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SOUTH AFRICA STATEMENT p.4 

The dynamic nature. of the situation in South Africa will necessitate 

periodic review of the measures outlined here. 

85-570-7 



SOUTH AFRICA STATEflrnT p.3 

53. (e) Incr~asing the number of Blacks and other non-whites in management 

54. and supervisory positions. 
. 

55. (f} Improving the ~unlity of employees' lives outside the work environment ,. 

56.(/f.~ 
57. ~· fr .l{'l(b hea 1th facilities. 

in such areas as housing, transportation, schooling, recreation and 

58. ~ We endorse Con9ress i ona 1 reso.1 ut i ans that condemn South Africa 's. 

59. . 11 homelands 11 policy, and that call for a study by .the Secretary of State 

60. of the recent violen~~ in that country. We also support investigation of 

61. 

- < •) 62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66 . 

67. 

68. 

69. 

70 . 

71. 

72. 

73. 

this violence by· South .A.frican human rights groups. 

Furthermore, we recommend the following new and continuing activities 
. ~--~ ~ ~~ ~u--pv.-~·-·r 

for AJC nationally a!·,c.: at the chapter le~el, and for individual members: 
. ,.... ,.\~o-~ ~ 

(a) Encouraging r;s ~overnment officials and officials of ~~-

ments to exert strong diplomatic pressure on the South African .· 
· Government io end a~artheid; 

(b) Speaking out a~ainst apartheid in international fora; 

(c) Working with So1.ith African organizations dedicated to the promotion 

and protection of human rights and to free unjustly jailed, detained or 

11 banned 11 persons. 

(d) Giving .£ii,emmiul su~port to educational, including vocational, programs 

to train Black S~uth Africans to participate fully in the economic 

74. (e) 

and public life of ,their country; IP .f'i 
1'~ 4. i.i-~.&h•("\.'\. ye 

Encouraging ttS companies operating in South Africa to comply with the ,.. 
~~-_(LH 

75. if"''"~ code of fair e;;i!'>lo_vnent practices outlined above and to use their 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

influence wi thin the public and private sectors in that country to 

secure basic human rig~ts for Bla~ks; ~f ~ . . 
..... -0°"4 · 4G-t=· .~ t\lt. ~ w;;;;:ee1~~~ 
(f) JOi:fl~r:.ig in p~a.c..e.f1..tLl).CO.tes.t.-s.tudy._s.eminar_s_a.n.d di_alogues on apartheid 

·· -- ~-·-·~----'"" -~ ------ . ana .... South .. Africa directed towards peaceful change. ~ 

~ -Wi~~ ~- ~~t1,,.,~ 
1 
\A.A)h.. d~ ~ IN ~- ~4.-

.vv ~ tws(A·ve r~.:A'\,1-~ ·\~ 
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SOUTH AFRICA STATEMHIT p.2 
.... ·~- .. ~-..: .. 

re-~+.-- <% ~~) 
must come from South Africans themselves. But . in the· face of a brazen 

... ~ .. \---~:tr1 \cJM4±{ t1 < va:J. 
violation of fundamental human .rights, inaction - passivity - is incon-

ceivable . 
;. 

We must act to stren9then those forces in South Africa seeking nonviolent 

change, including trade ·unions, churEh group~, human rights and oth~r 

volµntary agencies, educational and professional associations and others; 

and also US companies that practice non-discrimination, . provide training . . 

and other benefits· for Black workers, and work steaQily, if privately, . 

for the elimination of apartheid. 

We must send a clear and unequivocal message to the South African 

Government, and theref~re, we support.?' r~1 
(a ) Federal legislation that would ban US bank loans to entities owned 

. . 

and controlled by the South African. Government, unless, and until 

that Government abandons discrinfinatory practices; 

(b) The restriction of exports earmarked for use by the South African 
<a~~ 

mi 1itaryllpo1 ice~ 

We endorse federal legislation that would require US companies 

operating i.n South Africa ·with 10 or more employees· to comply with the 

following principles within two years or face ·appropriate US Government 

sanctions: 

(a) ··Non-seqregatiQn of the races in all eating, ·comfort and work 

facilities. 

(.b) Equal and fair P.mployment practices for all employees. 

(c). Equal pay for all employees dofog equal or comparable work . 

(d). Initiation and development of training programs ·that will prepare, 

in substantial numbers~ Blacks and other non-whites for supervisory, 

administrative, clerical and technical jobs. 
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DRAFT - NQT FOR DISTRIBUTION 4/29/85 . 

STAT!::MEHT ON SOUTH AFRICA 

In its November 19G4 Statement on South Africa, the American 

Jewish Committee reaffirmed its abhorrence of apartheid and called for 

the elimination of ~hi s evil system. 

Since November , the s ituation in South Africa has
1
degenerated . Violence 
t!le~v 

bred by apartheid has led to the tH 1; f!g;:e-f numerous-~ and to further 

6. violation of ci'vil libP.rties. On March 21, 1985,twenty•five years after the 

7. Sharpeville massacre·,police gunfire at Uitenhage felled 19 Blacks. Two 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

. 12. 

13. 

days later, the South African Government. ban.ned meetings by twenty-nine, 

largely Black, anti-apartheid groups, underscoring the exclusion of Blacks 

from participation in public life. 

Americans, includinQ A~erican Jews, have condemned the escalation of 
. ~ . 

violence in South Africa and i1ave contihued to express thefr outrage at \ 
. s~~e......JL. ~ ~" 

the South African cateaorization of Blacks and other non-whites asAinferior 

14. to whites in fact and in law. Jewish tradition reveres law as an instrument 

15. of justice. Twist~ng the law to make it an agent of racial discrimination 

16. is odious and offensive. 

17 . South Africa's scheme of legalized racism is devoid of el~mentary 

18. humanity . Measures such as the 'influx control laws and the Group Areas 

19. Act must be revoked; brut1l practices such as forced removals to the 

20. so-called 11 homelands 11 ;:iust be abandoned; detention without trial must 

21. cease; and South Africa's Black majority must .be enfranchised into the 

22. 

23. 

/ 
political system if freedon is eve~ to cast its light on Sdut~ Africa. 

....... 
What c~n we, .outsi 0.e the country, do to enGourage the peaceful democ-

24. ratization of South Africa's soci.ety? The answer is not simple. As 

25 . outsiders, we recognize that our role is limited - that basic changes . 
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Apri 1 24, 1985 

Dear Friend: 

The Annual Meeting is a 1 mos·t upon us and I 1 ook forward to 
see ing many of you next week. As you w i l~ note from the · 
attached schedule of events, there will be a full program of 
ses sion~ dealing with such international issues as the Middle 
Ea st, South Afr·ica, East-West relati'ons and Soviet Jewry, and 
Ethiopia. 

Our Steering Committee meeting will take place· on Hay l_st, .. from 
10: 00 a.m. to noon, and will take up, among other items, con-·.· 
si deration of a proposed change in AJC's position on South . 
Africa. Important. information and. pol icy imp1 !cations concern
ing South Africa and· the other .. foreign pol icy issues addressed 
during the Washington mission last week will .be pres·ented for 
the Steering Co1m1ittee's consideration . It is especially im
portant , therefore , that you make every attempt to be present. 
The recommendations of the Steer i ng, ,Comml ttee wi 11 be referred 
to a special plenary session on South Africa scheduled for Hay 
1st . at 4:30 p.m. , at which time a full debate on AJC policy is 
expec ted . 

I ve ry much look forward to s~eing you at the Annual Meeting. 

With best wishes. 

LN/es 

Encl osures 

85-550-42 

Sincerely yours, 

4-
Leo Nevas 
Chairman 
Internat ional Relations Commission 

·' 
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The GA.Dlerican ':Jewish Conitnittee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New Yori<. N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable WJShcom,.N.Y. 

DATE: .. . April ·24, 1985 , . . ; .\ 

TO : Steering Committee of the Commission on 
International Relations 

FROM: Leo .. Nevas, Chairman 

RE : 79TH ANNUAL MEETING, May 1..:5, 1985 . 

A number of ~~ssi~~s . a~ thi~ je~r's Annual Meeting will be of particular 
interest to members of the Steed ng ColTDTli ttee. I very much hope you wil 1 
be .able to ~ttend as many of the~e as possible . 

.,. .. . : . . . .· - . . . . 

Wednesday, May .1 

HY: oo a .m.' - ·N6orf:.: 

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. - 7 :45 p.m •. 

Thursday, May 2 

7: 30 a . m: - 9:00 a .m. 

..... 

Steering Committee of the Commission on 
Internatfonal Relations.: Business Meeting 

Location: Louis XVI West Suite 
Fourth Floor ,, 

Plenary Session: AJC's Policy on SQuth Afr~.ca 

Location: Hilton ~oom 
Lobby Level 

Committee on AJC Center for Pluralism in Israel 
{by invitation) 

·· Location: Vanderbilt Suite 
Fourth Floor 

·working Group on Western Europe 
(by invitation) 

Location: Herbert Hoover Room 
Fourth Floor 

HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN. President • II DAVID M. GORDIS. Executi\'.e Vice-Presit!ent 
THEODORE ELlENOff. Chair. Board of Governors • AlfREO H. MOSES. Chair. National Exetutive Council • ROBERTS. JACOBS. Chair. Board of Trustees e 
EDWARD E. ELSON. Treasurer e SHIRLEY M. SZABAD. Secre13ry • . EMILY W. SUNSTEIN. Associate Treasurer a RITA E. HAUSER. Cllair. Executive Comminee a 
Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS. ELMER L. WINTER. MAYNARD I. WISHNER s . Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN. 
MARTIN GANG, RUTH R. GODDARD; ANDREW GOODMAN. RAYMOND F. KRAVIS. JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD • MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chair, Na1ional Executive Council e 
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DAVID F. SOUIRE. BOS!on: RICHARD L. WEISS. Los Angeles .. 



Thursday, May 2 (continued} 

9:00 a.m. - 11 :00 a.m. 

12:30 p:m. ~ 2:30 p.m. 

Fri day , May 3 

7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a .m. 

10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

- 2 -

Plenary Session: "West European Jewry Today" 

Speakers: Dr. Ady Steg, President .. 
Alliance Israelite Unive·rselle 

·samuel Toledano, President 
Federation of Jewish· Communities 
in Spain 

Tullia Zevi, President 

•; 

Union of Italian Jewish Communities 

Location: Empire Room 
Lobby Level 

Ple.nary Luncheon: "East-West Relations 40 Years 
after World War II" 

Speak~r: Alois Mertes, State Minister, 
Foreign Office, Federal Republic 
of Ger'!'lany 

Location: Empire Room 
Lobby Level 

National Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

Location: Louis XVI West Suite 
Fourth Floor 

Program Forum: "Toward New Strategies: The U.S.S.R. 
and So vi et Jewry" 

Speakers: William Hyland, Editor, 
F?reign Affairs 

Robie M. Palmer , Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for European A~fairs 

Location : Hilton Room 
Lobby Level 
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_Friday, May 3 {continued} 

2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday, May 4 

10:00 a.m. - Noon · 

Sunday, May 5 

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. - Noon 

85-550-41 

3 

Workshop: The South African .Issue in the 
Communities 

Location: Hilton Room 
Lobby Level 

Shabbat Service 

Speakers: Simha Berhani, Ethiopian 
Jew living in Israel 

Ambassador Eugene Douglas, 
United States Coordina.tor 

. ,-,.,..:,1; .,; .;:.; .. i for . Re~ugee Affairs 

Ralph Goldman, Executi.ve 
Vice President Emeritus , 
American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee 

Location: Hilton Room 
Lobby Level 

Plenary Breakfast: 11 We -Are One or Are We? 11 

Issues in Arrerican Jewish
Israel i Relations 

Speaker: Avraham Burg, Advisor on 
Diaspora Affairs to the 
Prime Minister of Israel · 

Panelists: Participants in the Matthew & 
Edna Brown Young lsraeli 
Leadership Program 

·Location: Empire Room 
Lobby Level 

Plenary Session: 11 Israel's Position in the 
International Arena" 

Speaker: Hon. Benyamin Netanyahu, Israeli 
Ambassador to the ·United Nations 

Location : Hilton Room 
Lobby Level 
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In Attendance: 

i . AMERICAN JEW!~ ·. COMMITT.~ 

· International Relations Steering Conanittee · 
March. 11, 19~5 . .. 

C~airman, L~o Nevas: 

Frank W. Bre~her 
Robert ·T. Cutler 
Theodore Ellenoff 
Howard I. Friedman 
Dr. Susan A. Gi telsol'.l 
Hans Goldschmidt 
[ • . Robert G9odkind 
Prof. tfoward L. Greenberger 
Bee Hoffman 
Philip E. Hoffman 
Charlotte 11olstein 
Gerald Jeremias 
Nicholas Lane 
Richard Maass 
Alfred H. Moses 
Leo Nevas 
Lawrence S. Phillips 
Mervin H. Riseman 
Henry ·sherman 
Carol Betty Siegler 
George Szabad 
Carolyn Tumar~in 

·': ... 

Staff 
. . 

~enneth Sandler 
· . David Geller 

David CordJs 
George Gruen 
David Harris 
Allan l<agedan 
Jacobo l<ovadloff 
Ritz Reznik 
Z~chariah Shuster 
Marc Tanenbaum · 
Bert Gold 
Selma Hirsl:l 

···. 

Leo Nevas opened the meeting with the suggestion that .the issue of South. Africa,. 
which was listed on the agenda, be considered more fully at .another meeting 
because of the number of questions before the Steering Committee today. 

' . . ' 

Richard Haass stated that the current AJC position, which does not supt><>rt 
economic sanctions against South Africa, should be maintained .• 

Marc Tanenbaum noted that there was considerable pressure for economic s~nctions . 
at the congressional, state and local levels and that there was particular 

. pressure· from Black and church groups. · He proposed that a sub-committee · of the 
Steering Committee be formed to consider recommendations on this :lssue, for · 
reportl.ng back to the Steering .Conmittee. Leo Nevas agreed. · 

Mr. Nev as a.sked Howard Friedman to report on the current si tuatlon in the Middle 
East. Hr. Friedman announced that he and other Jewish leaders would be meeting 
with Egyptian President Hos~i .Mubarak in Washington that afternoon. He said he 
hoped for a conciliatory meeting. He said he would tell the Egyptian leader 



2 

that the Arab-Israeli conflict cannot be solved by hoping that the United States 
will solve it. He would tell Mubarak that the Jordanians must negotiate 
directly with Israel with no preconditions. 

Mr. Frled~an also reported on the Board of Governots mission to Italy. The 
group had hoped to get a statement from the Pope reaffirming his commitment to 
Vatican Council II, and also de jure recognition by the Vatican of Israel. The 
Pope was told by the visltlng AJC leaders that his refusal to give de jure 
recognition .leaves the impression in the Arab world that parts of the civilized 
world do not recognize the legltl.macy of Israel. It was al.so pointed out to the 
Pope that he a 1 ready does things that amount to de facto r~cognltion, such · as 
receivl ng the Prime Minister of Israel• While the Pope did make an excellent 
statement reaffirming Vatican Il, he offered nothing on the issue of Israeli 
recognition. Mr. Friedman added. that the mission to Italy received very 
extensive media ~overage. 

Frank Brecher noted that the Vatican will continue to refrain from recognizing 
Israel as long as it sees a possibility of reverting Jerusalem to its 1947 U.N. 
partition plan status as an 1.nternatlonal city •.. He added that AJC should 
encourage the U.S. government to change lts own positt.on on Jerusalem. 

Mr. Friedman pointed out that the Vatican no longer Insists on internation
alizi.ng Jerusalero, but wants statutory arrangements for holy places. 

Frank Brecher asked what ls the current U.S. position. 

George Gruen said the U.S. government's position ls to leave the final status of 
Jerusalem to negotiations between the parties concerned. 

Marc Tanenbaum said that the recent meeting with the Pope was the best ever. He 
noted that the meeting was part of a large and complex process to lay the 
groundwork to move the Vatican towards de jute recognition of Israel. This 
process lncludes quietly meeting with the Vatican Secretary of State over the 
past three years. Rabbi Tanenbaum noted that the Vatican is in a siege mental
ity regarding the safety of Christians ln the Middle East, and that it fears 
massacres or Christians If the Vatican establishes diplomatic relations with 
Isr.~el. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum said that AJC will be publ.lshing a pamphlet with the full texts 
of the AJC and Papal statements, a review of AJC-Vatican relations since the 
1950s, and photos of the recent audience. He said the documents would have a 
signifi.cant impact on Catholic hierarchies around the world. 

Phll ip Hoffman asked if ~he pamphlet would refer to prevlous visits with the 
Pope. 

Howard Friedman said that it would. 

Le~ Nevas asked Charlotte Holstein to report on the Board mission to Spain. She 
compli~ented Jacobo Kovadloff on his assistance and leader•hlp in staffing the 
delegation. During the trip the group discussed with Spanish officials the 
following issues: establishment of full diplomatic relations with Israel, 

·-. 
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1.nternational terrorism, Soviet Jewry, Spain's U.N. voting record, and the 
Nairobi U.N. Conference on Women. The ~panish Jewish communl~y asked the group _ 
not to discuss the current talks 1 n Spain· t .o give the Jews equal rlgl'\ts with 
other cit ~zens. Meetings took pl ace w_ith Foreig~ Minister Mor~n, Jewlsh 
community head Sam Toledano, and Israeli representative Shmuel Hadas. Prime 
Minister Gonzalez has made a commitment that diplomatic relations will be 
established .when _Spain j~ins .the EEC. Had~~ .. said this probably will not happen 
this summer as originally hoped. Foreign Mini~ter Mo~an no~ed that. air links 
with Israel, technicai assistance ~e~eive~ fro~ Israel, and c~lturar exchanges 
already exist. However, when the group pressed. him on diplomatic relations with 
Israel, Moran bec~me aggressive about IsraeJ 's occupation of the ·west Bank and 
he noted the long-standing fr.iendship of Spain wt.th the Arab world. . . . . . . 

Ms. Holstein noted that th~ Spa~ish Jewish community, which 'was very hospitable 
to the delegation, vt.ew th~mselves as temporary residents .. of Spain. Some, in 
fact, retain citizenship of Morocco, Algeria and other count~ies of origin. 
Many encourage their childr~n to make aliyah· or send thelr chi°ldren a~road for 
university education. 'A m~jor effort is underway to raise funds for the Jewish 
day school near Ma~rt~. . . . . ·. · . . . 

Ms. Holsieln ~ecommended that Ajc 6o~tlnue to· p~ess Spain to establish full 
diplomatic relations with lsra~l, ~Ive support to the center for Christian
Je~ish studies In Spain, encourage Spanish officials to visit Israel, offer 
h'ospltalt ty for Spanish officials visiting the U.S., encourage Spain to vote in 
international forums with the other Western ·democracies, share materials with 
Spanish officials and women· on the Nairobi women's conference, ~nd continue to 
mat ntal.n staff contact and . .lay mt ssions to Spa1.n. 

Theodore Ellenoff reviewed the Board Institute ln Israel, which, he pointed out, 
coincided with the 25th anniversary of the Israel Office. · The major topics of 
discussion with Israel 1 officials -included religious pluralism, the economy, 
U.S.-Israel relations, and. Ethiopian Jewry. Dinners were given honoring Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres and outgoing U.S. Ambassador Sam Lewis. Mr. Ellenoff noted 
that in a br lef meeting wi_th President Ha im_. Herzog, Herzog s_ald he sees the 
rel lglous quest ion and the growing strength of the orthodox community as the 
central t.ssue for I.srael tod~y. Herzog regards Meir Kahane as a nuisance and 
his policies as incons.istent with Judaism. Every official the Board met with 
said that AJC can make its best contribution in helping Israelis understand 
pluralism and _how -1,t . ls practiced in the U.S., but made relevant to the Israeli 
context. : . · · ·: 

' ' 

Leo Neva·s ~sked 1\1. Moses . to· r~port on the Board mission to -.Hungary. 

Hr. Moses reported th~t before the group left for Israel, a meeting took · pl ace ··· 
in Washington with Mr. Ferenc Havasl, the second ranking member of the Hungarian 
leadership. Present at the me.etlng for AJC were Mr. Moses, David Gordis, . David 
Geller, and Hyman Bookbinder. The Hun_garlan Aml;>assador to the U!'S. was also 
present. The Hungarians raised the subject of Hungary's Most-Favored-Nation · 
status (Hungary has the best. record on human rights and compliance ~Ith ~he 
Helsinki Accords .amon.g the Soviet-bloc countries and ls seeking a mul~l-year 
wal.ver rather than the current annual review.). · AJC raised, among other issue~, 
the subject of Soviet. ·_Jewry. 

•.' . 
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In Hungary meetings were held with government officials, representatives of the 
Jewish community (whJch numbers some 80,000), the U.S. ambassador and church 
officials. David Geller, who staffed the mission, noted that the issue of 
re-establlshlng diplomatic relations with Israel was raised with Havas!, who 
answered that Hungary only "suspended" relations with Israel in 1967, and 

· renewal is under (passive) consideration. 60,000 lsraeHs have visited Hungary, 
and, in recent months, Israelis have entered Hungary on their Israeli rather 
than second-country passports. A number of Hungarian Jews have been permltted 
to visi.t their families in Israel. 

Charlotte Holstel.n asked if the mlsslons to Italy and Hungary had raised the 
Jssue of the Nairobi Women's Conference. After receiving negative responses, 
Ms. Holstein noted her surprise that the subject had not been raised at all. 

Robert Cutler noted that much of Ms. Holstein's report on Spain was reminiscent 
of the focus of the 1967 AJC mission to Spain. At that time, Sam Toledano was 
also talking about getting Spain to accord diplomatic recognition to Isr~el. 

Howard Greenberger said that on the . sub.j.~c_t .Qf plural ism AJC should VK>rk on 
lntroduclng Sephardi culture to students in American -Jewish schools. 

Marc Tanenbaum noted that, through the Internat I onal' Sephardic Education 
Foundation (ISEF), the AJC supports such activities in Israel. In addition, 
George Gruen maintains relations with Sephardi leaders in the U.S. 

Rabbi Tanenba1.J11 then expressed hls deep appreciati~n to Robert Goodklnd and Ted 
Ellenoff, and to the IRD staff, for planning the missions to Israel, Italy, 
Hungary and Spaln . He said that the AJC role in Israel and relations with the 
Israeli. government must be examined. The missions to other countries confirmed 
that the~e ls a role to play in the bilateral context to advance Jewish inter
ests. He noted that there ls no doubt that AJC ls taken seriously by forelgn 
governments. He said that, when thinking about the next mission, Strasbourg, 
the seat of the European Parliament, . should be given serious cons~deration. 

Leo Nevas called upon George Gruen. 

George Gr~en noted that, with the departure of Lois Gottesman from AJC, and the 
decision of the National Affai.rs Department to phase out t~e Arab influence 
section, the l tbrary was planning to cancel subscriptions to a nunber of Arab 
student and lslamlc publ I.cations. He asked that the Steering CommJttee tak~ up. 
this matter. · 

Leo Nevas noted that, while the matrter ls important, It is an administrative 
question and should not be discussed by the full steering commlttee. 

Marc Tanenbaum noted that the concern expressed by Dr. Gruen ls that there may 
be a loss of the Arab influence program all together. He said an IRD sub
committee is necessary to demonstrate the importance of this issue. 
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Leo Hevas proposed that a future meeting of the Steering Committee be held in 
Washington, o.c-., and that the occasion be ··used to discuss issues of current 
concern to AJC with foreign, policy figur~s. ·Host of the Steering Committee 
members indicated. their willingness to ·partlcipate · ln a meeting of either one 
or two d.a.ys. 

Leo Nevas then e>tpi"essed the view that the recent AJC missions to various 
European countries represented ·an important beginning, . but that it .was neces
sary ·now to concentrate on follow-up programs dealing ·with tl)es.e and other 
countries . -_/ . 

. . 
Mervin R:iseman reported on Soviet Jewry. ·.Since the last meeting of the Steering 
Committee, the condition of SoVlet Jews has not improved. The atrest and 
imprl sonment of · (private) Hebrew teachers has continued, and recently Moscow 
television aired a 65-minute fllm blending the themes of anti-Zionism and 
anti-Semltt.sm. Though ft ls lmpossible to say at this early date, there is no 
l.ndication that Ml.khan Gorbachev, the lncoml.ng Soviet leader, will be more 
forthcomt.ng wt.th regard to Soviet Jews. indeed, in past instances, when · asked 
about the condl.tlon of Soviet Jews by parliamentarians and other public figures 
.1.n Britt.an · and Canada., Mr. Gorbachev -r-esponded heatedly, saying that thi.s was an 
1 nternal affair. On the ·other hand, members of the recent SOviet ~elegatlon 
vlsitlng the Unit·ed States, led by Politburo member Shcherbltsky, made curious 
statements· about Sovl.et Jews. State Bank Chairman Alkhlinov, who was quoted in 
early JanuaTy as having stated to U.S. Commerce Department ~fflcial _ LI~nel 
Olmer that 1150,000 Jewish emigrants" .would be no problem if trade relatlons 
between the Soviet Union and the United States improved, said privately 1n the 
U.S. that he was misquoted as to the numbers of . Jews but left the impression 
that- he did not entirely . repudiate the January statement. 

Reportlng" on recent AJC a·c.tlvities, Mr. Riseman noted . that, together ·with 
several 'Qther Jewish organizations, AJC had sponsored an advertisement in the 
Washingt9n Post on the quest ton of how better Soviet treatment of Jews could 
assist in improving bl laterar relations. · · 

Mr. Riseman also reported on a meeting he recently attended with James Buckley, 
the president of Radio Liberty, on the issue .of allegations of anti-Semitic 
broadcasts. The meet i.ng was .. very friendly and Mr.. Buckley proml.sed to provide 
transcripts of several of . the broadcasts in question. From the material 
received so far and from the discussion, there is ·no t.ndlcation that the 
cha~ges made against Radlp Liberty are valid. Hr. Riseman also spoke with 
Congressman Larry Smith, a member of the House Subcommittee on Internaticmal 
Operations, which oversees Radio Liberty, who had travelled to the Radio's 
headquarters in Munich to l.nterview staff and revl.ew transcripts concerning the 
ant i-Senitl t le charges. Mr. Ri seman said t'hat he. intended to_ follow-up on the 
matter of Radio Liberty. · 

Nichol as lane sal.d that it lS di ff !cult to assess whether the le.aders~ip ch.ange . 
in the Soviet Union will be good or bad for Soviet Jews. What ls necessary is 
for American Jews to be involved in the eff9rt to assist Soviet Jewry on a 
sustal.ned basis. Their partlcl.pation should includ_e travel to the Soviet Union 
to see the problem first-hand, which would also serve to encourage further 
participation In the. advocacy movement. 
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Richard Maass reported briefly on the activities of the Jacob Blaustein Insti
tute (JBI). Recently a pamphlet detailing JBI activities appeared, which will 
prove a useful device for encouraging greater public knowle~ge. of JBI work. The 
Institute selected Prof . Ro,ger Clark of ~utgers University Law School to serve 
as the third Sakharov Fellow and he ls pre~arlng ~study dealing with religious 

· 1-ntolerance, a topic currently on the U.N. agenda. To Ulustrate the influence 
of JBI work, Mr. Maass pointed to a meeting that Sidney Liskofsky arranged 
between a U.N. Rapporteur on the subject of the right to know one's hl.ITlan rights 
and a former JBI Sakharov fellow, Prof. Pechota, who had completed a JBI study 
of this topic. The U.N. Rapporteur has since incorporated many of the ideas and 
proposals in the JBI study in her own work . The concept ~ere, as with other 
subjects such as the right to leave, is to influence the fr'1lflework and content 
of international thinking on the key human rights concepts. ~cause of all the 
worthwhile projects lt approved, JBI has exhausted its budget for the 198·4-85 
year, underscoring the funding limitations placed on JBI act1vltles, not to 
speak of the many more worthwhile endeavors the Institute ~~u~.d undertake_. 

Jacob Kovadloff reported on South Amer.lea. Pl ans . have been set in m.otion for a 
eonf ere nee ln Buenos Aires .on the subject of pluralism and identity, and for a 
pan-American conference on the riccasion of the lOth anniversary of Vatican 
Council II, to be held in Brazil in the fall of 1985. The Brazilian conference . 
will be co-sponsored by that country's Nat.tonal Conference · of Bishops and CELAM, 
the Latin American Conference of Catholl.c Bi shops, along with the AJG. In 
addition, discussions are now in progress for the publication in Spanish of 
books on human rights published by the Jacob Blaustein Institute, to_ be issued 
through the University of Buenos Aires. 

Marc Tanenbaum noted that there were important opportuni ti-es for AJC program
mat le work in South America. The new president of Brazil, Tancredo Neves, with 
whom Jacob Kavodloff has met, has been a friend of the Jews and of Israel in the 
past, and has frequently opposed arms sales to Arab countries. Nevertheless, the 
Arab League and the PLO are important forces in Brazl l. Furthermore, the 
assurances given by President Alfonsln of Argentina to AJC and other Jewish 
organizations regarding hi~ state's votes on Israel-related issues at U.N. 
bodies have not been implemented, requiring further cont·act from. us. Finally, 
the s:ttuatio.n in Uruguay, where democracy has been restored, offers significant 
possibHl.ties for AJC activities. 

George .Szabad reported briefly on future activities of the Polish-Ameri
can/ Jewish-American Task Force relating to international relations. The Polish- _ 
Americans have undertaken a project to work to eliminate anti-Jewish refere,nces 
from the Oberammeragau Passion Play; the Jewish participants have agreed to 
write a paper dealing with the human rights situation in Poland. 

Submltted by Kenneth Sandler and Allan Kagedan 

April 1985-cpa/tp/ sm/ smm 
I022 (IRD-2) 
85-550-39 
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THE· AMER.ICAN JEWISH C~MM.ITTEE 

date . April 30, 1985 
to 

from EILEEN FOSTER· 

SUbie~t YO~R ANNUAL MEETING ASSIGNMENTS 

Attached .is the r9und-up of s~aff responsibilities for this year's Annual 
Meeting. ~s you know, field staff participatiQn was cancelled for budgetary 
reasons. This .has made the assignment process more difficult, hence the late
ness of this notificatfon and the fact that there .are many more multiple 
assignments than usual. ~ · 

Because the number of people working the meeting is smaller than usual, we are 
counting on your cooperation in completing all of your assignments. Please 
make note of when, where and how we are expecting your. help by going throu.gh 
all of the pages to"""11ri0 all or-four assignments . If you cannot fulfill an 
assignment, 12!!. are responsible or getting a substitute; leave a note for me 
in Headquarters giving the details. . · 

PLEASE NOTE that times and rooms shown on the attached pages may sti ll be 
subject to some ·change; please be sure to pick up a copy of the printed 
weekend program to do~ble check. · 

JOB DESCRIPTIONS are attached for all assignments except that of .reporter . 
Tho~e of you who have reporting assignments have_ already heard from Sony~ . 
Kaufer. I would like to re-emphasize, however, the importance of Sonya ' s · · 
request .that reporters get copies of outside speakers' presentations or notes 
and lea·ve the111 in .Headquarters marked for -her attention. 

WHEN YOU GET TO THE HOTEL, please stay away fr9111 the AJC Registration Desk 
staffed by Sadye Olivieri and her crew. You may pick _up ·your badge anQ a copy 
of th~ printed program in Headquarter~. the Barron Suite on the 4th floor of 
the Waldorf. 

· .. ·This round-up . of staff assignments will be posted in Headquarters throughout 
the weekend so t hat everyone is clear who is responsible for what . 

AN IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT THE ANNUAL DINNER: If you are asked by Sadye to delay 
taking your seat or to move from your assigned seat, please accede to the 
request gracefully ." The Troubleshooting Desk only •bumps• staff as a last 
resort ·and Sadye must have your cooperation if she makes such a request. . -- . . 

See· you at t.he meet1~g· ~ · 

·. 

EF/br .. . 
Attachmel\t 

:.• 



STAFF ASSIGNMENT JOB DESCRIPTIONS 

"OVERALL CHARGE11 

In addition to the obvious that applies to all sessions seeing that the · · · · 
meeting goes smoothly, starts and ends on time, etc. -- staff members listed . 
as being in overall charge of a m~al session s~ould have received tickets for 

· outside presenters or panelists. If you do not already have the tickets, 
please contact Nancy Merjos. 

uSESSION MANAGER11 

In general, session managers are expected to be on the alert for all possible 
problems . In particular: 

1. Before the session begins, check that all mikes are in working order. 
This means arriving at least 15 minutes before the scheduled start of 
the session. · 

2. Di.rect program participants to the dais or reserved table; take care 
o·f any other requirements they may have. 

3. Close the doors of the room When the program portion begins. 

4. If necessary, move ffoor mike(s) into the center of the room when the 
discussion is about to begin. 

5. Ask chatting groups tp move away if they are congregating at t~e back 
or just outside of the room . 

6. Not ify Phallis Booth or send a runner. to Headquarters· if more chairs 
are neede , if the air conditioning needs adjusting, if something 
that should have been distributed at the meeting i$ missing, etc. 

11STAFF HOSTS AT THE ANNUAL DINNER GENERAL RECE~TION 11 
. . ·:_'-~•t-. · '._, 

Please report to Sadye 01 ivieri by 6: 15 P .M. Those of you who have workeq_~ .. (.~"'·f ... 
this beat before know that congestion can be a serious problE!f!I and . w~ needy ·(') ._: 
your help to move people away from the elevators and AJC Re~jstration De~:~f)fl "< .. - / 
the Ballroom Foyer as soon as possible. The best way to do so is to station · . 
yourself at or near an elevator, holding seating lists for distribution . \~y-' 
guests get off the elevator, note what they are wearing and proceed as follows : 

1. For men in black tie , women in evening dress, or anyone in clerical . 
garb, ask for their names and check the seating list. If they are · 
listed as being on the DAIS , .they should be escorted to the Dais 
Reception in thl:! West Foyer of the Ball room. 

2. Give all other guests a. seating list or direct them to the ..lQng_ 
registration table, where .sea.ting .. lists will also be availa~ · 

over .•. 

" . 
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3. Try to move chatting groups away from congested areas and into the 
Reception itself -- where the band is playing and the bars are set up. 

4. Familiarize yourself with the location of the checkroom, rest rooms, 
pay telephones, so you can give directions. 

5. Once the rush of guests coming off the elevators has slowed and the 
elevator area is no longer crowded, you should move into · the General 
Reception. Here, you are really uhosting" -- look for guests 
standing alone, introduce yourself , chat and, whenever possible, · 
introduce them to other guests nearby. 

6. When the hotel staff flickers the lights to signal the end of the 
Reception (they will be responding to instructions from Phyllis . 
Booth), circulate and ask guests to move into the main part of the 
Ballroom for the dinner as quickly as ~ossible. Please do not go ·to 
your seat until all the guests have left the Reception . for dinner. 

•oAIS RECEPTION WORKERS• 

Your job is .to help the dais captain get guests lined up for the dais 
march, and to undertake any other assignments given to you by Marsha Turken. 
Please be sure to report by 6:15 P.M . 

·TROUBLESHOOTERS· 

Your assignment is simply to do anything Sadye Olivieri asks -- look for 
particular staff or lay members, run errands, etc . It is crucial that you 
stay close by the Troubleshooting Des~ and not get involved in conversations, ~ 
as Sadye often has to conmunicate via discreet signals . 

aBOOK SALES• 

Copies of books by the two presenters will be available for sale at a discoun·t 
at a table outsid~ the meeting room. Payment by cash or check is required. 
Please "be ready for businessu at 7:15. '· 
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WEEKEND RESPONSIBILITIES 

· Overa l l Charge 

Ombudsman & Staff Assignments 

Catering, & Front Desk liaison 

Meeting Room & Audio Visual Arrangements 

· Registration D.esk 

Headquarters 

Sto~kroom 

Weekend Reports 

Photographer & "AJC Jou~nal" Reporting 

Press Room 

Shula Bahat 

Eileen Foster 

Nancy Merjos 

Phyllis Booth 

Sadye Olivieri 
Flora Levine 

. E 1 eanor Nunez 
Rose Triebwasser 

Brenda Rudzin 
Pamela Bailey 
Sandra Gandelman 

Mario Nunez 
Louis Jusino 
Edward White 

Sonya Kaufer · 

Adam Sinms 

Morton Yarman 
Randall Czarlinsky 
Leonard Fink · 
Haina Just 
Joyce Kaplan 



WEDNESDAY, MAY. l 

10:00 AM 
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ASSI GNMENTS AT INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS 

*International Relations Comm.ission 
Steering Conmittee 

Overall Charge & Session Manager: 
Marc Tanenbaum 

Reporter : David Harris 

*National Affairs Commission 
Business Meeting 

Overall Charge & Session Manager: 
Irving Lev1ne 

Reporter: Ellen Isler 

Louis XVl Suite West 
(4th floor) 

Conrad Salon 
(4th floor) 

*PLEASE NOTE: Central registration staff CANNOT cover these meetings. Please 
assign a departmental secretary to be on duty at the hotel for 
the duration of this meeting. You will be responsible for 
taking attendance if you need a list. 

Noon 

3:00 PM 

4:30 PM 

7:45 PM 

Board of Governors Luncheon 

Overall Charge: 
Session Manager: 
Reporter: 

OPENING PLENARY SESSION 

Overall Charge: 
Session Manager: 
Reporter: 

PLENARY SESSION 

Overall Charge: 
Session Manager: 
Reporter: 

PLENARY SESSION 

Overall Charge: 
Session Manager: 

Reporter: 
Book Sales: 

Shula Bahat 
Phyllis Booth 
Marsha Turken 

James Rudin 
Alan Mittleman 
Judith Banki 

David Harris 
Kenneth Bandler 
Harold Applebaum 

Linda Steinberg 
Judith Banki 
Marilyn Braveman 
Larry Grossman · 
Betty Reiser 

Basildon Room 
(3rd floor) 

Hilton Room 
(Lobby) 

Hilton Room 
(Lobby) 

Hi 1 to.n Room 
(Lobby) 

. 1 
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THURSDAY, MAY 2 

7:30 AM ~*Center on Inmigration Louis XVI East 
(4th floor) and Acculturation Breakfast 

Overall Charge & Reporter: 
Gary Rubin 

'*Ad Hoc Conmittee 
on Western Europe Breakfast 

Overall Charge: 
Reporter: 

*IFAP Screening 

David Geller 
Tamar Podell 

Herbert Hoover Suite 
(4th floor) 

Basildon Room 
(3rd floor) 

Overall Charge: Joseph Giordano 

PLEASE NOTE: .1staff members 1n charge of the two breakfast sessions are 
responsible for taking attendance and submitting the l 1st to 
Nancy Merjos for billing purposes. 

• 
9:00 AM 

11 :00 AM 

12:30 PM . 

*No registration staff will be assigned to these sessions. If 
additional staff is required, please make appropriate assign':" 

.ments from among departmental professional staff • 

PLENARY SES~ION 

Over a 11 Charge: 
Session Managers: 

Reporter: 

David Harris 
Alan Kagedan 
David Geller 
Kenneth Bandler 

Jewish Conununal Program Forum 

Overall Charge: 
Session Manager: 
Reporter: 

Yehuda Rosenman 
Leora Isaacs 
Steven .Bayme 

Interreligious Program Forum 

Overall Charge: 
Session Manager: 

· Reporter: 

PLENARY LUNCHEON 
· ' 

Over a 11 Charge.: 
Session Managers ~ 

Reporter: 

James Rudin 
Judith Banlci 
Inge Sibel 

· . Eugene DuBow 
Josie Task 
Anita Watkins 
~avid Singer 

Empire Room 
(Lobby) 

Basildon Room 
· (3rd floor) 

Hilton Room 
(Lobby) 

Empire Room 
(Lobby) 



2:00 PM 

2:30 PM 

5:00 PM 
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Pick up Justices Marshall & Brennan : 
Samuel Rabinove 

PLENARY SESSION 

Over.a 11 Charge: 
Session Manager: 
Reporter : · 

Josie Task 
Jill Craner 
Lois Grayck 

*FUNDRAISING COCKTAIL RECEPTION 

Overall Charge: Arthur Feuer 
Lee Goldstein 

Hilton Room 
(Lobby) . 

Empire Room 
· (Lobby) 

*PLEASE NOTE : Centra·l Registration staff does not cover this event routineJy; 
please make appropriate arrangements. 

6:30 PM Dais Reception · 

Overall . Charge: 
Captain: 
Hosts : 

Registration: · 

Runner: 

6:30 PM GENERAL RECEPTION 

Overall Charge: 
Troubleshooting: 

Staff Hosts: 

7:30 PM 79th ANN.UAL DINNER 

Overall Charge: 
Session Manager: 
Reporter : 

10:00 PM PRESIDENT 'S RECEPTION 

Overall Charge: 

Ballroom West Foyer 
(3rd floor) 

Marsha Turken 
Eugene DuBow 
David Harris 
Haskell Lazere 
Sara Marks 
James Rudin 
Brenda Rudzin 
Nancy Mei-jos 
Marilyn Rothman 

Phyl 11s Booth 
Sadye Olivieri 
Harold Applebaum 
Jill Craner 
Richard Faltin 
David Geller 
Inge Gibel 
Joseph 61ordano 
Joanne Hoffman 
Tamar Podell 
Betty Reiser 

Shula Bahat 
Eileen Foster 
Josie Task 

Nancy Merjos 

Astor Salon 
(3rd floor) 

Grand Ballroom 

Astor Salon 



FRIDAY, MAY 3 

7:30 AM 

9:30 AM 

10:45 AM 

12 :15. PM 

Legal Cormnittee 

Overall Charge : 
Reporter: 
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Samuel Rabinove 
Richard Foltin 

National Conmittee on Women's Issues 

Overall Charge : 
Session Manager: 
Reporter: 

Linda Greenman 
Betty.Reiser 
L.1nda Greenman 

National Membership Cabinet 

Overall Charge & Reporter: 
Eileen Foster 

Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

Overall Charge & Reporter: 
David Harris 

PLENARY SESSION 

Linda Steinberg Overall Charge: 
Session M_anager: Anita Watkins 
Reporter: Sonya Kaufer 

Internat iona.l Relations Program Forum 

Overall Charge: Marc Tanenbaum 
Session Manager: Kenneth Sandler 
Reporter: Alan Kagedan 

National Affairs Program Forum 

Overall Charge: Irving Levine 
Session Manager : Marilyn Braveman 
Reporter: Samuel Rab1nove 

PLENARY LUNCHEON 

Overall Charge: Gary Rubin 
Session Managers: Lois Grayck 

Reporter: 
Joseph Giordano 
Francine Etlinger 

Louis XVI East 
(4th floor) 

Basildon Room 
(3rd floor) 

Louis XVI Center 
(4th floor) 

Louis XVI West 
(4th floor) 

Starlight Roof 
(18th floor) 

Hilton Room 
(Lobby). 

Basildon Room 
(3rd floor) 

Empire Room 
(Lobby) 
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3:00 PM Concurrent Workshops 

Workshop Coordinator: Harold Applebaum 

South Africa Hilton Room 
Overall Charge: Marc Tanenbaum 
Session Manager: Ala~ Kagedan 
Reporter: Kenneth ·Bandler 

Immigration Ballroom Foyer West 
Overall Charge: Irving Levine 
Session Manager: Richard Foltin 
Reporter: Ellen Isler 

Cam8uses c·onrad Sa 1 on 
verall Charge: Yehuda Rosenman 

Session Manager: Larry Grossman 
1Reporter: Steven Bay11e 

4:15 PM PLENARY SESSION Basildon Room 
(3rd floor) 

Overall Charge: Eugene DuSow 
Session Manager: Marilyn Braveman 
Reporter: Harold Applebaum 

SATURDAY, MAY _4 

8:00 AM Trustees Breakfast Astor Salon 
(3rd floor) 

Overall Charge: Arthur Feuer & Rita Blume · 
Reporter: Rita Blume 

10:00 AM SABBATH SERVICES & DISCUSSION Hilton Room 
(Lobby) 

Overall Charge: Alan Mittleman 
Session Manager: Sara Marks 

Marilyn Rothman 
Reporter: Marsha Turken 

Noon KIODUSH Starlight Roof 

Alan Mittleman 
(18th floor) 

Overall Charge: 

12:15 PM PLENARY LUNCHEON Starlight Roof 

Overall Charge: Yehuda Rosenman 
(18th flo_or) 

Session Managers: . Pau 1 ine Sherman 
Sara Marks 

Reporter: Robert Rosenbaum 
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2:30 PM Chapter Leaders/National Officers Conrad Salon 

Overall Charge: Eugene DuBow 
(3rd floor) 

Sabbath Study Session Herbert Hoover Suite 

Overall Charge: Steven Bayme 
(~th floor) 

Reporter : . Alan Kagedan 

IFAP Films Vanderbilt Suite 

Overall Charge: Joseph Giordano 
(4th floor) · 

SUNDAY 2 MAY 5 

8:00 AM PLENARY ·BREAKFAST Empire Room 

Overall Charge: George Gruen 
(Lobby) 

Session Manager: David Geller 
Reporter : Harold Applebaum 

iO:OO AM PLENARY SESSION Hilton Room 

Overall Charge: Phy 111 s Sherman 
<Lobby) 

Session Manager: Lois Grayck 
Reporter : George Gruen 

Noon Pay Equity Task Force Basildon Room 
(3rd floor) 

Overall Charge & 
Linda Greenman Reporter: 



Fallacies ·About Israel's 
. Ties with South. Africa · 
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Currently, the world's attent.ion is fo.cused on South Africa, whose 
unjust apartheid system has evoked .international condemnation. In 
response to public pressure, Western governments have begun to impose 
sanctions .on Pretoria, raising the question of what relations other 
countries sh9uld entertain with it. 

In the public debdte over policy toward South Africd, some, in the 
Un i.ted States drtd elsewhere, have argued that other countries should 
sever all ties with it until apartheid is elimlndted; others contend 
that the· causes of aboJ.i shing apartheid and upholding Western security 
are best served bj continued Western ties with Pretoria. Whatever 
position one takes, many countries, including black African states, do 
conduct pub Uc or private econ om le, diplomatic, political or military 
rel.at.ions with the South African government. 

A number of commentators in American newspdpers and magazines have 
begun to single out Israel for special condemnation for its relationship 
w.i th South Africa, alleging, indeed, that "an alli<lnce" exists between 
the two countries. For example, some recent articles in the Christian 
Science Monitor, the Chicago Sun-Times, the Nation, and the Pittsburgh 
Courier assert that Israel and Sou~h Africa are closely linked through 
trade and weapohs sales and that the two societies are alike.1 In 
addlt ion, studies published by the Un.ited Nations, pro-PLO organizations 
or independently have concocted the a.l legation that the two countries 
are plotting against other African countries, that South African Jews 
are "agents" of the "alliance" betw~en Israel and South Africa, and that 
the two soci.et.ies share similar historical roots. 

An analysis of the allegation that Israel is an ally of South 
Africa reveals that this notion is the product of an alli.ance of 
anti-Israel propagandists. This canard is filtering into the American 
media, hav i.ng been accepted by writers who are unable to demonstrate 
i.ts truth and presumably are unaware of its provenance. 

Trade and Military Relations 

Peter Allen-Frost, writing in the Christian Science Monitor, cla.ims 
that "Pretoria and Jerusalem have formed an all lance of pragmatism •• • 
they have moved .i.nto a close, almost symbiot.ic relationship," in part 
because of thei.r "brisk trade." 
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What is the natur~ of Is·rael' s trade w.ith South Africa? Israel 
trddes less with South Africa in absolute terms than do Western nations 
and even black African stdtes. In fact, in 1983 the value of U.S. 
exports to South Africa was 32 times the va.lue of Israeli exports; the 
value of West German exports was 30 times as great; and the value of · 
exports from other African states was four times as great. In thdt same 
year, 1983, South African exports to other African ·states totaled $796 
mill.ion, those to Israel only $142 mil.llon.2 

Reluctant to admit the relative insignificance of trade between 
[srdel and South Africa, Alexander Cockburn, in the Nation, alleges that 
South African diamonds are processed in Israel at gfeat profit. He 
concedes, howeve r, that these diamonds are bQught and sold at inter
national diamond exchanges. There is no way countries -- if they are 
not totalitarian -- can· control . the sale and purchase of diamonds 
through third parties. Besides, the Soviet Union and black Afri.cdn 
countries are also diamond sellers, and the origin of a particular 
dlamond is difficult to ascertain. 

Not on~y is Cockburn's article inaccurate, it is .incomplete. He 
does not, for instance, mention that Arab oil-producing states provide 
South Africa with at least 76 percent of its oil -- earning billions of 
dollars wh.ile meet.ing a key South African economic and military need.3 
Cockburn also neglects to mention that in 1982 Israel's exports to black 
Africa exceeded its exports to South Africa.4 

The second pillar of the argument that Israel and South Africa are 
allied is the assertion, made by Cockburn, Allen-Frost, Marable and 
others, that the two countries have an "extensive" military relation
ship. The facts are otherwise. Israel has repeatedly asserted that it 
has adhered to the 1977 UN embargo on arms sales to South Africa.5 A 
Congressional re.search study issued in 1984 was unable to find any 
evidence to the contrary. Even if one accepted as true various reports 
of [sraeli military sales to Pretoria since 1977, these ~lleged sales 
are mjnor in comparison with the dctual sales of other countries. The 
Congressional report mentions allegations that Israel provided South 
Africa with two drone aircraft, a bomp~disposal device, and training for 
South "African -backed, anti-Communist guerrillas in Angola led PY Jonas 
Savimbi.6 [t compares these alleged sales to known post-1977. sales by 
France (360 air-to-surface missiles, 300 surface-to-air missi.les, 10 
Mirage F-1A fighter aircraft, and 100 armored cars) and by Italy (36 
Atlas Impala training attack aircraft).7 

The emphasis that Israel's critics place on foreign support for 
the South African armed forces obscures the fact that Pretoria is 
largely self-sufficient militarily. In response to the 1977 arms 
embargo, South Africa developed an lndige~ous arms industry, reducing 
the percentage of its defense budget devoted to arms . purchases abroad 
f~om 70 to 15 between 1966 and 1982.8 

Why do American writers provide h.ighly exaggerated reports of 
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Israel's trade and military relations with South Africa? Th~ vety fact 
that· Israel is unfai.rly singled out for condemnation revedls d hidden 
agenda of some of these crlti6s: tarnishing the . i~age of the Jewish 
state. Proponents of the notion that Israel and South Africa dre allied 
often prejudge the issue and then seek to justify their view • 

. ' 
As the source of their information on Israel-South Africa ties~ 

Cockburn and Marable cite Israel.I Foreign Affairs·, a misleadingly named 
news bulletin ed.ited by a "Jewish progressive," Califqrnidn Jane Hunter. 
What sources does Jane Hunter ~se ~s a basis for her allegations? The 
footnotes in an article on Israel and South Africa in the April 1985 
issue of Israeli Foreign Affairs are revea l ing. TASS, the official 
SovJet news agency, .is mentioned, along with reports submitted to htghly 
pol it.icized, anti-'Israel UN bodies, a French - language book published by 
a Canadian Arab organization, and several English-language books by PLO 
supporters .• 9 

In other. words, Hunter provides no independent ·or objective verifi
c·ation of her claims, which means, in turn, that Cockburn, Marable, and 
others, w'rit.ing in the m~i.nstream American press, also have no basis for 
calling Israel ~n ally. of South Africa. The notion of an Israel-Sou~h 
Afr.lea alliance ls, quite simply, an invention. Its purveyors, wittingly 
or unwittingly, are disseminati.ng anti-Israel pro_pagan.da. 

Contemporary Differences, External a~d Internal 

Why, in the view of the proponents of the alliance notion, are 
Israel and Sou th Africa "a.l.l ies"? Their answer: the two countries are 
"similar.'' Similarity .arguments may be divided into those focusing on 
external relations and those. emphasizing internal conditions. 

Peter Allen - Frost claims that what unites Israel and South Africa 
is that they share a "siege mental.ity." This misleading not.ion is now 
almost a commonplace among some writers on the topic. In the first 
place, i.n .its biiateral relations, Israel is no.t nedrly as "besieged" as 
South Africa. Israel has excellent ties with the United States, Cana~a, 
and Western European countries, while South Africa is the target of 
sanctions by them. Recent media reports indicate that Israel's ties 
with black African states and with several East European countri es, 
incl.uding Poland, are improving. How is this in any way comparable to 
South Africa's world position?10 

St.i l .l, critics argue, ~re not both cou.ntries sim.i lar in that they 
are surrounded by enemies? Of course, both Israel and South Africa face 
problems with hostile neighbors, but this .makes them no more similar 
than a murder victim and a suicide : both h_ave died, but for rdther 
different reasons. The question is, why do the two nations face 
opposition? The reasons are utterly distinct. Israel faces opposition 
from the Arab world because, with t~e exception of Egypt, no Arab state 
is willing publicly t6 recogniz~ Israel's ~lght to exist. This policy of 
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nonrecognition dates back to 1948, long before Israel's occupation of 
the West Bank a nd Gaza. ·The PLO' s covenant expl icit.ly rejects Israel's 
right to exist and seeks its liquidation. The Arab-PLO program is not · 
aimed at altering internal Israeli ethnic relations nor even at 
securing Israel's wi thdrawa.l from · the territories it occupied in .its 
1967 defensive war; its aim .is to eliminate the manifestation of Jewish 
sovereignty in the Middle East. · 

S.outh Africa's neighbors oppose .it because of its cruel and unjust 
interna.l policy of apartheid. They do not, themselves, have designs on 
South African territory, claiming it . as their own. · 

Here one comes to the second type of argument allegi.ng resemblance 
between the two states: "The greatest distinct.ion between Israel and 
South .Africa .is that Zion.ism is legally non-discriminatory while 
apartheid is legally racist. And yet ••• in practice the results are 
comparable.~11 But again, cqntemporary conditions in israel . and South 
Africa canncit be compared. Isra~li Arabs enjoy the right to vote -- one
person-one-vote -- anp freedom of movem~nt, including the freedom to 
res i de where they wish. Indeed, Israeli Arabs possess key civil and 
political rights that black South Africans seek. 

To exte~d Israeli citizenship to Arabs in the West Bank and Gaza 
would necessitate formal Israeli annexation of these territories. 
Whereas the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza strive for separation 
frO!Jl Israel, South African blacks want full .integrat.ion in theit 
country. The. situations and goal~ of the two groups are fundamentally 
different. Recently, moreover, Israel · welcomed thousands of Ethiopian 
Jews, removing any question, if there ever was ohe, of its devotion to. 
racial equa.li t .y. 

Global Menace 

Independent anti-Israel writers and persons work.ing for the United 
Nations or Palestinian organizations inflate the alliance notion into 
an imagin~ry global threat. In July 1983, an International Conference 
ori the Alliance between South Africa and Israel was held in Vienna under 
the auspices of the Unlted Nations Centre against Apartheid. The 
Conference Declatatibn, echoing a the~e found in other UN documents,· 
states that the Israel-South Afr .i.ca "al l.iance" constitutes ·"a grave 
menace to peace and stability in Africa and the world, an.d a serious 
challenge to the United Nat.ions." The "collaboration" between these two 
states, the Oecl.aration continues, is directed against "the .independent 
states of Africa and the Arab· world. 11 12 · 

Elaborating on th i.s far~ fetched theme, James Adams, a British 
journalist who c·overed the Ar-ab world for many years, describes how, 
united, Israel and South Africa wi 11 lim.it black Africa's "freedom to 
develop economically and to take independent poUtical action." By 
ga.i.ni.ng military self-sufficiency, he Cl.aims, these two nations, in a 
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"pincer movement," will secured controlUng. influence over Africa.13 To 
·lend_ cr.edence fo th.is ·fantasy, the Soviet and:Syr .ian media have .leveled 
the absurd charge _that Israel and South Africd are developing "racist" . 
bi6Logical weapon~ capable of killing blacks and Arabs while sparing ' 
whites. · · 

South African Jews 

Grasping at straws, ant.i-fsrael publicists also. point to the 
119,000-member South African Jewish comml!nity to allege the ex ist_ence· of 
an Israel-South Africa "all iarice." Polemicists term the South Afr.icdn 
Jews an_ "importa~t ·u.nk in · ·[the] Ziorii_st design" to create this 
"u~holy allianc~." 

Oml,tting the fact that the South Afric~n Jewish community was 
fo.,rmed . only 'in the 20th ·century, lo.ng after the establ i~hment of 
apartheid, ~nd that many of its m~mbe~s actively oppose ~partheid, 
w~iters try . to id~ntify Jews as agdnts of lsrael ,or~ing with the South 
African government. They label normal contact' between .South Africa's 
Jews and Israel -- visits, charitable donations, cultural events -- as 
evldence of .afl Israel-South Africa "ax~s." Charitable private donations 
to Israel are termed "a South African transfer of funds to Israel," as 
if thi.s were a government-to-gove.rnment project. Speaking engagements 
of Israeli representatives are described as "official" meetings between 
South African and Israe.li leader·s. An· Israeli comed.ian' s ·arr ivdl in 
South Africa is ci.ted ·as evidence of . extensive cultu~al exchange.14 

Inventing History 

The word "all i.ance" implies affinity and shared objectives. 
Anti-I~rael publicists from the PLO and A~ab and Soviet-bloc states and 
their support~rs have s~ught ' to distort history and portray Israel's 
founders a~ "virulent" racists~ The authors of one book cla.im that "the 
relationsh i p between · israel and .South Africa is someth.i.ng .!riore th~in 
pragll)atiC ••• [HJ i.s or:dinary and n~tura,l, for it flows from tne nature· 
of 2ionism," wh(ch mandated European colonization of an undeveloped 
region.15 Phillip Oke, a representative of the Christian Peace Con
ference, which has been .identified as a Soviet-front organ.ization, told 
a UN. body on Nov. 5, 1984, that Israel, like South Africa, is a "racist 
settler state. 11 16 · · ·· 

No historical analogy can be drawn be.tween the origins ·of Israel 
and the development of South Africa. Zioni.sm' s impet.us was not coloni
zation for profit or · prose Lytism. It was a . wish to overcome European 
hostility toward Jews and Jewish tr~ditioris~ .In 'Russia, for example, d 

tsarist version of apartheid limited the movement of . Jews to a bo.rder
land region, away from political and economic ~ent~rs, and restrlcted 
Jews to certain oc~upat.ions. Gover.nment-sancti9ned pogroms against 
Jewish communities Led_ Jews to fear for th.eir Lives· ~ Zionisri:I' s Cl1ltural 
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pr-ogram WdS not directed at "enlightening11 other peoples; its focus was 
on the rev.ival of Jewish ·culture. Zionism should be seen in the same 
context as Afr-icdn movements for- self-determination ln the 1950s and 
1960s, and not as a variant of 19th-century Eur-opean colonial.ism. 

South African apartheid .sprang from markedly differ-ent historical 
conditions. Its roots lie in the South African slave trade of the edrly 
1700s, administered by the Dutch East India Company. In the 19th 
century the white Transvaal Republic's constitution provided for "no 
equality in church or stdte for blacks." The Republic establi.shed 
separate areas for the two rdces, and required blacks visiting white 
areas to carry passes. Legally mandated · residential restricti.ons and 
the pass requirements provided prototypes for current South African 
"homel.dnds" and "pass laws." Nowhere i.n Z.ion.i.st history can one find 
slavery, doctrinal statements fdvoring inequality, or discriminatory 
legal decrees. Indeed, Zionism's founding fatheri Theodor Herzl, pledged 
that, after liberating the Jews, he would help to liberate African 
blacks. And Israel's dee.la rat.Lon of i.ndependence, adopted on May 14, 
1948, prov.ides for "equality of social and poUt.ical rights to all its 
inhabitants, irrespective of religion, race or sex •••• " 

Propaganda Alliance 

Who i.s behind the campaigh to identify Israel a~d South Africa as 
allies? The "Ust of Part.icipants11 17 in the Conference on the All.iance 
bet ween South Africa and Israel is revealing. The Arab and Soviet-bloc 
governments attende~; so did representatives of the UN Commlttee on· the 
Inalienable Rights of the Pales~inian People. Nongovernmental organi
zation participants included the Arab league and th.e Arab Labour 
Organi.zation, the PLO, and Soviet-front organizations such as the World 
Peace Council and the Wof'ld Federation of Trade Unions. Working 
together, these states, UN agencles, and private organizations were able 
to pass resolutlons condemning the "israel~South Africa Alliance" and 
push them through the UN General Assembly dnd other UN bodies. Further
more, they were able to use UN units, such as the Centre against 
Apartheid, to prepare "studies" and hold meetings to legitimize this 
theme. Over time, tht's pollt ically motivated falsehood has found ·.tts 
way into mdinstream U.S. and ot~er media. 

The high priority that the Arab and Soviet blocs have assigned to 
this propaganda ploy is indiCdted by its constant repet.itiqn in state
ments made by their representatives at the 1985 UN General Assembly. A 
Soviet repres~ntative called (Oct. 15, 1985) the equation of Zionism 
with racism "historic," and her Czech colleague compared (Oct. 11, 
1985) Israel's policy toward the West Bank and Gaza with "South Africa's 
practices." The PLO spokesperson identified (Oct. 16, 1985) Zionism 
with apartheid, and the Iraqi deleg~te made (Oct. 14, 1985) the false 
claim that the Israeli and South African regimes "were the same, and 
based their policies on the '.inferiority' of groups of peoples." 
"Friends" from V.ietnam (Oct. 11, 1985) _and Zimbabwe (Oct. 16, 1985) 
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joined the anti-Israel chorus. Apparently, these representatives 
believed in the standard propaganda gambit of repe~ting a li~ so often . 
that. lt begins to gain acceptability.18 . 

Arab and Soviet-bloc publicists .reach beyond the UN in their effort 
to link Israel with South Africa in the American mind. Beginning in 
1983, Novosti, t'he Soviet government press agency, distributed an 
English-language pamphlet in the United States giving a Soviet perspec
ti.ve on the world arms trade. In ad.dition to blaming Amedca for all 
commerce in weapons and denying So vi et arm~ trading·, the pamphlet 
accuses "Tel Aviv" of forming a "ver.itable m.ilitary alliance" with South 
Africa~ Similarly, a U.S.-based group called the Pales~ine Human Rlghts 
Campaign, which in July 1985 sponsored an academic tour group that was 
greeted warmly by Yasir. Arafat, refers to Israel's pol.icies as 
"apartheid-like" .in its September 1985 newsletter. 19 . 

What are the aims of anti-Israel propagators of the noticin of an 
[srael-South Africa alliance? Two objectiv~s may be discerned •. For 
their part, Arab state~ hope to depict Israel as illeg.itimate so tl)at 
it ~ill be ost ra9ized 1 ike South Afr lea; they also hope to generate 
support amo.ng black Africans for the Palestinian cause • . The politlcal 
motivation behind Arab and PLO "concern" about relations between Is.r~el 
and South Africa becomes transparent in paragraph 19 of the Declaration 

. of the UN Conference on the Alliance between Israel and South Africa, 
which reads: "The conference eX'presses the hope that no State would 
resume relations with Israel so long as it continues collaboration with 
South Africa •••• " The canard that lsrael and South· Africa are allies 
serves as a tool to restrain black African states from renewing 
relaiions with Israel. If Arab states were truly opposed to apartheid, 
they ~ould . not be reaping huge profits on .oil sates ·to Pretoria.20 

The Soviet Un.ion, .its supporters, and surrogates have another 
reason for disseminating the Israel-South Africa alliance notion. The 
USSR is engaged in a campaign· to vi.l.ify the Un.ited States in . the Third 
\Vo'rld in ord.er to undermine the U.S. image there and hence increase 
Soviet influence. B.y U .n.king Israel with South Africa, and in turn by 
linking Israel with the United States, the Soviets ~ave constructed a 
false syllogism designed to enhance their o~n stature on the African 
cont.inent and throughout the Th.ird World. Indeed, some analysts rate 
the Soviet Union's abi.l.ity to c .r.iti'cize the United States and other 
Western powers for their South African ties as one of the chief assets 
of Lts African strategy.21 

The Arab and Soviet blocs and their supporters, then, disseminate 
elaborate myths about relations between Israel and South Africa to serve 
clear poLitical objectives • . Why' have a few American commentators 
embraced these false notions? This is . a difficult question to answer. In 
some cases, thelr use of the a ll.iance notion trumped up in the midst of 
pub 1 ic condemnation of South Afri.ca .seems to be an expression of 
host.i.l ity ~oward Israel. For instance, a history professor at Ap
pa.lachi an State University who traveled to the Middle East courtesy of 
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the Pal~st.ine Human Ri.ghts Campaign, returned to compare Israel's 
treatment of Palestinians with South Afrjcan apartheid.22 In other 
cases, the all i.ance canard may have been employed for the simple reason 
that it is sensational. Yarns about plots, conspiracies, and secretly 
concluded alliances speak to an often unhealthy need in the public 
psyche to ~elieve in a secular demonology. Irresponsible publicists 
have always exploited this human failing . 

The Boston Globe recently editorialized that the notion of an 
alliance between Israel and South Africa is nothing more than "prop
aganda by Soviet-bloc nat.ions· and their Third World allies. 11 23 Fortuna
tely, the American public is rejecting this propaganda. Media reports 
misrepresenting ties between the two states serve only to divert public 
attention from the injustice being visited on blacks and other nonwhites 
in South Africa. 
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ISRAEL AND . SOUTH AFRICA 

By Kenneth Sandler and George E. Gruen * 

Int.roduct ion 

The debate. in the United States over the South African government's 
apartheid policy has em·erged with renewed vigor in recent months as the politi
cal situation affecting Blacks in South Africa continued to deteriorate. 
Members of Congress and representatives of religious, Black and non~sectarian 
organizations have demonstrat~d at South Africa's Embassy in Washington and at 
its consulates in several U.S. cities. Jewish organizations, including the 

. American Jewish Committee, have participated in these protests against apartheid . 
as well. 

In Chicago last November, the AJC's National Executive Council adopted a 
statement reaffirming the agency's "ab.horrence of apartheid, South Africa's 
system of legally entrenched racial discrimination," and calling "for its speedy 
elimination." (See Appendix I for full text of statement.) Guided by the 
American traditions of democracy and pluralism and by Jewish values and teach
ing, the AJC's primary efforts since· its founding in 1906 have been devoted to 
combatting violations of human rights wherever they occur. 

The revived anti- South African protest _activities in this country have 
coincided with the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu and 
with an increase in opposition activitles within South Africa itself. For· many 
years, a number of South African Jews, notably _Parliament Member Hele~ Suzman, 
have . been in the forefront of the efforts to·eliminate apartheid, to give Black 
South African citizens their full human rights, and to democratize the entire 
country. 

The subject of Israeli-South African relations often arises in discussions 
about South Africa. This is largely the result of inaccurate and misleading 
in format.ion on the subject disseminated by Israel's adversaries. from the Third 
World and Communist bloc. These states, hostile to Israel, have sought to 
delegitimlze the Jewish State by fals~ly labelling it "racist." Alleging ties 
with South Africa serv~s their propagandistic purpose of "proving" that "Zionism 
is racism." As former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Andrew Young noted in 1979, 
"It ls unfair to link Israel to South Africa. If there ls a link, you must 
compare Britain, Germany, Japan and the United States . All of them have links 
with South Africa . Israel becomes a too easy scapegoat for other problems we 
have."1 

*Kenneth Bandler is Research Analyst in the Israel and Hiddle East Affairs 
Division, International Relations Department; Dr. George E. Gruen is the 
Director of the Israel and Middle East Affairs Division. The authors wish to 
acknowledge ·the special.. research contribution of Michael Rothenberg, a graduate 
student at Columbia University's School of International Affairs, who examined 
the extensive 1 i terature on this subject and prepared the statistical .data 
included in this report. 
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Twenty-four countries have full diplomatic relations with South Africa. 
Some of these are among South Africa's main trading partners, and a number of 
them have military ties as well. A large number of countries that do not have 
formal diplom·atic ties with South Africa, notably Black African and Arab states, 
also enjoy economic and commercial relationships with it. At least 46 African 
states trade with South Africa. The Black African state of Malawi, which does 
not even border on South Africa, has full diplomatic relations with the white 
minority government in Pretoria. Some of these ties have recently become more 
overt. For example, Swazi.land and South Africa agreed last December to exchange 
trade representatives, and Mozambique and South Africa opened trade offices in 
their respective capitals after signing a non-aggression ·pact in March 1984. At 
the time, Mozambique noted that by entering into this security and economic 
relationshipi it was in no way condoning the South African government's policy 
of apartheid. · 

Israel does not condone apartheid, and the other countries relating to 
South Africa have often stated their opposition to its racist policies as well. 
Ye t , of all these countries that constitute most of the UN membership, Israel 
alone is· rout in el y and systematically singled out for condemnation in inter
national forum~. The standard used against Israel should be applied to all 
countries, or 'dropped. 

In order to bring clarity to the debate on Israel-South Africa ties, the 
relationship must be placed in the proper perspective. This paper will do so by 
examining the economic and military relations South Africa has with all coun
tries. Such an examination, based on open sources and published statistics, 
clearly shows that Israel's trade with South Africa is minimal. Indeed, it is 
considerably less than one percent of South Africa's global trade. In addition, 
Israel has repeatedly stated that military· ties ceased after the UN Security 
Council imposed an embargo on arms sales. to South Africa in 1977. The persis~ 
tent efforts by opponents of South Africa to ·single out Israel, therefore, 
suggest that their aim is not limited to Israel-South Africa relations, but is 
part of the broader campaign to isolate and delegitimize the State of Israel. 

I$rael's Opposit1on to Apartheid 

Israel's historically consistent and firm opposition to the apartheid 
pol icie.s of South Africa is rooted in the moral princip_les of Judaism and the 
history of the Jewish people. Israel has been a leading advocate of the African 
fight ag·ainst the apac-theid system in the United Nations. The Israeli delega
tion has consistently cast its vote against the interests of South Africa. In 
1961 the delegation voted · ~o prevent the South African Foreign Minist~r, Eric 
Louw, froi:n presenting South Africa's case for apartheid at the General Assembly. 
In 1966, the delegation supported a U.N. resolution revoki ng South Africa's 
mandate over Namibia (So~th West Africa). In 1977, Israel supported a U.N . arms 
embargo to the apartheid regime. (See Appendix II for Israeli statements 
opposing racism and apartheid.} 

The founding father of modern Zionism, Theodor Herzl, wrote more than 80 
years ago that after liberating the Jews, he would strive to help end the 
oppression of Blacks in Africa. Carrying out Herzl's promise to assist the 
Blacks of Africa, Israel began a large and varied development assistance program 
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in 1957. ay 1966, Israel had established diplomatic relations with all sub
Saharan countries, except for Mauritania and Somalia, two members of the Arab 
League. Diplomatic relations with South Africa were maintained at a low level. 
During the period 1957-1973, 31 African countries received economlc assistance 
from Israel, and 20 of these signed cooperation agreements . 3 More than 6,700 
African students 9ame to Israel for training in agriculture, medicine and other 
developmental fields.4 Several thousand Israelis served in Africa.5 

Although African-Israeli relations cooled in the early 1970s, especially 
under pressure of Arab oil exporting countries, which led all African countries 
except Lesotho, Malawi and Swaziland to break diplomatic ties with Israel, 
economic and commercial ties have continued. Zaire restored full diplomatic 
ties with Israel in 1982, and Liberia followed suit in 1983. Despite the 
absence of full diplomatic ties with the other countries, Israel has maintained 
economic and commercial ttes with some 22 Black African countries. Israel has 

' ") 
'interests sections' in friendly embassies in the capitals of a number of these 
countries. While these African countries routinely join in the condemnation of 
Israel-South African ties, they not only trade with Pretoria, but also have 
quietly carried on relations w.ith Israel. 

Israei.q-South African diplomatic relations, meanwhile, were not elevated to 
the level of embassy until 1976. Isr.ael ' ·s continued involvement with Black 
Afr lean natl on s, nevertheless, continues to outweigh its relations with South 
Africa. 

South Africa's Economic Relations 

Statistical information compiled annually by the International Monetary 
Fund . . ( IMF) demonstrate that the volume of Israel-South African trade is 
neg! fgible when compar'ed to the lev~ls of trade South Africa cqnducts with the 
industrialized nations in the West, the commu~ist nations in the East, Black 
African states and the oil-rich Arab nations. (See Tables I and II.) Since the 
IMF relies on individual governments to· supply this information, the figures may 
not reflect the total volume . of . trade.· For political and security reasons, 
neither South Africa nor individual Arab oil exporting countries provide infor
mation on their trade. Black Africa is listed as one bloc. In such cases, we 
have derived information from other open sources. 

South Africa's biggest trading partners, according to IMF figures, are the 
Western industrialized states. Among 'these states, the United States figures 
the most prominently. South African exports to the U'.S. grew from $589 million 
in 1975 to $2.1 billion in 1980, but declined to $1.5 billion. in 1983. South 
Africa imported $1 .3 billion worth of American goods in 1975, $2 .5 billion in 
1980, and $2 .2 billion in 1983. 

Western Europe and Japan are not far behind the U.S. in their volume of 
trade with South Africa. South Africa imported $1.4 million worth of goods from 
England in 1975, $2.2 billion in 1980, and $1.6 billion i~ 1983. South African 

·exports to England have totalled $1.2 billion in 1975, $1. 7 billion in 1980, and 
$1.2 blll ion in 1983. West Germany and ·France have also been leading trading 
partners with South Africa. so·uth African exports to Japan increased· from $664 
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mill.ion in 197'5, to $1.5 billion in 1980, and nearly $1.4 billion i.n 1983 •. 
Japanese exports rose fr.om $840 million in 1975, to $1.6 billion in 1980 and 
$1.7 billion in 1983. 

Officially repofted Soviet bloc trade with South Africa shows South Africa 
exporting $10 million worth of goods to the communist countries in 1975, $22 
miHion in 1980, and $24 million in 1983. Soviet bloc exports to South Africa 
grew from $10 million in 1975, to $38 million in 1980, and $60 million in 1982 . 
They fell back to $22 million in 1983. 

At least 46 African states trade with South. Africa.6 As a bloc, these 
countri.es have traditionally been South Africa's fifth or sixth largest trading 
partner. Trade with Black Africa represented 4% of South Africa's exports and 
3% of its imports in 1981 alone. South Africa's exports across its northern 
borders increased by more than 6.0% between 1979 and 1980. Moreover, several 
hundred thousand Blacks from five neighbor ing states are employed in South 
African industry. South African expor ts to Black Africa grew from $573 milli'on 
in 1975 to $1 .4 billion in · 1980, but declined to $769 million in 1983. South 
Africa imported $344 million worth of goods from Black Africa in 1975, $371 
million in 1980, and $288 million in 1983. 

Other forms of economic relations between Black African states and South 
Africa. have not waned in recent years, but grown. One recent example of this 
trend is the non- aggression pact between Mozambique and South Africa, created, 
admittedly, be.cause of South Africa's overwhelming economic and military power. 
The pact encourages an increase in South African tour. ism to Mozambique., an 
increase in the number of Mozambicans employed by. South Africa, and an increase 
in South African aid to Mozambique and use of the port at Maputo. This pact and 
·the overall extensive ties Black Africa has with South Afri.ca give credence to 
what American civil ri.ghts l eader Bayard Rustin once described as "the double 
standard and hypocrisy that excuses or ignores Black Africa's trade with South 
Africa, while blaming Israel for far less volume of trade with South Africa . 11 7 

While the · IMF figures do not provide a country-by-country breakdown of 
South Africa's trade with oil exporting countries, recent reports have shown 
that Arab oil countries figure prominently in South Africa's foreign trade 
picture. According to data compiled by Shipping Research Bureau, an anti-apart
heid research organization based in Amsterdam, and Lloyd's Voyage Records, at 
least 76% of South Africa's imported oil comes from Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman. T'hese shipments have a market value of around $1.1 
billion anrually. The exact trade figures had, until recently, been suppressed 
in accordance with South African laws and by the deliberate forging of log books 
_by the suppliers. 8 

Oil is a vital strategic commodity supporting the South African economy and 
armed forces. The Arab argument that they have no control over where the oil 
companies ship the oil has been proven false by the histcirical record . · In 1973, 
Arab oil exporting countries successfully pressured Exxon to cut deliveries to 

. U.S . armed forces and Aramco to supply oil to th.e Arab war effort. Moreover~ 
the Arab states have over the years tried to use oil as a weapon to influence 
the political policies of other countries in the Arab-Israel conflict, as 
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witnessed by the oil embargoes in 1967 dnd 1973. If the Arab oil producing 
countries were firm in their opposition to apartheid, they would. be expected to 
impose an oil embargo on South Africa. 

Israel's trade with South Africa pales when compared to the trading records 
of other countries. Israel-South Africa trade has little bearing on South 
Africa's economic health. South African exports to Israel rose from $22 million 
in 1975, to $95 million in 1980, and $142 million in 1983. South Africa 
imported $26 million worth of Israeli goods in 1975, $61 million in 19~0, and 
$69 million in 1983. With few exceptions, Israel has · had an annual trade 
imbalance with South Africa. In fact, recent statistics rev~al that Israel 
accounts for only 0.4% of South Africa's imparts and 0.'7% of its exports. Those 
governments and individuals that exclusively focus on Israel-South Africa trade, 
with out truthfully acknowledg tng the amounts of western, Soviet bloc, Black 
African and Arab trade with the apartheid regime not only distort the facts, but 
are attempting to manipulate opponents of apartheid for unrelated political 
purposes. 

Foreign Military Relations 

israel supported the 1977 UN Security Council decision to impose an arms 
embargo on South Africa, · and Israeli officials have repeatedly reaffirmed that 
position. (See Appendix II for statement .• ) Israel, neverthelessi has been 
routinely castigated in international forlllls for its alleged military ·ties to 
South Africa . Even if some ties exist, a recent study by the Congressional 
Res earch Service has noted that any continued Israeli arms deliveries to South 
Africa are much smaller than .those of France ·and Italy. 9 Naomi Chazan, an 
Israeli scholar specializing in African affairs who is critical of Israel-South 
Africa -relations, has 11oted that the degree of Israel-South Africa · military ties 
in no way equals that of major arms exporting nations in the West nor does it 
compete with Eastern European and Arab arms sales to South Africa.10 Israel's 
arms transfers to South Africa before 1977, such as the sale of Reshef class 
missile boats equipped with Gabriel surface-to- surface missiles, were aimed at 
helping South Africa protect shipping lanes that are vital to western interests. 
Such sales were of no use to the apartheid regime in carrying ·out repressive 
measures against its Black population. Because of the arms embargo, South 
Africa has developed a sizable domestic arms industry . South Africa, in fact, 
has become a net arms exporter, self-sufficient in the production of small arms 
and other equipment needed for counter- insurgency operations.11 

France, . according to published reports, is South Africa's main anns 
supplier. In 1980 France sold 360 air-to-surface missiles to South Africa. The 
South Africans had a French license to produce 100 Landmobile surface-to-air 
missiles between 1980 and 1983.12 Between 1963 and 1974 more than S1 billion 
worth of armaments were shipped to South Africa, mostly from France.13 A French
built nuclear power station 17 miles north of Capetown was completed in late 
1984. 

The United States has also sold military-related items to South Africa. The 
American Friends Service Committee issu~d a reP,ort based on non-classified, 
State Department documents that claimed that during the first term of the Reagan 
Administration, the U.S. issued 29 export licenses worth 528 . 3 million to South 
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Africa for _goods and high technology equipment, all of which can be used for -
mil.itary purposes.14 The report claims that these sales were in clear violation 
of the U.N. embargo on the sale of military equipment to South Afrlca. 

Although much has been written on the subject of alleged Israel-South 
African cooperation in the nuclear field, it amounts to pure specula~ion and 
conjecture. tfo conclusive evidence to substanUate these assertions has been 
.published. The UN Secretary General cautioned in a 1980 report that "Until 
specific examples of actual nuclear exchanges or transactions can be cited as 
clear evidence of such cooperation, this whole question remains in a state of 
uncertainty •11 15 Why · does the speculation on alleged Israeli
South African military ties continue endlessly, while known military arrange
ments between South Africa and West European states ·are ignored? The motivation 
is purely political -·- to harm Israel Is image through const·ant repetition of 
alleged Israeli misdeeds. Such repetition, however, does not by itself sub
stantiate the allegations. 

Conclusions 

South Afr icai s economtc viability depends greatly. on its extensive foreign 
trade. The strength of Sou·t .h Afr lea's armed forces is dependent upon foreign 
military suppliers as well as oil. In both the economic and security fields 
Israel's interaction with South Africa is negligible when canpared to South 
Africa's relations with other countries. If Israel were to break all ties with 
Pretoria, the impact on South Africa's economy and military would be har~ly 
measurable. 

The routine condemnation of Israel-South ,African ties by many states and 
individuals, who have chosen to manipulate the anti-apartheid cause for the 
soie purpose of delegitlmlzing the State of Israel, harms honest efforts to 
combat apartheid. Those who raise this false issue effectively reduce the 
anti-apartheid constituency in the United States and around the world. South 
African Blacks, the victims of apartheid, deserve better. 
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TABLE'. I 

South African Exl!orts 

(In- Millions of U.S. Dollarst 

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 - : 1982 1983 1984* 

United St.ates 589.7 5?6.8 910.7 1,558.4 1,679.2 2' 125.6 ·1,453.0 1,220.0 1,551.0 391.0 

United kingdom 1;255.0 1,146.6 1,512.3 1,400.5 1,146.5 1, 779.2 1 ,313.5 1,300.0 1,219 .0 189 . U 

West Germany 601.8 543.8 594.5 - 767.4 ~ 1,084. 5 1,028. 7 962.4 785.0 703.0. ·· 190 .• U 

France 155.6 170.6 245.5 :""' 317.9 l 

I 
417.5 I 523.5 638.3 415 .0 353.0 110.u 

Japan 664.8 592.0 737.0 875.9 1,129.3 1, 551.4 t,574.5 1,533 .0 1,390.0 348 .• 0 

Soviet Bloc 10.2 9.3 (f 1-2. 1 ...... _:-:: 7.9 L .. 25 • 5 . - l . 22 • 7 22.4 15.0 24.0 ·· 1.U 

Africa** 573 .1 521.1 599.0 614.7 878.6 1,412.4 1,294.5 834 .0 769.U · 1~2.0 
: 

Oil Ex(!orting J / /. . .... . 
'· .f_r- 1'8. 1 

• ! . , 

Countries** 27.8 68.7 24.0 "9.6 ,Y 34.2 58.2 6.8.0 37 ;0 .. . 4~0 
' 

Israel 22 .8 35.9 34.1. l~, 
.... 

66 .• 8 ---~ 116.5 95.1 . 70.8 140.0 142.0 .. 30.0 

"Israel*** 40.5 45.2 
........ 

54.3 80.4 153 . 1 117. 1 103.2 166.8 

* First Quarter of 1984 

** , All IMF est i!flates .are based on data ~eported to the specific country. if the data c·annot be derived . by _that 
country, it is -Q~ten estimated by thar country's trading partners. In these pa~ticular . sets of data, specific 
African, oil exporting and Middle East countries have not been identified. One could speculate that Sou~h Africa, 
Black African states and Arab states did not disclose these figures for- political reasons. · • 

*** These figures, submitted by Israel to the IMF, differ from the South African figures, because of different 
.accounting methods. Such disc-repancies_ are also found . in the statistics for South African _trad~ ~ith the o_ther 
countries. Nevertheless, Israel's t _rade with South Africa is still minima~. 

Sources: Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary Fund. 
Directions of Trade Statfstics International Monetary Fund . 

Washington, O.C. Yearbook, 1982. 
Washington, D.C. October 1984. 



TABLE II 

South African Imports 

(In Mllllons of U.S. Dollars) 

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984* 

Un.lted States 1,340.8 1,459.7 1,124.5 1,137.0 1,477. 9 2,526.7 2,952.3 2,484.U " 2, 207.0 660. 0 
0 

United Kingdom 1,493.9 1,185.4 971 .4 1,200.2 1,490.6 2,242.0 2,500.6 2,029.0 1,697. 0 44'.>.U 

West Germany 1,409.2 1,217.5 1'07 3. 1 1,466.2 1,554.9 2,384.4 2,707.0 2,503.0 2,003.0 596.0 

France 335.4 294. 7 275. 5 546.8 559.2 702.8 1,046.8 708.0 544.0 159.0 

Japan 840.3 690. 5 719.6 ' 947.2 952.1 1,669.3 2,266.8 1,711.0 1,765.0 514.U 

Soviet Bloc 10.6 13.4 !A 10.0 
J 

8.8 I 1 21.6 38.5 51.2 60.0 22.0 6.0 ',-, \ j 

Africa** 344.3 356.3 330.5 281.8 303.6 371.4 375.3 305.0 288.0 80.0 

Oil Ex~orting 
Countrles** .4 .3 \ "- \ '~-. \ "-·~ I I ~ / 1. 1 I i 1.8 1 . 5 

. ·' ,,,-- ) 

" Israel 26.5 19.5 . 17 .6 "" 27~7 · J 34.4 61.7 76.5 66 .0 69.0 17.0 
-'. 

Israel*** 39.2 32.5 23.9 
......_ 

,...._ 37.5 _J 48.4 79.2 98.4 78.4 

* First Quarter of 1984 

** All IMF estimates are based on da~a reported to the spe~ific country. If the data cannot be derived by that 
country, it is often estimated by that country's trading partners. In these particular sets of data, specific 
African, oil exporting and Middle East countries have not been identified. One could speculate that South Africa, 
Black African states and Arab states did not disclose these fig~res for political reasons. 

*** See note *** to Table I above. 

Sources: 

I029/ls/tp 
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Directions of Trade ~atistics International Monetary Fund. 
Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary Fund. 

Washington, D.C. Yearbook, 1982. 
Washlngton, D.C. October 1~84. 
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Appendix I 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE . . 

STATEMENT ON SOUTH AFRICA 

The American Jewish Committee, thi.s country's pioneer human relations 
organization, has been ~evoted si.nce its founding to combatting violations of 
human rights wherever they occur. In this tradi.ti.on, . we reaffinn our .abhorrerfoe 
of aparthei.d, South Africa's system of legally entrenched racial discrimination, 
and we call for its speedy elimination. 

We applaud the award of the Nobe 1 Peace Prize to Bi shop Desmond Tutu, a 
courageous and eloquent 1 eader of the anti-apartheid struggle. The award 
symbolizes universal recognition of the justice of this cause. 

Unhappily, in South Africa, voic;:es of protest against apartheid are often 
silenced harshly. - lack of due pr.ocess and detention without . trial are prominent 
features of life, with attendant abuse of politi.cal power. 

Recently enacted con st i tut ion al reforms, belatedly offering partial 
representation to Indians and "coloreds," have left "the system of racial 
s·egregat·fon int act; unfortl,lnate ly, they f aq to enfranchise South Afri.ca' s 
overwhelming black majority. The policy of "resettling" blacks in poverty
stricken "homelands" has disrupted the lives of hundreds ·of thousands -- perhaps 
millions. The influx control laws and the . Group Areas Act aggravate the 
suffering of the black population. 

The role that those outside the country can play i.n combatting apartheid is 
fi.mited ~ But they can help to enhance .the prospects for peaceful change, which 
would benefit South Afr.leans of all .races and religi()ns. 

Thus, we e'1dorse programs by pri.vate groups and government agencies, in the 
United States and abroad, for educatlng black and other non-white South Afri.cans 
to assume a prominent role i.n the economlc and public life of their country. 
Educ at I.on can be a powerfu"J force for ~ocial change, a key element in di sman
tl ing apartheid. 

Furthermore, all American companies operating in South Aftica should be 
urged to apply fair employment practices toward blacks.· These include desegre
gat 1 ng the workplace, permltting workers to join trade unions providing equal 
pay for comparable work, initiating Job traini.ng programs, creating opportuni
ties for career advancement., and improving health, housing, and school facili
ties. Additionally, all European fi.nns doing busi.ness i.n South Africa should be 
urged to adhere to the fair employment principles enunciated in the 1977 EEC 
Code of Conduct. Such practices by Western firms can contribute significantly 

· to the long-term goal of bull.ding a society based Ofl equality and justice. 
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Final I y , we urge the United States Government, and al I other Western 
governments, to work vigorousJy through appropriate bi 1atera1 and multilateral 
Ghannels , for the democratization of South African society. 

Adopted by the National Executive Council 
Chicago, Illinois, November 2, 1984 

1029-South Africa Appendix I 
4/15/85:tp 
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Appendix II 

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS BY THE STATE OF ISRAE~ 
OPPOSING· RACISM, APARTHEID AND ARMS SALES TO SOUTH AFRICA 

" ••• Obvi ous.l y, we cannot be. a·nythi ng but cri.tical of a pol icy which, irrespec
tive of historical and soc~ologi.cal reasons , tends to cause hLDlliliation to 
others because of their race or color. In fact, we would be unfaithful .to our 
Hebrew herltage if we wquld· not be critical of such a poJ icy ••• we abhor .any form 
of raclal discr. lm1 nat I.on and humiliation, and r· beli.eve that the South African 
government and enlightened public opiniQn in So~thAfri6a respect the candqr 
wi.th which we express our opinion ••• " 

Ambassador I.O. Unna, then Israel.' s · Arnbassa.dor to 
South Africa, September 3, 1978. 

"Israel will comply w'ith Security Councll Resolution 418 (1977)1 and, accord
ingly, Israel wil J not provide. South Afr.lea with arms or transfer of weapons and 
ammunition, military vehi.cles and equi.pment." 

Note verbale from Israel to the UN Security Coun
cil, September 4, 1979. Israe.J. 's position o.f· 
opposition to the provision of arms to South Africa 
has . been repeatedly reaffirmed at the l!nit~d 

' Nations. 

" ••• it is no wonder that almost 80 years ago, Theodor Hetzl, the founding father. 
of modern Zionism, compared the oppression of Blacks in Africa to that which the 
Jews themselves had suffered, . and h·e vowed that when · he had witnessed the 
reden,iption of his own people, israel, he would work for freedom in Africa ••• " · 

Ambassador Yehuda Blum, Israel's UN Representative, 
before the Gener.al Assembly, November 8, 1979. 

"As a multiracial people bf all colors and backg~ounds, we cannot be anything 
but critical qf a policy which causes humiliation to otl:lers on account of their. 
race or color. In fact, we would be unfaithful to_ our Jewlsh heritage if we 
were to leave the slightest doubt in anybody's mind that we abhor any fonn of 
racism, raclal discrimination or humiliation." 

1 

Ambassador . Yetw~a Blum, before the UN General 
Assembly on Policies of Apartheid of tt~e Government 
of South Africa, November 12, 1980 • . 

Th~ Security Council voted un~nimously on November 4, 1977 to impose a mandatory 
arms embargo agai.nst South Africa. 
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" ••• The State of Israel r9se as a response to inJustice and sufferings. It 
remains committed to social and racial equality. [The Israelis are] a people 
coming from t _he four corners of the earth. Many of them are of different 
origins and hues. All passionately reject racism . As recently as last December 
an international congress against racism was held in Tel Aviv. Represent~tives 
of teacher unions from different countries joined t~ study how to educate the 
young generation to to l erance and mutual understanding between peoples and 
r aces, how to alert it to the dangers of racism. In this spi r it a call to the 
teachers of the world has been issued." 

Ambassador of Israel before the UN Commission on 
Human Rights, Geneva, February 16, 1.981. 

"We have never missed an opportunity to publicly denounce apartheid and to 
associate ourse lves with United Nations condemnat ions of apartheid. I express 
once again our total opposition to apartheid and to racism in any form . " 

Prime Minister Menachem Begin, interview with 
Afrique a la U~e, June 1982. 

" ••• nothing un i tes the people of Africa and t he people of Israel more than a 
hatred of racism. Our people have suffered more than anyone else from racism, 
have fought and still fight, more than anyone else aga i nst thi s most horrible 
disease that stl 11 persists among mankind. 

"Israe 1 and its Government have consistently condemned publicly the policy of 
Apartheid, and I take this opportunity to express once more our abhorrence of 
Apartheid ·and of any form of racism wherever lt may occur." 

From remarks ·by President Chaim Herzog during the 
visi.t to Israel of Libe rian President Dr. Samuel 
K. Doe, August 23, 1983. 

"Israel is not a simple observer which mere l y sympathizes with the victims of 
racism and oppression. Our views have been s haped by bitter historical and 
emotio na l experience spanni ng cent~ries. Moreover,- to no less an extent, our 
abhorrence of racism is rooted in the social norms which comprise an integral 
part of Judaism's teachings." 

"Israel's position concerning apartheid and othe r manifestations of racia l 
discrimination is clear: we oppose bigotry completel y and unreservedly wherever 
and whenever it emerges. We have made this position known to the Government of 
South Africa on numerous occasions. By this direct approach, rather than 
through acrimonious rhetoric, we believe that the cause of eliminating racial 
discrimination is better served ." 

Ambassador Yehuda Bl.um, before the UN General 
Assembly, November 17, 1983. 
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" ••• Israel categorically condemns racism in· all .its forms, including Apartheid. 
We are a people who have suffered more from racism, murderous racism, than any 
other. This ~s why the founder of !'!Odern Zionism, Theodor Herzl, wrote that 
after liberating the Jews from the evil of racism he would strive to Ji.berate 
the oppressed blacks. And this is why tne state that was founded ln his vision, 
Israel, has repeatedly expressed its revulsion of and opposition to Apartheid, 
both in world forums and ~irectly to the Government of S6uth Africa ••• direct 
communication is the most ~ffective means to bring about a change in South 
African racial poliCies." 

Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's UN Repre
sentative, before the· General Assembly, November 
21, 1984. 

(Prepared by the Israel and Middle East Affairs Division of the International 
Relations Department). 

85-580-4 
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.Union Seminary board votes to divest of South Africa holdings 

... · . . By Tony Chapelle •'·. . , 

Religious News Service Coinspoadea& .-. 
···-· -··-·- -~ -. . . - ··------· ... .. .. ~·-· · ·- - -- -··· · -------:------··--

~·- . ·····-··-·- ....... . . . . 

NEW YORK (RNS) - The board of directors of Union Theological Seminary, one of 
America's most prestigious ministerial schools, voted Monday to di.vest itself of holdings in 
companies with "major direct involvement" in South Af rfca. 

The directors gave their investment committee the task of defining what actually _ 
-constitutes the ·transacting of business With South Africa, as well as the job Of deciding OD a 
schedule for divestment. · 

"The board vote followed a year-long period of study," said Dr. Donald W. Shriver, Jr., 
in a statement Monday night. Officials at the school emphasized that the action was not the 

. result of three weeks of student demonstrations and court cases at nearby Columbia 
University over that institution's South African-related investments. 

.. The Union Theological Seminary endowment totals approximately 133 mmi®' 
Y according to school officials. At-this time they would not estimate the J)ortion that might be 

eventually divested. 
Divestment of holdings in companies doing business in the Republic of South Africa has 

been on the minds of board members for some time now, and certainly at least since last · 
summer, when President Shriver appointed the Policy Research Group on Seminary · 
Investments to question finances going toward apartheid-ruled South Africa. 

But the student body of this small, independent, ecumenical graduate school has also 
maintained pressure for a strong public pronouncement against South Africa's policy of racial 
separation. 

In November, ~ group known as the Committee on Southern Africa drew up a seven-
point resolution that, among other proposals, called for· an end to U.S. federal, state and 

church organizations' military, financial and commercial support of South Africa. The 
resolution gained widespread approval within the seminary's 1ldministration and student body 
and was distributed to religious and political.figures, as well as to all Ivy League seminaries. 

The resolution was adopted at about the same time Bishop Desmond Tutu, the winner of 
the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize, participated in a week-long series of services at Union focusing 
on international issues. The month before, the Rev. Allan Boesak, president of tbe World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches and founder of the United Democratic Front in South Africa, 
visited the seminary for the premiere of a documentary about his anti-apartheid work. _ . 
. Mr. Boesak told the large crowd in James Chapel, "The very fact that the movement iii South 
Africa exists, which has become a mass movement in less than a year, is our people's way of 
praying to God that this last chance would not pas,, us by." 

But the most im.pressive protest made by the Union anti-apartheid sympathizers was 
the April 3 demonstration in front of the South African Consulate in New York. Ninety-one 
members of the seminary community; including President Shriver, were arrested for 
disorderly conduct as they blocked the entrance. . 

Following the arrests, student activist Walter Parrish said many Union board members 
say they became aware of the seriousness of anti-apartheid sentiment around the sem.µuuy. 

While school officials stress there is no connection. between the Columbia University 
divestment protest and the decision by Union to divest, last Wednesday. at least 15 Union 
students joined Columbia students to block a university building entrance as part of a three
week-long demonstration to force the university to drop $32.5 million in South Africa-related 
irivestments. . .... --- - ___ ,___,.,.... _____ .... ---

··~·---·-----:~-·- __ ... 
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The %.rnerican ':Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.V. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • cable Wishcom, N.V. 

April 4 , 1985 

Several members who participated in our Mission to Hungary have 

suggested to Al Moses and myself .that we have a get-together during 

the Annual Meeting . This will -give us a ·chance to reflect on our 

trip and · relive some of the great moments we had together. We'll 

al so have a chance to discuss :.the Doha~y Synagogue which several 

of you thought we should support ~ 

We'll be meeting on"Fr_i.clay,_ ~.a.f_Jf:d ---·~·;:- ~-t: 4_;_3_0. p.in. _· ..... . at t_h_e_. 

'"Wal dorf_( Ba ran -South)~· 

I look forward to seeing you. 

A viszontlatasra! 

David Geller 
International Relations Department 

DG/es 

85-560-9 
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ADDRESS BY HRS. HELEN SUZMAN H.P. TO THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
INTE~NATIONAL "RELATIONS COMMISSION, CHICAGO, NOVEMBER 2nd 1984 

Although the title of my talk is Southern Africa - the new Political 
Landscape', that will have to serve as framework ·only, for Or. TanenbaLBTi wrote 
to me ·at the beginning of .September sugg~sting a .. number of topics in which you 
would be especially interested. They are: · 

I 

(1) The present situation in South Africa with particular reference to the 
unrest that accompanied the recent Indian and Coloured elections; 

(2) The situatio~ and mood of the Jewish conrnun~ty in Sou~h Africa; 

(3) The relationship between South Africa and· Israel, South Africa and· the 
Western -powers, and South Africa .and Black African countries; 

(4) Prospect.s for the future and for the Jewish ccmmunity in South Africa; 
~ 

Each of these subjects could ln fact take up my entire allotted time of 30-45 
minutes, but I will do my best . to cover some aspects of each of t~e suggested 
topics, though not serlatlm •. 

I want to begin by giving you a few ·relevant statistics about the South 
·Afrlcdll society. 

South Afr lea has a total populat ton of approximately 25 million people, of 
whom 4 1/2 mill ton are white, 17 million are Black, 2 1/2 million are _Coloured· 
and 800,000. are As~an. 

The white .population is by no means homogeneous in language· o~ in culture. 
AfrJkaners (of Dutch stock, way back "in the mid-17th Century)' are the dooiinant 
group, numbering about 2.8 million. English-speaking people represent some 40%. 
There are today about 500,000 people of Portugese origin in South Africa, 
having come from. Angola•and Hozdlllbique when those countries became independent 
and ·were taken ·over by Black governments in the mid-70s. The Je~ish corrmunity 
consists of about 120,000 people - you could lose them in a corner of Brooklyn • . 

Jews went to South Africa in two major waves of lnnigration - the fl~st from 
Eastern Europe at the ·turn of the century · to escape pogroms, being drafted into 
the Czar's army and to. seek a .better life; the second in the thirties from 
Germany to escape the Nazi terror. Immigration was restr~cted by two laws - the 
Quota Act of 1913 and the Allens Act of 1932 • 

. South· African Jews are a tightly-knit community, held together by cultural 
and rellgious ties. About 50$ .of Jewish children attend Jewish day schools. 
There is a strong Zionist movement in· South Africa and South African Jews are 
reputed. to be the. highest per capita donors to Israel after the Jews of the U.S. 
(T~ere are no tax deductions for these contributions) Their political affilia
tions in South Africa span all parties except the far-right Conservative and 
Herstigte Nasional Parties - the latter indeed prohibits Jews from becom·~ng 

- - . ---------- · ••••• J ... . .. -
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members, and whBe the former does not pr.ohlbit· membership, it has stated that 
adherence to Christian principles is required of its members. 

Until the early fifties the ruling National Party did not admit Jews ln the 
Transvaal. · Today it not only admits Jews but has nominated a Jew ·as an H.P. 
(now retired) and recently ·nominated .a Jew to· the President's Council in the new 
constitutional .structure. A number of Jews support the National Party today, 
though it ts fair to say that the majority · support the Opposition. They not 
only remember the Nat.tonal Party's supp·ort of Nazi ·Germany during World War II 
but have an understandable dislike of the manifold injustices inherent .In the 
apartheid system. In my own const.ituency (a "silk stocking" constituency ·In 
Johanesburg)~ there ls a large number of Jewish voters who have faithfully 
returned me to Parlian:ient over eight general elections. I . do .not clalm· they all 
agree ·or perhaps even kno~ every detail . of the ~ollcy I and ·my party (the 
official ·opposition Progressive Federal Party) propound. Maybe they have just 
become thoroughly c_ond it ioned to vote for me over all those years! However, 
though · not all Jews are liberals in South . Africa, a disproportionate number of 
1 lberals are Jews. . 

A great numbe»r of young .and, middle-aged Jews have emigrated from South 
Africa over the past 25 years. Many · ha~e left for career .reasons, but a good 
many more have left for political reasons. They dislike present policies and 
they fear what the future may bring. 

The Jewish population ls South Africa ls an aging population. It would be a 
shrinking population were it not for the .t. 18,000 Israelis who are llvi~g there. 
A few thousand more are there temporarily. 

Wh.ich brings me to the South Afrtc~n/I~raell -connection. 

One of the main reasons why some Jews support the National' Party government 
is because of the Government's sympathetic attitude towards Israel, which, -inter 
al la, relaxed exchange control _ to enable South African., Jews · to send money and 
goods to Israel. · There is a bond .between South Africa and Israel as a result of 
the isolation felt by both - targets of the East and the West. The two coun- : 
tr tes tr·ade ex tens 1 vely, · exchange in.formation and expertise and ref us~ to 
participate in boycotts ~gainst each other. Both feel beleaguered and the 
mll l tary connectlon is rumoured to be substantial. (I .cannot give you details - . 
the.re ls a·n embargo on such in format ion and a Defence Act that prohibits its 
dissemination). But it ls known that there is a formal treaty between Israel 
and South Africa agreeing to a regular -exchange of technical and scientific 
information which may well include advice regarding defen~e an~ counter
lnsurg~ncy matters from Israel. 

. In return, Israel gets vital minerals such as coal, iron and vanadium, . as 
well as other raw mater la ls 1 t cannot obtain elsewhere. I am ·well aware that . 

· the South African/Israeil connection has made the task of the Israeli lobby in 
the U.S. that much more difficult. I can only assume that Israel has weighed up 
the pros and cons and considers, rightly or wrongly, that she would have more to 
lose lf she severed the connection with South Africa. 



_,_ 

There have been repercusslons in South. Africa as well, as a result of the 
South Africa/Israeli connection. ·over recent years there has been .a noticeable 
rlse of anti-Jewish sentiments among Black South Africans, many. of whom - esP,e
cfally young radicalised Blacks - identify with the P.L.O. Last year there were 
ugly scenes on the campus at the University ~f ~he Witwatersrand where Black 
students (mostly ~Aslan), supporters of P.L.O., and .Jewish students clashed 
violently. · r have had leaders of the Black convnunity in Soweto a~k me how· it ls 
possible that Jews in Israel can have friendly relations wlth a. country like . 
South Africa whose policy .ts based on race· discrimination. 

. . . 
I have been at pains to tell them that the Israeli/South African connection 

is based on survival - each . has somethl~g the other needs and cannot obtain 
elsewhere; · and that it is unrealistic to expect Jews ln " Is~ael ~ho have lost · so 
much .to· endang~r their survival out of sympathy .for Blacks 1h ·south Africa, but 
that th is · does not mean that they identify · wl th the policies of the South 
Afr lean c·overnment. I also point out that Black states in Africa have rejected 
~sraeli offers of technical ~ssistance, have expelled Israeli diplom~ts - and hav~ 
made clear their sympathy for the P.L.O. Two leaders, President Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe and Pres~dent Machel of Mozambique, have recently received Arafat and 
repeated the silly statement th~t Z~onism and apartheid are synonymous. 

Needless to say, this ls having its backlash among -Jews In Sout~ Africa, but 
· I am firmly convinced that Jewish voters (in my constit~ency anyway) are sb 

imbued with a feeling for .simple justice that they will not be influenced into 
changing . ~_heir political affiliations. 

It is also important to note that South Africa maintains ties ~lth most 
Western nations, engaging in extensive trad~ with, among others, Creat Britain, 
U.S. and West. Germany. Its trade with the U.S. includes exp.qrts of' gold, 
diamonds ·and other mlnerals in exchange for chemicals and technology. There are 
approximately · 3SO U.S . companies currently operating in South ·Africa, of which 
200 have endorsed the Sullivan Principles. 

I turn now to Dr. Tanenbaum's proposal that I discuss the present situation 
in South Africa with particular reference to · the unrest that accompanied th~ 
recent .Coloured and Indian elections. Let me briefly sketch the events leading 
up to those elections. ~ 

During the 1983 Parliamentary session a new Constitution for South Africa · 
was adopted by the all-white Parliament with my party opposi~g and the far-right 
Conservative Party also opposing· - for totally different reasons. We opposed 
because the new constitution omitted to mak~ political accommodation for 70$ of 
the population - the Blacks. And the C.P. opposing because the all-white 
Parliament would henceforth include, in a tricameral structure, the Coloured and 
Asian people. Having passed the Constitution Act, the Government held a 
referendum of white voters, asking whether the new Cons.t .i tut ion should be 
implemented "Yes" or "No." 

My Party advocated a -"No" vote, anticipating .further polarization between 
Black and white due to the exclusion of Blacks. 

_- I 
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We had uneasy bedfellows in the far-right C.P. which also advocated a "N~' 
vote because of the inclusion of Coloureds and Asians. In the event,"the 
Government ·won the referendum hands down. 66% of the white electorate voted 
"Yes", includ'ing a considerable numbet of opposition suppo.rters who felt that 
the new Constitution was "a step in the right direction" and that the Government 
must· have. a hidden agenda that would eventually bring Blacks into the new 
d ispensa.t ion . 

In A~gust this . year elect ion1s were· held to choose the Coloured and Asian 
H.P.s for their respective Houses (Representatives for Coloureds; Delegates for 
Asians). But meanwhile a rising tide of opposition to any participation in the 
new structure. was very. evident - the United Democratic Front - consisting of a 
conglomerate of some 400 organizations - of all races - plu~ political_ organiza
tion s like the' Natal a'nd Transvaal . Indian Congress· - · campaigned vigorously 
agai~st participation. 'Low polls were the _result - 30% ' in the case of the 
Coloureds (less if one bases the percentage on the total number that could have 
but did· not register for the vote) and 2oi for the Asians. The Government 
charged- intimidation as the reason and said it considered the elections to be 
valid. · It had in the meantime locked up - under the preventive detention law ~ 
a number of leading 'lights of.- U .. O.F. and of other Black organizations. Ther.(j.e 
was a great deal bf vfolence at the polling booths with the police out in full · 
force using sjamboks and tear gas. 

Hardly an auspicious way in which to usher in the so-called new era of. 
reform. 

Also · erupt.ing at this time were black t_ownships Close to the Witwatersrand: 
ostensibly due . to an increase in rents but no doubt also due to the ongoing 
smouldering resentment engendered by._ all the apartheid m·easures and non
inclusion in the 'new political set-up. At least 100 people were killed and a 
great deal of damage done to. property. The Government's react ion was predict
able. Approximately 20 people have been held under the security laws and six 
have sought refuge in the British Co~sulatej More arrests and a ban 6n all 
indoor meetings until the end of September. (outdoor meet·ings have been banned 
since the 1976 unrest - that this has not restored law and order appears to have 
escape9 the Government). Something like 160,000 Black school kids were boycott-. 
lng school when I left •South Africa and there was trouble at every Black 
university_ in the country. The tricameral Parliament opened on 18th September. 
with a pious "appleple and _ motherhood" speech from the .new Executive State 
President, elected not by popular vote as yours ~'t'i 11 be on 6th November but by 
50 members of Parlicrnent of his own Party: for the Coloured and Indian M.P .s ln 
the electoral college are outnumbered 50-38. How's that for democracy? 

The" old Westminister system which South Afrlc·a had before was by no means 
perfect, but what the Government has done ls to retain the worst features of 
that system - winner take all elections and highly centralized form of govern
ment - an(! it has failed to introduce the .. best features - namely, universal 
franchise under the rule of law. Moreover, the foundation stones of apartheid 
remain untouched - the new Constitution is based on race classification. All 
the ugliest aspects of apartheid ·- residential and school apartheid, the · pass 
laws, forced removals, iemaln. (True, · repeal of· the Mixed Marriages and Im
morality Act ls being considered ~ ) All the .violations to the rule .of law will 
also remain. -
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. So when you ask me what the prospects are for the future, and for the Jewish 
community - they. are bound up. together. 

Presently~ unlike the U.S., South Africa ls In the throes of~ recession 
caused by .the drop in the price of gold, the decline in the value of the Rand, 
and a de~astating two-year ·drought. I believe we will recover for the country 
has resources, expertise and resilience. It also has a remarkable history of 
windfalls. But Government spending has to to be .curbed and there are two areas 
in part icul'ar where this should be done - expenditure in connection with 
apart he id and the vast bureaucracy it spawns, and defence e_xpenditure in the 
on-going seemi'ngly bogged-down war in Namibia/Angola .. The H.P.A.A. can't combat 
Unita without the Cubans. South Africa won't withdraw until the CuQans leave, 
and is extremely reluctant to quit Namlbia and leav~ it t~ a SWAPO:.Government. 
Thus theri is an impasse and a very expensive one - it costs S.A.R 2,000 milli~n 
p.a. 

Perhaps at th is juncture I should comply with Dr. Tanenbaum' s suggest ion 
that I say something about South .Afr lea and its rel at ion ship to the Black 
nations ' in Southern Africa. 

·!-
:: . 

You will have read probably about the Nkomati Accord which, was in effect, a 
n6n-aggressioh treaty signed by Botha and Machel on behalf of South Africa and 
Mozambique . Mozambique undertook to refuse the use of its terrioty as a launch 
pad for A.N.C. guerillas to attack South Africa. South Africa undertook to 
restore economic . ties wt th Mozambique and to help stabilize that sorely .. tded 
are~. r · vlsited Mozambique in August~ It is In a dismal state, drought ravaged 
as ls most of South~rn Africa, pestered by the· M.N.R. which continues to operate 
despite South Africa's promise to help immobilize it . The M.N.R. has disrupted 
railway traffic th~oughout the area and· to Zimbabwe, Zam~ia a~d Malawi. It 
constantly cuts the powerline from Cabora Bassa. Food ls rationed - t~ere's 
nothing to buy in the markets or shops. There are queues everywhere. The 
railways and harbour ~t ~aputo are not yet functioning properly ·- South Africa's 
use of labour from Mozambique ls down to just over one third of what it used to 
be. Tourism, anot~er major earner of foreLgn exchange, ls nil. 

The only cheering featl.l're was that Mozambique is a truly non-racial society. 

It has a long way to go· before it becomes economically viable. Z.lmbabwe has 
so fa,r . proved a disappointment. Mugabe is about to'turn the country into a 

· one-party state; . the vicious act ion against Nkomo in Matabeleland has brought 
much international disapproval. The economy is much better than that of 
Mozambique and has been helped this year by bumper corps of. tobacco and rice. 

Zambia, which I also visited recently, has an economy dependant on a single 
export product - ·copper ,... and the price of copper is down and the rail link to 
Loblto in Ang6la out of action because of Unita. Copper goes out via the long 
railway to Dar. Kaunda, with whom a colleague and I had a 2 1/2 hour session, 
ls ·very much · in command. 

All three BSL countries are closely bound to South Africa - they are part of 
a Customs Union and Rand monetary system. 

. . 
· - -·•;• • ' .•' - ·•• . ,. .-, • ._: • · - · - . ·--· ·:...,.~-··----• ......... ~"";~-·"•--;- ....... -·· · - ··;-·-·· '. T -.. • ·- · ·-·- • • • ~..--•.• 



.. ·. 
-6-

They depend on South Africa for markets- and the sale of labour. They are 
· being pressured to sign Nkomati type treaties of non-aggression. 

All the Black States in Africa cordially dislike South Afrtca. All would 
like to lessen their economic dependence on South Africa. All, however,(+ 50 of 
them anyway) trade with South Africa. -

And all are .well-aware of South Africa's ~llltary might which is more than 
capable of dealing with any aggression from all of them combined ~ At most they 
can provide bases for training and places of refuge for the A.N.C., while the 

· neighbouring territories (other than the "ind~pendent" homelands) are poss lb le 
launch pads for guerrilla raids. South Africa, however, has already demon
strated (in Lesotho and Maputo) that she will not hesltat~ to cross th~ borders 
in· hot pursuit, and to destabilise countries that assist the A.N.C. 

The future of Je.ws ln South Afr lea ts, of course, no different from the 
futµre of everybody else in South Africa • . The~e ·.is no black revol~tion around 
the corner. There is certainly going to be an escalation of urban violence 
unless really fundamental changes are introduced. 

I have to say that I do not foresee such fundamental changes as inminent. It 
is going to take years to get back to square ~ne, i.e . a South Africa minus laws · 
that infringe human rights. And even then it will ta~e many more years to 
implement real equality of opportunity for all races. Pressures for ~hange will 
roll on - international pressures - some effective,- some counter productive. 

The sports boycott has been effective, but has brought no regards -- the 
ante has been uppe~. Sport ts irtegr~ted today though training facilities are 
grossly unequal. Where integrated sport was originally the demand, now the cry 
ls "There can be no normal sport in an abnormal society." 

The U.N. mandatory arms embargo and the oll embargo have not been effective. 
South Africa today has a very efficient arms tndustry and obtains her oil from 
three oil-from-coal Industries and from those who are prepared to sell at a 
price. 

I am well aware of the vigorous campaign being waged ln city governments, 
State Houses, on campuses and in Congress. I · know that several cities, in- . 
clud lng New York City, have wi thdra·wn their p1ension funds from companies doing 
business in South Africa. · I know that the Solarz, Bennan and Gray .bills will 
resurfac~. I understand the motivatfon but I do not believe that divestment 
will affect reform though it may very well make the divesters feel ·they have won 
a mor,1 victory : or inflicted punishment (on both those who deserve it and 
those who do not.) I know that the term "constructive engagement" has acquired 
an unpopular polltlcal .flavor. As for disinvestment, I am of the opinion that 
lt is better for the U.S. to stay 1n South Afr lea and ·to try to exert influence 
than to leave and have no further influence. I certainly believe that. the .u.s • . 
as the most . powerful country ln the Western world with a declared policy on 
human rights has a decided responsibillty to speak up on all the thoroughly 
offensive goings-on ln South Africa. And if some of the rhetoric ls ~omewhat 
shrill in this p~e-election time in the U.S., no matter: there are occaslons in 
politics when expediency coincides with a just cause • 

. . 
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In the long run, it wll 1 be the Blac.ks themselves inside South Africa who 
will be the instrument for change. Power takes many forms, and in South Africa 
today BlacRs are slowly but surely ·accumulating economic power as they urbanise, 
d·espi te the pass laws, ar.d as they are drawn into the national economy not only 
in every-lncreaslng numbers but at rls~ng levels of skills. Economic muscle can 
be used as shown in all ir.dustriai ized· countr les· to redress imbalances ln 
wealth, privilege and . power. I don't think the West can or should prescribe 
final solutions for Sout~ Africa.: - they should rdther a~ a British Ambassador to 
t-he United Nations once· said "apply such leverage as they have in trying t·o 
attain specific and achi"evable ends." ·To put . it ln Talmudic language '~It ls not 
incumbent upon thee to complete the task hut n~lther. art thou free to desist 
from it altogether." 

Instead of drawing up 'hit-lists' of possible reprisals against South 
Afr~ca, c6ncerned for~igners could be more . usefully eogag~d in helping to make 
positive and constructive proposals to solve a problem of great c<;>rnplexlty. How, · 
in fact, doe.s one bring · about 'ful.l pol'itical participation for all' . in a 

_country with South Afr lea.' s . racial composition_ without all political power 
passing to the overwhelming black majority? How can the rights of minor.it"ies be 
best protected? · And · more _ par.t:tc~larly in a society of widely disparat:e ethnic 
and cultural backgrounds and with no long-estaolished consensus as to how the 
society should be run? These are not simple qµestions to be solved by even 
simpler solutions encompassed in slogans. They are desperately difficult 
questions with which all the main political parties in South Africa are wres
t.ling · at th1$ very .moment. No one ls frying to shirk them. We all know they 
must be faced · and answered~ and answered in accordance with the conscience of 
mankind. · 

M098/smm 
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WHEREAS, House Btll 2001 has been introduced 1nto the Oregon House of 
Representathes, ;ntroduc1ng disinvestment and d1vest1ture proceedings aga.tn5t 
South Africa; and . · 

WHEREAS, the eoard ·of Directors of the Portland Chapter of the · ~er1can Jewish 
Conm1ttee hes 1nd1cated 1ts des1re to support HB 2001; and . 

. 
WHE~EAS, the position of the Amer1can Jewish Comm1ttee, as stat~ at the 
National Executive Council meet1ng in Chicago, November, 1984,--dees not 
include consideration of such econanic sanct1ons; and - ··· 

WHEREAS, the Portland Chapter, desiring a change 1~ AJC po11cy to allow the 
Chapter to support H8 2001, has requested a review of national pol1cy on this 
1ssue by the International Affairs Conmtss1on and other appropriate national AJC 
bod1es. OF 1H£ ssvG 1/leJ.vP.111~ 

· · /h-~ frS~S · p1t1£•"-Tf/~~ A~.!:.,. 

~ 
PJ'SINV~$1,.-14 

Se 1t here resolve t the Western Regional Advisory Board of th American 
Jew1sh Convn1ttea e e the Portland Chapter's reque5t for review of AJC . 
national po11cy onA.811e1R ·• t J -1,1111•~•• iA South Africa he Board 
further recannends· that AJC Chapters 1n th·e Western Ragion suppo·riAthe Portland 
Chapter's request. · · 

'· ' 



,; •' -. ~..;. THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

FROM:. LOTTE · ZAJ(\C DATE: ~h~ 
TO: ,,?'?. ;r ,.· 

: . RETURN 

__ AS REQUESTED - LET I s DISCUSS 

~MARKS.; . -

' . ... 



I . 

.. ~ 
·--·--- .. . -

Grq.up h1ts$IOM 
a Ciay Israeli aid 

By J. ZAMGBA BROWNE 
Amsterdam News Staff ('+) 

While hunger and homelessness 
plague the Harlems of America, the 
State of Israel continues to receive over 
$10 milHon a day in U.S. aid, a promi· 
nent Black organization declared he~ 
Tuesday. 

The N"&tional Conference ·of Black 
Lawyers (NCBL) also linked the Middle 
East crisis to deteriorating living stand· 
ards for millions of Afro-Americans. 

Dr. Gerald C. Horne, NCBL chief 
spokesman said current U.S. aid to Js· 
rael is targeted to feed an "mstiable war 
machine and has fueled the highest iilfla· 
tion in th~ wo~Jd ... a whopping 400 per· 

-cent." · 
He saJd the NCBL ·has called for an 

immediate and total withdrawal of Is· 
rael lrom all occupied territories, includ· 
i111g the West Bank, Gaza, Golan 
Heights ·and Southern Lebanon. 

NCBL, an activist group of judges, 
lawyers, legal personnel and law stu· 
denta, recently sent a h,igh level delega· 
tion headed by Dr. Home to Israel, the 
West nank and Ga:,r. to assess the situa· 
tion in the region. · 
• In ·addition .to briefing Black . and 

Arab-American members of Congress 
about the trip, Dr. Horne said the 
delegation will produce a book focusing 
on deprivation of human rights of Pales· 
tinians in the occupied territories. 

Dr. Home told the Amsterdam News . 
he cannot understand how the U.S. 
Staoo Department oould grant human 
rights certificate to Tel Aviv-a condi· 
tion precendent for aid when his delega· 
tion witnessed massive violations of 
human rights standards. 

"Thousands of books are banned from· 
the occupied territori<es. Newspapers are. 
censored almost daily. Right to counsel 
has been eviscerated. Torture is com· 
monplace, and confJscatfon of Arab 
lands is frequent," Dr. Horne noted .. 

He added that there are over one mil· 
lion Palestinians on the West Bank and 
Gaza while illegal Israeli settlem,inta · 
have mushroomed the. Jewish pqpula- · 
tion to some 30,000. . 

After meeting with Jewish and Arab 
lawyers, journaJieta, mayors, activiatll
aJI of whom were united in opposition to 
Israeli occupation, Dr. Home said his 
delegation discovered the following: 

That the airlifting _of Ethloplf!n Jews 
' ' (<A,lnf.\oued QDcfqe 38.L · 

,41· /· 

Group hits $1 OM aid 
(Continued from Page 4) 
to Israel may not have been motivated 
by humanitarian <:onsjderation as it flJ'St 
appeared~ be. "lsrael wants to resettle 

l 
more Jews in the West Band and Gaza, 
while chasing-awey Palestinians,' ' he ex· 

. plained. 

I Until recently, Dr. Horne said many 
leading rabbis questioned the "Jewish· 
ness" of the Ethiopians and many still 

·to today, that is why he said a number of 
.them ha_ve been forced to undergo "con· 
V~1'8ion" procedures. 

Dr. Horne.also noted that some Ethio
pian Jews had been resettled in the oc· 

. cupied territories with $2.5 million in 
U.S. aid and he termed this "a p·apuble 
violation" of U.S. law which forbids use 
of funds for such_ purpose. 

\ 

The NCBL director also underscored 
the growing military and nuclear 
re!ationshJp between Israel an~ racist 
South Africa, which he said has been 

• ' • • ' # t. • , . ' ~·. • ~ . 

. condemed repeatedly by SW APO, the 
African National Congress of South 
Africa and the Frontline States (Zim· 
babwe, Mozambique, ~anzania). 
. Dr. Horne also underscored the fur· 
ther development of NCBL's relations 
with the increasingly important Arab-A· 
merican community, which he termed as 

· a "useful com~ement to our long· stand· 
ing ties with the Jewish c;ommuoity in 
this country." · 

Meanwhile, the New York ba.sed 
American Jewish Congress h~ 'termed 
an account of the Mi.ddle Eost crisis by 
the NCBL as "a nasty com119und of ls
norance and malevolence." · 

· Giving the past record of the National 
Conference of Black Lawyers on the 
Middle East, Henry Siegman, executive 
director of the American Jewish Con· 
gresa declared that what Ja reported was 
entireb' predictable. 

\ 

-----'---------- .. ~ 
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Introduction 

The debate in the United States over the So 4th Afr lean government's 

apartheid policy has emerged with renewed vigor in recent months as the polit·~

cal situation affecting Blacks in South Africa continued to deteriorate. 

Members of Congress and representatives of religious, Black and non-sect~rian 

organizations have demonstrated at South Africa's Embassy in Washington and at 

1 ts consulates in several U.S. cl ties. Jewish organizations, lnchj(jing the 

American Jewish Committee, have part1cipated in these protests against apartheid 

as well. 

In Chicago last November, the AJC's National Executive Council adopted a 

statement reaffirming the agency's "abhorrence of apartheid, South Africa's . . 

syst_em of legally entrenched racial discrimination," and calling "for its speedy 

elimination." (See Appendix I for full text of .statement.) Guided by the 

American traditions of democracy and pluralism and by Jewish values and teach- · 

Ing, the AJC's primary efforts s~nce its founding in 1906 have been devoted to 

combatting violations of hLD11an rights wherever they occur. 

The revived anti-South African protest ~ctivities in this country have 

coincided ·with the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu and 

with an increase in opposition activities within South Africa itself ~ For many 

years, a number of South African Jews, . notably Parlic'.lnent Member Helen Suzman, 
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have been in the forefront of the efforts to eliminate apartheid, to give Black 

South African citizens their full human rights, and to democratize the entire 

country . 

The subject of Israeli-South African relations often arises in discussion~ 

about South Africa. This is largely ~he result of inaccurate and misleading 

information on the subject disseminated by Israel's adversaries from the Third 

World and Communist bloc. These states, hostile to Israel, have sought to 

delegltimize the Jewish State by falsely labelling. it "racist."-. . Alleging t'ies 

with South Africa serves their propagand~stic purpose of "proving" that "Zionism 

ls racism." As former U.S. Ambassador to the U. N. Andrew Young no~ed in 1979, 

"It ls unfair to link Israel to South Africa. If there is a lfnk, you must 

compare Britain, Germany, Japan and the United States. All of them have links 

with South Africa. Israel becomes a too e~sy scapegoat for other· problems we 

have. 111 

Twenty-four countries have full diplomatic relations with South Africa . 

Some of· these are among South Africa's main trading partners, and a ni.imber of 

them have military ties as well. A large number of countries that do not have 

formal diplomatic ties with South Africa, not.ably Black African and Arab states, 
...... A+ I ee. " r-- 'f 

also enjoy economic and commercial relationships with ~;--·-~e 41' African 

states trade with South Africa . The Black African state of. Malawi, which does 

no~ even border on South Africa, has full diplomatic relations with the white 

minority government in Pretoria. Some of these ties have recently become more 

overt . For example, Swaziland and South Africa agreed last December to exchange 

trade representatives, and Mozambique an~ South Africa opened trade offices in 
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their· respective capitals after signing a non-aggression pact in March 198'4. At 

the time, Hozambiq~e noted that by entering into thls security and economic 

relationship, it was in no way condoning the South African government's policy 

of ·apartheid .2 

Israel does not condone apartheid, and the other· countries relating to 

South Africa have often stated their opposition to its racist policies as well. 

Yet, of all these countries that constitute most of the UN member.ship,. Israel 

alone ls routinely and systematical~y singled out for condem~ation in inter-

national forums. The standard used against Israel should be applied to all 

countries, or dropped. 

In order to bring clarity to the debate on Israel-South Africa ties, the 

relationship must be placed in the· proper perspective. This paper will do so by 

examining the economic and military relations South Africa has with all coun-

trie~. Such an examination, based on open sources and published statistics, 

clearly shows that Israel's trade with South Africa is minimal. Indeed, it is 
e 

considerably less than o~percent of South Africa's global trade. In addition, 

Israel has repeatedly stat~d that . military ties ceased after the ·uN Security 

Council imposed an embargo on arms sales to ·South Africa in 1977. The persis

tent efforts by o~ponents of South Africa to single out Israel, therefore, 

suggest that their aim is not limited to Israel-South Africa relations, but is 

part of the broader campaign to isolate and delegitimlze the State of Israel. 
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Israel's Opp9sition to Apartheid 

Isra'el' s historically consistent and firm opposition to the apartheid 

policies of South Africa is rooted in the moral 'princi'ples of Judaism and the 

history of the Jewish people. Israel has been a leading advocate of the African 

f lght against ·the apartheid system in the United Nations . The Israeli delega

tion has consistently ca.st its vote against the interests of South Africa. In 

1961 the delegation voted to prevent the South African Fo~eign Minister, Eric 

Louw, fr.om presenting South Africa's case for apartheid at the. General Assembly. 

In 1966, the delegation supported a U.N. resolution revoking ,South Africa's 

mandate over NaJT1ibia (South West Africa). . In 1977, Israel supported a U.N. arms 

embargo to the apartheid regime. (See Appendix II for Israeli statements 

opposing racism and apartheid.) 

The founding father of modern Ztonism, Theodor .Herzl, wrote more tharr 80 

years ago that after liberating the Jews, he would strive to help end the 

oppression · of Bla~ks in Africa. Carrying out Herzl's promise to assist the 

Blacks of Africa, Israel bega~ a large and varied development assistance program 

in 1957. By 1966, Israel had established diplomatic relations with all sub

Saharan countries, except for Mauritania . and Somalia, two members of the Arab 

League. Diplomatic relations with South Africa ·were maintained at a low level. 

During the period 19~7-1973, 31 African countries received econom~c assistance 

fro~ Israel, and 20 of these sig~ed cooperation agreements.3 More than 6,700 

African students came to Israel for training in agrlcul ture, medicine and other 

developmental fields.4 Several thousand Israelis served in Africa.5 
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q 
- Although Afr lean-Israeli relations cooled in tile early 1~70s, especially 

under pressure of Arab oil exporting countries, which led all African countries 

-·except Lesotho, Malawi an·d Swaziland to break diplomat~c ties with Israel, . 

economic and commerc lal ties have continued. Zaire restored full diplom·atic 

.ties with Israel ln 1982, and Liberia followed suit in 1983. Despite the 

absence of full d~plomatic ties with the other countries, Israel has maintained 

economic and commercial ties with some 22 Black Af_rican countries. Israel has 

'interests sections' in friendly embassies in the capitals of a number of these 

countr·ies. While these African countries routinely join in the condemnation of 

Israel-South African ties, they not only trade with Pretorid, but also have 

quietly ca~ried on relations with Israel. 

Israeli-South African diplomatic relations, meanwhile, were not elevated to 

the level ·of embassy until 1976. Israel's continued involvement with Black 

African nations,. nevertheless., continues to outweigh its relations with South 

Africa. 

South Africa's Economic Relations 

Statistical information compiled annually -by the International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) demonstrate tha~ the volume of Israel-South Afilcan trade is 

negligible when compared to the enormous levels of trdde South Africa conducts 

with the_ industrialized nations in the West, the communist nations in -the East, 

Black African states and the oil-rich Arab nations. (See Tables 1 and 11.) Since 

tne IMF relies on individual governments to supply this information, the figures 

may not reflect the total: volume of trade. For political and security reasons, 
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neither South Africa nor individual Arab oil exporting countries provide infor

mation on th~ir trade. Black Africa is listed as one bloc. In such cases, we 

have derived information from other open sources. · 

South Africa's biggest trading .partners, · according to IMF figu~es, are the 

Wes·tern industrialized states. Among these states, the United States figures 

the most prominently. South African expor.ts to the U.S. grew from $589 million 

in 1975 to $2 . 1 billion in 1980, but declined to $1.S billion in 1983. South 

Africa im.ported $1 .3 billion worth of American goods in 1975, $2.5 billion in 

1980, and $2.2 billion in 1983. 

Western Europe and Japan are not far behind the U.S. in theiF volume of 

trade with South Africa. South Africa imported $1.4 million wor~h of goods from 

England in 1975, $2.2 billion in 1980, and $1.6 billion in 1983. South Afr,ican 

exports to England have totalled. $1.2 billion in 1975, $1.7 billion in 1980, and 

$1.2 billion in. 1983. West Germany. and France have also been leading tradjng 

partners with South Africa. South African exports to Japan increased from $664 

million in 1975, to $1.5 billion · in 1980, and nearly $1.4 billion in 1983. 

Japanese exports rose from $840 million in 1975, to $1.6 billion in 1980 and 

$1 .7 billion in 1983. 

Officially reported Soviet bloc. trade with South Africa shows South Africa 

exporting $10 million worth of goods to the communist countries in 1975, $22 

million in 1980, and $24 million in 1983. Soviet bloc exports to South Africa 

grew from $10 million in 1975, to $38 million in 1980, and $60 million in 1982. 

They fell back to $22 million in 1983. 
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At le~st 44 African states tr.ade with South Africa.6 As a bloc, these 

countries have traditionall:y been South Africa's fifth or sixth largest trading · 

partner . Trade with Black Africa represented 4$ of South Africa's exports and 

3% of its import~ in 1981 alone. Kenneth Adelman, Oir.ector of the U.S. Arms 

Control and Disarmament Agency, asserts that this trade is "growing by leaps 

and bounds." South Africa's exports across its northern borders in"cr~ase_d by 60\ 

between 1980 .and 1981. Moreover, severai hundred thousand Blacks from five 

neighboring. states are employed in South Afr lean industry. ·. South African 

exp9rts to ~lack Africa grew from $573 million in 1975 to $1.4 billion in 1980, 

but declined to $769 million in 1983. South Africa imported $344 million worth 

of goods fr.om Black Africa in 1975, $371 million in 1980, -and $288 million in 

1983 • 

.' Other forms of economic relations between Black African states and South 

Afr lc·a have not waned in recent years, but grown. One recent example of this 

trend is the non-aggression pact between Mozambique and South Africa, created, 

admittedly, because of South Africa's overwhelming economic and military power. 

The pact encourages an increase in South African tourism to Mozambique, an 

increase in the number of Mozambicans employed by South Africa, and an increase 

in South African aid to Mozambique and use of the port at Maputo. This pact and 

the overall extensive ties Black Africa has with South Africa give credence to 

what Amer lean clv il rights leader Bayard Rustin once described as "the double 

standard "cmd hypocrisy that excuses or ignores Black Africa's trade with South 

Africa, while blaming Israel for far less volume of trade with South Africa."7 
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While the IMF figures do not provide a coun~ry-by-country breakdown of 

South Africa's trade with oil exporting countries, recent reports have shown 

that .Arab oil countries . ~igure prominently in South Africa's foreign trade 

picture. According to data compiled by Shipping Re~~arch Bureau, an anti-apart

heid research organization based in Amsterdam, and Lloyd's Voyage Records, at 

least 76% of South Africa's imported oil comes from Saudi Arabia, the Vnited 

Arab Emirates· and Oman. These shipments have a market value of around $1 . 1 

bill.ion annually . The exact trade f.igures had, until re9ently, been suppressed 

in accordance with South African laws and by the deliberate forging of log books 

by the suppliers.a 

Oil is a vital strategic c011111odity supporting the South African economy and 

armed forces. The Arab argument that they have no control over where the oil 

companies ship .the oil has been proven false by the historical record. In 1973, 

Arab oil exporting countries successfully pressured Exxon to cut de~iveries to 

U.S. armed forces and Aramco· to supply oil to the Arab war effort. Moreover, 

the Arab states have over · the years tried to use oil as a weapon to influence 

the political policies of other countries in the Arab-Israel conflict, as 

witnessed by the oil embargoes in 1967 and 1973. If the Arab oil producing 

countries were sincere in their oppo~itlon to apartheid, they would be expected 

to impose an oil embargo on South Africa • 

. Israel's trade with South Africa pales when ·compared to the trading records 

of other countries. Israel-South Africa trade has little bearing on South 

Africa's .economic health. South African exports to Israel rose from $22 million 

in 197~, .to. $95 million in - 1980, and $142 mil.lion in 1983. South Africa 
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imported $26 million worth of Israeli goods in 1975, $61 million in 1980, and 

$69 million in 1983. With few exception~, Israel has had an annual trade 

imbalance with South Africa. In fact, recen~ statistics reveal that Israel 

accounts for only 0.41 of South Africa's imports and 0.71 ·of its exports. Those 

governments and individuals th·at exclusively focus on !Srael-South Africa trade, 

.without truthfully acknowledging the amounts of Western, Soviet bloc, Black 

African and Arab trade with the apartheid regime ·not only distor~ the facts, but 

are attempting to manipulate opponents of apartheid for unrelated political 

purposes. 

Foreign Military Relations 

Israel · supported the 1977 UN Security Council decision to impose an arms 

embargo on South Africa, and Israeli officials have repeatedly reaffirmed that 

position. (See Appendix II for s~a~ement.) Israel, nevertheless, has been 

routinely castigated in international foruns for its alleged military ties to 

Sou.th Afr lea. Even if some ties exist, a recent study by the Congressional 

Research Service has noted that any continued Israeli arms denveries to South 

Africa are much smaller than those of France and ltaly.9 Naomi Chazan, an 

Israeli scholar specializing in African affairs who is critlcal ·of Israel-South 

Africa relations, has noted that the degree of Israel-South Africa military ties 

in no way equals that of major arms exporting nations in the West nor does it 

compete with Eastern . European and Arab arms sales to South Africa.10 ·Israel's 

.;" arms transfers to South Africa before 1977, such as the sale of ~~eshef class 

missile boats equipped with Gabriel surf ace-to-surf ace missiles, were aimed at 

helping Soutn Africa protect shipping lanes that are vital to western interests. 
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Geasures aga.in'st it Black population . Because of the arms embargo, South Africa 

has developed a sizable domestic arms industry. South Africa, in f ~ct, has 

become a net arms exporter, self-sufficient in the production of small arms and 

other equipment needed for counter-insurgency operations.11 

France, according to pu!>lished repor~s, is South Africa's main arms 

supplier. In 1980 France sold 360 air-to-surface missiles to South Africa. The 

South Africans had a French license to produce 100 Landmobile surface-to-air 

missiles between 1980 an9 1983 .1 2 · Between 1965 and 1974 a total ·of S358 million 

worth of armaments were shipped to South Africa, 5213 million from France.13 

Moreover, in the early 1980!s France was building a $1.2 billion nuclear power 

station 17 miles north of Capetown.14 

The United States has also sold military-related items to South Africa. The 

American Friends Service Committee issued a report based on non-classified, 

State Department docLB11ents that claimed that during the· first term of the Reagan 

Adm~nistration., the U.S. issued 29 .export licenses worth $28.3 million to South 

Africa for goods anQ high technology equipment, all of which can be used for 

military pu.rposes. 15 The report . claims that these sales were in clear violation 

of the U.N. embargo on the· sale of military equipment to South Africa. 

Although much has been written on the subject of alleged Israel-South 

African cooperation in the nuclear field, it amounts to pure speculation and 

conjecture. No conclusive evidence to substantiate these assertions has been 

published. The UN Secretary General caut i oned in a 1980 report that "Until 

specific examples of .actual nuclear exchanges or transactions can be cited as 

. I 
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clear evidence of such cooperation, this whole question remains in a state of 

uncertainty ••• and speculation . n16 Why does the speculation on alleged Israeli

South African mil! tary ties continue endlessly, while known military arrang·e

ments between South Africa and West European states ar~ ignored? The motivation 

ls purely political -- to harm Israel's ~mage through constant · repetition of 

alleged Israeli misdeeds. Such repetition, however, does not by itself sub

stantiate the allegations. 

·Conclusions 

South Africa's economic viability depends greatly on its extensive foreign 

trade . The strength o"f South .Africa's armed forc~s is dependent upon foreign . 

military suppliers as well as oil. In both the economic and security fields 

Israel's ln.teraction with South Afr lea ls neglig ib'le when compared to South 

Africa's relati ons with other countries. If Israel were to break all ties with 

Pretoria, the impact on South Africa's economy and military would be hardly 

measurable. 

The routine condemnation of Israel-South African ties by many states and 

individuals, who have chosen to manipulate th~ anti-apartheid cause for the 

sole purpose of delegitimizing the State of Israel, harms honest efforts to 

combat apartheid. Those who raise this false issue effectively reduce the 

anti-apartheid constituency in the United S~ates and around the world. South 

Africa~ Blacks , the victims of . apartheid, deserve better. 
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TABLE I 

South African Exports 

(In Millions of U.S. Dollars) 

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 . 1983 1984* 

United States 589.7 526.8 910.7 1,558.4 " 1,679.2 2,125 .6 1,453.0 1,220.0 1,551.0 391.0 

United Klngd_om 1,255.0 1,146.6 l,512.3 1,400 .5 1,146.5 1, 779 .2 l,3135 . 1, 300 .o 1,219.0 189.0" 

West Germany . 601.8 543.8 594.5 ~ 767.4 1,084.5 1,028.7 962.-4 785.0 703.0 19U.O 
;' 

France 155.6 170.6 245 .5 317 .9 417.5 523.5 638.) 415.0 353.(J 110.U 
' ' 

Japan 664.8 592.0 737.0 875.9 1,129.3 · 1,551.4 . 1,574.5' 1,533 . 0 1~390.0 348.0 

Soviet Bloc 10.2 9.3 12 .1 :1-~' ~ 7.9 25.5 • 22.7 22.4 
' 

15.0 24.0 1.0 

Africa** 573.1 521.1 599.0 614. 7 
) 

878.6 1,4l2 .4 1,294.5 834.0 769.0 152.0 
' 

011 Exporting 
Countries** 27.8 68.7 ·24.0 ', 9.6 ,.... 18 . 1' 34.2 58.2 68.0 37.0 4.0 

<·~ '. 

Israel 22.8 35.9 34.1 66.8 116.5 J 95. 1 70.8 140.0 142 .O" 30.0 7' 

.2".s .. Q'! I ~ ,._ * . l./Q. (" 4!", t. S"'f. l C'o • '1 /fl . I JI ':f. I /c".:.. :2 /6l.8 
" 

> 

\·s: ~\. . 
* First Quarter of 1984 

** All IMF estimates are based on data reported to the specific country. If the data cannot be derived by that 
country, it is often estimated by that country's trading partners. In these particular sets of data, specific 
African, oil expo~tlng and Middle East countries have not been identified. One could speculate that South Africa, 
black African states and Arab states did not disclose the.se figures for political reasons. . 
Jlf->t. T~lil:JC, B~11 tes 7 .s-.. !,...,;~feJ.. !i:I :IJ,.-r;~{ f« J-t,o;: . .1-N_f/ ~i ~fe., .-fYt . ..., Hie.. .JH"!' A-Mcr-t f.J..,,.,c.11 bec:G.~Jc u.f- ~- 1.fc--_.~ c.,.; ... ~,f" .. l 
,.,.,,~ .. Its. Sua./\ e{,./J'f"Tft::..iC.1e.J c 4.-. i, -It,""'-' ~ H.t.. .s+e../-\1 l"J .fu ..I'w~ A~1. G-. +.., .. .,~ ··•·111.. f-1.c <1 rk,,- c.fJ,_,-f..,..,c:Js~ · 
Sources: · Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary fund. Washington, D.C. Yearbook, 1982. 

Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary fund. Washington, D.C. October 19~ 

. . ~-:IJ_.<1', -4,,.~i. 
""''14. s.,.,14.. A-fYr,,.~ ;J .Jl·•'t . ,,,, '"", ,.. ..-~ ( .. J 



United States 

United Kingdom 

West Germany 

France 

Japan 

Soviet Bloc 

Africa** 

011 Exporting 
Countries** 

Israel . 

Ts'"~' ~ ~ .,,_ 

TABLE II 

Sou.th African Imports 

.(In Mllllons of U.S. Dollars) 

. 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 

1,340.8 1;459.7.. 1,124.5 1,137.0 1,477.9 2,526.7 2,952 .• 3 2,484.0 2,207.0 
'· 

1,493.9. 1,185.4 971.4 ~ 1,200.2 1,490.6 2,242.0 2,500.6 2,029.0 1,697.0 

1,409.2 1,217.5 1,073.1 ~ 1,466.2 1,554.9 2,384.4 2,707.0 2,503.0 2,003.0 

335.4 

840.3 

10.6 

344.3 

.4 

26.5 

3 '7. 2. 

294.7 

690.5 

13..4 

356.3 

.3 · 

19.5 
l 1. {' 

275.5 

719.6 

10.0 

330.5 

·17 .6 

2?, 9 

546.8 . 

947.2 

8.8 

281.8 

2-7. 7 

3 '1 . .) 

559.2 702 .8 . 1,046 .8 708.0 544.0 

952.1 1,669.J 2,266.8 1,711.0 1,765.0 

21 • 6 ~ 38 • 5 51. 2 60 . 0 . 22 . 0 

303.6 371.4 375.3 305.0 288 .0 

1.1 

34.4 

lttf. 'I 

LS 

61. 7 

~9.~ 

1.5 

76.5' 

~J.~ 

66.0 

°:/cf; 'I-
69.0 

* first Quarter of 1984 -~ 

1984* 

660.0 

445.0 

596.0 

159.\) 

514.0 

6.0 

80.0 

17.0 

** All IMF estimates are based on data reported to the specific country. If the data cannot be deri~ed by that 
country, it ls often estimated by that country's trading· partners. In these particular sets of data, specific 
African, oil exporting and Middle East countries have not been identified. One could speculate that South Africa, 
black African states and Arab states did not disclose these figures for political reasons. 

-fit~ 
-- /~ 
~ ~ r Sources: Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary fund. Washington, D.C. Yearbook, 1982. 
~~ Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary fund. Washl"gto~, D.C. October 1?84. 
~.,J.,.-c.~ 
~J 
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Appendix I 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

.STATEMENT ON SOUTH AFRICA 

The Amer lean Jewish Committee, this co·untry' s pioneer human relations 
organization, has been devoted since its founding to combattlng violations of 
hl.lllan rights wherever they occur. In this tradition, we reaffirm our abhorrence 
of apartheid, SOuth Africa's system of legally· entrenched racial discrimination, 
and we call for its speedy elimination. 

We applaud the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu, a 
courageous and eloquent leader of the anti-apartheid struggle. · The award 
symbolizes universal recognit°Ion of the justice of this cause. · 

Unhappily, . in South Africa, voices of protest against apartheid are often 
silenced harshly. Lack of due process and detention without trial are prominent 
features of life, with attendant abuse.of political power. 

Recently enacted constitutional reforms, belatedly offering partidl 
represent at ion to Indians and "coloreds," have left the systeni of racial 
segregation intact; unfortunately, they fail to enfranchise South Africa's 
o·verwhelming black mdjority. The policy of "resettling" blacks in poverty
stricken "homelands" has disrupted the lives of hundreds of thousands -- perhaps 
millions. The influx control laws and the Group Areds Act dggravate the 
suffering of the black population. 

The role that · those outside the country can pldy in combatting apartheid is 
limited. But they can help to enhance the prospects for peaceful change, which 
would benefit South Africans of all races and religions. 

·rhus, we endorse programs by private groups and government agencies, in the 
United States and abroad, for educating black and other non-white South Africans 
to assume a prominent role in the economic and public life of their country. · 
Education can be a powerful force for ·social change, a key element in disman
tling· apartheid. 

Furthermore, all Amer.ican companies operating in South Africa should be 
urged to apply fair emplo)'ment practices toward blacks. These include desegre
gating the workplace, permitting worker~ to j~in trade unions providing equal 
pay for comparable work, initiating j~b training programs, creating opportuni
ties for career advancement, and improving health, housing, and school facili
ties. Additionally, all European firms doing business in South Africa should be 
urged to adhere ·to the fair employment principles enunciated in the 1977 EEC 
Code of Conduct. Such practices by Western firms can contribute significant~y 
to the long-term goal of building a society based on equality and justice. 
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Finally, . we urge the United States Government, dnd all other Western 
governments, to work vigorously through appropriate bilateral dnd multilateral 
channels , for the democratization of South African society. 

Adopted by the National Executive Council 
Chicago, Illinois, November 2, 1984 

1029-South Africa Appendix I 
3/19/85:tp 



Appendix II 

OFFICIAL STATEMENTS BY THE STATE OF ISRAEL 
OPPOSING RACISM, APARTHEID AND ARMS SALES TO SOUTH AFRICA 

11 
• •• Obviously, we cannot be anything but crit"ical of a policy which, irrespec

tive of historical and sociological reasons, tends to c~use humiliation to 
others because of their race or color. In fact, we would be unfaithful. to our 
Hebrew heritage if we would not be critical of such a policy ••• we abhor any form 
of racial discrimination and ht111iliation, and I believe that the South African 
government and enlightened public opinion in South Africa respect the candor 
with which we express our opinion •.• 11 

---- Ambassador I.D. Unna, then Israel's Ambassador to 
South Africa, September 3, 1978. 

"Israel will comply with Security Council Resolution 418 (1977)1 and, accord
ingly, Israel will not provide South Africa with arms or transfer of. weapons and 
ammunition, military _vehicles and- equipment. 11 

Note verbcile from Israel to the UN· Security· Coun
cil, September 4, 1979. Israel ' ·s position of 
opposition to the provision of arms to South Africa 
has been repeatedly reaffirmed at the United 
Nations. 

" ••• it is no wonder that almost 80 years ago, Theodor Herzl, the founding father 
of modern Zionism, compared the oppression of Blacks in Africa to that ~hich the 
Jews themselves had suffered, and he v~wed that when he had witnessed the 
redemption <;>f his own people, Israel, he would work for freedom in Afr lea ••• " 

Ambassador Yehuda Blum, Israel's UN Representative , 
before the General Assembly, November 8, 1979. 

"As a mul tiraclal . people of all colors and backgrounds, we cannot be anything 
but critical of a policy which causes humiliation to others on account of their 
race o·r color; In fact, we would be unf al thful to our Jewish heritage if we 
were to leave the slightest doubt in anybody's mind that we abhor any form of 
racism, racial discrimination or humiliation." 

Ambassador Yehuda Blum, before the UN General 
Assembly on Policies of Apartheid of the Government 
of South Africa, November 12, .1980. 

1 The SeCurity Council voted unanimously on November 4, 1977 to impose a mandatory 
arms embargo against South Africa. 
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" ••• The State of Israel rose as a response to injust~ce and· sufferings. It . 
remains committed to social and racial equality. [The Israelis are] a people 
coming from the four corners of the earth. Hany of them are of different 
origlns and hues. All passfonately reject racism. As recently as last ·oecember 
an international ·congress against racism was held in Tel Av iv. Representatives 
of teacher unions from different· countries joined to ~tudy how to educate the 
young generation to tolerance and mutual understanding between · peoples and 
races, how to alert it to the dangers of racism. In this spirit a call to the 
teachers of the world has been issued." 

Ambassador of Israel before the UN Commission on 
Hllnan Rights, Geneva, February 16, 1981. 

"We have never missed an opportunity to publicly denounce apartheid and to 
associate ourselves with United Nations condemnations of apartheid. , I express 
once again our total opposition to apartheid and to racism in any form." 

Prime Minister Henachem Begin, interview with 
Afrlque a la Une, June 1982. 

" ••• nothing unites the. people of Africa and the people of Israel more than a 
hatred of racism • . Our people have suffered more than anyon~ else from racism, 
have fought and still fight, more than anyone else against this m~st horrible 
disease that still persists among mankind. 

"Israel and l ts Government have consistently condemned publicly the policy of 
Apartheid, and I take this opportunity to express once more our abhorrence of 
Apartheid and of any form of racism wherever it may occur." 

from remarks by President Chaim Herzog during the 
visit to Israel of Liberian President Or . Samuel 
K. Doe, August 23, 1983. 

"Israel is not a simple observer which merely sympathizes with the victims of 
racism and oppression. Our views have been shaped by bitter historical and 
emotional experience spanning centuries. Moreover, to no less an extent, .our 
abhorrence of racism is rooted in the social norms which comprise an integral 
part of Judaism• s teachings." 

"Israel's position concerning apartheid and other manifestations of racial 
discrimination ls clear: we oppose bigotry completely and unreservedly wherever 
and whenever it emerges. We have made this position known to the Government of 

· South Africa on numerous occasions. By this direct approach, rather than 
through acrimonious rhetoric, we believe that the cause of eliminating racial 
discrimination is better served." 

Ambassador Yehuda Blum, before the UN General As
sembly, November 17 , 1983. 
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"··.Israel categorically .condemns racisin in all its forms, including Apartheid. 
We are a people who have suffered more from racism, murderous racism, than any 
ot~er. This ls why the founder of modern Zionism, Theodor Herzl, wrote that 
after liberating the Jews from the evil of racism he would strive to liberate 
the oppressed blacks . And this ls why the state that was founded in his vision, 
Israel, has repeatedly expressed its revulsion of and opposition to Apartheid, 
both in world forums and directly to the Government of South Afrlca ..• d~rect 
communication ls the most effective means to bring about a change in South 
African racial policies." · 

Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's UN Repre
sentative, before the General Assembly, November 
21, 1984. 

(Prepared by the Israel and Middle East Affairs Pivision of the International 
Rel~tions Department). 

85-580- 4 
1079-Statement on Apartheid 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date April 15, 1985 

to Area Directors 

from Harold Applebaum 

subject Annual Meeting Debate on South Africa 

The attached memo by Allan Kagedan provides a useful frame
work for a consideration of policy options on South Africa. 

As noted in my memo of April 7, we are soliciting the re
commendations of chapter leadership for the May 1st .debate at the 
Annual Meeting. 

We hope you will find it possible to schedule a special 
Board or committee meeting during the coming week, keeping ·in mind 
th~ fact that we. need to receive your report on or before Monday, 
April 29th. 

Please solicit responses to the specific proposals listed in 
Allan's memo. Your report should advise us how many people parti
cipated in the discussion and should record the vote on each proposal . 
. Additional recommendations should also be included. (Should you 
conduct· a telephone round-up, that fact should .be noted) . 

Your cooperation in ensuring your Board's input i'n this im
portant policy debate will be greatly appreciated. 

All best regards. 

HA/pb 
Att. I cc : o •. Gordis 

M. Tanenbaum 
E. . DuBow 

85-300-49 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date April 3, 1985 

to Subcommittee on South Africa 

from Allan Kagedan 

subject Current Bi 11 s Before Congress 

Bills Before Congress 

There are twenty-three bills before the current session of Congres.s 
dealing with the Republic of South Africa (RSA). A brief sunrnary of 
each bill is attached. One may divide the bills. and .the actions they 
propose, into the following categories: 

A. ENHANCING HUMAN RIGHTS 

1) Legal enforcement of Sullivan Principles 

2) Condemnation of violence in RSA and request for Secretary 
of State investigation 

3) Condemna ti ~n of "home lands" po 1 icy 

B. RESTRICTING IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 

1) Ban· on import of RSA gold coins or Kruggerands 

~) Ban on import of ·coal and uranium 

3) Ban on export to RSA of nuclear technology and other goods 

4) · Ban on export of "militarily significant items" 

C. DISCOURAGING INVESTMENT 

1) A ban on investment ·or new investment by US persons in RSA 

2) A ban on US bank loans to RSA firms 

3} Prohibition of investment in RSA by "Certain Employee Funds" 

4) Proh_ibition of Commodity Credit Corpi;iration from investing 
funds in RSA 

5) Denial of Foreign Tax Credit for taxes owed to RSA 

.. 3~ 
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3 
0 , 
Al 
:J 
a. 
c 
3 



-r... .·· . 

Bi11s Before Congress {cont ' ) 
Memo April 3, 1985 

0. DIPLOMATIC ACTIONS 

1) Sever diplomatic relations with RSA within two years if 
apartheid is not abolished 

2) Close down RSA "honorary consulates" 

Explanatory Notes 

US Investment in South Africa 

As of December 1983. US direct investment in RSA was estimated at 
$2.2 billion. In addition, US financial institutions held $3 .6 
billion in outstanding loans to RSA borrowers; only $146 million 
of this is loaned directly to the RSA Government. US inv~stors 
also held $8 billion worth of shares in RSA .mines, and US firms 
employed 127,000 blacks. 

Kruggerands 

In 1984, $500 million worth of Kruggerands were sold in the United 
Stat.es. 

Nuclear Technology 

The-US Government states that it supplies only safety-related equip
ment for South Africa's nuclear program. 

Uranium and Coal 

Currently, the US imports 30% of its uranium from South Africa, and 
60% of our imported coal is from RSA. 

Honorary Consulates 

RSA has 11 honorary 11 consulates - small facilities run by · local residents ·
in eight American cities. 

AK:DG 
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The GA.merican Gjewish Committ~e 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street; New York, N.Y. 10022 • -.212/751-4000 • r.abte Wishcom, N.Y. 

· DATE : April 24, 1985 

TO: Steering Committee of the Commission on 
International Relations 

FROM: Leo Nevas, Chairman 

RE: 79TH ANNUAL MEETING~ May 1-5, 1985 

A number of sessions ·at this year's Annual Meeting will be of particul~r· 
interest to members of the Steer·ing Committee. I very much hope you will 
be able to. attend as many of these as possible. 

Wednesday, May 1 · 

10:00 a.m. - Noon 

4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m . 

6:00 p.m. - 7:45 p.m. 

Thursday, May 2 

7:30 a .m. - 9:00 a .m. 

. .. 

Steering .Corrmi"ttee of the Commission on 
Internati~nal Relations; Business Meeting 

Location: Louis XVI West Suite 
Fourth Floor 

' Plenary Session: AJC's Policy on South Africa 

Location: Hilton Room 
Lobby Level 

Committee on AJC Center for Pluralism in Israel 
(by invitation) 

Location: Vanderbilt Suite 
Fourth Floor 

Worlk ing Group on Western Europe 
{by i ~vitation) 

Location: Herbert Hoover 'Room 
Fourth Floor 

HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN. President • • DAVID M. GORDIS. Executive Vice-President 
THEODORE ELLENOFf. Chair. Board of Governors • : ALFRED H. MOSES. Chair. Narional ExeCU1ivt Council • ROBERTS. JACOBS. Chair. Board of Trustees • 
EDWARD E. ELSON. Treasurer • SHIRLEY M. SZABAD, Secretary a EMILYW. SUNSTEIN. Associate Treas.urer • RITA E. HAUSER. Chair, Executive Comminee • 
Honorary PresidenlS: MORRIS 8. ABRAM. ARTHUR J. GOlDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN. RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER. MAYNARD I. WISHNER 11 Honorary Vice-Pres1dems: NATHAN APPLEMAN. 
MARTIN GANG. RIJTH R. GOODARD, ANDREW GOODMAN. RAYMOND f. KRAVIS. JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD 11 MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chair. National Executive Council 11 

Executive Vice·Pfesidents Emeriti: JOHN SLAWSON, BF.RTRAM H. GOLD 11 Vice-Presiden1S: NORMAN E. ALEXANDER. Wes1Cllest.er: RICHARD J. FOX, Philadelphia: HOWARD A. GILBERT, Chicago: 
AlAN C. GREENBERG. New Yor1<: ROBERT H. HAINES. New York: CHARLOTTE G. HOLSTEIN. Syracuse: ROBERT L. PELZ, Westcllester: !DELLE RABIN. Dallas: GORDON S. ROSENBLUM. Denver: 
DAVID F. SQUIRE, Bosroo: RICHARD l. WEISS. Los Angeles D 



Thursday, May 2 (continued) 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

12:30 p:m. - 2:30 p.m. 

Friday, May 3 

7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 

10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

- 2 -

Plenary Session: 11West European Jewry Today" 

Speakers: Dr. Ady Steg, President 
Alliance Israelite Universelle 

Samuel Toledano, President 
Federation of Jewish Communities 
in Spain 

Tullia Zevi, President 

,. .. 

Union of Italian Jewish. Communities 

Location: Empire Room 
Lobby Level 

Plenary Luncheon: "East-West Relations 40 Years 
after World War II" 

Speak~r: Alois Mertes, State Minister, 
Forai gn Office, Federa·l Re pub 1 i c 
of Germany 

Location: Empire Room 
Lobby Level 

National Task Force on Soviet Jewry 

Loc.ation: Louis XVI West Suite 
Fourth Floor 

Program Forum: "Toward New Strategies: The U.S.S.R. 
and Soviet Jewry" 

Speakers: Wi 11 i am Hyland. Edi tor, 
F9reign Affairs 

Robie M. Palmer, Deputy . 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for European Affairs 

Location: Hilton Room 
Lobby Level 



.Friday, May 3 (continued) 

2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

Saturday, May 4 

10:00 a.m. - Noon 

Sunday, May 5 

8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. - Noon 

85-550-41 
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Workshop : The South African Issue in the 
Communities 

Location : Hilton Room 
Lobby Level 

Shabbat Service 

Speakers: Simha Berhani, Ethiopian 
Jew living in Isr~el 

Ambassador Eugene Douglas .• 
United States Coordinator 
for . Re~ugee Affairs 

Ralph Goldman, Executive 
Vice President Emeritus, 
American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee 

Location: Hilton Rpom 
Lobby Level 

Plenary Breakfast: "We .Are One or Are We? 11 

Issues in A~rican Jewish
Israel i Relations 

Speaker: Avraham Burg, Advisor on 
Diaspora Affairs to the 
Prime Minister of Israel 

Panelists: Participants in the Matthew & 
Edna Brown Young Israeli 

. Leadership Program 

·Location: Empire Room 
Lobby Level 

Plenary Session: "Israel's Position in the 
International Arena" 

Speaker: Hon. Benyamin Netanyahu, Israeli 
Ambassador to the United Nations 

Location: Hilton Room 
Lobby Level 
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26. must come from South Africans themselves. But in the face of a brazen 

27 . violation of fundamental human rights, inaction - passivity - is incon-

28 . ceivabl e. 

29. We must act to strengthen those forces in South Africa seeking nonviolent 

30. change, including trade unions, church groups, human rights and other · 

31. voluntary agencies ~ educational and professional associations and others; 

32. ·and also US companies that practice non-discrimination, provide training 

33. and .other benefits for Black workers, and work steadily, if privately, 

34. for the elimination of apartheid. 

35. We must send a clear and unequivocal message to the South Africari 

36. Government,· and therefore, we support: 

37. (a) Federal legislation that would ban US bank loans to enti ties owned 

38. and controlled by the South African Government, unless, and until 

39. · that Government abandons discriminatory practices; 

40 . (b) The restriction of exports earmarked for use by the South African 
and 

41. military/pol ice~ 

42. We endorse federal legislation that would require US companies 

43. operati.ng in South Africa with 10 or more employees to comply with the 

44. following principles within two years or face appropriate US Government 

·45. sanctions: 

46. (a) ··Non-segregation of the races in all eating, . comfort and work 

47.· facili.ti.es . 

48. (b.} Equal and fair employment practices for all employees. 

49. (c )_ Equa 1 pay for all employees doi.ng equal or comparable work. 

50. (d ) Ini.tiation and development of training programs that wil 1 prepare, 

51. in substantial numbers, Blacks and other non-whites for supervisory, 

52. administrative, clerical and t~chnical jobs . 
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53. (e) Increasing the number of Blacks and other non-whites 1n management· 

54. and supervisory positions. 

55. (f) Improving the quality of employees 1 1 iyes outs id~ the work environment· 

in such areas as housing. transportation, scho~ling, recreation and 
. ,' • . . 

57. health facilities. 

58. We endorse Congressional resolutions that condemn South Afrita's 

59. "homelands1
•
1 pol icy, and that cal 1 for a study by the Secretary of State 

60. of the recent violent::~ in that country. We also support investigation of .· 

61. this violence by South .A.frit:an human rights groups. 

62. Furthermore, we recommend the following new and continuing activities 

63. for AJC na.tionally ar,<.: at the chapter level, and for individual members: · 

64. (a} Encouraging IJS ~overnment officials and officials of Western govern-

65 . ments to exert strong diplomatic ·pressure. on the South African 

66. Government to end a~artheid; 

67. (b) · Speaki'ng out a£1ain~t apartheid in international fora; · 

68. (c') Working with South African organizations ded.icated to · the promotion . 
69. ·and protection of human rights and to free unjustly jailed, detained or . 

70. 11t;ianned 11 persons . 

71. (d) Giving financial su~port to educational, including vocational, programs 

72. to train Black South Africans to participate fully in the economic 

73. and public life of ·their country; 

74. (e) Encouraging LIS companies operating in South Africa to comply with the 

75. code of fair e;i1!)loyr.1ent praetices outlined above and to use their 

76 . jnfluence within the public and private sectors in ·tha.t country to 

77. secure basic human rights for Blacks; 

78. (f) Joini.ng in f)ei:l.cefu1 ryrot'est, study seminars and dialogues on apartheid 

79 . · and South Africa directed towards peaceful cha.nge. 
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80. The dynamic nature of the situation in South Africa will necessitate 

81. periodic review of the measures ·outlined here . . 

85-570-7 
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H. E~EHE DOUGLAS 

U.S. COORDINATOR FOR RE.FUGEE AFFAIRS 
AND 

AMBASSADOR AT LARGE 

President Redgan appointed H. Eugene Oou~las dS United St~tes 

Coordlndtor. for Refugee Affdirs dnd Am~·assddor at Ld~ge on. Mdrch 17, 
1982 . AmbdSSddor Oouglds joined the Depdrtment of Stdte in FebrUdry 

, 1981 under Secretdry Alexdndet M. Hdig, Jr., dS the Senior member of 

the Policy Pldnning Stdff. 

Prior to his dppointment, he fidS the Director of lnterndtiond!' 

Trdde· dnd Government Affdirs of the Memorex Corpordtion, d high 

technology informdtion 'stordge and . communicdtions compdny, head-

quartered in Santa Cldrd, Californi~. 

Ambassador Douglds brings dn dctive dnd varied bdckground of 

extensive interhdtional experlence ·to his current duties with the U.S. 

Government. As a recognized duthority on interndtiondl, pollticdl, 

econamlc, dnd technological ·matters, he is d frequent spedker before 

business, political, academic, dnd Goverrvnen~ audiences in the United 

States dnd dbroad. He· hds served on the Steering Committee of the 

Computer and Communications Industries· Association, the Boards of 

Di rectors with the Amer icdn Alpbach f OUf\ddt ion, the u. s~ -"1exico 

Chamber of Commerce, the Nationdl Advisory Committee of ·South~st Asia 

Hill Tribes Survive, Inc., the lnternationdl Res'earch and Exchanges 

Board, the Thdi Support Foundation, the lnternationdl Institute of 
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Humanitarian law, and on the Board of Governors of the Council for 

National Polley. He served as a Co~mlssloned Officer in the United 

States Navy during the Vietnam period of 1966-1971~ 

A native of Texas, Ambassador Douglas was born on OctQber S, 
. . 

1940, educated in the United State.s and abroad at · the Universities of 

Vienna, Austria, and Barcelona, Spain. He ~olds a B.A. Degree from he 

University o.f Texas and an M.A. and ~e.rtificate of the. European 

Insti"tute -from Columbia University in New York. 

Ambassador Douglas has traveled . widely in Europe, Asia, the 

Hl~dle East,and Latin America, and he ls fluent in French; Itallan, 

Spanish, German, and Thal . 

He, his wife, the former Elisabeth Maria Weikert, and son 

Christopher ltve in Fairfax CO!Jnty, Virginia. 

BS-964-13 

HOSS-Douglas Bio 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date April 3, 1985 

to Subcommittee on South Africa · 

from Afian Kagedan 

subject Current Bills Before Congres.s 

Bills Before Congress 

·. 

There are twenty-three bills before the current session of Congress 
dealing with the Republic of South Africa (RSA) • . A brief su~ry of 
each bill is attached! One may divide the bills·, and. the actions they 
propos.e, .i~to th.e fol lowing categories: · 

A. ENHANCING HUMAN .RIGHTS . . . 

1) Legal enforcement of Sullivan Princfples 

2) Condemnation of violence in RSA and request for Secretary 
of State investigation 

3) Condemnation of "homelands" policy 

B. RESTRICTING IMPORTS AND EXPORTS 
' 

1) . Ban on import of RSA .gold coins or ~ruggerands · 

2) Ban on import of coal and uratiium 

3} Ban on export to RSA of nuclear technology and other goods 

4} Ban on export of "militarily signific~nt items" 

C. · DISCOURAGING INVESTMENT 

l) A ban on investment or new .investment by US per~ons in RSA · 

2) A ban on US bank loans to RSA firms · 

3) Prohibition of investment in RSA by "Certain Employee Funds" 

4) Prohibition of Conunodity Credit Corporation . from investing 
funds in RSA 

5) Denial -of Foreign Tax Credit for taxes owed to RSA 

3 
fD 
3 
0 , 
DJ 
~ 
a. 
c 
3 



Bills Before Congress (cont') 
Memo April 3, 1985 

D. DIPLOMATIC ACTIONS 

1) Sever diplomatic relations with RSA within two years if· 
apartheid is not abolished 

2) Close ·down RSA "honorary consulates" 

Explanatory Notes 

US Investment in South Africa 

As of December 1983, US direct in.vestment in RSA was estimated at 
$2~ 2 billion. In addition, US financial institutions held $3 .6 
billion in outstanding loans to RSA borrowers; only $146 million 
of this· is loaned directly to the RSA Government. US investors 
also held $8 billion worth of shares in RSA min.es, and us firms 
employed 127,000 blacks. 

Kruggerands 

In 1984, $500 million worth of Kruggerands were sold in the United 
States. 

Nuclear Technology 

The US Government states that it supplies only safety-related equip
ment for South Africa's nuclear program. 

Uranium and Coal . 

Currently; "the US imports 30% of its uranium from South Africa, and 
60% of our imported coal is from RSA. 

Honorary Consulates 

RSA has "honorary" consulates - small facilities run by local residents - · 
in eight American cities , 

AK:OG 
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. AJC POLiq ON· SOUTH AFRICA 

PRESENTATION TO THE NJCRAC PLENUM, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 
. February 18 1 1985 

by David .A. Harris 
Deputy .Director 

International Relations Department 
American Jewish ~0mmittee 

. The ·Amer-lcan Jewish Committee last .issued a statement on. apartheid in South 
Africa in 19-77. Wh.y, then, did we· choose, in . 1984, . to review var.ious policy 
alternatives . and to issue a new statement on the subject .9f South Africa? · 

. . . • . . ~ . 
. . There are:, a· number of explana~ions. First, t .here has been a rapidly 

changing : s1tuation in South Africa. You will recall that in November 1983, a 
new .constlt.ution to partially enfranchise Coloreds and' Indians ·passed among 
white -.:oter.s QY a margin of nearly .2-1. Nearly a yea'('. later, in September 1984, 

. the: new structur~., in.clud ing a t ricameral legislature, "ent into effect. In 
res·ponse to t .his and other dev~lopments, Black townships erupted and well more 
than .100 p.eopl.e were kllle<;i, .there wer,e many arrests, and property damage was 
ex·tensiv.e.- .Tens -.of :thousands of school children began boycotting the school 
s -ystem .- This·. was -.f ·t;>llowed .later in the fall by the much-publicized al'rests of 
nine black. trade union and political leaders. Protests quickly grew in the 
Unl ted States··-. in front of the. South Af~ican Embassy ln Washington, the Mission 
In New York, ·and other points of South African diplomacy and c·ommerce in the 
Unlted States. To quote a producer of the ABC-TV program "Nightllne, 11 South 
Africa has .become ~n "ascending ~ssue" for the American news media • 
... . 

Sec.ond, during the 98th Congress (1983-1984) .there was a flurry of legis
latlve acttvit~. -Perhaps best known ls the Solarz a111 which has three main 
components: a) l_egal imposition . of fair employment standards on American 
companies· operating in South Africa; b) prohibition ag.ainst American banks 
making loans to tl)e South Afr.lean government, except to educational, housing, 
and health facilities on a non- discrimi~atory basis; and c) a ban on the · 
importation of Krugerrands. · · 

There were other legislative _proposals as well. Representative William 
Gray of . Pennsylvania proposed a b.an on new investments by U.S. companies in 
South Africa. · Representative Howard Berman of Callfo.rnia sought the prohib.ltion 
of sales :t ·o ·South ·Afdca of military and police equipment and · restrictions on 
the s.ale of computers. Representative Jul.tan Dixon, also of California, sought 
to impose · res tr let ions on International Monetary Fund lending to South Africa. 
Indeed, the Dixon _proposal did become law in modified form. The other legis
lative initlatlves passed the House of Representatives but died with the impasse 
over the E~port Adm.tnistratlon Act. The advent of the 99th Congress augurs 
further legislative efforts to impose economic sanctions on South Africa with a 
number of bl.Us hav.ing a .lready been introduced in both houses of Congress and 
many more in prospect. · 

·I 
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Third, the 1984 presidential bid of Rev. Jesse Jackson also served to focus 
increased at tent ion on the issue of South Africa, as dld the awarding of the 
Nobel Peace Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu in the fall of 1984. This award gave 
much publicized platforms to Bishop Tutu . to address the moral and ethical 
repugnance shared by much of the civilized world with regard to the racist 
system of apartheid in South Africa. 

Fourth, the increasing attempts to reconcile differences and re-establish · 
alliances among American blacks and Jews in recent months has also served to 
focus attention on the South African issue . Many American Black leaders refer 
to South Afr lea as "their Israel," and ·have asked of Amer lean Jews the same 
understanding and support for the struggle against the white supremacist regime 
in Pretoria as American Jews ask of Blacks concerni.ng support for Israel. 

As a result of this changing political context, many of our members urged 
that AJC formulate a new policy statement on the subject of South Africa to 
reflect recent developments and growing concern. Simultaneously, pressure had 
been growing on our chapters across the country who are increasingly faced with 
decisions about how to respond to a flurry of proposals for divestiture of stock 
holdings by city councils and state legislatures; by calls for disinvestment by 
American co~panies; by growing protests and demonstrations of a relatively 
broad spectrum of the community; by picketing of shops selling South African 
gold coins; etc. Pressure was also coming from the Black community, to which I 
have already referred, and from the Christian community, parts of which had long 
been concerned with the South African issue. And, of course, on the lnterna
tlona~ scene, South Africa continued to be a major target of attack at lnter
nat tonal forums, often in company with Israel. . In a speech to the U.N. ·On 
November 21, 1984, Israell Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu, responding to a 
Special Committee report, even had to refute the preposterous charge that Israel 
wa~ the "wellspring of aparthe~d." 

In attempting to formulate the AJC position, we went through an intensive 
process of deliberation and consultation. We met with officials from the State 
Department, the Israeli Government, the European Economic Community, the 
AFL-CIO, the Afro-American Institute, the Institute for International Education, 
academic specialists on South Africa, and, as i~ always our pract.tce, with Jews 
from the country concerned. In addltlon, we gave very careful attention to the 

. extensive literature on the question of' econom.lc sanct.lons and their effective
ness, or lack thereof, in recent history. 

In November 1984, we invited Helen Suzman, the founder of the Progressive · 
Federal Pa.rty, the official opposition party in South Africa, to join us for our 
National Executive Council meeting in Chicago . Ms. Suzman, a Jew, has long been 
a courageous advocate for democracy for all races in South Africa and for a 
dismantling of the system of racial separation. In fact, in 1983, she was 
nominated, together with Bishop Tutu, for the Nobel Peace Prize. She joined 
with us in three separate meetings in Chicago, and I think it would. be useful 
to quote at some length. from that which she said in one of her speeches: 

"All of you here tonight are, I am sure, anxious to know 
what you, as Americans, can do to hasten real change in 
South Africa -- to set it on the path toward a true demo
cratic society. 

., 
•. , 
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· I w'ish I : had the answer to this complicated question -- for 
there are several aspects to be considered. -- moral, 
economic, punitive, reform -- all . interwoven. The moral 

. aspect "ls the simplest -- it is a value judgme(lt you have to 
make for yourselves, if, that ls, the decision to disengage 
or divest ts envisaged as a method of distancing oneself 
from ariy association wl.th the abhorrent system of apartheid 
_·:.: institutlon·a1 lzed r.ace. discrimination -- to put .it simply 

· --· to keep one'~ hands cleana 

Such a course of act.ion has a simple appeal. And so, too, 
~oes disengagement with a view to its punitive effect. But 
it · also does other things -- it. removes you from a position 
of exercist'ng any. influence over the course of future. 
events. The vacuum created by U.S. disengagement would be 

· f Uled :by others less concerned with reform and the pace of 
,'change" - ·.:.. slow· enough in all · conscienc~ .-- would be eve'n 
slower . .. : · 

There are those who believe that total economic collapse 
would facilitate a Black revolution and Black majority rule . 

... 'such . a· course could only· be advocated by people sitting 
safel y thousands of mlles away, for a. Black revolut'ion would 
hav·e . no chance ·of success, as anyone. who knows anything 

'::- · about ·"the· stre·ngth, ferocity, and competence of the South 
:. · ·; : ,·· Af·r-tcan pollce · and army will.'agree. The key to peayeful 
· "" :· · · change" in~ South . Ah·lca lies, I believe, in the oppo~ite 
'"" ":" """dir:ect1on. ·--· in the expansion of . the economy, in the 

i•. 

increasing acquisition of skills among B~acks, in increasing 
consumer power among Blacks, in developing econ0m.lc muscle · 
among· 'Blacks, · which can be used to demand social and 

·" pol i. t ical change. And Western nations that urge reforn 
should ·s·tay' in South· Africa and use their influence to this 
end .. · Moreover, desp lte the gulf that exists between 
rhetoric and prevailing practice in human rlg~ts, there are 
internatlonal codes of conduct with regard to such rights 
that ·have been widely establ lshed· and accepted, albelt, 
r'eluctantly by some, as Just and proper alms of humanity. 

· 'Not ·even a superpower like ·the Soviet Union or a defiant 
small country like South Africa .ts comfortable when charged 
~1th infringement of these codes. The U. S. must protest 
loudly against apartheid's outrageous violation of h~an 

·rtghts·.?' 

I know we aU share in· an unqualified condemnation of apartheid and all 
th~t lt ' repre~ents, and we recognize the uniquely repugnant features of the 
1 egal hat ion· of a ·sys tern based on racial dlscrlmlnatlon . We, at AJC, had bee~ 
pettod i'cal1y speaking out on the subject for 25 years or more , .but, in effect, 
our · sta't·emeri·t s r.l tu al lst ically condemned. apartheid but went no furth~r in 
r~.commending · courses of act lon to . reform the system. The issue before us in 
1984 was, . ther~fore, . how we ·might ,go forward, that is, how we might design a 
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course of action to achieve our shared goals of peaceful democratization of the 
country and ex tens ion of civil and poll t teal rtghts t~ all of South Africa's 
population . 

At the same tlme, however, there are a number of difficult questions we 
have had to ask ourselves: 

000How do we press for democratizat.lon and yet, at the same time, seek to 
preserve the ·security of the 120,000 South African Jews who could find them
selves in the middle of a potentially combustible situation in which thefr 
llves , and the lives of countless others, could be imperiled? 

00000 we run the risk, by becoming prominent in the anti-apartheid struggle ln 
the West, of bringing harm to the Jewish community in South Africa, which could 
be the vlct.im of reprisals by the white minority government? 

000 How do we prevent a recurrence of the situation some 15 years ago when South 
Africa imposed restrictions on the transfer of funds. by Jews to Israel ln 
retaliation for Israel's donation to the Organization of African Unity? South 
Africa's Jewish community ls, per capita,"the second most generous contributor 
to the Unlted Israel Appeal. · 

000And how do we deal with the issue of relations between South Africa and 
Israel? Although the _facts strongly suggest a rather minimal economic rela
tionship between the two countries, the perception in many quarters ls other
wise. Indeed, we should all bear in mind that Israel's bilateral trade with 
South Africa represents 0.6$ of South Africa's total trade, r~nking Israel 
twentieth ln the list of South Africa's trading partners, well behind the United 
States, Western Europe, Japan, Black Africa, the Arab · states, and probably even 
the Soviet bloc members of COMECON. 

0 0 0 How do we deal with the very real quest-ion of South Africa's strategic and 
economic importance in the world? At the very southern tip of .the African 
continent, and blessed with a wide variety of minerals, the fact ls that South 
Africa's economic, geogrdphlc, and strateglc importance to the West rema.tns an 
issue that one stmply cannot .ignore? 

... How do we seek to develop a position which would, ln fact, encourage t.he kind 
of poslttve, if gradual, democraticizaUon of the country, rather than having 
precisely the opposite effect, which would be to create a siege mentality among 
the Afrikaaners, the majority white population? 

Those who do not understand the particular psychology of the Afrikaaners, 
who view themselves as white Africans and whose roots on the continent go back 
several centuries, and who assert a historic claim to the land on which they 
live, do not understand the extraordinary complexity of the situation . And 
those who think that punitive economic sanctions c)gainst South Africa would 
necessarily achieve the desired results, may not, again, understand either the 
make-up of the Afrikaaner population in particular, or the resourcefulness of 
the dominant minority population. These characteristics have been amply 
demonstrated in the South African response to the otl embargo, for example. The 
South Africans have developed a three-fold approach to countering the oil 
embargo: 1) import substitution; 2) increased self-sufficiency (the SASOL plants 
whlch convert coal to oil are now world-renowned and provide as much as 401 of 
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the country's domestic oil needs); a~d 3) clrc.umventlon of the embargo. Oil 
loses its n-atlonal .identity very. quickly in a free-·trading world market·, and no 
shortage of countries, particularly self-righteous Arab states that vigorously 
condemn the South African system in public forums but provide the country ·with 
much of its energy needs, exists to undermine the attempted embargo. And the 
arms embargo, too; though costly to South Africa, has also not, to date, 
achieved th'e desired result. The South African mll.ltary is consldered strong 
and capab.le ·of dealing with any current combinat.ion of threats from neighboring 
Afr.t.can countries. Whether- .it will be able to develop the sophisticated 
technology to respond to advanced Soviet weaponry which might be introduced· into · 
neighboring countries, or what. impact . extended expended guerilla warfare and . 

> terror.ism would have, rem~lns to be seen. But, for the foreseeable future, the 
South African mll.ltary retains. the upper hand in the area. This is :not, of · 
course, to suggest that. South Africa would not be adversely affected by economic 
sanctions,. but ~ather that the sanctions are not currently likely tb result ln 

~ I., 
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the desired impact· on government pollcy. · 

.. , We ·considered carefully and ultimately rejected two of the most popular 
str·ategies, ·namely ·, · divestiture .of !?tock funds and disinvestment. We did so 
because, though support for these approaches may make for good domestic poli
t lcs, they appear . to contradjct our desl~e for evolutionary change by: · 1) 
withdrawing whatever sources, albeit limited, of le~erage the U.S. prlvate 
sector currently has; 2) transferring owne~ship of those American firms to South 
African or other non-American businessmen not subjected to the same pubUc 
pr-essures to maintain falr employment pra~t.ices; 3) hurting some 70,000 Black 
workers employed by U.S. firms who would suffer the loss of their jobs; and 4) 
hampering the· development .of Black trade unions, a concept that all of us 
should actively . support a~d encourage, for it has been in part the role of 
American :companies that has nur.sed along the developll)ent of Black trade unions. 

· : We hav.e .simply not found the evidence to .suggest that economic sanctions, 
pa·rt icularly when they are u_n-l laterally rather than mul t Uaterally imposed, 
work. And we have found the policy of divestiture to reflect nothing more than 
simplistic symboll~m. To quote Clifton Wharton, the Chancellor of the State 
University of · New York and ·a severe critic of apartheid: 

"Should universities and other institution·s divest them
selves of stock in companies that remain in South Africa? I 
do not . think so. I continue to believe that stock divesti~ 
tu re is . . at best a s impl lst ic symbol ism that fails to 
understand the complex interrelationships between firms and 
their suppliers. In today's multinational trade in raw 
materials, plant location ls rarely an adequate gauge of 
true dependence.· •. • •• Aside from their brief publicity value, 
divestiture campaigns in fl let no "punishment" on South 
Africa. While divestiture might salve the egos of those 
activists who are indiscriminately anti-big business, lt 
would have no direct . effect on the real matters at hand. 

·somebody else merely buys the stock." 

And, .frankly, we need to be honest with ourselves. While no one argues the 
perniciousness of ·the Squth African system, or, for that matter, the uniqueness 
of apartheid, ls it -the only tr.uly repugnant system in the world? Without in 
any way minimizing the situation in South Africa, we ·need to ask ourselves: Why 
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not :also s~ek to . impose econo~ic sanctions against the Soviet Union, Iran, 
Cambodta and other countries that have practiced genocide, widespread torture 
and other. massive vlolations, of · hum~n rights? 

The position . adopted by AJC in November contains the following points: 1) 
it unequivocally condemns the system of' apartheid, the banning and detentions., 
the policy. of forced Fesettlement, the lack of enfranchisement of Blacks and the 
only part.tal enfr~nchlsement of Indians and Coloreds, the lack of due process., . 
and the. infl.ux Patrol and Group Areas Laws; 2) it praises the awarding of the 
Nobel .Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu; 3) lt supports educational programs for 
Blacks, both in South Africa and the Uhited States, as a practlcal means for 
developing · a growing Black leadership sector capable of becoming the motor for 
soclal . change~ 4) it supports the concept of the Sulliva~ Principles and calls 
on ~ll American comparyi~s not currently subscribing to those principles, nearly 
150 of 350 U.S. firms operating in South Africa, to adopt .those standards; 5) 
it calls on all Common Market firms to adhere to the EEC Code of Conduct and 
accordingly practice fair employment standards; and 6) it calls on the United 
States. and ot.her Western coun.tries to use appropriate public and private 
bilateral .and mu.l ti lateral channels to vigorously press for widespread demo
cratization tn the country and to seek, as · part of this process, to achieve 
specific goals, .e.g. an end to forced resettlement, an end to detentions·, an end 
to ban"ings, th_e abrogation of the Mixed Marriage and Immorality Acts, and 
enfranchlsemen~ of the nation's Black ~ajority . 

. . . 
Subsequently, on December 10, in condemning the arrests of trade union 

leaders, AJC's president Howard Friedman applauded "the major ·escalation of 
pub l lc cal ls for the el lml_natlon of apartheid -- in9ludlng the use of dramatic · 
non-violent civil disobedience." And on Christmas Day, December 25,. the AJC, 
together with the Union of American Hebrew ·Congregatlons, conducted a much-pub
licized vigll in f.ront of the South African Embassy in Washington. Similarly, a 
number of our members In cities across the country have participated In protests 
and demonstrations. The one cautionary note concerns some other actors and 
agendas .In the protest movement. For example, the president of the Boston 
chapter of Transafrica, the organization that launched the current round of 
protests, is quoted in The New Republic (January 21, 1985) as stating, "There is 
a special burden on the American Jewish community regarding South Africa, . 
because of ties between the State of Israel and South Africa ••• the burden on the • 
American Jewish comm_unlty 15 to be v.lsibly crlticlzlng Israel for these ties." 
Our. chapters .have occasionally found themselves in a dlfficult· position, wanting 
to support. public protests and to demonstrate against the South African regime, 
but, at the same .time, being unable · to associate themselves with the program- . 
mat.le agendas of .some other participating organizatlons. 

· one of our chapters responded exceptionally well to this dilemma. Let me 
quote from the report of the chapter director In that city: 

We felt that we did not need to be forced into a position with 
which we were not comfortable for the sake of our coalition, 
but that we should firmly and politely explain that: 1) 
dlffe~ent groups m~st be allowed to engage ln the types of 
activity they feel most effective, 2) the Utmus test must not 
be that "e join an activity another group is committed to, and 
3) there ls indeed genuine division whether economic mea-
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sures, that ls, economic sanctions, woµld ultimately help or 
hurt the very Black South Africans lt ls intended to 
assist ••• " 

We began to undertake a series of other types of actlvities to 
demonstrate our concern about the issues: We ·sent a letter to 
all of the rabbis asking that they speak out against apartheid 
in conjunction w.lth Martin Luther King's bir-thday; we may be 
organizing an interfaith Sabbath for Christians and Jews to 
speak out against apartheid; we used the forum of a Black-Jew
ish clergy meeting, following a Hartin Luther King service, to 
discuss the issue with the Black clergy; we have sent articles 
on the Ethiopian rescue to the local press, which, although 
tangential to the issue of South Africa, does answer the 
charges that Israeli is a racist society; and we are bringing 
the issue up at the next meeting of our Black-Jewish Dialogue. 

Finally, we recognize that the issue of South Africa will be with us for 
many months and years to come, and that we will be required, as a consequence, 
to review our position at frequent intervals and to assess the merits of our 
stance ~n light of undoubtedly changing circumstances. Clearly, if the situation 
deteriorates, we will have to reconsider our basic assumpt.lons. Thus it seems d 

very safe guess that, although several years may have passed between the last 
AJC statement and our current one, it wlll. ·be .much sooner between the formula
tion of this statement and our next one. · 

I036-Speech 
March 29, 1985 

· ,":' .. ~ - : · .. 
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dmlle Apri 1 10, 1985 

Ile Subcommittee on South Africa 

9rom Allan ·Kagedan 

mulbJecQ Update on the Sullivan Principles 

The Sullivan Principles (attached),originated by Or. Leon Sullivan of 
Philadelphia, have recei.ved considerable attention ·during the cur·rent 
debate over how the United States can encourage peaceful change in . 
South At'rica . Supporters of the ~rinciples . $ee them ~.s a means .of 
usinn American business to improve the lives of Soutn African blacks. 
Opponents of the Prfnciples fall into two camps: Some, who favor nx>re 
stringent economic sanctions, charge that they help only a small number 
of blacks; others; who object to economic sanctions generally, feel that 
they ·impose an unfair economic and adminfstrative burden on business . 
What. follows is a brief update on the implementation of the Princ iples • 

. The six Sullivan Principles may be divided into two types: Principles 
I, II, and III call fo~ removal of discriminatory practices from the 
workplace; Principles IV. v·, and VI go further, requiring "affi·rmative 
actions, 11 such as company-funded job training programs, the . identifying 
and training of potential black managers, and public support of the 
end vf apartheid laws and practices. 

1 

Arthur D. Little ~ates corpor•tions subscribjng to the Principles as 
falling into one of three categories. Companies that have passed tne 
"basic requirements 11 and comply with Princi,ples I, II, and III, fall 
into category 3, "needs to become more active." Firms judged to !have 
implemented Principles IV, V, and VI, based on a complicated point system 
incorporating qualificat1ve and quantitative data, fall into category 2, 
11making progress," or 1, "making good progress." 

In 1984, thirty-two firms were rated in category 1 (i.ncluding Citicorp, 
Coca-Cola, txxon, General Motors, IBM, .Mobil and Xerox}; fifty-one 
companies feJl 1nto category 2 (including Bristol-Meyers, Dow Chemical, 
IT&T, Westinghouse); nineteen firms were classified in category 3 (in
clurlina Hoover Co., International -Harvester, and Motorola) .. 

By virtue of their placement in the first three categories, all these 
corporations have nonsegregated facilities, engage 'in fair. ·employment 
practices, and pay black and.white workers equally. Between them, 
Sullivan signatories have spent millions of dollars in health, education 
and job training programs for blacks, and are the companies in which the 
black trade unions are well established. As of 1 April 1985, counting businesses 
that have endorsed the Principles but not yet implemented the first three, 
150 co,porations employing 82%. of workers in US-owned companies (about 
104,000 persons), and representing 79% of total US investment in South 
Africa, have subscribed to the Sul1iv~n Principles. 
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AJC has already affirmed its general support for the Sullivan Principles 
(though not by name) in its 1984 NEC statement on South Africa . . The 
issue now is: 

l. Should AJC support city •. state and federal measures mandating 
legal enforcement of the Sullivan Principles? 

2. Should we support divestment of stock in ~orporations that ·fail 
to adhere to th~ Principles or fail to reach a certain rat1ng level? 

lt may be that the utility of economic sanct1ons as a means of aavancing 
human rights is best judged on a case-by-case basis. Bearing in mind 
what we know.about South Africa, we must ·determine whether this particu.lar 
form of economi.c pressure is effective in improving the condition of South 
African bla.cks, consonant with Jewish security, fair to US business, and 
consistent with US strategic concerns. · 

AK:DG 
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Principle 1 -

Principle 2 -

.· Principle 3 -

Principle 4 -

Principle 5 -

Principle 6 ~ 

SULLIVAN PRINCIPLES 

STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES 

Nonsegregation of the Races in All Eating, Comfort, 
Locker Rooms, and Work Facilities 

Equal and Fair Employment Practices for All 
Employees 

Equal Pay for All · Employees Doing Equal or Com
parable Work for the ~e Period of Time 

Initiation and Development of Training. Programs 
that Will Prepare Blacks, Coloureds, and Asians in 
Substantial Numbers for Supervisory, 
Administrative, Clerical and Technical Jobs 

Increasing the Number of Blacks, Coloureds, and 
Asians in Management and Supervisory Positions 

Improving the Quality of Employees' Lives Outside 
the Work Environment in Such Areas as Housing,-, 
Transportation, Schooling, Recreation, 81\d Healtht 
Facilities. 

Amplification of Principle 6, November 1984: 

INCREASED OIMESSIONS Of ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE THE WORKPLACE 

• U~ influence and ~upport the ~nrestricted rights of . Black 
businesses to locate m the Urban areas of the nation. · 

· • Influence other companies in South Africa to follow the 
. standards of equal rights principles. · 

. • Support the freedom of mobility of Black workers to seek 
employment opportunities wherever they exist, and make 
possible provisions for adequate housing for families of 
employees within the proximity of workers emplOy!Tlent. 

• Support the ending of aU apartheid laws. 



'• .. INTERNAL 
Not for Distribution 

Special Committee of the Board of Governors on 
The Proposed AJC Center for Pluralism in Israel 

Attendees 

Leo Nev as, Chairman 
Dr. Morton Blaustein 
E. Robert Goodkind 
Or. David Cordis 
Philip£. Hoffman 

Summary of Discussion 

Minutes of Meeting of Aprl'l 1'1, 1985 

Shula Bahat 
Or. ~orge E. Gruen 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
William Trosten 

David G~rdls began the disc4ssion by noting that the field of intergroup 
relations has been an integral part of the work of the AJC Office in Israel 
since Its Inception in 1962. The idea of consolidating these various activities 
within the f~amework of a special center or institute goes back to ~he period 
Immediately following the .Six-Day War of 1967, which presented new challenges 
and o~portunlties in the ~re~ of Arab-Jewish relations. Indeed, he had just 
received from Bert Gold an extract of a speech ~ade by Mr. Gold to the AJC 
Annua) Meeting in May 1968, In which he had proposed the establishment in 

·Jerusalem of an Institute of Human Relations Center to focus on the various 
aspects of intergroup relations, including relatlons between Arabs and Jews, 
among Muslims, 'Christians and Jews, between the religious and secular groups 
within the Jewish population, and among the diverse ethnic groups, notably, the 
Ashkenazi Jews of Western and Eastern European origin, and the Sephardim and 
Orientals, Jews from · Mediterranean and Islamic countries. 

Or. Gordis pointed out that there were two issues for the Special Committee to 
examine, the substanc~ of the program and . the manner in which it · ls to be 
organized or "packaged." He noted that increasingly Israelis have been coming 
to us, asking us to share with the11 the relevant experience we have had in the 
Uni. ted States and to work in partnership with Israe 11 groups who are al so 
concerned with these issues. While our experience may be different, there are 
like minded groups in Israel, who share with us a commitment to Jewish and 
democratic values and seek to promote an atmosphere of tolerance within a 
p1urallstic society. 

The AJC office in Israel ts already engaged in a variety of actlvitfes in this 
sphere. For example, Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff, the director of the office, has 
just sent us a copy of 'a n~w study on the Christi.an presence in the Jewish 
State. · The AJC has al so recer)t ly cosponsored conferences on religious pJ urali sm 
and· on means of btidging the soclo-economJ.c gap between As_hkenazlm and 
Sephardim. We have also given seed money and organizational support to civil 
rights organizations and groups such as Interns for Peace. 
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Among the questions fo.r the committee to consider are: 1) whether ~ can 
increase our effectiveness by increasing· the visibility of our operation, and 
2) whether there are suitable and willing partners in Israel for this? With 
regard to the second question, the answer was clearly in the aff lrmative. Dr. 
Cordi~ cited as examples: a} the approach to us from the Israel-Diaspora 
Institute at Tel Aviv University to cooperate in a program of education for 
democratic values; b} the proposal to us by Avram Burg, the advisor on Diaspora 
affairs to Prime Minister Peres, to undertake jointly a consultation and 
interdisciplinary research on the implications for intergroup relations of the 
d lfferent experiences of Jews in the Of aspora, where they have J'ived as mi
norities, and in the State of Israel, where a Jewish majority contro~s the 

·government and must relate to non-Jewish mJ.norities; and c) the request from the 
Ministry of Education for help In improving Arab-Jewish relations. The com
mittee should consider whether thls is to become a central focus for AJC work in 
Israel · and what guidelines, structures and operational principles need to be 
developed. · 

Leo Nevas recalled that when he was in Israel for a six month period in 1978-79 
he was involved with Dr. Resnikoff on some aspects of this work and he was very 
impressed by the positive. response within Israel to our support for programs to 
bring Arab and Jewish youth together as well as work at the Hebrew University to 
promote Christian-Jewish dialogue. Thus intergroup relations has long been part 
of our activities in Jerusalem. 

Robert Goodkind lnquir-ed whether it was planned to have a formal Israeli 
advisory b·oard, such as the one created by Mr. Go) d's Institute on American 
Jewish-Israeli Relations, or whether we should limit ourselves to ad hoc 
contacts with receptive indigenous groµps? Dr. Cordis replied that he favored 
the latter approach, since there was a danger of our being perceived as being 
outsiders who come to tell the Israelis what to do. Mr. Coodkind agreed that it 
was useful to have partners, but that it need not be formalized. George Gruen 
noted that each of the AJC off ice directors, starting with Maximo Yagupsky, had 
an informal group of Israelis to whom he turned more or less regulariy for 
advice. But this has ~ever been a formal Israeli advisory board of the kind 
established by the AOL, which not only reviews the program but reportedly also 
makes a significant financial contribution to help cover its expenses. Or. 
Gordis said that no separate AJC Jay structure in Israel was being contemplated. 

Mr. Goodkind sa ld that he was enthusiast'lc about the general concept of an AJC 
center for pluraltsm and believed t~at it should be a · maj~r thrust for the 
Committee in its program in Israel. He added that he also saw this as a way to 
get the AJC leadership, ~s individuals, to become more involved with Israel on a 
personal basis, e.g., through participation tn conferences and colloquia. He 
envisaged the possibility of a conference in Israel each year, sponsored by the 
relevant national program departments with Israeli partners. The International 
Relations Department would naturally deal with political issues such as Arab
Jewish relations, while the Jewish Communal Affairs Department Would be brought 
ln for conferences on Jewish identity, National Affairs with its expertise in 
ethnic diversity could contribute to conferences on Ashkenazi-Sephardi re
lations, lnterreliglous Affairs for conferences dealing with Christian-Jewish 
relations, etc. Or. Gordis added that he could see the Jacob Blaustein 
Institute involved in conferences dealing with issues of human rights. 
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Morton B1austein noted that his correspondence with Howard Friedman had related 
to the process not the substance of the issue under discussion. Thanks to 
clarifications he had received that mat'ter was now finished. As for the content 
of the proposal, Dr. Blaustein stated that he. was for it. He inquired, however, 
whether we can establish. a center for pluralism without adversely affecting 
existing programs, in terms of financial, staff and Jay commitments? Will we 
sacrifice somethi.ng else if we do . this? 

Dr. Gordis noted that we were at an interesting point of transition in our 
"Israel Office. Or. Resnikoff was planning to retire and we are looking for a 
suitable replacement . In additlon, we concluded some time ago that the pol
itical reporting function of the off.tee -- alerting us to developnents and 
maintaining political contacts -- needed beefing up. We discussed these needs 
wl th the Board of Governors and they approved an initial six months al location 
of $50,000. Since no one has yet been hired~ we have this sun available. We 
are not talking of a major budgetary increase that will significantly take money 
from our programs. Regarding funding, he noted that many loyal supporters of 
Israel shared our concerns and hopefully would contribute additional program 
money. Moreover, programming dollars go a long way in Israel, in contrast to 
cap ital fund! ng. He expected that an expanded Israel program would attract 
special project funds. 

Mr. Nevas said that creation of a center for plural ism would entail some 
. budgetary expenses, noting that the sso,ooo· for political reporting was proposed 

before discussion of the center. We shou1d face up to the fact that to run a 
meaningful program in Israel will require some additional money. Dr. Gordis 
reiterated the Importance of strengthening our presence in Israel. He noted 
that we currently spend only about~ percent of our budget of $18 million on 
our Israel operation. If we are serious and see 1.t as an important· element in 
contemporary Jewish li.fe we should be prepared to commit additional funds. 

Mr. Goodk i nd remark.ed that with regard to targeted gifts, he believed that AJC 
members were prepared to give more. Moreover, he saw the p~tential for a major 
gift. of $1 million to $2 million for a "Center for PluraHsm," where the donor 
would want a name attached. A quiet, discrete campaign by the officers ap
proaching five key persons should produce the desired result. Dr. Blaustein 
suggested that we mJght try to convJnce the person who is leaving a $4 million 
beq~est to the AJC to glvi us a million now!· He noted that during the recent 
visits to Israel he found considerable confusion between the AJCommittee and the 
AJCongress. He wondered what were the differences in activity and style of 
operation. 

) -
Marc Tanenbaum responded that in recent years many more American Jewish or
ganizations have established an Israeli presence . He noted that the AOL had two 

, full time professionals. They ma i ntain close contact with the Israel government 
and report back to AOL in the .U.S. They also do a certain amount of intergroup 
relations work. Essentially they see their role as interpreting the Israel 
Government's position to the American public and tend to accept_ the official 
Israeli line rather uncritically. The AJCongress ls less assertive and more 
moderate in its political stance. It tends to cultivate academics and cultural 
personalities. It helps to handle the numerous Congress tours and their annual 
di.alogue. The CJFWF and AIPAC have also recently opened up offices. As for the 
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Committee, in addltlo~ to the work mentioned above, we operate a progran for 
Christian and other important visitors, we have a ~sefui library specializing in 
American life and American Jewry, we support such intergroup relations efforts 
as Interns for Peace, and are active in the field of Israel-Diaspora rel~tion~, 
quality of life in Israel, and issues of tolerance. 

Dr. Gruen added that the publications of the AJC's office have also made a 
unique contribution. While it was published, Am~ot, an Israeli journal of 
opinion, was a major forun:i for discussion of issues, somewhat akir;i to 
Commentary. For more th.an twenty years AJC has been publishing Tefutsot Israel, 
which ls the most widely used source of information in Hebrew on contemporary 
Jewish life in the United States and other Jewish communities worldwide. It 
provides teachers and leaders with translations of major articles·, studies and 
statements on current issues in the Jewish ·world. It has been a useful vehicle 
for educating Israelis on Jewish life in the Diaspora and underscores the 
objective ~lversfty and pluralistic nature of Jewish life today. · 

Hr . Nevas suggested that some of the confusion between the AJCommittee and the 
AJCongress, which we find also ln the U.S., is due to the similarity of the 
names and the fact that the initials are the same. 

Philip Hoffman inquired as to what was meant by pluralism and what did we wish 
to accomplish? Or. Cordis replied that we did not wish to impose our views but 
to s~are our experience with the Israel ls in the hope of hav ing some modest 
impact on intergroup rel at ions in Israel. He noted that today there was 
coexlstenc~ of diverse groups, but it was coexistence with severe ~roblems. 
Israelis understand the value of tolerance, but some consider it only as a 
necessary evil. We feel that pluralism Js a virtue. There i s a value to a 
society to be composed of a variety of groups, each of whom contributes to the 
society and from which eve·ry group can gain nourishment. We have experience in 
the productive interrelationship of groups through the sharing of agendas, ex
periences .and information. We hope to make a smal 1 but meaningful contribution 
to intergroup reJations in Israel. 

Mr. Nevas noted that we have se~n the misuse of diversity and the exacerbation 
of problems as· a result of the use by some Israeli politicians of these dif
ferences to attract voters. Rabbi Tanenba1.1n pointed out that the way Israeli 
society evolves also has its repercussions for us. The success of the Orthodox 
in Israel to introduce religious legislation has resulted in similar attempts to 
have American legislation enforce Jewish religious law. Moreover, the acts of a 
antl-Chrl.stian religious fanatics, e.g., the refusal to permit the rebuilding of 
Baptist Church in Jerusalem, can ha~our interr.eliglous work in thls country, 
if Israel is perceived as indifferent to the civil and hl.fTian rights of 
Christians in its midst. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum added that while our work in Israel currently was interesting 
and important, it lacked an overall design and strategy. We tend to react to 
Is.rael i proposa 1 s. We need long range planning as to what Issues and problems 
we see ahead and· ask ourselves what . programs we as AJC can put together. Hr. 
Nevas noted that we in the U.S. have produced Rabbis Kahane and Levlnger and 
that should not be the hallmark of our export to Israel. 
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Mr . Goodk·t nd noted that Israel 1 s te 11 us that we should present constructive 
views of pluralism. Practically every Israeli leader we met durlng the Board of 
Governors' Institute asked us to become more directly involved. · or. Blaustein 
wondered whether the initiative had not come from us, since Shulamit Alon! said 
she had been asked to give her view about AJC opening a center for pluralism. 
Rabbi Tanenbaum noted that President Herzog had spontaneously made this sug
gestion to us, without being coa~hed by anyone. 

Dr. Gordis said that there were some Israelis, like Shmuel Katz, who wrote that 
American Jews should .first put their own house in order before giving advice to 
the Israelis. Dr. Gordis conceded that we shared a lot of problems with Israel, 
including what it means to be Jewish in a modern, increasingly. secular society, 
but these issues can best be dealt with in common discourse. We have to ask 
"ourselves where are our strengths and where we can make a constructive con
tribution. 

Mr. Goodkind suggested as a next step for the special co11111ittee to develop a 
statement or prospectus containing major objectives, as already set out, but 
including also a statement of the rationale for this proposal. The timetable he 
was considering was to have a preliminary draft for submission to the Board of 
Governors for its June 24th meeting. 

Mr. Nev as noted th.at · there was a general consensus of support for the proposed 
center and inquired whether we should have an additional meeting, since some 
members of the committee were unable to attend today's meeting. 

Dr. Blaustein suggested that the rationale was essentially contained in what 
David Gordis and Marc Tanenbaum had said. He suggested another meeting for 
abqut one and half hours during the annual meeting, when the out of town members 
of the .committee should be available. 

In response to Or. Blaustein's question about the search for an alternate site 
for the Israel Office, Dr. Gordis reviewed the various proposals that had been 
considered and had been rejected as unsuitable either because of location or 
price. In the ·meantime, the AJC has extended the lease on the present quarters 
for another year. Dr. Blaustein agreed that there was a need for conference 
rooms in the Israel headquarters, but a capital expenditure of $1 million did 
not seem feasible unless it came from a special gift. In response to a query to 
him, William Trosten said that in theory it should be possible to attract such a 
gift, but one should also keep in mind the upkeep and maintenance costs of a 
large structure. ' 

Or. Blaustein inquired what kind of personnel the office required since there 
were several central program areas. Dr. Gordis outli.ned these areas as Israel
Oi aspora relations, _ intergroup relations and promotion of pluralism; political 
work, including conveying o~r point of view, presenting and relaying back to us 
information on. Israell and other issues of Jewish concern, e.g., endangered 
Jewish communities, relaying back to us information, and relating to the po-
1 itlcal and intellectual leadership . of the country; the service functions, 
including the llbrary information center, Tefutsot Israel and other publi
cations, and acting as an area office for AJC program departments and member
ship. The person who ls to take charge must under~tand, coordinate -and ad-
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minister the · who1e program with the help of assistants. · But the director nust 
be able personally .to take hold of either the .poli.ti.cal or fntergro~p relations 
area, depending on his or her own expertise. The nunber two person would have 
t~ have strength in the other major area. Both persons would have to be 
Americans with fluency in Hebrew ~nd be the kind of .persons to whom Israelis 
would relate. He added that Or. Resnikoff had indicated a readiness to remain 
o~ as a part-time consultant. 

Mr. Goodkind suggested that paragraph two of the statement outlining . the 
objectives of the proposed cent er for pluralism should also refer to ~·sources 
for democracy and tolerance including intergroup tolerance." He found that 
paragraph eight was misleading.. Or. Gordt s suggested el lmi.nating paragraph 
ei.ght since. the promotion of strengthened Israel-Diaspora ties was anong the 
over a 11 object iv es of the AJC and was not limited to the Institute on American 
Jewish-Israeli Rel at ions. Rabbi Tanenbaum .indicated that it was necessary to 
work out the perceptual con"fusion in Israel between ·the Institute and the Israel 
Off ice of AJC. · 

Mr. Hoffman expressed the view that th.e proposed center for pluralism was one of 
the most important projects that the A.JC could undertake. 

(Minutes 'prepared by G.E. Gruen.) 

GEG:og/ar 
F099-Minutes (4/11/85) 
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CENTER FOR · PLURALISM 

The Center for Pluralism which we are considering· has a number of primary 
. objectives: 

(l) To spo.nsor research studies on the interaction of the div·erse 
elements in Is:ael 1 s pluralistic society - - religious and non-religious; 
Jews of Sephardi and As hkenazi origin; Israeli Jews and Arabs; Israeli 
Jews, Christians and Moslems; 

(2) To sponsor re1igious-historical studies on values and teachings 
in Jewish tradi'tion with emphasis on sources that uphold the · unity of 
th~ Jewish people and support .the concept of religious pluralism; as well as 

sources fo~ democracy and intergroup tolerance. 

(3) To bring to the attention of the Israeli public information based · 
on the intergroup experience and practice in the United States and other 
democratic societies, and to foster interdisciplinary examination of 
the relevance and applicability of the fJndings to the Israeli scene; 

(4) To undertake a series of textbook analyses of religious, social 
science, history and literature school bQcks in ~erms of· what Israel's 
diverse religious· and ethnic groups teach about each other. · The con
tent analyses would . seek to identify negative caricatures and stereo
typ,es, and seek to promote positive teachings and knowledge about the 
"out-gr.oup . " (Similar studies have already been undertaken on Isra.eli 
textbook teachings about Diaspora Jewry, and vice versa.); 

(5) To sponsor a series of conferences, seminars, and institutes· led 
by Israeli and American experts that would introduce the findings of . 
these resear.ches and studies into public consciousness and inter.group 
behavior• · 

(6) To publish and disseminate widely scholarly research, essays, 
books, and pamphlets that would stimulate thinking .about these inter-
group issues; · 

(7) To stimulate discussion in the print and electronic media abOut 
the importance of fo.steri ng positive intergroup attitudes and behaviqr. 

(8) To integra.te and disseminate t .he creative programs o.f the tnstitute 
on Amer;can Jewish-Israe1i Relations promoting strengthened Israeli- · 
Diaspora ties through .the ne,,. AJC Center. 

March 8. 1985 (Revised to i nclude changes . suggested at April 11_, meeting. ) 
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The Honorable 
John Heinz 
United States Senate 
washington , DC 20510 

Dear Senator Heinz: 

.April 22, 1985 

·' 

I was prjvileged to be pr.esent at_ the . Banking, . Housing and 
Urban Affairs Committee hearing on the morning of Tuesday, April 
16th, presided over by yourself when yot; and some .o .f you.r Senate 
colleagues made statements and when Senators Kennedy and weicker 
gave evidence. Permit me to address you . not only on the issues 
hefore your Committee, but also on the Ofher bills whi.ch are 
pending before your Senate as they are relevant towards the issue 
on w h i ch I w o u 1 d l i k e · to m a k ~ . m y s u b m. i s s i o ~ s. 

Firstly, I believe that ·there is as you yo~r.se.lf drew 
attention to, a distinction between measures which are directed 
against the Government of South Africa and those whi~h are 
directed against the country and its people. There appears to ~c 
in the minds of m~ny people, (and I may say that thjs clearly 
does not apply to you), a confusion as to what is against 
apartheid and what is a_gainst South kfrica and its people. 

What South Africa needs is education, jobs, and an 
improvement in . the quality of life of its Black people. Anytl)ing 
which inhibits growth in .our economy will hinder the process of 
peaceful reform. History shows that economiF advancement 
inevitably leads to greater political rights and makes the 
process of political change .much easier. South Africa does not 
need more unemployment, polarization, and processes leading to 
violence. If I may submit for your consideration the fo~lowing: 
The issues should not be whether apartheid is good Qr bad, but 
how does one get rid of a .partheid? And secondly, what should be 
s u b s ti tu te d in, i ts p lace ? To the t w o i s s u es one mu st a d d the. 
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following questions: (1) are the means of change to be violent 
or peaceful, (2) what would and what should be the nature of the 
system after change (3) in whose sphere of influence would South 
Africa be .after chan·ge and I use the term "sphere of influence'' 
in its broader ~ense as meaning either the West or ·East block. 

. . 
I believe that like .mvself you who · would like to see an end 

I . 
to apartheid and whereas it is clear that the actual change will 
have to come about as a result of the efforts of the South. 
African people and the problems o( South Africa must . be solved by 
i t s o w n p e o p 1 e , t h i s d o es· n o t i n m y v i e w • m e an t ha t o t he r s w i t h i n 
the Unit~d States or elsewhere may not or should not . expr~~s : 
their views or make their awn value judgements on systems of · 
government in other countries. 1· also bel .iev~ that like myself 
you are commited to peaceful processes. I for one am oppose d to 
v i o 1 e n c e h a v i n g b e e n t h r o u g h a w a r a n d s e.e n v i o le n c e • t o m e i t i s 
utterly abhorrent. 

· In s·o far as the nature of the system a -fter the change is 
con.cerned, .. our party the Progressive Fede:ral Party, believes tr.nt 
ii mu st ·be a d em o c r a ti c s y st em i n w h i c h a 1 1 ·of S o u th A fr i c a' s 

· people part··icipine and that re:: mu··st' come about after a ·process o f 
negotiation · culminating in a national convention. In · so far as 
the place of the future South- Africa is conce·r .ned, ·we are 
commi"ted to · s ·eeing· that while it maintains its independence and 
d e t e r rn i n es i t s o w n d e s t; i ·n y , i t s p l !'l c e i s in t h e r ? n k s o f t h e 
nations with ~estern values and that its great resources 
includ_ing its minerals, should be available not only for its o~n 
people, but by the ·benefication of such resources and its ~xports 
be available to the people of the \\est. During my s'hort visit to 
the United States, I have unfortunately been brought under the 
impr~ssion that there appears to be a tendency in some quarters 
for the ·deb'ate to take the form that ~hose who do not support 
disinvestment must ~utomati~ally be regarded as supporting 
apartheid and therefore racists, whereas in my view the debate 
should be focused o·n the real issues I have set out abo ve. 
Opposing disinvestment does not mean that one is a racist, the 
very contrary is · the case. The process of change having started 
in Sou th Africa, economi c and· poli ti ca 1 advance~ en t need · as 
experience demonstrates go together and one needs greater 
economic growth inorder to. enable this to occur. I would ask you 
to consider an alternative method to combat apartheid namely i n 
that instead of there be:i .ng less investment in South Afti:ca that 
there should · be greatei ·irivestment in South Africa. 1hat 
investment by U~ited · Sta·t~s firms in our country should be 
encouraged perhaps ·eve·n by incentives of a ·tax ·nature provide d 

. " 
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that at least some of their profits are directed specificall y 
towards the i!Dprovement of the standard and qual~ty of ' life . of 
the Black people . and in particular towa~ds their education and 
their training. Obviously the obligation to provid~ these 
services. rests up.on the South African people as a ·whoi.e, b .ut · o~r 
resources are limited, our cap,city to grow economic~lly is 
limited·, particularly haying regard to the time span "'ithin whi.ch 
change should take pl?ce. · Assis.tance to qo ' t:-his would.· not . only 
be d e s i r ab 1 e b u t n e c es s a r y i f th e p r o b 1 e m s a re · t . o be s o l v e d 
within .a relat;!..vely short time . 

Opposi~ion to aparth~id in South Af~~ca has not be~n lim i ted 
to a few individµals nor to any particular g._roup but . many 
thousands of South Africans have over . many years consistentl y 
stood up · to be counte.d in their· objection _to discrimination .on 
grounds of color or race. Different people have chosep d~j~erent 
paths to express their views . . My 'colleagues . in t .he Progressi\•e 
Fe de r a 1 P a r t y an d I ch o s e t o d o s o th r o u g h t ~ e . m e di u m· o f 
Parliamentary opposition .and our voices h.ave b.een he·a,r.d on man y 
issues whether relating · to ci.vil rights, remova'i o~ .people, pass 
laws, migrant labor, citizenship, opposition to the h.omela~ds 
poli~y. and much more. · So our credenti?ls on .opposition to 
apartheid, I believe, cannot.- be .. hr.ought in issue". \{e are · 
however, as I pointed out, commited to peaceful chan.ge. what ha .s 
been built up in South Africa in ~uman ind material· resources· and 
wealth should not be destroyed in the process of change but . 
should rather be available fDr all its people. 

For your infbrmatio~ ~ copy of a letter which was addresse d 
by the Chairman of our Party to Senator Edward Kennedy when he 
was recently in South Africa and my own short curriculum ~itae 
are attached . for your information. 

I f u 11 y u n d e.r st a n d th e d ~ s i re of· y o u r co 11 e a g u es an d 
yourself to make statements on your value standards. I - fully 
appreciate th~ role that the United States plays in global 
politics, but I am confident that a legislature of ~he standing, 
experience and ability which .yours has will before ii acts, 
address itself to all t~e issues including those which I have 
sought to raise. Should you wish to rece·ive from me a more 
detailed view on our. alternative proposals or any facts relatin s; 
to our economy in par.ticµlar the need for jo.b creation, I would 
be very happy to submit them to you on request. 

HS/pmf 
Att.achments 

Yours sincerely, 

Harry Schwarz, M.P. 

.- -· 
. .. .. 



Senator ~dward Kennedy, 
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Cace 7:·.m. 

Dea: Senate: ~enr.e<iy, 

. P.O. BOX 147' 

~ToWH 8000 

lOt.~ January, 1985. 

r ~r.:.:e :o :ou =ot:..~ zec~use or =:rt =once.r:l ~or -:..~e people of 
my eeunt:-/ ;mci i:,ecause of -:.~e qreae res-ceC'"!: I have :or .1.our-
!.a ee : r::i:..":.er ~ober": ... who· I lc:ri~w' aha: "..,it:.; ··.,ho:n i:: w.as associaeed 
ci:!:.:.::; ::J.s ·1i.s;.: -:~ Seu-;.:-. ~=:.c:i. ! :mo•., "::.at :cu :or.are :<:!'/ 

· r es::ec: :::= ·1our :.aee :::roe..":.er ~ci "::.at vou sha:e ~~s care anci 
ccn~e~ :or ;,_":.e ~~cii_"ii4~1 ·.:i~ :>ei..~q:. • 

,, 
: ::-ec.il: -:..":.e ·.,crcis ·-·:.ie 'used

0 

.:..n !tis sensi:f.·.re, ye-:.. coweti::.l adci:ess 
~~ c.:i.;e :'cwn ... .,ay ~c;~ . ii! j~fi! :.96~ • . . . 

... • . 

"We s1:and hertt · in ~e ~e of freedom. AC :.!le he&r'! .of 
t!:ae ;.iesce~··:;:-e~cim an~ democ;~C"! is :..~e oelf.ei t.":.at 
e.":.e ~"ldi:ririllal ::4n, ::.'le c.~::! :n: ~d. is ~~e ~uc:!".s~cne · . . . 
o:: ·1a.i. ue. a.nc ill: : soc.;e.c-1, group·s , ~~e sea te , ~:.st :or 
~s :e.neti:. ·· 

I sha.l.! e_~ :o avoid adding . to t..~e ic&l.ei~oscope of views, 
i.m;lress1ons • int:er?recai::.ons· "."hie:.~. have b~ pul: :o you d~:.nq· 
your :ev !l~..:.c days. k Sout::i. Af=~ca~ R.&e..~er wil.:. ! ~'! 
r:ll! cc:m11ene.s ea ~e- vi_l:a.lly .impor-_;ui; issue of" & "se..-;n:eqy ~or 
a.Ciev::.nq :unciUenca.l. c:ban9e · a.way · fra= ~~..h.eid . in souc. Af::-ica·. 

In :elation to the :astU.o~q ~d imPlemerieat.::.on of suc!l a. 
s1::aeeqy t!len: 

l. T!:e Scut!l Af=ic:an scicieey l,s noe a static one in whic:..1. 
t"Jo :icnoli ~'lie. group's ~ one black, ~e other white - are 
loc.~ed i.nto UnYl.':!l.di."lq. and =>~a.l con:C:ic-::: . 

~e Sou'Cll ~::.:3.11 socieey is an ~volvl..-iq; ch.a.nqi.Jlq one 
where, ~ spl.'!e of .-:.'le poJ.l.cy of t:he ~ae.:.onalist Government: 
anci :.~e :est:=ie':i ve ia~s oi a~ar-:::..~eJ.d, c:.hanqes a.way !=azi 
acar-..:.e1d i.n ~e di.:ee":ion of a qreater shar::...:lq .:...:i soc:..il. 
!:l~nefits, economic oppo~mity and even ?Oli~cal :;ower 
are const!3nt.!."! -=akinq place. I share :.11:..'l :a.any :ell.cw 
Sout!: .\f=.:..ca.ns ':.!le !:use..1eion a~ :..~e sl.owness a.nd :.~e 

uneveness oi ·-~"le pace 4l: :.rhic.."l ~"lese c;'lanqes are caki.=q 
:>lace. I am conc'e=ned: . that 2nv o:C ~~ese 'orqa.nJ.c ' and 
fu."ldament.:li c.'lanqe~a" in -~ .soc:i~ey are :lot reflec-:::ea cir 
ac::::mmoda ted ~ the, laws o!;' c:;on~t:,i tut.i ona.l. s t--uC:-:.i:e s : · 

Neve.r-...!lel.ess t!us <Jro~dS\'ieli of f orces for ·c.iu.nqe is :!iere .. 
and is gat:!leri..'lCJ :m:imentum and is s~inq to ma.Ke its impaci: 
!el~ on :be ~l.icies and se:-.ic:-=ures of apar-..heid. 

2/ .•• ~ - • 
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A sll!ple Ul.usttation of the •orqanic' - if not: staeutory 
shift in relevance and impor"!ance ~t !las :\OW ea)ten place 
in :he Sout:h Af:ican society is t.he difference in t:he 
charac-:er of Bobby's vl.sit to souC1 Africa in 1966 and 
your vi.sl.t here in 1985 . 

Bobby and you Star=eg !;~m o:."'l.e Sa.t:le oase, you snared a 
ccmccn ;:n.:..!.=isopny, you came · . .ii t~ a si::i .:ar cc j ec-::. ·re . 
!n l.966 ::o::::::::y ' s visi.: ·,.tas !!ssen:.:.al::.r a •·,,n:.:e ' ::me :.:\ 
•.o1h.:.c~ 3lac!-;s !.n. Sout:~ Af::.c3 ?layed a =elat:.·rely x...~cr 
::ole. 3ac!-: :...'l 1966 :oJhi:es seemed -:o ::epr2ser.t :ive:-.-me~~;l::t 

:..,e ::eali::.es of ~ol~~ic~l power ~d ~~o?"!ance :~ 5out:.~ 
Af::.ca. Not so in 1985. The charac-:e: of you: vl.si: 
::ei!ec:s ':."'l.e ::eali-:y of t:he g:cwi~q ;eley~ce . and ::isin9 
;ol~:.:.=ai i..=por~ince ot ~lack Sou-:.~ ~f:.:.cans :_'l sci:e of 
t:..":el.i" !!XC.!.:i~ion· ===r.i ·:."'l.e st~t'.!~::l~f .i.'lst:=-..:.:~nts of.- :;:oli~::a.!. 

·. " 
power. 

2. r= change away f::~ apar:..":eic is go~g :~ be aC::.:.eved wi~": 
the ~.;.::ru:: speed. and. :Oe ac:~mparu.ed ':sy :!:.e cu.n:..:iu:n of 
violence t:.ha.n . i~ will ba.ve :.o be achieved by the i:l~erac-...ion 
of forces •. 1o1ell.inq up inside South Afric:a. · While s~ernal 
fac-=ors are ··?:'~levant, and may at ti.mes !'lay ei":!ier ' a posi~ve 
or a :'legaci·re ::ole, :~d~ental c."iange • . l.:J::erat:.on, t!:e 
dismam:!..:..-:q of apar-:..":e!.d ; ":.":e reSt=".!C':".U'!:.q ~f a :leW SOC!.e'=°J:~ 
based on ~w::an :reeaom and i.ndividua.l l..i!:er-=-1 - cal: i~ 
wha~ you ~ill - cannot ~~ i:lposed !::im ou1:.Side. It :nuSt 
take place inside Sou1:!1 Ur:.c:a and :ust be ac:h.i.eved ~ 
the ac:u.ons of souc li:::.-:i.cans for:.:·sout."i ·Afr:..C2n5. 

... 

Any actem91: :rom oucside Sout.":. A.f:~ca to coiu:::.Wta to 
siqn.i!.i.cant ~ fu.ntiamana.i chaiiqe inside Souc!i Africa · ·:· · 
must · be directed tc:i Sl::enq1:.'leninq the forces . ancl ac:ceiera~"lq· 
t."'l.e process. of. peaceful fuildamenu.i c:li&nqe wic!ii.u t:!le ·beefy 
of the soue."1 Afr:.can soei.eey. Ac-:.empu i:o · impos'e cbanqe · 
from outside - as opposed co ac-:~s to se.renqc!ien.inq 
t.":.e forces ·workinq for peaceful fundamental c:hanqe wit.b..i:l 
Sout!i Africa - will :lOC acc:eletate :he ?recess of change 
but increase the teccer of conf.!..i~ and :he level of violence 
in Sout:h 1\£=!.ca ·• niis ,' \:/it.'l ~.sast:o~s COllSequenc:es, :lot 
only for t.he people of Soutil Afr:.ea, but :or t.:e concept 
of ~ freedom and individual l.i!:>er:y .:.n :.'lis c:or:\er 
of t.'le qlobe. 

3. ~ere ue a var:.ety of f~rces for c:.'la.nge aperat.i.'lq in the 
sout.'l Afr.:..can soc:.ety ~ul: of :hese :."'l.e ::icsc ?!)cenc are 
undou.Ctedly ~ose generated. by eccnOmJ.C ~evelo~ent. 

I~ is t.'lese :orces th.at :have acc:~lerated -:.":.e ?recess of 
ur!lanl.S&t.:.on and shat:-:ered the QYi:..'1. oi ·verwoe.rcii.aA qra.nd 
apan:."'l.eid. It i s these force~ ~"'la.e have founded a ~ew 
sea.Dle black urban coi:mu.niey, and :creed a :iev upward :o.Dili.':J 
for 9lac:ks in educ:a.~on, in skµ.ls, in employ:ent, and 
led -:o t:he es-caDlishmenc of blac.'c ~ade 1.UUOllS , · and :uade · 
Blacks an increasinqly i.J:lporWC. par: of t:!le t:eta.l. c:cnsumer 
force . 

..' 
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It is the~e forces that have led to a million and one points 
of inter-racial eoncact and c:o:-operati.on in the econamic: 
if not l:.."le :political fields. 'It is these forces· that have made 
B,iacks more im.port:ant and more relevant and, in a. fundamenea..l 
way, more ~erful! 

These :orces have not yet ~ersuaded the Nationalist Gover.-.:n~nt 
to dist:tan.::e .t..li.e· st=uc-::-:.::e ;f· ap~r--"leid !::lu~ ':hey are star-i:ig 
to have an eroding ef!ec: on -:."le Naticnalists' con:idence 
+n t;."le ef!ic:ac-1 an<i -;he 11ia.Cil.i:7 of :.~ese s::-".:c:'.l:'es in 
a modern indust:ial Sou:.~ Af=~ca. 

These =~rces -are ma.ki.~g a cons-;ant and growL~q i..mpac: on 
th~ e."li."licing of ::nany whi<:e Sou~"l li:icans·. They have 
cer:a~~ly :nade ':."le leade:s of the free en:e~=~se busi~ess 
c=m:un~:y aware of :he ~rqen: need !c; !".l.~:ialnen:al change 

··awav ::::i apa.r:.~eid. 

It is ~"lese forces: i:."lat increase :."le econcnu.c :nuscle of 
blac~ Sou~~ lir~cans so tilat t;.li.ey are in a s::onger posi:ion 
to carqa.J.n for thei: rights and fight :or thei: l.il:leration. 
It i.s tnese forces tll4t promote peacef'.il. ~qe from witi'..l.ll 

Sou~"l. Af'rl:~a that z:zust be stren~ene<i and encouraged. 

As you le.new full. well. t..':lere:.are· no,. quaran~ees of suc::e'ss· in 
po.ii~cs. But :. am convl.nced .. th.<i:~ ~e route :'llcs: likely to 

. ' .. . ,; , ;, f ·• .. J) . . , • 

produce tile ear.!.iest and :nest "!W1dlieiital c:."la.nqe away from 
apar:.~eid is t..~e route of accelerace<i economic: development 
in Sout..~ Afi:.ca. 

As one who ·cares for this country and .. is aware of your concern 
·for people, ~e4: liberties and '!he conditions under ~hic!1 
they live, I ask .you to give ser:iqus thcuqhi: to the views I 
~ve expressed co yqu in this let~er. 

I know that ·the human aspect: of whac you have seen and heard 
in sou~ 1\f:~c:a will nave !IML~e a 4eep .impres~ion on you. I 
lcncw ·coo Chae you will face ciany conflic-:inq incereses when 
you recurn co your own ccun1:--y. In a life where many decisions 
are difficult and tough and often require qreac quali~ies of 
percep1:ion and of courage, I t--ust ti'.ac you will dec~de ~o 
use your ~alencs to assist the people of Sout.~ .Africa in a 
positi~e way and that you will do ncl:..~i..~g ~o damage or ·retard 
·the prQcess of peacef"..ll and fundament_al ·e!lange in my count--y. 

Colin .Eglin, M.2. 
Na~cnal Chal...'""::lan · 
Proaressive Federal ?a~v. 
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Translation from Spanish from EL PAIS, 
Madrid, April 8, 1985 

SPAIN WILL ESTABLISH OFFICIAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL BEFORE 

JOINING THE EUROPEAN ECtiNOMIC COMMUNfTY ~ by I~nacio Cembrero, Beirut 

· The .ambas·sadors of the Arab countries in Madrid are ·considering that · 

Sp~irt . wili establish diplomat{~ relaii~n~ wi~h Is~~el during the current 

year, before Spain wi1l jo.in the EE~. That, accord_ing to a major 

~eport made public last M~rch -by o~e of the most influeritial ~ublications 
. _ . . · _ . . . · . . · . 1iJ e J'1'fvi-t 

related to the Middle East., .t~e. Lebanese 1f!agazine :Al Mustak~al (L~o-) 

which is published ·in Paris and usually reports the· positions of the 

moderate Arab countries. 

The authorofthe article, Abdul Karim Abulnasr ·mentioned in this piece reports 

from Arab amt;>assadors and 1J1ir.lutes· of meetings betwee.n the. King Juan· Carlos, 
. . 

. the : Pf~~iderif~ .Felipe Gonza1e~ and the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ferncfodo 

·~6.i-an·. 

"The non-recognition ·of Israel means for Spain an exception in relation 

to other Etiropean countries which were able . to have close relationships 

with both parties" (the Arabs and Israel).· 

. . 
"·

11secause of this, Spain should think one day to establish ·similar relation.s. 11
· 

Wi. ~h· these words, Gonzale~ answered to the Genera 1 Secretary of the Arab . 

League. the Tuni~ian~ Chadli Klibi. who visited him in Madrid. 

· BJB/4/30/85 
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Espana establecera rel2ciones con 
Israel antes del ingre§o en la CEE 

IGNACIO CEMBRERO. Beirut 
Los embajadores ilrabes acredita
dos en Madrid consideran que Es
paila establecera relaciones diplo
maticas con Israel este mismo 
ai'lo, antes de su ingreso en las co
munidades europeas. segun un lar
go informe dado a conocer el pasa
do mes de marzo por una de fas 
publicaciones mas influyentes en 
Oriente Pr6ximo, la revista libane
sa Al Mustakbal (El Futuro). edita
da en Paris y que refleja los puntos 
de vista de los paises arabes mo
derados. 
· El periodista Abdul Karim 
Abulnasr cita informes de embaja-

dores arabes y actas de encuentros 
del rey don Juan Carlos, Felipe 
Gonzalez y Fernando Moran ccn 
responsables arabes. ·El no reco
nocimiento de Israel constituye 
para Espai'la una excepci6n en re
laci6n a los demas paises eu
ropeos. que han conseguido man
tene: estrechas relaciones ct;>n ar.i

bas part.es" (la arabe y la israeli). 
.. Por todo esto", anadi6, .. Espai'la 
podria pensar un dia eh establecer 
relaciones similares". Con estas 
palabras textuales contest6 Gon
zalez ai secretario general de la 
Liga Arabe, el tunecino Chadli 
KJibi, que le visit6 e.n Madrid. 

EL PAIS, Junes 8 de abri1 de 1985 
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AllanzaPopular 

PRESIDENTE 

Mr. Jacobo KOVADLOFT 
Director South American Affairs and · 
Spanish Media 
The American Jawrish Cornmitee 
165 East 56 Stre~t 
New .York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Sir: -

Genova. 13 
Telf.:419 20 'Z1 - 419 40 08 

Madrid.- 4 

Madrid, 15'. q~ · abril, 1985 

. APR 2 5 198§/1 
/ ' 

I acknowledge receipt of the American Jewis9/~itee's 
/ I report, as well as your friendly letter. 

Sincerely yours, 

I 
I 

i 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

i 
I 
I 
f 

I 
Manuel Fraga Iribarne 

JC/jt 
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date: Jan~ 16, . 1985 

ta: 
from: 

Alan Kagadan, David Harris, Gary Rubin, Harold Applebaum 

Joyce Galpern 

. . . 

re .: Anti-apartheid A~tivity in Pittsburgh 

Last year "Pitt~burghers Against Apartheid," through a series · . of 
demonstrations, succes.sfully prevented · ;the establishment of an honorary ·South 
African consulate in ·Pittsburgh·;, ·.The p~cketing· group is led by the President of 
the local school boa~d. His wi.fe is a well .known Black activist and radical · \olho 
is ·pro-PLO. It also includes · a radical leader from the NAACP, several radical 
Jewish members of the· Jew Jewish· Age_nda·; and @25 other . people. Neither the Urban 
League or the major leaders of the NAACP (with whom we have had a coalition the 

· past year} have been on the picket lines, but they have told us that they strongly 
su~port the action and the group. 

This year the group has begun a concerted campaign of picketing local 
merchants who sell .. . Kl;'µggerands~ The ~yor has supported their efforts, and two 
large def>artment stores have, as a result, agreed to stop selling Kruggerands. 
The· group has been unsucceasful thus. far with smaller coin dealers, among ·.whom is 
a Mr~ Weitz, who has become the primary target of the weekly picketing. 

When Mr. Weitz was targeted·; a : representative of 0 Pi ttsburghers Against 
· Apa.rth~id" contacted . the Pittsburgh chapter of A.JC and the ·--.CRC of the loc~ll 
Federation to join the picket line. Both groups declined. We th~n were called by 

· · a friend · ir. the Black corrmunity and told that because Mr. Weitz was publicly and 
arrogantly refusing to stop selling ·Kruggerands, the issue was beginning to be 
seen in the Black c~nity as a Black-Jewish problem • . 

AJC RESPONSE: A board member who is related to Mr. Weitz did contact him to 
explain the corrmuni ty relations · problem, and request that ··-h.e handle· his public 
statements more judiciously. He subs~uently ran a letter to the editor, s tating 

· his . opposition to apartheid but explaining why he. did not feel that stopping the 
· sale of Kruggerands would help the situation in South Africa. 

We · were under considerable pressure from the Black community, including _ 
friends in our coalition from the Urban League and NA.~CP, to join the picket line. 
our board decided .· that we should do everything possible to publicly condemn 

apartheid arid help raise public consciousness. But we explained to Black leaders 
that it was nei~er national policy, nor A.JC style to engage -in economic boycotts.· 

.. . . -. . ! i. 

300 S. Craig St., Suite 224, Pittsburqh_. PA 15213 41?./nR~-7Q?7 
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we felt that we did not need to be forced into a position we were not comfortable 
with for the sake of our coalition, but that we should firmly and politely explain 
that: !)different groups must be allowed to engage in the type of activity they 
felt most effective, 2)that the litmus test not be that we join an activity 
another group was committed to, and 3)that there was division whether economic 
measures would help or hurt Black South Africans. We made the point that just 
because the merchant involved was Jewish, we did not feel that it was thus a 
aa1ack-Jewish 11 issue, and we would not make that kind of sweeping assumption if 
one member of the Black community was engaging in an activity we opposed • 

. Finally, we began to undertake a series of other types of activities to 
demonstrate our concern about the issue. These entailed: publicizing the national 
activity of Bookie and Andy in Washington against the embassy (we ,POinted out the 
difference in picketing an embassy versus an individual merchant); we sent a 
letter to all of the ·rabbis asking that they speak out against apratheid in 
conjunction with Martin Luther King's birthday; we may be organizing · an 
inter-faith sabbath for Christians and Jews to speak out against apartheid; we are 
issuing our own news release, substituting our local president's name for How?rd 
_Friedman's; we have sent articles on the Ethiopian rescue to .the local Black press 
(tangential, but it answers the charges that Israel is a racist society, and 
blunts the arguments about Israel's trade with South Africa); we used the forum of 
a Black-Jewish clergy meeting· following a Martin Luther King service to discuss 
the issue with the Black clergy (the catholic Church has a position similar to 
ours and explained why they do not publicly come out against divestment): we are 
organizing a Rabbinic-Black Clergy dialogue in _conjunction with the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews; we are bringing the issue up at the next 
meeting of our own Black-Jewish dialogue. 

As Harold Applebaum and Gary Rubin suggested, there are a number of other 
activities that can be engaged in to den:>nstrate that this is an issue that we are 
concerned about, but that does not force us to follow the agenda of a group_ with 
them we are not comfortable forming a coalition. 

. .. . ..,. -
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date March 21, 1985 

to Leo Nevas, Chaipnan, International Affairs Commission 

from Merritt Yoelin, Chairman, Portland Chapter 

subject SOUTH AFRICA: AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE POLICY 

At a meeting of the Executive Committee qf the Portland 
Chapter of the American Jewish Committee, on March JS, 1985, 
the following resolution was proposed and adopted: 

The Board of Directors of the Portland Chapter 
of the American Jewish Committee has expressed 
its desire to support Oregon Bouse Bill 2001. 
We recognize that this is not possible in view 
.of the 1984 National Executive Council resolution 
on South Africa. 

Therefore, we request the appropriate national 
committee to review its policy as quickly as 
possible in view of the pending Oregon 
legislation. 

MY:mlb 

cc: David Gordis 
Harold Applebaum 

\/Marc Tanenbaum 
David Harris 
Western Regional Advisory Board 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

-
date March 21, 1985 .· , 

to Western Regional Advisory Board 

from Merritt Yoelin , Chairman, Portland Chapter 
Executive Committee, Portland Chapter 

subject RESOLUTION: SOUTH AFRICA 

WHEREAS, House Bill 2001 has been introduced into the Oregon 
House of Representatives, introducing disinvestment ·and 
divestiture proceedings against South Africa: and · 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Portland Chapter of 
the American Jewish Committee has indicated its desire to 
support HB 2001; and 

WHEREAS, the position of the American Jewish Committee, as 
stated at the National Executive Council meeting in Chicago, 
November, 1984, does not include consideration of such eco
nomic sanctions; and 

WHEREAS, the Portland Chapter, desiring a change in AJC 
policy to allow the chapter to support HB 2001, has re
quested a review of national policy on this issue by the 
International Affairs Commission. 

• 
Be it here resolved that the Western Regional Advisory Board 
of the American Jewish Conunittee join with the Portland 
Chapter in its request for a review of national policy on 
disinvestment and divestiture in South Africa. 

MY:mlb 

cc: David Gordis 
Harold Applebaum 

'-Marc Tanenbaum 
David Harris 
Neil Sandberg 
Ernest Weiner 
Bonnie Feinman 
Hinda Beral 
Joan Tamis 
Barbara Hurst 
Diane Steinman 
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-. 63rd OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBL Y-J 98S Regular Session . . ... ·.· .. 

House Bill 2001 
Sponsored by Represcn~tives CARTER. BAUMAN, BURTON, CEASE, EACHUS. FAWBUSH, GOLD, J. HILL L HILL 

HOOLEY, HOSTICKA, MASON, McCRACKEN, WHITTY, Senators HENORIKSEN, McCOY, WYERS. FADELEY 
(at the maucst of.Oregon Rainbow Organizing Committee; Ponlanders Orga.nized for South Africa·s Frttdom: Black 
Student. Union of the University of Oregon; Student Bar Association, Black and Asian Law Studerit Assocation. 
Associated Students of the University of Oregon; Graduate Teaching Fellows Federation of the University of Ottgon 
(Local 3544 of the AFL-CIO); Oregon Assembly for Black Affairs) 

SUMMARY 

The following summary is not prepared by the sponsors of the measure and is not a pan of the body thereof subject to 
consideration by the Legislative.Assembly. It is an editor's briefstatcment of the essential feat um of the measure as introdilced. 

Defines excluded countries as those practicing apartheid. · 
Prohibits new investment of Public Employes' Retirement Fund, Industrial Accident Fund and short term 

funds in firms doing business in excluded countries.: .Prohibits state' deposits in banks maki'ng new ioans to such 
countries. Directs prudent divestment of present investments in excluded firms within two years. Prohibits 

· public contract with·.person.s who trade with or invest in excluded countries. Prohibits expenditure. of public 
funds for travel in excluded countries. 

De<;lares emergency, effective on passage. 

' .. A BILL FOR AN ACT 

Relati~g .to state iJvestments; and declaring·an emerg~i:lcy. 
Be Ir Enacted by the People or the State or Oregon: 

. · SECTION J. (I) The Legislative Assembly condemns the apartheid .policies of.the Republic of South Africa 

and of Namibia. 

(2) The Legislative Assembly finds that apartheid is a system oflegalized racial segregation and' economic 

and political expioitation of 18 million black South Africans and Namibians tha1' 

(a) Denies the right to vote to black citizens. 

(b) Forces fam~!ies to separate when a parent ob{ains work in a white area. 
. . 

(c) Forces all black citizens 16 years of age or older to carry a passport that indicates the district to which the 

citizen is eonfined. 

.(d) Allocates 87 percent of the land to whites that make up 16 percent of the population, but.only 13 percent . . 

to black citizens· who make up 72 percent of the population. 

(e) Forces removal of over two million black citizens to so-called "homelands" where the infant mortality · 

rate stands at i40 per 1,000 in comparison to 12 per 1,000 for the balance of the population. 

(0 Invest~ over IO times per pupil in white childre!l'S education as in black children's; 

(g) Does not allow black workers to strilce or engage in collective bargaining. 

(3) The Legislative Assembly further finds: 

(a) The law of apartheid in the Republic of South Afric~ and in Namibia enforces a social, political and 

.economic structure which institutionalizes inequality solely based on race • . 

(b) The apartheid system is absolutely abhorrent to the fundamental principles of human rights and 

standards of justice and individual freedom . 

SECTION 2. As used in this section: 

SOTE: Matter in bold face in an amended section is new; matter [italic arid bracknetfj is existing law to be omitted. 
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HR 2001 i . . ..... :.: 

( J) ~ Apanheid'' means any of the following acts committed for the purpose of establishing and maintaining 

domination by one racial group of persons over any other racial group of persons and systematically oppressing 

them: 

(a) Denial to a me~ber or members ofa racial group or groups of the right to life and liberty of person: 

(A) By murder of members of' a racial group or groups; 

(B) By the.infliction upon the members ofa racial group or groups of serious bodily or mental harm by the 

infringement of their freedom ol'.dignity, or by subjecting them to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
~ . . 

treatment or punishment; or . 

(C).By arbitrary arrest and i'll~al impri~nment of the members ofa racial group or groups;. · 

(b) Deliberate imposition on a racial group or .groups of living conditions calculated to cause its or their 

physical destruction in whole or in pan; 

- (c) Any· legislative measures and oiher measures calculated to prevent a racial group or groups from 

participation in the politi.cal, social, economic and cultural life of the country and ·the deliberate creation of 

. conditions preventing the full development o~such a group or groups, in particular by denying to members ofa 

racial group.or groups basic human ~ghts ~nd freedoms, including the right to work, the right to form recognized 
. . 

trade unions. the right to education, the right to ieave and to· return to their country, the right to a nationality, the 

right to freedom ofmo".~ent and residence. the right to freedom of.opinion and_ expression and the right to 

freedom of peaceful asse~bly and association; 

(d) Any measures. including legis~ativc measures, designed to divide the population along racial lines by th_e 

creation of separate reserves and ghettos for the ~embers of a racial group or groups, the prohibition of mixed 

marriages among members of various racial' groups, the expropriation of landed property belonging to a racial . 

_group or groups or to members thereof; · 

(e) Exploitation of the labor of the members of a racial group or groups in particular by submitting them to 

forced labor. and . 

<0 Persecution of organizations and pe_~ons by depriving them of fundamental rights and freedoms because 

they oppose apartheid. 

(2) ~Excluded bank .. means· any depository bank or depository, as defined in ORS 295.005, which makes or 

participates in making any_ loan to a government, govemmentai agency or quasi-public agency of any excluded 

country after the effective date of this 1985 Act, as determined by the procedure described in this 1985 Act. 

(3) ··Excluded country" means any na.tion or international territory ruled by the system ofapanheid. 

(4) .. Excluded firm'· means any business organization which conducts.business in any excluded country. as 

determined by the pr~edure described in this 1985 Act. 

(5) .. Subject investment funds" means: 

(a) Public Employes' Retirement Fund described in ORS 237.271; 

. (b) Industrial Accident Fund de.scribed in ORS 656.632; 

(c) The Common School Fund; 

(d) The Oregon War Veterans' Fund; or 

(c) Funds in the custody of the State Treasurer that are not required t°. meet current demands . 

. ~ECTION 3. (I) The State Treasurer shall prepare and report to the public annually ~ list of excluded 

countries. excluded banks and excluded firms. Banks or firms proposed to be. listed as excluded shall be so 

notified in writing ;ind shall be given a COP):' of this 1985 Act. Sixty days after the mailing of such notice. such 

( 2) 

. : . ·· .. ;~ .. · . . ·. 
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banks or firms shall· become excluded banks or firms unless the State Treasurer h._s received from the bank ~r 

firm an affidavit as follows: 

(a) In the case of a bank. that the bank has not made or participated in the making of any loan to a 

government. governmental agency or quasi-public agency of any .excluded country after the effective date of this 
. . 

1985 Act . . ·, 

(b) In the case of a firm, that the firm, taken together with its subsidiaries, parents and affiliates .. has no 

cmployes in any excluded country, produces no earnings from operations in any excluded country and invcst,s no 

funds in any form. in any exclµded country. 

(2) Subject investmer:tt funds in the.custody of the ~tate Treasurc·r shal.1 not be deposited in any excluded 

bank. 

(3) Subject investment funds shall not be invested ir:i any excluded firm unless th.e State Treasurer personally · 

or by authorized designee certifies in each instance· that failure to make the investment in the exclu_ded firm 

would cause specifically identi.fied immediate fii:iancial loss to the subject investment fund. 

(4) Any investment of a subject investment fund held in an excluded firm on the effective date of this 1985 

Act shall be prudently divested within two years unless the State Treasurer personally or by .authorized designee 
,• 

cenifies in each instance that failure to retain the investlT!ent in . the excluded firm would cause spccificall)· 

identified immediate financial loss to the subject investment fund. 

(S) The State i;reasurcr shall report all investments in excluded firms to the public annually. 

SECTION 4.Sections 2 and-3 of this Act are added to and made a pan of ORS chapter 293. 

SECTION s: Section 6 of this Act is added to and made a part of OR.S 279.011 to 279.061. 

SECTION 6. No public contracting agency shall enter into any public contract, including a personal service 

contract. with any person who trades with or invests in an excluded country, as defined in section 2 of this 1985 

Act.· 

SECT.ION 7. No public funds of the state or any political subdivision shall be expended on travel expenses 

of any public officer or employe to an excluded country, as defined in section 2 of this Act. 

SECTION 8. This Act being necessary for the immediate preserv~ti_~!l of the public peace, health and safety. 

an emergency is declared to exist, and this Act takes effect on its passage . 

• 

(3) 

·.·- ---.- ·----·-,.·------·- ··- --~·-· · ... ·· · .. ---. ·-. --:·.~ .- .... · .. -........... _ .... . . . 
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PRESENTATION TO .THE NJCRAC PLENUM, SMf FRANCISCO, .CALIFORNIA 
February 18, 1985 

by. Dav id A. Harris 
Deputy D

1
irector 

lnternationai Relations Depd~tment 
American Jewish Committee 

The American Jewish Committee ldst issued a stdterilent on dpdrtheid in South 
Africa in 1977. Why, . then, did we choose, in 1984, . to review various policy 
alternatives 'dnd to issue a new stdtement on th~ .. subject of South Africa? . 

There are a 11umber of explanations. First, there has been a rapidly 
changing_ situation in South Africa. You will _recdll thdt in November 1983, d 
new cons ti tut ion t 'o part id lly enf rdnch ise Coloreds and ln_dians passed dmong 
white vot.ers by a mar:gin of nearly 2-1. Nearly d year later, in September 1~84, · 
the new str'uctu['e,. including a tricdmeral legislature, went into effect. In 
response to this and other develo"pnents, Black t9wnsh i ps erupted and well more 
thari 100 people were killed, there were many arrests, and property ddffiage WdS 

extensiv~. Tens of thousands of school children begdn boycotting the school 
system. This was followed later in the fall by the much-publicized drrests ot 

. nine black trade u~ton an~ political leaders. Protests ~quick~y gre~ in the 
United Stdtes in front of the South African Embassy . in Washington, the Mission 
in New York, and other points of South African diplomacy and commerce in the 
United States. To quote a producer of the ABC- TV progrcm '.'Nightline," . South 
Africd has become an "ascending issue" for the American news media. 

Second·, during the 98th Congress . (1983-1984) there was a flurry of legis
lative activity .• Perhaps _ best known is the Soldrz Bill which has three main 
components: · a) legal imposition. of fair employment standdrds on American 
companies operating in South Africd; b) prohibition against American bdnks 
making loans to the South African . gdvernment, except io educationdl, housing, _ 
and health facilities on a non-discrimin.Hory bds"fs; a_nd c) a ban on the 

·importation of Krugerrands. 

There were other leg isl.at iv e proposals dS well. · Representative· William 
.. Grdy of Pennsylvania proposed a ban on new investments by U.S. companies in 
South Afr1ca. Representative Howard Berman of Cali fotnid sought the prohibition 
of sales to South Africa of military and police equipment and restrictions on 
the sale o~ computers. Representative. Julian Dixon, also of Californi_a, so~ght 
to impose restrictions on International Monetary Fund lending to South Africd. 
Indeed; the Dixon proposdl did become law in modified form. The other legis
lative initiatives pdssed the House of Representatives but died with the impdsse 
over the Export Administration Act. The advent of the 99th Congress dugurs 
further legislative efforts to impose economic s.dnctions on South Africd with a . 
number of -bills having dlreddy been introduced in both houses of Congress dnd 
many more in prospect • 

.. . . . .. ~. 
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Third, the 1984 presidentidl bid of Rev. Jesse Jdckson dlso served to focus 
incredsed dttention on the issue of South Afri.cd, dS did the dWdrqing of the 
Nobel Pedce Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu in the fdll of 1984. This dWdrd gdve 
much publicized platforms to Bishop Tutu to dddress the mordl dnd ethicdl 
repugndnce shdred by much of the civilized world with regdrd to the rdcist 
system of dpdrtheid in South Africa. 

Fourth, the .incredsing dttempts . to reconcile 9i fferences dnd re-estdblish 
alliances among Americdn blacks dnd Jews in recent months' hds dlso served to 
focus attention on the South African issue . Many Americdn Bldck !edders refer 
to South Africd dS "their Isrdel ," dnd hdve asked of Americdn Jews the Sdme 
understdnding dnd support for the Struggle· dQdinst the .white supr'em~:lCiSt reglme .. 
in Pretorid as American Jews dSk of Bldcks concerning · support for Isrdel. 

. As a result of this ch<lnging political · context,. many of our members urged 
that AJC formulate d new policy stdte~ent on the subject o~ South Africd to 
reflect recent developments dnd growing concern. Simultdneously, pressure hdd 
been growing on our chapters dcros~ the country who dre incredsingly fdced with 
decisions dbout how to respond to ·d f lurLy of proposdls for divestiture of stock 
holdings by city councils dnd state legislatures; by cdlls for ·disinvestment by 
American compdni es; by growing protests dnd d emonstrdt ions· of a relatively 
broad spectrum of the community; by picketing of shops selling .·South Afr icdn 
gold coins; etc. Pressure was also coming from the Block community, to which I 
have alreddy referred, and from the Chrlstidn community , p~rts of which hdd long 
been concerned with the So'uth Africdn issue. And, of course, on the interna
tional scene, South Africa continued to be u major tdrget of attdck dt inter
ndti'ondl forums, often in company with Isrdel. In a speech to the U.N . on 
November 21, · 1984, ~sraeli Ambassador .Benjdmin· Net~nydhu, r..esponding to d 
Special Committee report, even hdd to refute the pre.poster.ous charge thdt Israel 
was the "wellspring of dpdrtheid." 

. In attempting to formuldte the .AJC position, we went through dn intensive 
process of deliberdtion dnd consultdtio.n. We met with officials from the Stdte 
Depal"tment, the Isrdel i Government, the" Europedn Economic Community, the 
AFL-CIO, the Afro-Ainericdn Institute, the Institute for Interndtiondl Educdtion , 
acddemic specialists on South Africd, and, as is dlwdys our prdctice, with Jews 
from the country concerned. In dddition, we gdve very Cdreful attention to the 
extensive l,iterature on the question of economic Sdnctions ·and their effective
ness, or ldck thereof, in recent history. 

In November 1984, we invited Helen Suzmdn , the founder of the Progressive 
Federdl Pdrty, the officidl opposition pdrty in South Af.ricd, to join us for our 
Nationdl Executive Council meeting in Chicdgo. Ms. Suzmdn, a Jew, hds long been 
a courageous advocate for democracy for all rdces in. South Africa dnd for d 
dismantling of the system of rdCidl sepdrdtion. In fdct, in 1983, she WdS 
nomindted, together with Bishop Tutu, for the Nobel Pedce Prize. She joined 
with us in three separdte· meetings in Chicdgo, dnd I think it would be useful 
to ql,lote at some length from thdt which she Sdid in one of . her speeches: 

"All of you here tonight are, I dm sure, dnxious to know 
what you, as Americans, cdn do to hdsten redl chdnge in 
South Africd -- to set it on the pdth towdrd a true demo
cratic society. 
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I wish I ·had the dnswer to this complicdted question -- for 
there dre severdl dSpects to be considered -- mordl . 
economic, punitive, reform -- dll interwoven. The mordl 
aspect is the simplest -- it is · ~ Vdlue judgment you hdve to 
make for yourselves, if, thdt is, the decision to disengdge 
or divest is envisdged dS d method of distdncing oneself 
from dny as·sociation .with the abhorrent system of dpdrtheid 

institutiondlized race discrimindtion -- to .put it simply 
-~ to keep one's hdnds clean. 

Such a course of act ion has a simple appedl. And so, too, 
. does d.·i sengagement with a view to its punitive effect. But 
it also does other things -- it rem.oves you from .d position 
of exercising any influence over . the · cour.se of future 
events. The vacuum created by ·U.S. disengagement would be 
filled by o.thers less concerned - with ['.eform. and the pace "of 
ct)ange - ·- . slow enough -in dll conscience - - would be even 
slower. 

There ar~ thos~ who believe that total economic collapse 
would f acilitat.e d Bldck revolution and Bldck · mdj"or ity rule. 
Such ~ course could only be ddVOGdted by people sitting 
safely thousands of miles dway, for d Bldck revolution would 
have no. chance of success, as anyone who knows dnything 
about the strength, ferocity, and competence of the South 

·. _African police and army wl.1.1 agree. The key to peacefUl 
chdnge in ~outh Afric<l lies, I believe, .in the opposite 
d irec_t ion "'"'""' in the ex pans ion of the economy, . in the 
increasing acquisition of skills d~ong Blacks, in increasing 
consum~r power among Blacks,. in d~yeloping '." economic muscle 
among Blacks, which . can be used' to demand socic:ll dnd 
political chdnge. And Western ndtions that urge reform . 
should ~tay in South Africa and ·use their influence to this 
end. Moreover, despite the gulf that ex 'ists between 
rhetoric - and prevdiling prdctice in humdn · rights, there dre 
internationdl codes of conduct with regdrd to such rights 
that hdve been widely established and accepted, albeit, 
reluctantly by some, as just and proper aims of humanity. 
Not even d superpower like the Soviet Union or a defiant 
smdll country like South Africa is comfortdb.le when. charged 
with infringement of these codes. The U.S. · must protest 
loudly against apartheid's outrageous violation .of human 
righ~s." · · 

I kno~ we all share in an unqualified condemnation of apartheid dnd all 
that it represenis, and we recognii~ the uniquely repugnant featur es of the 
le·gal iza tion of a system based on racial discrimindtion. We, at AJC, had been 
pe~iodically speaking out on the subject for 25 years or more, but, in effect , 
our statements ritualisticaily . condemned apartheid but went no further in 
recommending courses of · act ion to reform . the sy~tem . The issue before u~ in 
1984 was, therefor~, how we might go forward, that is, how ·we ini.ght design a 
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course of dCtion to dchieve our shdred godls of pedceful democrdtizdtion of the 
country dnd extension of civil _dnd politicdl rights to ~11 of South Africd's 
populdtion. 

At the same time,' however, there dre d number of difficult questions we 
have had to ask ourselves: 

000 H~w do we press for democratizdtion dnd yet, dt the sdme time: seek to 
preserve the secur .i ty of the 120 ,000 South Africdn Jews . who could find . th611- · 
selves in the middle of d potentfdlly combustible situdtion . in which thelr 
lives, and the lives of countless others, could be imperiled? 

oo.Oo we run t;he. risk"~ by becoming prominent in the dnti-dpartheid struggle in 
the West, of br ingi_ng harm to the Jewish community in . South Afr icd, which could 
·be·.the ·victim of reprisals by the white mi:n9rity government? ·· 

. . . 
000 How do we prevent a recurrence of the situation some ·15 yedrs agq when South 
Africd imposed restric.t;ions on the t.ransfer of funds by Jews to Isrdel in 
retaliation · for lsrael's. donation to the Organizdtion of ~frica~ ·Unity? South 
Af.rica' s· Jewish ·community is, per capitd, the second most.,. gen.~~Y>~s contributor 
to the United Israef Appeal • 

. ; 
000 And how do we deal with the issue of relations between South Africd and 
Israel? Al though the fdcts strongly suggest a rather minimdl economic rela-

. tionship between t~e two countries, the percept-Ion in many quarters is other
wise. Indeed, we should dll bear in mind thdt Isrdel's bildterdl · trade with 
South Africa represents 0.61 of South Africd's totdl trades ·rdnking Isrdel 
twentieth · in the list of South Afr icd' s trdding pdrtners , well behind the United 
Stdtes, Western ·Europe, Japan, Black Africd, the Ardb stdtes, dnd probdbly even 
the Soviet bloc members of COMECON. 

000 How do we d_ea-1 with the very re~l question of South Africa's -strdtegic .. dnd 
economic importdnce in the world? At the very southern tip of the Africdn 
conti"nent, and blessed with a wide variety of minerdls; the fact is thdt South 
Afr lea• s economic, geogrdphic·, dnd strategic importdnce .to the West ·remdins an 
issue that one simply cdnnot ignore? 

000 How do we seek to develop d position which wauld~ ·in fdct~ encourdge the kind 
of positive, if grddual, democrdticization of the country, rdther thdn hdving 
precisely the opposite effect, which would be to .credte ·d siege mentality dffiong 
the A(rikadners, the majority white populdtion? 

Those who do not understdnd the pdrticular psychology of the Afrikddners. 
who view themselves as white Africdns and whose r-oots on the continent go bdck 
severdl centuries, dnd who dssert d historic cldim to the ldnd on which they 
live, do not understdnd the e~trdordindry complexity of the situdtion. And 
those who think thdt punitive economic Sdnctions dQdinst South Afticd would 
necessdrily achieve tt:ie desired results, may not, dgain, underst<lnd either the 
make-up · of the Afr ikdaner population in pdrticular, or the_ resourcefulness of 
the dominant minority population. These Chdrdcter is tics have been amply 
demonstrated in the -South Africdn response to the oil embdrgo , for exdmple. The 
South Africans hdye developed d thre~-fold app~odch to countering the oil 
embargo: 1) import substitution; 2) incredsed self-suffidency (the SASOL pldnts 
which convert coal to oil are now world-renowned dnd provide dS much as 40~ of 

. • . • : ·. . ... · ~ ' '' "::•!:"'1 ~":",, ..• ,- ... ¥ . ~.-,,. ·r:--·· ... :.~ .• ·. _ ... ':~-- ·--:-· .. , ..... . . - ~-.-. ·. 



5 

the country's domestic oil needs); dnd 3) circumvention of the ffilbdrgo . Oil 
loses its ndtiondl identity very quickly in d free-trdding world mdrket, dnd no 
shortdge of countries~ particularly self-righteous Arab stdt~s thdt vigorously 
condemn the South Afr icdn system in public forums but· provide the country with 
much of its energy needs, exists to undermine the dttelilpted embargo. And the 
·arms embargo, too, though costly to South Africa, · hds dlso not, to date, 
achieved the desired result. The South African military is considered strong 
and Cdpable of dedling with any current combination of threats from neighboring 
Africdn countries. Whether it will be dble to develop the sophisticated 
technology to respond to ddvanced Soviet wedponry which might be introduced into 
neighboring countries, or whdt impact extended expended guerilld warfdre dllO 
terrorism would have, remains to be seen. But, for the foreseeable future , the 
South African militdry retains the upper hand in the a~ea. This is not, of 
course, to suggest thdt South Africd would not be adversely affected .by economic 
sanct ion·s, but rather thdt . the sdnctions dre not currently 1-ikely to result in 
the desired impact on government policy. 

. . 
We considered carefully and ul tim~tely rejected two of the most populdr 

strategies, namely, divestiture of stock funds and disinvestment. We did ·so 
because, though support for these approaches mdy make for good domestic poli
tics, they dppear to contradict our ·desire for evolutionary chdnge by: 1) 
withdrawing whdtever sourcesi albeit limit~d, of leverage the U.S. private 
sector currently has; 2) trdnsferring ownership of those Americdn firins to South 
African or other non- American businessmen not subjected to the Sdme public 
pressures to mdintain f dir employment practices; 3) hurting some 70!000 Bldck 
workers employed by U.S. firms who would suffer the loss-of their jobs : dnd 4) 
hampering the development of Black trdde unions, d concept thdt all of us 
should actively. su:pport an~ encourage, for it has been in part the role of 
American compdnies thdt has nursed dlong the development of Black trdde unions. 

We have· simply not found the evidence ·to suggest that · economic sdnctions . 
particularly when they are unilaterdl.ly rd·ther th.an mul tilaterdlly imposed '. 
work. And we have found the policy of divestiture to reflect nothing more than 
simplistic · symbolism. To quote Clifton Whdrton, the Chdncellor of the Stdte 
University. of New York dnd ~ s~vere critic of apartheid: 

"Should universities dnd other institutions divest them
selves of stock in companies that remdin _in South Afr lea? I 
do not think so. I continue to believe that siock divesti
ture is at best a simplistic symbolism thdt . fdils to 
understand the complex interreldtionships between firms dnd 
their suppliers. In toddy's multinationdl trdde in raw 
materials, plant locdtion is r~rely an ddequate g~uge of 
true dependence ....• Aside from their br.ief publicity vdlue. 
divestiture campdigns inflict no "punishment" on South 
Africa. While divestiture might Sdlve the eges of those 
activists who dre indiscrimindtely anti-big business, it 
would have no direct effect on the redl mdtters dt hand. 
Somebody else merely buy~_ the stock.'~ · · 

And, frankly, we need to be honest with ourselves. While no one argues the 
perniciousness of the South Africdn system, or, for thdt matter i the uniqueness 
of dpdrtheid, is it the only truly repugnant system in the world? Without in 
dny ~ay minimizing .the situation in South Africd, we need to dSk ourselves : Why 



-· . 
,·· 6 . •' . .·: 

not dlso seek to impose economic Sdnctions .dgdinst the Soviet Union. lrdn . 
Cdmbodid dnd other countries thdt have prdcticed genocide, widespredd torture 
and other massive violdtions of humdn rights? 

The position adopted by AJC in November contdins the following points · 1) 
it unequivocally condemns the system of dpdrtheid., the bdnning dnO aetentions . 
the policy of forced resettlement, the lack of enfrdnchisement of Bldcks dnd the 
only partial enfranchisement ·of lndidns dnd Coloreds ~ the ldck of due process. 
and. the Influx Pdtrol dnd Group Areds Ldws; 2) it prdises the dWdrding of the 
Nobel Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu; 3) it supports educdtiondl progrdms tor 
Bldcks, both in South Africd and the Unit ~d Stdtes, dS d prdcticdl mednS for 
developing d growing Black leddership sector Cdpdble of becoming the motor tor 
sociai change; 4) it supports. the concept o~ the Sulli.vdn Principles dnd Cdlls 
on all Americdn compdnies not currently subscribing to those principles : neddy 
150 of 350 U.S. firms operdting in South Africd, t9 c:ldopt those stdr1ddrds ; 5) 
it Cdlls on a 11 Common Mdrket firms to adhere to the EEC- Code of Conduct dnd 
accordingly practice fdir employment stdnddrds; dnd 6) it cdlls on the United. 
Stdtes dnd other Western countries to use appropridte public dnd privdte 
bflateral dnd mult"ilateral chdnnels to vigorously press for widcspredd demo
cratization in the country dnd to seek~ <ls pdrt of this p~ocess. to achieve 
specific godls, e.g· ~ an end to forced resettlement, an end to . detentions ~ dn .end 
to bannings, the abrogation of the Mixed Mdrriage dnd lmmordlity Acts , dnd 
enfranchisement of the ndtion'.s Bldck mdjority. · 

·Subsequently, on December 10 : in condemning the drrests of trade union 
ledders, ·AJC' s president Howard Friedmdn dpplduded "the major escdldtion of 
public Cdlls for the elimindtio.n of dpdrtheid -- including . the use of drdmdtic 
non-violent civil disobedience . " And on Christmas Ody. December 25 . the AJC. 
together with the Union of Americdn Hebrew Congregdtions, conducted d much-pub
licized vigil in front of the South Africdn Esnbdssy in Wdshington. Simildrly : d 
number of our members in · cities across· the country hdve participdted in protests 
and demonstrations. The one cautiondry note concerns so~e other dctors dnd 
dgendds in the protest mov.ement. For example, the president of the Boston 
chapter of Transdfrica , . the organ izdtion thdt ldunched the current round of 
protests, is quoted in The New Repi.:iblic . (Janudry 21, 1985) dS stdting , "There is 
.a specidl burden ·on the Amer icd n Jewish community regdrd ing South Af ricd : 
because of ties between the. State of Isrdel dnd South Af ricd ... the burden on the 
Americdn Jewish community is to be visibly criticizing Isrdel for these ties." 
Our chdpters have occdsiondlly found themselves in d difficult po~ition , wdnting 
to support public protests dnd to demonstrdte dgdinst the South Africdn regime .. 

· but, dt the· Sdme time, ·being undble to dSsocidte themselves with the program
mat'ic agendds of some other participdting orgdnizdtions. 

One of our chdpters responded exceptiondlly well to . this dilemmd. Let me 
quote from the repo~t of the chdpter director in that city: 

We felt thdt we did not need to be forced into d · position with 
which we were not comfortdble for the Sdke of our coalition ~ 
but thdt ; we should firmly dnd politely expldin thdt: . 1) 
differ~nt groups must be dllowed to engdge in the types of 
dCtivity they feel .most effective, 2) the litmus test must not 
be that we join dn activity dnother group is committed to: dnd · 
3) there is indeed genuine division whether economic med-

. ~ .. 
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sures, thdt is, economic Sdnctions, would uitimdtely help or 
hurt the ' very Black South Africdns it i~ intended to 
assist ••• " 

We began. t~ undertdke a series of other types of activities to 
demonstrdte our concern obout the issues: We sent d letter to 
all of the r.abbis dsking 'that they spedk out dgdinst ,dpartheid 
in conjunction with M<lrtin Luther King's birthddy ; we mdy be 
orgdnizing an interfaith ·Sabbath for Christlans and Jews to 
speak out dgainst dpartheid; we used the· forum of d Bldck-Jew
ish clergy meeting, following a ~4rtin Luther King service, to 
discuss the issue with the Bldck clergy ; we hdve sent articles 
on the Ethiopian rescue to the local press, which, dlthough 
tangential to .the issue of South Africd~- does answer the 
chd·rges thd.t Israel~ is a'. cacist soc~ety; and we <lre. bl'inging 
the issue up at the next meeting of our Bldck-Jewish o·idlogue. 

Finally, we .recog~ize thdt the issue of South Af~ica will be with us for 
many months ·and years to . come, · and ·that we will be requtred . as d consequence . 

· to 'feview our 'position at frequent interv.als afld to dssess the merits of our 
stdnce in light of 4ndoubtedly chdngirig ci.rcumstances. Cledr ly. if the situdtion 

· deteriorates, we will have to reconsider our basic assumptions.-.. Thus it seems a 
very safe guess that, although several years may. have passed between the last 
AJC statement and our current one, it will be much sooner l;>etween the formula
tion of this stdtemer.t and our next .one. 

1036-Speech. 
March 29, 1985 

. ··: .. .. .. 

··-
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NATfONAL JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

.443 PARK .AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10016 $ 684-69S•l 

March 15, 1985 

·Memo 
TO: NJCRAC Member Agencies 

. ; . 

FROM: Marlene Provizer, Director of Domestic Concerns · 1 ·:. : • 

~E: Apartheid and Issues of Economic Sanctions and Divestment 

As you may be ·aware, the proposition on apartheid passed by the 1985 NJCRAC 
Plenum includes the following strategic goals: 

The Jewish community r~lations field should: 

-- continue and extend its opposition to apartheid and to the repression 
and .denial of civil :liberties and trade union_ rights by the Republic of South Africa; 

:\ 

_ _:express opposition to the Administration"s p9licy of "constructive en
. gagement"; 

support federal legislation calling for mandatory enforcement of the 
"Sullivan principl~s" codifying fair empl_oyment prci..ctices arid labor organization 
rights for employees of U.S. firms doing business in South Africa; . . 

-- study federal, state an4 local, proposals for ." .4ivestment, .. ~s well as pro
posals to review Jewish communal p.ortfolios, with a view toward .. taking a position 
on them; . 

~ work in coalitions with other concerned groups to advocate our position 
in opposition to· apartheid and to encourage a more. activist opposition by the U.S. 
government; 

Many member agencies have indicated an interest in additional information 
on the complex issues of economic ·sanctions -and divestment. We plan to share with 
all me!!lber agencies a detailed suinmary of the p.roc~edings of the··meeting of the 
Ad Roe .. Commiq:ee on_·Black-Jewish Relations, held just prior to the ·Plenum, that 
initiated NJCRAC's . i1lternal study process of these issues. 

Meanwhile, you should find the enclosed background materials useful: 

1. An eccerpt from a Harch 9 Congressional Quarterly special report on sanc
tions ·and South Africa that discusses arguments in support of and in opposition to 
economic sanctions and divestment, · and specific legislation likely to be considered 
by the 99th Congress~ 

·-
2. A January 28, .1985 Washington Post article that describes U.S. trade and 

other economic ties with the Republic of South Africa. 

3 • .. A February 8, 1985 Washington Post article that discusses state and local 
l,aws, as well as peuuing lc:~islat.ion, re~ilirin~ or ._vro;:;;oting divestment of fun~s 
invested directly or indirectl7 in the ~-e?ti~lic ·of ~outh Africa • 

. '. 
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If you ar.e interested in receiving the full text of the. March 9 Congression. --!.. 
Quarterly special report, which discusses the political climate surrounding 
the discussion of sanctions, background on apartheid, the history of U.S. 
policy toward the Republic of South Africa, and whether, and to what extent, 
the U. S. should escalate pressure for an end to apartheid, please contact 
me. Also available on request is a policy background report prepared by the 
Civil Rights Division of the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith: Economic 
Disengagement in South Africa: Divestiture. 

Please continue to share information and press clips about local activities 
on this issue with me. 

MP/11 
O,EX,DTF,EO,CHAIR, NAT- EX 

Enc. 

-, 
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· THE AMERICAN JEWISH COJVIMITTEE 

date March 21, 1985. 

to 

from 

Leo Nevas, <;:hairman; International ·Affairs Commi·ssion 

Merritt Yoelin, Chairman, Portland Chapter 
. ' ' 

s~bject SOUTH AFRICA: AMERIC~ JEWISH COMMITTEE POLICY 

At a ·meeting· of the Execl,ltive Corrqnitte·~ of the Portland 
Ctlapter of the American Jewish Committee, on March 1s·, .. 198s, · 
the following · resolution ~as proposed and ad6pted: 

The Board of Directors of the Portland Chapter 
of the Ameris_::an Jewish Committee has expressed 
its desire to support~ Oregon H·ouse Bill 2O01 • 

·. 

We recogn~ze that th~s is not possible in view· 
of the 1984 . National Executive Council resolution 
on South Africa. 

< .. The,refore, we request the app,~opriate national 
committee .to review .its policy as quickly as 
possible in view of the pending Oregon 
legislation • . 

MY:mlb · 

cc: David Gordis 
Har~ld ~pplebaum 

~ Marc Tanenbaum 
'vDavid Harris 

~· 

Western -Regional Advisory Boa~d 

. • , . 
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. THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date March 21, 1985 

to Western Regional Advisory Board 

from: Merritt Yoelin, Chairman, Portland Chapter 
Executive Coinmittee, Portland Chapter· 

subject 
RESO~UTION: SOUTH AFRICA 

WHEREAS, Hous~ ·Bill 200 1 .has been introduced into the· Oregon 
House of Representatives , introducing disinvestment and 
divestiture proceedings agaipst $.outh~ Afr~ca; and 

: ' . . . . . .... . 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the Portland chapter of 
the A.merican ,Jewish Committee has indicated its desire to· 
support HB _ 20~1; and 

W~EREAS, the position of the Ame~ican Jewish Committee, .as 
stated at the National Executive Council meeting in Chicago, 
November, 1984, does not include consider~tion of such eco
nomic sanctions; and 

WHEREAS, the "Portland Chapter, desiring a change in AJC 
policy to allow the chapter to s~pport HB 2001, has re
quested a . review··,of natio_nal pqlicy on tqis issue · by ·the 
International Affairs Commission. · .. 

Be it here resolved that the Western Regional Advisory Board 
of the Ani~rican Jewish Committee join with the Portland 
Chapter in its request for a review of national policy on 
disinvestment and divestiture in South ~frica. 

MY:mlb 

cc: David Gordis 
Harold Applebaum 
Marc Tanenbaum . 

'\/David Harris . 
Neil Sandberg 
Ern.est Weiner . 
Bonnie Feinm~n 
Hinda Beral 
Joan Tamis 
Barbara H.urst 
Diane Steinman 

~ 
l 1. 
h:: 
11.1 
c.t 
~ 

e 
~ 
~ 

"' ~ 1:3 
e 
~ 
~ 
b 
~ r: 
~ 
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THE ~ERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT ON SOUTH AFR I CA · 

The American Jewish Committee, this country's pioneer human relations 

organization, has been devo~ed since its founding to combatting violations 

of human rights. wherever 

abhorrence of apartheid, 

they occur. In this tradition, we reaffirm our 
• 

South Africa's system of legally entrenched racia1 
• 

discrimination, and we call for its speedy elimination. 

We applaud the award of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bi shop Desmond Tutu. 
. \ 

a courageous and eloquent leader of the anti -apartheid struggle. The award . 

symbolizes universal recognition of the justice of this cause. -

Unhappily, in South Africa; voices of protest against apartheid are 

often silenced harshly. Lack of due process and detention without trial are 

prominent features of life, with attendant abuse of political power. 

Recently enacted constitutional reforms, belatedly offering partial . 

representation to Indians and 11coloreds, 11 have left the system of racial 
• segregation intact; unfortunately, they fail to enfranchise South Africa's 

overwhelming black majority. The po1icy of 11resettJing11 blacks i.n povetty

stricken 1thomelands11 has disrupted the 1 ives of hundreds of thousands --
. 

perhaps mi11ions. The inf1ux control laws and the Group Areas Act aggra-

·vate the suffering of the black population. 

The role that those outside the country can play in combatting apart

heid is limited. But they can he1p to enhance the prospects for peaceful 

change,-which would benefit South Africans of a11 races and religions. 

f 
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Thus, we endorse programs by private groups and government agencies, in 

the United States and abroad, for educating black and other non-white South 

Africans to assume a prominent role in the economic and public 1 ife of their 

country. Education can be a powerful force for social change, a key element 

in dismantl in9 apartheid. 

Furthermore, all American companies operat~ng in South Africa should be . 
urged to apply fair employment practices toward blacks. These include deseg-. 
regating the workplace, ·permitting workers to join trade unions providing 

equal pay for comparable work, initiating job training programs, creating op-
' . portunities for career advancement, and improving health, housing, and school 

facilities. Additionally, all European firms doing business in South Africa 

should be urged to adhere to the fair employment principles enunciated in the 

1977 EEC Code of Conduct. Such practices by Western firms can contribute sig

nificantly to the .:long-term goal of building a society based on equality and 

just. ~ce. 

Finally, we urge the United States Government, and all other Western 

governments, towork',vi·gorously through appropriate bilateral and multilateral 

channels, for the democratization of South AfriFan society. 

Adopted by the National Executive Council 
~hicago, Illinois, November 2, 1984 

rpr· ... 

84-550-81 



Wednesday, May 1, 1985 7:45 P.M. 

THE HOLOCAUST: REMEMBRANCE AS THE SOURCE OF HUMANITY'S RENEWAL 

Introduction by MAYNARD I . WISHNER, Former President of the 
American Jewish Committee 

THIS GENERATION LIVES BETWEEN THE. WATERSHED EVENTS OF THE NAZI 

HOLOCAUST AND THE. REBIRTH OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL. THE RECENT OBSERVANCES 

OF YOM HASHOA, UNDERSCORED BY THE -FUROR -- THE JUSTIFIED FUROR -- OVER 

THE FORTHCOMING. VISIT OF CHANCELLOR KOHL AND PR~SIDENT REAGAN TO THE 

BITBURG MILITARY CEM~TERY HAVE ILLUMINATED HOW PROFOUNDLY JEWS EVE.RYWHERE 

HAVE BEEN AFFECTED BY THE TRAUMA OF THE NAZI HOLOCAUST. THAT CONTROVERSY 
' 

HAS ALSO DISCLOSED HOW DIFFERING HAVE BEEN THE RESPONSES OF THE NON-JEWISH 

WORLDS JN THE UNITED STATES, AND PARTICULARLY IN WEST GERMANY. 

WE .ARE NOT HERE TONIGHT TO DISCUSS THE BITBURG FIA~CO, ~LTHOUGH OUR 

THEME CLEARLY WILL SHED INSIGHT ON THIS PROFOUND CONCERN. OUR PURPOSE 

THIS EVENING JS TO EXAMINE 11THE HOLOCAUST" AND THE ROLE OF REMEMBRANCE 

AS THE SOURCE OF HUMANITY'S RENEWAL. 

WE COULD NOT HAVE THREE MORE COMPETENT PEOPLE TO HELP US UNDERSTAND 

THIS DIFFJCUtT BUT VITAL ISSUE THAN OUR SPEAKERS THIS EVENING. 

OUR flRST SPEAKER IS DR. DAVID S. WYMAN, WHO IS AUTHOR OF THE 

WIDELY ACCLAIMED BQ!>K, 11THE ABANDONMENT OF THE JEWS .. 11 DR. WYMAN IS A 

PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AT THE . UNIVERSITY OF M~SSACHUSETTS, AMHERST, AND 

HAS TWICE BEEN CHAIRMAN OF THE UNIVERSITY'S JUDAIC STUDIES PROGRAM. 

THE GRANOSONOFTWO PROTESTANT MINISTERS, PROFESSOR WYMAN IS A SPECIAL 

ADV I SOR TO THE UN I TED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COUN Cl L IT IS A 

PRIVILEGE TO INTRODUCE PROFESSOR WYMAN TO T~IS AUDIENCE. 

I 
. ! 

I 



DR. YAFFA ELI ACH IS PROFESSOR HI STORY AND LITERATURE IN THE DEPARTMENT 

OF JUDAIC STUDIES AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE. SHE IS THE FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR 

. OF THE CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST STUD I ES, DOCUMENTATION AND RESEARCH, THE FIRST 

OF ITS KIND IN THE UNITED STATES • . 

PROFESSOR ELIACH IS TH~ AUTHOR OF MAJOR WORKS ON THE HOLOCAUST, MOST 

PROMINENT AMONG THE, 11 HASIDIC TALES OF THE HOLOCAUST. 11 BORN IN VILNA, 

SHE SPENT THE EARLY -YEARS OF HER CHILDHOOD IN NAZ.I OCC~PIED EUROPE IN 

GHETTOES AND IN HIDING PLACES. 

SHE SERVED ON THE U.S. H.OLOCAUST COMMISS ION, AND IS NOW A MEMBER OF· 

THE NEW YORK HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL COMMISSION. WE ARE HONORED TO HAVE 

DR. ELIACH SPEAK TO US NOW. 

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICAT IONS OF WHAT WE HAVE HEARD FOR All OF TODAY? 

TO HELP US EXPLORE THAT QUEST I ON, WE HAVE THE BENEFIT OF THE I NS I GHTS 

OF RABBI. MARC TANENBAUN, AJC ' S DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, 

FORMERLY OUR NATiONAL DIRECTOR OF INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS. MARC, AS 

WE KNOW, HAS BEEN A LEADER IN WORLD REFUGEE, . HUNGER, AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

CAUSES DURING HIS 25 YEARS OF ASSOCIATION WITH AJC . . HE IS THE AUTHOR 

OF SEVEN BOOKS DEALING WITH THESE THEMES. WE ARE PLEASED NOW TO HEAR 

MARC'S OBSERVATIONS. 

RPR 
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Q CIJC THE AMERICAN JEWISH COPRMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022, (2L2l 751-4000 

79th ANNUAL MEETING 
MAY 1-5, 1985 
WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL 
PARK AVENUE AT 50TH STREET 
HEW YORK, NY 10022 
(212) 355-3000 

The American Jewish Committee. founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations · 
agency In the United States. II protects the civil and relig ious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

CONTACT: Press- Joyce Kaplan 
Leonard Fink 

Ralph Bass 

TV-Radio- Randall Czarllnsky 
Halna Jost 

PRESS ROOM: VERTES SUITE, 4TH FLOOR 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6 P.M. 
THURSDAY, HAY Z, 1985. 

NEW YORK , Hay 2 • . • Poi nting to the need f o r mor e effective teachi ng about 

i ndividual liberty and constitutional r ights , Associate Supreme Court Justice 

William J . Brennan , Jr., today c ited " t he Jnc reas Jng r o le which conflicting 

values play in t he Jnte r nat ional co ld wa r , s ince our American values are not 

only being chal l enged by t he Soviet bloc but sc rut inized c losely by the emerging 

• .... r neutral nations .•. '~. · . . . • . . :!:; . . " .. .. .,;;.. .................... ,_ . .,. ,.,. .. ~ .. : :+' ... - "':'_# , oJ'4 _.,, . ...;.:.-. __ _ 

The task of ach i ev ing t he constitutiona l ideal of liber ty and individual 

dignity protected by law "mlist be the work not just of j udges and lawyers but of 

al l of us, " Justice Brennan stated. 

He spoke a t the Dinner of the 79th Annual Meeting of the Amer ican Jewi sh 

Committee , cont i nuing t hrough Sunday at the Waldorf-Astor ia Hot.el , after he had 

r eceived the AJC's h i ghest award, the Amer ican Liberties 'Medal lion. He con

tinued : 
"Our cons tttutJ onal guarantees and t he Bi ll of Ri ghts are tissue-paper 

bastions If t hey fail to t r anscend t he pri nted page . No matter how well t hey 

may be wr ltten , t he guarantees have no meaning without unde r standing and their 

import . If our cit i zens learn ~nly what Is written on the paper, t hey under

stand I lttle about the basic sources of protection for h1.Dnan rights." 

"There is a danger that in ou r anxiety to wln the race of space and 

technology, we may neglect the struggle of va lues·," Justice Brennan said. That , 

he fel t , " as bec ause "we tend to t ake our values for granted as ~ cannot t ake 

our technology for gr anted . " 

Discussi ng the responsibil it ies of cit i zenship, Justice Brennan stated that 

" the t urbulence witnessed in other pl aces cannot obscure the fac t that c r ises at 

hand and in prospect are c r eating, and wi l l create, more and more col lisions 

be t ween the citizen and his gover nment." 

/ more / 
How110 I. Frieoman, Pres10en1: Tneodore Elleno!I. Cnaor, Board ol Governors: Allrod H. Mosts. Cnalr. Nnlonal Execu1lve Council. Roben S. Jacobs, Ctlllor, Board ol Trustees. 

David M Gordis. Execu1ive Vice-Presidenl 

Wasn1ng1on l)lf1ce. 2027 Massachusens Ave .• N.W., Wasn1ngton. O.C. 20036 . Europe nQ.: 4 Rue de I• B1enlaisa11u. 75008 Pws. France • Imel hQ · 9 E1n1opia St, Jerusalem 95149, Israel 

Sou1n Amenc.a hQ (1empcrary ollice) 165 E. 56 Sl. . ~ew lt'ork. N.Y. 10022 • Mt'1CO·Ctnlral M!enca nq · Av Eiercito Nacional 533. Mexico5. O.F 
CSAE 1101 

• .!,. 
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The need for vigilance to prevent government from whittling away the. rights 

of the Individual was never greater, he added , pointing out that "today, as 

rarely before, case after case comes to our Court which finds the individual 

battling to vindicate a claim under the Bill of Rights against the powers of 

government, federal and state." 

· As cities continue to grow and as an expanding proportion of people live in 

the vast urban and suburban areas, Just ice Brennan observed, "there ls a growing 

danger of political helplessness or uselessness on the part of the individual 

voter." 

The worst feature of this tendency toward pol ltical helplessness and 

anonyml.ty, :Justice Br ennan suggested, is that such feelings are unwarranted by 

the facts. 

"I would suggest," he said, "the individual citizen Is becoming more, 

rather than lles s, mean i ngfu 1 as a political part lei pant, for two reasons. On 

one hand, it is indisputable that government, at a l l levels, affects ever

expandlng sectors of our 1 ives. More people work for the government, and 

receive benefits from the government than ever before, and the interdependence 

ls always increasing." 

Another reason why the individual citizen ls more, rather than less, 

important pol I ti cal ly~ :Justice Brennan stated, was that "as a result of such 

recent trends as legislative reapportionment and basic constitutional reform 

among the states, each citizen's vote surely counts a good deal more than It has 

in the past." 

Adding a personal. note, :Justice Brennan evoked the enthusiasm of his 

audience when he said : ''As for myself, I don't think you need put any creden.ce 

in those media suggestions that at my age, through death, imbecility or dotage, 

my seat may become vacan:t in the reasonably near future ." 

In presenting the Committee's American Liberties Medallion to :Justice 

Brennan "for a lifetime of exceptional service to the cause of liberty and human 

rights," Arthur J. Goldberg, fonner Supreme Court :Justice and U.S. Ambassador to 

the United Nations , and Honorary President of the Alrterlcan :Jewish Committee, 

described him as "one of the tru l y great :Justices of the Supreme Court of the 

United States." 

" Throughouit his tenure on the Court," Ambassador Goldberg said, "the Justice 

has demonstrated a deep and abiding commitment to the principles of human 

1 iberty and equality enshrined in our Constitution and the Bill of Rights.'" 

The American Jewish Committe~ ls this country's pioneer human relations 

organization . Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 

hunan relations for all people everywhere. 

A, EJP, RE~, l 

85-960-101 
f098/el 
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::~ · <qe THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMlmE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56St., New Y;k·: N.Y.10022, (212) 751-4000 

79th ANNUAL MEETING 
HAY 1-5, 1985 
WALDORF- ASTORIA HOTEL 
PARK AVENUE AT SOTA STREET 
NEW YORI<, HY 10022 
(212) 355-3000 

PRESS ROOM: VERTES SUITE, 4TH FLOOR 

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is lhe pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United Stale$. II protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

CONTACT: Press- Joyce f(aplan 
teonard Fink 

Ralph Bass 

TV-Radio- Randall Czarllnsky 
Halna Just 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 7:30 P.M. 
!EDNESOAY, MAY 1, 1985 

NEW YORK, May 1 1 1985 •••• David S. Wyman, Pr ofessor of History at the Univer

sity of Massachusetts and special adviser t o the U. S. Holocaust Memorial Board, 

in an address tonight on "faith in Humankind: The Meaning of the Holocaust," 

asked: 

"Would the reaction be different today? Would Americans be more sensitive, 

l ess self-centered , more wi lling to make sacrifices, less afraid of differences 

now than they were then?" 

Pr ofessor Wyman put his quest ions to the opening plenary session of the 

79th Annual Meeting of the American Jewish Committee , continuing through Sunday, 

May 5 , at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel . Sharing the platform with him was Prof. 

Yaffa Eliach, author of Hasidic Tales of the Holoc~ust. 

Stat I nc;1 that "One does not wish to beli~ve t he documented facts," Professor 

Wyman, author of the book, The Abandonment of the Jews , a recent Present Tense 

Literary Award winner ~ told t he audi.ence: 

"Ameri ca , the land of refuge, offered little succor. American Ch r istians 

forgot about the Good Samaritan. Even American Jews lacked the unquenchable 

sense of urgency the cr isis demanded. The Nazis were the murderers, but we were 

the all too passive accomplices ." 

Amer ica ' s response to the Holocaust, said Professor Wyman, was the result 

of action and inaction on t he part of many peopl e. In the forefront, he said, 

was Franklin D. Roosevelt, whose steps to aid Europe ' s Jews were "very limited": 

"He had little to say about the probl em and gave no prior ity to rescue." 

Professor Wyman apportioned equal blame to the State Department , where, he 

said, "callousness prevailed." Its officers, "mostly old-st ock Protestants, 

tended st rongly toward nativism. Little sympathy was wasted on East Europeans, 

especially Jews. " 
/more/ 

Howard I. Friedman, President: l~eodore Ellenoll. Cnaor. Board 01 Governors: Allred H Moses. Chair. National Executive Council: Robett S Jacobs. Chair. Board ol Trustees. 

Oav1d M. Gofd1s. Execu11ve V1ce·Pres1dent 

WIShington Olllce, 2027 Massacnusens Ave .. N.W .. Washmg1on. 0.C. 20036 • Europe hq 4 Rue ae la B'°nfaisance. 75008 Paros. F!ince o Israel hq 9 Ethiopia St .. Jerusalem 95149. lstul 

South America nq (temporary office): t65 E 5651 • New York. NY 10022 • M~xico·Ctnual Ameroea hq Av E1erc110 National 533. Mexico 5. O.F. 
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Nor did Professor Wyman spare American Jews. The effectiveness of their 

leaders, he said, "was severely limited by their failure to create a united 

Jewish movement and by their lack of sustained action." 

Although he credited American Jewish organizations with carrying out 

va luab 1 e rescue and re lief work overseas, Professor Wyman quoted a War Refugee 

Board warni.ng that "one of the problems is to get all the groups, particularly 

the Jewish groups, to work together and stop fighting among themselves." 

Professor Wyman noted that: 

* The American State Department and the British Foreign Office had no 

intention of rescuing large numbers of European Jews. On the contrary, they 

continually feared that Germany or other Axis nations might release tens of 

thousands of jews into Allied hands. 

* Although authenticated information that the Nazis were systematically 

exterminating European Jewry was made public in the United States in November 

1942, President Roosevelt did nothing about the mass murder for fourteen months, 

then moved only because he was confronted with political pressures he could not 

avoid and because his administration stood on the brink of a scandal over its 

rescue policies. 

* The War Refugee Board, which the Presidert then established to save Jews 

and other victi.ms of the Nazis, received little power, almost no cooperation 

from Roosevelt or his administration, and grossly inadequate government funding. 

*Because of State Department administrative policies, only 21,000 refugees 

were al lowed to enter the United States during the three and one-half years the 

nation was at war wi.th Germany . 

* The reasons repeatedly invoked by government officials for not being able 

to rescue Jews could be put aside when it came to other Europeans who needed 

help. 

"The Holocaust was certainly a Jewish tragedy," said Professor Wyman . "But 

it was not only a Jewish tragedy. It was also a Christian t ragedy, a tragedy 

for Western ci.vilizatlon, and a tragedy for all humankind. Yet comparatively 

few American non-Jews recognized that the plight of the European Jews was their 

plight too. 

"Most were either una¥tare, did not care, or saw the European Jewish 

catastrophe as a Jewish problem, one for Jews to deal with. That explains, in 

part, why the Uni.ted States did so little to help." 

Discussing another aspect of the Holocaust, Yaffa Eliach, Professor of 

History and Literature in the Department of Judaic Studies at Brooklyn College, 

quoted a Hasidic rabbi: "There are events of such overbearing magnitude that one 

ought not to remember them all the time, but must not forget them either. Such 

an event is the Holocaust." 

Professor Eliach, who is founder of the Cente~ for Holocaust Studies as 

well as author of Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust, also repeated the words of 

another distinguished rabbi: "The suffering and testimonies, when told by 

Holocaust survivors, are a song, a hymn of praise, a testimony to the eternity 

of the Jewish people and the greatness of their spirit." 

/more/ 
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"Even when uprooted from the ghetto," said Professor Eliach, "shipped away 

from their familiar surroundings, and thrust into the Kingdom of the Night, 

during the first weeks and months in the concentration camp, many victims 

managed to stay together, mostly in groups of two: two brothers, two sisters, 

father and son, or mother and daughter. They were ~ble to hold on to each other· 

and to some shreds of a lost past." 

Others, she added, even when left iotally alone, "their last surviving 

relatives having disappeared forever into the maw of the crematorium, held on to 

a belief in their ancestors and family, whose strength and protective merit 

could transcend the reality of imminent death." 

As the war continued, Professor El.iach stated, the condition of the victims 

was deteriorating: "As the executioner perfected his methods, he made Job's 

Satan look like a novice. Eventually the concentration-camp reality could have 

put even Dante's Inferno to shame. Many inmates lost their last surviving 

family member and were robbed of a 11 sh r eds of ind Iv i duality; their very 

appearance was destroyed." 

But, Professor El iach added, even that could not completely rob man of his 

capacity for fai th and friendship. 

AJC Honorary Pr esident Maynar d I. Wishner was chairman of the plenary 

session. 

The American Jewish Committee is this country ' s pioneer hLman relations 

organization. founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 

lluman relations for all people everywhere. 

G048-Wyman P.R. 

RB:ar - 4/18/85 

A EJP REL Z 
85-960-82 
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MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

CONTACT: Press- Joyce Kaplan 
Leonard Fink 

Ralph Bass 
PARK AVENUE AT 50TH STREET 
NEW YORK, NY 10022 
(212) 355-3000 

PRESS ROOM: VERTES SUITE, 4TH FLOOR 

TV-Radio- Randall Czarlinsky 
Haina Just 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, Hay 4 ••• In an effort to gain a better understanding of Jewish life 
in America, 10 young Israeli leaders have ~rrived in the Uni ted States to 
participate in the American Jewish Committee's 79th Annual Meeting, which 
continues th rough Sunday, and to embark on the first leg of a three-week visit 
of five U.S. cities. 

The 10 political and business leaders, including two mayors, chosen by the 
AJC's Institute on American Jewish-Israeli Relatio~s, are participants in the 
Matthew and Edna Brown Young Israeli Leadership Program. They are the third 
group of emerging Israelis leaders who have come to America to participate in 
one of the few systematic efforts to provide Israelis with a first-hand under
standing of American Jewish life. 

They arrived in New York from Israel yesterday, and will participate in a 
plenary session Sunday morning on "We Are One or Are We? Issues in American 
Jewish-Israeli Relations." Some of the Israelis will also appear on a 'panel 
with their American counterparts. 

Following the plenary session, the Israelis will visit national Jewish 
organizations and meet with representatives from the br~nches of Judaism before 
departing for Washington on May 7. Ouring their four-day Washington visit, they 
will visit with State Department and Congressional leaders and examine the role 
of Jewish political activity. 

The balance of their schedule is: 

May 12-14, Atlanta, examining interethnic and interrellgious relations. 

May 15-17, Kansas City, examining the organization of a small Jewish 
community and its integration into the business community. 

Hay 18-21, Boston, examining Jewish education in America. 

- more -
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The group, which is due to return to Israel May 23, includes : 

.Amit Anter, an editor of Al Hamishmar, the Mapam daily, and a member of 
Mapam's Central Committee; 

Moshe Barner, architect, member of the National Religious Party Executive 
Committee; 

Eliyahu Dekel, army captain, management consultant with Tsiklon in Kiryat 
Shmona, from Cochin, India; 

Lior Dushnitsky, managing director of Ezra Bitzaron Co., a construction and 
development company, a member of the Herut Party; 

limor Hoenig-Livnat, assistant to the general secretary of the Herut Party; 

Nissan Krupsky, mayor of Mes Zi ona, one of the oldest aliya settlements 
(1883), a member of the Labor Party ' s Central Convnittee; 

Liora Lenger, publ ic affairs special ist , member of the Labor Par ty; 

Yael Nachmias , assistant to Mi nister of I mmigrant Absorption Yaacov Tsur; 

Zeev Pearl , mayor of Safed , a member of t he Herut Party ; 

Nitza Sela, staf f member, Department of International Relations of Hapam. 

The Amer ica n Jewish Commit t ee is th is country's pioneer human relations 
organization . Founded in 1906 , i t comba ts bigotry, pr otects the civil and 
religious r igh ts of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 
human relations fo r all people everywhere . 

A EJP REL Z 
BNES 

85-960-77 
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MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NEW YORK, April 24 •.• A score of non-Jewish religious and ethnic groups have 

joined veteran and ~ewish organizations in protesting President Reagan's plan to 

visit the German military cemetery at Bitburg, where 47 Waffen SS soldiers are 

among its 2,000 dead . 

Commenting on the nume! ou~ expressions of support by Polish, Lit huanian, 

Ukrainian, Italian, Black, Hispanic and Asian national and local organizations, 

Howard I . Friedman , President of the American Jewish Committee, stated that 

"reactions over the last few days from Americans of many backgrounds and faiths 

have reinforced our conviction that the Bitburg ceme te ry cannot be an ap

propriate symbol for reconciliation." 

Mr. Friedman cited a number of messages sent by leaders of the non-Jewish 

groups to President Reagan, including one from Arie R. Brouwer, general sec

retary, National Council of Churches of Christ, USA: 

"We view wi th dismay your deci sion to make an official ~lsit to Bitbur~ 

Ce~etery. A visit to the cemetery where Nazi war criminals are buried ex

acerbates wounds rather than heals them. We ask you to reconsider this un

fortunate decision so that the world may know this nation's total disdain for 

the policy that produced the Nazi Holocaust." 

Dr. Eugene Fisher, director of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops 

Secretariat for Christian-Jewish Relations, praised President Reagan's decision 

to commemorate the Holocaust during his tr i p to West Germany, but added the 

decision did not resolve "the real question: Why is he ~oing to go and pay 

tribute to the Waffen SS?" 

"These were not j~st kids drafted into the army , " Dr. Fisher said , "but an 

elite corps whose ideology was to kill the i nnocent ." 

He added that the Waffen SS "not only butchered Jews but also killed 

un11rmed American prisoners of war. The Nuremburg court declared them a criminal 

associat ion." 

Aloysius A. Mazewski, President of the Polish American Congress, Inc., told 

President Reagan: 

/more/ 
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"Americans of Polish descent are dismayed by your announced decision to 

attend ceremonies in memory of German soldiers, including members of the 

notorious SS division, killed in World War II, while declining to pay tribute to 

the countless victims of the Nazi-German Holocaust." 

Matthew G. Nizza, Chairman of the Cqmmission for Social Justice of the New 

York Order of Sons of Italy in America, stated that "to honor the graves in 

which Nazi SS officers are buried is to pay homage to those who willingly 

participated in the most infamous act of genocide in the history of our planet . " 

Mr. Friedman also quoted the following message of support the American 
Jewish Committee had received from the Rev. Gardner Taylor, pastor of the 

Concord Baptist Church of Christ in Brooklyn: 

"Along. with great number of black people we join you in outrage at the 

planned visit of President Reagan to the Bitburg Nazi cemetery containing the 

graves of barbarous mass murderers and criminals against our common humanity." 

Mr. Friedman also quoted part of a joint telegram to President Reagan in 

which leaders of a coalition of white ethnic, Black, Hispanic, and Asian ethnic 

groups told the President : "We feel that your visit to the military cemetery at 

Bitburg would insult the memory of the Americans, Europeans and North Africans 

who died at the hands of the Nazis . " 

The joint statement continued : "We add our united voice t:~ the chorus of 

the Jewish people, American veterans organizations, the U.S. Holoc<>·~st Memorial 

Council, a majority of the United States Senate, including leaders of .your own 

party, and thousands of American families who continue to mourn for fsthers, 

husbands, brothers and sons slain by the Nazis during World War II, in urJing 

you to cancel your visit to the cemetery." 

Among other leaders of national groups who protested President Reagan · ~ 

visit were Benjamin Hooks , Executive Director, NAACP; Raul Yzaguirre, President, 

National Council of La Raza; Joseph M. Trevino, Executive Director, leagu·e of 

United Latin American Citizens; S. Andrew. Chen, National President, Organization 

of Chinese Americans; Joseph Tateishi, Redress Director, Japanese Americans ' , 

Citizens' League; Le Xuan Khoa, Executive Director, Indochina Resource Action 

Center; John Kromkowski, President, National Center for Urban Ethnic Affairs; 

and Fred Rotondaro, Executive Director, National Italian American foundation; 

Andrew Athens, National Chairman, United Hellenic American Congress; Joaquin 

Avila, President and General Council, Mexican American Legal Defense and 

Education . fund; Or. Myron Kuropas, Supreme Vice President, Ukrainian National 

Association, National Ethnic Liaison, Americans for Human Rights in Ukraine; 

Anthony J. Fornell!, Past President, UNCIO National; Julian E. Kulas, member, 

Board of Directors, Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 

Among the local signatories were Stanley Balzekas, Jr., President, Balzekas 

Museum of Lithuanian Culture; Edwin Cudecki, former Chairperson, Illinois Con

sultation on Ethnicity in ~ducation; Ross Harano, Chairman, Mayor's Advisory 

Council on Asian Affairs, City of Chicago, former Midwest District Governor, 

Japanese American Citizens League. 

/more/ 
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Others were Mitchell Kobelinski, President, Copernicus Foundation, former 

President , Polish American Congress; Winston Liang, President, Greater Chicago 

Chapter, Organization of Chinese Americans. 

Also joining in the statement were Edward Marciniak, President, Institute 

for Urban Life, Loyola University, former President, National Center for Urban 

Ethnic Affairs\ Rev. Herbert Martin, President, Chicago Southside Branch, NAACP; 

Ray Romero, Chicago Regional Director, Associate Counsel, Mexican American Legal 

Defense and Educational Fund; Connie Seals, Chairperson, Illinois Consultation 

on Ethnicity In Education; Maria Medina Seidner, Chairperson, ASPIRA Inc., of 

Illinois, Past President, National Association for Bilingual Education; Rev. 
Vllis Varaberga, President, Latvian Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

Speaking for the American Jewish Committee, Mr . Friedman stated: 
I 

"Let It be clearly understood: there can be no reconciliation with the 

unspeakble horrors perpetrated by the SS. The SS were the chief agents of 

Hitler's war against the Jews; they manned the ramparts of the Holocaust 

kingdom. It would be morally obscene for the President of the United States -

however well-meaning his intentions -- to lay a wreath at a cemetery containing 

SS graves." 

Two other AJC officials, Rabbi A. James Rudin, National Director of 

Religious Affairs , and Irving M. Levine, Director of National Affairs and 

Director of the AJC's Institute for American Pluralism, issued a joint state

ment: 

"It is heartwa rming that such a diverse group of American ethnic and 

religious leaders have declared themselves so emphatically as being opposed to 

President Reagan's Bitburg cemetery visit . It is an issue that has touched deep 

emotional chords among all sections of the American public whose memories of why 

we fought against Nazi brutality have not been extinguished by time . Their 

voices heard no w will make it more difficult for their children to forget the 

Holocaust and its meaning to all mankind." 

The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations 

organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and 

religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved 

human relations for all people everywhere. 

85-960-91 
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POLICY BACKGROUNDER· 

SOVIET JEWRY: WHAT NOW? 

Background Memorandum for 
International Relations Program Forum 

Friday, May 3, 1985, 11:00 A.M. 

Mikhail Gorbachev's accession to leadership in the Soviet Union has aroused 
hope for some liberalization of Soviet policies, domestic and foreign . Though 
experienced Soviet-watchers warn that entrenched bureaucracy will make change 
difficult, this may be the time when a thaw between East and West becomes 
possible. 

Gorbachev was much influenced by his mentor, Yuri Andropov, under whose regime 
the more restrictive anti-Jewish measures, which began during the latter part 
of Brezhnev's tenure, were continued and indeed strengthened. Emigration 
declined precipitously: 1982 - 2,688; 1983 - 1,314; 1984 - 896. So far this 
year, 61 have emigrated in January and 88 in February. In 1979, emigration 
totaled 51,320. 

Of particular concern has been the harsh campaign against Jewish education, 
resulting in the sentencing of six Hebrew teachers to long terms in prison 
camps. The teachers were tried on trumped-up charges involving alleged 
possession of narcotics and weapons. Articles in the Soviet press indicated 
that Jews use drugs as part of their religious rituals. 

Anti-Semitic writings and broadcasts in the Soviet media continue, making the 
most outrageous charges, including the allegations that Zionists and Nazis 
worked together and that Jews are an untrustworthy and disloyal Fifth Column 
wherever they are. Recent television broadcasts on several Jewish activists 
attempt to portray them as subversives working with the CIA. 

Notwithstanding the bleakness of this picture, there are a number of know
ledgeable authorities who believe that a combination of internal and external 
pol itica 1 and economic considerations might, especially after Gorbachev has 
succeeded in consolidating his power, bring about a positive change in rela
tions with the West, perhaps even leading to some liberalization regarding 
emigration. It is hoped that current Reagan Administration efforts to create 
a more positive climate for bilateral relations, including arms negotiations, 
will lead to a lessening of tensions, which would be a necessary, if not 
sufficient, pre-condition for positive movement on the Soviet Jewry question. 
Other observers, however, are more skeptical of the likelihood of liberaliza-



t ion in the U.S. S. R.. under Gorbachev, suggesting that he has not ascended to 
his present position · by being a "closet 1 ibe.ral." 

The new Soviet leadership will have sufficient opportunity to signal a more 
positive approach . They could do so, clearly, by increasing emigration, 
freeing some of the Prisoners of Conscience and allowing long-term refuseniks 
to leave. Also, the Helsinki follow-up meetings, which are scheduled to take 
place during the next year -- the Experts Meeting on Human Rights in Ottawa in 
May 1985; the Cultural Forum in Budapest in October 1985; the Experts Meeting 
on Human Contacts in Berne in April 1986 -- provide occasions for Soviet 
flexibility. In the meantime, it is important for organized Jewry in the West 
to review strategies and tactics to determine what leverage exists and how 
effectively it can be used. 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. The Jackson-Vanik Amendment, part of the Trade Act of 1974, ·denies Most 
Favored Nation (MFN) status to non-market (socialist) countries who 
restrict emigration. Since it is believed to have been a major factor in 
inducing the Soviets to permit more than 250,000 Jews to emigrate, it has 
been suggested that the President use the waiver provision of the Amend
ment to reconunend extension of MFN for a one-year period, as a way of 
attempting to persuade them to liberalize their policy again. 

Would this help? Is it wise to make concessions when we are witnessing 
som~ of the harshest Soviet anti-Jewish action in the last decade? Should 
we wait for some sign or concession from the Soviets? What would we 
consider to be an appropriate or satisfactory gesture? 

2. It has often been the case that during a time of "cold war," human rights 
issues are considered priorities. When the situation begins to change and 
go•iernments begin to negotiate political, military and economic issues, 
human rights conce~ns may recede in importance on the bilateral agenda or, 
perhaps, even be seen as an impediment to improving trade and other 
relations. Indeed, we have witnessed a decisive effort to exclude such 
issues as Afghanistan from the current Geneva negotiations. ·. . . . 

Should we urge the U.S. government to raise the Soviet ·Jewry ·issue as part 
of the current arms negotiations? More broadly, w.ill Jews be s·een as 
creating an obstacle to peace by emphasizing a specific "Jewish issue" as 
against the general issue of disarmament and peace? 

March 1985/85-100-69 
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ANALYSIS OF PENDING LEGISLATION ON SOUTH AFRICA 

BILLS BEFORE CONGRESS 

There are twenty-three . bi 11 s before the current session of Congress dealing 
with the Republic of South Africa (RSA). One may divide the bills, and the · 
actions they propose into the following categories: 

A. ENHANCING HUMAN RIGHTS 

1. Legal enforcement of the Sullivan Principles 

2. Condemnation of violence in the RSA and a request for an investigation 
by the Secretary of State 

3. Condemnation of the RSA "homelands" policy 

8. · RESTRICTING IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 

1. Banning importation of RSA gold coins or Kruggerands 

2. · Banning importation of coal and uranium from the RSA 

3. Banning export of nuclear technology and other goods to the RSA 

4. Banning export of "mi 1 itari ly significant items 11 to the RSA 

C. DISCOURAGING INVESTMENT 

1 Banning investment or new investment in the RSA by US citizens 

2. A ban on US bank loans to RSA firms 

3. Prohibiting investment in the RSA by "Certain Employee Funds" 

4. Prohibiting Conmodity Credit Corporation from investing funds in RSA 

5. Denial of Foreign Tax Credit for taxes owed to RSA 

D. DIPLOMATIC ACTIONS 

1. Sever diplomatic relations with the RSA within two years if apartheid 
is not abolished 

2. Close down RSA "honorary consulates" 

over ... 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

. . i , .·:. . . ~.. . ·. 

U.S. Investment in South Africa: .As of December 1983, direct United States 
investment in the Republic of South Africa was estimated at .$2.2 -. billion. In· 
additfon, U.S. financial institutions held $3.6 billion in outstanding loans 
to _. R_SA-· borrow_ers, a 1 though only $146 mi 11 ion · of this was· lOaned directly· to 
the · RSA Go.vernment. U.S. investors also he·ld $8 bi.llion worth of shares ::in · 
RSA mines, and U.S. firms employed 127 ,000 ·B.1acks. · 

Kru¥~erands: 
in 84. 

$500 million worth of Kruggerands were sold in the United States 

Nuclear Technolo~: The U.S. Government states that it supplies only" safety
related equipmen for South Africa's nuclear progfam. 

Uranium and Coal: Currently, the United States : imports· 30% of ·its uranium· 
from South Africa~ and 60% of .its imported coal. 

·. . . . 

Honorary Consulates:. The Republic of South Africa has · "honorary" consulates-
sma 11 tac! _11ties run . by loca 1 res idents--iri eight American· cities. 

. . . .. 
' · 
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ould utter such tion wgue of B'nai B'rith. chanan. and urged that Mr. Reagan 

[took pla~ duri Howard I. Friedman cl the Amer· ~'" ' Sl•ll Com.,.pnrn!ml locus on the Holocaust during 
immediate c ican Jewish C4mlmittee saia, "Sol· · spee(:hes in E11ropc. 

by you; it dill& 'cllt 10 air Wan. 1bat is always SANTA BARDA HA. Calif. - If he d06 not. Mr. Bookbinder 
difference a huinan lr.ilpdy. But there is no hite House announced _y<'Stcr_ said, the ··anguish" among Jews_that 

· ide. Thew U I • 'hlllnan hiatory for the at f>res1de_nl He:agan will v1s1 resulted _l~om tho earher dec131on 

BJ 'Virginia Culver 
Oen-iter Post ReUgton Wtder 

President Reagan's decision 10 
visit a German military cemetery 

~ . . . ··-" 

leader said Monday. a 
~What I don't understand is hls 
stubbornness ol sticking with \hr 
decision," said Judith 8anki. asso· . 
ciat.e director of interretigious ar
laiFs for lhe American .Jewi~h 
Commlllet'. 

Banki, in Denver for a speech. 
said she can understand whv lht> 
Unit.ed States wants to strenghtcn 
its ties "With a new Germany." 

~
· 1 "We Jews. too. re~lize \h~rt· is " 

new Germany. But it's one tlling to 
· say the past is past and another 10 
·aeny or try to level out the past. 

"t'S whal is so distre,~~•-·· · 

lo a ceml:!lery where some 01 II It · 
lee's SS troops are buried. 

The administration first said Ille 
cemetery contain.ed bodies of 
American servicemen. which it 
does not. and ol 14-year-old Ger· 
man bovs. who were drafted to 
'ght in i'liller's army. 

"That's true," said Banki. ~dd· 
. "there are no separate 1·em1•· 
es for 14-year-olds ... 

i:agan's sch«!uled visit 10 Jht· 
eterv. she said. "seems tn bl' 
ttempt to diminish lhe distinr· 
between the murderers and 

Victims. There is a diffcrl'rm· 
een war and genocide. bul 

t dillerence seems lo be fuzzy 
the president's mind and a<:· 

ons." 

· para ~ .ID • rman m1l11ary 1·emeter)· when I , not to Vl51t a Nncentrahon cam1 
aust · · · wo !!enocide a!tempta agalllSl the Jew· goes to Europ<' next month. provuk-· · ·n be justified."" 

se w.ords of 'lllllililpeopleiiiiii ......... iii-·l·l!ll!::::LJ.!.'.in:!g_;a~n~im'.!!!!m!!ed~ia~1t::,· _::o~u!!tc~r!y~l!;ro~m~n~;.~--':~ · nited States re-
and unchanged," tor 

. area' 
ed at having to . , advr: 

·expression of ly, t. 
science permits · · ui>or 

~
'compelled to do . rible 
e to undo the . TI 

, ay cause." . day ·1 

lutions asking and·. 
lit the cemetery 
coming after a 

lednesday by 53 
5 of Americans 
l this decision," 
ien (D-Ore), one 
I . 

Chancellor Helmut Kohl hoped 10 pro· 
mote. Some ·Reagan aides added thal. al· 
thoug_h lhc President was advised 10 stop 
al Dachau. he was relui:-iant to go 1hrough 
the wrenching experience of visiting the 
camp. At a news conference last monih. 
Reagan ram hied into an even less under
standable explanation: among the Ger
man people. he said. there are "'very few 
alive lhal remember even the war. and 
certainly none of them who were adults 
and po1rlicip.1ting in any way."' Besides 
being so Clbviously uni rue. Reagan's slate· 
men1 shocked ii and many others for 
whon:w:d 3 ii 'hm the 

( 

Banki W•S in Denver to discuss 
lhe innuence ol the Nl'W Religious 
Righi on the J ewish community. man military cemetery . .. 

To blunt the criticism. lhl.' Whitt• Jews are particularly concernert 

1-Solarz (D·N.Y.) 
i can it ever be, 
to pay tribute to 

service to the 
l possible." 

House since has announced the over the "theological imperialism" 
president also will visit a concen· ol some member~ of the Nt>w 
tration camp where Jews died dur· Righi. in which Banki said ··ttu•y 
ing World War II. discuss Christian values ralhl'r 

late George P. 
~pitol ceren10ny, 
: lor understand· 
look part in the 
riazi horror." But Jews and others still an· up· lhan moral values ... 

I set that his plans include th~ vi~11 .lews acccpl and wcko1111' .,up· _ . ,, Reagan greets Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the AmelW!n Jewlsh Commjnee al 
the White Hou&& where ttle preside,nt addresS8d group. 
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ISRAEL AND SOUTH AFRICA 

By Kenneth Bandier and George E. Gruen * 

Introduction 

The debate in the Un"i ted States over the South African government's 
apartheid policy has emerged with renewed vigor in recent months as the politi
cal situation affecting Blacks in South Africa continued to deteriorate. 
Members of Congress and representatives of religious, Black and non-sectarian 
organizations have demonstrated at South Africa's Embassy in Washington and at 
its consulates in several U.S. cities. Jewish organizations, including the 
American Jewish Committee, have participated in these protests against apartheid .· 
as well . · 

In Chicago last November, the AJC' s National Executive Council adopted a 
statement reaffirming the agency's "abhorrence of apartheid, South Africa's 
system of legally entrenched racial discrimination," and calling "for its speedy 
elimination." (See Appendix I for full text of statement.) Guided by the 
American traditions of democracy and pluralism and by Jewish values and teach
ing, the AJC's primary efforts sJnce its founding in 1906 have been devoted to 
combatting violations of human rights wherever they occur. 

The revived anti-South African protest activities in this country have 
coincided with the awarding of the Nobel Peace Prize to Bishop Desmond Tutu and 
with an increase in opposition activities within South Africa itself. For many 
years, a number of South African Jews,' notably Parl.iament Member Helen Suzman, 
have been in the forefront of the efforts to·eliminate apartheid, to give Black 
South African citizens their full human rights, and to democratize the entire 
country. 

The subject of Israeli-South African relations often arises in discussions 
about South Africa. This is largely the result of inaccurate and misleading 
informat.ion on the subject disseminated by Israel's adversaries from the Third 
World and Communist bloc. These states, hostile to Israel, have sought to 
de legitimize the Jewish State by fals~ly labelling it "racist." Alleging ties 
with South Africa serves ~heir propagandistic purpose of "proving" .that "Zionism 
is racism." As former U.S. Ambassador to the U.N. Andrew Young noted in 1979, 
"It is unfair to link Israel t.o South Africa. If there is a link, you must · 
compare Britain, Germany, Japan and the United States. All of them have links 
with South Africa. Israel becomes a too easy scapegoat for other problems we 
have. 11 1 

*Kenneth Bandler is Research Analyst in the Israel and Middle East Affairs 
Division, Internati anal Relations Department; Dr. George E. Gruen is the 
Director of the Israel and Middle East Affairs Division. The authors wish to 
acknowledge the special research contribution of Michael Rothenberg, a graduate 
student at Columbia-University's School of International Affairs, who examined 
the extensive literature on this subject and prepared the statistical data 
included in this report. 
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Twenty-four countries have full diplomatic relations with South Africa. 
Some of these are among South Africa's main trading partners, and a number of 
them have military ties as well. A large number of countries that do not have 
formal diplomatic ties with South Africa, notably Black African . and Arab states, 
also enjoy economic and commercial relationships with it. At least 46 African 
states trade with South Africa. The Black African state of Malawi, which does 
not even border on South Africa, has full diplomatic relations with the white 
minority government in Pretoria. Some of these ties have recently become more 
overt. For example, Swaziland and South Africa agreed last December to exchange 
trade representatives, and Mozambique and South Africa opened trade offices in 
their respective capitals after signing a non-aggression pact in March 1984. At 
the time, Mozambique noted that by entering into this security and economic 
relationshipi it was in no way condoning the South African government's policy 
of apartheid. 

Isr~el does not condone apartheid, and the other countries relating to 
South Africa have often stated their opposition to its racist policies as well. 
Yet, of all these countries that constitute most of the UN membership, Israel 
alone is routinely and systematically singled out for condemnation in inter
national forums. The standard used against Israel should be applied to all 
countries, or dropped. 

In order to bring clarity to the debate on Israel-South Africa ties, the 
relationship must be placed in the proper perspective. This paper will do so by 
examining the economic and military relations South Africa has with all coun
tries·. Such an examination, based on open sources and published statistics, 
clearly shows that Israel's trade with South Afrfoa is minimal. Indeed, .it is 
considerably less than one percent of South Africa's global trade. In addition, 
Israel has repeatedly stated that military ties ceased after the UN Security 
Council imposed an embargo on arms sales to South Africa in 1977. The persis
tent efforts by opponents of South Africa to ·single out Israel, therefore, 
sugg~st that their aim is not limited to Israel-South Africa relations, but is 
part of the broader campaign to isolate and delegitimize the State of Israel. 

Israel's Opposition to Apar~heid 

Israel's historically consistent and firm opposition to the apartheid 
policies of South Africa is rooted in the moral principles of Judaism and the 
history of the Jewish people. Israel has been a leading advocate of the African 
fight against the apartheid system in the United Nations. The Israeli delega
tion has consistently cast its vote against the interests of South Africa. In 
1961 the delegation voted to prevent the South African Foreign Minister, Eric 
louw, from presenting South Africa's case for apartheid at the General Assembly. 
In 1966, the delegation supported a U.N. resolution revok.ing so·uth Africa's 
mandate over Namibia (South West Africa). In 1977, Israel supported a U.N. arms 
embargo to the apart he id regime. (See Append tx II for Israeli statements 
opposing racism and apartheid.) 

· The founding father of modern Zionism, Theodor Herzl, wrote more than 80 
years ago that after liberating the Jews, he would strive to help end the 
o~pression of Blacks in Africa. Carrying out Herzl's prom.ise to assist the 
Blacks of Africa, Israel began a large and va.ried development assistance program 
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in 1957. ~Y 1966, Israel haq established diplomatic relations with all sub
Saharan countries, except for Mauritania and Somalia, two members of the Arab 
League. Diplomatic relations with South Africa were maintained at a low level. 
During the period . 1957-1973, 31 African countries received economic assistance 
from Israel, and 20- of these signed cooperation agreements.3 M9re than 6,700 
African students came to Israel for training in agriculture, me'<~icine and 0th.er 
developmental fields.4 Several thousand Israelis served in Africa.5 

Although African-Israeli relations cooled in the early 1970s, especially 
under pressure of Arab oil exporting countries, which led all African countries 
except Lesotho, Malawi and Swaziland to break diplomatic ties with Israel, 
economic and commercial t tes have continued. Zaire restored· full diplomatic 
ties with Isr~el in 1982, and Liberia· followed suit in 1983. Despite the 
absence of full diplomatic ties with the other countries, Israel has maintained 
economic and commercial tcbes with some 22 Black African countries. Israel has 
' interests sections' in frrendly embassies in the capitals of a number of these 
countries. While these African countries routinely join in the condemnation of 
Israel-South African ties, they not only trade with Pretoria, but also have 
q~ietly carried on relations with Israel. 

Israefi-South .African diplomatic relations, meanwhile, were not elevated to 
th~ level of embassy until 1976. Isr.ael' s continued involvement with Black 
African nations, nevertheless, continues to outweigh its relations with South 
Africa. 

South Africa's Economic Relations 

Statistical informatJon compiled annually by the International Monetary 
Fund . (IMF) demonstrate that the volume of Israel-South African trade is 
negligible when compar.ed to the levels of trade South Africa conducts with the 
industrialized nations in the West, the commu~ist nations in the East, Black 
African states and the oil-rich Arab nations. (See Tables I and II.) Since the 
IMF relies on individual governments to· supply this information, the figures may 
not reflect the total volume of · trade. For political and security reasons, 
neither South Africa nor individual Arab oil exporting countries provide infor
mation on their trade. Black Africa is listed as one bloc. In such cases, we 
have derived information from other open sources. 

South Africa's biggest trading partn·ers, according to IMF figures, are the 
Western industrialized states. Among these states, the United States figures 
the most prominently. South African exports to the u·.s . grew from $589 million 
in 1975 to $2.1 btllion in 1980, but declined to $1.5 billion in 1983. South 
Africa imported $1 .3 billion worth of American goods in 1975, $2.5 billion in 
1?80, and $2.2 billion in 1983. 

Western Europe and Japan are not far be~ind the U.S. in their volume of 
trade with South Africa. South Africa imported $1 .4 million worth of goods from 
England in 1975, $2 .2 billion in 1980, and $1.6 billion in 1983. South African 
exports to England have totalled $1.2 billion in 1975, $1.7 billion in 1980, and 
$1.2 billion in 1983 . West Germany and France have also been leading trading 
partners with South Africa . South African exports to Japan increased from $664 
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million in 1975, to. $1.5 billion in 1980 , and nearly $1.4 billion in 1983. 
Japanese exports rose from $840 million in 1975, to $1.6 billion in 1980 and 
$1.7 billion i n 1983. 

Officially reported Soviet bloc trade with South Africa shows South Africa 
exporting $10 million worth of goods to the communist countries in 1975, $22 
million in 1980, and $24 million in 1983. Soviet bloc exports to South Africa 
grew from $10 million in 1975, to $38 million in 1980, and $60 million in 1982 . 
They fell back to $22 million in 1983. 

At least 46 African states t~ade with South Africa .6 As a bloc, these 
countries have traditionally been South Africa's fifth or sixth largest trading 
partner. Trade with Black Africa represented 4% of South Afr.lea's exports and 
3% of its imports i.n 1981 alone. South Africa's exports across its northern 
borders increased by more than 60% between 1979 and 1980. Moreover, several 
hundred thousand Blacks from five neighboring states are employed in South 
Afr lean industry. South African exports to Black Africa grew from $573 million 
in 1975 to $1.4 bill ion in 1980, but declined to $769 mlllion in 1983. South 
Africa imported $344 million worth of goods from Black Africa in 1975, $371 
million in 1980, and $288 million in 1983. 

Other forms of economic relations between Black African states and South 
Africa have not waned in recent years, but grown. One recent example of this 
_trend is the non-aggression pact between Mozambique and South Afr i ca, created, 
admittedly, because of South Africa's overwhelming economic and military power. 
The pact encourages an increase in South African tourism to Mozambique, an 
increase in the number of Mozambicans employed by. South Africa, and an increase 
in South African ai.d to Mozambique and use of the port at Maputo. This pact and 
the overall extensive ties Black Africa has wi~h South Africa give credence to 
wh·at Amer lean civil rights 1 eader Bayard Rustin once described as "the double 

·standard and hypocrisy that excuses or ignores Black Africa's trade with South 
Africa, while blaming Israel for far less volume ·of trade with South Africa. 117 

Whi.le the · IMF figures do not provide a count"ry-by-country breakdown of 
South Africa's trade with oil exporting countries, recent reports have shown 
that Arab oil countries figure prominently in South Africa's foreign trade 
pi.ctur_e. According _to data compiled by Shipping Research Bureau, an anti-apart-
heid research organization based in Amsterdam, and Lloyd's Voyage Records, at 
least 76% of South Africa's imported oil comes from Saudi Arabia, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman. These shipments have a market value of around $1.1 
b i llion annually. The exact trade figures had, until recently~ been suppressed 
in accordance with South African laws and by the deli.berate forging of log books 
by the suppliers . a 

Oil is a vital strategic commodity supporting the South African economy and 
armed forces. The Arab argument that they have no control over where the oil 
companies ship the oil has been proven false by the historical record. In 1973, 
Arab oil exporting countries successfully pressured Exxon to cut deliveries to 

. U.S. armed forces and Aramco to supply oil to the Arab war effort. Moreover, 
the Arab states have over the years tried to u~e oil as a weapon to influence 
the political policies of other countries in the Arab-Israel conflict, as 
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witnessed by the oil embargoes in 1967 dnd 1973. If the Arab oil producing 
countries were firm in their opposition to apartheid, they would be expected to 
impose an oil embargo on South Africa. · . . 

Israel's trade ·with South Africa pales when compared to the trading recoras 
of other countries. Israel-South Africa trade has little bearing on South 
Africa's economic health. South African exports to Israel rose from $22 miliion 
in 1975, to $95 million in 1980, and $142 million in 1983. South Africa 
imported $26 mill ion 'worth of Israeii goods in 1975, $61 mill ion in 1980, and 
$69 million in 1983. With few exceptions, Israel has ha·d an annual trade 
imbalance with South Africa. In fact, recent statistics reveal that Israel 
accounts for only 0.4% of South Africa's imports and 0.7% of its exports. Those 
governments and individuals that exclusively focus on Israel- South Africa trade, 
without truthfully acknowledging the amounts of western, Soviet ·bloc, Black 
African and Arab trade with the apartheid regime not only distort the fa·cts, but 
are attempting to manipulate opponents of apartheid for unrel~ted political 
purposes. 

Foreign Military Relations 

Israel supported the 1 ~77 UN Security Council decision to impose an arms 
embargo on South Africa, and Israeli officials have repeatedly reaffirmed that 
position. (See Appendix II for statement.) Israel, nevertheless, has been 
routinely castigated in international forums for its alleged military ties to 
South Af~ica. Even if some ties exist, a recent study by the Congressional 
Research Service has noted that any continued Israeli arms deliveries to South 
Africa are much smaller than .those of France and Italy.9 Naomi Chazan, an 
Israeli scholar specializing in African · affair~ who is critical of Israel-South 
Africa relations, has ~oted that the degree of Israel-South Africa military ti~s 
~n no way equals that of ,major arms exporting nations in the West nor does it 
compete with Eastern European and Arab arms sales to South Afrlca.10 Israel's 

· arms transfers to South Africa before 1977, such as the sale of Reshef class 
missile boats equipped with Gabri~l surface-to-surface missiles, were . aimed at 
helping South Africa protect shipping ~anes that are vital to western interests. 
Such sales were of no use to the apartheid regime in carrying out repressive 
i:neasures against its Black population. Because of the arms embargo , ·South 
Afr ic·a has developed a sizable domestic arms industry. South Africa, in fact, 
has become a net arms exporter, self-sufficient in the production of small arms 

. and other equipment needed for counter-insurgency operations.11 

France, .according to published reports, is South Africa's main arms 
supplier. In 1980 France sold 360 air-to-surface missiles to South Africa. The 
South Africans had a French license to produce 100 Landmobile surface-to-air 
missiles between 1980 and 1983.12 · Between 1963 and 1974 more. than 51 billion 
worth of armaments were shipped to South Africa, mostly from France.13 A French
built nuclear power station 17 miles north of Capetown was completed in late 
1984. 

. The United States has also sold military-related items to South Africa. The 
American Friends Service Committee issued a report based on non-classified, 
State Department documents that claimed that during the first term of the Reagan 
Administration, the U.S. issued 29 export licenses worth $28.3 million to South 
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Africa for goods and high technology equipment, all of which can be used for 
military purposes.14 The report claims that these sales were in clear violation 
of the U.N. embargo on the sale of military equipment to South Africa. 

Although much has . been written on the subject of alleged Israel-South 
African cooperation in the nuclear field, it amounts to pure speculation and 
conjecture. ~o conclusive evidence to substantiate these assertions has been 
published. The UN Secretary General cautioned in a 1980 report that "Until 
specific examples of actual nuclear exchanges or transactions can be cited as 
clear evidence of such cooperation, this whole question remains in a state of 
uncertainty." 1_ 5 Why · does the speculation on alleged Israeli
South African military ties continue endlessly, while known military arrange
ments between South Africa and West European states are ignored? The motivation 
is purely poll t ical -- tQ harm Israel Is image through constant repetition of 
alleged Israeli misdeeds. Such repetition, however, does not by itself sub
stantiate the allegations. 

Conclusions 

South Africa~s economic viability depends greatly on its extensive foreign 
trade. The strength of Sou·t .h Afr ica'.s armed forces is dependent upon foreign 
military suppliers as we 11 as oil. In both the economic and security fields 
Israel's interaction with South Africa is negligible when compared to South 
Africa's relations with other countries. If" Israel were to break all tles with 
Pretoria, the impact on South Africa's economy and military would be hardly 
measurable. 

The routine condemnation of Israel-South .African ties by many states and 
individuals, who have chosen to manipulate the anti-apartheid cause for the 
sole purpose of delegitimizing the State of Israel, harms honest efforts to 
combat apartheid. Those who raise this false issue ~ffectively reduce the 
anti-apartheid constituency in the United States and around the world. South 
African Blacks, the victims of apartheid, deserve better. 
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TABLE I 

South African Exports 

(In Millions of U.S.· Dollars) 

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984* 

United States 589.7 526.8 910.7 1, 558.4 1,679.2 2, 125.6 1,453.0 1,220.0 1,551.0 391.0 

United Kingdom 1,25·5 .0 1,146.6 1,512.3 1,400.5 · 1,146~5 1, 779.2 1,313.5 1,300.0 1,2·19.·0 189.U 

West Germany 601.8 543.8 594.5 767.4 1,084.5 1,028.7 962.4 785.0 703.0 190.U 

France 155.6 170.6 245.5 i' 317.9 I 417.5 523.5 638.3 415.0 353.0 110.li 
' I 

Japan 664.8 592.0 737.0 875.9 1 ;129.3 1,551.4 1,574.5 1,533.0 1,390.0 . 34tLO 
( 

Soviet Bloc 10.2 9.3 
r __ J 

12. 1 ' ·-·_:.. 7. 9 25.5 . I · 22 • 7 22.4 15.0 24.u . · ~ l .. u 

Africa** 573.1 . 521.1 599.0 614.7 878.6 1,412.4 1,294.5 834.0 769.U 152:; 0 

Oil Exporting 
24.0 . -( ' .• . ,S · 34. 2 Countries** 27.8 68.7 9.6 / ~8.1 58.2 68.0 37~0 . ·. . 4~·0 

\ 
Israel 22.8 35.9 34. 1 . ) 66 • 8 .· ~> 116 • 5 95.1 70.~ 140.0 142.0 30~0 

Israel*** 40 .. 5 45.2 54.J 80.4 153. 1 117. 1 10.3.2 166.8 . 

* First Quarter of 1984 
- ... 'Ci.,. ! 

§ 

** All IMF estimates are based on data reported to the specific country. If _ the data cann~t b~ d~rived by that 
countri, it is qften estimated by that country's trading partners. In t~ese particular sets of data, sp~clfic 
African, oil exporting and Middle East countries have not been identified~ One could. speculQte thdt South Af~ica, 
Black African states and Arab states did not disclose these figures for politicdl reas.ons. 

*** These figures, submitted by Israel to the IMF, differ from the South Af~irian figures, because 6f ' different 
accounting methods. Su.ch discrepancies are also fou!ld in the . stQtistics for South AfricQn trade wit~ the other 
countries. Nevertheless, Israel's trade with South Africa i~ still minimal._ 

Sources·: Directions of Trade Statistics International M6netary Fund. 
Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary Fund. 

Washi~gton, O.C. Yearbook, 1982. 
Washington, D.C . . October 1984. 
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Unl ted States 

United Kingdom 

West Germany 

France 

Japan 

Soviet Bloc 

Africa** 

01°1 Exporting 
Countries** 

Israel 

Israel*** 

TABLE II 

South African Imports 

(In Millions of U.S. Dollars) 

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 

1,340.8 1,459.7 1,124.5 1,137.0 1,477.9 2,526 .7 2,952.3 2,484 .0 . 2 , 207.0 

1,493.9 1,185.4 971.4 1,200.2 1,490.6 2,242.0 2,500.6 2,029.0 1,697.0 

1,409.2 1,217.5 1,073.1 1,466.2 1,554.9 2,384.4 2;707.0 2,503.0 2,003.0 

335.4 294.7 275.5 546.8 559.2 702.8 1,046.8 708.0 544 . 0 

840.3 690.5 719.6 947.2 952.1 1,669.3 2,266.8 1,711 .0 1,765.0 

10.6 · n.4 it 10. 0 \._ 8.8 ll 21.6 . 38.5 51.2 60.o 22 . 0 

344.3 356.3 330.5 281.8 303.6 371.4 375.3 305.0 288.0 

.4 .3 1 • 1 1.8 1.5 

26.5 19.5 17.6 27.7 34.4 61. 7 76.5 66.0 69.0 

J9.2 J2.5 2J.9 Jl.5 48.4 79.2 98.4 78.4 

* First Quarter of 1984 

1984* 

660.U 

44'). u 

596.U 

159.U 

514.U 

6.0 

80.0 

17.0 

** All IMF estimates are based on data reported to the sperilflc country. If the data cannot b~ derl~ed by that 
country, it is ~ften estimated by that country's trading partners. In these particular sets of data, specific 
African, oil exporting and Middle East countries have not been identified. One could speculat~ that South Africa, 
Black African states and Arab states did not disclose these f i gures for political reasons. 

*** See note *** to Table I above. 

Sources: Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary Fund. 
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Directions of Trade Statistics International Monetary Fund. 
Washington, D.C. Yearbook, 1982. 
Washington, D.C. October 1,84. 
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Appendix I 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

STATEMENT ON SOUTH AFRICA 

The American Jewish Committee, this country's pioneer human relati.ons 
organization, has been ~evoted since its founding to ~ombatting violations of 
human rights wherever they occur. In this tradi.tion, we reaffirm our abhorrence 
of apartheid, South Africa's system of Jegally entrenched racial discrimination, 
and we call for its speedy eli.mination. 

We applaud the award of the Nobel Peace Pri.ze. to Bi.shop Desmond Tutu, a 
. courageous and e1oquent' leader of the anti-apartheid struggle. The award 
symbolizes universal recognition of the justice of thls cause. 

Unhappil.y, in South Africa, voices of protest against apartheid are often 
silenced harshly. - Lack of due process and detention without . trial -are prominent 
features of life, with attendant abuse of poittical power. 

Recently enacted con st i tut ion al. reforn:is, belatedly offering partial 
representation to Indians and "coloreds," have left the system of racial 
s~gregati~n intact; unfortunately, they fail to enfranchise South Africa's 
overwhelming bla.ck majority. The policy of "r.esettling" blacks in poverty
stricken· "homelands" has disrupted the Uves of hundreds of thousands -- perhaps 
millions. The Influx control Jaws and. the .. Group Areas Act aggravate the 
suffering of . the black population. 

The role that those outside the country can play in combatting apartheid is 
li.mlted~ · But th~y can help to enhance .the prospects for peaceful change, which 
would benefit South Africans of all .races and religions. · 

Thus, we endorse programs by pri.vate groups and government 'agencies, in the 
United States and abroad, for educatlng black and other non-white South Africans 
to assume a prominent ro 1 e ln the economic and public life of their country. 
~ducat Ion can be a powerful force for social change, a key element In di sman
tling apartheid. 

Furthermore, all American companies operating in South · Africa should be 
urged to apply fair employment practices toward blacks. These include desegre
gat i.ng the workplace, permltting workers to join trade unions providing equal 
pay for comparable work, Initiating job training programs, creating opportuni
t l:es for career advancement., and improvl ng health, housing, and school faci li.
t i es. Additionally, al 1 European fi.nns doing buslness i.n South Africa should be 
urged to adhere to the fair employm~nt ptinciples enunciated in the .1977 .EEC 
Code of Conduct. Such practices by Western firms can contribute significant Ly 

· to the long-term goal of building a society based on equality and justi.ce. 
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Fi.nally, we urge the United States Government, and all other Western 
governments, to work vigorously through appropriate bilateral and multilateral 
channels, for the democr·atization of South Afri.can society. 

Adopted by the National Execut i.ve Council 
Chicago, Illinois, November 2, 1984 
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OFFICIAL STATEMENTS BY THE STATE OF ISRAEL. 
OPPOSING RACISM, APARTHEID ANO ARMS SALES. TO. SOUTH AfRl.CA 

'' .••• Obviously., · we cannot be anything but critical of a pol icy which, .irrespec
t iye of historical and sociological reasons, . tends to cause humi.Jiaqon to 
others because of th el r race or color. In fact, we would be unfaithful to our 
Hebrew heritage lf we wquld· not be critical of such a policy ••• we abhor any form 
of racial discrimination and humiliation, and I believe that the South African 
government and enlightened public opinion in So~th Afri6a respect the eandqr 
with which we express our. opinion •• • " 

Ambassador I.D. Unna., then Israel' S · Ambassador to 
South Africa, September. 3, 1978. 

"Israel will c omply with Security Council Re~olution 418 (1977)1 and, accord
ingly, Israel wi 11 not provide. South Afri.ca with arms or transfer of weapons and 
ammunition, military vehicles and· equipment." 

Note verb~Je from Israel to the UN Security Coun
cil, September 4, 1979. Israel's position of 
opposition to the provision of arn:is tq South Africa 
has . been repea~edly reaffirmed at the United 
Nations. 

" •• • it is no wonder that almost 80 years ago, Theodor Herzl, the foundlng father 
of modern Zlonlsm, compared the oppression of Blacks in Africa to that which ·the 
Jews themselves had suffered, and he vowed that when he had ~itn~ssed the 
redemption of his own people, . Israel, he would work for freedom i·n Afri.ca ••• " 

Ambassador Yehuda Blum, Israel's UN Representative, 
before the General Assembly, November 8, 1979. 

"As a multiracial people of. all colors a.nd backgrounds, we cannot be anything 
but critical of a policy which causes humiliation to others on account of their 
race or color. In fact, we would be unfaithful to our Jewish heritage if we 
were to leave the slightest doubt in anybody's mi.nd that. we abhor any fonn of 
racism, racial discrimination or htUniliation." · 

1 

Ambassador · Yehuda Blum, before the UN General 
Assembly on Policies of Apartheid of the Government 
of South Africa, November 12, 1980. 

The Security Council voted unanitoously on November 4, 1977 to impose a mandatory 
arms embargo against Sou.th Africa. 
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" ••• The State of Israel rose as a response to i.njust ice and sufferings. It 
remains committed to social and racial equality. [The Israelis are] a people 
coming from the four corners of the earth. Many of them are 6f different 
origins and hues. All passionately reject racism. As recently as last December 
an international congress against racism was held in Tel Aviv. Represehtati.ves 
of teacher unions from different countries joined to study how to educate the 
young generation to tolerance and mutual understanding bet~een peoples and· 
races, how to alert it to . the dangers of racism. In this spirit a call .to the 
teachers of the world has been issued." 

Ambassador of Israel before the UN Commission on 
Human Rights, Geneva, February 16, 1981. 

"We have never missed an opportunity to publicly denounce ~partheid and to 
associate ourselves with United Nations condemnations of apartheid. I express 
once again our total opposition to apartheid and to racism in any fonn." 

Prime Mi.ni ster Menachem Begin, interview with 
Afrlque a la Une, June 1982. 

" ••• nothing unites the people of Africa and the people of Israel more than a 
hatred of raclsm. Our people have suffered more than anyone else from racism, 
have f~ught and still fight, more than anyone else against this most horrible 
disease that still persists among mankind. 

"Israe J and its Government have consistently condemned publicly the pol i.cy of 
Aparthei.d, and I take this opportunity to express once more our abhorrence of 
Apartheid and of any form of raci.sm wherever it may occur." 

From ·remarks by President Chaim Herzog . during the 
visi.t to Israel of Liberian Presi.dent Or. Samuel 
K. Ooe, August 23, 1983. 

"Israel is not a simple observer which merely sympathizes with the victims of 
racism and oppression. Our views have been shaped by bitter historical and 
emotional experience spanning centuries. Moreover,- to no less an extent, our 
abhorrence of racism is rooted i.n the social norms which comprise an integral 
part of Judaism's teachings." · 

"Israel's position conce~ning apartheid and other manifestations of racial 
di scriminat i.on is cl ear: we oppose bigotry comp) etely and unreservedly wherever 
and whenever it emerges. We have made this. position known to the Government of 
South Africa on numerous occasions • . By this direct approach, rather than 
through acr i.moni.ous rhetoric, we bel leve that the cause of elimi.nati ng racial 
discrimination is better served." 

Ambassador Yehuda Blum, before the UN General 
Assembly, November 17, 1983. 
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" ••• Israel categorically condemns racism in al 1 .its forms, including Apartheid. 
We ar·e a people who have suffered more ·from racism, murderous raci.sm, than any 
other. This is why the founder of modern Zionism, Theodor Herzl, wrote that 
after liberating the Jews from the evil of racism he would strive to liberate 
the oppressed blacks . And this is why the state that was founded in his vision, 
Israel, has repeated!~ expressed its revulsion of and opposition to Apartheid, 
both in world forums and directly to the Government of South Africa ••• direct 
communication is the most ~ffective means to bring about a change in South 
Afri.can racial policies." 

Ambassador Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel's UN Repre
sentative, before the General Assembly, November 
21, 1984. 

(Prepared by the Israel and Middle East Affairs -Oivlsion of the International 
Relations Department). 
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