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January ·8,. l981. 

Mr. Robert s. Jacobs . . 
and the First National flank of Chicago 
Co•Trustees· . 
The Ernest and Leonora -Alschuler Fou.ndation. 
••• addr-es s •••• 

. Chicago.; Illinois . 

De~r Bob and Friends, 

I take the liberty of sending .you a proposa1 for p~ssible 
funding of 8 major. p~ogram in --tb:e Pevi~ion of German religious 
and seeul~ education regarding the portrayal or Jews. the . · 
Nazi holocaust.- and Israel in the German scbool ·system. 

. . . . ·. ·, . 

Be reg~d this project as potrentially MR ona ·or the most · 
significant and f~reaehing underlJakings . or the . .American 
J ewish Committee in . he-1.ping t<? uproot · the deep sourees of 
m t1-?emitism in German religionx and culture. . · 

It 1a· most encouraging to. us that the initiative fOI' ._ this· 
cooperative ventUPe has come from our partners in this 
comprehensive stJdy ... and-publicat ions program,. ProfessC?rs . 
Heinz Kremers and Michael Brocke, co-directors or the . . 
Uni.vers!ty of Duisberg •.s Institute ·on l:kHx:Ittx Researc·h j,.n the · 

. H1sto~y ~ end Religio~ of . the Jewish Peo.ple. 

. < 

Our initial collaboration in a pilot project last year persuades 
us that t h is is· an eminently worthwhile and do ... ~ble project 
that has the genuine cammi tment of. the university comroun.i ty as well 
as of the ~est German. Governra.ent's Departm~nt of Political . Educat i en. 

we. require a gr>ant of $25.ooo to implemen·t this program · in' 1981-1982. 
The American Jewish qorom_ittee is eontribut'ing. additional funds 
out of its resources for the additional costs we will have for 
various aspects of this project not CDV1:.red by this proposal .. 

We sincerely trust that you will find it possible to act 
favorably on our request far you~ generous $Uppor~. 

Sincerely yours,, 

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum 
Notional Interz:seligious. Affairs Direc:tor . 

·' 

..,..,... .. -~ ·: ·.· 



nui b one of the most prestigious SPONSORSHIP - Tbe Un1vers1ty of ~u s urg, 
A PROPOSAL FOR D~PLEMENTING AhM9MI~~~eP~~ib~er&~i8mf I8tOnirs 

undvtmsitie.s .in ''!estlffirmany, . . . 
OF EDUCATIONAL TEXTBOOKS· ~ l~~h e™lffeiID4~eMli!N»;t t'm!RUlbLCS@.JIIBT, 

Departmont of the American et .. 
AJ.'"qD THE STATE OFRIS~h i~ the History and Religion of the 

influential Institute on e.se . · 

Jewish People• .to- engage 1.n this vital und~rt11king .on a throe-year 

BACKGROUND - Since ,.th~ 5enq.,P.~ ~t.irLa.~ct:qro'VeS~~ ~tmtid\'a~ isfying 
bes1s nt tbe outse~. \ . ;nou.i.:.<r t> o~c 

sa~d1sti8au\~d citeh9e~al'"n°e~cflo~erste9, WI ~\Asbl.tdiEl>a:J~utmr:li'.>m~e 
that negative and hosti1e_ 1.ma.P.:as..£[8~~ 1fil5i ~~dnn•f"ma1l.ilhica1 
lonf!'er•1ierm oasrs oy mm;ua-r ~.1·~ • .._, 

shaping an ant !-Semitic cultural environment which the Nazis were 
Sducat1on . 

able to exploit in t.he.1r genocidal. oampa1gn against the Jewish people. 

The purpose of this comprebensive educational. program is to identify 

systematically the sources of ant~-Jewish images in Catholic,JD!Gix 
. . 

iTotestatjt, and se·cular teaching :mater!al:s used throughout the 

e·leven laende~ (provinces) of the Federal Republic or West . Germany 

today, and to prepare corrective teachings materials through tb:e· ·-. . 

pi-oduction of new textbooks, .. xRBwbrt«g teachers' manuals, audie-vi-sual. 

qids, and related educat&dn tools. 

SPONSORSHIP - The University or Duisburg, one or the most prestigious 

un4mmsit1es ·in West Germany, has iovited the Inte~rel1gious . Affa1rs 

Department of the Am.~r!cao Je"4sh Committ,ee, to collaborate with its. 

influential Institute on Research in the History and Religion of the· 

Jewish People, to engage in this vital undertaking on a three~yeap · 

basis at the outset. (Should the project prove to be mutually sat1s£ying 

acd should other needs Bl9isa, the project would be continued on a 

lone er-tei-m basis by .mutual. agreement .• ) The Department · of Political 

3ducation of the West· German Govermnent has 1nd1oated its serious 

interest ·in partic·ipating in this joint ucdertakicg and in assuring that 

the publications and othei:- materials would be dissemicated throughout 

the entire German educational .system's religious and secu1ar programs. 
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PROJEO'l'S TO BE IDlDERTAKEN • The · co-directors of the University of 

Duis.berg '·s Ins ti tu~e,.tmx DP. Heinz Kremers (a Protestant scholar) and 
. . . 

. Dr. Michael· Brocke (s. Roman Catholic s.oholar) have invi tad tbe . . 

American Jewish Committ.ee . to participate· in E:t series of interdisciplinary 

research studies of religious,, history·, civic, ' and social studies 

· textbooks. Taking advantage of several decades' o.f AJC • s pio·neerir:ig 

studies· in content analysis· of textbooks, the .. Inst1tute .. will bring · 

togethe:r.x teams o.f sc:holaI's, tea.cheI's~ t _extbook wralte:rs -" ar;id media. 

specialists to ' identify ~he pre.sent state or· the portrayB.:t of Jews, 
. . 

. Judaism, the N~zi holocaust, and Israel in teaching ·niatel'ials used 

in elementary.~ s'econdary, . college~ . . seminaryj and ':1niv~r~ity elasses .. 

by the majority or German childr·en a-od youth •. 

The following studies. and publications · are proposed: 

(Note: Religious instruction. is niandat_ory throughout the entire 
- . 

scho~l system in .the 11 provinces .of ~~st Germany) 

1) Dr. Herbert JochW!I - "The ~ers~nality of .Jesus and Judaism in 

Curricula and Textbooks for Religious Instruction;!' 

2) Dr. Hetnz Kremers - 11Th~ Historical. Development of the Presentation 

of Juda.ism in Protestant Religious Instruction in Weat · r..ermany Since 

the Nazi Holocaust;" 

3) Dr. Heinz Kreme~s nThe Jews in the Textbooks and other r-iedia of 

!ns~ruotion in Prot.estent Religious Education as Presented in Six 

Major Publication Series;" · 

4) Dr. Michael Brocke and Dr. HerberI't Jochum - "Jucia,1sm a nd Jews ·1n 
. . 

Textbooks Used in Catholic Religious Inst~uc ti on - · A Survey of P:roblems:" 

.5) Dr. Heinz ~emers - "The Jews and the De~.th :o~ . .resus a:s an Historica1, , ' 
) . ,• 

~be.olog1cal., .and fteligious Pedggogical . Problem;'' ·' 

6) Dr. Ruth Kastning-01.mesdahl ... ·"The Je';Js and the · Death of Jesus -
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Anti-Ja~Jish- Motif's in Protestant Religious Books;" 

7} Dr , Herbert Jochum "The Homocaust in Catholic Relleious Instruction 

in the Federal Repub11c of Germany; n 

8) Dr • . Wolfga~g Wirth - "Audiovi·sual Media for the Presentation of 

Judaism, in Ciwistian Religious Instructiorf J 
9) Dr. M. ·Boeke and Dr. H • . Joahum .. "Reader in Theology After. the 

N~zl H_ol:ocaust -- A Collectio_n of · Gerr.ian~ J\I1lerican and Israeli- essays 

c>n the Mean.ing of Anti~e:r:ni.tism and the Holooaust for Moder.n Germany11
• 

Basic studies of'. thesa themes wili ala.o be undertaken in 

civics, hist.ory, snd s.oc-ial ~cience textbooks that aPe. today most . 

' 
widely used in Gei:•niany. 

. . .. . 
The Institute has already published its initial volume entitled~ 

"Jews.t Judai srn, and the ~tate of Israel. n ·Additio.nal volumes of 

· positive information about tbe _h!stol"Y. culture, E\nd religion of'· 

the ·Jewish people as _wail as on the hist6ry of anti~Semitism will 

·be .publishe4 ·on the moder of .th'e first volume. 

A conference 1·s contemplated to be held later in 1981 brinYng 

together- the key educators. teachers, textbook wi.ters.,. ·publishers, 

and med!la specialists to examine the 1'indinBS assei.!bl·ed in the 

several textbook research projects. Discussion of how to counter 

negative and/or hostile images about Jews, .Judeism, 1l'ld Isr ael will 

then be discussed. Emphasis t~ill be· heavy on the introduction of 

posi t1ve teachi.ng materials in the Gerraan: school systems and general 

media aa the most effe·cti ve means of' d-isplaeing the negative legacy 

of tea~.hing. · · 

ESTIMATED. BiIDGET .FOR 1981-i982 
I . 

(Research ,atudies, pu~lications., eo~erences· ) ·s~.ooo 




