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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM ELECTED CHAIRMAN OF INTERNATIONAL JEWISH
COMMITTEE ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS (IJCIC)

NEW YORK -- The International Jewish Committee for Inter-

~ religious Consultations (1JCIC) has elected by unanmious vote

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, director of international relations of
the American Jewish Committee as its chairman. He succeeds Rabbi
Mordecai Waxman of Great Neck, L.I., who served as Jewish
spokesman during the meetings with Pope John Paul II and Vatican
authorities in Rome on September 1, and later in Miami, September
(%

1JCIC is the coordinating body of major Jewish religious and
communal groups in-their relationships with the Vatican, the World
Council of Churches, and other international religious bodies.
The member agencies of IJCIC are the American Jewish Committee,
Bfnai B'rith International, the Synagogue Council of America,
the Israel Inteffaith Committee, and the World Jewish Congress.

Founded in 1969, IJCIC has been centrally involved in
implementing programs with the Vatican Secretariat on Religious

Relations with the Jewish People, headed by Cardinal Johannes

- Willebrands, President. Parallel programs are carried on by

1JCIC with the World Council of Churches in Geneva, the World

‘Lutheran Federation, the Anglican Communion in London, the All-

African Council of Churches, and Eastiern Qrthodox churches.

For 25 years, Rabbi Tanenbaum served as national inter-
religious affairs director of ;he American Jewish Committee,
pioneering in advanciﬂg relationships with Catholic, Protestant,
Evangelical, Greek Orthodox, Black Church, Hispanic, and Muslim
bodies.

He was the only rabbi invited as guest observer at Vatican
Council II, and participated in the first official audience of
world Jewish leaders with Pope John Paul II in Vatican City.
Rabbi Tanenbaum, who has been an active member of IJCIC since
its founding, played a key role as one of :the nine-member
delegation of IJCIC leaders who met with Pope John Paul II

and Vatican authorities in Vatican City and Castel Gondolfo on



August 31-September 1.

In a recent national poll, Rabbi Tanenbaum was designated as "one of the
ten most influential and respected religious leaders in America." A cover story
in New York magazine described Dr. Tanenbaum as "one of the foremost Jewish
ecumenical leaders in the world today."

The new IJCIC chairman has had a long and distinguished career in inter-
national human rights, world refugee and hunger problems, and foreign relations
concerns. He has served as a member of the prestigious Human Rights Research
Committee of the Foreign Policy Association's Study of Priorities for the 1980s
and as consultant to the Council of Foreign Relations. He is a member of the
executivé board of the International Rescue Committee, the Overseas Development
Council, the Bretton Woods Committee, the National Peace Academy, and the
American Jewish World Service.

At the invitation of the International Rescue Ccmmittee, he joined dele-
gations of prominent American leaders to carry out three separate fact-finding
investigations of the plight of the Vietnamese "boat people" and Cambodian -
refugees,.which contributed to the saving of tens of thousands of lives of
Indochinese refugees. He has organized many relief efforts for victims of war
and conflict, including the Black Jews of Ethiopia, Lebanese, Nigefians,
Ugandans, Haitians, Afghanis, Central Americans, and Polish refugees.

Rabbi Tanenbaum serves as a member of the Advisory Committee of the
President's Commission on the Holocaust, and is a founder and former co-
chairman of the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry.

Rabbi Tanenbaum has directed the landmark religious research studies =
examining intergroup content in Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish teaching
materials in the United States, Italy, Spain, French-speaking countries,
Germany and South America. These studies have been the basis of the revision
of negative stereotypes in the textbooks produced in the 1970s.

A religious historian and authority on Judaism and Jewish-Christian rela-
tions, he has written and lectured extensively on the history, theology, and
- sociology of Judaism and Christianity. Rabbi Tanenbaum is the author, editor,
or co-editor of seven books, among them, "Twenty Years of Catholic-Jewish *
Relations," (Paulist Press), “Evangelicals and Jewish in Conversation," and
Evangelicals and Jews.in an Age of Pluralism," (Baker Book House), "Speaking
of God Today - Jews and Lutherans in Conversation," (Fortress Press), "The
Greek Orthodox-Jewish Consultation," "The International Collogquium on Religion,
Land, Nation, and Peoplehood," and "Vatican II - An Interfaith Appraisal,”
(University of Notre Dame Press).

A prize-winning weekly radio commentator over WINS-Westinghouse, he has
served as a consultant to the NBC-TV nine-hour special “"Holocaust" and earlier
was consultant to the New Media Bible project.

He has lectured at major universities, seminaries, religious and educational
bodies in the United States, Europe, Israel, and South America, and at numerous
national and international conferences.

12/9/87 87-960-241
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One of the most influential religious leaders in
America, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum is an interna-
tionally known authority in the field of human
rights, ecumenical relations, social justice, foreign
relations concerns and problems of world hunger
and refugees. Rabbi Tanenbaum served as director
of international relations of the American Jewish
Committee and is a pioneer in forging links among
Jews and Roman Catholics, mainline Protestants
and Evangelicals. He is widely regarded as one of
the foremost experts in Jewish - Christian - Muslim
relations and was the only Rabbi present during
Vatican Council II. A weekly commentator on radio
for 25 years and a regular advisor to the television
networks, Rabbi Tanenbaum is probably the best
known rabbi among Christians in the United States.

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, International Rela-
tions Consultant of the American Jewish Committee,
has a long and distinguished career in
international human rights, world refugees, world
hunger, and foreign relations concerns.

Formerly the AJC’s national interreligious
affairs director, Rabbi Tanenbaum was designated

in a recent national poll as “one of the ten most
influential and respected religious leaders in
America.” A cover story in New York magazine
described Dr. Tanenbaum as “one of the foremost
Jewish ecumenical leaders in the world today.”

In 1987, he was elected unanimously as Chair-
man of the prestigious International Jewish Com-
mittee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC)
which represents World Jewry in relations with the
Vatican and other world religious bodies. In May
1988, Rabbi Tanenbaum was awarded the “Interfaith
Medallion” of the International Council of Chris-
tians and Jews for his “historic contributions” to
advancing interreligious understanding over the
past 25 years.

Dr. Tanenbaum has served as a member of the
Human Rights Research Committee of the Foreign
Policy Association’s Study of Priorities for the 1980s.
In recent years, he has testified before the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the House Foreign
Affairs Committee on “Moral Imperatives in the
Formation of American Foreign Policy.” He has
also testified before Congressional committees on
world refugee and world hunger problems, and
played a key role in organizing White House con-
ferences on Foreign Aid and Energy Conservation.

During the Civil Rights struggle, Rabbi
Tanenbaum was program chair of the historic
National Conference on Race and Religion in
Chicago, February 1963. Providing the first national
ecumenical platform for Rev. Martin Luther King,
Jr., the conference was important in mobilizing
support for the ecrucial March on Washington the
following August.

Dr. Tanenbaum participated in demonstrations
in Birmingham, Selma, and elsewhere in the South.
In addition, he led the Interreligious Foundation for
Community Organization, an ecumenical coalition
promoting community organization and economic
development in urban areas, and organized Opera-
tion Connection, where religious, civil rights, busi-
ness and industry leaders sponsored major job-
training programs which helped people form busi-
nesses in 14 inner cities.



President Jimmy Carter invited Dr. Tanenbaum as the American Jewish leader among ten national
religious and academic spokesmen to discuss “the State of the Nation” at the Camp David summit meetings in
1979. He was also appointed as a member of the Advisory Committee of the President’s Commission on the
Holocaust.

At the invitation of the International Rescue Committee, he joined delegations of prominent American
leaders to carry out three separate fact-finding investigations of the plight of the Vietnamese “boat people” and
Cambodian refugees, which contributed to the saving of tens of thousands of lives of Indochinese refugees. He has
organized many relief efforts for victims of war and conflict, including Kurds, Lebanese, Nigerians, Ugandans,
Ethiopian Jews, Haitians, Afghanis, Central Americans and Polish refugees. He is a board member of the
International Rescue Committee, the Overseas Development Council, the United Nations Association, the Bretton
Woods Committee, the National Peace Academy, and the Bayard Rustin Institute. He is a founder and co-
chairman of the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, which aids oppressed Jews and Christians
in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. Rabbi Tanenbaum also played a key role in the rescue of Ethiopian
Jews.

In March 1979, he was invited to consult with Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and German parliamentary
officials in Bonn on the abolition of the statute of limitations on Nazi war criminals.

Dr. Tanenbaum is a founder and leading member of the joint liaison committee of the Vatican Secretariat on
Catholic-Jewish Relations and the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC), and
of a similar body with the World Council of Churches. He was the only rabbi at Vatican Council II, and
participated in the first official audience of World Jewish leaders with Pope John Paul II in Vatican City. He was
also the first Jewish leader to address 4,000 delegates attending the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of
Churches in Vancouver in July 1983.

_ He served as consultant to the NBC-TV nine-hour special “Holocaust” and earlier was consultant to the
.special “Jesus of Nazareth.” He is an award winning weekly commentator over the WINS-Westinghouse
Broadcasting System, and appears frequently on major network programs. '

He has lectured at major universities, seminaries, religious and educational bodies in the United States,
Europe, Israel, and Latin America, and at numerous national and international conferences. Rabbi
Tanenbaum is the author or editor of several published books and of numerous articles dealing with Jewish -
Christian relations, human rights, and foreign affairs.

TOPICS

- Jewish - Christian - Muslim Relations

- World Refugees

- World Hunger

- Vietnamese Boat People

- Holocaust and its Implications for Modern Society

- 'The Middle East Peace Process

- International Relations

- East - West Relations

- Evangelical - Jewish Relations

- Roots of Anti-Semitism

- State of World Jewry: Status of the Jews in the World
- The Vatican, Jews and Israel: Myths and Realities
- The Problems and Prospects of Israel

- Black - Jewish Relations

- American Democratic Values

- Religious and Ethnic Pluralism



RESPONSE OF RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM, DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, ON RECEIVING '"INTERFAITH AWARD'' OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 1988
AT THE GRAND HYATT HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY

This would be a méaningful and moving moment in my life under.normal.gir-
cumstances. Given my recent hospitalization, this event -- the re&eiving
of the prestigious "Interfaith Award'" of the International Council of
Christians and Jews in the midst of your presence -- assumes a very

special, even a rare quality of grace..

| must confess that an element of its specialness derives from the fact
that this is one of the few events in my life that | did not have to
arrange myself. That adds to why | am so touched and grateful for today.
Sir Sigmﬂnd Sternberg, one of the most distinguished leaders of Britiéh
Jewry and a statesman of the Jewish People, and the International Council
of Christians and Jews, pérhaps thg‘hpst representative body devoted to
the improvement of relationships between Christians and Jews internation-
ally, quite spontanéo@ély informed me several months ago that | had been
- selected for this distinction’in recognition of my more than 25 years of
service in the advancement of Jewish-Christién undérstanding. That-épon-

taneity lends the luster of authenticity to this tribute.

With your.permission, | should like to take just a few moments to reflect
on some of the meaning of this occasion and award to me. It is 'most effec-
tively synthesized for me in the writings of Dr. Ernest Becker, a brilliant

but neglected cultural anthropologist. In his book, The Dénial of Death,

Dr. Becker states that human beings do not in fact fear death. What peo-
ple fear is dying in insignificance. That is the real terror of death.
He proposes that ali of us -- at 1easf most of ué -- have a need to live
our lives in a way that makés a difference, significant lives that-giQe

meaning to human existence. That isour immortality, Becker writes.
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All our art, literature, music, culture, 'even religidn are ways of making
a statement; leaving 2 landmark that we have not simply endured as animal
life endures, but that we have lived lives of purpose and meaning. In
'short, Becker asserts, each of us has a powerful need to make a differ-
ence through_Our.iiving,'to help ennoble the human condition. That, he

says, is true immortality.

As | have thought about my. past 27 years with the American Jewish Com-
mittee, | experieﬁce feelings of deepest gratitude for AJC's having
made possib]é opportunities for living a life of such high meaning, en-
abling contributions to be made in many areas of importance to the Jewish
People and to society at large -- in some cases contributions, | trust,

of lasting,even transforming value.

In retrospect, it is remarkable that AJC's lay leaders and professional
leadership-supported activities literally in évery decade during which

i hqﬁe been associated with AJC, that helped change the course of history
for the better. |

in the 19605; AJC made possible the participation of my beloved colleague
and mentor, Zachariah Shuster, and my precious teacher, Rabbi Abraham
Joshua Heschel, both of blessed memory, and myself, in Vatican Council 11.
The Council was a transforming event which has radically changed the
course of 1900 yeérSIstatholic—Jewish relations, much of it now for the
better. In the 1970s, we were able to pioneer with Dr. Billy Graham and
the Southern Béﬁtist Convention }n openiﬁg a new world of Evéngeiftai-

Jewish relations which continues to this day.

In the late 19705 and early 1980s, AJC enabled my taking part in four
separate International Rescue Committee missions to Southeast Asia that
literally resulted in the saving of thousands of lives of Vietnamese Boat
People and Cambodians, and led to the resettlement of a half-million hap-
less refugees in the United States. Earlier in the mid-1960s, we were
able to engage in similar life-saving roles in the Nigerian-Biafran con-
flict, and then in Ethidpia,r'and in the drought-ridden Sahelian zone of

‘West Afriea.
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In the 1980s, we were able to make significantgéﬁns1dith major European
coﬁntries -- both West and East -- particularly in West Germany fhrough
the excellent work of William Trosten andhiépfgdecessors,_as wekl as in
Latin America, led by Jacobo-KoQadloff'and Sergio Nudelsfejer, that fq-
quire further serious, responsible cultivation. And now in 1988, we are
beginning to explore the possible importance to Jews and !srael of Japan
and the Pacific Rim in light of their powerfu1 geo- polltscal and economic

presence in Ameraca and in the world.

While these were the dramatic and historic highlights, we conjured with
those challenges while concentrating mhch of our energies on the prfdr;
ities of Israel, Soviet Jewry, endanéered Jewish communities in Ethiébfﬁ,
Iran, Syria; Yemen, Central America and g{sewﬁere. We visited Oberammergau
several times to bring about changes in iﬁeir Passion Play. We implemented
religious textbook studies, and we sought to combat teaching contempt
against Jews and Judaism in cooperation with friends such as Mme. Claire

Huchet-Bishop, a great Christian lady_wﬁo gfa;es-us with her presence.

I will never be able to thank adequately, br. John Slawson and Bert Gold,
who put up with my idiosyncracies and meshugas, my specialized AhILb
but also gave me the freedom and support to do what 1 thought had to be
done in our common interest. They instilled in me one crucial motto --
which is the motto of AJC at its best -- be effective, know the facts
and do it right.

Ted Ellenoff, Leo Nevas, our AJC officers, our eminent former presidents,
our professional colleagues -- for me especially those in interre]igioﬁs
affairs and international relations -- our chapter leaders, our area
directors -- that is the moral and human framework without which none

of this history could haﬁe been made, decade after decade. And | am
confident that under Ira‘ Silverman's leadership as Executive Vice Fresi-
dent that tradition of significant accomplishment will continue and ex-

pand.
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In truth, 1 feel deeply that this award is to be shéred with the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee, the ICCJ, and those thousands of extraordiﬁary
Christian and Jewish leaders who collaborated with us throughout the
United States and in other parts of the world to bring about this rev-
olution of mutual esteem.' There are few greater personal satisfactions
for me today than that of being embraced as friend and colleague by
these Christian:and Jewish leaders in virtually every major city in the

United States and in many parts of the world.

There is a Hebrew phrase acharon, acharon chaviv -- '"the last is the
most beloved." My magnificent, beautiful, and brilliant wife, Georgette,
has saved my life in many ways. It is difficult to imagine that any
human being can give more to another than my wife has given to me. Dur-

ing our years together, Georgette has made me possible.

Si¥ Sigmund, ICCJ, AJC, and my family of friends, for this memorable
day, | thank you from the bottom of my heart.

MHT: RPR

88-550
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Gundearopallid Dewtsohilana! ~ Bonn, den 26. Juni 1989

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

165 East Street

New York, N.Y. 10022 ~ : )
USA '

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum,

Let mé thank you for your book "Speaking of God
Today" and your friendly dedicating words that I
found both inspiring and encouraging. Yours is a very
learned book and I am looking forward to study it in
greater leisure. I feel deeply grateful for all
ecumenical efforts such as yours.

With fespect and appreciation I remember_the'evening
at the University Club, your friends from the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee and the prayer pronounced by
you. It is impressive and mdving to witness the un-
folding of such a generous dialogue. May it carry us
into a better future. | '

Yours sincerely,

Wisisu ﬁm/mm



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
DR. MARC H. TANENBAUN

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of International Relations of the Amer- -
" jcan Jewish Committee, has a long and distinguished career in inter-
national human rights, world refugee, world hunger, and foreTgn rela-

tions concerns.

Formerly the AJC's national interreligious affairs director, Rabbi
Tanenbaum was designated in a recent national poll as “"one of the ten
most influential and respected religious leaders in America." A cover
story in New York magazine described Dr. Tanenbaum as "the foremost
Jewish ecumenical leader in the world today.“' '

'Dr. Tanenbaum has served as a member of the prestigious Human Rights
~ Research Committee of the Foreign Policy Association's Study of Prior-

ities for the 1980s. In recent years, he has testified-before the Senate
7Foreigh Relations Committee and the House Foreian Affairs Committee on
"Moral Impératives in the Formation of American Foreign Policy." He

has also testified before Congressional committees on world refugee

and world hunger problems, and played a key rd]e'in'organiZing White
House conferences on Foreign Aid and Energy Conservation.

President Jimmy Carter invited Dr. Tanenbaum as the American Jewish
leader among ten national religious and academic spokesmen to discuss

" "the State of the Nation" at Camp David summit meetings in-1979." He
was also appointed as a member of the Adv1sory Committee of the Presi-
dent s Commission on the Holocaust. '

At the invitation of the International Rescue Committee, he joined dele-
gations of prominent American leaders to carry out three separate fact-
finding investigations of the plight of the Vietnamese "boat people"
and Cambodian refugees, which contributed to the saving of tens of
thousands of lives of Indochinese refugees. He has organized many
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relief efforts for victims of war and conflict, including Lebanese,
Nigerians, Ugandans, the Falashas of thiﬂpia, Haitians, Afghanis,
Central Americans and Polish refugees. He is a founder and co-

. chairman of the National.Interreiigious Task Force on Sovief Jewry,
which aids oppressed Jews and Christians in the_Sovie; Union and
Eastern Europe. ' ' |

-In March 1979, he was invited to consult with Chancellor Helmut
_ Schmidt and German parliamentary officials in Bonn on the abolition
~ of the statute of limitations on Nazi war criminals.

Dr. Tanenbaum is a founder and leading membér of the joint-]iaisdn
committee of the Vaticaﬁ Secretariat oﬁ Catholic-Jewish Relations

and the International Jewish Comm1ttee for Interre]1gious Consu]ta—
tions (IJCIC), and of a similar body with the World Council of Churches
He was the only rabb1 at Vatican Council II, and part3c1pated in the

~ first. official audience of World Jewish leaders w1th Pope John Paul II
in Vatican City. He was also the first Jew1sh 1eader to address 4,000
. delegates attending the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches
in Vancouver in July 1983. 4 S

He served as consultant to the NBC-TV nine-hour sﬁecia] "Holocaust"
~and earlier was consultant to the special "Jesus of Nazareth."

He has lectured at major universities,_seminaries,ire1igibus énd edu-~
cational bodies in the United States, Europe and Israel, and at

numerous national and international conferences. Rabbi Tanenbaum is
the author or editor of several published books and of numerous articles.

rpr
9/83
83-700-50
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May 4, 1989

The Templcton Prize
P.O. Box N-7776
Nassau, Bahamas

Dcar Sirs:

10

I wish to nominate RABBI MARC H, TANENBAUM of the AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE,
165 East 56 Street, New York, NY 10022 for the award of the Templclon Prize for Progress in
Religion,

CURRICULUM VITAE: (Please sce Appendix I attached.)
PUBLICATIONS: (Please sec Appendix 1I attached.)

REASONS FOR MY NOMINATION - Rabbi Tancnbaum has been a unique force over three
decades « longer than any other living personality in the world Jewish community - in secking to
motivate members of God's human family to mode! their lives In Imitation of His holincss and moral
virtues in their daily relations with one another. He has dedicated his life to realizing these Biblical
values in three primary areas:

A "How can you love God whom you cannot sec if you hate your fellow man whom you can
- see?" That Biblical injunction, shared both by Christians and Jews (as well as Muslims and
other high religions) has been a central faith conviction of Rabbi Tancnbaum's since his
childhood in a Jewish religious school in Baltimore. He has felt that the contradictions
between the lofty and noble professions of love, charity and forgiveness proclaimed by
Judaism and Christianity (and other religions) and the historic practices of prejudice and
hostility - racism, anti-Semitism, anti-Christianity, anti-Islam, apartheid - have led to
widesprecad alicnation of whole generations, cspecially young people, from the Church, the
Synagogue, and thc Mosque. Belicf in God has been compromised or weakened for millions

by cynicism which pereeived religious institutions and some of their major lcaders as agents

of moral hypocrisy.

In the mid-1950s, Rabbl Tanenbaum, following his ordination at the Jewish Theological
Scminary a5 a Conservative Rabbi, began a systematic effort to rcach out to the major
Christian leaders and churches in the United States in order to establish together that
religion was at its core a force of love and reconciliation that is worthy of commitment, -

Since 1952, Rabbi Tancnbaum pioncered almost single-handedly in cstablishing warm and
mutually respectful relations with virtually every major branch of Christcndom - mainline
Protestants, Roman Catholics, Evangelical Christians, Greek Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic
Church. He has numbcred among his fricnds and collaborating collcagues over decades
religious leaders who have shaped Amcrica’s spiritual cthos - the Rev. Dr. Billy Graham;
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen; Cardinals Bernardin, Law, O’Connor, Quinn, Shehan,
Archbishops May and Keeler, and most of the members of the Catholic hicrarchy; the late
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr (with whom Tanenbaum wrote a small book on Religion and
International Cooperation); Dr. John Bennetty Archbishop Jakovos; Archbishop Manoogian;
Rabbis Abraham Joshua Heschel, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveichik, and Rabbi Louis Finkelstein
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(with whom Rabbi Tancnbaum collaborated during Vatican Council 1I which he aticnded
as the only rabbl serving as "official observer® at the request of the late Cardinal Augustin

Bea.) ' \\

To provide substance and support for his work of reconciliation and building mutual\rapect.
Rabbi Tanenbaum supervised the milestonc studics of interreligious content in religious
textbooks used in the educational systems of Jews (Dropsic University study), Protestants
(Faith and Prejudice, Yale Divinity School), Catholics (Catechetics and Prejudice, St. Louls
University), and French, Spanish, and ltalian textbooks (Paulist Press.) The studies and
extensive programs for implemcenting their findings have resulted in the virtual removal of
every hostile or negative references of major religious groups about cach other, and the
introduction into teaching materials of positive, affirming portrayals of cach rcligious group’s
beliefs and practices.

In his commitment to help build up "the Family of God" based on mutual knowledge and

reciprocal respeet, Rabbi Tanenbaum traveled in the 1960s through the 1980s to cvery major

city in the United States, Western and Eastern Europe, Latin America, parts of Africa, and

- the Middle East where he lectured and organized neiworks of Christians, Jews, and

. frequently Muslims through scminars, dialogucs, institutes, academic conferences. His

accomplishment was characterized by a Roman Catholic pricst, president of the Papal
University Pro Deo in Rome, as "a revolution in mutual esieem.”

For his ccumenical and Jewish-Christian labors he has received fifteen honorary doctorates
from major Christian and Jewish universitics and scminaries. In 1988, Sir Sigmund
Sternberg conferred on him the "Interfaith Medallion" of the International Council of
Christians and Jews.

New York Magazine (January 1979) in a cover story characierized Rabbi Tancnbaum as "the

foremost Jewish ecumenical Icader in the world today.” Similar evaluations have appearcd

in numcrous sccular, Christian, and Jewish publications in many parts of the world

(Newsweek, Time, U.S. News and World Report, USA Today, New York Times, National

Catholic News Service, Religious News Service, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Commentary
magazine.) A Christian Century poll designated Rabbi Tanenbaum "as one of the ten most

respecied and influential religious leaders in America," following Dr. Billy Graham, the Rev.

Theodore Hesburgh, President Jimmy Carter, Dr. Martin Marty, among others.

On May 4, 1989, Rabbi Tanenbaum was invitcd to deliver the keynote address at the
National Day of Prayer at the Pentagon.

B.  "The Sacred dignity of Human Life Created in the Image of God."

‘This central Biblical conviction in the Tarah and the Gospel which mandates reverenee for
cach human life as sacred has governed Rabbi Tanenbaum's belicls that these are not simply
: liturgical phrases but prophetic commands to scck to uphold the dignity and to prescrve the
lives where possible of every human being.  Belicving that "the spark of God is found in
every human soul,” and inspired by the model of Mother Thercsa, among others, the Rabbi
has dcvoted a large measure of his cnergics 10 casing the plight and suffering of countless
refugees and those afflicted by hunger and poverty in Alrica, Asia, and Latin Amcrica,

In 1967, he was the first Jewish leader to organize a massive effort in the Jewish community

to help save the lives of tens of thousands of Christian Ibos during the Nigerian/Biafran
conflict. .In 1978, he was the first Jewish representative to join a mission of the



International Rescue Commiltee which visited every refugee camp in Southeast Asia where
some 250,000 Victnamese boat people, Cambodians, and cthnic Chinese had drowned in
the South China Sca. That mission of Christians and Jews, followed by three subsequent
missions, resulted In President Jimmy Carter’s issuing an exccutive order 10 the Seventh
Flcet stationed in the Philippines not to allow any rcfugee boats to founder in the
surrounding watcrs, As a result of these -cfforts, the drowning of the Vietnamese boat
people virtually came to an end. :

For Rabbi Tancnbaum, that work of merey was the fulfiliment of the Rabbinic teaching that
"He who saves a single life is regarded as if he had saved an entire world,® It was also
shaped by the rabbi’s response to the Nazi holocaust, and the Levitical message, "You shall
not stand idly by while the blood of your brothers and sisters cry out to you from the carth.”
(Rabbi Tancnbaum serves on the President's Commission on the Holocaust.)

Rabbi Toncnbaum then helped organize the American Jewish World Service in 1984, an
international disaster relicf and development organization of the Jewish community. AJWS
now scrves in 27 countrics in Alfrica, Asia, and Latin America helping impoverished peoples,
regardless of religion, become scif-sufficient. The motto of AJWS is founded on
Maimonides’ tcaching that "the highest form of &zedakah (justice and charity) is to help
your neighbor become independent and sclf-reliant,” (As a result of our work of mercy and
compassion in South India, the Dalal Lama has invited the organization of a Buddhist.
Jewish dialoguc.)

In the 1960's Rabbi Tancnbaum was the foremost Jewish lcader In helping organize
cooperatively with Christian Ieaders community organization and sclf-development projects
in fourtcen inner city gheltoes (The Coalition of Conscience.) In 1963, he served as
program chairman of the historic National Conference of Rcligion and Race in Chicago
which provided the first national écumenical platform for the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. As a result of the moral conviction that cmerged at that asscmbly, the decision was
made to organize the March on Washington in August 1963,

In 1984, Rabbl Tanenbaum was the first Jewish lcader to Join with Catholic, Protestant,

* Evangclical, and Muslim Icaders in mobilizing a major cffort to respond affirmatively to the

needs of 35,000 homeless people in New York and some 2,000,000 In the United States,
This coalition of religious lcaders playcd a decisive role In affecting the conscience of city,
state, and national lcaders In responding to the heart-breaking destitution of the homeless,

"Universal Fraternity and the Kingdom of God.”

Central to Rabbi Tancnbaum's religious belief system has been Maimonides' teachings
regarding the Messianic Age and the Kingdom of God. Through God’s Providencee with man
(and woman) as co-partner in the work of compleling creation, an overarching moral and
spiritual objective has been that of seeking to bring an cnd to "war, hatred, jealousy, and
bloodshed,” and to usher in a period of "universal love, compassion, justice, and peace.”
Through such actual transformation of the human condition, Maimonides taught, we will
know that the Kingdom has begun,

That deeply-held conviction has motivated Rabbi Tancnbaum to write scveral volumes and
numerous essays and monographs, as well as to organize dozens of academic and theological
seminars, for the development of a systematic theology of pluralism, (Sce his paperback,
Religious Values in An Age of Violence, his cssay on "Judaism, Ecumenism, and Pluralism"
Speaking of God Today - Jews and Lutherans in Conversation, Evangelicals and the Jews in




an Age of Pluralism.)

Beginning with an "International Colloquium on Judaism and Christianity” at Harvard
Divinity School in 1966, Rabbi Tancnbaum has worked systematically to develop a theology
of "unity in the midst of diversity” that encourages the profoundest commitments to onc’s
faith while respecting the diversity other faith oommuments. (Sce his Publications list,
Appendix IL)

In 1970, he organized a world conference of religious leaders from Judaism, Christianity,
Istam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Shintoism, and African religions at Hcbrew University in
Jerusalem. The Truman Peace center published the proccedings which became a milestone
work in developing a doctrine of world religious pluralism and co-existence.

In 1971, he helped organize a conference in Jerusalem on "The Bible and Black Africa.”
Some 75 christian and Muslim leaders ftom most African nations joincd with Jews in
exploring how religiously to overcome the religious, racial, and ethnic strife in the African
continent which bas resulted in so much group hostility, fanaticism, and human destruction,

In 1984, Rabbl Tancnbaum scrved as co-chairman with the leaders of the Brazilian
confercnce of Catholic Bishops in organizing a Pan-American Conference of Christians and
Jews in the Sao Paolo which brought together leaders from cvery South American country
and North America in secking to advance religious pluralism and human rights,

Rabbi Tanenbaum has been a foremost leader in the cause of religious liberty, [reedom of
conscience and human rights, He was a founder and co-chairman of the National
Interreligious Task Force on Sovict Jewry, which supports religious liberty and human rights
for Jews, but also for Pentecostal, Evangelical Baptists, Russian Orthodox, and Catholics
in the Sovict Union and Eastern Europe,

Thus, the core teaching and beliel in the sacred digmly of every human being as a child of
God is translated into daily reality.

For his three decades of leadership in the cause of religious pluralism and human dignlty,

$t. Mercy College In Bridgeport Connecticut, conferred on Rabbl Tanenbaum an honorary
doctorate in 1985, tcrming him "The Human Rights Rabbl of Amerlca.

Signature:

Name:

Address:




RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM
"APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES"

by Louis Auster

It happened on a Christmas eve during the. height of the Depression. His mother, an
Orthodox Jewish woman, deeply devoted to her Jewish faith, was standing behind the counter
in their small grocery store in South Baltimore. She was wrapping red and green ribbons
around a number of Christmas baskets filled with meats, cheeses, breads, and other foodstuffs.

"What are you doing making Christmas baskets, Mom?" the bespectacled teenager asked in
astonishment. A student in a traditional Jewish parochial school, he knew that Christmas was
a major Christian holiday and that devout Jews observed Chanukah but did not participate in
Christmas observances.

The Russian-Jewish immigrant mother responded to her son, Marc, in her Yiddish-
accented speech:

"My son, I have just heard that our Christian neighbors down the street are so poor that
they will not have anything to .eat for their Christmas dinners. It would be terrible if Mrs.
Kirby, Mrs. Wingate, Mrs. Eder and their families would go hungry on their religious holiday.”

And this traditional. Jewish mother, herself a refugee from poverty and pogroms in the
Ukraine, took her son by the hand and together they walked through the frigid December
night air. handing out Christmas baskets to their less fortunate Christian neighbors. That
became an extraordinary image in his youthful mind -- two Orthodox Jews acting as if they
were Santa Claus bringing Christmas cheer and hope to their Irish, Italian, German, and
Polish neighbors, Catholics and Protestants alike.

Now, some fifty years later, Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum -- whom New York magazine has
characterized as "one of the foremost Jewish ecumenical leaders in the world today"--
- reflects on the meaning that formative youthful experience had on his remarkable career as
the generally-recognized pioneer in the movement to improve understanding and mutual respect
between Christians and Jews:

"How my mother -- and father -- behaved, their daily éctions toward other human
beings, whether Christians or Jews, blacks or whites, had a greater impact on me than almost
anything they said or taught,"” Rabbi Tanenbaum said.

"With absolutely no theological training, equipped only with simple, pious faith as
traditional Jews, they taught me some of the most profound religious and moral lessons by
which I have lived my professional and personal life. They became for me an inspiring model
of how it was possible to be deeply committed to one’s own faith and at the same time to
respect the different religions of other people.”

Rabbi Tanenbaum believes that his childhood with his parents in a poor, working class
neighborhood in South Baltimore that was predominantly Christian and multi-ethnic, prepared
him for living in a religiously pluralistic world as much as his university training. "Despite
the inevitable strains that accompanied our common struggle for survival in the Depression,”
he said, "my parents lived their deeply-felt Biblical and Prophetic convictions that all human
beings are children of God and are to be treated with equal dignity." :
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It was also an article of faith with Abraham and Sadie Tanenbaum that the best way for
their three children to serve God was by loving and caring for their fellow-human beings,
whatever their religion or race.

Those central values of Biblical humanism were tested in the powerful crucible of his
parents’ suffering as victims of religious bigotry and persecution in Czarist Russia where anti-
Semitism was rampant. "My parents seemed to embody for me the 2,000 year Jewish
experience of exile and redemption -- the misery and grandeur of existence, the hope that
triumphs ultimately over despair, " the tall rabbi declared. '

The alchemy of those life-affirming religious values in tension with the tragic sufferings
of the Jewish people stamped an indelible message on the consciousness of Rabbi Tanenbaum
- the precious value of every human life. As a result of the trauma of the Nazi holocaust, in
which one-third of the Jewish people were savagely destroyed, and in the face of the
horrifying knowledge that much of the civilized world stood idly by as spectators, Rabbi
Tanenbaum said that "we Jews have learned one permanent universal lesson for human
survival. It is the lesson I was first taught in the Book of Leviticus, paraphrased as: ‘You
shall not stand idly by while the blood of your brothers and sisters cry out to you from the
earth.”™

Over and again Rabbi Tanenbaum has given concrete expression to that moral
commandment. In 1967, during the Nigerian-Biafran struggle, he took the lead in organizing
the American Jewish Emergency Relief Effort for the victims of that civil war. In cooperation
with Catholic Relief Services and Church World Service, he helped mobilize 21 major Jewish
organizations who raised in several months nearly a million dollars for providing desperately-
needed medicines, food, clothing and shelter for hundreds of thousands of Nigerians who might
otherwise have died in the African bush.

In the early 1970s, when drought struck the Sahelian zone of West Africa, he joined the
Rev.. Theodore M. Hesburgh, president of Notre Dame University, Cardinal Terence Cook of
New York, and the Evangelical World Relief Group. This small group of religious leaders went
to the U.S. Congress and persuaded Congressional leaders to make available several tons of
- food, much of which was being stored in silos as surplus, to the thousands of starving
Africans.

"Tens of thousanas of human beings are living today," the Rabbi reflects, "because a
group of religious leaders took seriously the values of the Torah and Gospel and acted on
those beliefs."

In the wake of the African tragedy during which thousands had died, among them many
children, Rabbi Tanenbaum helped organize and became co-chairman of the National
Interreligious Task Force on World Hunger.

In 1978, he was invited by the International Rescue Committee to join a select group of
fourteen prominent American leaders to carry out a fact-finding mission among the Vietnamese
boat people, ethnic Chinese, Laotians, Hmong tribesmen and Cambodians. That Citizens
Committee on Indochinese Refugees included such prominent Americans as James Michener, the
novelist; the late William Casey, head of the CIA; Ambassador Cecil Lyons, former U.S. envoy
to Chile and Sri Lanka; Leo Cherne, president of IRC; Bayard Rustin, the black civil rights
activist; Msgr. John Aherne; representing the U.S. Catholic Church; and Dr. Kenneth Cautheen,
a Protestant theologian.
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The citizens group visited every refugee camp in Southeast Asia -- from Hong Kong to
Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, . the Philippines, and Singapore. ‘On the waters of the South
China Sea, he saw starving Vietnamese refugees drowning. "To this day, I still have trouble
sleeping some nights.« I just keep seeing those people in the boat: One old Chinese woman
reminded me of my mother. I have never felt more human or more Jewish than when I
literally helped pull people out of those turbulent waters. The belief that ‘Man is created in
the sacred image of God’ was seldom more real to me and to my Christian colleagues.”

The Citizens Committee brought back fourteen recommendations which they personally
presented to President Jimmy Carter, the then Secretary of State Cyrus Vance, Security head
Zbigniew Brzezinski, and to the Majority and Minority leaders of Congress. Twelve of their
recommendations were adopted as the foreign policy of the United States. President Carter
agreed to order the US. fleet to rescue refugees, and as a result, the drowning of Vietnamese
boat people had virtually come to an end. (Some 250,000 of these refugees are estimated to
have drowned since 1974 in the South China Sea before this mission was undertaken.)

Rabbi Tanenbaum has since gone to Southeast Asia on three. subsequent missions that
have resulted in relieving the suffering and hunger of the Indochinese refugees. On his last
mission in 1580, he joined actress Liv Ullman, novelist Elie Wiesel, Winston Churchill III of
England, and hundreds of European physicians, religious and civic leaders on a "March for
Survival" for Cambodian refugees. They accompanied truckloads of urgently-needed medicines,
vitamins, and food for the Cambodians, who had lost half their population under the ruthless,
Nazi-like regime of Pol Pot.

The Communist rulers of Cambodia refused to allow the trucks across the borders because
they came from Western democracies. "1 saw first-hand,” Rabbi Tanenbaum said, "Communist
totalitarianism at work. They refused to allow us to bring life-saving supplies to their pitiful
survivors because they thought this would be seen as a propaganda victory for Western
democraciés. Their soldiers threatened to shoot us if we dared come across the border. When
I came back to America, 1 kissed the soil of this country. Far too often we take this
democracy, its freedoms, and the generosity of the American people for granted and we do so
at our peril." :

Since then, he- has continued to be active with the U.S. Coordinator for Refugees, and
the various world refugee bodies in trying to save the lives or bring relief to the twelve
million refugees who haplessly wander on the face of the earth -- including Somalians,
Afghans, Haitians, Ugandans, the Falasha black Jews of Ethiopia, Poles, Russians, and Latin
Americans.

For his thirty-five -years of leadership in interreligious affairs, human rights, world
hunger, global refugee problems, and the pursuit of peace, Rabbi Tanenbaum has been awarded
fifteen honorary doctorates by major Catholic, Protestant, Evangelical, and Jewish institutions
of higher learning. His latest honor came from Sacred Heart University in Bridgeport, Conn.,
which termed him "The Human Rights Rabbi of America."

In 1979, the rabbi was one of the ten religious and academic leaders invited by President
Carter to discuss the "State of the Nation" at Camp David. The same year, he conferred with
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and West German parliamentary officials on the abolition of the
statute of limitations on Nazi war criminals.

His pathbreaking service as leader, thinker, spell-binding lecturer, and writer in Jewish-
Christian relations led to Rabbi Tanenbaum’s being selected in 1978 in a nationwide poll of
religion editors of America’s newspapers as one of the ten "most respected and influential
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religious leaders of the United States." He ranked fourth after Dr. Billy Graham, President
Jimmy Carter (as Baptist lay leader), and Dr. Martin Marty, the Lutheran historian-theologian.

"In many ways, my work in Jewish-Christian relations was a conversion of spirit,” the
rabbi mused. In addition to the image of his mother fixing Christmas baskets for their
Christian neighbors, he carries an earlier image in his head that was much less favorable
toward Christians and Christianity.

About the age of three, he recalls, his father told him, his older brother Erny, and
younger sister Sima, a true story of what happened to his family on a Good Friday in their
Ukrainian village. A Russian Orthodox priest became so exercised in preaching about the
"Christ-killing" Jews during the Passion liturgy, that he climaxed the religious service by
leading the congregation in a pogrom against the Jewish villagers in Dimidivka. The priest
and his congregation, now a howling, threatening mob, forced all the Jewish villagers, about
200 people, to come to the edge of the village lake. In their terrified presence, the priest
forced Marc's uncle, Aaron, a poet from Odessa who was visiting his family for Passover, to
walk into the lake until the waters covered his head. The Russian Orthodox priest, his
pectoral cross glistening in the sun, raised his staff and shouted, "We offer up this Jew as a
ransom for the Jews' murder of our Lord and Savior." Uncle Aaron drowned, and Marc was
never to see his face.

"My very earliest encounter with Christians led me to believe they were enemies of my
people,” Rabbi Tanenbaum reflects with sadness. When he and his father would walk to the
Synagogue on the Jewish Sabbath or other holy days, they would cross the street if they
passed a church. A church had become a place of threat and danger to Marc and his family.
As he was to read years later in the writings of the Jewish novelist, Israel Zangwill, “the
People of the Cross had made the Jews the cross among the peoples.”

"I was haunted for some years by the contradiction that the Church presented -- it
proclaimed its message as the Gospel of Love, but in the experience of my people, my own
family, it had become the Gospel of hatred,” Rabbi Tanenbaum stated. "It took years of study
of the history of Jewish-Christian relations,” he said, "and above all, my coming to know
Christian men and women who were warm, loving, caring people that converted me from
earliest childhood fears and suspicions of Christians and Christianity. 1 now have hundreds
of Christian friends in many parts of the world to whom I would entrust the lives of my
family."

Rabbi Tanenbaum began his first serious, systematic study of “the troubled brotherhood"
of Christianity and Judaism as a Conservative seminary student at the Jewish Theological
Seminary in New York where he majored in religious history. There he came to the
philosophical conviction which has governed his career: "History must not be a hitching post
to the past, but rather a guiding post to the future.” :

After he was ordained as a Rabbi in 1950, and received his Doctor of Divinity degree in
1975, he worked for two years as a journalist, editor of a publishing house, publicist, and -
wrote a novel about his Baltimore childhood experiences.

He was then invited to become the executive vice-president of the Synagogue Council of
America, the umbrella group of the major Rabbinic and Jewish congregational bodies. During
that ten-year experience, he established the first ongoing religious and social justice programs
with liberal Protestant groups. "In the 1950s,” Rabbi Tanenbaum reports, "liberal Protestants
were the only Christian groups open to dialogue with Jews. Before Vatican Council TI,
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Catholics were forbidden to dialogue with other Christians as well as Jews, and Evangelicals
simply were absent from the national religious scene."”

Liberal Protestants and Jews then had much in common, he added, and Jews owed them
much. They were the first to undertake the revision of Christian Sunday School materials
with a view toward removing anti-Jewish references, such as the terrible "Christ-Killer”
canard, the stereotypic references to the Pharisees as hypocrites, and the damaging notion
that Christianity had displaced Judaism as "the New Israel" -- all the venomous ingredients
that had fed for centuries certain Christian teachings of contempt for Jews and Judaism.

The mainline Protestants were also in the forefront of upholding the separation of
church and state and religious pluralism which made it possible for Jews to come to the
American dialogue table as first-class citizens, by right and not by sufferance. Their common
commitment to Prophetic ethics also led Protestants and Jews to join hands in the civil rights
struggle and other humanitarian causes: for civic and ecumenical improvement of American
society.

It was during that early period of the Jewish-Christian dialogue in America that Rabbi
Tanenbaum served as program director of the historic National Conference on Race and
Religion in Chicago. That unprecedented meeting in 1963 provided the first national
ecumenical platform for the late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, and paved the way for the
March on Washington, which became the turning point in the civil rights movement.

At that time, President Eisenhower appointed Rabbi Tanenbaum as vice-chairman of the
1960 White House Conference on Children and Youth, and of the 1961 White House Conference
on Aging. The later conference laid the groundwork for our present national concern for
senior citizens.

When the late Pope John Paul XXIII convened the Second Vatican which lasted from
1962-65, the ecumenical and interreligious landscape was decisively transformed, and Rabbi
Tanenbaum was also at the center of that historic development. In addition to the other
major Vatican Declarations on Religious Liberty and Ecumenism, Pope John had charged the
late German Jesuit, Cardinal Augustin Bea, with responsibility for drafting a Vatican
Declaration on Catholic-Jewish relations.

In 1960, Rabbi Tanenbaum was called to the American Jewish Committee, the pioneering
human rights and human relations agency in this country. As its national director of
interreligious affairs, Rabbi Tanenbaum supervised a series of religious self-studies of Catholic
textbooks at the Jesuit St. Louis University (as well as Protestant self-studies at Yale Divinity
School and Jewish textbook studies at Dropsie University in Philadelphia.) Cardinal Bea in
1962 invited the American Jewish Committee to submit the findings of the St. Louis study
which documented the image of Jews and Judaism in Catholic school teaching materials and in
the church’s liturgy.

The studies, conducted by three Roman Catholic nuns, demonstrated how serious were the
anti-Jewish references in Catholic religious, literature, and social science teaching materials.
Based on those findings, Cardinal Bea's Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity
drafted the landmark Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian Religions (Nostra Aetate). That
statement was adopted virtually unanimously by the 2,500 Council Fathers and was promulgated
as official Church Teaching by Pope Paul VI on October 28, 1965.

Cardinal Bea and Cardinal Lawrence Shehan of Baltimore, then President of the American
Catholic Bishops Commission on Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations, invited Rabbi
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Tanenbaum to be a delegate-obscr?er at Vatican Council II. He was the only Rabbi present |

and played a significant role in helping draft the final Vatican Declaration which has
transformed Catholic-Jewish relations in America and throughout the world.

That Vatican Declaration acknowledged the "common spiritual patrimony" which links
Christians to Jews, repudiated anti-Semitism "by anyone and at any time,"” rejected the
"Christ-killer" charge against Jews, and called for "Biblical studies and fraternal dialogue" that
would lead to "mutual respect and friendship™ between Christians and Jews.

“Nostra Aetate" became the magna carta of Catholic-Jewish relations,” Rabbi Tanenbaum
observed. In 1975, the Vatican Secretariat issued a set of guidelines that mandated the
translation of the Declaration’s principles into practical action -- revision of textbooks and
teaching materials, changes in liturgy, preaching, teacher training, and joint social action
between Catholics and Jews.

"A virtual explosion broke out and between 1965 and the late 1970s when Catholic-Jewish
relations dominated the interreligious scene. It was if a dam that had been pent up for 1,900
years had suddenly erupted. There were so many Catholic-Jewish conferences, seminars, and
dialogues held throughout America, that the Jewish community was confronted with an
unprecedented crisis -- we didn't have enough Rabbis and Jewish scholars to go around, so
we were bussing them around all over the country," Rabbi Tanenbaum said smilingly.

With obvious satisfaction, Rabbi Tanenbaum declared, "More progress has been made in
overcoming misunderstanding between Catholics and Jews during the past two decades than
during the past 1,900 years” One convincing sign of that progress, he noted, is that not a
single Catholic textbook published today contains anti-Jewish references. And the same is
true of Protestant textbooks. And Jewish textbooks have been revised so that they do not
contain anti-Christian references.

The latest phase in the Jewish-Christian relationship is that between Evangelicals and
Jews, and there, too, Rabbi Tanenbaum has been the pioneering leader and Jewish spokesman.
Beginning in the late 1960s, the rabbi was on a lecture tour in the South and he underwent a
genuine culture shock. He experienced first-hand the emerging "New South" with its abundant
signs of economic, political, social, educational, and religious change.

None of the pervasive images of Southerners as "rednecks,” "crackers," "Bible-thumpers,”
an illiterate and indolent people that was found in so much of our national cultural and
literary traditions had any real relationship to the vital, burgeoning society and people he
encountered. Much of the South he met had become since World War II middle-class, white-
collar, educated, and technologically sophisticated. Those forces help explain the emergence
of President Jimmy Carter, Dale Bumpers, Reuben Askew, and Congressman James Wright,
rather than the other way around.

Evangelical religion is part and parcel of that extraordinary transformation, the rabbi
believes.  Finding that Evangelical Christians were becoming the fastest growing religious
group in the United States, Rabbi Tanenbaum felt that it was essential for the moral and
spiritual health of America that Evangelicals become full partners in the American religious
mosaic. :

In 1965, he met with Dr. Billy Graham and after a three-hour conversation they became
fast friends, a friendship which has thrived since then. Over the years, Dr. Graham
demonstrated repeatedly his firm friendship for the Jewish people by openly combatting anti-
Semitism, rejecting organized missions to the Jews, and by expressing his theological belief
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that the covenant between God and the Jewish people is, as the Bible says, "everlasting,
forever." (Deuteronomy 7.) '

Rabbi Ténenbaurﬂ tells heart-warming stories of how Dr. Graham has helped him rescue
Jewish families from the Soviet Union, and speaks enthusiastically of his great and devoted
support of Israel.

In 1968, the rabbi organized the first national conference of Southern Baptist and Jewish
religious leaders at the Louisville Theological Seminary. Based on the success of that
precedent-shaking meeting, dialogues between Southern Baptist and other Evangelicals and
Jews have been held every year in virtually every part of the United States. Rabbi
Tanenbaum has, in fact, co-edited with Evangelical scholar Dr. Marvin Wilson of Gordon-
Conwell Seminary the landmark book, "Evangelicals and Jews in Conversation,” published by
the Evangelical publishing house, Baker Books.

Seated .in a modest office in mid-Manhattan behirnd a desk piled with correspondence
from the four corners of the earth, numerous publications, and schedules of pending
engagements throughout America and overseas, Rabbi Tanenbaum is surrounded by ‘walls
covered with awards and autographed photos of distinguished religious and civic leaders, many ,
of whom have become personal friends -- Pope John Paul II, Presidents from Eisenhower
Jimmy Carter, to Ronald Reagan, Dr. Billy Graham, Cardinals Bernardin, Cooke, O'Connor, The
Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, Elie Wiesel, Archbishop Iakovos,
Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel, Nelson Rockefeller, Coretta Scott King, Liv Ullman, and many
others. Around him are shelves filled with books among which are six that he wrote or
edited.

These photos and books are mementos of thirty-five years of an intense commitment to
the dignity of human life and to the unflagging belief that human beings can change for the
better. "I have had many gratifications and peak experiences in helping to mold the unfolding
history of Jewish-Christian relations in our lifetime. But few achievements have given me as
much satisfaction as the knowledge that 1 helped create networks of Jews and Christians who
have come to know each other as persons -- with shared fears and hopes -- rather than as
stereotypes and . caricatures. And they have learned not only to live and let live, but to live
and help live. That is the glory of America today.” '

Beyond that, Rabbi Tanenbaum added, “We Jews and Christians have now learned how to
make pluralism work. We have learned how to instruct a new pgeneration of Catholics,
Protestants, Evangelicals and Jews in how to be faithful to one’s own doctrines and traditions
and at the same time to develop authentic respect for the faith and religious commitments of
others. That extraordinary achievement, which is taken for granted by far too many, may
well be the most valuable ‘export’ which we have to share with other nations and non-Western
religious communities.”

In 1987, Rabbi Tanenbaum was elected unanimously as chairman of the International
Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC), which represents world Jewry in
relations with the Vatican, the World Council of Churches and other international religious
bodies. In 1988, he was the recipient of "The Interfaith Medallion" of the International
Council of Christians and Jews.

Perhaps more than any other Jewish leader he embodies and has been the catalyst for
much of this progress made in ecumenical and humanitarian efforts during the past three
stormy decades. He has been described as "the Henry Kissinger of the religious world who is
as politically agile as he is theologically sophisticated.” He has also been called "the Abba
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Eban of American Jewry for his prophetic eloquence that brings audiences of thousands to
their feet in standing ovations.”
But clearly Newsweek magazine may have come closest to the mark when it portrayed

Rabbi Tanenbaum in these words -- "He is the American Jewish community’s foremost apostle
to the gentiles.”

- Louis Auster is a free-lance writer in New York.

Tanenbaum.EL1/EL
October 25, 1988
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ome would cail it 2 strange
quirk of history: A rabbi who
has worked for 30 years to im-
prove Jewish-Christian relations in
the world spent the first third of his
life filled with fear of Christians and
hostility toward their religion.
But Marc Tanenbaum calls it “the

" grace and providence of God."” At

63, he has just retired as national di-
rector of interfaith relations for the
American Jewish Committee.

Tanenbaum was the only rabbi
who served as an official visitor at
the Second Vatican Council of the
Roman Catholic Church in Rome
from 1962-1965. He was one of the
principal designers of the historic
Nostrae Aetate document in which
Pope Paul V1in 1965 repudiated
anti-Semitism, rejected the Christ-
killer charge against Jews and called
for dialogue between the church and
Jewish leaders,

Though he'll remain as a consul-
tant to the AJC in retirement, he'll
be turning hus efforts now toward a

' subject of concern to South Florida -

— the refugees of the world. But e
of building

Bans, a career that reflected his own

' spiritual jowrney.

Tanenbaum's early years were
colored by a tragic story of and-
Semitsm told to him by his father

~ when Tanenbaum was 4, The fami-

ly, immigrants from the Ukraine in

. Russia, lived in Baltimore, where

they ran a small grocery storeina
poor section of the city.

On Saturday afternoons, after
services in the Orthodox syna-
gogue, Tanenbaum's father would

- remunisce about life in 3 small Jew-

ish village in the Soviet Union. [t
was on one of those occasions when
the older man told of a Good Friday

when the priest in a nearby Russian
Orthodox Church stirred the con-
gregation with a message about how
the Jews killed Christ. He then led
them to the Tanenbaum home.
With the angry mob behind him,
the priest summoned the family out
of the house. Among them was Aar-
on, an uncle visiting from Odessa for
the Passover holiday. The priest
singled Aaron out and, with the en-
tire Jewish population looking an,
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drowned as the priest prociaimed.
“We offer up this Jew in ransom lor
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Chnst.”
“For a long period of uime, [ felt
Christians and Christanicy were the
enemy of my faith and my people.”
Tanenbaum recalls. :
He had little contact witn Chris-
tians because he attended s Jemisn
parochial school and Yeshiva Uni-
versity, with a short ;espite during
which he studied literature at Johns

the mob forced Aaron into alake. He Hopkins University

‘For a long period
of time, [ felt
Christians and
Christianity were
the enemy of my
faith and my
people.’ But
Rabbi Marc
Tanenbaum
turned the
anguish of
anti-Seinitism
into a
ground-breaking
force for building
a relationship

between Jews and :

Christians.

When he weai L the Jewish
Theological Seminary in New Yorlk,
Tanenbaum concentrated on the
study of the literature and history of
the intertestament period. He
hoped to gain some understanding
aof the roots of ant-Semitism “and to
work out some of my feelings of ha-
tred toward Christianity.”” He came
across a book by an Anglican, James
Clark, ‘#hich dealt with the history

" of the schism between the early

Christian church and Judaism. [t dis-

cussed the origins of anti-Semitism
in the church.

I was surprised and encouraged
to find that a great Chrisdan scholar
was as concerned as [ was,” Tanen-
baum says. “That meant that there
were sincere and concerned Chris-
tians.”

He describes this discovery asa
life~changing experience that drove
him to look for those kinds of Chris-
Hans to pursue an interfaith dia-
logue. "I began to take Christian
peoaple seriously and to have a pro-
found respect for their Christian
faith,” the rabbisays. ‘The conse-
quence of that openness elicited re-
aprocal respect and trust.”

Fifteen years before the Vatican
proclamation, Tanenbaum, then the
executive vice president of the Syn-
agague Council of America, began
discussions with mainstream Prot-
estants at the Natonal Council of
Churches.

It was the only interfaith dia-
logue possible at the time because
Roman Catholics were forbidden to
take part not only in interfaith but
inter-Christian discussions,” says
the rabbi. “And evangelicals were
not even on the scene yet.”

But in the late 1960s, after visit-
ing evangelist Billy Graham in his
North Carolina home and striking up
a personal friendship, Tanenbaum
launched a dialogue with evangeli-
calsas well .

A national d.ia.lo%:lle heldatthe
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville, Ky., in 1968 "be-
came a genuine breakthrough.” he
says. Leading academic and reli-
gous leaders in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, the largest Protes-
tant denomination in the country,
met with leaders of the Jewish com-
munity.

*“That began an extraordinary
mutual respect and appreciation for
each other's traditions, each other’s

Rabbi ends long career in interfaith relations

g .\ Betg ————
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religious institutions, as well as for
evangelicals and Jews as persons’
that spread to every region of the
United States, Tanenbaum says, [t
led to numerous books and college
and seminary conferences that have
cemented those relations.

His efforts ultimately forged a re- .

lationship with the Roman Catholic
Church, which was, perhaps, the

culmination of his work. “I'll pever
. forget standing in St. Peter’s Basili-

ca on Oct, 18, 1965, when Pope
Paul VIintroduced the text of Nos-
trae Aetate. The one image that
kept coming back to me was of my
uncle Aaron being shoved to death
in the lake,

“I kept saying to myself, ‘God, if
only my father could be here now
and see the end of the cycle.” ™

Tanenbaum's caring extends be-

ond Christian-Jewish relations, He
worked, necessarily more quiet-
ly, with Moslem scholars in this
country and abroad to develop a dia-
logue with adherents of that faith.

e also has been invoived with ef-
forts to help 14 million refugees
around the world, particularly in
Southeast Asia, Africa and parts of
Latin America.

“Helping to organize the first

" Jewish relief effort for refugees of

the Nigeria-Biafra conflict in 1968
was the most transforming experi-
ence of my life."”* It gave him a
world-view beyond the Jewish-

tian concerns of his earlier
Fars. He later worked to help the

ietnamese boat people and got in-

gdv;d in the prnbl_engmlfii hunger

uman nghts in opia, .
da and South E\hfriu. P e

He now plans to concentrate on

two books, one on Jewish-Chrisdan

-reladons in America and a second on

the plight of refugees, which he sees

as part of "a terrible epidemic of de- -

bumanization spreading through the
world today."

.
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Tanenbaum steps down

Marc H. Tanenbaum, for 27 years the American Jewish Com-
miltee’s rabbi-in-residence, is retiring. His public service on be-
half of American Jewry gocs back another cight years.

In a presentation which took place Sunday at the AIC’s
National Executive Council meeting in Boston, Rabbi Tanen-
baum was cited for his ‘‘historic contributions in building bridges
of understanding and respect between all major branches of Chris-
tendom and Jewish communitics in many parts of the world’* and
for his leadership role in world refugee, hunger and human rights

Since 1983, Tanenbaum has been director of AJC’s Interna-
tional Relations Department and from 1960 to 1983, he was
national director of interreligious affairs, In 1987, he was unani-
mously elected chairman of the International Jewish Committce
on Interreligious Consultations, which represents world Jewry in
its relations with the Vatican, the World Council of Churches and
other international religious bodics.

As AJC’s representative he was an observer at Vatican Council
1 and played major roles in behalf of refugees in Asia, Africa,
Eastern Europe and Latin America.

Tanenbaum, who visited Atlanta a number of times over the
years, has many [ricnds in both the Jewish and non-Jewish com-
munities. His commentaries have frequently appeared in these
pages, as well.

- Although he is stepping down from the post he has held in re-
cent years, Rabbi Tanenbaum is not totally relinquishing Commit-
tee involvement. As AJC’s intcmational consultant, he will con-
tinue to be involved in several projects he has initiated, including
programs concerned with the Vatican and with Austria. However,
he will be devoting more time to writing, lecturing and teaching.

The Jewish community’s interreligious and interracial re-
lationships have been strengthened over the years by the work of
Rabbi Tanenbaum. His dedication to the ideal of human rights
and human relations is a beacon for those who follow.

We wish him well.



DR. MARC H. TANENBAUM

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, International Relations Consultant of the American Jewish
Committee, has a long and distinguished career in international human rights, world refugee,
world hunger, and foreign relations concerns. He has served as director of international
relations of the American Jewish Committee from 1983-1989.

Formerly the AJC's national interreligious affairs director, Rabbi Tanenbaum was desig-
nated in a recent national poll as "one of the ten most influential and respected religious
leaders in America." A cover story in New York magazine described Dr. Tanenbaum as "one
of the foremost Jewish ecumenical leaders in the world today."

In 1987, he was elected unanimously as Chairman of the prestigious International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC) which represents World Jewry in relations
with the Vatican and other world religious bodies. In May 1988, Rabbi Tanenbaum was
awarded the "Interfaith Medallion" of the International Council of Christians and Jews for his
"historic contributions™ to advancing interreligious understanding over the past 25 years.

Dr. Tanenbaum has served as a member of the Human Rights Research Committee of the
Foreign Policy Association’s Study of Priorities for the 1980s. In recent years, he has
testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the House Foreign Affairs
Committee on "Moral Imperatives in the Formation of American Foreign Policy.” He has also
testified before Congressional committees on world refugee and world hunger problems, and
played a key role in organizing White House conferences on Foreign Aid and Energy Conserva-
tion.

President Jimmy Carter invited Dr. Tanenbaum as the American Jewish leader among ten
national religious and academic spokesmen to discuss "the State of the Nation” at Camp David
summit meetings in 1979. He was also appointed as a member of the Advisory Committee of
the President’s Commission on the Holocaust. : ’

At the invitation of the International Rescue Committee, he joined delegations of
prominent American leaders to carry out three separate fact-finding investigations of the
plight of the Vietnamese "boat people” and Cambodian refugees, which contributed to the
saving of tens of thousands of lives of Indochinese refugees. He has organized many relief
efforts for victims of war and conflict, including Kurds, Lebanese, Nigerians, Ugandans,
Ethiopian Jews, Haitians, Afghanis; Central Americans and Polish refugees. He is a board
member of the International Rescue Committee, the Overseas Development Council, the United
Nations Association, the Bretton Woods Committee, the National Peace Academy, and the
Bayard Rustin Institute. He is a founder and co-chairman of the National Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry, which aids oppressed Jews and Christians in the Soviet Union and
Eastern Europe.

In March 1979, he was invited to consult with Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and German
parliamentary officials in Bonn on the abolition of the statute of limitations on Nazi war
criminals. :




e

~ Dr Tanenbaum is a founder and leading member of the joint liaison committee of the
Vatican Secretariat on Catholic-Jewish Relations and the International Jewish Committee for

Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC), and of a similar body with the World Council of Churches. .

He was the only rabbi at Vatican Council II, and participated in the first official audience of
World Jewish leaders with Pope John Paul II in Vatican City. He was also the first' Jewish

leader to address 4,000 delegates attending the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of -

Churches in Vancouver in July 1983.

He served as consultant to the NBC-TV nine-hour special "Holocaust” and earlier was
consultant to the special "Jesus of Nazareth.” He is an award winning weekly commentator
over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting, and appears frequently on major network programs.

He has lectured at major universities, seminaries, religious and educational bodies in the
United States, Europe, Israel, and Latin America, and at numerous national and international
conferences. Rabbi Tanenbaum is the author or editor of several published books and of
numerous articles. :
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AJWS UPDATE ON AFRICA

The month of December saw one AJWS team travel to Ethiopia for
demonstrations of the Volcani grain cube, and another, to
Zimbabwe and South Africa for-asséssments of current AJWS
projects and 1nvestigation of opportunities to assist rural
communities with grain storage, dry-zone water supply, and
agricultural production.

ETHIOPIA -- Dr. Bob Snow, Director for Program Planning and
Development, and Dr. Jonathan Donahaye, Israeli inventor of the
Volcani grain cube, arrived in Ethiopia to hold demonstrations
for the five relief and development agencies which to which AJWS
donated 141 graln cubes. As Ethiopia is experiencing its first
bumper harvest in years, there is urgent need for effective grain
(continued inside)

%st PRESS CONFERENCE AT SOVIET EMBASSY \

On December 28, Chairman Lawrence S. Phillips presented checks:

. : totalling $80,000 to
Soviet Ambassador Yuri V.
Dubinin and Archbishop
Torkam Manoogian of the
Armenian Church of
America, for reconstruc-
tion and relief aid to
victims of the December 7
earthquake in Armenia
Pictured (1. to r.) are
Henry Morgenthau III,
Archbishop Manoogian,
Ambassador Dubinin, and
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum.

American Jewish World Service

729 Boylston Street, Beiton, MA 02116 (617) 267-6656
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The American Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the
world over; combats bigotry and anti-Semitism and promotes human rights
for all; works for the security of Israel and deepened understanding between
Americans and Israelis; defends democratic values and seeks their realization
in American public policy; and enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish
people

. Founded in , it is the pioneer human-relations agency in the U.S.
ANNUAL MEETING CONTACTS:
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
OCTOBER 27-OCTOBER 30, 1988 Press - Joyce Kaplan
THE WESTIN HOTEL Janice Hyman
COPLEY PLACE
10 HUNTINGTON AVENUE
BOSTON, MA 02116 i Broadcasting - Haina Just
(617) 262-9600

PRESS ROOM: DEFENDER ROOM
(Seventh Floor)
FOR RELEASE AFTER 10 A.M.,
SUNDAY, OCT. 30, 1988
BOSTON, Oct. 30...The American Jewish Committee today presented a farewell citation to Rabbi Marc H.
Tanenbaum in honor Iof his 27 years of “pathbreaking service” to the Committee and his 35 years of
dedicated leadership on behaif of American Jewry.

The citation was presented to Rabbi Tanenbaum by Leo Nevas, chairman of AJC’s Board of Gover-
nors, at the closing session of AJC's Annual National Executive Council Meeting, which was held Oct
27-30 at the Westin Copley Place Hotel here.

Rabbi Tanenbaum has been director of AJC's International Relations Department since 1983, and
from 1960 to 1983 he was the agency’s national director of interreligious affairs.

Since 1987 Rabbi Tanenbaum has also held the chairmanship -- to which he was unanimously elected
-- of the International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC), which represents world
Jewry in its relations with the Vatican, the World Council of Churches, and other international religious
bodies.

On January 1, 1989, Rabbi Tanenbaum will become the AJC's international consultant, relinquishing
direction of the department he headed from 1983 through 1988. As international consultant he will
continue to be involved in several projects he has initiated, such as programs concerned with the
Vatican and with Austria, but he plans also to devote a larger measure of his time to writing, lecturing,
teaching, and working in the areas of world refugee concerns, hunger, and human rights.

In accepting his citation, Rabbi Tanenbaum said: "As I have thought about my 27 years with the
American Jewish Committee, I experience feelings of deepest gratitude to AJC for having made possible
opportunities for living a life of high meaning and for making contributions in many areas of importance
to the Jewish people and to society at large -- in some cases, contributions that, I trust, have been of
lasting and even transforming value.”

Among the AJC experiences the rabbi pointed to were his acting as guest observer, as AIC's
representative, at Vatican Council II; “lifesaving” work in behalf of refugees in Asia, Africa, Eastern
Europe, and Latin America, and "decades-long struggles against anti-Semitism, racism, and dehumaniza-
tion.”

"I look forward with optimism and enthusiasm to a new career that will enable me to do what |
have been diverted from by my activist life,” he said, “namely, writing several books which I have had
to postpone, extended lecturing, and teaching at a university in the near future.”

Rabbi Tanenbaum said he will serve out his term as chairman of LICIC through December 1988, and

= ‘more -
Theadora Ellenctt, President, Lea Nevas, Chair, Board of Governors; Robert S. Jacabs, Chair, National Executive Council; Edward E. Elson, Chair, Board of Trustees
Ira Silverman, Executive Vice-President
Washington Office, 2027 M b Ave., N.W., Wi DC 20036 » Israel ho.: PO. Box 1538, Jarusalem 91410, Israal
South America hg. (temporary office) 165 E. 56 St.. New York, NY 10022.2746
* CSAE 1707
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will preside as co-chairman, with Cardinal Johannes Willebrands, president of the Vatican Secretariat on
Religious Relations with the Jews, at a forthcoming coﬁferenoe on "Anti-Semitism in the Christian West
and the Shoah [Holocaust)." The conference is to be held in Zurich February 20-24, 1989.

Mr. Nevas, in awarding Rabbi Tanenbaum the citation, paid tribute to the rabbi for his "historic
contributions in building bridges of understanding and respect between all major branches of Christendom
and Jewish communities in many parts of the world." Mr. Nevas also expressed appreciation of the
rabbi’s "pionieering role over the past 25 years in providing singular leadership in world refugee, hunger,
and human rights programs.” Rabbi Tanenbaum, said Mr. Nevas, has made "permanent contributions to
enriching the intellectual and moral leadership of the American Jewish Committee, and all of us remain
in his debt for years to come."”

The plaque presented to Rabbi Tanenbaum reads: "To Marc Tanenbaum for his exceptional contri-
bution to enhancing understanding of the Jewish people in the interreligious and international commu-
nities.”

The American Jewish Committee is this country’s pioneer human relations organization. Founded in
1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances
the cause of improved human relations for all people everywhere.

— i

AJRZ, CP, BOSP, BBOS
88-960-177
PEI-Tanenbaum JICS
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Tanenbaum steps down

* Marc H. Tanenbaum. for 27 years the American .Tewish Com- |,
mittee’s rabbi-in-residence, is retiring. His public service on be-
half of American Jewry goes back another eight years.

= In a presentation which took place Sunday -at -the AJC's
National Executive:;Council meeting in Boston, Rabbi Tanen- £
baum was cited for his ‘“historic contributions in building bridges |-
of understanding and respect between all major branches of Chris-
tendom and Jewish communities in'many parts of the world’’ and '
for his leadership role in world refugee, hunger and human rights
programs.

Since 1983, Tanenbaum has been director of AJC’s Interna- Ll
tional Relations Departmcnl and from 1960 to 1983, he was
national-director-of intérreligious affairs. In 1987, he was unani- ’|
mously elected chairman of the International Jewish Commitice |
on Interreligious Consultations, which represents world Jewry in |
its relations with the Vatican, the World Council of Churches and
other international religious bodies.

As AJC’s répresentative he was an observer at Vatican Council
II and played major roles in behalf of refugees in Asia, Africa,

Eastern Europe and Latin America.
| Tanenbaum, who visited Atlanta a number of times over the
| years; has many friends in both the Jewish and.non-Jewish com-
' | munities. His commentaries havc frequemly appeared in these
l pages;: as well..

; Allhough he is‘stepping down from the post he has held in re-
centyyears; Rabbi Tanenbaum is not totally relinquishing:Commit-
lee mvolvcmcnt As AJC s international consultant, he will con-
unue to be involved'in several pro;ccls he has initiated, including
‘programs concerned with the' Vatican and with Austria. However,
'he will be devoting more time 10 wmmg. 1 c turing and teaching.

Thc Jewish. commiunity’s ‘interreligious,and. mterracnal re-

e
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REASONS FOR MY NOMINATION - Rgbbi Marc H. Tanenbaum has enlarged both the Christian

and Jewish understanding of God by bringing those intrinsically related yet long

estranged traditions into mutual concourse.

To a greater extent than any person in contemporary history he has opened these great

and seminal heritages _to one another, enabling the 11ghta of each to enlighten and

magnify the other.

His influesnce and activitises in religion spannihg more than thirty years (30) in the

United States and Western Europe has produced a view of the Jhdeo*christian hexttags

alliance in adademic, publishing and community endeavor that has provided a deepened,

more authentic and infommed faith in both branchessof it.

Through his work and impact on them, he has pioneered an awareness in our time that

both these traditions origihate as ons faith and Xkmy that they remained rooted

in it developing from it insights from which each enhsnces the other.

This is an histerically monumental religlous advance, overcoming the falsehdods,

hatreds, asnd horrors that previously marked the relatlonships of Jews and Christians

through the centuries. The new comity engendered by Rabbl Tanenbgum's work stands as
overwhelming ’

ankmwsxing/contribution to humanity in its religious maturing.

It has augmented the understanding both of Jews and Christians of their own faiths, of

one another, and &f the inclusive richness of Goééa revelations.

Rabbl Tanenbsum also has been in the forefront of applying shared convictions in

allaying the ills of the world. His leadership has boought Jsws and Christians

together in working for civil rights, racial justice, in caring for refugees such

as the Vietnamese"boat people} working for human rights and improt¥ihg the lot of the

homeless, poor and hungry.

Among those most knowledgeable on he impact of religious figures , the religious

news speaialists in a 1978 Christiaﬁ Century poll named Rabbi Tanenbaum among

%the ten most respected religious figures!! TwxAmmximmxitx
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- BY RABBI MARC H.
TANENBAUM

When the Biblical Matri-

arch, Sarah, founding moth- .

er of the Jewish people, died

at the ripe age.of 127 years,

the great Biblical commen-
tator, "Rashi, said that “all
her years were equal in

. goodness.”

‘suffered hunger, kidnapping
by Pharaoh;~was ' childless
for 90 years, and -saw her
onl -son Isaac almost sacri-
ﬁced? The rabbis answered
that Sarah, the most right-
eous -of women, accepted
\zevery_ hardship she exper-
enced with love and the

€ ey

' How could~that be, Inon-f'
‘sidering thefact that Sarah -

R T

s

ll Remembe} Mdfﬂdﬁ"l

optimistic words. “Gam zu
letovah — this is also for the
good.” That is why all her

years were considered: good :

Mother ' Sarah was a
special consoiatmn to my
family as'we struggled to

find meaning in the death of-

our mother, Sadie Tanen-
baum, Feb. 28 She was born
80 years ago in a Ukrainian
shtetl, grew up in the midst
of . Russian poverty and

pogroms. At 15, ‘she:
risked erossmg the oceans in-
search of 2 a‘better, freer I:fe

in Golden Amencd. '

Together ‘with my father
she struggled through the

Depression - years, sustain-
mgheriam:ly by incredible

hard work ‘in a ma-and-pa
store in- Baltl.mom _Like

T N o

. oy

most wonderful mothers of
that immigrant generation,
she was impassioned about

_her duties — to her husband,

to her children’s health anbd
education, to her orthodox
Judaism and to other people
in. need. Despite all the
economic hardshlps.- Mom
found exuberant  joy in
living. She;loved-to:sing in
Russian and Yiddish, recite
poetry,-and cook constantly
for her family. . Like :Matri-
arch - Sarah, ;she, was:. a

spectacular woman,of:. faith -

and hope, and the Taren-
baum family: will -never -be
the same without. her -,

=)



Two Rabbis Leave Legacy of Change

By ARI L. GOLDMAN

Forly years ago, Marc H. Tanen-
baum and Wolle Kelman were room-
mates at the Jewish Theological
Seminary in Manhattan, where they
were studying to be Conservative
rabbis. Now both men are retiring
from long-held positions after two re-
markable and influential, but very
different, careers in the American
rabbinate. :

Although neither man ever led a
congregation, their work had a great
impact on the American rabbi.

Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is 63 years
old, made a career in the field of
Christian-Jewish relations, becoming
a pioneer in forging links among Jews
and Roman Catholics, main-line
Protestants and Evangelicals. A
weekly commentator on radio for 25
years and a regular adviser to the
television networks, Rabbi Tanen-

baum is probably the best known

rabbi among Christians.
Rabbi Kelman, who is 65, has
worked primarily within the Jewish
_community, often in a behind-the-
scenes role. He helped build Conser-
vative Jewry Into the largest of the
three major branches and shep-
herded some of its most radical
changes, like the admission of women
into the rabbinate. :

‘Enlarged the Role’

““Wolfe and Marc enlarged the role
of the rabbinate,”” said a Reform
leader, Rabbj Alexander Schindler,
president of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations. “They helped
the American rabbi break out of the
traditional mold of congregational
functionary to one who leads in the
larger community."

Not everyone has appreciated their
activism. Over the years, Rabbl
Tanenbaum came under attack from
some traditionalist elements of the
Orthodox community for his eager-
ness (o engage in theological dialogue

with Christians. A cartoon in the Yid- -

dish press in the 1860's showed Pope

‘Paul VI holding a leash with Rabbi:

Tanenbaum at the end of it. Both he
and Rabbl Kelman have become ac-
customed to being addressed as
“Mister" rather than ‘‘Rabbi” by
traditionalist Orthodox Jews.

Both Rabbi Kelman and Rabbi
Tanenbaum came from Orthodox
homes and attended Orthodox yeshi-

vas. As young men, however, they -

began to challenge what they saw as
Orthodox insularity and inflexibility
and enrolled at the Jewish Theologi-
tal Seminary, the educational center
of Conservative Judaism.

Conservative Judaism ts the
authority of Halakha, traditional Jew-
ish law, but believes that it can
change as it confronts modern issues
like technology, feminism and plural-
ism. '

Professor’s Deciples -

At the seminary, both students be-
came disciples of Rabbl Abraham
Joshua Heschel, professor of Jewish
ethics and mysticism, who would

Seminary
roommates forged
new roles and
alliances.

later go to the Vatican‘to talk to Pope
Paul VI and march with the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. in Selma, Ala.

**Heschel taught us that no religion
has a monopoly on holiness,”” Rabbi
Kelman said.

In an interview at his Upper East
Side apartment, where he munched
on a cinnamon stick, a vestige from
his cigar-smoking days, Rabbi
Tanenbaum said he was "‘the least
likely person” to get involved in the
area of Christian-Jewish relations.

As a child in Baltimore, he heard
stories from his immigrant parents
about the persecution they had suf-
fered as Jews, often at the hands of
the church in Czarist Russia. “My fa-
ther would cross the street so as not
to walk in front of a church,” he re-,
called.

As a student at the seminary, Rabbi
Tanenbaum began to delve into the
roots of anti-Semitism among Chris-
tians. He said that he was driven to
reconcile how ‘“‘a church that

. preached a gospel of love could have

turned it into a gospel of hatred and
destruction when it came to Jews."

Observer at Vatlcanll .

What he found, he said, was an "ig-
norance that was staggering” be-
tween the faiths. '

Since his ordination in 1950, inter- I
faith work has been his passion, first
as executive vice president of the
Synagogue Council of America and,
since 1960, in various roles for the
American Jewish Committee. He re-
tired from the committee earlier this
year and will continue to serve as a

_consultant to the organization.

The high -point.of Rabbi Tanen-
baum's four decades in Christian-
Jewish relations was the Second Vati-
can Councll, which, in 1965, produced
the landmark document "Nostra Ae-
tate.” The document repudiated anti-
Semitism by anyone at any time.”
Rabbl Tanenbaum, an official ob-
server to Vatican II, was the only
rabbi who attended. .

While the 1960’s were dominated by
Catholic-Jewish contacts, the focus in
the 1950's was on Jewish-Protestant
dialogue, and in the 1970's, talks were
initiated between Jews and Evangeli-
cals and the Eastern Orthodox.

On the mantel in Rabbi Tanen-
baum's apartment are scenes from
his journey, There are pictures of him
with religious leaders rike Pope John
Paul II, Archbishop Desmond Tutu
and the Rev. Billy Graham.

At Rabbi Kelman’s office, the only .
framed picture is one of his parents, |

o T W S A R S A ey

Rabbi Zvi Yehuda and Mirl Kelman.
His father died when he was 13, and
his mother, left with six children,
stepped into the role of community
leader in Toronto, dispensing reli-
gious and personal guidance.

“It was her example that made me
believe women could function as rab-
bis,” Rabbi Kelman said, acknowl-
edging that his mother, who ve-
mained Orthodox throughout her life,
might not approve of his conclusion
The Orthodux do not ordain women.

After his ordination in 1950, Rabbi
Kelman became execulive vice presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Assembly, the
rabbinical arm of Conservative Juda-
ism. He retired from the position
earlier this month after almost 40
years in office. He will remain at the
seminary to direct the Louis Finkel-
stein Institute of Religious and Sociul
Studles.

The 1950’s turned out to be a decade
of phenomenal growth for the Conser:
vative movement, as the suburbs ex-
ploded with new development. Con-
servative synagogues were being
built so rapidly that the movement
couldn’t meet the demand. Many Con-
servative synagogues hired Reform
and Orthodox rabbis instead. t

Membership in the Rabbinical As-
sembly grew from 300 rabbis in 195}
to 1,200 today. Over that period,
Rabbi Kelman presided over what he
calls “the professionalization of ‘the
rabbinate,” working to insure rabbis:
job security, housing, pensions and in-
surance. Rahbis’ salaries now range
from $50,000 Lo $100,000. o

Rabbi Kelman declined to tak
credit for being anything more than a
facilitator. *“The status of rabbis inm-
proved because of the hundreds .gf
good rabbis out there,” he said. J

—




 Birry GRAHAM
MONTREAT, NORTH GAROLINA 281757

November 16, 1989

Dear Sir John,

It has been far too long since our paths have
crossed, and I am glad for this opportunity to
write you. .

Someone recently showed me the document prepared
on my good friend Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum and
submitted to you for consideration for the
Templeton Prize. I wish I had thought to write
you long before they did! I can think of no one
more deserving of this award, and I: heartily
commend him to you for consideration.

Not only has he been a good personal friend to me
for many years, but has been a tremendous help in
my ministry. I count on him for advice and
counsel and we have worked quietly together behind
the scenes a number of times in projects of deep
concern to us both, unknown to the general public.

He is worthy of such an honor not only for his
great leadership in the Jewish community, but as a
concerned religious world leader. The _
presentation sent to you already speaks for itself
and there is really nothing left for me to say
about him! I would like nothing better than to
see him nominated. :

I leave this weekend and will not be back home

( until just before Christmas. Therefore I would
like to take this opportunity of wishing you and
yours a happy Thanksgiving and merry Christmas,
and the prayer that as we go into a new decade the
Lord will continue to richly bless 'you.

With warmest Christian greetings, I am

Cordially yours,

Sir John Tenmp 0
Box N7776

Lyford Cay
Nassau, Bahamas

e Bl Tae e
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Tanenbaum steps down

Marc H. Tanenbaum, for 27 years the American Jewish Com-
mittee’s rabbi-in-residence, is retiring. His public service on be-
half of American Jewry goes back another eight years.

In a presentation which took place Sunday at the AJC’s
National Executive Council meeting in Boston, Rabbi Tanen-
baum was cited for his *‘historic contributions in building bridges
of understanding and respect between all major branches of Chris-
tendom and Jewish communities in many parts of the world’’ and
for his leadership role in world refugee, hunger and human rights

grams.

Since 1983, Tanenbaum has been director of "AJC’s Interna-
tional Relations Department and from 1960 to 1983, he was
" national director of interreligious affairs, In 1987, he was unani-
mously elected chairman of the Intemational Jewish Committee
on Interreligious Consultations, which represents world Jewry in
its relations with the Vatican, the World Council of Churches and
other international religious bodies.

As AJC'’s representative he was an observer at Vatican Council
I and played major roles in behalf of refugees in Asia, Africa,
Eastern Europe and Latin America.

Tanenbaum, who visited Atlanta a number of times over the
years, has many friends in both the Jewish and non-Jewish com-
munities. His commentaries have frequently appeared in these
pages,aswell.

Although he is stepping down from the post he has held in re-
cent years, Rabbi Tanenbaum is not totally relinquishing Commit-
tee involvement. As AJC's intemnational consultant, he will con-
tinue to be involved in several projects he has initiated, including
programs concemed with the Vatican and with Austria. However,
he will be devoting more time to writing, lecturing and teaching.

The Jewish community’s interreligious and interracial re-
lationships have been strengthened over the years by the work of
Rabbi Tanenbaum. His dedication to the ideal of human rights
and human relations is a beacon for those who follow.

We wish him well.



CThe New York Board of Rabbis

Cordially invites you to the

RABBI ISRAEL AND LIBBY MOWSHOWITZ CONFERENCE

- Wednesday moming, April 29 at 10:30 A.M.
at
The New York Board of Rabbis

10 East 73rd Street
New York City

At which time the Mowshowitz Prize will be presented to

RABBI MARC TANENBAUM

Rabbi Tanenbaum will deliver the Lecture

"Why Jewish-Christian Relations?"

RSVP: (212) 879-8415
Luncheon Meeting for Officers and Board of Governors at 12:00 Noon
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April 9, 1992

Dr., Marc Tanenbaum
45 East 89th Street  Suite 18 F
New York, New York 10128

Dear Dr. Tanenbaum:

As the time draws closer to May 17, I thought
I would bring you up to date on our arrangements,
thus far, for your lecture.

An initial "Save the Date" mailing (copy enclosed)
was sent to the membership of the sponsoring

groups plus notification to relevant Jewish
organizations, asking them to publicize the event.
In addition, invitations and publicity materials -
are being prepared for timely distribution,

We would greatly appreciate knowing your travel
plans as soon as possible so we can arrange for
your transportation, hotel accommodations, etc.
If you have this information prior to April 27,
please contact me at my home:

5719 No. Cicero Ave., Chicago, I1. 60646
Tele: (Day or evening) (312) 725-7330

Should you need to contact our committee subsequent
to April 27, please be in touch with:

Michael Lorge

8939 No. Karlov Ave., Skokie I11, 60076
Tele: (Home) (708) 674-0344
(0Office)(312) 641-1300

Once again, we look forward to your being with us
for what we know will be a most stimulating and
interesting afternoon. As Pesach approaches, we all
wish you a most heartfelt “Chag Sameach!"

Si.earely,

7 ZZ' i
Daniel Greenberg, PI
DG/rl Lorge Memorial Lecture Seyies

Encl.
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BIO

RESPONSE OF RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM, DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, ON RECEIVING ''INTERFAITH AWARD" OF THE
INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS, WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 1988
AT THE GRAND HYATT HOTEL, NEW YORK CITY

e e e e e e e e - e e T

This would be a meaningful and moving moment in my life under normal cir-
cumstances. Given my recent hospitalization, this event -- the receiving
of the prestigious '"Interfaith Award" of the International Cbﬁncil of
Christians and Jews in the midst of your presence am assumes a very

special, even a rare quality of grace.

| must confess that an element of its specialness derives from the fact
that this is one of the few events in my life thaf I did not have to
arrange myself. That adds to why | am so touched and grateful for today.
Sir Sigmund Sternberg, one of the most distinguished leaders of British
Jewry and a statesman of the Jewish People, and the International Council
of Christians and Jews, perhaps the most represeﬁtative body devoted to
the improvement of relationships between Christians and Jews internation-
ally, quite spontaneously informed me several months ago that | had been
selected for this distincttoniinrecognition of my more than 25 years of
service in the advancement of Jewish-Christian understanding. That .spon-

taneity lends the luster of authenticity to this tribute.

With your permission, | should like to take just a few moments to reflect
on some of the meaning of this occasion and award to me. It is most effec-

tively synthesizéd forme in the writings of Dr. Ernest Becker, a bri]]iant

but neglected cultural anthropologist. In his book, The Denial of Death,
Dr. Becker states that human beings do not in fact fear death. What peo-
ple fear is dying in insignificance. That is the real terror of death.
He proposes that all of us -- at least most of us -- have a need to ljve
our lives in a way that makes a difference, significant lives that give

meaning to human existence. That isourn immortality, Becker writes.
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All our art, literature, music, culture, even religion are ways of making
a statement, leaving a landmark that we have not simply endured as animal
life endures, but that we have lived lives of purpose and meaning. In
short, Becker asserts, each of us has a powerful need to make a differ-
ence through our iiving, to help ennoble the human condition. That, he

says, is true immortality.

As | have thought about my past 27 years with the American Jewish Com-
mittee, | expé??ence feelings of deepest gratitude for AJC's having
made possiblé opportunities for living a life of such high meaning, en-
abling contributions to be made in mény areas of importance to the Jewish
People and to society at large -- in some cases contributions, | trust,

of lasting, even transforming value.

In retrospect, it is remarkable that AJC!s lay leaders and professional
leadership supported activities literally in évery decade during which

1 have been associated with AJC, that helped change the course of history
for Ithe better.

In the 1960s, AJC made possible the participation of my beloved .col league

and mentor, Zachariah Shuster, and my precious teacher, Rabbi Abraham

“Joshua Heschel, both of blessed memory, and myself, in Vatican Council Il.

The Council was a transforming event which has radically changed the
course of 1900 years of Catholic-Jewish relations, much of it now for the
better. iIn the 1970s, we were able to pidneer with Dr. Billy Graham and
the Southern B&ftist Convention }n opening a new world of E&éngeifcai-.

Jewish relations which continues to this day.

In the kate 1970s and early 1980s, AJC enabled my taking part in-fbhr 
seﬁarate International Rescue Committee missions to Southeast Asia that
literally resulted in the saving of thousands of lives of Vietnamese Boat
Peﬁple and Cambodians, and led to the resettlement of a half-million hap-
less refugees in the United States. Earlier in the mid-1960s, we were
able to engage in similar life-saving roles in the Nigerian-Biafran con-

flict, and then in Ethiopia,. and in the drought-ridden Sahelian zone of

‘West Africa.
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in the 1980s, we were able to make significantgéinswith major European
countries.-- both West and East --.particularly in West Germany fhrough
the excellent work of William Trosten and hié pfedecessors, as well as in
Latin America, led by Jacobo Kovadloff and Sergio Nudelsfejer, that re-
quire further serious, responsible cultivation. And now in 1388, we are
beginning to explore the possible fmportancé to Jews and lsrael of Jaﬁan
and the Pacific Rim in light of their pdwerful.geo—poli;ical and economic

presence. in America and in the world.

While these were the dramatic and historic highlights, we conjured with
those challenges while concentrating much of our energies on the pr{or;
ities of lsrael, Soviet Jewry, endangefed,Jewish cémmunitiés in'EthiGblé,
Iran, Syria, Yemen, Central-America and elsewhere. We visited_oberamﬁergau
several times to bring about chqnggs_in_iheir_?assion Play. We implemented
religious textbook studies, and we sought to cpﬁbat teaching. Eonfémpt '
against Jews and Judaism in cooperation with friends such as ﬁmé. Ciéife

Huchet-Bishop,. a great Christian Jady:who gfaces us with her presence.

I will never be able to thank adéquately, Dr. John Slawson and Bert Gold,
who put up with my idiosyncracies and maﬁﬁﬁga$; my specialized shtik;

but also gave me the freedom and support to do what 1 thought had to be
done in our common interest. They instilled in me one crucial motto --
‘which is the motto of AJC at its best -~ be effective, know the facts

and do it right.

Ted Ellenoff, Leo Nevas, our AJC officers, our eminent former presidents,
our professional colleagues -- for me especially those in interreligioﬁs
affairs and international relations -- our chapter leaders, our area
directors -- that is the moral and human fréméwork wi thout which none

of this history could have been made, decade after decade. And | am
confident that under lfa: Silverman's leadership as Executive Vice Fresi-
dent that tradition of significant accomplishment will continue and ex—

pand.
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In truth, | feel deeply that this award is to be shared with the Ameri-
can Jewish Committee, the ICCJ, and those thousands of extraordinary
Christian and Jewish leaders who ;ollaborated with. us throughout the
United'States.and in other parts'of the world to bring about this “re#—
olution of mutual esteem.'' There are few greater personal satis}actions
for me today than that of being embraced as friend and colleague by
these Christian:and Jewish leaders in virtually every major city in the

United States and in many parts of the world.

There is a Hebrew phrase achaton, acharon chaviv -- “'the last is the
most beloved.'" My magnificent, beautiful, and brilliant wife, Georgette,
has saved my lifée in many ways. It is difficult';o imagine that any
human being can give more to another than my wife has given to me. Dur-

Ing our years together, Georgette has made me bbssib\e.

Sif Sigmund, 1CCJ, AJC, and my family of friends, for this memorable
day, | thank you from the bottom of my heart.

MHT:RPR
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REASONS FOR OUR NOMINATION - Rabbi Tanenbaum has been a unique force over three
decades - longer than any other living personality in the world Jewish community - in seeking to

~ motivate members of God’s human family to model their lives in imitation of His holiness and moral
virtues in their daily relations with one another. He has dedicated his life to realizing these Biblical
values in three primary areas: - -

A

"How can you love God whom you cannot see if you hate your fellow man whom you can
see?” That Biblical injunction, shared both by Christians and Jews (as well as Muslims and
other high religions) has been a central faith conviction of Rabbi Tanenbaum’s since his
childhood in a Jewish religious school in Baltimore. He has felt that the contradictions
between the lofty and noble professions of love, charity and forgiveness proclaimed by
Judaism and Christianity (and other religions) and the historic practices of prejudice and
hostility - racism, anti-Semitism, anti-Christianity, anti-Islam, apartheid - have led to
widespread alienation of whole generations, especially young people, from the Church, the
Synagogue, and the Mosque. Belief in God has been compromised or weakened for millions
by cynicism which perceived religious institutions and some of their major leaders as agents

of moral hypocrisy.

In the mid-1950s, Rabbi Tanenbaum, following his ordination at the Jewish Theological
Seminary as a Conservalive Rabbi, began a systematic effort to reach out to the major
Christian leaders and churches in the United States in order to establish together that
religion was at its core a force of love and reconciliation that is worthy of commitment.

Since 1952, Rabbi Tanenbaum pioneered almost single-handedly in establishing warm and
mutually respectful relations with virtually every major branch of Christendom - mainline
Protestants, Roman Catholics, Evangelical Christians, Greek Orthodox, Armenian Apostolic
Church. He has numbered among his friends and collaborating colleagues over decades
religious leaders who have shaped America's spiritual ethos - the Rev. Dr. Billy Graham;
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen; Cardinals Bernardin, Law, O’Connor, Quinn, Shehan,
Archbishops May and Keeler, and most of the members of the Catholic hierarchy; the late
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr (with whom Tanenbaum wrote a small book on Religion and
International Cooperation); Dr. John Bennett; Archbishop lakovos; Archbishop Manoogian;
Rabbis Abraham Joshua Heschel, Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveichik, and Rabbi Louis Finkelstein



'(with whom Rabbi Tanenbaum collaborated during Vatican Council II which he attended

as the only rabbi serving as "official observer" at the request of the late Cardinal Augustin
Bea.)

To provide substance and support for his work of reconciliation and building mutual respect,

Rabbi Tanenbaum supervised the milestone studies of interreligious content in religious
textbooks used in the educational systems of Jews (Dropsie University study), Protestants
‘(Faith and Prejudice, Yale Divinity School), Catholics (Catechetics and Prejudice, St. Louis
University), and French, Spanish, and Italian textbooks (Paulist Press.) The studies and
extensive programs for implementing their findings have resulted in the virtual removal of
every hostile or negative references of major religious groups about each other, and the
introduction into teaching materials of positive, affirming portrayals of each religious group’s
beliefs and practices.

In his commitment to help build up *the Family of God" based on mutual knowledge and
reciprocal respect, Rabbi Tanenbaum traveled in the 1960s through the 1980s to every major
city in the United States, Western and Eastern Europe, Latin America, parts of Africa, and
the Middle East where he lectured and organized networks of Christians, Jews, and
frequently Muslims through seminars, dialogues, institutes, academic conferences. His
accomplishment was characterized by a Roman Catholic priest, president of the Papal
University Pro Deo in Rome, as "a revolution in mutual esteem.”

For his ecumenical and Jewish-Christian labors he has received fifteen honorary doctorates
from major Christian and Jewish universities and seminaries. In 1988, Sir Sigmund
Sternberg conferred on him the Interfaith Medallion" of the International Council of
Christians and Jews. -

New York Magazine (January 1979) in a cover story characterized Rabbi Tanenbaum as "the
foremost Jewish ecumenical leader in the world today." Similar evaluations have appeared
in numerous secular, Christian, and Jewish publications in many parts of the world
(Newsweek, Time, U.S. News and World Report, USA Today, New York Times, National
Catholic News Service, Religious News Service, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Commentary
magazine.) A Christian Century poll designated Rabbi Tanenbaum "as one of the ten most
respected and influential religious leaders in America," following Dr. Billy Graham, the Rev.
Theodore Hesburgh, President Jimmy Carter, Dr. Martin Marty, among others.

On May 4, 1989, Rabbi Tanenbaum was invited to deliver the keynote address at the
National Day of Prayer at the Pentagon.

"The Sacred dignity of Human Life Created in the Image of God."

This central Biblical conviction in the Torah and the Gospel which mandates reverence for
each human life as sacred has governed Rabbi Tanenbaum’s beliefs that these are not simply
liturgical phrases but prophetic commands to seek to uphold the dignity and to preserve the
lives where possible of every human being. Believing that "the spark of God is found in
every human soul,” and inspired by the model of Mother Theresa, among others, the Rabbi
has devoted a large measure of his energies to easing the plight and suffering of countless
refugees and those afflicted by hunger and poverty in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.

In 1967, he was the first Jewish leader to organize a massive effort in the Jewish community
to help save the lives of tens of thousands of Christian Ibos during the Nigerian/Biafran
conflict. In 1978, he was the first Jewish representative t0 join a mission of the
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International Rescue Committee which visited every refugee camp in Southeast Asia where
some 250,000 Vietnamese boat people, Cambodians, and ethnic Chinese had drowned in
the South China Sea. That mission of Christians and Jews, followed by three subsequent
missions, resulted in President Jimmy Carter’s issuing an executive order to the Seventh
Fleet stationed in the Philippines not to allow any refugee boats to founder in the
surrounding waters. As a result of these efforts, the drowning of the Vietnamese boat
people virtually came to an end.

For Rabbi Tanenbaum, that work of mercy was the fulfillment of the Rabbinic teaching that
"He who saves a single life is regarded as if he had saved an entire world." It was also
shaped by the rabbi’s response to the Nazi holocaust, and the Levitical message, "You shall
not stand idly by while the blood of your brothers and sisters cry out to you from the earth.”
(Rabbi Tanenbaum serves on the President’s Commission on the Holocaust.)

Rabbi Tanenbaum then helped organize the American Jewish World Service in 1984, an
international disaster relief and development organization of the Jewish community. AJWS
now serves in 27 countries in Africa, Asia, and Latin America helping impoverished peoples,
regardless of religion, become self-sufficient. The motto of AJWS is founded on
Maimonides’ teaching that "the highest form of tzedakah (justice and charity) is to help
your neighbor become independent and self-reliant.” (As a result of AJWS’ work of mercy
and compassion.in South India, the Dalai Lama has invited the organization of a2 Buddhist-
Jewish dialogue.)- -

In the 1960's Rabbi Tanenbaum was the foremost Jewish leader in helping organize
cooperatively with Christian leaders community organization and self-development projects
in fourteen inner city ghettoes (The Coalition of Conscience.) In 1963, he served as
program chairman of the historic National Conference of Religion and Race in Chicago
which provided the first national ecumenical platform for the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. As a result of the moral conviction that emerged at that assembly, the decision was
. made to organize the March on Washington in August 1963.

In 1984, Rabbi Tanenbaum was the first Jewish leader to join with Catholic, Protestant,
Evangelical, and Muslim leaders in mobilizing a major effort to respond affirmatively to the
needs of 35,000 homeless people in New York and some 2,000,000 in the United States.

This coalition of religious leaders played a decisive role in affecting the conscience of city,
state, and national leaders in responding to the heart-breaking destitution of the homeless.

"Universal Fraternity and the Kingdom of God."

Central to Rabbi Tanenbaum'’s religious belief system has been Maimonides’ teachings
regarding the Messianic Age and the Kingdom of God. Through God’s Providence and with
man (and woman) as co-partner in the work of completing creation, an overarching moral
and spiritual objective has been that of seeking to bring an end to "war, hatred, jealousy,
and bloodshed,” and to usher in a period of "universal love, compassion, justice, and peace.”
Through such actual transformation of the human condition, Maimonides taught, we will
know that the Kingdom has begun.

That deeply-held conviction has motivated Rabbi Tanenbaum to write several volumes and
numerous essays and monographs, as well as 1o organize dozens of academic and theological
seminars, for the development of a systematic theology of pluralism. (See his paperback,
Religious Values in An Age of Violence, his essay on "Judaism, Ecumenism, and Pluralism"
Speaking of God Today - Jews and Lutherans in Conversation, Evangelicals and the Jews in




an Age of Pluralism.)

Beginning with an "International Colloquium on Judaism and Christianity” at Harvard
Divinity School in 1966, Rabbi Tanenbaum has worked systematically to develop a theology
of "unity in the midst of diversity" that encourages the profoundest commitments to one’s
faith while respecting the diversity of other faith commitments. (See his Publications list,
Appendix IL)

In 1970, he organized a world conference of religious leaders from Judaism, Christianity,
Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, Shintoism, and African religions at Hebrew University in
Jerusalem. The Truman Peace Center published the proceedings which became a milestone
work in developing a doctrine of world religious pluralism and co-existence.

In 1971, he helped organize a conference in Jerusalem on "The Bible and Black Africa.”
Some 75 Christian and Muslim leaders from most African nations joined with Jews in
exploring how religiously to overcome the religious, racial, and ethnic strife in the African
continent which has resulted in so much group hostility, fanaticism, and human destruction.

In 1984, Rabbi Tanenbaum served as co-chairman with the leaders of the Brazilian
conference of Catholic Bishops in organizing a Pan-American Conference of Christians and
Jews in the Sao Paolo which brought together leaders from every South American country
and North America in seeking to advance religious pluralism and human rights.

Rabbi Tanenbaum has been a foremost leader in the cause of religious liberty, freedom of
conscience and human rights. He was a founder and co-chairman of the National
Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, which supports religious liberty and human rights
for Jews, but also for Pentecostal, Evangelical Baptists, Russian Orthodox, and Catholics
in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.

Thus, the core teaching and belief in the sacred dignity of every human being as a child of
God is translated into daily reality.

For his three decades of leadership in the cause of religious pluralism and human dignity,
St. Mercy College in Bridgeport Connecticut, conferred on Rabbi Tanenbaum an honorary
doctorate in 1985, terming him "The Human Rights Rabbi of America.”
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Rabbis Wolle Kelman, left, and Marc H. Tanenbaum, who are both retiring, walking through the grounds
of the Jewish 'Theological Seminary in Manhattan, where they were roommates 40 years ago.

.

(If you missed the August 18 issue of
The New York Times, this article about
Marc H, Tanenbaum will be of interest.)

By ARIL.GOLDMAN

Forty years ago, Marc H. Tenen-
baum and Wolle Kelman were room-
mates at the Jewish Theologlcal
Seminary in Manhattan, where they
were sludying lo be Conservative
rabbis. Now both men are reliring
from long-held positlons alter Lwo re-
markable and Influential, but very
different, careers in the American
rahbinate,

Although neither man ever led a
congregation, their work had a great
impact on the American rabbi.

" Rabbi Tanenbaum, who is 63 years
old, made a carcer in the field of
Christian-Jewish relations, becoming
a pioneer in forging links among Jews
ond Roman Catholics, main-ling
Pr and Evangelicals.

weekly commentalor on radio for 25
years ond a regular adviser to the
television networks, Rabbl Tanen-
baum Is probably the best known
rabbl among Christians. *

Rabbi Kelman, who Is 65, has
worked primarlly within the Jewish
community, often In & bchind-the-
sgenes rofe, He helped bulld Conser-
vittive Jewry Into the largest of the
three major branches and shep-
herded some of its most radical
changes, like the admission of

‘Seminary
roomates became .
national leaders.

Tater go 1o the Vatlcan 1o talk to Pope

Paul VI and march with the Rev.

Martin Luther King Jr. in Selma, Ala.
*Heschel taught us that no religion

has a mm?aly on holiness,” Rabbi--

Kelman sai

In an Interview at his Upper East
Side apariment, where he munched
onac slick, a ige from
his cigar-smoking days, Rabbl
Tanenbaum sald he was "'the least
likely person™ to get involved in the
areaof Christian-Jewish relations. ~

As a child in Baltimore, he heard
stories from his immigrant parents
about the persecution they had suf-
fered as Jews, often at the hands of
the church in Czarlst Russia. “My fa-
ther would cross the street so as not
10 ’\'h’e-“ljlil in front of a church,” he re-
<a L

into the rabbinate.
‘Enlarged the Role'

""Wolle and Marc enlarged the role
of the rabbinate," said a Reform
leader, Rabbi Alexander Schindler,
president of the Union of American
Hebrew Congregations. **They helped
the American rabbl break out of the
traditional mold of congregational
functiomary to one who leads In the
larger community.*

Not everyone has appreciated their

activism. Over the years, Rabbi

Tanenbaum came under attack from
some traditionalist elements of the
Orthodox community for his eager-
ness lo engage in theological dialogue
with Christians. A cartoon in the Yid-
dish press in the 1960's showed Pope
Paul VI holding a leash with Rabbi
Tanenbaum al the end of it. Both he
and Rabbi Kelman have become ac-
cusiomed to being addressed as
“Mister”” rather than ‘“‘Rabbi” by
+ traditionalist Orthodox Jews.

Both Rabbl Kelman and Rabbi
Tanenbaum came from Orthodox
h and fed Orthodox yeshl-

b, ¥as. As young men, however, they
| began to challenge what they saw as

! Orthodox insularity and | bility
and cnrolled at the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary, the educational cenler
of Conservative Judaism.

Conservative Judaism respects the

pauthority of Halakha, traditional Jew-

law, but believes that It can

ch : as ft confronts modem lIssues
€ 1ec)

3 logy, feminism and plurak
ismis L

) meunnr'u Declples |

came disciples ol Rabbl Abraham
Joshus Maschel, professor of Jowish
ethics mnd mysticlsm, who would
e

Al the seminary, both students be-. ..

Asa at the seminary, Rabbi
Tanenbaum began to delve into the
roots of anti-Semitism among Chris-
tians. He said that he was driven to
reconcile how “a church that
preached a gospel of love could have
turned it into a gospel of hatred and
destruction when it came to Jews."

Observer at Vatican 11

What he found, he said, was an "'ig-
norance that was staggering” be-

-+ tween the faiths.

Since his ordination in 1950, inter-
faith work has been his g first

TWO Careers Redeﬂned Rabbis’ Ro ]e

Rabbi Zvi Yehuda and Mirl Kelman.
His father died when he was 13, and
his mother, left with six children,
stepped into the role of community
leader in Toronto, dispensing jyeli-
glous and personal guidance. +*
“It was her example that made e
believe women could function as rab-
bis,"” Rabbl Kelman said, acknow!-
edging that his mother, who re-
ined Orthodox througt her life,
might not approve of his canclusion.
The Orthodox do not ordain women.
After his ordination in 1950, Rabbi
Kelman became executive vice presi-
dent of the Rabbinical Assembly, the
rabbinical arm of Conservative Juda-
ism. He retired from the position
earller this month after almosi. 40
years in office. He will remain at the
seminary 1o direct the Louis Finkel-
siein Institute of Religious and Social
Studies. i
The 1950's turned out to be a decade
of phenomenal growth for the Canscr-
vative movement, as the suburbs ex-
ploded with new development. Con-
servative synapogues were being
built so rapidly that the movemcnt
couldn't meet the demand. Many Con-
servative synagogues hired Reform
and Orthodox rabbis instead. .
Membership in the Rabbinical As-
sembly grew from. 300 rabbis in-1951
1o 1,200 teday. Over that period,
Rabbi Kelmaon presided over what he
calls “'the professionalization of /the
rabbinate,” working to insure rabbis
Job security, housing, penstons and in-
surance. Rabbis’ salaries now range
{rom $50,000 to $100,000. e
Rabbi Kelman declined to take
credit for being anything more than a
facilitator. ""The siatus of rabbis im-
proved because of the hundreds of
good rabbis out there,'" he said. .

as executive vice president of the
Synagogue Council of America and,
since 1960, In various roles for the
American Jewish Committee. He re-
tired from the committee earlier this
year and will continue to serve as a
consultant to the organization.

The high point of Rabbl Tanen-
baum's four decades in Christian-
Jewish relations was the Second Vati-
can Council, which, in 1965, produced
the landmark document "‘Nostra Ae-
tate."” The document repudiated anti-
Semilism "'by anyone at any lime."
Rabbl Tanenbaum, an official ob-
server to Vatican 11, was the only
rabbi who attended.

While the 1960's were d. d by

Rockefeller Mansion Wins_ff
Zoning for Use as Museum

NORTH TARRYTOWN, N.Y. Auvp.
17 (AP) — The North Tarrytown Board
of Trustees approved a zoning change
on Wednesday night that will allow
John D. Rockefeller's home to become
a museum, .

But it will be at least a year bbfore
the public can tour the four-story Geor-
gian mansion in the Pocantico Hills
area, said Robert Snyder, president of
the Greenrock Corporation, which

Catholic-Jewish contacts, the focus in
the 1950's was on Jewish-Protestant
dialogue, and In the 1870's, (alks were
initiated between Jews and E 1

the Rockefeller family's. es-
tates, .
The 86-acre property |s part of (he
250-acre Rockefeller Park, which was
bty dahN

cals and the Eastern Orthodox.
Mother's Example
On the mantel in Rabbl Tanen-
baum’s apartment are scenes from
his journey. There are pictures of him
with religious leaders like Pope John
Paul 11, Archbishop Desmond Tutu
and the Rev. Billy Graham.
Al Rubbl Kelmon's office, the only

framed piclure is one of his parenta,

B tional Hisloric Land-
mark In 1976. The mansion houses an
art collection and has an cutdoor sculp-
ture gardenand a coachbam. .,

.. Otherpointsof view 3
** ontheOp-Edpage -.
seven days aweek. "

The New York Times ~

a




Dr. MARC H. TANENBAUM

Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of International
Relations.of American Jewish Committee, has a long
and distinguished career in international human
rnights, world refugee, world hunger, and foreign rela-

tions concerns. _£
Formerly the AJC's national !nterrehglous affairs director, Rabbl Tanenbaum was

designated in a recent national poll as “‘one of the ten most mfluentual and respected
religious leaders in America.”’ A cover story in New York magazine described Dr.
Tanenbaum as “‘the foremost Jewish ecumenical leader in the world today. "

Dr. Tanenbaum has served as a member of the prestigious Human Rights
Research Committee of the Foreign Policy Association’s Study of Priorities for the
1980s. In recent years, he has testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee and the House Foreign Affairs Committee on ““Moral Imperatives in the Forma-
tion of American Foreign Policy.” He has also testified before Congressional com-
mittees on world refugee and world hunger problems, and played a key role in
organizing White House conferences on Foreign Aid and Energy Conservation.

President Jimmy Carter invited Dr. Tanenbaum as the American Jewish leader
among ten national religious and academic spokesmen to discuss '‘the State of the
Nation” at Camp David summit meetings in 1979. He was also appointed as a mem:-
ber of the Advisory Committee of the President’s Commission on the Holocaust.

At the invitation of the International Rescue Committee, he joined delegations of
prominent American leaders to carry out three separate fact-finding investigations
of the plight of the Vietnamese “‘boat people’’ and Cambodian refugees, which con-
tributed to the saving of tens of thousands of lives of Indochinese refugees. He has
organized many relief efforts for victims of war and conflict, including Lebanese,
Nigerians, Ugandans, the Falashas of Ethiopia, Haitians, Afghanis, Central
Americans and Polish refugees. He is a founder and co-chairman of the National In-
terreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, which aids oppressed Jews and Christians
in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. '

In March 1979, he was invited to consult with Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and
German parliamentary officials in Bonn on the abolition of the statute of limitations
on Nazi war criminals.

Dr. Tanenbaum is a founder and leading member of the joint liagison committee of
the Vatican Secretariat on Catholic-Jewish Relations and the International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious Consultations (IJCIC), and of a similar body with the
World Council of Churches. He was the only rabbi at Vatican Council Il, and partici-
pated in the first official audience of World Jewish leaders with Pope John Paul Il in
Vatican City. He was also the first Jewish leader to address 4,000 delegates attend-
ing the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Vancouver in July 1983.

He served as consultant to the NBC-TV nine-hour special Hofocaust and earlier
was consultant to the special "‘Jesus of Nazareth.”

He has lectured at major universities, seminaries, religious and educational bodies
in the United States, Europe and Israel, and at numerous national and international
conferences. Rabbi Tanenbaum is the author or editor of several published books

and of numerous articles.

3/86
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MARC H. TANENBAUM

Interreligious Leader

International Relations Consultant of the American Jewish
Committee and former AJC National Interreligious Affairs
Director, Dr. Tanenbaum was the only rabbi present during
Vatican Council Il, which adopted the historic declaration
YN\ condemning anti-Semitism. Rabbi Tanenbaum is a leading
M figure in the international human rights movement and the
" author of seven books dealing with Jewish-Christian relations,
& human rights, and foreign affairs.
Religious Fanaticism: The New Threat to Civilization * Jews
and Christians in the 1980s: Problems and Prospects * The
Vatican, Jews, and Israel * Israel, the Palestinians, and the
Christian World

HERBERT TARR
Author/Humorist :
Author of bestselling novels The Conversion of Chaplain Cohen p
and Heaven Help Us. Rabbi Tarr, a Doctor of Divinity, has ¢
appeared ori more than 200 TV and radio shows, including
Johnny Carson, Today, and Barbara Walters, and been profiled
in many newspapers, including The New York Times, New York
Post, San Francisco Chronicle and Miami Herald. His latest
novel is Hannah: The Pleasure of Her Company. Rabbi Tarr was
invited to read his work to Moscow’s Seminar of Dissident
Soviet Scientists (friends of Andrei Sakharov).

1 Am a Christian Who Was Ordained a Rabbi: So Help Me
God! = Jewish Humor: What’s So Funny? * Judaism in
America, or Heaven Help Us * Righteous Gentiles and
Righteous Jewish: What's the Difference?

f T, NECHAMA TEC
g~ ‘& Writer/Associate Professor

W ’ Nechama Tec, Associate Professor of Sociology at the Univer-

B fj X sity of Connecticut, Stamford, survived the war in Poland by
: © passing for a Christian. Her memoirs, Dry Tears: The Story of
- a Lost Childhood, document those years. Since 1977 her
~y research and writing have focused on who the Christians were
: who helped Jews, and what motivated them to risk their lives
for Jews. She is the author of When Light Pierced the Darkness:
Christian Rescue of Jews in Nazi Occupied Poland. Oxford
University Press will publish her most recent book in Fall 1989.

An Autobiographical Account of Her Years as a Child Dur-
ing the Holocaust in Poland = Christian Rescue of Jews in
Nazi-Occupied Poland ¢ Identity Change/Anti-Semitism

“A quarrel is like a stream of water: once it opens a 57
way, it becomes a wide path.” — Talmud



IVAN L. TILLEM

Political Consultant

Ivan L. Tillem is senior advisor to Mayor Koch, Senator Albert
Gore, Jr. and many other politicians. He is an investment
banker (chairman, Pacific Financial Corporation), an attorney,
a professor at Yeshiva University, editor and compiler of the
700-page Jewish Almanac series, a philanthropist, and the
youngest man ever elected to the board of trustees of Yeshiva

University.

Tikkun Haolom: The Jewish Responsibility To Fix The World

YAAKOV THOMPSON
Rabbi

The first convert to Judaism to be ordained as a Conservative
rabbi, Yaakov Thompson is rabbi of Congregation Bnai Israel,
Fair Lawn, N.J. He is known for his ability to communicate
through his own experience what it means to be a Jew by
choice. Rabbi Thompson received his Doctor of Hebrew

| Literature degree from the Jewish Theological Seminary where
' he currently serves as assistant professor of Bible. He has con-
| tributed to numerous journals and is now writing his spiritual

autobiography.

From Convert to Rabbi: My Encounter with Judaism « We
Are All Jews by Choice * Judaism, Psychology, and Hap-
piness: An Approach to Meaningful Living * Why Be Jewish,
Why Act Jewish? * The Meaning of Observance Today

* How Jews Can Have An Effect In The Political Realm »
Ethiopian Jewry And How To Help Them * The Relevance Of

Judaism

' ANDRE UNGAR

Rabbi/Professor

Educated in England, expelled from South Africa for oppos-
ing apartheid, Dr. Ungar has taught philosophy, comparative
religion and Judaica at American universities, and is Rabbi of
Temple Emanuel in Woodcliff Lake, N.J. His primary interest
is the encounter of Judaism with humanity’s great religions and

. contemporary philosophy, and the condition of World Jewry

today.

- Where Judaism Differs...From Hinduism, Christianity,

Islam = Africa, Apartheid and After: A Jewish Perspective *
Is There a God...And an Afterlife? * From Pogroms to
People’s Republics: The Jew in Eastern Europe

58



Alan Kopit, Side-By-Side
with the Secretary of
Defense

“After a year in Washington, I have
abandoned a good number of my old
beliefs about the way government
works, particularly in the area of national
defense. My year as a White House Fellow
proved to be a real revelation.” On Octo-
ber 24 Alan Kopit, an AJC Board member,
described some of his more unusual expe-
riences and travel opportunities as Special
Assistant to two Secretaries of Defense:
Casper Weinberger and Frank Carlucci.

Alan was one of 12 White House Fel-
lows selected from over 1000 applicants
for this prestigious twelve-month program
which began in 1964 and aims to encour-
~ age exceptional and successful young pro-
fessionals to consider public service. The
program includes work experience at the
highest levels of govemment, continuous
educational opportunities via private and
informal meetings with important per-
sonalities on the Washington scene; and
travel, both domestic and international, to
meet with world leaders and visit foreign
centers of power.

Alan’s transformation began with his first
assignment. He was one of three people
assigned to write a complete overview of
the Defense Department. Not having had a
military background, he was forced to fa-

(L-R) Alan Kopit, Armond Budish

miliarize himself with the different services,
the variety of weapons systems and the
location and uses of military bases in the
U.S. and around the world. “I leamed that
weapons systems need maturing,” he said,
“and that takes place over time, by con-
stant alteration of flaws as they become
known.” In the question period he indi-
cated that sometimes members of
Congress fail to see a weapons sys-
tem as a whole whose parts require
adjustments. This is part of what feeds
the tension between Congress and the Ex-
ecutive Branch.

Alan also edited reports on Soviet mili-
tary power and international arms
acquisitions.

“The year gave me the insight to the
workings of our government that few jobs
can match.”

At the conclusion of his service, Alan was
presented with the Secretary of Defense
Medal for Outstanding Service, only the
second Fellow in 24 years to be presented
this prestigious award.

Dr. Ruth R. Miller Honored by Cleveland Chapter

The AJC Distinguished Human Rela-
tions Award was presented to Dr. Ruth R.
Miller at the 1988 Appeal for Human Rela-
tions brunch, Sunday, November 6, at
Park Synagogue East. Bob Gries, in pre-
senting this Award, observed that Ruth Mil-
ler exemplified all that is best in service and
concern for the individual and for the wel-
fare of the community. “Ruth is the out-
standing Jewish woman in Cleveland. She
cares passionately about people and about
issues. There is no greater honor, than for
AJC to honor Ruth Miller.”

~ In accepting the Distinguished Human

A -

Bob Gries presents the Distinguished

Human Relations Award to Dr. Ruth
Miller

Relations Award, Ruth explained that “I
am only doing what every member of my
family expects of me and of each other
How we deal with one another becomes a
way of life and is an ongoing process.
When there are two difficult choices that
seem to be of equal value, and a decision
has to be made, it is not always necessary
to say ‘ves’. However, it is important to lis-
ten and then do the best you can.”

Rabbi Philip Horowitz shared a moving
vignette which occurred while on their re-
cent trip to the Soviet Union. It further ex-
plained Ruth Miller's commitment to
promises she made.

The keynote speaker was Aaron Miller,
Ruth’s son and a Middle East analyst with
the State Department. He stated that
peace in the Middle East presents a chal-
lenge and an opportunity. “The U.S.
government will never abandon its prin-
ciple goal and will continue to search for
ways to assist Israel and her neighbors, in-
cluding the Palestinians, in the creation of
conditions for a permanent solution.
Achieving peace in the region will take a
long time. The U.S. must first try to cul-
tivate an environment that will allow the
principal parties to move towards an equi-
table accommodation and remain patient

7 A

Aaron Miller with Ruth Miller
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but firm with Israel. The U.S. will continue
to expand its contacts with the Arabs, in-
cluding the Palestinian community. This
will all take a great deal of diplomacy and
time. In the end, the future of the Middle
East is up to those who live there.”

Barbara Kest announced gifts already
contributed in honor of Ruth Miller and en-
couraged others in the audience to add
their pledges to those already committed.
This fund-raising event on behalf of AJC
was a warm, personal tribute to a woman
who has worked tirelessly on behalf of her
community. Contributions will continue to
be accepted for the 1988 Appeal and/or in
honor of Dr. Ruth R. Miller.

Bob Gries and Ken Rogat co-chaired the
1988 Appeal for Human Relations.

Gries, Diane & Art Stupay, Barbara
Kest, John Hexter, Sandy Eckert, son

Eddy
NEW MEMBERS
WELCOMED

We extend a warm welcome to these new
members:

Richard and Staci Block
Michael and Diane Ellis

Judge Stuart Friedman

Rabbi David and Susan Gelfand
Warren and Debby Goldenberg
Lawrence and Charlotte Gould
Dr. Maureen Hack

Daniel Hershman

Zev and Cheryl Kessler

Andrew and Joan Kohn

Cyndie O’'Bryon

Harry Singer

Harvey and Suzanne Wolfe

REMEMBRANCE FUND

Stanley M. Fisher in memory of his wife
Boots Fisher.

Marjorie Heller in memory of Earl
Franklin’s mother.

Mr. and Mrs. John Hexter in memory of
Pearl Green.

Hexter Family in memory of Fay Frutkin
and in honor of Earl Franklin's milestone
birthday.

Dr. and Mrs. Frank Plotkin in memory of
Boots Fisher.

Mr. and Mrs. Lee Powar in honor of Dottie
and Garry Curtiss.



Germany and Israel

At the November 16 Open Board meet-
ing, Germany and Israel were the subjects
of two special presentations. Immediate
past president Barbara Kest reported on
her recent visit to Germany as part of the
AJC’s ongoing exchange program, and
our newest member, Joan Kohn (formerly
from Kansas City) spoke of her impres-
sions of Israel as part of a Media Mission
sponsored by M(J.?a

Germany Revisited

Barbara was a participant in AJC's 1985
Konrad Adenauer Exchange Program.
The objective of this program is to build
bridges of understanding between the
post-war generations of Germans and
American Jews. This summer she and 20
other alumni retumed for a more in-depth
visit.

“It is essential that there be an honest
accounting made between the two eye-
witnesses’ sets of memories; those of the
perpetrators and their heirs and those of
the victims and their descendants. The
perils implicit in assigning collective guilt on
all Germans in perpetuity must not be al-
lowed to occur. American Jews have a re-
sponsibility to learn about the modern
Federal Republic of West Germany,” she
said. “Most second generation American
Jews have leamed only about Nazi Ger-
many. The hostility they present is often
difficult for young Germans to
understand.”

On both of her visits she discovered that
there is a sincere desire on the part of most
Germans to learn more about Jews and
dJewish history German antisemitism had
been an integral part of German society for
centuries, so we are naturally skeptical that
it has been or can be eradicated. “An entire
post-war generation was not taught about
the evils of the Third Reich and although
they grew up in a democracy, this genera-
tion became traumatized and alienated
when this history was revealed. It has been
very difficult for them to deal with the
fascist history of their parents and
grandparents.”

She reported that the Ministry of Edu-
cation and the AJC are presently at work
developing a curriculum on the Holocaust
for high school students. Barbara con-
cluded her presentation by describing a
few of the sights visited and showing slides
of a neglected Jewish cemetery in East
Berlin, a museum at Bergen-Belsen and
the Jewish Community Center in West
Berlin.

As a signal of her commitment to this
program, she and Layton have as their
house guest a German high school ex-
change student, who attends Beachwood
High school and studies violin at the Cleve-
land Institute of Music. Her father, a his-
torian, is working on the Holocaust cur-
riculum described above.

A Media Person’s Impression of
Israel

Joan was program manager of KCTV-5,

a CBS affiliate in Kansas City, when she
was invited to be part of an AJC Com-
munications and Media Mission to Israel.
Just before she was to leave on her trip, she
and her husband Andrew moved to Cleve-
land. Formerly an active Board member of
the Kansas City Chapter, Joan is already
involved and active with the Cleveland
Chapter.

This Mission took place the first two
weeks in June. Her impressions were de-
scribed candidly and much of what she
said was blunt and to the point. “Israel is a
safe place to visit if you are an American
dJew. It is not so safe if you are an Israeli.
Hatred between Israelis and Arabs is
mutual and goes deeper than ever before.”
dJoan viewed internal religious differences
as divisive and hostile. “Civil war is
unavoidable.”

The Palestinians they were scheduled to
meet were diplomatic p.r. types educated
in America, who espoused peace through
negotiations for a homeland in the occu-
pied territories. However, when a group
went off with a Palestinian driver and met
with Palestinians living near Bethlehem,
their concept of a homeland included

(L-R) Joan Kohn speaking, Barbara
Kest, Hershel Goren, Michael Baron,
Robert Fuerst
“strategic territories in Israel”. “A world-
wide public relations plan” is how she de-
scribed the intifadah. She spoke to Pal-
estinian mothers and grandmothers about
their children and grandchildren stoning
their party and others as well. Joan was
astounded by the answer: “They are the
stone children; if one is wounded, arrested
or killed, another will take their place.”
Joan'’s group spent a few nights at a kib-
butz. They found this movement weaken-
ing. The youth are not as committed to re-
turning to the kibbutz, many kibbutzim are
having financial difficulties. Part of their
problem is a lack of good sales and/or
marketing skills. Joan is now personally
committed to doing research to help pro-
mote diversification. Meeting with Israeli
soldiers, she leamed from officers that the
rank-and-file soldier does not have the
commitment to fight as a soldier from an
earlier generation.

Joan described how she went to Israel a
“dove” believing in dialogue and peace
negotiations. She returned a “hawk” be-
lieving Arabs will not be satisfied with a
piece of the action, they want the whole
thing. She encouraged those who had
never been to Israel to visit, those who had
been there before to do so again and de-
scribed “Israel as a good country in a bad
neighborhood.”
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Director's Community
Activities
August—November

I. Media Contacts:

— Met with Darryl Holland, Plain Dealer
Religion Editor and columnists Brent
Larkin, Michelle Lesie, and members
of Editorial Staff

~ Met with Roldo Bartimole, Point of
View, on subject of Black-Jewish
relations

~ Met with Merle Pollis regarding future
programming

— Reviewed wire stories about Jerome
Brentar for The Plain Dealer

I1. Ethnic Relations

— In consultation with the Catholic Dio-
cese, wrote an Op-Ed article on the
“Last Temptation of Christ” for The
Plain Dealer

— Wrote article on the movie, “Be-
trayed” for the Cleveland Jewish
News

— Addressed Catholic High School
teachers at Walsh Jesuit H.S. on
“Finding Yourself and Your Students
in Scripture”

— Spoke to Comparative Religion class
at CSU on Judaism

~ Addressed entire school at Lordstown
High School on the Demjanjuk trial,
arranged by Federation in
Youngstown

IIl. Writing and Speaking

— Involved the participation of Catholic
Diocese and Interchurch Council in.
Kristallnacht Observance

— Met with City Club speaker, Lith-
uanian Prisoner of Conscience, Dr.
Statkevicius whose speech included
references to Jews living under
Communism

— Attended Hispanic Forum, “Cel-
ebration” with John Hexter

— Met with Bill Liscynesky and Terry
Szmagala to begin to prepare for ver-
dict in the Demjanjuk Appeal

— Asked by August Pust, Ethnic Affairs
Coordinator for the Mayor, to assist in
WCPN conflict

— Attended 70th anniversary of Dec-
laration of Independence of Latvia at
the invitation of the American Latvian
Association

— With John Hexter, met with Jose
Villanueva and Jose Feliciano to dis-
cuss January meeting on “English
Plus”

—Advised Carl Daniels, director of
S.E.E.D. (Superior Education and
Employment Development)

— Coordinated and attended Cleveland
Conference on Religions. Subject:
Women in Seven Religious Traditions

— Arranged meeting between leader in
Lithuanian community and a recent
Lithuanian Jewish immigrant to find
links between the two communities
on contemporary issues

— Coordinated meeting of community
relations —Jewish defense agencies to
discuss community response to the Is-
raeli Supreme Court decision regard-
ing John Demjanjuk
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, member of the AJWS Board of Trustees
and its Executive Committee. He has for many years provided
leadership within the American Jewish Community, especially
as Director of International Relations of the American
Jewish Committee. Rabbi Tanenbaum has testified on refugee
and world hunger concerns before the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee and the House Foreign Affairs Committee.
He has organized relief efforts for victims of war and
conflict, including Lebanese, Nigerians, Ethiopian Jews,
Afghanis, Poles and Vietnamese. He is a founder and co-
chairman of the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet

Jewry.

Rabbi Tanenbaum has lectured extensively, authored and
edited several books and has written essays and monographs
on Jewish-Christian relations, religion, social justice, and
the world community. .
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RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum, National Intem-elzgwus Affairs Director of the American
Jewish Committee, has been a pioneering leader and thinker in interreligious rela-
tions and social justice movements during the past 30 years. A modern historian,
writing recently in Commentary magazine, characterized Rabbi Tanenbaum as "the
leading f'z,gure among Jdewish ecumenists" in fields of interreligious relations and
soeial justice. Newsweek magazine recently devoted its Religion section to an
interview with Rabbi Tanenbaum describing him as "the American Jewish community's
foremost apostle to the gentiles...who has been able to solicit support from all
factions of the Jewish commnity." In a cover story entitled "The Ten Most Power-
ful Rabbis," New York magazine (January 22, 1979) described Rabbi Tanenbaum as
"the foremost Jewish ecumeniecal leader in the world today." :

A poll of America's religion newspaper editors published in the Christian Century
in January 1978, voted Rabbi Tanenbaum one of the ten most respected and influen-
tial religious leaders in America (he was ranked fourth after Dr. Billy Graham,
Dr. MartinMarty, and President Jimmy Carter.) Sacred Heart University of Bridge-
port, Connecticut, conferred an honorary doetorate on the rabbi - his tenth doc-
torate - characterizing him as "The Human Rights Rabbi of America."

In February and December 1978, he was invited by the International Rescue Commit-
tee to join delegations of prominent Ameriecan leaders to carry out fact-finding
investigations of the plight of Vietnamese "boat people” and Cambodian refugees

in Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore, and Hong Kong. The
IRC reporte to and meetings with President Carter and heads of other govermments
contributed to the saving of the lives of tens of thousands of Indochinese refugees.

President Carter invited Rabbi Tanenbaum as the American Jewish leader among ten
national religious spokesmen to discuss "the Stae of the Natioms" at Camp David
"summit" meetings on July 10, 1979. The rabbi is the Jewish spokesman at the
Januai’y 1 0 1980, White House Conference on Energy and Conservation. ot

Recently he served as the American Jewish consultant to the NBC-Tv nine-hour 'spec-
tal" dramatizing "The Holocaust" and earlier was consultant to the VBC-TV 'special'
"Jesus of Nazareth." President Carter appointed Mare Tanenbauwn to serve on the
Advisory Committee of the President's Commission on the Holocaust and as co-chair-
man with Senator John Danforth for the National Holocaust observances. In March
1979 he was invited to consult with Chaneellor Helmut Sehmidt and German parlia-
mentary officiale in Bonm on the abolition of the statute of limitations on Nazi
war eriminals and other murderers. Rabbi Tanenbaun was invited by West German
government authorities to head a delegation in 1978 that consulted with Oberammer-
gau offieials on the revision of that Passion Play for the :ﬂemoval of anti-Semitic
contents.

Rabbi Tanenbaum is a founder and co-secretary of Joint Vatican Intermational Jewish
Consultative Committee and of a similar liaison body with the World Couneil of
Churches. He was the only rabbi at Vatican Couneil II, where he was widely con-
sulted by Cathelic and Protestant authorities during the deliberations that led

to the Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian Relations. which repudiated anti-Semit-
ism and called for fraternal dialogue between Christians and Jews. In March 1979,
he participated in the first official audience of world Jewish leaders with Pope
John Paul II in Vatican City, and he was an official delegate welcoming the Pope
at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New York during his triumphal visit in October 1979.

One of Ameriea's most effective and popular lecturers and orators, Rabbi Tanen-
baun has lectured at major universities, seminaries, religious and educational
bodies in the United States, Europe, and Israel and at numerous national and
international conferences. He has served as visiting professor at the Graduate
Eeumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland, and has lectured at Cambridge Uni-
versity, Harvard, Yale, Princetom, Graduate Theological Union, Notre Dame, Cath-
olie University, Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion, the U.S. Air Force University and the U.S. Army College.

Rabbi Tanenbaum was appointed in May 1976 to serve as chairman of the Jewish-
Christian Relations Commission of the New York Board of Habbzs, which 18 comprised
of 1,000 Orthodox, Comservative, and Reform rabbis and is the oldest and largest
rabbinic organization of its kind in the world.
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Under his direction the American Jewish Committee has involved major Jewish scholars
and religious leaders in national academic institutes and seminars with every major
branch of Christendom - Roman Catholic, mainline Protestants, Evangelicals, Greek
Orthodox, and Black Churches, with similar programs in every major city in the
United States. Rabbi Tanenbaum has also served as co-chairman of the first inter-
national colloguium on "Religion, Land, Nationalism, and Peoplehood," held at Heb-
rew University in 1970 which involved the participation of Muslims, Buddhists,
Hindus, African religions, as well as Christians and Jews. He also served as co-
chairman of the first International Colloguium on Judaism and Christianity held
at Harvard Divinity School in 1966. He also helped organize a congress of African
leaders on "The Bible and Black Africa" in Jerusalem, and served as co-chairman
with Prof. C. Eric Lincoln of the first national constultation on Black-Jewish
Relations at Fisk University.

Rabbi Tanenbaum has directed the landmark religious research studies examining
intergroup content in Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish teaching materials in the
United States, Italy, Spain, French-speaking countries, Germany and Latin America.
These studies have been the basis of the revision of virtually all negative stereo-
types in the textbooks produced in the 1970s.

A major force in the promotion of social justice and human rights, Rabbi Tanenbaum
helped organize the American Jewish Emergency Relief Effort for Victims of the
Nigerian-Biafran Conflict; has aided refugees from Uganda, Sierra Leone, Ireland,
Cyprus and Lebanon, Bangladesh; he is national co-chairman of the Interreligious
Coalition on World Hunger; and national co-chairman of the Interreligious Task
Force on Soviet Jewry. He was also a founder and program chairman of the historic
National Conference on Religion and Race, which has been regarded as a turning
point for the promotion of civil rights in the 1960s. He has served on various
Presidential, White House, and United Nations commissions on children and aging,
race relations, and food and population problems.

Rabbi Tanenbaum has been frequently invited to serve as a Jewish spokesmsn be-
fore various Congressional and Senate Committee hearings - the U.S. Senate Foreign
Relations Committee on "Moral Aspects of American Foreign Policy" (Jan. 1976);
Senate Special Hearings on World Hunger and America's Food Policy (Dec. 1974);

the House Foreign Affairs Committee Hearings on Jerusalem, and the Joint Con-
gressional Hearings on the Helsinki Accords with regard to "Religious Liberty and
Minority Rights in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe." He has lectured on moral
issues before members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces, the U.S.
Army, Navy Chaplain Corps, U.S. Marine Corps, and the Air Force Academy. He also
served on the 1980's Project on Human Rights of the Council on Foreign Relations,
and as a member of the steering committee of the American Revolutionary Bicen-
tennial Committee's Citizen Dialogue.

Rabbi Tanenbaum is the author and co-editor of "Speaking of God Today," "The
Jerusalem Colloguium," "Our Moral Respurces for International Cooperation" (in
collakoration with Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr), "Religious Values in an Age of Violence,"
"Evangelicals and Jews in Conversation" Scripture, Theology and History," "Greek
Orthodox and Jewish Dialogue," "American Religious Values and the Future of Amer-
ica." His essay on the "Holy Year and Its Origins in the Jewish Jubilee Year,"
published by the Vatican Commission on the Holy Year in 1975 has appeared in
French, Italian, Spanish, German, Dutch and Japanese. He is also the interreli-
gious academic consul