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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date Feb. 11, 1980
to © Marc Tanenbaum
from _ Joel Gallob
subject Refugeeé Study , Newsletger

This is a copy of what I expeect is the next-to=finaldraft of the
Tndochinese Refugee Study. One final draft will be required, in
which I'11 polish it up and hopefully, shorten it a bit. But 20
pages on such a large topic is not overly huge. I have not in-
cluded stuff on what the other Jewish groups have done, beyond where
it comes up naturally, for a couple regsons: First, my misunderstanding
of your directions on this particular and the fact that I have little
time to get that extra infos; and Second, my feeling that it is better
to get the record of your and the AJC's deeds down clearly rather
than to state or imply that these acts led others to do likewise:
such self-congratylation is usually self-defeatist in the-long run.

T have written and re-written down the material for the external
newsletter, and am still shortening it. But you will have to pick
and choose what goes ‘in and what deesn't.

The external newsletter has some stuff prepared, but more is needed.
I am trying to work on it and hope to finish it too. Hope.

Tt vemains -imperative (for me) that you read as much of the above
given material as possible and that we talk at length about the
writings. ' i ' i

WIiNPUBJOUIDLLS



. THE PLIGHT OF THE INDOCHINESE REFUGEES
THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE AND ITS INTERRELIGIOUS
_AFFATRS DEPARTMFNT

By Joel Gallob .

Those who do learn the lessons of historv must act to prevent
its repetition.

Tntroduction

" "There werg_lB'people_aboafd, jammed tbgefﬁéf in swéifering'élbsé;'”
pesg.l Thelman who greeted me was Nguyen Than, the father of the 8
children on the boat and 'captain' of ‘the decrepit vessel. He was a
Vietnamese Catholic from Saigon, a teécher in a mission school and com-
petant in English," wrote Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, the American Jewish
Committee's National Director for Interreligious Affairs, in December
1978, in a widely reproduced eésav.

I introduced.myself as one of the 14 member U.S. Citizens Cbmmis-
sion for Indochinese Refugees organized by the International Rescue
Committee.,.."

Than recounted for the Rabbi how he and his familv had escaped
Vietnam to plvy the turbulent waters of the South China Seé, and then
he said: "Rabbi, vou as a Jew will understand this better than most
people. As terrible as was the starvation... the worst thing of all
was the awareness that we were abandoned by the world... I now under-

stand what it meant to be a Jew in Nazi Germanv..."

" Part I: Overview

THE EXODUS
Since the North Vietnamese victorv in 1975, the refugee crisis in
Tndochina has come in waves.

The first wave, of some 135,000, left Vietnam with the last Ameri-
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can tfoopsf' Within two;yeaps; fhﬁ-exodus at sea had begun. It hov-
ered;at abou% 1,000- 1550ﬁ per month until late 1978, when it began

4o elimb. When Rabbi Tanenbaum made his first trip to the region with
the Citizens Commission, in February 1978, as the first official Jew-
isﬁ ;epresentative to visit all the major refugee camps, the outflgw
waé about_l,OOU a month; by the time of the second Citizens Commission
visit, in December.1978, it had riseh fOHZO,ODDL":,.‘ _ |

Tn the ‘summer of 1978, Vietnam forced some 180,000 to 200,000 of
its ethnic Chinese into China, and they kept leaving for China until
that nation reported it harbored 251,060 such refugees in September
1979, when the outlfow abated.

Vietném, by the summer of 1978, had itself received huge numbers
of bambodians fleeing the Pol Pot regime; figures for this refugee flow
range from 150,000 to 320,000.

By the end of 1978 Thailand héd received some i2n,000 refucees
from Cambodia and Laos. “Bv- July 1979, that figure had reached 250,000
--and the number of those fleeing Vietnam by boat had reached 245,000.
Perhaps another 200,000 had tried to do so, and drowned at sea. ‘While
the outflow at sea had abated bv the end of 1979, a new arm of the
crisis had reached huge proportions. Despite episodes of forced mass
repatriation by Thal border authorities, that country had by this time
developed huge refugee camps along its no-man's border with Cambodia.
Reports on the size of that population have ranged widely--perhaps
a half million is a reasonable estimate of the number in those camps.

The uncertainty of these and other figures could hardly obscure
tﬁe fact that since 1975 one of the largest shiftings of human popula-
tion ever has been and still is taking place in Southeast Asia. And,
because of the region's war-scarred history and the political antag-

onisms of the region, this movement has been accompanied by mass star-



vation, hunger and disease¥7and all of this has been in addition to
the slaughter of some 3 million Cambodians by the Pol Pot regime

that took power in 1975.

THE AN?3GONISMS ;

Impelling this human explosion have been ‘several forces vhose -
threads.haye been intertwined by history-;ihéiuding éntagonismé béfw;eﬂ
the Thai, Khvmer (Cambodian), Vietnamese and Chinese peoples; decades .
of anti-colonial and revolutiénary war; sweeping Marxist revolution and
subsequent repression and genocide; the Sino-Soviet disputej and the
Fast-Vest dispute.

" In Vietnam, reunification was followed by the suppression of class
and efhnic-—mainly Chinese--minorities. The government instituted a
policy of "re-education," followed by one of foreced migration and the
confiscation of the emigrants' wealth., In Cambodia, the Pol Pot gov-
ernment formed by Fhe Khymer Rouge depopulated the cities in order to
repopiilate the nation's agricultural base and to "purify" the nation-

of Western influences,"

and enforced these policies with a brutality
that guickly became genocide.

In Laos, too, the Pathet Lao victory led to another set of re-ed-
ucation camps, the suppression of ethnic minorities who had been on
the losing side of the cjivil war, a refugee.outflow, and most recently,
the use of poison gas against recalcitrant hill tribes.

In December 1978 the Vietnamese, after months of border clashes,
invaded Cambodia and ousted the Pol Pot government installing the Heng

Samrim one., The Pol Pot forces turned to guerilla war against their

conguerors, and thus war in the region continues.



GETTING FbOD AND SUPPLi[ES_ INTO CAﬂBODIﬁ.

‘In Noveﬁber 1979 six-Cbngresswomen met with Cambodian officials
and réceived assurrancés that supplies would be aliowea through to the
nétion's people. It was the first break in months of Yestern aid ef-
for%s; yet it did not mean the end of problems in relief delivery.

Two self—styled‘liberation movements had at the time emerged in
the Thai-Cambodiaﬁ border camps. The Thail government reduced aid to -
the camps,’ fearing it would reach these movements--which have dominated
and terrorized the camps--and thus prgvide the Vietnamese-backed Cam-
bodians with an excuse for a new invasion. And Phnom Penh, fearing
the supplies would reach these movements or the Pol.Pot forces, blocked
the delivery of food and medicines.

| But while the International Committee of the Red Cross and UNICEF
reported serious difficulties in distribﬁting supplies, the British
group Oxfam reported no such proﬁlems-~1argely because it was not de-
manding any oversight on where the supplies went. Some observors at-
tributed the distribution problems to the devastation of the nation's
roads and bridges; but recent refugee ar®ivals in Théiland report that
supplies were not being distributed in Cambodia and that some of the
supplies were being siphoned to Vietnam.

The Phnom Penh regime has had reason to be suspicious of Western
motives. It has wanted world recognition, while the U.S., supporting
China in the regional application of the Sino-Soviet dispute, has
helped to maintain the ousted Pol Pot regime as the one recognized
by the United Nations.

Soviet and East European supplies, Vietnamese officials contend,
have provided enough aid to prevent mass starvation. But the evidence
has clearly been otherwise, and the Russians have refused suggestions

that they coordinate aid supplies with those from the West.



Food and medicine "then, have become weapons in the area's struggles,

- with politics -aking precedence over the salvaging of human life.

" Part II: The Conscience of America is Moved

The JTnternational Rescue Committee recommended, after the first'
Citizens Commission trip, the addptign.of aA"long-rangévstrategy" to
admit more. pefugeés into the Q.S. and to speed up their processing.
ﬁt the time, about 16,000 refugees had been so admitted, but more than
100,000 were living in the refugee caﬁps.

Rabbi Tanenbaum noted then the lack oflpuhlic céncern for the
refugees' plight despite the "special responsibility" the U.S. had
to them. TRC Chairman Leo Cherne emphasized "the absolute necessity
of sanctuary” for all who fled Cambodia,land the IRC urged a more
generous admissions criteria for Laotian refugees, and urged thelUS.-
to appeal to all maritime nations to save boat people and all nations

of the region not to close their ports to the refugees.

INTERRELIGIOUS AFFATRS DEPARTMENT ACTIVfTIES

At the beginning of 1878, on January 29, shortly before the first
Commission trip to Southeast Asia, Rabbi Tanenbaum spoke about the
tragedy on his commentary on N.Y.C's radio station WINS and on 25 other
stations in the nation which carry his commentaries. He was the first
Jewish leader to become involved in efforts to bring the U.S. to the
aid of the refugees of Indochina.

The Judeo-Christian consciousness, strongly shaped by the experience
of exodus, he said, had already "become a significant force in leading

- the TRC to create a fact-finding committee..." to look into a crisis

that had become "an abomination.” The joruney,he hoped, would "drama-



tize xhé faéfs of this ﬁuman traged?...n
_:6ﬁ February'lz,_ﬁeitéld.his listeners that "This broadcastlis _
being féped-at'thé'aifport-in Seattie“.wheré the IRC CbmmisSion ﬁésl
:sdonuto 1eave-fpﬁ Southeést Aéia "to.deﬁelop a deéﬁer.understénding.éf
the magnitude of_this urgent_humanitéfina problem, énd tO'p50pose 4
comprehénsive prbgram for ﬁeéfing thesercfitical human needs.?_ |
_.Two wéeks later, hé rééalled bﬁlthe-airfthé terrible Sighfs'of__

the region, and urged, "The hterhational community must put"a'stop-;'.

| to thetindifference to human life, and.now."

INCREASTNG THE TMMIGRATTON QUOTAS ~

“As the crisis grew; the Carter adminiétratiqh periodically in- -
créased the U.S¢ immigrétion céiliﬁés for_fhe-refugées;_out of_hﬁméne_l
considerationsand bécause df.pressurenfrom grdups 1ike:the-IRC aﬁd thé
AJC.. But each time, the size of the problem grew and overwhglmed-{heA
. American response, and a new, larger one had to be decided upon.

On January 2#, 1978, the State Department announced-it'wdﬁld-alldw
7,000 more refugees into the U.S. than had been allowed (some 15,0005
‘the year befbfe. G /- | |

On March L8y the_Presidént sent to Congress a bill to tréble
the number Of immigfants entering under the non-parole immigration 1éws
from 17,400 to'SO,UUO bér year, and on March 26, the Attornéy General
.stated bt he.planﬁed'to parole in another 25,008 more. |

| On March 29, President Carter annouﬁbed a new policy, and on June.
4, Attorney General Griffin_Beil_stated that it would go into effect
10 davs later. It called for the granting of parole Entfaﬁée 25,000 _
Tndochinese up to Méy 1, 1979 half were to be boat.ﬁeopie, the otﬁer._ﬁ
half land refugees from Thailand.' As part of this policy, Secretary

of State Crrus Vance requested that all U.S. maritime vessels plying



the region‘3wwafers pick up hoat people they meet; and assured the
| governments of the region thatb the U,S. would give "prompt and sym-.
pathetic consideration for admission to the United States on a case-

by-case basis for those rescued at sea.

THR'AJC'CONvENTION_

.The'Aﬁeriéan;JEWish Coﬁmitteg, at its 72ndIAnnual Conﬁenticn'in-
”ﬂéy;i978; ﬁafned'that_“if_published peports...are-eveﬁ'ﬁaﬁtially'tfué,
then the scale of murder (in Camhodia)u.;‘appfoaghes the enormity of
the Nazi éxferminafions." It.called ﬁpon the dévéldpiﬁg nations to .
rpétest the élaughter, énd'pﬁon the U.S. Aftdfney'General to ﬁse his
paréle power t6 bring into the U.S. "the thodsandé‘df'Cambodiéﬂ fef—
ugees;.._ianhailand."-' — | | |

Chang_Song; the 1ast_Minis*er_bf Informatiqn_iﬁ'préfCommunis% Camr '
bodia,'told-the Convention that'obﬁ-thifd of the Khymer pebple had
been killed.and_pleaded that "Thé.time has come to put an_end'tc_these
terrible crimes agéinst huménity." . -

Morton Yarmon, the AJC's Director for Publicity, joinédiﬁongresSaan
Stephen Solazr in delivefing a resoltuion urged President Carter to
"invite the leaders of the democrétic nations © meet with him to con-
sider (how) to bring the maximum moral and political preésure against

the reign of terror” in the region.

THA HAI HONG IS SAVED _ - L -

| On November 22, 1978, on the éﬁe of the Comﬁission'slsecond trip
to Southeast Asia, the AJC called.upon President Crter énd Attbrﬁey
General Bell to admit the 2,500 refugeeé_aboard the Hai Hong fréighter.
Recalling;the fate of the St. Lduis--which,_in.1939, denied entry to e

the U.S. and other nations, returned to Furope to face the infernos~--



the AJC urged 1mmed1ate actlon to save the Hai Hong and to meet the

lar?er CPlSlS.
On Novemberl27 P;esiaea% Carter stated thaf-he would ask Congress '
to.. allow yet another 15, 000 more V1etnamese 1nto the U S. durlng the'_-
- Follow:mg 81x months._ Then the Attonney General announced that the
U.s. would take in. 2,500 refugees from Malay51a, whﬁch in turn would
take In the Hal Honp reFugees. And on Nov. 29, the Attorney General.“

stated he would 1et in’ 21 8?5 more Tndochlnese refugees.

The Fal Hong had been saved, and the U. S, and the world was becomlng'

.. more aware of the horror in the revlon.' "Jews must feel a very special -

emDathy for the boat. people,“ noted Rabbl Tanenbaum on Dec. 1 because
their’ desperate pllghI recalls the tragedv of Jewish refugees.;. |

| _ On November 26, 19?8, the_Rabbl 701ned HIASaEx. Director Gaynor
Jaeobsen and the AJC's David'Harpis in taping 'a pregram, which:aifed 13
the following month, on "The Jewith Community and the Plight of the
Tndochinese." But whlle the Jew1sh communitv, aﬁd much of the world,

- had begun to dlrect its labors to saVﬁng the re¥ugees, the Yletnamese

were pushing even more refugees out to sea.

THE CPISIS AND THE CONCEPN GRCN.

Fmﬁle the Pltlzens Commlss1oa was in qoutheast Asis for 1ts gecond
tour of the area, in Dec. 1978, the crisis was growlng worse. ‘The exo-
dus had reached 20,000 in the month of.November,fand “The numbers were .
to centinue'to climb. . . |

Rabbi Tanenbaum'stessay on his'first trip. Qas_released by the'
Interrellgjous Affairs ﬁepartment aﬂd it appeared in newspapers around
the natlon 1n Decemher. " The sfory of hls meeting with Nguyen Than .
and other boat_peopleawat the fime'still-the most desperate of the

refuﬁees--appeaped in such newspapers as the Long Tsland Newsday,




.

ish News.. Copies of the essay were sent by the TAB to such -Christian
leaders as Tlmothy Cardlnal Mannwng, Archbishop - of Los Angeles, and
' iHumberto Cardinal Muderlos, Prchbishop of Boston.
| ' * i 3 *
' WorTe concern led to theconvenlng of a conferenee in Geneva on . .
' Dec._ll.- Attended bv 38 natlons, 1arge1y from the West and from the
affected reglon,_lt heard_U.L. Under Seeretary of State_Dev1d Newsom
pfge-fhat ;the internationel coﬁmunity—-and'not iust e’few,nations—-
mustfreSPQnd“ to the crisis. Eut.precious 1itt1e'eﬁerged_from the
conferenee beyond a sligﬁf increase'iﬁ the world's pledged;veeriy
' eﬁmigration quotas from'less thanTBO,OUU fo 82,250.'The'best'eoncefned
'spokesmen could say was tﬁat it had fecused world-attention én the_
problem. - ‘ | &

‘B, &

Back from Southeast Asia, the Rabbi continued to speak of what
he had seen and of what needed to be done, both on his_radio broad-~
casts and in his numerous;personal apﬁearances;

:.eOn Dcember 17, he asked his listeners, "Wﬁat better_chfistmas.or
Chanukah gift can.yod give yourselves than to help-redeeﬁ these human
1ivee“by-sponsoring a fefugee into the U.,S. | -

In January of the new vear, he was remindinp people over fha air
of the "mawor response 2% bv €atholic, Protestant and Jew1sh"_organiza—
tions the crisis had eliclted The National Council of Catholic Bis-
_hcps, the Mational Council_of Chufches, and the AJC, he said, had all
sent messages fo the President end Congrees_urgiﬁg the.dohbling of the
natibn;s immigration quotaé to 1# 000 Der'month. |

That same month he SDoke beFore the Jew’sh Communlty Center in

Mllwaukee under the ausplces of the AJC and a number of Chr1st1an and -



10
intenfaith.groups; on June-17,. on the air, he spoke of.what he had
seen in Thailand; in Oétﬁbefg,he addressed the Interreligious Rask
Force on Soviet Jéwry;s Lea&érship Conference in New York, 1inkiné

the oppression in Eastern Europe with the horror in Southeast Asiaj

on Nov. 4, on the ai# again, he urged that politics and ideology not
be giveﬁ precedence over humah life in the politics of aid; and later
that month he spoke in Colﬁmbia, South Caroliné,vwhere his ﬁords
sparked sevéral religious and interreligious efforts at fund-raising,
community action and political preésure on behalf of the refugees. As

1979 drew to a close, he was back in New York for a teach-in on Cam-

bodia, at which he was one of the kading speakers.

THE AJC II

The AJC called, once again, fpr an increased U.S. response to thg
crisis on Aprill4, 1979. AJC President Richard Maas urged "the Malays- -
ian and other governments in Southeast Asia to come to the aid 6f the
Vietnamese refugees now." Malaysia had only a few days before turned
back a boat which then capsized at sea, losing all 100 passengers. "While
other nations, including the Unietd States, are in the process of ma-
king the necessary arrangements to oféer haven to these homeless people,”
Mass stated, the nations of the region must help keep them alive.

On June 20, Maass wrote a cabel to President Carter which stated
"They must not be abandoned bv the civilizedworld." He urged the Pres-
ident to "lead our government, the American people, and the internati-
onal community... in mobilizing on an emergencv basis an effective
response." This, he wrote, should include a sea 1ift using U.S. Navy
and maritime vessels; doubled immigration quotasj; and the opening of

Guam or another island as a place of temporary refuge. "VWe velieve

that the moral sanity and civility of the human familv depends on our
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; wholehearted:response,".Maass vrote.
'é‘ % % : _ - '
~ In Washington D.C., the AJC repfesentative-to the nation's cap;
ital,bHyman Bookbinder had in August 1978 worked with members of
the Congress in passiﬁg the Dole ammendment, which authorized the
Attorney'General.to pérole'lsgoon additional Cambodians into the US
and the funds needgé for theif proce-sing., He worked with Congress-
man Stephen'Soléfz and together they urged the Senate-House conferees
té incorporate the Cambodian measure into the final bill--which was
signed bv the President. .

In June, 1979, Bookbinder'wrote an essay on "Jewé and the Boat
People'’ fof the Washiﬁgton Pbst: the escuse used by Germans and non-
Germans alike during the Holocaust--"we didn't know"--"simply won't
be available for any of us in years to come," he warned.

"The UNited States had done, in a statistical sense, more than its
fair share, accepting 70% of the 300,000 refugees resettled in the last
four vears. But it can do more, and must do more..."

"No we will never be able to tell our grandchildrem. ..  that we
didn't know. We know. We've known. Will wehave done enough?"

Later, in Peteber-31878;-Beekbindev-attended-a-fua July, 1973, he
attended a press conference held bv singer-activist Joan Baez to
publicize her then-mpcoming concert for the boat people; and he attended
the conert, on July 19. In October, he joined other notables in a
fund-raising party hosted by -Baez for the refugees. And in each case,
he provided those in attendenﬁe with a Jewish humanitarian perspective

on the crisis and the response that it regquired.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES

Twenty-four nations, most from”the affected region, met in Dijarkarta
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on May 15, 1979, to disepes the situatioe. Little mere came out of
N the eaﬁhering {hat_aﬁpromise:by;ﬁietnam-to'let fhe.ﬁoﬁ,ﬁﬁﬂ of its.

.-peoﬁle who wanted to 1eave do so. if the West could_guarantee them
haveh—-a prohiee_ehich most attendees fook to be.more in the way'of”e
a threat. B ; o |

-.The seven indistriaiiged_wesfern”nafionS'edon met inha Toyko

summit, and President Carter thefe-anneunced, onrduae 27, that the
montlyh intake by the U, S weuld ee doubled to 14'0b0 per month,
© and that the U.s. would prov1de add1t10nal funds to the U. N ngh

Commlseloner for Refugees for its program in the reglon.

 INTERFAITH PRESS CONFERENCE

The president’s announeements were hailed by three religioﬁs lead-
‘ers who met in New York City to glve an inter® alth press conference._ |
On June 28, Rabbi Tanenbaum 101ned_Can1nal Terence Cooke of New York,
Rev. Paul McCleary of the Chureh World Service, and Rev. T. Grady
.Mangham of the Natlonal Ass'n of Evangelicals in a warnlno that the 31£-
uatﬂOn “threatens to become the greatest humanltarlan crisis of thls '
decade." They urged the Pre51dent to ppomote increased adm1551ons by
other nations, ‘to establlsh transit cente“s for the refugeee, and to
use mllltary transport 1f needed to get those already cleared for en- o

try to the U.S. 1nto the country.

'THE SECOND GENEVA CONFERENCE

With the announcement-of plans to hold anotherdinternationai con-
ference in Geneva,.AJC_President Richard Maaes issued a statement noting
that it was ﬁa weleome beginning; but on1§ a beginning,' in lighf ofl |

the failure of previoﬁs such efforts., This time, the conference suc-



C1b
ceeded in geising'éiSO million for the.refugees-—bﬁf.$125_ﬁi11ion'of
: that came in’pledges frdm.the U8, ..

- More importantiy, fhe.viethamese promised they would make evepy
effdftlto stop iilegai deparfueeg for a reasonable_pefiod.of'fime.
There_were qualmeiabout the world's having, in effect, endorsed a to-
talifarian state's clpsinglits exit_doors3 but the'ﬁromise seemed to
bode a etemming of.the:tide of human.suffering:thatzwas landing on

the beaches of_Sbutheast'Asia.

. PROTESTS IN THE U.S. S
In New Yepk, on July 16, IAD Asst. Director Rabbi A. James-Rddiﬁ .
 spoke at a raily across fhe_stréettfrom'the United Nations which had
dbeen'sponsored'bv the Committee Against Genocide in Vietnam and ﬁhich;v
 the AJC 8 New York Chapter headed by Haskell Lazare, had helped or—.
ganize. The Rally to Save the Boat Peonle drew about 10 000, along
wlth speakers not only from the c1ty s Chinese populatlon, but Cona
_gresswomaﬁ Elizabeth Holtzman, Congressmen Willian Green and Ted Weies,
Bishop Wetmore of the Episcopal Dioeese of New York, Martin.Beguﬁ of
the Aﬁerican Jewish'ﬂongress,unonald McAvoy df the Nationel'cdnfefence
of_Chfistiané and Jews, and civil fights leader Ba&ard Ruetin. |

.Rabbi Pudin drew the parallels between the Jewish refugees of an
earlier world crisis and the boat people, and clocluded by noting that
America, as John Kennedy oﬁce wrote, "is a'nation of immigrations,™
and one which hlstory would judge harshly if it fails to meet "this -
moral and human crisis.” .I

Two days later in Washington, Joan Baez held her press.cenference
.and'the_follbwing.day, her rally Eor the'boat.people drew a crowd_es-
 timated by Bayard'Pustin at'Bs 000. | |
In October, the AJC endorsed and was one of the sponsors of a

_.concert at Averv Fisher Hall in New ?Brk'to raise funds for the ref-”

‘ugees,
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THE " AJC IIT--0PEPATION BOAT BEOPLE AND ITS PR?DFC?SSOR%

On Junél27 1979, the AJC urged its Area Phapters to trv to have
brlnted in thelr 1ocal newspapers a brief op-ed story on_the.refugeesz.
whlch urged the U.L. to take the ?ead in- "meetlng the. catastrophe."
RecallJng the Folocaust refucees, it warned, "We must not.péfmit ﬁis-'
-tory to repeat itself with the 'boat people',ﬁ- .

. Exactly one mbnth later thé Comﬁittea sent'fo all itSIEPEa Di-
rectoss an Actlon Plan which suggested numerous p0551b1e courses of-
actlon around the crlsls,'wﬁlch 1ncludedd Phapter efforts to Sponsor
'rgfugees, worklng w1th other Jewlsh and Chrlstlan groups to plan press
 éoﬂferences, educational fdrﬁms; infeﬁféifh,servicés, meefiﬁgs with
elected officiéls,'andlreligious'and iﬁterreiigioﬁé media and fund-
raising efforts. pr= -

Then, on August-3ﬂ,-AJC Executive Vice_Rresident'Bertram'Gold an- .
nounced thaf the Committee was 1auﬁching Obératidn Boat Peoplé——é cémpaigr
1nvolv1ng the Committee's 86 branches stlll further in the effort to
save the refugees., _ - _

Hundreds of American.Jews.had sbdn-dalled the AJC to aék what they
could do to help, and'wer.e referred to fun.d—raising groubs; to__A_JC |
'branchés'ih théir locale, and 1étér, after it was initiated on Dec. |
27m 1979, to the AJC's own Cambodia 8id Fund. | |

Meanwhilé, across America, the AJC's local chaptérs——m&ny of which
had already begun such effqpﬁs--ﬁtafted to move in a centrally co-ord-
inated fashion. In city after city, AJC Chéﬁtefé met with Christian
gfoups,.held press conferences, began forums and fundraisers, and wérked
to éponsor refugées or bpeh holding plaées for tﬁe-refugees who had -
arrlved in the U.S.

In Dallas, even before Operatlon Boat PeopTe, the Chapter Chalrman,
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}-Leon Rabln,lsent the text of AJC President Maass's telegram-to the
the Chapter :
Dre51dent to the loeal newenaper, and/began to work on the CPlSlS.
: In Pouston, the AJC Chapver 1oined the Jewish Famlly Qerv1ee to
etart a local resettlement operation. I
Tn P1ttsburgh the local Chapter, headed bv Jonathan Lev1ne, sent
e repreeentat;ve:to a coalltlon bulldlng.meetlng.on AUgust l3._Qut
. of this developed eh interfaith_eteering commi{tee.wﬁich began to
' receive iocal-pubiicify for its efforts, and which evolved into.a
. large‘BoatlPeople.Coﬁmitfee which'worked to get eeenSOPS'and te opeh.
a local federal propertv for the refupees. | |
In San Pranc1sco, the AJC Bay Area Dlwector; Ewnest Welner, ap-
"peared on TV statlon KCBG'S Dopular Afternoon Maga21ne show to speak
on the unique Jewish sens1bﬂ11ty to the crlsls. ThlS August show
Droduced a large nunber of phone calls from viewers, many of whom
wanted ti work with refugee aid organlzatlons.
Also in August, the Los Angeles Chapter President, Pael Ziffren,

wrofe:to the prestigeous L.A. Times to reiterate the AJC's three-

' pronged-approach to the crisis--that fhe-U.R; Navy'end otﬁer_eessele,"
should pick up all refugees at seaj; that Guam or anotﬁer islaﬁd shouidi
be opened as-a transit eenter; and that other:nations must'alsq be
moved to ZERXX®R increase their admiseions levels.

- The following month, thelL.A. Chapter <oined an 1nterre11é10us
prees-conference_for the bdaf people. Tt invadlved Catholic, Epis-
copelj'Presbjterieh and Methedist as well as Jewish leadefs, and mme
wes one of the first such efforts in that citv. The interreligious
‘coalition thaf.thus developed began to work on a private airlift of
. medical supplies *to Meiaysia. | |

In October, in St. Louis, the local Chapter voted to sponsor a.

-refugee family. Mrs. Bernard Colton and Ms. Mont Levy, co-chair-
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persons of the boat people proiect there, coordinated the chapter's
participation in the pesponsé to the crisis. 0One of the first local
ﬁrcups to do so, it worked with others also.activé_in the effoft,
including the'Jeﬁish Familv Service and HIAS. The entire Chapter
éhipped in to offer éverything from Elbthes and furniture to birth
control counseling; money and dricing services‘to the refugees.

In Atlanta, in November, the local Chapter joined existing Jewish,
Catholic and ﬁaptist—sponsored resettlement efforts. It began work
on forming an interfaith steering committee designed to develop a

"communityéwide strategy" to meet the crisis.

WISCONSIN TINDOCHINA REFUGEE RELIEF, INC.

Perhaps the most extraordinary response came out of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, where Elmer Vinter, a former AJC President, was instrﬁmen—
tal in forming the Wisconsin IndoChina Refugee Relief, Inc., project.
Inspired and managed by members of the Medical College of Wisconsin,

the community-based coalition began to raise $100,00N to send ° - .
a medical team to the camps of Thailand, with the hope of.ultimately
sending four such teams onda revolving basis. By early December,
its fund-raising and materials and volunteer raising effort had gone
so well that itwas hoping to bhe able to adda fifth team to the project.
Fach team consists of five doctors and a nurse--all volunteers. In
addition, WICRR undertook to send an initial shipmént of 1,000 tons of
food, medicines and medical equipment to be used in Thailand.

The state of Wisconsin did its part, providing the proiject with a
full hospital unit with its own power generator; and Winters received
$200,000 worth of medical supplies in donations.

The first medical team was scheduled for flight to Thalland in

January 1980. And while the poiject was being organized, Winter went
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to Los Angélés, to speék ;bout his project and try to‘help two local
Rabbis replicate it in that city.

The Milwaukee Chapter, with which Winter remains affiliated,
joingd with the Catholic Social Services, the Jewish Federatioﬁ, the
United Way and other-grou?s to coordinate a.city—wide effort to iden-

tify sponsors and provide imﬁigrants with housing, education, jobs,

english training and other forms of support.

A RAY OF HOPE ; ;

On August 6, 1979, some weeks after the Geneva conference at which
the Vietnamese stated they would try to stop the outflow, the U.S.
Admiral in command of all U.S. Navy ships in {he South China Sea,
Rear Admiral Ernest FE. Tissot, reported that the outflow from Vietnam
had "reduced con31derab1v ¥

By October 14, the" New York Tlmes could report that, for the first

time, the outflow of boat people refugees residing in the camps to new
homes had'exceeded the inflow of new refugees. The boat people crisis
had begun to abate. But there was soon to come reports from Thailand
of the development of huge encampments of Cambodian fefugees along the
Thai-Cambodian border. And there was no way of guaranteeing that the

coastal outflow from Vietnam would not grow in size once again.

TESTIMONY TN WASHINGTON, WITNESS IN S.E.ASIA
On Dec. 18, 1978, Rabbi Tanenbaum attended a conference sponsored
by the Citizens Cimmission on Indochinese Refugees at the Center for
Strategic and International Studies in Vashington D.C. That same day,
the Commission submitted a detailed report en the polities and the needs
| »f Southeast Asia to the House Subcommittee on Asian and Pacific Af-

fairs.of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, chaired by Rep. Lester Wolff.
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Rebbi'Tanenbeum testified beFdre-the'qubaommiétee-on fhe'mos£
recent developments in qoutheast Asia and the continuing urgency of
rellef action for the Deonle oF the “egxon..

- "My experlence on two Fact finding missions to all of the ref—
_ugee camps ‘in qoutheast 451a 11terallv changed my llfe... That was an
experlence whose only antecedent for me was Berpen~3elsen and Dachau.
- There were the eame starved bodles, ‘wracked with fever_and disease...

the only differenée-nowwas thelpigmentation of'their skin.ou"

"I simply Cannot'uﬁderstand how the internafionai coﬁmueity'cann
&9 on with- 1ts c0nvent10nal affalrs and not feel the urgent sense
that the. sanlty of manklnd is at etake here,"

"The cruel irony is trat there is ‘the " canacifv”fo'erovide that
(needed) food now.; It is on the borders of the country, and the whoTe'
~issue of whether human hElHES will be kebt alive or will dwe depends
~on politics and 1deology, that is, the callous Dresumptlon that bus—'
iness is usual.” | |

"How many_Nazi holocausts, how many Camhoﬁian genocides can the
'world endure and regard itself as worthwhile to contlnue," he - asked.

- full page
‘On January 10 -the AJC ran an/adVertlsement in the New York Times .

; ’ur'ging reader-s to "Do a M.‘-;.-Tzvah. S‘ave a Llfe,_," by contrlbutlng money
to Camhodien relief. Four davsfhter,'the Rabhi attended e-White_House
eonsulta‘tion._on Cambodia, at _&g’hich 1;éras.'-armIc_n.u‘xce-d the formation of a |
National Cambodia'Crisis'Cqﬁmittee,'designed to link the capabilities
of the government with those.ef leading citizens to further mobilize
'Americans to help save those lives. The Rabbi is one of the members’
of that Commlttee. |

;Hen, in earlv February, 1n a dramatle effort to brlne supplies
: aﬂd worldlettent;on to the Cambodlan refugees, he went to Bangkok with

a host of other notables including Liv Ullman, Jean Baez, Flie Wiesel
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‘and others fd try to hring,ap IRC sponsored relief convoy through the
jungle to the swelling camps. While the Thai government, fearing _

a Cambodian govefnmenf response to the convov if it entered disputed_
territory, blocked its going to the camps, it brouﬁﬁt additional
supplies to the regio@ as well as a kind of international witness to

the-suffering of the refugees.

b £ %

While the tragedy  is far from over, especially in Cambodia,

the AJC could state during the summer of 1979 that "Catholic, Protes-
tant; Jewish and Rvangelica; refugee and immigration‘agencies have made
a magnificent contribution. .. bv resettline.. nearlv 75% of the 210,000
refugees who have come to our shores.” And when the full hiétory of
the Indochinese refugee crisis is written, the response of America's
religious, and particularly, its Jewish, community, will be seen as

one of the few bright ravs of light in é grim tragedy. This resﬁonsé
has already proven that thoise who do 1¢arn the lessons of history are
moved to prevent its repetition. This time, mankind--lead in bart by
its spiritual leaders--Has not sat idly ﬁv, feigning ignorance and

evidencing unconcern.





