*
AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
6406 4 b

:‘1.> ;¥ Yo

2, >

4 X
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series D: International Relations Activities. 1961-1992

Box 74, Folder 4, Tiso, Jozef, 1983.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



. "PUBLIC. COMMITTEE IN ISRAEL
OF SURVIVORS OF AUSCHWITZ
and other extermination camps

ZRUSALEM 91021 TEL-AVIV 61012
0.B. 2126 Tel. 222049 P.O.B. 1303 Tel. 767631

e

5 POYIR Y YRIwra remaya avin
IR 113" nunm

61012 1’aR-Yn 91021 mhYyehy
76?63| Vv 1303 .T.n 222049 v ,2126 .1.n

. in the not foo distant future will be merely alegend.”

— then AUSCHWIITZ

are wdaiuing T1or that
t

1
h
|

TP NRDZ 1751 KD piwar owrna S oanangn 0 Pwn GoKs

ST ALYIND MDXRA PMIDD MNP WM — pyy

PINT K21 PNYI 79p° 927m 1253 3wwb Joen PUvIRY M

November 16, 1983

Re: Jozef Tiso--conv1cted and executed war cr&n-
inal to be proclalmed a martyr? :

Your lioliness:

Mr. Martin Zapletal, Secretary of Holocaust Survivors USA,
has informed us in a letter dated August 10, 1983, that the Vati—
can's representative to the U.N. in lew York Pr. Chili, hes
granted permission for the prayer to elevate the ' martyr " Jozef

Tiso, to sainthood.

It was our underatanding that this was not taklng place, as
your Holiness will see from the enclosed three Newslegsers. (10.
20, p. 1 is our letter to your Holiness of July 1, 1982, occasioned

by events described in No. 19, p. 1.- No. 21, p. 1is a reply con-
veyed by Father Stiassny of Ratisbonne in Jerusalem.) ;

- Since seemingly the action to canonize the convicted and ex-
ecuted war criminal Tiso is continuing, we beg your Holiness for
confirmation of the message relayed to us through Father Josenh

StiaSSny of Ratisbonne, as. mentioned above.

In the names of the victims and survivors of Auschwitz and

other extermination camps, we hope that your Holiness will not
tolerate this action to continue and trust that our letter will

find favor in the eyes of your Holiness.

Very respectfully

: ‘L ( i) 4 a,r/ ;
Josef Foltys . / Erich Kulka Lllli I pec)}f
Chairman " Hon. Chairman ("en cret

Papa Ciovanni Paolc 5
11 Vaticano
Romra

< account: Bank Leumi i.e Israel, Kessem Branch, Ramai Gan, No. 4326/75 4326775 ‘DD I}J RBY 08P A 'mW"J ‘:‘3.3“5 P;; P’ R
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Aromatic vapours must have emanated from my
body that night, for one of the girls shouted, "I
swear to God, I smell apples!" "She's
hallucinating,” somebody said. "We all will go
mad in this place.” 5,

Next morning, I had a royai breakfast in the
toilet. :

In the next ishue': Iéhe Road to the Political Debartment
VOreE of Bvscit) e %237 — JERISALER 1987

IV. A. / Documentary Film on Slovak Jewry

Our friend and member Martin Zapletal of New York advised us
well in advance of the first showing of this documentary film,

Our representatives were present at the first showing in
Israel on November 14, 1986, in the hall of the Diaspora Museum,

filled to capacity. The film has been produced on the initiative
of Mr. Jack Garfein, working in Canada and the U.S5. He had been
deported to Auschwiz in 1942 at the age of thirteen together with
his family and hundreds of other Jewish co-citizens from his

We feel that the vast majority of the’

Slovak people living in Canada and the USA are

~not aware of the role which the Slovak State
‘played under the leadership of the Catholic

priest Josef Tiso during World War 1II.° The
reason that Slovakians are so misinformed is that
people like Kirschbaum, the former leader of the
Academic Hlinka Guards and other Slovakian
representatives from that time have kept their
criminal pasts a secret. What we-are trying to do
is to confront the truth in relation to
Kirschbaum, to Reichstatter and to many other
people who during and after the war, on false
names and pretenses, came from Slovakia to
Canada. . : :

A big problem is also the Vatican. In

response to the efforts of some Slovak groups
from abroad to proclaim this former head of the

Slovak puppet state a saint - this man who has
been sentenced and executed, Josef Tiso - the
_Vatican remains silent. The Vatican should come
out and make a statement revealing the truth of
Tiso's collaboration with Nazi Germany. It should

native Slovak city of Bardeijov. Jack Garfein.is the sole. survivor
of his family. - : : :

This one hour documentary, produced by the CBC, made it
clear -to the public in Canada and the U.S. - for the first time =
that the representatives and employees of the Slovak puppet state

shared the quilt for the murder of the Jews. Mr. Garfein
documented this fact by presenting the collaboration of the former
Slovak gardist, Stefan Reichstaetter, today living as a respected
{citizen in Canada.

introduced by our Chairman, Josef Foltys, to Dr. Yitzchak Arad,
Chairman of Yad Vashem., Garfein presented a plan to dedicate a
forest in memory and in honor of the one and--one half million

Jewish children murdered by the Nazis, but the filmlwon priority.

To the question of what is the purpose of this documentary
film, Mr. Garfein gave the following answer: .

Jack Garfein is not ~unknown in Israel., In 1985, he was

expose his role in the tragedy of about one
hundred thousand Jewish citizens from Slovakia,

who Tiso's Government deprived of all human
rights and deported to the extermination camps.

I am aware, and I greatly appreciate what
your Committee achieved with your protest action
against the worship of Tiso's memory with prayers
in the Churches. In my opinion, the Israeli
Government should take a position. and should
press. the Vatican to officially condemn Tiso and
what he and his government did to the Jewish
citizens of Slovakia. This film is the first
step, and I will not rest until the whole truth

" about the crimes committed on- my people by
responsible Slovak representatives is revealed
and punishment meted out.

tor's Note: Re: Catholic priest, Josef Tiso,
lent of the Slovak State (created "by the grace of
,"). See, our issues No.ll p.l, no.20 p.l, No.25,

h.2A. n.11. and Nn. 34. D.2.
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‘]ourney Back’ in powerful strides ©
along the trail of the Nazi Holocaust

By DAVID HINCKLEY

Dady News Stafl Writer )
“My mother was 32 when she

died,” says Jack Garfein. He picks up-
a sepia-tinted photograph—all that -
remains of Blanka.Garfein, a dark-

haired woman with smooth skin,
“She grew up believing that if you
lived by a set of rules things would
not happen, like being killed because
you followed the wrong religion.” _
Even before their train arrived at

Auschwitz in 1944, her son now |

thinks, Blanka knew she was wrong.
“She knew she was going to die. When
we got off the train she pushed me
away from the women and children
over to the men. Which I thought
meant she was sending me to die. For
the rest of the war I hated her.”

They never got to talk that one out.

In the year before Allied troops ar-
rived, Blanka Garfein, her husband,
her daughter and more than 100 rela-
tives were victims of a Nazi policy
that reduced 6 million human beings
to & few charred piles of bone frag-
ments.

Finally Jack Garfein, 55, decided

to go over his own story in a film -
called “The Journey Back,” which '
has its first U.S. showing today in the

Clurman Theater, 412 W, 42d St at 1
p.m.

Back to Auschwitz
In the quasi-documentary, 8 Cana-

dian Broadcasting Corp. crew follows .

Garfein back to Auschwitz and his
hemetown of Bardejov, which during
the war was under Msgr. Josef Tiso's
Fascist puppet state of Slovakia.

His own memorles are intertwined
among interviews with other surviv-
ors, whose testimony eventually
leads him to '@ man named Stefan

Reisteter, district supervisor for the -

Tiso regime and, at the very least, a
passive accomplice in the deportation
of Jews to Auschwilz

The film builds to a confrontation -

between Garfein and Reisteter with
CBC as intermediary. They meet on a
street corner and Reisteter, today a
well-known member of the Slovakian
community in Canada, at first is cor-
dial. I think he recognized me,” says
Garfein, watching the scene with
clearly measured calm.

Garfein asks why it all happened.
Reisteter says he wasn't responsible.

It was the state’s doing, It was &

= . terrible shame. With nowhere else to
- go they shake hands and part. On film ¢
disbelieving. -

This is not, he says, like Nicholas .

Garfein s shaken,
Watching, he is calm.

Gage's “Elenl,” -where hatred and
frustration are forused on a single
villain. “I don't seek vengeance,” he
says. “What I want is for Reisteter to
say he's sorry, to admit he partici-
pated In one of the worst horrors of

'l thought she was
sending me to die.

For the rest of the
war | hated her.’

human history. We owe that to the
future. When you take the side of the
devil you have to know there are
consequences.”

In the end the film's power comes
more from the story of Jack Garfein,
who readily admits he is here today

mostly because the Nazis ran out of -

war before they ran out of victims,
- Garfein was 14 on Liberation Day

- in the spring of 1845, He weighed 48

gnunds. He was strong, though, and
y the next fall he was an immigrant
in a New York school. His first
assignment was “What 1 Did on My
Summer Vacation.”

By 1856, he was directing movles
in which he helped introduce Ben
Gazzara and Steve McQueen. In 1957,
he married Carroll Baker, with whom
he had two children. They divorced in
1869. Today he runs the Clurman
Theater and produces shows like
“Avner the Eccentric.” He lives in a
large, neat West Side apartment full
of art and classical music.

“Day to day I enjoy myself,” he
says. *1 just don't have the innocence
of my mother and father. I can't pass
to my grandchildren the optimism
they passed to me. What happened in
the camps changed everything.”

:For “The Journey Back™ Garfein

‘returned to Auschwitz, now random
ruins on whose snow-swept platform
Garfein can point to the spot where
Jnsef Mengele, Angei of Death, made
decisions.

ges WItﬁl

ST E TR L e : L
JACK GARFEIN Inhis apartment on the West Side.

You go left, you go right' No one
goes back. Garfein, shoved among the
men, told Mengele he was 16. Mo-
ments later he tried to return and say
he lied, he was 13. A Jewish guard
blocked his path.

I remember the smell of the”
- camp,”
"And factory chimneys. When I got to

he says. “A terrible smell.

Auschwitz and 1 saw chimneys
shooting soot and ash 1 thought they
were factorles.” ;
Returning to Bardejov for “The
Journey Back,” Garfein didn't find
much to get sentimental about His

house was rubble. Some townspeople

would not talk, fearing later taunts of
=Jew-lover.”

He looked up a friend to whom his
father had entrusted a trunk of family

—Honored Slovaluan called a Fasclst Ieader—

By DAVID HINCKLEY
Dasty Nows Stall Wrdar

Jack Garfein was “horri-

{ied” that fellow Slovakians
would give & community
service award to a man Gar-
fein thinks should spend
his life apologizing.

That was his motivation
for telling his story in the
film “The Journey Back,”
which will be shown today
at 1 pm. in the Clurman
Theater, 412 W, 42d 5t

Witnesses in “Journey™
describe Stefan Reisieter,
district supervisor for the
Fascist Slovakia regime, as
overseer for loading of
Jews  onto Auschwitz

Stefan Reisteter

is seen snapping off a Fas-
cist salute.

When a Pennsyivama
group honnred Rlu.stele:.

truth out™ And while hes
at it he thinks Slovakians
should fight something
else: the movement—which

he traces to the right-wing .

Slovak Congress—to
beatify Msgr. Josef Tiso,
Fascist Slovakian ruler ex-
ecuted In
crimes.

“Most Slovakians want
nothing to do with these
men when they know the
truth,” Garfein says.

Today's U.S. premiere of
the film will have an sudi-

ence of Slovakian Holo-

caust survivors. The CBC Is
working on a second part,

2slia

liw n,

D.i'l' CARROLL DALY NEW

heirlooms and found one item, a red

tapestry that had hung over his

mother’s bed. Now it hangs over the

"bed of the friend's daughter. She
- considers it her heirloom and will not

return it
So it continues, the parade of

‘people who don't quite understand

*When I got o America the teache:
bhad everyone in the class tell their
parents’ occupations. When she got tn
me 1 couldn't say anything. She
brought me up to the front 1 still
couldn't speak. So she tapped her
ruler and finally I burst into hyster
les and shrieked, ‘DEAD! DEAD!"

“And she sald, ‘You mean de
ceased.’

“They just had no idea.”

1847 for war

afraid there Is resistance to

Although he says he was .
‘tacing other Nay sonnecc iteld:the second part woul%.r{ﬁuims lotof Shecking.”

sentative says %l'a “very un-
likely” it will be shown this
year. “Something like this’
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Estimated Number of Jews Killed

In the Final Solution

ESTIMATED ESTIMATED JEWISH
COUNTHY PRE-PINAL SOLUTION POPULATION
POPULATION ANNIHHLATED

NUMBER PERCENT

(THE UNION)

Frum “The War Against the Jews 1933510137 av Lacy N
Dawrdouics. 1975 by Lucy 8. Dawidowicz. * 1975 by Hoit. Rinchart
and Wirsum. Reprinted by permewmn of Holt. Rinchart and Win-
stan Pubitsiers,

Off:c:T()Fg’an of the Ftrst Catholic

Slovak Union of the United States and Canada 3 _|

! The Slovak Nations|
Undying JTribute t0|
President Tis

Polond ’ 3,300,000 3.000.000 90 .. (USPS 2?3500' ;
Balhc countries 253,000 228,000 Q0
Germany  Austria 240,000 210000 90
Protecicrate ’ 90,000 80,000 89
L Greece 70,000 54. 77 P
The Netherlonds 140,000 105000 75 | [
Hungary 650,000 450,000 70 I
SSR White Russia 375.000 24500C 65
SSR Ukraine * 1,500,720 90C.00C 50
Belgium 45.000 40 S0C 6C
Yugosiovia 43,000 260CC 60
Rumoma 600,000 30G.2CC 50
Norway i 1.80C °co ¢
France 350.000 90.CoC 26 .
Bulgana 64,000 la00c 22
oly 40,000 8.00C 20
Luxembourg 5,000 1,00G 20
Russio (RSFSR) 975,000 107 .00C 11
Denmark 8,000 —_—— —— “
Finlond 2.000 —t— =
TOTAL 8,841,800 3.933,90C 57
“The Germans did not eccupy all the territory ol the republic,
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Necree No.255/1.940 of the Slovalk Code ordered "al Jews to be
excluded from studies of whatsoever nature in all schools and educational
institutes except el ementarzry 'schools." This was one of those
barbarian orders which now resulted from the Slovak national socialism,
whicH had been introduced following the vislt of President Josef Tiso

to Hitler in Salzburg om July 29.1940, The policy of the Slovak Govern-
mant toward the Jewes was now determined by the programatic declaration

of 9loval natlonal soclalism made by Prime Minister and Minister of |
Toreign Affairs, Vojtech Tuka, at a course for commandants of the HLINKA
QUARDS held in Trentianske Teplice on Janwary 21.1941< _ N .

f , A1l the earlier humiliatimg and inhumap:anti-Jewish legigla-
tion was codified in the notorious " ORDER (of the $TOVAK GOVERNMENT) ;
of SEPTEMBER 9, 1941, concerning the legal. position of Jews". No, 198/41

of the Slovak Code, which was referrsd to as the "JEWISH CODE".
i TV . T 1Y 36 D 0 L P D 80K 00 . 87 D L D DXL 2T e D N T X DTN T 0 X R B DX

Very few codes of law of civilized natlions can boast of any
document which derides all rules of humanity, decemcy, and culture, as
brazenly as this " ¢ 0O D E ", In many respects this Slovak version of
anti-Jewish legislation went beyond even the anti-Jewish statutes, known
as the Nuremberg Laws of the Third Reich,From the racial point of view the
Jewish Code defined a Jew still more rigidly than hitherto, It aplied
equally to persons of mixed bloed and of Jewish associations, The CODE
ordered ‘the compulsgory registration and visible marking of JEWS by

a large ycllow STAR of David, which had to be worn on the chest. It oxde-
red limitations upon martiages wilh Jews and sexusl intercourse with | ’
Jews. It deprived Jews of the right to vote and to hold public office.

It decreed the ineligibility of Jews for gouvernment employment, for the
professions of public notaries, lawyers, civil engineers, medicine, :
veterinary surgery and pharmacy. It ordered all Jews between the ages

16 and 60 to perform forced labor according to the orders of the Ministry
of the Interior, made them perpetuslly subject to gearchés of the person
and homes, limited the secrecy of written comunicatioms or to assemble,
and limited their exexrcise of religious worship and sducatiem; The CODE
forbade the ritual slakhter of animals, restricted the education and:
employment of Jews, restircted the right of Jews +to counsel and forbade
Jews to petition or anguire at gouvermment offices. These laws restricted

were forhidden "To L[oOSsess Gle picLures, statues. and busts of national
leaders" as well as "emblems of the state,and flags". Jews were not ‘allowed
to have "cameras, field glasses or records of national ftunes/t The CODE
nacelled tenancy agreements and leases, excluded Jews from public life,
ordered the dismissal of all Jews from public office, prohibided appeals
by Jews to the Supreme Administrative Iribunel, and denied the right to
make claims for relief in the state courts. In. short the CODE outlawed .
the Jews. Its 45 Year today and the TRAGEDY of Slovak JEWS beginning....

The documents presented in this ALBUM, - speak clearly, Inm:., - ..
continuation of : an. antisemitic traditiom of several Yyearsm the SLOVAE
Government joined the anti-jewish crusade without reservations..The progress.
was exactly like events in those European coumtries that had been occupied
by}fbe Nazis. First, a furious antisemitic campaign, folowed by robbery
made 1 wful by Act, which deprived the appointed victims of their property, |
their means of liveli~hood and the fruits od their labour. Finally the’ . ~
fiendisgh, minutely plaﬁkd trensformation of moral into actusl MUYRDER, into
tha mass-liquidation of tens, of thousands, of milions,.. : .

_ __“he Juwish Tragedy in SLOVAKIA might ha sensi
%EeSE?FlSt}ﬁal extent il the "GOVERNMENT"'aﬁd iggvzggigg.ﬁggsggiins?giier 1
béginxéﬂe ﬁ.gsg grégln our collection of ‘documents Qttempta to penetratezea )
il HETLER' 4 14, 1939, when the gang of SLOVAK adventures sold” their
souls; LR, ah?rM£RCH 1942, when their lust for Jewish property drove
S oone T HM§J§ SLOVAX JEWS wholesale, in return for buving from hi
g ‘ M a rtg 8 each, - their death. ol Rt
B 1.5 was the position of the TISO repime, w ight ha
rested on the MOLINES WORD while its 167t hard blesseﬁ"iﬁoqilﬁﬁt P a

ed and murdered innoncent Jews. - ' e -

Slovak -Jewry played a tragic, but active and honourable mart ir thi

;atest cetasirophy of humanity. It did not submit helplessly tolis%aﬁate bﬁis
fought wiht all pogsible means against the inevitable. The gtory of thoaé
battles for bare life in which the Slovalk .Jews lost a majority of thexr best
Tepresentatives bear at the same time witnese to their unconquerable will
to live, to work ‘and to fight for the REGHTS of uan. : -

(DOCUMENTATTON-ALBUM ﬁmx{/ wdd )i
" SLOVAKIA 1939-1945 n Nhrtﬂnﬁgé?FMfg'

;U'ie Will Not Forget..... ) '

Fas CrealEairom SLOVAK documentation compiled by : )

|5 O

P

the right of Jews to acguire tamgible property, cash or securities.. Jews__ |-



| HOLCCAUST SURVIVORS of S L OVAKTIA 1939 - 1945 !,

the superiicial observerm.the present publication of a book,

!u§§1i§§ :i%h the Tragedy of .Slovak Jewry, = might appear snmewhat belate?,
even untimely. In theniererst forthyfive years that have passed since the break-
down of tie German regime of crime and teror fresh grase has overgrown
many of the mass graves, the scars have “faded a little, and the strong
pulse of new life is beginning to drown the horror and lamentation of
the nmst. The work of the international war crimes court at Nuremh?rg-
and elsswhere, is nearing its end. In the meantime the hopg of a disgra-
ced humanity that those ramain%ng war criminals who have hitherto succe-
ied to ev justice, is vanishing. )
aee e E:ggehggschanéed since the day on which the gate§ of the concentra-
tion camps opened before the human wrecks of their inmates - many a hand
has been shown, more than one dark connectlon has been revealed. This
collection of authentic documents is not offered as an instrunment of
revenge. IU does not want to pecuse where the ju@gment of history has
long VLeen pronounced. Its aim is to gtter a warning, a constant warning,
an appeal to the conscience of humanlty.fo; all time  to come: NEVER
tGAIN to allow fascists, nazis or imperialists to.play their bestlgl
game with the life of whole ethnographic groups; it wanﬁe to contribute,
to help make sure that a full realisation of the significance of tﬁe
bloody heritage ol the second world war should nip in the bud al hidden
or open trickeries of irresponaible politics, which might lead humanity
once again towards the dreadful goal marked by a new Oswetim, tajdanek,
Mnuthnﬁaen, Treblinlca, Buchenwald, "

' A repetition of the tragedy would not affect the Sloval Jews
to any great extent; these were exterminated so thoroughly and mercilessly
during -the years 1939 to 1945 that not one of the once happy and Drospe—
rous cowmunity has lived through the murqeroua_storm without the irre-
placentle loss of part oxr all of his family, without severe mental sh?ck,
ox gravely impaired health., And those who have lived to see the moment
of liberation a% all ere an infinitesimal minority. . o i o

The extent of the tragedy of the Jews whose home was the teritory
of present Slovekia in CZECHOSLOVAK SOCIALISTIC REPUBLIC, -
is defined by the overpewering figure of 108,000 dead. The territory of
the slovak STATE as it was durlng the war was somewhat smaller; in this
regicn 60,000 Jews were exterminated. This figure covers all that JEWEH
1ife comprised in Slovakia: old men, deairing only lasting rest in the
graves ol thei fathers; unbdorn children, healthy wen and women, renowned
aolantiste nnd soholparsw ; common’folky tradesmen, artismva, Tacrmers,
worlcors of the hand and brain; mine, yours, his -- father, mother, brothex)
siuters, friend, fellow-Jew; every single one of those 108,000 was loved,
respected by someone, laown, neceasary, helpful, irreplaceable, personally]
close to someone. Each one of those 108,000, had he died at homem would
have been buried in the manner prescribed by his faith, would have been
mourried by his family, his friend, his congregation. If we attempt to
trenslate this dreadful statistical figure into terms of human fellowship,
devotion and sympathy, we evoke the vision of a2 vaest funeral procession
of unfold milions, a grief that is unending. :

Tuis figure, 108,000, is more than a statistlcal total. It inclu~
des mothers, children, infants, nelplees old men and women; i1t tells of
despalr, the screams of horrified astomishment, terror, cries to.pity,
of human teings of flesh and blood, who were thinking, feeling, working, .
loving life and standing in terror of the death that had become inevitable
for them; of destinies bevond the power of a normal brain to comprehend;
of o misery which no words, no technical means of reproduction, no
collection of documentary materinl can describe. The few words that have
come down to us, the sentences scrawled on stolen scraps of paper with
wooden splinters dyed in open wounds end smugled out of the forecourt
of hell, and which often meant death for their Tecipients - these simple,
gpontaneous, unaffected words are convicing beyond any doubt in their
gince humanity. :

' 3ome few axamples may suffice  to show the full import of these
letters to g humanilty unwilling %o grasp the testimony of these records
of the Jewish tragedy from Oewatim, Lodzh, Treblinky: "Today while I wnas
at work, my wife and ohlldren were talen away; last nilght, while I was
sleeping, my trousers, shirt and Jacket were stolen; I am orphaned nnd
naked" ; or "Pleanse tell Ilonka That her mother and eiatey have died;
let Chajim, it he,s still at home, say Kaddish for his father, who was
shot last night by & drunken Quard; please send a lot of money, if you
«an, by a reliasble messenger, so that I can buy something herev; or-

Here in Oswetim we've had transfers as well, but a different kind to
wnat understond by the word: here it means nTurder,..

fhe "INDEP ENDENT", "FREE" SLOVAKIA of Ms r.Dr.Tiso rof.Dr. Tuka
and Mach Egﬁotlated the guestion of deporting the Jews as erly as 1 41, -
a further sharpening of the anti-Jewish trend resulted from the Btatutory
Decree N0,130 1940 of May 29.1940, which ordered that "Jews and gypsies
shal perform labor for the benefit of the state, in lieu of nilitary duti

<
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GRAMERCY CONSTRUCTION AND MANAGEMENT CORP.

17 November, 1988

Rabbi Marc Tenenbaum

45 East Eighty-Ninth Street
New York, New York 10128
Apartment #18F

Dear Rabbi:

I hope that you remember me from the holidays and our discussion
about certain material, which is in my possession.

I would like to turn this material over to you with documentation

that was given to me by a friend which will prove that the "Quislling
Fascist Bishop 'TISO'", who was the President of Slovakia, was , indeed,
involved in the Jewish astrocities in Slovakia.

I am sure that after reviewing these documents, you will have many
gquestions to ask me. Please do not hesitate to contact me at my office,.
212-213-1106, and I will be more than happy to meet with you, at your
convenience, to discuss these documents.
Thank you very much for your time and attention to this matter.
Your's truly,

/ﬁ?4?7 V24
oseph Laray
JG/yw

161 EAST 30th STREET « NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016 » (212] 213-1106



United States Department of State

Washington, D.C. 20520

PROGRAM FOR CEREMONIAL PRESENTATION OF MEMORIAL ALBUM BY

MARTIN AND MARGIT ZAPLETAL,

FROM THE HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

ASSOCIATION; GROUP OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA, 10:30 A.M. FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 21, 1984 '

1. Introductory Remarks by Steven Ludsln, S. Holocaust
Memorial Council TS TaTu

--Welcome to Guests
-=Introduction of Mr. B[
Zapletal, Mr. Garfein,
Holocaust Survivors Grg.
Garay, for Second Gener}:
Novak. :
--Invite, other guests §
affiliation)

2. Josef Garay will ai-
Slovak Jews A

3. Jack Garfein will ik
their son Peter. He wj
about, and Mr. and Mrsi:
4. Mr. and Mrs. Zaplef:
Deputy Assistant Secref:
explain about the albuj

5. 'Viera Novak will sgz
for the Second Generatj:

6. Mr. Palmer will re'yr =

7. Palmer will presentf: the [Usaom: . Lo o
accept it on behalf ofisﬂwmbu : orial G “The

a memorial for the tra 5 Depurtment marked the 43rd-annwenury of ihe enuctmen! of the Nureml:erg Lu'ws N .

.ﬁovakm " p i

8. Remarks by Dr. Andrew Valuchek “on behalf of the

Czechoslovak National Council of America.
9. Remarks by Dr. Michael Novak.

10. Cantor Michael Peerless of the Beth-el Hebrew

Congregation of Alexandria will chant the Kaddish (prayer

for the dead), and Amel-an rakhamin.

11. Concluding remarks by Mr. Ludsin.
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vacca e mostro di credere, almeno ufficial-

mente, alla favola ignobile ‘del ghetto felice

= sotto la protczionc del Reich ».
Di fronte a tanta passivith, gli esponenti

pit fanatici del Partito popolare di Hlinka'

si sentifono autorizzati a chiedere anche la
deportazione di tutti gli ebrei risparmiati gra-
zie alla cosiddetta legge costituzionale del

15 maggio 1942: i battezzati prima del 14 mar-
zo 1939, i coniugati con ariani prima del 10 -

settembre 1941, 1 professionisti ritenuti prov-
visoriamente indispensabili alla vita dello

Stato, gli esentati da Tiso. Contro questi «pri-

vilegiati» si scaglid il 7 febbraio 1943, con un

violentissimo discorso a Ruzomberok, il mi-- .

nistro dell'Interno, Mach. « E’ necessario ri-

prendere la lotta — disse —. Verra la pn-'

mavera e vi assicuro che nprendu‘anno
trasporti degli ebrei! ».

qué.sto‘-punm, ‘trattandosi ‘di 'ébrei: i:at— :
g A tezzati,-il- Vaticano intervenne con pil1-: "

energia delle altre volte, pur servendosi,
sempre della strada diplomatica.. Il 7 aprile; .

fattosi finalmente ricevere da Tuka, monsi-
gnor Burzio ebbe con lui un vivace scambio
di idee. E il 5 maggio, la Segreteria di Stato
consegnd a mezzo di Sidor una nota di pro-
testa, in cui, si diceva tra l'altro: « La Santa

.Sede verrebbe meno al suo divino mandato.

-se non deplorasse quelle disposizioni e quel-
le misure che colpiscono gravemente degli
uomini nei loro naturali diritti umani, per il
semplice’ fatto di appartenere ad una deter-
minata stirpe ». 11
zio annunciava con qualche cautela che in
seguito al passo vaticano l'idea di ulteriori

deportazioni era stata sbbandonata, Purtrop- -

po, si sbagliava.

Nel frattempo, perd, era avvenuto qual-
cosa di estremamente importante. Alla fine

del mese di aprile del '43, il rappresentante
pontificio in Slovacchia aveva ottenuto fi-

nalmente la prova inconfutabile e definitiva
di cid che 'aveva sempre sospettato: ad Au-
schwitz i deportati ebrei erano sterminati
nelle camere a gas e bruciati nei forni cre-
matori. A fornirgliela era stata la circostan-
ziata relazione di un gruppo di evasi dallo
spaventoso « lager » polacco, che gli fu conse-
gnata dagli stessi autori nel corso di un in-
contro clandestino nel villaggio di Jur.

Si trattava di un rapporto estremamente
preciso, corredato perfino di schizzi e di
piantine. Non v'¢ dubbio che monsignor Bur-
zio abbia fatto pervenire il rapporto al Va-
ticano. Eppure, neanche quel documento riu-
- sci a smuovere Pio XII dalla linea di passi-
vith e di cautela seguita fino allora. Neanche
il «rapporto su Auschwitz » bastd a “fargli
prendere una posizione rigorosa ¢ decisa con-

tro monsignor Tiso e i dirigenti cattohc; del~

la Slovacchia.
Ormai, perd, il gioco era a carte scoperte.
. Ognuno dei due interlocutori si rendeva con-
to che l'altro « sapeva». Il governo di Bra-
tislava non poteva far .altro che cercare fra-

gilissimi alibi, che il Vaticano a sua volta

era costretto ad accettare, E’ in questo tra-
gico gioco che si inserisce il documento pilt
interessante e grave tra quelli scoperti re-

centemente negli. archivi slovacchi. Si tratta

e 1 L L T RE,

5 giugno, monsignor Bur--

" pud offrirgli altro che guesta' risposta: « Gli’
‘slovacchi, direttamente, sul loro territorio,

" scono ad aver ragione della disperata difesa

" pe sovietiche.
'siai partigiani, & la fine: l'arrivo dei. tedeschi

Monslanor Jozet ‘ﬂsn a a.n.nska Bystrica — che era stata‘la cspltxla \ia‘ﬁa repubblica par- -
- tiglana — subito- dopo la sangulnosa repressione nezista, defla Insurrezione naziena- . |
le al priml-di nnvamhm del 1944. G!i ] aecantn.ll genemla tHofler,’ c:lm!nnla dr gﬁerm

— lo riproduciamo integralmente in fotogra- " mto sistematico. Le autorita siova.cchc S0~
fia — di un lungo rapporto dell'ambasciatore’ “no completamente estromesse. 11 Vaticano’
Karol Sidor su un colloquio.con il proSe-  interviene ancora, con una nota del 20 'set--
gretar:o di Stato monsignor Domenico Tar- - tembre, ma questa volta ogni esortazione 2

dini (Maglione nel frattempo era morto). .  inutile: non- bastano le mosse diplomatiche :

- 11 documento porta la data del 22 febbraio. " per fermare i.nazisti. A-' questo’punto, forse,
194-4 Di fronte alle contestazioni di Tardini Pio XII comincid a temere che i suoi timori_
sulla questione delle deportazioni, Sidor non'y,- - == espressi quando Tiso gli aveva chiesto se’
. poteva aspirare alla carica di Presidente del-
la Repubblica — stiano-per avverarsi: 11.29.
non. hanno assassinato nemmeno. un ebreo ».
Il che significa che gli ebrei slovacchi sono
stati assassinati, ma in Polonia, ad Auschwitz,
e’per mano dei tedeschi!. Ed & terribile che
quﬁta ipocrita garanzia — queste « manj pu-
lite » ‘che grondano sangue —.siano bastate
al Vaticano per non prendere posizione con-
tro i dirigenti slovacchi, che pure erano evi-
dentemente — dopo la confessione di’ Sidor
— complici coscienti del genof:ldio ebraico.

gnorBumodxrecars:daT:soperd::ghche

pena al’ Santo Padre » e per richiamarlo « a
‘sentimenti e- propoam conformi alla sua di-
" gnita e alla coscienza sacerdotale ». Ma so-

ustme commesse sotto ‘il suo- go\remo
nuocciono al prestigio della sua patria, e ‘che
. di esse profittano gli awersan per sc:'edim-

) rs:.lc.leroelaChxesa >,

Se le cose si’ meuono male — si exa qb.l&
. sto cinque anni pnma Pio XII — l'ira della

Voo s

& 1 n
1 29 agosto 1944, la situazione si capo--
I volge all'improvviso. .La popolazione in- ', popolazione non si rivolgerd contro la C
sorge, l'esercito passz dalla parte de- sa?Ma ‘poiché nemmeno di fronte a quel peri-
gli insorti, e tutte le regioni centrali del pae- - colo il Pontefice aveva minacciato di sospen-
se’ costituiscono una repubblica part:gana. . derlo dalla sua d:gr.uté s.a.ccrdomle, monsi-

. Sette divisioni naziste, chiamate da Tiso,, in-- gnor Tiso si recd ai pmm di novembre del

tervengono per soffocare nel sangue l'insur- - 1944 in' Banska.Bystrica, dopo aver decorato’

rezione nazionale, ma solo il 27 ottobre rie-
vaso il suo paese e che avevano sterminato i"

suoi connazionali. Poi. nel duomo della cit-
ta, officid una solenne funzione di

mento per la «liberazione » della patria. Al
fondo. della navata, il comandante delle trup.:
pe naziste, generale Hofler — che figurava
nell’elenco dei criminali di-guerra: degli A.l-
“ leati — suonava all'organo le note alte e so-
lcnmdluncoraledJBa.ch.. =S, .

degl: insorti ¢ ad espu Banska Bystri-

capitale della zona hibera. Ma-la resisten-
m "continua sulle montagne, mentre dalla go-
la'di Dukla cominciano ad irrompere le u'up-

Per gli ebrei che non sono riusciti ad unir-

'in Slovacchia coincide con il. iom raszrel.la

_ottobre, la Segreteria di Stato prega.monsi-
le ultimé deportazioni hanno causato « viva

. ‘prattutto, Burzio deve fargli rilevare «che’le - :

gli uomini della Wehrmacht che avevano.in- -

’
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