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January 8, 1981

Mr. Robert S Jacobs
and the First Mational ‘Bank of Chinago
Co=Trustess

- The Ernest and Leonora Alschuler Fbundation : B g
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Chicago, Illinois.

Dear Bob and Friends,

I take the 1liberty of sending you a propossl for possible
funding of g major program in.the revision of German religious
and secular education regaerding thse portrayal of Jews, the

. Nazi holocaust; and Israel 1n the German school system,

We regard this project as potentially =f one of the most
significant and far-reaching undersikings. of the fAmerican
Jewish Committee in helping to uproot the deep sourcas of
a ti-Semitisnm in Garman religionw and culture.

It is most encouraging to us that the initiative for this
cooperative venture has come from our partners in this
comprehensive stydy-and-publications program, Professors
Heinz Kremers and Michael Brocke, co-directors of the
University of Duisberg's Institute on imxH2x Research in the

History afxkhmx and Religion of the Jewish People.

Our initial collaboration in a pilot project last year persuddes

us that this is an eminently worthwhile and do-able project

that has the genuins commitment of the university cormunity as well
as of the YWest German Governmﬂnt's Department of Politinal Educat idn,

We require a grant of $25,000 to implament this progrem in 1981-1982,
The Americsn Jewish Committee is contributing additional funds

out of its resources for the additional costs we will have for
various aspacts of this project not c®vered by this proposal,

" We sinceraly trust that you will find 1% possible to sct
- favorably on our request for your gsnerous support,

Sincersly yours,

Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum
Nﬂtianw. Irterreligious Affairs Dlrecﬂcr
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shaping an antli-Semitic cultural environment which the Vazis were
=ducation ;

able to exploit in their genocidal campalgn against the Jewlsh people.

of Dﬁisburg, one of the most prestigious

The purpose of this comprehensive aducetionai program 1is to identify
systamﬁtically the sources of antQ-Jawish images in Catholic,mrix
Protestant, and sacular.taaching'materials used throughout the

gleven laender (provinces) of the Federal Republic of West Germany
today, and to prebare corrective teacﬁings materials through the -
production of new teitbooks,;xnxnhtng teachers' manuals, audiauviéuql
glds, and related educatfdan tools,

SPONSORSHIP « The University df Duisburg, one of the most prestiglous
unéversities in West Germany, has invited the Interreligious Affairs
Departmant of the American Jewlsh Cormmittee, to collaborate with its
influential Institute on Research in the History and Religion of the
Jewish People, to engage in this vital undertaking on a2 three-year
basis at the outset., (Should the project prove to be mutually satisfying
and should other needs ariss, the project would be continued on a |
longer-term basis by mutual agresment,) The Department of Politicsl
Zducation of t he West German Govermment has indiceted its serious
interest in participating in this joint undertaking and iﬁ assuring that
the publications and other materials would be disseminated throughout

the entire German educational system's religious and secular programs,
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PROJECTS TO BE UNDERTAKEN - The co-directors of the University of

Duisbarg's Institute,ﬁmx Dr. Heinz Xremers (a Protestaﬁt scholar) and

" Dr. Michael Brocke (a Rcman Catholic scholar) have invited the.

American Jewish Committee to participate in a series of intevdisciplinary
research studies of raligioug, history, civic,'and social studies
textbooks. Taking advantage of sevaﬁal decades! of AJC's pioneering
studies in content analysis of textbooks, fhenInstitute.will bring
- togethere teams of scholars, faachers, teitbook writers, and media
| specialists to identify the present state di‘thé chtrayhi of Jews,
Judaism, the Nazi holocaust, and Isreel 1n-faach1ng'matarials ugsed
in élementary; §gcondary,_college, eeminar&, énd univqrgity classes:f
by the majority of Gerran children and youth,

The following studies and publications are prﬁposad:

(Note: Religious instruction is mandatory throughout-thé entire
school system in the 11 provinces of west Germany)
1) Dr, Herbert Jochum - "The Personality of Jesus and Judaism in
Curricula and Textbooks for Religious Instruction;”
2) Dr. Hetnz Kremers - hThe ﬁistorical Development of thq Preéentation'
of Judaism ih Protestant Religious Instruction in West Germany 8ince
the Nazi Holocaust;" £ | |
3) Dr. Heing Krema%s - "The Jews in the Textbooks and other Hédia'of
Insgruction in Protestant Religious Education as Presented in Six
Major Publication Series;" | | | | .
) Dr. Michael Brocke and Dr. Herbert Jochum = "Judsism e nd Jews ‘in
Temtbooks Used in Catholic Rellgious Instruction - A Survey of ?robiems:"
5) Dr. Heinz Kremers - "The Jews and ths Deeth-of Jaspslas an Historiéal,
Theological, and Beligious Pedggogical. Problam," j: 3
6) Dr. Ruth Kastning-Olmesdahl - "The Jews and the Death of Jesus -
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=3 -
Anti-Jeuwish Motifs in Protestant Religious Books;
?) Dr, Harbert Jochum - "The Hokocaust in Catholic Religious Instruction
in the Pederal Republic of Germany;" '

8) Dr. Wolfgapg Wirth - "Audio%isual Medla for the Presentation of =
Judelsm in ChrTatlan Heligious Instructionfj
9) Dr. M. Bocke and Dr, H, Joghum - "Readﬂr in Theology After the
Nazl Holocaust - A Collection of German, American and Israsli esseys
on the Meaning of Anti~53mitism and the Holocaust for Modern Germany .

Besgic 3tudies of these themes will also be undertaken in

civics, history, snd social science textbooks that are,today most
widely used in Germany. '

The Institute has already published its initial volume entitled,
"Jews, Judaism, and the State of Israel.“'ﬁdditiohal bolumes of
 poaitiva information about the hastopy, culture, and religion of"
the Jewish pacple as well as on the histcry of antisSemitism will
be published on tha model of the first volume,

| A conference 1s contemplated to be held later in 1981 brin%ng
- together the key educators, teachers, textbook wkiters, publishers,
and medfa speciau;ta Yo, stanline: the (0dlnds aagedited in the
several textbook research projacts. Discussion of how to counter
negative and/br hastile images about Jeys, Judsism, md Israel will
then be discussed. Emphasgis qill be heavy on the introduction of
positive teadhing materials in the German-échool systams‘and general
- media as the most effectiva means of;disﬁlacing the negative legsaey
of teaching. |

ESTIMATED BUDGET FOR 1981-1982

(Research studies, publications, econferences) . $25,000





