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STETEHMINT OF THE. AMER ICAR JEVISH COMMITTEEZ IR.RESP'OHSE
TO PRO-PLO STATEMENT OF "SEARCH FOR JUSTICE AND EQUALITY" GROUP
. The American Jewlgh Cormittee condemns the soe-cd léd “Paléstinian
Human Rights Petition" issued: by the . pro-PLO group that cells itself
“Search for Justice and Pragax Equality in ‘Palestine” as a gross and
deliberate misbepretation of ;act and history and tha latest 1nstallment

of a carefully orchestratsd campaign of vicious anti—Israal propaganda,.

Ratber than’advancing the'cauée of genaine human rights, this
"petition" can only have the unfortunate effsct of strengthening the hands
of those extremists who manipulate the language of human rights to further
their.true objective: the destruction of thé State of Iarael. Eoreovef,
"the petition® is é disservice ﬁo"thg krnz cguse of trus reconciliatiﬁn.
Mot only doeaiﬁt ignore the gigns of hope repeesented in the current
ﬁiddle East pesce process, the “peﬁibion“,by 1ts unrdlenting hostility
to Israel and its patent ons-sidednéas'pollﬁtes the moral climate in wh ich
a true, 1ésting, and just Mqddle East peace will ultimately be aohiéved._

Not only are 1ts-assertions concerning tbé.actual history of
ghe Middle ﬁast and "the law" cérsless or sim@ly‘false, its "facts" and
 figures manufactured, and its sources eiher biased or misquoted, but the
trahsparent intent of its language snd allusions is to inflame. Following
are several illustrations of the petitiont's nmyths vefsua realities:

The petition -‘begins with reference to "the United Hationa ?artitian
Plan (Fovember 29,1947) which-calléd for the creation of Isrcel and a
Palestinian Arab State.” It then asserts thet the "UN resolttions end the

‘very besic right of self-determination camnot be selectively applied.” The

clear 1mplicatioﬁ is that'eithar'tha UN, or the United Staths, or Israel
selectively datermined to deny the ?alsstxmians the right to self-

defawminatioﬂ under the Partition Plan. when it actual fact Israalzacoepted
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the UN plan and the Padestinians and allied Arab nations rejected the
Partition Plan end launched a war of aggrassicn;againsf Isrssl, Having been
the,viotimiéers, they now seek-to'portfay themselves as innocént victims,.

The petition then calls for "negotiations between the chosen leadership
of both parties,” - Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs,= and then urged
the American governmént to "faciliate talks botween the Palestinian Liberation
Organization (PLO) and Isreel," and "to open such talks, 1tsBRf with the PLO."
The most effective responsse to t hat ciaim.that the PLO i1s ostensibly
"the chosen ieaderahtp“ of the Palestiniaﬂ people was given by President-
elect Ronald Regan when he declared at & recent press conferance:
| "I think the PLO has proven ﬁhaﬁ it is a terrorist organization, And I
Have said repreatedly I separate the PLO fpom the Palestinian befugaes. No

" Bne ever elected the PLO," (underlining ours, )

On Bept. L} 1§80, President-elect Regan further declared:

_"¢he PLO 1s said to represent the Palestinian refugeds. It represents
no ona‘but the leaders uho,established it as & means of orgenizing aggression
against Israel, and has murdered mors Palestinians thén it has Israelis. They ar
terrorists and should be identified as such, If others éish'bocbal with them,
let 1t be on fheir heads, And let them be willing t6 pay the pricse of
appeasement.” | '

- To the American Jewish Committee and undoubtedly to millions of
other Americans, it is moreally incomprehensible tbaf Christian lsaders would
uncritiécally support a terroribks group with.the blood of innocent civilian
men and whmen, end children on its hﬁnds, whose Palésfinian Natidnal Covenant
binds i1ts followers to the destruction of a sovereign nationéstate, that is
is intimately allied with Soviet expansionigm, and that has trained and
supported militarily the Islamic Revolutionary Council in Irén that hes

T2 Amacmad MA dmamanin hraetamease fm annbwavantian oFf all Intavnational 1laws.
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The "petition" thgp accuses Israsel of violatihg human fights as specified
in the "mited Nations Declaration of Human Rights and the Geneva convention,
By thus singling out iarael as thé_major-villain'an the Middle East and
on the intermational scene, and by judging-Israél alone by standards not
applied elgewhere tp Arab aﬁd other countries, the petiﬁion-exe@plifiea
the familiar Patfernlof.?LO apologists to portray Israel as some kind of
monster state, a pariah among the nations. _
Here, too, the most affedtive response cames from non-~Israelil and.
nondJewish sources. In 1979, the United States BDtate Départmﬁnt Country
Report on Human Rights Practices charqcterized Israel as "a full-feedged
parlinméntaty deﬁocracy—with exthemely high standsards of justice and human
rights."” In 1ts'19?8 study,‘Freedcm H;usa,.the non-partisan institution that
monitors the state of freadam around the world, identified Israel as the only
free" society in the Middle East.-
More recently, the_&overning“Board of'fhe'National Council of Chubchea
of Christ in the USA adoﬁted a "Poldéy Statement on the'Hiddle East" (Nov. 6,
1980) in which it declared: | o |
"The National Council of Churches recognizes the need to applf similar
standards of judgment to all cognt#ies &f the Hiddla East in questions of
human or minority rights,_ani to resist singling out only one country for
: parbiéular focus without due rQGOEnition of bther continuing human rights probl-
ems throughout the region," | |
- Earlier, 2mx®x a special Middle East Panel of the Netional Council
of Churches that inveétigabdd first-hand.the condit*ons of human rights
in Lebanon, Syrian, Jordan, Egypt, and Israel, concluded :
"The Panal was impressad by the extent to which Israsl bas sought
to provide as many righta as po=sible to a peopla under military occupation.

Freedom of the press, with only rare exeeptions, is evidenced in sharp

£
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' criticisms of many Bégin governmeh£‘pol&cies,-cﬂiticismsrxhat 2dd to
disseéting opinions and pfovide support for Paissﬁinian,caaﬂes. Freedom

- of spesch results in flery politi~sal rhetoric among Palestinian people in
East Jerusalem and elsewhere even though it occurs in 0ccupied territorjgkx;
Acts of defiance are tolerated by the Isrieli govermment, until understend-
ng?vousness.results in variocus formsg of cpllectiﬁe and and official
‘harrasament of enemeies of the States:. Nevertﬁelaés, criticiaﬁ of Israel
is slways more 1nten§e with regard ﬁo the &eniai of human and civil rights
in Israel than in other countries of the Middle E_st, PRZCISELY BICAUSE

OF ISRAEL'S CLAIM TO BE A DEﬁOCRATfC STATE.

"Furthef, the fanel stfongly underscores the need to apply the same
‘standards of Jjudgment to all countries of the Middle E:st'in questions of
human rights and to resiat.singling out anj one-éountry for pahticular
focus," |

The Amsrican Jewish Committee charges the pro-PLO organizers of
this "petitions" with having consciously and.maiiéiopsiy ignored the
violations of human rights of Cﬁristian,_Kurds,‘Muslims, Bahais and
Jews in Arab and Muslim countries in the Middle East and ﬁaving singled
out Isrsel as diécloaing the true propagandistic motivation of this
"petition." Fair-minded Americans will be far more accurately guided
by the findings of the U.S. Stata,Departmanﬁ, Freedom House, and the
Middle Esst Rmak Panel of the Natiinal Council of Churches than by
this vicious paliticizéd attack against Israel, "the only ’frag ! socliety
in the Middle East.™ _

Finally, the same sévere anﬁi-Israel_bias, and deliberate
disregard for the truth is reflected 1& the "petition's" regarding
"Israell settlements in the West Bank"” a s constituting a "a major

Israeli violation of the.Univgrsdy;gg;laration and the Geneva Convention,"
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while there are reppsctable argumants for and against current
Israel settlement pmkikizs policies, there is no substantial basis
for the charges that these policies are "illegal." Illegality presupposes
an'occupting‘powﬁr which has displaced a legitimate sovereggn. Jordan
and Egypu, epséctively dld not enjoy that status on th e West Bakk and Gaza.

Dr. William V, O0'Brien, professor of gOVGrnment at Georgetown
Unitersity notes, ‘

"...the West Bank was not and is not claarly‘the sovereign
_terrority of Jordan, froﬁ.ﬁhom RPN P PN - .17 derense in
1967. The West Bank is an integral part of the Palestine lMandate within
which a Jewish national home was to be created., In this sense the terrdnmbry
must be considered today'to be unallocated terrority.”

Tha_camp Dav id Accords of 1978 deliberately left open both the
question of settlements and the ultimate status pft;he West Bank., For
Isragl to accept in advance of negotiatiéns the principle that Israelis
cannot séttlg on the West Bank, is to mske unnecasgary'the negotiations
still mhesd, - |

This petition mekes clesr that Israel's enemies hopg to gain
fhrougﬁ a_oarefuily‘orchéstrated bropaganda campaign what théy_hava
_beqn'unablé to achieve in repe&tadlassaulﬁs on. the battlefield: the
weakéhing, and eventaal_undermining; of the Jewish Stats. The tapget
of this smeer campaggn. is the hearts end minds of Amsricen Christians,
whose supﬁort for Israel is based ont heir conviction thet Israel is
a feilow demoeracy - imperfect as is any nation - but with a proven
commitment to jusfice, liberty and hhuman rights -~ the only state in the
Middle Bast with such a record, and one of the few in a world in whiceh

freedom in a swindling commodity.
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Department of Historical
and Doctrinal Studies:

15 May 1979

Rev. Donald E. Wagner, Jr.
The First Presbyterian Church
1427 Chicago Avenue

Evanston, IL 60201

Dear Don:

Thank you for your note and the conference materials.
Having examined the vrogram carefully and read Fr.
Tarazi's paper c€eéveral times I have come to the con-
clusion that the conference format and the spot as-
"signed to me will not allow for any constructive con-
-tribution on my part. So it is with great reluctance
that I fihd it necessary to cancel my appearance. I
have wrestled with this at length since I am very loathe
to break commitments. In fact, this represents the very
first time in ten years of 1ectur1ng that I have taken
such a step.

As I indicated in my earller letter to you, I had hoped
for some dialogue on the question of Palestinian rights.
I agree the issue has not received sufficient attention
.and I do have reservations about Israeli policy towards
inhabitants of the West Bank/Gaza and of Israel proper.
But I also have criticism of Palestinian attitudes. I am
afraid that any negative comments I might make regarding.
Israeli policy would be misconstrued in the virtually
one hundred per cent pro-Palestinian make-up of the con-
ference's speakers. I also do not find that serving as
a respondent to Fr. Tarazi's paper would give me the op-
portunity to make my feelings known regarding the direc-
tions of the conference and the proposed call. I have
some basic agreements with his paper regarding the false
use of Scripture in deciding Middle East political ques-
tions. But I also have some fundamental theological
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objections- However, though I would be willing to debate
Fr. Tarazi on theological grounds, I am afraid that this
conference, given its goals and obaectlves, would not be
terribly interested in that debate.

Perhaps one day soon it will be powsible to organize a
genuine dialogue among Christians on the Palestinian ques-
tion. Such a dialogue is fairly lively even in Israel at
the moment. I feel it is a crucial issue. 1In a letter to
President Carter on the occasion of the Israeli-Egyptian
peace accord I indicated my firm commitment to Israeli se-
curity needs but equally as firmly to genuine autonomy for
the Palestinians. I am convinced that Israel cannot have
real security until the Palestinian question is equitably
resolved. And I understand Palestinian autonomy as some-
thing more than what hag been publicly offered by the Begin -
government thus far, though I feel that a beginning could
be made within the guldellnes of the present plan

A real Christian. dialogue on the subject will require a mix
of people far different from the group assembled at LaGrange.
Certainly the speakers on your program would be candidates

- for such a dialogue. But a substantial number of other people
would also be needed. And I still feel there has to be a
place for an Israeli response. The program this weekend, as
it has been set up, strikes me as a trial of Israeli policy
without benefit of defense. This goes against something very
deep within me both as a Christian and as an American who is
committed to a legal system in which the accuged must have
their say for a fair trial.

Well, Don. I am said enough. I am truly sorry to disappoint.
you by withdrawing from the ro@ter of speakers. But personal
integrity has made that a must for me. While you may not
agree with me, I hope you at least will appreciate my motiva-
tion. :

Hlncerely yours,

¥
(Rev ) John T Pawllkowskl. 0SM, Ph.D
Professor of Social Ethics
Member, Advisory Committee, Secre-
tariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations
National Conference of Catholie
G Bishops




THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
BO ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
NEW YORK, N. ¥. 10020

Jen. 8, '81

Dear Natelie,

Here 'tis. 4 bit of rewriting in the lead I didn't like, but so
it goes. I first was going to skip it, thinking it mostly anti-Jewish
clijue, but noted some surprise names in list, like Cox, and gen desk
thought we needed. '

luv and a good '81

George

GEORGE W. CORNELL
RELIGION WRITER
TEL. (212) 262.0070
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US Clergym2n Call ror Reduced Aid to Israel< "
"By GEORSE W..COENELL= ' , ¥

AP Religion writer=

NEW YCRK (AF) — About 400 Am2rican clerzymer, including several
bisnops anl some cela2brities, are calling for the Upited States to
reduce 115 aiil to Israel becaus2 of allegeld violatlons of human

In 3 statam2nt releaseil Tueslay, tne clergymen also sald the
Unitedl Stat2s ani Israel shouli each open talks witn the Palestine
Lib2ration Organization.

.Tne statemnznt, wnos2 sign2rs incluiel sone previous critics of
Israel, was to b2 deliver=di toilay to th2 Israeli =mbassy in
wasninvton, and sent to Prosiient carter, Pr2sident-elect Reagar
and other officals.,

It cnarges Israel witn violations of various princplas of tkre
United Nations d=sclaration of auman richts on the occupied West
Bank ani irn 3aza, iocluiing tortur2, annexation of territory,
property seizure ani jestruction, arbitrary arrests and collective
punishment. -

Israel nas deried such charsges in tne past.

Noting that Congress in 13975 pronibited econmomic aid to any
country engaging consistently ir “‘gross violations" of human
rignts, the statement saii:

“‘We ... call upon our government to reduce aid to Israel until
she recognizes the numan rights of tn2 Palestinian people.’

Signers of tn2 statement inclui=sa four United Metnodist bishops,
two of tnem retired, a retired Episcopal bishop, also Antiochian
Ortnoiox M2tropolitan Philip Saliba, :

Also, Catoolic anti-war activist, tne R=v. Daniel Berrigan, his
brother, ex-p.iest Phillip 2errigan, ani civil rights leader the
Rev. Jess= Jackson, who nave praviously criticised Israeli policies.

Other prominent signers includel Farvard University theologian.
Farvey Cox;j tne Rev. J. Pnilip dogaman, 1e3n of wWesley Theological
Seminary in Washington; the Rev. william wipfler, human rients
oftficial of tone Natiooal Council of Churches ani the Rev. Simor
Smith, executive sescretary of Ja2suit Misslions.

One Jew was among the sign=2rs: Rabbl Elmer Berger, leader of a
former anti-Zionist Jewish organization.

The signatures vere collectei by.: -Search for Justice ani
Equality in Palestine,’’ an orzanization which says it seeks human
rignts bota for Palestinlans ard Israsli Jews.

‘42 urgz th2 Israeli and American goverrments to recogrize the
right of Palnstiqlans to selt-iestermination, includirg an
indepenient stat2 in the Aest Bank anl Gaza 1f tney so decide,””
the statema2nt says.

It says ~“mutual accommodation b2tween Israeli Jews ani
Palestinian Arabs can only result from negotiations between the
chosen leaiership of botn parti=s”’ anil call=1 for na2gotiations
between the Onitedl States apgl toe PLO ani also between Israel and
the PLO.

AP-NY-21-27 2232EST<





