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From RABBI SHERWOOD H. WEIL




The Jews of South Africa: Another Interpretation

by Sherwood H. Weil

Ilhave not spoken to Dick‘Lampert since June, 1976. It was. then
that I phoned many of my friends to bid a sad farewell. After living in
Cape Town for four years, and sharing in the affairs of the Jewi;h-
Community of South Africa, I had come to know and 1ové many friends.

Leaving meant more than the mere adios; or shalom which easily rolls _

~ off the _tongue and does not involve one's guts, my frj ends and I knew we .~

might never see one another again

Since then, D1ck Lampert preached a sermon to his congregation,
_-which inspired qu1ck and active response. It was on Yom Kippur. A
‘member of the congregat1on considered the rabbi's message to be |
stimulatingly controversial and reported the matter to the securxty _
police. The rabbi was visited at home py the security branch. They_
carefully perused his library shelves, searching for banned books no
doubt; and, regardless of what they said (South African quicé are.
ordinafily éuite polite) they scared the hell out of Dick and his -
family. * The irony 1ies_1n the fact that Diqk loves his country and 1t5
. peoples. He speéks Engliﬁh,and Afrik&ahs and deeply appreciates the
_.ethnic identity of the Afrikaaner. It was hé who laughed at my reasons
i far wanting to:get hynfamiTy out of that.country; He had visited the
U.S}-on1y mbnths before and was thrilled to return home. Why, he asked,
would anyone in his right mind want to Teave so beautiful and wide a
land, a country'oflmajesty, human and mineral resources? I am'afraid

to write to him now. 1 somehoﬂ feel that my interest may inspire the



security branch to pay another call. I also believe that my previous
letters to him were not delivered. I do not want to be the cause of
further embarrassment or heartache for Dick. however, I_do.want to make

public t@e_diIemma with which Jews live in South Africa.

Although South Africa is in the news nearly every day, there is an
abysmal lack of understanding among infqrmed ﬁmericans of the problems
confrenting-that society; the complexity of South African politics isIQ
kaleidascopic. There are at least nine African tribes, or nations, .
two major white groupings; the Coloured Community,_thé Indian and Malay
Communities as well as beripheraT white groups such‘as Jews, Italians

and Greeks. Rarely do any of these groups agree on anything.

South African Jews afe undoubtedly part of the white population.
It is perfectly 1éga1 for Jews to marry non-Jews (providing they-are
“white), to live in fhose parts of cities and towns resefved for white
occupancy, to hold any job in the economy, to eat in restaurants, attend
theaters ﬁithout restription, and fully participéte in sports. Like
" other whites, Jews cannot marry non-whites, enter non-white areaé_after
dark without the.appropriate go;ernment pass, or have lunch out with
a black colleague or black friend. Jews are also subject to South-
' Africa's security legislation which permits the arrest and indefinite
incarceration of anyone-deemed a security threat, by the Minister of
Police, with no recourse possible'through the courts. There is no
Bill of-nghts. There is no sebaratidn of the powers of guverﬁment;.
These unique institutions of American Law aré not part of the
parliamentary form of government as practiced in South Rfrica.. The
legislature writes the laws, the executive, being a branch of the

parliament enforces them, and the judiciary, though independent,
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has thé_power only to determine-tﬁe merits of pafticu1ar céses;_ ;
There .is no mandate by which the judiciary reviews legislation.
ConsequentIy,'security_1aws which fly in thg.face'of humaﬁ decency and
which écho the decrees of other tyrannies caniot be thrown out by the
courts. A judge can decide who is guilty or innocent, but if the

“accused is néver brought to trial the entire facade of justice cracks.

ﬁhat constitutes a threat to state security? llhy was 5 rabbi
"1nterv1ewed“-after critfcizing his country's government from the pulpit?
Outside of the obvious activities of terrorists and real or imagined
subversives, jﬁst abouf'any political aqfivify cén be interpreted to fit
the bill. For example, on November 18th and 19th, 1976, the ‘New York Times
_ reported the arrest of nine nen who were aidind.b1ack workers in,;heir
effbfts to organize a labor union. The black worker has no rights. He lives
" in a township in which most homes deserve to be condemned and demolished
because they_;;e,unfit for humén habitation. .His wages are pﬁihéticﬁ]}y
Tow. Work stoppages or strikes result in hungry .black children &nd have
little ef}bct on Jndustry, The b1ack'§orker pays taxes; but free -
education is provided only for white childrén. This is to say nothing of
the migratory, contract labor éystém wheréby.b1ack ﬁen 1ea§e their homes
fo weﬁﬁ fn_cities. They cannot bring_their Faﬁilies with them. In many
cases they wif1_visit‘theif'wives and children for only one month é year.
The a]ternativelis starvation ‘for them ali.: There are many nuances , and

the grosser aspeéts of apartheid are already well known.



The Jéw who Tives fn this environment has é number of choiceﬁ.
He can close his eyes t6 tﬁe realities of South African Life and enjoy.-
the material fruits of a high standard of living. He thereby tacitly
cooperates with-thelstructure and, perhaps, contributes to its success.
Or, he can become an eprnent of the cause and actually join in the
effort to suppréss'criticism of the government. He can also emigrate,
leaving behind family and Iife1ohg'friends, as well as the majority of
his material wealth (South Africa has a 1imit to the amount of capital
an emigrating family can take out of the country). Those who,
unfortiunately, have joined themselves to the Afrikaaner cause and who
have supported the government's tragicaTIy stupid policies have chosen
the coward's response. 'Few Jews have aone S0, for this reqﬁires making
friends with ar;ogance, biﬁotry and white supremacy. Those who disagree
with government policjés buf love the country of their birth hope for the
best but cohtinue, it is true, to enjoy the advantages of white pedple in

South Africa.

The majority of Jews are, in fact, in disagreement with the Nation-
alist Party's program and they vote for one or another of the opposition
parties which, though artiéulate, are politically powerless in the face

of the overwhelming majority of the Nationalist Party in Parliament.

Jewish youth-are quiet. Student activist groups, when.they arise
are réﬁid]y infiltrated by the Security.Po1ice and_broken up. Public
protest is not a legal right fn:South Africa. Such gatherings, when
.they occur, are immediately'confrpnted by strong, if, at first. polite

police action; the leaders are arrested or banned.



Others simp]y emigra;e to England, Australia, the Unitéd States
or Israel. Those who leave'are.bften highly qua1if1ed.doctbrs, dentists,
teachers, techniciéns and scientists. This "brain-drain" weakens the
-Jewish and geheraT community; ﬁnd actually exacerbates fhe.prnb1em by |
skimming off many of those who might function as valued members of a

,meaningful opposition. .

From an Americaﬁ'slpoiht of view the Southern African prbb]em
seems to be fairly cut an& dried. With an iron hand, a white minority
government rules a diseﬁfranchised black majority. This is immoral
' énd requires reactions of revulsion and righteous indignation. For
American Jews it is'ﬁartfcularly puzzling that South African Jews, for
the most part, sit iqu by » do not cry out prophetically against the sins
of their soéiety, but fully participate in the easy life-style even
though they know better. They may privately voice their dismay over
" their government's actjons. However, they choose the easy privelege
| of_South African Whites rather tﬁén the moral stance of opponents to

tyranny.

But the simple answer is inadequape, the ¢1ib judgement is insuf-
ficient. It does not account for the complex reasons South Africa is
the wéy it is, nor fCr-the serigus difficulties thai country's history
imposes upon the prgseht. It does not account for traditional Afrikaaner
respect for Jews, generous contributions by Afrikaans speaking South
Africans to the Israel emergency war fund in 1973, nbr the good diplomatic
and economic ties binding Israel to South Africa. If any understanding
of South africa and South African Jews is to be achieved it is not
through smugly self-righteous denunciations of co-religionists who
choose to remain in the countfy of their birth (1n many cases the country
pf'the birth of their fathers and grandfathers as well).
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It is true that Jews born in Sputh Africa legally enjoy all priveleges
attending to that country;s white population. Howevgr,lwhen Jewish objections
aré raised to the National Edué?ionlﬂct,‘for examp1e; which makes Christianity
an integral pért of the ﬁub]ic school curriculum, Jeﬁsuare reminded that
fhéy are Tiving in a.Christian Country. The same app11es'to adhereﬁt;
of Is1am-whose children are receivingIChristo-centric education in the
government schools for non-whites. As a result of this evaqge1ical'
attempt to convince each child that "Jesus is his or her personal
savior" Jews are rap{&ly subsidizing‘the_eﬁpansionland further tonstfuction

" of day schools.

Jewish chi]dren'reméining in the government (public) schools can-
be released from the feligfous edﬁcation ciasses upon the request 6f
the barent, buf-such release often_fakes the form of the chitd being
sent to the rear of the classroom to read or do homework while the
re1igiou§ 1esson proceeds. In the Caﬁe brovince a program organized by the
'Jewish Commun1ty sends teachers into the schools to .offer the Jewish
Ch11dren their own religious instruction classes. Problems then arise
'in arriving at an approach acceptabTe to Jews of al] persuasions
Additional problems are created for the synagogue centered re]igious
sthoo1s ﬁhiéh are meeting the new difficulty'of rewrifing their materials
because the chi?dren are now receiving the1r Jewish Educat1on at pub]ic :
schoo1 Therg is the-possibi?jty that synagogues_apd Teriples in the
community will Bé Qea&ened by'the‘attritioﬁ 1nﬁthefr schools; ﬁoﬁever;J
my experience has led me to be11eve that the opposite is the case . Youth

work, for examp]e, is only beginning to be eXp1ored in meaningfu1 ways.



The benefit. to children participating in youth programs centefed in the
religious institutions will more than make up for the diminishing heed for
synagoéue and temple schools. Furthermore, the children and youth receive
inducement to attend youth programs as they become increasingly isolated
from their non-Jewish‘peers. The South African Jewish Community now boasts
four national Zionist Youth Movements involving several hundred youngsters.
~ While there 15 no doubt that there is reticence among some segments of

the community concerning Zionism, South Africans have a better record

.as Zionist supporters then do American Jews. Furthermore, South Africans
who make gljxgg, are far 1g§§;1{ke1y to return to South Africa than

are their American counterparts who have a high rate of return from

- attempted Aliyah.

There is.no separation of church and state in South Africa. The
' nationaTIChristian Education Pfogram is also exacerbating latent anti-
Semitism because the Jewish Commﬁnity'is'wifhdrawing its children from
government schools in greater nurbers. thderen; therefore, do not
ﬁave the benefit of peer group interchange with those of differénf
faith and cultural background. This breaking down of the generai
community is not out of context for South Africa, however, a§ children
of Eng1fsh and Afrikaans backgruund have long attended separate schools.
In Engiish schod1s-Eng1ish is the language in wﬁich instruction is

given. In Afrikaans schools the language of presentation is Afrikaans.

- There are few English Schools in country areas and Jews who Tive in the

farming regions send their children to boarding schools in the cities
or to the local Afrikaans School where their Jewishness becomes a very

tenuous commodity. Within the Jewish'éommunity in the cities tension



often arises between chderen-who attend day schools and those whb'do
not, adding yet dnother stratum of compiexfty to an already complex

set of variables.

How is it that South African Citizens are not quite at home ‘in
their country? How is it that the Afrikaaner will remark that the
Jew is not really a South African, buf a guest, a fbreign peopTé'in- _

South Africa and that the English are still Colonials?

honcerning the Jews, the Afrikaaner is a Zionist. His own natidna?r
ism and éthnicity, 6omprising a'histofy (with attgndant myths and 1égends).
q:unique_ianghage and religion, dominates his wur1d—§iew. As the
' Afrikaaneribe]ieves that South Africa is his country:éo he believes
that Israel is the land of the Jews! He, therefore, considers the Jew
who does not live in Israel to be somewhat weak in character. The
remark fhat the Jew is a guest nation in'fhe iand'of fhe-Afrikaaner'is
not.a traditional fofm of anti-Semitism. Jews are not persecuted.
THe 1ﬁstitutioﬁs of our people are.not defiled. Relations with governé
mental Teaders and with bureaucrats-are cofdial and polite. On several ‘
occééioné I had reason to'ﬁonfaét government agencies and invarjab]y

received courteous, helpful responses..

Tﬁere is respect for the Jewish_c1ergy and communify leadership
amoné the Afrikaans speaking people and a willingness to have Jews
live in South Africa and participate in its economy to the fullest --’
but this toierance does ﬁot exténd to politics. Politics and the welfare

of the state are the province of the Afrikaaner and he will not kindly



accept criticism or opposition activity from peop1e Wno are yuests _
in h1s country (Jews).or descendants of Co1on1qls (:ng113n) or-conquered
nat10us (Black Africans). | i _ |
This analysis of Afrikaaner Nationalism, perhaps, requiresfurther
development. Heee Qe to_consider the history of South Afriea we would
fied that the ﬁepe Co]nn}'was estaelished_ear1y in the_1550'e when
- Jan van Riebeek arrived witﬁ colonists who were responsible for the
esteblishment of a food and_waterieg statfon for the ships of the
- Dutch East India Company. By the 1750's the Dutch settlers had given
birth to White-African peoplé. As they settled and cultivated the
~land they'ceped eith.herrassmeht and cenflict with the.indigeneus
Hotentot and:Bushman populetion. Later on, the English errived fo _
take the settlement as e part of their empire. By the time the British
3exercised the1r Imper1a] might in South Africa, however, the descendants
- of the Dutch and the few Hugenot families who had Jo1ned them had
| become the Afrikaaner people. From their point of view the Br1t1sn
conquered a white Afriean coﬂntry and_were not merely-setting up ehop
iﬁ a backward, “unbiviiiged" territory. The British-ﬁfrikaaner encounter
culminated in the Boer War. The Afr{kaanerfaiso fought numerous battles
with ﬁlack African Teiees who were colonizing $0uthward from centraf Africe..
“One ofithe qﬁﬁrkS'of;Seetﬁ African Hisﬁury is that the Biack;end-the '
| Nh1te settlers .arrived.in a relatively uninhab1ted 1and at the same
‘time. During the first three hundred years of his history the Afrlkaaner
tried in vain to estab11sh his own country. ‘With the breakup of the -
British Empire and the taking on of independent sﬁafus the Afrikaaner
finally gained control of the country he be]ieves'to be his own, God .

-given land. .(It is important to recogniee that;Afrikaaner'ﬂationalism



is in.part a religous phenomenon tied to one of the.wars hetvween a sméTl
white army and a 1arge'zp1u ferce.) In 1848, when fhe Nation2list
party won control of the Parliament and in 1960 when full 1ndapendence_' '
was de?Tared the Afrikaaner ideo]ogj was fulfilled. In orderlto Saféf
- guard his_bountry and assure that it wou1d not be taken from him again
he set about building an industrial economy, separating facia? géouﬁs
and tying fhem dovn to defined geographical 1oéat10ns; and erecting

the artificial, legal barriers of the policy called apartheid.

The.government 0fiSouth Africa perceives any strenuous objection
to its rule as sedition or subversion because of fear and insecurity.
Its fear is founded upon the belief that its land will be taken away
" agaip. Its insecur1ty'11es in the never articulated knowledge that
its policies afe morally reprehenéibTe and regressive'respoﬁses to
the needs of the African sub-continent. fhe white minority government
in Rhodesia 15 not considered aSsoTute1y necessary by South Africa
because Rhodesian whites are primarily British. Therefore, even the
Afrikaaner can agree with black leaders fhat the Smith guvernmenf is
an extension of colonialism! Nhetﬁgr one agrees or disagrees with the
Afrikaanef concerning his nationa]1§m and religiou§ belief in his right
--to rule South Africa, the fact remains. that, un1fké former British
subjecﬁs, foreign nationh1s or Jews, the Afrikaaner has no claim on'thej'
passpoft of anothef country. Uﬁlike the péople of Portuguese-déscent
who left Angola and Mozambique for the mother country, the Afrikaaner
cannot return to the-1and of his ancestors. He has no claim on Dutch

citizenship; he has no other'country.
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There are. solutions to the. dilerma, but tﬁay witl prove nainful.
hites wi]1lhave to relinquish thefr unbridied ﬁrivi]edge; The Afrikaaner
will have to awaken to the reality that his national idszoloqy is baéed

upon a mentality that is as tribal and primitive as the tribalism he
often criticizes in the Black nations who, by the way, are not united
in religion, language, cultural traditions nor political aims. The
Afrikaaner has a right to his religion, his Tanguage and his cherished
ethnic identity. He does not; howeﬁer, have the right fo utilize this

.- identity as a means of denying the majority of the people living within

the stafe: po?itical'power. a voice in the education of their chi]dren.

adequate hoﬁsing, common equity nor human dignity.

For the Jew in South Africa, the enigma deepens as the crisis in
his country widens. IDoeS one remain and attempt to work for the
improvement of the society or does one accept the Affikaaner definition
of South Africa.and'cut and run, perhaps, in the long run contributing
to én even greater qonfiagratioﬁ? There is no easy answer. There is
no doubt that the Jews have had a good 1ife and have Tived unmolested
in South Africa. Some are copious consumers of the worst that is
South African 1ife. Many, if not a majority, are fair-minded. They |
are not wont to always treat blacksunfairly and often manage their own
'atta;he' cases and suitcases at airports and train stations. Availing
'themselves of porters at such facilities is no more, or less, obnoxious
than it is when travelling in the U.S. providing one is courteous and
generous. It is not easy to leaveithe land of one‘s birth, be you an
iﬁmerican,‘a South African, or a German, exﬁecially when one is, for the
most part, a member df the privileged elite. Jews ﬁho decide to stay-

and to continue their efforts to 1ive meaningfully in a sea of iniquity
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are no‘ﬁore gﬁ%1ty than was Lot when he Tived on in Sodam,,ﬁhé ancient
city of wickedness. Uhils the search continues'for-thé'righteous'

peopla whb will Tead South Africa out of the Cal de Sac down which
sti]T'traveTgr perhaps Jews have the responsibility to stav -= but

only if they,awaken.to thei; moral, religious responsibilities, only ~ #
if, 1ike Dick Lampeft; they speak out against Poiicieq!ﬁhich can only »
result in confroﬁtation, b1dodshed and pain. §5éaking out unéquivoca]]yi
and acting 1n_defiaﬁce of South Afr1canh1aw requir€§ courage, not mere |
sentiment. Jews will have to stop hiding their true.fégzinggwfrom¢
visiting digﬁitaries, and cease playing the pdrt of the "liberal”
humanitafians-who supply jobs to poor people in theif homes -- jobs

as maids, nannies and cocks which pay dreadfully'loﬁ wages. If the . -
Jewish community {n South Africa survives the rising tidal Qave of

Black power it will be.as a-result of true courage, personal risk by
worthy leaders, total rejection of Nationa?ist-Party 1egitimacy and

the forsaking of privelege. .
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SUMMARY REPORT OF TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA
FEBRUARY 15 - MARCH 7

DAVID PETERSON

My long overdue third visit to South Africa was very productive. In three
weeks 1 met 17 of the 23 advisors it was possible to see (three were not in
South Africa, two are in detention), viewed at least 20 projects or potential
projects, interviewed six of more than thirty applicants for the position of
field organizer, and met with other South Africans for a total of about 80
formal meetings. 1 went on a three-day field trip with Operation Hunger to
Lebowa and Gazankulu, visited Cape Town, Crossroads, Port Elizabeth, Durban,
Pietermaritzburg, Edendale, Johannesburg, Alexandra, Soweto, Sebokeng, Pretoria
and many other towns. Despite the radical political developments in the year
since I was last there, I am convinced that Project South Africa is in a
stronger pestion than ever to contribute to the process of genuine non-violent,
democratic change.

I had six questions to ask our advisors: 1) Should Project South Africa accept
funds from the U.S. Agency for International Development or the National
Endowment for Democracy (a quasi-governmental agency) to distribute to South
African organizations that have been approved for assistance?. 2) Do the
advisors have any recommendations for a field organizer? 3) Are the advisors
satisfied with the quality of the groups that have been approved? 4) What
procedures should we use to get funds to approved projects? 5) What technical
and political precautions should the Project take? and, 6) Should the Project
restructure its advisory group?

1) There was a surprising consensus on the first question. Most advisors
seemed to believe that there is now less resistance in the community towards
receiving funds from the U.S. government. As long as there are no strings
attached and no propaganda is made of it such funds could serve a beneficial
purpose in assisting community organizations.

U.S. government funds would still raise suspicions among some groups, if not
among the advisors. When I put this question to community groups being
assisted by Project South Africa most said it would be a matter they would have
to bring before the membership. In general, they advised caution. If such
monies were to be accepted, Project South Africa would have to be completely
open about the source. Some advisors.felt NED would cause confusion. In any
case such funds should probably comprise no more than half our total budget.

However, for the Project to take on the burden of itself distributing funds on
a larger scale would distract it from its original objective of creating links
between American and South African organizations. The Project could become one
more American funding agency with little to distinguiish it from what USAID and
many other foundations are already doing. Reporting procedures might also
consume an inordinate amount of time and resources.

After discussion upon my return to Néw York, it was decided that the Project '
would not, in the near future, initiate an application to USAID or NED for
funding South African groups. If, however, a South African group requests that
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funds from USAID or NED come through the Project, we could be willing to assist
in this after consultation with our advisors.

2) Our advisors offered many suggestions about what to look for in a field
organizer and proposed quite a few candidates, some of whom Barbara Nell, our
South African coordinator, and I subsequently interviewed. We also ran an ad
in the New Nation. Altogether, we received more than thirty applications. Our
main criteria were that the organizer be black, able to speak several
languages, be familiar with community work and acceptable to community groups,
and be highly motivated and competent. The organizer will have the highest
profile of anyone involved with the Project and the success or failure of the
Project will depend greatly on that person's performance. I was advised that
female candidates and organizing or trade union experience should be sought.
We should pay between R 1200 and 1800 a month, with a car and insurance
package.

Barbara and I were impressed with the high quality of many of the applicants we
interviewed. We have narrowed the field down to about six, and it will be
Barbara's task to cull these to the final one or two, in consultation with some
of our advisors. Once we have hired an organizer we would like for that person
to begin by becoming familiar with the Project thorugh meeting with as many of
our advisors and project people as possible.

3) The advisors seemed quite satisfied in general with the organizations that
have applied for assistance to the Project lately. As before, our advisors
emphasized that the Project should be empowering grassroots community
organizations that might not otherwise be able to find help and that would most
benefit from the kind of moral and material assistance the Project seeks to
provide. At some point the Project may decide to drop some of the better-
funded organizations from our list.

4) The Project now has a modest discretionary fund that we are proceeding to
distribute, according to the recommendations of our advisors, among the groups
that seem to need such assistance the most.

5) The advisors generally felt that the Project should continue its activity
as it has, remaining low-profile and cautious. Many felt that our activity is
guite innocent, but that we cannot avoid being considered political. If the
authorities decide they don't want us around, we can be shut down no matter how
we behave. The New York office will remain careful not to jeopardize our
advisors or staff in South Africa.

6) There seemed to be much sentiment among the advisors for expanding the
advisory group with more members who would have better contacts at the
grassroots. I collected the names of about 24 candidates, but we will want our
new organizer to assist in finding more. Eventualdy, their names will be
submitted to the current advisors for approval. In the future an attempt will
be made to circulate project applications among advisors on a more regional or
area-of-expertise basis. Advisors who wish to receive all applications will
still be able to. All advisors will receive at least brief descriptions of all
projects that have applied for assistance,.

Those advisors who feel they can no longer evaluate applications, but who
continue to endorse the general aims of Project South Africa can have

themselves listed as patrons. Several advisors have already indicated a desire
to be listed this way.



SO J'F AFRICA REV.'S:"ED

By David Peterson

In the wake of South Africa's depressing
whites-only election results and nearly a
year of the State of Emergency,
Africa's cycle
resistance shows no signs of subsiding.

The South African government has not crushed
its opposition. Perhaps it has taught it
some Jlessons or sobered it up. Compared to

the South African Defense Forces' massive '

firepower, the ANC's 1limpet' bombs or the
young ‘“comrades'" molotov cocktails might as
well be bows and arrows. The government
__finds such violence easy to contrecl and
manipulate for its own ends.

"It is the non-violence they are most afraid
of ," opposition leaders such as Rev. Beyers
Naude, of the South African Council of
Churches, emphasize.

When 1 wvisited South Africa in March, 1986,

the Revolution was at hand, or so it seemed :

to many. Six hundred anti-apartheid organ-

izations had banded together to form the UDF

(United Democratic Front), which was growing
in size, influence, militancy, and confi-
dence. Trade unions were also growing
rapidly and had merged into a new
federation, COSATU.

Community organizations were wusurping the
government's control of the townships and
refusing to  pay rents. Students were
staging massive boycotts of the schools.
Economic boycotts were wringing concessions
from , businessmen. ANC, the exiled African
National Congress, seemed to be on
everyone's lips. Every day the newspapers
reported moure violence.

A year later 1 retufned to find that the -

State of Emergency, declared on June 16, has
hit South Africa's democratic opposition
movement hard. Thirty thousand have been
jailed; thousands more have gone into
hiding, fled the country, or been intim-
idated by the police.

" regime is not nearly as bold as it was a
year . ago; the euphoria has vanished. The
press is severely restricted.

“"South Africa has always been & police
state,” one activist reminded me, but the

regime had left some openings for organized

protest. Once the unrest began to mushroom,

South'
of escalating repression and

Resistance to the- i_Unions seem to be more powerful and militant

won substantial
" chain store without

however, repressing it was easy. The govern-
ment sealed off the townships. The white
conscripts and "instant cops"” then rolled in
with machine guns, tear gas, and armoured
cars.

With methodical precision, the security

police consulted their 1lists, and in the
course of the Emergency, often in midnight
raids, rounded up activists, "trouble
makers," and, inevitably, quite a few
innocent bystanders, including young
children and mothers with babies. News-

papers have reported killings and torture.
A government spokesman reported to the South
African parliament that certain jails are
packed to three times their capacity.

Many black South Africans simply want to get
on with their 1lives unmolested, but the

essentially totalitarian nature of their
oppression makes such an ordinary 1life
impossible. Apartheid severely restricts
where they must 1live, where they can go,
where they can work, what they can own, what

they can learn, what they can read, who they
can trust. Hatred of the system is broad
and deep and growing more so. Thus, despite
the State of Emergency, new leaders are
replacing those in jail, gaining experience,
devising new strategies, seeking new allies.

In areas such as Port Elizabeth and Johannes-
burg especially, community organizations
have at least maintained their structures,
even if their activity has been severely
curtailed. 1 met activists who now live
clandestinely, moving from house to house,

: periodically issuing statements or appearing
- at meetings.
" rent boycotts, trying to address issues such
- as crime and waste disposal, and foiling the

Block committees are enforcing

soldiers and security police by, for

.. example, “removing all the house addresses to
- make it more difficult to find activists.
- Protest graffiti are everywhere.

thean . ever. The Commercial, Catering and
Allied Workers Union (CCAWUSA) won a long
strike against OK Bazaars, a large food and
department store, at the end of February and
wage increases from another
a strike. The railway
workers (SARHWU) have Jjust lost a ‘hard-
fought strike.
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Students have given up their boycotts and
returned to school, independent private
schools in particular. Where the slogan had
been "liberation before education," it is
now "liberation with education."” Recently
students launched a new national organ-
ization, the South African Youth Congress,
that claims half a million members. Their
| slogan is "Freedom or Death."”

A few alternative papers bravely publish
accounts of the resistance. "Our lawyers
still manage to come up with creative 'ways
of finding holes in the censorship," a
journalist explained. The courts still
occasionally acquit an activist. Legal
advice centers are doing their best to help
_those in detention. or those having trouble

with unemployment benefits. T

America has an opportunity it must not allow
to slip away. Most activists I spoke to
said the divestment movement, the sanctions
bill passed by congress last fall, Secretary
of State Schultz's meeting with ANC
President Oliver Tambo, and the steady
increase in aid to anti-apartheid groups
from the U.S. is beginning to allay the anti-
American suspicions of many South Africans.

They are cynical about American intentions.
They still criticize the policy of
"constructive engagement” and American
support for Pretoria's allies in Angola.
But most also seem willing to accept help
from whomever is offering it, including the
U.S. Whatever influence the U.S. may or may
not have in South Africa, it is still
perceived on all sides as the key broker.

Signfflcant change will not come quickly or
easily.
or twenty years until liberation. Since the
Nationalists and the right-wing . did
unexpectedly well in their election, the
government may decide that 1its repressive
policy pays. When it seemed that time had
almost run out and the pot threatened to
boil over, the government just put on a
tighter, heavier 1lid.

The pot continues to boil. Some experts
predict a lull in activity, such as occurred
after” the 1860 Sharpeville massacre.
Repression could turn the opposition in on
themselVes, increasing factionalism and
stifling democratic debate. One opposition
leader, Just released from jeil, was
concerned about this. "The prisons used to
be seen as a kind of school, an opportunity

Activists- now- - speak-of five;-ten, - —

to debate various guestions about the
struggle," he said. "Now, even among the
same political formations, there is much
less tolerance towards differences of
opinion, especially among the younger
detainees."

But the current period may be a chance to
regroup. Many opposition leaders say they
will stress certain strategies that have
proved successful, such as the decentralized
street committees and economic boycotts. A
few suggest that coalition-building and coop-
eration, especially between the black-
consciousness and UDF groups, possibly even
including 1nkatha, Chief Gatsha Buthelezi's
controversial Zulu organization, and the
white liberal Progressive Federal Party,
could channel energy against the real eneay=—
the apartheid system. Most activists regard
structures such as the legal advice centers
and self-help groups as nuclei for community-
building. '

Many  groups are seeking new kinds of
international assistance such as funds for
striking workers and their families, higher-
profile recognition of a broader range of
opposition leaders (which is what many think
have kept Archbishop Tutu and Rev. Alan
Boesak safe), and more contact with overseas
sympathizers. Some support continued
pressure from the divestment movement to
make sure .those companies that decide to
lJeave do so in a principled way and that
those companies that choose to remain
actively oppose apartheid and support demo-
cratic change, at least. Few, however,
predict that divestment alone will topple
the system. t

Many optimistic scenarios for a peaceful,
democratic -Scuth Africa are now. being
proposed. In A Way Out, Federalist Options
for South Africa, edited by Michael Briand
with a forward by Bayard Rustin, no less
than seven options are discussed. To
encourage, any of these happy resolutions,
Briand himself concludes that the American
role should be, first, to enforce sanctions
rigorously for the time being. American
diplomatic initiatives could then create
opportunities for negotiations between the
government and the various opposition organ-
izations. Eventually the U.S. may be able
to offer Jincentives for genuine concessions
made by the government, such as the legal-
ization of the ANC, the abolition of the
Group Areas act, or the release of political

" prisoners. As dark an era as this is in

South Africa's history, there is still hope.B
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As part of their effort to gain the support of African states for
their Middle East policies, the Arab states publicly proclaim their
solidarity with Black Africans against South Africa's apartheid regime,
Arab leaders frequently declare that South Africa is the common enemy of
both Black Africans and Arabs, and press the Africans to reciprocate by
condemning Israel. To help construct this coalition, the Arabs re-
peatedly claim that significant economic and military links exist
between Israel and South Africa. A specific political aim of this
argument is to influence African countries not to renew diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel, most of which were severed following the 1973
Arab-Israeli war as a demonstration of "Afro-Arab solidarity."

Arab states, furthermore, claim that they adhere to the November
1973 Arab League resolution, which called for the severance of diplo-
matic, economic and cultural relations with South Africa.. Arab condem-
nation of the apartheid regime has become standard rhetoric at inter-
national forums.

What the Arabs do not say is that important links between them-
selves and South Africa -- ties that have continued despite the 1973
official Arab boycott resolution -- are far more extensive than those
between Jerusalem and Pretoria. The following report, based on open
sources, documents the extent of Arab ties to South Africa and the
outrage these ties have caused among Black African observers.

Military Links

In September 1974, Britain officially announced that Jordan had
admitted selling British-made tanks and surface-to-air missiles to South
Africa (BBC, September 22, 1974). The British magazine Africa (November
1974) published a detailed article entitled "Apartheid's Secret
Friends," which revealed the existence of documents proving that the
Jordanian arms sold to South Africa were to be transferred to Rhodesia.
The report concluded: "Jordan's arms deal with South Africa has cast
bitter doubt upon the Arab world image in Black Africa." Jeune Afrique
(Paris, December 26, 1974) also commented on this, adding that Jordan




supplied about 50 percent of all the heavy weapons South Africa had
purchased in 1974, and that some of the weapons were resold to Rhodesia.

These disclosures, as could be expected, aroused widespread African
dismay. The Organization of African Unity (0AU) officially protested to
the Arab League and expressed its deep concern (BBC, September 22,
1974). The Nigerian Daily Express (September 24, 1986), commenting that
"Africans should reassess their relations with the Arabs," demanded an
emergency meeting of the OAU. New Nigeria (September 23, 1974) called
on the African countries to sever diplomatic relations with Jordan. The
Daily Graphic of Ghana urged the Arabs to expel Jordan from the Arab
League, charging that the sale of British-made weapons to Rhodesia and
South Africa made King Hussein "an errand boy of Western imperialism."
Africa Magazine (Dakar, Senegal, December 1974) commented: "There is a
feeling among some Africans that their demonstration of solidarity with
Arab nations during the war with [srael has been met with little
evidence of reciprocal Arab generosity. The scandal with Jordan arms
sales to South Africa has exacerbated African suspicions."

Adebayo Dele Opawoye of Liberia wrote in the same magazine (January
1975): "King Hussein's arms deal with South Africa need not be a
surprise. Members of the QAU are to blame for slavishly breaking ties
with Israel. Black Africans are now the losers....0One can only hope
that when next the Arabs call for help, Black Africans will remember
this Arab hypocrisy."

A writer for the Tanzanian Daily News commented (September 30,
1974): "It is really a pity to see Jordan selling arms to the most
racist and apartheid country in the world. Though the action may have
been a mere trade, it's really a political blow to Africa."

Arab-South African arms trade moves in both directions. According
to information published in the British press last year, the South
African state-owned armaments company Armscoor sold 100 G-5 155mm
Howitzers to the Iraqi government in 1985 (Africa Confidential, London,
April 10, 1985; Foreign Report, London, April 11, 1985). This informa-
tion was later circulated among members. of the United Nations by Iran,
which quoted from the British press reports and complained to the UN
Secretary-General (UN General Assembly A/40/464; Security Council
$/17326, July 5, 1985). African newspapers, such as The Ghanaian Times
(July 10, 1985) called the transaction a flagrant breach of the UN
boycott of South Africa.

Shortly thereafter, an arms deal between South Africa and Somalia
was disclosed. According to press reports, Somalia, a member of the
Arab League, granted South Africa access to the port of Berbera, as well
as airline landing and refueling rights. In return, South Africa agreed
to supply arms, military training and financial aid to Somalia (Foreign
Report, London, April 11, 1985; Africa Confidential, London, July 17,
1985). According to Newsweek (August 20, 198&), South African military
advisers were also training several Moroccan army units.




Trade Relations

Arab links with South Africa are not limited to arms deals and
military training. Throughout 1975, African and Western sources
uncovered evidence of growing trade relations between Arab states and
South Africa, such as Saudi Arabia's direct bid to the Reserve Bank in
Pretoria for gold purchases. A Saudi trade mission visited South Africa
at the beginning of 1975 to discuss the possibility of increasing food
imports. At the same time, the Saudis contracted for the import of
several million pounds sterling worth of prefabricated building mate-
rials. South African businessmen toured Egypt and Jordan to discuss
package tours and to expand trade. A number of Persian Gulf states,
including Dubai and Bahrein, traded openly, while others, such as Abu
Dhabi, adopted a lower profile. Until the outbreak of the Lebanese
civil war, South Africa maintained an Office of South African Interests
in Beirut, and South African diplomats openly drove around the city with
diplomatic license plates on their cars, despite the lack of official
relations between Lebanon and South Africa (The Observer, London, March
18, 1975; Daily Nation, Kenya, August 27, 1975).

In 1976, the London Sunday Times (June 13) reported that South
Africa was believed to be building closer ties with Egypt. It revealed
that a South African government official had made several secret trips
to Egypt that year, and that "Cairo was mentioned as one of the Arab
cities to be visited later this year by a top-level South African
delegation." The article mentioned that even though South Africa and

"Egypt were still a long way from resuming diplomatic relations (broken
off after the Suez crisis in 1956), covert ties between the two coun-
tries had strengthened markedly since Cairo's 1972 break with Moscow.
Dr. Connie Mulder, the South African Minister of Information, was
believed to be in the forefront of the Cairo initiative.

A report from South Africa published in the Israeli newspaper
Ma'ariv on January 27, 1978, indicated that trade links between Saudi
Arabia and South Africa continued to grow in 1978, and that Saudi
purchases of South African gold exceeded those of any other country in
that year. In fact, in 1978 more than one-third of Pretoria's gold
output was sold to Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates. Moreover,
the report added that Saudi agents were recruiting skilled technical
workers, engineers and medical personnel in South Africa.

The Kenyan Daily Nation reported on September 2, 1977: "Arabs are
buying South African gold like hotcakes, thus helping to sustain that
country's abominable policy of Apartheid. Arabs who sought and continue
to woo our support have become business partners in building the South
African economy." ’

Reporting on the soaring price of gold, The New York Times on
November 4, 1977, remarked: "Today the hungriest market for gold is the
oil-rich Middle East, which last year absorbed almost 16 million ounces,
or one-third of the total mine output.”




The British metallurgy journal Metal Bulletin (June 14, 1977) was
even more specific, naming Saudi Arabia, the Gulf states, Iraq, Egypt,
Syria, Jordan and Yemen as major gold markets, and commenting that
."direct shipments to these countries amounted to 500 tons of gold,
one-third of the global supply.”

Black Africans are particularly perturbed about Arab oil sales to
South Africa. Though in late 1973 Arab oil producers pledged to comply
with the 0OAU request that they impose an oil embargo on South Africa,
there is evidence that this understanding has been violated. According
to 1975 UN data, Saudi Arabia, Iraq and the United Arab Emirates
supplied over 50 percent of South Africa's oil imports that year -- 7.87
million tons of the total 13.66 million tons imported by South Africa
(UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Statistical Office,
Statistical Paper, Table 7, 1975). African representatives at a meeting
of the Joint Ministerial Committee for Afro-Arab cooperation, held in
Cairo in July 1975, maintained that South Africa continued to receive 65
percent of its oil from the Middle East and the Arab world. At that
meeting, the Arab League's Secretary-General Mahmoud Riad assured the
Africans that the Arab states would respect the embargo on South Africa
(Africa Research Bulletin, Exeter, England, August 15, 1975; Togo Press
Agency, July 12, 1975).

In 1980, The London Observer (December 14) disclosed that a
Norwegian supertanker (the Thorsholm) had been used to run a "shuttle
service" of oil supplies to South Africa, violating the embargo osten-
sibly imposed by the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC). The paper reported that the supertanker regularly loaded at
Gulf ports, usually Saudi Arabia's Ras al-Tannurah. While false
destinations were often given to suggest it was bound for legitimate
customers, the tanker reached either Durban or Capetown. The Observer
also reported that in the two preceding years (1979 and 1980), the
tanker had shipped millions of tons of crude oil to South Africa,
estimated at about 10 percent of its total needs (quoted in the Daily
Nation, Kenya, December 15, 1980). Although the South African govern-
ment employs elaborate methods to conceal the sources of its oil,
substantial amounts of information on these sources have come to light

from time to time.
/

One source of information about oil shipments to South Africa is
the Shipping Research Bureau, an anti-apartheid organization based in
Amsterdam and associated with the UN Center Against Apartheid. The
Bureau monitors oil tanker deliveries to South Africa and notes their
ports of origin. In 1982, the Bureau reported that several tankers
salled from the Arabian Gulf to South African ports and back again in a
shuttle service. Of the 52 ships "most likely" to have delivered oil to
South Africa monitored from 1980 to mid-1981, 28 -- over half -- sailed.
there from the Arab states along the Persian Gulf (Research Report of
the Shlpplng Research Bureau of Amsterdam, 1982).

In its 1984 report, the Bureau traced 49 oil shipments to South



Africa, valued at $1.1 billion and equal to about 50 percent of South
Africa's total oil imports, from mid-1981 to the end of 1982. Of those,
37 (or 75 percent) came from four Arab countries: Saudi Arabia (39
percent), United Arab Emirates (24 percent), Oman (10 percent) and
Kuwait (2 percent). Another 6 percent came from Iran (quoted in Near
East Report, Washington, September 3, 1984).

These data, reprinted in the Arab press, embarrassed the Arab
states implicated in the reports. The countries concerned denied that
they had any trade contacts with South Africa, and claimed that they had
no control over the oil companies (ibid.; Al-Watan, Kuwait, April 5,
1985). In fact, however, the companies are either government-owned or
must follow government instructions. [In July 1985, Norwegian Foreign
Minister T. Froysnes stated that 95 percent of the oil supplied to South
Africa arrived from the Gulf states (Norwegian News Service, July 9,
1985).

Black African Reaction

These continuing disclosures angered many Africans. Tanzania's
government-owned newspaper, The Daily News, in its editorial of November
7, 1975, called on Arab oil-producing countries to impose a total oil
embargo against South Africa. The newspaper, which reflects official
Tanzanian thinking, said the Arab states would be well-advised to
remember that the principle of reciprocity is an important aspect of
international relations. The editors pointed out that "only a total oil
embargo against South Africa by the oil-producing Arab states would
definitely confirm the truth that the Arab and African peoples' strug-
gles are complementary."

The Daily Times of Nigeria reported on July 27, 1977: "Arab oil
still finds its way to South Africa. Arms and armaments from some Arab
countries still find their way to South Africa.”

An editorial in the Nigerian Sunday Times (April 10, 1977),
entitled "We Should Reopen Diplomatic Ties with Israel," comments: "It
is disgusting to see that we are prepared to go to any length with the
Arabs even when they supply oil to South Africa. Do we pretend not to
know that the Arabs still sell oil to the apartheid regime in Pretoria?"

Even commentators sympathetic to the idea of Afro-Arab solidarity
felt compelled to address this point. Among others, Olayiwola Abegunrin
of Nigeria's Ife University strongly criticized the Gulf states in a
research paper that was otherwise favorable to the Arabs: "In spite of
all the OAU and UN resolutions demanding that member-nations stop
sending oil to South Africa, Arabian Gulf states nevertheless continue
to allow their oil to flow to South Africa." ("The Arabs and the
Southern-Africa Problem," International Affairs, London, Vol. 60, no. 1
(Winter 1983-1984), pp. 97-105; see also letter to the editor by E.
Alexander, Daily Nation, Kenya, September 22, 1983).




Reporting the findings of the Shipping Research Bureau on December
10, 1984, Man Less Diaj, the editor of the Senegalese weekly Le
Politicien, voiced sharp criticism of the Arab Gulf states, in which he
questioned the very existence of Afro-Arab solidarity.

Conclusion

Black Africa is keenly aware of Arab economic and military ties to
South Africa. Ongoing disclosures of these links expose the falsehood
of the Arabs' claims that they are boycotting South Africa while Israel
deals extensively with the apartheid regime. Upon examination of the
data, Israeli trade with South Africa pales in comparison to that
between Pretoria and the Arab capitals. Informed Black Africans deeply
resent the hypocrisy of their Arab "friends."

* F *

For further reading, see: Israel and South Africa, by Kenneth
Bandler and George E. Gruen, The American Jewish Committee, 1985;
Fallacies About Israel's Ties With South Africa, by Allan L. Kagedan,
The American Jewish Committee, 1985; "Apartheid's 0il," by Robert
Whitehill, The New Republic, February 10, 1986.

Edited by Harry Milkman
Middle East Research Analyst
International Relations Department
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SUZMAN, Helen. B. Com.
(Rand) M.P. (Houghton).
Born Germiston, 7th No-
vember, 1917, daughter of
late Samuel and Freda
Gavronsky. Educated Park-
town Convent, Johannes-
burg, University of Wit-
watersrand. Member of
Pariament. Previously Lec-
turer in Economic History,
University of Witwaters-
rand. Member Womarans
Street Synagogue, Union
of Jewish Women, Zionist
Federation. During World
War II was Statistician to War Supplies Board. Married
Dr. Moses Suzman, 12th August, 1937. Two daughters.
Member Houghton and Wanderers Clubs. Recreations:
Golf, Bridge. Hon. Doctor of Laws, Oxford University,
Hon. Fellow, St. Hugh's College, Oxtord, Hon. Fellow
London School of Econumics. Hon. Doctor of Laws,
Harvard University. Hon. Doctor of Laws, Wits. Univer-
sity. Human Relations Award, Philadeophia Chapter,
American Jewish Committee. Add: 49 Melville Road,
Hyde Park, Sandton, Transvaal.

SWARTZ, Benjamin. Simon. Doctor of Naturopzthy and
Homoeopathic Medicine. D.HOM. M. N.D, A.F.CS.
A.LBA. Bom Jonannesburg, 17th July, 1933, son of
Michael and Mary Swartz. Educated Athlone Boys®
High School, Faculty of Secretaries, Guildford UK.,
S.A. Faculty of Homoeonathic Medicine (S.A.) Previously
Manager and Sales Manager of Engineering concern,
Member of the American Foundation of Homoepathy
(1973). Foundation Member Sydenham-Highlands North
Hebrew Congregation. Member Chaim Weizman Lodge
H.0.D. Chairman Yiddish Folk Nursery School 1962 and
1969, and Chairman of Parent’s Teacher’s Assocition,
Orange Grove School, 1975-1976. Married Beryl Copans,
24th May, 1956. One son, two daughters. Recreations:
Gardening, Travelling and Bowls.

SWEIDAN, Desmond David. Director of Companies.
Born Johannesburg, 23rd February, 1943, son of Seftal
and Sabina Sweidan. Educated Vaal High School, Director
Fumvaal Holdings (Pty) Lid.. Elegant Fashions (Pty)
Ltd., Mushav Investments (Pty) Ltd. Treasurer Yanderbijl-
park Hebrew Congregation since 1974, Married Sharon
Brudno, 12th April, 1970. One son. Member Emfuleni
Golf & Country Club. Iscor Recreation Club, Allenby
Country Club. Recreations: Tennis, Golf. Add: 30 Toselli
Street, Vanderbijlpark. P.QO. Box 1019. Vanderbijlpark.

SWEIDAN, Melvyn. Charrered Accountant (S.A.) Born
Aliwal North. 2nd May, 1944, son of Israel and Edith
Sweidan. Educated Queen's College, University of Wit-
watersrand. Partner in firm of Chartered Accountants.
Member of Glenhazel Hebrew Congregation. Married
Jennifer Ann Taitz, 24th November. 1968. Two sons.
Recreations: Tennis, Reading, Rugby and Cinema. Add:
4B Dartford Avenue, Lyndhurst, Johannesburg. P.O. Box
17785, Hillbrow, 2038,

SWEKE, Isaac Albert. Munufacturer’s Agent (Semi
Retired). Born Cape Town. 10th March, 1902, son of
Jacob and Rachel Sweke. Formerly Sales Representative
Lever Bros. 1916-1951. Member of Kensington Hebrew
Congregation. Served in World War Il - Civic Guard
1940-1945. Married Rebecca Herman, 8th Pebruary,
1931. Clubs: Rhodes Park Bowling Club. Recreation:
Bowls. Add: 35 Nymphe Street, Kensington, Jhb,

SYMON, Israel (Sonnv) B.D.S. (Rund) Dental Surgeon.
Born Wepener, 15th October. 1920, son of Morris and
Bertha Symon. Educated, Aliwal North Primary und High
School. Previously Director Springfontein Stores. Served
in World War IlI. President Steyn Regiment, wounded
Battle of Sidi Rezegh, subsequently on Swuff of General
Headquarters Cairo & Helwan. Released to Artend Wits
University 1944, quulitied 1948. Married Puauline Swiel
Cape Town 6th September, 1951. Two sons one daughter.
Has been Treasurer, Vice<Chairman, Chairman and now
Hon. Life Vice-President & Trustee Northcliff Hebrew
Congregation — Past President HOD Lodge Maccabee
1971-1973. Member: Transvaal Automubife Club, White
River Golf Club. Recreation: Golf, Farming, Numismatist,
Philatelist, Gardening. Add: 190 Senior Drive, Northcliff.

SYMON, Michael. M.B. B.Ch. Medical Practitioner. Born
Zastron, 26th April: 1926, son of Harry and Jenny
Symon. Educared Zastron High School, University of
Witwatersrand. Director ot Private Compuny. Committee
Member Delmas Hebrew Congregation. Chairman on two
occasions, Treasurer for 6 vears. Committee Member
PT.A. Governing Body, member Hillel High School,
Benoni Married Sudie Mousowitz, 3rd May, 1959. Two
sons, one daughter. Member Delmas Bowling Club.
Shalom Country Club. Recreation: Bowls. Add: 4., 8th
Street, Delmas. P.O. Box 188,

SZAPIRA, Lionel Edward Myer. M.1. Mkt. M. Real Estate
Broker and Director of Companies. Born Cape Town. 27th
October. 1918. son of Solomon and Jessic Szapira. Educated
Sea Point Boys' High School. Director Tabcorn {Pty) Lid.
Fair Holdings (Pty) Ltd. Previously retired and 1973 as
Regional Manager (Wsstern Cape) for Shell SA (Pty) Ltd.
Member and Council Member Cape Town Jewish Reform
Congregation since [963. Temple Brotherhood. Served
World War Il "Q™ Services Corps and then staff officer
British Army, 1940-35, promoted as Major art the age of 23
years. Married Bettv Wilson. 8th November 1942, Twosons,
one daughter. Member Netherlands Club. Cape Town
Metropolitan Golf Club. Crusaders Memorial Sports Club.
Impala Sports Club. Recreations: Golf. Bowls. Past
President Temple Brotherhood and S.A. Federation Temple
Brotherhoods. Add: 8B Mutual Place Beach Road. Sea
Point. Cape Town. P.O. Box 5091. Cape Town.

SZAPIRA, Lionel Edward Myer. M.I. Mkt.M. Real Estate
Broker and Director of Companies. Born Cape Town.
27th October. 1918, sun of Solomon and Jessie Szapira.
Educated Sea Point Boys' High School. Director Tubcorn
(Pry) Ltd. Fair Holdings (P1y) Ltd. Previously Retired and
1973 as Regional Manager (Western Cape) tor Shell SA
(Pty) Ltd. Member and Courncil Member Cape Town
Jewish Reform Congrezation since 1963, Temple Brother-
houd. Served World War Il Q™ Services Corps and then
staff officer British Army, 19405, promoted us Major at’
the age of 23 vears. Married Betty Wilson, 8th November
1942. Two sons. one daughter. Member Netherlands
Club, Cape Town Metropolitin Golf Club. Crusaders
Memorial Sports Club. Impala Sports Club. Recreations:
Golf. Bowls. Past President Temple Brotherhood and S.A.
Federation Temple Brotherhoods. Add: 8B Mutual Place
Beach Road, Sea Point, Cape Town. P.O. Box 5091,
Cape Town,
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* member of South
: ’g Africa's Parlia-
ment, no longer
stands alone iIn
her fight against
apartheld the gov-
of sewregaﬁon—-and

ernment's policy
she’s delighted. | g

It will be nice. to have sameone say
Hear, hear' again”
tough-minded ‘woman -whao has. " been.
called evervthing from a “flea in the’
ear” to “a cricket l:h)q:mg ln a thorn_;

“I usually- slt: down in a ‘mass of
deathly silence or a buzz- of disap-
provai” she said “But I was becoming
very dejected. I don’t kmow if I ecn.ud
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The wife of a Johannesburz doctor,
Inp New York for an International House "
symposium on “The DMaking of. a.
Clobal Society” this week, she was
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the Prozressive Party. of which she for
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"It's a brealrtnrough on the opposl-
tion front.” she said. “It doesn't affect
the power siructure [Prime XMinister
Vorster’s Nationalist Party won its
25th year of uninterrupted power with
a slightly increased majority]. not now,
and not for probably quite-a long time

. Chanzes that are coming are siow
a.nd one hopes they are not going io
be too little and too Iate” %

Ska now contemplates “a  life “of
considerabla ease *In Parliament | while
my co‘lea.gt.as carry on he work," but
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PN g; BN, L A d {‘:rs A LITTLE MORE HOPE
S o Helen Suzman, few who have watched her fearless

one-woman battie of opposition In
Parliament think that is anything more
than wishful thinking.

3rs. Suzmnan, described as talkatlve,
logical and-practical, has won her op-
ponents’ grudging respect. They tell
her, “Helen, I always say to my friends
:-that"T like you as a person. I just hate
" your polities.”

. In private, Mrs. Stzmat, 118 pounds,
with sparkling blue eyes, is a modest.
softspoken person who insists she de-
serves ng., credat for doing anythlnv

bush oo v

“Don't-call me Joan of Are,” she said.
"I didn’t do anvthing brave, just what
T believed In ... .-I hate injustice .
Really and.-trulv, it has been jullv

. rewarding to say thinzs I :kmow a

., great number of peopls want said in
South Africa and to speak up in behalf
of millions of disiranchised people.”
Born Nov. 9,.1817, in the goldmining
town of Germiston' near Johannesburg,
she was the youngast of two daughters
of Samuel Gavronsky and the former
Freda David, both Jewish {mmigranta

from Lithuania. Her mother died when .

: she -was’born so she and her sistar.

along with their father, went to lLive-

with an aunt ard uncle in Johanneshurg.

The father built up a prosperous
business as a merchant of hides, skins
and their byproducts, and because a
.convent-school in Johannesburg offered
2 gzood education, that"' where the p;irls
were sent. x

" Heler went on to the T.'mvers‘ty of
.Witwatersrand in Johanne:burﬂ' where
“I _had a somewhat Inglorious career
—T left in mid-college. I married. kad
a ‘bahy and . the:- t\ent back a_:_xt_!_gut
!. deg"ee." g T

..c
a.nc

.--—1.

ot

She had wanted to become a lawyer
but ‘after her father refused to let her
go to England to study because he
feli: she was too young, she didn't -

“apply” herself. Eventually she earned.
a bachelor of commerce degree.

Her husband, Dr. Moses Suznan, a
specialist In internal medicine 'and 13
yvears her senior. was educat2d m Engz-
land and trained here, at Harvard on
a Rockefeller fellowship and a: Massa-
chusetts General Hospital. Their elder -
daugnter, Frances, Mrs. Jeffrev Jowell,
is an art historian with a Ph.D. from
Harvard whose husband, a Harvard
Law graduate, teaches law at the
London School of Economics. The Suz-
mans' other daughter, Patriciz, Is a
doctor at BMlassachusetts . Memorial
Hospital, Boston. - - - -

Mrs. Suzman was “always interesied

-in arguing and in juostice. Instead of

nracticing law, T've had a ringside seat’
at law-making by sitting in Parlia-
ment, although Tve spent most of the
{ime arguing ag-enst ]aws t‘ra‘ are
being made.”

L

¥ T e e

-3 ® E3 .
In 1943 as a university lecturer In |
2conomie development, she heiped pre-
parce materials for the Insiitute of
Race Relations on lawg affectinz black _
Africans and “was 50 appalled at what
I found that I took an active interesl
in the politics. It was the only way I
could- see of really doing - scmething

She- likes golf, bridge, fishing and .
biograpnies, g'eatly admired President
Kennedy who, to her, “rekindied ideal-
. and she thinks Go‘lda 31\!11‘ “L‘l
a great old girl.” .

She Ras never been thmatened pnys !-
caily because -of her fight azainst
apartheid, BIrs. Suzman said, but “T
get a lot of abuslve telegrams, calls
and letters. You simply have to ignore -

them. They go st.rmgbt ;.nto the wa.s;e- o

"ha_aket."

N
about it.” Her.husband, sne said, has -
encouraged her all the way. 4
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SUZMAN (née Gavronsky), HELEN (1917- ). South
African politician and parliamentarian of liberal views.
Born in Germiston, Transvaal, she lectured on ¢conomic
history at the University of the Witw atersrand. She was first
elected to Parliament as & member of the United Party. the
othicial opposition (1933). but. with 12 other members.
broke away in 1939, because of differences on race policies.

Helen  Suzman.  South
African Progressive politi-
cian,

They formed the Progressive Party and continued to sit in
Purliament as a separate opposition group. Helen Suzman
was reelected for the sume constituency (Houghton) as a
candidate of the Progressives in 1961, und again in 1966.
being the sole representative of her party in Parliament. A
formiduble debater. she wuas u determined opponer: of
discrimination based on race or color. and ¢ -humpion of
the rights ot the Atrican people. Her autobivgzruphy. Time
Remembered. was published in 196¥. [LS]



SUZMAN, HELEN (GAVRONSKY)

Nov. 7, 1917- South African Member of Parlia-
ment

Address: b. House of Assembly, Cape Town,
South Africa; h. 49 Melville Rd., Hyde Park,
Johannesburg, South Africa

As the solitary representative of the Progressive
in the Parliament of the Republic of South
Africa, Mrs. Helen Suzman plays a unique role on
her country’s political scene. In a nation where
the strict policy of racial segregation, known as
apartheid, is the law of the land, she has constituted
an articulate minority cf one in behalf of multi-
racial government, and she has spoken out against
the repressive measures by which the South African
ent has tried to enforce its policies. A
government statistician and university lec-
turer on economics, she entered the House of As-
sembly—the lower house of the South African
i —in 1953, as a glr;:mber of the United
party, representing Houghton, a Johannes
suburb. Imsg sh% was one of twele; Members
Parliament who broke with the United party to
form the ive party, and since 1961, when
all of her party colleagues were defeated at the
polls, she has been carrying on the struggle alone.
ﬁahough l:&u. Suzmg"h;i vimhlxally no power
to influence legislati is highly im t.
i A T
party but is the sole voice in Parliament that speaks
in sup of South Africa’s disenfranchised non-
white majority—consisting of some 12,750,000 black
Africans, 1,859,000 Colcreds, or persons of mi
race, and 561,000 Asians, out of a total population
of about 18,733,000. Thus, as | Lel noted
in the New York Times Magazine (March 20,
1966), Helen Suzman “re ts more South
Africans than all the . . . other Members of Parlia-
ment combined.”

Mrs. Helen Suzman, whose maiden name is Helen
Cavronsky, was born in the city of Germiston near
Johannesburg on November 7, 1917, the daughter
of Samuel and Freda (David) Gavronsky. She has
one sister, Mrs. Certrude Posel. Her father, who
cametoSouthAﬁ-imasa!ewishimmigantfmm
Lithuania, was a dealer in hi tallow, and soap,
and later made his fortune in real estate. Helen
Cavronsky grew up in Johannesburg and was edu-
cated there at the Parktown Convent, from which
she graduated in 1934. She studied economics and
economic history at the University of the Witwaters-
rand in Johannesburg, and she obtained her bachelor
of commerce degree there in 1940. On August 12,
1937 she married Dr. Moses M. Suzman, who
became one of South Africa’s most prominent
physicians.

From 1941 to 1945 Mrs. Suzman worked for the
South African government as a statistician with the
War Supplies Board. In 1945 she joined the faculty
of the ent of economics and economic his-
tory at Witwatersrand University, where she served
until 1953 as a part-time lecturer on the economic
develcpment of South Africa. Her interest in dis-
advantaged urban Africans was aroused by the

information she acquired while preparing evidence
for a commission of inquiry. The commission was
appointed in 1945 by the government of Prime
Minister Jan Christiaan Smuts for the use of the
South African Institute of Race Relations, of which
she was a council member. In her university lectures
she stressed the deplorable conditions of nonwhite
labor in South Africa.

Mrs. Suzman to take an active role in
politics following the 1048 election, which ousted
the previously dominant, mildly liberal United party
from powar and for the first time brought the South
Africa t under the control of the Na-

n
tional party with its rigi licies of apartheid.
Casting her lot with the l%:le%n , she organized
a branch among her faculty colleagues at the uni-

versity and became its chairman. In 1952, after
unsuccessfully trying to recruit a suitable United
party candidate for the parliamentary constituen
of Houghton—a rosreruus and largely Jewis!
suburb to the of Johannesburg—she decided
to run for the seat herself and was elected. Entering
the House of Assembly in 1953, she became one of
the t:n"lfs most successful backbenchers. As a
member of the United party, Mrs. Suzman also
served as honorary information officer of its women’s
council and as secretary of the constituency
committee.
As the United party became a less effective

of opposition to the government, a division devel-
opquilhin its ranks. In the summer of 1959 a
group of twelve liberal Members of Parliament.
including Mrs. Suzman, broke away from the United
party and formed the ive party under the
chairmanship of Dr. J. van A. Steytler. At its first
con, the Progressive adopted a program
thatgc:?]ed' for the establis of a South African

:::ilms mbit]}.lw ghts that would guaraatze funda
As a rights t t=e =
mental freedoms.
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Despite the high caliber of its membership, the
Progressive failed, however, to make any great
impact on the South African political scene, and in
the general election of October 18, 1961 eleven of

- the twelve Progressive candidates were defeated.

Only Mrs. Suzman was reelected—by the narrow
margin of 564 votes in a constituency of some 13,000
people—becoming the only candidate, since the first
South African Parliament was established in 1910,
ever to be elected by a white constituency on a plat-
form that clearly rejected racial discrimination. Her
success has been attributed to her ability and her
personal popularity, and to the fact that her wealthy -
constituents had to fear from nonwhite com-
petition than voters from the less prosperous eco-
nomic classes.

As the lone voice of real opposition in Parlia-
ment, Mrs. Suzman spoke out against the apartheid
policies of the government of Dr. H.F. Verwoerd
and the repressive legislation initiated by Minister
of Justice (now Prime Minister) Balthazar Johannes
Vorster. She usually stood alone in opposing such
measures as Vorster's Sabotage Act of 1962. which
she renamed the “Intimidation bill,” or the ninety-
day detention measure of 1963, which, she main-
tained, brought South Africa “further into
morass of a totalitarian state.” In 1964 she intro-
duced a motion calling for repeal of all “enacthinents
under which citizens can be deprived of their liberty
without recourse to the courts of law,” but she
failed to receive a second for the motion. When the
South African Press Commission issued a report in
May 1964 calling for restrictions on foreign news-
men, she dedareﬁ that such a measure would make
South Africa “the laughing stock of the civilized
world.” Mrs. Suzman was the only member of
Parliament to condemn the white supremacist
government of Rhodesia, which unilaterally !
its independence from Great Britain in 1965. Ad-
dressing a public rally in Johannesburg in 1966, she
condemned the use of arbitrary powers the
Minister of Justice and excoriated the leaders of the
South African government as “narrow-minded,
prejudice-ridden bullies.”

Mrs. Suzman maintains that “a eid makes
economic nonsense,” and that the self-governing
states for African natives, called Bantustans, which
had been planned by Verwoerd, could never become
self-supporting under existing economic conditions.
She especially criticizes government policies that
designate an African worker as a “temporary so-
journer” in areas outside his tribal home and restrict

is movements by such measures as pass laws and
group area laws. In her conception of a multiracial

. society Helen Suzman does not insist on absolute

equality or universal suffrage, but she stresses
uality of opportunity, with free and compulsory

ucation for everyone and the removal of all ob-

" stacles to economic advancement. She would grant

the

; t to vote to those who have had seven years
of sc

ling, or four vears of schooling and two

-years of employment. Under such a plan some

100,000 or 200,000 of the country’s 12,750,000

* black Africans would immediately have the right to

vote, and that number would increase with the

improvement of educational and economic
opportunities.
300 CURRENT BIOGRAPHY 1968

Commenting on her parliamentary tactics in an
interview in the London Sunday Times (August
13, 1957 ). Mrs. Suzman said that she did “an awful
lot of talking” and kept “the vital issues before the
public.” She also pointed out that her votes as a
“minoritv of one” were being recorded. Although
she sees little hope for any significant change in
South Africa in the foreseeable future, she expects
to continue her struggle. “I fight . ., . because . . .
I have a moral duty to do s0,” she has said, as quoted
in Newsweek (June 21, 1965). “But I also hope
that I can convince the white population that . . .
it is impossible to maintain this position indefinitely.
At the same time, 1 hope to show the nonwhites that
not all whites are racists and kecp a few bridges
open for us to meet across when the time comes.”

Although Mrs. Suzman was reelected to her par-
liamentary seat by an increased majority on March
31, 1966, the elections swung to the right, with the
Nationalists controlling 126 out of 166 seats in the
House of Assembly. The accession of Vorster as -
Prime Minister in September 1966, following the
assassination of Verwoerd, appeared to herald little
change in the repressive policies of apartheid. Ad-
ditional restrictive legislation, introduced in March
1968, . included the Prohibiton of Political Inter-
ference Bill, which barred involvement of one racial
group in the political affairs of another and l:I)pearecl
to make Helen Suzman's goal of a multiracial society
more remote than ever.

Mrs. Helen (Gavronsky) Suzman and Dr., Moses
M. Suzman have two daughters: Frances Barbara
(Mrs. Jeffrey Jowell), an art historian who has done
graduate work at Harvard University and is married
to a lawyer; and Dr. Patricia Ann Suzman, a
physician. Mrs. Suzman, who is five feet three
inches tall, weighs 125 pounds, and has blue eyes
and graying hair, is a chic, attractive, and brilliant
woman with overflowing vitality and a sharp wit.
Although the is occasionally subjected to such
epithets as “Mother Superior” or to anti-Semitic
caricature in the pro-government press, she is

enerally res by her adversaries and venerated
Ey the people for whom she speaks. She often con-
tributes to newspa and magazines, Despite her
heavy work schedule. she finds time for such favarite
recreations as golf, bridge, and swimming.
Suzman is a member of the Wanderers Club, Wan-
derers Golf Club, Houghton Golf Club, and Glen-
dower Golf Club. Her religious affiliation is with the
Great Synagogue in Johannesburg. She received the
Leader Award of the United States ment of
State in 1962. The World Council of Synagogues
conferred a special award on her in August 1966,
in ition of her “distinguished leadership in
the battle to translate the prophetic vision that ‘all
men are created equal’ into a living reality.”
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SOUTH AFRICAN JEWISH BOARD OF DEPUTIES
SUID-AFRIKAANSE JOODSE RAAD VAN AFGEVAARDIGDES

ANTI-SEMITISM IN SOUTH AFRICA

From the time that Jews started arriving in South Africa in appreciable numbers

in the 1880's until the 1930's anti-Semitism was not a major problem for the
Jewish community. However, with the advent of Nazism in Germany aspacts of its
ideology appealed to elements of the White population, particularly certain sec-
tions of the Afrikaner community. A movement known as the Greyshirts consequently
came into existence. In propagating an anti-Jewish policy it agitated against
Jewish immigration, the undue control by Jews of the economy and the preponderance
of Jews in the professions, as they perceived those things. The main opposition
party in Parliament at that time, the Purified National Party, also had a number
of virulent anti-Semites within its ranks who influenced the party to some extent.
After the defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945 the Greyshirt movement csssed to exist.
The National Party also rejected anti-Semitism which was no longer a central issue
in political 1life, except for relatively minor manifestations.

Anti-Semitism within the White community in South Africa today manifests itself
largely amongst the right-wing elements. In certain cases such anti-Semitic atti-
tudes are an incidental, or sven temporary part of theilr platform, whilst in other
instances it 1s an element of their underlying philsophy. Nevertheless because
the dominant issue in South Africa is the issue of black/white relations anti-
Semitism 1s not a major plank in any of these programmes, nor does it feature g’ a
cantral issue within the Muslim and Bleck communities, among whom as it will bs
indicated later anti-Semitism also finds expression. -

Within the white community and more especially the Afrikaner community the previously
unchallenged role of the National Party as the principle spokesman of the Afrikaner
population has in the face of the reform process, initiated by the National Party,
led to a split in the ranks of the Afrikaners. As early as 1969 the Herstigte
Nasionale Party (HNP) was formed to counter any deviation from the apartheid philo-
sophy. This party which is conservative in character and committed to Christian
Afrikaner nationalism, has not adopted anti-Semitism as part of its manifesto and
anti-Semitism is not a feature of its leaders public speeches and addresses. The
party’'s official organ, Die Afrikaner, however, frequently carries articles that

are regarded by the Jewish community as anti-Semitic. The paper rsgularly seeks

to introduce a Jewish angle into many of its aspects. In the past it has used the
flimsiest pretext to connect Jews and Communists to attack the leaders and the State
of Israel, to exaggerate the influence of the South African Jewish Board of Dsputiss,
and to challenge South African Jewry's loyalty to South Africa. With considerable
regularity Die Afrikaner publishes articles that emanate from Revisionist+historians
who seek to deny the truth of the Holocaust and the systematic and deliberate murder
of six million Jews.

In é@:axchange of correspondence between the South African Jewish Board of Deputies
and Mr J R Stephens, the manager of Die Afrikaner, Mr Stephens elaborated on his
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undeniable political, preference for. the Afrikaner nationalism, a cause for which Jews
in general have never shown any sympéthy. The leaders of the HNP have been at the .
receiving end of attacks from the same sources. There may be things which Jews do
not find agreeable, but that does not: maan'that such reports or articles emanate from
hostility or prejudice towards Jews as a whole and South African Jews in particular.”
In his acknowledgement of the letter the Board's Executive Director wrote "For the
sake of the record we wish to point out that it is inaccurate to express or imply .
that Jews are hostile or unsympathetic to Afrikaner nationalism.”

The Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB), a radical organisation with extreme racist
views, became active in 1981. Its leader Eugens Terra'ﬁlanche told a Sunday news-
paper .in 1982 that South African Jews would be deprived of pnlitical rights under an
Afrikaner Christian people's government controlled by the AWB.. He said that "the
Jews must decide between two things in this country - political rights or economic
freedom. They cannot have both. They cannot have political rights, It is Israel,
not South Africa, which they recognise as their #atherlagd. The Board of Osputies .
reacted by issuing a statement condemning Mr Terre' Blanche's views. The then Prime
Minister, Mr P W-Botha, expressed his criticism of ‘the views of the AHB in the cnurse
of a speech in Parliament, Mr: Terre'alancha later backed down by stating that he -had
not intended to indicate that Jeiws could. not ‘vote, merely that they could ndt join
the AWB as they were not Christians ar white Afrikaners. Towards the ehti .of 1882

it was.reperted that the police had. unéovered arms caches thraughout the Republic in
a natinnw&ds scoop -on ;the -Afrikaner Weerstandsbewsging. and that nine ‘men, including
Mr Terre'Blanche, were detalned. «Following these arrests and the canviction of
several members of the movement, including Mr Terre'Blanche, who received a. SUﬁﬂendﬁd
sgntance. there appeared to bs a reductinn in the activities of tha AWB .

Mr Terre'Blanche was among the speakers at a public meeting hald in Pretoria in Hay
1984 which resulted in the formation of (a new cultural organisation) Die Afrikaner
Volkswag (AV). At that meeting Mr Terre'Blanche concluded his speech with a Nazi .
type salute that caused considerable consternation to many who saw a television report
on the meeting. Prof Carl Beshoff, Chairman of the Volkswag, has repaatadly stated
that his organisation, which has a strong right-wing stance and is opposed to the
policies of the National Party, is not a party political one but a cultural movemsnt
which, in his words, was intended to move back to the routes of the Afrikaner Volk.
The Afrikaner Volkswag which attracted some 7 000 people tn 1ts inaugural meeting,
according. to one Johannesburg newspaper report "drew together the Conservative Party,
Dieg Herstigte Nasionale Party and Die Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging.”

The Conservative Party (CP) referred to in that newspaper report was formed in 1982,
following a further split by the right-wing in the National Party over the issue of
politigal reform. Dr Andriss Treurnicht, the leader of the Conservative Party, in-
dicated at the time.of his party’s inception that "it believed in liberty of conscience
and in religious liberty - ardSemitism or anti-Semitism as such was not an issue for
his party and the Party has never, in fact, adopted an anti-Semitic stance.”

The strict Christian nationalist basis of the Conservative Party was, however, high-
lighted in an inmterview with Dr Ferdie Hartzenberg, Deputy leader of ths Conservative
Party, that was published in Buurman, the Board:of DOeputies’' Afrikaans publication. .
The _essence of Dr Hartzenberg's remarks wete‘fﬁaﬁﬁfﬁ'dVCnnservative Party government
there would be religious freedom - but no:religion other than Christianity would bs
promoted. Thus Jews agpiring to hold office, such as members of Parliament, would

not be able to do so unless:'they publicly promoted Christianity. He also said that

in a Conservative Party government education would be Christian national and there .
would be no_provisiun in schools for other religions. Commenting on Mr Hartzenberg‘s .
remarks, Mr,A Goldberg, :Executive Directéor of the Board of Deputies, said that if
being a member of the Conservative Party was conditional upen promoting Christianity.
it meant that no Jew could really become a member of the Party, and that the
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Conservative Party was limiting membership to Christians. As far as Jewish children
in state schools were concerned, he saild that children attending those schools should
have the same rights and privileges as other denominations and that in the present
system they could be exempted from religious instruction if they so wished.

Insofar as the Muslim, Coloured and Black communities are concerned, recent times
have witnessed increased expressions of anti-Semitic sentiments from sections of
these communities. Whilst the anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic stance of the Muslim
section of the South African population can be attributed to a large extent to the
bond of Islam and Third World countries that the Muslim community shares with the
Arab people of the Middle East, the same does not hold true for some of the Bleck
communities. Nevertheless, they too, share certain of those anti-Zionist and anti-
Semitic views. o "

In light of the political struggle of all the Black people of the country (i.s, all
those psople who are not white) anti-Semitism from that guarter is considersd by some
as largely a form of surrogate for the real problems that besst them. Others parceiva
such anti-Semitism to also be in part a consequence of “the image of the Jewd as: .=
wealthy, as being part of the prevailing political syatam and having. as ‘an- element

of the white population, benefited from it. SVl

Nhilsf anti-Semitic articles were for a long time a feﬁtﬁre of many pro-Arab Musliim :
publications, which hold rabidly anti-Israel and anti-Zionist views, the Peace for
Galilee campaign in the Lebanon radicalised Jewish/Muslim relations in South Africa

and resulted in a sharp increase in 1ncidants such &s-demonstrations on the univereity .
campuses and daubings of synagogues. Shortly after these events, sesveral Board “
leaders.met with leading members of the Muslim community in Johannesburg. In the.
course of a forthright discussion, they were assured that there were no widespread
feelings of animosity against the Jewish community amongst Muslim citizens.

Amongst the more parnicioﬂs'ﬁnti -Zionist and anti-Semitic leaflets to be circulated
in South Africa was one distributed by the extremist Islamic Propagation Centre of
Durban. That leaflet attacked the Prime Minister of Israel, Mr Menachem Begin, and
dqﬁpribed him as a "mass murderer and sadistic torturer.” Without any instigation
whatspever from the Jewish community the Publicationd Control Board (which monitors
the distribution of literature and cinematic mater¥al) appealed against a decision

at one of its own committees in passing the leaflet for circulation. The finding of
the appeal was that the leaflet was "harmful to relations between South African Jews
and South African Muslims” and was accordingly undesirable.

Black sympathy for anti-Zionism may derive from the solidarity that the Black popu-
. lation wish to pledge with what they perceive to be their oppressed brethren else-
where, particularly fhe Palestiniane. The Black communities of this country in their
struggle for equal rights and opportunities are supported at the United Nations and
elsewhere by the Arab and Black African States and as these countries are anti-Isresl,
and:by extension anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic, it is not difficult to understand why
sene local Blacks should have adopted a similar attitude. Coupled with the support
shown by the Afro/Asian countries for the Black cause in South Africa are exaggerated
regurts of the co-operation betwsen Israel and South Africa. Such.reports unjustly
portray Israel as propping up and reinforcing the prevailing political system in the
Republic, and Israel and South Africa are inaccurately depicted as sharing a common
pnlicy in respect of their Arab and Black citizens. A recent report of the Inter-
naticnal Relations Department of the American Jewish Committee highlighted the fact
that Israel’s interaction with South Africa in both the economic and security fields
was negligible when compared to South Africa'’s relations with other countries. Not-
withstanding the availability of such reports the routine condemnation of Israel-Scuth
African ties persists, fanned by section3'0f=the Black press, certain Black leaders




4,

and by elements of the Muslim community who identify with and participate in the poli-
tical movements of the Black people.

United in their opposition to the new constitution and to the exclusion of Blacks from
the process of political decision making certain organisations have emerged and some
such groups have also come to include to some extent an anti-Zionist plank in their
platforms.

Black opposition to apartheid and to the Republic's new constitution has manifested
itself through two distinct camps, grouped around the United Democratic Front(UDF)

and the National Forum in which AZAPO (The Azanian People's Organisation) is a prin-
ciple element. The former includes elements of all South Africa’s population groups
within its ranks whilst the latter has a strong black consciou ness bias and excludes
whites from membership. Although the United Democratic Front has not adopted a speci-
fic stand in respect of Jews and there are Jews within the organisations ranks, the
UDF has nevertheless shied away from formal contact with the organised Jewish community
and has demanded a& denunciation of Zionism as a pre-condition for such contact. With-
in the leadership of AZAPO anti-Zionism is accompanied by anti-Semitism which stems
from the fact that Jews are perceived as an integral part of the ruling white minority.
Furthermore since it rejects co-operation with whites in its efforts to change the
status quo, AZAPO also negates the contribution made by individual Jews to the
struggle for liberation.
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THE SQUTH AFRICAN JEHISH COMMUNITY - AN OUTLINE

The South African Jewish -community enjoys a reputation for being well organised

and generous with a deep ‘attachment to Jewlsh traditional values and strong
emotional bonda with tba State nf Israel. ;v:

Numbaring close to 123 ‘000 this camnunity‘has contributed much to the development
of South Africa. making=its mark on. every facet.of public life, commerce and in-
dustry, science and medicine, art and music, philanthropy, sport and entertainment.

THE IMMIGRANTS

Persons of Jewish descent found thair way to the Cape from the earliest beginnings

of white settlement. Houever._they cuu1d not be professing Jews before the turn

of the 18th centliry, becauss the Dutch tast India Company's rules required that

all who were in ‘the service at the Cape must profess the Reformed-Christian Teligion,
Only after freedom of religion was. introduced at the Cape under the Batavian Republic
in 1803, was it possihle for -anyone who openly prufessed his adherence to the Jewish.

faith to. live in ths countrya

—

Frum;that time onwards a small trickle of individual Jews, for the most part from
England and Germany, began to arrive. Some remained permanently, while others later
returned to their hame countries. There were among them colourful and adventurous
personalities. B i
In 1841 seventeen Jews organised the first Hebrew Congregation in Cape Town. They
named it Tikvat :Israel Congregation [The Hope of Israel). By the end of the 1860's
several hundred Jews were living in South Africa. They played a significant part
in the cultural and civic life and added materially to the country's economic pro-
gress. Some had settlaed in remote places. A number lost their identity as Jews.

The discovery of diamonds™-~and gold in the 1850's which opened up the country, at-
tracted a number of Jews who were among the early pioneers. Men like Barney Barnato,
Isaac Lewis, Alfred:Beit,: the Joels, and Oppenheimers were among the founders and im
developers of South Africe*s rich diamond and gold mining industries. Their achieve-
ments gave them:status and 1nf1uance beyond their numbers. They were friends and
confidants. of national figunes .and some became civic leaders.

In the early 80's much larger numbers- of Jews began to arrive in South Africa fram
England and Eastern Europe. It has been estimated that in the thirty year period

from 1882 to 1912 some 40 000 Jews entered this country and in the next forty years
another 25 000 arrived from Lithuania, Latvia and England. A further 8 000 came a@s © ~
refugees from Nazi Germany in the 1930's. Their children and grandchildren con-
stitute the South African Jewish community today.

DISTRIBUTION

Roughly half of South African -Jewry lives in Johannesburg {63 620), The East Rand

(Benoni, Boksburg, Germiston, Kempton Park) (4 440): Balfour, Brakpan, Delmas,

Heidelberg, Nigel, Springs (1 660): West Rand (Krugersdorp, Randfontein, Roodepoort,
Westonaria}l (840): Vanderbijlpark and Verseniging (440), account for a further 10%. g
Cape Town and Peninsula (28 000) account for another 20%. The remaining 20% is i
spread over the rest of the country, from sub5Iﬂntial_JEuish_cnmmunities_in_ﬂu:ban_______——
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(6 420), Port Elizabeth (2 740), Bloemfontein and district (500)  to small communities
ranging from a few hundred Jews tn a handful of Jewish families. 1n the rural towns.
These figures are based on the 1980 census.

COMMUNAL LIFE

'In its comunal life South_ﬂ?rican Jewry is well organised with bodies which cater
for: religious, cultural, fraternal, sducational and philanthropic interests.

THE BOARD OF DEPUTIES.

' The central representative institution of the community is the South African Jewish
Board of Deputies, to which most of the country's Hébﬁew congregations and Jewish
‘societies are affiliated. Its biennial congresses (which decide the Board's policies
and elect its President) constitute a broad cross- saction of South African Jewry.

The Board was foundsd on the basis of separate entities in the Transvaal in 1903 and
the Cape in 1904, "to watch and take action, with reference to all matters affecting
the welfare of Jews as a community”; the two entities merged into one body in 1912,

The Board, @as it is known, has intervened with the authorities to prevent Jewish immi-
~grants suffering discrimination or disability on account of their race. It has

" helped Jéwish immigrants to become naturaiised citizens. It has maintained contact
with Jewish organisations abroad and has assisted in universal Jewish ceuses. During
"two world wars it assisted the South African war effort by attending to problems .
specifically affecting Jewish soldiers, as well as participating in the provision of
comforts for the troops. Domestically, the Board of Deputies.renders a variety of
services to the Jewlish community, including a variety of cultural programmes; it also
runs a central Jewish museum and library, and it renders invaluable assistance to
small country communities through the services of a country communities rabbi. It
furthermore maintains a Chaplaincy Department which serves Jewish servicemen in the

S A armed forces. Its publications Jewish Affairs and Buurman reach a wide readsr-
ship amongset South Africa’s English and Afrikaans speaking citizens. =

ZIONIST FEDERATION

The South African Zionist Federation is the representative body through which Zionist
work in the Republic is co-ordinated. The various Zionist groupings, organisations
and socleties are affiliated to it. Established towards the end of the last century,
the Zionist Federation enjoys a status co-equal with that of the Board of Deputies.
Its various departments desl with organisations and information, fund-raising, youth
activities, women's work and immigration to Israel. .

South Africen Jewry is predominantly a Zionist minded community ahd-this has given the
Zionist Federation its stature and influence. Zionism (the movement for the estab-
lishment of the Jewish National Home) has enjoyed the understanding ef successive
South African leaders and governments.

Affiliated to the Zionist Federation are a number of Zionist youth movements, namely:
Habonim, Bnei Akiva, Betar and Maginim, which econduct cultural programmes, organise
youth activitie® and run highly successful summer camps. In addition University
youth have their representative organisation, the South African Union of Jewish stu-
dents, which is affiliated to the Zionist Federation as well as the Board of Deputies.

RELIGIOUS LIFE

'In the main South African Jews belong to Orthodox ccngfégatiana with”ébout-gne-fifth
being members of Progressive congregations. These are asutonomous badies, each
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controlling its own affairs, with religious authority vested in its spiritual leader.
Most “of ‘them, “Rowever, are affiliated to reprigsentative organisatiaons which endeavour
to strenghten Jewish religious 1life. 'The ‘Federation of Synagogues of South Africa,
covers the Transvaal, Orange Free State and Natal. The United Council of Orthodox
Hebrew Congregations of the Cape and South West Africa serves the Western Province
and SWA/Namibia. Within the Reform sector, the S A Union for Progressive Judaism is
the co-ordinating body for Reform congregations. Rabbis and ministers have similarly
established their own representative institutiens. ' -

EDUCATION

Traditionally, Jewish education in South Africa was conducted by the Cheder or Talmud
Torah "(afternoon classes run by Hebrew congregations, which required the attendance
of the ‘children of members after their day's studies at Goverﬂment schools). Jewish
'educaturs. ‘however, had long felt that this system was inadequate and a mnvement
develnped to create JewisHhH Day Schools which would combine general and Jewish
educatiun.
Side by side with Telmud Torahs whieh still account For some 4 QOU pupile. twenty -
Jewish Day schools have been established in the main centres affiliated to the South
African Bcard of Jewish Education: = King David Juniar and High Schools, Linksfield:
King David Primary ‘and High Schools, Victory Park; King David Primary School, Sandtcn
a total of 3 571:pupils.. United Hebrew Schools in Cape Town with a total of 2" 192
pupils; Carmel College-in Durban with a total of. 617 pup;ls; Hillel Primary and High
SchoalsBenoni: withia total of 248 pupils; Theodor Herzl Primary and High Sehouls dn-
Port Elizabeth with a total of 356 pupils).. These. day sehoaie provide a full edu—’
cation Folluwing the Government syllabus from the primary cleeses to matric end in
*addifientteach Jewish:studies (Hebrew languege, Jewish religinn. histery ‘and, Iitere—
turel as, ncnmel 5chonl subjeets. . : . i s
A*more’ inteneive Jewish traditional educatien is provided by the Yeshiva Cullege et
(554 pupils), the Torah Academy of the Lubavitch Foundation (280. pupils). the Beig-
Yakov Girls School, the: Sha'arei Torah Primary School. (125 pupile) and Yeshivat’ Turat
Emet (25 pupils), all in Johannesburg, as well as the Hebrew Academy in Cape Town.'

The Progressive Movement maintains a network of supplementary Hebrew5enafﬂeligieue”
classes’ at ‘temples affiliated to it. These schools are all affiliated to the Union
fof Progreeeiue-Jewish Education. ‘ A - ; ¥ '

The Jewish eunnunity ‘has:.elso built up an exeellent netwcrk af Hebrew Nursery Schonls.
conducted according to the standards laid down by the Nursery School Association of
South Africa, with an enrolment of -nearly 3 000 children. A tutel of 15 000 Jewish
children currently receive Jewish education through the Jewish Nursery Schools, after-
-noon Hebrew schuele and Jewieh -Dey Schools. - :

Whersas: a generatien ago, Hebrew teachers had: tu be 1mported South African Jewry is
today providing many of its Hebrew teachers from its own renks._ The Rabbi Zlotnick
Hebrew Teachers Training College in Juhanneeburg has graduated many teachers since
‘its inception 1n 194&. ' : . . ;

The- Jewish-Students Uniuereity Programme [JSUP) whieh enmbines ‘traditional Jewish
studies with university studies through.:UNISA (the University of South Africa),
operates in: Johannesburg. -Through the DBepartment of Hebrew and. the Kaplan Centre
for Jewish Studies at the University of Cape Town, the Department of Hebrew at the
University of the Witwatersrand and the Department of Hebrew end Jewish Studies at
Natal University in Durban, students are afforded an oppertunity to study Hebrew ‘and
“"Jawish etudiee at a tertiary level. ' . _ ‘ [

An intensive pest-schuel religiuu= pregraﬂne 15 offered by the Yeehiva Gedolah ef
Johannesburg and the Yeshiva Maharsha at Glenhazel, Johannesburg from which greduates,
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_who have: been ordained as rabbis, are ncw 5erving the South African Jewish cnmmunity;
A Lubavitch YesHiva hds also opened in Johannasburg to meet the needs of the Chabad °
congregation.

WELFARE BODIES

Apart from caring for its needy through Jewish welfare agencies in all the major
centres, the Jewish community has also created a number of institutions for the aged,
orphaned and handicapped. In Johannesburg the Witwatersrand Jewish Aged Home and Our
Parents Home accommodate aged members of the Jewish community principally from the
Transvaal. Beth Shalom in Ourban caters for the Jewish aged of Natal and Highlands
House in Cape Town accommodates the Jewish aged of the Cape’ Province. Arcadia Child-
ren's Home in Johannesburg and the Oranjia Home in Cape Town care for Jewish children
from broken homes. The Selwyn Segal Hostel in Johannesburg attends to the needs of
some 155 physically or mentally handicapped residents and some 60 day cars members.
The Kibbutz which the hostel maintains is run by a further 16 residehts and Hatikvah
House which is also under the hostel's auspices accommodates 11 residehts engaged in
sheltered employment. Glendale in Cape Town also caters for the meritally handicapped.

COMMUNAL WORK

A major women's organisation is the Union of Jewish Women of SoutHern Africa which has
branches throughout the Republiec, Zimbabwe and South West Africa. 1Its policy 1s to
render service to the Jewish community as a whole; to the South African people, irre-
spective of race, colour or creed and to Isrsel. Goodwill meetings are a regular
activity of the UJW, to which Gentile groups such as the Vroue Federasie, the Women's
Agricultural Scoieties and the National Council of Women, etc are enthusiastically
drawn. The participation of the UJW branches in welfare work is impressive. They are
concerned with problems of the under-privileged and the under-nourished - the aged,
the mentally ill, the sick and with children. They express thelr concern in a variety
of ways - by introducing feeding schemes for under-privileged of all races, such as
soup kitchens or the supply of essential focods to crechss, nursery and primary schools;
by the provision of family centres and by work for Red Cross, Blood Transfusion, etc.
They provide transport to hospitals and clinics and assist in occupational therapy.
They arrange outings and entertainment for orphans and the aged. The Union of Jewish
Women also runs a thriving Adult Education Bivision.

The spectrum of Jewish communal work is broad and includes specialist agencies like
the S A Ort as well as friendly societies and Fraternal Orders like the Hebrew Order
of David and B'nai B'rith.

Specific interests are served by such bodies as the S A Jewish Ex-Service League and
the Maccabi, the latter being primarily a Jewish sporting body through which teams
from South Africa are sent (every four years) to participate in the Maccabiah in
Israel.

There is still a considerable, though diminishing, number of Yiddish-speaking Jews in
South Africa. The S A Yiddish Cultural Federation strives to cater for their needs
and promotes a knowledge of Yiddish among their children. It motivates the running of
a Yiddish Nursery and Folk School and publishes a Yiddish bi-monthly "Dorem Afrika”.

While congregations and other bodies raise their own finances among members there are
two country-wide Jewish fund campaigns in which all co-operate. - The Israel United
Appeal raises funds for causes in Israel. The United Communal Fund helps meet the
budgets of national Jewish organisations like the Board of Deputies and the Boerd of
Jewish Education.

THE JEWISH PRESS

The community is well served by a vigorous weekly Jewish press consisting of the "S A
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Jewish Times”,:an independent newspaper; the "Zionist Record and S A Jewish Chronicle”,
the organ of the S A Zionist Federatiun and the "The Jewish Herald”, a nawspaper pub-
lished by the Zionist Revisionist organisation.

Campilad by-
Dr Steppen Cnhen - Deputy Director

With acknnﬁledgements toz:'j

Edgar Barnstein. "A Bird's-Eye View of South African Jewry Taday
from South African Jewry 13967/68

The Jewish Heritage in South Africa puhlished by SATOUR

Gus Saron: "From Immigrants to South Africans”
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THE BOARD AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

The issue of racial discrimination has been one cf concern to the South African
Jewish Board of Deputies for a long time. Although there have been differing views
on the matter, they have been ones of approach and not of principle.

On the one hand -there have been demands that the Board condemn all racial dis-
criminatory practices, even if it meant actively entering the political arena.
On the other hand, there has been the more cautious approach. It has stated that
although racial discrimination is contrary to Jewish ethical and moral tenets,
taking an active stand against it in specific political terms was the prerogative
of the individual and not that of the Jewish cammunity as a collective body.

The latter view was the official policy of the Board. Thus the 23rd National
Congress in 1962 reaffirmed that "Congress deplores any attempts from within or ocut-
side of the Jewish community to introduce Jewish issues into the political con-
troversies of South Africa. It affirms that there is no collective Jewish attitude
on political issues”. It emphasised that, in common with other South Africans,
Jewish citizens as individuals had the right and duty to hold and express views

on such questions and to "exercise their civic responsibilities through the poli-
tical party of their choice.”

However, the 1962 Congress recognised that the fundamental racial problems of South
Africa concerned members of the Jewish community as vitally as they did all other
sections of the population. It urged svery Jewish citizen to make his individual
contribution in accordance with the teachings and precepts of Judaism, towards the
promotion of understanding, goodwill and co-operation between the various raess,
peoples and groups in South Africa. Furthermore it encouraged the achievement of
a peaceful and secure future for all the inhabitants of the country based on the
principles of justice and the dignity of the individual. This point of view was
reiterated in similerly worded resolutions at Board Congrasaes in 1965, 1967,

1870 and 1972.

The moral responsibilities of the Board of Deputies and the Jewlsh community in
respect of South Africa’s political affairs was drawn into sharper focus in the
course of an address by the late Mr A Suzman, QC, then a Vice-Chairman and Chairman
of the Board's Public Relations Committee, to the 28th National Congress in 1874.
He said, inter alla, "The non-intervention of the Board in politicel issues does
not imply that we.are indifferent to the inequities of our existing political,
social and economic structure. We are not, however, a political body and we cannot
take up the cudgels for or against the policy of any particular political party.

We cannot, as a body, align ourselves with or against any of the existing political
parties. Nor,for that matter, ere we a religious body. Does this then mean that
the Board must remain an impotent and silent spectator of all those aspects of our
socliety of which we disapprove, concerned only with our own domestic affairs?

"As has been repeatedly emphasised, the moral arena is not clesed to us. Though
we cannot canvass men’s votes, we can canvass their moral values. Indeed it is my
firm belief that it is only through a constant affirmation of moral values that the

(20V)
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ground oan be-prepared for significant political changes. ...By precept and practice
we: must, at least among our own community, seek to restore the moral values of com-
passion -and justice and so help reawaken ‘the conscience of mankind. ...The time is
long past when our oommunity can. concern ‘itself ‘solely with its own domestic affairs.
Every individual, irrespective or his party affilietions or lack of them, must be
concerned and involved in the deeper issues. which now face South Africa.”

Once more the .Congress adonted a resolution which called on the Jewish community "to
share in the great challenge and opportunity involved in establishing a just, stable
and peaceful relationship between all races and groups in South Africa, which ack-
nowledges the right of all to live in dignity and security, to maintain their group
identity and dietinctive culture. and to exeroise the opportunity to advance in all
spheres.

'In an historic address at a banquet in May 1976, held to mark the visit to Israel
of the Prime Minister, Mr B J Vorster, Mr D K Mann, President of the Board of
Deputies, gave expression to the Board's increased outspokenness in respect of
South African affairs when he said "...I believe that there is a wide consehsus to-
day that attitudes and practices, the heritage of the past, bearing upon the re-
lations between our various racial groups are no longer acceptable. I believe that
there.is a new sense of urgency abroad in our land, a realisation that we must move
away as quickly and effectively as it is practicable, from discrimination based on
race or colour, and that we must accord to every man and woman respect, and human
dignity, and the opportunity to develop their fullest potential. Our task is to
translate into concrete patterns of living and of relationships betweesn man and
-man, and .group and group; the great injunction of the Bible, "Justice, Justice

- shalt thoy pursue, that thou may live and inherit ‘the land which the Lord thy G- d
geve thee }..T

Increasingly sensitive to the aspirations of many South Africans to effect a juster
society in the Republic, the Board adopted a more specifically worded resolution at
.4ts 28th National Congress in 1976. It stated "that the attainment of an equitable’
society necessiteted changes in the existing politioal. social and economic conditions.”
The, resolution urged avery member of the Jewish comminity to strive for peaceful
ohange - "in particular, for the elimination of unjust discrimination - so that all -
regardless .of race, creed or colour - be permitted and encouraged to aohieve the

: full potentiel of thelr capabilities and live in dignity and hannony.

At.a monthly meet1ng of Deputies in June 18977, Dr I Abremowitz. Chairman of the Board,
addressed himself to the role of South African Jewry in respect of inter-group re-
lations. He said it was important to continue in word and dsed, to put into effect
those thoughts and suggestions that had been made as to how a more acceptable and _
equitable society could be achieved. This was important otherwise all the statements
and utterances of the past, on behelf of the Jewieh community, would be conetrued as
irrelevant end pious. “
A forcefully worded resolution adopted at the 31st National Congress in 1980, stated
that "While welcoming recent reforms, Congress believes that unless more meaningful
and more significant changes in our social, econaomic and politioal structure are
initiated, the gver-mounting external  and internal pressures may well erupt into
violence and bloodshed. Unly in this way, can we hope to stem the widening gulf and
dangerous polarisation between our different population groups and establish that
common bond of trust and loyalty lssential for“a peaceful, united and just society.”

. An editorial "A .unique voice" in the Rand Daily Mail commented on the Board's ‘reso-
lution stating, "Coming from this community at this time, it is a view of special
significance which demends speoiaI attention. '

In an address to the monthly meeting of Deputies after the 31st National Enngress. the
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late Mr A Suzman, QC, President of the Board, referred specifically to the South
African scene. In his speech, he’ observed that "when the voice of legitimate protest
goes unheeded, bombs would be heerd.” He continued by saying that the future of the
white group in South Africa, and, with it, that of the Jewish community, ultimately
depended on the maintenance of harmonious race relations in a multiracial society.

It was this problem which overshadowed all- else in South Africa. Commenting on the
significant toughening of the language which Jewish leaders adopted at the Cengress
and which was reflected in Mr Suzman's address, the Sunday Times gquoted a former
President of ‘the Board, Mr D K Mann, who explained that, "The change in the language
reflacts ths increasing urgency of the situation ..."

In July 1981 the Cape Committee of the Board of Deputiea criticised a specific inci-
dent which was a consequence of Government legislative policy. It joined the Western
Province Council of Churches in condemning evictions from the bachelor quarters in
Langa, near Cape Town, and the arrest of many on pass law offences. In its statement,
the Cape Committes attacked the circumstances of the evictions and said that married
people had a right to a family life and home, no matter. how humble. "In the entire
exercise, basic human rights had been ignored ... In particular, we are appelled at
law befng enforced in this way .+. We appeal to the authorities to reconsider their
actions and call on people of" gondwill to support appeals to relieve the homeless.”

When, in 1982, the issue of detention without trial became one of intense public de-
bate, the Board of Deputies directed its attention to the matter. A Board statement,
issued to the press, recagnised that in appropriate circumstances, striét measures
might be necessary in the interests of State security. "However, the wider the dis-
cretionary powers vested in the authorities, the greater the necessity for adequate
safeguards to prevent abuse ... Detention without trial in solitary confinement should
never be resorted to as ‘a’punitive measure. Recent events have reinforced the view
that prolonged solitary confinement is indeed an extreme form of punishment. Punish-
ment should be the sole prerogative of the Courts ...”

In 1983, the Government presented legislation to Parliament empowering the Minister

of National Education to limit the admission of Blacks to White universitiss, according
to a quota. The Board among ethers wrote to the Minister requesting the withdrawal

of the legislation. In a subsequent press statement it said, that during periods of
its history, the Jewish people had been at a disadvantage as a result of the quota
systems in education. It appealed to the authorities to relinguish the Universities
Quota B1ill. It.expressed the view that. publicly funded educatiocnal institutions should
have "the right to admit any prospective student irrespective of race, colour or
creed.” The legislation, to which there was much opposition, particularly from the
English medium universitias; uaslsubsaquently shelved.

In the spirit of resolutions urging the Jewish community to co-operate in achieving
peaceful change, the Transvaal Council of the Board issued two leaflets which were
widely distributed. In the first, entitled "You and Your Fellow South African” appro-
priate Jewish attitudes towards other racial groups were emphasised. The second
focused largely on suitable conditions of employment and wages, with particular
reference to domestic workers. .

A resolution submitted by the Cape Committee to the 32nd National Congress in 1883
specifically dealt with squatters in the Cape. It recorded that the South African
Jewish Board of Deputies "viewed with concern the profound and ongoing suffering of
those who, from time to time, were removed from plae to place as the K T C camp in
Cape Town. Such actions by the authorities, if indeed they were essential, should

be pursued with compassion and consideration for the feelings, dignity and basic human
rights of those who, through circumstances beyund their control, found themsslves
rejected and lacking effective means of rectifying their situation.”
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The concern felt in the Cape over the treatment of squatters prompted the Cape Com-
mittee to issue a further statement in September 1983. It noted with dismay that
despite its previcus protests of other concerned institutions and persons, the des-
truction of shelters at Crossroads continued. The Board urged the authorities to
desist from the inhuman practice.

As the demolition of those shelters persisted into the following year, the Board de-
cided to ask for an interview with the Hon Dr P J Koornhof, the then Minister of Co-
operation and Development. It took place in July 1984 and the Board's delegation
handed a memorandum to the Minister which, inter alia, stated: "The Board considers
the destruction of -shelters for human beings, particularly during the winter, to be

an action which is abhorrent to South Africans of all faiths. ...The Jewish community,
on humanitarian grounds, and on the grounds of its own history of suffering, urges

the Honourable Minister to use his power and authority to put an end to this practice.”

In July 1983 Prof M Katz, the National Chairman of the Board, commented publicly on an
important change in Government policy related to the permanent residence of Black
people in urban arsas. He welcomed the Goverrment's decision to make home awnership.
available to Blacks by means of a 99-year leasehold. Whilst indicating that free-
hold would have been preferable to leasehold, he, neverthelese, urged every employer
to assist Black employees to acquire their own homes undar the new system.

During the same year the Govarnment turnld its attention to a piece uf ccntantibus
legislation, which had been on the statuté books for a long time. The Minister of
Internal Affairs appointed a Select Committee, to enquire into the pDSEibility of

- amending the controversial prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act, which prohibited people

of different races from marrying, and Section 16 of the Immorality Act of 13857, in
terms of which all sexual relations across the colour line were forbidden. In a
letter to the Select Committee the Board recommended that "the racially discriminating
provisions in the legislation be repealed.” .

The escalating violence and civil unrest in the country was reflected in & resoclution
adopted at the 33rd National Congress of the Board in June 13885, when it recorded its
dismay at. the violence and unrest occurring in the Republic and called on all con-
cerned to do everything possible to ensure the establishment of a climate of peace and
calm in which dialogue, negotiation and processes of reform can be continued.” The
resolution further recorded the Board's support and commitment to justice, equal
oppurtunity and removal of .all provisions in the laws of South Africa which discrimi-
nated on grounds of colour and race and rejected apartheid.

After a clash between rioters and police in Langa township near Uitenhage in the
Eastern Cape, the Cape Committee issued a statement which expressed its deep concern
and apprehension at the recent unfortunate and tragic loss of life at Langa township

. in Uitenhage. It lled upon all "to exercise restraint and tolerance, and to use

their utmost endeavours to find a solution for the problem which lead to these tragic
events."”

Police action against demonstrators in Cape Town in the latter half of September 1885
also evoked a reaction from the Cape Committee of the Board. Spsaking on bshalf of
the Jewish community of Capes Town it condemned "the acts of violence by the police on
men, women and children assembled in peaceful and orderly gatherings. The community
is aware that this is a time of trial and tension for all in our city but nevertheless
believes that the police should uphold. law and order in a reasonable manner ...”

The Board’s recorded stend against racial discrimination is manifestly evident from
its numerous statements and resolutions on the subject. It should be noted, however,
that in recent years the expression of 1ts views has become more forceful and forth-
right.
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South African Jewry will ap-
proach Rosh HaShanah 5746
with more than the usual

. "Aymat HaDin" -- trepidation
over the impending Judgment.
This is because we are taught
that on that Day of Judgment,
the Creator conducts an Annual
Review of His handiwork, as-
sessing both men and nations
and deciding their fate.

Jews are.understandably ner- .
vous. about South Africa's future,
not only because. we are seen

as part of what is feared might
become a beleaguered white
minority, but also because.of
our long history of being

caught repeatedly between the
grinding forces of act;on

and reactlon.

All the more reason that we
must see what is taking place
in South Africa today in
correct perspective.

To my mind, the most frighten-
ing phenomenon in the world

is a mob, because in it we
see human beings who have ab-
dicated their faculty of reason.
They have allowed themselves

to be reduced to being manipu-
lated, mindlessly herded and
stampeded like wild animals.
One cannot reason with them
because they have ceased

for the time being to be ra-
-tional people, and there is
nobody to talk to. Subsequent-
ly, they will probably wonder
how they could have done such
"things and feel ashamed, but
while mob psychology holds
sway, they are de-humanised

and unapproachable. This is
what is so terrifying about

the scenes we have been read-
ing and hearing about and seeing
in the newscasts.

But just as great a danger faces
us in our evaluation and under-

standing of what is happen-
ing, for we must be careful

that we do not abdicate our’
rational ‘faculty as well, and
rush to unwarranted conclu-
sions and impulsive, panic
reactions. We must be

very discerning about how

‘_ we interpret what we are

witnessing in this country
at this moment.

Panic emigration,is almost -
always ill-considered, be-
cause the motive is entirely

negative and emotional: a

frantic desire "just to

get away!" 1In such a frame-
of mind, not enough time.

or calm contemplation goes
into deciding to leave,. :
nor selecting and preparing..
the destination. . The result,
more often than not, is
disappointment and despon-

‘dency. The upheaval and‘

frustration commonly take!

a heavy -toll on individual.

and familial stability.
Naturally, there are happy _
exceptions, but most usually.
end. up feeling socially
rootless and financially
insecure -- "displaced
persons” in an alien society.

And where should pne run to,
anyway? 'In today's world,

all countries have serious
problems that should be as
worrying as South Africa's.’
Very few, however, are working
as conscientiously on resolv-
ing them. Hardly any can offer
as good an atmosphere in which
to live and to raise children.
This is not a place one should
leave hastily, without very
careful thought and compara-
tive assessments.

When I first came to South
Africa twenty years aco, this
was virtually the only country
so behind the liberal trend



of the times that it was still
officially seeking to entrench
and to enforce racial apartheid
and discrimination. Even then,
for a variety of reasons, I

was optimistic that a society
based on liberty and. justice
for all would eventually evolve
here. Today, South Africa, too,
is caught up with the commit-
ment to promote the dignity,
welfare and prosperity of all
its peoples.

Strangely enough, I would go

. so far as to say that what
makes South Africa different

in the present era is that,

of all the countries trying -

to bring about inter-racial

harmony and co-operative co-

existence among varying fac-

" tions, South Africa is probably
“the most likely to succeed!

I say this not merely as wish-

“ful thinking, tut as a consi-

dered assessment based on

several significant factors:

(a) In contra-distinction
to the bad feeling and
open hostility that so
tragically characterises
race relations in most
other countries, remark-
ably, but none the less
definitely and indis- -

* putably, there still exists

in South Africa a great
measure of basic good-
will and kindly feeling
between black and white.

"(b) For all but a relatively
small minority, apartheid
in South Africa is based
not on bigotry but on
protection of vested inte-
rest. This means that
when vested interest is
best served -- as right
now == by dismantling
apartheid, racial discri-
mination in this country
can be legislated out of
existence. Thus, we have
never had to call out the
army or the police to en-
force integration or to.
quell inter-racial fight-
ing., I don't recall a

(c)

]

single "incident"

arising from the paint-
ing over of the "Whites On-
ly" signs on park benches;
or the introduction of
integrated queues and
lifts; or non-white

shop assistants, bank
tellers and traffic cops
serving, directina and
ticketing whites; or
-integrating hotels, theat-
res and restaurants;

ete, , ete.

"The. free world cannot
~and will not allow
South Africa, with its

" vital mineral resources

and geographically
strategic position, to

" fall under communist

control.

It is vital that, both within
South Africa and abrgad, the
multi-dimensional purpose

of the present:i:disturbances
be fully understood. Every-
body knew and anticlpated
that with heightened black
expectations would come
heightened demands and impa-
tience. But, far more than
only demands for redress

of legitimate grjievances,
the violence, intimidation anc
school boycotts in the town-
ships are also manifestations
of a power struggle between
black groups -- some of whom
want, not a peaceful transi-
tion to a just society, but
nothing less than the total
revelution it would require
to turn this country into

a communist state.

The vast majority of South
Africans of all races want
meaningful reform within a
free, capitalist system.
P.G., they, together with
the authorities, will soon
succeed in re-establishing
law and order, so that real
progress can be made in
implementing the necessary
changes.



(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

I believe that the

-Government is sincerely

determined to persist

in trying and negotiating
until the right for-
mulae are found. Of
course the world was
disappointed by the
State President's fail-
ure. to announce startl-
ing concessions in his
August 15th- speech.

But all should realise
that the artifically
exaggerated expecta=-
tions created by the
media would have rendered
any specifics inadequate.
Under the circumstances,
enunciating a general.

. but unequivocal commit-

ment to genuine reform -
through negotiation was
the wisest course.

It will eventually be
realised by more and more
overseas decision-makers
that the reality in South
Africa is very different
from the wilfully dis-
torted picture portrayed
by the "news" media.

The discomforting and
unwise pressures will

‘correspondingly be re-

lieved.

South African Jewry has
undergone a remarkable

" religious renascence,

that is still gaining
momentum and affecting an
ever-increasing number,
especially of our younger
people. The closer we
are to G-d and His Torah,
the more we will enjoy of
His providential care and
protection.

Encouraged bty the unequivo-
calblessings and prophetic
reassurances of the great-
est Rabbinic visionaries
of our times (and who did
not counsel complacency
regarding the then impend-
ing Nazi Holocaust!), our
confidence in the future
stability and prosperity
of this country should
remain completely unshaken

by the disturbances we
are experiencing at the

moment.

I conclude, therefore, with

a call for calm and confidence,
even in the present situation
in South Africa. ;
We are well on our way to
meaningful, far-reaching re-
forms that will end discri-

- mination and give equal justice

and opportunity to all races.
This means that we are on the
verge of a new era wherein
South Africa will, with G-d's
help, be able to realise to
the fullest its tremendous
potential. - To panic now

and to be stampeded into fool-
ish and costly decisions, is
to play right into the hands
of those who do not want a

peaceful solution in South
Africa. : :

South African Jewry should
stand firm and contribute

of the Jewish genius to ' :
building a brighter future (-
for itself and for this great: -
country as a whole. ,

The only justifiable alterna-
tive is a positively moti-
vated Aliyah to Isrzel.

As I am fond of telling you:
"To go from one Galut to
another is no Chochmah.
Either go Home, or stay
home:"

- RABBI N M BERNHARD
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Historical background
Stephen Cohen

The carly period

The history of South African Jewry paralicls that of white scttlement on
the African sub-continent. Although, comparatively speaking, it is not
is long as the history of Jewish communitics in other purts of the world.
it nevertheless shares many similarities with them in that it is a story of
adaptation, of survival, and of the creation of a frinnework for the
preservation and advancement of the Jewish fuith and culture. Like
Jews the world over, the Jews of South Africa have made @ unique con-
tribution to the country of their adoption. and have enriched it in a wide
varicty of fields: so thut many of them are as much a part of the history
of the country as they are part of the history of the Jewish community
that lives there. .

Having always been a section of the privileged minority within the
country. the Jews have benefited from the opportunitics this status af-
forded them, although on occasion they have had to endure hardships:
never experienced by their white neighbours. In spite of such vicissi-
tudes. the Jewish community shares the love and loyalty which its fellow
citizens feel for the country, which is, for the majority of Jews in South
Africa today, the land of their birth. _

Jewry's earlidSt association with South Africa. has been traced back
to the Jewish cartographers, astronomers, navigators and sailors who as-
sisted the Portuguese in their vovages of discovery. which opened up u
sei route around South Africa to India and the East.

When the Duteh East Indin Company established i pernvimnent set-



tHement ar the Cape o Tod2 0 adhered wo the policy (notwithstanding
the Lt that oomumiber of Tews i Holland were sharcholders in the Com-
o ook onhy admnme Protestant Chistans into its serviee., Conse-
quentdy those Jews who did serle an the Cape during the Company's ad-
munistnition, were aither non-conforming Jews or Christiin converts,
Samuel Tacobson and Dinvid Higlbron, for instance, who were the car-
liest revorded Jows in the Company's service. converted to Christizonty
mn inoy,

The prohtbition against practising Jews settling at the Cape persisted
until ISU3. when the Colony came under the Batavian Republic, and the
principle of rehigions tolernee was estabhished. The Britsh took over in
1800 and continued the policy of religious freedom. There were Jews
among the imnugrants who settled at the Cape under the British adminis-
tration but in the absence of an organized Jewish community most of
them assimilated into the gentile population.” A notable exception was
Dr Siegfried Frankel, who settled there in IS08. and is the first known
settler 1o have professed the Jewish faith.”

The carliest expression of organized Jewish life was on September 26,
1841, the eve of the Day of Atonement. when a service was held in Cape
Fown at Helmsley House, the home of Benjamin Norden, an 1820 Sct-
ter. A week later, w permanent congregation named “The Society of
the Jewish Community of Cape Town, Cape of Good Hope™ or Tikvath
Israel was established,” The congregation. which was almost entirely
English and German, drew its membership not only from Cape Town,
but also from elsewhere in South Africa. One such member was Joseph
Mosenthal of Port Elizabeth.” who. with his brothers, set up stores and
trading posts throughout the Cape Colony, and also introduced merino
sheep imto the country: thereby Lving the foundation of South Africa’s
wool industry.”

When. in 1842, services for the Day of Atonement were again ar-
ranged by the Tikvark Israel. the number of declared Jewish residents of
Cape Town was 17, out of a 1ol white population of 9 359." By this
time. o nmber of Jewsshoammigrants had struck roots in the Eastern
Cape. some having come to the Colony as 1820 Settlers. Subsequently,
Jews were o be found in i host of small towns and outposts the length
and breadth of the Cape”

As the extent of the British influence inereased with the annexation
first. of Nutal (1843)." and then of the Orange River Sovereignty (later
the Orange Free State) in IR48."" Jewish pioneers were among those who
settled in these territories. The British adventurer, Nathaniel [saacs.
first visited Natal in 1823 when it was still dominated by the Zulu nation;"
he was folfowed by other Jewish pioneers, like Daniel and Aaron de
Pass. They developed the sugar industry in Natal™ and the coastal trade,
as well as other significant economic enterprises in the Cape and South
West Africa.” Jonas Bergtheil also contributed to the economic ad-
vancement of Natal, and initiiated a scheme for organized white set-
tlement in the arca. He participated in public life and became a member
of Natal's first legislative council in 1857." As the Jewish population of
Natal incrcased. the community came to be concentrated in Durban,
with smaller numbers in Pietermaritzburg, Vryheid and lesser-known
towns." '
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In the Orange Free State. a Gerin settdér, Isaae Baumann. came o
be closely identified with the growth and development of Bloemfontein.
of which he and his family were the first Jewish residents.” Basmann.
his son-in-law Wolf Ehrlich. and other members of the family. contri-
buted much o commercial and political life there.” Bloemfontein wus
the only pl.lu. in the Free State that could boast un orgunized Hebrew
congregation™ until the end of the nineteenth century. Llllhuu;_.h Jewish
pioneers had long establishetl themselves in a number ol other centres.™

The discovery of diamonds in Griqualand West in 1867 und of gold in
the Transvaal in 1873 (especially the main reef at Roodepoort in 1886).
focused international attention on South Africa. Prospectors from all
aver. the world were drawn to the diggings, and Jews, principally from
Great Britain and central Europe, constituted a large number of them.
They included men like Barney Barnato. who, togclhu with Cecil John
Rhodes, founded the De Beers Consolidated Mines.” There were min-
ing magnates like David Harris, George Albu, Max Michaclis. Woolf
Joel and Lionel Phillips. ali of whom were associated with De Beers,™
and & host of less successful men. The Jews among these fortune hunters
laid the foundations of Jewish life in Kimberley and, more significantly,
in Johannesburg and its environs. By 1890, when the population of
Johannesburg was first enumerated, upproxlmdteiy one-tenth of a total
of 10000 white people were Jewish.”

East European immigration

The era characterized by the gold rush was a period of particular signifi-
cance for South African Jewry, since it heralded the immigration of -
Jews from eastern Europe. They came principally from Lithuania, espe-
cially from the provinces of Kovno, Vilna, Grodno and Northern
Suwalki. and from Russia — the areas of Vitebsk, Minsk and Mogilev.™
This immigration swelled the Jewish population from about 4000 in
1880 to 38 101 in 1904, and 49 926 by 1911, so that it totalled 3.7 per cent
of the white population.™ [t affected both the size of the community,.
and its structure and direction. Many of these immigrants were initially
shopkéepers, traders or itinerant pedlars, drawn to South Africa by
stories of prosperity and the presence of family and Triends. Some came
to avoid long delays in England while waiting to gain admission 1o the
United States.™ _

Naturally the composition of South African Jewry wus considerably
altered by this wave of Yiddish-speaking immigranms. They enlarged
existing communities, and helped to form many new ovnes. However,
leadership of the established institutions remained in the hands of the
Anglo-Jewish section untif the 1930s, when some of the children of the
cast European immigrants took over;" but the impact of the new
arrivals on the community was felt far carlier.

[n the religious sphere, the presence of so many cust European Jews
resulted in synagogues which conformed to the standards and practices
with which they had been familiar, and which they were unable to find in
the Anglo-Jewish congregations.” Their predominantly Lithuanian
background and their conscquent identification as misnagdim or oppo-
nents of the Chassidic movement within Judaism. accounts too, for the



e o the provess ol accabturation. ™ Therd wére a ndmber ol reasons for
thist the Anglo-Jewish orgin of the orgasized comminny: igh urbant
zaton i ae cultore that wus ;n'udnmin'mil\: English: upward ceonomie
mobility stabtlizing at the muinty Lnghish middle-class Tevel, and the
superior magnetic foree of the l,ng[mh tanguage and culture.”

Reaction to Jewish immigration

The influx of Jews from castern Europe eroded the equitibrium thar had
existed between the Jewish community and the Afrikaner and English
pupulation.” Antipathy towards the immigrants first became evident in
“the rural arcas of the Cape, where the east European pedlar., or smous,
was the focus of resentment.™ The resentment was articulated in Parlia-
ment. as well as in the urban press.” This was partly due 1o the process
of urbanization and the consequent economic and social upheaval: Jews
served as o convenient scipegoat.” Elsewhere in South Africa, anti-
Semitic prejudice was also apparent. and was reflected in g number of
newspaper articles published in Johunnesburg.” In the light of the mixed
attitudes displayed by Afrikaners and English towards Jews, the reac-
tions of the Jews towards the Anglo-Boer War (1899-1902) were far from
uniform.” .
With the conclusion of the war, Jews came increasingly to value
British rule because of the benevolence of the British. who abolished all
the discrimination which had previously existed in the Transvaal, and
proclaimed themselves the champions of civic and political liberties.
Anti-alien agitation nevertheless. persisted principally against the cast
European Jews. In 1902, the Cape Legislative Council passed an Immi-
aration Registration Act. This was intended primanly to control the
influx of Asians, but it also curtailed east European immigration™ by
insisting that applications be written out and signed by an immigrant in
the characters of a European Linguiage.™ A \lﬂ'lllcll’l\f restrictive law was
cnacted in Natal. Although these laws only affected the maritime
colonies. and did not apply to the Orange River Colony and the Trans-
vaal, they were naturally disadvantageous to Jews wishing to settle in
the interior, Admission to the Transvaal was further compounded by the
need to secure an entry-permit and by difficulties of natralization
thereafrer.™
Against this background, steps were taken by Rabbi Dr Joseph Hernz
and Max Langermann in 1903 to create a Board ol Deputies for the
Transvaal and Natal. It determined to “take action in reference to
mattters alfecting the welfare of Jews as a communiny’,™ A sepurie
Board of Deputies. with similur objectives, was set up in the Cape in
904, Fargely av the dnstigation of Morris Alexander and David Gold-
blatt. the cditor of the Jewish Advocare.”” Through the cfforts of these
two buodies, the authorities in the Cape and Natal came 10 amend their
Immigration Acts and 1o accord o Yiddish the status of o European
Lmguage.™ A similar clause was incurmm{cd into the Transvaal's
Immigration Restriction Act of 19077
Despite the initiad element of discord between the Anglo-Jewish leud-
“ers of the two Boards of Deputies and their Yiddish-speaking felows on
whaose behalf they acted. the creation of the Boards reflected an aceep-
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tance o responsibdite o the part of the community’™s leadersiup:
tesponsiiling o defend the rights of the cust Furopean immigrant
Dyiscrinmnanon aganst Jewish immmgration wis viewed as o stigmabiza-
Lon ol the Jewsh communiny as o whole, for it certain Jewish immi-
arants  were regarded  as oundesirable. then by implication,  even
established Jewish citizens were regarded as undesirable too. Attempis
to hinder the flow of Jews from castern Europe were. moreover, con-
sidered 1o be very harmful for the demographic and cultural future of
the commumnity.”™

The creanon of the Board of Deputies ended the overall dominanee
which the South African Zionist Federation had previously enjoyed in
community life. Indeed. the Federation recognizing the challenge.
initially fought vigorously to prevent the Board's establishment. It also
heralded w decline in community leadership of the synagogue and its
ministers, placing it in the hands of secular leaders instead. The seeular
organization came o be viewed by the authorities as the mouthpicce of
tocal Jewry,

Following the unification of South Africa in 1910.™ the two Boards of
Deputies merged o form the South Adrican Jewish Board of Deputies,
which recuned the same objectives as its predecessors.” The Board
fought. among other things, for the continued right of Jews to immi-
arate.

Ax a result of the representations made by the Board of Deputies. the
Immigranion Regulation Act No 22 of 1913 specified that for the pur-
pose of the Act. Yiddish would be regarded as a European language.”
However, the strugele to ensure the unhindered immigration of Jews to
South Africa continued. Although it may have been the English. with
their experience of anti-alien awitation in their own country. who taught
the Afrikaner the rerminology of anti-Semitism,” it was the Afrikaners
who opposed Jewish immigration. and among them that anti-Semitic
agitation. was most yvehemently articulated. This state of affairs was
caused by a number of Gictors,

In the post-Uniop period. Jews by and large identified with the
English-speaking population and the pro-imperialist political parties,
prinurily because it was believed that Jews™ rights could best be guaran-
teed in this wisy,” This tendeney was reinforced when, in 1914, General
JoBOML Hertzog formed o largely Afrikaner party, the National Party,
which was opposed to British imperialism and republican in sentiment,™
Jews in general appear w have turned their backs on Hertzog's party:
thev increasingly came to believe that their future was best secured by
supporting General J. C. Smuts, who not only opposed secession from
the Empire. but was regarded as a friend of Zionism.™ The general sup-
port for Smuls continued. despite dissatisfaction in 1923, with the dis-
criminatory aspects of the Immigrant Act (the exclusion on economic
grounds of certain Jewish  immigrants had been included despite
promises by the Government that this clause would not be applied to
Jews).  Although: there is evidence that in the 1924 and 1929 general
elections. support for Smuts und his South African Party among Jews was
whittted down because of its immigration policy,” there does not appear
to have been o decisive swing towards the Pact Government. made up of
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National und Labour Pacties under General Hertzop ™

By 1930, South Afnci, like the rest ol the world. was experiencing o
severe ceononmie depression. South African Jewry idse had to contend
with the mtroduction of the Immigraton Quota Bill. sntended wo restrict
imunigration from castern Europe. and. in effect. to limit the number of
Jews entering the country. With o suddenness which caught the South
Alrican Jewish community almost unawares.™ the Minister of the Inter-
wr. Dr D, F. Malan, secured the first reading of his Bill on January 29,
19307 It created a storm of indignation within the Jewish community,
particalarly as Dr Malan sought to win Jewish support by claiming thit
the restrictions on their cast European co-religionists would be to the
community’s economic and social advantage. Jewry cqually vociferously
rejected the Minister's allegation that uncontrolled immigration of Jews
from castern Europe would disrupt the racial homogeneity of the coun-
try and would create serious economic problems, In spite of nppmlutm
from certain members of Farliament the Bill became law. )

The Immigration Quota Act was of enormous significance in that it
highlighted a wide cross-section of public support. cutting across party
and linguistic lines for limbation on Jewish immigration.” In the light of
the opposition to Jewish immigration which had lust manifested itself in
1923-1924. it is surprising that the Jewish community should have been
so unprepared for the Act and apparently so unaware of popular feeling.

The community’s surprise. however, can be partly explained by the
fuct that until 1930, Hertzog's National Party had not shown itself un--
favourably disposed to Jewish immigration. In fact in 1924, Dr Malan.
as the newly-appointed Minister of the Interior in the Pact Government.,
had rejected the policy of his predecessor in Smuts™ Cubinet, who sought
to curb Jewish immigration on economic grounds.™ The change which
this Act signalled in National Party policy may have been an indication
of the Party's inability to draw Jewish support away tfrom the South Afri-
can Party.” Having failed in both the 1924 and 1929 clections to capture
the Jewish vote, it has been argued that it was the National Party's dis-
appointment with the Jews which cleared the path for a radical change in
poliey™,”

The broud base of public opinion in favour of the Quota Act becomes
casier 1o understand in view of the prevailing socio-economic condi-
tions. By this time, the problem of the *poor whites™ had reached scrious
proportions. Large numbers of impoverished Afrikaners had come 1o
live in the towns and cities, where they were confronted by black compe-
tition in areas of unskilled labour, und predominantly English-speaking
employers. 1t thus became a major issue in the consciousness of Afri-
kaner pationalism and was related to the Afrikaner’s national struggle.™
The Jewish community, with its extensive involvement in commerce and
its predominantly urban location, became a natum[ scapegoat for the
ills of the *poor whites'.

The Immigration Quota Act generated grave Suspicion and animosity
between the Jewish community and Hertzog's Nationul Party, which was.
worsened by the increase in fees for naturalization certificates imposed
in 1931, This response set a dialectic process in motion, ‘whereby the
Jewish reaction tn the Government's policy in turn set up an increas-

7



M neabve respoase renm the Natanahisks who cime oo suspect the
the '

Aewas s e iode woere e Bocomimg Therr cncmivs’

Dresprre the Bovgraton Qo Aer. Jows living in South Africa con-
tnued wowdenuie with their English-speaking fellows and 1o vote
acvordingiv. Conseguently, the Jewish populition fuvoured the Tusion
al Smuts” South Atrvican Party and Hertzog's National Party o the
Uiited South Advican National Partv, or as it came o be known, the
United Party ™ Jewish support was probably based on the hope that i
woukd resubt in L moedernton of the Herrzog Party’s atitude towards
Fewrv through the moderaung imfluence of Smuts and his colleagues.
such s Jun Hofineve, The tormation of the United Party left extrenuists
e both Smuts” and Hertzog's parties dissatisticd. In the National Party
those who apposed amadeamation vallicd around Dr Mako and formed
the Purificd National Parts . although it was known theneelorward
simpiv s the National Paryv, ™ -

Period of the Alien Act

This process of political reiitignment took place against the nising
spectre ol Nazism in Germany, culminating in Hitler's appointiment as
Clinceltor i 19337 The intensificition of anti-Semitic policy in Guer-
many evoked general svinpathy in South Africa for the Jewish victims of
Nizism == in contrast w the widelyv-bised suppaort for the Immigration
Quobr Adct e would appear that while the general public. and the
Euaglizsh press i particular, opposed overt acts of anti-Semitsm, they
reacted differently 1o covert activities. especially those of imniediate
concern o then At oo ame would it seem that sympathy for perscecuted
Jewry abroad corresponded with a desire 1o have those Jews in the
Uinion, When restrictions were Lter placed on German-Jewish immigra-
ton they wrowsed Hittle opposition from the vowers or the press in South
Alricn. ) _

Close on the ieels of fascisim's rise in Europe. sympathizers organized
themselves into mavements in miuch of the English-speaking world,
including South Atrica. The Afrikaner nationalists centred on Dr Malun
wnd his Nutiomal Party were particularly susceptible to National Social-
istn becise of their race-consciousness. their anti-British sentiment,
their ceonomic snd politieal frustration and their vague affinity with
c Gernany (many of theme were of German origin).™ Although the

CNutional Party pever adopted  the German programme of National
Socialism. the Party’s anti-Semitie stance at this tme s now acknowl-
cdecd.” A maode of indigenous Nazism  acceptable 1o Afnikaner
mationalisis. beciause it was adapted to local conditions, did emerge
after 1933 and was manifested insthe Greyshirts and similar organiza-
tons.” Although their numbers were never large. these organizations,
with their natiopalistic and republican leanings and their unashamed
anti-Semitic platform. had considerable influence, and kept the so-
cilled “Jewish Question” in the forefront of public attention,

In an etfort o counter the local Greyshirts, the Jewish Bourd of
Deputies adopted o three-pronged programme: to promote better rela-
tions between the Jewish community and other white groups. to monitor
incidents of anti-Semitism. refuting them by publishing suitable fiterature.

-



amdd to press [ soti-de Bmation lezishibion agi@inst ani-Semine acis.”

Within the United Partve o Gction led by General Smais and L
Flotmeve was unguestionably svmpathetic to locad Jewny bui onher
clements, ichuding the Prime Minister. General Herlzog, while not
svinpathizing with the Grevshirts, were not as articulate in their svmpa-
thy or solidarity. With the Jewish question very much a political issue.
expediency forced Smuts and Hofmeyr to compromise their principles
and limit their acuvites on behalf of Jewry.™ This became especially ap-
parent in 1937 with the passing of the Alien Act. whereby immigration
of German Jews was effectivelv curtailed.

The Act of 1937 was introduced by the Government in answer to

mounting  pressure o halt German-Jewish immigration. This came
mainly trom the National Party. which had imbibed Greyshirt propa-
wanda and believed that the solution to “poor whitisin” lay in solving the
so-citlled Jewish problem.™ The Alien Act differed from the Quoti Act

S that it provided auniform system ol assessing applicants, irrespective
ol cauntey of origin or ethnic group. 5o it was less of an affront to Jewish
dignity. The Alien Act was not directed against Jews in particular,
although its purpose was the limitation of German-Jewish immigration,
so even Jewish members of Parliament found themselves forced to
support it us the lesser of two evils.”

The stand taken by Dr Mulan and his supporters during the passage of
the Act through Parliument, showed what a hard line the Party had
adopted towards Jewry. Dr Malan not only admitted that he was advo-
cating discrinvination against Jews. but. insisted that until Jewish in-
volvement in commeree had been checked. and Afrikaners had gained «
foothold in the business world, the problem of the “poor whites” would
remain,” The Natonal Party's feclings 1owards Jewry were made abun-
dantly clear by the official decision of the Transvaal branch o disquality
Jews from mcmhcnhap of the Party, followed by the Free 'st.nc. branch
soon after.™

Al the time when Dr Malun was expressing fears about the growing
influence of South African Jewry (1936). it in fact numbered 90 645 and
constituted 4.32 per cent of the white population.™ Over the previous
ten years, it had risen by 18829, or 26 per cent.” Of this figure, 20 per
cent could be accounted for by immigration.™ The fear that German-
Jewish refugees would radically alter the composition of the white po-
pulation was confounded by the figures: from 1929 o 1932 only 31 Ger-
man Jews immigrated:™ between 1933 and 1936, (when immigration was
restricted) 6 132 German immigrants entered the Union, of whom only
3615 were Jews.™ The total number of German Jews to gain admission
from the time of Hitler's accession 1o power to the outbreak of war in
1939 totalled a mere 5 334™ (although a further 200 Ge rman Jews were
admitted from 1940 to the end of 1944).™

The curtailment of immigration of Jews from Germany ended the
third significant wave of Jewish immigration to the Union. Despite the
fact that it waus stopped, and that the immigrants themselves were much
poorer than their cast European counterparts had been, this influx
nevertheless had a profound and lasting effect on Jewish life.” and bene-
fited the country in general.™ At the end of the Sccond World War,
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Notvontent with the Aben Act, the Natooad Party continaed 1o agi-
Lale Tor restrcnons on Jewish immigrants, and its members became in-
craisinglyoanti-Semitic an ther specches” While Dr Malan did not
adopt the rucist terminology of the Girevshirts, he did endorse their view
of the Jew as aonagor source ol Afrikaner troubles.™

Reconciliation and reaction

©The Second Wirld War witnessed a realignment of the political
iovaliy ol Nuavonalist Afrikaners. Following his resignation from the
United Party becanse of the Union’s entry into the war.™ General
Hertzog poined Malan™s Opposition in Parhiament™ and with his resig-
mation, precipitided the creation of the short-lived  Atrikaner Party.™
Antagonism and prejudice towards Jews, who came increasingly 1o be
coupled  with communism. remained o consistent clement. both of
National Parre policy.™ and extra-parhamentary groups such as the
Ossewabrandiwag. Despite this, members of the Jewish  community
served with distinetion m the South African forces during the war."”

Because of the Nationad Party's views on Jewish immigration and its
opposition to the Umon’s involvement in the war, Malan's electoral vie-
tory in 1948 Jilled South African Jewry with trepidation.,

Prior w the election. Malan had sought 1o soften his party's stand on
the Jewish question.™ and in facte the misgivings of the Jewish com-
munity proved Lrgely unfounded. Malan soon made it clear that his
Government did not mtend 1o diseriminate against any section of the
white population™ In et his destre for o reconciliation between his
Party and the Jewish community was proved by the sympathetic help he
gave them in their efforts o support the new State of Israel. which was
struggling to establish iself™” B ’

The fears of many Jews were Turther dispelled when an early attempt
wis made o imcorporate a pro-Government Jewish movement into the
Nauvonal Party, despite the die-hards, Although in 948 Jews were stll
barred tfrom membership of the party in the Transvaal, they were
already members i the Cape: it was not until 1950 that the Transvaal
ban was hilted. ™ oL .

This shift by Dr Malan and his Party appears to have been influenced
by two things: first, local political considerations; and second. confi-
dence that the problem of Jewish immigration had been solved by the
creiion of the State of Israel. (which evoked sympathy and respect in
the Calvimst Afrikaner™). Morcover, having gained political ascend-
ance. the Afrikaner no longer felt threatened by Jewish cconomic
competition, The removal of the Jewish question from public life, the
Government's fair dealings with the Jews and its friendship with Israel,
did not mean that Jews necessarily began to support the National Party;
but-it did atlow them to judge pohitical parties by their policies for South
Africa as a whole,"” rather than their attitude to Jews.

Although the policy initiated by Dr Malan continued under his suc-

cessors, ). G, Strijdom, H. F. Verwoerd and B. J. Vorster, two major

stumbling-blocks remained in the path of Jewish-Afrikaner relations.



The first was Jewish involvement in opposition ciittos: and the second
was Iseiel ancd it arcitude o South Africd. 3 '

Sounth African Tewrv, as an integrad part of the pu\rfu.ud white com-
muniry, hud worked through Parliament o defend and protect the inter-
ests of the community. Because of the divisive nature of South African
society, the plight of other disadvantaged  groups, especially  the
Astins' und blacks, had largely been ignored. During the strugale to
ensure the continued admission of Jews to the country in the 1930s. the
community’s leadership concerned itself solely with Jewish rights,
becapse the issue was urgent and the community wus in a precarious
pasition. The political advancement of the Afrikaner. culminating with
Dr Mulim's victory in 1948, saw discussions between the Jewish com-
nanity and the authorities bused on clarifying fewish-Afrikaner rela-
tions, with scunt attention pud 0 th wider issues of race relations
which South Adrica faced.

Individuals within the Jewish anmumt} huwu'c had long striven
for the advancement of all South Africa’s peoples. While the organized
Jewish community was preoccupied with its own interests, individual
Jews were among the first whites to take up the cudgels on behalf of the
underprivileged and disenfranchised. In the first decade of this century.
for mstance. Mahatma Gandhi was helped in his struggles on behalf of
the Indiun population by the Jewish community. They included Henry
Poluk. who edited Gandhi's newspaper Indian Opinion. Hermann
Kallenbach, who was closely involved with him in the Saryvagrahua strug-
gle, und Sonja Schlesin who was Gandhi's seeretary, '™

Among the  Yiddish-speaking immigrants were some who  were
intbucd by socialist ideology, and wanted 1o contrthute 1o the class
struggle. One such, Yeshaya Israclstam, was o founder of the Yiddish
Speaking  Group  within the South African  International  Socialist
League.'” Jews also attained prominence in the trade union movement.
two owstanding examples: being Ben Weinbren. who served for many
vears on the executive of the Trade Union Council. which aided in the
development of the Federation of Non-Europein Trade Unions: and
Solly Sachs. who rose to promunence as the generad secretary _ol' the
Transvial Garment Workers' Union,™

For the most_purt, however. South African ch-\ tended to conling
their political activities to white party political matters and the electoral
sueeess of Dr Matan did not greatly alter this, Although grateful for thie
shift in the Natiopal Party’s attitude the community reniuned wary of
the Government and generally supported the United Party.

Nonetheless. there were Jewish elements to be found i leftist organi-
zutions,"" Some were motivited by the moral imperative of their faith,
while others had despaired of their community for not responding to
their religious impulse, and severed their bonds with it. preferring to be
universalist in outlook. However, when the Government embarked on
its programme of apartheid which involved much restrictive legislation

“and the repression of opposition, Jewry was singled vut for castigation
and rebuke. This was mainly due to the high proportion of Jewish indi-
viduals among the Government's most vehement and articulate oppo-
nents, like the Communist Party and the Congress of Democrats. The
many Jewish names in radical groups at the forefront of the struggle
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collective interests us pereeived by thi Ill.':il.i‘i_"l'.'iiiliri ul the HiSaid of Depu-
nes. It was Ca charaeteristic minority grotip phencmendii, better
understcod iy sociological twerms as o luncoon ol self-proservation., than
modeolowieal werms as o function of Judiosm, What wis at stake, wis
simply the preservation of Tull rights for Jews as white citizens of South
Africa und the unhindered free existence of a Jewish communal life.”™

Ouite clearlv. the moral aspects of South Africa’s racial problems had
to be grappled with: both as individuals and as a community, While indi-
vidual Jews adopted o variety of wivs to express their moral convictions
the Board of Deputies, 1o response to pressure at home. and from Jew-
ish organizations abroad, came to accept the view that, although there
could be no colleetive Jewish attitude to politeal issues. there should be
it common atntude to moral issues which related to political matters.
The carliest mamifestation of this became obvious at the Twenticth
Congress of the Board in 1933, when the following resolution was
adopted:

Congress repeats its conviction that the wellare of all sections of the popula-

tion depends on the maintenance of democratic institutions sind the enjovyment

of frecdom and justice by all. Te beheves that the elimination af intergroup con-
fhicr and the abatement ol racial prejudice are vital [or the national pood. and
urges support of efforis directed 1o these ends. '

CAL suceessive Congresses, resolutions of a similar nature. which
became  mercasingly less vague in their wording. were unanimously
adopied.™ These highlighted the Board's constant struggle 1o maintain
its political impartiality while at the same time giving expression 1o the
moral and religious imperatives of its community’s faith.

The Ueticate position inswhich the Bouard of Deputies found itself was
shared 1o some extent by the Jewish community as a whole. This did
not, however, inhibit members from enunciating their views: the rabbi-
nate. both Retorm and Orthodox ™ radical members of the com-
munity." Jewish public figures committed to both the policy of the
Board and to the liberal cause.™ all had their say. Their varied pro--
nouncements indicated that the Board was indecd correct i saying
there wis no common Jewish response to such issues.

I is very difficult to discern a pattern ol Jewish politival behaviour in
the 1wo decades following the 1948 clections, but from some studies it
appeared that Jews gravituted towards the centre and supported the
United Party. with o growing segment to the left of centre represented
by the Progressives. At the same time, there was o segment which iden-
tified with the National Partv.™ One observer, in discussing the diver-
sity o Jewish voters, has noted that while “itis correct (o say that many
white liberals and radicals were Jews, it is equally correct that not many
Jews were liberals and radicals™. ™ '

Isracl-South Africa relations

The sympathetic stance adopted by Dr Malan towards Isracl (evidenced
by his willingness to allow the Jewish community to assist the newly-
emerged national homeland} and the overwhelming understanding and
respect for the Jewish State evineed by the Afrikaner .community,
prompted o re-examination of Afrikaner-Jewish relations and an effort
to restructure and develop them.™ The dialogue between Afrikaner and

o,
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The Enghsh Linguage press sharply eriticized the Prime Mimstet's
letrer as e threat 1o the Jewish community and an attompt o hold focal
Jewry hiostage lor the actions of Isracl. In contrast, the Adrikaans press
defended him. In an address 1o the Natonal Party Conference in
November 1901, Dr Verwoerd responded to the outery by denying that
the letter was intimidatory. He stated that “there have been times when
one could have spoken of anti-Semitism in South Africa, but during the
Government's thirteen years of office, there had not been one single
action against Jews'. He furthermore urged that nobody must allow
himsell o be impelled by propaganda to participate in the arousing of
vactal hatred™."™ -

Whatever feelings of discomfort Dr Verwoerd's letter may have
aroused and however much his allegations resembled statements issued
by the Nunonal Party during the Greyshirt period. it could not be
denied that the Governmert had not engaged in anti-Semitic agitation,
nor had it allowed a single Jewish issue to cloud subsequent elections.

Svuth African Jewry's dual loyalty was further challenged by Israel’s
continued support for United Nations® resolutions condemning South
Alrica. In 1901, following Isracl’s vote in favour of sanctions on South
Afnca, the Treasury notified the Zionist Federation that the special
permission which the Government had given the Federation to transmit
funds to Israel. in excess of foreign currency regulations, was being
withdrawn. Henceforth funds transferred o Israel would come under
the sume restrictions as those transferred 1o any other country.” This
caused a crisis in Zionist circles as the principal expression of their com-
mitment to Zionism was through fund-raising from [srael’s human
needs. '

A further strain resulted from Israel’s vote in favour of a General
Assembly resolution in November 1962, which included o demand for
sanctions aguinst South Africa. Onee again South Afncan Jewry found
itself foreed 1o reiterate its patriotism 1o South Africa whilst reaffirming,
its spiritual links with the Jewish State.'” The deteriomtion continued
with the down-grading of Israel’s diplomatic represcntation in South
Alrica folowing the recall of its minister plenipotentiany.™

While Verwoerd persistently spoke out against any manifestation of
anti-Jewish feeling in South Africa in consequence ol Israel's foreign
policy," the discomtort caused by Israel’s actions at the United Nations,
coupled with the persistent allegations of Jewish prominence in anti-
apartheid activities, did result in anti-Semitism and the appearance of
more anti-Semitic literature.'

The turning point in restoring harmony between Israel and South
Africa was the Six Day War of 1967."" General admiration for Isracl's
achievements resulted in Prime Minister Vorster (Verwoerd's sucees-
sor) waiving his Government's ban on the transfer of funds to Isracl, as a
gesture 1o the Jewish community.”™ Gradually. tics  strengthened
between the two countries and, despite a number of sctbacks,”™ grew in
extent over the emsuing years, especially after the Yom Kippur War of
1973 and the severanee of diplomattic relations between Israel and o
Large number of African states. With Isracl no longer subject to pressure
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lations witl Sonth Africi the pace of
dme contacts was o aceeherated. al-

Prenmt_ thiese snsiinies waer b e

diplomizne oy

il inon did

toizhy Isract contmued oot aparthend, I 19740 Israels diplo-
e e presentaion it Sonth AT was cosed o embassy level, dod o
vear dater Soath Adrca reaprocated. ™ Followmg the eachange of

ambassadors, Pome Minister Vorster and Foreign Mimster Hilgard
Muller visited Iarael, with the result that o programme of economic.
scientific amnd industosl co-operation between the Iwo countries was in-
stituted. ™ Progmate selt-mterest, which in Israel’s case included s
inherent voneern for the welfure of South Advican Jewry., had at fast
become the overt basis for Israel-South African relations.™

Bilareral ties ar all levels of mutual terest were continued  and
expaded following the clectoral victory of Menachem Begin's Likud
Party e Israel i 1977, This naturally coused satisfaction in Jewish
crecles, but it was not without detractors. Criticisme came from within
the Jewish community . espectdly from voung people. who feh that such
ks only remforeed alleganons made abroad that Zionsm was equated
with ractsm, apd the [h;\ poliey would alienute black sympathy for
I~| ach and Jewry,

The current situation

The improveient i lsracli-South Afnean relations co-incided with

period of patitieal and Social readjostment in Soath Alrvica. Against

backgradnd of continued fegistation. desianed to enforee and entrench

apartheid, and widescale detention without rial. intended 1w repress

the radical opposition. ™ differences in attitudes umong members of the

Nitiomid Party héeame inereasimgly apparent. On the one hand there

swere those who supported Prime Minister Vorster., who in pursuit of an

outwird-reaching policy, was willing to adjust the official line, On the

other hand. there were those who represented the conservative Adri-

saner and opposcd steps which were viewed as o threat o Afrikaner

whentity such as greater co-operation with Fnglish speakers. the forging

of diplomatic tinks with blaek stares. and cross-colour sporting activitics,

These two schools were dubbed respectively verfigies and verkramipics.

In 1969, the verkrompres were expelled from the National Party and they

tormed the Hersigne Nasionale: Party (HNP)'S While the HINP has

never wnined woseat in Parliiment it has enjoved.a measure of support |
amony conservative Afrikancers. With its combination of ultra-conserva-

tsm and religious fundamentalism. the Party has remained a source of

conservative puhineal ideology and continued anti-Semitism. particu- -
faraly through its newspy tper Die Afrikuner.

A more al: rming expression of vight wing agitation wis lhc Uu.-'u.-.'n'r-
weerstandshen ceine (AWH. 0 radical organization with racist views, in-
vludimg anti-lewish ones, which was tormed in Y81 when its spokesinen
advocuted thar Jews be deprived of politieal vights, There was reaction
not onlv from the Jewish comminnty, but also from Prime Minister
oW, Botha, whoo inoaospeech o Parliment. soundly condemned the
AWE and s deadership.™ The attitude of the Afrikanerweersiands-
Preweging towards violepee as apolitical means wis reveaded when some

Tay”



members were found 10 be in llemil pissession of drs. g fuer which
vonaiderabiv weakoned the credibility of the organization '

Phese evenis matorally alfected South Afrvican Jewny . ot only be-
ciuse the communine’s future is bound up with that of otier white South
Africans, but because. for the Hirst time in many years. anti-Semitisin
becime imcorporated to some degree in the policy of right-wing groups.

The Board of Deputies took an increasingly firm stund on moral
issucs, without identifving with political parties. It wried o raise the
noral awareness of Jews that race relations were not a natter of poli-
tics. but of concerned human values.™ The Board's Cape Commitiee.
for example. spoke out against the foreed removal of bluck squatters in
(977 and recently there have been Board protests aguinst detention
without trial ™ against the proposal to limit the numbers of blacks ad-
mitted to white universities"" and against other issues. At the same
tme. it has su o ST o on lease-

hold™ and It he suffer-
ing caused by

Although fe wsed the
Board’s policy, widely in
their views on t Jual Jews
continue to be 't to help -
bring about the ure pros-

newi b Boasnsials NN N





