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CONFIDENTIAL 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

MINUTES . - SEPTEMB'ER 4.,:• _1979 STAFF MEETING ON: BLACK.-JeWIStf RELATIONS 
~ -. ... -·~ 

Present: S:Samet, i S.labino~e, B.G6ld, H.Laz~re, · A.Karliko~, I ~ tevine, 
M. Yar.mon, l-f. Podhoretz, W.Katz, ·M.Bravenia.n, P.Sher1_Ilan, 
E.DuBow, H. Bookbinder," H. Applebaum, · M. - Eller~il, .s . Kaufer, 
H. Fleischman, I. Silverman. · · · ., 

: ·s amet . Meeting is part of a process. It's being h~ld in· preparation 
. for· .the· ? ept.e.mbe·r ·13 luncheon meeting on- th"is 1ssue for· AJC 'officers 
.. and DAC . cornrni ttee chairmen; then the DAC . pieeting· the · s~m·e da·y'. · A report 
. 6f the meetings will then go ·to the Board of Gov·erriors mee.ting September 
· 18, the staff c~bin~t_ September 25, and . possibly the NEC in S~n Francisco 
October · 26. · · · - - -. 

, · T.he pur.p<S°s~· of the meet ihg is: 
what strategy arid · 3) what tactics we 
current · black -J_e~ish _ ~-i~array. What 

: . . · 

1) ·comrntinica.tion·;' ·2) to di·gcuss 
shou'ld einploy in light of ·the 
has led up to it? . .. . 

1. In th~ 1966's, the Black ·Power mo~ernent ·sta~ted · ~iih :bla~ks 
in SNCC and CORE ous.ting whites. from. their ·groups~ gJ:ietto ·riots .· - -· 

· occurred with the slogan, "Burn, Baby, Burn"; .Jews were ·t;urned. o:f f 
both by the violenc~ a_nd the -reject-ion. ·-

2 ~ ·_ Ne'li government -' regulations, ·poverty programs to increase 
community c6ntrol, led to increased conflict. ·Northern ~chbol · deseg ~ 
reg,tion hit horn~ to Jews. exacerbated by black groups c,lling for 
ma~siv~ · busing . The New York ~eachers' sttike · f~nned flames of both 
black anti-Semitism and Jewis·h anti-black ra·cism: , : ' 

~. Ethnic s~if~ide~tification be~am~ more popular . As bl~cks 
turned inward, so did Jews, particularly as the problems of Israel 
and .Sovi~t Jewry bec~me d·o-minant. We also fa,ced a changing urban 
demography. · ·· · · 

· 4. The conflict over quotas, which many blacks eq~ated with 
affirmative ·action, became heated over the De Funis, Bakke, Weber 
and now the Fullilove cases. 

Gold - After 200 blacks met, we had a debriefing by Bayard Rustin 
(off the ~ecord) . for Gold, Perlmutter ADL, Siegman AJCongress; 
Muravchik JLC, Chernin NJCRAC, Fl.eischman, of what actually took place . 
Both Ru stin and Vernon Jordan felt that a strcirig Jewish statement would 
be useful to couritetact the impression that anti-Jewish blacks could 
ride roughshod over us and would help moderate blacks in efforts to re
build black-Jewish co~lition~ We prepared and issued strong statement 
through NJCRAC . . -

,. ... 
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Vernon Jot4an has suggested that he and I convene an off-the-
.record meetil).g of a small gro~p of Qlack. and· Jewisfi l .eaders - about 
8 on .each side ··within next few weeks. Jordan ·will ra~se problems 
from blacI.< .side . Jews will do likewise from their · side. Attempts 
will be made to . isolate is.sues where there is strong . disagreement, 
as weli as g~ay ~reas. Then· we will wbrk oqt ·areas of : ~trong agree
ment. The questipn of e~erging with ~ joint declarati9D h~s not yet 
been dee ided. · · · · 

·-~ 

. . 1. This si~uaiioh tbday differ~ markedly from the late i960's, 
when SNCC came out with violent anti-Semitism and ariti-Zi.oriism. For 
one thing, ~ajot bl~tk . leadets then opposed · ~N~C an4 . ~poke otii against 
then:i.. Today ' the ·n:iajor ·black leaders ·are viewed as part of the operation . 

2. Ne~ Yorkers are heavily " invoJve~ · in the curient situation. 
Black minist~rs such as Daughtry, · Bill Jones (who was also active i~ 
the Teaohers' strike in 1968), .Tim Mi tchel.1 are stirri.hg the pot . Percy 
Sutt::on,". angered at his mayoral defeat, b~ames .the . J~w.s. · 

3 . There's ~-new kind of Marxist influenc~, a~ exem.plifie.d by 
the Dreifuss ~rt.icf.e in. the .Village Voice. "Mi.ke Meyers of NAACP in 
Sunday New~ aiticle i~ also bitt~r . 

. . 
Questions we have to consi'der are: 

·1. · I~ t})e . current tur.rnoil just a spillove.r from qµotas, busing, 
integration. conflicts or is it so~ething more fundam~nt~l? 

. . . . . ~ . " . . . . 
. 2. If th~ fb"rmer, ·, . will ·blacks ~s~ the ;Pio '· .isstie . f~~ · do~~stic ' 

negotiations? If not~ what does it mean? . · · · · · · 
... 

·3 .• Is .a riew bla~~-Jewish coalition po~sibl~t Is . it desirable? 

4. If it is desirable, what steps. should . w;e . ·ta~e? If · n9t"-, . what 
strategy s·hou~d . . we have? What will be · the fallout? How shou~d . we ~eal 
with Hispanics and other groups? 

S. Where is the Jewish community tri~~Y · in .· th~se is~ues ? . 

Bookbinder - ' Leery of black-Jewish summit meeting. Doubts that it can be 
kepf off -tfie -:record. 

Ben Hooks sent telegram to NAACP board members, including Joe, Rauh, 
for NAACP board meeting Sept~mber 10. Until then, Hooks suggested 
NAA.CPer~ limit meetings with Jews to domes~.ic _. issues, l l.~e affirmative 
action. 

. . 
Bookie meeting with Randall Robinson of Trans Africa~ 

Bookie and Max Kampelman met with Eisenstat, Lipshutz and Sa~ders 
to urge Carter to a) clarify that Young's dismissal was not due to 
Jewish pressure, b) reaffirm basic US policy. on PLO , c) ISSue "motherhood" 
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.. 
stat.ement on blac.f-Jewish rela~ ions~ ca·rter , a ·t . EJ11ory Un~ver·sity 
in At lart~a. :only did. ~h~ latter . . Bad . show . . 

. . . 

Congressma.'n Sid Yates of Chicago had a · pri~ate ses·sion with 
Congressman Lou Stokes of Cleveland . Yates opposes having a jo~nt meeting· 
of the .black a~d Jewish . ~ongressional caucuses. 

Lazere - . L~ ."Gov~~nor Mario Cu~mo di.sappoitj.teci ·with .C~·i.t.er · speec·h. 
Worried . beca\J.Se . Christians have . been quiet .. : Wants .to ge~ th~m to come · 
out with pro.;.Israel s·tatements. Hora~e Mo.tris,. .NY Urban :League,. made 
good sta tement s and is anxious to talk _ tb :Jew~jh gtoup~. · ~ ~. · · 

App lebaum - Black congressman in Houston asked to meet with Jewish 
· leaders there . . Black NAACP, .Urbar:i Leagu~ le~ders in Pitt.~burgh joined 
with Jews in joint .. :p_ress . coriference , in support of, ~o~lit1on. ·. New. Jersey , 
at request of black leader Gus ·Hemingburg, seeking joint black-Jewish 
statement. · 

. . ' . . 

El 1 er in - Arabs .. . a re trying to move in . rapidly·. Jabara ,' Detroit Arab, 
is trying t~ set up new Black-Arab org~riiiatio~. · · 

. .. . 
Sa.met - The executive committee of the National c'ounc'il of ·churches 
i~ meeting . Septemher . 7 to conside~ a ~~aternen~ justifying talks with 
PLO. · - . . . ·' . . .. . 

• • I . : . •· • . 

' . . . . ; "" 

Bookie - Was on TV ·show · with Wal te-r Faun troy ·. · Latter· refused . to 
disassociate himself" from Jesse Jackson's explicit anti-Semitism . 

· ·Laze.re , :",. Se~~rate. , N~w York' City .. from "tn~ · r.est 6·f tne -~?untry. Black 
anti -Semitism . .in New York City very strong ; 

~arl.iko_w . . · - The · ma'in.· thing· is that blacks fe'lt .. J .ews :shot "the-ir man" down . 
.... . . . 

Levine - Black establishment acquiesced to bl~ck fringe· groups re Jews . 
. '.et's let. confl.ict be .op~n. Second. thoughts are ~eginning to roll around . 
The bla~k l~ad~rship i~ willing to t~~de on 'black :anti-Sefuit ism. 

Applebaum - Take a sober, objective look at bl~ck-.Je.wish primary agendas. 
Juxtapose NAACP-AJC prioritie$ and see what ~merges •. 

Kaufer _ .. Blacks feel° fai lur·e on the d.omestic . scene·, iln·d an attack on 
foreign policy g~ves · the~ a macho .feeling (like developing countri~s 
feel "they need their own airlines"). Arabs may ·well ·see: this a·s 
a way of using the blacks to shift US foreign policy . . Nevertheless, 
we can't afford to write blacks off , efs~ Jews will be too isolated. 

·· . .. 

. , .. 
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Flejsch~'n "Black· and Jewish votes, even in recen~ p~st, still very 
close togeth~r, ~nd we remain strong componen:ts of the · liberal movement. 
We still ne~d black support on oui issues, anawe mu~t work 6ut ways to 
keep as large:: a. ~egment of the black community working with us as 
possible. · 

Pookie - For a couple of years, ~ro-Pal~~tfnian . seriti~erit has been 
creeping up . in black· ranks. Since the Andy Young firing; _ there has 
been a _ qµantu~ j~mp in black pto-PLO ·sentiment. What '·s more, while 
the press editorializ~~ again~t Young, the~· also want t~lks with PLO. 
I hel ieve white America fee rs ·here is another .illus·tratiOn ·of "damned 
Jews dictating American foreign pol icy.'' · ' 

Sq.met -:- we · have at least four · strategy alfern~tives: 1).1\ttack 
black commun~ty; 2") Lo<?k . for ~oderate . blacks to· with .with; · 3) Forget 
the bl~cl_<s,·~eek new al~ies; .41 Business ·as usual. : 

. . . . . " . . . ·' . - . •. . 

DuBow - Our members and the Jewish community want us to show a strong 
anti-anti~Semitism profile. We have to be p~rceived as dolng something. 
How do we .handle Je~se J,cksop et al? · · 

Braveman . - We must is61at~ anti-Semites. 

Podhoret~ - ' l~ We've re4ched a major ·turning poin~ in pblitits of 
Americe. This event tak~s its place with the 1968 teachers' strike 
when race became a front for political anti-Semitism. That was 
acqui~sc~d ~ to· by ~he white leadership, _and Jews r~act~d ~ith fear .. 

# • •• • 

2~ . . Durin_g th~ Yo.in . Kippur War, Jews · discovered you couldn't · 
call for more military aid to Isr~el whil~ ~a~lirig fo~ -~~fense b~dget 
cuts. 

·3. PLO, in i!:s . demands . on Is·rael, makes ma.ligna.nt sense .. . It. 
is a po int -pf view ma t'l.lr ing in the black commu·ni ty . I ts domestic 
counterpart is quotas. 

. . 
4. Bo~th represent approval of a Marxist view re· ; ~'the . haves: 

and have· nots" and cal 1 for red'is t r-i but ion by· a sys·tem of repara t-ions. 

5. ·.There is a g:reat possibility_ of Arab ~nd. foundation money 
going for pr9-PLO _work. · 

This is enormously ~hreatening to Jews. We cannot ally with 
such forces. : ·. we can't split the. bla.ck comm~nity except ~or a few 
isolated· individuals. · · · 

S~met - We ~ustn't forget that for most blacks and whiies~ they 
touldn't c~te . less; They'te ~oncerned ab6ut bread -and buttei matters 
and are apathetic about this issue. 

~ ... , ... 
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KarUkow - And.y Young '.was right when he told Blum !that .:-Blum's dis
closure of Young's talks would make the PLO more important in U.S. 
puh.l i c 1 ·j f c. 

Bookie ~ad best-attended advisory panel meeting in years, including 
Glickstcin, Rauh, Bill Taylor. They all expressed contempt for the 
h lac ks who hacl anti -Semitic p·os j t ions,. but wanted to. talk. about what 
sh o u 1 <l . f s r a er . an <l J c.w s ci o about . t he p L 0 • . . ' ' -' 

Levine We can split the black community. The domestic agenda is 
most important to hl~cks. Politically Jews ~re still clos~st to 
blacks. We should ~sk blacks if they want to ~ush . Jew~ . ~igfitwards . . . : . . . . 

OuBow - Go to members - ~o fi~d - out . what they think .... 

Ya rm.o.ri - ·spo kc tQ Palm · Beach 1 i her a i WASP ed i.tor·· oi t .he Palm· B.ea·ch 
paper. · 11c · said~ "Moshe Dayan Jl)cets with the · p·_LO: Why ~r( .Ai:ri~-_rican 
Jews so adamant?'' Mort feels we should talk more about Pale~tinians, 
not PLO. 

: . .. ! 

Applebaum ~ B.la~k newspaper$. indicate . that t 'he )LO issue · i :~ .. sesond~~y. 
Mostly, it's a signar that blac"ks want to be "eqtial in cH~cys~io~s ~~-~h 
Jews and other whites. We need to redefine the basic ap~roath bf · ·· 
black-Jewish r~lationships. 

Katz - Jews a~~ petcei~ed by bi~cks ak part o~ th~ w~ii~ eilabli~hm~nt. 
Our talk of - ~nti-Semitism comes across to -them as arrogance and hypocrisy . 

Go~- When we talked with Vernon Jordan, Ben Hooks and Bayard Rustin, 
Vernon said, "You're the guys with power." That myth dies hard. Yet 
they want Jewish political support. 

.. 
Levine - Should restore amity because acting out ·behavior on both .. 
sides may accelerate. 

Podhoretz The meeting of the 200 blacks was a declarat1on of war 
against Jews. 

. . 

Gold - It was ·not . They didn't endorse SCLC ';sta tement ' ~-· · a defeat for 
Lowery. They did indicate that both blacks and Jews _act out of their 
own self-interests and look for joint interests. 

Bookie - Afraic;l of ·"summit meeting" concept. No way to keep it quiet 
and off the record. If you have it, keep it to a census of issues. 

Levine - Could be statements against dem~oguery and hostility . That 
would be helpful. 

Lazere - Anger in . both communities could break out in mixed communities; 
such a meeting could ~gree to guard against it . 
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Karlikow -. Ar~ ~her~ · n6 benefits to m•intaining toalition? 

Gold - May want cosmetic ties and ad hoc coalitions on issu~s. Realiitically, 
if this is a ~eaJ watershed period, we must decide where our interests 
lie. ·; .. 

. .' ; \ 

Bookie . - Shquld "say we will coµtinu~ ·to do th"i_ngs that ' are ... in .both . 
interests, but · do not need to stress· efforts to demo·nstrate". ·existence 
of coalition. 

Kaufer - Jews are so isolated that we cannot .afford to writ~ any 
grotip _ of~. M~st - ~li~g io :all coalition~ . 

Samet - No consensus ·on ·a1 l the · issues discussed. · We did agree to 
work with forces in the blaGk CO~munity that wil~ wor~ with US if . . 
they rep~diat~ anti-Semiti~m ~ · Have not dealt with ~h~ther ·we should 
devote our resources t.~ ren~w the coa 1 i t.ibn ~ _ :, . . '. · · · 

~old - Consensus is simply that our relationship with blacks hss 
lieen sha'ken and that . w~ have to proce_ed very slowly .and careft,llly, 
involv~~g our own . leader.ship ' in the decisions.- · Continue lC?cal c(;>n-
tac.t s with blacks~ · _ '. · · 

Silverman - · Have to do some internal thinking on Palestinian issue 
and dev~lop strategy for influencing gener~l ppinion. 

s~~mit~ed by Harry Fle~s~hman · 9/10/~9 

.. . 
. " • . · 

) . 

. . ; 




