-fledged party,,'its success in some local
elections/! ~This breakthrough also brought forth issue of electoral
glliances between right and NF, used by opposition when needed to win.
Veil public statement =-- Gistard comment ~-- silence of others, until
this month, former Min. Monique Pellettier =-- story Pédyrefitte/Marchais
giving 1lift.... and finally Chirac publicly e€xcluding alliance with
extreme right. But he is contradicted by his party leaders, who still
declare need co-existance with and taking account of NF,

Anti-Semitism -- Yes, more in past few years, for same reasons as every-

where: mno longer tabu, Israel/Palestinians/Zion&gm amalgam, Lebanon,
sympathy un erdng Revisionism affects'Jews but seen as non-Jewish
problem as far a -fiﬁhting back. Remember that Copernic, Goldenberg,
all serious bloody viclence jye work of out51ders. /
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But anti-Semitism is not part of daily Jewish life: French Jews as
such have no ‘more than normal problems, economic conditions touch

them as they do everyone, though probably less unemployment than
average. Government cooperation and concrete help unflagging,
Fultural life rich and recognized, 23 University Chairs study Judaig%é

-

.ﬁﬁﬁ More worrying is racist campaign of extreme right, today directed

—

against immigrant workers, but sinc%xa wg&i;@gti—Semitic, predictably
ready to aim against Jews_as _next in f{ne ™’ Hard to say now if rise
of NF will continue and become greater threat. It is fielding candi-
dates for European Parliament elections this June, and bets are , 7
being made on the percentage of votes they might gain. ~ ugeﬁﬁ%éj?ﬁf?'
v fied ASET
Middle East - French Jews recognize and accept France's interests
vis-a-vis Arab states., It is the little extras that hurt: '"hmors"
-= twice -- to PLO and Arafat in Lebanon; the slow shift of the
"balanced " French stance, from Palestinians must have role and voice
and PLO not sole rep. to reversal of this-and auto-determination =
state and proper structures.
And of course arms sales, to Libyva, Iraq, Saudis. But here France
hardly alone or in any way different from others.
Leave French community action and positions to CRIF tomorrow morning,
suffice to say it protests vigorously every time there is need.

France=Israel Relations - 0l1ld regime ended with no dialogue, no meeting
closed doors. Advent Mitterrand changed this. Always a friend of

/Tff



Jews and Israel (personally and through Socialist Intermational)

he made "head of state" trip (been there many times before), Ot
redressed boycott legislation, opened dialogue, improved culturalgbﬁiﬂ
exchangegiﬁg{ﬁad to have Israel trade worries with EECTcSﬁgidered.%yﬂ”
But, for 'the last and boycott (though this too has room for in-
fringements) the rest is a cosmetic change, atmosphere change. Nice,

of course; but no dent in fundamental ME policy France has set for
itself.

Last brief point: UNESCO

If AJC can act would urge that this be for US not to change its mind:
a) because sanction deserved(waste,unbal.budget,deviat.b) US credibility
But would not push politicization: US was first on it during McCarthy
period investigating and firéng Secretariat US staff; and US wanted
state representatives for.Executive Board instead of individuals.

Today political aspec%i%ﬁa%ged, double speak, different meaning same
word depending on who says it - IMAMéC%M“1¢?w$4”“vﬁ#ﬁﬂrdﬂfﬂ“ﬂ*ﬁumxh‘”%**

S peteh” C Lt fwer



Suggestions for exchange program given at
session with Dean Curran, US Embassy

Ecole Nationale d'Administration (ENA)
Director is Mr. Simon Nora

13 rue de 1'Université

75007 Paris

Institut Frangals Relations Internationales
(IFRI) 4 rue Ferrus, 75014 Paris

Institut National Superieur Enselgnment
Distribution (INSET)
9 rue Plitre, 75004 Paris

Madame Edvige Avis, Youth Ministry,
perhaps Conseil National de la Jeunesse

(must check this with Consulate New York
before using, there were recent changes in
titles and names of certain Ministries.)
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MISSION OF AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE LEADERS TO FRANCE

FEBRUARY 26 THROUGH MARCH 2, 1984

— e —— — — - ¥

Senior officers and leaders of the American Jewish Committee undertook
this mission to France for several purposes:

1) To gain a first-hand knowledge of France's foreign policy
and domestic issues and their impact on Franco-American
relations: :

o Z) To obtain specific knowledge of France's role in the Middle

East and its policies toward Soviet Jewry, anti-Semitism,

human rights, and terrorism: y

3 To establish effective contact and communication with the

700,000 Jews of France, who constitute today the fourth
largest Jewish community in the world.

Before leaving for Paris, we held brieFings with the French desk of the
U.S. State Department, the French Embassy in Wash1ngtun D.C., and with the
Israel Embassy.

Meetings in France

The French Government clearly attached importance to our mission and
arranged an impressive series of meetings for us with the highest leadership in
the French-Government -- President Mitterrand and his two closest aides, Jacques
Attali and Charles Salzmann: Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson: Minister of
Commerce and Tourism Mme. Edith Cresson: Interior Minister Gaston Deferre (who
is also Mayor of Marseilles):; the Mayor of Paris, Jacques Chirac (who is leader
of the neo-Gaullist RPR): Minister of Justice Robert Badinter: the President of
the Foreign Affairs Commission of the National Assembly, Claude Estier; and the
Director of the Cabinet of the Ministry of Industry and Research, Louis
Schweitzer. -

In addition, we had detailed briefings or conversations with the United
States Ambassador to France, Evan Galbraith: Israeli  Ambassador to France,
Ovadia Soffer: the U.S. Deputy Delegate to UNESCO, Robert Aherne: an official of
the Department of Economic Affairs and statistics of the OECD (Organization of
Economic Cooperation and Development representing 24 nations): Editor of the
Nouvel Observateur, Jean Daniel, Editor of the Middle East. section of Le Monde,
Paul Balta; His Eminence Jean Marie Cardinal Lustiger, Archbishop of Paris:
Chief Rabbi Sirat; Theo Klein, president of CRIF: David de Rothschild, president
of the Fonde Sociale Juif Universelle: Nicole Goldmann, president of the
European Council of Jewish Communities (East and West): Jules Brunschvig,
president of the Alliance Israelite Universelle; and Serge and Beate Klarsfeld
(captors of Klaus Barbie). An informal meeting was also held with Henri
Hajdenberg and David Buk, leaders of the Jewish Renewal Movement, a political
action group.

/



Major Themes

OQur discussions covered the entire range of Franco-American relations
- -~-East-West relations, North-South relations, defense policy, internatonal
economics, Israel and the Palestinians and Middle East peace, terrorism, racism
and anti-Semitism, the UN and UNESCO, human rights, Nazis, Soviet Jewry, the
internal politics of France, relations with African countries, Central and Latin
America, EEC, arms sales, French and American Jewry, Vatican-Jewish-Israeli
relations.

In another document, we shall report more fully on each of these topics.
Our purpose here is to summarize some of the major issues or themes that emerged
out of this diverse range of conversations:

- I.- East-West Relations

1. Virtually every French Government authority we spoke with began with a
spontaneous affirmation that France and the United States share a
tradition of common values and that these linked both countries
together in a shared destiny.

.2. France identified strongly with the American view that the Soviet
Union in its aggressive, expansionist actions is a threat to demo-
cratic societies and a danger to human rights. France believes in the
need for a strong defense to deter Soviet militaristic designs. For
that reason, France was an early and firm supporter of the deployment
of U.5. missiles on their soil. France is "grateful to President

“-~ Reagan for his tough defense stand." France is deeply. concerned about
the USSR's campaign to "terrorize" the Federal Republic of Germany
into demilitarization, and thereby weaken the West's defense cap-
abilities.  France plans to become more assertive in strengthening the
West European Union's military defenses in anticipation of the time
when the military presence of the United States will be diminished or
withdrawn.

At the same time, France will pursue a "double-track"™ policy of seeking to
" improve relations with the USSR, especially in light of Chernenko's accession to
power. France is hoping to resume negotiations on disarmament and other topics,
. looking for "new directions in the present fluid situation." 1In light of
‘France's difficult economic situation, France is attempting to expand exports to

the USSR which it seeks as "a potential good market." It will try to strengthen

COCOM procedures in order to prevent unauthorlzed military and certain hi-tech

supplies from reaching the USSR. '

II.- Middle East

1) France appears to be following a "double-track" policy in the Middle
©  East. President Mitterrand takes an explicit pro-Israel stand:
Foreign Minister Cheysson, while affirming that "Israel's security is

a cornerstone" of our policy in the Middle East, is seen as being more
regularly sympathetic to the Palestlnlan cause and promoting ties with
Arab nations. : '



President Mitterrand told us that, in addition to his having "good re-
lations with Jewish leaders and organizations in France (who helped him get
elected), "France has good, friendly relations -and trust with Israel, even
though it is not always easy." Most of the ministers and Mitterand's personal
aides repeatedly reminded us that President Mitterand "is the first French
president to make an official visit to Israel" and that, in fact, he has visited
the Jewish state 17 times. He has a number of personal friends among Israel's
leaders. Significantly, we were told by Jacques Attali that in June 1981 in
" Luxembourg, President Mitterrand opposed the Venice Declaration and that it is
"no longer our line." (In response to reports that the EEC might adopt another
Middle East declaration on or about March 19, Attali said that he was not sure
about that, adding that "our big problem now in the EEC is now to deal with the
milk problem.") Cheysson ‘also said that "France has a moral and-political
commitment to the development of Israel as a state and people, she must enjoy
the rights of all states and peoples -- that is the cornerstone.of. our: policy."

He noted that "I am responsible for the commitment of the EEC to Israel." He
added that in discussions of Spain'sientry into the EEC, "we have made it a
precondition that Spain must have diplomatic relations with Israel in order to
"enter the EEC." At the same time, Cheysson said, "Arabs should also have the
-ability to express their rights. The Palestinians must have a state to consider
their home, otherwise they will continue to fight in despair as have the Kurds."

He stated that Syria has decided that the Palestinians should have no state
and Assad uses their cause to terrorize the Middle East. Eqypt is not really
interested in the Palestinians, being far more concerned about the one million
Egyptians in the Gulf states. Cheysson then said that "the PLO is needed for
some time in the future" because it is the only entity available to represent
not only the Palestinians on the West Bank and Gaza, but also the'Palestinians
in Jordan and the 300,000 Palestinians in Lebanon. :France has informed the PLO
and Arafat repeatedly that "we will never recognize the PLO unless they Formally
recognize Israel under international law and accept UN 242."

While acknowledging that he has met with Arafat, he said clearly that
President Mitterrand will never receive Arafat until he accepts the legitimacy
of Israel.

Attali said that France's relations with the Arab world would be "an asset
to Israel and to Middle East peace." '"The Arabs consider France the only
go-between them and Israel, even though they know that we are completely with
Israel." (He noted that this relationship made it possible for France to
. negotiate the release of six Israeli soldiers from the PLO in Tripoli, even
though it was dangerous for French soliders.) Attali pointed out that President
Mitterrand has spoken openly of France's support for Israel with secure borders
in the Parliaments and over the media in Riyadh, Morocco, Algiers, and some
Arabs were upset."

Charles Salzmann said that "the change of mind among Arab leaders towards
Israel during the past three years has been amazing. Moderate Arabs are ready
to recognize and live in peace with Israel provided certain things are done for
the Palestinians." Attali said "they know Israel is a fact and part of their
security. Arab countries know that they will not be able to live in a destroyed
Middle East. The dream of a polyethnic Lebanon has become-a nlghtmare for them.
They are now m0v1ng in a good direction.”



While acknowledging his strong ties to Iraq (whase nuclear reactor .he
negotiated) and to other Arab countries, Mayor Jacques Ch&rac of Paris, head of
the neo-Gaullists, said, "If Israel is attacked, the Europeans should im- ~
mediately be on Israel's side. ' We have first to suppmort Israel, but also
support peace. Nobody contest's Israel's right to exist, the problem is that
Israel wants to take territory, settlements, but the poliktical costs are great.”

Cheysson said that he had discussed with Israel's: Prime Minister Shamir,
David Kimche, and Ambassador Soffer that "we must find some Palestinian ex-
pression for their national identity™ and they' agreed. Frmance believes that the
annexation by Israel of the whole West Bank is an impossilbility. Israel does
have a serious security problem. The issue is to creatze an Israeh presence,. '
perhaps along the Allon plan not annexatmn. .

In response to a concern expressed by AJC leaders ovesr "outrageous attacks"
on Jews and Israel at UN forums and at UNESO, Salzmann said that "France does
not go along with that," and that "we. generally oppose lthose attacks on every
international battlefield." The AJC leaders indicated that. generally there has
been no such Western responses, with France frequently aibstamlng Attali and
Salzmann Sald they would look into that.

_ They both indicated that before they acted forcefullys on such international
fronts, they had to change the internal situation in Francee, and they engaged in
a hard battle to reverse the anti-Israel boycott law.. As a result, quiet
exchanges are now taking place between France and Israel mn a number of levels.
They also said that France will seek a united front wiith the United States
regarding UNESCO. :

In general, they concluded, while we have different :@approaches to a number
of these vital issues, we have shared values, and criticism should not overwhelm
our basic commitments to Israel and to peace.

Lebanon

1) Virtually every French official with whom we spoke -- from Socialist
. to Gaullist -- said they were "depressed" wver recent American
behavior in Lebanon. The sudden changes im: iU.S. policy has badly
affected American credibility in the Middle East -- and the third
world. Cheysson said that we were given the iimpression at one stage
- that the U.S. had good working relations with Swria and we respected
that. Based on that, France advised Lebanom to sign the agreement
with Israel. Then when the U.S. was pressed in: :a certain direction,

its military contingents suddenly leave. We dao ot understand that.

France knows that if our security were at stake, the: iU.S. would be there.
But America is no longer credible among our enemies. . Bhamir ("things go well
between us") shares these views. Recent developments: will delay the peace
process by a very long while. It will take much longer ito restore credibility
-- the peace process will be delayed a great many months..

Cheysson reported that in the spring of 1983, KiEng Hussein of Jordan
through our contacts was almost ready for peace negotiatimns. He was assured by
the Americans that if Syria attacked Jordan, the U.S. would assure Jordan's
security. But if the Syrians do not believe that America .could be counted on,



Jordan would not go forward. He added that he did not know what it would take
to restore the U.S.'s credibility but one thing is clear -- if the U.S. says
something, it must to stick to it. :

Cheysson said the credibility factor also affected France's proposed
‘resolution for-a UN military force in Lebanon. He disclosed that Gromyko had
agreed in conversations with him to all the points in the UN Security Council
resolution, specifying air and naval forces but not land action. When the U.S.
withdrew its forces unilaterally, the USSR lost interest. and vetoced the
resolution. -

Cheysson said that the USSR feels that time is on its side. Russia is not.
a prisoner of Syria as demonstrated by its actions elsewhere. Even: though Iragq
is the mortal enemy of Syria's Assad, the USSR has given "spectacular" aid to
Iraq, introducing'SS-12 missiles among other advanced military equipment.. This
was very unpleasant to the Syrians. The USSR also pressed Syria to let Arafat
be saved. The PLO is useful to the USSR.

Attali said that France and the U.S. wanted to avoid the worst massacres
and reduce casualties in Lebanon, and we are paying a terrible price. We are
trying to organize a real stable situation, but that is impossible with the USSR
veto. We are in the core of the storm, and we still hope for some stabilization
within Lebanon. If Lebanon is not adult enough to find a solution, we have done
more than enough to help them: if they are not able to do so, we will draw the
necessary consequences. We have been cheating with reality.

In a somewhat different vein, Cheysson said that there are 11,000 French
"people in Lebanon. They have been there for centuries, with schools,
universities, hospitals. They plan to stay there. Historically, France has
been the protector of the Christian population in Lebanon. Ambassador Galbraith
- ‘told us that "we've been clearly mistaken over Syrian intransigence. The French
recriminate us over U.S. innocence. France is now seeking an honorable way out.
It appears willing to accept Syrian domination over a coalition that is stitched
together. The U.S. is reluctant since there is a convergence of USSR and Syrian
interests. ' '

Mme. Cresson explained that France's $4 billion arms sales to Saudi Arabia
was for defense against Soviet expansionism. There is a great demand from Arab
countries for arms. France is seen as one-sided in its aid to the Arabs, but it
is not understood that France opposes the USSR. France supported the Camp David
accords, but France seeks dialogue. Estier said that even in the face of
"Syrian duplicity" France seeks contacts with every country: there will be no
political solution without talking to everyone." -

Cheysson noted that in light of these developments, Iraq has become
cautious with Syria. He felt that the Iranians do believe that the U.S. and the
other Western powers will not tolerate the closing of the:Hormuz Strait and will
keep it open. '
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Soviet Jewry

The AJC delegation expressed the appreciation of Max Kampelman -and of
American Jewry for the role that France played at the Madrid conference in
support of human rights and particularly of the cause of Soviet Jewry. AJC
acknowledged the fact that President Mitterrand and Foreign Minister Cheysson
- spoke out in behalf of such individual cases as Scharansky, Begun, Sakharov,
among others. But the group felt that France could do more to support the
general movement of Soviet Jewry and other dissidents whose rights have been
denied.

It was pointed out that the American Embassy in Moscow has been especially
helpful in assigning a consul who maintains contacts with the refuseniks, while -
no other Western Embassy does so and the refuseniks feel they are being
neglected. Attali promised us at once that he would during the- coming week
instruct the French Embassy in Moscow to consult with the American Embassy and
seek to find a way to establish similar regular contact with Soviet Jews. He
promised to let us know what happened -- on a confidential basis.

 Africa

The AJC leaders indicated that they were aware that France maintains
extensive contacts with some 20 Francophone African nations in Western and
Central Africa, with some 300,00 French citizens serving there. They explored
the possibility of France serving as a mediator in helping to encourage the
establishment of diplomatic relations between African nations and Israel. Both
Cheysson and Attali indicated that they have been involved in such efforts.
Soffer felt that one of the problems was that France saw Israel as .surrogate for
U.S. economic ‘strategy in Africa, and that was competitive. Nevertheless,
recently President Mitterrand authorized Theo Klein of CRIF to undertake a
mission to advance such relations between Israel and the Ivory Coast, Gabon and
Togo. We underscored that we attached much importance to France's playing a
positive role in this area, since it wculd strengthen the free world's interests
in Africa. -

Ambassador Galbraith said that France has the capacity in some African
countries to promote diplomatic relations with Israel, but would be cautious in
resisting alienating the Arabs. He added that France's most important markets
are in the Third World, and that it is good business for France to be perceived
as championing third world nations.

Economic Relations

An economic specialist, Eric Danone, told us that three-quarters of
France's trade today is with developed countries, contrasting with the 1960s
when colonial trade predominated. There is higher trade between France and West
Germany that there is with the OPEC countries. . Trade with Africa presently is
10 billion francs out of a total trade of 1000 billion francs.

The French economy is in considerable trouble, with inflation, high
unemployment . '
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Mme. Cresson told us that France's economic relations with the U.S. are not
easy. France is known mainly in the U.S. for "food, fragrance .and fashions."
‘Our technology is virtually unknown, and we are unkmown .in the -media. We make
good products -- such as the TGV train (250 mph) -- but we don't know how to
sell., The country historically and culturally is turned inward, not outward.
She added that there is a huge wine market in the United States, but that is
-curtailed by U.S. protectionism. France needs teachers: for training workers in
new technology. '

Mme. Cresson asked for our assistanée in putting her in touch with American
businessmen, industrialists, bankers, media people on her next wvisit to the U.S.

around April 1. We promised to do so. We did indicate that because France has
an image among U.S. people and the Jewish community of being pro-Arab, she will .

have to do something about that. She discussed with aides there- the possibility
of her representing France at the International.:Economic: Conference.in. Israel
this May as a sign of France's positive commitment to Israel.

ONESCO

Mr. Aherne discussed with in frank detail America's distress over UNESCO's.
financial mismanagement and politicization in an anti-West and anti-Israel

manner. He said that U.S. was serious about bringing changes. He asked our
assistance in organizing a constituency in support of the U. S. position. We
also discussed this with Congressman James Scheuer with whom we met in Paris.

VYatican-Israel Relations

In a warm and friendly exchange, His Eminence Jean-Marie Lustiger,.Arch-
bishop of Paris, and the Rev. Bernard du Puys, director of Catholic-Jewish
relations for-the French Catholic bishops spoke affirmatively-about the im-
portant progress that has been made in improving Catholic-Jewish relations in
France and elsewhere. But, the Cardinal added, "the time has come for another
step forward and soon.,” In response to an AJC question about the possibilities
of establishing diplomatic relations between the Vatican and Israel, Cardinal
‘Lustiger said he believed that the atmosphere has improved for such a develop-
ment to take place. The Cardinal, who is a close personal friend of Pope John
Paul II, indicated that he had written an article in a French journal supporting
such Vatican recognition of Israel "as a dramatic step forward,"” that he had
shown it to the Pope and had received a positive response. We were told
confidentially that a priest is presently in Jerusalem drafting-a 40-page
document as a proposed "concordat" between the Vatican and Israel for con-
sideration by the Holy See. Father du Puys suggested that at our next meeting
in Amsterdam with Cardinal Willebrands and Vatican authorities March 27-29 that

- he would propose, with Cardinal Lustiger's support, the setting up of a mixed

Vatican-I1JCIC commission to study the "concordat" and the steps that need to be

taken together to bring about diplomatic ties between the Holy See and Israel..

There was a positive reaction on the part of the AJC delegation, encouraging
this direction. '
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Following a vigorous exchange with Paul Balta regarding our perception of
the pro-Arab and pro-PLO bias of Le Monde, Mr. Balta acknowledged that that was
the case. He invited AJC to send him materials dealing with Middle East issues
and approaches to religious-racial-ethnic pluralism which he said he would
consider for publication or adaption in the Middle East section of Le Monde. In
general, we were given the impression that much of the press and media in many
European countries were unfriendly to Israel -- even though large segments of
the populations were friendly and fairer to the Jewish State. The entire area
of interpretation of Israel and Jewish concerns in the Eurcpean media is worthy
of consideration as a project for AJC, in coopé%ation with European Jewish
communities. Exchange programs with European editors and writers to the United
States was also talked about. ;

Summary

At a debriefing session, the AJC officers believed that this was a re-
markably useful mission on many levels. They agreed to meet together in the
. United States and to discuss what programs need to be implemented by AJC in
order to realize some of the significant opportunities that were opened to us by
this mission.

Report prepared by

Marc H. Ténenbaum,.Direqtqr. _
International Relations Department
American Jewish Committee

March 12, 1994
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SCHEDULE OF MEETING OF AJC LEADERS WITH FRENCH

SUN., FEB. 26

4:00 P.M.

MON., FEB. 27

8:30 A.M.

10:30—12 Noon

12:30 P.M.
3:15 P:M.

5:00 P.M.

6:00 P.M.
' TUES . FEB 28
'8:30 A.M.

10:30 A.M. .

11:30 A.M.

1:00 P.M.

| O

GOVERNMENT AND OTHER OFFICIALS

FEBRUARY 26 THROUGH MARCH 2, 1984
PARIS, FRANCE

——— ——— i —— — — —— — — — —

AJC leaders meet for briefing session, Hotel Bristol
Howard Friedman, President, presiding

Dinner, evening free-

Orientation meeting with Teaders of French Jew1sh com-
munity, Théo Klein, President of CRIF, presiding (This
is a breakfast meeting at the Hotel Br1st01 and will
conclude at 10:00 A.M.)

Briefing session on Franco-American relations by rep-
resentatives of the French Government - M. Eric Danone,

Chief of Service of Ministry of External Trade and Tour-
ism; at French Center for External Commerce (CSCE), :

10, . avenue a Iena, 75016 Parts
Luncheon
Meeting with U.S. Ambassador to France, Evan Galbraith,

at U.S. Embassy (Richard Curran for br1ef1ng) 2, avenue .
Gabriel, 75008 Paris

Meeting with Ambassador Ovadia Soffer, Israel Embassy

3, rue Rabelais, 75008 Paris

Dinner and evening free

AJC Breakfast, Hotel Bristol

Mme. Edith Cresson, Minister of External Trade and

Tourism, 41, quai Branly, 75007 Paris

M. Louis Schweitzer, Director of Staff, Ministry of

- Industry ‘and Research, 101, ruve de Grenelle, 75007 Paris.

Méeting with Beate:and Serge K1ansfe1d,'Hote1 Bristol



TUES., FEB. 28 continued

3:30 P.M.
7:30 P.M,

FEB. 29
9:30 A.M.

WED.,

11:30 A.M.

4:00 P.M.

5:45 P.M.

7:30 P.M.

THURS., MAR. 1

8:30 A.M.

10:00 A.M.

-12:30 P.M.

3:30 P.M.

6:15 P.M.

FRI., MAR. 2

10:15 A.M.

M.- Gaston Deferre, Minister of Interior and Decentral-
ization, Mayor of Marseilles, Place Beavau, 75800 Paris

Reception by Mme. Cresson for AJC leaders at Ministry of
Industry and Tourism, 41, quai Branly, 75007 Paris

Meeting with Hon. Robert'Aherne, Deputy Delegate, ‘U.S.
Mission to UNESCO, 1, rue Miollis, 75015 Paris

Meet1ng'w1th M. Claude Estier President, Fareign -Affairs
Commission of the National Assembly, Nat1ona1 AssembTy

126, rue de 1'Université€, 75007 Paris

Meeting with Mr. Llewellyn (New Zealand), Director of
Economic Affairs, OECD ( Organization of' Economic Cooper-
ation and Development, 19, rue de Franqueville, 75016 Paris

Meeting with M. Jean Daniel, Editor-in-Chief, Nouvel
Observateur, (on East-West relations, foreign policy,

Middle East, Africa), 11, rue d'Aboukir, 75002 Paris

Meeting with Henry Hajdenberg and Dawid.Buk, leaders of

Jewish Renewal Movement, at Hotel Bristol

Mr. Robert Curran. Political Counselor, Mr. Tom Delaney,

Le Monde, at Hotel Le Br1sto1, 112

USIA, at U.S. Embassy, 2, avenue Gabriel, 75008 Paris

Meeting with M. Jacques Chirac, Mayor of Par1s, Mairie
de Paris,. 75004 Paris

Luncheon, M. Paul Balta, Editor of Middle East section of
rue du Faubourg Saint-

Honore, 75008 Paris

Meeting with M. Robert Badinter, Minister of Justice, at

‘Ministry of Justice, 13, place Vendﬁmm 75001 Paris

Meeting with His Em1nence Jean-Marie ‘Cardinal Lustiger,
Archbishop of Paris, and The Rev. Bermard du Puys,: Direc-

‘tor of the Secretariat of Catholic-Jewish Relations,

French Conference of Catholic Bishops:

Meeting with M. Claude Cheysson, Foreign Minister, at
the Foreign Ministry, 37, quai d'Orsay, 75007 Paris




FRI., MAR. 2 continued

11530'A.M. o= M. Jiggges Att&Ti, Special Advisor to President ‘Mitterrand,
~and M. Charles:Salzmann, ‘Special Advisor ‘to the ‘President
for Foreign Policy and High Technology '

President Francois Mitterrand
Palais ‘de 1'Elysee, 75008 Paris

4:00 P.M. - M. Théo Klein, President, CRIF

- 6:30 P.M. - Kabbalat Shabbat Servies with Chief Rabbi Siratg Grand
P Synagogue, 44, rue de la Victoire, 75009 Paris '

rr

84-550-16
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5:00 P.M.
6:00 P.M.
TUES., FEB. 28

8:30 A.M.

Ko 10:30 A.M.

11:30 A.M.
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3:15 P.M.
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SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS OF AJC LEADERS WITH FRENCH

GOVERNMENT AND OTHER OFFICIALS

FEBRUARY 27 THROUGH MARCH 2, 1984
PARIS, FRANCE

AJC Leaders meet for briefing session, Hotel Bristol
Howard Friedman, President, presiding

Dinner, evening free

? 4{0\/’\-‘

Orientation meeting with leaders of French Jewish community, Bm/b“
Théo Klein, President of CRIF, presiding (This is a breakfast

. meeting at the Hotel Bristol and will conclude at 10:00 A.M.)

Briefing session on Franco-American Relations by representa-
tives of the French Government - M. David, Chief of Service
of Ministry of External Trade and Tourism; at French Center
for External Commerce (CSCE), 10 Ave. G'lena

Luncheon

Meeting with U.S. Ambassador to France, Evan Galbraith,
At U.S. Embassy (Richard Curran for briefing)

assador Ovadia Soffe_r, Israel Embassy =

T\f aq/’
Dinner and evening free (as of now)

AJC Breakfast, Hotel Bristol

Mme. Edith Cresson, Hinister of External Trade and Tourism
41 Quai Bran]y (VII District)

M. Louis Schweitzer, Director of Staff, Ministry of Industry
and Research, 101 rue de Grenel]e (VII District)

ofenn<
M. Gaston Deferre, Minister of Interior and Decentralization, —
Maycr of Marseilles, Place Beauvau (VII District) ] Qﬂ)i”
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WED., FEB. 29 nm Estier, Pve s, Fover g A’%ﬂ ’

Elson —> Geel
4:00 P.M. - M.[ Aﬁders@, Director of Economic Affairs, OECD

2 rue Henri Pascal[ |4 rue de Frang uemile

5:45 P.M. - M. Jean Daniel, Editor-in-Chief, Nouvel Observateur (on

Guire glsom M atev East-West relations, foreign policy, Middle East, Africa)

THURS. , MARCH 1 RG’@
&.Gﬁ‘."'hw 10:00 A.M. - M. Jacques Chirac, Mayor of Paris, City Hall of Paris (lfqﬂ

. 0Senn< = :
- 12:30 P.M. - Luncheon, M. Paul Balta, Editor-in-Chief, Middle East
L- N”"’"’ | section, Le Monde
@\\wﬂ 3:30 P.M. - M. Robert Badinter, Minister of Justice, 13 Place Vendome
| (I District) Crime death femaliv [ hvelo bmtc;‘tf

FRI., MARCH 2 . A old
tfg\:ﬁ—_ duphuh—-{{ 3% wor /
‘i"i'O:OD A.M. - M. Claude Cheysson, Foreign Minister, 37 Quai d'Orsay
. ]

Qoo
M. Jacques Attali, Special Advisor to President Mitterrand

o 11:30 A.M.
%y M. Charles Salzmann, Technical Advisor to Palais Elysee
' for Foreign Policy and High Technology L..‘um—)

dbu-‘
sl de \v“"‘g"“‘ﬁ \‘F'Mresident Mitterrand :

¢ Cr-go , ‘ :
@30 P.M. - Kabbalat Shabbat services with Chief Rabbi Sirat
Grand Synagogue

Note: The visit to Marseilles scheduled for Wednesday was called off since
the Mayor of Marseilles will be in Paris for his meeting with us.
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“Ruld /q s~ ‘SCHEDULE,OF MEETINGS .OF AJC LEADERS WITH FRENCH GOVERNMENT ¥ OTHER
J@OFFIGIALS, _FEB. 27 .THBOUGH,I‘.‘{KR/CH 2, 198l, PARIS, FRANCE

3
________ {- T LT
ﬁu“ﬂ> SUN., FEB. 26 - \
L.P.M., - AJC Leaders meet for briéfing session, Hotel Bristol
Howard Friedman, President, Presiding
Dinner, evening free
%]/~ ‘MON., FEB. 27 -
8:30 A.M, - Orientation meeting with leaders of French Jewiéh
w community, Theo Klein, Bresident of CRIF, presiding
PRl (This is a breakfast méeting at the Hotel Bristol and
F;y;f' % will conciide at 10 a.m.)
3~ '
s 10 - 12 a.m. - Briefing session on Franco-American Relations
- éﬁﬁiﬁ by representatives of the French Government .
A E;yaa?zjMﬂﬁnnrﬂﬂfW%h:aé=£ﬂ4hqym$ to be determined)
" ; ’ Chae{ L
Cﬁf’%ﬁ‘f'gﬁg e Exf hansl 1§wd¢,. CSCE. /o W M. ?th&, [P
%ﬁ;¢§< 12:30 p.m. - Luncheon H'Lena Eg CLltsgond

A

é%?ﬁ p.m, = Meeting with US. Ambassador to Frnnqe,gGalbraith
35 At U.S. Embassy (Richard Curran for briefing)
e yol'o- 2 i
Jr; y:00 p.m, = M. Claude fheysgon, ¥Woreign Minister of France,

wa*\ A review of\French Foreign Policy . G
6"1%(" (Time and plmce to be )confirmed) v
-Q : 6:00 p.m, - Dinner and evening free (as of now)

TUES., FEB. 28 -

8:30 A.M. - AJC Breakfast, Hotel Bristol

18:30 A.M.

Mme, Edith Cresson, Minister of External Trade
_ and Tourism- 4l Cﬁsuu éva. nly (0 ﬁr\,\/pwl.k«-vx)
11:30 A.M. - M, Lawren-Habius, Minister of Industry and Research
Lywis Setwet Nty 'Q-;faé-\ Ot A, Stots, 1O (T de
3:30 P.M., - M. Gaston Deferre, Minister of He Iﬁ&irior, Mayor

of Marseilles Qs Vet
‘ " Plaee Bequvau (vig DigpneA” 2
5: 00 P.M. - Meek ng with Isrseli Ambassador to France, Ovadia y

Soff at Israeli Embassy
WED., FEB., 29 -

Proposed visit to nuclear reactor installation near Lyons
(Times to be set for following meetings:)

M. Philip Guerin, Diregtor of OECD |
N Fy
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WED., FEB. 29 (Cont'd) Diretn § 43‘—"*‘_;“,5‘;: NS pasesl

Mr. Jean Daniel, Editor9in-Chief, Nouvel Cbserviter
(on East-West relations, foreign policy, Middle Egst, Africa

Mr. Paul Balta, Editor-in-Chief, Middle East section,
Le Monde

Mme . Simone qul, former president of the EuPOpean Parliament

Mrs. Jean Girard, U.S. representative to UNE8001

SH - Jeen Damiu, ﬁd:h-,,‘- Tf, Mowetf O

THURS.; MARCH 1 '
.,“g?ﬂM
16:00 E.M, - M, Chlrac, Mayor of Paris Glzg \ha R ], Poric

12:30 P.M. - Luncheon- M. Paul BA-H:'-L ‘EAdw M kdle mrscchmf/t‘ Py
3:30 P.M, - M, Robert Badinter, Minister of Justice
. 13 Place Vewdome (T Disinee)
FRI'! MARCH P }0 qn.. - M. Claude a-lﬂlﬁ“ 37 GPH-M ‘l 6v5e7
_ m—f ' MITTERANVD
Qﬁgf, 11:30 AM, - M. Jacques Attall, f Advisor to President ME8terand
= Lbk“‘“{

fT'
M. Charyfés Salzmannl Gtrief Advisor to Press-Mitterand
for Foreign Policy and High Technology f’“{“ﬂf
’ ' E(1f¢¢
President Mitterand -~

5:30 P.M. - Kabbalat Shabbat services with Chief Rabbi Sirat
: Grand Synagogue

#*The visit to Marseilles scheduled for Wednesday was called off
since the Mayor of Marseilles will be in Paris for his meeting
with us.
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® FRENCH WINE STILL FILLING AMERICAN
GLASSES——FOR NOW

® NOTES ON JEWISH AFFAIRS
® BRIEFS

FRENCH WINE STILL FILLING AMERICAN
GLASSES--FOR NOW

In.a decision greeted with relief in many European capitals, the International
Trade Commission (ITC) March 6 rejected the complaint lodged by the Aligned
Grape Growers for Faiy Trade against alleged dump1ng ‘of European wine on the
American market. ! :

American wine growers failed to convince the American executive branch
commission that European Economic Community producers were subsidized by
their governments permitting them to se]l wine at less than cost and harming
U.S. viticulturalists. S

While foreign producers supply only 20 to 30 percent of the total American
wine market, .the European share of the market for still table wines is
significant. Still wine lacks the carbon dioxide produced during the
fermentation process creating the bubbles associated with champagne and other
sparkling wines. In 1983, Italian exports accounted for 58 percent of these
American imports. France held second place with 17 percent and the Federal
Republic of Germany made 11 percent of total European sales to the United
States that year. While Italy's share of the American market stagnated this
year, posting only a 0.7 percent increase over 1982, the German share rose by
14 percent, and France gained 25 percent over last year.

This document was prepared by the Press apd Information Service of the French Embassy, 972 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 (Tel: 212 570-4400).

It may be reproduced wholly or in part. Requests for further information will be welcomed. .




French exports of medium-priced table wine to the United States have been
increasing over the past few years, but in 1983, top-quality wine sales rose
as well. Total French still wine sales to the U.S. in 1983 exceeded 22.3
million gallons.

There are three main reasons for the growth of French wine sales in the U.S.
First;. Americans are drinking more wine in general; wine consumption in the
Un1ted States is onanupward curve. In 1970, the United States imported
only 20.4 million gallons of still wine (Iess than 14 percent alcohol) for
$90.9 million.

By 1983, the quantity of imports of still table wine reached 46.9 million

gallons at a dollar value of $135.6 million--an increase of over 100 percent

in 13 years. (This f1gure excludes sherries and other aper1t1f wines,) Second,
the strong dollar vis-a-vis the French franc has made French wine more affordable
for the American consumer than it was in the past, and in particular, has made

it quite competitive with American wines. Third, the fact that French exports

of higher-priced wines are expanding, an increase of 25 percent from 1982 to
1983, shows a growing sophistication of the American taste for wine.

French wine sold in the United States is divided into two main quality groups:
"vin de table" which is everyday drinking wine, and "vin d'appellation" which
is.a higher quality wine. The best French wines such as the well-known
Lafite-Rothschild, are "vins d'apellation." For these wines, the label
indicates the precise region or chateau where the wine is made. Winemakers
whose wines fall into this category are registered with the government and the
quality is carefully controlled.

Ordinary table wine exported by France to the U.S. is higher in quality and price
than a comparable "vin de table" is in France, according to French commercial
officials. These factors buttressed the European position before the American

- trade .commission: European producers are not dumping cheap wines on the
American market. : ' . -

The recent ITC finding prevents the Department of Commerce from placing tariffs
on European wine imported into the U.S.--at least for the present. Many in
American agriculture fear European retaliation against other agricultural
exports if the government raises the duty on imported wine. Wine is Europe's
major agricultural export to the United States.

The ITC decision is expected to be appeled by the California wine growers.
According to officials close to the negot1at1ons, no final decision on the
matter can be expected for the next six months to a year.
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NOTES ON JEWISH AFFAIRS

The responses to the following questions, posed by members of the National
Assembly to Ministér of External Relations Claude Cheysson, are reprinted
below. The replies are excerpted from the Journal Officiel, the French
equivalent of the U.S. Congresazonal Reco*a"'E'TTr7ﬁEUT?T§3 appeared on
March 5, 1984.

QUESTION:

Mr. Georges Sarre directed the attention of the Minister of External Relations
to the Tate of the Syrian Jewish community, settled predominantly in Damascus,
Ale and Kamishli. The subject of years of harassment and restrictions, and
deprived of the freedom of movement within the country, Syrian Jews are now
being denied the right to emigrate. He therefore asked whether France's
representatives who had visited Syria had been able to intervene in this matter
. and what result they had achieved. In addition, he sought to know whether
the minister was proposing to step up these efforts.

ANSWER:

+ In accordance with the guidelines determined by the French President, the
\government places great emphasis on the observance of human rights in all

countries. It has often intervened with foreign governments, including that
of Syria, to stress the importance it attaches to individual freedom of movement.
France particularly insists on respecting the right to emigrate, especially

with regard to members of Jewish communities. But it does not wish to publicize
its interventions in a manner that might adversely affect their effectiveness
since all governments consider this matter as lying within their own sovereignty.

QUESTION:
Mr. Emmanue] Hamel drew the minister's attention to an article in the Israeli

T press reporting that France may propose an amendment to United Nations Security
Council resolution 242. He asked whether this report was true.

ANSWER:

In the French view, U.N. resolution 242, adopted unanimously by the Security
Council on November 22, 1967 outlines principles governing: any negotiated
settlement of the Middle-East conflict. While this resolution provides for the
Israeli withdrawal from the territories they occupied in 1967 and for the right
of all countries in the region--including Israel--to live in peace within secure
and recognized frontiers, it does not mention the rights of the Palestinian
people.
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For this reason on July 29, 1982 with Egypt, France tabled a draft resolution
in the Security Council. This measure, while confirming resolution 242,
provides for "the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian people--their
right to self-determination with all that it .implies." This agreement would
mean that "the Palestinian people will have to be represented and consequently
that the Palestinian Liberation Organization will join in the negotiations."

The text of the draft proposal also calls for mutual and simultaneous
recognition of the parties concerned. The article appearing in the Israeli
press probably refers to this initiative which has been supported by the member
countries of the European Community. France reserves the right to present this
draft to the Security Council when deemed worthwhile. '

Other French action directed towards Jews unable to emigrate centered on the
U.S.S.R. Mrs. Aviva Koutchinski, president of the French committee for
solidarity with Jews in the U.S.S.R. met with First Secretary Alexander Avdeev
for three hours March 2 at the Soviet Embassy in Paris.

Talks centered on the "refusniks," Jews who have been den1ed perm1ss1on to
emigrate to Israel, the French news agency, Agence :

Mrs. Koutchinski requested that more exist visas be processed 1mmed1ate1y In
particular, she mentioned the cases of the following Jews: Josif Begun,

Anatoly Scharansky, Ida Nudel, Vladimir Slepak, Simon Schnirman, Yuri Tarnopolski
and Leonid Keiber. '

The Soviet representative claimed that only twu_ggrcent of exit visa reques£hj
Israel had not been granted. According to the French news agency report, Fbwever,
he "admitted that there was a Jewish emigration problem in the Soviet Union.

As for political news, former French President Valery Giscard d'Estaing has
announced his candidacy for the legislative elections set for 1986. Giscard
d'Estaing made his announcement during a televised broadcast March 5 and suggested
at that time that he was viewing the presidential elections in 1988 an eye

to running, reported the Agence France Presse on March 6. —_—

The neo-Gaullist-edged out the communist slate by seven percent this week in a
minor. by-election held to replace the communist mayor of Limeil-Brevannes. The
Parisian suburb was forced to call new elections * ¢~ - "= irreqularities
were uncovered regarding the elections held last March. Although the left has
stood firm in two by-elections held since last spring, eight towns have slipped
over to the opposition since then.
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SPECIAL TO JTA

PRESSDENT MITTERAND'S VISIT TO U.S. HOLDS MEANING
FOR AMERICAN JEWS, SOVIET JEWRY AND ISRAEL
by Mafc H. Tanenbaum
(Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is director of international relations for

the American Jewlsh Committee, has just returned from a mission
to France.) ,
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NEW YORK - The current visit of President Francois Mitterand of
France to the United States is primarily devoted to strengbhening
Franco-American relations, but clearly has vital implications
for Israel, Soviet Jewry, and American Jewry.

| That conclusion results from a high-leval mission to France
Just .concluded by American Jewish Committee leaders who met with '
President Mitterand, Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson, Gaullist |
Mayor of Paris Jacques Chirac, and six other ministers of the
French Cabinet. That sense of the present moment was agso reinforced
for us through extended conversations with the U.S., Ambassador to
France, Evan Glabraith; Israeli Ambassador to Fpance, Ovadia Soffer;
-the U.S. delegation to UNESCO; and with French Jewish leaders headed
by Theo Klein, president of CRIF; David de Rothschild, president
of the Fonde.Sociale Juif Unifie (FSJU); Jean Paul Elkann, president
of the Consistoire; Mme. Nicole Goldman, diredtor of the European
Council of Jewish femmihk® Communities; and several leading French
journalisté.

'Throughout all our conversations with President Mitterand and
his two impressive Jewish aides, Jacques Attali and Chaptes Salzmann,
as weil as with other key Fvenqh govarnmeﬁt officials, two centreal
themes emepgedf |

(a) France shares fundamental democratic values with the

" United States and therefore is committed to holding human ri hts
| ; SANVENLLTN S+ INACTSHd & 8
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(b) Prance perceives the Soviet Union as a major threat to
frée societies and ﬁo human rights, and must therefore be resisted.
While the image of France is many circles is that of a jaded
colonial power, our rich exveriences persuaded us that France today
must be taken seriously as a "mini-supgrpower" that has global interests
in.viptually e&ery part of the world, Defense experts report that
| next to the U.S. and the Soviet Union, France has the lamgest military
”fdrce, nuclear cabacity, and maval fleets-spreadléver critical areas
of t he world., Therefore, France must looked upon as a vital ally of
the United Stétes, and'her foreign policy can be crucial for the
interests of ;srael in the Middle East, the Europsén community, Africa,
'and_Latin Ameri ca, ' |
Undér Foreign Minisfer Chesson, with whom we met for more than
an hour in intense review of foreign policy, it became clear that
France is pursuing an assertive "dpuble—trachﬁ foreign course, F?anqe
supports the United States in vigdrous resistance to Soviet sxpansiﬁnism.
At the same time, France is seeking to Open.dialogue with the Soviet
_ ﬁnion and is widening its commercial ties with Russia and her &l lies.
During our talks with Mr. Cheysson and Nessrg. Attali end
Ealzman;lﬂoward Friedman, AJC president expressed appreciation fob
France's championing the cause of individual Soviet Jewish refuseniks,
but pressed France to bé-come more vigorous in supporting the broader
cause of Soviet Jéwish emigfation. We got a commitment from these
"prench officials they would press the cause of Soviet Jewry in their
widening dialogue with Soviet authorities.-Signficantly; we were
nromised!:hét the French Embassy in Moscow would %mskrmmk become more
actively involved in arramging direct contact with Soviet Jewish

refuseniks as does the U.S. Embassy in Moscow,

\
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On the Middle East, France also follows a "double-track” policy.
- President Mitterand is portrayed as the foremost frienq of Israel,_.
noting that he has been to Israel 17 times, and is the first French
president to make an official visit to the Jewish State. While
Mr. Cheysson firmly stated that "Isrsel is the cornerstone of
France's policy in the Middle East," he specializes in maintaining
_ gédd relations with the Apab states and with the PLO's Yasir
Arafat. | - | _ - |
Cheysson told us.that.whiie'he has met with Ararat, he wénted

us to know that it.French policy thgt President Mitteramd will not .
receive Arafat until he recoggizes Israel's legitimacy and givés up
- 1ts campaign of terrorism. Jacques Attali, the bril]iaht young Algerian
Jew ého 1s the closest foreigﬁ policy advisor to Mitterand, told us,
"The Apabs consider Rrance - which has a iong history of involvement
in the ﬁvab world - the only go~between them and Isrsel, e ven though
'they know we are complsestely with Israel.h He added that France's
relations with the #akx Arab world would be "aﬁ asset to Israel
and to Middle East-peace.“ French auﬁhoritiea said that was especially
" important now that the United States has lost credibility in thé
Arab world since withdrawing its military forces precipitously from
Lebanon, |

Charles Sglzmann said that "the change of mind among Arab
leadeps towards Israel during the past thbée'yeava has been amazing.
Moderate Arabs are ready to recognize and live in pegece with Israei
provided certain things are done for the Palestinians." Attali said
"they know that Israel is.a fact and part of their security., Arab
countries know that they will not be able to live in a destroyed

Middle East. The @ream of a polyethnic Lebanon has become a nightmare
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for them., They are now moving in a good direction.”
Fn Africa, France today is a major éconpmic and political
force and that 600 has implicﬁticns for America and esp%ﬁéflly for
Israel, There are now some 300,000 Fpenchmen working inﬂppedominantly
French-speakine countries in West and CentrallAfrica. T he AJC
delegation said that Americans and‘Amepican Jews feel strongly
- about the importance of reestablishing diplomatic relations between
Xearza Israel an& the African nations, snd we urged France to use
its good offices to encourage that development. Attali and other
foreign service people indicated that they regard this as an
important issue and will pursue its implam@ntation.
£ We then expressed our prdfound concern over the growing
| pattern of attacks on Isreel and Jews at the United Natiéns, UNESCO
and other international agencies. We pointed out that while the
United States has couragesously responded to these attacks, Fravnne
and Western powers hage generelly sat-by péssively. We insisted
that France must stand by the side of the United States, together
with other Wgétern powers, is combatting these vile incitements
of-anti-SBmitism,'antiézionism, and vulgar bigotry. A number of
French officials appeared to be v{sibly moved by our feelings and
promised they would look into why their representatives have been
derelict in the facé of such verbal violence against Jews and Isrsael.
Finally, it beceame ckear that the French government is
deeply interested in improving its relations with American Jews.
France'!s economy is in trouble and their government is determined
~ to improve their exports of high-technology to the U.S., not just
their "food, fragrances, and fashions." They are also concerned about
their weak or negative images of France in America's media, Théy are

persudded that American Jews can help them. We don't plan to
dizapnoint them. far tnn mianh 1a e+ etalrn Pac ccmma wo.
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H. s ‘34”4”‘ The weekend Program we have deferred to fhis evenlng,

the yonsideration of a very narrow even an esofteric suoject We
try to have a subject that really would be so focused that it would
inﬁolve OQIy oﬁe set of-considerations, and everybody could then
concéntrate upoﬁ it and resolve it in a sitting of-a'couple of hours,
and in order to assist us in that process we didn't tell either of
of opr.presentorslwhat the program was, because we wanted to get
people who didn't know anything about it at all, and notify them
very shortly before the evening event that they are going to be
mking presentations in order to test their capacity, salmost extempor-
aneouéiy,.almost impromtu alike, to see if they can deal with this
very narrow and simple subject.

_ In all seriousness, we are going to talk about
Israel, United States and the middle-east this evening. Gordy
will start it with a somewhat broad journey as it were, among the
three prongs of that question, and then Al will supplement what

Gordy talks about by looking at these complexities from the point

‘ -of view of their impact internally in Israel, and then we will all

~participate ‘in an open discussion Questions—Observations_after the

two of them have made thelr observations,

PA: Gordy .

-dgﬂhaén»¢zhggué,Quite_specifically what I intend to do, is to try

to assess the current situation in the middle east, and then to
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talk of the issues of American-lsrael relations, and then to talk

- of the ¢onsequences of these changes on the Program of The American

Jewish»Committee, Now, to talk to thls sophisticated audience, I'm
going to use'alob of shorthand because'there is alot of inforpation
that.you know that I don‘t.want to repeat, but, in order to really
takema,look at the context of change, it is necessary that we look
at the }eéion from several different persbecbive;.

First, I want to look at it from the point of Soviet-
American. Secondly, I want to look at it from the point of view of -,
the entire middle-east, ahd I am: talking about the qiddle-east that
goes from the mediterranean, all the way through to the Persian Gulf. _

I want to 1look at ArabfAfab. I want to look at the issue in Lebanon,

~and then I want to look at Israel and the Arab world, and then I

want to take a 1look at the Gulf States.

A1l of that in 5 minutes, because next I'm going
to talk about American-Israel. | |

Let me start by talking about whats happened I think,
in the past 18-24 months in respect to the East-West as characterizéd
by Soviet-America. I happen to think that the primary objective for
both barties is to assure access tq the free flow of oil out of the
Persian Gulf, and in the cdntext of‘maintéining assured access the
Soviets have over the period_of the past twenty some years, managed
to extend their influence from Ethiopia through ‘the south of Yemen,
hnow with troops in Afghanistan, with backing doth Iraq and Iran, |

and with client state in Syria. -
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In ﬁhefﬁaét périod:since the ILebanon invasion, the

Syrians have permlitted and the Soviets have agreed, to resupply

and permit Soviet troops to the extent of/gbggg troops manning

the missele bgsis:inside.of Syria., So the Soviet presence in the-
region is stronger today then it was several years ago, and the
Syrian position visa-ve,'the'remainder of the Arab states is str§ngef
today then it was p:ior to the Isfael invasion of Lebanon. "In spite
of the decisive deétruction-by the Israelies of the Syrian surface
aﬁd missle sites today, they are stronger and théy héve more modern
up-td—date equipment _

Secondly, that as a. consoquen"e of the inability of
the west to stop the perry of the Soviet and the Syrian play in
Lebanon, Syrian's creditability throughout the Arab world is much
| higher, and Egypt's position visa-ve throughout the Arab'wor1d is
much lower, and the S5v1et position visa-ve the Arab world is
much stronger, and the Amerléan creditabiliﬁy.in the Arab world is
muéh lower. AsS a general chéracterization, that is what I think
is Happening. |

- Now, at the same time it has not been all pluses
for the Soviets, they are tied up in Afghaniston with 120,000
troops, and they would like to flgufe out a way to get out, and they
don't know how to get out. At the same time, the fact that they are
there, the fact that thé'Syrigns permit Soviets to remain in Syria
is not lost on the Gulf States, and the Gulf States who fear greatly

both, the power of the Soviets and the power of their client states,
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p1u5 the rise of Moslem Fundementalism which threatens the very
stability of.the region is 1ookihg for some way to counter the
-threat of the Soviets, and carry the threat of Moslem Fundémentalism
and has looked to the west without finding in the offers made oy
the United States, a play that they think would secure their regires.
They have choosen_to play a2 game on their own. What you find the
Saudis have been doing, 1s'buying'off all tﬁeir potential enemies,
and that game is the gaﬁe that they continue to play. They pay
off the P.L.0. all factions. They pay off Iran. They pay off
South Yemen. They pay off North Yemen. The likelihood is,that is,
the game they will continue to play; It has been almost two years
since the AWAC's battle and maybe 2% years and there has been no
significant change 16 Saudi posture or policy visa-ve, &he west
as a.conseqUence of'the AWAC sale in that intérvening period of time,
the bottom.line:is, that we are not believable and creditable as.an
alternative in the minds.of,bﬁe Saudis;to assuring their own regimes
survival, and they weould rather play the game of buying off their
enemlies then trying to create the conditions under which they provoke
thgm by gebﬁing in bed with the.ﬁnited States. ) -
Now, the context of thaﬁ,let me move to the Arab-Arab
'jstruggle,.because iﬁ_thelcontekt of Arab-Arab, you have the Syrian
occupation of the Lebanon, You have the Syrian threat to Jordan.
You have the continuing, but unresolved Irag-Syrian dispute,
and you héve in the context of Nbrth and South Yemen, a continuing .

unresolved area of tension. At the same time in the context of
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‘MOslem—Moélem, you have the Iranian-Iraq war..  You have the whole
phenomenom of"the Sheite-Sonl aplit which sends people bananas in
trying”to understand what's really going in the middle-east, because
we in the west basicaliy do not appreciate the power of passion in
the minds oflpeople ﬁho are.dominated_by religious beliefs. Because
we have tended to down play religion, and we do not appreciate the
extent of what. religious passi&n can dominate andlcontrol the
behavior of men. 'Nbﬁ,'we have seen a bit-of it recéntly, and we
are beginning to resurfact the whole‘issue, when sulcide squads can
go and attack marine barracks or ﬁhen«suicide squﬁds can go hit an
Israeli Embassy or whatever, It awakens the phenomenon of what
belief can do in terms of domiqating a man's behavior. 1In the
ontext of that, whenlyou have in Syria a 70% Suni majority and you
have a émall minority thet 1s a branch of the Sheites in control,
the allwhites, in Syria, and next to'Syria in Iragq you have the
phenomenon of a majority that is Sheite, 70% Sheite, and a léadership
that is a minority that is Suni and next door to Iran which is '
majority Sheité,-and the inter—relatloﬁship of the Sheite and the
Sunl conflict with each other, tends to affect the manner of which
'“me political behavior of these countries play out,
At the same time, inside of the Gulf, where you have
a moderate Suni phenomenon in dbminence; there is this great feaf
of the rise of the Sheites and the rise of Moslem Fundamentalism
for both the Suni and the Sheites, The bottom line in my view is
that long term stability in the region is going to be greatly

affected by this phenomenon of religious fanaticism, and no one is
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éure exactly how to counﬁér it, and nd ong is sure where it 1is
ultimately going to end up. |
| Now, let me move for a minute to Lebanon. Inside
of Lebanon, I think it is_élear the most thoughtfﬁl obsérvers,
that de facto partition has occurred. That there is no way to
reunify the Lebanon withopt.the_remoyal pf all foreign troops,
énd there is no way to get all foreign troops out shortlof military
confrontation between either the Americans or the Israelies or both,
and the Syriaﬁs.A'Neither the Americans nor the Israelies have the
will or the 1n¢1;pation to go to war against Syria in order to re-
unite Lebanon., Consequently, the likelihood is that the Syri&ns
will remaiﬁ for an indefinite period of time, and will effectively
achieve .their objective which is either direct control or sub-
stanﬁial influence upon the political'configurations, and political
decision making which takes place within the Lebanon. |
| Essentially, Israel will retain control of the South
of Lebanon. .Essentially, the Syrians will retain control of north
and eést, and the whole issue fhat is reaily being debated is
whether or not there will be a Third Power Block in Beirut, or
whether or not that will fall to the hand§ of someone else. But
whether the Jamael Government can Qonbrol Beirut 1is really the
question that.is being discussed. Not whethér the-Jaméel.Government
- can reunify Lebahon. |
Next, let me move/gze'whoie issue of Israel-Arabp.
Because in the context of Arab-Israel, thé:most important_phenomenon

in my view (a) that the peace treaty with Egypt did hold throughout
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the whole period of the Lebanese war. Now the fact is that it is
a cold peacé, but nevertheless it is a éeace. Given that it is
a cold peace, there are some very serious tensions between Egypt
and Israel surrounding the posture of Egyptians to live up to the
letter and the spirit of the Camp David accords. The absence of
an Ambassador in Israel. The cancelling of tourism. . The cancelling
of séﬁfdafs._“The aﬁti-semitic literature and cartoéns which are
permitted to be published in Egypt. All of those are eyidence\of
a lack of committment to really developing the kind of normalization
that was énViSioned when the peace treaty was sighed. The consequence
of that 1s several fold, Nb; 1, it is a disinsentiﬁe to the Israelies
to consider further_tefrotorial compormises for peace in the advancing :
peace process forward. No., 2, remember Erins Cohen or God, voted
agaiﬁst-Camp:David, Shamir was President of bhe Kennesit and obstained,
but certainly wésn't sympathetic and supportive, and a conéequence
of the failure of the Egyptians to live up to the spirit of Camp
David is to create more internal domestic pressure for annexzation
within Israel. _ |

Now, ‘Al is going to talk about Israel and domestic
consideraﬁibns inside so I won't deal with that any further.

The next point that I want to deal with is the fact that -
in Egypt's eagerness to be accepted, and to return to the Arab fold,
the comments that were méde by King Hassan of Morrocco 1ast.week
wiﬁh regard to private conversations that_he had with Mubaric, wherein

Mubaric allegedly said "that Camp David was dead". That Egypt“had




PA: Gordy o - | y 8.
milked from it all that it was going to get. It got the oil. It
got'the return of the terrotories. There was nothing left in terms
of substance and the form was there, and it lived only in the minds
df the Arabs,that Egypt and in the rest of the world it was dead.

To the extent that has not been denied by Mubaric, apé it is a
very serlous signal that #wakens very real'apprehension within
the body politic of Israel. |

‘ The last point that I want to make in terms of the
situation and the assessment of the present, is a comment about the
P.L.0., and 2 comment about Jordan. The'one positive thing that I
think can be said as to what happened 1n‘Lebanon, is that the north
of Israel is secure today to a greater extent, than it has been, and
there are,fewgr acts of terrorism eminating;out of Iebanon then took
piacelbefofe; and the demise of the P.0.0. @s a major military terrorist
force has in fact taken plage, not that terrorism has-been.eliminated,
but it has been retarded. The fact of the matter is that the inner
structure that-supported an internationél network of terrorism was
delivéred a very serious blow as a consequence of the Israel invasion.
Having sald that with the eagerness of the President to advance the
peace process consistant with his Septemder 1st initiative, it seems
to me that the resusitation of Arafat is contrary to ad#anctng the
cause of peace. - | |

It 1is difficult for me to see how Aarafat who has been

an obstacle to the pfocesé, is goingltd advance this llkelihood that
Hussein will be able to come forward and sit down and talk peace.

Therefore, I do not see any significant movement toward advancing
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the peace process taking place in 1984,

Noﬁ, with respect to America-Israel. No. 1,.in my
experience, I don't remember a period in time when I have been
involved in Washington that.maybe Booky can remember something, .
that I didn't see, when this relationship cosmeticaily has been
better between Jerusalem and Weshington. That ﬁhere is a very
cgeﬁuine and very'reai interest on the‘parb of Washington today to
develop the Strategiéal operation with Israel as the means perrying
the Syrian-Soviet threat tO'thethability of the region and ultimately
to the flow of oil out of the Persian Gulf. It is at the same time
not without internal opponents. You are aware of the Weinberger
opposition to this. Welnberger has recently been muted, the new

advocate of opposition is the Pentagon militafy-structqré with
Vessey leadiﬁg the way and the other members of JjointChiefs, .except
for a navy in opposition.. As a matter.of fact for the 6th fime,
Eince the President has made the decision that he wanted to pursue
stratigical operation, he had to.directly intervene into the process,
and over rule the Pentagon in forciﬁg impiementation of'the talks.
_ The talks that went on this week were clouded in great secrétcy,
almosf impenetrable secretcy.. The only thing that anyone has been
able to say about them is that, they were very pfoductivc, and will
lead to more talks. There will Ee talks on the military/military
withing the next 30 days. They are talﬁing about prepositioning.
They are talking about joint exercise. They are talking about |
joint planning. At the same time, they are talking about economic

assistance to Israel, increasing from grants and loans, to all grants.
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The;édministfation will be talking=aboﬁt 2.2 Billion Dollars in

all grants, both military and economic. -The free trade.area'which
has a siénificant impact in terms of Israel ability to restore |
its ecgnomic health is well on its way politically. There are serious
technical problems with GAT. There is opposition politically from
protedtionist groups. But, generally there is a'commitmpnt on the
part of both'fhe Administration, the Congress- and the Israelies to
advancing toward the free trade area. The bottom line that I see is,
that the Administration has concluded that fhe.only effective de-
terrent to Soviet-Syrian threat is US-Israecl atrategic cooperation.
At the same time, the Administration still.wants-to strengthen its
ties with "moderate" Arabic states. wa, the implications for AJC
in the next 12 months in my view are the following:

I think that the pfessufe for withdrawing the Marines
has already started. Thgre,will be enormous political pressure either
expressing itself in a resolution in the Congress, or an Act in the
Congress. I think we -are going to have to come to grasp with, where
we stand in terms of the American ilarines in Lebénon. Is it an issue
that we should involve in, if so; in what way, and what position
should we take, and is it public or is it private?

| No. 2: The whéle.issue of foreign aid. The effort
to increase from 2.2 Billioﬁ'to 2.6 Billion is well under way in an
all grant from and the issue again for us is going to be what position
do we take, and do we take it publicly or privately? The issue of
the free trade zone for the free trade area is an issue.that.is altern-

atively to end up in the Congress. That issue is an issue that I
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think we have to take a position 6n,'and that issue is an.issue about
which we are going to have to be prepared to go public with. Tﬁere
will be a movement to cut off funding through congressional action
to :he American Embassy in Tel-Aviv,_and to demand that the Embassy
be rélocated in Jerusalem. The Monahan has introduced that legis-
lation. That legislation is gaining momentum. Mondale has endorsed
it, publiéity'is certainly will be in the platform of the Democratic
Party, and there will defihitely.be a major effort on the part of
other national Jewish organizations-to support the effort, to force
~the administration to consider relocating the Embassy of the United
States to Jerusalem. I think we have to decide what position we
are going to take on the issue, and in what manner we are going to
expréss it. I think that there is an effort under way by the
Egypfians and the Erench'to modi fy reéolution 242 in the United
Natibns, to change the chéfac:gfization of the Palestinians from
refugees to upgrading it to a political issue of it. The United
Stateé has come out in opposition to this effort to amend, but,

I think the issue is one about which we are going to have to

decide where we stand, and what position we are going to take on it.
.As I say, this administration is going fo seek at the same time that
its trying to build stratégic cooperation with Israel, to improve or
‘strengthen its relationship with "Moderate-Arab'" states in the region.
That means arms sales to Jordan, within the frame work of two differ-
@t characterizations. #1, The arm sales fo support the. rapid depldy-
ment force, which has as its mission being able toput down inserection
kat occurs in the Persian Guif among the 0il préducing states. The

United States is going to ask for congressional approval to take out

L= [ R 2
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of the secret budget some 200 million dollars to support that
activity. We're going to have to decide where we stand on that
issue. At the same time, there is going to be an effort to try
and encourage Hussein to move forward to peace, for this government
to try to negotiate armé sales to the Jordanen army, and again
| wg‘:e going to have to décide what. position we as an institution
want to take onthat issﬁe'and_how we want td express it. It will be,
I am certain additional efforts on arms sales to the Saudis in spite
of the disappointments that we have had with failure of the Saudis
to comply with our needs, and our requests for our strategic interests
in the region. I fhink we are going to have to decide what we are
going to do if the government tries to tilt toward Irag, in the Iraq-
Iranian war, and deCidé what kind . of an issue,thdt is in terms of our
agenda. | _

- The bottom line fof me, is that the agenda will be
very full for the American-Jewish Committee, and for the American
Jewish Community in 1984. A the same time that we as an institution
have been groping to define where we-shoulﬁ be goiﬁg and what issues
‘we should be about,'and what priorities we should attach to what,
is is that we do. It seems to me important to reflect on the fact
that in this .context, in the terms of our suppdrt for Israel, there
is no doubt about the need for all of us to operate within the
frame-work of that which is necessary to bring about the security,
and the well being of the State of Israel, and that we are at a mo-
ment of great historical opportunity in that regard. Becauge it seems
to me, that what is being considered and negotiated now, in terms |

of American-Israel strategic cooperation, will directly effect the
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characters of that

_ielationship for the period of the next decade

and significant way, and it could annure to the

benefit of Israel and her §ecurity for .a long time to come.
Thank you very much.
PA: Chairman Speaker:

Thank you Gordy.
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I want tb talk about the situation from within
Israel, and I want to do it with some historical perspective.

"It seems to me that for the decadeof the 80's,
all three years and 27 days, the two names that have ha& the greatest
impact, the two persons, are not Menachem Begin or Shamir that names that
you would -think, but the two persons who- have had the greétest
influence on wﬁere 'Isr-aél is today, are:faram ARY dor, a name known
to few persons in the United States, and Aniel Sharom. Sharon, who's:
name is known by a great many people in our country. They have
had the greatest inpact on where Israel is todéy, and that_impact
has brought about a change in Israél perception of itself, and its
confidence. ARV.dor as you know, was Minister of the Treasury,
He,came-into office in 1981, by way of background. Lecould became
the government.of Israel, the-combination.of the Liberal Party,
and had root.In May of 1977, the remarkable election of Monachim
Begin, who everyone thought of as a sure losef, became a winner.
Lecould-in his economic announcemént followed precepts of the
'Liberal Party,and the Liberal Party has as its background Western

European thought, liberal ec&npmics. it preached reduction of

government budget, abbolitidn.of food subsidies. It put in the
platform the words "strive to establish a free etonomy", based on
efficiency, initiative and competition. Words that might well have
been in the Republican platform of 1976/1980, and will find there
counterparts in the Republican Platform of 1984. Get around oﬁ the
platform of curtailing the institutes group economic power instituted
as you know, as the General Federation of Labor that owns a very

large faction of Israel industry. It even invoked the saintly name
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Milton Friedman, who went to the University of Chicago Graduate
School, where the sainted iilton Friedman'was giving his economic
pronouncements in your day.  Into the post of Secretary of the
Treasury, Ministry of the Treasury. Since, Erlich out of that
discipline, a member of the Liberal Party, and he proceeded to bring
about a change of sorts in Israel economic:policy. Food subsidies
were reduced. Other transfer payments wére reduced. The deficit
and the balance of payments wés reduced, and there was a slight
decrease in real earnings. He was replaced in 1979 by Igmérﬂorowitz,
"also from the Liberal Party, and Horowitz proceeded to follow the
same policy. Exchange-curtailments, restrictions were removed.
Israélhstartéd moving in the direction of a freeer:economy. It had
a depressing effect upon the Israel ecpnomy. Under the circumstances,
oil prices were at a very high level. israel as a non-producing
nation of raw materials, was suffering, and with Israel's K negset
deciding the instigation of the party politics of Israel, that there
would-be a national election in 1981, but could demand it, and in
fact received the resignation of Igor Horowitz, and he was replaced
by Jeram Ai~;dor . What Al—idqr proceeded to do, was to put in a
policy called, Correct Economics, self ﬂefined, bﬁt that was the tern,
The campaign pledge, Food Subsidies were increased, taxes endﬁrable,
consumer durables were decreased, budgeting restraints were relaxed.
The effect of it was, there are tose who say that Menach&m Begin
was re-elected in 1981, on the T.V. Ticket. Every Israelie would
have a T.V. in his home. Not a chicken in the pot. Not a’ car in

the garage. Not a 5¢ cigar, but a T.V. in the home. It was the T.V.
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ticket and A Ff.dor .'s policy produted that. They also produced
an inc}ease in real wages. They produced an increase in exports
as Ellenoff can tell you, exports simplylshof thrdugh the roof,’
because of credit arrangements, feduced by the government. . Special
government arrangements with regard. exchange insurance, and the
party_wenp'on. " The pafty wcnt\op until 1982. I'm falking about
the economic party.- Even with the Lebanéée war, there was a slighf
increase of taxes, buf the cconomic boom coﬁtinued, and then in the
fall of 1983, in tﬁe words ofla-éong writer, ''The party was over'.
Patricia Squire is going to siﬁg that to us. The parties over,
very gdod, What happened was, that Israel's economy came to a
screiﬁing halt. The change in policy became mandated, and.as a

- result, there has been with regards as a result of the reduction in
#e value of bank stocks which Israéiies were encouréging by various

governmental means to purchase, that sharp decrease resulted in a

40% decrease in the net worth of 1/3 of the Israelie population.
Overnight 1/3 of the Israelis population lost 40 per cent of its net
worth, The reduction by real wages since the fall of 1983 just a

few months ago, has bee a 15% reduction in real wages. Budgeting

constraints have been put into place. As a result of which the loan

to settlement policy, is now not on hold, slowed down to the point

where there is not substantial government support for the policy.

Israel is questioning whether it has the economic means to carry on

as it has heretofore.
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The dependence on U.S. aid and Gordy referred to it,
and talked about the change from partial grants to pratial loans
to 100 pef cent grants, maybe 2.2 Billion which was agreed upon
to a slightly larger figure when the Israelies were here in-the
fall, or 2.6 Billion that Gordy talked about. All or substantially_
-all in the form of grants just highlights and puts numbers in the
. economic fact aht Israel dependence on the United States today in
economic:terms is simply a mess. Simply a mess. The result of a
policy put into piacé in 1981 by P&am Abfﬂdor , one of the pefsons
_ responsible,'not individually, but in personifying it, it is fair
to say one oflthe two persons responsible for the stress that the
Israel society experiences today. The other Ariel Sharon. A
Sharon, you all know the greét hero., He was a hero long before
Inaw'of.us were AJC in the early days prior to the i 56 War. He
was the one.that went out and would catch Bedwim at night. Egyptian
supported terrorist Fzelcwongnd when he would come back with numbers
to the F 1 ine, that he had been able to kill and they would question,
they said, oﬁe man can't kill or one.brigade can't kill that many
people. He brought back the heads to prove it. That was A
Sharon. The great hero of the Yom Kipper War, who crossed into
.Egypt proper, got across the Gulf of Suez without authorization
from the €hief of Staff, may well have won the war against
Egypt in 1973. Theﬁ-toward to politics, wa§ Minister of Agriculture,
which gave him control of the Settlement Policy. The portforlio
that he sought, Minister of Defense was denied him a long time,
primarily because of the Liberal fafty as you recall Mgnach@mn Begin

kept that porfolio of Prime Minister, but, in 1981 he became as a
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N
“manner of political expediency with his own political influence
in the country, the Minister of Defense, and so there was a political
honeymoon between MShachfm Begin and ArﬂJSharon, and like mény
political honeymoons, it lasted only as long as.a rose will bloom,
and Ari Shdron is no longer in the government. The effect of it all
where does it start from. Ari Sharon had a. different view of the
military pwer. Israel had always looked upon its militawy forces.
The IDF as being the instruments of self'defence to insure the
security of Israel within the boundaries of Israel. Sharon had
a different point of view. His view was more in keeping with that
Prussian militarist and writer, E%ﬁﬁiwitz, who said'that}%ar is a
continuation of-dipiomacy by-other mean;i and that was truly the
policy of Arid Sharon who saw the idea not simply as a military
}inStrﬁment, but, as a political instrument, and the wﬁr in. Lebanon
was his opportunity to show what the military force can dolin
terms of effective political results. Heretofore, Israel had used
its force to assure security not to bring about political changes
in Arab countries. When Sharon went into the Lebanon, he went in
not simply to defeat the P.L.0. militarily which fhe Israelis had
done in a more limited way in 1978, in March of 1978, but he went
into the Lebanon to Change the political composition of that country
through the instrumentality of the Israel defense force. That was
) somethinglheretofore Israel had never done, and in it met with less

- than satisfactory results. Think of the campaign. The PLO was

soundly wipped in South Lebanon. Israel troops were initially
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going no more than-40'kilometérs, went to Beirut, they sevéred-
the road between Damascus and Beirut. They pushed the Syrian _'
fo xes into the Bakar to the East. They isolated the Syrian:
forces from the mainstream of the Lebanon, in effect provided a
means which Israel could control.the political destiny, or sd |
Sharon thought, of the Lebanon by installing as a governmenf'of
the Lebanon a Christian Marénite Government. On the thesis that
they had certainlantipathy to the Moslem population that could -
work_to the benefit of Israel. Sharon saw this as more than a
Telationship. He saw the opportunity of using Israel defense
forces to install a Mardnite Government in Beirut. But what happened,
and it is a matter of history, the'ialange, the military arm of the
- Marinites did not proceed intoIBeirut_and we have the seige of
Beirut which continues for sohe 90 days, with all of the negative
fallout in the western world finally relieved by the vacuation of the
PLO forces as a result of negotiations in which the U.S. was the
principalimediator. Following that we had Sabra and ShAtilla and
the downfall of Ariel Sharon reﬁoved from governﬁent. The effect
of that was a politicalization of the army. Something that never
happened béfore, the resignation of a very courageous high military
officer, and the Israel body politic questioning for the firét tine,
its own sense of reliance on force as a means of protecting Israel_
and of questioning which came about as a result of these instances
as to whether there is still the national will to preserve the kind

of Israel that has heretofore existed.
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Nhat we have today, whether we recognize it or not,

is an Israelie government which is“inteqt upon withdrawing from |

thg Lebanon. Hashe. ArensS. made it very clear that he sees a

much more limited roll for the IDF. Arens  as the present

Minister of Defense, and given the opportunity Israel troops will with-

draw .in stages from the Lebanon and even Issac Sha ‘mir the strong |

man, the former stern gang leader, stern group, during'the.British

occupation-during the.period of the ﬁandate has most recently

talked in terms of Israel faces withdrawing even if there isn't

a complete Syrian withdrawal from the Lebanon. So, what we have

today is, Iérael which is economically weakened; we have a Israel

which is spiritually weakened and we have an Israel that is question-'

ing within its own body ﬁolitic, its'nétional will and the effica-

tiousness of the ability of its armed forces: to carry out their

mission. What does that mean in terms of futﬁre policy of American

Telations with Israel? What does it mean in tefms of AJC Policy.
'First;_and fdrmost, because it is the area of greatest

Possible tension between the Arab:government and that of Israel,

G ady referred to it, its the question of the west bank and Gazza.

Our government remains cqmmitted.to the policy of territory for

peace. That is if Iﬁrael is to have peace,.it'must surrender

territory. The definition of what that territory is in terms of

portion, whatﬂﬁortion, what percentage of the west bank and Gazza

is to be negotiated, but. this administration like all predecessor

American Administrations since 1967 is committed to the policy of
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W“‘ferritory for peace as cmbodied in Resolution 242. The present
government of Israel is not in fact committed to that policy.
Lecould's government policy is one of asserting, and indeed ﬁqt
surrendering or compromising on the issue of Israelie Sovernty on
the west Bank, and Gaz:za, and that is a area of potential conflict.
At the same time, there is the reality as a result that Abbadore
has pro&uced, ahd what Sharon has produced, that the Israel have
less capability of bringing about that policy, thenlthey had
heretofore. There is less money available for settlements. Also,
if today elections were held,.laﬁor would win overwhelmingly, re-

g a&dless of whether Sharon Perez, Robin or whoever you want to
mention, Navone; were heading the ticket. Today that would be

the Tesult, and if there were a labor government the policies
regarding the west Bank and Gazza ﬁould'be different in degree,

not in totality but certainly in degree, If Hussein were to come
to the negotiating table tomarrow, and you all have seen the little
dance that he has been performing, bringing back his parliment

and ;aiking in terms of elections, recongtituting his government with
more Palestinian Ministers, sort of going through the shuffle
back and forth as'though he is about to announce his willingness to.
come forward and'negoti§te on the\basis of the Reagon proposal.
Maybe meeting with:Arafat, maybe not. Maybe embracing with Arafat,
maybe not. The,possibility.of a Inaudible between the Saudis and
the Egyptians which would further give support to a Jordanian

- initiative. If all of that would come about in our lifetime, the
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Israelie response would have to be under those circumstances
affirmative in the sense that whether it was a Lecouid government,
or'labor government entering into negotiatidhs there will be no.
alternatife. Bdt, I éan assure you, if that were to occur, all
of us here would squirm beﬁause the falloﬁt of it would be, that
Ifle U.S. policy with regard_to those negotiations, and the Tsraelie
position with regard to those negotiations would differ, and
differ sharply regardless whether the president of the U.S. is
Waiter Mondale or Ronald Reagon, and we will be caught very much
in the middle of taat. |

Let me just close on this note, if I may. I have
over the years, as many of you know who listen to evenings such
as this, have been critical of the Israelie settlement policy. I
think we took the correct position when we formulated and adopted
tle position paper we did on the mi&dle-eastlast March; where we
_ were supportive of Israel generally. We questioned the Settlement
Policy in a broader sense saying in changing the conditions on
the gfdund could make it impossible to bring about a terrotorial
compromise in the West Bank, and Gazza, And if we do favor the con-
"cept of the terrotorial COmpromiée and at the same time we quite
properly_pbinted out that the onnis lies_with_the Arab world in
na coming forward and negotiating. |

In the next year or two, if the situation moves so
that the West Bank and Gazza becomes a focal point of U.S.-Israelie

tension, and I think the chances of that are very substantial, we
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Simply as a Jewish organizatidn will no longer have the luxury

of trying to make the whole thing on all sides come out right.

We siﬁply would not'haVe that luxury. We will simply have to

decide whether the Jewish Organization, we're going to support

the Israel position or as an Américan*Jewish orgénization, we're
gOihg to.support'the American position. My sense of it is, under
the.circumgtances, we will be more supportive'of the Israelie
position. That we will see the mérit in Israel's call for secdrity,
whether from the Israel's perspective, will mean a continued Israel
presence on the West Bank and Gazza of a permanent nature. We will
be sympathetic of Israels's call that there can be no sovernty.

Basically, there will be a cleveage between our sympathies on that

 point and where our governments is. We will be in the position

of having to decide in historical terms whether we are going to be

a confidant of providence, which we have been heretofore. A

luxury which-has been permitted us, and as a confidant of providence
we have have been one who has been on the side of the oppressed
who.speaks out in the name of Universal Morality of which you and

I leave ourselves to be the spokesman in part, and where we have

'aﬁbEaled to a sense of history, and to the good society that we

w ish to see constructed. That is where we have been as a confidant’

of Providence.

But, I suggest to you, in thé_next year or two,
we will have to decide whether we can continue to_bé a confidant

of Providence, or what I will term a counselor to the prince, which
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is one who takes. into account the restraint of reality. 1 suggést
that at the ﬁime, ana I think yoﬁ should be thinking about it,
we are going to opt to be couﬁselors~t0'the prince, because tﬁe
reality of the situatiOn is not going to afford us the luxury of
having the situation come out right from the staﬁd point of all
sides. We are going to have to make that very difficult choice,
ﬁwhlch I hope this group will never have to make, -and 1ndeed/?2§ael s
policy been somewhat,more comfortable for it isn't much fun to be
counselor to the prince...END.

PA: Chairman

Now the floors open for your-Questions and/or Comménts.

‘Please go to the microphones if you will.

(PA: AL MOSES | |

Well, the confldant of Prov1dence, 1 recognlze the
d1ff1cu1ty in making ones self understood, in a statement such as
t|et. The confidant of Providence is one who takes the high road
basically; and looks at the moral 0ption-only, and I don't thing
we're éoing to have that luxury. We're not going to be able to
construct a world in which everything comes out_right with regards
ffo tﬂe West Bank and Gazza. Its going to be the very hard choices
that we avoided up till now, but which ﬁe will not be able to avoid -
within the next_several;years.. Because the issues are going to be
posed very directly éndrwe'fe-not going to be able to talk about
the =sh§u1d*of's; the would'of'é.or,could-of's; It's going.to be

~ the hard choice whether we're willing to support Israelies Sovernty



PA: . AL MOSES 257
“on the wesﬁ Bank.and_Gazza. Even with the limitations that are
imposed by Israel'slweakened economic status, the difficult cir-
cumstances surrounding Israeiks military, even if there weré:tq
be ‘a labor government. The hard'core issues will still bé there
and we aé-American-Jewish Organization. It is not as iﬁdifiduals
that I amfconcerned, but, as an organization, we are gbing to find
it very difficult, but I suspect that the way we are going fo corle
out on this issue i§ one being closer to the Israel-position than
what I foresee to be the American Government pdsition, regardless of
which party 'is then occupying the White House.
| PA: ' Chairman - Howard |

\\\\\ ' - I took what Al Moses said as a very optimistic
statement. We can now quote Al Moses as saying there will be an
initiative within the next two years by llussein.

PA: AL

I'm not at all sure about that. The fact remains
Howard, that it is an issue that is there, the Lebanese, I have put
5 By - on‘the back burner.. But, I will predict as an optimist:that |
the Lebanon-situation will be resolved in the next'year; in the
seﬁ%e_the Israelies will be largely extricated, our marines will
be dut, the Arab world that we look upon, the Saudié; the Jordanians,
the Morroccans as being friendlx to us. Egyptians-are.gbihg'to say
to this Administration "yOu.oke“us one, and a big one", and that

big one is the West Bank of Gazza."
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@m'z:/ @uﬁ “Quest.icm No. 1 - I would like to turn to sone-
thing Gordy mentioned, which is very.topical. That is the Jordanian
rapid ‘deployment force. My own view, and of course I would like
to hear from each of you as to what you think we should do as a
Jewish organization, publicly or privately-is that Hussein is a
spectacular Surviﬁqr. lie has survived for many years and my feéling
is that someoné tike him that has survived so long is totally non-
dependable, because his only concern is survival. For that. reasgn
and others, I certainly think that we should as a Jewish Organization
publicly oppose, notwithstanding your admonitions about difficult
decision. We should oppose the funding of a rapid development force
in the hands of Jordan, and Ilwould like to know how each of yvou
think and how you think we should express ourselves. |

PA: Gﬁrdy

I think as a practical matter, in the context of the
stratigic negotiations that are going on between the U.S. and Israel,
some accﬁmmodations'are going.to be worked out, that will be
‘acceptable.to the Israelies in not approving of the sale of weapons
for the rapid deployhent force, but basically agreeing to disagree
in principal, but not fight in fact. That will réVdIVe around the
composition of the equipment that will be sold to the rapid deployment
force. They have alréady agreed in negotiations to omit one critical’
component. Secondly, it will center around who has the authority
to activate the force. The compromise that is being negotiating is

now that it will require the joint approval of the U.S. and the King
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iR} Jofd;n énd, Third, it will have to do with logisticélly'where
they supply the weapons to assure that the weapbns are not acceés- 
ible to the normal supply routes of the Jordanian army. I think
that in the whole scheme of things, that Israel is going to find
it very difficult to oppose this. Given all of the other counter-
vailing factors that Israel is going to be getfing from the U.S.
If Israel doesn't oppose it, ffankly, I would find. it very difficult
to éncourage the American Jewish Committee to come forward in
opposition. On the other hand,'as a second peer of issues related -
to arms sales to Jordan, ahd that has to do with the sale of
sophisticated weaﬁons to the Jordanian armed services themselves.
That I think, unless Hussein evidences a'willingness to come |
fcrward_and talk in terms of peace, we should oppose.
PA: AL :
I agree with Gordy. Everything I heard is the same
as what Gordy has just said. We are talking about 8,0D0 men to
be trained and to be used explicitly to deal with either destabil-
izing efforts in the Gulf or Iranian movenents in the Gulf State,
where we have a very vital_interest, as the Jorcdanians are thé best
- suited to do that, and the fact is we have used them herétofore for
that purpose. We used them in the late 70's,because there is much
talk about it, and they were_alsb.used in Yemen in the 70's. The
Israelies have'indicated when they were here last weék, that without
stating it, they will probably not oppose the.sale; The sale is now
being-held up in a message to the Congress for the reasons that Gordy
- referred to. Also, because there is a very genuiné concern in our

administration as whetiher this weapon could fall into terrorist hands,
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;h& safeguards.are trying to.be'wdrked out, and there is a very
technical nature to insure that this weaponry will not fall into
terrorisf haﬁds. With those few small addenda, I concur on what
Gordy said. |
_. | PA: Charlie |
| 642M£€4T754;26 Q. I am surprised that neither of you discussed
what seems to me to ﬁe a.maior issue of. American Policy inLthé next
six months, Thaf is, should we or should we not, withdraw our troops
from Lebanon? Certainly the Ameriéan-Jewish Committee is going to
be asked to take a position on that; I have no position, but I would
like to hear what you have to say»ébdut that.
ettt}
Cﬁbtaévw;?ﬁfénAs I_said; in my remarks, it is an;issue that.we
will héverto come to‘gripé-with, and I did not aduocéte a pésition?
because that is not what I was asked to do. 3But, ny own position
is this--1 opposed sending the marines ‘into Lebanon. I thought -
it was a mistake. When the sitﬁation turned from whether or not
the_mérines were there to suppbrt‘the Jamael Government or the issue
‘was--would American stand tall, and stand firm when faced with the
threat of terfgrist-activity against us, tHen I felt we had. to stay -_
fifm, and that it was important that we remain in order to maintain
credibility throughout not just that part of the world, but all over
- the world. So I supported the President at that point in terms, we
had to stay and the ‘18 moﬁths thingfthroﬁgh Congrcss; I supported

‘that, personally supported that.
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N..c')w, 1n the here and n.ow, I am in favor of getting
the marines out of Lebanon as quickly as possible. The means by
which I think it can be done without compromising Americanis
credibility in the region, which is critical, because the price
we paid for permitting the Shah to fall, to actually encourage
them to pushing the Shah over the cliff, in terms of reliable
ally to Saudi Arabia, to INAUDIBLE, to INAUDIBLE, etc., has been
a disaster, from the mostlserious £0reign-policy errors since the
past World V%ar II period, in my opinion. But the way in which we
canavoid that like it or not, noone in the Arab World believes
that there isn't a coordinated action taking ﬁlace today between
Israei and the U.S. We continue to deny,the Israel's continue to
deny, and nobody in the region believes. So when the Israelies
rétaliate against the Sheite fanatic sites, it is perceived in the
region to be a strike orchestrated cooperatively between the U,S. and
Israel, and wherein Israel is acting on our behalf.

| My view is, -that we oﬁght to take advantage of that
perce?tion,'because it ié the belief that that coordination exist.
The continued readiness and willingness of their own neceésity for

- the Israeles to act to defend and retaliate when needed, that I

believe would permit us to withdraw our troops in phases. The way
T would do it, I would it is--I would take them out of the airport,

and put them on a ship and I would leave the'ship there for awhile,

gradually negotiate the best deal Jamael can negotiate, '‘and lct the



ships then do their own thing. That's my personal view, and its

only because of the improved relationship between Israel and

the United States, that I think that we can afford to do this
without undermining our. credibility in the region. The Israelis
view is Shamir is.persuaded that Syria wénts Qar. That Syria 15
arming for war. Thét they now have 4@0,000 trodpsf ‘That they are.

better armed then any other force in the region outside of Israel.

‘That there are 8,000 Soviets there. That the reai threat to the

stability of the region is Sovietinspired Syrian aggession against
Jordan and subsequently against the Saudes if they ever gain control

of Jordan. Therefore, they the Israelies believe,Shamir believes,

that the need to stop Syria-Soviet expansion in Lebanon, ant that

America has to stand firm in support of its commitment to Jamael

. and that we the U.S. and Israel, have to establish fapts on the

ground in terms of strategic cooperation that will make clear to

Hassad, that America and Israel are committed to the same objective,

"and that'we have stahing power.

/éLfég”/eﬂégaé? I don't think I am 1in a position to say whether the

marines should stay or go. My disposition is to say they should

remain, but I don't reach that conclusion with great confidence.

It stems upon the state.of negotiations betweeﬁ ourselves and Syria,
and the extent of which the presence.of the marines is a factor in
those negotiations. I am not troubled by havingIIBOD marines in-

Lebanon. I would not be troubled if there were twice that number,
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or éylarger ﬁhmﬁér than that. I think that is a necessity , such as
this, to obtain a benefit from those troops being there. i think

~the implications of their withdrawal without receiving some quick

or quo from the Syrians under the circumstances which lessens oﬁf -

‘effectiveness ﬁith regard -to political developments in the area.

i ~ We put down our marker, wh.ether we were correct in doing so or not,
I don't think we now have the option of picking that marker up,
without obtaining something in the.ﬁay of chips from the Syrians.
With the negotiations on going and the matter with Rumsfeld making
his periodic visits to the afea, I would just hesitate to stand up
here'and'say,_"let‘s get the marines out". The feeling is that for
all the reasons that we share.
| PA: Chairman - Howard.

-Please don't feei that you are confined only to
answering/questions. If any of you have comments or observations of
ydur OWN.,.. |

_ P*f*ﬂ@ﬁ& 
_fﬁzf 4g%‘4a£;”“4'Every single word uttered.by both of the speakers on

this subject, I agree with, but, I want to add the following. That
- we may not have to use your word,the luxury of just thinking about

this problem, because there is a strong movement on the hill now to

get a resolution of this, and action taken in the Congress. Some

of our best friends on the hill, best friends in terms of Israel support,
have found that in the districts, when they were back home during

.the recess, they keep hearing this comment, of getting the troops'out.
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--S0 we may be-faced; we don't have to accept the challenge, we can
just be quiet, but_pur'frienﬂs are-géing to be asking us, Should
they or should they not vote for a cértain'kind of resolutiqn? Very,
veay delIicate problem. Untillthere is indeed a position on our part,
l1st let me tell you what f think the Israelies say when they are
asked thié Questiﬁn. Despite what youlsaid Gor&y, they are very
.concgrned_that ﬁhe American people of the world, do not think that
the ﬁafiﬂeé'ére there to help Israel. They are very, very concerned.
No matter what you think, and what the tfufh may be, that that is not
a reason for the marines: being there. Therefore, when there is
American casualties--you are there for other impdrtant reasons.
Well, the INAUDIBLE the Presidnet keeps saying, giving and that
doesn't please the Israelies or us when he does that. 3ut when you
press the Israelies in private conversation, and this is a-private_
conversation right here, their bottom line is always as you indicate,
we rather they would not léave. We don't want them to leave. I
myéelf have in conversations, and get all kinds of conversations, on .the
other hand I wish they hadn't gone, but then as. one congressman
last week pressed me..but what should I as a congressman act on this
resolution. I end up saying, "I rather that the marines not lecave
rigﬁtlnow. Like Al's. But it is not a precise enough thing, and I
just, when I ask in yoﬁr conversation, we may be faced with a decisioﬁ
soon about how ih_fact we advise our'JCongressionalsfriends.
-PA: Chairman loward

Mﬂj //@*0’5«@75' I would llke to come back to the discussion that was

raised on each INAUDIBLE and I really don t think it was commlete.
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I think there is’a larger'part'of the equation there. Hy own
personal feelings is that LEgypt is reacting very much in her own in-
terest, and partially in the interest of Israel, which might sound
a little strange.. She of course has economic needs which should
partially be met by the United States and also of course, by the
Saudis, and othter members of the region. I think her move is.very
calculated and from an Iéraelie standpoint, not altogether bad.
As'iong as it is Israel and Egypt that keep the'war'equasion away
. from each other, and I think that is a given in the region, although
I certainly have nothing to base it on. Having said that, I think
that the Egyptian.chip in the bargaining on the west Bank now becomes
very important. Again, Israel gave up great amounts of territory.
Gare up 0il and got a piece of paper which we all know is turning
a little bit yellbw. That is a very valuable chip when you begin
talking on the West Bank, and I think that naybe these two gentlemen'
I would like to hear from on this particular subject.
- BA—at |
£;ﬂ71237~a;253%453 I think that the failure on.the part of LEgypt to.
comply with the spirit and the letter of the Camp David accord is
.going to prove to be one of the more serious obstacles to advancing the
peace proceés that has occurred since Sadat changed the reality--
and went to Jerusalem. I think that the government of the Uhited
States has failed to exert sufficient pressure on the Egyptians,
to cause compliance. I think that the government of the pnited

States mistakenly believed that the re-entry of the Egyptians into



H\\\\{he Arab world, justifies the non-compliance on.the.part of the
Egyptians, which we publicly disapprove, we're not willing to do the
tough thing that are necessary in order to express our displeasure.
‘Because the signature of the United States is on that document as

~well, The credibility of the United States is the advocate for that
process is on the line. We will no longer be credible as a honest
broker in any future negotiotions if this particular document isn't
honoredlih bo;h letter and spirit. I view that as a ?ery, véry,
substantial and serious obstacle to the advancement of peace, and
I feel that Israel has been short changed by the world community, and
parficularly the the United States in failing to exert nore levefage'
on the Egyptians. |

ﬁ,,ﬁur/ Airseo 1 fiﬁd- myself in a radical position supporting an

- administration that I didn't vote'for; and tried to see that he was
not elected. I think that the'Regan administration has done all
Ithat it can in trying to persuade the Egypti;ns to be more forthcoming.
The tangible results have not been all that has been desired, but
we. do not control Mubaric; andmore thén we control Shamir, Murbéric
1did as a result of U.S. proding send a Deputy Assistant Secretary

~to the State of Israel for negotiations. He-has not returned his
Ambassador. We have gone indirectly in requesting that of Mubaric
at the very highest levels of our governmenf, and we have not been
successful seeking to do so. The fact that the Egyptians have not,
in the Israelie view, been a5'fofthcoming as their commitmént, obliging

them to, has made no more for those within .Israel who look for an
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dﬁportunity to negotiate an overall settlement, to pe able to be
effective in persuading to those who adhere to a more hard line
v iew, and adopt the argument that a piece of papef is only that, anﬂ_
aftef it is signed and the Israelies withdraw from the West Bank,
and parts of Guzza, will be back to a situation of no war/no_péace. The
Psychological impact within Israel of Egypts action has had negativel
conéeqﬁences for the hope for peace within Israel. In terms of where
Egypt is-likely to go, I will give the predittions. Not mine, but
it is President Carters. Ilis view-and he speaks with some frequency
with Mubaric as he does with Hassad, and to the Israles. I[lis under-
standing from Mubéric ié; that the peace will hold, the treaty will
be adhered to if not in all .respects, certainly in its most essential
parts, unless the Israelies were to move with regard to the West
Bank aﬁd Gazza. That w?uggoduce an ‘Egyptian revocation of the peace
treaty. | |

B Elmer 00745

\ aasid :
C;?I would like to take a moment if I may, to follow up

on Al's very good presentation on the economic problems facing Israel.
As you perhaps know, there is a group of us who are very heavily in-
?olve& in tyring to expand the business felatioﬁs between the U.S.

and Israel. I think as lioward said tonight, in Jeﬁish.life.there

is bad news and there is good néws. I think Al very ably presented
the situation-as existed up until late November. I think these. two
very significant events taken place. fe-have to keep in mind as nart
of the'good news, #1, as Fordy referred the November 29th discussions

and the agreement between Shamir and our President. Browing out of
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:\x\\\‘Fhose agreements, will be a great number of_goodiés, réally for

isféel, in terms of the grants, instead of loans. The répair
of American ships in Israel, coproduction of planes and a whole
number of things including the free trade area which I think is a
great significance if that comes about. Some of us may be testifying
on the free trade area before Senator Gold's Committee in another
week or two. I th&nk we have that very important event on those
agreements to keep in front of us, something that will be very con-
structive and very helpful to Israel. Secondly, Al mentioned on Mr.
Abbadore the Finance inister, and the problems tﬁat he created for
Israel. Abbadore resigned. There is a new man in there now, a mag
in name of Cohen or God (orgad). That happens to be the initials
of his grandchildren that help distinguish from another Y. Cohen
in Israel. Keep in mind that Mr. Y. Cohen/Orgad. is feny well received
in the business community in israel. I was there,.he-was just begin
brought. into government. I talked to the heads of manufacturing
Association for example, have great confidence in this man. He has
a determination which exports of Israel at least expands 10-15% a year.
Cut back on the imports to reduce the high deficits which they have
in the balance of payments which runs 4-5 billion dollars a year.
That, obviously is terribly hard for the Israelies  to absorb. Now,
he recognizes, and I think we all have to recognize that Israel has a 21
billion dollar debt, a tremendous anount for a little county. I
‘think again we have to put that in proper perspective.  75% of that

debt is in friendly hands. The hands of the U.S. Government, and the
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German-éovernment, with a very small_paft of it being in the hands

of bankers}. The bankers are not knockihg'onlthe doors of Israel

td collect money. This is noﬁ Brazil, not Argentina, not Poland.

I think we have got to, what's coming into the pfess quite often,

and I think we have got to stand up and say-"this is not the true
story fbr Isfael". Way? Cohen Ogad has brough in some very importanf.
changes, we have to'keep,iﬁ mind;thé'lsraelies as a result of that
have bitten the ecomomic bullet. I think the-étandard of living will
decline by 10%, but I think the Israelies, if you talk to them aé

I have, are expécting,that to happen, can see that it can happen
without seriously effecting their-standard of liwving. The subsidies
in Israel have been cut by 50%-Y. Cohn Ogad is saying 'we have got

to cut the budget". He started with a billion, now its down to 600
million. He has the same problems that we have in this country, wifh
cutting the defense for example. But I am confidant that they will make

the cuts in the budget, they simply have to make the cuts. He will do

it because he is the type of person, I think, that can gain support

of business and the government. So, when you hear the horror stories

coming out in the press room relating to Israel's economic mess, it

--'called, whatever, these descriptions are, keep in mind if you will that

the infrastructure of the country is stron. There are 20,000 scigntist
and_éngineers at work. There are 159 American COmpanies at work in |
Israel making money. They wouldn't be there unless they were making
money. ihen you go to Jerusalem, go visit the new plant that.has béen

put up by Intel. Intel is one of the American leading-electronic
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“manufacturers. They maké_the silicon waffers.t They put. this

140 million dollar factory, and I am sure it will do well because
of the opportunities that exist for them in Israei. So, I am just
asking you when you héar these stories; for example, on inflation;
keep in mind that the inflation is offset by the lihkage in the -
salaries that peopie'get. There aré adjustments that are made, in
the salaries-to correspond with inflation. .Keep in mind that thé
American compaﬁies_dveruthere, and other foreign companies are getting
the advantage of a 30% devaluation in the schekle.. Every time now
that the schekle is devalued further,»and'there is an offsetting and
compensating adjustment in the dollar value for these American con-
Panies. Thats all. | | | _.

l I have a certain.degreelof.opfimiSm for what I see ahead
for the Israelie économy. Yes, it is going through this turmoil,
going through. the readjustment. I think the infra structure of this
country is strong. There are'groups of us who are saying expresse&
tonight that Israel has to get to a point where she can stand on her
pwn'tNO;feet. It is dangerous for Israel today, everything is fine,
our government, Idon't recall é time mentioned that-the_realtionship

| has been as good or better Israel and the US, but I don't know what
-will.happeh next year, the follqwihg year, depending on the political
problem. But we to, it seems io me, to do our very best to help
Israel become financially independent. It may take 5, 6 or 10 years,
but I*think we in this organization some day will talk a little more

about it and play a roll in helping'lsrael reach this independence.
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Other organization now Federations are joining with us. Young leader-
ships, The U.J.A. is joining with us, Beni Brith, and Ithink you
will find that today these organizations want to add another dimension
to what they are doing. Charitable contributions, fine, they are
needed today, but long term, the Israelies are going to have to stand
ontheir own feet. So I think where ever we can, talking to people
in the business community, I think we can help Israel by trying to
interest investors to go over to Israel, by trying to expand the
exports in Israel in exchange for technology. I hope that you will
leave the meeting with a little better about the futurs of the
economy that I think the Israelies are going to pull out.
- o ¥ t

§Z%élﬁﬂ%4,-ﬁ“q;dg%1 would like to comment to Al's observation that it is
difficult to be a counselor to the prince, and it is very nice to be
able to take the high road. Unfortunately, I don't know of many
nations in the world that have been formed and survived by taking the
high road. Most nations have been formed and survived by bloodshed.
Israel itself, from the day of its formation has only survived from
its creationr up to the present day by shedding blood. It has to rely
on itself, The treaties that have been made were treaties in mmost
cases of convenience. Whether it was Eisenhower's agreement to not
allow Egypt to block the straits, or the pressures for Israel to make
the Egyptian deal today. The survival of Israel in the long term is a
question of its own strength and its ability to make,what I would call

unfortunately, alliances of convenience. Its an old apperism in
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Teally short term interest, and in the crudest way I would like to

ask Al and Gordy; At the present timce there is a political environment

in the United States where perhaps Israel can make an accommodation

in connection with the withdrawal of the mérines; How.would you

'recomménd thet Israel go about participating éerhaps and effectuating

this result?’

'H': | Bk _

_'da?yzzg?k*;zz“adéal'd like to suggest that if the United States would
conclued an agreement quickly on strategic cooberation with Israel.
That included repqsitioningIpffeqﬁipment in Israel. That included
joint military exercises publicly in Israel. That the message would
be sent clearly and décisively to the entire region. That the
United Stétes is not abanddﬁing its intereét in the region, and in
the context of that kind of an. environment, I bLelieve with dignity
and grace, the American marines could be withdrawn to the ships, and
then from the ships, ultimatély brought home. |
AL Mrese Gordy, I don't quarrel with that. That a big "if",

those things do not come about so quickly,-—Sblthat.it would be accﬁm-
-plished within the next 6, 8, 10 months. It:will be good if paper
agfeemenﬁs are arriﬁedfat-in that time.frame to actually ﬁre position-
ing to have joint military manuvers with ovef flights of F-15's,
ships of Israelrﬂaval Vessels, and U.S. Naval Vessels in coordinated
exercises. A show of strength in_ﬁhe aréa is not'likély to occur in
any significant way. Certainly within a period of months. I don't

know therefore the answer.
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As to whether this time_the Israelies can facilitate
the excidus of the marines by supplying tﬁe factors that are missing
in terms of showing .an ongoing H.S. commnittment to defend its

vital interest in the region, despite its withdrawallof marines
without receiving something in return. That is IEAUDIBLR

I don't know an answer to it, I don't think;our government does-at
his goint. ﬁichard Schiffter, I don't think our government does

at this point either. Pardon ne Richard Schifter pointed out to

"me after I last spoke, that I may have made clear Hubaric's view.

It isn't simply and Israel move to regard to the west bank and
Guzza. That terms are too indefinite and could lead to a mis-
understanding. What I was seeking to imply by use of the term

move would be if the Israelies would incorporate the West Bank

4Hh;-ﬂhmf*3°b

fzzrfﬂﬁhfz'débaééé”ﬁl, the subject is the West Bank and I did not

wapt'tb rise and talk abhout it, and as I have been debating whether
to rise or not. Im really struck by what Rita said last night,
That we are really weary. It seems to me that this Board is weary.
That nobody ﬁas risen to really question what were for me, somewhat
astonishing,étatements coming from you at the end of ybur talk,
regarding the West Dank. I have this feeling that despite the

f&ct that you were so eloquent in opposition to Norman the other
night, that you might have been ? INAUDIBLE

As I recall 'last yeaer Al, its no secret that you were a leader

ey
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among the officers, I am busy about a revival from spaces or paralysis
in thi§ Committee to lead us and this Board, ad the comnittee, fol
‘@ principal statement on the West Bank. Of which I was most proud.
Now, tonight one year later or even less than a year later, it .
seems to me that you have renounced that. You say, if. I understood

: you'cdrreétly, and I want you to clarify hopefully,.you'll aSSuage ny
feelings. You seem to be saying thgt we can.no longer:take that
Principal position, and that you anticipate that and this committee
will be forced to take the position of the Israelie Government which
by definition of our statement last year is unprincipaled position,
and I would really like you to clarify your ambiguous statements at
the end, and indicate if iﬁdeed I am right that you have changed
your position? What has taken place?

/5L!¢¢,¢%§azag_ Fair question Bob and I foresaw some vagueness in
my remarks despite my efforis to be clearer. My position is that the
statement that we adopted last year;wés right. It was right in March
of 1983. It is right in January of 1984. 1In 1977 I stood before this
Board and asked that this Board adopt a policy of opposing the
settlement of the loan MMored which had no military significance
whatsoever, but, was a test case with regards to whether the Israelies
could expropriate private Arab property in the interest of settlement
without a security connection: I couldn't get this Board to act
at that time. I signed partition. I spoke to the Israelies. I thought

it was a mistake cause I thought it was sending Israels in a direction
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N which would lead where I sec, Isfael géing in the
future. What Ilforseé for the next period ahead of us, Bob whether

it occurs next year or the-year behond is one where the United

States govérnﬁent pdSition'and the Israel government position will
defer dn this issue and if the Iéraees will in one form or another
be asserting claims to sovernty with regards to the Wgét Ban and they
will be juﬁtffying those claims bﬁ the baéis of Israel security -
interests and the Israeli- government will by and largé support that
position, whether it be labor or LeCord, ad what I forsee is that this
body like other Jewish organizations in the United States, will
under the circumstaﬁces héve-a difficult choice presented at the time,
not a broad policy statement but having to decide basically whether
we're going to have to support Israél, in Israel's claims to con-
tinuing sdverhty with somc cdncessioﬁs orwhether we're going to stick
to the American government position of terrotory for peace which means
there is no political presence on the part of the Israelis government
beyond a line where there's 67 border or soreéthing else. That we're
go ng to tette dows closer to the Israel side then the American side.
I foresee that because were not.going to have in the term ﬁsed before.
‘The luxury to make everything come out right.  The statement that we h
adopted last year was in the right statement. It does embody in my
view making everything come out right. We are in that stateﬁent con-
fidance of providence. But, when push comes to shove, Bob you.and I
are going to have to decide in our heart of hearts when the issue is

right there on the table and the United States government is the-point
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\\“xxhat is appealing to the United States public, and the Congress for
s;pport and the Isreles are screaming that this is going to effect the
future security fo the State of Israel. It's going to be a very
‘difficult choice and what I'm suggesting is--A) We should be prepared
for it and, B) Even those such as myself who have opposed the scttle-
ment policy in respect that previously mentioned will probably under
those circumstances find that my sympathies lie more with the Israeles
pdsitibn, given my concerns with security wellbeing rof the Staté of
Israel. _ ‘ I
P Gopdy

&.&rc‘«‘/i‘““‘ Roc ko] have to rise to protest the use of the words in
principal in characterizing fhe policies of the government of Israel.
‘I don't think that was incorporated in our statement and I don't
think that is an accurate reflection of the debate. Secondly, relative
to the West Bank and the ultimate disposition of it. I wish that
in my heart ofihearts, I could invision_the Kind of circumstances that
in fact would bring that kind of tensioﬂ over thai issue to the fourth.
I don't see any high probabiiity of Hussein noving forward to negotiate.
on behalf of the Palastinian;, and in the absence of ilussein doing it,
I don't see any effort on the part of the Israeles or the part of the
United States to encourage an endeginous alternative West Bank Arab
leadership to emerge and come forward to advance the interest of the
Palestinians, and serve as a alternative negotiating party. In the absence
-Qf one of the two events, I don't see movement. Now, one thing that

Al said in his remarks, is the two people who had the greatest impact
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on where we aré today in Israel. Are Aaridare and Sharom. Its interest-
ing because in the meeting thét we had with Perez, Pe}ez made an
observation that the tragedy of the Palestinians is that they have not
had a Weitzman or a Ben Gurion. T}at Weitzman had the greatness
to c01promisé space, and the tragedy of the Palestinian-people in
that they haven't had a leader willing to compromise wifh time or with
space. The problem:is not readiness, willingness of the government of
Isréel which ever that government will be. '“The problem is the absence
of a negotlatlng partner wbo s willi to come foreward and negotiate
on the issue of time and space. : |

PAa——Bi11

éefghfff?%éa;ﬁﬂ- Despite what Gordy j;st said, I;wéuld lite to call
attention to an attitude which I think provides this meeting, and even
its INAUDIBLE that we have not seen anything like before, and ask
whether or not I am corre?£é1n nmy sensing of thls. I think that up
until this 1982 pa?er wégf;t, at least up until that time, our
sttitude was-do nothing. Pro Israel don't deal with any of Israele's
enemies. Don't provide the Saudis wifh AWACS. Don't do this, that or
the other- thing stay put. hDon't ask Israel to give anything away

- with respect to the West Bank. Ask it to stop perhaps, continued
settlement for tie time being. Now, I see an éttitude, it seem to me .
-to prevade this audience to take changes. To pefhpas send the Jordanians
with the Rapid Deployment Army to send it to them, probably let them
use under of course, very controlled circumstances from our point

of view. To keep the marines where they are, as long as they: are
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able to produce attitudes on the sides of tihe Arabs and the Syrians
ett.- That may work tovards peace. To do that with respect to the
West Bank, which may iﬁ genéral produce a give away of pait of the
West Bank in exchange-for peace. God.knowns'ifiwe more of those things

and we always known this, but we haven't known what to do. God

‘knowns if we do some of these things or something like them. There

will nver be peace , I nean JBsracl may annex the West Bank for nothing,

which just might prove to be tlic worse horrilble thing for its own
sake, that Israel ever did/ bBut it wouldn'tbring peace. Hothing
will bring peace, except some sort of alliance, some sort of working
in concert with the more moderate, perhaps, I know a very, very
awful term to use, and for.a more mo@erate of Israel erimies, such
as the Saudis. Such as the Joranians, and I scnse a movement, a

consensus of a movement and feeling towards a willingness to take

that kind of a risk rather then that kind of a risk that we have

taken in the past. Am I wrong. in this concensus?

2 Ress rom-Audiense

,61('“Aﬁ%9@£ha Bill, I agree with your analysis. Israel's ultimate

security'dépends upon its finding a place in the military equasion.
The'balancelof power in the middle, that's how Israel survived for
a 1000 years in Biblical times, Sometimes, it bet on the wrong horse.
It bet on the Lgyptians and the Babylonians capturecd Jerusalen, and

Jerimiah went into éxile into Egypt. It bet on thé'wrong horse. If.
it were possible, to bring about an Dgyptian, Jordanién, Saudi access

in which Israel fit against a more radicalconfederation or grouping
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of slt'.a-tlés such as Syria, Ifaq, etc., that would be a possible conven-
tional way in whi ch Isracl.couid exist in that part of the world.

; Just_as Curopean, western Luropean countries existed under similarly
turbulent times, for some 300-400 years, in the trecaty its west
failure through World War II. There were alliances and more skillful
effective foreign ministers and chancetlors, the persons such as
Bismarck knew that and effected such kinds of alliances.

“Israel has mot had that luxury, because no Arab govern-
ment uﬁ_until-now, Egypt included, have been willing to come forward
and ally with Israel against any ofher country in the Arabworld. So
until that oécurs, Israel peace, Israel's security remains fragile.
In terms of the other pért of your question, the Rapid Deployment
Fq;ce, I see that and I think Gordy does too, as being largely ex-
traneous to tie Aréb/Israelie equésionland certainly U.S. policy
makers do. They see the Rapid Deployment Force in terms ofhaving
an effective means within the Arab world to respond to a limited
military incursion with a limited mflitary.response. It does not
involve the use of U.S. forces.

PAt—Speaker—i2

6;55”“4;\=4h;ﬁﬁﬁi would just ;ike to make fﬁo observations, MNo. 1, that

.

the noderate Arabs includihg Egypt, with whomllsrael'negotiated a
treaty, if they want to forward Lgypt has to live by the treaty. You
can't expect Israel to give up .the land, and give up the oil, give up
the air basis andthen get nothing'substantial-against what was ex-

pected in the return, and expect her to move forward with more risk



48.

“in other areas we;e.ﬁer security is more volnerable. #2, It seems

to me, in my here and now circumstances, I mean of my assessment of
'the circumstances in the middle east, that Israel going forward

can avoid war through strength, hat the key to Sadat moving forward
was Isfael's'strength.. The absence of that strenth, Sadat would never
have made the move to make peace. That sometime sooner or later,
hopefully somebody else will come forward and say the only wat to make
some_Rind 5f actéﬁmodation in this region is to recognize that Isracl
is here. Iow in the absence oflthat happening and I don't see another
negotiaﬁing partner on the horizon, in the forseeable future, In the
absence of that happening, my concern for Israel's wellbeing and health,
happens‘to be with the internal concerns that Al talked about both
econonic, 5piritualﬁin terms of attitude and feelings about itself, aad
its purpose. Even Jordan as a remote poséibility, I don't see, I hope
and pray that the Xind wakes up one morning and sees that his interests
are in Erossing that bridge. .So far, I see no indication, I see a lot
of movements but nowprogresé.

PA: Rita’ _
éﬁﬁd%'/ééhzé¥VL I was goiﬁg to forehare saying anything becaﬁse I really

- confess being weary of this, but I have to say that I think this latter
10 minutes or so has beén'not very productive, and not a good way to

go for this agency. First of all, Al, I can't seé how anybody can
predict any abstract where we are going to come out, in the event

this or that happens, because this is not going to be this and that,

is not going to be that. The current situation is one in which no

one can make any kind of prediction as to the development in the area,
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\\\“\\with'any degree of sanguinary. If the United States pulls out, and much -
és I would like to sce that.not happen for the sake of the stability
of the region, I am convinced that by June the marines will be gone
under one pretext or another, whatever it may be. The chaos.that_
will unfold in the region is going to give forht all kinds of things
that we not yet predictionable here. Everybody knows it, without
knowingispecifically what those events will be. If Syria manages
.tO'really take control of Lebanon as I thiﬂkliis 5oemwhat inevitable
'if the marines pull out énd the_Israeliés pull out. Then the next
target is'quite clearly King Hussein and we may be meeting here aaaih
to talk about not whether the King comes to the table, but, whether
there is a King, and if there is rno Xing Husseln, who replaces him
and whgt-set of circumstances and what movements and developnents.
The Iranian/Iraq war could take a very tumultﬁous turn. The Irarians

revolution is here to stay'despite what we would all like to see

g otherwise. There are too many complexities. I know Gordy you try
. to simplify a very complex Arab picture. But infinitely more complek

then you presented, and its adacrucible now. K This whole thing of currents

~and cross-currents and over currents, and under currents and having
spent a lot of time with all sorts of people who study this continuously,
I don't know anybod/ who has an estimate as to where we go. Sol

think what we have to do as an organization is to stick with the
principal position that we took, wmy only regret is that we took it so
late, We took it probably when the facts had been decided. The

current thinking in sophisticated quarters_about eh west Bank of
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whether anybody will be interested in:it. Is what's called share
condoninium. They dﬁn't discuss sovernty. The Israelies know, that
if nothing.haﬁpens-on the West Bank and they stay there,.they won't
absorb the est Bank littéraily. Théy wont take it over. They won't
annex it because the cqﬁsequences are to severe to do that, both at
home. and externally, 3But, they park there, for the indeterminate
future, and they will talk about sharing a condominiﬁm , or sharing
sovernty and iﬁey will come forth with the idea that the Jordanians,

if there is a Jordanian Parliament, and .the Israeles can vote in

‘the Xinessit and they won't be so refined as to figure out who exactly

owns the area. It is a very nebulous position, and that's the one,
the more sophisticated thinkers are going.- I don'f know that we can
say , and I don't even think we should entertain the idea Al, of
where we would be in the event there was a frontal conflict between
tie United States and Israel, because I doubt that its going to come
out in that light. I-think'evefybody in here is really troubled at
the way events have unfolded and for me if there's anything it
teacﬂes me_again, that we ought to have been braver and truer and
more honest to oﬁrselves then we were in the past. But now in the
moment of truth is coming, its all going to bé too late.
PA: Al .

.- I was urging the statement long ago when I was
seeking sﬁpport from you and others, and I'm delighted that we are
now in concurrence ﬁn this issue. I also agree Rita with your

observation wihich really doesn't originate with you. It was that
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xxff“\great'chish'Pun&en, Sdm Goldwyn, that all predictions are risky
| particularly those whichzdeal witih the future.l I have no more pre-
dictions than you, and I think your'predictions are as good as
~mine. I did as you know, write a piece about a year ago, before
Dan Alazzar and Shamael came out witheir shafe of sovernty, wiich
was very much albng tiiose lines, and it was ny view that the ideal
solution to the problem was one of putting aside sovernty. Let the
Arabs claim Jogdanisn citizenry, if they wished, and vote in the
Jordanian Parliament-and'the Israeles would have right to vofe in the
Kinessit and there would be areas where the Israeles could settle.

' The settlement would continue. but there would be no further settlement
acnieved. Israeleé could live wiere ever they want. But the recog-
~nition would be that Israelies would not be moving into areas that are

‘heavily populated by the Arabs,_ﬁnless it was through expropriation
and the Israeles would continue to have the right to expropriation.
They would continue to have a military_presents in the West 3ank and no
other sovernty power could have  forces on the west bank. Shavai and
Alazzar come up withlmugh the same theory, which just goes-to prove

- that everyone is inventing the electric light bulb at the same time.l
If that comnes about ilallavare, I hope it does and I agree with you
ih general observationé Rita, fhat we can not now predict what position
we should take, and tp_discuss a*éeftain feeling of onwe, but I want:
this group, to at least know my feeling, that this issue can well conme
to the floor, whether it does or not, ncne of us Xnows, and if it does,

we may be in a position in which many of us, will be uncomfortiable.
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But it may be inevitable, and I share the dfscomfort'fhat Bob Goodkind
expressed and I know you feel also Rita, you being of a one mind on
this. |

PA: Speaker-Chairman

Any other Questions please? Hel..

PA: MEL Arians
=l

C~ Gordy, you were talkins about the possilble solution

to the movemeﬁt of the marines out of Lehanon, by a fery auick action
from the new point of the United States placing arms and munitions in
Israel, ané also Israele-American manuveres that means, American
ItrOOpS going into Israel and performing a set of manuveres there. You
didn't speak about the possible Eontinued presence of American troops,
and my question is A) American troops in Israel 1) Is it good for
Americans? 2) Is it good for Israel? and, 3) Is it good for Amreican
Jews?
PA: Gordy
My opinion, the answer to all three questions is basic-
ally, No. That I don't think the Isfaelies had’ever asked for,.nor do
they want American troops permaﬁently present inside of Israecl. Nor .
Ehave they asked for,_nor_do they want American troops fighting along-.
side of Israele:troopsiin the event that there is a war. What they
are talking about, is the kind df operation that the Americans con-
duc;ed under the'Bright Star, which was-simply joint manuvers that
take place in“time and place and then the Americans withdraw. 3But,

it is contingency plans that are then implemented and tested under the
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.#fhe joint ¢Omménd'of Aﬁeiicans and Zgyptians, and that what we are
talking about now, is American-Israel, and Israeles probably coordinated
o?t of the 6th fleet. But, I think that would be good and that would
be healthy. The thing that is on the agenda of the Americans and the

a .
Israelies political military talks right now, were/series of contingency

plans, that the Americans brought in, and that the Israclies brought in.

As to what place under which there would be the need for joint action '

between America and Israel, and they are trying to refine what those
) » ‘ i y g .

would be, and then plan together, and then position equipment that would

~make it possible for certain things to happen together and then manuvers
that would take place and the manuveres that are being done are not
manuveres that would be in suport of America coming to Israel's aid in
an Arab Israel kind of war. The kinds of things thatthey will be
talking abouf one thing that involves the Russians. Where America would
be taking action in support of Americané-interest against the threat of
something that is happening with ﬁhé Russian. Thats what Bright Star

was about. That's what this would be about.

/?f Aeisclinan PA:  Speaker: 1 think we reached a point where we can

ask.Al and Gordy to give us about 5 minutes, summary-:: ¢
s ~and if there... 1 was asked to say something at the end.
But it:seems to me that there are two concurrent'things going on right
now. However, slim and however modest the movement that we are sccing
on the part of fﬂe Jordanians, even the Egyptiaﬁs a little bit, and
even the West Dank people through there continued expressions of support '

for Arafét, are at least modestly hopeful. They suggest at least the

possibility of doing that which we had always said is the corner stone
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of what it is, we are supporting, nameiy calling for an open
.ﬂ;go;ﬁation, and I don't share Al's pessimism that if that should
occur, the Israelies would not be forth.coming. The stakes are so
‘Twuch higher for the Israelies. The passion for:getting this thing
resolved is a lifé'andldeath struggle.for tﬁem; ani I can not helieve
that there would not bé serious forthcoming posture onthe part of
the Israelies. In any event, we in order to be true to our own
‘positions, should be welcoming that potential andlwé-should taie
whatever modest kind of hope we can in those movements. 3ut, in
thg same time, the other thiﬁg is happening, that is happening in
Lebanon. #Where there has been an enormous and serious shift in the
balance of power. Very much the kind tﬁat I think Rita accurrately
described, which has truely gargantuan and potentis consequences.
“What is at stake in thése two ooncurrentiy occurring trénds, is that
with the fordanians end of it, there is a continuation or at least
' a beginning of a response to the_notioutﬁat thé ultimate solution is
negotiation, and in the_othér end in Lebanon. What is at Stake, is pre=
cisely the opposite. Because what is really going on there is the
insistance on the part of the Syrians that negotiations are not to
be téken place with the Israeiies. That the May 17th agreement niust
be forfited. That the area'its own 5phere_pf control invluences ané
I think Rita is absolutely right, that the consequences of a Syrian
victory in the area are‘to be a threat against Jordan, and then who
Knows what's next? -But the whole trend in that area has escalated to
the point where now this country has a major stake. I don't sce how

we can avoid since wehave always insisted in our support for the first
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6ption of thelﬁegotiations and the notion that stength is required

to produce ﬁegotiatidns_aﬁd then negotiate, fake place and the parties
negotiated. I don't see how we can depart from the ﬁotion that we have
a stake in upholding the noiion of negotiation, and that we have a |
stake inseeing that the Syrians with Russian support do not accomplish
their ends in Lebanon. Aﬁd, if that means that the maintenance and

I agree with Al on this;‘and that 1800 marines or twice that number,

or ten times that numbér, that's what a marine is for. That's what

the arm forces of a country are for, and for us to make the kind of
withdrawal that is now being pressed upon our government, I belicve

is another forfeture on the part of the United Statés which will have.
truely historic adverse consequences to our ability to conduct
effective foreign affairs ahywhere both in the middle east and clsewhere.
So; I think we arve going-to have to face up, What it is we say about
what's happening in Lebanﬁn. I don't kﬁow whether Al's right?

Two years down the pole, I have indiéated that I believe the Israeles .
will not make it necessary to have the kind of choice that Al is
talkiug'abput. But what I do.knowlis that what we are facing right

now, and will be facing for_l"che next few weeks, and months. The nost
'serious challenge to our own ability to maintain our notion and tradition-
al stants. There is an Américan_interest in this region. That it

is that Americanxinterest that requires the support of Israel. That

it is. the suppoft of the concept of negotiations resulting from the
Strength of Israel, that is what is today at stake.heré, and what's

gqing to happen with the marines, if it happens the way Rita says it
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will, and she nay weli bLe right. I think its important that we bLe
s_fanding ups and be c__ounted.l That we support basically where we are
right now in Lehanon.. That is to say with the necessary challenge.
That calls for tie withdrawa; themselves, will be the most self- -
fulfilling prophecy of all. :ﬁecaﬁse there's no reason in the world
for either the Soviets or for the Syrians to do anything. If they
know that Americans will is alreédy collapsing with respect to that.
Let me ju;t close by remin&iﬁg.yoﬁiof éomething that IHAUDIBLE
said many'years'ago, and #hichlﬁenry Jéékson used to quote all the
time. "There has never béén a scheme of jﬁs%ice in history, which
did not have a balance of powef at its foundatibh., If the Democratic

nations fail, this'failﬁreﬁmus; be vartly attributed to the faulty
strategy of idealist who have toc many illusions when they face
realist who have too little c0ns¢ience", and there is precisely that
which is—at stake, wé aré witﬁessing a change in the bhalance of’powér
of terfibly serious consequencés, and we must ha?e the kind of realisn
bpth as Americans, and as supporters_of israel; That is designed to
counter that. |

| Thank you very ﬁuch. It's been a-good evening.

END: 1/28/84



?""ﬂ OU(‘{G | 2 ]9y
\3 /\O/L Tentative Agenda for Officers' Trip to France
Sunday afternoon or evening--meet with French Jewish community
leaders. Dinner, possibly.
MONDAY AND TUESDAY IN PARIS |
Monday morning--A 2-hr. talk, "France Today," by Mr. Jacques

. V¥ L Atelier, Chief Advisor to Pres. Mitterand
e~ mostly on domestic policy

b 3 T

Monday afternoon- 4I;it to U.S. Embassy
Meet with (unspecified day & time)-

Mme Cressont, Mlnlster of Trade Relations (former Minister of
Agriculture) Possibly lunch on Monday.

V//ﬁr. Lauren Fabius, Minister of Industry & Research
< . Fabius' cabinet director, Mr. Schwedber

u/’Robert Badlnter, Minister of Just;ce

rd

: A B T F o 8 - !
1Phillip Guerin, Y- WS/ P Fr .
-h"'“‘——--——*"""—d—# = \

Nﬁdéiﬁh-.zur Pisani, European Comm1551on for Developing Countrles

o —
e - s eyt

Or‘-—__..--"""—'

Mr. Pisani's chief advisor in Paris

technology to Pres. Mitterand.
Meet with him at Elysee Palace

. L//er. Charles Salzmann chief advisor for forelgn policy and high

%VVLb t\ff: Louis Mermez, Pres. of National Assembly. member of Socialist
-party. . —
-\__a“___ﬁ‘__ et g

President of Franco-American assn.
~ President of France-Israel Assn.
Mr. Claude Cheysson, Minister of Foreign Affairs (deals with
East-West relationships, forelgn pollcy,
Middle East, Africa)

- Two French journalists: Mr. Jean Daniel, Ed.-in-Chief,
Nouvel-Observiter, weekly magazine:

f Mr. Paul Balta, Ed.-in-Chief, Middle East sec.
Le Monde, daily newspaper

Cardinal Lustiger
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WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY IN-MARSEiLLES
Go there by train, return by plane_

Stop off in Avignon Wednesday, visit to the oldest synagogue in France.

et in Marseilles:
Mr. Gaston Defferre, Minister of the Interior (he's also Mayor of
& Marseilles) (the group may meet him here or in Paris)
Cardinal Etchegaray ¥

Jewish community leaders

r

RETURN TO PARIS THURSDAY ‘
Friday afternoon go to Grand Synagogue in Paris

Thursday afternoon visit Israei embassy
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PRESS & INFORMA‘TION SEHVICE

83/61

FRANCE AND THE MIDDLE EAST-

"France is among. the few.countries that, through their pesitiens,
their influence-in histery, their friendships and their interests.
have -for many years been designated as the traditional interlocutors
of the peoples of the Middle East."

President Francois Mitterrand
address to thé;Kﬂesset,.Mqréh 4, 18982

"France-is-net-effering;tp-act as either arbiter or mediator. It has
friendships on both sides and hopes. to pool its. efforts with these
ef a few others in order to brlng about a state of peace."

Frangois Mitterrand, zntervtew for
Aus rian'Br@adcasting Company s
June 14, 1982

"France‘e pOllCY is one of presence, balance and peace,

"It is a pel*cy of presence because France ‘has had perlleged
relations in this part eof the world for centuries, because our
country is one of the five permanent members of the United Natioens
Security Council, and because we have been enriched by a great
history and have special respensibilities that I intend to fulfill.

"It.is a.pelicy of balance based on three principles: the right of.
the people. of. Israel to live. in peace, within the secure borders:
of a state that is recognized and respected by all; the right of.
the Palestinian people to a homeland and te set up the institutions
of their choice; the right of the. Lebanese people to regain the-
unity and independence that are being flouted today.-

972 FIFTH AVE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 TEL: 570-4400



"It is a policy of peace because I believe that the only way to
arrive at these ends is to choose negotiation over war.: I seek
peace because I believe. the principles I have ‘just mentioned will
become reality only if we pursue this path."

Francois Mitterrand, interview
on French TV, August 19, 1982

A SINGLE OBJECTIVE: PEACE

"The right of the Middle East states to live in peace and security,
and the right of the peoples of that area, as elsewhere, -to self-
determination are the simple creed of a policy that is stated
everywhere in the. same terms.

"It does not please everyone simultaneously. But I am sure that.
it is the way for' France to earn or recover the respect and
ultimately the friendship of all parties." |

Fraﬂfois Mitterrand; interview in
- Le Monde, November 26, 1982

"None of us can forget what the Jewish people have undergone. .
But we want a return to peace in the Middle East; we want to see
peace worked out by the countries and the peoples of this region
among themselves, not dictated by the superpowers in the light of
their own interests."”

Claude Cheysson, Minister of External
Relations, interview in the weekly
'L'Unit€, September 12, 1981

"We have become 'activists' for peace. Each time we make a move

or say something in a country the critics immediately start firing,
not to say attacking, but we shall continue. Believing as we.do

in the possibility of peace in the Middle.East, we are not going to
be satisfied with saying this in a corner of our office every

three months and for-everything else do business with those who

are willing to do so. No, we will ge and say on the spot what

we -have to say. | ' -



"I have met with chairman Arafat and I have been to Jeriusalem. More
importantly, the French President will be going to Jerusalem one:
day. He has been to Saudi Arabia and he plans other visits. We.
will be 'activists.' Being 'activists' means that each time
countries in the region, forces in the region, think we can

play a useful role we will go provided they are the ones who ask
.for our services. If they ask the European Community, we will

urge our partners to go."

Claude Cheysson, interview on
Egyptian TV, January 1, 1982

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES - THE RIGHT OF STATES

@ The Principles of a Settlement

"The right of all peeples in the region, including the Palestinian
people, to express themselves through self-determination and to
constitute their state.

"The right of all states, including Israel and the future
Palestinian state, to develop in peace within internationally
recognized borders.

"The need to deal with the problems through a negotiation that-
encompasses all the interested countries and peoples, and in.
this instance the representative of the Palestinian people is
in our view the PLO. '

"Lastly, the refusal to accept any unilateral change, any change
by force; of an international deC151en and in particular a
decision by the United Nations."

Claude Cheysson, press conference
Riyadh, May 30, 1982

“Dialogue-implieS'that each party can pursue ‘its rights to their
logical conclusien. For the Palestinians, as for the others,
‘this may eventually mean 'a state."”

Frangois Mitterrand, address to
the Knesset, March 4, 1982



"When speaking of security, it is appropriate to speak of the
security of all the states in the area since this is also a

concern in Syria and Jordan. In my view, the technical responses--
in the form of international guarantees, an international presence,
the presence of allies--should be very similar in order to deal
with Israel's security and, separately of course, the security of
Jordan and Syria."

Claude Cheysson, interview in the
weekly Tribune Juive, November 5, 1982

"We want to see peace worked out by the countries and the peoples
of this region among themselves, not dictated by the superpowers
in the light of their own interests."

Claude Cheysson, interview in
L'Unité, September 12, 1981

"No one can decide on the borders or conditions that will apply
on the basis of United Nations Resolution 242, to the parties in
question. This is an issue for the negotiators and the
negotiators alone."

Frangois Mitterrand, address to
the "Knesset, March 4, 1982

SPEAKfﬂgthE”SEME“LﬂﬂéuééE-IOIALL

"Another principle which itself comes close to being a method:

It appears to me very difficult to be able to make progress without
prior and mutual recognition on the part of those who are fighting
each other, those who ignore each other. We are well aware that

we are still far from this since the interested parties, whose
decision is of the first importance, I refer to Israel and the
representatives of the Palestinians, mutually reject any such
recognition.

"Everything must be encouraged to make dialogue possible,

based on intentions which should be spelled out. Such a dialogue,
if undertaken, would lead to this mutual recognition. I want to
say that as a preliminary someone has to speak. We fervently hope



that.not.enly the PLO, but also all the Arab countries, will
recognize Israel's right to exist. And we hope that Israel
will recognize the Palestinians' right to self-determination.”

Frangoie Mitterrand, press
confgrence, Catro, November 25, 1982

"I have kept.to the same language everywhere. In Algiers,
alongside President Boumedienne, . speaking live on television,

I told the Algerians that nothing would be pessible until they
recognized Israel's right to exist. I said the same thing in.
Caire, to Sadat, before the- peace-treaty between Israel and

Egypt. Similarly, every time I have been in Tel Aviv or Jerusalem
I have always told my Israeli friends that they should allew the
Palestinians the possibility of having a hemeland. ' So I have
spoken the same language te one.and all.. I am a friend of Israel,
and I shall do nothing to endanger Israel's existence or its means
to exist but I do not think that it is realistic to pretend

that the Palestinian problem does not exist."

Fraﬂﬁois Mitterrand, interview in
The New York Times, June 4, 1981

EBANO

"Let us think about Lebanon, as a nation, as a state, whose
independence, integrity, unity and sovereignty are, to our eyes,
sacred and must be defended and supported whatever happens. -

"l. We hope to see Lebanon's sovereignty, integrity and unity
reestablished in concrete form.

"2, We ask that Security Council resolutions 508 and 509 on the
cease-fire and the withdrawal of Israeli. forces from Lebanese
territory be respected, and likewise we hope that all foreign
armies will leave Lebanon, excepting a decision to the contrary’
from the international community with the agreement of the
legitimate government of Lebanon.



"3. We ask that the safeguard and the: protéétiéﬁ of the Lebanese
and -Palestinian populations be assured and that-help to the
victims of the ‘recent events reach them w1thout ‘delay:

"4, We appeal for the legitimate rights of . the‘Palestlnlan
people. to be recegnized and respected. :

"S. We ask'that the internationally recognized borders of each
country in the region be respected and guaranteed.

"The two governments will act in accordance with these principles.”

Joint Franco-Austrian Declaration
on Lebanon, Vienna, June 17, 1982

"Each time the Lebanese government asked for French participation
France was willing to help, first in security efforts to contain the
effects of war, then to deploy a force of interpesition, and lastly
to bring about the desired situation, that is, independence and
unity once again. France is prominent in the force of interposition
and even provided the first contingents present on Lebanese soil."

Frangois Mitterrand, press
confgrence,-Cairo,'ﬁovember 258, -1982

g

"French policy on.the Middle East is.the same as that which I
defined when I was a candidate and I have had no reason. to change
it since I was elected president.. Israel has the right to exist
and to have the means and guarantees to do so. In a book published
at-the end of 1980, I wrote: .'Two peoples for the same ‘land. Two
peoples and centuries that testify for them. 1Is a person an
extremist just because he wants a homeland?' The Jewish people
have won. the right to live on a land on which their ancestors.

left an ineradicable. impression over. the ‘ages, a land that continues
to presper in their care. But others have lived, worked, suffered
and hoped. in this narrow area. of the world: I am thinking of.

the Palestinians. It is impossible to deny them their right to



a homeland. No one has- yet been able to solve. this problem and
it weuld. be tragic te leave-its solution te' the hazards of-:
relations of force." B

Fpa@fois.Mitterrand, interview in
the “monthly L'Arche; February 24, 1982

"The Israeli geovernment: is cenvinced that we are friends because
the principles we have enunciated. from the start have remained-
unchanged. These:principles include Israel's right to live. in
peace -under normal conditions--something it has not been allowed:
to-do since its-existence. We are totally committed on this:
point--our commitment might entail the moest serious consequences; .
one ‘day,; - if Israel were threatened. So in this respect there-

is not the slightest ambiguity. The Israelis knew that they

can count on France's support." ‘

Claude Cheysson, interview 1in
Paris Match, July 8, 1982

"I doen't agree that Israel should be regarded as a country not
to be visited, a people to be ignored. They are a great people.
and it is  admirable. the:way they have built up their country:
which deserves protection and security. The state of insecurity
in which they find themselves has led to an internal peolicy
whose external projections I often refuse to accept and at times
condemn. That's: the-real state of affairs.".

Francois Mitterrand, press conference
Pari%, June 9, 1982

"Each time I-have met an Arab head of state--and I have met many--.
I have -advised him to recognize. the state of Israel, as I have
advised the Palestinian. representatives I have had. the occasien to-
meet: .- My policy is inspired. by respect for Israel, by a rejectioen
of all discrimination toward that coeuntry; but alsoe by freedom- '
of action for France whenever: the ‘balance in- this region of the -
world might be threatened by-a unilateral act."”

Francoeis Mitterrand, interview on
French TV, August 17, 1982



iE PALES

"I tell the Israelis in reference to the Palestinian people:.

'Even if you have refused to recognize this people. since they

were put in camps, defeated, they have nonetheless proved their
existence as a people and even confirmed the fact of their nation-
hood.' There is nothing like resistance, war, struggle and suffering
to confirm the existence of a people. This people exists. Denying
them recognition makes peace in the Middle East impossible. We

have always said this. We will continue to do so."

Claude Cheysson, . vemarke to the
Arab press, December 14, 1982

"As President Mitterrand said well before he was elected--if the
right of a people to a homeland is recognized, what is going to
become of this right? The people are going to want to have -
their own state. So let us say it--let us say the words,
Palestinian state."

Claude Cheysson, on Egyptian TV

"I don't decide the perimeter of a future Palestinian state..

I have no idea what it will be. It will be 'up to the negotiators
to determine the frontiers and into the bargain the guarantee
for -those frontiers.

"By contrast; I have always said that if the question arose, it
would do so first of all in the West Bank.and Gaza and that while
it was impossible for me to define the contours; I can nevertheless
foresee its center."

Frangotis Mitterrand, press
conference, Paris, June 9, 1982

"We consider the PLO the representative of the Palestinian struggle.-
This is the same expression the French President. used during his
official visit. toe Saudi Arabia. By contrast, we do noet think

that there can be one representative of the Palestinian people

so long as“this peeple has not attained its full rights--that



is ‘acquired a state. I would. like to point out that this
position is shared by all the European countries. The PLO,
representing as it does the Palestinian struggle, is an essential
partner to the negotiations. - There cannot be peace if the
Palestinians are -not at the table, and at the table it is the
PLO that represents the struggle." ; :

Claude Cheysson, press conference,
Abu Dhabi, June 20, 1982

"The mission of French troops in Lebanon was to ensure the departure
of Palestinian fighters from West Beirut in security and dignity.
The aim was to save the leadership of the PLO which, among other:
things, was threatened with actual elimination. By doing so we

. sought to preserve the chances for a political dialogue with the
PLO in accordance with the position France has consistently

~ maintained. Since the start of the Israeli invasion, France

. has continued to advocate that Palestinian renunciation of the
-military path should be met with recognition of this organization's
major political role."

Pierre Mauroy, address to the
National Assembly, September 12, 1982

“Erahée.will_greetfdialogue-or an. approeach to dialogue with approval,
as it -will view with concern any unilateral action on either side
that delays the advent of peace."

Frangois Mitterrand, address to
the “"Knesset, March 4, 1982

® ThéﬁPgace Between Egypf,and Israel.

"I think it is a good thing that Egypt and Israel have made peace.
I have often said that two countries that.are at war certainly
have -the.right to make peace between themselves. A comprehensive-
settlement would be desirable but it has not succeeded. A partial
settlement is perhaps not enough but it has succeeded. So let us
be practical. For my own part, I prefer the Israelis and the
"Egyptians to be at peace rather than at war. Moreover, I am very
concerned about Israel's security. It is important for Israel

to have an accord with Egypt."

Frangeois Mitterrand, interview in
The Washington Post, June 18, 1881



® The Franco—Egyptian Plan.

"The Franceo-Egyptian plan, or put another way, Europe's positiocn,
since the Egyptian plan repeats the June 29 Declaration of the
Eurepean Council almost word: for word, seems to us mere complete
than the two others.  As the foreign affairs ministers of the

Ten said at their last meeting, we believe.that  the Franco-Egyptian
plan constitutes a preliminary outline for an eventual settlement.”

Claude Cheysson, press conference,
New York, September 27, 1982

© President Reagan's Speech at Burbank:

"The address is very interesting because it represents an overture-
that might make it pessible for. negotiations te begin and for this
reason it.deserves to be supported in our view. - But it represents
only one overture and the negotiations would obvieusly have to go
beyond what is explicitly stated in President Reagan's address."”

Claude Cheysson, interview with the
Kuwait News Agency, November 8, 1982

® The Fez -Declaration.

"The Arab countries meeting in Fez made -other proposals. Some
of them repeated the proposals of the then Prince. Fahd whoe has:
since become ‘the King of Saudi Arabia. As I 'said at the time,
in Saudi Arabia at Taif, in the presence of Prince Fahd, we:
considered this plan--these. proposals--a good way to open dialegue
even- though we reserved our opinien. as teo the:stated geals

and conditions; some of which we believe would be difficult

to achieve. But in any case. the mere fact of beginning talks,
by taking' into account the existence of the other, would be a-
step forward. We: have te leek at all the pregress that has
been made. The move at Fez takes its inspiratien.-from this,
even  if-the emphasis placed on the various cenditiens differs
in one or two places. France's position remains. the same:-
reservations with regard te certain ebjectives, endorsement

of the methed."-

Francoeis Mitterrand, press conference, .
Cairo, November 25, 1982



FRENCH EMBASSY

PRESS & INFORMATION DIVISION

CLAUDE CHEYSSON
MINISTER OF ExTERNAL RELATIONS

‘Claude Cheysson, a career diplomat and member of the
Commission of the European Communities,. was named French Minister
of External Relations on May 22, 1981 and reappointed on June 23
of that year. Mr. Cheysson was reconfirmed in his position in
the third cabinet of Prime Minister Pierre Mauroy, March 22, 1983.

Mr. Cheysson began his career in the French Ministry
of Foreign Affairs in 1948. He represented his government at the
German constituent assembly in Bonn in 1948 and 1949, and from
1949 to 1952 headed the French liaison office with the new Federal
Republic of Germany.

In 1952 he served as adviser to the president of the
Vietnamese government. He was appointed to head the staff of
Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Mendés France in 1954; in 1956
Mr. Cheysson became technical adviser to the staff of Alain Savary,
secretary of state in charge of Moroccan and Tunisian affairs,
beginning a long period of involvement with African affairs. He
served as secretary general of the Commission on Technical '
Cooperation in Africa from 1957 to 1962 and later was chief
administrator of the Saharan Organization from 1962 to 1965.
Named minister plenipotentiary in 1965, Mr. Cheysson returned to
the Far East as ambassador to Indonesia in 1966 and served there
until 1969. ' _

Between 1970 and 1973 Mr. Cheysson was president of the
board of directors of Entreprise Miniere et Chimigue and has been
affiliated since 1968 with the company that publishes the Paris
daily, Le Monde.

972 FIFTH AVE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 TEL: 570-4400



Mr. Cheysson was a member of the European Commissien. . .
from 1973 to May 198l.- Entrusted with Community.relations.with
the developing nations, he was responsible for drawing up the
Lome agreements, a comprehensive trade and aid arrangement between
the EEC and nearly 60 African, Caribbean and Pacific nations.

Chaude Cheysson was born on April 13, 1920 in Paris.
A graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique and the Ecole Nationale
d'Administration, he took part in the liberation of France as
an officer of General Leclerc's armored division. He is an
officer of the Legion of Honor and holds the Croix de Guerre
with three citations. .

5783 : 138
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PRESS & INFORMATION SERVICE

JACQUES ATTALI
SPECIAL ADVISER TO PRESIDENT MITTERRAND

Jacques Attali, an economist and senior official
of the Council of State, is special adviser to President
Fran301s Mitterrand. Mr. Attali's connection with Mr. Mitterrand
dates from 1976 when the then First Secretary of the Socialist
party appointed him adviser. Mr. Attali became a member of
the party's steering committee the following year and in
1979 was named special assistant to Mr. Mitterrand. Mr. Attali
headed the Mitterrand election team during the 1981 successful
presidential campaign. He was appointed special adv1ser to
the President on May 23, 1981l.

A graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique, the Institut
d Etudes Pollthues and the Ecole Nationale d'Administration
(ENA), Mr. Attali is a professor of economics at the Ecole
Polytechnique and lectures at the University of Paris. He
has been Director of Seminars at ENA since 1974.

In addition to teachlng, Mr. Attali is head of the
series "Economie en liberté" published by the Presses universitaires
de France (PUF). He sits on the executive board of the
quarterly, Autrement, and on the -editorial board of the
periodical, Soctialisme et Economie.

Mr. Attali is active in several organlzatlon51nclud1ng
the National Council of the United Jewish '‘Social Fund and
the International Action Committee Against Hunger.

Mr. Attali is a prollflc writer and has published
the following works: Analyse economtque de la vie politique,
1972; Modéles poZztzques, 1972; L'Anti- econompque, 1974;
La Parole et l'outil, 1975; Ltbertes, Zzbertes, in collaboration,
1976; Bruits, 1977; La Nouvelle Economie frangazse, 1977;
L'0rdre cannibale, 1979; Les Trois mondes, 198l; Histoire du
temps, 1982,

Jacques Attali was born in 1943 in Algiers. He is
married and has one son.

2/84
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FRENCH EMBASSY
PRESS & INFORMATION SERVICE

LOUIS MERMAZ
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

” Louis Mermaz, Socialist deputy from the department
of Isere, was a member of the National Assembly from 1967 to
1968 and again from 1973 on, winning election in 1973, 1978
and 1981. He was elected president of the National Assembly
in 1981.

He served as Minister of Equipment and Transportation
in the first Mauroy cabinet (May 22-June 23, 1981).

Within the Socialist party, Mr. Mermaz has been a
member of the steering committee since 1971 and the executive
committee since 1975. From 1975 to 1979 he was the party's
national secretary. During the 1981 presidential elections
he was a delegate for Mr. Mitterrand.

In addition to his functions at the national
level, Mr. Mermaz is active in local government. He is
mayor of Vienne (pop. 26,000) in the Isére department,
winning election in 1971, 1977 and 1983. He also chairs
the Iseére departmental general council (since 1976) and is
a member of the regional council of the RhBDES*AlpeS (since
1973).

) Louis Mermaz was born August 20, 1931 in Paris.
He carned a doctoral degree in history and subsequently
taught modern history at the university of Clermont-Ferrand.
He has published three books: Madame de Maintenon, Madame
Sabatier and La Dynastie des Hohenzollern.

Mr. Mermaz is married and has three children.

2/84
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- GASTON ‘DEFFERRE
MINISTER OF STATE, MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR AND OF DECENTRALIZATION

82/38 .

Gaston Defferre, mayor of Marseilles, was named Minister..
of State, Minister of the Interior and of Decentralization on.
May 22, 1981 in the first.cabinet of Prime Minister Pierre
Mauroy and reappointed to that: position in the second cabinet
on June..23, 1981. ~  w p

: Mr. Defferre, a. lawyer by profe331on, has served
..continuously as mayor ‘of Marseilles since 1953 and also held

the post briefly after the Liberation. A Socialist party member,
hewas either a deputy or senator from the Marseilles. area
(Bouches-du~Rhdne department) “from 1946 until he" assumed his
ministerial duties, : Y ; : ;

. A veteran politician, Mr.: Defferre, 70, has been Secretary
of State to the Presidency. of the. Council; :in charge of information
- (1946) ; Undersecretary of State for France Overseas (1946-1947) ;.
.and Minister of the Merchant Marine (1950-1951). 1In 1956-1957,

as Minister for France Overseas, he drafted 1eglslation that was

to grant autonomy to French overseas’ terrltorles in Africa and

to Madagascaro

Mr. Defferre.became active in French Socialist politics.. .
during World War .II, when he.was a member of the party's. .
..clandestine executive. bureau. Since then he has.many times
. served as a representative of the Socialists .or of the political
- left in local, regional and international bodies. . He was president

 of the Socialist group /in: the: National Assembly in.1962 and 1969..

" In 1974 he was named. to the steering committee of: the Socialist
party and one-year later to: the party's executive bureau. 1In 1969
“Mr. Defferre ran unsuccessfully agalnst Georges Pompidou as the

Socialist candidate for president. .

This document was prepared by the Prass and Information Service of the French Embaossy, 972 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10021 (Tel: 212 570-4400).

It moy be reproduced wholly or in part. Requests for further information will be welcomed.




During the war, as-head of a Resistance network in the
south of France, Mr. Defferre met with General:' de Gaulle on
special missions'to Algiers:and London. He.was also partially.
responsible ‘for the publication of the first underground newspaper
in southern France. After the war Mr., Defferre managed the daily
newspaper Le Provencal in Marseilles, which gained. popularity
under his editorship. '

Mr. Defferre holds a degree in law and a diploma for
advanced studies in'political 'science. He is a . Chevalier of
“the Legion of Honor.and was awarded the Croix.de Guerre (1939-
1945) and the Medal of the Resistance for his wartime activities.
"Born on' September 14, 1910 in Marsillargues (southern France),
Mr., Defferre has been married. three times, currently to the .
former ‘Edmondée Charlés-Roux. Gl s .

Mr. Deferre is the author of two books: A New Horizon .
" (Gallimard, 1965) and If Temorrow the Left... (Laffont, 1977).



Mr. Braunshvig, Mr. Levy and myself were very interested
in your letter of January 17.

You know with what interest we followed your proposals
during the visit that you made to us at the Alliance last
Jan. 13th. We have been able t6 consider the. value of -
the useful actions that you undertake .in the various
"areas of your activity and to look with favor on the ideas
of cooperation between our two organizations in areas of
particular delicacy.

,We will remain in close touch and in the hope of further’
meetings. Best wishes.
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PARIS. LE

Chers amis,

_ Monsieur le Président Jules BRAUNSCHVIG,
M, Jacques LEVY et moi-méme avons été particulieérement
sensibles a votre lettre du I7 Jjanvier,

Vous savez avec quel intér&t nous avons
suivi vos propos lors de la visite que vous avez bien
voulu nous rendre a l'Alliance le I3 janvier dernier.
Nous avons pu prendre la mesure des actions utiles
que vous entreprenez dans les différents domaines de
votre gctivité et relever avec sympathie des perspec=-
tives de coopération entre nos deux organisations
dans des domaines particulierement délicats.

Nous resterons donc en rapport et dans
1'espoir de prochaines rencontres, Jje vous prie de
croire, chers amis, a mes sentiments dévoués,

Gérard ISRAEL
Conseiller du Président

Messieurs le Rabbin Marc H, TANENBAUM

et William S,

TROSTEN

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
165 East 56 Street
NEW YORK CITY N.Y, I0022

- +~(UeSsha)
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AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE MISSION TO PARIS
February 27.- March 2, 1984

(A few Notes on French Officials)

ATTALI, Jacques

Born in Algiers 1943, of Jewish parents. Wife converted to /
Judaism; Vice President FSJU, suspended his participation whén
appointed Special Adviser to the President. His office is n?xt
to President Mitterrand's and all visitors must go through it to
reach the President; personal friend of Mitterrand, who calls him
his "living encyclopedia." Jacques Attali is somewhat of a re-
naissance man: he has written nine books, most on economics and
political science, but also on music and time. Graduated from
the two most prestigious 'grandes &coles' (access by competitive
exams of already very selected students, with some 30 of 3,000
applicants received), Polytechnique and ENA. Before appointment
as Speciad Adviser to Mitterrand was Maitre de Conferences at
Polytechnique.

Organized Versailles summit meeting (President Reagan and European
heads of state came to it.) For obvious reasons tries to keep
aloof from day to day Jewish community matters, though keeps tab
oh cultural and educational ones.

Has a twin brother, Bermard, equally brilliant and presently
Director of Datar (Planning Equipment and Regional Action French
Territory).

BADINTER, Robert

Born 1928 in Paris, of Jewish parents (furriers, deported,
Yiddishists). Second marriage to Elizabeth Bleustein-Blanchet
(father owns Publicis, Drugstores, very affluent). Lawyer, fought
for abolition of the death penalty and put this through when ap-
pointed Minister of Justice in Mitterrand government. Also abo-
lished secret security courts and carrying out other judicial
reforms. Was Vice President of FSJU but resigned when appointed
Minister. Wife Elizabeth was a member of CRIF Political Commission
but also left when Badinter appointment to ministry came through.
She is a historian, author of several books.

Badinter is perhaps the most attacked for his Jewishness —-- the son
of furrier and the rich girl; as well as for his position on death
penalty and penal reforms by all who are convinced that death and
hash conditions are the antidote for crime and lawlessness.

CHEYSSON, Claude

Born 1920, graduate Polytechnique. Headed for several years the
EEC Brussels Commission in charge of developing countries; became
Minister of External Affairs in 1981. Definite pro-third world
sympatihies. Comes through as the one who tests public reaction by
dropping little phrases that go much beyond the actual government
thinking. Has met several times with PLO representatives, as well
as with Arafat.



Notes - P. 2

CHIRAC, Jacques

53* Born 1932, graduate ENA (also attended Harvard summer school and
wrote thesis in 1954 on the port of New Orleans). Served in sever-
al ministry cabinets during Pompidou regime. Appointed Minister of
Agriculture (1971-72) and for just two months Minister of Interior
in 1974. Was then Prime Minister during Giscard regime until he
resigned in 1976 in disagreements with Giscard policies. Founded
RPR Party (Ressemblement pour la Republique)so-called Gaullist ideo-
logy and was a candidate for the presidency in 1981, with a campaign
that was aimed more against Giscard than Mitterrand. It was during
his time as Prime Minister under Giscard that he negotiated the sale

—~of a nuclear power plant to Irak (Osirak). Since then he has main-
tained excellent relations with the Iraqi government and is said
to be very friendly with Saddam Hussein. (Totally unconfirmed
rumors even say that Iraq helped to finance his presidential
campaign.) Elected Mayor of Paris in October 1977 (a very good
one at that) still RPR chief and positioning himself for next
presidential elections. Reacted strongly against annexation of

— Golan Heights and never visited Israel. On the other hand did
invite Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek (as mayor to mayor) who re-
turned the courtesy but so far did not get a chance to put it into
effect.
As mayor of Paris his attitude and behavior toward Jewish commu-
-nity has been byond reproach: he has helped finance community

—~ buildings, schools, synagogues; .handed out more medals and given
more receptions for Jews than any other in memory. Though his
party leaders have made declarations about alliances and co=-exist=-
ence with National Front Party, he has recently shifted from being
evasive or ambiguous on this score and publicly declared against it.

CRESSON, Edith

Age 49, HEC diploma (top business school in France). Ran for elect-
ive office several times but never made it until appointed Minister
of Agriculture in 1981, where she stayed until 1983. Now Minister
of External Commerce and Tourism. A fighter, apparently doing well,
no involvement in Jewish matters.

DEFERRE, Gaston

Age 73. Mayor of Marseilles for many years; now only Deputy Mayor

and Minister of Interior since 1981. Very good friend of Jewish

community, with which he maintains close and sincere ties, (First
-~ wiigzﬂiiﬁgggish.) Now on third marriage (since 1973) with Edmonde

Charles-Roux (journalist Elle, Vogue) also novelist.

Gaston Deferre is a lawyer by training, was chief of a large

Resistence network, is also owner of a newspaper in Marseilles.

SALZMANN, Charles

J?§‘7 Born in Paris, 1927, of Jewish parents. Master of Science Columbia
University. Also member of Operations Research Society of America
and Institute of Management Sciences. Adviser to President Mitterrand
on computer science, but also and especially the adviser on Jewish
affairs and boycott matters. He is described as a charming gentle-
man and 'the' Jewish community contact par excellence.



‘Notes - P. 3

DANIEL, Jean

Born in Algeria, 1920, both parents Jewish. Raised and finish-
ed university studies in Algeria and this is why he claims a
"double culture" (Jewish and Arab); also because he lived in

Arab quarter and close to Arab roots for many years. Prof. of
philosophy, but became Chief Editor of L'Express (weekly) in

1955 and until 1964, when he moved to Nouvel Observateur (Soc.
weekly). Very involved in Jewish issues, close to President
Mitterrand, works toward rapprochement of Israel and Palestinlans
(has introduced some West Bank intellectuals to Pt. Mitterrand).
Was active in his rapprochement efforts with Dr. Nahum Goldmann,
Mendes France and Peace Now. Lately (probably since Issam
Sartawi's assassination and PLO claims for terrorist acts against
Israel) he has distanced himself from the PLO -- but not from
Palestinians.

BALTA, Paul

Journalist with Le Figaro for years, moved out after change of
ownership of paper and now with Le Monde. In his forties, a
specialist on Maghreb region and Middle East. His sympathies
are with the Arabs. Rumored by some to be Jewish, from Egypt,
but this is totally unconfirmed.
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February 24, 1984

Dear Marc:

Enclosed are folders with program, notes, etc. that
I would appreciate your distributing to everyone.

Made last additions by hand, could not be helped.

My telephone, just in case, is 707.0496. Call if you
need anything; and if I don't hear from you, shall be
at the Bristol on Sunday, 4:00 p.m.

All the very beSt,

-—wnuvoa q'/u,e, — ~ueag
lhon srnil e,

MAYNARD . WISHNER, President o @ DONALD FELDSTEIN, Executive Vice-President
HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN. Chairmen, Board of Governors @  THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Natignal Executive Council @  ROBERT L. PELZ Chaiman, Board of Trustees ®
E. ROBERT GOODKIND, Treasurer B  MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary @  ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associate Treasurer =  ALFRED H. MOSES, Chairman, Executive Committee ®
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER, =&  Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MARTIN GANG,
RUTH R. GODDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD =  MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive Council &  MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer
@  Executive Vice-Presidents Emeriti: JOHN SLAWSON, BERTRAM H. GOLD &  Vice-Presidents: MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore; EDWARD E. ELSON, Atianta; RICHARD J. FOX, Philadelphia; ROBERT D. GRIES,
Cleveland: RITA E. HAUSER, New York: HARRIS L. KEMPNER, JR., Galveston; JOHN D. LEVY, St. Louis; HAMILTON M. LOEB, JR., New York; LEON RABIN, Dallas; GORDON S. ROSENBLUM, Denver;
JOHN H. STEINHART, San Francisco =
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Lebanon: France Lowers

- Its Sights in Frustration

By Dominique Moisi

ARIS — As the power of Presi-
dent Amin Gemayel evaporates.
significant differences are emerging

between France and the Unied -

States over Lebanon.

Although troops from the wo
countries have worked and died to-
gether in Beirut. French and Ameni-
can solutions to the crisis differ. The
French advocaie a United Nations
force 10 replace the multinational
peacekeepers. They do this panly 10
retain some dignity and credibility on
their way oul, but aiso as a calculated
gamble vis-3-vis Moscow.

Washington has given ambivalent
signals about accepting a new UN
force, since it would implicitly favor
the Soviet position in the region.

For the Reagan administration.
the Lebanon mudpit is part of the
global East-West confrontation:
What is a1 stake is not so much the
future of Lebanon as the spread of
Soviet influence in the region. For the
French, Lebanon represents a strictlv
regional conflict: What is at stzke is
not superpower credibility but his-
torical responsibility. This reasoning
is reinforced by France's historical
ties 10 its former mandate.

These differences help explain
France’s ardent quest for diplomatic
alternatives to what have proved 1o
be military non-solutions. For Paris.
the best device to ensure what French
officials descnibe as a withdrawal
“with panache™ is the replacement of
a multinational force by a UN force.
The French are not secking 1o rein-
troduce the Soviet Union into region-
al power calculanons: rather. they
helieve that na realistie solution can
pe found without Soviet cooperation

In the French view, 1t may be ime
o retern 1o the situanon of shared
superpower infiucnee shat previnied
in 1977 at the tme of the Vance-
Gromvko dialogue on the Middle
Fast, amd belore Anwar Sadin’s his-
ong rip o Jerusalvm,

Irance’s wager starts with the g
sumption that the Soviet Union s
willing to play o pesitive role in the

T

Middle East in exchange for recogni-
lmn that it has a “legitimate right” to
lomatic presence in the region.
cSowct nion has already ben-
efited from the vacillation of US.
Bollcy in the Middie East, just as the
ted States benefited in the Euro-
missile quarrel from Moscow's blun-
ders — ironic confirmation that in
the superpower confrontation, cach
side’s gains are mainly the product
of the other’s losses.

Butr while the Sovier presence
might be necessary to raufy any re-
gional solution, it could also be a
mistake 10 bring the Russians in 100
soon and thus allow them 10 block
crucial negotiations.

Meanwhile, French diplomacy in
the Middle East is characierized by a
growing sense of resignation. The
fear of a spread of Islamic militancy,
linked 1o disillusion with the Ge-
mayel government, has reduced
French expectations in the region.

A policy of increased military pres-
ence 1s no longer a valid option for
the Western powers. The lsraelis,
frustrated by Lebanese Christian be-
havior, are unwilling to do the Ameri-
cans” bidding and serve as the West's
gendarmes. even if they are willing 1o
deter some Syrian-led acuons,

The West has fewer and fewer al-
ternatives in the region. Recognition
of a de facto domin%uion of Lebanon
by Syna is perceived by many as a
lesser evil than the continuation of a
destabilizing civil war and a de facio
partition ol Lebanon. In such a con-
text. the identity of the man in charge
in Beirut matters lintle. given that the
real decisions are made in Damascus
It could even be Amin Gemavel

The paradox today 15 that the
French, who snll have troops in Beie
rut are more willing o leave Lebae
non than the Americans, whose
forces are being placed on ships,

Fhe sertter is axyociaie divector of the
Tastetat Franges dex Relattony Taer-
metionales. He vconmteibuted this aricle
tor thee Dnveenational Horald Tribione
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Dear Marec:

To put on paper the results of the last telephone conversations
about the AJC delegation arrangenents made on thls side of the
ocean:

Hotels -—- Bristol, Paris, reserved as follows:

Mr. and Mrs. Friedman, February 23

Mr. and Mrs. Jacobs and Zacks; Messers. Moses, Trosten,
Tanenbaum, February 25

Mr. and Mrs. Ellenoff, February 295

Mr. and Mrs. Elson, February 27

for all, through night February 28.

For one night, February 29, three singles and 5 doubles reserved
at Sofitel Vieux Port, 36 Bd. Ch. Livon, Marseilles.

Everyone back at Bristol Paris, for night of March 1.

Travel -- Reservations for 13 made for return Marseilles- Paris,
on UTA flight 408, departure 11:20 arrival Parls Roissy 12:40.
(Note: checksin by 10:50) ’

| Questions so far: 1) Let us know of any hotel changes, arrivals
and departures in Parisj; 2) Reservations flight Marseilles-Paris

‘ made on assumprion members of delegation have tickets; if not

| please notify whether we 'should get here.

A separate small dining room was reserved at Bristol for breakfast
neeting with community leaders February 27, 8:30 a.m. The guests
will be CRIF's Théo XKlein, European Council Nicole Goldman, FSJU's
Director David Saada, who have all accepted. David de Rothschild
is not in town, but Saada thought he will come unless he has an
engagement elsewhere, and promised to let me know next week.

To solve the problem of Jean Paul Elkann: I thought you might

want to invite him for dinner one of the evenings in Paris, and

since ‘on Monday you will see Attali and perhaps President Mitterrand,
combine a pre-de-briefing session in this fashion.

= DONALD FELDSTEIN. Executiva Vice-Presigent
- a
a

MAYNARD | WISHNER, Prezident ® d : . . .
HOWARD 1. fR'EOMAN. Chairman, Board of Gevernors ®  THEODCRE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Mationai Executive Councd  ©  ROBERT L. PELZ Choirman, Board of [rusiess

E. ACEEAT GOOOKIND, Treasurer 3 MERVIN K. FISEMAN, Semretsy ®  ELAINE FETSCHEK, Aseociate lreasurer ® ALFREO. H, MOSES. Chairman, Excculive Commilteg
Hoamary Presidamis: **ORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR . GOLUBLRG, PHILI® € HOFFMAN, RICAARD MAASS, ELMER L WiNTER @  Honorary Vice-Presidents: MATHAN APPLEMAN, MARTIN CRNC,
RUTH A, GUGC25D, ANDREW GOUDMAN, JAMES MARSHALL. WiiLIAM RGSENWALD =& 24X M. FISHER, Honarary Chairman, Mational Executive Council @ WAURICE GLINERT, Moncrary Trzasurer
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1f you agree, let me know whether I should arrange it or if you
prefer writing or phoning directly...the last might be good notion.
Finally, the "3 titre de confrére" lunch invitation from K2&in to
Howard Friedman. . It came up as I was making arrangements for
either Sunday or the Monday breakfast meeting, explaining the very
tight and impressive schedule as well as the dispersed manner of
arrivals. He asked the names and functions of the delegation
members, and when I told him Howard Friedman was a lawyer and

here first, proposed the lunch at - his office.- I think the in-
terest is more professional than AJC. At any rate, I told him I
would propose and confirm. But it is very hard to hit a common
awake time between LA and Paris with a 10 hour:lag, and so I would
appreciate your helping on this and letting me know.

%k %

A reminder about Jean Kahn, who will be in New York from the
afternoon of February 21 and leaving morning of 24™ Have trans-
mitted your tentative proposal of afternoon February 23, but need
your confirmation and exact time. :

I believe this covers everything as of now. ; ' ; gﬁ
With very best regards,

As ever,
e i Nives Fox

Dr. Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

‘New York, N.Y. 10022

e e O SRS
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PREPARATION D’UN ACCORD

DE LIBRE

ECHANGE

. ISRAELO-AMERICAIN

* Relations  commerciales
. triangulaires avec laCEE.

Washington, 7 fév.{David
Friedman et Helen Silver).Le

]' projet de création d’une zone
de libre échange entre Israél et

[ les Etats-Unis, qui fait partie
des accords de coopération
économique et militaire récem-
ment conclus , a fait I‘objet
d’'interventions devant la com-
mission financiére du Sénat

ameéricain.
Plusieurs personnalités
américaines amies d'lsraél

sont venues témoigner .M.EI-
mer Winter, président du Co-
, mité pour les relations éco-
nomigues avec Israél et an-

cien président de I’American
\ Jewish Committee , et M.

Thomas Dine, directeur du
Comité des sffzires publiques
israélo-américaines (A.I.P.A.C.),
ont insisté sur les besoins ur-
gents d'lsraél et sur les béné-
fices qu'une aide américzine
accrue procurerait aux deux
pays.

Le principe de la création
d‘une zone commerciale de li-
bre échange avait été acquis
lors du sommet Reagan-Shamir
de novembre dernier.

Les détails sont mis au
point par des commissions
conjointes.La premiére de ces
réunions de travail s'est tenue
le mois dernier, et, selon M.
Doral Cooper, haut fonction-
naire du ministére du Com-
merce, les grandes lignes de
I'accord ont été déagagées.Une
nouvelle réunion est prévue
le 28 février, lors d'une ren-
contre entre |‘ambassadeur
américain , M.William Brock,
et le ministre israélien du
Commerce, M.Gideon Patt.
L’accord de libre échange devra
étre approuvé par le Congres
et la Chambre des représen-
tants.

Devant la commission fi-
nanciére du Sénat, M.Winter
a fait valoir que cette zone
de libre échange ouvrira de

. nouveaux domaines d'expor-

tation pour les industriels amé-
ricains et de nouveaux champs
de recherches et de développe-
ment pour les laboratoires in-
dustriels américains . Il a sou-
ligné aussi que, grice aux ac-
cords de libre échange dont
bénéficie Israél dans la Com-
munauté économigue européen-
ne (C.E.E.), les industries amé-
ricains pourront se montrer
compétitives en Europe aprés
avoir fait fabriquer et complé-
ter leurs produits en lsraél
Cela permettrait parallélement
3 lIsraél d'exporter plus , de
réduire le déficit de sa balance
des paiements, et donc d'étre
olus indépendart.
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The American Gjemsh Committee

European Office - 4, rue de la Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris - Tel. 522-9243 and 387-3839
NIVES E. FOX, European Representative
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November 3, 1983

To: International Relations Department A H{f 0 6—;6 G
From: Nives Fox

Subj: France-Middle East Attitude

The Fewtsh community in France is not very pleased about President
_Mitterrand's recent ‘declarations during his visit in Tunisia and

has lost no time reacting to them, as well as to criticism of Israel
voiced by Prime Minister Pierre Mauroy in the French National
Assembly. | R :

Jewish dismay was caused by Mitterrand's kEudos to Yasser Arafat

and his position that the PLO was the most representative force

of the Palestinian people, the last in an interview with a Tunisian
journalist even before he left for Tunisia. There, on the local
television, the President reiterated his profound conviction in the
"rights of Palestinians to.a fatherland -- like all other peoples
and just as the people of Israel -- who must not be left to wander and
in despair." Still in Tunisia, with a luncheon toast on October 27,
President Mitterrand again deplored the fact that Palestinians and
Israelis "contested their respective fundamental right to a father-
land," Adding that the wisest, course was to follow UN recommend-
ations, he warned "those who failed to understand in time and risk-
ed finding themselves eliminated by history.'™

Basically President Mitterrand has been saying this for years, re-
‘peating that his and France's position remained unchanged and was
an even handed and balanced one. What jars today is his continued
support of Arafat and the PLO, in spite of falling fortumes for
both in the last 18 months and E=pixeca? aliting all possible
understanding to the fact that he was visiting an Arab land and the
ws—bwet one housing the Arab League. Nor were Mitterrand's re-
peated contacts with the PLO representative in Tunisia, Mr. Hakam
Halaoui,much appreciated: at the airport, included as a member of
the diplomatic corps; later as part of the Arab League delegation;
finally as a guest at the big dinner offered by President Bourguiba.
(There had been talk about Arafat himself finding a way to Tunisia
if only President Mitterrand accepted to see him.)

It should be noted that rumors about a meeting with Arafat or at
least a positive gesture from France go back to the difficult

MAYNARD |, WISHNER, President = ) ®u DONALD FELDSTEIN, Executive Vice-President
HOWARD |. FRIEDMAN, Chairmen, Board of Governors ®  THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chaimman, National Executive Council =  ROBERT L. PELZ, Cheirman, Board of Trustees =
E. ROBERT GOODKIND, Tressurer ®  MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary ®  ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associate Treasurer @  ALFRED H. MDOSES, Chairman, Executive Committee =
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L WINTER ®  Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MARTIN GANG,
RUTH R. GODDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD =  MAX M, FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive Council  ®  MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer
®  Executive Vice-Presidents Emeriti: JOHN SLAWSON, BERTRAM H. GOLD @ Vice-Presidents: MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore; EDWARD £. ELSON, Atlanta; RICHARD J. FOX, Philadslphia; ROBERT D. GRIES,
Cleveland; RITA E. HAUSER, New York, HARRIS L. KEMPNER, JR.. Galveston; JOHN D. LEVY, St Louis; HAMILTON M. LOEB, JR., New York; LEON RABIN, Dallas; GORDON S. ROSENBLUM, Denver:
JOHN M. STEINHART, San Francisco m :



negotiations between the PLO and France to persuade the PLO

not to hold ‘the UN Conference on Palestine in Paris. The press
~-- especially the opposition one =- is making this point now, im-
plying that the meeting with Arafat had been planned then and

the occasion set for the President's visit to Tunisia. While
diplomatic circles admit to negotiating an accord at the time,
aeferal) nobody goes so far as to claim that such a promise came
from Mitterrand himself. You will remember, too, that part of
the bargain, publicly known, included French participation at

the Palestine Conference provided it took place in Geneva.

Prime Minister Mauroy's declarations were made at the National
Assembly on October 26, just a few days after the murderous attack
against the US and French forces in Beirut. He criticized the
Israel-Lebanon accord and the unilateral retreat of Israeli troops
to the Awali river, accusing Israel of being in favor of a parti-
tion of Lebanon. Pierre Mauroy also spoke of "regional hegemony
ambitions and the refusal of peoples' rights being the basis of the
maneuvers and initiatives of past months in Lebanon, leading to
renewed fighting and the present precarious situation." Mr.
Mauroy also charged that the accord between Israel and Lebanon was
signed under the aegis of the US, but ignored the regional role of
Syria and legitimized the presence of Israeli forces in the South
of Lebanon; and that the unilateral retreat of Israel's army to.
the Awali river permitted renewal of the fighting between Druse
and Phalange. Though he did point to some Syrian responsibility
as well, he accused it and Israel of "settling too comfortably
into making permanent what already is a de facto partition of
Lebanon."

At the Foreign Ministers meeting of the four countries particip-

“ating in the multinational force gathered here to examine the

consequences of the Beirut attacks and the future of these forces,
French Minister Claude Cheysson used the occasion to declare that
France, as its European partners, believes that a global solution

of the Middle East conflict must include settling the Palestinian
problem,arg that Palestinians must be represented and therefore

the PLO must be admitted to the negotiating table to speak for them.

.Capping these various pronouncements, and during the same week,

there was another drop in the fairly full Jewish cup with a tele-
vision documentary film "Special Lebanon" giving slanted and in-
correct information: the number of dead at Sabra and Shatila

was given as 2,000, and Israel's complicity in the tragedy point-
ed up, with barely a mention of preceding bloody history in Lebamon.

CRIF and its President Théo Klein reacted with a public statement.
Me. Klein wondered about the contéxt upon which the President of
the Republic founded his praise for Yasser Arafat and the PLO,

or the Prime Minister's comments about the Israel-Lebanon accords,
or a long history of massacres in Lebanon centering only on Sabra
and Shatila.. "We would wish France not to be as tardy about



recognizing a peace agreement as it was for Camp David (note:

the previous government never did; only Mitterrand, as head

of Socialist Party always supported it) and that public opinion
not be abused with efforts to efface the many massacres preceding
and following Sabra and Shatila." Adding that the last were the
work of the Phalange and not the Israelis, "one is still waiting
for an investigation Commission in a country other than Israel to
find the truth about attacks in Lebanon and elsewhere." Other
organizatlons echoed the protest, with the France-Israel Alliance
commenting that President Mitterrand's declarations in Tunis were
tantamount to a legitimization of Arab passions against Israel;
LICRA (League against Racism and anti-Semitism) protesting against
the television film wxtghxkkex to the director of the chain involved;
and Renouveau Juif, which qualified Mitterrand's praise of Arafat
during an official visit in Tunisia as "improper and indecent,"

as well as vigorously decrying the Prime Minister's declarations:
"French diplomacy takes the wrong road once more, betting on the’
PLO to solve the Israeli -Palestinian conflict...the French Prime
Minister seems to forget that Israel is ready to leave Lebanon and
it is Syria who refuses all initiatives to withdraw its troops..."

Much more positive and welcome was the large participation of
Israel's Labor Party and Mapam delegations at the Socialist Nation-
al Party Congress and, for the first time, the presence .of the
Israel Ambassador to France, Mr. Ovadia Soffer, at such a gather-
ing., An impressive number of French Jewish groups also attended
(CRIF, Circle Bernard Lazare, Identity and Dialogue, Socialis®mand
Judaism, Renouveau Juif, Federation of Jews of France), and these
used the occasion to submit .a petition to free Yossif Begun to the
French and Soviet Communist Party delegates at the Congress.

The Middle East conflict was one of the subjects at the gathering,
and a couple of little phrases (French political life is famous

for them) were pronounced Pierre Mauroy's was "Is it not the
French contingent's mission in Lebanon to fight against the physical
elimination of the Palestinian fighters?"

Ilan Halevi, the Israeli of vaguely French-Turkish-Algerian origins
was one of the PLO representatives at the Congress. Obviously no
Israelis or French Jews talked to him (far from the attitude taken
when Sartawi represented the PLO at the Valence Socialist Party
Congress two years ago). @mexkas His presence was judged inappro-
priate by a number of French delegates, who realize that in the ges
of the Israelis he is cpnsjidered a traitor; b, one hears, also,
bestmams some *‘W—’f‘-"'-r“' o L his presence #as a sign of weak-
ness ¥® and PLO inability today to find others to represent them.

The Socialist Party position, as stated by its Secretary General
Lionel Jospin, is one of definite Franco-Israeli friendship, very
much along the lines often stated by President Mitterrand -- but
always tied to a just and equitable solution for the Palestinian
problem. As one unnamed Socialist leader put it: "It is a balanc-
ed position with a little extra favoring Israel, and this is fun-
damental, and must be understood. The rest is incidental."



There is no question that Israel and Jews have a better and sincere frien|
in President Mitterrand than with any of his predecessors,. and that
this is manifested often and warmly. The 'incidentals' however,
also count, for if at times they are necessary and understandable,
at others they anger, surprise, and are quite obscure, as just now,
with the laudatory buildup of Arafat and the PLO. One explanation
probably is that the French position has always been one of caution
and warning against excessive desire and relief to be rid of Arafat,
lest his place will be taken by someone much more unmanageable and
extreme. Given the Syrian blockage and its virtually full control
of the PLO now, time will-soon tell wheéther the French are not
‘indeed the wiser. Y % : ?
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m, 'The GAmerican “Jewish Committee

European Office - 4, rue de la Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris - Tel. 522-9243 and 367-3839
NIVES E. FOX, Exropoan Represantetive

TO: - International Relations Department
FRM: o Nives E. Fox _
SUBJECT: - France - Middle East Attitude

The Jewish commmity in France is not very pleased about President Mitter-
rand's recent declarations during his visit in Tunisia, and has lost no
time reacting to them, as well as to criticism of Israel voiced by Prime
Minister Pierre Mauroy in the French National Assembly.

Jewish dismay was caused by Mitterrand's kudos to Yasser Arafat and his
reiteration that the PLO was the most representative body of the Pales-
tinian people...the last in an interview with a Tunisian journalist even
before he left for Tunisia. There, on local television, Mitterrand re-
stated his profound conviction in the 'rights of Palestinians to a father-
land -- like all other peoples, including Israel -- who must not be left
to wander and in despair.' Still in Tunisia, on October 27th during a
luncheon toast, President Mitterrand again dcplored the fact that Pales-
tinians and Israelis "contested their respective fundamental right to a
fatherland," adding that the wisest course was to follow UN recommenda-
tions. He warned ""those who fail to understand in time, risk finding
themselves eliminated by history."

Basically President Mitterrand has been saying this for years, asserting
that his and France's position has remained unchanged and was an even-
handed and balanced one. Granted that he was visiting an Arab land, one
housing the Arab League, what jars is his continued support of Arafat and
the PLO despite their falling fortunes in the last 18 months. Nor were
Mitterrand's repeated contacts with the PLO representative in Tunisia,
Hakam Halaoui, much appreciated - initially at the airport where he was in-
cluded as a member of the diplomatic corps, later as part of the Arab
League delegation, finally as a guest at the big dinner offered by Presi-
dent Bourguiba.

There had been talk about Arafat himself finding a way to Tunisia if only
President Mitterrand agreed to see him. It should be noted that rumors
about a meeting with Arafat or at least a positive gesture from France
goes back to the difficult negotiations between the PLO and France in an,
attempt to persuade the PLO not to hold the UN Conference on Palestine in



Paris. The press -- especially the opposition one -- is making this point
now, implying that the meeting with Arafat had been planned then and the
occasion set for the President's visit to Tunisia. While diplomatic circles
admit to negotiating an accord at the time, nobody goes so far as to claim
that such a promise came from Mitterrand himself. You will remember, too,
that part of the bargain, publicly known, included French partlc:lpatlon at
the Palestine Conference, provided it took place in Geneva.

Prime Minister Mauroy's declarations were made at the National Assembly on
October 26th, just a few days after the murderous attack against the U.S.
and French forces in Beirut. He criticized the Israel-Lebanon accord and
the unilateral retreat of Israeli troops to the Awali River, accusing
Israel of being in favor of a partition of Lebanon. Pierre Mauroy also
spoke of ''regional hegemony ambitions and the refusal of people's rights
being the basis of the maneuvers and initiatives of past months in Lebanon,
leading to renewed fighting and the present precarious situation.' Mr.
Mauroy also charged that the accord between Israel and Lebanon was signed
under the aegis of the U.S., but ignored the regional role of Syria and
legitimatized the presence of Israeli forces in the South of Lebanon; and
that the unilateral retreat of Israel's army to the Awali River permltted
renewal of the fighting between Druse and Phalange. Though he did point

to some Syrian re5p0n51b111ty as well, he accused it and Israel of "sett-
ling too comfortably into making permanent what already is a de facto parti-
tion of Lebanon."

At the Foreign Ministers meeting of the four countries participating in the
multinational force gathered here to examine the consequences of the Beirut
attacks and the future of these forces, French Minister Claude Cheysson

used the occasion to declare that France, as its European partners, be-

lieves that a global solution of the Middle East conflict must include
settling the Palestinian problem, that Palestinians must be represented and
therefore the PLO must be admitted to the negotiating table to speak for them.

Capping these various pronouncements, and during the same week, there was
another drop in the fairly full Jewish cup with a television documentary
film, "Special Lebanon,'" giving slanted and incorrect information: the
number of dead at Sabra and Shatila was given as 2,000 and Israel's com-
plicity in the tragedy pointed up, with barely a mention of the preceding
bloody history in Lebanon.

CRIF and its President Theo Klein reacted with a public statement. Mr.
Klein wondered about the basis upon which the President of the Republic
founded his praise for Yasser Arafat and the PLO, or the Prime Minister's
comments about the Israel-Lebanon accords, ignoring the long history of
massacre in Lebanon focusing only on Sabra and Shatila. 'We would wish
France not to be as tardy about recognizing a peace agreement (in Lebanon)
as it was for Camp David (Note: the previous government never recognized
the Camp David accords; Mitterrand, as head of the Socialist Party, always
supported it) and that public opinion not be abused with efforts to efface
the many massacres preceding and following Sabra and Shatila." Furthermore,




the aforementioned Sabra and Shatila massacres were the work of the Phal-
ange and not the Israelis, and "'one is still waiting for an investigatory
Commission in a country other than Israel to find the truth about attacks
in Lebanon and elsewhere.' Other organizations echoed the protest, with
the France-Israel Alliance commenting that President Mitterrand's declara-
tions in Tunis were tantamount to a legitimization of Arab passions against
Israel; LICRA (League Against Racism and Anti-Semitism) protesting against
the tele\n.smn film to the director of the chain involved; and Renouveau
Juif, which qualified Mitterrand's praise of Arafat as "mpraper and in-
decent," as well as vigorously decrying the Prime Minister's declarations:
"French diplomacy takes the wrong road once more, betting on the PLO to
solve the Israeli-Palestinian conflict...the French Prime Minister seems

to forget that Israel is ready to leave Lebanon and it is Syria who refuses
all initiatives to withdraw its troops.. ;

Much more positive and welcome was the large pamt:lpatlon of Israel's

Labor Party and Mapam delegations at the Socialist National Party Congress,
and, for the first time, the presence of the Israel Ambassador to France,
Mr. Ovadia Soffer, at such a gathering. An impressive number of French
Jewish groups were also represented (CRIF, Circle Bernard Lazare, Identity
and Dialogue, Socialism and Judaism, Renouveau Juif, Federation of Jews

of France), and these used the occasion to submit a petition to the

French and Soviet Commumnist Party delegates at the Congress on behalf of
Yossif Begun.

The Middle East conflict was one of the subjects at the gathering, and
one of the little phrases (French political life is famous for them)
which caught the attention of the press was that uttered by Pierre Mauroy
who said, "Is it not the French contingent's mission in Lebanon to fight
against the physical elimination of the Palestinian fighters?"

Ilan Halevi, the Israeli of vaguely French-Turkish-Algerian origins, was
one of the PLO representatives at the Congress. Obviously no Israelis

or French Jews talked to him (far from the attitude taken when Sartawi
represented the PLO at the Valance Socialist Party Congress two years ago).
His presence was judged inappropriate by a number of French delegates,

who realize that in the eyes of the Israelis he is considered a traitor;
one hears, also, that some considered his presence a sign of weakness and
PLO inability today to find others to represent them.

The Socialist Party position, as stated by its Secretary General Lionel
Jospin, is one of definite Franco-Israeli friendship, very much along the
lines often stated by President Mitterrand -- but always tied to '"a just
and equitable solution for the Palestinian problem.'" As one unnamed
Socialist leader put it: "It is a balanced position with a little extra
favoring Israel, and this is fundamental and must be understood. The rest
is incidental." :

There is no question that Israel and Jews have a better and more sincere
friend in President Mitterrand than with any of his predecessors, and that

2



this is manifested often and warmly. The 'incidentals', however, also
count, for if at times they are necessary and understandable, at other
times they arouse anger and shock, as just now with the puzzling buildup
of Arafat and the PLO. One explanatlon probably. is that the French posi-
tion has always been one of caution regarding the results of getting rid
of Arafat, lest his place be taken by someone much more extreme and un-
manageable Given Syrian intransigence and its virtually full control of
the PLO now, time will soon tell whether these French predictions prove
accurate.

November 3, 1983
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The “American “Jewish Committee

European Office - 4, rue de ia Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris - Tel. 522-9243 and 387-3839
) . MIVES E. FOX, European Representative

-February 9, 1984

Dear Marc:

To put on paper the results of the last telephone conversations
about the AJC delegation arrangements made on this side of the

oceans: . %
Hotels -- Bristol, Paris, reserved as follows:

Mr. and Mrs. Friedman, February 23

Mr. and Mrs. Jacobs and Zacks; Messers. Moses, Trosten,
Tanenbaum, February 25

Mr. and Mrs. Ellenoff, February 26

Mr. and Mrs. Elson, February 27

for all, through night February 28.

For one night, February 29, three singles and 5 foubles reserved
at Sofitel Vieux Port, 36 Bd. Ch. Livon, Marseilles.

Everyone back at Bristol Paris, for night of March 1.

Travel -- Reservations for 13 made for return Marseilles-Paris,
on UTA flight 408, departure 11:20 arrival Paris Roissy 12:40,
(Note: checksn by 10:50) g

Questions so far: 1) Let us know of .any hotel changes, arrivals
and departures in Paris; 2) Reservations flight Marseilles-Paris
made on assumption members of delegation have tickets; if not
please notify whether we should get here. .

A separate small dining room was reserved at Bristol for breakfast
meeting with community leaders February 27, 8:30 a.m. The guests
will be CRIF's Théo Klein, Furopean Council Nicole Goldman, FSJU's
Director David Saada, whe have all accepted. David de Rothschild
is not in town, but Saada thought he will come unless he has an
engagement elsewhere, and promised to let me know next week.

To solve the problem of -Jean Paul Elkana: I thought you might
want to invite him for dinner one of the evenings in Paris, and
since on Monday you will see Attali and perhaps President Mitterrand,
combine a pre-de-briefing session in this fashion.

& DONALD FELDSTEIN, Executive Vice-President

MAYNARD 1. WISHNER, President =
L]

HOWARD | FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Governcrs .®  THEQODORE ELLENOFF. Chairman, National Executive Council  ®  RNBERT L. PELZ. Cheirman, Board of Trustees
E. ROBERT COODKIND, Treaswrer @  MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary w®  ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associste Treasurer @ ALFRED H. MOSES. Chawman. Executive Comminee @
Honarary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDSERG. PHILIP € HOFFMZN, RICHAAD MAASS. TLaeR L WINTER ®  Honorary Vice-Presidents; NATHAN APPLEMAN. MARTIN GANG,
RUTH R. GOODARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD =  MAX M. FISHER. Hongrary Chairman, Natcnat Executive Council  ®  MAURICE GLINERT, Hororary Tizasurer
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If you agree,; let me know whether I should arrange it or if you
prefer writing or phoning directly...the last might be good notion.
Finally, the "3 titre de confrére" lunch invitation from K2éin to
Howard Friedman. It came up as I was making arrangements for
either Sunday or the Monday breakfast meeting, explaining the very
tight and impressive schedule as well as the dispersed manner of
arrivals. He asked the names and functions of the delegation
members, and when I told him Howard Friedman was a lawyer and

here first, proposed the lunch at his office. I think the in-
terest is more professional than AJC. ‘At any rate, I tcld him I
would propose and confirm. But it is very hard to hit a common
awake time between LA and Paris with a 10 hour. lag, and so I would
appreciate your helping on this and letting me know.

k%%

A reminder about Jean Kahn, who will be in New York from the
afternoon of February 21 and leaving morning of 24% Have trans-
mitted your tentative proposal of afternoon February 23, but need
your confirmation. and exact ‘time.

I believe this covers everything as of now. ' . o
With very best regards,
As ever,

-

‘ - _ _ Nives Fox

Dr. Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

o
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" PREPARATION D'UN ACCORD
»  DE LIBRE ECHANGE
 ISRAELO-AMERICAIN

Relations  commerciales
triangulaires avec la CE.E.

Washington, 7 fév.(David
Friedman et Helen Silver).Le
projet de création d'une zone
de libre échange entre Israél et
les Etats-Unis, qui fait partie
des accords de coopération
économique et militaire récem-
ment conclus , a fait l‘objet
d‘interventions devant la com-
mission financiére du Sénat
américain.

Plusieurs personnalités
américaines amies d'lsraél
sont venues témoigner .M.El-
mer Winter, président du Co-
mité pour les relations éco-
nomiques avec lsraél et an-
cien président de |I’American
Jewish_Committee , et M.

Thomas Dine, directeur du
Comité des zffaires publiques
israélo-américaines (A.I.P.A.C.),
ont insisté sur les besoins ur-
gents d'lsraél et sur les béné-
fices qu’une aide américaine
accrue procurerait aux deux
pays.

Le principe de la création
d’une zone commerciale de li-
bre échange avait été acquis
lors du sommet Reagan-Shamir
de novembre dernier.

Les détails sont mis au
point par des commissions
coniocintes.La premiére de ces
réunions de travail s'est tenue
le mois dernier, et, selon M.
Doral Cooper, haut fonction-
naire du ministére du Com-
merce, les grandes lignes de
I"accord ont été dégagées.Une
nouvelle réunion est prévue
fe 28 février, lors d'une ren-
contre entre |'ambassadeur
américain , M.William Brock,
et le ministre israélien du
Commerce, M.Gideon Patt.
L"accord de libre échange devra
étre approuvé par le Congres
et la Chambre des représan-
tants.

Devant la commission fi-
nanciére du Sénat, M.Winter
a fait valcir que cette zone
de libre échange ouvrira de
nouveaux domaines d'expor-

. tation pour les industriels amé-

ricains et de nouveaux champs
de recherches et de développe-
ment pour les laboratoires in-
dustriels américains . |l a sou-
ligné aussi que, grice aux ac-
cords de libre échange dont
bénéficie Israél dans la Com-
munauté économique européen-
ne (C.E.E.), les industries amé-
ricains pourront se montrer
compétitives en Europe apres
avoir fait fabriquer et complé-
ter leurs produits en Israsl
Cela permettrait paraliélement

4 lIsraél d'exporter plus , de

réduire le déficit de sa balance
des paiements, et donc d'étre

s am L DR [ SR S



MAYNARD |, WISHNER, President &

The %A merican “Jewish Commuttee
' Eurorean Dffice - 4, rue de la Bienfaisance, 75008 Paris - Tel. 522-9243 and 387-3839 |

+-February 9, 1984

Dear Marc:

To put on paper the results of the last telephone conversations
about the AJC delegation arrangements made on this side of the
ocean: : '

Hotels -- Bristol, Paris, reserved as follows:

Mr. and Mrs. Friedman, February 23

Mr. and Mrs. Jacobs and Zacks; Messers. Moses, Trosten,
Tanenbaum, February 25

Mr. and Mrs. Ellenoff, February 26

Mr. and Mrs. Elson, February 27

for all, through night February 28.

For one night, February 29, three singles and 5 8oubles reserved
at Sofitel Vieux Port, 36 Bd. Ch. Livon, Marseilles.

Everyone back at Bristol Paris, for night of March 1.

Travel -- Reservations for 13 made for returnm Marseilles-Paris,

on UTA flight 408, departure 11:20 arrival Paris Roissy 12:40.

(Note: checkin by 10:50)

Questions so far: "1) Let us know of any hotel changes, arrivals
and departures:in Paris; 2) Reservations flight Marseilles-Paris
made on assumption members of delegation have tickets; if not
please notify whether we should get here.

A separate small dining room was reserved at Bristol for breakfast
meeting with ccmmunity leaders February 27, 8:30 a.m. The guests
will be CRIF's Théo Xlein, European Council Nicole Goldman, FSJU's
Director David Saada, who have all accepted. David de Rothschild
is not in town, but Saada thought he will come unless he has an
engagement elsewhere, and promised to let me know next week.

To solve the problem of Jean Paul Elkann: I thought you might

‘want to invite him for dinner one of the evenings in Paris, and
since on Monday you will see Attali aand perhaps President Mitterrand,

combine a pre-de-briefing session in this fashion.

HOWARD | FRIEDMAM, Chairman, Board of Governars ®  THEODORE ELLENOFF. Chairman, National Executive Council ®  ROBERT L. PELZ. Chairman, Board of Trustees
£ ROBERT GOODKIND. Treaswrer ©  MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Seccetary @  FLAINE PETSCHEK. Associate Treasurer @&  ALFRED H. MOSES. Chaiman, Esecutive Committee
Horgrary Presidents: MORRIS B. ASAAM. ARTHUR J. GOLDEERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WiNIER = Honorary Vice-Presicenls: NATHAN APPLEMAMN, MARTIN GANG,
RFUTH R. GODDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIANM ROSENWALD = MAX M. FISHCR, Honorary Chairman, Matcnal Executive Council  ®  MAURICE GLINERI. Honarary Treasurer

® DONALD FELDSTEIN. Execuiive Vice-President

Execulive Vice-Presidents Emeinti- JOHN SLAWSON. BERTRAM H. GOLD B Vice-Presidents: MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baitimore; EDWARD €. ELSON, Atlanta; RICRASD J. rOX, Philadelphia: ADBZRT D. GRIES,

Cioveland: RITA E. HAUSER, New York: HARRIS L. KEMPNER, JR., Galveston, JOHN D. LEVY, 5t Louis; HAMILTON M. LOEB. JR.. New York; LEON RABIN, Datias: GORDOM §: ROSENSLUM, Denver
JOHN H. STEINHART, San Francisca ® 3 =t



If you agree, let me know whether I should arrange it or if you
.prefer writing or phoning directly..fthe last might be good notion.

Finally, the "3 titre de confrére" lunch invitation from K3éin to
Howard Friedman. It came up as I ‘was making ‘arrangements for
either Sunday or the Monday breakfast meeting, explaining the very
tight and impressive schedule as well as the dispersed manner of
arrivals. He asked the names and functions of the delegation
members, and when I told him Heward Friedman was a lawyer and

here first, proposed the lunch at his office. I think the in-
terest is more professional tham AJC. At any rate, I told him I
would propose and confirm. But it is very hard to hit a common
awake time between LA and Paris with a 10 hour:lag, and so I would
appreciate your helping on this and letting me know.

k%

A reminder ébout Jean Kahn, who will be in New Yor} from the
afternoon of February 21 and leaving morning of 24 Have trans-
mitted your tentative proposal of afternoon February 23, but need
.your confirmation and exact time.

I believe this covers everything as of now.

"With very best regards,

As ever,

: ; _ _ Nives Fox ' :

% Dr.'Marc Tanenbaum

American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street
New York, N.Y. 10022




MISSION TO FRANCE

PURPOSB - This mission was conceived as an extension of the geo-political
approach of the Americah Jewish Committee to major developments

in current international_}&aations. The assumptions underlying

this mission were severaléeld in keeping with the "bi-focal"
universalist-particularlist stance of AJC toward developing

‘an integrated American democratic and Jewish view and program in
foreign relations:

(a) Next to the United States and the Soviet Union, France is a
genuine global power with interests in almost evdry part of the
world. While France is passing tmrough stressful economic and
political trials internally, as a "mini®Osuperpower'" France is
positioned to play a vital role in a broad range of intermational
relationships - BEast-West, European Economic Community, the Middle
East, Africa, Asia, the Caribean (and Central and Latin America.)
(b) There are some 700,000 Jews in France, making them the fourth
largest Jewish community in the world. For a variety of reasons,
among them, the growth of the Sepharidic community from North Africa,
French Jewry has become in recent years a vital society increasingly
gssertive in the internal political, economic, and cultural affairs
of their country. French Jewry in impacting on the domestic and
foreign affairs policies of their governmentx and their political
scene, as France is impacting on the specific coneerns of French
and world Jewry - relations between Israel and her Arab neighbors,
Israel and thrid world nations (especially Africa), Soviet Jewry,
Je®s in Argb countries, the EEC and Israel and European Jewish
communities, terrorism, anti-Semitic movements, and human rights.
(c) As was demonstrated repeatedly during our miséion, French
government and political leaders percieve American Jewry, and in

~ particular the Ameriean Jewish Committee, as playing an influential
role on all levels of American society - politics, economics and
finance, the media, culfure, inter ali®. In arranging their schedule
of visits for the AJC leaders' delegation, French authorities clearly

saw tgig mission as an opportunity for strengthening Franco-American
relations, and indirectly, the Western democratic alliance.
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PREPARATION FOR MISSION - Out of respect for the autonomy and primacy
of'juriﬂiction of French Jewish leaders and their orggnizations,
AJC wrote to all the key Jewish spokespersons setting forhh the
purposes of the mission and invitingltheir cooperation. In mid-
Januafy, William Trosten, AJC's acting director, and Rabbi Marc H.
Tanenbaum, director of international relations, went to Paris and
met with the presidents of all the major French Jewish groups -
Theo Klein of CRIF; David de Rothschild of FSJU (the CJFWF of France);
Jean-Paul Elkann of Consistoire; Nicole Goldmann of FSJU and the
European Counecil of Jewish Organijations; and Chief Rabbil Sirat.
After extensive consersation, they expressed their support of the
mission and offered their cooperation.

To prepare ourselves fully for the mission and the issues to be
discussed, in early February Howard Friedmam, AJC's president and
chairman of the delegation; Hyman Bookbinder, AJC's Washington
repressntative; and Marc Tanenbaum held meetings in Washington
with French Embassy officials, the French desk of the U.S. State
Department, and represeantatives of the Israel Embassy. A background
kit covering all aspects of French poligies and the French Jewish
community was prepared including background materials provided

by the French Embassy and by AJC's international relations department.
Each member of the AJC delegation was given such a kit. (Attached
is a list of the members of the AJC Leaders' Delegation.)

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS IN FRANCE - As a sign of the importance that
the French Government attached to this meéesion, a full and tight
schedule of meetings were arranged with the highest authorities

of the French government. These included meetings with President
Mitterand and his two closest aides, Jacques Attali and Charles
Salmman, at the Elysee Palace; Foreign Minister CZaude Chegsson

at the Quai d'Orsay; Commerce Minister Edith Cresson; Interior
Minister Gaston Deferre (who is also mayor of Marseilles);Minister
of Justice Robert Badinter; Director of ke the Ministry of Industry

and Research, Loulis Schyeitzer; the Mayor of Paris, Jacques Chirac
(who also heads the opposition Gaullist party, RPR); and the

President of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the National Assembly,
Claude Estier.

In addition, at our request, we held meetings with the U;S. Ambassador
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to France, Evan Galbraith, and U.S% political counselor, Robert

Qurran; Israel& Ambaésador, Ovadia Soffer; Deputy Delegaté of the

U.S. Mission to UNESCO, Robert Aherne; Chief Economist of the
Organization of Cooperation and Economic Dewvelopment (OECD), Mr.
Llwellyn; and two prominent journalists specializing in Middle

East affairs, Jean Daniel, editor of the Nouvel Obsérvateur, and

Paul Balta, editor of the Middle East section of Le Monde.

We also had meetings with Beate and Serge Klarsfeld with whom

we discussed cooperation on the Klaus Barbie, Walter Rauff (Chile),

and Josef Mengele (Paraguay) cases; His Eminence Jean-Marie Cardinal
Lustiger, Archbishop of Parisf{ and the Rev. Bernard du Puys, chairman
of the French Catholic Bishops Commission on Catholic-Jewish relations;
and two youthful leader of the Jewish Renewal Movement, Henri
Hajdenberg and David Buk. We held a debriefing session with Theo
Klein, president of CRIF. Our mission was climaxed by attendance
at.Friday night services at the Grénd Synagogue where we met with
Chgef Rabbi Sirat of France, and the Chief Rabbi of Paris, Dr.

Goldman. (Attached is the schedule of our-meetings.)
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ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT FRANCOIS MITTERRAND
AT A LUNCHEON OFFERED BY THE
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS

THE HAGUE, FEBRUARY.7, 1984

I should have-liked at the close of this luncheon, to describe
all my feelings on this the second day of our stay in.the Netherlands.
I could speak of the charm of the hospitality that you have shown us,
Madame; the interest that I have taken in our conversations, Mr. Prime
Minister; the tenmor of your remarks just now, my feelings as I listened
to you and all the reasons I would have to speak of the relations between
your country and mine; relations nurtured by hope and rich in ideas. But
I thought it was an opportune moment for me to address a specific issue,
one that is very topical. I refer to the Europe of which we are ‘both a
part and which we must now construct or at least build up on the foundations
that were laid down a long time ago.

So I shall be talking -about this issue, especially as from
this city, I wish to address the public opinion.of the ten countries of
Europe at the same time. You will forgive me then if I do not linger on
the necessary courtesies or simply again on the pleasure that I should
have in expressing my joy at coming to know the Netherlands in this way.

It was nearly 36 years ago, May 7-8, 1948 in -this city, and in
this very chamber where I have the honor of addressing .you today, that I
witnessed the birth of a great design. With Winston Churchill presiding
and in the presence of Princess Juliana 800 delegates from 25 countries,
assembled for the European congress. The war was barely over.that had
left Europe gasping, as if in its death throes, 20 years after another
war which had killed off the youth and the hope of the .century. For the
first time men and women, still bruised, battered, bereaved and bloodied
by the recent fighting, pledged to build together, better stiil, to -
invent, a reconciled Europe. Yes, I was one of them: In that beautiful
spring, life began again.

972 FIFTH AVE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 TEL: 570—-4400
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I recall that assembly not only to- celebrate what I believe
was :a decisive -event. for the future, but also to pay tribute to the role
played by the Netherlands at that time, and at other times, for our
common history. :

From 1948 until the failure of the proposed European Defense-
Community in 1954, Europe's beginnings were -almost without hindrance.
Ambition was . there -and the-rest.fqllowéd.5 You will remember the major
landmarks: the creation of the Council of Europe in 1949, Robert Schuman's
declaration in 1950, the establishment of the European Coal and Steel
Community (ECSC) the following year. After a period of uncertainty,
Europe found momentum again with the . 51guing of the Treaty of Rome and
the creation of the Common Market in 1957. - From then on the integration
of our economies accelerated, the free movement of persons and goods
became a reality and the ‘common agricultural policy gave the Europe of
the Six its proper place in world agriculture. The name of one of .your

countrymen ', Sicce.Mansholt,remains.linked .to that achievement.

Admittedly, throughout this movement toward unity, controversy
persisted between the proponents of two clearly opposed visions. For
the advqcates of integration the "Europe of peoples” had to transcend
the constraints of national states. Some of them called for a federal
approach_w{th a view to creating a "United States of Europe." For
others, the "Europe -of nations " could not disregard the national factor
and should confine .itself to a "confederal approach--respecting statés--—
which could, when'the time came, be. organized into a union.

The crisis that broke ocut on June 30, 1965 over the issue of
unanimity in .voting, on matters. other than those provided for by the
Treaty, marked the culmination of a .debate that was resclved by ‘the-
Luxembourg Compromise: From that time onward there was a shift in. the -
original direction. The Community took on another look without, however,
abandoningits identity.

It was again at The Hague, at the European summit meeting .
December 1-2, 1969, that three important decisions were taken: establishment
of the Community's own resources, the economic and monetary union, and
the enlargement of the Community.

At this pbint in its development Europe -could think that it
was on the way to success.” Having become the world's foremost commercial
power, it had regained its place in.the world's decision-making centers
and had proved that, despite Yalta, it existed -in its cwn way, a way
which was neither that of the United States nor of the Soviet ‘Union.



.-,

But not really having formulated a political plan during the
years of prosperity it was ill-prepared to confront adversity. This
came with the first oil shock. 1Im 1973-74 the Europe of the Nine
hesitated and equivocated and when recession replaced the uninterrupted

economic growth that had sustained it, doubt set in.

Despité initiatives such as those that led to the establishment
of the European Council, the election of the European Parliament by
direct suffrage, and the admission of the U.K., Ireland, Denmark and
then Greece, the difficulties that in other circumstances would have
strengthened the common will gradually weakened it.

Disputes among experts increased.. Public opinion grew discouraged.
Every government spent its energiles defending the gains that had been
achieved, and making claims of its own and computations based strictly
on the books. - -

Europe began to resemble an abandoned construction site. This
brief summary of its history underscores the fact that the present
situation is not the result of chance but is due to the slow sapping of
Europe's will. It is this process over the past ten years which has led
to the .accumulation of disagreements which the ten heads of state and
government took stock of in Stuttgart. The broad compromise which they
outlined in Athens, based on the very wise document. proposed by Mr. Andreas
Papandreou, could not make up for the sum of misunderstandings. The
European Council meeting in Brussels set for March constitutes the next
deadline, and it would be advisable to prepare for it.

Accordingly, I have organized my remarks around three questionms.
How to settle the disputes? What kind of fresh start? In what direction?
These ‘questions are linked. By considering them as a whole and from
every aspect—--technical, commercial, economic, social, cultural and
political--one answer becomes quite clear. Since any agreement is bound
to include mutual concessions, sacrifices from every one, the main issue
is to see that these are shared equitably and that everyone understands
fully the end to which they serve.

How to Settle Disputes?

~ Let us-start with one self-evident fact: the Community's
financial resources are limited and we must manage them in the best
possible way. 1In point of fact financing has not always been used in a
rational way and in .the absence of specific guidelines some policies
have been the wvictims of their own success. I am thinking of the
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agricultural policy. Thanks to the treaty which gave it, and rightly

so, a prominent -place, this policy assured the ‘survival and development
of ‘a sector important for our economies, the equilibrium of our societies,
and Europe's -power: and influence in the world. ;

But nowhere .is it written that agricultural production shall
be allowed to increase without concern for markets. And yet this is
precisely what is happening. .The result is that.there are too many
surpluses interfering with the Community's machinery. ‘There is no way
of finessing on that,even by asking why so many European products have
no guarantées, why the export potential of the Ten cannot be realized.
After all, the Community is still running a global deficit in terms of
agro=food consumption.

! Anyonc-analyzing these contradictions and seeking to resolve-
Controlling them is naturally led to define the rules without which Europe will

Community Budget continue to go astray. The first rule is control of budget growth.
Frowth Article 203 of the Treaty of Rome defines the maximum growth rate for

non-mandatory expenditures according to parameters fixed from one year
to the next. Imposing this discipline, with due respect for the rights
of Parliament and the Commission, and extending it.to encompass the
entire budget 'will enable: us to tackle the problems now pending .in a
quite different -spirit. Among these-are the questions of the British
contribution to the Community and the full participation of each state
in covering -expenditures.

The second rule is that the necessary increase in the Community s
Better Finanetial own resources must be accompanied by more. rigorous management of its
Manaaement existing resources.

Thus ‘we can deal in a constructive way with such . problems as
the gradual elimination of agricultural surpluses and the -extension of
Community guarantees to Mediterranean produce. Similarly we can evaluate
then the .cost of new policies and the enlargément of” the Community to 12

members.
. The third rule, on which European construction itself depends,
Market Unity would not need to be restated had we not grown accustomed to doing
and without .it--T refer to market unity and 'its partner, Community preference.

Preference _

Compliance with this rule will facilitate the -speedy dismantling
of the monetary compensation amounts (MCA's). These distort the natural
movements -of ‘trade and unjustly condemn hundreds of thousands of farmers
to distress and insecurity. It is frankly insupportable when the MCA's
affect livestock productions not subject to Community intervention and
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Enlaraement

which depend exclusively on "substitute products," an elegant way of

designating American feedstuffs that enter the Community in large quantities
tax free. The fixing of farm prices for the coming season will logically
entail a start on dismantling the MCA's, and we should prepare for this

now.

To return to Community enlargement to 12. I hope that Europe
will welcome Spain and Portugal and will so notify them without delay.
No one has the right to turn his back on history.

A serious decision, one that makes due allowance for the
interests at stake--and I hope I will be forgiven for mentioning the
concerns of France's numerous producers--will avoid the sham solutions
from which the Community suffered when it was enlarged in the past. You
will readily understand that in carrying out my duties as president of
the Community and President of the French Republic, I shall give this
matter special attention.

I have begun to submit these suggestions to our partners and
shall continue to do so sc that we can arrive at solutions consistent
with our common interest between now and March 19. I shall be making
these proposals in the various capitals-and I shall be more than happy
to meet with those of our partners who wish to talk about them with me
in Paris. During this same period the work of the Council of Ministers
and the specialized councils will be taking place as scheduled. My role
will have been to prepare for the decisions which remain the province of
the heads .of state and government meeting in plenary assembly.

I cannot insist too strongly, even now, .on the urgent need for
an agreement. That there is no more money available in the common fund
is certainly disturbing. More serious, in my view, is the fact that the
very spirit of Europe is fading. When no one believes in this spirit
any longer, it will be more than time to assess the magnitude of what
will look like ‘a major offense against the values of our civilization.

I am glad for the chance to discuss this with you. Here, as in other
places, I perceive the reawakening of European hope. Let us be convinced
of one thing: The settlement of disputes is within our grasp.

What Kind .of Fresh Start?

The Common Market came into being and prospered during the
final stages of the second industrial revolution but it has not yet
taken advantage of the third.
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To do so Europe needs vigerous intellectual stimulus, a revamped
industrial structure and the support of forward-looking and creative
companies. All initiatives deserve tc be tried, if necessary among.
three or four or ten countries among those that are interested.

The stake is an enormous one. Will our continent, the cradle
of the technological civilization, be able to absorb the shock of returning
to its own inventions and taking the initiative again'? We have the
means to do so but these are poorly coordinated. Each of us pursues his own
obiective, all too often giving precedence to cooperation with Europe's main
competitors whereas Community preference is, or rather should bey the
golden rule of our association.

Let us devise a strategy for each of the major sectors of the
future-- data nrocessing, telecommunications, biotechnology, mass
transit, Let us promote agreements among European companies on the
model of the ""Esprit" program. Let us open up public markets; increase
exchanges among researchers. Let us move against the protectionism of
other great industrial powers. In short, let us create a "European
domain of industry and research." If we manage to do this we will in
the space of a few months make considerable progress, as Robert Schuman
and Jean Monnet did before us. The challenge is of the same magnitude.

Our Eurcpe, which began with the Coal and Steel Community will
have a new point of departure with electronics and biclogy. Our peoples
will understand. They already sense that our existence as a civilization
depends on this.

But this is not all. Nothing durable can be achieved in this
domain without the active participation of labor and providing Eurcpe
is willing to make a sustained attack on unemployment. As I said in
Bonn last year befcre the Bundestag and say again now with the same
conviction, Europe has no future if its youth has no hope. Europe will
only succeed if its millions and millions of unemployed workers regain
the dignity and the reality of work. A Eurcpean ''social space'" will
further this enormously with a few simple ideas: the cocrdinated planning
of the length of the work-week; the acceleration and generalization of
occupational training; increased social protection and the status of
European workers,

But Europe is not a factory. Although the possibilities for
exchange . and creation have never been so great, although the power of
the media is changing our ways of living, imagining and feeling, will we
accept a flood of images from other countries without reacting? This
question deserves to be asked at a time when video-cassettes, satellites



A Euronean and cable networks are going to multiply tenfold the means of communication
"Cultural between people. It is high time to organize a European 'cultural space"
Space"” in which common productions may be. increased.

. Numerous are.the voices rising up today more or less everywhere
in favor of a common defense organization. The excess of power of the-
two superpowers,; the failure of their disarmament negotiations, the
ensuing tensions, the fact that there are five nuclear-weapon states,
the effacement of Europe as a force capable of autonomous plans--all
these things have.revived a sense of nostalgia and created a need, the
extent of which we cannot underestimate. This need seems to me well-
founded. The accompanving ambition reflectq an. intuitive view of the
future.

But an honest examination of the question leads to the following
_ : observations. In the present state of affairs, Eutope remains .torn
European between the security that 'actually exists and the security for which it -
Defense hopes. Its choice of the former is unquestionable. The Atlantic Alliance
i is nowhere near 'being supplanted by a: European alliance. This: follows
from the fact that no military force. is able to take the- ‘place of the
American arsenal. France,:in any case, will not use ‘its nuclear capability
other -than for its own .strategy of deterrence, ‘and Europe ‘as 'a whole -
will not take the risk of finding itself unprotected.  Certainly, Franco-
German military relations’ (in application of the Elyseée Treaty), which
remained a dead letter on this point -for more than 20 years; have taken
a new turn. We exchange information; we have joint discussions; we -
harmonize our moves. Likewise with the U.K.

But France- has made no secret of the fact vis-a-vis’ its allies
that beyond the protection of its national sanctuary and the ‘vital
interests that go.with it, it cannot .take responsibility for the security
. of Europe. ' For strategic reasons and reasons of international policy
that result from the. last war, the decision to use France's nuclear
weapons cannot .be shared.

There is.still a wide field in which:.we will be able.to.provide more
@i more for our security. Not only through conventional arms but also
through the new means that will be coming onto the world scene. We must
already look beyond nuclear weapons if we. de not wish to be left behind
in-a future ‘that is.closer. than one might think. ‘I will mention only.
one example: the conquest:of space. For Europe to be capable of launching
into space-a manned station enabling it to observe and transmit
information and therefore counter any eventual -threat would be a major
step. toward its-own.defense. Not :to mention the progress in electronic
calculation and artificial memory and with it the‘capability, which is



already known, to fire projectiles that would travel at the speed of
light. A European '"space community" would, in my opinion, be the most
appropriate answer to the military realities of the future. -

In What Direction?

This is the third and last question that I ask myself even as
I put it to you. It is my profound conviction that the disputes will
not be resolved and that there will be no fresh start if Europe neglects
or is afraid to give itself a political aim. This is where my question
of a common defense assumes its fullest meaning. Can one conceive of
military power--and what power--independent of a political power?

The 'time has come to give our institutions the coherence they

lack. Thus the Council of Ministers would be inspired to spare the

heads of state and government from having to deal with the motley assortment
of day-to-day decisions. Also the overloaded agendas that have damaged
‘the summit meetings of these past few years could thus be avoided. The
experts, who it was thought had been removed from the final deliberationms,
come in through the back door, victoriously claim their files and have

the last word. To prevent agencies proliferating, efforts being dispersed and
resnonsibilities . rotating improperly, I should also welcome it if the

Ten were: to ‘'set up a permanent. secretariat along the lines proposed by
Chancellor Kﬂhl at . the European Council meeting in Stuttgart. Active
involvemnt of the assembly and the Council of Ministers in the area of
international policy, with the assistance of the Commission where appropriate,
would also be welcome.

But I will stop here. Since it has been in existence the
Community has many times adopted worthy resolutions on such subjects as
human . rights, the ECSC, the Middle.East, Afghanistan, Central America,
southern Africa,; East-West relations and the developing countries. Who
would deny that the Lomé agreements are one of its greatest successes?
A political consciousness is gradually taking shape, but it has to
develop further. We should now expect Europe to help us give meaning to
this world of ours. Europe that has known so many discoveries, inventions
and achievements but that has also been ravaged and rent apart can
aspire to bring us, and others with us, a message of reason and hope in
man's ability to organize his future.
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An AJC Office Review of Jewish Qultural Life in
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Jewish cultural, spiritual and intellectual life is surging forward in
France on a scale and intensity unimaginable only a decade ago and shows
signs of positive ferment in several other West European communities as well.

Given the fact that well over half of West Europe's 1,200,000 Jews dwell
in France and that several other communities are either holding their own or
making some gains, the overall picture is today an optimistic one, for all
that there are other lands where questions about cultural 1dent1ty and spirit-
ual development elicit rather grimmer responses.

Here is a bird's eye review of eight West Eurpean lands, based on a
series of interviews with commmal leaders by the B.:rapean Offz.ce of the
American Jewish Committee.

THE JEWISH CULTURAL EXPLOSION IN FRANCE

France, the fourth largest Jewish commmity in the world with approxi-
mately 700,000 Jews, has the richest vein of Jewish cultural life in Europe
today. What is happening here is described as an explosion, an incredible
flowering. The extent of Jewish cultural revival on every level is seen as
nothing short of a marvel and is a constant source of happy astonishment.

One of its most striking aspects is the interest in Judaism taking place
among the non-religious and those heretofore unattached. This interest has
sprung up particularly among the 25-40 generation, much of which was formerly
marginal and detached from anything Jewish. The non-formalistic approach is
overriding. When ritual is practiced by this element -- which it is at
times -- it is seen as form, not content, a symbolic act for transmission of
tradition. What is sought is religious knowledge: for years now there has
been a mushrooming of well-attended Bible and Talmud study groups. Small
groups of friends gather to discuss, to search, to learn, prodded by a need
to find their roots and identify, to understand what it means to be a Jew,
what is the Jewish patrimony, to discover fundamental sources.

These groups are formed outside any organized community pattern precise-
ly because the last is considered suffocating by them rather than liberating,
and of little value. Many among those participating are former ''1968 revo-
lution' militants: Maoists, Trotskyists, ex-members of a variety of leftist
grouplets, feminists, etc. Some trace their Jewish awareness to the murder
of writer Pierre Goldman in the fall of 1979 -- Goldman being considered
the marginal of marginals, a symbolic figure of 1968, yet one who spoke,
wrote and died as a Jew. This return to Jewish fundamentals also is a re-
action to the disillusionment that set in with many of the 1968 'isms',
channeling the need for attachment and belonging elsewhere.

Only once -- in commitment to the existence of Israel but disagreement
with certain of its positions -- did these many disparate groups unite, to
launch the Peace Now movement in France. (This, incidentally, also found an
echo in Belgium.) By plan, however, the movement was not to be a permanent



one and was dissolved...scheduled to re-emerge as the need for such action
is felt again.

A NEW FORCE: THE JEWISH RADIOS

A:)opher major and completely new factor in the French scene in recent years,
giving unusual resonance to things Jewish, has been the appearance in France
of "free'" radio stations, known before the Socialist came to power as "pirate"
radios.

Almost overnight four Jewish stations could be heard on the airwaves,
adding to the effervescence: Radio Commmity, run by the Fonds Social Juif
Unifié, the fund raising armm of the commnity; Radio '"J" started by the anti-
establishment Jewish Renewal group; and Radio Shalom, an arm of the Jewish
Federation of France, the association formed by businessmen and traders after
the Copernic synagogue was bombed October 1980. The fourth, and admittedly
best, is "Radio Judaiques," the most intellectually oriented, ideologically
to the Left, descri y some as being ''the submarine of the Socialist
Party" but, in fact, setting out as its loftier aim "to scan the universe
with a Jewish eye, without blinkers."

During a year of operation these stations have attracted virtually every
segment of the Jewish population in Paris, approximately one half of the
national total. 'When I want to have news of the world I read Le Monde; but
if I want to know what is happening in Jewish life I listen to the Jewish
radio programs.'" It should be noted that this proliferation of private
radios may not last, for the government is in the process of establishing
some limitations. Four Jewish stations in Paris alone are perceived as a bit
too many, and there is official reluctance to accept the dictum "'two Jews
make for three opinions...." But, one or perhaps two probably will remain
at least. Meanwhile, during the past year of total freedom, all four radio
stations contributed much to a sense of Jewish unity and identification,
with newscasts, interviews, music, literary criticism and the furnishing of
immediate information about Jewish activities -- not tc speak of their spur-
ring of larger attendance at all Jewish events. Radio "Judaiques" is manned
only by volunteers. With no organizational funds available, it was nonethe-
less able to attract the help of professionals and very able non-professionals
so as to become the most interesting of the four. So great is the general
popularity of this new dimension in Jewish life, says cne observer, that many
Jews visiting the capital from the provinces spend a good deal of time just
listening while here. There are plans for stations in Nice, Strasbourg and
other centers with reasonably large Jewish populations.

Activity simmers on many fronts. One can no longer count the mumber of
books, articles, colloquies and lectures on Jewish subjects. Here, too, the
authors and speakers often are those who partake in the small study groups,
the returnees or newcomers to Judaism. One cannot insist enough on their
rejection of commnal boundaries, on how they operate as individuals, in soli-
tary search, a few converging and making ripples. New young writers like
Alain Finkelkraut, Schmuel Trigano, Marco Koskas, Katia Rubinstein, Claudia
Vegh, Paula Darmon, Henri Raczynow, and Guy Konopnicki have appeared on the
scene alongside better-known ones like Andre Glucksman, Henri-Bernard Levy,
E. Jabes, Rachel Ertel, Benni Levy (formerly Sartre's secretary)...and many,
many more. They are so mumerous indeed, that the question is posed whether
one ought speak of a "French Jewish School."

Part of this surge of renewed Jewish vitality is the unexpected interest
in Yiddish as a language and literature. This surprise development (bolstered
by the sudden fame of Isaac Balashevis Singer) first manifested itself over
two years ago, when a few days devoted to Yiddish culture were organized at
the Pompidou Center. Three times as many persons showed up as could be ac-
commodated.

Since then other similar manifestations have taken place, and Yiddish
courses have multiplied. Not only are they offered formally, but also are
undertaken in gatherings of small groups of friends, often overlapping those
studying Bible and Talmud.
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France on a scale and intensity unimaginable only a decade ago and shows
signs of positive ferment in several other West European commumities as well.

Given the fact that well over half of West Europe's 1,200,000 Jews dwell
in France and that several other communities are either holding their own or
making some gains, the overall picture is today an optimistic one, for all
that there are other lands where questions about cultural identity and spirit-
ual development elicit rather grimmer responses.

Here is a bird's eye review of eight West Rurpean lands, based on a

series of interviews with communal leaders by the European Office of the
American Jewish Committee. - '

THE JEWISH CULTURAL EXPLOSION IN FRANCE

France, the fourth largest Jewish community in the world with approxi-
mately 700,000 Jews, has the richest vein of Jewish cultural life in Europe
today. What is happening here is described as an explosion, an incredible
flowering. The extent of Jewish cultural revival on every level is seen as
nothing short of a marvel and is a constant source of happy astonishment.

One of its most striking aspects is the interest in Judaism taking place
among the non-religious and those heretofore unattached. This interest has .
sprung up particularly among the 25-40 generation, much of which was formerly
marginal and detached from anything Jewish. The non-formalistic approach is
overriding. When ritual is practiced by this element -- which it is at
times -- it is seen as form, not content, a symbolic act for transmission of
tradition. What is sought is religious knowledge: for years now there has
been a mushrooming of well-attended Bible and Talmud study groups. Small
groups of friends gather to discuss, to search, to learn, prodded by a need
to find their roots and identify, to understand what it means to be a Jew,
what is the Jewish patrimony, to discover fundamental sources.

These groups are formed outside any organized community pattern precise-
1y because the last is considered suffocating by them rather than liberating,
and of little value. Many among those participating are former '1968 revo-
lution' militants: ‘Maoists, Trotskyists, ex-members of a variety of leftist
grouplets, feminists, etc. Some trace their Jewish awareness to the murder
of writer Pierre Goldman in the fall of 1979 -- Goldman being considered
the marginal of marginals, a symbolic figure of 1968, yet one who spoke,
wrote and died as a Jew. This return to Jewish fundamentals also is a re-
action to the disillusionment that set in with many of the 1968 'isms',
channeling the need for attachment and belonging elsewhere.

Only once -- in commitment to the existence of Israel but disagreement
with certain of its positions -- did these many disparate groups unite, to
launch the Peace Now movement in France. (This, incidentally, also found an
echo in Belgium.) By plan, however, the movement was not to be a permanent




one and was dissolved...scheduled to re-emerge as the need for such action
is felt again.

A NEW FORCE: THE JEWISH RADIOS

ﬁr_w;her major and completely new factor in the French scene in recent years,
giving unusual resonance to things Jewish, has been the appearance in France
of "free" radio stations, known before the Socialist came to power as ''pirate"
radios. '

Almost overnight four Jewish stations could be heard on the airwaves,
adding to the effervescence: Radio Commmity, run by the Fonds Social Juif
Unifié, the fund raising arm of the community; Radio "J" started by the anti-
establishment Jewish Renewal group; and Radio Shalom, an amm of the Jewish
Federation of France, the association formed by businessmen and traders after
the Copernic synagogue was bombed October 1980. The fourth, and admittedly
best, is 'Radio Judaiques," the most intellectually oriented, ideologically
to the Left, described by some as being ''the submarine of the Socialist
Party" but, in fact, setting out as its loftier aim "to scan the universe
with a Jewish eye, without blinkers."

During a year of operation these stations have attracted virtually every
segment of the Jewish population in Paris, approximately one half of the
national total. 'When I want to have news of the world I read Le Monde; but
if I want to know what is happening in Jewish life I listen to the Jewish
radio programs.'' It should be noted that this proliferation of private
radios may not last, for the government is in the process of establishing
some limitations. Four Jewish stations in Paris alone are perceived as a bit
too many, and there is official reluctance to accept the dictum 'two Jews
make for three opinions....'" But, one or perhaps two probably will remain
at least. Meanwhile, during the past year of total freedom, all four radio
stations contributed much to a sense of Jewish unity and identification,
with newscasts, interviews, music, literary criticism and the furnishing of
imnediate information about Jewish activities -- not to speak of their spur-
ring of larger attendance at all Jewish events. Radio "Judaiques'' is manned
only by volunteers. With no organizational funds available, it was nonethe-
less able to attract the help of professionals and very able non-professionals
so as to become the most interesting of the four. So great is the general
popularity of this new dimension in Jewish life, says one observer, that many
Jews visiting the capital from the provinces spend a good deal of time just
listening while here. There are plans for stations in Nice, Strasbourg and
other centers with reasonably large Jewish populations.

Activity simmers on many fronts. One can no longer count the mumber of
books, articles, colloquies and lectures on Jewish subjects. Here, too, the
authors and speakers often are those who partake in the small study groups,
the returnees or newcomers to Judaism. One cannot insist enough on their
rejection of communal boundaries, on how they operate as individuals, in soli-
tary search, a few converging and making ripples. New young writers like
Alain Finkelkraut, Schmuel Trigano, Marco Koskas, Katia Rubinstein, Claudia
Vegh, Paula Darmon, Henri Raczynow, and Guy Konopnicki have appeared on the
scene alongside better-known ones like Andre Glucksman, Henri-Bernard Levy,
E. Jabes, Rachel Ertel, Benni Levy (formerly Sartre's secretary)...and many,
many more. They are so numerous indeed, that the question is posed whether
one ought speak of a "French Jewish School.'

Part of this surge of renewed Jewish vitality is the unexpected interest
in Yiddish as a language and literature. This surprise development (bolstered
by the sudden fame of Isaac Balashevis-Singer) first manifested itself over’
‘two years ago, when a few days devoted to Yiddish culture were organized at
the Pompidou Center. Three times as many persons showed up as could be ac-
.commodated. '

Since then other similar manifestations have taken place, and Yiddish
courses have multiplied. Not only are they offered formally, but also are
undertaken in gatherings of small groups of friends, often overlapping those
studying Bible and Talmud.



Publicly organized festivals of Jewish culture continue, as for example,
last year at the famous Cartoucherie in Vincennes or,recently, a fortnight
of Jewish cinema. The Jewish imprint is also strongly visible in this medium.
Not only the Jewish radio stations and press announce and comment on these
events. They now are featured by the French radio, television and press as
well. :

THE RISE IN JEWISH RESEARCH AND STUDIES

Along with the quantity of books, articles, courses, lectures, discus-
sions, festivals, exhibits to satisfy this hunger for things Jewish, one finds
still another factor: a quantity and quality of higher Jewish teaching that is
simply phenomenal: Even a partial listing cannot fail to impress.

In Paris alone there are thirteen academic, university-level institutions
for Jewish studies and research. Not all reach the highest State Doctorate
diploma level, but all fall within the end of the first, second or third
cycles in higher education. There are eight faculties of the University of
Paris with such chairs in addition to those at the College de France, the
Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, the Ecole Pratique des Sciences Sociales,
the Institute of Oriental Studies and the National Center for Scientific
Research. There are another ten university centers offering Jewish studies
in major cities like Lyons, Tours, Montpelier, etc. Yiddish at university
level is taught at one of the Paris faculties and at the Institute of Oriental
Languages.

All this study and research has generated several high-level periodicals
-- The Review of Jewish Archives (Jewish Archives are part of the French
Commission of Archives); the Review of Jewish Studies (put out by the Society
of the same name); Yod, a publication of the University Press. And this is
far from a complete list which should certainly also include the Cahiers of
the Alliance Israelite Universelle, a less than a year old Jewish Iiterary
journal (run by Benni Levy) called Trace, and some good community journals
and institutional organs. mblishingﬁﬁser’ putting out special Jewish series
are more than doubled in the last few years. The first two were Albin Michel
and Calman Levy; later Stock and Jean-Claude lattes, and very recently
Verdier, which issues Jewish philosophical texts. Long-standing, of course,
is the popular Jewish monthly magazine, L'Arche.

Certainly, nobody doubts that very positive changes have taken place
After years of routine Talmud Torah and Sunday schools came a strong shift
to Jewish day schools which caombined general and Jewish education and, now.
the solidly based, academic program covering all aspects of Judaism.

In this connection, it was heartwarming to hear that the American Jewish
Committee's survey some ten years ago of university theses on Jewish subjects
in France had not been forgotten: 'You were the pathfinders at that time...."
An up-to-date listing of current theses comes to 400-450. The FSJU University
Commission, founded two years ago and presided by Jacques Attali, presently
is working on a new, full listing of all available Jewish studies, possibly
with the mumber of students attending. This will also include those spon-
sored by the Consistory and FSJU -- theological seminars, Yeshivot, etc.
Further testifying to this exciting and stimulating state of Jewish cultural
affairs is the fact that Attali, in spite of his busy job with French Presi-
dent Mitterrand, retains the Commission presidency.

Not to be overlooked, too, are signs of the revitalization of religious
groups, evidenced by greater observance of orthodoxy and expanded religious
teaching. A remarkable job is being done in some of the French Yeshiva '
schools, particularly that in Aix-Les-Bains,being carried out with a modesty
and abnegation that are truly admirable, one is told. Yeshiva teaching
for girls also is on the upsurge, to form future teachers. And Yeshiva
couples have large families -- always good news in a Jewish world bemoaning
the low birth rate. One hears, too, that a number of the young men at these
Yeshivot have abandoned successful careers 'outside' to devote themselves
completely to study and teaching'in Yeshiva schools.



Also attracting more young people is the Lubavitcher group, whose joyous
approach to Judaism pleases yet another part of French youth. Finally, in no
other year to date have there been so many applicants (some 70 to 80 this year),
more and more orthodox in leaning, applying to work as future rabbis and teachers.

It would take many more pages to describe this intense and growing develop-
ment in France. What is so very extraordinary is that so far it has been con-
stant, of high caliber, producing scholars and spreading apace. Dare one talk
of a Jewish renaissance? An exaggeration, perhaps, yet one can still say that
the necessary elements are there. As someone put it: 'The trees are blooming.
Ivj?gds;ciill have to see the quality of the fruits. But they look very promising
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Why all this Jewish vividness in France just now nobody can say.. Some of
the reasons ventured: the stimulus of a generally lively French intellectual
clime; the tripling of the Jewish commmity in the last two decades; the meet-
ing and fusion of two cultures, one virtually straight out of a mellah-ghetto
situation (North Africa and other Middle East countries) avidly using new free-
doms, and bringing fresh energies to the postwar French generations. It remains
to Eehsizn how profound and lasting will be this phencmenon, but it is a pleasure
to behold. ‘

BELGIUM: A CONTRAST IN COMMUNITIES

. Inevitably, what is happening in France today tends to overshadow the situ-
ation in other lands, perhaps more than may be warranted. Partially, the French
scene is reflected in Belgium, at least in its French-speaking sector. 'There
is a certain effervescence around Jewish identity and Jewish memory,'" as one
Brussels leader puts it, "and moderate optimism for the future.". =

Most of the Belgian Jews live in the two cities of Antwerp (some 14,000)
and Brussels (18-20,000). However, the difference of Jewish life in these two
cities is enormous. In a way, Antwerp can be compared to a pre-war Jewish com-
munity in Poland: its Jews are very well organized, live together, work together,
worship together. Jewish activities are developed on strictly religious and
traditional bases, and some 90% of the children go to Jewish schools. It is
this very rich traditional and religious life that compensates the very poor
cultural one. Formal religious Judaism is transmitted well, but without evolu-
tion or creativity; and the result is somewhat sterile and sleepy. The battle
of separate regions in Belgium between Walloons and Flemish has brought yet
further contrast between the two Jewish commmities. Though French still often
prevails in Jewish Antwerp homes, the Jewish population now is bilingual --
and community Board meetings are held in Flemish.

Jewish life in Brussels is almost exactly opposite. The city had no Jewish
schools before the war. Its Jewish population swelled in the 1930s with East
European immigrants who were generally more politically laic in style and in-
clined to the left. The first school was established after the war with a clas-
sic, traditional type of teaching. In the 1960s a second school came into being,
patterned on Israel's teaching system. Divergences in the commmnity led to the
establishment of still a third school, which is more progressive. Some 10-20%
of the Jewish children in Brussels go to these schools, comparable to Jewish
education proportions in other countries.

The Martin Buber Institute (part of the National Center for Higher Jewish
Studies) is well implanted, dynamic and frequented by the youth, mostly as a
result of many years of effort and devotion given to its programs by Professor
Willy Bok. It offers almost daily activities as well as some 10-12 more formal
lecture-courses a year. But the only Jewish Studies Chair in Belgium is at the
Catholic University of Louvain, held by a Catholic priest. It is at Louvain,
too, that work on theses of Jewish content is done, though not always by Jewish
students: a young Indian is doing one about the French Jewish philosopher,
Emmanuel Levinas, for example. There are about a dozen such theses now in course.

Three community centers provide the rest of Brussels' adult cultural acti-
vities. Two of them are traditional, one more than the other. Quite different,
especially since it was revamped 'in 1976, is the third center with emphasis on
the lay as opposed to the religious approach, as symbolized by its very name,
Community Center for Lay Jews, whose prime supporters are businessman David
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Susskind and his wife Simone. Flocking to it are those who seek a more pro-
gressive view, and more controversial and less conformist activities and dis-
cussions. The excitement generated by this new approach has done much to
arouse competitive strains in the other two centers as well.

One basic divergence between the lay and other centers stems from posi-
tions toward the Middle East conflict. The Lay Center people talk about peace
with the Palestinians, dialogue with anyone who is ready to recognize Israel
and argue that Zionism and/or religiosity are not absolute prerequisites for
Jewish identification. The difference in political stance is reflected, too,
in discussion and study about Jewish philosophy and morals. This makes for an
atmosphere that, albeit on a smaller scale, resembles the liveliness and content
of some French activities. It attracts the same type of formerly unattached
and uninterested youth as well as more mature individuals who heretofore saw no
basis for ties with Jewish circles and who rejected the limited scope of organ-
ized community programs. They are now returning to a Jewish fold because a
place is available that permits expression of a different view. Though Belgium
has produced no local Jewish literary star, no grand artistic endeavor, the CCLJ
does attract Belgian intelligentsia and, by extension, visiting French intel-
ligentsia.

BRITISH JEWRY'S TRADITIONAL WAYS

British Jewry, the second in size in Western Europe (some -350,000) mani-
fests itself in totally different ways. It may be because England's Jews lived
the Hitler years differently or that it never has had any special penchant for
politicization like the French, so that its youth had less reason to question
past allegiances and are less disillusioned. Or that there was no major influx
of immigration, like that of the North Africans into France. Basically, Jud-
aism maintains its very own mode of expression in Great Britain: an attachment
pretty much limited to a conservative concentration around the synagogue as
the form most suitable for the Anglo-Jewish personality. And, in keeping with
this, Jewish intellectual leadership comes primarily though not exclusively
from the rabbinate. There are signs, thougn, that synagogue membership, the
hallmark of British Jews' association with Jewish identity, is falling away,
with the conservative bloc of synagogues paying much of the toll.

One reason for this shift in pattern is a rising level of interest in reli-
giosity among the younger generation that leads to departure from mainstream
synagogues to join smaller ones. Some set up small communities with forms of
intense Jewish practice and study; others g0 to Yeshivas in England or in Istael
or join Lubavitcher groups. One is told, for example, that a Lubavitcher sym-
posium on mysticism a year ago was attended by more people than any similar
gathering this year.

But if those who tend to stricter religiosity are finding an outlet
others who question are in more difficult straits. There is no forum for intel-
lectual Jews seeking identity outside the religious mode, it is argued, and
the existing institutions are incapable of adapting to changes in Jewish con-
sciousness. The result is something of a vacuum and there is a question of
whether there ever will be anything. So, many are "turned off and the Anglo-
Jewish personality has become unviable,' as one observer put it.

The poverty of Jewish publications and general lack of writing about Jew-
ish subjects gives credence this view. The major publication, the weekly Jewish
Chronicle, remains widely popular and diffuses a sense of Jewish belonging among
its subscribers, but also reflects, critics say, a "low denominator pastiche."
Jewish writers -- mostly playwrights -- have not generated any following among
Jewish youth. An Arnold Wesker, Bernard Kops, Jack Rosenthal, even a Harold
Pinter, though deeply Jewish in feeling and occasionally writing about Jewish
matters, aim for wider readership and success and have little relative impact.
More is made by someone like Martin Gilbert, the historian who has done good
work not only academically but with more popular productions under community
auspices, such as his booklet on the Holocaust.

Actually, if anything can be said to provoke strong interest it is the
Holocaust and writing about it as most prominently represented, perhaps, by the
work of Professor George Steiner, who has written extensively on the subject.




Inquiries as to whether anything like the Jewish experience in France
is taking place evokes a blank or a peripheral response. One is told of two
socio-political Jewish groups recently formed and having some resonance.
One is Jonah, organized to fight against nuclear armament and trying to apply
Jewish teaching in this debate; the other is the Jewish Social Responsibility
Council, whose aim is to work on relations with minority groups. However
excellent as to their purpose they are hardly the stuff that makes for a
Jewish renaissance.

Cultural activities are of the standard sort, e.g., events at the Ben
Uri art gallery or the Institute of Jewish Music. There is now a project for
setting up a Center of Jewish Cultural Events in the renovated Covent Garden
area, but this is a plan still in search of sponsors. Jewish culture has
acquired some added visibility thanks both to the BBC and the Independent
chain, over and above a regular Sunday morning Jewish television program.
But after one adds this all up one still comes to the conclusion that "Anglo-
Jewry's cultural contribution is proportionately very high -- but for the
gegeral society." This well expresses the basic attitude: An Englishman...
and Jew.

Probably the most positive sign for the future, it was remarked, is the
progress in Jewish day schools. Some 10-15% of Jewish children now attend,
a testimony of a basic sentiment among English parents for the need to trans--
mit Jewish feelings and roots to their children.

Jewish studies on a university level are carried out at the University
College of London, where a separate department was established years ago with
the aid of the Memorial Foundation. It was hoped at the time that this
initiative would be extended to other universities; but this has not happened.
For the rest, there is little Jewish scholarship other than that imported
from Israel or the United States.

Many British universities do have Hebrew studies. These, though, are
seldom attended by Jewish students and really are meant for Christian theo-
logians. In Sussex there is a Genocide and History Institute. The more ex-
citing place and the only potential launching pad for greater cultural develop-
ment is the Oxford Center for Hebrew Studies directed by Professor David
Patterson and now celebrating its 10th anniversary. Like all university
bodies in Great Britain today, however, the Center suffers from financial
problems. It now nonetheless hopes to expand and establish at least ten
new posts; and the next twelve months will therefore be crucial to its suc-
cess. For the moment the Center people feel reasonably confident that this
expansion will take place. The American Jewish Committee sponsored the com-
pilation of a Register of Theses on Jewish Subjects carried out by the Center
some eight years ago. '"'It was a most useful and used publication," says
Professor Patterson, "and it is time for a new survey now.'" But unless AJC
takes this on; it is doubtful that it will be done.

One should not forget the Hillel movement, relatively strong in Great
Britain. Where Hillel Centers exist, they offer off-campus opportunities to
Jewish students for courses, lectures, etc. Finally, there are the Seminaries
-- -- Jews College, the Leo Beck Institute and several Yeshivot. As men-
tioned, some of the last are especially well attended lately, and part of the
trend toward greater religious adherence. ’

The general position, then, is one of a declining community in Great
Britain with emphasis on traditional forms and little new in content, and a
few scarce points of progress. One should not underestimate the strength
still inherent in British Jewry's commumal approach, given its mumbers and
the comfort British Jews derive from their own particular style. Nonetheless,
the situation does not bode well for the future.

ITALY: A CASE OF "GENTLE ABSORPTION"

"Considering our numbers''-- says one of the approximately 40,000 Jews of
Italy --"we react well enough. But that is the trouble. Everything is




reaction to specific events, never action; and this mostly relating to poli-
tical situations, to defend Israel, to combat anti-Semitism. There is no
underlying strength or spiritual leadersh_lp in sight providing serious hope
of continuity and richness in Jewish life and tradition. Our rare best
people go to Israel, as do part of our meager funds."

The Italian Jewish community does face large problems: its own proper
functioning, supporting of its Jewish schools, the maintaining of its cul-
tural patrimony, one of the most ancient in Europe. The system of communal
taxation of its members is largely circumvented. Contributions are much
lower than they should and could be. Efforts to improve cultural levels are
sporadic and little of long-range nature is planned.

The outside environment, too, makes greater and greater inroads. Jews
have turned to time-consuming professions that leave little room for attention
to subjects of Jewish content and tradition. There is no Jewish personality
on the horizon to evoke admiration, no creativeness, no new approaches to
attract youth. Even the current lively sale of books of Jewish interest
(always translations) have a proportionately larger non-Jewish public.

In Italy, predictions of '"gentle absorption' losses through intermarriage
and indifference seem well-founded. At the same time, though, there is here
too a slight movement among the young toward greater and stricter religious
orthodoxy; plus a small influx from North Afnca of Libyan Jews who are
strong for upholding tradition. -

HOLLAND: SIGNS OF NEW VITALITY

In Holland, as in Belgium and France, what is more interesting is happen- -
ing outside the established organized bodies. There 1s a Chair on Judaica
at the University of Amsterdam held by a non-Jew, and another is expected to
be set up at the University of Leyden. The three Catholic universities of
Utrecht, Amsterdam and Tilburg (in the South) all have a Jewish studies sec-
tion, one taught by Rabbi Aschkenazi.

A recent publication entitled ''Christian Theology after Auschwitz'' by

Hans Jansen created quite a stir -- it is a devastating critique of Christian
isolation vis-a-vis Jews and a direct accusation of Christian responsibility
in the annihilation of Jewish life in Europe. The stream of books and studies
about Judaism and Jewish subjects written by Christians has led many of the
young Dutch Jews to meet in small informal groups to study the Bible, discuss
current Jewish writing as well as more historical works and a general Jewish
soul searching.

Several other experiences show that new vitality is flowing into the
Jewish cultural activities. The Jewish Museum in Amsterdam is becoming a pole
of attraction for youth. It is directed by three young Dutch Jews (one a
rabbi) trying to run it on the concept that one can create an atmosphere that
stresses past Jewish culture and tradition and yet show how Jewish survival
through the ages is related to present Jewish life. Gripping theater audiences
recently, and with sold-out notices daily, is a play by Judith Herzberg.

Its major theme is the psychological problems of the present generation who,
as children, suffered the insecurity of persecution and must face the question
of how to be Jewish, after such a past, in the modern world. The effect is
one of immense self-identification and catharsis among the Jewish viewers
who have had this experience as children.

1t should be noted that Holland is the country that most delved -- and
with scientific methodology -- into the effects of the Holocaust on the
second and third generation of survivors. Jews in Holland say of themselves
that compared to the rest of the Western world they took longer both to search
out roots and to express Jewishness in literature and personal appllcatlon,
but, they add, as a result '"We feel it more deeply and lastingly."



In any case, known Jewish authors began to write about their Jewish ex-
perience a few years ago, and continue doing so, either in biographical or
novel form. There is great interest displayed among non-Jews over growing
indications of a Jewish revival, and this interest in turn generates new
developments of a Jewish nature. One journalist made a survey by interviewing
six Jewish writers: all said they were profoundly in need of their Jewish
roots and Jewish expression, though some said they were religious and others
expressed agnostic views.

Unique in Europe, there is also a group of Jewish homosexuals that has
become quite vocal lately. After a Liberal rabbi pleaded that this group not
be harrassed because of its particularism, the group turned to the Liberals
for support. Rumor has it that this public action may have been one reason
behind a law being proposed that would forbid discrimination toward teachers
on grounds of sexual habits or marital status. The Church and Jewish organi-
zations are protesting; but the Liberal rabbis defend the proposed law. By
this action, too, the Liberal movement is perceived as a challenging commmal
force.

One cannot say that the rest of organized Jewish institutional life has
been influenced by the creative ferment taking place outside it.

Given this ferment, a different atmosphere has developed in Holland around
Jews. Those Dutch who viewed them with feelings of guilt or a sense of respon-
sibility for the destruction of this religious minority see that its spirit
is far from gone, that few as Jews may be they are still active, involved and
in the forefront of new thought and ideas. Contributing to this is the fact
that Jewish political figures also now speak and write about their Jewish roots
and how, as their careers progressed, awareness of Jewishness was fundamental
in shaping their attitudes. Jews have made impact on the general scene in
other ways as well, as with their protests against the lack of reaction among
leftist political parties in Holland to the Soviet treatment of the Jews
or to synagogue bombings in Europe by terrorist groups; and with calls upon
the Left not to neglect the dangers of anti-Semitism.

It is with some optimism that the Jews themselves view prospects of Jewish
life in The Netherlands. Among the younger generation and up-to-the-forty-
or-so age group one sees emerge a healthy combination of Jewish-tinged cre-
ativeness, social awareness and attachment.

SWITZERLAND: CALM CONTINUITY

Among the smaller but not smallest communities Switzerland (21-22,000)
shows a calm, steady continuation of routine community life and Jewish attach-
ment. The emphasis is not so much on religion as the keeping of traditions.
Adult education courses and lectures take place regularly and 'though the
mumbers of those attending varies depending on what else is happening or
whether there is a good movie on television that night,' there is a good follow-
ing. There are Jewish schools; but the only university level studies of
Judaism are carried out at the Lucerne Faculty, taught by a Catholic priest
-- "a good man." _ :

The Swiss Federation organized an excellent exhibit in Zurich on the
history of Swiss Jewry just recently, which turned out to be most successful.
It was displayed in a city museum, widely publicized and more than 30,000
persons came to view it. The attractive book issued for the exhibit also was
virtually sold out.

The Swiss community is among the most scattered in Europe. -Here, too,
there is a language problem -- not everyone in Switzerland is trilingual and
much of what is produced in France, for example, can be utilized only in
the French-speaking areas. Another serious problem is that it is an aging
community. But one can say that every effort is being made to provide a
maximum of cultural programs and the very best of commmal facilities.

In Switzerland too there is growing polarization. The conservative ele-
ments tend toward more emphasis on religion and the progressive elements




toward indifference. Sometimes, after marriage, if both persons are Jewish,
there is a return to Judaism for the sake of the children. .As everywhere,
intermarriage is growing, posing the same problem of a "gentle disappearance"
that menaces Jewish life in so many places. : X

GERMANY AND AUSTRIA

It is difficult to try to evaluate cultural development among the 30,000
Jews living in Germany today. Very few of them lived there before World War
II. The refugees from Eastern Europe and other lands who make up the over-
whelming bulk are still in a process of integration.

There are courses of Jewish studies in the faculties of Frankfurt and
Cologne, taught by non-Jews; and a new Academy of Jewish Studies in Heidelberg,
partof the Christian-Jewish friendship effort. Some theses of Jewish content,
less than a dozen, probably, are being prepared in all these establishments,
including those of non-Jewish students. An occasional jolt also take place,
usually concerning the Holocaust and the still very difficult identification
as a Jew in Germany. A book by a young woman, Lea Fleishman, entitled '"This
Is Not My Land" made quite a brouhaha over a year ago.

Strangely enough, however, the possibility of spiritual and cultural
development is not excluded by knowledgeable observers. One definite basis
for it could be the quite impressive amount of excellent scholarly works pub-
lished in Germany (and for many years now) on Jewish history, Gemmany and
the Jews, Christian/Jewish relations in Germany, Israel, Zionism, teaching
about the Nazi period, etc.

They are financed (and the generally well-filled coffers in Germany per-
mitted lavish financing for such purposes) by the State, the Church and the
Christian-Jewish Friendship Societies, or private publishing houses. This
massive material is a reflection of the very special problem of Jews and Ger-
many; and for the time being does not have an impact on Jewish commmity life.
But its very availability is in itself a meaningful development that may play
a more direct and stimulating role in the future.

The some 10,000-12,000 Jews in Austria also are newcomers in the majority,
with a very high percentage of elderly. There are the usual activities, lec-
tures, an occasional seminar, and, of course, synagogues and a Center are
functioning. But it is all something of a holding operation, in spite of a
very small movement toward greater religious commitment among the youth, who
join some of the extreme orthodox groups established in the country.

# # #

In 1958 there appeared the first issue of Community magazine, jointly
published in Paris by the American Jewish Committee together with the Alliance
Israelite Universelle of France and the Anglo-Jewish Association to help fos-
ter Jewish religious and cultural life in Western Europe. The editors turned
to Professor André Néher of Strasbourg, one of the continent's outstanding
intellects, to write the keynote, introductory article in the magazine. His
essay was an expression of faith in the revival of European Judaism.

"Paradoxical European Judaism!," Néher exclaimed, "In the van of world
Judaism for centuries, creator of a culture, a literature, a folklore and of
religious and spiritual ways of living that still nourish Jews throughout the
world, whether they live in Asia, Africa or America, and yet now so atrophied,
mutilated and disorganized that one asks whether its existence ought to be
prolonged...... In all justice, the historian is entitled to see in European
Judaism a sick, old, human community for which the only reasonable treatment
is to help it disappear rapidly....Why, then, are we so unreasonable? Why, in
grave and frequent deliberation, do we seek every means to help European
Judaism live?"
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European Jewry's sense of. survival, Néher replied, had to begin with its
wounds, with its deep thirst to give meaning to what had happened to it.
"...The moral future of universal Judaism," he continued, "depends upon the
existence of these few fanatics in Europe who deal in absolutes, who neither
wish to, nor could, wipe the tragedy off the slate. We can be sure, too, that
these fanatics will approach social and cultural problems with similar inten-
sity; and that they will begin with the basic problem so few men have time to
think about -- namely, knowledge of one's self....We have developed the will
to think, see and act as Jews, to accept even the gravest difficulties in this,
to run risks. The final result is our concern for Jewish authenticity..."

"European Judaism,' he concluded, '"knows that it must make a strength of
its weakness: because of its very lack of structure, of national identity, it
must consider its Jewishness as something yet to be developed in the future,
as a promise yet to be realized. This striving for a far-off but lofty goal
is the secret of our energy." _

The search for authenticity that Professor Néher so presciently described

does indeed appear to lie at the root of the new Jewish energy one sees in
Western FEurope today. '

June 18, 1982
82-550-24



CONFIDENTIAL

‘HE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

to Howard Friedman, Ted Ellenoff, Al Moses, Bob Jacobs,
Gordon Zacks, Rita Hauser

from Marc Tanenbaum and Bill Trosten

subject Meetings with French Jewish leaders, Jan. 12-13, 1984

At the December 12, 1983 AJC Board of Governors meeting
in Washington, D.C., Bob Jacobs reported on our proposed plans
to undertake a mission to meet with French government officials
and others, parallel to similar missions to Germany, Central
and Latin America, and the Soviet Union, as well as to Israel.

Some serious questions were raised regarding the mission,
especially in light of the fact that the large, proud French
Jewish community is competent to interpret and defend its own
interests. The Board adopted a motion in two parts: a) that
the idea of the missions be first discussed with key French
Jewish leaders; and b) if there is no objection, the AJC leaders'
mission to France would be undertaken, probably toward the end
of February 1984.

To implement this mandate, we wrote to the following Jewish
leaders who head the major French Jewish organizations (sample

letter attached):

David de Rothschild, President, Fonds Social Juif Unifie
(French UJA-CJFWF) ;

Theo Klein (international lawyer), President, CRIF;

Jean Paul Elkann (Director General of Christian Dior),
President of the French Consistoire;

Jules Braunschvig and Gerard Israel, Alliance Israelite
Universelle;

Mme. Nicole Goldmann, Director of the European Council
of Jewish Organizations and board member of FSJU;

Chief Rabbi Rene Sirat.

The following week we telephoned Theo Klein of CRIF, the
most important political action arm of French Jewry. Klein said
he was sympathetic to our proposed mission, but suggested that
we meet to discuss the entire matter at length.
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We agreed to come to Paris on Jan. 12th and 13th. At
our request, Nives Fox then arranged appointments with each
of the principal persons listed earlier. 1In addition to
these French Jewish leaders, an appointment was also arranged
with Israel's Ambassador Ovadia Soffer at the Israel Embassy
(formerly attached to Israel's UN Mission). We also had
dinner with Colette Avital, Counselor and Press Officer to

the Israel Embassy.

Our meetings were gratifying beyond our most optimistic
expectations. As indicated in the letter attached, we made
clear that our mission's purpose would be to discuss Franco-
American relations of a broad geo-political character (as we
- have on innumerable occasions discussed foreign policy issues
'~ with our government and other governments) and to explore their
implications for Jewish concerns centering on Israel, Soviet
Jewry, Latin American Jewry, Falashas, South African Jewry,
etc.--from an American Jewish point of view. We also indicated
our great-respect for organized French Jewry and that we had
no intention of interfering in their internal affairs nor in
their relationship with the French government. ;

Without a single exception, each of the French Jewish
leaders approved and supported our mission. Several of the
most important and influential leaders spontaneously offered
to speak to their high-level contacts in the French government
encouraging them to arrange for our AJC mission to be received
on the highest levels--i.e., Prime Minister Mitterand, Foreign
Minister Cheysson, etc. (Those who volunteered included Baron
de Rothschild, Theo Klein and Jean Paul Elkann. The latter,
the impeccably elegant director of Christian Dior, is a close
friend of Giscard d'Estaing,and he suggested--as did Klein--
that we also meet with the heads of both political parties to
assure the bi-partisan character of our talks, as we did in
Germany. We agreed that this was an excellent idea and that we
would warmly welcome their assistance.)

There were a number of other "plusses" that came out
of these meetings:

1) They all agreed to take part--assuming their calendars
allow for it--in a briefing-orientation session with our AJC
leaders prior to our meetings with French authorities, as well
as in de-briefing sessions afterward;

2) Theo Klein has been discussing with P.M. Mitterand
his forthcoming trip to the Ivory Coast and other West African
countries to encourage diplomatic and trade relations with Israel.
Since, Klein said, African countries are desperately eager for
American economic aid, it would help him in his mission if
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the AJC President would send him a letter (in French) supporting
his trip. We responded sympathetically, and Klein offered
to send us a draft letter;

3) Mme. Goldmann, an attractive, articulate (in English
and French) and impressive person, invited closer collaboration
with AJC in the European Jewish Council's programs with Jewish
communities in Eastern and Western Europe. We responded
affirmatively, and also invited her to address a forthcoming
AJC meeting when she is in New York; she replied that she would

be happy to do so;

4) Gerard Israel of the Alliance Israelite is a Deputy

" of the RPR (Rassemblement pour la Republique) Gaullist party to
the European Parliament and serves on its Political Affairs
working party which deals with human rights issues (63 African
and Asian states are related to this group). After we described
some of the human rights prcjects of the AJC and the Blaustein
Institute which Sidney Liskofsky is handling so ably, Mr. Israel
invited our closer collaboration. He asked that we send him
copies of our human rights studies and publications and offered
to arrange meetings with AJC human rights specialists and the
European Parliament people (including Lord Bethell Nlcolas who
heads Political Affairs in Strasbourg).

5) Mr. Braunschvig discussed with us internal Jewish
political developments relating to the World Jewish Congress
and CRIF. He said that the Alliance, which has long and cordial
ties with AJC, identifies strongly with AJC's position on
cooperating with other umbrella groups where appropriate but
maintaining independence in support of diversity and pluralism.
He welcomed better communication and cooperation between our
two groups.

6) Chief Rabbi Sirat, who spoke with us in the Great
Synagogue, expressed concern over the presence of the large
Arab Muslim group in France. He said there was need for building
positive relations with Muslims, and urged us to co-sponsor -
with him, the Consistoire and Muslim groups, a symposium on
Judaism and Islam. We said we would take his suggestion under
consideration.

7) Both Israeli Ambassador Soffer and Mr. Elkann said
that France, in search of a renewed "grand mission," is
identifying itself as a bridge to the Third World nations
and therefore there will be continuous stresses with Israel,
as they include the Arabs in their pro-Third World stance.
Therefore, our AJC mission can only help bring another American
point of view which French officials need to hear from American

citizens.



8) All the French Jewish leaders asserted that the
French government is very much concerned about its image in
America and with improving their political and economic ties
with the U.S. They also said that French officialdom looks
upon American Jewry as a major influence in America and
undoubtably would be eager to meet with us.

9) Most of the Jewish leaders asked for an update on
AJC's recent interventions on behalf of Soviet Jewry and with
West Germany regarding her proposed sale of arms to Saudi Arabia.

All in all, it could not have gone better! In light of
this, we are strongly recommending moving forward in arranging
our AJC mission to the French government--and, in fact, we will
be doing so. We will be in touch with you as soon as we have
an outline of a meeting schedule and dates. '

cc: E. Winter, R. Maass
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December 20, 1983

Mr. Théo Klein, President
Council of Jewish Institutions in France
19 rue de Teheran

. 75008 Paris, France

Dear Mr. Klein,

Our mutual friend and my colleague, Yehuda Rosenman, has spoken warmly
- of his relationship with you and has asked that I express to you his

best wishes.

My purpose in writing to you is to share with you a proposal and to re-
quest the benefit of your advice. Since the idea is somewhat complex,
it might be helpful if we could arrange to meet together shortly, or at

least discuss it over the telephone.

As you may know, for decades the American Jewish Committee has been
deeply involved in a foreign affairs program that is dedicated to serv-
ing the causes of Israel, Soviet Jewry, and world Jewry generally and

to promote good relationships between the U.S. and other countries dev-
oted to the spirit of democracy and equality. We have sought to advance
the interest of kfaf Yisraelf through a prudent and judicious use of our
influence in political and economic arenas of American foreign and dom-
estic policy, as well as through the mobilization of the considerable re-

sources of our leadership throughout the United States.

In this perspective, we have inaugurated in recent years a series of
missions to heads of various governments, political parties, cultural
and social forces. Our most recent successful experiences have involved
discussion of American and U.S. Jewish foreign policy concerns with key
elements of the Federal Republic of Germany, and most Latin American
countries. In January we shall be meeting with the heads of all the
Jewish communities in Central America in Guatemala, and then with gov-
ernment officials. We also maintain contact with government, poli-
tical and other personalities in key areas in Eastern Europe, Asia

_and Africa.
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" Mr. Théo Klein

-2- ' December 20, 1983

In view of a number of problems in mutual perception which have arisen
in relations between France and the United States, with obvious impli-
cations for Israel, Soviet Jewry, and Israel's role in French-speaking

'Hest Africa, our leadership has come to feel that it would be useful

for the AJC to undertake a mission to France for a series of foreign
policy discussions concentrating on Franco-American relations. Among
the issues we plan to discuss are East-West relations, nuclear defense,
terrorism, and relations with the Third World, particularly the stab-
{lization of the Middle East, as it concerns Israel, the neighboring

countries, the U.S. and France.

We have met uith French Embassy officials in the United States re-
cently on an informal basis and they have encouraged our undertaking
such a mission to Paris, suggesting the end of February as a possible

date.

Out of our deep regard for the autonomy and primacy of the French Jew-
ish community, we felt that before we begin to organize our program
with the French government, that we should seek your counsel and ad-
vice. We wish to make clear that we have no intention of dealing with
internal French Jewish concerns, since your community leadership is
clearly competent to represent its own interests. At the same time,
since France is one of the major Jewish comunities in the world today,

we are very much interested in its welfare.

In planning our mission, our first desire would be to meet with you
and the leadership of CRIF, as well as with other representative French
Jewish bodies. Perhaps we might arrange to begin our mission with a
luncheon or dinner with French Jewish leadership and have the benefit
of your collective thinking before we proceed with our broader dis-
cussions with French government officialdom. -

I would be most grateful if we could have the benefit of your views at

your early convenience.
Tif_" L_..xn.__
. s 5

" Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

- Director
International Relations Department

With warm good wishes, I am,

MHT :RPR

cc: Nives Fox o .
- Bil] Trosten . "=
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France interested in more
~ joint projects with Israel

PARIS (JTA) — France is in-
terested in expanding its in-
dustrial and economic coopera-
tion with Israel and wants to pur-
sue a policy of joint projects in
technical and scientific fields.
This was reported by the French
minister for industry,” Laurent
Fabius, who stressed at a joint
study group here that govern-
ment is giving priority to such
projects. :

Fabius' declaration was read
before the 200 assembled French
and Israeli businéssmen, bankers

and technicians by one of his :
aides. The minister was meeting .
with President Francois Mitter-
rand at the time. '

Israel’s new ambassador to
France, Ovadia: Soffer, also
stressed the complementary
nature of French and Israeli
societies. He stressed Israel’s high
level of technical and scientific
development which, he said,
could benefit its West European
partners. Senate president Alain
Poher also called for increased
cooperation between the two
countries, which, he said, could
benefit both.

The study group was organized -
by a French economic publica-
tion. The participants concen-
irated on preparing concrete pro-
jects in the electronic and medical
fields. ’
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‘Anti-Semitism in France has
backfired’ says chief rabbi

NEW YORK (JTA) — Anti-
Semitism in France appears 10
have backfired as a result of the
solidarity French Christians have
demonstrated with the Jewish
population of France, Chief Rab-
bi Rene Sirat said here. That
solidarity, he stated, has resulted
in the increasing isolation of the
anti-Semites instead of the isola-
tion of French Jews, which had
been the aim of the anti-Semites.
. The chief rabbi made those

observations at Yeshiva Universi-
. 1y where he was guest of honor

' commitment

must take precautions, the go-
vernment protection of synagogs
during the recent High Holy Days
was successful in averting -acts of
violence."

Sirat said there is a renewed
to Judaism in
France. He noted that attendance
in Jewish day schools has doubl-
ed in the past few years and now
totals some 9000 students. One of
his goals is to double that figure,
he said. He also spoke of the
growing baal t'shuva movement, .
particularly among Jewish in-

‘French Christian solidarity has resulted in
increasing isolation of the anti-Semites
instead of isolation of the French Jews....”

recently at a reception hosted by
university president Dr, Norman
Lamm. During the reception,
Sirat was presented with a two-
volume study of Sephardic law
and customs written by Dr.
Herbert Dobrinsky, vice presi-
dent for university affairs.

Sirat, the first Sephardi in
nearly 200 years to hold the post
of chief rabbi of France, told a
press conference before the
reception that there are a number
of manifestaiions in France- of
the growing Christian-Jewish
solidarity. He cited as an example
the 300,000 people who marched

_to protest the terrorist attacks on
the Rue Copernic Synagogue and
Jo Goldenberg’s restaurant in
Paris.

**Before World War Il such a
demonstration would never have
taken place,"" he said. ‘*Although
there still are tensions and Jews

tellectuals. 3

Sirat, who is the head of the
department at the Sorbonne
which includes Hebrew, Yiddish,
Ladino and Judaic-Arabic
studies in language and [iterature
called for the. initiation of a
Jewish-Moslem dialogue on a
theological basis, similar to that
which now exists between Jews
‘and Christians. He lauded the re-
cent pronouncement by Roger
Cardinal Etchegarary. archbis-
hop of Marseilles, who declared
that Christians must beg
forgiveness for their persecution
of the Jews, a pronouncement the
chief rabbi called “‘unique in
Jewish Christian relations.™

New Jewish center
dedicated in old
section of Paris
'PARIS (JTA) — A new Jewish

- community center has been in-

augurated in the old Paris Moni-
martre area. The center consists
of some 40 double rooms 10 serve
as an old people's home -and a
nursery which can take in 75
children on a day-care basis. [t
will also serve some 600 kosher
meals a day.

Some two-thirds of the center's
budget was provided by the City
of Paris social services agency
and part of the rest by an associa-
tion comprising some of the
veteran Jewish immigrants from
Eastern Europe or their descen-
dants, :

The president of the associa-
tion, advertising tycoon Marcel
Balustein-Blanchet, said- that
many of the early postwar Jewish
immigrants landed in Montmar-
tre where the center was original-
ly opened in 1932 in two small
rooms. Balustein-Blanchet said
that the center will also cater to
the needs of many of the area’s

inon-Jewish old or needy.

, 1983 Sentinel



Rightwingers accuse French
Jews of ‘colonizing’ France

PARIS (JTA) — French Jews
were accused of “‘colonizing”’ the
country, controlling represen-
tatives of six extreme rightwing
Organizations at a recent meeting
here attended by close to 8000
people. The gathering was dubb-
ed “Friendship Day' by the
organizers and was an effort by
the extremist groups to try o
unify their forces and strengthen
their inpact in the political arena.

Several of the speakers at the
meeting said that two of the
government's Jewish cabinet
members, Transport Minister
Charles Fitterman, a Com-
munist, and Justice Minister
Robert Badinter, a Socialist,
‘“represent the two traditional
poles of Jewish influence: Marx-
ism and capitalism."

Arnoud de Lassus, represen-
ting an association of Catholic
school parents, said **Badinter is
the son-in-law of the king of
French advertising and one of the
country’s riches men, Marcel
Blaustein-Blanchet, while Fitter-
man headed the (Communist)
party school for cadres. This is
the first time that the wo ex-
ponents of Jewish colonialism sit
in the same government. It is as if
Rothschild and (Karl) Marx had
been ministers together in their

The extreme right has been
deeply split since the end of the
war and until last month had fail-
ed 1o play an active role in French
politics both on the national and
local level.

Last month, the center-right
opposition” parties for the first
time concluded a formal alliance

with the extreme right to contest

the municipal elections in the city
of Dreux. Their joint platform
was based on their opposition to
the presence in France of im-
migrant guest workers whose
percentage is especially high in in-
dustrial Dreux, hard hit by
unemployment.

Although many liberals oppos-

ed the deal, the opposition won a .

sweeping victory. Simone Veil, a
prominent Gaullist leader and
often mentioned as a possible
presidential candidate in 1988,
said she could not approve this
sort of political alliances and
stressed that she herself would
" have abstained has she had o
chose bétween the government
coalition and an opposition link-
ed to the extreme right.

Some liberals within the
Gaullist and Republican parties,
led respectively by Paris Mayor
Jacques Chirac and former Presi-
dent Valery Giscard D’Estaing,
November 3, 1983
Chicago Sentinel

privately continue to echo Veil's

warnings.
Most commentators,
nonetheless, believe that the

center-right parties’ campaign
committees plan to continue,
whenever useful, their alliance
with the extreme right. Many
campaign workers say the ew
treme right helps to mobilize
votes on certain popular issues
and yet *‘is not important enough
to influence party lines."

Extreme rightwing spokemen
also generally deny, at least in
public, any anti-Semitic policy or
intentions and - claim that their
views are ‘badly misinterpreted
and misrepresented by the
media."’

At the recent meeting, many of
the speakers were not only openly
anti-Semitic but also opposed the
Protestant minority and to what

‘some of the speakers said was

‘“the growing influence of the
Massonic lodges.” Two non-
Jewish ministers were singled out
for attack: Agriculture Minister
Michel Rocard, a Protestant, and
Defense Minister Charles Hernu,
a Mason.

The most violent attacks were
directed, however, at the Jews and
alleged Jewish influence on
government decisions. One of the
speakers, militant Cathalic writer
Romain Marie, accused Jews “of
putting the interests of Judaism
far above the interests. of
France,"" He added: *'The, Jews
claim that we are anti-Semitic.
We should retort that we are anti-
Communist and that Com-
munism is mainly Jewish. Jews
still are a majority within the
Communist International, an in-
ternational of murder."
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French Jewry loday

Except for a small number of pro-Palestin-
1an militants, French Jews are united around
the imperative issue of the survival of Is-
rael. The ties that bind them to Israel are
complex and eventually contradictory.
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.+ United States,

A Remarkable

Revival
Dominigue Schnapper

For European Jews, France has al-
ways played a special role. Through-
out the.19th century and until 1940,
France was the original country of
emancipation, the first in Europe to
grant legal equality and civil rights to
Jews during the period of the French
Revolution. It is not by chance that
a Yiddish proverb uses the phrase
“happy as God in France.”

Until 1940, French Jews believed

- that, by some historical miracle, the

France of the Revolution and the
Rights of Man would incarnate the
Jewish ideal. This belief helped them
to reconcile their French patriotism
in its universalist dimension with'
their Judaism.

However, by the end of the 19th
century this image had greatly changed
as a result of the Dreyfus affair, which
sent shock waves through France, the
Jewish communities of Europe and
elsewhere in the world. For French
Jews, it was more than a matter of
anti-Semitism: rather it represented
the eternal struggle—of justice against
reasons of state. The Dreyfus episode
also greatly influenced Theodore
Herzl, who was in Paris at the time,
and contributed to his conviction that
Jews must have their own homeland.

In recent years, particularly in the
uncertainty about
France with regard to its treatment
of Jews has become increasingly sharp.
The attitude of President Charles de
Gaulle was criticized. and his sharp
characterization of Jews as “‘a proud
and domineering people™ was widely
resented. Two attacks in the past few
vears—one on the Copernic syn-

Dominique Schnapper is a professor
at the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sci-
ences Sociales. Her book, Jewish
Identities in France: An Analysis of
Contemporary French Jewry (Uni-
versity of Chicago Press), has just
been published.
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agogue in October 1980 and the other
in the rue des Rosiers in August
1982—created violent reactions. To
some Americans, France has lately
appeared. unjustly, as the major cen-
ter of anti-Semitism today. While for
many decades France symbolized the
country where Jews were freest and

happiest, now in the eyes of some for- .

eigners it seems to be a place Jews
should leave.

Perhaps it is time to look at France
and its Jews with an unjaundiced and
realistic eye.

To begin with, the present French
Jewish population is a very hetero-
geneous community, with a variety
of geographic origins. Except for a
small group, descendants of those
who settled in France more than two
centuries ago and are now largely as-
similated into the non-Jewish popu-
lation, thev are members of two
principal groups. First are the Ash-
kenazim, whose parents and grand-
parents emigrated from Eastern and
Central Europe from the end of the
19th century onward, and especially
between the two world wars. (They
were originally known as Poles,™ for
the country which provided the great-
est number of newcomers.) Second,
in recent times, many Sephardim
came from North Africa, seeking new
homes in France after the colonies
there attained independence. Though
there were never the social problems
between these two groups in France
as there have been in Israel, basic
differences do exist and the commu-
nity has been much changed by the
arrival of the North African Jews.

When World War I1 ended, French
Jewry numbered half as many per-
sons as before the Nazis sent some
90.000 to their deaths. To a large ex-
tent the survivors were middle class,
many inclined toward assimilation.
and they were somewhat shaken by
the arrival of the first North African
Jews in the 1960s. The large number
of new immigrants eventually quad-
rupled the Jewish population, making
the French Jewish community the
largest in the free world. after the
United States.

The dynamism, activism. Mediter-
ranean life-style and knowledge of
French culture acquired during the
colonial period plus the religious di-
mensions of the traditional practices
of these Jews of Algeria. Tunisia and

Morocco—all these factors have con-
tributed to both the upheaval and the
blossoming of French Judaism since
they arrived. There were. of course,
what might be called growing pains
in older communities where the size
of the group expanded, sometimes
suddenly, to ten times what it had
been earlier. There were occasional
conflicts between groups which fol-
lowed different forms of religious
practice. But French Jewry also wit-
nessed the resurrection of old com-
munities, some moribund for many
years, especially in such places as
Avignon and Aix-en-Provence in the
south of France. An interesting ex-
ample of the kind of change that has
taken place is the 18th-century syn-
agogue of Carpentras—in southeast
France, twelve miles northeast of
Avignon—which had been trans-
formed into a museum for more than
a century and is now a center for
North African Jews in the area.
Today the Sephardim make up the
most religious and most active group
in France with respect to their. par-

_ ticipation in religious, cultural and

political associations; their enroll-
ment in Jewish schools, and their ob-
servation of the Sabbath and
adherence to dietary laws. Perhaps
it is fitting, then, that the Grand
Rabbi of France, René Sirat, a native
of Algeria (who is also professor of
Hebrew at the University of Paris),
is in a real sense a reflection of the
most religiously conscious and lively
core of French Judaism.

Another effect of the Sephardi im-
migration is the change in the French
Jewish population, which is now as
varied as the population of France
itself. The community incorporates
middle class fifth- and sixth-genera-
tion French citizens, professionals
and intellectuals, descendants of
*Polish™ shopkeepers, formerly Tu-
nisian and Moroccan workers, shop-
keepers and businessmen, and
Algerian civil servants.

Through this **Sephardization,™
France—where Jewish assimilation
once was widespread—is now wit-
nessing a strong revival of Jewish eth-

nic consciousness. This is reflected in
the massive growth of Hebrew stud-
ies at all levels, an increase in the
number of students of Jewish culture
and history, and the number of pub-
lications devoted to Jewish subjects.
More and more Jews are regularly
taking part in religious services and
in public events relating to Jewish
life. Even some of the formerly as-
similated Jews are now involved in
such activities; their grandparents
would probably have observed this
renewal of interest in Judaism (which
in their time had been reduced to a
family memory) with astonishment.
Among those who also have joined
in are former leftists of the 1960s and
1970s now devoting themselves to
study of the Talmud. In national com-
munity 0rganizations, ex-communists
have been given positions of respon-
sibility. The journey back for some
begins with an interest in Israel; they
start to learn Hebrew and then join

Zionist organizations. Some degree

of religious observance follows, usu-
ally symbolic at first (for example,
refusing to eat pork or shellfish, fast-
ing on Yom Kippur) and later, some-
what stricter. A few end up by
adhering to Orthodox Jewish tradi-
tion. '

While no exact statistics are avail-
able, clearly the numbers who are
becoming actively Jewish are still lim-
ited to a relatively small percentage
of the Jewish population. For the
majority. which tends toward assim-
ilation. two features predominate.
They have acommon concern, Israel,
and a common characteristic, an ex-
treme sensitivity to anti-Semitism.

Except for a very small number of
pro-Palestinian militants, French Jews
are united around the imperative is-
sue of the survival of Israel. The ties
that bind them to Israel are complex
and eventually contradictory. French
aliyah has always been very limited;
barely a few hundred Jews, mainly
religious North Africans, leave France
each year to settle there and only a
few Jews of French or Ashkenazic
origin depart. Unquestionably, the
majority are comfortable in the French

Perhaps it is time to look at France and its
Jews with an unjaundiced and realistic eye.
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culture; their religious practices or
ethnic consciousness find room for
expression in this democratic society.

The significance of each person’s
ties to Israel depends upon the form
of his or her Judaism, personal his-
tory and connections in the Jewish

world. For religious Jews, Israel is the

Promised Land. For nonreligious
Jews, who have concentrated their
Judaism on pro-Israel activities, the
attachment has been transposed to a
historical and political level. The lat-
ter see Israel not as the Promised
Land, but as necessary for the sur-
vival of the Jewish people and the
perpetuation of Judaism. All the
same, even the most assimilated
maintain a special relationship with
Israel and would consider its disap-
pearance a posthumous victory of
Nazism—the Absolute Evil. Thus,
during the Six Day War, considered
a time of mortal danger for Israel, a
sudden and surprising spirit of “‘be-
longing” was manifested among to-
tally assimilated Jews, who had
thought that they had lost all feelings
of solidarity.

Since World War II, many Jews
have ceased to believe that France is
the country of miracles. The common
destiny created at Auschwitz intro-
duced a radical break. Going from
one extreme to the other, the ten-
dency now is to overestimate French
-anti-Semitism and to consider France
the country of anti-Semitism.

It must, however, be remembered
that this large and vibrant Jewish
community expresses itself and con-
ducts its activities with complete free-
dom. The Copernic and rue des
Rosiers attacks that shocked Jewish
opinion were not acts of anti-Semites
but of international terrorists, and

were unanimously condemned by
French political, religious and moral
authorities. It is true that President
Valery Giscard d’Estaing gave the
impression that he did not understand
Jewish sensitivity, resulting from the
fact that such incidents immediately
reminded Jews of their parents’ ex-
periences—the indelible memory
which makes any attack on a Jewish
community the foreshadowing of a
new deportation. However, while the
former president demonstrated a lack
of personal sensitivity, as a statesman
he declared himself entirely on the
side of the Jewish population.

Still, while charges of anti-Semi-
tism in France should be weighed
carefully, currently there are two
other disturbing factors—which, sadly,
are not peculiar to France alone, but
rather to all of Western Europe. The
first results from the so-called “‘bal-
anced” policy between the Arabs and
the Israelis that Europe seeks to de-
velop in the Middle East—a policy
which Jews find is tilted in the Arabs’
favor. Many believe that President
Francois Mitterrand, whose personal
sympathies for the Jewish people are
well known, supports a policy not
very different from that of his.pre-
decessor.

The second factor, which also ex-
ists in other European countries, is
the uneasiness which developed out
of the attitude of the mass media to-
ward Israel during the Lebanon war
last year. Regardless of the validity
of political or moral aspects of Israeli
policy, many Jews found much evi-
dence of unfairness among journalists
whose articles were ' systematically
unfavorable to Israel. The Israelis
were accused of genocide, in spite of
the fact that they were fighting an
armed adversary—and of the mas-

This large and vibrant Jewish community
expresses itself and conducts its activities
with complete freedom. The Copernic and
rue des Rosiers attacks that shocked Jewish
opinion were not acts of anti-Semites but
of international terrorists, and were unan-
imously condemned by French political,
religious and moral authorities.
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sacre of people in the “ghetto™ of
Beirut, though they had urged the
civilian population to leave the city.
The unbridled partisan attitude of the
mass media gave numerous French
Jews the impression that anti-Semi-
tism, forbidden by law and to a large
extent socially unfashionable, was
reawakening in a new anti-Zionist
guise.

Still, it should be noted that even
in Italy, unanimously recognized as
the least anti-Semitic country in Eu-
rope—where even under fascism, Jews
found a refuge—the mass media
treated Israel’s role in Lebanon in the
same way. In both countries, the vir-
ulent attacks ended only with publi-
cation of the report of Israel's Kahan
commission of inquiry.

We must keep our perspective.
France is the country where the larg-
est active Jewish community of West-
ern Europe lives in freedom. In spite
of the variety of its geographical and
social origins, this community is now
predominantly North African Se-
phardic. As a result, assimilation is

- no longer the rule, and a form of re-

ligious, or more often ethnic Jewish
consciousness has come into being.
The diversity of the community em-
braces certain common traits: con-
cern for Israel and sensitivity to anti-
Semitism linked to the ever-present
memory of the Hitler genocide. Mid-
dle Eastern politics, international ter-
rorist attacks, or the attitude of the
mass media cannot slow the revival
of the French Jewish community. [

The Sephardic

Community

of Paris
Jordan Elgrably

“*As Sephardi Jews, we have a strong
drive to hold on to our culture and
our customs. They are a way of as-
suring that we and our children re-
main Jewish. It has been said,

Jordan Elgrably is a Paris-based writer
who recemily profiled the salirist
Ephraim Kishon in Present Tense.



however. that by reaffirming Se-
phardi traditions we are fragmenting
the Jewish community. We believe
that the richness of Judaism manifests
itself in the diversity of Ashkenazi
and Sephardi practice, and that,
through a reciprocal recognition of
our different cultures. we Sephardim
and Ashkenazim—who are indeed
brothers—will be able to live more
cohesively.”.

Albert Benatar, a Sephardi lawver
who emigrated to France from Ra-
bat. Morocco in 1967 and is president
of the Fédération Sépharade de
France. was speaking about today’s
Jewish community in Paris. In that
city. where now live more than half
of France’s 535.000 Jews (who con-
stitute the fourth largest Jewish com-
munity in the world). the dvnamic
Sephardi Jews who arrived during the
past few decades have changed the
face of the entire group.

The Sephardi immigration from
North Africa in the late 1950s and the
1960s. notably during the struggle for
Moroccan independence and the war
in Algeria, and immediately after the
1967 Six Day War, raised their pro-
portion of the total French Jewish
population 10 65 percent—a number
all the more remarkable for the fact
that. overall. Sephardim represent a
slim 15 percent of the world Jewish
population.

The Sephardi integration into all
strata of French society has been
nothing less than astonishing. In con-
trast to the situation in Israel. Se-
phardi Jews are not waging a battle
for equal status in France, but rather
have launched themselves into key
positions in government, education
and the arts and sciences. This pow-
erful upward mobility and the fact
that they are an outspoken majority
is reflected in their generally healthy
relationship with the older and pre-
dominantly Ashkenazi community.

Albert Benatar—who is also sec-
retary of the Bet Din. or religious
court. in Pars and a Bet Din repre-
sentative for three temples in the
Paris suburbs—observes: “Our Ash-
kenazi brother. having suffered the
Holocaust. was deeply embittered
and disappointed. He had under-
standably lost faith because he had
survived. Coming to France, the Se-
phardi Jew gave him renewed vigor
and a desire to become Jewish once
again—to pride himself on his Jew-
ishness. That the Sephardi presence

The Sephardi integration into all strata of
French society has been nothing less than
astonishing. In contrast to the situation in
Israel, Sephardi Jews are not waging a bat-

tle for equal status.

poneau.

in France has affected the Jewish
spirit and way of life is evident in the
svnagogue. Two-thirds of the syn-
agogues in and around Paris are
headed by Sephardi rabbis.™

The Sephardi immigrant. originally
from Spain and by extension (and
expulsion) from North Africa. differs
considerably from other Jews who
left their host countries on alivah to
the United States. Canada and Israel.
Imbued with the French language
and culwre in Morocco, Tunisia and
Algeria. he came to France armed
with more than a passport. And be-
cause the Sephardi Jew in North Af-
rica was a practicing Jew. with explicit
religious and cultural traditions—
rabbinic law was so powerful. for ex-

A street scene in the Belleville section of Paris with Arab and Jewish shops on the rue Ram-

ample. that no civil marriage was re-
quired—he was not in danger of
losing his identity or assimilating a
new one.

Prior to this concentrated influx of
Sephardim. the French Jewish com-
munity was relatively inactive. It had
suffered some 90,000 dzad in the
Holocaust and. in earlier vears. a
long history of anti-Semitism which
exploded with the Drevfus affair in
1894. After its emancipziion in the
late 18th century,” wrotz 2 ranowned
Sephardi sociologist. Clacd2 Tapia.
“French Jewry was increasingly as-
similationist and for a peciad apolit-
ical and even anti-Zionist.”

Evidences of major Seczzndi influ-
ences are seen everywiire today.
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While before 1960 there was a mere
handful of kosher establishments and
a dozen synagogues in the Paris area,
today there are more than 60 tem-
ples, 35 in Paris alone. and nearly 150
kosher establishments in the citv and
its suburbs. Moreover, the Bet Din
currently is supervising the construc-
tion of an additional two or three syn-
agogues—both Sephardi and
Ashkenazi—each year. '

Enrollment in the Paris region’s 36
Jewish primary and secondary schools
and in its colleges has risen steadily
since the late 1960s, with a Sephardi
participation of 70 to 80 percent. In
one school.the Lycée Lucien de Hirsch
(a high school). pupil enroliment rose
from 200 before 1970 to its present
820. and 400 children are on the wait-
ing list.

Also. according to Doris Bensi-
mon-Dorat. who heads the sociology
of religions department of the Na-
tional Center for Scientific Research.
North African Jews—especially in
the French provinces—exhibit a
deeper attachment to religious cere-
mony than several generations. of

Central and Southern European Jews
and Jews born in France. Yom Kip-
pur is observed by more than 80 per-
cent of the Sephardi population. Some
75 percent use matzoh at Passover,
and half the group maintains kosher
homes. Though no precise figures are
available, about half the Sephardim
and Ashkenazim marrv one another,
she points out—and intermarriage
between Jew and gentile is lowest
among Sephardim, accounting for
about 11 percent of the world Se-
phardi population.

Janine Gdalia is director of the
Fédération Sépharade. Born in Tu-
nisia. she came to France in 1961,
when she was 17, with a superior
knowledge of French history and cul-
ture but with little or no understand-
ing of either Tunisia or Israel. Her
grandfather spoke Judeo-Arabic at
home. though her parents and sib-
lings did not. She did not learn He-
brew as a child, she says, because
then only boys attended the private
Jewish schools sponsored by the Al-
liance Israélite Universelle in Tuni-
sia. She had studied literature at the
Sorbonne. earned a Master of Ars
degree and was about to go into
French society and teach. when she
experienced a larger awakening that
changed the course of her life.

“1 finally arrived at the conclu-
sion.” she explains. “that there was
no perceptible shortage of hterature
professors in France and. that [ might
be of more use in helping other Jews.
Sephardim and Ashkenazim. younger
and older generations alike. to redis-
cover their Judaism. During my uni-

- versity years. [ was a substitute French

teacher in Jewish secondary schools;
I suppose that throughout this period
I was coming to grips with my ‘group
of origin.” if you will.

“True. | realized when [ came here
that we were a minority. Paris is an
enormous city which has undergone
one population explosion after an-
other with successive waves of im-
migration—a city where distance often
renders life difficult. 1 realized that
to be a Jew in this mass was to be
part of a minority—yet 1 had not had
this feeling growing up in Tunis.

] found that Judaism as a culture
had something to say about contem-
porary Jewish life. I came into con-
tact with various Jewish youth
movements and took on certain re-
sponsibilities. particularly in an or-
ganization called Jewish Writers of
France.

*] had the good fortune to en-
counter Abraham Epstein, a great
Talmudist who has since died. He was
instrumental in helping me in my
quest for an understanding of Juda-
ism, which 1 had hardly known at
all—for while 1 was totally immersed
in the matter of Jewish identity. I
wasn't familiar with the texts of the
Bible. or any of the other traditional
areas of Jewish learning. You see. in
Tunisia, as in Eastern Europe, women

rarely received a traditional Jewish

education. Thanks to Abraham Ep-
stein, my interest was sparked and 1
studied in areas where I'd previously
been weak.™

Gdalia’s work with the Fédération
maintains her high sense of involve-
ment in the community. She and her
assistant, Patricia Halimi, are con-
stantly involved in a heavy schedule
directlv related to the organization’s
wide-ranging activities.

Major aspects of the Fédération’s
work include representing virtually
all the Sephardim in France, facili-

“tating their integration and providing

assistance in such vital areas as hous-
ing and employment. and guidance
on administrative procedures. In some
cases. the Fédération also helps im-
migrants to acquire French nation-

ality. It aids Oriental and Sephardi
Jews in emigrating from their coun-
tries to Israel or France. (A crucial
issue has been the emigration of Fa-
lasha Jews from Ethiopia.) It super-
vises publication and distribution of
Le monde sépharade. a bimonthly
magazine. and is a centralized body
serving as a common denominator for
several smaller national Sephardi and
Oriental organizations. including the
Union of Jewish Egyptians. Associ-
ation of Jews from Oran. Jews of
Morocco Club. and the Association
of Jews from Tunisia.

The Fédération organizes summer
colloquiums and vacation confer-
ences abroad to stimulate relations
among world Sephardi communities.
Recent Sephardi vouth gatherings
have been conducted in Madrid.
Florence and Israel.

Janine Gdalia is also chief editor
of a collection of Judaica published
in Paris. and writes articles for such
diverse journals as the French leftist
daily Le Matin and Nouveaux Ca-
hiers, a quarterly review of the Jewish
humanities and social sciences. Fur-
ther, she frequently lectures on the
status and situation of Jewish women
and Sephardi Jews at conferences in
many Jewish community centers in
Paris.

She summarizes her impressions of
the French Jewish community’s initial
reaction to the Sephardi newcomers:
“They were stunned by this Sephardi
Judaism which was. and remains.
quite exuberant. The Sephardim’s
strong convictions led the older Jew-
ish communjty to rethink all its val-
ues. And whatever friction may have
existed between the two groups in the
early stages of this immigration. it did
not dsscourage Jewish service orga-
nizations from helping newly arrived
Jews to integrate. to find housing and
work. and to get their children into
schools.

“Certainly. the arrival of numer-
ous Sephardim changed the Jewish
landscape in this country and the
Ashkenazim took this into account—
simultaneously holding on to the
reins of power. This is evident in po-
litical forums. such as the World Jew-
ish Congress. where the equilibrium
is different from that presented in the
overall picture. On the board of di-
rectors of the CRIF (Representative
Council of Jews in France). for ex-
ample. there are only six Sephardim
among thirty members—an indica-




tion that something is wrong there.
In: Paris. when political community
representation is involved. the Ash-
kenazim are reluctant to have the
Sephardim included. It is different in
the French provinces. where Sephar-
dim are acquiring power more rap-
idly. But this is a question of social
hierarchy, and of the generation in

question. for clearly when one group

has sat in the directorial chair for a
long time it is not about to cede such
power easily.”

Speaking of personal connections,
Gdalia says: ““Relations among Jew-
ish vouth who frequent the same
university campuses and community
centers are excellent. Sephardim and
Ashkenazim sympathize with each
other and study together.”

Patricia Halimi. a Sephardi of Al-
gerian origin who was born in France.
savs she is inextricably bound to her
roots. "I feel Sephardi through the
religious customs we observe at home
and through our Judeo-Algerian cui-
sine. Also. there is our music. We
understand the words because we've
grown up listening to our parents

speaking Judeo-Arabic. I don't think -

vou can lose vour identity when you
live it every day. I went to a Jewish
school in Paris—and I think you'll
find there are now a lot more Se-
phardi children in such private Jewish
schools because they feel there's
nothing to be gained in a public
school among non-Jews. Another
Jew can bring vou something of value
in terms of vour identity.”

Europe’s largest and most lively
Jewish community center is the Centre
Rachi-CUEJ (University Center for
Jewish Studies). which. ironically,
was inaugurated on Yom Kippur,
1973. Open everv day. the center
largely represents the Sephardi com-
munity. for 80 percent of the 30.000
participants in its program are of
North African origin. Here one may
take language courses in Yiddish. Ju-
deo-Spanish and Judeo-Arabic, eat
in an inexpensive kosher cafeteria.
watch well-known entertainers (such
as the Israeli singer. Shlomo Bar) in
an auditorium seating 600. study in
a library containing more than 16.000
works of Judaica. or visit art exhibits.
Other activities include classes in
voga. karate and dance. round-table
discussions. debates on important
Jewish issues. film screenings and
dinner soirees.

Rafi Marciano. the assistant direc-
tor. who came from Morocco when
he was eight vears old. stresses that
meetings between Sephardim and
Ashkenazim are encouraged there.
He speaks of the center proudly as
the only Jewish institution of its kind
in the diaspora.

~There is no such term for us now
as ‘intermarriage’ between a Se-
phardi and an Ashkenazi Jew." offers
Marciano. “We've gone bevond that
notion in France. In Israel it has been
a question of identity for the Sephar-
dim. while here the integration was
relatively swift. Only the first gener-
ation. my parents’ generation. had to
deal with the kinds of daily problems
that Sephardim still encounter in Is-
rael. My generation never poses the
question of ‘Sephardi and Ashkenazi.
are we different?”

Above all. the center is distin-
guished by its vitality as a source of
higher learning for all age groups.
Courses on all aspects of Jewish
thought are given by university pro-
fessors. No prerequisites are required
to enroll in a course or seminar. and
classes are taught at night as well as
during the dav. Whatever one’s par-
ticular knowledge of a subject "hap-
pens to be. Marciano declares. " You
can caich the train for Jewish thought
at any point along the way.”

Bevond the center’s importance as
the hub of the Paris Jewish commu-
nity. it has served as a meeting place
for Jewish leaders and officials of the
French government. Both Presidents
Valery Giscard d'Estaing and Frangois
Mitterand have participated in heated
debates here. notably after the ter-
rorist attacks in the rue Co-
pernic and the rue des Rosiers.

It is generally agreed that. in spite
of its occasional xenophobic out-
bursts. French society allows for sub-
stantial social mobility. This. coupled
with the fact that Sephardi Jews faced
few tangible language or cultural bar-
riers when they emigrated to France.
has made it possible for members of
the Sephardic community to fit with
comparative ease into both Jewish
and-gentile French society.

*Responsible community leaders.
whether Ashkenazi or Sephardi.”
says sociologist Claude Tapia. in
Nouveaux Cahiers, “are of one mind
about the unequaled sheer rapidity
with which the heterogeneous North
African Jewish population has adapted

itself intellectually and socio-eco-
nomically in France.” Among nu-
merous French notables of Sephardi
origin are philosopher Bernard-Henri
Levy. born in Algeria: Serge Moati.
director of FR3, the French national
television station. also originally Al-
gerian: Raoul Toubiana. a pioneering
cancer surgeon. born in Tunisia and
sociologist and novelist  Albert
Memmi. whose book The Pillar of
Sal—which describes the life of a
Tunisian Jew growing up in a mixed
working-class  neighborhood - in
Tunis—is now a classic.

In addition. Sephardim are prom-
inent in the French press. in film. the
theater and the music world—manv
of them between the ages of 25 and
45. Sephardi writers are creating an
entire new literature. many of their
books making French best-seller lists.
There is a growing number of Se-
phardi financiers in the petroleum.
sugar and textile industries.

On the other side of this “elite”
community, to be sure. one finds a
less affluent population. but basically
the full-view mirror reflects a domi-
nant middle-class. Sephardi Jews live
almost evervwhere in Paris. for the
fluctuating housing neéds of immi-
grants and the uncertain housing sit-
uation have caused the community to
spread out over the city's twenty ar-
rondissements and into the suburbs.
Examples are the Belleville district.
where working-class Tunisian Jews
and Arabs live side by side as they
did in Tunis: the ninth arrondisse-
ment in the vicinity of the Faubourg
Montmartre and the Faubourg Pois-
soniére. where Algerian Jews have
opened a dozen kosher restaurants.
and the Marais. the oldest Jewish
quarter in Paris. formerly an exclu-
sively Ashkenazi area. where many
Sephardim live. Interestingly. Joe
Goldenburg’s restaurant (site of the
August 1982 terrorist attack) pre-
sents a menu which includes such
contrasting dishes as Polish gefilte
fish and Tunisian couscous.

The Sephardi community of Paris
is active, vocal and meticulously well-
organized. It enjoys a healthy re-
lationship not only with its Ashken-
azi counterpart. but within the non-
Jewish French framework. What few
obstacles remain in terms of poli-
tical representation in the unified
Jewish community will. it is widelv be-
lieved. certainly be surmounted be-
fore long. {1
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i In Paris and outside of Israel, lute-

. player, dramatist and popular enter-

.-tainer.Simon Elbaz is one of Sephar-.
" dim 'sleading cultural figures. Judeo- -
- Arabic i§ his mother. tongue, for he "

was born in Morocco on the eve of
; that country’s independence. In 1955.

_his family emigrated to. Beersheba..
. He went on to Paris 1o complete his
. studies in psychology and orthope- -
- dics, disciplines which complement

his work in the theater.
Now a certified psvchotherapist. a
“lute player and a singer in Arabic.
Hebrew and French, Elbaz writes the
- lyrics for his lute performances in all
- three languages. He also creates tra-
- ditional Moroccan drama from folk-
: lore,u using dance.’ mime and
“storytelling. His music ‘and his per-
;;fonnances attempt 10 show how the
{Sephard: cultural. heritage has sur-
¢ vived “transplantation”. to Israel and
'orhe.r ‘countries. RARLE
& ”"’Whm. 4s at the To0t-of his work? "
E- ~iJ<stém ‘from.a’Cufture that has
deeply influenced me in the arts,” he

gmm.thxs <culture, 105avoid repeating
1he5ame folklorernd!essly Repen—

lains.-*'1 am’interested -in renew- .
mire\ntalmngwhatl have taken’

"%'&.ﬁ |ﬁ"“2 R s Y i

———— e ——

guage: is not dead. As Sephardim, we
-are’in a crucible of many languages.
‘Therefore 1 am not restricted to ex-
-pressing ‘myself in only. one—be it
Hebrew, French.or. Arabic. Having
these languages is an aspect of being
Sephardi. For a long time in Israel.
you know, North African and Ori-
ental J ewry were ashamed to express
themselves.in Arabic.- ...
~‘The. Sephardi cultural ‘heritage
can grow -even outside its place of
origin—in Paris, for example. The
question is, how can we prompt peo-
ple to know and recognize it? I feel
that this is the work of the actor and
the musician. He has to find 2 com-
municable rhythm. using instruments

and movements that are .not limited

to the ‘folkloric.” - =%
*1 am for a plurahty of cultures.”
he continues, “for I myself am a

"~ member of a Jewish community in
Panis which is something of a sym- -

- phony.-Of course, it’s composed of
various -:melodies - 0 :that:the sym-
phonyis only harmonic and beautiful

~ 10.the ear when these différent cul-""-

“tural: elements are interwoven. To a partsnf the world. " w SRl
- centain: degree, . this-is. begmmng o b e Jordan Elgrably
h#—_M - a

‘It’s xmponant for present gener-. s
ations to know that a particular lan-’

= *Since Moroccan mdependcncc and
the Algerian War, the ‘majority of

" artists: and entemuners in our com-

munity and youth centers throughout
France are Sephardt—whlch 1 hope

- will help to continue to enrich the

community. Unfortunately, it is be--
coming harder to instill in some of
the younger Sephardim who were
born in France a sense of their cul-
tural past and their ties to the lan-
guage and the folklore of their parents.
My theater and music efforts are
often directed toward them.”

With his lute (which he likes to
think of as the “"king of instruments™)
and derbouka, the Moroccan skin
drum. Simon Elbaz traverses realms
of fantasy, historv and memory in his
latest one-man performance, where
strange characters from his native
Moroccan village—such as the wan-
dering blind man and the raconteur
in the town square—project a strong
sense of Sephardi identity and-des-
tiny. Out of his unique presentation
he hopes 1o develop a program of

. music and entertainment -that will
-bring his message to !srael‘and other

A Man Running Down the Lane

Uncharted
of what went wrong.
Its logic

1o learn
the reason why

but rather
10 justify the sigh
what if?

Vain consolation.
But what if
or more

of a forged identity
without knowing ir?

is the sterile investigation

is not_compelled by the urge

one day you discover
you've spent a lifetime

And appearances
are so plausible

that even you are tempted
10 believe in them?

Afier all,

a man running down the lane
might just as well be

a pursuer
as a fugitive

or both.

Who can tell?

Unprincipled human weakness.

So
I'm setting out

10 look for myself.

Where do [ start?

under cover of the false pretences

—Charles Kormos

Charles Kormos, a poet living in Ramat Aviv, Israel, is preparing a volume of new poems.
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France and Africa: Strain but Not Estfangement

But it now appears those predictions
have failed to materialize. On the con-
trary, there have been increasing signs
of strain in political, economic and cul-
tural aspects of

saflors and merchants first
appeared on West Africa’s ahores inthe
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Ata street market in Ouagadougou, Upper
Volta, women sell produce in the shade of a
kaya tree. The tall shade trees in the capital
are a legacy of colonial rule by France, which
_ ig still a power in West Africa.
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United States and Britain this summer.
And when the President of West Gér-
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Demonstrators in Nantes, France, marching last October In support of private schools.
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Old Feud Over Schools Splits France

By FRANK J. PRIAL

Spacial o The bew York Times
PARIS, Dec. 20 — From Lille In the
north to Marseilles in the south, thou-

ng
7's. A commentator here sald, “Il'a
just another battle in France's oldest
war."

The u&u;nm. which back wﬁ

would be **free, nonclerical,
and obligatory.” It Is a goal that has
yet to be realized. The Roman Cathollc
Church and comservative groups have
pever permitted the private school sys-

Undted Press lm '

lem to disappear.

Just after the May 1631 elections,
when the Soclalists captured not only
the pauldmciy but also the National
Assembly, it fooked as if the old
was y within reach. But the
ernment of Frangols Mitierrand put

o

Freedom From Control
The defenders of the dual system,
d m;amﬁub;:‘mm. hs;ln
0] [0 ) 1] o I
mu&%»
and control.
8 bitter response

, BeCretary
of the National Committee for
y Action, For the private schools, he
, "“free means that they
Immigrants, fres to refuss athe-
free to disposs of

rincipally
adopted

tothem It reans

.8

t it did provide

off on (ls promise to nationalize the
te education sector as forcefull
ml'mﬂuﬂy as It did the major

¥

are free to

tion, while noting that the text of
the plan is *
acknowledged
grounds for discussian.
Mllioos in Private Schools
As of last fali, about onoaixth of
Franoe's student population, or just
‘over two rhillion students, were in pri-
vats schools, from the preschool level
the French equivalent of high
y no tuition,
L 63 percent

"

uniform,’ o~
tended program of in which
as conflict-

be left until 1880

Bruno Frappat, writing in Le Monds,
went so far as o the plan *'fre-
nounces the ol

public school teachers. The contract of
association applies 1o schools that ful-
fill “a recognized educational need,”
such as being the only school In & spe-
cificarea.

The operatlonal costs of private
schools are borne by the schools them-
pelves under the simple contract, al-

the local ents often
contribute. Under the contract by as-
soclation, the local governments pay
operating costs for elementary schools
and the natlonal Government pays for
8 y and vocatlonal schools. The
more exclusive private schools, which
dro pot part of the system, pay thelr
own way.

The system theoretically gives the
Gaverhment wide in seitng
standards for tlea and the ma-
terial they teach. In practice, oppo-
nents of the private schools say, public
funds are turned over to the private in-
stitutions, mainly the Cathollc church,

| with virtually no strings attachsd.

The Savary project would give the

Vary | Govenment more say in m
the directars of all schools, public

rivate, a system the private schools
unacceptable, Théy have some-
similar to that in the Nether-
1 ' a Jewish here sald.
" uen are Jewish
schools where the headmaster I8 not
even Jewish."”
The Savary project would provide for

simple such as nnrmlal;? the
schoal cal of public and private
schools and for fundamental changes in

the truining and contln education
of privats-schoo] teachers. [t would re-
re that ments and new meth-

ods belng t in public schools be
tried out in private institutions as well,
All of which embliters the militant

Ialcista, as the ts of private
schools are called. For them, the solu-
tion to France's educational problems
is the end of all public support for pri-
vate schools.
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| THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN FRANCE: UPDATE i‘-@&lakﬂl' o
FE— __"_j ‘ by David Geller |
Director, European Affairs, International Relations Department

According to the American Jewish Year Book 11983, the Jewish community in France

numbers some ébD,UOU, the overwhelming majority of whom are Sephardim. The
Ashkenazim inclﬁde a very small number of Jews who can trace their ancestry back
many hundreds of years. Many of the Sephardi Jews came as refugees from
Mqrqcco, Tunisia, Algeria and other North African countries with strong French
influence. (It is importént to remember; despite our disappointment with French
policy in a number of areas, that France, as part of its traditional liberal
immigration policy, opened its doors to hundreds of thousands of Jews.) Because
of their.knowledge of French language and culture, their integrationJand
assimilation into French society was very easy. The Sephardi Jews brought new
enthusiasm and activity to the Jewish community in France and their influence
can be felt in many facets of French life. This is particularly evident in the
politicai sphere and is exemplified in the aggressive way many Jews publicly
_———— express their disapproval of thé policy of Giscard D'Estaing. Many authorities

feel that this political activity helped in the election of Mitterrand.

In terms of its structure French Jewry is organized the way it has been since
the 19th century. There is a central rabbinate -- the Consistoire -- whiéh
supervises some 200 syﬁagogues, many day schools, afternoon Hebrew schools,
kosher butcher shops and other Jewish institutions. There‘'is also the Fond

Social Juif Unifie (FSJU), somewhat similar to the Jewish Federation and Welfare



Funds in fhe U.S. There is also CRIF --The Consistoire Central Israelite de
France -- the representative body of French Jewry similar to the Presidents’
Conference. A new important organization is the Renouveau Juif (Jewish Renewal)
which was founded by Henri Haidenberg, a young French lawyer. This group, with
many Sephardi members, is very "activist" in style and in a sense acts as a goad
to the more established groups. Other significant organizations include the
Comite d'Initiative pour Israel (CIl1) which, like Renouveau, is a strong and
active supporter of Israel. There is another organization called Identite et
Dialogue which includes many wealthy Moroccan Jews who in,association'with

left-wing Jewish intellectuals adopt an)anti-Zionist position.

In terms of religion there ha#e been some significant recent developments.
Orthodoxy is growing, especially among the young, and it is in many ways similar
to the so-called modern Orthodoxy in the United States. On the other hand, the
Reform Movement is also growing and is split between a group which in philosophy

is closer to the American Conservative Movement while another faction is modeled

after the American Reform Movement.< Norwithstanding the above, only a small
Cp’ej‘iaitage of French youth -- c.8% -- receive a Jewish education, and the inter- )

s

rriage rate is approaching 70%:: , P

RS

FRANCE - ISRAEL

The relationship between France and Israel has been a quite rocky one. Until
the Six~-Day War, the relationship was very warm and there were a great hany
cooperative, cultural and scientific projects. After thes-z—__gg; &Lr and the
deqis'ion by de Gaulle to tilt toward the Arabs, the relationship deteriorated
dréstically. Not only was there an almost unending éeries of government

statements critical of Israel and the refusal to sell arms to Israel while at




the same time selling them to Arab countries, there was in addition the incident
of thé release of Abu Doud, a PLO terrorist who had beén.captured by French
police. The government's decision to release Abu Doud in the face of strong
bléas to the contrary from various parts of the world and the suspicion that the
French Government had negotiated a deal with tﬁe PLO which would allow them to
traverse France in complete freedom provided that they did not perpetrate any
terrorist incident in France brought the relationship to a new low. Arfigl
&Wndﬁsp@mring the tenure of Giscard D'Estaing, it seemed that
it would be a very long time before the relationships would change in a positive
way. The election of Mitterrand, a long time close friend of Israel, changed
the perception, notwithstanding the ract'that Ehe policy of France did not
change very much. It is important to remember that French governments in the
past as well as the present have very close ties to countries in the Middle
East. That fact and the economic problems which France has Féced, in great
measure due to its need for oil and petrodollar investment, have reinforced the
position of those in the governmnent who push for greaterlconcessions from
Israel and closer relationships with the Arabs. As for_A}aFat and the PLO, the
French Government's official position is that they recognize the PLO aé a repre-
sentative of the Palestinian people and they recognize Arafat as head of the
PLO. In the recent battle between the various factions of the PLO France
supported Arafat and in fact French ships were used to save Arafat and the

~

terrorists who were with him.

Another concern is the recent agreement by France to sell$3 billion dollars
worth of arms to Saudi Arabia, including the latest French ground-to-air missile

which is reputed to be the world's most efficient. The Saudis have become an



important French client over the last few years and have purchased ground-to-air
missiles, French AMX-30 tanks, 4 frigates, and 24 combat helicopters equipped
with air-to-ground missiles. Not only the Saudis but other Moslem countries in

——_ the Middle Easé{vave been the beneficiaries of France's arms exports. In 1983

S

62% of French arms exports were going to the Middle East (exclusive of Israel,
of course). This year, given the recent weapons deal with the Saudis, the

percentage may go back to the B3% which was the figure for 1982.

On the positive side of the Israél-French relationship, it should be noted that
President Mitterrand has promised to assist Israel in maintaining its agri-
cultural exports to the EEC after Spain and Portugal become members. Given the
fact that 40% of Israel's exports go to the EEC, the assistance of Mitterrand
(and, by the way, hopefully of German Chancellor Kohl) is of <=

i
vital importance.

Anti-Semitism

The reverberations which followed the shocking bombing last August of the
--restaurant on the Rue des Rosiers have died down considerably but the concern of
the Jewish community, remains. The anti-Semitic campaign often disguised as
anti—iionism continues in a variety of forms. Graffiti, vandalism,-threats and

an occasional bombing indicate that the problem is still a very real and

-bh-sea-t—esti-hg-one.
;44¢¢~313AW&
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should be noted that during thés current term, France serves as the
Hesident of the EEC.




The government has reacted in a variety of ways but some point out that

(0
being the work of extreme Rightists, the government.anneuneed apcampaign against

following the synagogue bombing on the Rue Copernlc [hlch was suspected of

terrorism, while after the bombing of the restaurant, which was assumed to have
been perpetrated by Arabs,.there was much less of a reactianﬂ”%ﬁe incident was

projected as part of the Middle East conflict.

All knowledgeable observers agree that the greatest threat to the Jewish
community now comes from leftist and/or Arab groups rather than the extreme
Right. Neveffheless, anti-Semitism from the Right remains of concern.
Recently, elements of this group have been involved in a campaign to deny the
Holocaust completely or minimize the number of Jewish victims. An additional
source of concern is the growing strength of the Right as manifested recently in
Brittany where the right-wing National Front Party gained 12% of the votes in a

legislative election.

President Mitterrand has on a number of occasions expressed concern over the
anti-Semitic acts that have occurred. In fact, in a recent letter to the
Jewish community he said that "It was high time to show how much French
civilization owes to the Jewish people." He said it was deplorable that French

history books made no mention of the history of the Jews in France.



France has always considered its relationship with the USSR as a major element
of its foreign policy. On the one hand, President Mitterrand has been tough on
-?the Russians. . For example, he has supported the.recent NATO decision to Aeploy
migsileé in Weétern Euéope and recenﬁly expeiled 47 Soviet nationals who, the
government claimed, were spying. On the other hand, France has increased its
purchase of Soviet natural gas and at the same time rscéived from £he Soviets a
commitment to purchase a technologically advanced telephone system (despite U.S.
protests). France has also indicated thgt other advanced equipment and

technology may be sold to the USSAFn the futupe.iﬁg

The American Jewish Committee has had an office in Paris since 1949.
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MEMORANDUM

Toz: Marc Tanenbaum
From: Nives Fox
Subj: France - Arab/Israel Conflict; General Relations with Israel

A followup to the memo of November 3, 1983 (copy enclosed) for
general information and possible use of the AJC delegation to France.

The sense of unease about France's position and possible initiatives
for a solution of the Israel-Arab conflict continues. As you know,
French governments, past and present, believe they can, and want to,
play a major role in the area. Invoked as mediation bonifides are
France's ties and lasting friendships in Middle East lands and its
even-handed attitude toward both Arabs and Israel.

For the last, by and large, President Frangois Mitterrand has abided
to this stance, though his declarations since he came to power em-
phasize the PLO/Arafat representativity and participation in nego-
tiations more and more firmly. Less attention can be given to pro-
nouncements by other members of his government, for it is the pre-
sident alone who has the final say on foreign policy decisions.

But it must be remembered that Mitterrand's so-called balanced atti-
tude toward Israel-Arab affairs also must fit the complexities of
political relations with Arab countries, and especially the frame-
work of dire economic conditions in France, so that historical role
or not, Israel may have very good reasons for worry.

What can be expected in the forthcoming weeks, and until March 19,
when the European Community holds its summit under France's presi-
dency? It is a tradition, by now, that whatever problems the
European Community may be facing, and there are many, the summit of
each presidency includes a statement -- very often it is the only
declamtion the ten can be unanimous about -- on the Middle East.

So that -in spite of other very serious problhés (just now the agri-
cultural accords are the most acute) to be discussed at the summit,
one can depend on a Middle East 'initiative' again. Not only is
this being urged upon France by the Arabs; one can probably count
on the support by the ten, even more so than before, given the new
independence displayed by Germany vis-a-vis both the US and Israel
(vedy Chancellor Kohl's frequent references to the Venise declara-

tion during his recent visit to Israel).
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What the initiative will consist of is not yet clear. But both
Israelis here and the French community leaders are very much on

the alert, and expect developments as one gets closer to the March
19 date. These may be: a combination of the Franco-Egyptian pro-
posal to amend UN resolution 242 (changing the refugee status attri-
buted to the Palestinians) support for Palestinian auto-determina-
tion, perhaps extending this support for Arafat as their sole legl-
timate representative; a mixture of the U.S. and Fez plans; a call
for a UN Middle East peace Conference.

What are the more positive signs causing unease? A lot of visiting
and exchanges:

== January 26, Mr. Gutmann, Secretary General of External Relations
Ministry, is sent on a mission to the Middle East --Israel, Jordan,
Syria;

-- France's full approbation of Arafat's 'historical' meeting with
President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt;

-- The subsequent visit of Butros Ghali, Egyptian Foreign Affairs
Minister to Paris, January 9, to urge a French initiative with the
European community;

-- The return of Egypt into the Arab fold at the Islamic Conference
recently held in Morocco, and the formation of a block of so-called
moderates (Jordan, Egypt, Arafat/PLO (and now one also speaks of a-
reconciliation among all PLO factions) to which Saudi Arabia and
Iraq also may rally;

-- France's attempt to go much further than her partners in Athens,
last December, when it wished the declaration of the ten to have
specific mention of the PLO and Arafat as necessary members of any
eventual Middle East negotiation;

-- The meeting in Paris this last week-end (February 4) between
President Mitterrand and King Fahd of Saudi Arabia. Though the oc-
casion included discussion of other important topics =- the Lebanese
situation, the French-Saudi arms sale, Tchad,”a large tour d'horizon
was made on the Arab-Israel conflict. The Saudi King indeed asked
France to launch, and get the acceptance of the Ten, a plan toward
settling of the conflict which would take into account the principles
outlined both in the Arab and US peace projects. Any formula arrived
at must at least include the right to auto-determination, mutual
recognition, perhaps another try of the Franco-Egyptian proposal.
Spokesmen after the meeting of the two heads of state declared thee
had been "a large identity of views" between them.

To sum up, there is nothing ready now, or if there is it is very
secret and with no leaks to date. But a plan will be ready for
the March 19 summit. Meanwhile, everyone is on the 'qui vive'.
The Israelis here are asking us to be very watchful too, and to be
informed rapidly of any news surfacing on the other side of the
ocean. More particularly, they ask that if unfavorable details
-of a Franco-European initiative become known in the US, what is

- hoped to be the unchanged US position be quickly transmitted to
the French government through the highest levels of communication.
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Deterrence

and. . .

Determiviation

PRESIDENT MITTERRAND ON THE ISSUE OF DEFENSE

NOVEMBER 16, 1983 %

Question: The current Soviet-American negotiations

in Geneva are-in stalemate.. The Soviet missiles are

already deployed. The American missiles are beginning

to be depleyed. What risks doees this crisis entail?
~Is there a danger of matters getting eut-of'contral?

The President: Constltutlenally and by the votes of -
the French, I am the guarantor of:natienal independence-and:
territorial integrity, and I f111 the rele of head of the armed
forcess

I would add that. since our strategy rests-on
deterrence, on possession of an atomic force capable of
deterring anyene from thinking of attacking us, a whole
range ef .questions arises--you have just .asked some--on what
this force consists of. And there's a risk of getting
entangled in endless technical or mechanical explanatiens. -

Right'away, let me-make semething very clear: the
key compenent of the deterrent strategy in France is the head
of state,. that is, myself; everything depends on what he-
determines, The rest is made up:ef inert materials, at any
rate up to the point of decision, which has to be,. precisely, .
te make sure that they are not.used.

: I now come to your question: the missiles. - What’
are missiles? It 'is a rather obscure notion. I expect many
of the French have watched satellite launches, -they have
Seen ‘a tremendous surge of power at-the base--the firing--and
a rocket taking eff-into space;

Well, a m15511e is a similar sort of thlng It:
is a self-firing instrument of war. A missile "takes off.
It has one or more warheads, which means that.it-has: several-
devices for causing several -explosions. These are known as
nuclear charges. And they go to the designated. target. -

*Excerpts of the televised interview glven by Presidéent
Fran001s Mitterrand on Antenne 2.
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Euromissiles
Crisis

A Balance
of Forces

There -are-various kinds of missiles or nuclear
weapons. - :

There are what are known as tactical weapons, but
let's not spend too much time on. these. Although deadly,
they don't go so far, they are a. little old-fashioned though
still used in the plans of chiefs-of-staff.

There are the so-called intermediate-range missiles.
In the context of the current debate, they are simply
missiles that don't cross the Atlantic.

The third category are the intercontinental missiles,
known as .strategic.

For specialists my description is rather over-
summarized, but it's easier to understand. We shall take the
intermediate missiles first. The SS-20's are in this category.-
The ‘American Pershing II and Cruise missiles intended for
deployment.'in Europe are--or will be--in it too....

I think French public opinion has very good reasons
to be concerned [about the threat of war]. Very good reasons,
because, after all, the Euromissiles crisis is the most
serious the world has experienced since the Cuban and Berlin
crises which, as you know, were critical moments, often
dramatic -ones, of the post-war period. But this is no
reason. for losing our composure, and French public opinion
must keep.cool. Things are not that bad.  The previous crises
were brought  under contrel. This one must be brought under
control in  its turn. - But for this a number of conditions
must -‘be fulfilled.

Basically, nobody wants war in.either the . East.or
the west. - But the question confronting us is whether the
situation, which is growing more serious day by day, won't
get out of hand so that those with the real responsibility
for making. the decisions will lose control. -

_ I won't list these-Conditions._ I shall only say
that; in my view;, the first condition is a fundamental one:
a balance of the opposing forces .to prevent an outbreak:
of . war.-

Question: Your basic position on. this issue
calls for a balanced reduction of capabilities.
And the first question the specialists have in
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mind is this: Are capabilities balanced today

~ or not? Your view; as far as.the intermediate’
missiles are concerned, is that at this time .
they are not. Opinioens differ on this p01nt.
Could you:explain your pesition?

The ‘President: Those are-the missiles under:
dlscuSSlOn. They are the main. subject of the negotiations
in Geneva. It is about these missiles that sometimes the
United States and sometimes the Soviet Union:make so-called
conciliatery or compromise proposals--they never have the-
desired effect. Or, how shall I put it, make Homeric appeals
to each other: ! TIry it and. see-- a dangerous game. .

What I am asking for is a balance of forces.
A strategic balance:of missiles that can cross the-
Atlantic, from Russia to America and vice-versa, has
been more or less achieved, for the simple reason.that
both countries are capable of destroying the other.:

So why did the Sov1et Unlon dec1de, from 1977
onwards, -to install in addition the missiles known as
SS=20's?" i

_ Let me give you a brief descriptioen so that:
people understand.

; The SS—Z@FS-are'missileS'that'go far--4,;500
kilometers—--and have some degree of accuracy--300 meters.

How many' are there? 360. There are some in.
Asia and 243 in Europe. Where :would they go, since they
can't cross the Atlantic? Toward Western Europe.. They are
in addition te the. strategic balance which, I repeat, has
already been. established.

So why is the Soviet Unioen trying to achieve
Soviet superiority when it-already-has it. in coenventional arms
Superiority in. Eurepe?. Does. it want to ensure ungquestionable.
regional . superiority? - Why does it -want to separate the:
defense reflex of the United States from that of.
Western Eurepe? These are questions to be put:to the
Soviets.



The NATO
Decisicn

But I say this is too much. As a member of the

'Opp031tlon I mounted the rostrum of the National Assembly

in 1980 to say: Neither SS-20's nor Pershing II's.

I would add that the 360 SS-20's, 243 aimed at
Europe, each have three warheads. So we have to multiply by
three to know the fire power, that is the number of
nuclear charges.

So naturally in 1979 the other camp, the United
States and the integrated command of NATO--France is not in
this so the decision was taken without us, and in fact there
was no reason to consult us--decided in turn to deploy a
number of missiles four years later. That's the situation

" today.

Quéstion: Pershing II's, cruise missiles?

. The President: Let's talk about those that are more
comparable to the SS-20's. The cruise missile is very
destructive but slower.

Question: It is a small pilotless plahe.

The President: The SS=20 takes 15 minutes to reach
its target, 2,000, 3,000, 4,000 kilometers away.

Question: The Pershing II takes less than ten minutes.

The . Pre51dent- I have not yet mentioned it, whereas
the cruise missile takes several hours, It is a full-sized
plane, as you said, which is not easy to hit because it flies
low, and not easy to spot by detection apparatus, but it is
something quite different. So to limit the conversation,
let's talk about ‘Pershing II's and SS-20's.

In 1979, therefore, NATO decided to deploy
Pershing II's. What was said was: We shall try to negotiate,
but we'll decide right now to deploy them. If the negotiations
succeed, we . won't deploy them. Hence.the Geneva conference
on.  Euromissiles, the so-called intermediate nuclear forces.
Since then, the negotiations have not achieved a breakthrough.

What can the Pershing II do?



Refusal to
Include French
Missiles in
the Count

It doesn't have as long a range as the -
S5-20: 1,800 kilometers. Pershing II's deployed in
Germany- could not reach Moscow; they could not
reach more than a tenth.of the Soviet delivery
vehicles.

Furthermore, they have only one warhead.
when it's said there will be 108 Pershings--that's the
number stated in the decision I mentioned just now,

108 and 464 cruise missiles--it means 108; when people.
talk of 360 SS-20's, it means-three times more., Work
it out: for 243, it should make 729.

The Pershing II is faster, as you said: less.
than ten minutes to reach its target, but the target
is not so distant; the charge is not so powerful; on
the other hand, it is more accurate and faster. The SS-20 scores
on the other points.

: You asked me why the Russians had embarked on
this missile construction and deployment. And I answered
you. -

Question: They are seeking to gain the
advantage in some respect?-

The President: I think they are seeking to gain
the advantage in Europe, perhaps to separate Europe  from
the United States. It was at the request of the Germans
that the decision by NATO'"S integrated structure......

Question: At Chancellor Schmidt's request?

The President: At Chancellor Schmidt's request
that the "dual track decision" was taken, namely to
acquire the weaponry - and negotiate simultaneously.  As
a result of this decision which takes effect from 1983 on
in: Britain in the case of the cruise missiles, in Germany
for the Pershing II's, and a little later. for other
cruise missiles, the two greatest powers are in a state of.
confrontation.

Question: This brings me to the other major
guestion, namely: the refusal to have the French
nuclear force taken.into account. in the
negotiations, and the British force too. But-
let's talk first about the French nuclear force.



The President: We are not at Geneva, we have not-
been invited and we haven't asked to be:

Consider the position of these two countries, .
Russia and the United States, just like that, face te face, -
taking inte account the weapons of a country such as ours
in our absence; exercising a power of-decision over. our
armaments.. And what are these armaments? This is
a fundamental peint in our talk and I should like us-
te dwell on it for a moment.

France;has-ne intermediate force.: At the
most...there are:18 missiles,; those on the
Plateau d'Albioen which, launched from French soil, could
reach Seviet seoil. We are not the Soviet Union's.
adversaries, we have not the slightest intention of firing
anything at-the Seviet Union. But still, it's a
convenient figure of speech--and this in any case is
how the Soviets are reasoning--those 18 missiles can
indeed go from the one' territory to the other. But: the:
other forces are the nuclear. submarines.

Questlon 0Of which we: have five at thlS tlme.'

The»President:-We have five at this time and 80
charges, which, with the 18, makes 98 altogether. The
British ‘have 64, but on submarines. I -mean by this that
they:can-be.carried anywhere underwater. The British-
submarines are -in fact going to be -developed to give -
the -British a 7,000 kilometer-range.of fire. These are
strategic forces which exactly fit the definition the-
Russians and Americans have decided between: themselves. -
The consequence of taking into account.:s ...

Question: For ‘purpoeses of comparisen, -
Mr. President, how many weapons do the two
superpowers have?

The- Pre51dent. I was. comlng to that. new. The
consequences: of this Sov1et reguest, which I. have IEJeCtEdf
is that, if our submarine missiles, which currently have a
range of 3,500 to 4,000 kilometers, were taken into account:
in. the ‘discussion on  intermediate forces--which they are
not--we would. have the strange- spectacle I have already
noted: Two foreign countries exercising.a power. of ;
decision over our own armaments, these submarine. armaments;.
while not-discussing their own submarines 'in the
negotiations. The -Seviet and American submarines -are -
not being included in the discussion because they are -
strategic. like ours.




France's
Niicleay Force

: The ‘-result would be that our 98 nuclear charges
would. immediately be absorbed by this particular negotiation.
Suppoesing they were "frozen," as people say, what would the.
United States be left with? About 9,000 nuclear charges.
And the. Seviet Union? About 9,000 nuclear charges - So' the
comparison between 9,000 .on one side and 98 on the other
implies the foellowing answer: Before thinking of asking.
France.to give up its defense:autonomy, quite simply its
defense--these weapons are the core.of our defense, the
country's security--the two great partners- sheuld really
think of considerably reducing their weapens.

Question: Regardxng.the-Frenchvstrlke-force, is-

this strategic nuclear force you: have -just described--
our five submarines,; the Plateau d'Albion and our
aircraft--reserved exclusively for the defense.

of.our natienal territory, or might it be used,

for instance, for purposes of solidarity with
neighboering. European countries?

The Pre31dent ‘'The definition- applled for nearly
25 years is simple. This force is intended for the defense of
our territory; . the country's survival and ‘eur national
independence and; -in. addition, the defense.of France's
vital interests. This means that it is up to the President
of. the Republic to determine whether a given threat outside -
our  territory: dlrectly threatens that terrltery

You could say. that this termlnelogy, the last
part of it, lacks specificity. It is.the one.adopted from
the outset and from which we do not deviate ‘because. the
President. of the Republic has to have a certain mobility, -

a certain leeway, a certain freedom of decision.

Question: Which means certainty as far as. the
R ! 2 ; :
natienal territory is concerned and a question
mark in the case of a war. outside our frontiers?

The Pre51dent It can only. be defensive, indeed.it:
can. only be ‘of deterrent value. People must know that our force-
is capable of destroying :a territoery as large as ours. We do
not intend to use. it.to attack anyene--that would be madness on
our. part. But we mean to preserve France,-and I am sure that
the others understand this, -because they to6o are patriots.

But we did not quite finish whatxwe-were~saying before.
Viewers must:understand that when I say I want a balance, I want:
one at the lowest possible level. - I have told you that the



An EBventual
Role for
France

Soviet decision was taken. in 1977 and the NATO and American
one was taken in 1979. Now in 1979 Mr. Brezhnev said: "Let's

talk, for

a balance has now been established." So why add

to it here and there? At the time there were 63 SS-20's

in Europe.

Why were more added?
Question: Therefore far fewer than now.

The President: So that, today, one can say that

the only power to possess intermediate nuclear forces--which
don't cross the Atlantic and do not target. the United States--
is the Soviet Union. The others don't have any. I simply
reject the idea that one country should have a monopoly

of a destructive weapon.

is not at

intend to

~I'm going

for. But

Questlon: What can now be done toward resuming
negotiations and trying to achieve some stabilization,
a balance, and then perhaps a reduction? What kind
of initiative can be contemplated and what role can
France play?

The President: May I remind you that France
Geneva.

Question: Not at this.time.

The President: No. No, we're not there, and we don't
go there.

Question: There is a theory-—-and you will tell us
whether it is conceivable or not--that if the current
negotiation between the Americans and Soviets failed,
there might in a later phase, for example, be a
merger of several negotiations? '

The President: That's another matter. Of course
to answer the question since that is what I am here
I would like to point out that France, although not

a party to the debate, takes an interest in it. It is in
Europe, and France has allies who are affected.... It is not
for France to make proposals. We are saying: Negotiate at
the lowest possible level. ,

'Nowadays, their discussions- always seem to entail

adding something. No. A reduction is. what is needed.

Up. to-what point should capabilities be reduced? I said this
before the German Parliament and I have repeated it-in other
circumstances: Negotiate at the lowest possible arms. level



France Ready
to Participate
" in Genuine

Disarmament

consistent with your security, but while preserving your
balance, because if there is no longer a balance between the
two sides, then war will be at our gates.

That's my reasoning as an outsider, since we're not
at Geneva and don't intend to go there. Preserve the balance
in all circumstances. It's important to recognize that in.
the past few months the play between the two greatest powers
has consisted in reducing their demands.

There are. some very recent proposals to that effect.
Even Mr. Andropov's latest proposals point the way to a
calculation in which part of the British and French capabilities
would not be taken into account. It proves to me that he has
made. a move.... A very real move. However, it is for the two
partners to decide. A possible agreement is not yet in sight.

Now. you are saying: Another negotiation, another
conference? 1In other words: Could one.deal all at once with
the tactical forces, the so-called intermediate forces-- those
that don't cross the Atlantic, which we have been talking
about since the beginning of our conversation--plus those we
have not said much about......

Question: The intercontinental.forces,

The President: 9,000 Soviet,; 9,000 American, 98 French,
64 British and I don't know how many- Chlnese missiles. There
are five countries in the world with a nuclear arms capability.
France is one of those five great countries. ; '

This is an eventuality I envisaged when I addressed
the United Nations at the end of September. . France will
always be involved when it.is a matter of seriously discussing

~ disarmament. But I added that one has to discuss things
. that are comparable. The figurés I have just quoted--twice

9,000 and 98--are enough to show that, before talking about
our 18 missiles, the two greatest powers must considerably

reduce their 9,000, whereas they are tending to carry on:

9,000, 10,000, 11,000, 12,000.... Where will it stop?"

Already the Chinese have replied: When they have
reduced these by 50%, talks will be possible. So be it.:
I wouldn't say the same thing, but.I have set other conditions. -
I have said that the  level of conventional arms--infantry,
artillery, air -force--must be reduced. 1In this respect: the
Soviet superiority is considerable.



Also needed is a mutually agreed ban on blologlcal
and chemical. ‘weapens.- And there must be a stop to the quest
- for anti-submarine, anti-missile and anti-satellite weapons.

These are the conditions I have stipulated. They
will be difficult, I admit, but.they have to be met before
France can think of entering into such a negotiation.

Question: Hearing you talk of the most serious
crisis since Cuba and Berlin, I wondered whether
all heads of state are not tempted at some peint
to dramatize the external situation to some extent

. in order to trigger a national reflex, to rally
their people, to silence dissension or discontent.:
When all is said and done, isn't dramatization a
means-of-governing?

The Pre31dent- I don't believe you think that of me.
Do you: think I could speak to all the French, play on their
nerves and speculate on their fears?

: I 'said earlier that, although the situation was
serious, the most serious in my view. after Cuba in 1962 and
Berlin in 1948--those two situations had been brought under
control. We must: succeed in bringing this one under control.

If the Geneva conference does noet produce an agreement
within the next few days--and it would really be very incautious
te think of it not:doing.so--efforts toe recoever a capacity
for dialegue must nevertheless be made. It is.on this point
that France can play a decisive part, for we have clearly said
to both sides: That'is what we doen't want. But we're also
capable of saying: That is what we want, on the understanding.
that the first thing we want'is a resumption of the
negotiation, dialegue. In short, we also want the doors
teo be opened to peace.

: I-deeply believe 'in this provided there is firmness
and proevided no one.speculates on the weakness of one side-er
_the~ether;
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FRANCE AND THE MIDDLE EAST

"France is among the. few. countries that, through their positions,:
their influence-in history, their friendships and their interests.
have -for many years been designated as the traditional interlocutors
of the peoples of the Middle East."

President Francois Mitterrand:
" address to the® Knesset, March 4, 1982

"France is not offering to act as either arbiter or mediator. It has
friendships on both sides and hopes te pool its. efforts with these
ef a few others in order to bring.about a state of peace."

Frangois Mitterrand, interview for
Austrian Broadcasting Company,
June 14, 1982 :

"France'!s policy is one. of presence; balance-and-peace.

"It is a_pellcy of - presence because. France has had privileged.
relatiens in this part of the world for centuries, because.our
country is one of the five permanent members of the United Natioens
Security Council, and because we have been enriched by a great
histery and have- special responSLbllltles that I intend to fulfill.

"It is a- pellcy of balance based. on three pr1nc1ples. the right of.
the ‘people. of . Israel to 1ive in peace, within the secure borders:
of a state that is recognized and. respected by all; the right of.
the Palestinian people.te a homeland and toe set.up the-institutions
of their choice; the right:-of the Lebanese people: to.regain the-
unity and independence that are being flouted today. -
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"It is a policy of peace because I believe that the only way to
arrive at .these ends is to choose negotiation over war. I seek
peace because 1 believe. the principles I have just mentioned will
become reality only if we pursue this path."

Francois Mitterrand, interview
- on French TV, August 19, 1982

A SINGLE OBJECTIVE: PEACE

"The right of the Middle East states to live in peace and security,
and the right of the peoples of that area, as elsewhere, to self-
determination are the simple creed of a policy that is stated
everywhere in the same terms.

"It does not please everyone simultaneously. But I am sure that.
it is the way for France to earn or recover the respect and
‘ultimately the friendship of all parties."

Fragfois Mitterrand, interview in
Le Monde, November 26, 1982

"None of us can forget what the Jewish people have undergone. .
But we want a return to peace in the Middle East; we want to see
peace worked out by the countries and the peoples of this region
among themselves, not dictated by the superpowers in the light of
their own interests.”

Claude Cheysson, Minister of External
Relations, interview in the weekly
L'Unit€, September 12, 1981

"We have become 'activists' for peace. Each time we make a move

or say something in a country the critics immediately start firing,
not to say attacking, but we shall continue. Believing as we do

in the possibility of peace in. the Middle East, we are not going to
be satisfied with saying this in a corner of our office every -
three months and for-everything else do business with those who

are willing to de so. No, we will go and say on the spot what

we have to say. '




"I have met with chairman Arafat and I have been to Jerusalem. More
importantly, the French President will be going to Jerusalem one
day. - He has been to Saudi Arabia and he plans other visits. We
‘will be 'activists.' Being 'activists' means that each time
countries in the region, forces in the region, think we can

play a useful role we will go provided they are the ones who ask

for our services. If they ask the European Community, we will

urge our partners to go."

Claude Cheysson, interview on
Egyptian TV, January 1, 1982

THE RIGHT OF PEOPLES = GHT_OF STATES

® The Principles of a Settlement

"The right of all peoples in the region, including the Palestinian
people, to express themselves through self- determlnatlon and to
constitute their state.

"The right of all states, 1nc1ud1ng Israel and the future
Palestinian state, to develop in peace within 1nternat10nally
recognized borders.

"The need to deal with the problems through a negotiation that
encompasses all the interested countries and peoples, and in.
this instance the representatlve of the Palestinian people is
in our view the PLO.

"Lastly, the refusal to accept any unilateral change, any change-
by force, of an international decision and in partlcular a
decision by the United Nations."

Claude Cheysson, press conference
Riyadh, May 30, 1982

"Dialogue-implies that each party can pursue its rights to their
logical ‘conclusion. For the Palestinians, as for the others,
this may eventually mean a- state."” '

Frangois Mitterrand, address to
the Knesset, March 4, 1882



"When speaking of security, it is appropriate to speak of the
security of all the states in the area since this is also a
concern in Syria and Jordan. In my view, the technical responses--
in the form of international guarantees, an international preselce,
the presence of allies--should be very similar in order to deal
with Israel's security and, separately of course, the security of
Jordan and Syria." . : R

Claude Cheysson, interview in the
weekly Tribune Juive, November 5, 1982

"Wefwant to see peace worked out by the countries and the peoples
of this region among themselves, not dictated by the superpowers
in the light of their own interests."

Claude Cheysson, interview in
- L'Unité, September 12, 1981

"No one can decide on the borders or conditions that will apply
on the basis of United Nations Resolution 242, to the parties in
guestion. This-is an issue for the negotiators and the
negotiators alone."

Frangois Mitterrand, address to
the “Knesset, March 4, 1982

"Another principle which itself comes close to being a 'method:

It appears to me very difficult to be able to make progress without
prior and mutual recognition on the part of those who are fighting
each other, those who ignore each other. We are well aware that

we are still far from this since the interested parties, whose
decision is of the first importance, I refer to Israel and the
representatives of the Palestlnlans, mutually reject any such
recognition. : :

"Everything must be encouraged to make dialogue possible,

based on intentions which should be spelled out. Such a dialogue,
if undertaken, would lead to this mutual recognition. I want to
say that as a preliminary someone has to speak. We fervently hope



that'not-only the éLO, but also all the Arab countries, will
recognize Israel's right to exist. And we hope that Israel
will recognize the Palestinians' right to self-determination."

Frangois Mitterrand, ?ress
conf%rence, Cairo, November 25, 1982

"I have kept to the same language everywhere. In Algiers,

alongside President Boumedienne, speaking live on television,

I told the Algerians that nothing would be possible until they

recognized Israel's right to exist. I said the same thing in

Cairo, to Sadat, before the peace treaty between Israel and

Egypt. Similarly, every time I have been in Tel Aviv or Jerusalem
- I have always told my Israeli friends that they should allow the

Palestinians the possibility of having a homeland. So I have

spoken the same language to one and all. I am a friend of Israel,

and I shall do nothing to endanger Israel's existence or its means

to exist but I do not think that it is realistic to pretend

that the Palestinian problem does not exist."

Frangois Mitterrand, interview in
The New York Times, June 4, 1981

LEBANON

"Let us think about ILebanon, as a nation, as a state, whose
independence, integrity, unity and sovereignty are, to our eyes,
sacred and must be defended and supported whatever happens. .

"1l. We hope to see Lebanon's sovereignty, integrity and unity
reestablished in concrete form. : :

"2, We ask that Security Council resolutions 508 and 509 on-the
cease-fire and the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanese
territory be respected, and likewise we hope that all foreign
armies will leave Lebanon, excepting a decision to the contrary
from the international: community with the agreement of the
legitimate government of Lebanon.



"3. We ask that the-safeguard and the protection of the Lebanese
and ‘Palestinian. populations be assured and that help to the
victims of the recent events reach them without delay.

"4.hwe;appeai-for.the~legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people. to be recognized and respected.

"5, We ask that the internatienally recognized borders of each-:
country in. the region be respected and guaranteed. -

"The two gevernments will act in accordance with . these principles."

Joint Franco-Austrian Declaration
on Lebanon, Vienna, June 17, 1982

"Each time the Lebanese government asked for French participatien
France-was willing to help, first in security efforts to coentain the-
effects of war, then to deploy a force of interpesition, and lastly
to bring abeut the desired situation, that is, independence and
unity once  again. France is prominent in. the force of. interposition
and even.provided the-first contingents present on Lebanese soil."

Frangotis Mitterrand, press
confgrence,.Cairo,'November-25,-1982
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"French policy on the Middle East is the same ‘as that which I
defined- when I was a candidate and I. have had no-reason. to change
it since. I was elected president.. Israel has the. right to exist.
and toe have' the -means and guarantees to do so. In. a book published
at-the end-0f:1980, I wrote: .'Two peoples for the same land. Two
peoples "and centuries that testify for them. Is a person an.
extremist just because he wants ‘a homeland?' The Jewish people:
have won. the right to live on a land 'on which their ancestors-
left-an ineradicable. impression.oever. the ages, -a land that centinues
te prosper in their 'care. But others have lived, worked, suffered
and. hoped. in-this narrow area. of the world: I am thinking of:

the ‘Palestinians. It is impossible. to deny: them their right to



a homeland.. No. one has yet been able. to solve. this problem and
it would be tragic.to leave its- selutlon to the hazards of:
relations of force."

Fraﬁfozs Matterrand interview in
the “monthly L' Arche, February 24, 1982

"The Israeli gevernment is convinced that .we. are: frlends because
the principles we-have enunciated. from the start have remained:
unchanged. These:principles include Israel's right te live in
peace. under normal conditions--something:. it has net been allowed
to do since its existence. We are totally committed on this
point--our commitment might entail the moest serious consequences;.
one day;- if Israel were threatened.  Se in this respect there-

is net the slightest ambiguity. The Israelis knew that .they

can ceunt on France's: suppoert.” '

Claude Cheysson, interview in
Paris:Match, .July 8, 1982

"I don't agree ‘that Israel should be regarded as a country not .
to be visited, a people to be ignored. They are a great people
and it is admirable. the way they have built up their country:
which deserves protection and security. The state of insecurity
in which they ' find themselves has led to an internal policy
whose external projections I often refuse to accept and at times
cendemn. That's: the real state of-affairs."

Francois Mitterrand, press conference
Parid, June 9, 1982

"Each time I have met an Arab head of state--and I have met many--.
I have "advised him to recognize the-state of Israel, as I have"
advised the Palestinian. representatives.I have had- the occasion to-
meet. - My policy is. inspired by respect for Israel, by a rejection
of all discriminatien toeward that coeuntry, but also. by freedom

of action for France whenever the ‘balance in-this reglon of the
world might be threatened by:a unilateral act."

-Frangots Mitterrand, interview on
French TV, August 17, 1982
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"I tell the Israelis in reference to the Palestinian people:

'Even if you have refused to recognize this people since they

were put in camps, defeated, they have nonetheless proved their
existence as a people and even confirmed the fact of their nation-
hood.' There is nothing like resistance, war, struggle and suffering
to confirm the existence of a people. This people exists. Denying
them recognition makes peace in the Middle East impossible. We

have always said this. We will continue to do so."

Claude Cheyesson, remarks to the
Arab press, December 14, 1982

"As President Mitterrand said well before he was elected--if the
right of a people to a homeland is recognized, what is going to
become of this right? The people are going to want to have:
their own state. So let us say it--let us say the words,
Palestinian state."

Claude Cheysson, on Egyptian TV

"I don't decide the perimeter of a future Palestinian state.

I have no idea what it will be. It will be up to the negotiators
to determine the frontiers and into the bargain the guarantee

for those frontiers. -

"By contrast, I have always said that if the question arose, it
would do so first of all in the West Bank and Gaza and that while
it was impossible for me to define the contours, I can nevertheless
foresee its center."

Frangois Mitterrand, press
confgrence, Paris, June 9; 1982

T é'p 3 §:-,_:1” - “”Q”ignn e s O.

"We consider the PLO the representative .of the Palestinian struggle.-
This is'the same expression. the French President. used during his
official visit te Saudi.Arabia.- By contrast, we do not: think

that there can be one representative of the Palestinian people

so long as this people has not attained its full rights--that



is ‘acquired a state.: I would. like to point.out that: this:
position is shared by all the European countries. The PLO,
representing as it does the Palestinian struggle, is an essential
partner to the negotiations. There cannot be peace if the
Palestinians are - not at the table, and at the table it is the
PLO that represents. the struggle."

Claude Cheysson, press conference,
Abu Dhabi, June 20, 1982

"The mission of French troops in Lebanon was to ensure the departure
of Palestinian fighters from West Beirut in security and dignity.
The aim was to save the leadership of the PLO which, among other
things, was threatened with actual elimination. By doing so we

- .sought to. preserve the chances for a political dialogue with the

- PLO.in accordance with the position France has consistently
maintained. Since the start of the Israeli invasion, France

- has continued to advocate that Palestinian renunciation of the
-military path should be met with recognition of this organization's
major political role."

Pierre Mauroy, address to the
National Assembly, September 12, 1982

"France will greet dialogue or an.approach to dialogue with approval,
as it will view with concern any unilateral action on either side
that delays the advent of peace."

- Frangois Mitterrand, address to
the “Knesset, Marceh 4, 1982

® The Peace Between Egypt and Israel.

"I think it is a good thing that Egypt and Israel have made peace.
I have often said that two countries that are at war certainly
.have ‘the. right to make peace between themselves. A comprehensive.
settlement would be desirable but it has not succeeded. A partial
settlement is perhaps not enough but it has succeeded. So let: us
‘be practical. For my own part; I prefer the Israelis and the
Egyptians to be at peace rather than at war. Moreover, I am very
concerned about Israel's security. It is important for Israel

to have an accord with Egypt."

Fraqﬁgis Mitterrand, interview in
The Washington. Post, June 18, 1881
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® The Franco-Egyptian Plan

"The Franco-Egyptian plan, or put.another way, Europe's position,
since the Egyptian plan repeats the June 29 Declaration of the
Eurepean Council almost word for werd, seems to us more complete
than the two others. As the foreign affairs ministers of the-

Ten said at their last meeting, we believe that the Franco-Egyptian
plan constitutes a preliminary outline for an eventual settlement.”

Claude Cheysson, press conference,
" New York, September 27, 1982

® President Reagan's Speech at Burbank:

"The address is very interesting because it represents an overture
that might make it pessible for negotiations to begin and for: this
reason it deserves to be supported in our view.: 'But it represents
only one overture and the negotiations would obviously have to go
bevond what is explicitly stated in President. Reagan's address."

Claude Cheysson, interview with the
Kuwait News Agency, November 8, 1982

® The Fez Declaration.

"The Arab countries meeting in Fez made other proposals. Some
of: them repeated the propesals of the then Prince: Fahd whoe has-
since. become ‘the-King of. Saudi Arabia. As I said at the time,
in Saudi Arabia at Taif, in the presence of Prince Fahd, we-
considered this plan--these proposals--a goed way to open dialogue.
‘even- though we reserved our opinion. as to the stated goals

and. conditiens, some of which we believe would be difficult

te achieve. - But in any case the mere  fact of beginning talks,
by taking inte account the existence of the other, would. be 'a-
step forward.. We have te leok at all the progress that has
been made. The move. at Fez takes its inspiration from this,
even-if -the emphasis placed. on the various conditiens differs
in one or two places.  France's position remains the. same:
reservations with regard toe certain objectives, endorsement

‘of - the method."

Frangois Mitterrand, press conference, .
Catro, November 25, 1982
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- THE SITUATION IN CHAD

REMARKS® BY PRESIDENT FRANCOIS MITTERRAND
DURING A TELEVISED INTERVIEW (ANTENNE 2)

NOVEMBER 16, 1983

Question: From the start of the French interventioen
in-Chad last -August, some people have feared we
might get bogged-down. - Are we begged down at
present? Or are there diplematic meves,; for
instance, through which' a selution te the Chadian
problem could be contemplated?

'~ The President: What is meant by getting bogged
dewn? ' Under what_cenditienS“did France send troops te Chad?

- France has lived through'the mest varied and
contradictory experiences in-Chad. -~ From 19269 to 1972 we
waged a war there, and our opponents were Goukouni and

“ o < ]
Hissene Habre. We.waged war in open country and then,
when we left three years later,’ the situation was the
same--the same disorder, the same inter-clan rivalries,
the same civil war fueled by external interests. We said:
" Enough of that.

A little later, in 1976, we signed a treaty with
the Chadian government, saying: Really, we're no lenger
interested, we are geing and we wen't intervene anymere.

- Then we went back in 1978, at the request of the Chadian
government, I think it was the same one, if not it was
by and large’ the same peoeple:

_ Then, in 1980, the Chadian head of gevernment,
Mr. Goukourni, called the Libyans to his aid and the: Libyans.
came, and the French soeldiers left“on the orders of the
then gevernment which toek the  view that Chad's affairs
were not their business. 'When I was elected President
of the Republic the whole of Chad was in the hands ef Libya,
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which--under the authority of Mr. Qaddafi, the moving
spirit, as you know, behind the Libyan state and the Libyan
revolution--had thus become the neighbor of a number of
Black African countries, with a capacity for penetration
and destabilization' throughout Black Africa.

When similar events occurred after I had obtained
from Mr. Goukouni that the Libyans should leave, the civil
war resumed. Goukouni had to go. Mr. Hisséne Habreé
became the Chadian head of state after a military victory.
Once again, Libya intervened and Chad faced renewed
occupation by that country's troops. But I was approached
by seven, eight, ten Black African countries who turned to
France, saying: Some of us have defense agreements with vou.
It's a danger for us all. ' If ethnic considerations come
back to the fore the whole African balance will explode,
France has a duty.

Yes, France has a duty, and I decided to intervene
in what I would call the "relevant" part of Chad in the
‘current situation, that is the center and south, the Chad
that borders on the Black African countries I have mentioned....

Question: Populated Chad?

The President: There are 4,300,000 inhabitants
in that part of Chad controiled by French forces and 150,000
in the' Chad occupied by Libyan forces. But, naturally,
the purely military line of demarcation must be temporary,
for the goal that is sought is Chad'sintegrity. On this
point we havé the unanimous  support both of what are called
the progressive' countries--Ethiopia and Algeria--and those
known as moderate--lvory Coast, Gabon and Senegal--all of them.

We maintain that this problem has to be settled
by the Organization of African Unity (OAU). This is the
organization cencerned.: All the countries we are talking
about, all those political leaders, all those states,
belong tc the OAU. And for the time being, it is the
president of the OAU--the Ethiopian president--and its
secretary-general who are attending to this issue,

Naturally, we have not left it at that, and we are
accelerating the pace--we did so in Vittel--so that Hisséne
Habré and the others can meet to decide their country's fate
together, without ‘any foreign armies, including ours, being
present. I am only waiting for the time when this becomes
possible, after Chad's territorial integrity has been secured
by negotiation.  The French troops will leave immediately,
their task is not to get involved in any colonial adventure.
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'REFORMING THE INTERNATIONAL MONETARY SYSTEM

"FIREMEN AND ARCHITECTS"
ARTICLE BY .JACQUES DELORS, MINISTER OF THE ECONOMY, FINANCE AND BUDGET

PUBLISHED IN LE MONDE, SEPTEMBER 9, 1983

How difficult it is to start .a .public debate on world
monetary .and financial problems?! As if the question were
one for experts alone, to be dealt with in the intimacy
of small groups when in fact high interest rates and erratic

. currency fluctuations are plunging the developing countries

into ever-deeper trouble, upsetting economic calculations
and strengthening the factors that make for 'political
instability. Or as if it were merely .a matter of finding
excuses for one's own weaknesses, an argument that the
opposition in France has been playing to the hilt, forgetting
that back in the 1960's it was our country that c¢riticized
the undue advantages the United States enjoyed under the
system at that time.

So let us dispense with the preliminaries if only
to restore a sense of unity among the people of France and
encourage a dialogue without heated argument.

It is true that our country is suffering from a
serious illness in the form of inflation which is still too
high as compared with that of dur neighbors.” It'is true that’
our country failed to adjust to new factors in the world
economy ten years ago, as a result, it is now handicapped
by structural imbalances in its foreign trade, if only
because our producers neglected their own market and that
of the other- industrialized nations, that is to say, areas
in which .it was essential .to be innovative .and competitive
in terms of quality/price ratio. The French economy is now
striving gradually to overcome these two handicaps. What
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the people of France have to do, nobody can do for them.

With this said, no one can honestly deny that the excessive

rise in the dollar and in interest rates makes our indispensable
efforts for recovery more difficult. economically and more
costly socially. Nonetheless our efforts to this end will

be carried through and actually, they are well underway.

Others, playing on the paradox, could imagine the
outbursts from Europeans if the scenario of 1978 were to
be repeated: '-an excessively weak dollar and the stimulus
this would give U.S. industry and agriculture. Add to this
- that the industrialists on the "old continent" are profiting
from the record high dollar to increase their exports.

Certainly we should export more but without forgetting
that trade surpluses by themselves will not stimulate the
economy.

Let us say simply that any excess is a problem.
The automatic mechanisms of the market economy are not in
. themselves able to bring about a relatively satisfactory
balance and lasting growth in the world economy even after
the many sacrifices required. Moreover, always from the
same--the poor and poor, countries. '- =,

Proof by-Réductio Ad Absurdum

When France .requested the establishment of a working
group on exchange market intervention at the Versailles
summit, and obtained that request, it was not seeking a
fundamental solution to the instability of exchange markets
in one fell swoop. It had the more modest hope that the
advisability of concerted action by the central banks might
be examined objectively.-in certain circumstances. A fairly
exhaustive report based on. indisputable scientific evidence
corroborated the usefulness of such action, with the result
that the finance ministers of the .seven countries concerned,
and .the representatives of the European Economic Community
(EEC) adopted a statement on April 29, 1983 regarding a line
of conduct, an excerpt of which deserves to be recalled
today: : :

- "Under present circumstances, the role of intervention
can only be .limited. . Intervention can be useful to
counter disorderly market conditions and to reduce
short-term.volatility. Intervention may also, on
occasion, express an attitude toward exchange markets."




Clearly, this has been the situation for several
years. There have been interventions, yet they have not stopped
the wave of. speculation. Some have jumped to the conclusion
that such coordinated action is useless and have sung the
praises of irrepressible market forces..

A Greater Role for Europe

This, however, is to disregard a generally accepted
idea that exchange rates must, over an average period of
time, reflect the fundamental determinants of each economy.
Who, except for electoral reasons, could seriously support
the claim that this is the case of the dollar at this time?

It is also to disregard the conditions under which
the interventions were made oveér the-past few wéeks.. " ..
Who ctould justify the fact that the .interventions of the
country whose currency is the most widespread (the dollar)
have been less in extent and in duration than those carried
out by the central banks of Europe?

Had one wanted to make a proof by reductio ad absurdum,
one would have approached it no differently. Under these
conditions, I remain convinced that coordinated action is
always useful, at certain times, "to calm :the market" and
to lessen the erratic changes in currencies. .

Apart from the debate on. interventions, the problem
of a minimum of rules and order in monetary and financial
transactions has continued for many years. In proposing
an international monetary conference to the ministers of
the OECD countries, the President of the Republic recalled
the need for rules in the financial realm. At the same time,
however, he stressed how difficult. the task was and how
gradual would be the implementation. ofi:the necessary corrective
measures. The proposal for an .international monetary
conference was accepted by the seven heads of state attending
the summit of industrialized countries at Williamsburg.

The method was defined thus. Each expert has in his
own mind a concept of a complete system. . Yet theoretical
confrontations alone will not produce .an answer. Everyone
needs to be persuaded, once and for all, that the only
_.chance for success lies in an approach accepted by all,
and therefore by the United States. And even then it is
important for the U.S. to find itself with determined partners,
.capable of common proposals.



A greater role for Europe, as I have said, in
reacting to the sharp rise of the dollar. The basis exists
in the European Monetary System..(EMS). The EMS has been
put to every test since its creation, and it has come through
after a fashion--doing rather better, in fact, than badly.

The European Community possesses a third of the world's
reserves, almost a third of the International Monetary

Fund's quotas and .almost half of the world's gold reserves.
European Currency Units (ECU) are utilized more and more

in private exchanges by corporate treasurers and financial .~
traders. As the "private" ECU develops, it is now necessary
to give the "official" ECU a greater role. A status equivalent
to that of other currencies, a daily gquotation on the
exchange markets, full and complete utilization by the
central banks that are members of .the EMS, increased
possibilities of ‘action from the European Monetary Cooperation
" Fund, including interventions vis-a-vis other currencies such
as the dollar and the yen. Thus, there is reason for hope.

Yet objection surfaces quickly. Can monetary Europe
advance if economic and social Europe stagnates? Certainly not.
Yet, we must start somewhere. . Today, events are pressuring
us to go faster and .further, in a context where each member
country is endeavoring to fight inflation and to reestablish,
where need be, its external equilibrium.

It goes without saying that monetary cooperation calls

in its turn, for fresh stimulus to, the Community, hence,
the importance of the current work in the wake of the Stuttgart
summit, to free Europe from the morass it is in over internal
arguments .regarding the British. contribution, the difficulties of
the Common Agricultural Policy, the refusal to engage in
. genuine. dialoge with trade..unions.. (European Trade Union

Confederation [ETUC]), and the poor functioning of its
.institutions. Hence the determination to transcend these
differences in providing fresh stimulus all round, and

giving the industrial and technological fields more importance
if we really want the European nations to be present in the
world of tomorrow.

"A Community, which speaks with a single voice, ..
which is the world's foréemost trading power, by virtue
of its.sensitivity and foreign-aid policy, Has a pivotal
place in North-South relations--this is the master trump
card which we would be very wrong to ignore.



In this way the Community would become more sure of
itself and stronger, and could then ask the United States and
Japan three related questions--the answer to Wthh Wlll
dlctate future progress.

Reduc1ng Indebtedness

First, indebtedness. The figures speak for themselves:
$610 billion. In the case of the developing, non-oil-producing
countries, debt servicing alone accounts for one-quarter of
export earnings. High interest rates constitute a burden
equal to 40% of their external deficits. The soaring dollar
feeds imported inflation, rendering useless the efforts in
some of these countries to fight rising prices. *

Faced with this situation, the wealthy nations are,
in a way, playing firemen before a spreading fire: the
growth of the Monetary Fund interventions, the financial
relay of the Bank for International Settlements, coordination
between the IMF and the private banks, the still useful role
of the Club of Paris in rescheduling debts toward states.
To judge from the various threats, the firemen have not
finished their work. But what is most Serious is that nothing
has yet been done to rebuild an effective and equitable
system. This must be shaped, it appears to me,; . by three
guidelines to be developed:

1. The economic growth of the developing countries
has once. again to be higher than dominant real interest rates
(those currently in effect on the American market).. If not,
and this has been the case for the last two years, these
nations become poorer and are discouraged in their effort
to improve their economy.

The key rests in lower interest rates. and in the
revival of world trade. The first will be a strong stimulus
for the second.

2. Apart from the controversies concernlng the
adv1sable level of world liquidity, it would, in any case,
be useful to reserve a distribution of spec1al-drawing rights
(SDR) to the developing countries, so as to give them the
essential means of balancing their economies. Is it
necessary to recall that according to the amended articles of
agreement of the IMF, SDR's are to be made the principle
instrument of the world monetary reserve system. Without
being quite so ambitious, we can, without harm, contribute
to the enlarging of this role. -



3. The mechanisms of financing the developing
countries must be coordinated before tragedies arise. _
To this end, we might envisage adjustment and development
plans covering a period of several years. These plans
would be prepared by the leaders of the countries concerned
but with the participation of the World Bank and the IMF,
and would take into account bilateral public aid and
restrict private credits so as to avoid all excess. Such
an approach would doubtless avert many tragedies. In this
regard one cannot neglect the warning of the recent
resignation of Carlos Langoni;,; Governor of the Central Bank
of Brazil. It emphasizes, to my mind, the constraints tied
to the socio-political realities of debtor nations; I would
also add the realism-needed which consists in treating the
structural causes of the difficulties encountered, and not
just the "main equilibria" considered out of context.

Next, we have to move toward diversifying the
instruments of reserve, so as not to ask toco much of the
dollar by itself. The United States demands too much of
it because of the extent of the budget deficit whose financing
weighs in part on other countries and forces the interest
rates upward. It has been three years since the allies
asked Washington to reduce .the deficit. In vain. Now we
are told that it is advisable to wait until after the
presidential elections.... ‘

The Europeans should, as of now, propose diversifying
the instruments of reserve: the SDR, the ECU, the yen, with the
Japanese being invited to share in world responsibilities,
in proportion to their economic power. This way pressure
on the dollar would be relieved. :

Interest Rates

Lastly, there is still the problem of interest rates.
As there will necessarily be delays in expanding the use of
SDR's and the ECU, the United States has a responsibility
to act now on its interest rates. Ewven a gradual and slight
drop in interest rates would be helpful to the recovery of
the European economies, which would stimulate world trade
and the earnings of the developing countries through their
imports. Contrary to a contention that is purely dogmatic
and not borne out by facts, the main impediment to foreign
trade recovery is not protectionism at all, but the general
absence of growth in all countries in the North and the




excessive indebtedness of the countries in the South. In
attacking both these problems, the industrial nations would
merely be doing their duty and would be committing the world
to the only redeeming path worth following: economic expansion
and the fight against injustices which in the Southern
hemisphere translate into poverty, malnutrition and rebellion.

Once again these are only directions. They are only
ideas that have been put forward from time to time in the
past. But the time has come to move. France has taken the
initiative through the voice of its President. Will Europe
now take it up while there is still time, and affirm its
will to survive and its sense of world responsibilities?

Even though the debt crisis continues and may
actually be getting worse, even though the fires are contlnually
flaring up in first one place and then another, the firemen,
it must be acknowledged, are doing an effective job. But is
this enough? Will there not come a time when the flames
spread, when the structure threatens to collapse only to
reveal the fragility of its foundations? Only then it will,
unfortunately, be too late. Or, to put it another way: isn't
it time for the architects to take over?
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LOCATION

GEOGRAPHY

THE REGION OF
PROVENCE AND THE FRENCH RIVIERA

(PROVENCE-ALPES-COTE D'AZUR)

The region is located in southeastern France, bordered to
the south by the Mediterranean, to the north by the French:
Alps. To the east lies the frontier with Italy. It covers
an area of 12,120 square miles (31,400 sg. km.).

The geography of the region is highly wvaried. Much of the
area is mountainous and includes part of the Alps; France's
highest mountain chain, as well as lower ranges. It also
encompasses the lower part of the Rhone river wvalley and

the plains and cliffs of the Mediterranean coastline.

The Alpine part of the region is a. tangle of wild, limestone

" mountains, generally dry, with bare rock or scrub vegetation.

Closer to the coast there are older rounded mountain ranges;
from west to east, Estaque, Sainte-Baume, Maures and Esterel.

The Rhone. river, flowing from the north to the Mediterranean
sea, forms a delta in the eastern part of the region; this is
the Camargue, an area of salt marshes and sandy beaches.

Progressing eastward from the flat plains of the Rhone delta
to the Var estuary the coastal region is indented with
numerous bays. Between Marseilles and Toulon there are
fjord-like inlets called calanques; they become more numerous.
and more deeply etched around the Bay of Toulon and the Bay
of Villefranche near the border with Italy.

There a number of offshore islands: Porquerolles, Port-Cros,
Levant (forming the Hyéres group) ; Salnte Marguerite and
Saint-Honorat (Lerln Islands). ;
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CLIMATE

POPULATION

ADMINISTRATION

HISTORY .

MONACO

The regioen is the sunniest in France with occasional heavy
rainfall in spring and fall. With the exception of  the Rhone
valley, -the climate is somewhat dry. The Mistral, a fierce, .
oppressive wind; blows mainly along the Rhone valley.

3,965,209 (1982 census) - density 327 inhabitants per

- square.mile:

Under the monarchy France was divided into provinces. At
the time of the Revolution (1789) they were reorganized
into departments. The regions were formed in 1972 as’
administrative and economic units based on the existing.
departments. - The Provence-French Riviera region comprises
six departments: Alpes-de-Haute-Provence, Alpes-Maritimes,
Hautes—AIpes,HBouches—dq-Rhéne, Var and Vaucluse. :

. Early. inhabitants of the region are thought to have been

the Ligurians,. followed by the Greeks (including Phocaeans),
who were attracted. by the natural harbors along the coast.
In the second: century B.C. the -Romans expelled the Greeks
and proceeded to link the ‘Rhone river with the Gulf of Fos
by a canal. After the fall of the Roman Empire, the region

. was. invaded by successive waves.of barbarians. In the

Middle Ages it -was .ruled by a number of counts, and from
1309 to'1377 the papal. seat was moved from Rome to Avignon.-

‘In 1815 Napeleon.landed from Elba at Golfe-Juan with a

small. troop. To aveid the hostile Rhone area he reached
Grenoeble by way of Grasse, Sisteron and the Alps, a road
that has since been called the "Route Napoléon."

During. the Second World War, the French fleet was scutfled

in Toulon. (1942) and the region occupied by enemy troops.
.In.August 1944, four days after the Allied forces had landed
on the ‘Maures coast, Toulon was liberated by French troops.

The independernt principality of Monaco forms an enclave
surrounded by the Alpes-Maritimes department of France.
It is situated.between Nice and-Menton.-



ECONOMY . Agrteulture: Concentrated in the Rhone valley, the region's
products include wine (COtes du Rhéne and Cétes de
Provence), melons, oranges, lemons, blackberries,
olives and assorted vegetables. The coastal areas
produce cork, rice and salt.

Flowers: Many varieties of flowers, both wild and cultivated,
grow in abundance in the region. Perfumes represent a
major industry, and the town of Grasse is the world
perfume center.- :

Tourism: Nice and Menton have long been popular holiday
resorts. Now smaller ports such as Saint-Tropez
and Sainte-Maxime are drawing large numbers of
vacationers. The yacht harbors at Cannes and Antibes
and the beaches at Juan-les-Pins and Saint-Raphael
are additional attractions. Sightseeing tours in the
region include the calanques (see p. 1), the red
rocks in the Dalius Gorge and on the coast, the
Verdon Gorges, the Vesubie Valley and the view of
the Mediterranean from the mountains.

Industry: Most of the industry is located in the Marseilles
area, there is a petro-chemical zone at Fos and the
Etang de Berre. Toulon and Villefranche are important
naval bases; Marseilles is France's largest merchant:
shipping center. Dams such as those on the Durance and
Verdon. rivers produce hydroelectric power.

GASTRONOMY Provencgal cooking incorporates many of the aromatic spices
growing in the region: thyme, rosemary, savory, sage, basil,
to name only a few. The regional specialty is seafood:
boutllabaizse, stew containing a variety of seafood;
rougets au romarin, red mullet with rosemary; loup au fenouil,
sea bass with fennel. Cheeses are made mostly from goat's
or ewe's milk: Tomme de Bawcn, Tcmme de Brsusse. Nice is
famous for its salads with olives and anchovies. Ratatoutlle,
tomatoes, green peppers and eggplant, is also a regional
specialty. '

Wines from the C6tes du Rhéne and C6tes de Provence are ruby-red
and robust: Ché&teauneuf du Pape (red), Rasteau (fortified red),
Tavel (xrosé). Pasiie, a refreshing apéritif prepared from the
essence of aniseed, is one of the region's most famous drinks.



ART Trading in the Mediterranean has been carried on for
thousands of years, spreading not only commerce but cultural
influences as well. BAmong the ancient testaments to these
foreign cultures are the amphorae, "vases that can still be
found in. the wrecks of ships that foundered off the
dangerous coastline. The amphorae held o0il, wine and grain.

Roman Period: In the first century B.C. Arles became a major
center of Roman art. It is built on a pattern common
to many towns of Roman origin in the region and includes
an arena, theater,  forum, baths and a cemetery (the
Alyscamps). Vaison-la-Romaine also contains important
Roman remains=-=-villas, theater, colonnades, portico.
The Alpine Trophy at Turbie is the only one of its
kind left in Europe. Fréjus also has an arena,
arched gateways, theater and aqueduct.

Romanesque -and Gothie: Originality, plainness and austerity
mark the. largely ecclesiastic architecture of these
periods. The best examples are at Vaison-la-Romaine,
strikingly contrasting the Roman remains; Avignon, the
Palais des Papes; Aix, Saint-Sauveur Cloister; Arles,
Saint-Trophime Cloister; Fréjus, cathedral, cloister
and episcopal palace; Saint-Raphael, Templars' Church;
Saint-Maximin, basilica; Saint-Honorat, monastery.

16th and 17th Centuries: Many forts and citadels were built or
expanded during this period: Sisteron, Gourdon, Cagnes,
Arles (ramparts), etc. The sixteenth century saw the
rise of the Provengal school of painting. The works of
painters such as Bréa and Durandi may be seen in the
churches of Nice, Cimiez, Lucéram, Gréoliéres,
Biot, Antibes, Fréjus, Grasse, etc. The old Cathedral
of Notre Dame in Grasse was restored during this period.

19th and 20th Centuries: The impressionist painters were
attracted to the region by the quality of its light.
Cézanne. painted some of his finest works here, along
with Renoir, Van Gogh, Dunoyer de Segonzac and Bonnard.
Later painters included Picasso, Chagall, Braque, Modigliani
and Dufy. The Rosary Chapel in Vence was wholly conceived
and decorated by Matisse. There is a museum at Biot
devoted to the works of Fernand Léger.



FAMOUS The painter Fragonard (1732-1806); Mirabeau, revolutionary
PEOPLE orator and politician (1749-1791); the painter and

FROM THE caricaturist Daumier (1808-1879); Rouget de Lisle,
REGION author of "La Marseillaise," the French national anthem

(1760-1836); and the poet Mistral (1830-1914).

REGIONAL The city is the second largest in France (population 879,000)
CAPITAL: and the biggest seaport. It was initially founded by Phocaean
MARSEILLES traders and from 600 B.C. onward, the Greeks used it to
rule their western Mediterranean trading posts. It
subsequently passed to the Romans. (Archaeological remains

of the Phocaean and Roman towns were recently uncovered
during construction of the subway system.) Marseilles
benefited greatly from the increased trade and wealth
brought by the Crusades of the 12th and 13th centuries.
During the Middle Ages the town was looted by attacking
barbarians several times and was finally united with the
French crown in 1481. 1In 1660 it rebelled against Louis XIV
and in 1720 was swept by a great plague which reduced the
population by half.

With the opening of the Suez Canal in 1860, the port became
the most important in France and the gateway to East Africa
and the Far East. During World War II the city again
suffered, this time from the German destruction of the 0ld
Town and from Allied bombing. After the war rebuilding was
undertaken. Le Corbusier, the pioneer of modern architecture,
designed the Cit& Radieuse on the outskirts of the city.

Principal Sights: The Vieux-Port or old harbor; the Canebiére,
a tree-lined avenue forming the city's main artery; the
Basilica of Saint-Victor (12th and 13th century); the old

La Major Cathedral (l2th century); the Ch&teau 4'If

(17th century); the offshore island castle made famous

in Dumas' story The Count ¢f Monte Crieto; the 19th century
church of Notre-Dame-de-la-Garde, surmounted by a steeple
with a 30-ft.-high gilded statue of the Virgin.
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FRENCH EMBASSY
PRESS & INFORMATION SERVICE

LAURENT - FABIUS
MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND RESEARCH

Laurent. Fabius was named Minister of Industry and
Research in the third cabinet of.Prime Minister Pierre
Mauroy on March 22, 1983. He was previously Minister Delegate
to the Minister of Econemy and Finance. for the. Budget in- the
first and second Mauroy cabinets (May 22 and June 23, 1981).

Mr. Fabius was elected deputy to the National
Assembly on the Soecialist ticket from the Seine-Maritime
department (northwest France) in 1978 and again in 1981.

Laurent Fabius made his- flrst 'bid for elective
efflce in 1977 when he ran successfully for a seat on the
local council of Grand-Quevilly ' (pep. 32;,000) in Normandy.
He was reelected on March 6, 1983. Mr. Fabius is deputy
mayor of Grand-Quevilly and was elected president.of the
regional council of Upper Normandy in 1981.

Active 'in the Secialist party, he has been a
member  of the party's study committee for the charter of
fundamental rights and liberties (1975-1976); secretary of.
the economic commissioen (1976); adviser te Mr., Mitterrand
(1976-1978) when the latter was first secretary of. the
Secialist party; member of the party's steering committee’
(since 1977); member of the executive bureau (1979); party
spokesman (1979); and served on Mr. Mitterrand's campaign.
team in the 1981 presidential elections.

The Minister began his career at:the Council of
State from which he . is now on leave.
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A graduate. of the Ecole Normale Supérieure and the-
Institut d'Etudes Politiques of Paris, Mr. Fabius has earned
a. doctorate degree in letters. He also attended the Ecole
Nationale d'Administration. Mr. Fabius has written two
books: La France Inégale (1975) and Liberté, Libertés (1976,
in collaboration).

: Laurent. Fabius was born on August 20, 1946 in
Paris, He is married and has two sons.

" October 1983



FRENCH EMBASSY
PRESS & INFORMATION SERVICE

JACQUES ATTALI
SPECIAL ADVISER TO PRESIDENT MITTERRAND

Jacques Attali, an economist and senior official
of the Council of State, is special adviser to President
Frangois Mitterrand. Mr. Attali's connection with Mr. Mitterrand
dates from 1976 when the then First Secretary of the Socialist
party appointed him adviser. Mr. Attali became a member of
the party's steering committee the following year and in
1979 was named special assistant to Mr. Mitterrand. Mr. Attali
headed the Mitterrand election team during the 1981 successful
presidential campaign. He was appointed special adviser to
the President on May 23, 1981.

. A graduate of the Ecole Polytechnique, the Institut
d'Etudes Politiques and the Ecole Nationale d'Administration
(ENA) , Mr. Attali is a professor of economics at the Ecole
Polytechnique and lectures at the University of Paris. - He
has been Director of Seminars at ENA since 1974.

In addition to teachlng, Mr. Attali is head of the
series "Economie en liberté" published by the Presses universitaires
de France (PUF). He sits on the executive board of the
quarterly, Autrement, and on the -editorial board of the
periodical, Soctalisme et Economie.

Mr. Attali is active in several organizations including
the National Council of the United Jewish Social Fund and :
the International Action Committee Against Hunger.

Mr. Attali is a prOllflC writer and has published
the following works: Analyse economﬂque de la vie politique,
1972; Modéles pOZtttQHQS, 1972; L’Ant1—economzque, 1974;
La Parole et l'outil, 1975; Ltbertes, vzbertes, in collaboration,
1976; Bruits, 1977; La Nouvelle €conomie frangaise, 1977;
L'Ordre cannibale, 1979; Les Trois mondes, 198l; Histoire du
temps, 1982.

Jacques Attali was born in 1943 in Algiers. He 1is
married and has one son.

2/84
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FRENCH EMBASSY
PRESS & INFORMATION SERVICE

LOUIS MERMAZ
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

- Louis Mermaz, Socialist deputy from the department
of Isere, was a member of the National Assembly from 1967 to
1968 and again from 1973 on, winning election in 1973, 1978
§nd1;ggl. He was elected president of the National Assembhly
in . ‘

He served as Minister of Equipment and Tran .
: x: X 2 : sport
in the first Mauroy cabinet (May 22-June 23, 1981). S

Within the Socialist party, Mr. Mermaz has been a
membgr of tpe steering committee since 1971 and the executive
committee since 1975. From 1975 to 1979 he was the party's
national secretary. During the 1981 presidential elections
he was a delegate for Mr. Mitterrand. B

In addition to his functions at the nati

C onal
level, Mr. Mermaz is active in local government. He is
mayor of Vienne (pop. 26,000) in the Isére department
winning electidiin 19710 1977 af®® 1983. He also chairs
;hg ;gere ?egirtmental general council (51nce 1976) and is

ember o regi

2 ok e regional council of the Rhones—Alpes (since

, Louis Mermaz was born August 20, 1931 i i
He earned a doctoral degree in history ané sggse;geiiils'
taught modern history at the universify of Clermont-F :
He1ha§ published three books: Madame de Maintenon, M zrrand.
Sabatier and La Dynastie des Hohenzollern. . s

Mr. Mermaz is married and has three children
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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1908, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all pecple.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, March 15....Leaders of the American Jewish Committee have been told
by top French Government officials — including President Francois Mitterrand — that
despite differences between France and Israel, the two countries have "good, friendly
relations” with each other, and Israel's security is a "cornerstone” of France's Middle
East policy.

The statements were made during a series of meetings, held in Paris
February 27-March 2, at which leaders of AJC and the French Government discussed
a wide range of issues of concern to the Jewish community.

During the same mission the AJC delegation met also with the United States
and Israeli Ambassadors to France; the U.S. Deputy Delegate to UNESCO; the
Archbishop of Paris; prominent newspaper editors, and leaders of the French Jewish
community. The mission was organized by AJC's International Relations Department,
whose director is Marc H. Tanenbaum.

‘Howard 1. Friedman of Los Angeéles, AJC national president, reported on the
Paris trip at a meeting of AJC's Board of Governors, held this week at AJC national
headquarters here.

A major theme of the discussions with Government officials, said Mr. Friedman,
was voiced by President Mitterrand, who said that his country had "good, friendly
relations and trust with Israel, even though it is not always easy."

Mr. Friedman related also that President Mitterrand stressed his own good
relations with Jewish leaders and organizations in France, while French Foreign

Minister Claude Cheysson said: "France has a moral and political commitment to the

e Ore
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development of Israel as a state and people — she must enjoy the rights of all states
and peoples — that is the cornerstone of our poliey."

Commenting also that he was "responsible for the commitment of the European
Economic Community to Israel,” Mr. Cheysson added that during discussions of Spain's
entry into the Common Market, "we have made it a precondition that Spain must
have diplomatic relations with Israel in order to enter the E.E.C."

Describing the attitude of the French officials, Mr. Friedman said that "the
French Government clearly attached importance to our mission and arranged an
impressive series of meetings for us with the highest leadership in the Government:
the President and his two closest aides; the Foreign Minister; the Minister of
Commerce and Tourism; the Interior Minister; the Minister of Justice; the President
of the Foreign Affairs Commission of the National Assembly, and the Director of the
Cabinet of the Ministry of Industry and Research."

The themes that emerged from the meetings with Government leaders,
continued Mr. Friedman, included these:

1) "Virtually every French Government authority we spoke with began with a
spontaneous affirmation that France and the United States share a tradition of
common values which link the two countries together in & common destiny."

2) A general conclusion was that "while we have different approaches to a
number of...vital issues, we have shared values, and criticism should not overwhelm
our basic commitments to Israel and to peace."

3) "France identified strongly with the American view that the Soviet Union in
its aggressive, expansionist actions is a threat to democratic societies and a danger
to human rights."

4) "France believes in the need for a strong defense to deter Soviet militaristic
designs....At the same time, France will pursue a 'double-track’ policy of seeking to
improve relations with the U.S.S.R."

5) French officials said that their Government had "repeatedly informed the
Palestine Liberation Organization that France would never recognize the PLO unless
the PLO formally recognizes Israel under international law and accepts United
Nations Resolution 242." They also noted that President Mitterrand would not meet

the PLO's Yasir Arafat until he recognized the legitimacy of the State of Israel.

«suITIOTE
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6) In response to concern expressed by AJC leaders over attacks on Jews and
Israel at UN forums, a French official replied that "France does not go along with
that" and "generally opposes those attacks on every international battlefield."

7) The Minister of Commerce and Tourism said that France's $4 billion arms
sales to Saudi Arebia were for defense against Soviet expansionism.

8) The AJC delegation expressed its appreciation for the role that France
played at the Madrid Conference on human rights, particularly its support for the
cause of Soviet Jewry, and it also acknowledged the vocal support that the French
President and Foreign Minister have given to individual Soviet Jewish dissidents. "But
the group felt that France could do more to support the general movement of Soviet
Jewry and other dissidents whose rights have been denied."

Mr. Friedman announced that the French Government officials and the AJC
leaders agreed to schedule a series of follow-up meetings in France and the United
States.

Mr. Friedman reported also that the delegation had a "warm and friendly
exchange" with Jean-Marie Cardinal Lustiger, Archbishop of Paris, and the Reverend
Bernard du Puys, director of Catholic-dJewish Relations for the French Catholie
bishops. The two Catholic leaders, said Mr. Friedman, "spoke affirmatively about the
important progress that has been made in improving Catholic-Jewish relations in
France and elsewhere,” with Cardinal Lustiger adding: "The time has come for
another step forward, and soon."

Moreover, continued the AJC president, Cardinal Lustiger, discussing the
possibilities of establishing diplomatic relations between the Vatican and Israel, said
"he believed the atmosphere had improved for such a development to take place."
Added Mr. Friedman:

"The Cardinal, who is a friend of Pope John Paul II, said he had written an
article in a French journal supporting Vatican recognition of Israel 'as a dramatic step
forward,' and had received a positive response when he showed it to the Pope."

Turning to another aspect of the Paris mission, Mr. Friedman said that the AJC
leaders met with the United States Deputy Delegate to UNESCO, who "discussed in
frank detail America's distress over UNESCO's politicization in an anti-West and

anti-Israel manner."

«smore
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The UNESCO official, continued Mr. Friedman, "said the United States was
serious about bringing changes....and asked our assistance in organizing a
constitueney in support of the U.S. position."

Members of the AJC mission, in addition to Mr. Friedman, were Theodore
Ellenoff of New York, Chairman, AJC Board of Governors; Robert S. Jacobs of
Chicago, Chairman, Board of Trustees; Edward E. Elson of Atlanta, Vice President;
Gordon Zacks, of Columbus, Ohio, Chairman, International Relations Commission;
Leo Nevas, of Westport, Connecticut, Chairman, Task Force on Soviet Jewry; Mare
H. Tanenbaum, Director, International Relations Department, and Nives Fox,
Director, AJC Paris Office.

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
rights of people here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations
for all people everywhere.
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