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Black Theology and the Hebrew Bicle:
An Escoy on the "0ld Testement"
3 ' in Black Religion
by

Jaemezs H. Cone
: Professor of Theology
Unicn Theological Seminary, .Y.

W

Althevgh the phrase "Black Theology" did not meke its aprearsnce on the
IR 1 . o
ierican theological scepe until the late 1960%s , the content cof its meaning

has roots in-tne ecriiest development of Black religion which recognized that

Christianity and ra01°m were oppesites. Black Theology teday is npothing but

-

o

thevlogicai expression of black people’s belief that they were not created for
sizvery eand cporession but for liseration. The theme of liberaticn therefore

is th= essence of Bl cK 1J°010gy’* enalysis of" Black religion.

Most interpreters of black religion sgree that‘whité "Caristien" slevementers

and preachers did not present Christ i bty to blac slaves as e religion of

liperation, Thae oppasite was-the case, Whita slavemasters ead preacners focused
cn that pertion of Le" Testament which said thet slaves shoula be obedient to
their masters. Hsuever, ceny siaves rejected the vhite interpretation_of the
Christian goanﬂl end affirmed the Ged of £he Jewisn-BibLé whiéh Christians call
the ”éld Testemant.” It was becouse they interpreted the God or the Coristicn

[P )

Taith in the light of the God rev"ﬂ?ed in the Hebrew Bible (ond rot vice vercal )
: o ARy

shat black gizvel were e:Te to recon uile their desire for frzedsm with the
religicn of Joous Ch;ibt n this pozer, I ointend o C“crﬂ @ Blaoglh Theolsogytc
nersoective on the reb4ev Bible gng tne; relate that erpmination to the bieeci

slaves®! view of God_as:reflecﬁed in the spirituvals of the 19th century.



Biblicel Revelation in tiie Hebrew Rible

The_Hebrew Bible iz a history book, To understand it end tﬁe divine
revelation o which it witnesses, we must think of the Hebrew Bible as the
drama ef'qu‘s.ﬁighty acts in history. It tells—the story of God’s eets of
grace and of judgment as he calls the people of Isreel into & free, liberated
existente;“

Historically, the story began with £he Exodus.l The Excdus wes the deciSive
Ievent in Isreel's history, because through it Yahweh revealed himself as the
Savior of an oppressed pecple, The Israclites were slaves in Egypt; thus,
their fﬁture was closéd. Buf Yehweh "heayd their groﬁnip » and remembered his
fcbvenapt with Abreoham, Isaac and Jecob; he saw the plight of Israei, he took
‘heed of it" (Exodus 2:24-25 ﬁﬁB). Yehweh, therefore, took Isreelfs history into
his own hands, and gave this people a divine future, thereby doing for Israel
.what she could not do for herself. "With arm outstretched and with mighty
aéts-of judgments® (Exodus 6:6 NEB), he delivered Israel out of Egypt end
_across the Red Sea. And "when Isreel saw the great power which the Lord hzd

" responding with a.

put forth szainst Reypt, . . . they put tueir faith in him,’
song to the Lord:

I will sing to the Lord, for he has risea up in triumph;
the horse and his rider he has hurled into the sea (Exodus 15:1 NEB)

In the Excdus-event, God is revealed by means of his acts on behalf of a week
'gnd defenceless people. He is the God of power end of strength, eble to
destroy the enslaving power of the mighty Pharoah.

The Lord is ny refuge and my defence,
he hes shown himzelf oy deliverer. {IBxodus 15:2 LEB)

The centrality of the Ixodus for Israel's consciousness, seen first througn
the people's recognition of deliverance, was further developed at Sinai, ss the
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Excdus became the basis for Isrzel's covenant with Vahweh.

You have seen with your cwn eyes wicat I did to Egypt,

and how I cearried you on eagles' wings and brought you

here to ne, If only you will now listen to me end

zeep my covenant, then out of all paoples yeu shall

become my special possessicn; for the whoie earth is

mine, You shall be my kingdom of priests, my holy

nation. (Excdus 19:%-5 NEB)

:his passage connects the Exodus, the revelation of Yahweh through his acts

- ("You have seen . . . what I did"), with the coverant, which is the foundation
of Yohweh's revelation through his Word (“If only you will listen %o me and
keep my covenant"). <he Exodus is the point of departure of Israelfs
existence, thg.fouﬁiation of her peoplehocd established at Sinai. This is
the meening of the preface to the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:2: "I am the
Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the lend of siavery.”
Thevefore, “you shall;have no .other god to set egainst me" (20:3 NEB).

The covenant is an invitation to Israel to enter into a responsible
relationship with the God of the Exodus wherein he will be her God and she
his "special possession". This invitation places Israel in a situsticn of
decision, because the covenant requires obedience to the will of Yahweh., To
accept the covenant means that Israel must now live as Yehweh's liberated
;ﬁeople, beco:ning the embodiment of freedom made possible through his freeing
presence. The coverant not only places upon Isreel the responsibility of
accepting the absolute sovereignty of Yahweh as defired in the first cormandzent;
it also re@uires Israel to treat the weak in her midst as Yelweh has treated
‘her. This is the significence of the apodictic laws in the Covenant Cocae:
You shall not wrong a stranger or oppress him;
for you were sirangers in the land of Egypt. (Exodus 22:2%; cee elso
23:9 RsV) - : _ 0 2 g e

~You shzll not illitreat any widow or fatherless child.

If you do, be sure that I will listen if they appeal to mej

My anger will be roused and I will kill you with the sword,
(Exodus 22:23-24 NEB)



in the Exaﬁus-Sinailtradition Yahwen is disclosed as the God of history,
wnose revéiation is identicel with his poirer to liberate the oppressed.
There islno_kncwledge of Yabﬁeh except throagh his political activity on
behalf.of the weak end helpless of the;land, This is the significance of
Yahweh's contest with Pnaroah, the plagues agoinst Egypt, and the "hardening"
of Pharoéh‘s heart. The biblical writer wishes to emphosize that Israel’s
lioaratiohlcane not from her cvn strength but solely from the power of Yehweh,
‘ who completely conirols history. The seme empbasis is found in the stories
or_divine guidance in the wilderness and of the defeat of the Amalekites.
The.Israélites wWere a weak end defenceles:z people, a fact that pleyed a
; crucial role in‘her,electioﬁ. For Yehweh in his very noiure sterds against
the so-called mighty in their oppression of the poor. Only Yab?eh_;s the
universal sovereign ruler. p

God®s election of cppressea Isrselites hes urnavoidable implications for
the_doing of Black Theclogy. If Ged has chesen as his “holy nation" the
fgyptian slavemasters instecd of the Israelite sla?es, then a complefel
- different kind of God would have been revealed. ‘Thus Isreel’s election canaot
be separated {rom her servitude and liveration. Here God discloses that be
Iié the Gea of history wnose will is identical with the liberation of the
ocppressed from sociai and politibai bondeze. The doing of Black Theology,
‘therafore, on the basis of tﬁe revelaﬁion o? Yalrreh, must involve the
:_polit ¢3 which taqes its stand with the poor erd sgeinst the rich. Indeed
‘Black Theology ceases to be a th2vlogy of tne Exodus-Sipail oradltlon'wﬁaﬁ it
fails to see Eahuéh as unquestiozably in centrol of histo;y, windiceting the
cgal nat the sirong
The Habrew story does not end with the Excdus end the gift or the covenent.

Yanwreh does not witndray from his people®s history. On the contrary, tne



covenant means urat Yahweh's liberating presence COBL1HLE° to susiain the
people thrcugh the wilaerness to the Promised Lena. And wahen Israel
railed to keep her side of the covenant by rumning at'ter the gods of
Ceneen, Yehweh did not reject his pesople. His will to save end to make
them free was e constitueant of his being with Ehem. God's grace could not
‘be ‘destroyed by Isrsel's disobedience.

The confiict oetvccn grace and disobedience was escaleted when Israel
became a monarchy, for the rulers ofton forgob the Exodus-Sinai experience
and the function of the King in Isresel, It is within this sociel and
pol t1caL cunbexb th&t we ought to understand the rise of pr0phecy. The
propheusgwere messengers of Yahweh who gave Cod's Wbrd to the peoyle,
ru_;“d_ng them of God’s deliverance and covenant wnlch br caght the
: cczmunlty into e‘uatencen ‘They eiso preclaimed Yahireh's future activity
of judgmant ond reneﬁa; that was about to burst inte the present.

The_prophets gave a large measure of treir addresses to proclaining the
empﬁiness and tfageay of* Israel’s presentlexistence. The tragedy of
Tsrael is due to her failure fo_renember the'Egodus-Sinai tredition. As Amcs
said,

It was I wWho brougant you up from the land oi Egyp£,l

I who led you in the wilderness forty years,

to take possgssicn of the land of the Amorites, (2:10 KEB)
- Eecause israel ﬁfﬁeﬁ failed fo live on't basic of God‘s saving-event of the
Exodus, she also failed to undﬂrstﬁnd the smgnlflcance of Vahveh’s irminent
hatologlcal judgment. Ames proclaimed the connectlcn between the past and

the fubure as they both 1nv;aed Israel®s present moment.

For you h¢c:e qave I cared
exong oll th2 nations of ti= world;

therefore I will punisn you

for oll your | ‘iniguities. (Amos 3:2 NEB)



What weas Israel'’s sin? Wnpat did the people do-to rouse the

anger of their Lord. The prophets were almost unanimous in their

contenfion that Israel_disobeyed the first cormandment. The peoplé failed
to recognize Yéhweh’s sovereignty in aistory, and thus began to trust

their own power and tne power of political glliances with other nations

(1s. 31:1).. But that was not alll The disobedience of the first
commendzoent always ‘has coaseguences 'in the-social life of the compunity.
Israel, therefore, began to oporess the wealt and the poor in their cwn
cumnunity. That was Wny-Aﬁos said that "the Lord has sworn by his hcliness
that your time is coming," pecsuse you "grind the dectitute and plunder

the hugbie" (§:2; 8: NEB). Even though Yahweh "cared for you in the
wilderness, in a land of burning heat, a3 if you were in a ﬁésture#“ you
"forgot.éfhim;7}" becoming "an oppressor trampling on justice, aogéedly
pursuing vhat is worthless" (Hosea 13:5-6; 5:11 NEB). Because Yanw?h will
rot permit the triumph of evil, Israelites ﬁust be punished for their vrong
doings. Therefore, Yahweh "will be like a panther to them" and ”W1il provil
like g ieopard by the waysice." He "will meet them like & she~pezr robbed
of her cubs and tear tneir ribs apart." "Like a licness" Yahweh "will
devour tnem on the spot" and "will rip them up like a wild beast” (Hosea
13:7-8 HEB). |

‘According to Amos and Hbsea, Israel will be punisned because tne people

do not "practice loyalty and justice" (Hosea 12:6.NEB), but rather "have
turned into venom the process of the law and justice iﬁse;f into poison”.
(Armos 6:12 NEB). .They “"'buy the poor fer silver end the destitute for e pair
of shoesitJ?“ The Lord has sworn by the pride of Jecob: T ﬁ%ll never forget
any of théir déings." |

Shall not the earth.shake for this?
Shall not ell who live on it grieve?



All earth shall surge and seethe like the Rile
and subside like the river of Egzypt.

Did I pot bring Isracl up from Egypt, _
the Philistines from Captor, the Aramaeans from Kir?
Behold, I, the Lord God,
have my eyes on this sinful kingdom,
« end I will wipe it off the face of the earth.
(Arwos 8:6-8; 9:7-8 NER)

We may shudder at the anger of Yehweh as voiced in the prophecy of
Amos end say that the latter lacks tender mercy found in Hoses,
Nevertheless Ged's mercy can never invelidate his will for justice., There
is no divipe grace in the Hebrew Bible that is bestowed on oppressors at
tne expense of the suffering or the poor. The theme of justice and Yehweh's
" special concern for the poor and the widows have a central place in
Israelite prophecy. Thus Jeremigh:
_ : _ _
For asmong my people there are wicked men, . . .
Their houses are full of fraud,
: as a cage is full of birds.
They grow rich and grand,
bloated and rancorous;
their thoughts are all cf evil,
and they refise to do justice,

the claims of the crphan they do not put right
nor do they grant Justice to the poor.

(5:26-28 NEB)
And Micgh: '
. God kas told you wnat is goods
‘eand what is it that the Lord asks of you?
Only to act justly, to love leoyalvy,
to walk wisely before your CGod
(6:8 1EB)
The emvhasis upon'justicc-fcr the poor is present even—-in a prophes
iiié-lsaiah of Jer@salem, for whom the David's reign, rather than the
Txodus, is the significant act of deliverance. According to Isaieh,

"yohweh beund himself by a covenant oath to David, promising to preserve

¥
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the Davidic line to spare the Davidic kingdom 'for the sake of my
2
serveat David® . . . (Is. 37:35; see II Sam. 7)." Isaizh thus

represents what scholers designate as the David-Zion tradition. Yet

Isaiah, in perfect soliderity with the prophets of the Mosiac tradition,
procléimed that Yamieh is the God of justice who sides with the weak agzinst
the .strong.

Put away the evil of your cdeeds,
avay out of my sight.

Cease to do evil ernd learn to do right,

pursue justice and ckempion the oppressed;

give the orphan his rights, plead the widows' ceuse,
(1:16-17 NEB)

In Israel, only Yahrweh is King:

For the Lord our judge, the Lord cur law-giver,
the Lord our King -~ he himself will save us.

(Is. 33:22 NEB)

The function of the human king in Isreel is to be Yahweh's servant, executing

Justice in his mme, "The King is God's son . . . . He is commission2d to

rule by Gou himselr, he governs with perfect justice and wisdom, he is the

3
great benefactor and snepherd of his people . . . ." As Yahweh's son by

adoption (Ps. 2:7), the king is enthroned to "rescue the needy from their

rich oppressors, the distressed who have no protector."

May he have pity on the needy and the poor,
deliver the poor froa death;
mey he redeem tinem from oppression and violence
and may their blocd be precions in his eyes.
(Ps. 72:12-1L NEB)
The poor are Yahweh®s own, his special possession. These are the
o ]
Deople the divine has called into being for freedom., Therefore as the
sovereign King of Israel whose existence is dercndent upon Ged's eaving

'pcwer, Yatreh judges Israel in the light of their .treatment of the pcor.

The indjctment is severe.

R




The Lord comes forward to argue his case
and stands to judge his people.
The Lord opens the indictiment
egeinst the elders oi his people end their officers:
They have ravaged the vineyard,
and the spoils of the poor ere in your houses.
Is it nothing to you that you crush my people
. and grlnd the faces of the poor?
. (Is. 3:13-15) NEB)
It is a fact: 1In almest every scene of the Hebrew drama of salvation,
the poor are defended egeinst the rich, the weak ageinst the strong.
. Yahweh is the God of the oppressed whose revelaticn is identical with
their liberation from bondage. Even in the visdom literature vhere the
sages seem to be unavare of Israel’s seving history, God's concern for the

poor is nonetheless emphoasized,

He who is generous to the poor lends to the Lord.
{Proverbs 19:17 NEB)

He who oppresses the poor insults his Kaker; -
he who is generous to the needy honrours him., (Prov. 14:13 KEB)

Like Moses and the prophets, the wise man is concerned for the orphen:.
Do not move the ancient boundary-stone
" or encreach oan the land of orphang:
they have a powverful guerdian
wao will take their ceuse against you.
~(Proverbs 23:10-11 KEB)
If black theological speech is based on the traditions of the Hebrew Bible,
then it must heed their unanirmous testimony'to Yahweh's commitment to justice
for the poor and the weak. Accordingly Black Theology cennot avoid the
risk of taking sides in politics, ena the side thet it must taxe is disclesed
in the siae that Yahweh has already taken. Any other side, whether it be with
the oppressors or the side of neutrality (which is nothing but a camouflazed
identification with the 1=uJ.e.u5), is unbiblical., If Black Theolozy does not
side vw7ith the poor, then it cannot speak for Yehweh who is the God of the

poor.

As the Hebrew story convinues, we see that the people of Israel &id not
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listen to the voice or prophecy. Thus they went into exile -- the

Rortvhern Kingdom in 722 3.C. and the Southern Kingdom of Juaah in 597
B.C. and 587 B.C. The experience of exile was a shattering event for o
Israel. “They believed that Yebweh hed menifested his lordship in

‘Palestine; but could he be worshipped in a strange land where other
L .
gods seemed to be in conbrol?"

By the rivers of Babylon we sat down and vept
when we remembered Zion.
There on the willicw-irees
we hunz up our harps, '
for there those who carried us otrf . |
demanded music and 31nﬂlng, '
end our captors called on us to0 b2 merry. |
'Sing us one of the songs of Zion.! '
How could we sing the Yord?s song i
in a foreign land? : !
(Ps. 137 NEB) i

It was in the midst of Israel“s despair that prophecy begaﬁ to
strike a nev note. Jeremish began to speak o_ the new covenant (31: 31-34)
and Ezekiel of & new heart and a nev spirit (36:26)., And then there wes
the voice of the uninomm prophet who began by proclaimings

Comfort, comfort my peonle;

-= it is the voice of ycur God;
speak tenderly to Jerusalenm '
and teil her tnis,
that she has fulfilled ner term of bondaue,
and that her penality is paid;
she has received et the Lord’s hand
- double rmeasure for all her sips,
(Is. 40:1-2 NEB)
Again YeWwseh revealed himself as the deliverer of the weak and defenceless
Israel. This was Israel’s second Excdus, ana like the first it was due
- exclusively to the power of Yelwjeh cvervhelming those who ascerted their

power egainst his people.

On the peoplefs return to their homeland there was the rebuilding ot

L



tne.Temple and the rededication of the community to the obedience of
the Law., But black people velieved Israel’s story logically dces not enld

with what they called the 01d Testament. They contended that Yahweh's

o

presence with Israel was a sign of his continuved liberating presemce in

. the' world on behalf of the oopressed of the lend. It is this tneme of ﬂ;béﬁzild

that defires the essence of black religion as expressed in the black

. : 2 a = .o -\_ ,.2 3 , — ; i - = -" .
spiritualsen o wllowlont powN s isreges gesdaalilo o

. The Bleck Spirituals and the Hebrew Bible

"The divine liperation of the oppressed from slavery is the central

theological concept in the biack spirituels. According to these songs,

‘black slaves did not believe that human servitude was reconcilable with

their African past and tneir knowledge of the Christian gospel. . They

did not believe that God created Africans to be the slaves cf Europeans;

and they lifted up their souls to God in song, expressing with conviction

* that God is involved in black history, and he will make right what vhites

have caue wrong., Just as dod delivered Moses and the Caildren of _
Isfael'from Egyptian bundege, drowning Pharach end his ermy in the Red
Sea, he also will-déliver black peoplg from American slavery., It is this
certainty that informs the thought of the black spirituals, enabiing
black slaves to sing: |

Oh Mary, doﬁ't you weep, donft you mosan,

Oh lMary, don't you weep, aon’t you moan,

Fharoah’s army got &rcined,

Oh Mary, don't you weed,

The basic idea of the cpirituals is that slavery coatredicts Godj it
iz a denial of his will, To be cnsilaved is to be placed in a stete of

unfreedcm, ana that form of existence contradicts God's creetion of people



to be his chilaren, his servants of' creation. Because black

people telieved that they were God's children, they affirmed tﬁeir

. somebodiness, maxking it impossible for tnem to reconcile their servitude

with divine revelatioﬁn Therefore, despite the teachings of white
misﬁionaries which emphesized the obediencé of sleves to their mesters,

bléck slaves refused %o accept white distortions of the gospel. They
contended -that God willed their fréedcm and not their slavery. That is why
the spirituals focus on biblical passages that stress God's involvement

in the liberation of qppresséd people. Bleck slaves seng about Jeshua ané the
pattle of Jericho, Moses leading the Israelites from bondage, Daniel in

the lion's den, and thz Hebrew Children in the fiery furnace. IHere the

emphasis is on God's liberation of the weak from the oppression of the

‘strong, the lowly and dewntrodden from the proud and mighty; énd blacks

reasoned that if God could lock the lion's jaw for Daniel and dﬁuld coocl
the fire for the Hebrew Children, then he certzinly can deliver:black
people frum slavery. - o E

My Lord delivered Daniel

My Lord delivered Daniel,

My Lord delivered Daniel,

Why can’t He deliver me?

'Contrary to popular opinion, thg.Spirituals are'not evidence that
black people reconciled themselves with human slavery. On the contrary,
they are black freedom songs vhich emphasize black liberation as ccasistent
with divine revelatlon.s For this reason, it is most eppropriste for
black people to sing them in this "new" age of Black Powver. And if soze
people 2till regard the spirivwals 23 inconsistent with Bleck Power- end
Black Theoleogzy, thét is because they have bteen misguided and the ccngs

nisingerpreted. There is little evidence that black slaves accepied

tneir servitude because they believed God willed their slavery. The
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OPﬁasite is the case. The spirituals spesk of Goa's liberation of
bléék‘pepple, his will to set right the oppression of black slaves
deépite the overvhelming power of white mesters, For blacgs believea
thgt there is an omnipotent; omnipresent, end omniscient power atb
wéfk:in tﬁe.world, end he is on ths side of the oppressed end dovmtrodden.
As eyiéence they pointed to the blind man who received his sight, the
i lamé wao walked, end nLezarus who ves received intolGod“s kingdém while
the rich man was rejected. And if "de God dat lived in Moses! time is
- Jus de same todey," tnen that God will vindicate the suffering bf the
rightecus blacks end punish the unrighteous whites for their wrcngdoings.
Perhaps, there are éritics wno still will.insiSt that too much

-.emrhasis on what God is doing or will do tends to lead to imactivity,

thereby making religion on opiste of the people. Quoting Karl Marx, they

say:

Religidn is the sign'of the oppressed creéture, tné heart

of the heartlessz world . . . the spirit of,a spiritless

situation. It is the opiim of the people.®
ﬁcw I do not deny that scﬁe black slaves literally waited cn God, expeéting:
him to effect their liberation in response to their feithful passivity; -
put £here is another side of the blaeck experience to be weighed. When it
is considered £hat Hat Turﬁer, enmark Vesey, and Harriet Tubman may have
been creators of soxe of ithe sPirituals, that "Sinner, please don't let
tnis horvest Paésﬁ probably referred to a slgve resistance meeting,7 that

ter 1831 over 2,000 slaves escaped yearly, and that bleck ghurches'

interpreted eivil disobe@ignée a3 consictent with religron, theﬁ it is

nmost likely that maﬂy slaiés reccgnized the need for tneir cvm participa-

tion in God's liberatioﬁi “Indeed many believed that the only hands God
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had was tneir hands, and without the risk of escape or insurrection,

|
alevery would never end. This mey be the meaning of the song, "Singin® wid

n

& sword in ma han'. The sword may be the symbol of the need of black slaves

to strike g blew for freedom even though the odds wére against'the:. Certainly
the sériét enforcement of the slave coées and the merciless Beating of many
Blaves who sowng spirituals tend to point in that direction.g What is.certain is
Christianity did not dull the drive for liberation among pll bleck claves, end
there is much evidence that slaoves appropriated the gosp91 to their v&rioué
.styles of resigtance.

The black bpiriﬁuals? then, have their origin in the conviction that God, ernd
not white people, is the author of human existence. This faith erabled black
slaves to male a response appropriste to their existentiel situstion,

- Sg?king to detract from the theologicel significance of the spir%tuala,

some critics may point out that bleck slaves were literalists in their interpretation

Lt - T 2 ;- !
of the gprlptuae,,and this probably accounts for their ecceptence of the white-

masters' interpretation of the Bible. It is of course true that sleves

vwere unaware of erudite vhite reflections on the origihs of biblicel writings.
Like most of their contemporaries, they accepted the imerrancy of scripture. Bub
the critical point is that their very literalism supported a black gqspel oi
| carthly freedom. They were literal when they sang about Daniel in the lion’s den,
David and Goliath, and Semscn and the Philistines., On the other hend they
- dis?enéed with biblical literalism when vhite people begen to use the curse of
Ham and Paul as evidence that blacks ought to accept their slevery. As one ex-
slave preacher put it:
Wihen I starts preaching I couldn®t read or write and had to
preach what Master told me, and he say teil them niggers iffen
they goes to Heavenj; but I koowed there's something better for
them, but daren't tell them ®cept on the sly. That I done lots, oy

I tells "ca iffen they keeps praying, the Lord will set 'em free.

Black slaves vere not naive es is often supposed.  They knew that slavery

il
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contradictad-humanify and divinity, and thét was why they cited biblical
references that focused on the liberation of the oppressed. They believed
that'God would deliver them; aﬁd as he locked the lion's jaw for D:niel, he
will paralyze the power of white masters.

¥ho lock, who lock de lion,

¥no lock, d= lion's jaw?

God, ‘lock, God lock de lionfs jaw.
‘The point is clear. Ged is the liﬁeratdr, the deliverer of the weak from the
injustice of the strc&g. |

To summarize: _Tﬁe theme of liberation as refiected in "Old Tesbament"

religion is'fbé,céﬁtrél message of Bleck religion. Alﬁhough'most Blacks "joined"
Christianf;hurches raéher than Jewish_synagogues because nf-their social
coﬁtegﬁ‘éﬁd the imporéance of Jesus in the Rlack religious consciéusness;-yet it
'"is'dnqugstionably cleér that %ﬁe Jesus of the New Testament was interpreted in
the iight of the Heb;ew theme of Ged's liberation of the nppressed,. In 2lacs’
religioﬁ as expressed in Black Theoiogy, Jesqs.bhrisﬁ is not the paséive savior
of vhite Christianity. Rather he is the Son of the God of the Exodus end the
Cne whem the éroﬁhets’said will liverate the littie onés from slavery and
oppressio'ﬁ, He is the revolutionaryllBlack Messiah that enters into the
brokenness of our history and liberates the past for the present so that we can
create our 0&&1 fﬁ’_cure.. Therefc;‘a whatewlrer' rizay be said about the distinctions
between the Jewish and Black religious Faiths (and ;ncreasingly there are many),
botﬁ have their origin in the Exodus and prophets which-étresé God's will to set
the captives free. Unfortunately the importance of this theme for both has not
led ﬁo eny significant dialogues between Black and Jewigh theolbgienso Hopefully

this conference is the first step in that direction, =
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Notes

1. The phase "Black Theclogy" was created cbout 1965 in the context of
Ilational Committee of Negro Churchmen (now called the Wational Conference of
Black Churchmen) in respcnse to the social end political developmenis of

"Black Power." The earliest tneological enalysis of the term appeared in my

Black Theolozy ana Black Power (Seabury 1969) and A Bleck Theology of Liberation
(Lippincott 1970). Since then the term is widely used as a theological

expression of the theme of liveration in the Black retigious experience. See

Major Jones, Bldcn Avareness: A Theolozy of Hope (Abingdon 1971); Deotis

Roberts, Liberation znd Reconcilintion ‘"estminster 1G71); Gayraud Wilmore,

-

Black Religion and Black Radicalism (Doubieday 1972); and William Jones, Is

Gou A White Racist (Doubleday 1973).

i
|
i
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i
2., Bernerd Anderson, Understianding The Old Testament (Englewood Cliffs, R.J.:

Prentice-Hail, 1957), pp. 289-250.

3. Gerhard voa Rad, Old Testament Theology, Vol. I, trems. by D. M. G. Stalker

(New York: Harver, 1962), p. 4l.
4, B. Anderson, op. ¢it., p. 377.

5. For aralysis of the complexity or liberation’s meaning in Rlack reiigio, see

my The Spirituals and the Rlues (Séabury 1972). Here I try to show that too

cucn enphasis on the "otherworldly" thems in Rlack roligion disterts its basic
peaning, The "otherworld" must be balenced with "this-yeorld" thereby creatirg

the dialectical tension that .makes political strugglie possible even though the
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whole of the Blacx religious consciousness capnot be reduced to historical

liberation.

©. Kerl Marx end Friedrich Engels, On Religion (New York: Schocken Books,

1967), p;“hg.

‘7. See Miles Fisher, Negro Slave Songs in the United States (New York:

‘Gitadel Press, 1953), pp. 27-28, 66-67, 181185, This is an importent book

_that connects the spirituals with the historicel struggle of freedom. Another

important work ie Joha Lovell, Black Sorg:

8., Fisher, Negro Slave Songs, p. 108. It is importent to note that Fisher is

quoting the conservative estimate of a southern historian.

9. See Fisner, Negro Slave Songs, Chapter 4. He notes that the spirituals

were used to convene secret meetings among slaves, and the colony of Virginia
prohibited them as early as 1676 (p. 29, 66 f£f.). Most colonies joined

Vifginia in outlawing the secret meetings, but "neither outlawry nor soldiery

prevented / them / from having hemispheric sigpificance.“ (p. 67).

10. B. A. Botkin (ed.), Lay My Burden Down (Chicego: University of Chicego

Press, 1945), p. 25.
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BLACKS IN JEWISH RELIGIOQUS THOUGHT'AND EXPTRIENCE | )

Classic Jewish thought invariably begins with Scriﬁture, then

threads its way'through Rabbinic-cbmmentary.' With regard to 

it 7

Blacks in Jewish ;eligioué'zhought and experience, two passages

in Scriptufe-—Moses' marriage to a Cushite Qoman'and N@ah‘s

_ 3 i : _

cursiﬁg Ham and Canaan his son--are the principal sources of

1§formati0n pértingﬁt fo the theme of the day.  The first ﬁassage

is,-to use cur;ént ﬁerminology,‘frge of racigm; and the second

is chérged ﬁith_:acism.l We shall begin by dealing with the sirst.
Moses=--so chépter 12 of the Boék éf.Numbefs tells us-—marr1ed

a Cushite or an Ethioéian woman aﬁd tbus made himself guilty of

miscegenation. His sister Miriam and his brothergﬁarﬁn-ﬁere

critiéél—-ﬁiriam espeéially. God was even more érificél qf tﬁe

two critics. And ;eing God, made His diSpleasufe shafply and

dramatigally clearf Miriam whq had been 1lily white becezme lep?cus

 white;.anQ might have rgma;ned éo for fhe'reét of héf iife, had ﬁ@t

Moses interceded inlher behalf wi?h a pefepptorﬁ préYér: ”Heal ner

now, O Lerd, I bese2ch Thee" (Num. 12:13).
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‘Thereupon she was healed, and the people of Iérael jcgrngfed
from Hazeroth, a wordIWhich might mean. “cozy enclosﬁres," to
pitch their tents in the wilderness of Paran, a word which can
he taken to mean “grpwth, fruitfﬁlness"--moved,_so tq'sﬁeak,
from facial narrowness to a Broadly human paﬁtern of living.. : y
Such 1s the:superricial R of Miriaﬁ's and Aaron'slattack
upon Moses for having married a Cushite woﬁan. éutnthe Jéwi§h,
more precisely, the RabbiniC'mode_ofireading texis, endeavors to
probe teneath the outer surface. Such a p;qbe)as it.examines the.zne:{%
several faceté)oifﬁhzzénziﬁa§£3;demonstrétgs that Mirigm an@_ﬂaron_
_wefe not at all concerned by the fact £hat ﬁhé_wife 6f.Hoses waﬁ_
a Cushite woman; As a matter of fact-fhef cham?ioned ?ef,~énd
criticized Moses for reasons which héd nbtﬁing to do witn ﬁer béing

black. | \ =, S g e o T Cidl, 28, Beman 98
) E N .é_g ‘?;, Hu; ynoictenl € L !

- f\jdéjénz_.—e_ sacks © ) _ _

Th L :

the text does not tell us what

ﬁgugbvnaL%g

; S
£ t %

Aaron actually said as they criticized Moses for daring to marry
a Cusnita. Insteed wa are told of thelr complaint: Ve--said 4%‘?’3“1

“bﬂk& . toS¥-~are Prophets as well qualified as is *Moses. And God who
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of all interlocutors should have been relevant responds: No,
as a Prophet Moses is greatly superior to you: "With him I
speak mouth to mouth, manifestly, not in dark speeches.”" Wwhy
in the particular circumstances where plain speecnh 1s required
does not God say something like-~and forgive me for presuming
to put words in God's mouth--"You, Miriam and Aaron, are out-
rageously racist;" or, if He preferred Biblical language, God
might have said: "Have you not all one Father, hath not one

God created you?--you as well as the Cushite woman whom Moses

had taken as his wife."



.
Then; tpo, why were the Jewisﬁ:people_ip the Hildérnésg
silent about thiﬁ.early bccurrenge'of miscégahétion? iwhenlthay_
chose to, they were.not only vocal but gtridente_ And hérg'at”
this juncture ar s HaTE Ldkass had sxicen it MimseIt &
Cushit§ wife, Abt a'wofd from them.

More: -There are traditions both in Josephus (ggt;guitigs

N

- il £ . Pl T 3 o
ST L s i ~r Woa o2 e £ ; AT EG
c:;“:J £ 1 !‘.‘ ey BTNy 2 _"_:j_"__r .dJe_J £ f..;{";/_/!_‘_;_
— e e

: . f .
II, x, 2, Loed, p. 275) and in Rabbinic literature (Ginzberg,.
| . A -

Legends of §h§ Jeyws 2, 28?).coﬂcefning a liaiSon or marfiags_
ube?ween an Bthiopian princess and Moses. Thatlhappened earlier

- in the 1life of Hbses, wnen the Eé?ptiaﬁ kiﬁg sent him as.héad of_-
an ex?editionary force to fight'the.thioﬁians. _Dﬁfing th§ s1ege
of their capital ciﬁy, an Ethidpian-princess capti#atéd by thg
sight of Moses fell in love with him.and the tgo were_marfied.
But that marriage had taken place long, ;ong.bafore Moses

married Zipporah, daughter of a priest or prince of Midlan, long

before he had becone leédér of his people;' th thén should Miriam

and jaron have chosen to pick a quarrel with Moses now in the
wilderness, instead of years ago wnen Moses had Tirst taken unte

himself the Cushite woman?

24
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dMoreover, if the target of attack was.nét the fifst Cﬁshite
ig the 1ife of loses, but the present oné, Zipporah, then E;?iam
and Aaron were again late in béing critical. For by:the time
of ﬁhis incident, Moses énd Ziﬁpbrah his Cushite ﬁife a1reédy

s WAL

native of liidian lived in an area where swarthy Cushitgs.sp?ead,
an@ she herseif may“well haye begn on the swérthy,side.like a true
dalughter. of Cush{séé /L/'a é L .‘7. ‘

In egither event,'whethe£-Miriam eriticized Hoses' firsf wife
-or hi§ second wife the timing of fhe eriticism is baffligg. So,
tob,'are-certain details in the story: Why is iﬁ necessary t§
say "Hiriém_and Aaron spoke against Moses bgcause_of“ﬁhe Cgshite
woman wgom“he had married?” and then:add fﬁe'supsrfluoﬁs words
ﬁfor he nad married a Cuéhite woman?"  Vhat relgvance to fhe'.

Fal

\as _ , T E _
incicdent do=s the description of roses' being '"very mesk, above

"all the men that were upon the face of the earth®? On the con-

trary, nhis decision to marry a Cushite woman bespesks nct meekness
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?fﬁ;ﬂﬁég.{n our report of the probe, weﬁapproach the unsrly-

A
in reason for Miriam's and Azaron's znzer. Thelr anger stemmed from -

like LOSES
sreness of how 4ifficult it was to be a D”ODhetA pgrticularly How

Jifficult it was for such a prephet to continue normal marital 1ife,

here 1s the interpretive process whereby the true reason for Miriam's

Gl

nd Aaron's anger is brought forth: The story of Moses and the Cushite

dle.

woran, 1t is noted, seems to have no connection.wlth what precis or
follows in the text of Numbers, exéept_for one incident'involving an
~unsxprected burst of prophecy—-prophgcy wﬁichléama upén two y@ung'mén,'
12ad and *medﬁd, who went a2t it andﬁ%d not ésase, Josnua ran to re-
_Port'to ¥nses that rivals had appearsd on the scene., IAnd Eoses{ response;
"Wouldl God thzat 211 the Lord's p;ople_were Ero§hets imzx (num. 11 ?9)
With r:eat_perspicacity, the anb ni c‘probé dzres to f1l11, to fle_h
€2 to srezk, the gaps in ths narrztive: when Zipporah, the wife o
doses--so trzdition on vesis of the Trobe surmisﬁqu eard of twd new
Frophets, she ﬁuttareﬁ_tc herself, "I Eity.their wives who will_how be

nezlscied ze= I have bsen," These words sha spoke 5oft13, €5 that no one,

exc2pt ¥iriam and Aaron who =t023 neardy, heard hsr, What, szid they,
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in criticism of Moses and on behalf of Zipporahahthat.Cushite 
...,.Uu_ woul ew o S&
woman--for,. 5&ad=xhs;, he married a Cushite woman, whzch) f?

Pdl/awg . I )
3§§§§isg~ve&éﬂaéé¢$a&$umeaﬁg—a woman extraordinary in beauty

—

221%/’

and'character-—such a woman should not be neglected, no matter

,-:--_-.__ - B .
how important her husband may be. What right does Moses have

to act thus? Wé;-tog, are Prppheté, and we doinot neglect our
spouses. Now ﬂoses,.geipg a meek ﬁan, did net Spea# ub in his’
own beﬁalf. But God said: With Moses do I speak moﬁth.to mouth.,
And since I do, Moses rightly has given up his spouse; but you,
prophets of a more lowly ordef, have not been called upon to give
up yoﬁr spouses.

In this 1nC1ﬁént the term Cushite; as alTEQCYIStaucd is

Fe D fophpnin vty

applied to Zipporah the wife of foses.,/ Xot only was Zipporah:

kind and gentle, bearing quietly the neglect by her husband. She
was also beautiful. By means of a play on words Cushite is equated
with Iscah "one who is gazed at with admiration¥-Iscah, the other

g : (Gm,mz? 2wl t\ETC*)-H*___f-

name for Saran, wife of Abra“auA Bs» Cushite here, anda in evary.

significant ocecurrence in Scripture as intsrprated in Rabrinice



-

tradition, is thus an epithet of praise. Let me list the others.
. —
David sang a PSalm'(Ps¢_7) concerning Cush the Benjamite; And

 Cusn the Benjamite is identified as Saul head and shoulders

taller than any of his fellow-countrymen (1 sam. 9:2). When the

prophet Amos asks, Are ye not as the children of the Cushites

-unto Me, O children of Israel? (Amos 9:7),ﬂfhe'Aramaic_Targum

transiates %ﬁe question: "Are you not greatly beloved unto Me?"

e

So, too, when Jeremiah was cast into the'pit where he would have
died,'it_was a servant of the king described as a Cushite, which,

in the context means a man of great valor, who dared the king's

anger and extricated Jeremiah (Jer. 38:11). As s reward, this
particular Cushite is said to be one of nine who merited entering
the Garden of Eden alive (See Derek Eres Zuta, Soncino tr. 570;

Kalah Rabbati 460-62; and Ginzberg, Lazends
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in four passages in Scripturey =
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I don't know who is responsible for the expression "Black
_ : -

is beautiful." But believe it or not]the'driginal may stem

—_—

- from the Talmud, King Solomon'is said to have had two scribes--

Cushites who were very beautiful (1 Kings h:}j and B.Suk 53a)——:

S0 beautiful were they that when Solomon saw hovering over them
' T————

the angei of death with a sad expression on his face,'Solomon-

'thought that the beauty of these two Cushites affected even the.

angel of death who felt sorry that he had to take their lives..

— "
S . - : .
As it turned out--and the story has .in Appointment in Samarpa

' ‘1

~ touch--the angei of deéth'wéslsad not because.he was affected by
their beauty but because he unexpectedly saw them iﬁ a place
where he had no authority to proceed against:theﬁ. Leaving §h§I
story, what 1is imﬁortamt is Fhat in Jewisn téxts, the tefm

—_—

Cushite-is all hut a synonym for beauty when used of persons. .-

—

It retains the literal sense when applied to objects. Thus black

NI

skin is described as Cusnite; a black citron is described as

Cushite. ©But a human being wno is .czlled z Cushite i3 extra-
—
ordinary in beazuty, in purity, in valor, or in telovedness,
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But if, as you say, Cush the man of black skin is identified

in Jewish lore with beauty, with belovedness, why is Cush's

father Ham, the second son of Noah, ldentified with ugliness?

—

You will recall Ham as a principal actor 1n.a puzzling incideht
in Cenesis which, as seen in Jewish ﬁraditiﬁn,l Shail briefly
sumnarize: ‘'Hoah, tiiler of the soil, was £he-first to plant a

- vineyard. He draﬁk of the wine, and he uncovered himséif within
the tent'"--within nis vife's tent, commentatcrs suégest, Ea@ "the
father of Canaan, saw_his father's nakedness, éﬁd told his
broti’}srs O‘;l-tsic!e" (Gen, 9:20-22)., 'What did he_tell them? ..“i.}id'

1

they, grown-up men that they were, not Imow that. their father -
11

ik ~ 2
conuld he naled

RS |

And if by "nakedness" is meant a man's privy

parts, did they not lamow that he had tThem?
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"The first man héd_but two sons, and one slew.the other; our
father Noaﬁ has three sons, yet he desires to beget a.fourth;"
Nor was Ham content with uttéring such disrcspectful.words. He
added to his sin of irreverence the still greater outrage of

attenpting to perform an operation--a pioneer vasectoky--upon

" his father, designed to prevent his capacity to beget more

children (Gen. Rabbzh 36:5; and Ginzberg, Legends, 1, 168).
"When Ngah awoke from his wine and became soher——heré
legend takes over--he pronounced a curse ﬁpon Hamr ih the person 
of his youngest son Canazn. To Ham.himéeif.he coulé do no harm?

for God had ccnferred a blessing upon licah and his three sons as

. they departed from the ark. Therefore he put the curse upon the

last born son cof the son who had prevented him froi begetting a

1

younger scn than the three he had. The descendants of Ham threugh

Canaan therefore have red syes, because lam lock«d upon the naked-

ness of his father; they have misshapen lips, bacsuss Ham spoke

_——-.-—._____._—————'__.
S el
with his lips to nis prothers sbout the unseenli; condition of his
father; they have twisted alrly hair, becsusd Jam turned and
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( twisted his head ;6ﬁnd to see the nakedness of His father; and -
theyugo abouﬁ naked, because Ham did not covér the nakedness
of his father. Thus hg was requited,:forlit.is.the way of God

to mete out punishment measure for measure" (Ginzberg, Leeends;_

3, 168-69).
What are we to make of the statement just cited? Is it
what we now call "racism?" It is and it isn't. 'In fact, the

‘statement reflects not a racial but a politicai confrontation,

£dT6f%ﬁ§Tfif‘yﬁﬁ‘ﬁtII?‘ﬁf'fﬁE—Egggént coﬁfrom£§€i3;h3§tween_
{gﬁs_éndfﬁaa%ﬁ;}*Xoﬁ see, accordihg'tb classié Jewish thoughﬁ,
God assigned to each of the nations 1ts particular3couﬁtrylaS':
iﬁheritance, even fixing the Borders.fhereof'(ﬁeut. 32:8).

The land of Can'ae;n as At is c-:a_.lled.i_n the Bible; or

FPalestine, meaning the land of the Philistines as with character-
| istic arrogance the Romanéldesignated it; or the Land'ofllérael
as.w§ Jews call it--had been allotted to the:ﬁhildren'of Shem.
Shem,.oldest son of lNoah and forebear of Seﬁitgs, is identified

witn Melchizedek who was King of Salem, king of Jerusalem
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“1o- |  _ e o LT e ‘
”(Gen. lh:lBéjand Rashi on Gen. l2%7)éI No? éaqaan violated the.'
divine order. Thoﬁgh a son of Ham, and‘thdugﬁ-his father and
'his brothers Cush and Mizraim pleaded with hinm pot to éroés_the

national boundaries God had ordained, Canﬁan_deliberatel& in-

~— vaded a land which was not his (Jubilees 10:28-3%J. And so the

animus in Jewish texts is directed primarily not at Ham; the man
of black skin and forebear of Cushites, men of black skin, but .

at Canaan,’interloper-and usurper. 'Indeed,'sb:these Jewish texts
assert,-Canaan‘s father Ham and brothers Cush and Mizraim imposed

~ their own curse on Canaan for daring to invade the land which
properly belongs to Shem.

In passing it should be pointed out.that Rabbinic texts do

not speak of Hamites as a c¢lass to be deprecéted, Only Ham is

E,H___,,—#f*"— _ ™ i raa
spoken of in deprecatory terms because he was the unfertunate

father of the brazen Canaanites who wilfully:flouﬁed'God's will
in-crossing into a domain that was not theirs.
By way of summary: In Rabbinic texts which-encbmpass roughly

the first millennium of the Common Era the term Cushite is
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."..
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associéted with "beauty,'character, purity of heart;.beioved-
ness, and valor." The deprecation of Canaan, son of.Ham, and

brother of Cush must be construed as resulting not from racial

disdainm but from rivalry over possession of land..

Outside of Rabbinic texts, so my friend Professor Salc Baron

wrote me recently, Jewish literature either_ancienf or Medieval,

‘has 1little to say about Cushites or Blacks (1 May 1974).

— o ——

In.ﬁaﬁbinic l1iterature which has,had a.ﬁrofound éffggt uﬁon .
the Jew;s daily.liturgy, one sénses deiight in hﬁﬁén variety,
whgther thg'fa#iéty be_in a2 man's size or in his skin,. Thus at |
-@he sight of a black man, a man with.white spo#s on his.faée; a
man whOSe face is unusually red, a man_ﬁho is very sﬁort b# vefy

tall, a special blessing is prescribed: '"Blessed art. Thou, 0 /

—

Lord who variest the aspect of Thy creation” (Tos Berakot 653y

-~ -

————e——

Lieberman TXE 1, 34. Cf. Ber 58b). The blessing, it seems to me,

ﬂ.

e
. , 3 b : : ; ; :
indicates that #=. the heart of Jewish tradition, rzce, like other -

phencmena, evokes neot disdain but wonder at the infinite veriety

in God's ereation,
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* Dayan on Blacks
It is most deplorable that former
- Defense Minister Moshe Dayan of
. Israel ("Dayan Calls Quality of USS.
* Forces Low,” Times, Nov. 15)
.-ghould characterize black military
personnel of the United States as of
_“low intelligence” and that he
" ghould urge “fresh blood and better
» brains” than he adjudges to be pre-
sently enlisted. .
It is even more deplorable that
' The Times should print such a racial
slur and exacerbate already difficult
inter-gmup relations.
Surely, it is not necessary for 'l'he
Times to quote everything public
ities say, especially when
t.hey add fuel to the fires of polarity
and division in our communities.
DR. GEORGE W.COLE
"+ Soeial and Ecumenical Concerns
Umted Presbyterian Synod of
Southern California
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Future of Black-Jewish Relations

A Black Perspective

By National R. Jones, General Counsel
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People :
Fisk University

Nashville, Tennessee

June 12, 1974

Bayard Rustin, in an illuminating foreword to Gary Marx's in-
teresting book, "Protest and Prejudice," stated that '"We must ré—
create, in a new interracial movement, the high idealism and mérai
commi tment that was reborn in the United States with the civil
rights revolution. But‘thiS'tihe we cannot build arcund the ef-
fort to get Negroes a cup of coffee at a segregated ]unéh céunfer,_.
an'intégrated seat on a bus or a vote in a lily-white electoral
process. Considerablie progress has been made in these areas, but
we still have not touéhed the deeper misery of the black and white
poor. The great-'coalition of conscience'-~that alliahce of Nearo,
labor, 1iberal-and religious groups that offers the best hope for.
a truly great society--must- be restructured to confront tﬁe more
basic socioeconomic problems of our society and meet the needs of
.both black and white Americans."

An assessment of these contemporary and contemplated socia}.
problems must form the predicate of a discussion Of "The Future of
Black~Jewish Relations," for-it is our respective approaches to
solving those problems that will largely Shape the quure rela-
tionship between blacks and Jews. This paper shall focus on the

problems from a black perspective.
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Dr._Jéhn A. Morsell, Assistant Executive Director of the NAACP,
who has written and spoken extensively on black-Jewish relationships,
was originglly scheduled to make the presentation. Hdwéver, due
to his surgery, I have been substituted, and freely concéde my ama-
teur status in this professional assembly.

This perspective which I shall offer will not necessarily be
one that all blacks share. Yet, I am satisfied that it is one that
will reflect the mood and view of a substantial cross-section of
b]éck Americans. As an officer of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored Peép]e, an organizat{on with a long history
of cooperation with sociél1y;active Jewi sh gréups, I feel qﬁite
comfo}tab1e in largely drawing upon the NAACP expérienée in projecf*
ing a black perspective. Hfhere is no other organization serving
‘the black community in the area of civil rights that has a:cémpara-
ble economic, philosophic, social, poiitica?_énd education rangé |
“within its strpéfUrea Thus, the views of the NAACP, as seenlfn its
reéolutions and pronouncements; come closest to staking out é black
consensus on givenlissues. The national polls, notably Newsweek
and'otﬁers; taken together with the sixty-five years of survival
of the'NAACP, largely through membership support, are strong testi--
mony to the fact that the NAACP closely mirrors 51ack_thought.
| In 1971, when the NAACP withdrew from the Black Political Con-
vention in Gary. mainly over the position adopted by some delegates
on busing and israeI,.it was strongly suggested in the media.that

we were out of step. Subsequent events--including the eclipse of
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the most vocal supporters of those positions, and the weékened
state of the 1974 Black Political Convention in Little Rock, at a
time when the NAACP was continuing its activist role nationwide,
argue, I think, for the view that the NAACP may have been more
‘accurately reflecting the deeper held b'lac_:k-mood° .

It is critical for the‘b1ack people and Jews to find ways to

;arry'forward the fight to eliminate common problems.

| We must search out the areés where our interests coincide and
work together on the existing common problems to which those in-
terests relate. For instance, Jews and blacks might well explore
the prob1ems:opnnected wifh the energy crisis, the problems of the
e1d¢rly, revenue sharing and hea1th policies of the Nation; There
would be no disagreement over the need to continually press against
- the probjems of povérty and other common social concerns by Jews
and Negroes. :

It should be noted here that there is a long hisiory'of indi-
vidual Jewish support for the Negro struggle; Individual Jeﬁs
were very prominent in the founding of the NAACP and in its con-
tinuing activity over the ensuing sixty~-five years. Allowing for
a patronizing judgment by today's standards,; Jewish philanthropy
contributed mightily to the educational advance of numerous blacks.
Whether in Meridian, Mississippi, or Cleveland, Ohio, Jews were
prominent among those who offered their bodies and lives in the
civil rights battle. Although it was never true that all--or even

most--Jews were directly involved in the civil rights struggle, it
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is beyond question that proportionately more of them than of other
whites had such involvement. Furthermore, their general liberal
and enlightened inclinations have seen theﬁ, most of the time, in
support of measures, such as civil rights laws, aimed at guaran-
teeing black Americans their fair.and equal share of this NatiQn's
largesse.’ |

SadTy, but necessarily, I note an erosion of the mutual
goodwill which has characterized the formal--and much of the iﬁr
forma]—;interrelatfon bepween Negroes and Jews. Hopefully, the
strength of the working re?atiohship built upon the years will pro-
vide the stuff needed tq;aut'thfngs béck together as we appréach
~future problems. | R

‘ While the purpose of this papef is to look forward, it.is

nevertheless necessary to take note éf a bit of the past and some .
of the present. : . - | i

Let me prov{de an overview of current problems of deep concern
to Negroes. This is necessary because of the recurring theme we
hear and read, i. e., that the worst of the civil righté strﬁgﬁies
are bver. ‘This is not so. Discrimination in jobs, education,
'-houéing and administration of justice are stubbornfy resisting the
" therapy applied to them. |

In the field of employment, the prob]eh.is acute. The NAACP
is still suing through the cdurts to bring justTce to the black
worker. In 1971, the 2nd Circuit Court of.ﬂppea]s affirmed a de-

cision against a major steel company, in Lackawanna, N. Y., that
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was found to be relegéting black workers to the ‘meanest, dirtiest
and lowliest jobs. The company was also caught gsing a separate
. raclial seniority system at its Sparrows Point, Md.,_p1ant,'as late
~as 1973. This system resulted in 7,000 black workers being held
;back because to have corrected the problem '"would have inconven-
ienced management and disrupted--temporarily--the whole plant."
; iﬁ 1973, we succeeded in winning a back-pay case against a leading
Ohio employer on behalf of black workers victimized bQ discrimina-
tion. ' S
With regérdlto public employment; the NAACP has sued.various
governmental uﬁits to end discrimination against blacks jn:police,
fire; stafe patrol and other jdbs. In ever? schoo]-desegregafion-.
. case we bring, we introduce proof of substantial and pervasive.
discrimiﬁation, historically directed against Negro faculty and
'administfator;. And there are other examples in areas too ngmerods
to recite. Thus, the battle is real, even fn'1974. |
Furthermore, a recognition of the high unemployment rate is
necessary in assaying the predicament Negoras find-themse1ves in.
At present, the nationwide rate of unemployment is 5.2%. The
Bureau of Labor Statistics conceded some years ago that its statis-
tics on blacks were imprecise and, therefore, a safe rule of thumb
to follow was to fix the black rate at twice the national rate.
Thﬁs,lthe rate is 10,4%. _
In the youth category, it is even more pronounced, being ap-

proximately 35%.. This has ramifications for all of society.
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The tools being relied upon in getting at this problem of job
discrimination include Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and
the significant decision of the United States Supreme Court in the

Griggs v. Duke Power case. In that decision, the Supreme Court

knocked out as being violative of the law tests which are non-job-
related. -This law requires the shaping of appropriate and effec-
tive remedies to end and overcome patterns and practices and vesti-
ges of job discrimination. To do so, courts have been fashioning
decrees that incorporate numerical ratios and minimums. These de-
6ree§ include affirmative requirements strongly opposed by labor

unions and employees. Until recently, their obstructionist posi-

~tions have met with little or no success.

In the area of education, the expansion of racially sébarate
public school systems in the North and the admission practices of
institutions of higher learning are matters of serious concern to
black people. The school desegregation 1itfgatjon in the Ndrth
brought by civil rights groups has shown the‘exfent of isolation
under which American children--black and white--are being educated.

There are two.worlds in which young people are growing up, black

‘and white, separate and unequal. Now, twenty years after Brown,

we are on the brink of another major Supreme. Court declaration
which may determine whether the spirit and promise of Brown live

for black children in the North, or the whimpering remains of the

Dred Scott and Plessy doctrines have been resurrected,
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Institutions of higher learning are coming around to under-
standingItheir-obligation to develop student bodies that more
clearly reflect the real world in terms of multi-racial composi-
tion. The tools to facilitate this process, i. e., civil rights
laws and guidelines, were hammered out by a civil rights coalition
which included blacks and Jewish groups. As these educational in-
stitufons moved forward with affirmative action devices developed
uhder the law, some of our Jewish allies, in the words of Roy
Wilkins, fell off the wagon, so to speak, because of their disa-
greement over ”preferenfiai treatment,! "reverse discrimination"
or'“quotas,”‘as tﬁey callil s r _-

Obviously, the departure is based on fundameﬁtalvéoncernﬁz
held by séme'Jewish groups, so much so that some felt compelled
-to extract from Presﬁdent{él candidates in 1972 commitments to
oﬁpose such programs. At the same time, there is the firm detér—
mination on the part of blacks to forge ahead and insist on the
use of affirmative action to overcome the effécts of historical
deprivation. | . . o

Jews have a deep-seated aversion to ''quotas." Blacks héve
a deep-seated hatred of ''paper and pencil'tests which have been
used, nét to measuretheir potential, but to guége the effects of
grievous wrongs done to them.

With specific reference to the De_Funis controversy, it
should be noted that never, prior to the University of Washington

Law School initiating its affimrative action program,’had there
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been more than one or two blacks per year graduating. Other col-
leges, . through deliberate exclusion policies, limited or kept out
blacks. There can be no dqubt;that blacks have been discriminated
against, particularly in obtaining a legal education. This, in-
turn, has reduced the number of blacks able to function as pro-
fessionals in the legal arena. As recently as the 1964-65 éca&emic
year, oﬁTy 701 black students were enrolled in law schools approved
by the American Bar Association. And although American law scboo]s
graduafe more than_lo,OOQ.students annually, in 1965, oh]y 2005 -
graduates, or 1.3% were b?ack.. The affirmative admission po1icies_
instituted by many law schoois ﬁncreased that enrollment to over
5500, or 3% of the total. The doors opened only-fecéntly,-éﬁd -
paf?ty has not yet been achieved. An increase in bléck 1aw§ers
means that the disenchanted will be-better_able to-deallwith the
"deeper miseries' affecting the people of wﬁom Mr. Rustin Qrofe;:
The inevitaﬁie effect of the position advocated by the Jewish
~groups and others opposed to affirmative admission practices would-bé,
in the words of Clarence Mitchell, Director of the NAACP'S_WaSHing—
-_ton Bureau, that "most blacks who have been handicapped by racial
. discrimination in their education would never be admifted to léw
~school, Presumably, black children now in kindergarten would be
able to look forward to admission into law s¢h001§ if existfng in=-
adequacies in their educatioﬁ'are corrected befdre they_finish

college."
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Mr. Mitchell warns, however, that "anyone who assumes that
blacks in the United States will tolerate this kind of injustice
makes a serious error."

As Vernon Jordan, Executive Director of the National Urban
League, arguéd in a recent speech to the American Jewish Committee
in_At]anté, ''Y/e have no quarre] with the merit system nor with
the concept that-rigid numerical guotas that overlook individual
differences and attributes are wrong. But we reject the suggestion
that a merit system is actually in operation today. Nor do we ac-
Ceptlthat merit may be accurage!y measured by tests.! |

In the interest of accurécy, the dialogue must remove the
word "quota,'" or the term "reverse discrimination." So 1ong'as
those words are injected, the atmosphefe will beinflamed and the
issue never fully addressed. Black people are not advocating
"quotas" fér the simpfe reasoh that ''quotas" have served'to-ex~
clude them from jobs and schools to a far greater extent than any
" other group. The Use of '"quotas" against b1acks is what has ﬁade
affirmative action now necessary.
| , IF now an affirmative action policy appears to remedy what
musf be regarded as an historical evil, blacks, pafticularly young -
blacks, as Mr. Mitchell reminds us, can hardly be expected to ac-
cept orthodox rules of admissione. Natura?iy, blacks, recognizing.
thé dangers in these admission policies, will not readily aécept
thém, for they have kept blacks on the outside ]ooking in, just as

- occurred in the employment field.
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Now, and for the foreseeable future, the problems of educa-
tion and jobs will be high priority on the black agenda. Needless
to say, it is critically important for blacks and Jews to find a
way out of the present impasse if future relations are not to be
Iimperi]ed. '

Blacks have history on their side. They have now sensed a
bit of what can be. And in their view, many Jewish spokesmen,
as did the hardhats, are pulling '‘tech" on them by yelling "'quotas, "
and they deeply resent it. What to me makes this so difficult is
that the ''tech' is being called on young aspirations--aspirations
fof higher education and advancement held by vigorous ydung people
whose attitudes can greatly shape the black response to calls for |
future cooperation with Jews.

1 know of nothing in recent times that has so dramaticaily
called into question the black-Jewish alliance as has the opposi~
tion of many Jewish organizations to this fbrm of affirmative ac-
tion.

When employers and labor unions tried to puli'the "rule book"
.on black workers who were using affirmative action programs to
“dperk ths circle of job bias, they failed. Upon a focusing of
affirmative action efforts in the direction of college admission
practices, the leading opposition came from some Jewish civf}
rights allies, an opposition that has proven to be more formidable
and effective than that mounted by such powerful emp]?yers and
unions as the National: Association of Manufacturers, the Chambers

'of Commerce and the AFL-CIO,
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A move designed to resolve the dilemma posed by the diver-
gent positions taken by black and Jewish orgaﬁizations on the
affirmative college admission policies is under way. The ﬂntig
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, the American Jewish Committee;
the American Jewish Congfess, the National Urban League, the
Puerto R{can Legal Defense Fund and the NAACP, in a letter fo
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare Casper Weinberger,
asked that HEW develop guidelifies to deal with the problem. The
‘text of the letter is important. It said: |

While the undersigned organizations have taken
varying positions on the De Funis case, we
have, over the.years worked closely in suppo.
of civil rights and human freedom.

We all recognize that the process of creating
affirmative action is not an exact science. It
is only in the past few years that the Nation
has begun the deveIOpment of procedures for
dismantling discrimination.

All of us wish to avoid polarization. We
agree that a primary gosl for all of us is the
elimination of all forms of discrimination and
. the establishment of affirmative actions and
processes that will provide equal opportunity
within our constitutional framework.

Since the issues raised by the De Funis case
remain, we believe that an early response from
HEW within whose jurisdiction such matters lie
is indicated. We are therefore requesting that
you direct the issuance of non-discriminatory
guidelines clarifying how educational institu-
tions can best develop appropriate tools for
special efforts to recruit persons from prev1-
ously excluded groups. '

Mr. Wilkins has clarified the letter further by advising the Sec-
retary that the NAACP reserves the right to oppose guidelines which

the NAACP feels are against basic organizational policy.
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Hopefully, the Secretary will respond positively to this
urgent but reasoned request. A reso]ut}on of this problem is
basic to future relations between blacks and Jews. |

As fér the general black mood, I offer the following:

Blacks feel themselves buffeted about on every front., It seems

- that as goon as progress appears realistically achiévable, whether-
in housing, education or jobs, the whistle gets blown and the
ruies of the game are changed. In school desegrégation, just as
the HEW guidelines and Federal judges were getting down to susi—
ness, the country e1ectéd_and reelected an anti-integration
President, who fired Leon Panetta, made nationwide appeéls
against busing and instructed his Justice Department to intervene
in desegregation cases against the interests of black childfen.
As the moment of truth was about to appear for contractors and
labor unions, the Secretary of Labor issued-a memorandum defang-
ing Home Town Plans. |

As policies were shaped which facilitated blacks acquiring
housing in suburban areas where 80% of the new jobs are being
generated, the national administration's policy shifted to oppose
“férced integration of suburbs," | |

After the Supreme Court began to insist on the Bill of Rights
being extended to black Americans by providfng effective assistance
- of counsel in criminal cases and curtailing unreasonable searches
and seizures, along comes a '"law and order'" administration with

. its "no knock" laws and warrantless searches.



Jones - 13

Blacks felt "Watergated" long befecre the June, 1972, break-in.
And no one seemed to care. Particularly distressing was the way
in which our traditional allies, the Jews, in large numbers
bolted and became strong backers of an anti-black administratioh,
an administration that set about to reorganize American governhen—
tal institutioqs in such a manner as to repress and contain bléck-
aspirations. The protests of the American Jewish Committee to
the President and the Democratic Presidential candidate in 1972,
and the President's response, wére particularly disconcerting to
Negfoes. _

Blacks pray that the revelations on the tapes of the alleged
unflattering references to Jews and the anti-Semitic comments will
shock those Jews who had flirtations, if not a love affair, with
an administration whose heel was on black necks, into a réa}ization
that anti-Semitism is still very much around. Just as there has
been racial prejudice among Jews, there has been and is some anti-
Semitic sentiment in the black ﬁommunity. The growth of new - .-

- radicalism among young blacks brought with it Third World attitudes
o whiéh'were antagonistic to Jews. Many of us hope that the differ-
ence we have on the affirmative action concept will abate befofe'
| the radicalism gains additional converts in the black community.
Dr. Morsell, writing in the Annals of the Américan Academy

of Political and Social Science, July 1973, offered hope and in
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my view his words are relevant:

Fortunately, there is a positivzs factor at work

in Negro-Jewish relations--above and beyond the

close and analytical scrutiny which both are
accustomed to render to the i1ssue of their rela-
tionship. This is the working partnership which

has developed among professionals in the respec-

tive organizations and among officials and aca- ;
"demicians, whose daily pursuits bring them into .
close and continual contact. o

The antennae of representatives in those cate-’
gories are highly sensitive: they respond to
warning signals with consultations; efforts to
mediate tension spots; and attempts to achieve
formulations which will accomodate both sets of
interests, without requ1r1ng excessive compromise
at either end.

I submit that if the wise words of John Morsell are_heeded,
the future of black-Jewish relations will be positive and the Nation

will be better for it., ™
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. REMARK
. SEYHOUR SAMET
Fisk UNIVERSIT u()LJaLaLTATICN i

ACK JEWISH ReLATIONS

AFiFR THE PROFUNDITIES OF THE PAST TWO DAYS I AH SCHEWHAT
RELUCTANT TO DISCUSS HITH You SOME MUNDANE BUT BASIC INTERGROUP TRUTHS
THAT | BELIEVE TO BE ESSENTIAL IhGREDIENTS FOR AHY SUCCESSFUL JOINS
UNBERTAKINGS INVOLVING OUR RESPECTIVE COMMUNITIES, TOWEVER, I DO sO
BECAUSE 1 BELIEVE THAT IT IS OCCASIONALLY DESIRABLE TO RESTATE WHAT
APPEARS TO BE THE osvzcus IF ONLY TO TEST THE HYPOTHESES UNDER HHICH
I BUNCTION AS A bGCIAL ACTIVIST, :

IT IS MY CONTENTION IN THESE REMARKS THAT: THERE 'EXISTS'A .
BROAD sasis;soa BLACK JEWISH COOPERATION DESPITE DIFFERENCES THAT WE
- May_aa;b=0N SOME KEY zssuas, However ) THIS COOPERATION REQUIRES RE-
LESTABLISHMENT‘Gr A TRUST RELATIONSHIP AND AN ASREEMENT GN SOME GUIDING
'PRINCIPLES WHICH CAN INCREASE 1HE'LIKELEHODEI0F OUR ACHIEVING SOME
SIGNIFICANT GOALS. -] SUGGEST TO YOU A CONSIDERATION OF THE FOLLOWING
TEN POINTS AS BEING IRPORTANT ASSUMPTIONS FOR THIS PURPOSE.
1. HITHIN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY THERE HAS BEEN A CONTINGING DEBATE
O THE RESPECTIVE MERITS OF 'THE UNVERSALIST AND THE PARTICULARIST AGEHDAS
OF ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE AJC. BASICALLY, THE UNIVERSALISTS MAINTALN
THAT JEWS CAN BE SECURE ONLY IN A FREE SOCIETY IN WHICH ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION ARE VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED BY US. THE PARTICULARISTS SAY
THAT It A PLURALISTIC SOCIETY EACH GROUP MUST ORGANIZE AROUND ITS OkN
 SPECIALIZED INTERESTS AND ONLY GIVE PERIPHERAL ATTENTION TO THE PLIGHT
" OF OTHERS. R

[ assune THA% THESE THWO VIEWS, IN VARIOUS FORMS, ARE REPRE-

!
1



-QQGANIZHTIOﬁS REDRhSEhTIﬂG MINORITY GROUPS HAVE A RESPONSIBILITY TO BE

..2..-
SENTED IN MOST BINORITY TOFMORITIES, To SOME DEGREE BOTH UNIVERSALISTS
AND PARTICULARISTS ARE CORRECT, THERE=IS MO QUESTION IN MY MIND THAT

RESPONSIVE  TO ‘THE SPECIAL FROBLEMS OF THEIR. OWN ﬂEMBERS; HOWEVER,
HISTORY HAS CLEARLY VALIDATED THE UNIVERSALIST DIALECTIC-THAT HUMAR
RIGHTS ARE INDIVISIBLE AND THAT DEﬁfAL OF EQUAL JUSTICE AND CPPORTURITY
TO ANY GROUP THREATENS THE RIGHTS OF ALL. BUT, HISTORY HAS ALSO SHOWN
THAT THERE ARE TIHES WHEH GROUP INTERESTS ARE LEGITIMATELY IN CONFLICT

WITH ONE ANOTHER. 'AT'SUCH TIMES THE PARTICULARIST AGENDAS MAY HAVE TO

PREVAIL,

2. AS NOTED IN THE PROGRAM ISSUED FOR THIS' CONSULTATION, BLACKS

AﬂD JEWS'REPRESEKT GROUPS WITH A HERITAGE OF DISCRIMINATION, A COMMIT-
MENT TO. SOCIﬁL JU CL ANJ A RECORD O PAST COOPE?ATION. Tuis 1s

- SUFFICIENT TO MERIT A MAJOR EFFORT TO CREATE NEW COALITIONS ON ISSUES
OF MUTUAL CONCERN. AMONG OTHERS, THESE ISSUES INCLUDE: NATIONAL HEALTH
CARE MASS’TRANSP%QTATIOM; SAFER CITIES; CARE FOR THE AGED AND OPEN

ADMISSIONS TO STATE U\IVtPSITIcS.

P _ AW ESSEPTI&L INGQFDI:HT OF EFFECTIVt COALITIONS IS THAT

PARTICIPANTS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO GIVE UP ANY OF THEIR PRINCIPLES., IT
S NOT A PREREQUISITE THAT EACH GROUP MUST AGREE WITH TBE TOTALITY OF
EVERYONE ELSES AGENDAS. WE CAN, AS AN EXAMPLE, UNITE ON PROGRAMS FOR -

" HEALTH CARE AND OPPOSE EACH OTHER ONlWHICH WELFARE REFORM CONCEPT WE

APPROVE, . . )
4, THE CHARGE OF RACISH OR ANTI-SEMITISM HURLED EACH TIME: THERE

IIS EVIDtNCE OF DIS#PREtMtiT 2Y ONE GROUP ﬁITP THE AGENDA OF THE _OTHER,
.D“VALU:S THE'REAL SIGNIFICANCL OF THESE hD?bS; POLARIZnS RESOURC:S
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ESSENTIAL FOR THE FUTURE SUCCESS OF OTHER ACTIVITIES AND DIVERTS OUR

ENERGIES FQOM THE PJQSJIT OF JUSTICE TO THE DEFENSE OF THE IN“"uQITY

OF OUR IDEOLOGIES. JENS ARE NOT PER SE RQCISTQ WHEMN WE OPPOSE COMMUNITY
CONTROL AS CONTRASTED ﬁITH'COWMUNITY PARTICIPATION I PUSLIC AND PRIVATE -
INSTITUTIONS,” BLACKS ARE HET, PER SE, . A{TI SEMITES IN SEEKIHG BERIGN
QUOTAS In, UNIVERSITY AD@ISSI“&S RHCULATIONSI A’ISP AND ANTI- StWITISH.

ARE MORE LIKELY TO BE EVIDENCED BY PUuLIC CHARGES OF BIGOTRY AS THE

PRIMARY EXPLANATION BY EITHER COMMUNITY AS TO WiHY THE OTHER IS IN
OPPOSITION TO ITS OWN HIGHLY VALUED PROPOSALS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE
5, EXTREMISM AS A TECHNIGUE FOR ACCOMPLISHING SOCIAL CHANGE IN

_A. RICAR SOCIETY IS ULTIMATELY COUNTER- PRODUCTIVE:“”Q?CANI IﬁGJTO

INFLUENCE SOCIAL CHAMGE THROUGH THE POLITICAL PROCESS IS TH: MOST

DESIRABLE ALTERNATIVE. THIS REQUIRES FOR JEW AMD BLACK ALIKE, WEW

COALITIONAL DESIGNS ON EMERGING ISSUES SUCH AS ANTI-POVERTY LEGISLATION,

REFORM OF THE JUDICIAL PRCCESSES AND A RESTRUCTURING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION

¢ AMERICA.

By _ FUTURE bGHLITIONS) 10 BE SUCCESSFUL; SHOULD ATTthPT TO INVOLVE.

GROUPS HERETOFORE NOT IDENTIFIED WITH THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, PRLHARV
AMONG THESE ARE ETHNIC GROUPS WHICH ARE BEGIMNING TO ORGANIZE AROUND
AGENDAS SIMILAR TO OUR QwN. THEIR AGE&BAS!&OW SOUND LIKE our own! THE
NEED FOR MORE AND BETTER HOUSING; ENPLOUMENT OPPCRTURITIES FOR THE YOUNG;
AND GREATER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES BEYOND THE-HIGH scHooL, COOPERATION
HITH THESE GROUPS IN WORKING FOR AN EXPAHSION OF THE PIE IS A MODEL

- INFINTTELY SUPERIOR TO COPPETITH@N WITH THEM TO SEE WHICH GROU° WILL BE

ABLE TO SECURE THE LARGEST PIECE OF A PIE RAPIDLY DIMINISHING IN SIZE.

7 OUR FAITH.IN FEDERAL, STATE fND LOCAL GOVERMMENT CIVIL RIGHTS
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RESOURCES NEEDS TG BE REEXAMINED. A SYSTEM OF ACCOU&TAQ:LIT? IS SORELY .
NEEDED TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE FUNCTIONS, EXPERTISE AND FINANCIHG OF
THESE AGENCIES ARE ADEQUATE FOR CURRENT NEEDS. IN THIS REGARD WE CAN
JOINTLY INVESTIGATE THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RECENT DOWNGRADING OF THE
'OFFICE OF FEDERAL CONTRACT COMPLIANCE WITHIN THE LABOR DEPARTHENT,
ME SHOULD ASCERTAIN THE VALIDITY OF THE ALLPCATLOYS IN THE CURRENT ISSUE .
F CHANGE MAGAZINE THAT THE EFFORTS OF HEW's OFFICE OF CIVIL RerTs_A&é
IMPAIRED BY A LACK OF FUiDS. IT HOULD BE IMPORTANT FOR US TO CHALLENGE
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFEWSE'S DECISION TO ENFORCE OFCC GUIDELINES ON
RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION, | iR
8, - THE RELATIVELY RECENT AWAKENING OF MAJGR toRPORATIOas REsARD1HG
THEIR SOCTAL RESPONSIBILITIES PRESENTS US WITH AN OPPORTUNITY FOR MUTUAL
APPROACHES TO THEM REGARDING THEIR VESTED iNTERESTs IN OUR INTERGROUP

AGENDAS. 1 GIVE YOU AS TWG EXAMPLES THE FOLLOWING: ?

A, INCREASING THE HOUSING  SUPPLY FOR LW THCOYE WORKERS

BY CORPORATE INSISTANCE THAT THEY WILL NOT MOVE INTO COM-

MUNITIES THAT PROHIBIT OR INHIBIT THE CONSTRUCTION OF LOW

AND MODERATE INCOME HOUSING AVAILABLE TO WORKERS IN THEIR

PLANTS., | |

B, . CORPORATE SUPPORT FOR LOW-COST MASS TRANSPORTATION

SYSTEMS AS ONE RESPOMSE TO THE CONTINUING CRISIS IN THE

. AVAILABILITY AND HIGH COST OF ENERGY.' |

9. THE ACCEPTA3ILITY OF COALITIONAL MODELS 15 ENHANCED WHEN
 EFFECTIVE LEADERSIGITHIN A MINORITY COMMUNITY EXTEND THE HORIZONS OF

ITS CONCERNS BY SHOWING SOLIDARITY WITH THOSE THAT ARE AGGRIEVED FROM

" OTHER MIKORITY GROUPS. RECENT EXANPLES INCLUDE THE May 25TH EDITORIAL

In THE KEW YORK PBHSTERDAM NEWS ABHORRING THE ﬂAALOT HASSACRES OF ISRAELI
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CHILDREN AND NOTING HOW JEWS HAD SUPPORTED THE DRIVE TO RAISE FUNDS
TO HELP THE FAMILIES OF THE BLACK CHILDREN KILLED BY RACISTS IN THE
BIRMINGHAM CHURCH BOMBING 0F RQZ3ANOTHER 1S THE RESOLUTION ADOPTED

BY THE AJC AT ITS ANNUAL FEETING IM HAY CALLING FOR ASSISTANCE TO THE
FAMINE-AFFLICTED PEOPLES OF AFRICA., DY THESE STATEMENTS AND BY IMPLE-
MEHTATION OF PROGRAMS WHICH DEMONSTRATE BOTH CONCERN AND COMMITMENT,
TRUST-IS ENGENDERED AND COOPERATION MADE POSSIBLE,

10. THE PREVIOUS EXAMPLE UNDERSCORES KY FINAL POINT THAT IN THE
PURSUIT OF DOMESTIC JUSTICE WE CAHNOT IGHORE ITS INTERNATIONAL ABUSES.
OUR COLLECTIVE VOICES i4UST BE HEARD IN PROTESTING SUCH CONDITIONS AS
APARTHEID I8 SOUTH AFRICA, ANTI-SEMITISHM IN RUSSIA, THE CONTINUED SLAVE
TRADE IN SOME ARAB STATES OR FAMINE IN INDIA,

oa ©o - -] Qo oo co

It THESE 10 POINTS | HAVE DELIRERATELY MIXED PRINCIPLE WITH
SUGGESTED PRGGRAM. 100 OFTEN INTTHE PAST WE HAVE FOUGHT FOR TOO LCNG
OVER THE DOTTING OF IDEOLOGICAL I'S AND THE CROSSING OF WON FUNCTIONAL
T'S. OUR FUTURE SECURITY AS BLACKS AND AS JEWS CAN NO LONGER AFFORD
THIS LUXURY 1F IT CONTINUES TO SERVE SIMULTANEOQUSLY TO POLARIZE AND
IHCAPACITATE US. WHILE THE NREED FOR IDEOLOGY 1S OMNIPRESENT I REMIND
YOU THAT THE NEED FOR ACTIOW IS EMERGENT. -
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@lacwj ewish Relations

' NASHVILLE — The first national con-
sultatien to focus scholarly attention on
the religious. historical,
social dimensions of Black-Jewish rela-
tions from the Biblical period to the
present. was held at Fisk University.
Nashvilie. Tenn., June 9-12,

AMore than 30 Bldack and Jewish
theologians, sociologists and acadeni-
cians are pariicipating in the meeting, co-
sponsored by Fisk University and the
American Jewish Commitiee, and co-

chaired by Dr. Eric C. Lincoln and Rabbi

Marc H. Tanenbzum,
Dr. Lincoln; Chairmen of the Depart-
ment of Religious and Philosophical

Studies at Fisk University. 15 a noted .
- Biack sociologist who has written and lec-

tured extensively en religion and minority
group relations. Rabbi Tanenbacm, Na-

tional Director of Interreligious Affairs of

the American Jewish Committee, is inter-

- nationally known [or his ecumenieal activ-

-

ities aimed al establishing beller rela-
tionships between Jews and other reli-
gious and ethnic communities.

Ratiotule

Describing the ratienale of the consul-
tation, Dr. Lincoln declared: ;

""The interest of destinies of Jews and
Blacks have touched and. at times, ran
together [or thousands of years. Dis-
tresses incident to minority status in
America have sometimes blinded Blacka-

_ mericans and Jewish Americans to their
common interests and their common pre-

dicament.

“But each group has 5[181 gths the |

other can hardly afford to be w ithout Nei-

- ther group has vet crossed so far info the

promised land of the Americen muin-
stream as to be irrelrievanly secure.”

Commenting on contemporary rela-
tionships between the two groups, he
added: :

“Every Jew in America is somehow -

better coff pecause of the "Black Revolu-
tion' in the 1960°s, the Black Revolution
owes a graal Geal to Jewish involvement
and participztion. Jews are goeing to con-

tinue being Jews, and Blacks will remain

‘Black. Bul when this conference is over,

polilical and

eac-h should have a better understanding
of what is involved in the self-perception
of the other.”
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Holocaust specialist Jisitd Detroit

‘Tone down rhetoric,

Jews, blacks urged

By NORMAN SINCLAIR
Kows Statf Writer

A Jewish scholar and specialist on
the Holocaust is advising Jewish and
black activists to ‘‘turn down the
rhetoric'” stemming from their
disagreements over the Palestine
Liberatior Organization and to begin
listening to each other.

Black leaders, said Dr. Irving
Greenberg, should 4 —
refrain from giv-
ing  simplistic
arguments for
U.S. recognition of
the Palestinian
group.

*‘Integrationists
never killed
women and chil-
dren while oppos-
ing  segregatio-
nists,” he said. “It
is time for us to go
back to the closest
feelings we shared
in the 1960's.”

Dr. Greenberg
said the rift be-
tween blacks and
Jews did not begin
with Andrew
Young's resigna-
tion as U.S.
ambassador to the
United Nations.
He said relations
between the two groups have been
deteriorating for a decade.

DR.

“BOTH GROUPS have to become
more sensitized to political give and
take,"” Dr. Greenberg said in Detroit
last week.

“Republicans certainly disagree
with Democrats, but they don’t start
hating each other There can be
disagreements, but these need not
lead to breaks."

Dr. Greenberg, a rabbi and
professor of Jewish studies at City

NEWS PHOTO / THEODORE J. GLADWELL
IRVING GREENBERG:
Disagreements need not lead to
breaks.

College in New York, is director of
the President’s Commission on the
Holocaust. He and members of that
commission recently returned from a
fact-finding tour that took them to
concentration camp sites in Europe
and to Holocaust memorials in
Israel.

Dr. Greenberg was in Detroit to
address local Jewish community

: - leaders involved
in the planning of
a Holocaust
Memorial Center
to be built at the
Jewish Communi-
ty Center in West
Bloomfield.

DR. GREEN-
BERQ urged Jew-
ish and black
leaders to
remember that
the Holocaust is
not just a lesson
for Jews.

“It is a lesson
for both blacks
and Jews to
remember how
they have shared
oppression, how
been persecuted,”
they have both
he said.

The Holocaust Commission was set
up six months ago to plan an appro-
priate memorial for victims of World
War 11 genocide.

The recomendations that he will
present to President Carter include:

® A museum in Washington for
research on tragedies such as the
Holocaust.

® Creation of a “committee of
conscience’’ to meet regularly to
monitor reports of genocide around
in the world.
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Blacks, Jews meet
in effort to close rift -

By HARRY COOK
Free Press Religlon Writer i .

Leaders of Detroits black and Jewish communities met
privately Wednesday night at the exclusive Detroit Club in a
continued effort to smooth the rift that developed between the:~
two groups over the resignation of U:uled Nations Ambamdor
Andrew Young.

Young resigned Aug. 15 over a meet!ng he had with a: 3
member of the Palestine Liberation Organization — an action, -
that angered the Israeli government and many Jews in Amer-i:, -
ica. Blacks, too, were angry at what some leaders called l'us

- “forced resignation.” n

DETROIT CLOTHING STORE OWNER Stanley Winkel~

| man said he and Judge Damon Keith of the U.S. Circuit Courtof -

Appeals invited 11 of their “close friends to have dinner and. ,

talk about our common interests and concerns. .
|  Present at their Wednesday night meeting were Walter N
Douglas, president of New Detroit Inc.; Rabbi Richard C. ;
Hertz; Detroit City Councilman Nicholas Hood attorney M:les -
Jaffe; Walter Johnson, a Wayne State University vice-presi--,
dent; Michigan Supreme Court Justice Charles Levin; Robert..
| Naphtali, an accountant and former president of the state Anti--
i Defamation League of B'nai B'rith; attorney Aldn Schwartz;
Horace Sheffield, assistant to UAW President Douglas Fraser;.
Tom Turner, president of the Metropolitan Detroit AFL-CIO;
and Larry Washington, executive director of the Detroit -
NAACP.

A similar meeting two weeks ago, called by Detroit area |

officials of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, saw *
the walkout of Jewish representatives Israel Halpern, presi-"
dent of the Rabbinical Commission of Metropolitan Detroit. . . .-

; and Marian Schifman, president of the Jew:sh Commumtv ’
_Councll. A T




America.%ournal of Sociology
Jan, 19 (Part II)

School Integration and Occupational
Achievement of Negroes' '

Robert L. Crain
Johns Hopkins University

American Negroes who attend integrated public schools have better
jobs and higher incomes throughout at least the nekt three decades of
their life. The differences in income cannot be accounted for by the
higher educational attainment of alumni of integrated schools, or by
the higher differences in social background. The most significant ef-
fect of integrated schooling is probably not ‘‘educational.” It is
probably more important that Negroes who attend integrated schools
will have more contact with whites as adults, and tend to havé more
trust in whites than do Negroes from segregated schools. This in turn
partially overcomes a crucial barrier to equal opportunity—the fact
that information about employment opportunities is spread through
types of informal social contacts to which few Negroes have access.

Much has been written about Negro poverty and its roots in the Negro’s
lack of skills and in racial discrimination. But even if all Negroes had skills
and there were no diserimination, the segregation of Negroes, residentially
and socially, would lower their incomes, simply because Negroes would con-
tinue to be denied access to a valuable resource—information about em-
ployment opportunities.

American Negroes live in a society which is largely segregated. In this
society, there are whole occupations and industries which have very few
Negro workers. Sometimes this is due to historical accident; the industry is
located in a region which has few Negroes, for example. In other instances
their absence is due to discrimination, sometimes subtle and sometimes
not, or it is simply because Negroes do not apply for these jobs. In many
cases, they do not apply because they do not know when a job becomes
open. It is a common observation that one of the most significant forms of
unfair employment practice is the hiring of new employees from referrals
made by the present staff; if the staff is all white, the persons who apply
will be friends, relatives, and neighbors who are also white. The employer
who advertises publicly for help must bear the costs of interviewing large
numbers of applicants and must depend only upon the application blank in
making a decision. If there is a demand for that type of employment, he is
wasting money by advertising when he can staff his plant without doing so.
The best jobs are, therefore, not advertised. Even if the employer does ad-

1 This study was carried out under contract with the U.S. Civil Rights Commission. The
study was designed and data gathered by the National Opinion Research Center. The
advice and nssistance of Paul Siegel, Peter H. Rossi, Thomas Pettigrew, David Klassen,
Judith Favia, and Narindar Kelly are gratefully acknowledged. The analysis is solely the
suthor’s and of course does not reflect the views of the Commission.
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vertise publicly, the advantage lies with persons who have some knowledge
of the kind of work, the nature of the qualifications, etc.; friends, neighbors,
and relatives of present employees still have the inside track.

In a segregated community, Negroes must depend upon other Negroes
for information about job opportunities. If Negroes are segregated into
low-paying employment, they will, of course, have limited knowledge of
better-paying opportunities. As Sheppard and Belitsky (1967) observe, for
the poor to depend upon friends and relatives is rather like “the blind lead-
ing the blind.”

Even in those areas where discrimination seems unimportant, segrega-
tion plays an important role in restricting Negro achievement. The Negro
physician may feel that he had the same opportunities as his white col-
leagues, but if he had an all-Negro practice, his clientele probably lacks the
money to provide him with an equivalent income. The physician with a~-~
racially segregated, poor clientele fares badly for essentially the same
reasons as does a physician serving a geographically segregated, depressed
community in Appalachia.

Thus we are arguing that occupational opportunities for Negroes will be
limited until there is at least partial racial assimilation—until Negroes have
sufficient contact with whites to learn about job opportunities and obtain
referrals from white employees. There are numerous barriers to this kind of
assimilation. The most obvious one is the amount of prejudice of whites
toward Negroes and of Negroes toward whites. But even if there were no
personal prejudace, the present patterns of racial segregation in social rela-
tions and in housing could persist through inertia, and continue to limit
_ sharply the occupational achievement of Negroes for many years. ’

SCHOOL INTEGRATION

The public school is an important factor in the process of assimilation.
Negroes who have attended integrated schools continue to have a large
number of white friends as adults; they are more likely to live in integrated
neighborhoods, to favor integrated schooling for their children, and to pre-
fer belonging to integrated voluntary organizations (Crain, forthcoming).
This means they will have greater opportunities to move into a bi-
racial employment market rather than being restricted to the traditional
ghetto employers. Hence, Negroes who attended integrated schools should
have less-traditional patterns of employment and, as a consequence, higher
occupational prestige and income. In order to substantiate this argument,
we will present data showing that (@) Negroes from integrated schools are
more likely to hold “nontraditional” jobs—jobs which have relatively few
Negroes in them, (b) Negroes in nontraditional jobs will earn more money
than those in traditional jobs, hence (¢) Negroes from integrated schools
will have higher incomes, and (d) Negroes with white friendships will have
access to information about the labor market which they can use to obtain
these nontraditional jobs, hence (¢) Negroes from integrated schools will
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bave more knowledge about jobs. We shall present the findings separately
for each sex; the pattern is somewhat different for males and females.

Data to establish these five points are drawn from a 1966 survey of
Negroes, aged twenty-one to forty-five, living in the metropolitan areas of
the North. The sample was weighted to overrepresent Negroes in higher-
income neighborhoods and in the smaller metropolitan areas; the tables are
hence weighted to reflect the actual population. The true number of cases
is approximately 40 percent of the weighted Ns shown in the tables. Inter-
viewing was conducted by an all-Negro staff.

Block quota sampling was used; normally, this procedure slightly under-
represents low-status persons, and this seems to be the case here. Of the
male sample, 22 percent never attended high school; we estimate that the
true percentage in the universe may be as high as 25. In the sample, 10
percent of the men are professional or managerial, which is the same as the
census data for the 1960 northern urban male nonwhite population. In
1960, 18 percent of the male universe were laborers; this sample produces
only 12 percent. This is the greatest discrepancy between the sample and
the census; part of this difference is due to change in the economy between
1960 and 1966. _

The original sample was 1,624 cases and the weighted N is 4,153; we will
focus largely upon that one-third of the sample which attended northern
high schools and who report an occupation; this is 1,231 weighted cases.

INTEGRATION AND NONTRADITIONAL EMPLOYMENT

Table 1 records the percentage of Negroes for each of the eight major urban
occupational groups in the 1960 census and the percentage of alumni of
integrated high schools and of segregated high schools in each of these oc-
cupations. Negro men tend to be concentrated in the lower blue-collar
occupations—operatives, service workers, laborers—and in the lowest of the
white-collar occupations—eclerical work. Conversely, Negro men tend not
to be professionals, managers, salesworkers, or craftsmen, hence, we shall”
call these four major occupational groups nontraditional. Approximately
one-third of the male Negro alumni of integrated high schools are in three
nontraditional occupations: crafts, sales, and the professions, while only
one-fifth of the Negroes who attended segregated schools are in these three
groups. Male Negro managers, owners, and proprietors tend to come from
segregated schools, but contact with whites is not necessary to enter these
occupations, since almost all Negro managers are in businesses serving
largely Negro clientele. (If the data were available, we would hypothesize
that Negro businessmen serving white clientele would be more likely to
have had integrated schooling.)

Contrary to popular belief, Negroes who attended integrated schools do
not come from higher-status or more stable families, and therefore these re-
sults do not change when background variables are introduced as controls.
(We will demonstrate this for the relation of integration to income below.)

One reason Negro clerks are slightly more likely to be from segregated
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schools is that Negro clerical positions are available in the largest metro-
politan areas where there also is the largest number of segregated schools.
When city size is introduced as a control variable, the apparent predomi-
nance of men from segregated schools in clerical work becomes smaller.

Negro women from integrated schools are much more likely to enter the
professions. But otherwise, our thesis does not hold for women; Negro
?v%::en from integrated schools are not more likely to have nontraditional
jobs.

TABLE 1

OCCUPATIONS OF ALUMNI OF SEGREGATED AND INTEGRATED NORTHERN
HIGH SCHOOLS, BY SEX, AND PERCENTAGE OF NEGROES
: IN EACH OCCUPATIONAL GROUP

MarEs Fruavres
High School Was High Bchool Was
Negroes Negroes.
Inte- Eegre- in Inte- Segre- in
OccUPATIONAL grated gated Differ- Group grated gated Differ- Group
Grovor (%) (%) ence (%) (%) (%) ence (%)
Professional.......... 11 8 43 5.9* 14 4 410 10.7*
Managers, owners, pro- )
prietors............ 3 6 -3 4.2¢% 1 0, +1 5.3*
Clerical.........c.... 11 13 -2 113 22 32 -10 6.7*
Sales...........occnn 3 0 43 4.7 2 3 -1 4.7*
Craftsmen........... 19 13 +6 7.5* 2 2 0 11.4
Operatives........... 31 40 -9 143 22 21 4+ 1 13.2
Service............:. 15 10 45 29.1 36 38 -2 388
Yabor .. s side g 6 10 -4 27.4 0 0 . 32.7
Tobal..wicnviase 99 100 99 100
Ntoooooo oo (498) (220 (372) (134)

Note.~—Alumni of southern high schools excluded from this tabls.
* Indicates nontraditional occupation.
1 Weighted; true N is approximately 0.4 times N shown for all tables.

The eight major occupational groups are broad categories, and we can
continue this investigation by looking at differences in the detailed occupa~
tional classifications within each major group. In table 2, we look within
each major occupational group and see that Negroes from integrated
schools are more likely to hold those occupations whose work force is less
than 3 percent Negro, which we shall define as nontraditional (U.S. Bureau
of the Census 1960, table 3, pp. 21-30). For example, 36 percent of Negro
professionals from integrated schools are in the nontraditional professions,
compared with 33 percent of Negro professionals from northern segregated
schools. (Of course, in table 1 we saw that Negroes from segregated schools
are less likely to be in the professions at all.) This is the smallest difference

in the table; the other differences are sharp even for such low-level em-
ployees as operatives and service workers.

We also see in table 2 that Negro women from integrated schools are
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more likely to hold nontraditional occupations in the professions, and in
clerical and sales positions. There are no Negro female occupations in the
general category of craftsmen, operatives, or service which are not more
than 3 percent Negro. Managers, operators, proprietors, and laborers have
been dropped from the table for both men and women because there is no
classification of managers, etc., which is over 3 percent Negro and no classi-
fication of laborers which is under 3 percent Negro.

These two tables yield convincing evidence (at least for males) of our
general point that Negro alumni of integrated schools are in “integrated”

TABLE 2

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS FROM EACH MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL GROUP IN
(DETAILED) OCCUPATIONS WHICH ARE LESS THAN 3 PERCENT NEGRO,
BY INTEGRATION AND REGION OF HIGH SCHOOL, AND BY SEX
{PERCENTAGE IN OCCUPATIONS LESS THAN 3 PERCENT NEGRO)

Marzs Fruares
High School Was High Bchool Was

North, North, South, North, North, Bouth,

Mazor Inte- Segre- Begre- Inte- Begre- Begre-
OccupaTioNAL grated gated gated grated gated gated

Grour (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) . (%)
Professional.... 36 6 33 a8 31 35) 8 9) 0 ® 0 5)

Clerical, sales. . 19 13 30 58 43 58

(67) 1 (30) Y (49) (89) (40 - (36)
(93) (29) (113) ' o
4 0 0
(155) (91) © (179)
8 0 0
(76) (22) (51)
Nore.—Sign test, differences among :;urthm—q!unhd respondents significant p < .01 (one-tailed).

jobs. In table 3, we see that those respondents who hold these nontraditional
occupations within each major census classification tend to have higher
incomes. In the case of males, those in nontraditional occupations have
noticeably higher incomes in all five test groups. However, the pattern for
females is completely mixed, and apparently meaningless; for example, the
very high correlation for Negro professional women is based almost entirely
on the high income of Negro schoolteachers, a traditional occupation.

One might argue that the Negroes in these nontraditional occupations
are better qualified, and to some extent this is true. In table 4, we see that
Negroes in nontraditional occupations tend to have higher educational at-
tainment. However, observe that the association between education and
nontraditionalism is weaker than the association between income and non-
traditionalism;in table 4, v is generally lower than in table 3. (Our measures
of education and income are distributed through five categories with ap-
proximately the same marginals; therefore 4 in both cases is comparable.)
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In table 4, we again see no pattern for females. Those who have nontradi-
tional occupations are not better educated. This is consistent with the idea
that occupational discrimination and 1nequa.hty is greater for Nearo males
than for Negro females.,

It seems a reasonable assumption that discrimination against Negroes in
employment and the higher salaries in occupations which have few Negroes
is a result of competitive efforts on the part of white male employees to
protect their economic situations (Hodge and Hodge 1965). If this is the
‘case, then it seems reasonable that white women, as a class more preoccu-
pied with family and less with occupational roles, would be less likely to
press for a similar occupational patt.ern of dlscnmmatlon aga,mst Negro
women.

Even so, Negro women still benefit occupationally from mt,egrat.ed
schooling, according to these data. There are too few cases to ma.ke a truly

TABLE 3~

ASSOCIATION BETWEEN PERCENTAGE NEGRO (DETAILED OCCUPATIONAL
SR . CATEGORIES) AND INCOME, WITHIN MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL
- CATEGORIES, BY SEX

Mares Fn}n'm
OccrraTioNaL CaTzGorrEs - Total N ¥ : Total N

- Professional. . . . e e -.38 118 + .42 108
Managers, owners, proprietors...... e 50 +1.0 13
Clerical and sales................. . =.31 ___ 173 o= 193
Craftsimen. «.c.cobresases Bias e o ] -.21 303 +1.0 22
Operatives, ....ovvvenerenacnnnnns —-.03 623 + .06 _ 236
(<! TRRPRPRTN, SR S, - WU, —.65 4 209 + .18 465
Eaborers: . convsboiviniann s« B . 195 * 3

* When the data are quartiled, there is no variance in male managerial occupations, which have few
Negroes without exception, or in laboring occupations, all of which have many Negroes.

- TR W A

Assocm'rmn BETWEEN PERCENTAGE NEGRO IN DETAILED QCCUPATIONAL
CATEGORIES AND EDUCATION, WITHIN MAJOR CENSUS
OCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES, BY SEX .

Marzs FeumarLes
Masor CATEGOET > Total N ¥ Total N
Professional. . .....coooue.. - .. =15 118 + 52 113
Managers, owners, proprietors...... b 50 +1.00 13
Clerical and sales.......ccvuuunnnn - 41 177 - 12 204
Craftemen .. ivvisivoess aviaas - 11 307 + 07 28
Operatives........ccivvenvennnnn. - 03 635 + 01 251
Borviles, coiicivirnnsinianns cpnsne - 37 209 - 24 511
TAPOF. .. it 9ims b 6 A e * 197 . 3

* When the data are quartiled, there is no variance in male managerial occupations, which have few
Negroes without exception, or in Iaboring occupations, all of wh:ch bhave many Negroes,
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firm statement, but table 1 shows the overwhelming majority of Negro
professional women have been educated in integrated schools.

Tables 5 and 6 show that Negroes who attend integrated high schools
have higher occupational prestige and higher incomes. (Data on income for
women is not presented; since so many women work part-time, the results
are difficult to interpret.).The occupational prestige effect is considerably
stronger for women than for men. The differences for men do not reach the

TABLE 5

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF STUDENTS FROM INTEGRATED
AND SEGREGATED HIGH SCHOOLS

Rroron axp InTEcRATION OF Hice ScmooL

North, North, South,

OccuratioNat Status Integrated Segregated Segregated
Mean occupation prest.lge. men. ST 34.0 346
Standard deviation.............. 12.3 12.6 13.8

. Total N....... WSS, (489) (229) (494)
Mean occupation prestige, women.. 36.1 31.3 31.6
Standard deviation.............. 13.9 12.6 16.3

Total N........ 5000 e iy (372) (136) (384)

Nore.—Efect of integration for northern males N.S.; :Efect for females, p < .01 (one-tailed}; occupation=-
al prestige scores developed at NORC by Rob:rt w. Hodga Paul M. Siegel, and Peter H. Rossi.

TABLE 6

MEDIAN INCOME OF ALUMNI OF SEGREGATED
AND INTEGRATED HIGH SCHOOLS, FOR MALES

Hiar Scaoor Is

Ny North, North,
Bex Integrated Segregated
Males........... 85454 #5110
(493) (247)

.05 level of significance, but they are in the predicted direction and are not
small. The difference between the median annual income of alumni of inte-
grated and segregated high schools is $344 per year for males. Some of this
can be attributed to age (with the increasing number of segregated schools,
young Negroes do not have as much opportunity for integration) but more
than $200 difference remains after an age control has been introduced in
table 7.2

3 The summary statistic used in table 7 iz & net partial difference formed by taking a
weighted average of the differences across each row or column of the table.
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There are only 300 male graduates of northern high schools in the sample,
so it is not possible to estimate accurately the real dollar return resulting
from an integrated education. The young Negro men from broken homes in
this sample are more likely to have gone to integrated schools, and men
from stable homes earn approximately $600 more per year when educational
attainment, age, and high school integration are controlled. When family
stability is introduced as 2 control, the effect of integration rises sharply,
to $390. :

Much of the income difference is due to the higher education of alumni
of integrated schools. The average high school graduate, (including those
with college) earns about $800 more per year than the average person who
did not finish high school (again, controlling for integration, age, and

- family “stability). Since 20 percent more students from integrated high

TABLE 7 |
INCOME OF ALUMNI OF SEGREGATED AND INTEGRATED

HIGH SCHOOLS, FOR MALES, WITH BACEGROUND
VARIABLES CONTROLLED

Increase Ia Aonual Ia-
come (Medians) Due to
High Bchool Integration

for Males (Rounded to

Additional Variables Tneluded Ten-Dollar Unita)
e NonB...wv.. 00 M0 e, .. 0.1 $ 340
ARl casoodiecdBh oo Slinte s K8 o dultle » s & $ 220
Age, stability of family of origin....... - 8 390
Age, educational attainment........... $— 40
Age, educational attsinment, and stabili-
ty of family of origin....ccveeeuneann $ 210

schools graduate (Crain, forthcoming), we would expect the increased
educational attainment to increase the income of alumni of integrated
schools by about $200 per year. We have computed two estimates of the
effect of integration independent of education in table 7. With only age as
an additional control, we remove all of the effect of integration; but when
we use family stability also, we have $210 remaining independent of educa-
tion. Clearly, a larger sample is needed to make this estimate; but until one
appears (which, we suspect, will not be soon) we must assume that integra~
tion has a net effect on income, independent of other variables including the
higher educational attainment which also results from integration, of about
8100 per year—not a small difference over the forty- to fifty-year working
life of an adult male. Lifetime income of alumni of integrated schools is in-
creased about $10,000; we estimate that only two-thirds of this amount is
due to differences in educational attainment. Note that higher educational
attainment is not a very parsimonious explanation of the fact that Negroes
from integrated schools are more likely to work in nontraditional occupa-
tions. In the remainder of this paper we will argue that alumni of integrated
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schools make more money because they are more likely to associate with
whites; they have integrated jobs for the same reason they are more likely
to live in integrated neighborhoods.

THE JOB-FINDING PROCESS

The findings of tables 5 and 6—that alumni of integrated schools have
better jobs and earn more money—is reasonable if one assumes that having
informal contacts into the white job market is the crucial factor. Tables
8~12 provide some evidence for this point of view. Table 8 gives the re-
sponses to the question, “How did you find your present (or last) job?” and

TABLE 8
ANSWERS TO QUESTION ON SOURCE
OF PRESENT JOB
National Negro
Sample Bample
Bource (%) (%)
Familye oo id i =08 L 1) 14 13
Friend = SniEmibanamias 24 25
Union'sw, W |G S =5 1 3
Want ads i |, e, S=Ton = 7 10
State emplo, e e 6 10
Private employment........ 4 7
Visiting prospects........... 24 18
Ask previous employer. . .... 2 2
g’ h'school. 5., . 5. . 8. .0 é 0
ege...... 0 N 1
+ Other........ % .. %a.. 8 16 10
/ Total. .. .convs o Pincss o o 102 99
2 NocidionKoinnii . a0 (566)* (3,537)

* Unweighted N for national sample s 21-45, who ha
warked wi\‘..ﬁ% the past two years. P oed % "

compares the responses of the Negroes in our northern metropolitan sample
and those of a national sample. The similarities are more striking than the
differences, and in general the results point up the importance of informal
means of communication in the job hunt. On the whole, the findings are
quite consistent with Sheppard and Belitsky’s (1967) study on job seeking.
Although only a little more than one-third of the respondents say that
family or friends referred them to their present job, another one-quarter
of the national sample and one-sixth of the Negro sample mentioned “visit-
ing plants” as the way in which they found employment. This presumes that
the respondent had some idea of what plants to visit; in a large city, this
requires more than a casual knowledge of the labor market. The largest
differences between the Negroes and the national sample are in this cate-
gory. It may well be that Negroes anticipate discrimination and hence are
less willing to make the grand tour of possible employers. Negroes use
formal means of obtaining job referrals, such as the union, newspaper ad-

k-]
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vertisements, and public or private employment services more than whites
do and use family and friends as a referral method less often.

The next question is what kinds of persons are useful sources of informa-
tion about jobs? In the absence of data, we will make two straightforward
assumptions: first, we assume that better-educated persons are more valu-
able contacts, since they may have more general knowledge, more influence,
or may know more precisely what management wants in the way of quali-

TABLE 9~

PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS WHO Sa¥ TEEY COULD SEEK ADVICE FROM A
FRIEND WHO Is A COLLEGE GRADUATE, BY INTEGRATION OF-— -~ =
____HIGH SCEOOL, EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT, AND SEX -- -

Trre or Hian ScuooL

Northern, Northern, Southern, -

- Integrated Segregated Segregated
B=x - (%) (%) o %) B
Males: ' L 1F i -
No college, . . . S0 oo 62 44 45
(3549 (212) 427
Some college or college graduate....... 82 8. - . 75
- (169) = .. (48— (120)
Females: PR W T S |
Na college. . . . Fatan it oisanmton o 47 33 | 35
3 (536) (257) (636)
Some college or college graduate....... 65 78 69
i i e (130) (38) (147)
TABLE 10

ENOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER JOB OPPORTUNITY, BY.SEX, EDUCATION, AND
CONTACT WITH A COLLEGE GRADUATE (PERCENTAGE)-

Precextace ENOwmNG oF ANOTHER Jos,
S 5T EpvcaTion—

fex Anp Coarract wram Eighth  Some High Nigh School  Attended

. Corrzaz GRADDATE Grade School Graduste College
Males: e S RTRCREL R = =T
With college graduate contact.”>. 32 a7 41 52
(217) (414)  -- (365) (332)
Without college graduate contact. 29 17 21 —_—
(184) . (183 (122) (30)
Difference....cocvveeiiinnnaens + 3 +20 +20 iw
Females: : = o
With college graduate contact.... 22 29 39 53 :
(148) (459) (437) (297) . .-
Without college graduate contact. 20 19 24 -
(177 (372) (212) (58)
Difference. ...coveveniiinenanns + 2 410 +15 it
Note.—Net effect of college graduats tact, among those with high school education or less: males,

15%; females, 10%. {
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fications. Second, we assume that whites know more about higher-paying
jobs than Negroes do. Negroes who attend integrated schools are more likely
to associate with whites in later life, and have a double advantage in that
their.contacts with whites also bring them into contact with persons who are
better educated. Respondents were asked whether they could go for advice
to a relative or friend who was a college graduate. (They were not asked
what race the relative or friend was.) Respondents who attended integrated

TABLE 11

CONTACTS WITH WHITES AND KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER JOB,
BY SEX AND EDUCATION OF RESPONDENT
(PERCENTAGE KNOWING OF ANOTHER JOB)

ConracTt wite Warres

Sex a¥p Epvcation Low (0) (1-2) (3—4) High (5)
Men, high education......ccoveevns wun 30) 55 5 20 64 52 @15)
Men, low education. .............. 24 25 32 29

. ! (261) (332) (359) (541)
Women, high education............ ... @0) 34 o8 41 9 43 0
Women, low education.......... e A2 20 29 30

(444) (487)  (386) (488)

Note.—For men, net effect of tact with whites, independent of education = +44. For women, net .
effect of contact with whites, independent of education = +12. )

TABLE 12

;
PERCENTAGE KNOWING OF ANOTHER JOB BY PRESENT CONTACT WITH WHITES,
BY FREQUENCY OF FRIENDS’ VISITS, AND BY SEX
(PERCENTAGE NAMING ANOTHER EMPLOYER)

J,'/ _ Pereevt ConTacT WITR WHITES
FBEQUENCY OF %ﬂi Low Medium High
Males: 55 '
Few days per week............. 34.9 33.8 38.3
(189) (281) (399)
Once per week.....ooevveinnnnn 19.6 14.2 24.1
(112) (134) (170)
Less than once per week........ 179 30.5( %) 39.6( £2)
Females: '
Few days per week............. 20.3 32.6 : 35.8
(301) (276) (338)
Once per week............. ween 13.8 27.1 28.6
: (160) (207) (154)
Less than once per week........ 12.0 20.5 32.2
(249) (273) (208)

Note.—Net effects (first col. vs. third col.): For men, net effect of contact with whites, independent of
visiting = +3%, pet effect of visiting, independent of white contact = +1%. For women, net effect of
?}uggct with whites, independent of visiting = +17%, net efect of visiting, independent of white contact =

o 2 ,
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schools are not more likely to have relatives who are college graduates, but
they are considerably more likely to have college-educated friends, as shown
in table 9. In this table, there is essentially no difference among northern-
educated respondents who had themselves attended college; in all cases,
they were likely to have college-educated friends: Southernmigrants are at
a slight disadvantage hére, possibly because they have migrated after com-
pletmg their education and thus have left their college classmates behind.

There is a slight tendency for females with some college education who at-
tended segregated high schools to report more college-educated friends, but
the number of such cases is tiny. When we turn to respondents who them-
“selves did not attend college, we find that those who attended integrated

* high schools have very distinct advantages, while alumni of segregated

northern high schools are no more likely to have a college-educated friend
available than are migrants who attended southern high schools. Since
alumni of integrated high schools have more white contacts, it seems safe
to assume that many of these college graduate friends ,are_whlte‘

From this point, the chain of argument is supported indirectly by the evi-

* dénce. We hypothesize that better-educated friends are more likely to know

of job opportunities. This is supported by table 10, which shows that those
respondents who do have college graduate contacts -areconsiderably more
likely to be able to name an employer who would hire them.? Notice that the
differences are greater for respondents who themselves have some high
school or are high school graduates. This is consistent with the possibility

. that college graduate contacts and other persons that these respondents

could use for referrals would be more familiar with occupations requiring
at least minimal educational qualifications. Or it may be that respondents
with less than eighth-grade educations have access tolow=status jobs which
are easier to learn about, and which require fewer personal referrals.
Table 11 shows that respondenta who have white friends know "of more

" job opportunities than those with fewer white contacts. The results for

males, however, are quite weak; the differences for females are considerably
stronger. It is possible. that Negroes with high levels of white contact are
more gregarious in general, and the fact that their friends are white is ir-
relevant. Table 12 considers this argument by controlling on"the response

to, “How often do friends and relatives visit your home?” In general, con-
tact with whites is a more important factor than total amount of home

“visiting. (We have no explanation for the curvilinear pattern for males in

the effect of amount of visiting on knowledge of a job.)

" Table 13 closes this part of the argument by showing that alumni of inte-
grated schools are more likely to name a prospective employer. This is not
the case for respondents under thirty; but the differences among older re-
spondents are quite large for both sexes.

We have presented data showing that part of the effect of school mtegra
tion on occupational achievement can be attributed to the effect of high

3 The net partial percentage difference in table 10 is computed in the same manner as the
net partisl difference in medians (see n. 1).
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contact with whites on job-seeking behavior. There are other effects as well;
alumni of integrated schools are more likely to have attended college and
score higher on an efficacy scale, which itself is associated with more aggres-
sive job seeking. (Efficacious persons are more likely to know of another
job, controlling for sex and educational attainment.)*
Both tables 11 and 13 indicate a stronger pattern of effects for females
than for males. This is consistent with tables 5 and 6 which showed that the
" effects of school integration were generally more pronounced for females
than for males. It is difficult to decide upon a convincing explanation for

TABLE 13

HigH ScEHOOL INTEGRATION AND KNOWLEDGE OF ANOTHER JOB
BY AGE AND SEX OF RESPONDENT
(PERCENTAGE NAMING ANOTHER EMPLOYER)

Hrom Scaoor INTEGRATION

North, North,
Aae axp Sex Integrated Begregated Bouth
Males:
Under30............. 38 @ (169) 38 20)
30-39..... 2000 0 s (193) 1 (68) (159)
404...... DT 40 a 15 -
o 06) @0 (152)
Under30............. 35 e 21
(306) (174) (248)
1 o VAR SR, 24 18 )
40+, .... f./. .......... 30 19 & @
(106) (53) (200)

this, but one possibility is that the good jobs for employed women are white-
collar positions in small offices rather than in larger plants. Thus a Negro
male high-status employee may be a member of a large firm—he may hold
a supervisory position in a factory, for example—and thus would have less
difficulty in locating an employer. The working woman who wants a white-
collar job might find that most of her possible employers have small offices
where informal contacts are regularly used in recruitment.

CONCLUSIONS

There are so many possible ways in which interracial contacts might benefit
the Negro job seeker that it is difficult to say what part of the process is
most important. Only one-quarter of our sample stated that they obtained
their present job through friends, but this did not mean that the other three-

¢ Unpublished tabulation. Sheppard and Belitsky show that unemployed workers with
high need for achievement hunt for jobs more aggressively.
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quarters did not benefit from informal contact. Even the most casual infor- -
mation about employment can be valuable, and such information tends to
filter through the social system in many ways. One irony is that if a single.
Negro is hired by a large plant, there are more white employees who know -
that the firm is integrated than there are Negroes; thus we arrive at the -
curious hypothesis that whites will have more information about jobs whlch )
are becoming “open’ than will Negroes.

_In general, the argument that has been advanced here does not hinge
" upon actual job discrimination. In the absence of all discrimination and
" prejudice, American Negroes would still suffer the consequences of racial
segregation in housing, voluntary associations, and informal social relations.
These consequences are not merely psychic or social in character; they can -

be measured in crude monpetary terms as well. The public school thus be= =~

comes & doubly important instrument of social mobility for Negroes; in
addition to its obvious educational value, it provides an opportunity to
begin building the interracial associations which permit an escape from the
~ ghetto. _ -

e =
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‘RENOLUTIONASKED
"IN US. GRURGHRS

Baraka St;.ys Otherwise
‘They Will ‘Disappear’

* By ELEANOR BLAU

Special to The Kew York Trme
DALLAS, Dec. 4 — Imanu
Amiri Baraka, the writer and
black militant leader, told the

= |primitive obstruction in the

“disappear” if it did not become
“revolutionary..”

Addressing the opening ses-
sion of ihesconncil?: trrgnninl
general nssembl{ meeting, Mr.
Baraka, forrm-r{ known as
LeRol Jones, declared that the
United States was a “‘major
path of progress,” committed|
to “money, sex and violence"|
instead nfl"mpresenullve ‘:5
proportional government
the equitable distribution -of
wealth.”

The church may make Tof
statements, he said, but if it

National Council of

Churches
today that the church would|States of America,” then it be-lstances of such writings, but|that it would bs “improper and|of Kawaida Towers in Newark,|cit

is “connected with the United

comes part and parcel of ajhad been told that Mr. Baraka/
structure that “must be de-jhad ted an invitation to|

presumptuous for a Jewishjwhere the lives as an’ exanlaple Justice — “among many” — on
lugency even to appear to be[of church passivity, He said|hich he said the church must

stroyed : speak mth rju:itrdhls “}ilk wgs to
Al cus on the warld nations,
Anti-Semitism Charged  [not the domestic scene,
The appearance of the poet| Two observers here from
and playwright caused a stir

American Jewish Commil
hera when it became known|one of them a Presbyterian la
that the

.American pastor—supported the league's
of B'nai mchﬂmﬂ thgliol'lr- Banhs:eit
to send two Texas obscrvers#ntiwhite and anti-Semitic, They
to the conference because of|cited examples, including a line
what it termed his -“violently|from his poem “Black Art" tha
anti-Semitic writings.” said, “We want poems like fists

Benjamin h1=I|:astci|'|. m_a;io;la! g:"'“:f niggers out of Jocks
g of e ety i R o e
general secretary, citing in-| However, the observers sald

ems in the slimy

making [a) judgment for maln|that he had not seen any whitelyt These included, he said,
line Pmi:]uin s'l:nmd that it ministers “trying to stop mis-l, o " wyphely alllance” between

would be a mistake to distort|Uid¢d racists and bigos® Wholpio power * governments and

r were tryil It black

Mr. Baraka's appearance as ajnc S3id tryin to ha large corporations that ex-
development in a predominant-|., 2

“black-Jewish confrontation.” 1=\ CCR neighborhood, -ﬂﬁiﬁ% gme:fumm for the

Context Clted He called on the churches to
Mr. Baraka, who was asked{support self-determination for|
carlier to comment on the|African people “in the United
league's t'tmmnltﬁa said at rk: States and worldwide.” -
new conference that rema
about Jews in his works could ‘Unholy Alllance’ -
the meeting’s opening ses-

be secen as anti-Semitic only if] In
they were taken out of context.| SI?:?L the Most Rev. Patrickigrowing, despite widespread
Mr. Baraka cited the current{Fl Roman Catholic Aux imﬁsl’lcthn with the struc-
Bishop of San Antonio,|tures of ecumenical bodies. She

over the building]il
five areas of social In-{said that the church was gain.|

At the morning session, Mrs.
"mwdure 0. Wedel, president
o,'l: the national council, said
that her travels around thef
country since her election three
years ago had convinced her
that intercst in ccumenism was

s

controversy

ing grass roots vitality and
that “we are in the beginning
stages of a great revival of
religion.”

$5,000 Stolen During Mass
INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 2 hsm
— Two gunmen
cuffed a tﬁgﬁmf his son, tried
unsuccessfully to handcuff two
retired nuns’ and took about
$5,000 in money and checks
Sunday in the basement of &
Roman Catholic church while
mass was In progress. The
police said the moncy had been
collected at four weekend
masses at Holy Spirit church.




'PRESBYTERY-OF : NEW+YORK- CITY

The United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.

7 WEST 11:th STREET. NEW YORK 11, NEW YORK/TBLBPHONB WAtkins 4-5620

January 16, 1970
Dear Colleagye:

Yesterday thirty of us representing the religious cammunity of New York
City, met at the Central Presbyterian Church and resolved to raise the bails
of the fourteen Black Panthers whc have been in priscn here since April 2nd,
1969. We will attempt to do this by ralsmg multiples of $105,000 for each
of them by next Wednesday at 2 P.M. This is the way:

$ 5,000,00 cash (or bank passbook with interest protected)
50,000.00 collateral (stocks, property or jewelry)

50,000,00 guaranteed signatures
$105,000.00 Total

Why the hurry? Because the pre=trial hearings” begin:an Moriday,February
'2nd and the only chance of giving the lie to the notion that Black Panthers
are bail-jumpers and are not to be trusted, is for them to be free and appear
in court under their own recognizance. That's a risk, you say. Yes, but
miniscule. As long as other Panthers are being arrested, no one of them is
go:.ng to desert his brother or sister and prejudice his chance for freedom by
jumping bail. However, it is absolutely necessary that they be free in order
to help their attorneys prepare their defense,

What's been done? Two churches - Good Shepherd-Faith and St. Mark's in the
Bowery have pledged their buildings as collateral, and the City Mission Society
is seriously considering encumber:l.ng its Minisink Town House also. Moreover',
one denominational executive has agreed to put up $5,000 of his discretionary
fund for bail premium and two pastors have agreed to use $5,000 each of their
own .perscnal resources-.as-collaterals; —This- :|.s~real ~'test:|.mony -of -the churches.—: —- --~—- -
‘being the Church. -

I am enclosing copies of this letter so you can share it with perscns whom
you believe will help either in contributing cash, putting up collateral, or
signing to guarantee the last $50,000. Each kind of help is needed desperately. NOW!

The issue is not the fate of the Black Panthers. It is the guarantee of free-
dom for all Americans to be judged innocent until proven guilty. Erode that free-
dom for one, regarvdless of how heinous the alleged crime, and-you have eroded it
for all.

Hoplng to see you, with money, this Wednesday, January 2lst at 2 P.M. at
Central Presbyterian Church, B4th Street and Park Avenue. ) .

General Presbyter

. RPJ:mrl
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The American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations

165 East 56th Street

New York 22, New York :

- Dlte_7@1/«\d: [ 7, //’ 7
FR.OH: RABBI MARC H. mm

TO:

i’leuc cirtﬁslnte to;/

______ For Approval
— For Your Inforn-tion
_____ Please Haﬁdlo-

Read and Return
_.Returned as Requcated
-—___ Telephone Me

Your Cosmsents, Please

REMARKS :



BLACK-JEWISH RELATIONS IN EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY, 1654-1865

Bertram W. Korn
American Jewish Historical Society and
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, New York

Harold Isaacs, "Back to Africa," New Yorker, May 13, 1961, quoted by
Horace Mann Bond, "Howe and Isaacs in the Bush: The Ram in the Thicket,"
Apropos of Africa (compiled and edited by A. C. Hill and M. Kilson),

(London, 1969), p. 288:
"I had the small but faintly consoling thought that my
ancestors, whatever other sins they might have been com-
mitting at the time, were sequestered in some Eastern European
ghetto, and could not have been among the slavers who waited
out there [beyond Elmina] on those ships.”

Rabbi I. B. Koller, Congregation B'nai B'rith, Santa Barbara, Callf.,

in a letter to the Jewish Post (Indianapolis), May 3, 1974:
"Why should Jews be made to pay the price for past and
present black disadvantages? After all, how many Jews
owned slaves? How many Jews, after arriving in the USA
between 1200 and 1920, displaced blacks, made fortunes at
their expeﬁse or became party to Southern Jim Crowism or
Northern neglect?" '

Maxwell Whiteman, "Jews in the anti-slavery movement,"
The Kidnapped and the Ransomed, The narrative of Peter and Vina Still
after forty years of slavery (Phila., 1970), p. . 41:
" ..a small number of Southern Jews were involved in
slaveholding [in 1853]."

I. COLONIAL PERIOD

a. The inventory of the estate of the outstanding New Amsterdam/New York
Jew (Asser Levy d. 1682) reports his ownership of "one negro boy".

b. Almost every stable Jewish household of any substance, North or South,
possessed at least one slave.

c. Newport, R.I. census of 1774 lists only two Jewish families without slaves.

d. Of forty-one wills of Jews probated in New York, 1704-1799, only fourteen
refer specifically to slaves, three providing for manumission — but this
does not prove the others did not own slaves.

e. Jacob Rodriques Rivera (1717-=1789) of.NewPort owned 12 slaves; Levi
Sheftall (1739-1809) of Savannah 44; Francis Salvador (1747-1776) of
South Carolina 40. { lawkalion.  uriens -

£.] Gews in the slave—trade. Isaac DaCosta and Moses Llndo of Charleston;
Simha de Torres, Isaac Levy and Jacob Franks of New York; Aaron Lopez
of Newport — the most distinguished Newport Jew, perhaps of all the
(7 2:' colonies: at least one slave ship on the seas each year for ten years;
(G
Negro workers engaged in weaving and chocolate rlndlng for him; black
customers, both slave and fre%\ Z dremtsh o 48’“"* sl Bk of 4

g. Shearith Israel of New York City hired two slaves from a widow and used
other blacks in the building of a new synagogue in 1729.

ih-
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No record of ideological opposition_to slavery on the part of Jews
during the colonial period.

II. NATIONAL PERIOD

d.

1790 census: in South Carolina, of 73 identifiable Jewish heads of
households, 34 owned one or more slaves, to a total of 151. Abraham
Cohen of Georgetown held the most, 21. '

1820 census: over three-fourths of the Jews in Richmond, Charleston
and Savannah, owned slaves; only one out of three in Baltimore; only
one out of 18 in New York. Of 74 identifiable Jewish households in
New York, 21 included free blacks, to a total of 29. One of those who
did not own any in 1820, Jacob Levy, Jr., had manumitted six slaves in
1817.

1840 census: 62 identifiable Jews in New Orleans — although there must
have been several hundred households in the city: only 7 held no slaves,
55 owned 348. :

1850 census: Mobile — 31 out of 72 identifiable Jewish_heads_of house~
holds owned 90 slaves. -

33 of 129 wills of Southern Jews (1790-1865) in the American Jewish Archives
collections refer to the ownership and disposition of 132 slaves; it is
likely that others owned slaves without enumerating them.

Jews in business frequently had dealings in slaves — as storekeepers,
auctioneers, commission merchants. A few Jews were slave-traders, in-
cluding Solomon Cohen of Atlanta and Augusta, Ga; B. Mordecai of
Charleston, who purchased $12,000. worth of slaves in a single sale in
1859; Levy Jaccbs of New Orleans and Mobile; and the Davis family of
Petersburg and Richmond, Va., the only Jews mentioned by Harriet Beecher
Stowe in A Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin.

Surinam was the only place in the Western Hemisphere where enslaved or
free blacks were regularly converted to Judaism. The constitutions of
congregations in Richmond, Charleston and New Orleans ggg&figggg_ggggg;-

qhge_gg_ﬁhizg_ffgs. A black girl, Luc was _buried_in the Mikveh

. Israel cemetery of Philadelphia in 1838 as a full member of the congregation.

—_—

48&\_

One Jewish black, "Old Billy," regularly attended services in Charleston un-
til his death in 1860. Rabbis, cantors, presidents of congregations, owned
slaves, even participated in the slave-trade within the U.S.

A few Jews were active in the Pennsylvania and New York City abolition
societies from their founding. Moses Judah was a member of the Standing
Committee of the New York Society for the Manumission of Slaves in 1806-1809;
Rebecca Hart was an officer for many years of the Female Anti-Slavery Society
of Philadelphia; 24 Philadelphia Jews sent a petition to the Senate in 1838,
favoring the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia. In 1835 Henry
Hyams of Donaldsonville, La., was a leader at an anti-abolitionist meeting
and served on a vigilante committee to oppose anti-slavery activity and
propaganda.

Few Jews active in the strongly Protestant-flavored abolitionist movement
of the 1850's, but some Jews were strongly in favor of abolition: Rabbi
David Einhorn of Baltimore; “the '48er Michael Heilprin; - Lewis Naphtali
Dembitz of Louisville; Isidor Bush, another '48er and Missouri politician.
Jews like Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise protested at the apparent indifference ot
abolitionist leaders to Jewish suffeéering.

@_\wﬁ. Nongs - Manuwesiio
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é**;rﬁ:;ﬁ j. The famous sermon The Bible View of Slavery by Rabbi Morris J. Réphalll

Israelites or the Independent Order of B'mai B'rith, the only national

*jy of New York City, Jan. 4, 1861, and its refutations by Htﬁlprln and Einhorn.
::&ﬂwﬁﬂ k. (EE?G;I;;;;ﬂgg;Iig-;Iggjexpressed by the Board of Dglegates of American

a Jewish organizations of any significance.

"""{)ZII JEWS IN THE PERCEPTION OF BLACKS

a. Jews as owners and/or husbands of black women and mulattos, and fathers of
black/mulatto children, of whom the most notable was Francis Cardozo{SC

b. Jews as receivers of stolen goods from blacks, as pedﬁlers supplying .
cheap clothing and notions to blacks. (73 . Cheaslub™ - e ﬂ&TTj.ﬁw ateane

C. ews as aliéns/non-Christians. : Lé““f“ﬁﬁ Lok Ufactsd . s
IV. SOME FACTS OF JEWISH EXISTENCE~{~ P s e 2ol it wy -3 v

Qﬂ'

AU

F\

—

a. Jewish "liberalism" detached from Jewish teaching until late 1880's #E,(zaﬂﬂ\ 4

Jﬁk” (Emil G. Hirsch, then Joseph Krauskopf, Stephen S. Wise, etc.,) 7 o
#f1“§bmﬁh other than(ﬁéﬁi@_ﬂiﬁﬁ§§§}: No "social action" references in reports

Co

UNJ) of Philadelphia conference of Reform rabbis, 1869.

b. Jewish congregations in Amsterdam, London, New York, still contributing

to the redemption of Jewish slaves and captives on Malta, in Eastern}”wd&
qu;::i+wwt b

Europe and in North Africa until late 18th century —183Y -

c. Were Jews able to achieve higher recognition in South prior to the
Civil War partly because of the victimization of the blacks?
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*JEWS AND THE AFRICAN ’rIORLD

Internaulowal Impllcat10n5' Israel, Islam
Black Muslims, Africe and The Third World'

By

“John. Henrik Clarlke

When the reaT tragedy of Black-Jewish relatlons is finally
identified 1 think 1t_w1ll be the dlctlonary and how we |
have mi used its words, Here is a case wnere snmantlca_
change derending on flim is listening aqd what they are
listening for., Your listener will oﬁtén-hear_ﬁhat you
did not say and ignore vhat yoﬁ said.- The title for this
conference is a good example ofna poor and unimaﬁiﬂative

use of words, 'Hhat_exhctly do we mean by Black-JL vis h

relations? From these_wcrﬁs we have no way o;“knowxng

that there are Blacks who are also Jews,_

lqu Unlver51ty, nasnv1 Lle, Teunessee, June S-17
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Because we do not understand each other's semantics, we

may not understand each other's intentions. There is a
prevailing unreadiness here, and the two people in America
who have the greatest need to come together are at each
other's throats, because they cannot work out the terms

of alliance.

.Before coming here we should have worked Qut an operational
definition of an alliance, and what each party was expeccted
to give or get. We may now be, sadly, witnessing some
minutes of the last meeting. DBefore taking leave of each
other, if we are unwise enough to do so, we should at least

understand why our attempt at making an alliance failed.

Because powerful people never make real alliances with powerless
people, we may have to take leave of each other and come back
together again at a later day when both of us can respect

the power and the needs of the other.

e —— e e e
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There is a genuihe confiict between Bladk and Jewiéﬁ peoplej.
and this conflict has international implications. e can
not deal with this conflict honestly uatil we call it by

its correct name and examine its origin and developrent,
African people the werld over have no culture or religious
fight with Jewish -pcople. e come out of pluralistic soc-
jeties, of our own making, where we lived side_by side with .
a multiplicity of cultures and religions, most of the time

in peace, Cultural and religious tolerence is parit of cur
heritage as a people., If we were disposed to be against

any culture or religion it would probably not be Jewish
culture and religion that had part of its early decvelopment
in Africa.

Mow that I have eliminated culture znd religion as the basis
of the Black-Jewish conflicts, precisely whot is the cenflict
about? It is about power and the emerging expectatiowns of
most of the worlds people, who until recently, were raled by
Buropcans .or people of European extraction, The one thing
‘the conflict is not about is anti-Semitism, There is a_world
wide Black-White conflict which is phrg of the broader cerflict
between European and non-Zurcpean people. African peoule sre
on one side of that conflict and thie people we volun o 24 Jews
are on the other side,. In this paper wiea I use the vords

Jews cr Jewish people. I am referrvine to ‘isite neen’n of
. s - [ . [y

-

European desceut, whose culiure, development, cud clitical

e e —— A tEE—— e = W
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What has happened?. A revolt at the:
1) bottom of the pecking order.

2) Black stagnation at the door to the promised land.

The tragedy of people being out power.

Struggle the highest form of education.



- loyalty is European. This political loyalty to Europe and the

part that Jewish people still play in maintaining European
world wide power, and not anti-Semitism, is the basis of

the conflict between us, This conflict will become more

fierce and tragic as non-European people challenge the

power of European people all over the world,

Wle have no conflict with the non-Europcan Jewish communities

scattered around the globe, These people whose religion and

culture stems from Hebrewism, are as Jewish as anyone who

came out of Europe, if not more so, Thair communities can
‘be found in North Africa, Western and Egstern fisia, and the

South Pacific Islands.

The conflict between the American Blacks ani tl.c dmerican Jews

is more manufactured than real and it will not be understood

until both people are properly located 6n the wap of human
geography. I”;:ied'to do this a few years ago and I am still
feeling the repercussions.

In February, 1972 I received a letter from Professor W, Burlie
_Brbwn, Co-Chairman of American Historical Association Program
Committee asking me to participate on a panel session during
their forthcoming yearly meeting, thgt'is held in Dccember of

»

each year, The tentative topic was Dlazl Ansi.-lonmicien: A

- — e

Historical Genesis. I agreed to participate in the ceafercusze

after informing the Co-Chairman that there is no geazsis to
what' is being called Black-fnti-Semitism, Ths pressat crisis
is part of urban develcpuent, the f£izht for swace in the

crowded cities of the north, the ralatio:

ichip of tha Jows



o T T e T e e ——

' to the prevailing power structure and Jewish control over
some of the educational and economic institutions in the
Black urban ghetto, It was finally agreed; my paper
would be on "The Myth of Black Anti-Semitism.” In the
paper I delivered I tried to look searchingly at the
Africans and the Jews in ‘historical perspective, starting
with the present and looking back at the pést. A summary
of what I had to say in this paper is as follows:
Black people and Jews are not strangers
to each other., They have met many times
at the crcssroads of history and most
oﬁ tha time they have complimented each
~other: Jews have had a longer bistorical
relationship with people of African descent
than they have had with any other living
_peOple. ‘It must be remembered tnat when
fhe_people called Jews emerged clearly
in the light of history, they were living
in or near the continent of Africa,
My intent in this paper is to use botii modern
and historicql references to prove thei: the
charge of "Black Anti-Sémitism', uow hoin:

made against my people hoi no basis in Zacs,
and no historical antecedents, Uirgt, I
will examine some present day refercnces aad

show that this charge is not supporizhle,

crue s mem———— - e
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The following editorial from the influential
Black newspaper, the Baltimore Afro-American,
September 9, 1972, explains, in part, what
I mean:

BLACK, JEWISH TILES

Bayard Rustin, the respected civil
rights and labor leader, talked
frankiy and bluntly to a group cf
Jews at the Hadassah's 5Cth Annual
National Convention about the

growing threat to.one of the nation's
most significant coalitions that
which long has existed smong Blacks,
Jews, and other minorities,

It is essential to the welfare of
all these minorities that the; do
not stumble into baited traps or
tensions of limited dJr;tlon and
allow themselves to go their
separate ways.,

Rustin was correct when he declared
that '"Black anti-Semitism is one of
the most exaggerated myihs to sur-
face in many years.' Ile went on

to point out that "every poll
taken demonstrdtes thau Dlacks’ &

less anti-Semitic theau any ouheL
racial, ethnic or religious group."

Likewise, he cbserved that nolly
also show Jews to be more roceptive
to racial integration than cny other
group,

He then accurately 'ilUPd D Ll'
situation by deela:s i ks
minimal cegree of anc emiiig::
exist »ales by COmpaY LSOﬂ to ouw
numerous arca“ of acrecueni and
cooperafion,




On HMarch 9,
‘editorial:

1972,

It is true there have been some
tenscness in recent vycars, come of
it afttributable to the rhetoric of
separatists, and others of relat-
ively smail numbers; some of it due -
to fears on the part of Jews that
their interests here and in Isrzael
are not sufficiently appreciated,

We think that responsible people have
spoken to the imporiant issues in a
way that should result in the
lessening of frictions before our
coalition becomes fuirther strained,

This political year will be a trying
time but the outcomec of aa election
should not be rated rore important
than traditional friendships and
principles,

Heither the Black rox Jewish minor-
ities in this countxy nave projressed
to the point where cither should feel
safe to desert the otcher,

The clock moves fo:rwaird or turns back-
wards &s the majority group responds
to the pressures of minoritics that
demand cvery right of the Conctitution
be granted every citizen,

Ve would like to sussest that Blacks
and Jews face no threat firom cne
another that compares with tha danger

they invite by losing sight of the over-

riding necessity of their sticking io-
gether in an effective coalition,

the Daily Chicago Defender carried this
BLACK ANTI-SEMITISH

developing betweca the T
Ll - -l L)

in the United States, be
leaders of both peoples are dnine
everything to prevent such g o

"I do not foreseec any sarions cric
c:

I must, hovover, admit thaz therc la
anti-Semitism awongz sowme or the 2%
N )

million Blacks in the U.S.5

by ———
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Thus spoke Roy Wilkias, Executive

g

Director of the MNAACP s he arrived
in Tel Aviv for a weel:'s visit as
guest of the Israoeli foreiin mini-
stry, The observation is correct,
but IMr, Yilkins should have hasten-
ed to point out that the amount of
anti-Semitism in question is so
minimal as to be negllunalh.

Resentment against Jews in the Black
community is confined to @ class of
unrepresentative Blacls, who for the
most part, are declasse” and who have
no more influence with the Black :
masses than desert rzats, The elé
genceration of Blacks and the educated
enlightened new Hegroos harbor no
anti-racial feellnw against the
Jewish people,

Most of them remember Julius Rosenwald,
the great philanthropist, who used his
wealth to establish huncdreds of schools
in the South for the quHuLion of poor
Black children at a time when both
state and federal govern:cnts paid
scant attention to the houpering
illiteracy of the underwruv1lcg°d

Black children. Not only that, it was
through the Rosenwald Foundation that
many Neoro teachers were able to obtain
fellowohlps for "rduuaL“ studies for
their Masters and Ph,D's,

There are countless other instnnces
where Jews of influcnce and means have
gone out of their way to help the Negro
cause, It was Joel Spitvcarn, a Jewish
1awyer who devoted his 1ife to the

creation of the HALCP Lezal Fand and
guided its destiny wnzil uis oocih at
the ane of 96, last Ve, Auﬁ iche
coveted medal which the iBACH suards
each year £o an Amcrican QTau: 2

for distinguished weirl is nownd alior
Mr, Sp_nﬂarn breotner who was a pillar
of strength in the struziure of the
ASSOC1aLlon -
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- In the March 16, 1972 issue of the same newspaper another

editorial was published deploring the treatment of Jewiéh.

scientists in Russia, a matter that the general Black news-

paper reader knows very little about. The editorial read:
JEWISH SCIENTISTS

Two out of three scientists running
the strategic missiles »reogrom in
Russia are Jews, but the Soviet
government has forbidden them to
emigrate to Israel,

Out of 200 scientists, 130 have been
already identified as Jewish actord-
ing to the London Daily Teiegravh,
Several wish to take their inow-
ledge to icrael, Tuo of iz wost
valuable in the missile prosram are
Dr, Leonic Yaglo, Denuty Chief
Engineer for interconiincental migsiles,
and Dy, Hahum Stern, Chicf of the
Computer Center that celeulates the
flight path for missiles.

To check any demand for visas for Israel
by these key scientisig, tne fovi are
making an example of Vladimir Ulepak,

a 44 year old nuclear scicniist by
denying his. application for a visa to
Israel,

If these reports are truz, Russiz should

be willing to give better treatment to
its Jewish scientisis so profirable as to
impel them to wish to remain in the
Soviet Union,
In November cf 1972 an investigation of aati-Sc=itism in
general, among various age and ehinic groons wor ade by
the Anti-Defumation League of B'nai B'zith., Thi. iuwvesiigation
‘revealed that there was less anti-Jewish feolins swong nlacks

of all age levels than among other entiic ;roups,

. amdis—



A partial understanding of what is really at issue, in the
making of this charge is reflected in the speech of Dr.
Abraham Joshua Heschel, made at the 58th ﬂnnuai lieeting of
the Anti-Defamation League, The main points of this speech

are emphasized in this ADL press release, It said:

Grossinger's, N,Y, Nov, 23...Jews
were -advised last night by onec of

cheir most revered rabbis not to

withdraw from the pursuit of justice

for Blacks because of ''the rude and
murderous rhetoric of llack camagogues,"”
Addressing some 400 delegates to the

58th annual meeting here of the 4Anti-
Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,

Dr, Abraham Joshua Heschel declared

that Jews who themselves have had the
experience of being "despiced” must
understand the pain aund suifering of

the Negro people who 'cannot obtain
emancipation without the hclp of vhites."

Denouncing Black power and its rhetoric

‘as a '"'desecration of the Degn: sruse,'
Dr. Heschel naid that Jews mulis oot

_permit themsclves o be rehuff:d anc

must understand that "Hlscks arce speakin

- Lo L an H # 3 e, )
out of their agony and digpaii:,

R —
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' The late Dr. Heschel was professor of Jewish Ethnics and
Mysticism at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America and
one of the foremost Jewish scholar of the twentieth century,
Vhile, like Dr, Heschel has said, "Blacks are speaking out of

" there are other dimensions of their

their agony and dispair,
predicament that needs to be considered, Blacks are reexamin-

ing their relationships with other ethnic .groups, and they

are asking serious questions of all of them,'be they Jews

or Gentile, Blacks are wondering why so many of these

groups are so powerful and they are so powerless, The cry of
"Black Power" has not given Black people any power., It has

only made them realize the need for vower, The Black anger

and sharp questions that overtly sensitive Jews are mis-
interpreting, is not directed at Jews as Jews. It is directed

at Jews as white People who are holders of power over our lives,
Jews have more influence over the educational and economical
institutions in the Black communities than any other etﬁnic

group. All over this countfy these communities are in transition,
The organizational leaders of the Blaclk communitiecs are looking
for new direction, and a new definition of the role that their
people will have to play in bringing ébout a new sovcial corder,

The first item on theif agén&a is the political and escromical
control of the Black communities by BlacE peopld, Thig intent

is part of the developing maturity that is beth uatiornci ond

international among Black people.
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‘In this paper I have asked and have tried to answer the
questions: Who and Vhat is a Jew and who and what is an
African person? Inasmuch as Jews and African people have

met many times on the crossroads of history we need to know
the nature of these meetings from pre-biblical times to the
present. Especially, we need to know more about the history
oflEgypt and that part of Western Asia that: is called the
Middle East, Here is where Jews and African people met for -
the first time, They have been meeting through the years and

their relationships have been more good than bad.

This in essence, is the point that I was trying to explain
at the 87th meeting of the American Historical Association,
in New Orleasn, on December 30, 1972, The panel session was

called "Black Anti-Semitism: Myth or Reality', The Chairman

was Professor Louis Ruchames, of the University of Massachusetts,

Boston. Beside myself the other main participant was Dr,
Nicholas C. Polos, of La Verne College, in Californis, Comments
on the papers came from Dr. Morris U, Schappes, Queens College
City University of New York, who is alos Editor of the magazine

“Jewish Currents" and Dr, Philip Foﬁor, of Lincoln University,

Dr. Nicholas C, Yolos' paper was .on what he callad "iack Anti-
Semitism: A Historical Genesis. In spite of the titlic of his

paper he did not talk about any "historical gencsic of Black
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- Anti-Semitism," His paper was mainly about some current
~dissatisfaction with the Jews and some ill-advised state-
ments about Jews that were made by peonle like Malcolm X,
James Baldwin and Harold Cruse, These statements, quoted
out of context and misunderstood, did mot prove that an
entire people are anti-Semitic. The comments of torris

U, Schappes and Philip Foner were more interesting to me,
considering their radical political backgrounds, In their
comments they were defenders of the European concept of
history, Both of them took exception to the amount of space
I took in my paper to explain the role of Egypt in world
history and the fact that the Egyptians of the ancient
world were a distinct African people whose civilization was
old before Europe was born; therefore, they could not have been

what we now call a white people,

In the part of the session that followed the presentation of
papers and comments, I tried to explair the favorable imagé

of the Jews in the religious life of Black Americans. In the
song, "Go Down Moses, Tell 0ld Pharoh to Let iy People Go," the
Blacks who are of African descent are on the side of the fleeting

Hebrews.against the African Pharoh, Again in the song, "Deep

A
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' once more Black people are

- River My Home is Over Jordam,'
identifying culturally and geographically with the Jews

of the ancient world,

In the fact and folklore of our resistence, the leaders of
some of the best known of the revolts were‘nicknamed Moses.
In alluding to these images my intent was to establish the
fact that Jews have lived, in peace, among-ﬂfrican people,
and Arébs, longer than they have lived among-other people,
and that there is no historical basis for the charge of

Black Anti-Semitism,

Looking again at the ancient world I maintain that the Jews
. who originally came into Egypt were welcomed, and they rose to
high positions in the Egypt of that day. The period of

persecution, so overtold in the Book of Moses and other

writings, did not start until the end of that period, and it

started for political reasons that had no racial overtones.

According to tradition the séventy Jews who came into Egypt
increased to 600,000 by the time of their f£light from Egypt
four hundred years 1éter, indicatiﬁg extensive intermingling
between the Jews and the Africans. No matter who the original
Jews were who came into Egypt, when they left four huadred
years later, they were ethniqally, culturally, und religiously

an African people,

il
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‘This kind of analysis of Black-~Jewish relations.can get
you into a lot of trouble fast. I did not have to wait
long to learn this, Vhen I arriveé back in New York from
the conference in New Orleans, two days later, several
‘editors had called my home requesting copies of the paper,
A reporter from the Los Angeles Times interviewed me about
the paper, the session at the American Historical Association
conference on Black-/inti-Semitism: Myth or Reality and Black
Jewish relationships in general, The interview was published
in the Los Angeles Times issue of January 22, 1973, and was
- reprinted in several newspapers throughout the country, The

title of the interview was a question: Do The Jews Really

‘Dominate Black Ghettos? This title was provocative, though

like most newspaper headlines, inaccurate. Jewish influence
in the Black ghettos is only part of what the interview was

about,

We talked about a range of subjects, such as the tragic Jewish
dLminated schiool system of New York Citf, where Black and
Puerto Rican children are not being educated for manhood and to
hold future positions of power in a changing society. Control
and not cducation is the name of the game in Hlew York City, It

is the samec in Chicago, and in Bocgton, vhere the irish doninate

the educational system, Yet, no one is calling Blacikxs Anti-Irish

g ¢ ———— T T i ¢ — - — %
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for objecting to the Irish control of the schools in Chicago,
and in Boston. 'Jhy then in New York City we are belng called

anti~Semitic for objecting to Jewish control?

In the interview we also talked about the conflict in survival
competition between minority peoples and - the fact that Blacks
are fighting for a piece of the "power pie.' Figuratively .
speaking, the political pie is not getting any bigger, but those
who are claiming pieces of it are becoming more numerous. The
ethnic groups in the nortihern urban ghettos, mainly the Blacks
and the Puertc Ricans, who were not in on the original cutting
of the political pie, cannot get any pie until someore is
willing to give up part of theirs. This, in essence, is what
the Black-Jewish conflict in New York City is about, - This,

in part, is also what the fight against quotas and compensatory
treatment for 3lacks is about. A man with a quota of ten resents
a man with a quota of zero who is willing to accept & quota of
'dne because one is better than zero, 7The man with a quota of

ten feels threatened by the man with a quota of zero, who for

1+

the time being might settle for a quota of one. The fear is
that the quota of one for the man who has no quota b all

might have to be taken Erom the man with the ten,

Too many Jews seem to have forgotten that a lot of us
remember when Jews, not only were willing to accépt

quotas, but demanded them.

e

e e —

- m———— ey
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.Soon after the interview appeared in the Los Angeles Times,

January 22, 1973, the Anti-Defamation Lesgue of B'nai B'rith

was on the case, Completely misinterpreting what I said and

what I meant. In their letter to Dr, Jacqueline G, Wexler,

President of Hunter College, Milton A, Seymour, Chairman,
New York Board, Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith,

February 8, 1973, strongly suggested that I might not be the

kind_of teacher for the faculty of Hunter College. The matter .
was partly settled because the President of Hunter refused to
‘panic and I was in a position to document everything I had

' aid
~S881¢,

JIn_spite.of the danger and sensitivity, there is a need to

open up this subject much further and look at the international

_implications of Israel in world politics, Islam, and its rising

—

.influence among non-Arab-speaking people, the Black Muslim_

- Movement in the United States and Africa, and the Third World,

——

Modern Israel was born as a result of the troubles of Europe,

———

_The creation of this state has a pattern that can be traced

- .back in European politics for more than two thousand years.

.Beginning with the invasion of ngbt bgﬂélqggpdgajghqqgo:gglled

JLGreat_(332“BJC.),;the_Eurogqgggnbfvgmngarly aluays found a way

.to_drain the diseased pulse from their political sorcs and the

o —— % e ko

. lands of other people. This-pattern continued threugh the

——— =

™

agressive Punic Uars (265-201 B.C.) that resulted in

e ———

-11e

1

destruction of the city of Carthage, From this period to the

gL LR,

present day the relationship of Ruropeans to .cn-Furcscan
- T e T i T e— i — SEEE

—
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- people has been protracted aggression,

e

The . probl m of Israel stems from its European connection,

———

culture, and attitude., Her problems were created in Europe

by _Europeans_and should have_been solved in Europe by

Furopeans, In looking_ at the current problem between Israel,

.Islam, and the Arabs an 'important aspect in the history of

fh e ——

both these people are unfortunately forgottem, A search

_ through the history of the Arabs and Islam will reflect no

deep-seated hatred of Jews as a peoP'Le. ‘ 7 S TEPERG S -

| - ¢ i
e
What 1 _believe is most obJectlonable lS the arrogance and

e o S e

agression that stems_from their European and American connection,
e

o et

Ité assuming-that the African-states that broke off dig}g@ggis

—— i

relations.with the Israel states are captives of the Arabs,

—

There-are-reasons for this diplomatic bveah over and above the

African relationships to the Arab states. The role of Isxrael

deteriorated in Afrlgg_whgg_ghg_ African_begon to observe that

e e

they were not radically different from other European people in

_,th@ig_attitudgsﬁﬁnd_phgig actions and their relat:
..South Africa, Rhode31glﬁand‘gggpugal was not to africa‘g_bggp
_interest..

/‘wa

Totderve i fie is my opinion in choosing such allies_ ihe fcraelic

are making one of the_greatgst mistakes Qﬁﬂghgix_hig_g_y,

o

Why?

I think they.are turning away from a world that is being.

reborn to a world that is dying.

cap mmmmas o e
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They are aligning themselves with the forces of white

_supremacy _that isﬂﬁig@eprigallxhopposed to the interest

of most of mankind, I think they have made a political

-mistake of diastrous proportions and I compare their

pfesen;mpqlitical pesiticn with period of Joseph and his

.brothers in Egypt and the period and time that followed the °

loss of the connections with the courts that Joseph made for

ff And, I wonder will their present position lead to another time

j

when a king will arise figuratively spealinz

=3

who politically

knew not Joseph.
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At this point I would like to digress and look at some

of the main currents in history after this period and

L. The Africans and fhe Jews in the use of Christimnity.

a.

‘how it affected African-Jewish relations.

-

The reasbn for the rise of Christinaity. The religion
of the oppressed.

The Christian stbry is mainly an African story.

Africa once more became a haven for the Jews during

this period.

2. The rise of Islam.

a.

e.

The African conquest of Spain and the secoad Jewish
"Golden Age." |

The protection that came to the Jews from the
Africans and the Arabs.

Jews in Ancient Ghana, 300 A.D. to 770 A.D.

The Jewish géld dealers in the Western Sudan. The
Antone Mele Jonta letter, 1447. |

Jews in the Songhai Empire.

I have been alluding to the events in order to dispel the

assumption that we have been enemies ddwn.through history.

We have not been such.
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Present and conclusion.

A. We aré now meeting again at the-crossroads of history,
and fhis time we are not complimenting each other.

B. We are discovering new power and potentiéleithin ourselves
and we are angry with ourselves for ﬁot discovering it
sooner. |

C. The potential of thé African -world if it comes together,
then we may need only ourselves. F

D. Bringing Pan-Africanism to a world union of African people.

The politics of geography.

E. WVho will be our allies, and on what terms?
F. The Third World? What whites if any?

G. The Jews have their non-negotiable positions, so have we.

OQur main objective is to claim all Africa.for African people,
including North Africa, and build a world unioﬁ of Africaﬂ
people. Ve wili make allies out of any people who caﬁ live
with this facf and accept our terms. We will never again

enter into any alliances, solely, on someone else's terms.

 Now-where are both of us? The next alliance and the new

age of man.
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But big expansion in l9th with the forcible conversions of Usuman dan Fodio
Usx In 180k Usumén, a learned men of deep faith, tired of oppressicn and -
also saw his opportunity. He'proclaimeda jihad:  Igxxas "To make war upcn the

Leathen King who dces not say "There is no God but Allah" cn aceount of'thé

" custom of his town. add who nakes no profession of Islam, is obllgauo*y bJ assent;

and that to taPe the govebnment from him is obllgatory by assent.....
Great victories. Town afiter town fell. - But this was only the-beginning, .

‘for other revivelist movements Qaddirriya , Tijjaniv&, llzhdi made
: : ; _ “ o B W
_ quhhub ‘mid Africa extensively muslim Ly the a;r1va1 of the ehite colcnialists

?‘E“\f(f1lﬁv&?ﬁ

a little later.
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" the caffles, the szles, the plantztions off the E. Africzn ccast and in
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‘But as gced Muslims as Africens have teen until wcently, thevhave

hardly been unmistakenz¥ly profrab. They were'ﬁfricans first, and despite‘

the clé&%ess of .the OU, which from its founding linked North & Scuth, and the

dollars and guns of Algeria, there was always a level cf distrust ~among the
nationalist politicians for whites --- and the Arabs were seen zs whites

in dspiretion &nd activity.

In E.st and Centrazl Africa and the Sudan, and especially in the.
eastern Congo, now Zaire, Arabs were sesn as khz slave tradxers.  This
they certainly wvere un frem 1750. « Africens remembered the razzias,

rabia. Net for,nqthiﬁg 8c /. ricans reczll she slave rebellicas in Iraq

A

in. the Tth and 11th? centuries, and lcng Eistory since. ' Men like

u

~
f

d
£

& of Zigziver still reviied.
] ;  gi¥ end¥pro Chinese, ..
(The rebellicn in Zanz in 166% wzs. anticolonial, but most of all it
wes anti Arab. Who has emerged frcix detenticn after ten years.

© fu

Nene other

than Sheikh Ali Muhsin, the Arab leader.

Q,g: , i

"Livingstone tales. Other exploiers. . Hatred qf‘ Arebs in S.- Sv.d_.an C adi‘gq@57f1‘:)

dates frou that tije

“Most of all, in my view, the Arabs in re:ént'xeaxx decades were vieved as
bourgeois, BackQayd, naticns of merchants.. It is alvays difficult to generaliz
upon pérceptigﬁs, but as mﬁch re3pec£ as the black‘Africaﬁs-had,fcr Nasser's '
achievments, and ?erhaﬁé-ﬁor Egyft-énd Algeria (and the war agnst the French),.

\
B &b‘e\&ﬁ' ' £ - =
they had deep Q:s‘q‘..;_a_nt C&% the Arebs in genersl, as they have always had for

Asfgns. The nppx Arabs eppeared weak end thh Asians squalid. . The humilistion

“of the Arebs in 1GU8 and 1987 only reinforced such Africen feelings. They

- respected | Israel as an underdog, as & techaologically sophisticated

state. which had the supreme advantagé'of also being socialistic, and cf

-



‘proving that socialism geed bring stzength. E‘\ They also resfpected Iérac—:l f‘or

E -_ ex1stin9 after being set up in Luch cgeny. The rlcer nat*ohlists in hthe unrl;sq

b s e : o OV (NAS otine

. speaking areas 2lso remembered that wvhen thay pere tllimn a‘alnt the British

windwill, their bfothers were Indians and Israells fighting for similar -

freedorn. '_. : {1} M— a_g WJ&(& éfz*a\l\/\:té‘?
' S @,«v\)mﬁ Gloe,
The 151ae11‘” i1t upcn thﬂs heritzge of anticolcnialisi and
-:. ' respect for power mhe Israeli technlcsl missions to Lfricer, and Isrzel's
dlplomacy in Africa wes very succes sful. Their diplonats knew the right people
and made the right onnecticns. The - £1so cgn %ntréteég on projzcts which thay
' 0 ecel2 | raplel m"fﬁ*‘f‘*( YouTti (05D
could cdo well cf‘d mtmttc“" which L'zey ceuld haster effectively. / It wes
a cleferly eo! cerOd dipicmatic coffensive wh;ch the P‘rluans i‘or the mest part
C({Uezm Y28 2 pat Foppi
welccmec I (Thers has alsc been some e:fectlve Isrseli techqlcal aSS1stgnue
" in the C:ribbean s espec. Haiti. But that is a minor part of the stexy)
Israel's esteem was enahcned by this offensive. (Cf Taiwman)
Yet no matter the prcpegancda or the reality, Isrzel never managed to

persuade ordinary Africans, or even the leacers, that Isrzel vas a'third—wrodl

‘world state, that it is Afro-Asian ( the Yemeni and Mcraccan diaspora were

never prOse“ted effectlvely), and that it hed a leoltlmaéy -greater fhaﬁ
appearanc.e??m This was the achilles heel - inevitably - of the entire
' broject. | | |
In the 19663 Israel was d01n*-very well v1s-a vis the perSPECblvﬂ of
. _ _ Joma ll LNl

Africans and Caribbeanists. In the Carltbeaﬂ little has chanwed But in Afrlca
and we talk. a].wa;ys of black Africa, there hes beén a cataclys:nic change.
'Af'r ‘icans 1eade*s no longer tzke paratroop t*r-a.mmg 1n Israel nor welcoine Israel
diplom.uts. ‘Relations have Teen éundergd a_nd frienc}ships destroy.ed.

What hes chaaged?
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L
L Tnﬂ Arabs have beccme blb-tlne czig i,
‘2_ -- Arebs hazve teen suc:essful in their attacké on the_¥est; they.

bave successfully vlufied the west, ¥ukx tweaked their ncses etc. This

-

has oh"*CJslv contricuted to their esteem.znd

3 Arabs hawe battled_to a sta2emate, reversing in African eyes

the Sailures of the past. Theblance of power has. shifted.

Cr

'

h KlSSln ger and the Us &nd the.ARsbs have successfully wooced each

btﬁer. £ %
: : _ ) .
. 5 A;rlcan thS to tl*e Eastern blec have grownAs4 b8, (L
Q = :
”aT fel cy fﬁ o S/ﬂkgﬁa e '
N < Libyan X¥ie br 1bery Where would Amin be w1tkout Qaddafl

bé J?”ﬂﬁﬂﬂ\

i "r

F - ot leas+ - the denlse of democrdcy in. Ag%wca and the v:se of

military dictatorsnups. has broagnt unsophlscated leaders who have ‘been easily

aned.by other loyalties and pETS&USLCFS In contrast, the early naticnelists

viel'e Ten with broad horizeons and sywpatny..{Kcie that Kenyatta was slov to

‘break off relations v Isre el) The militery lezders include great men like

Gcwon. Bub also  Amin { Conce. )

What of the nresen;, end prospects fcr relations cctVeeﬂ blaﬂna uﬂd
Icrael, and by extensions (should_We extend, Ar'ricans dont) ﬁercans an& J=“
Few ties w1th Israel but some resgtoration. Africans iner. disillusioned

i L elyesg )
with Ar bs over oil and aid. F,F;Peded opportuuzules for Isrhel Perhays
- {

-.greater realism of accomplishrets. (Not for a long time geing to regain votes

at UN¥, however) An old era has been concluded but'even when Amin £nd others fzre

from fhe scene 4 as they will - +there can be no turning babk_of the cleck. - Yet

I see no reason to desvair. Isreel received a reasonsble retura on its invesiment

of tire and energy in Africa. The new relations will te less ccsy but perhags

more enduring.

I do nct think African atts. to Jews, os distinct from Israel, have

sufferred at ell by the récent_alteratlons. Africens in my experience were*fczlgéa

rellnlows tolerﬁn . Their categories are different than our own, and anti
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- semitisn has never been a problem excepn/very pa*adoxically in

- t
NG
4 s Ib’}' ybing ‘/{{V(ﬂ |

_Ethioyia,_ Jheza there are black i= Ex jews.in nusber: I dont think nonifuslinm
_ Africans view j¢w5“in tha same way that théy have teen viewed;_as a
vérf special cat;gorf; in the weét.'-l £hink thét-ﬁfricans will ﬁaturall&-
_g;avitate ﬁéwérd poﬁer-aﬁd Qﬁvanﬁage, énd wlll ﬁhereforg grﬁvitate;now
' ' R A o

. to the oil nations without begowing pro Areb or antijew; This has certainly

.

been the case'in much'cf the black Caribbean where old ties havé hardly

" teen ruptured, _even if soite lessons have been learned from Arab tactlcs

_'over 0il 2nd their relevaﬁce for alun*numéi Cﬁzﬂﬁiv i ‘Agh%ﬁﬂ?&@“%?
) To close Israel probahly bas a somewhat smaller, 1f more impcrtant

_.lole to play in the future of Africa and the Cariﬁbean.) Jews have a role

_that Xz has been in no way diminished, and vhich - unless I am a podyaing,

, . ' : - t‘}“?f L _
need not cause us undue concerrx et weirshodld he concerned.ahouz

[
: ﬁuﬂ a

as Lrerlcans horexer, Xz are wae i proaﬁglems which are culturally,
Copma =

' ethnically, end religiously unspecifiy, They ere: ° Erosion of llbergl
democratic institutions, rise of the mNlitery, lack of developmeﬁt, fff
instances like the great gfr L§

famine, " and the future of Southern Africa, wiNch is at Zzmag last .

(‘%ﬂg

and the failure of 1éadership, espeéiilly 23
_ ; ..

coming to a potentially very favorable point of chand
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JEWISH RELATIONSHIP WITH THE EMERGING
~ NEGRO COMMUNITY IN THE NORTH

Nathan L, Edelstem, Chairman, Governing Council,
American Jewish Congress
presented to Plenary Session of the NCRAC
June 23, 1960

In any discussion of Negro-Jewish relationships we must take into account the
fact that nine million Negroes, half the total number in the United States, now
live outside the 11 states of the deep South. There are about 1,000,000 Negroes in
New York City, more than in any other city in the country, There are more Negroes
in Chicago than Atlanta, more in Detroit than Birmingham, more in Los &ngeles than
Richmond, The Negroes of Philadelphia constitute 25% of the city's population of
two million,

Because Negroes are generally unable to secure homes in the th.ladelphla sub-
#urbs ,they comprise but 1% of the population of our metropolitan area., It is most
- s:.gm_f:.cant that the entire white populstion growth occurs outside the city limits
while 80% of the non-white population growth takes place inside our city. This
spells residential. restrictions and segregation. The Negroes don't like that, and
thoughtful Jews don't either.

The growing urbanizstion of the Negro population has brought them into in-
creasing contact with the urbanized Jewish populaticn. Yet this contact and its
results have been largely ignored and its implications are not too well understood,
There has indeed been as suggested close ccllaboration for more then a decade be-
tween the leadership of the Negro and Jewish communities on the vitsl issue of
civil rights. But little thought and attention have been given to the relationship
between the Negro and Jewish rank and file.of the Jewish and Negro communities. We
now find ourselves compelled to turn our attention tc the serious consequences that
mey flow from the contacts and the admittedly growing conflicts between these two

groups.,

- We have begun to ask some disturbing questions, How much tension is there in-
deed between Negroes and Jews in the North? How widespread and how deep is anti-
Semitism among Negroes? Is it increasing? What are its causes? What remedies
must we pursue? What about anti-Negro prejudice among Jews? Does it differ from
similar prejudice among white Christians in kind or degree?

Anti-Semitism Among Negroes

4

That there is anti-Semitism among Negroes no one would deny. To begin with,
Jews are part of the white community. Hence, the Negroes' resentment against whites
because cf the injustices they have suffered for so long 2 time at the hands of the
ma2jority envelopes Jews as well as Christians. At the sa2me time, Negroes are
Christians, Inevitably, they acquire scme of the anti-Semitic attitudes ancl pre-
Jjudices which do exist within the white Christian community.

How serious is the problem? Recent months have seen distressing indications
of active anti-Semitism among Northern Negroes and seemingly deliberate efforts to
fan its flames by scme of its leaders., Stories and editorials in Negro newspapers
have implied that Jews are hostile to Negro rights, The motives of Jewish labor
leaders have been attasked, Some pewerful figures, including Negro politicians, have
attributed to Jews much of the existing discrimination against Negroes,

There has also been a striking growth, many of you know, in the Negro Moslem
movement, which is a potent source of anti-Semitism. Estimates of the strength of
this movement vary from 60,000 to 250,000. It is strong enough to have a well-
developed staff and to attract leading politicians to its mass meetings. (Many ob-
servers suspect secret financing by Arab propaganda agencies is carried on, )

This movement is essentially a nationalist drive, emphasizing the African back-
ground of the Negro, Yet, the fact that the movement, by its neture, is pro~-&rab
tends to make it anti-Jewish, and some of its elements are outspokenly so, Never=
theless, we doubt whether the bulk of its followers are committed to anti-Semitism.

Despite these disturbing signs, there is no’ reason as yet to believe that anti-
Semitism has affected more than a small part of the total Negro community, The
outright hate groups have no significant influence, as far as we can see. Influen-
tial Negro leaders have publicly stressed the contribution of Jewish organizations
to the fight for racial equality, though it must be emphasized, regretfully, that
the wess of the Negro community is yet unaware of that contribution.
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A deeper study of the Negro attitude towards Jews, though made a few years ago,
presents encouraging evidence that Negroes regard the Jewish portion of the white
community as more favorable to them than the non-Jews. In studies conducted by the
Cornell Intergroup Relations Survey, direct questions about Jews as compzred to
other white persons gave results clearly favorable to Jews. Thus, in one city, when
Negroes were asked, "Do you think Jewish people treat Negrces about the same, better,
or worse than other white people do?" 38% of those who answered said "Better" and
only L% said "Worse," with 58% saying, "About the szme." When asked, "Do you per-
scnally like Jewish people more, less, or sbout the same as non-Jewish white people?"
28% said they liked Jews "Mcre," 5% said "Less™ and 67% said "ibout the same,"

Causes of Negro Anti-Semitism

What are some of the causes of anti-Semitism among Negroes? First, as sug-
pested, Negroes acquire some of the traditional snti-Semitism of the Christian com-
munity, And they naturally resent the discrimination of the white population, The
Jew falls into this category.

Second, there is the fact that contact between Negroes and Jews occurs most fre-
quently 2long & front peculiarly productive of friction, The ordinary Negro knows
the Jew as a landlord or rent collector,, as an employer, or as a retail shopkeeper
whose extension of credit often places the Negro in the status of debtor. In many
neighborhoods now occupied by Negroes, home ownership is largely in the hands of
Jews who formerly lived there. The Jew therefore is often the landlord, a figure of
course historically regarded as one of the natural enemies of menkind., Inevitably,
~then, the Negro thinks of the Jew, often without any justification, as an exploiter,
That is generally his image of the Jew, for he knows litule, if anything, about the
efforts of Jewish organizations such as yours to extend the range of human rights,

The present rise in the economic condition of the Negro may eventually lessen
this particular scurce of friction, Yet, this very economic betterment produces a
third factor which tends to promote anti-Semitism -- the clash between the new Negro
member of the middle class and his Jewish competitors,

Today, Negro and Jewish doctors compete actively for positions in municipal
hospitals, Negro lawyers seek the Negro clientele formerly represented in large
degree by Jewish lawyers. A&t lower economic levels, Negroes are entering the needle
trades end other industries, creating ccmpetition not only for jobs with the com-
panies but also for salaried positions and offieces in the unions,

At the same time, with one-half of the Negro populzticn of America now living
outside the South, mostly in crowded downtown ghettoes, they have become a powerful,
concentrated political force, Hence, Negro pcliticians compete with hold-over Jewish
and other politicians in the new Negro areas, And the Negroes demand more and more
representation by members of theirrsce and they at the moment seemingly like the
quota system.

& fourth factor contributing to Negro anti-Semitism is the practice of dis-
crimination against Negroes by Jaws., We need only remind ourselves that prominent
Negroes have been excluded from predominantly Jewish clubs and that the best known
builder of Pwhites only" suburban developments is William Levitt, Such practices
are particularly exasperating to those Negroes who expect that Jews, victims them-
selves, will refrain from discriminatory practices against other minorities.

Particularly intense friction is generated in neighborhoods changing from
Jewish to Negro occupancy. The sequence of migrations of minority groups in
Northern cities often places Negroes immediately behind Jews in home buying progress.
When Negroes start to move into predominantly Jewish areas, they often encounter
resentment and resistance,. Genuine social acceptance by Jews is at a minimum and,
as a rule, we find the usuzl fear, panic and flight to the suburbs. In such situa-
tions Jews act, in the main, like other whites, Despite the deep commitment of
Jewish community relations agencies and their genuine efforts to preach and teach
equality, there is a wide and alarming gap between the leadership and the renk and
file in the Jewish community; and I should add in the Negro community, tco.

All these factors have been at work for a long time, If as indicated, Negro
anti-Semitism has taken a different form in the last few years, the change is
prohably a reflection of a far more fundamental development - the profound readjust-
ment now taking place in the Negro community itself in the civil rights field,

The Negro community is completely dissatisfied with the present rate of prog-
ress toward equality. Too meny obstacles. te full citizenship stend untouched,
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Negroes are reexamining their leadership, their organization and their* methods,
They are also re-evaluzting their alliznces. The long-standing distrust of white
people, born of oppression, is manifesting itself in a growing spirit of "go-it-
alone." They know their strength and have begun to throw their politiczal and
economic weight around,

In the South, of course, this development has come into the cpen with the
lunch counter demonstrzticns. Nothing so dramatic has occurred in the North but the
spirit is nonetheless the same. One of its results has been a mistrust of "liberals"
in the struggle for civil rights. And we must recognize, for good or ill, that the
Jews, more than any other group, are generally so identified,

The Negro's impatience with the lack of progress has resulted in one form of
tension within the civil rights family that is a special problem in the North., We
know that there is widespread support all over the North and West for broad anti-
discrimination legislation, including housing, yet the willingness of Jewish and
other groups to accept, on occasion, for perhaps strategic reasons, a partial victory
because of the danger of demending too much and getting nothing; has caused resent-
ment in Negro ranks. They feel this compromises their position and demonstrates ladk
of understanding on our part, At such moments the maturing, impatient Negro commu-
nity overlooks a long record of loyal support.

The new militant Negro demands his rights; he will not accept patronizing as-
surance of future action. He may accept cooperation but insists on being in the
forefront of the struggle.

Inevitably then,we are in for a period of mutual irritation and misunderstand-
ing, We may expect anti-Semitism in the Negro community to take new and more ac-
tive forms. Yet, at least one cbserver, Dr. Kenneth B, Clark of City College, is
confident that these stresses will not result in prolonged or critical Negro-Jewish
tensicns. Pointing to the fact that the present morale of the Negro is hish be-
cause he knows that his cause is just, Dr, Clark concludes, "High group mcrale does
not seem consistent with pervasive antagonism toward other groups.™

dnti-Negro Prejudice &mong Jews

What is the converse of the picture -- the attitude of Jews towards the
Negroes? Because this is a Jewish audience, less space nced be given to this ques-
tion.

It is clear that Jews share much of the anti-Negro prejudice of the rest of
the white community. The Negroes are right about this., Scme observers suggest a
recent rise in this prejudice, but there is no reliable evidence one way or the
other, The rise, if it exists, is due in part to the increasing novement of
Negroes into formerly Jewish neighborhoods.

Nevertheless, it is clear that anti-Negro prcjudice is less among Jews than
among the rest of the white community. Repeated studies uniformly show that Jews
have a lower depgree of prejudice than either Protestants or Catholics,

Evidence of this may be found when Negroes buy homes in all-white areas,.
Such mcve-ins have been the most potent source, at least outside the South, of race
riots and other violence. Yet none of the incidents of viclence have occurred in
Jewish neighborhoods. To be sure, Jews have often shown the typical pattern of
rejection and flight, But the zbsence of vioslence is a siriking indication of a
lower level of prejudice,

To the extent that anti-Negro prejudice exists in the Jewish community, it
does not appear to have special characteristics pecullar to Jews, Its causes and
effects are the same as for other whites. Hence, it cells for no special remedies;
reduction of Jewish anti-Negro prejudice is part of the broader task of reducing
prejudice in the white community as a wholes

Because of our history ss victims of discrimination, we have a special sensi-
tivity and obligation to undertake that task vigorously, MNegroes and Jews do
recognize a2 sort of kinship or practical affinity because they have beoth Leen
target of cpprescion. We can a2lso recognize that, while we have no specizl reggpon-
sibiZity for anti-Negro prejudice and discrimination within the Jewish community,
we ¢o have mcre opportunity than cther groups to communicate with our fellow Jews,
It should be part of the program of the organized Jewish community to expleit that
oppor-unity = to educate and to interpret.
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The Progrem of the Jewish Community

Regardless of the existence of prejudice against Negroes in the Jewish community,
our organizational structure is completely committed to the elimination of all forms
of prejudice. We operate on the assumption that the problem of bipotry and inequalit:
is indivisible, i

It must be recopgnized, however, that oorresponding Negro support of Jewish ob-
Jectives that do not directly affect the Negro community has not been extensive,
Faced with problems far more severe than those of the Jewlsh community, the Negro
defense activities have been shaped far more by their own immediate and pressing
problems than by general principles, However, a few assists may be mentioned,
Negroes have joined in fostering legislation 2imed 2t discrimination by colleges
and universities, a problem of greater importance to Jews than to Negroes, In-
fluential Negro spokesmen played s part in swinging a few key votes in the United
Nations during the historic ballot on Palestine's partition, More recently, the
NAACP was among those that publicly condemned Nasser's discrimination against Jews
in Egypt. Yet it is clear enough that, if one views the situation in terms of
striking a bslanca, there is indeed 2 ‘.l.arge Negro deﬁc:.t.

This audience, oi‘ course, is fully aware of the reasons for that deficit,
However, to & large part of the Jewish community, these reasons are not so obvious.
Hence, some opposition is sometimes expressed by uninformed Jews to continued
Jewish participation and expenditures of funds in the struggle for epnlarged "Negro"
rights, The answer has been and must be that Jews are dedicated to the cause of
Justice and equality because it is best for 21l Americans. Jews as well as MNegroes
and other groups, are the beneficiaries of a soc:l.ety that assures full equality for
all.

Meanwhile, what can be done zbout the problem of Negro anti-Semitism? If we
recognize that this particular form of bigotry is a product of the racism that af=
flicts both Negroes and Jews, we will understand that it cennobl be dealt with direct-
ly by simple panaceas, In the long run, only the elimination of discrimination will
destroy the well springs of its accompanying evils. Hence, our major efforts must
continue to be direeted toward obtaining equal rights for all Americans -~ in prac-
tice, as well as in theory - to the demolition of the barriers erected by bigotry an-
discrimination,

At the same time, however, we must not ignore the problem of Negro-Jewish
tensions, Indeed, those tensions could, and to some extent have, hampered the work
for the ultimate goal of equality, Hence it is necessary both to pursue the long-
range objectives and, simultaneously, to attempt to meet the immediate difficulties.

Qur program should therefore include the following elementss

First, we should use the dizlogue technique between the Negro and Jewish commu-
nities to develop free and candid discussions to create better understanding. The
officers of the American Jewish Congress on a few recent occasions met with a number
of leaders of the Negro community. We found that they are well aware of the problen
discussed here and are deeply concerned about them, They know, as do we, that con-
flict between Negroes and Jews serves only the cause of the segregaticnists., They
have undertaken to speak out against anti-Semitism among Negroes with 211 the in-
fluence at their command, We must make Negro leaders everywhere recognize that
this is one of their important responsibilities,

But talks among national leaders are not enough, Similar exchanges of views
are needed at local levels, where grievances can be ventilated and ameliorative
measures developed, We need to establish more and larger pipelines of communicatio:
with local Negro leadership. We must be alert to create contacts with the new
leadership that is developing., Together with the Negro leadership we must make
every effort to correct misconceptions that exist in both communities,

Second, we must find better ways to overcome the Negro community's present un
awareness of Jewish contributions in the civil rights struggle. We must make clear
to Negro leaders and editors that they must carry this story and its meaning to the
people. They must use their access to the Negro rank and file to build better intc
group understanding,

Th. we must use our pos:.t.:l.ﬂn in the Jewish community to increase and in-
tensily efforts to build understanding of the indivisible nature of the civil:
rights struggle, This educational effort is still far short of its gozl. We must
reach the Jewish masses and emphasize that Jewish security requires a healt«lu dems
cratic climate where everyone enjoys full security.
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Fourth, we must continue our support of the civil rights struggle, because that
support is dictated by the doctrines of our faith and because success in this battle
is essential to the well-being of our nation and all its people.

Fifth, insofar as oppressive landlords, storekeepers and emplyers are concerned,
it is clear that the Jewish community has no way of thrusting reform on its moral
delinquents, Yet we can relieve the effects of their practices by striving for
better enforcement of housing laws, for a greater supply of housing, for measningful
minimum wage laws, for improvements in our public schools, for prevention of decep-
tive trade practices and for such other improvements as will make for a general
elevation of community standards,

Sixth, in our activities snd in the solution of common problems, we must
strive for equal status in relationships between the Negro and Jewish communities,
In politicel, economic and social undertakings, in youth programs, in interreligious
dialogues, special efforts should be made to increase participation by Negroes as an
integral and equal part of the entire community.

In conclusion, may I say the Negro of today is through with his former inferior
status and will nc longer allow others to speak for or lead him. With full recogni-
tion of his new and proper status, Jews and Negroes can and must forge a partnership
of equals in the effort to achieve our common goal; full equality in a free society.

|



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date June 21, 1974
to Harry Fleischman

from Samuel Rabinove

subject Possible '"tipping" point for black colleges

You asked me what our reaction should be to an article
in the Baltimore Afro-American which quoted Dr. Wendell
Russell, president of Virginia State College, to the
effect that a one-third white enrollment goal would
eventually "tip'" a black college toward a white
majority, causing it to "lose its historic role in

the black community".

Whether or not Dr. Russell's prognosis is accurate,
anyone's reaction to this matter ultimately must be
rooted in how one sees black colleges. In my own
experience, when T was with Allstate, for a time I
gave a course in insurance law for new professional
employees. By far the poorest prepared person in any
of my courses was a man who had graduated from a black
college, as well as from a black law school, in North
Carolina. He functioned barely at the high school
graduate level. I recall also how in Ralph Ellison's
masterpiece, '"The Invisible Man', he painted a
devastating picture of a black college.

In a recently published book, '"Private Black Colleges
at the Crossroads'" by Daniel C. Thompson, the author
describes black colleges as having ''generally weak
faculties, far below average student bodies, and
inadequate, often sterile academic programs'. In
Thomas Sowell's book '"Black Education-Myths and Tragedies",
he writes:
"........there is not one black college in which
the students' College Board scores average
within 100 points of the average at Lehigh,
Harpur, Hobart, Manhattanville, or Drew-
deliberately picking schools that are_not in

the Harvard-Yale-MIT category, where scores
would average at least 200 points above
those at any black colTlege;

winpueJouaw
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there 1s not a black college or university in
the country whose library contains one-third

as many volumes as the library at Wisconsin,
Virginia, NYU, or Texas, or one-tenth as many

as at Harvard; there is not a black economics
department whose entire staff publishes as

many scholarly articles in a year as outstanding
individuals publish each year in a number of
good departments; there is not one black
department anywhere in the country which is
ranked among the top twenty in anthropology,
biology, chemistry, economics, engineering,
English, history, mathematics, physics, political
science, psychology, sociology, or zoology. The
two black medical schools (Meharry and Howard)
have been found to be "among the worst in the
nation'" and most of the black law schools

"only one jump ahead of the accrediting agencies,"
while the graduate programs in the arts and
sclences at the Negro universities are not even
"adequate" by national standards."

Quite apart from the grave problem of educational quality,

the underlying questions of whether it is either legally
permissible or socially desirable to maintain publicly

funded predominantly black educational institutions are
extremely ticklish ones. Certainly the major thrust of
government policy (as well as of AJC policy) has been

toward the fullest possible integration of schools and
colleges. In any event, considering the depth and scope

of the educational problems currently faced by black colleges,
it would seem that the question of whether some might "tip"
over into a white majority student body is almost an irrelevancy.

cc: Bertram H. Gold
Seymour Samet
Marc Tanenbaum v
Hyman Bookbinder
Ann G, Wolfe
Marilyn Braveman
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Editor

" SOCIOLOGIC~L QUARTERLY
University of lfissouri
Department of Sociology
1204 Elm

Columbia, Missouri 65201

Tear Sir:

1 can only use the word flabbergasted to describe my reaction to
Oliver Cox's article in your spring issue. Such a piece might have been zc-
ceptable in Nazi Germany in the middle 1930s, but it surely is not acceptable
in a responsible social science publication in the middle 1970s. It is a
tendentious, wandering, vicious diatribe and you should beé ashamed of your-
self for publishing it.

1 also bitterly resent the slur that Cox aims in my direction in his
footnote on page 192 in which he says I am "a converted Irigh ethnic contribut=-
ing directly to the publications of the .merican Jewish Committee.” *hat the
hell does he mean by converted? Converted to Catholicism? Converted “rom
Catholicism? Converted to Irish ethnicity? Converted away from Irish-eth-
nity? Converted to Judaism? Converted to the ..merican Jewish Committee? Con-
verted to the Jewish conspiracy to use pluralism to promote its own self-
interest?

Vhy doesn't Cox suggest that I'm also one of the authors of the Proto-
cols of the Elders of Zion?

For the record, 1'm not a convert to anything. I was born an Irish
Catholic Democrat. I have lived that way, and 1 propose to go on living that
way as long as I have life. .pparently, in Cox's demented world view (of which
you must approve; otherwise you would not have published the article or the
slurring footnote), anyone who writes anything that appears in a Jewish publi-
cation has become part of a monstrous Jewish conspiracy.
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- -Maybe Profegsor Cox will want to gather all such books together
‘and burn them, '

Sincerely yours,

AMG, vr andrew M. Greeley
' Director, Center for the
.Study of ..merican Plum lism

bee: Professor Rose Helper i

Mr. Bert Gold

Dr. Mark Tannenbaum

Mr. Irving Levine

Mr. Milton Himmelfarb :

Professor Seymour Martin Lipset
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Jewish* Self-interest in “Black Pluralism”

Ouver C. Cox ' =

From time immemnorial Jewish tribal cxclusiveness among dominant socictal groups has
resulted in various forms of conflict determined bv the social situation. The critical force
involved has been the group’s peculiar resistance to social assimilation. Different social
systems react diffevently to the persistence of this trait. 'The caste system of India, for
example, would hardly notice it. But capitalist culture, which originated in the
European medieval city, has constantly resisted it; that culture is basically assimilationist.
Amcrican Negroes, in their opposition to racism, have relied mainly on the ideology of
assimilation, These two divergent tendencies have comie into collision recently.

In AN earlier paper I attempted to show that the term “pluralisin” has become
apparently a new mystical concept in sociology—especially in the field of ethnic
and race relations in the United States. It lacks cousistent definition. It has been
relied upon, however, even by theoretical sociologists, to answer major questions
in the field. One writer, for example, divides sociologists into “assimilationists”
and “pluralists” and concludes that the reason for the recent “void” in signifi-
cant race relations research is the widespread reliance among sociologists on a
“Melting Pot” view of American society. He advocates, therefore, “a new per-
spective,” which will involve “a more balanced view of ‘black pluralism’™”
(Metzger, 1971). The argument goes beyond theory and is manifestly of con-
siderable general importance.

Anti-Semitisin vs. Racism

It has been recognized that anti-Semitism is an ancient social attitude probably
coeval with the rise of Jewish tribalism.? It is thus an immemorial trait identified
with Jewish culture. Its positive basis, in other words, tends to inhere in the
very tribal organization of the group (Hertzler, 1942:62; Berry, 1958:290).
Anti-Semitism can thus have no repressive effects in communitics where Jewish
power is ascendant. Indeed, outsiders in organized Jewish communities, his-
torical or current, must expect to incur such responses as ethnocentrism, na-
tionalisin, and group discrimination. Anti-Semitism has becn identified with
Jewish behavior in the sense that it is a reacton of other groups to the Jews
Jdetermination to assert and perpetuate their identity. _
“One definition of a Jew,” says Rabbi Alun W. Miller, “might be someone
who has to endure anti-Semitism™ (Miller, 1969:51). In fact, a peculiar cultural

Reprints of this article may be obtained by writing Oliver C. Cox, 5110 Cass Avenue, De-
troit, Michigan 48202, ?

© Oliver C. Cox

*We usc the term Jewish here advisedly since we do not intend to say “the intervest of Jews.”

11 refer hcre loosely to the tribalism of Judah as suggested in the Old Testament, tiist
Book of Kings, 11-12. It is, of course, essentially this trait which confronted dircctly the
vcumienisin of Jesus and St. Paul. ‘

2 For a discussion of the Jews as a race sec Coon, 1942:20if
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trait of this branch of Semites virtually assures that it will be defined as Jews in

this sense in probably every dominant culturc. Unlike race prejudice, thercfore, -

anti-Semitism or intolerance is esscntially an inherent socictal response—a re-
taliation resulting from a normal Jewish determination to resist merger of
their civilization with that of host peoples.* Amnong the earliest records of this
type of conflict, Miller (1969:80) observes: '

The pharoah at the time of the Exodus from Egyvpt in the thirteenth pre-Christian
century . . . was unimpressed by the “Jewish” contribution to Egyptian civilization in
general . . . He is described in the Bible as complaining that “they are too many and
too mighty for us. We myst hundle them carcfully, lest they multiply and then, if
we happen to be at war, join our enemies and fight against us . . .” This is the first ac-
cusation against the “Jews” on record for their generic civic disloyalty . . . The first
Pogrom against Jews for this and for other classical “anti-Semitic” reasons took place
in Alexandria under Caligula [Roman emperor 37-41 A.D.] in the year 35.4

As a type of conflict, then, we have termed opposition between religious
groups—Hindu vs. Muslim, Catholic vs. Protestant, Jew vs. Christian und so
on—social intolcrance. Anti-Semitism, as just indicated, tends to be trigzered
by a dominant society’s recognition of Jewish participation in cultural advantages
of the community, to an enviable degree, but still remaining alicnated from the
parent group. Jews, in other words, tend to identify with the lLost people
according to their own advantage. As Max Weber (1952:417) puts it: “what
is not to be underrated, this [‘misanthropy’ of the Jews] went together with
the opportunity . . . for everv Pharasaical Jew to fall back on the strong support
of the brotherhood. The economic effect of this factor could not escupe the
attention of pagan competitors.” Gory crusades, for example, have been fought
against Near-Eastern Muslims; and vet, anti-Islamisin has not become tradi-
tionalized in the West in the sense that anti-Semitism has.”

3 As J. O. Heruzler puts it: “Three centuries before the Christian cra the Hellenistic peoples
of Seleucidean Syria and Prolmaic Egypt could not forgive the Jew for refusing to lose himself
in Asiatic Hellenism. His refusal to intermarry or to assimilate religiously or vtherwise, carned
him the hatred of many in the Graeco-Roman world also. The Christians ook over this hatred
and it has persisted ever since™ (1942:71).

4 We are not particularly concerned here with the larger question of Hebraic origins and
culture, but merely with identifying the issue in current conflict. See, for an introduction
to origins, Talcott Parsons 1966:96-102.

6 *The non-Jew," according to Professor Hertzler (1042:86) , “fecls that the Jew, despite his
protestations ro the contrary, is still a ‘foreigner’ at heart: still dividad in his loyalty snd
sympathy; still not a compleie national, not quite one with him; still living ‘off® him but
not ‘with” him. Many of the jJews, Lie feels are still a people more interested in their own
nation and ihcir own people than in their allegiance to the countries with which they have
thrown tiwir lot.” .

We tentatively mav itlustrate the point made here by such current duta as the following.
On June 25, 1972, wwo column-long articles in the New York Times stresed Jewish concern
with cthnic perpetuation and disclosed the particularly favorable ccunomic and cducational
position of the group. The first article, “Rabbis Are Upset by Asdmilation,” said in part:
“The Rabbinical Council of America, the largest of the country's Orthudox rabbinic groups,
voted yesterday [fune 21] to estublish a National Cowmission on Jewish Survival to resist
what its president [Rabbi Louis Bernsicin] tenned ‘the frightening increase in inler-marriage
and missicnary activity wmong Jews . . . In urging tae establisbiment of a survival commision,
Rabbi Berastein said that the threat of istermarriage was being underestimated by some Jewish
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Some students have emphasized teachings of the New Testament as the
critical source of anti-Semitism. .It is ordinurily 5ubgestcd as some variation
of the following:

“Anti-Semitisin is a Christian phenomenon. Jew hatred preceded Christianity. But it is
Christianity which has effectively cast the Jew in the role of deicide from which,
in Western Society, there scems to be no escape. Even in a so-called secular society such
as our own . . . the hidden assumptions of the majority are Christian . . . Any culture
which teaches the unabridged New Testament to children . . . is going to h.wc anti-
Semitism” (Miller, 1969:85).8

In this statement Rabbi Miller scems not to have anticipatcd anti-Semitism
in “so-called secular society.” It appears to be in this very situation of urban
secularization, however, that anti-Semitism germinates and spreads. To put
excessive cmphasis upon the anti-Judaic strictures of Christianity is to obscure
the critical tribal force and meaning of Judaism. As Hertzler (1942:67) observes:
“. . . Judaism has remained essentially a tribal religion.” The positive behavior
of Jews tends thus to excite retaliation, i.e., cultural rejection. In a chapter on
“Judaism and Early Christianity” Max Wcber (1952:424) concludes: “there
are the promises of the prophets, the horror and disdain for Christian poly-
theism, above all, however, the exceedingly stable tradition created by an in-
comparably intensive cducation of youth for a ritualistically quite firmly
structured way of life.”

1t was, moreover, the social organization particulurly of medieval cities”™—
not that of the feudal manor nor the Hindu caste village—which provided the
peculiar freedom for Jewish cultural specialization in business and in education
without the responsibilities of total cultural identification. Jews thrived in such

leaders . . . He declared . . . ‘our first priority is to insure the stability and survival of our
le” ™

l:,wpl"hc second article, “Job Sh:[t Urged on Young Jews,” was mainly a report ‘to the same
Fallsburg, New York Convention of the Rabbinical Council of America on educational and
employment status of Jews by Herbert Bienstock, regional director of the Fedcral Bureau of
Labor Statistics. The Bienstock study showed that some 80 percent of Jewish youth go to
college and specialize mostly in white-collar occupations. A 1957 unpublished census revealed
that Jews had a “median of 12.3 years of schooling compared to the overall populations’s 10.6
years.” This census also indicated “Jewish incomes well above those for the popufation at
large . . . Jewish males 14 yeurs old and over had median incomes of $4,900, compared to the
national $3,608; Jewish females $1,663, compared to $1,146.”

6 To the same effect Rabbi Jay Kaufman (1969) asserts: “[Anti-Semitism] has a reservoir of
centuries old stereotypes . . . to which the Christian world traditionally reacts. It is difficult
for any Christian to outgrow the theological anri-Setnitism of his early rcligious training. It
is.a ready instrument for malevolence . . . “Thou Shalt Surely Rebuke Thy Neighbor,” i
Nat Hentoff, (1969:60).

For a gencral discussion of “the Jew as a icapeguat” see ]. O. Herwzer, (1942:94if); and
Talcott Parsons, “The Sociclogy of Modern Anti-Semitism™ (1942:115) .

7Simpson and Yinger (1938:207, 213-214) seem to appreciate this fact. In the customary
analysis of the subject, however, its significance Lecomes lost. Consider, for instance, the fol-
lowing: “In the last 2nalysis it was not the peasuntry or the landed aristocracy but-the urban
lower middle class who formned the core ot the anti-Semitic movement. Not clerical power but
deep-scated, anti-religious sentiments furnished much of the motive force . . . Despite the de-
feat of Nazism . . . and revulsion apgainst its ideology and policivs, we may not have scen the
end of anti-Sewitism . . . in Europe and the Soviet Union. Individual frustration focused by a
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famous cities as Venice, Genoa, and Florence. They ordinarily behaved as aliens,
however, and were regarded thus.5 Again, as Hertzler (1942:74) points out:
“The Jewish culture is always a foreign culture—an undigested element—within
the larger areal culture.” The critical milicu of anti-Semitisin has not been,
therefore, so much Christianity as capitalist urbanism. The following is an at-
tempt by Rabbi Miller (1969:109) to explain this peculiar cultural dualism as it
engenders anti-Semitism:

The American Jew lives . . . in two civilizations, the American and the Jewish. He has
two religions, the American and the Jewish. God functions for hin on two levels. On
the American level . . . Cod is experienced as Power . , , making for American ful-
fillment . . . On the Jewish level he experiences God as the Power making for sulvation
in Jewish life the world over . . . Jewish experience over the ages is thus transmitted
through the people by the family, which in turn affords tribal identity to the in-
dividual Jew.

It is, accordingly, not merely adherence to Christianity—perhaps not even
mainly such adherence—which produces anti-Semitism. To the Christian God,
the Jew opposes his own God and his ethnicity. This process tends inevitablv
to yield invidious cultural consequences. To quote Rabbi Miller (1969:87)
further: “The very intensity of thc pressures incites the Jew to excel. This in
turn elicits further resentment and jealousy. He is hated if he refuses to as-
similate. He is hated even more when he tries hard to assimilate.” To excel in
the culture, liowever, is basically to enhance Jewish competitive power and not
automatically dissipate Jewishness through assimilation. Indeed, this very in-
consistency seems to have constituted the pith of intergroup frustration and an-
tagonism in European medieval cities.

Albert Vorspan (1969:213-215) is probably somewhat censorious in his de-
piction of Jewish attitudes toward the current racial crisis in the United States.
As he puts it, however, the characteristic Jewish alienation obscrved by its
immemorial critics seems to emerge:

The American Jewish community is silent on the paramount moral choices facing the
nation . . . As the inner city hus become the new racial frdutier in Ainerican life,
Jewish groups increasingly lag behind Christiun involvement in the urban setting.
Christian leaders talk about the urban crisis the way Jews talk about the Israeli crisis—
as a matter of sheer survival . . . Most synagogucs stand in suspended isolation from
the central problems of the community.¥

traditional prejudice and presumed usefulness of a scapegoat in internal and international
affairs keep it alive™ (italics added) .

It is conceivablc that the Jews as a tribe or nution of peoples would be more intolerant
than Christians. "I'he need for group solidarity and the ethnocentric idea of a “chosen people™
tend to pemist. It was the ecumenism of Christianity which produced its final break with
Judaisin. It scems inconceivable, furthernore, that anti-Scmitisn, in its most frightful form,
has not been particularly an expression of the “lower middle class” but of the ruling class? It
was medicval city councils that made decisions to humiliute or expel Jews. Preoccupation with
incidents of anti-Scmitic brutality tends to be a diversion.

8 Cf. Oliver C. Cox, (1959:97-98, 130-181).

9 “Albert Vorspan is Director of the Commission on Social Action of Reform Judaism of the
Union of Amcricun Hebrew Congregutions and Central Conforence of Awerican Rabbis.” See
Nat Hentoff (1969:190) .
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“Pluralism” as a Program of Jews for WWhite Americans

Recently, Jews have been campaigning intensively against the tradition of cul-
tural assimilation in the United States. Assimilution has been disparaged and
referred to in pejorative terms. As Williin S. Bernard (1927:7) observes
typically:

It is evident today that the host society is gradually altering its views, both theo-
retically and pructically. The old concept of the “mnclting pot,” which mysteriously
transmuted alicn dross into native American gold, has been abandoned, as has the
glib idea of pure assimilation, which divested ethnic [groups] of their past cultural
identity and reclothed them in the shining garb of “150% Americans.” Instead, the
various meanings of cultural pluralism are being explored.

If, then, Americans could conceive of their ideal socicty as a stable network of
national cultural “ethnics,” they could reverse their traditional tendency toward
cultural assimilation and establish a new kind of society hospituble to the
peculiar Jewish isolationism. The desideratum comes in many guises. In one
expression of it, Rabbi Jay Kaufman (1969:72) explains: '

Jews work with people of all races, religions, and national origins during the day but
return to largely segregated social lives at night and on weckends. This is truc of most
groups in the United States harboring a keenly-felt scusc of group identity.

To the same effect Albert Vorspan (1969:210) admonishes: “It is in the deepest
self-interest for us as Jews and for the American people to create a society which
cherished diversity. That is what pluralism is all about.™* That, indeed, is the
very opposite of Israel Zangwill’s hope: an American cultura]l union vis-u-vis
the limitations of abiding social conflict characteristic of minorities in many
European nations. '

That the American Jewish way of life would be most satisfactorily accom-
modated to a peculiar “pluralistic” type of society is hardly doubtful.i* As we

10In a recent article, Harold J. Abramson (1971:18, 28) explains: “What ties the past to
the present . . . is pluralism—the diversity of different ethnic groups co-existing in some degree
of accommodation under the roof of the sume society.” And he says, in conclusion to this
study of ethnic groups in Connccticut: “Some trends of the present may de-emphusize ethnic
diversity, but the reality of the Amcrican past . . . suggests that ethnic pluralism is not
just romanticism but a force in American socicty . . . which we may be just beginuing to
understand.”

It should bc noted, however, that, for modern Isracl, Jews seem lo consider the melting
pot as a model. For example, after a discussion of forces excrted upon immigrants from
various countrics iuto Esrael, J. Isauc (1956:134-266) in his article, “Isracl—A New Melting Pot3,”
cites approvingly Ben Gurion's prediction which savs in purt: “Within the State the diflerences
between various kinds of Jews will be obliteruted in the course of time, the communities and
tribes will sooner or later fuse into one national and cultural unity. Common education, the
Hebrew language, universal service in the Isvuel Delense Forees . . . mixed uarriages between
the various tribes, common political action in noocommunal parties, mud so on, will produce
a new type of Jew with the favoruble qualitics and characteristics of all the tribes of Jsracl.”
In W. D. Borrie, ed., (1959:266) . -

11 On this point of Jewish plurilism, G. E. Simpson and J. M. Yinger (1973:232ff) observe:

. in the United States toduy the forces of assimilation scem 1o he weaker among fews
than the forces of pluralisin . . . Most Jews continue to think of themselves and to be thought
of as a distinctive cthnic community.” The authors list apparent reasons lor this. For [urther
descriptions of the pluralistic puint of view sce Brewton Berry (1958:16-17, Ch. 12).
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have seen, this social trait is an ancient characteristic of the group. The question

arises, however, whether such a social pattem would be best ulso for the A lml:eu‘e
American nation and for Negroes in particular.'® Some Jewish leaders insist s:en dan::
that it would, and that Negroes should strive directly to attuin it. The argument.
: 0es Sl Yo atiun > ang voted pe
as we have alrcudy suggested, is a subtle one. It identifies the interests of
: : Meeld Fetpeities g ) culturally
American Negroes with the objectives of bluck nationalists. In so doing, how- multiplici
ever, the essential purpose of relevant Jewish self-interest scems to he revealed. of -lecn';'
Accordingly, Rabbi Miller (1969:111) asserts: ' continuity
“, . . black and Jew . . . share a basically common agenda. The right of both to live and 417) .
authentically two civilizations is at stake. As Professor Leonard Fein shrewdly observed:
“(If black militance succeeds in the United States] we (Jews) will be among its Prophecy
unintended bencficiaries . . . One must separate out the ideological implications of the gave to Je
new Negro cohesiveness from its occasionul unti-Semitic munifestations . . ." The from const
ethnic and tribal sense of self-value which preserved the Jew frem inner deterioration in ticient evii
the ghetto is being created by the black man to save his own sense of self-value . . . Black which was
and Jew share a common American purpose.'s As R
Manifestly, then, if black nationalisn succeeds, Jewish interest in Ameri- roadblock
can “pluralism” would be enliunced. Jewish self-concern frequently tends to be Jewish ciy
so overriding that, in serving it, the valid Negroes’ cause and cven the nation’s visioned !
welfare may be overlooked.!* Observe still further, for example, how another According
Jewish leader extracts value—realizable value—from possibilitics of the Negroes’ )
gamble with black power. Thus Vorspan (1969:220) explains: Em“g‘“;:'
The drive for Black Power is, ideally, opening America to a new and truc pluralism in (Swahili v
which Jews will be one of the importunt beneficiary groups. This new pluralism will principle «
require a positive expression of Jewish values and ideals . . . At Cornell University, in public :
one-thousand Jewish students petitioned for special Jewish studies. At Bamard, Jewish Yeshivah,
students have demanded similar programs. On hundreds of college campuses—and public sch
increasingly at the lLigh-school level as well—Jews are learning from blucks to confront corded Jew
the roots of their own institutions and to probe their own heritage, 1% I th.
n the

12 1n his review of The Rise of the Unmeltable Ethnics by M. Novak and Why Can't They American,
Be Like Us? by A. Grecley, Peter I Rose observes: “Both Greeley and Nuvak seem to think pluralism.
that the new tribalisma is good for ethnics and for the country. But ndither comes close o prov- sis on edu
ing it."” See Contemporary Sociology, January 1973, p. 17.

13 In their discussion of abolitionism, R. G. Weisbord and A. Stein (1970:26, 212) refer to 1 belicve, ¢
this trait of Jewish sclf-interestedness. As they put ic: “This Lact has not gone unnoticed. In its e "_‘f‘
thirteenth annual report presented in New York in 1853 the American and Forcign Anti-Slavery is significa
Socicty stated: “The Jews of the United States have never taken uny steps whatever regard States had
to the slavery question. As citizens they deem it their policy to have every one chouvse which ever . votion to ¢
side he may decm best to promote his own interests and the welfare of his county ., " Jews had a

14 For a cogent discussion of the development of Amcricun Jewish solidarity with the rising
state of Israel and the current problem of “dual loyalty” amonyg Jews, sce Normun Podhoretz, Therd
“Now, Instant Zionism,” New Yurk Times Magazine, February 3, 1974, pp. 111E. followed 1§

16 Negroes should probably be cautious about identifying themselves with this “new and
true pluralism.” Decades ago Professor Hertzler (1942:77) said: “. . . in maintaining a . American .
dualistic [pluralistic] rclationship [fews] run counter to all the principles of accepance and Jewish cuind
assimilation . . . To become one with a people . . . you have to cease being, and wanting to be. 16 Cf. for
something clse at the same time. Other natonality groups.in large part give up their old na- passim: and
tiona} loyalties when they become members' of another nation . . . Thus the great bulk of April 30, 19
Americans are part of a new whole with its unique and characteristic values and objectives, and 17 The au

they desire no others . . . A large number of Jews want all the privileges of being an but not par
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It seems appropriate to repeat, however, that the Negroes do not have a
culture in the sense that Jews have one. Jews could consider themselves de-

. scendants of an ancient Hebrew people, the chosen tribes of Judah, a book-de-

voted people moving in and out of great ancient civilizations, and surviving
culturally into our own times.'* Negroes, to the contrary, descend from a

- multiplicity of unassimilated \Vest African tribes—most of them preliterate, some

of them culturally antagonistic, and thus with hardly any direct cultural

continuity and compatibilitv—into the United States. Again Weber (1952:336
and 417) seems to emphasize the fact in saying:

Prophecy together with traditional ritualisin of Israel, brought forth the elements that
gave to Jewry its pariah place in the world . . . The ancient aversion to Jews was far
from constituting a “racial” antipathy. The tremendous scope of proselytism . . . is suf-
ficient evidence against this. It was, rather, the negative attitude of the Jews themselves
which was devisive for the mutual relation.1?

As Rabbi Miller sees it, however, this difference nced not be an insuperable
roadblock. Negroes may produce a comparable “civilization” by iitating Jews.
Jewish civilization is, of course, “a religious civilization par excellence.” The en-
visioned Negro will, therefore, embady “a naturalistic and humanistic religion.”
Accordingly, Miller (1969:9-11, 113) continues: -

Crispus Attucks, Phyllis Whatley, Paul Lawrence Dunbar . . . will function in Afvo-
American religion the way Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, . . . function in Jewish religion . . .
(Swahili would be the Negroes' linguistic sanctum) . . . In view of the fact that the
principle of separation of church and statc frown on religion as such being taught
in public schools, perhaps the pattern for black cultural centers could be the Jewish
Yeshivah, Jewish day schools . . . which supplement regular school . . . Within the
public school system Afro-American civilization should receive the same respect ac-
corded Jewish and Christian civilization.

In the view of this enlightened Jewish thinker, these three civilizations—Afro-
American, Jewish, and “Christian”—would properly form the basis of American
pluralism. Negroes, furthermore, should observe and follow the Jewish empha-
sis on education and economic achievement. Rabbi Kaufman (1969:68-69) says:

I believe, though the differences are enormous, the direction must be identical . . . What
is significant and makes a difference is that the Jews who . . . arrived in the United
States had a great advantage over the Negro of a strong family unit, male literacy, de-
votion to education and a white skin . . . But even these would have been offset if the
Jews had adopted self-ghettoization and moved toward social and economic apartheid.

There is, manifestly,-inconsistency in the latter suggestion; but we have
followed the reasoning at some length because of its seminal importance to the

American . . . and, at the same time, look upon themseclves as eternal members of the world
Jewish community.”

16 {f. for an erudite account: Theophile J. Meck, Hebrew Origins, New York, 1950, pp. 50
passim; and for a brief discussion: Herbert Krosney, “Israel at Twenty-Five,” The Nation,
April 30, 1973, pp. 550-555.

17 The author uses the term “pariah” to mean a relatively low status group, unasimiable
but not part of the Hindu caste structure. See Weber (1952:3-5) .
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subject and the need to indicate the fictitious supports employed by both Nezro
nationalists and sympathetic Jewish pluralists.'® Perhaps it should be obvious
that American Negroes cannot create for themselves a culture with the peculiar
difference and viability as that of Jews. Cultures are spontancous socisl phe-
nomena—traditional structures—not such artificialities.

The main point here is the argument that the Negro should do everything
possible to integrate himself in the educational and economic life of the nation:
“Just as the Jews did . . . he is going to gain the skills and degrees that pennit
him to work in the big-American corporations, break into the lily-white labor
unions and thereby gain his livelihood . . .” (Kaufman, 1969:70). He should,
nevertheless, value “social segregation.” As Rabbi Kaufman (1969:72-73) puts
it typically: “Negroes should be cautioned against confusing social segregution,
which is natural and sometimes desirable, with economic scgregation.”' Al-
though the motives of Kaufman and Booker T. Washington are obviously
divergent—for Washington the social will come later—the latter, in like yanncr,
cautioned Negroes.

As we have seen, Jewish “social segregation” is a positive dimension of
Jewish culture. Social segregation, in othcr words, is an inherent element of the
structure of that culture. Among its in-group uses, segregation conserves Jewish
social solidarity and facilitates endogamy. It is particularly this characteristic of
“social segregation” which Jews seek to protect in their current drive toward
reconstruction of American society on a pluralistic basis.

Negroes cannot adopt such a pluralistic society at will, however, any more
than they can devise a typically Jewish cultural structure for themsclves—assum-
ing, of course, that they wanted one. Jews are unique in that they have hcen
the only people who have been able to take full advantage of material resources
in larger host societies everywhere without giving way eventually to social as-
similation. They have, in other words, maintained divided loyalties—“dual citizen-
ships.” This trait, as we lLave indicated, has been a factor, in universal auti-
Semitic tendencies. '

No matter, therefore, how specious or inapplicable such a program might
be for Negroes, it still will be advocated for them if it seems to serve the pur-

18 The celcbrated drama, The Melting Pot (already rclerred to), written by a British Jew
and oriented toward the assimi'ation of American immigrants, including Jews especially, was
attacked as anu-Scmitic. This episode probably illustrates the inherent. assimilative difference
between Negroes and Jews. “Amecrica,” wrote Israel Zangwill (1922:33) in 1908, “is God's
Crucibie, the great Mecliing-Pot where all the races of Europe are melting and reforming . . . Ger-
mane and Frenchmen. Irishmen and Englishmen, Jews and Russians . . ." Many Jews took
exception to this conclusion. The author therefore explained: “While a distinguished Chiristian
clergyman wroie that [the production] was ‘calculated to do for the jewish race what
Uncle Tom's Cabin did for the colored man,’ the Jewish pulpits of America have resounded
with denunciation of its supposed solution of the Jewish problem by dissolution . . . Discords,
together with the prevalent anti-Semitism and his own ingrained pemsistence tend to preserve
the Jew even in the "Melting Pot,” so that his dissolution must be nccessarily slower than that
of the similar aggregations of Genmans, Ialians, or Poles. But the process for ali is the
same, however, tempered by specific factors” pp. 203-210. (Italics added) Zangwill admitted
that in the latter conclusion he may be over-optimistic.

18 Another Jewish writer, Jobn Slawson (1966:43-50) , advocates "mutusl aid™ amony Neprocs
as an implicit mcans of achicving ethnic identity.
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pose of Jews. Many studies have listed and described points of friction and
enmity between Jews and Negroes in American cities.® As scenes and situa-
tions change, however, this friction may prove to be short-lived.

And yet, the long-run tendency has been for Negroes to become unImutedlv
identified with American “white socicty” and thus to develop traditional cultural
anti-Semitism. Moreover, the desire among Jews to retard Negro assimilation
in the interest of social pluralism may supply fundamental and ineradicable
sources of anti-Semitic alienation. The political divergence between Negroes and
Jews in the 1972 election—Democrats and Republicans respectively—may be a
telltale straw in the wind.?

“Ground Rules for the New Pluralism”

Achievement of “pluralism” in the United States has been emns.wed by the
Anmerican Jewish Committee (A.J.C.) as a practical possibility. It has been
partly excited in the great cities by the Jewish-Negro antagonism of the late
sixties. As the A.J.C. explains: “Black-white conflict . . . was the concern which
brought the [Jewish] National Project on Ethnic America into being [in
1968].”** Three concepts seem to dominate the “ground rules™ of this Jewish
movement: ethnic identity, integration, and indeed pluralism itself. By propo-
gating and legitimizing general white ethnicity—"cthnic awarcness and self-
identity”—Jewish unassimilability also may be legitimized. Among white Ameri-
can ethnics, it has been assumed, the “lower middle class” would be most
susceptible to “folk” and “nationalistic” appeals.®®

As one advocate puts it: “Another name of cultural individuality is eth-
nicitv . . . What makes a German socially and culturally different from a
Frenchman . . . or a black American from an American Indian . . . is their
ethnic background, their ethnicity” (Bernard, 1972:3-4). In this drive for ethnic-
revival, however, Negroes are not directly included. In fact, the movement
may be thought of as a reaction to Negro militancy. It was started in 1968 to
“test new approaches to the needs and problems of white ethnic groups . . . [And]
much of the discussion of white cthnic problems in the mass media in recent
months has grown out of these efforts” (American Jewish Commitiee, Flyer
C, 1972).

According to Andrew M. Greeley (1971:157, 163): “If demands for black
power . . . are valid . . . so too are the demands of ethnic groups for more
power over the control of their destiny . . .” But blacks, above all, must under-
stand that “white ethnics are deeply committed to Ainericun society,” so that
“when a member of the Black Panther party postures like Mussolini on the

20 Weisbord and Stein, Bittersweet (already referred to), is a contribution in 1his category.
2t For an analysis sce “Fhe Jewish Swing 10 Nizon,” in Tane, August 21, 1972, pp. 1206 As

the author implics, intense Isracli nationalism has been added to immemorial Jewish tribalism
to coroplicate the American situation.

22 American Jewish Committee, “The Group Life Report,” No. 2, Janumy 1972, mimco-
graphed. -

23 The American [ewish Comumitiee, “National Project on Etlmic Amcrica,” Inforination

Flver C, 1072,
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television screen and warns that he is going to destroy a city, the white ethnics
are quite prepared to take him at his word.”**

As we have indicated, another basic concept of the “new pluralism” is

integration. In this context integration may be thought of as permanently partial
assimilation: a social condition which allows achievement -of a dcfinitve,
pluralistic society. If, then, integration and not assimilation could be regarded
as a basic American cultural ideal, “white ethnics” may identify their cultural
situation with that of Jews.

Indeed, American society may be properly definable as inherently
“pluralistic.” Accordingly “the American Jewish Committee (1972, flyer C) . ..
undertook to apply its specialized understanding of pluralism . . . to help de-
velop more positive approaches . . . to the needs of lower middle class whites.”
The movement has been centered in colleges and universities of the nation;
it has appealed with remarkable success to great research foundations—for ex-
ample, $262,500 from the Ford Foundation in 1971—it has put out considcrable

literature (purportedly scientific and impartial) and influenced public informa=™-
tion media; and, most spectacularly, it has sponsored an Annual Conference of-

Ethnic Communities in many large metropolitan centers.

Ethnic Community Celebrations

In the process of producing these national celebrations, the Jewish promoters
are largely hidden. Highly visible, however, are city governments, mayors,
news media, and scholars reading sympathetic papers on all aspects of “cthnic”
integration and pluralism. A superficial examination would seem to suggest
that the purpose of the occasion is simply satisfaction of the city’s interest in
promoting “minority pride and fun.” For instance, on July 17, 1972, the Detroit
News, under a journalistic heading, “Ethnic Festivals a Civic Treat,” wrote in

part:

Detroit has discovered'through the series of sumuner weekend ethnic festivals that
diversity can be fun. The Irish, Cermans, Alro-Americans, Poles—in fact. virtually
every race, religion and natiouality—have found cultural expression in these remarkable
events . . . Mayor Gribbs, who two years ago pledged city assistunce to the first few
events, deserves much of the credit for the festival's success . . . Detroiters, who
[previously], like most Americans, always sought to play down background diffcrences

24 Father Greeley is a converted Irish ethnic contributing directly to publications of the
American Jewish Committee. See, for example, Scymour M. Lipset, Gioup Life in Awervica,
A Task Force Report, the American Jewish Cowmittee, New York, 1972,

One gets this theory, apparently effortlessly, even from popular mediu, For example, under
an article heading “Year of the Ethnics" (Life, Aug. 25, 1972, p. 12), we are informed that
“Much of what bothers the ethnics involves the Blacks . . , Opinion polls show increasing
acceptance of integration in transporiation, jobs, and public places. The rub comes un such
black-associated subjects as crime and welfure . . . Oddly cnough, the blacks taught the
cthnics their new vocalness. From black pride they touk the wessage: why not accept what-
ever in your origins you can't change? . . . The WASP, just as much as the ethnic, is likely
to have his own private quarrel with whit passes as prosent Awmcrican culture . . . WASPs
[now] price, more than they used to, the diversiry of customs . . . that make up the actual
America . . . Now that the right fo variety in Awerican life is recogniced and assimilation is
less insisted on than it once waus, ethnics don’t have to be so defensive about their pasis. ‘Their
pride is admirable."”
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are having a roaring good time sharing their respective heritages with others ... . De-
troit has a good thing going and it should be kept going.

The scholarly part of the annual Conference is organized, with ~papers
listed, as if they were periodic meetings of scientific societies.*3 Immemorially,
of course, there have been, in certain first-generation, immigrant neighborhoods,
seasonal folk dancing, marching, and so on in the streets. Ordinarily, however,
they have been disregarded by the American public or vouchsaled only transi-
ent notice. As just noted, though, the current movement has been promulgated,
facilitated, and sometimes even {inanced by the city government.?®

In the pivotal New York situation, for example, the New York Times (May
14, 1972) carried an article titled, “Lindsay Administration Begins Cultivating
Various Ethnic Communities”; and the writer seems to indicate not only that
ethnic festivals are now being encouraged by the major but also that a minor -
city office has been set up in City Hall to discover nationality groups and en-
courage their folk traditions. Among the cclebrations scheduled for May 1972,
there was one titled “a salute to I[sracl.”

It seems as if the city government should neither promote nor abolish
spontaneous nationality ceclebrations. But government has a normal obligation
to celebrate only Americanisin and American national unity. Entrance of city
administrations in “ethnic conferences” excites inter-cultural invidiousness and
competitiveness.>” Perhaps, however, such an outcome is precisely what the
American Jewish Committee is striving to achieve: “intcgrated pluralism.” Re-

- version of the United States census to enumerations of nationality groups®®

manifestly contributes to such a purpose. In fact the census might have come
under direct pressure. Consider again the way the movement put it:

Ethnicity has come to the front as never before. The 1970 Census, for example, reveals
that over 75 million Amcricans identify themselves as belonging to major ethnic
groups . . . A _growing number of these ethnic Amcricans are cngaged in reviving
heritage . . . They are demanding that their cthnicity be recognized and tolerated in a
pluralistic society . . . Whether the cthnic groups . . . are aware of it or not . . . they

26 Sce, for example, the program “Ethnic Communitics of Greater Detroit, Second Aunual
Conference” at McGregor Memorial Center, May 19-23, 1971.

28 A news release on October 20, 1971, from the City Hall of Detroit said in part:

“A fourtcen-weck series of Ethnic Festivals in Detroit attracted 1wo-and-a-hall million
residents and visitors . . . Mayor Roman 5. Gribbs welcomed Festival attendees each Friday
evening . . . Planning the Festivals was divided between the Mayor's Committee for the
Culwural Center and the Central Business District Association. Ethnic groups were contacted
through churches . ., civic and social organizations and the [Jewish] International Institute
of Detroit . . . At each Festival there were 50 to 50 booths displuying items representative of
the ethnic group’s culture . . . One of the most popular aspects of the festivals was the op-
portunity to sample tempting food treats of the world. Entertainment was [ree . . . In addition
to 1971 participants there will be for 1972 Isracli, Irish, and Arab Festivals.” -

#7 Bayard Rustin, the Negro labor specialist, seems to have recognized this in saying: *White
ethnicity and racial consciousness can signily a pride -in ftalian cooking or Pucrto Rican fulk
dances, it also mcans that cach of these groups, along with all the others, now feels a com-
petling need to pratect its own tuil from encroachment of vutsideis and o enlarge that turf
at the expense of those who are no moie privileged or butter off.” Black Power's Legacy,”
Newsweek, Vol. 80, No. 20, Nov. 13, 1972, p. 19,

28 US. Census, Characleristics of the Pepulution by Ethnic Origin, Nov. 1969,
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are striving for ethnic identity, equality, and acceptance. Such goals are clearly legiti-
mate, and will be pursued with vigor.*?

" Some decades ago, wiien assimilation was considered an American ideal—
and fundamentally it doubtlessly still is—emphasis upon cultural differences was
regarded as questionable. In his study of a classic situation of differences in
Europe, Max Handman (1934:92-93) reminds us of possible consequences of
nationalistic devotion to apparently minor cultural disparities. Thus he explains:

There follows a whole series of minor differences which accentuate and visualize the.
- disparity among the groups and prepare the ground for further tension. Their costumes

are different . . . Their dictary habits are different: what is food to one is a nasty
habit to the other. When Doctor Johnson’s definition of oats as a food for men in
Scotland and for horses in England is remembered, it is not difficult to understand the
source of national aloofness and contempt which resides in food habits. And then there
is the whole realm of folklore and folk customs at birth, courlship, marriage, and
funerals, the differences in song and dance, in amusements, in the folk arts . . . In short,
wherever miatters of taste enter . . . ditferences of opinion are sure to arise which will
run into attitudes of national depreciation because they are seen as national traits, not
as individual idiosyncracies.

It seems as if Negroes would be well adviscd not to look with longing
upon these displays of white ethnic culture and nationalism. Alrcady an identi-
fiable culture of superlative design and capacity has emerged in America. Al-
though they are still of relatively lower status, mainly because of persisting
racial restraints, Negroes nevertheless are inevitably identificd with this cul-
ture. In this respect, they are culturally similar to the majority of native white
Americans who naturally have no foreign artifacts to display. Indeed, life itself,
in the phenomenal mainstream, includes their increasingly indistinguishable
folkways. The ethnic celcbrations are manifestly attempts to resuscitate, among
immigrants, waning nationalism; something Negroes would have to produce
largely from scratch.*®

Black Anti-Semitism

Black anti-Semitism seems, accordingly, to derive from three endogenous sources:
posture of Jews toward white opportunism, Jewish self-intcrestedness, and
Negro assimilationism.

{a) In the Western world Jews are ordinarily regarded as white, and they
tend normally to exploit advantages of whitcness in racial situations. In South

20 William S, Bernard (1972:4-5).

80 For a rccent point of view indirectly opposite to this, sce Peter Schrag, The Decline of the
WASP, Ncw York, 1971. Schrag explains that his experience as a Jew in America led him
to a conviction that “the real objective of social policy is not to muke men identical but to
enable them to remain different and distinct” p. 245, Says he further, on the value of
pluralism: “So far there is little evidence that what has been accomplished through integra-
tion might not have been achieved more easily by making it possible for any student or
parent to sccede fiom the public schoels and with an equivalent amount of tax moncy, to run
the cducation system . . ." pp. 245-246. The Black Muslims are exculpated on grounds of
their “emphatic ethnicity” p. 237. Surprisingly, however, following this unrclenting attack
upon mainstrcain society (ie., the WASP) and advocacy of cthnic separation—="We have to
support community lcadership and institutions in larlew. Liule lialy . . " p. 245—the author

Africa, for i
Semitism sex
cities of the
as Detroit a
anti-white re
American ci

Where |
may become

The existentia
customer, lun
relations, The

The Negro ji
to be exploi
pattern of su
(b) Th
estedness of
the Negro pi
considerately
racially-segre
“The flood o
relations” (1
yet so psycl
are two Ame
alliance.3t
(e) The
lationship in
tionalistic di
They are noi
to intermarri
that civil rig
tend to be lc
cities, remai
must be mo
tion, are thu
can whites.
when he wri

If just being
qualitative ai
tism...If
this were a s
anti-Semitisc

reaches the fo
arc even furd
Someone or so
31 CL, Petes
32 ualics in

Marx (1967:1%



T e s bk

+ clearly legiti-

-erican ideal—

fferences was
lifferences in
isequences of

" he explains:

1 visualize the
Their costumes
one is a nasty
)d for men in
mnderstand the
\nd then there
marriage, and
s ... In short,
4se which will
snal traits, not

with longing
dy an identi-
America. Al-
of persisting
rith this cul-
native white
ed, life itself,
‘stinguishable
ritate, among
: to produce

70US SOUrCes:
tedness, and

ite, and they
ps. In South

Decline of the
acrica led him
lentical but to
the value of
wrough integra-
my student or
moncy, to run
on grounds of
zlenting  attack
-~"We have o
145—the author

Black Pluralism 19y

Africa, for instance, their prerogatives as whites are so decisive that native anti-

~ Semitism seems hardly distinguishable from the generz! color pattern. In the

cities of the United Stuates, however—and especially in such major urban places
as Detroit and New York—Jews tend consciously to be included in the Negro’s
anti-white reactious. As Miller (1969:100) puts it: “To benelit on any level from
American civilization is to derive suslcnance from the fruits of exploitation.”

Where the races converge competitively in the Negro cammumty, this fact
may become starkly obvious.

The existential human contacts between Jews and Negroes in the inner city arc merchant-
customer, landlord-tenant, social worker-client. Thiese are inherently tense, unequal
relations. They are fraught with conflict and resentment (Vorspan, 1969:215).

The Negro job in the small, Jewish commnunity-business may appear particularly
to be exploitative. Other relationships, such as teacher-pupil, conform to the
pattern of subordination.

(b) The ire of American Negroes may be aroused by the norma] self-inter-
estedness of Jews. The dynamics of Jewish success tend to dissociate them from
the Negro problem. It commonly has been remarked among blacks, perhaps in-
considerately, that “Jews take money out of the Negro ghetto into their own
racially-segregatcd suburban communitics.” Thus Vorpsan observes further:
“The flood of Jews to suburbia has lcft another which exacerbates black-Jewish
relations™ (1969:215). Black envy of Jews, who secm so physically near and
yet so psychologically remote, may be an clement in this relationship. They

. are two American “minorities” who seem never to be able to achieve dependable

alliance.®!

(c) The most far-reaching characteristic of American-Negro, Jewish re-
lationship involves an essential trait of Jewishness itself. Negroes, in spite of na-
tionalistic diversions, are becoming increasingly assimilated to American culture.
They are not endogamous in the sense that Jews are. “The objection of the Jew
to intermarriage . . . sets him noticeably apart” (Hertzler, 1942:79)—to the extent
that civil rights are activated. To that extent, also, barriers to black assimilation
tend to be lowered. But American culture, like the culture of European medicval
cities, remains, in a rudimentary sense, anti-Semitic. Anti-Semitism, therefore,
must be more or less continually restrained. Negroes, in the process of assimila-
tion, are thus subjected to the same anti-Scmitic cultural imperatives as Ameri-
can whites. It is this point which Rabbi Miller (1969:84) scems to be makmg
when he writes:

If just being Jewish entails being hated, then attitudes on the part of Jews to their
qualitative and quantitative survival will surely govern how they react to anti-Scmi-
tism . . . I find it impossible to take seriously the threat of Dlack anti-Semitism as if
this were a specnl plenomenon 'shu.h differs in kind und degree from other kinds of
anti-Semitism,**

reacies lhe following conclusion: “If the minoritics no longer uaccept the mainstream . . . they
are even further from accepting cuch other as models of what one ought to be or Lutonu.
Somcaone or something will have to mediate to keep people [nnn tearing each other apart” p. 254
31 CIL., Peter 1. Rose, They and We, New York, 1964, pp. 37-33.
32 Italics in text. In his detailed statistical study of Negro-Jewish relutionships, Gary T.
Marx (1967:12G) recognizes this lact, suying: “The widespread and enduring character to anti-
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~ And yet, it should be recalled that capitalist culture is also intrinsically :
racist. Racism, however, is not anti-Semitism.*® To the extent that racial dis- Abramson, |

crimination is controlled or abolished, in answer to larger socictal changes, 1971 :_"""
racism tends to be ameliorated. Although it may be shown that some of the _ Amm_im',“}:
greatest champions and martyrs of civil rights have been Jews—there have been ' 1972 Nati
many famous, white-Christian, anti-racists also—it has not been established that Bernard, Wi
Jewry of itself is an uncrring antidote to race prejudice. As already noted, Jews 1972 The
live racially as whites in South Africa and in the United States. Moreover, it is i'.'::’
conceivable (though we have no illustration of it) that American Negroes may 1972 “Int
~ participate with Christian whites in a pogrom. Berry, Brew
Civen certain chance situations, however, the continuing common concern 1938 Race
involved in both racism and anti-Semitism may still cause Jews and Negroes to B",’,‘;;';' ':?1; !
identify a common enemy—the conservative white ruling class. Perhaps in the Coon. Carlr
1972 presidential election, both Negroes and Jews saw in the candidacy of 1942 “Ha
CGovernor George Wallace of Alabama a common danger. Even so, the meaning ' Jews
of political conservatism for Negrees and for Jews recently has become still more C"l’g??l_'_f'l‘_;
complicated by the identification of the international vicissitudes of Israel with 1955 Fow
the position of American Jews. Greeley, An
The Democrat-Republican split between Negroes and Jews respectively in 1971 Why
that campaign was affected partly by the Republican attitude toward Isracl. As Handman, 3
Seymour Lypset (1972:54-55) observes: “Some of the most pro-Israel Senators . a cg‘:.:
are among the most conservative Republicans in Congress . . . [and] Israel re- Hentoff, Na:
ceives somewhat less support from blacks than from other Americans.” We may 1969 Blacl
assume that the long-run trend in the United States will be liberal. This interna- Hertzler, joy
tional element is obviously a complicating new concern. We should expect, how- Phs ;T.'"
ever, to observe Jews increasingly involved with ethnic and “black pluralism” Isaac, J. e
as movements supposedly leading toward normalization of Jewish status in 1956 “Isra
the United States. . tion
Kaulman, |2

1969 “The
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1973 “lsra
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1972 Grou
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Semitism in American lifc forces the conclusion that . . . anti-Semitisin is a 'normal” aspect 1971 A
of our culiure . . . As Amcricans, Negroes are exposed to this common anti-Semitic component Joun
of our culture, and ncgative attitudes toward Jews may be as ‘normal’ . . . among Negrocs as Miller, A. W
among whites.” 1969 “Dlac
33 Similarity of these two social phenomena is usually affirmed by a presumption of identity Joun
of suffering or oppression. As one writer puts it: “the Southern pattern of systematic humili- Parsons, Tal
ation which characterized the last century- of Negro life wius not much different from the 1966 Socic:
Czarist Russian brutality heaped on the Jew and was far betier than the Nusi treatment of Pront
Jews.” Jay Kaulman, (1969:6Y9). Of primary significance perhaps is not so much the intensity 1942 ’T"‘I

of physical suffering as dilference in the social systew and sitvation which produce it. (eds]
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September 16, 1974

Mr. James L. McCartney

THE SOCIOLOGICAL QU.ARTERLY
University of Missouri-Columbia
1004 Elm SE.

Columbia, Missouri 65201

Dear Mr. McCartney:

Yes, I certainly did write the letter for publication, and I'm
2fraid that peither you nor your revievers are capable of distinguishiug
between thinga that might be offensive to a group and bigotry. Professor
Cox's article was an exercise in bigotry. To compare it to Myrdal is
anmusing, but gscarcely what one would expect from serious social scientists.

Cordially yours,

AMG.VT sndrew M. Greeley
Director, Center for the
Study of ..merican Pluralism
bee: Mr. M. Himmelfarb
Mr. M. Tannenbaum
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J. Kenneth Benson ) - Review-Feature Editor
314-882-3776 Peter K. Manning

Secretary to the Editors . ' Department of Sociology

Nicki Love . Michigan State University

_ East Lansing. Michigan- 48§23
September 12, 1974

Professor Andrew M. Greeley, Director
Center for the Study of American Pluralism
University of Chicago

6030 South El1lis Avenue

Chicago, I11inois 60637

Dear Professor Greely:

I can sympathize with your pique at having been referred to as a
convert. It is clear from your letter that you have never been a
“"convert to anything."

As for the other accusations in your letter, we do not feel it
necessary to agree with the content of every article that we publish.
We rely on the recommendations of our reviewers, and in the instance
of Professor Cox's paper, three reviewers gave strong endorsements to
it because they felt that, although it was provocative, it raised an
issue about the relationship between two ethnic groups that deserves
scholarly attention. It will be a sad day for scholarship when
editors refuse to publish anything that might be offensive to any
group. By the same reasoning one might argue that a work such as
Myrdal's American Dilemma should never have been published because
it reflects unfavorably on white Americans.

We would be pleased to receive a rejoinder or critique from
you about the Cox article. If you would send it soon, we could in-
clude it either in the November, 1974, or February, 1975 issue.

I assumed that your letter was not intended for publication,
but if I am mistaken in this assumption, please advise me.

Sincerely, ¢

{ Vs
\—\}JJ;W\-L" ')f ! ""(ﬂ&}v
James L. McCartney _
Editor
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Black antisemitism

A 1973 UCLA doctoral dissertation, by Romnie Tadao
Tsukashima, is entitled The Social g_qz_i__ Pgychological Correlates
'of Anti-Semitism in the Black Community.  The Abstract and the

end of the Conclusion ('P:;ac,tical Implications of m;.'.in'sa"_) é_ré
en:losed.-. - ' | | |

Tsukashima concentréteé on highly local factors. - He does‘
Dot inquire into sw:h things as '!:I}g possible influence of Third
World ideoiogy. ] | | |

Like other researchers in the past several years, he is

struck by the difference between whites and blacks Anong - whites, -

the older the resgondents, the more likely they are to be anti-
semici;:; among blacks, the younger the. respondents, the more
likely to be antisemitic. Among whites, normally, the greater

the ‘education, the less the antismitism. Not ‘so _among blacks.

i"ﬂ'!rg

: Milton Ellerin . Seymour Samet
Harry Fleischman = John Slawson ;
Irving levine - Marc Tanenbaum
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISSERTATION
The Social and Psychological Correlates
of Anti-Semitism in the Black Community
by
Ronnie Tadao Tsukashima
Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology
University of california, Los Angeles, 1973

Professor Gene N. Levine, Chairman

The present SUéVey has chosen to examine the issue of
anti-Semitism in the Black community. In drawing a sample
to study this probleﬁ. Census Blocks were randomly selected
from two Black areas of Los Angeles--the comﬁunities of.
Avalon and Crenshaw. From these blocks respondents were
czlected using quotas bassd on age, sex, and employment
status to approximate the 1960 population in these tﬁo
areas. About one hundred and'sixty Blacks were gathered
frem each community.

In setting the parameters of our dependent variable,
the measures of anti-Semitism were delimited to beliefs
about Jews that are potentiaily negative or that provide
2 basis for hostile sentiments toward Jews. In our
Ter3sures of this concept we do not find any monolithic
2ifucture of intolerance within the Black coﬁmunity but

e a2

2 considarable variation. Given this variation, two
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questions are asked: 1) Along our index of anti-Semitism,
are the Blacks sampled in this survey differentiating
between Jewish and non-Jewish Whites by directing their
hostility against Jews as a particular group of Whites, or
are they expressing hostility toward White people in
general? 2) Under what conditions are respondents more or
less likely to voice intolerant responses toward Jews by
scoring high on the index of anti—Semitism?l
With respect to the first question, we find that a
majority of persons do not differentiate between Jews and
Gentile Whites, but rather see them as just another group
of Whites. However, a sizable handful, 22 per.ceht of.the
sample, score high on the index of anti-Jewish beliefs but
low on the measure of antipathy toward Whites in general.
In Chapter IV through VIII correlates of anti-Semitism
are examined. Significant among the explanatory variables
observed in this study is the role of age.’ The data in
Chapter IV establish that age is powerfully, but inversely,
associated with the dependent variable. Clearly, the young
are much more hostile toward Jews than the old--even when
education is taken into gcc;:mnt simultaneously. But this
saifie group is also likely to score high on intolerance
tcward other Whites as well. Using independent measures of
tire, it was reasoned that age differences in this minority
community are indicative of a growing mood of antipathy

toward white society. : :
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In the following chapters the analysis is broadened to
include Black-Jewish interaction. In previous studies of
ethnic contact particular types of association-have becen
found to correlate with tolerance toward minorities. Most
notable has been what sociologists have called "egalitarian
social contact” and the quality of such interaction,
"intimate, equal-status contact." This investigation finds
a like relationship between the two contact variables and_
anti-Semitism, especially in the case of the latter when
examined in a neighborhood context. However, the point of
interaction receiving the most attention is the issues of
economic relations. Unlike social contact, this facet of
interaction is highly correlated with intolerance. The
mere exposure to economic dealings with Jews as merchants
is associated with anti-Semitism. However, given the
quality of those relations, economic mistreatment, this
type of interaction is more firmly correlated with antipathy
toward Jews, regardless of the context in which it trans-
pires. In comparing the effects of both social.and
economic contact, the latter explains much more of the
variance in the dependent variable than the former.
Further, definitional situations of those economic relations,
perceived exploitation, is also sharply associated with
anti-Semitism and equally as pronounced as econonic
mistreatnment.

In the last chapter we inquire if persons who live in



highly segregated and poor ghettos (Avalon) differ from the
more affluent in less segrega£gd areas (Crenshawj in their
levels of antipathy toward Jews. Surprisingly, no
difference is witnessed, it is dependent upon age and
education jointly. Given the importance of the above
factors, we end on a summary note by asking: How mﬁch of
the variance along the index of anti-Semitism is explained
by age, education, social and economic contact, and
perceived exploitation? We find about 44 per éent of the
total variance in this index is accounted for by the
independent variables observed in this study. And éf this
percentage, perceived exploitation and economic mistreat-

ment explain most of that variation (90 per cent).




CHAPTER IX
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Understandably, social scientists have devoted con-
siderable attention to anti—Semitism over recent decades.
In most instances these studies have focused upon samples
of majority Whites. Far less frequent have been studies
of anti-Semitism among minorities. In this respect, the
present survey departs from most investigations on this
topic. Here we have chosen to study intolerance toward
Jews in the Black community.

The measures of anti-Semitism have been delimited
to beliefs about Jews that are potentially negative or
that provide a basis for hostile sentiments toward Jews.
In our measure of this concept (Chapter II) we have not
found any monolithic structure of intolerance within the
Black community, but rather a considerable variation.
CGiven this variation, two major guestions have been
asked:

1) Along our measure of anti-Semitism, are

the Blacks sampled in this survey differ-
entiating between Jewish and non-Jewish
Whites by directing their hostility
against Jews as a particular group of

Whites, or are they expressing hostility
toward White people in general?
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2) Wvhat factors account for this variation?
That is to say, under what conditions
would respondents be more or less likely
to voice intolerant responses toward
Jews by §c?xing high on the index of
anti-Semitism?

With regard to the first question, we ﬁave found
that a majority of the respondents do not distinguish
between Jews and Gentile Whites, but rather see them as
just another grou§ of Whites. For example, a consider-
able degree of overlap between anti-Semitism and anti-
White attitudes has been observed. For the most part,
those highly intclerant toward Jews are also hostile
against other Whites. It should be noted howevar, that
a sizable handful, 22 per cent of the sample, do make a
clear distinction by scoring high on our measure of anti-~
Jewish beliefs but low on the index of intolerance toward
Whites in general. 1In addition, an almost egual propor-
tion (16 per cent) score in the reverse direction.

Similarly, in comparing the economi; tfeatment of
these two groups as merchants, landlords, and employers,
about half do not view Jews as a separate category of
Whites. But unlike the above, for the other half who <o,
Jews are seen in a less favorable light.

In Chapters IV to VIII the conditions under which
persons are more or less likely to score high on the
index of anti-Semitism have been examined. Like a woven

tapestry of many patterns, each chapter introduced a
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different thread into the web of complex relationships,
unfelding its own pattern about the picture of antipathy
toward Jews in the Black community. Significant among'
these patterns is the role of age. The data in Chapter IV
established that age is perrfully. but inversely, asso-
ciated with the dependent variable. Clearly; the young
“are much more likely to score high on the index of anti-
Jewish beliefs--even when education is taken into account
simultaneously. But this same group is also likely to
scoré high on intolerance toward other Whites as well--
suggesting that in genefal. Blacks do not distingﬁish
between hostility toward Jews on the one hand and toward
non-Jewish Whites on the other. {n fact, those most
likely to be intolerant of Jews are the young with the
most formal education (at least some college). This we
noted is in striking contrast to the findings based on
White samples. Further, we indicated that age éould be
Iused to reflect the dimension of time, thus adding pro-
cess to the analysis. It was hypothesized that these
differences iﬁ age represent a generational change in

the Black community rather than a maturational effect.
Uﬁing independent measures of time, it was reasoned that
the age differences in this minority community are indica-
tive of a growing mood of hostility toward White society,.
.and fhat this changing climate of opinion is not to be

explained by differential education.
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In the following chapters the scope of the analysis
was broadened to incorporate other facets of the intri-
cate web of ethnic intolerance. Moving from individual
attributes (age and education) to structural variables,
the analysis went on to consider interactional aspects
o.f.- Black-Jewish relations--first social and then eco-
nomic (Chapters V and VI respectively). In either
instance both the quality and the context -of interaction
were examined. In previous studies of ethnic contact
particular types of association have been found to
correlate with tolerance toward minorities. Most nota-
ble has been what sociologists have called "egalitarian
social contact®” and the quality of such interaction,
"intimate, equal-status contact.”™ This investigation
has found a like relationship between the two contact
variables and anti-Semitism. It was reasoned that such
contact, especially the latter (intimate) tends to expose
one to people who differ ethnically, racially, or reli-
giously, but who have similar life styles. As a result,
commonly held stereotypes of others are challengsd. We
further observed that these associations are particularly
pronounced when the extent of that exposure is specified,
which in part is dependent upon the setting--situations
that facilitated diffuse associations on the one hand
{in a neighborhood) and highly segmented roles on the

other (at work).
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In coming to grips with the complexity of anti-
Semitism, it was noted that social contact is just one
of the many facets of interaction between Blacks and Jews.
The point of contact receiving the most attention has
centered around the issue of economic relations. It will
be recalled in Chapter III that when Jewish merchants,
landlords, and employers are compared with their Gentile
counterparts, almost 1 in 2 do not distinguish between
the two groups. But among those who do, Jews are more
unfavorably evaluated by 3 to 2. At this juncture we
merely mentioned that this finding might be indicative
of one of the areas of friction between these two gfoups.
Later, in Chapter VI, we were able to test and clarify
this hypothesis. It was reported that the mere exp05ure'-
to economic dealings with Jews (economic contact) is con-
ditionally associated with the dependent variable (contact
with Jews as merchants). 1In specifying the qualit:l; of
these dealings, however, such as mistreatment, this vari-
ablelproves to be more powerfully related to the index of
anti-Semitism,Iregardless of the contextual setting.
This finding is particularly striking among the most
vulnerable stratum, the poorest Blacks. Thus, like
social contact the character of economic relations with
Jews is more significant for anti-Semitism than the con-
tact itself. BAn interpretation of this relation offered

is that such interaction is often viewed by minorities
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as a device through which vulnerable groups are main-
tained in subordinate positions of economic control and
profit. By maintaining Blacks in subordinate positions
and reaping the benefits from their inferior status,
their positions of dependency have continued, thus
reaffirming the influence and gains of those already
in superordinate positions to Blacks. Consequently, in
a society that has benefited from this status of minor-
ities, economic positions often occupied by Whites have
become the targets of angry Blacks for their abusive
business practices. Aand for those who have been mis-
treated, it has made little difference where such prac-
tices transpired. The consequences in the last anaiysis
have been the same and are more far-reaching in their
effects than mere exposure to economic contact.

On a comparative note, the two types of contact,
intimate, equal-status contact and_edonomic mistreatment
are correlated with anti-Semitism, controlling one
against the other. In so doing, the economic aspect of
Black-Jewish relations is much more 5tr°nglylre1ated to
antipathy toward Jews than social contact. And we have
suggested that this is not a mere function of the extent
of social and economic contact with Jews but rather a
reflection of the historical structure of inequality in
Black-White relations. As a result, many Blacks have

come to expect their encounters with most Whites to

182



follow a similar pattern and to suspect the motives of
Whites in situations involving egalitarian contact of an
intimate nature. . '

Having examined some behavioral feagures of Black-
Jewish relations and having demonstrated an especially
strong association between economic relations and anti-
Semitism, the analysis broadened to incorporate the social
ps}chological correlafes of economic contact. More
exactly, in Chépter VII we focused on the subjective
factors of economic relations, how respondents defined
their economic relations with Jews (perceived exploita-
tion). In some respects perceived exploitation resembles
its structural counterpart, economic mistreatment. It
too is both positively aﬁd powerfully associated with the
dependent variable. Among the young, this pattern
appeared with special sharpness. Like economic mis~
treatment, the notion of control and profit have been
utilized in interpreting the findings in this chapter.
But here profits are seen through the control of minor-
ity neighborhoods hf interest groups foreign'to the Black
community (external control)--thus structuring again
their continued dependency and vulnerability. More
important was the fact that this form of control was
viewed as part and parcel of a larger system of societal
control and thus one possible explanation for the close

association between definitional situations of
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exploitation and hostility toward a group of Whites (Jews).
Consistent with this interpretation, independent measures
of external control are highly correlated with scores on
the index of perceived exploitation. Having established
before the importance of economic mistreatment and now
the significance of definitional situations of those
relations, it has then been found that both factors are
aléo independently associated with the dependent variable.
From here, we have proceeded to examine their relative
and cumulative effects.. It was reported that how respond-
ents define or perceive their eccnomic relations with Jews
- explains about as much of the variance of intolerance on
the index of antipathy toward Jews as its structural coun-
terparts (economic mistreatment). However, when both eco-
nomic variables are taken together, a much stronger rela-
tionship is observed with the dependent variable than any
variable considered singly. Thus, a more encompassing
picture of anti-Semitism in the Black community is achieved
by dovetailing two angles--the types and character of
interaction with Jews and the definitions of those rela-
tions.

Besides age, patterns of interaction and definitions
of those contacts, still other factors are found to play
a vital role in explaining the variation on the index of

anti-Semitism, notably the neighborhood. 1In the last
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Chapter ([VIII), we inquired if persons who lived in highly
segregated ghettos of lﬁwer economic background (Avalon)
differ from the more affluent in less segregated areas
{Crenshaw) in their level of antipathy toward Jews. 1In
light of what has been written about ghetto life, one
might have hypothesized the former to score higher than
the latter. $ﬁxprisingly, no difference is found between
thése two communities. At this point it was suggested
that the effect of the neighborhood was being maskéd by
age and education. But each variable taken separately
produced quite different results. On the one hand, among
those under 40, the tendency is for Avalon residents to
score higher on our measure of anti-Semitism than Crenshaw
@éwellers. O©On the other hand, when controlling for educa-
tion, the difference betwsen neighborhoods is reversed.
But what could these patterns mean? For this, we pro-

* ceeded to a four variable table including age, education,
neighborhood, and anti-Semitism. Among those with some
college, Avﬁlon residents display a greater tendency toward
ethnic intolerance than their brethren who live in the
more affluent and educated community of Crenshaw, regard-
less of age. However, this finding was reversed when we
focused upon the partial with less than college. Living
in Crenshaw is more likely to be associated with anti-

Semitism than living in the neighboring district of Avalon,
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but in this case, only among those under 40. It is sug-
gested that these diverse findings could be explained by
conceptually joining both individual and community level

of education, thus creating a new and different factor
called “"status inconsistency.® This state was reasoned

to entail stress and discomfort because of the differential
treatment associated with such inconsistency in contact
siiuations with Jews, thus the last factor examined related

to anti-Semitism among Blacks.

Explaining the Variance in Anﬁi—Semitism

Given the importance of the above factors, taken
together, what do they tell the reader about the dependent
variable? More exactly, how much of the vari#tion in anti-
Semitism is explained by age, education, social and eco-~
nomic contact, and perceived exploitation? In addressing
this question, we have employed a multiple regression
analysis. In so doing, we find about 44 per cent of the
total variance on the index of anti-Semitism is accounted
for by the independent variables examined in this study.
But of these factors, which provides the best prediction
possible with the fewest number of independent varizbles?
Is it possible that only one or two factors account for
this wvariation? Througﬁ a method called "stepwise re-
gression," a variant of multiple regression, one means of

handling this problem is provided, Briefly, this
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statistical procedure involves the following:

The method recursively constructs a prediction

equation one independent variable at a time.

The first step is to choose the single variable

which is the best predictor. The second inde-

pendent variable to be added to the regression
equation is that which provides the best pre-
diction in conjunction with the first variable.

You then proceed in this recursive fashion

adding variables step~-by-step until you have

the desired number of independent varibles or

until no other variable will make a significant

contribution to the prediction equation.

Table 9.1 contains the findings of our stepwise
analysis. In column one are presented the multiple corre-
lations between the independent variables taken together
(from one to all five) and the dependent variable. The
square of these scores in the second column represent the
proportions of the total variation in anti-Semitism
accounted for by the explanatory variables acting together.
Differences between the sgquared scores and the simple
correlations are listed in the third and fourth columns
respectively. '

In column two of Table 9.1, economic mistreatment and
perceived exploitation appear to be the best predictors
of intolerance toward Jews. Together, they explain about
40 per cent of the variance on this index or about 90 per
cent of the total variation explained by all five factors
when jointly considered. '

Notice in the same column that age ranks a distant

third, adding little to the first two variables,

187



881

TABLE 9.1

STEPWISE MULTIPLE REGRESSION OF FIVE INDEPENDENT VARIABLES

Independent Multiple R R Square RSQ Chsnge Simple R

Variables ; T (1) (2) (3) (4)
Economic . 547 .300 = .500 547
HMistreatment
Percedived ’ ©.639 E . 408 .108 «540
Exploitotion ;

Age 656 430 e (022 -.352
Intimate Equale .660 436 .006 =-,101

Status Con:a;t
Education . <661 437 .000 «121
N=273




contributing an additional 2 per ceﬁt to the explainea
picture. This, however, cannot be taken to indicate that
it is of little or no 1mportance_f6r anti-Semitism. A
definite correlation between age and anti-Semitism is
observed in column four--the younger the person, the
gréater the likelihood of scoring high on the index of
anti-Semitism (-.352). More striking is the finding that
intimate, equal—siatus cofitactiand educationiadd even

less to the picture, contributing less than one per cent
of the-variation. And of thg five factors, they are least
correlated with the dependent variable (.101 an& -.121
respectively). In short, it is the economic aspects of
BlackQJewish relations that'pﬁbover the greatest port;on
of the picture of anti-Semitism in the Black community.
This facet of interaction includes both the gquality of
contact with Jews in economic contexts and the definitions
of those relations (economiq mistreatment and perceived
exploitation). Thus, the hypothesis proposed in Chapter
I1TI--that the economic dealings with Jews may be one
‘source, or at least correlates of antipathy toward Jews

among Blacks--is clearly supported in this investigation.

Practical Implications of Findings

After demonstrating the predictive value of the

variables we draw our analysis to a close by considering
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the practical import of the findings reported. One of the
major tasks of researchers is to establish patterns in as
many different setfings as possible for the problem at
hand, and to extrapolate inferences from them to untested
situations. In many of the studies of race and social
conflict, sociologists have centered largely on the anti-
pathy of Whites. And from these investigations, the fol-
'1o;ing patferns have been found: 1) persons with some
college education tend to be more tolerant toward minori-
ties than those who have received less education; 2) the
older the respondent, the greater the likelihood of
‘ scoring high on measures of prejudice; and 3) if the old
are more inclined to be intolerant than the voung, this is
interpreted as being due to their educational backgrournd.
Using these data as a springboard for programs of social
change, researchers oriented toward policy making have
looked to the role of education as one major source of
attitude change--one means of breaking strongly held ties
among Whites to traditional provincialism and stereotypes.
In addition, these engineers have viewed the young as more
receptive to attitude change, less set in their ways than
the old. And as a result, they have hypothesized that
more productive results (i.e., in reducing racial intol-
erance) would be achieved by selecting the youth to "edu-

cate.®” However, this line of reasoning has not clearly
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delineated the parameters of its application. Con;e-
guently, we have been implicitly led to believe that these
findings also hold for other groups as well--in particu-
lar, for minorities. I
In stark contrast to the "education-age" approach
applied to Whites, the present data regarding anti-Semi-
tism among Blacks indicate that it is not the less edu-
ca£ed and the old who are most inclined toward intolerance
against Jews but precisely the reverse--the young, educa-
ted Black. Further, regardless of education, the young
continue to be more hostile than their elders. For exam-
ple, among respondents who have at least some college
education, fully 77 per cent of those under 30 score high
on the index of anti-Semitism. Among those in their
middle years (30-49), 69 per cent score as high, but only
22 per cent of the oldest group (50 and older) are as in-
tolerant. In short, the relationshipé among age, educa-
tion, and prejudice established among samples of Whites
cannot be presuméd to hold for all groups in American
society, as this sample of Blacks give witness. Unlike
majority Whites, then, we cannot assume:
- 1) that elderly Blacks as well will be more
inclined toward anti-Semitism than the
young (the older, the more prejudiced);
2) nor can we assume that education explains
anti-Semitism among certain age groups

of Blacks in the same vein (the better
the education, the less prejudiced).
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It will be recalled that in Chapter IV agé is not a
static variable, but one ;hat has implications for social
change. It was reasoned that differences by age in the

- scores of antipathy toward Jews are indicative of a
growing mood of disenchantment within the Black commﬁnity
that affects the yéung in particular. If anti-White sen-
timents are becoming more prevalent in thié cormunity
wherein each successive cohort is becoming more hostile,
we are faced with.the folloving prospect: Social engi-
neers may have to reconsider their standard approach in
confronting racial conflict. The liberalizing effect ed-
ucation may have had for other groups (Whites) may become
less effective with each succeeding generation of Blacks.
What direction of ethnic research then might policy makers
consider? One path suggested by our data can best be seen
by noting the shifting strategies among minorities in
coping with racial intolerance. 'That is, these strategies
may be instructive in pointing to issues that Blacks have
defined as more salient to their concerns and consequently
of greater significance for attitude change. ' '

After World War i;, through the Fifties and up into
the early Sixties, the civil rights movement became a
rallying peint for many minorities. The goal‘espoused by
this movement is well known to many--integration, espe-

cially of the public schools. Prominent among its

192



Bupporters, at least among its rank-and-file (and in some
caseé its leadership) were the young and the éollege edu~
cated. Implicit in their approach were attempts to draw
together on a more personal and cooperative ground. This
exposure among social eguals would perhaps have more
favorable and lasting effects than the impersonal, caste~
like relations of the past. In the context of this study
this approach strongly resembles what we have referred to
as "intimate, equal-status contact.” But egalitarian con=-
tact of an intimate nature as one form»of integration ap-
pears to be just as ineffective as education in dealing
‘with the growing mood of Black hostility (Table 9.2). If
_any major effect is noted, it is only among those 50 and
older, where 2 in 10 (22 per cent) exposed to such contact
with Jews score high on our measure of anti—Seﬁitism:
in other words, the potential modifying effect of this
factor appears limited to the older generations of Blacks.
However, for those between 30 and 49, about half (55 per
cent) score as high. Perhaps most discouraging for those
still hopeful that the strategy of integration works in
. predictable ways to reduce intergroup hostility is the
.finding that 2 in 3 (67 per cent) among the young (20-29)
having such contact with Jews score as intolerant.

Since the mid-Sixties, minorities in increasing

numbers have looked to other strategies. They have charged
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TABLE 9.2

SRIFTING STRATEGIES IN COPING WITH RACIAL CONFLICT
IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY BY SCORES ON THE INDEX OF
ANTI-SEMITISM, CONTROLLING FOR AGE

Per Cent High on Anti-Semitism

20-29 30-49 50 and older
Intinate Equal=- 672 552 221
Status Contact 2 (27) (40) (23)
Economic 892 802 50%
Kistreatment P (46) (66) (18)
Perceived 832 7AR 472 .
Exploitation © (58) (83) (38)

Those exposed to at least one instance of equal-status
contact of an intimate nature with Jews. See Chapter V.

Respondente having experienced at least one case of mis=
treatment in economic dealings with Jews. See Chapter VI.

Pereons who score three or more on the index of perceived
exploitation that ranges from a low of zero to a high of
five. See Chapter VII for details on this measure.
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that the goals of integration have fallén far short of
expectationé. The subordinate and dependent status of
minorities remains a constant reminder that altermatives
are necessary. &As a result, rather.than working for
integration, the problem of confronting tactics of racial
oppression received increasing support during this decade,
in particular from the younger generation of Blacks. Two
indicators for this shift by generation can be observed:
1) economic mistreatment of minorities; and 2) minorities’
definitions of their relations with Whites (i.e., per-
ceived exploitation). For the first indicator, note that
the relationship between economic mistfeatment and anti-
Semitism becomes more pronounced with each successive gen-
eration. For those under 30, almost 9 in 10 (89 per cent)
express their antipa against Jews by scoring high on
the index of anti—Jewish beliefs, whereas 1 in 2 of those
50 and older score as intoﬁfrant (50 per cent). Despite
the fact that each age group has been exposed to the same
form of mistreatment, the young are far more hostile to- |
ward Jews than the old. Likewise, the same can be said
for their definitions of economic relations with Jews (83,
74, and 47 per cent). The most distinctive differences by
age occur between persons less than 50 and those 50 and
older. Further, cbserve that within each age category,

both economic factors are far more predictive of the
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dependent variable than the strategy of integration
{intimate, equal-status contact). This should not be
surprising. These data are consistent with findings in
the previous table (9.1).

Thus, in the shift in strategies from integration
to “"get-Whitey-ofif-my-back," we are suggesting that Black
hostility may be linked to more basic issues than educa-
tiﬁn and intimate, equﬁl-staté contact. Thelﬁery structure
" of ﬁppressiOn for them is the focal point that has been
g0 costly. This oppression has no; been unique to the
economic sphere, but characteristic of the complex web of
institutional and informal networks of relationships with
White society. Economic mistreatment and contiﬁued aware-
ness of exploitation have merely reaffirmed the oppressive
nature of Blacks' relations with White society. For many
minorities, then, education and intimate, egual-status
contact have appeared at best as piecemeal approaches.
They have not altered-the basic position of minorities
in this society as a group subordinate to Whites. This
situation is perhaps what the young have meant by "politi-
cally conservative tactics"--combating racial conflict by
informing parts of the public through education and inte-
gration, while the structure of oppression is unaltered.
By implication, then, attitude change among each sucdes-

sive generation of Blacks ma? not be linked to the
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Little Rock, Arkansas
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The second National Black Political Convention, under the
auspices of the National Black Assembly, held in Little Rock,
Arkansas - a site selected, according to the conveners, because
it symbolizes gains blacks have made in their struggle against
white power - differed significantly from the first National
Black Political Convention held in Gary, Indiana just two years
previously. The Gary Convention widely publicized before, during,
and after the event, was viewed (by most blacks) as a significant
coming together of disparate segments of the black community to
advance black political, social and economic needs with the various
~groups and ideologies submerged for the greater good. '"Unity with-
out uniformity'" was the proclaimed theme, and the hoped for adhesive
which would bind blacks together for the common good .,

The high resolve of the Gary Convention - political action
addressed to black needs - was to be implemented through the forma-
tion of local black assemblies, which would determine local black
needs, and provide the nucleus for grass roots, black political
power. If the black assemblies were to function between black
political conventions, and if it was anticipated that strong, local
black organizations would give cohesion and force to a National
Black Political Assembly,’they‘failed in that task.

The "unity without unlformlty theme" proved to be a thin veneer,
which could not cover over widespread ideological differences and
personality clashes in the immediate aftermath of Gary. . The Gary
Convention's harsh and gratuitous anti-Israel resolution among others,
caused serious defections, particularly on the part of black elected
officials, most of whom were now wary of participating in proceedings
which would jeopardize local power bases should it call for a black
political party and gave every indication of perpetuating an anti-
Israel posture.

The Little Rock Convention was poorly organized, poorly planned,
and poorly attended. The ruling triumvirate of Congressman Charles
Diggs, Mayor Richard Hatcher, and Imamu Baraka, .conveners of the
Gary Convention and co-chairmen of the parent National Black Assembly,
split when Diggs withdrew as a convener of the Little Rock Convention.
Some 3,500-4,000 delegates were expected. Some 1,718 came in contrast
to the estimated 6,000 to 8,000 delegates and alternates present at
Gary. In the majority of cases, local black assemblies or state
conventions were not held until a month or two preceding Little Rock,
and reports indicate that only 29 states and the District of Columbia
actually did meet. In theory, all delegates were supposed to have
been chosen in community elections open to every black resident, but
methods varied. In one instance, delegates were democratically se-
lected through ward conventions involving more than 1,000 participants.
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Other delegations were hand-picked by state and local assembly
leaders. In many instances, delegates discovered that there was
no money to pay for their living expenses and travel.

In the interval between conventions, most black officials
did not participate in local assemblies for a variety of reasons,
thereby creating a vacuum into which rushed the black nationalists,
who thereby dominated the planning for and subsequently, the proceed-
ings at Little Rock. Impartial observers concluded that nationalists
were more concerned with creating and dominating a political struc-
ture than in working within the existing political parties.

Black nationalists, themselves divided by ideological disputes,
sought to organize the Little Rock Convention around the theme:
"Organizing for Political Power."

The Convention's Execntjve Committee meeting in Little Rock
a week before the formal proceedlngs fought, bickered, and quarreled
over such questions as format, who was to be the keynoter.
The selection of newly elected Atlanta Mayor Maynard Jackson,
was bitterly opposed by some because he had not previously partici-
pated in the organization. For reasons not yet clear, the Rev.
‘Jesse Jackson, an important and charismatic figure at Gary, was
(according to press reports) not invited, although he subsequently
did put in a brief appearance.

Lack Of planning, and poor organizing by the convention planners,
and a lack of finances were also manifest at Little Rock. Convention
planners quarreled with members of the community. Leon Modeste of
New York, Chairman of the Planning Committee for the Black Convention,
complained bitterly over a proported lack of courtesy on the part
of the Little Rock officialdom, and that hotel operators were ''cold"
-to the delegates and that merchants refused to extend credit insis-
ting that all supplies be paid for in cash:

Convention officials had hoped to use Central High School for
the convention because of its historical significance but initially
were unable to do so because of the $1,300 rental fee demanded by
the local Board of Education. (Ultimately, things took a turn for
the better when two local officials signed a $5,000 bank note to
provide ready cash and city Convention Bureau officials helped in
locating rooms for the delegates and creating a clearinghouse . for
information on hotel room availability.)

Convention proceed1ngs themselves were frequently chaotic and
press accommodations were so poor that it was impossible to learn
authoritatively what was transpiring. Many white reporters left
sessions in disgust, and black reporters complained bitterly not
only about poor facilities but paradoxically the lack of cooperation

given them in contrast to what they felt was the favored treatment
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shown the white reporters and television representatives. Ethel
Payne, a prominent black commentator on the C.B.S. radio network
and columnist for the Chicago Daily Defender, spoke of "harass-
ment and intimidation of black reporters by overzealous security
people. Queried about these complaints, black reporters for the
major white dailys covering the Convention denied that there was
any difference in treatment, and that they too found Convention
officials uncooperative. -

In the five or six weeks preceding the Convention date,
there were persistent rumors that another anti-Israel resolution
would be introduced, a significant factor in the determination by
all but two members of the Black Congressional Caucus and other
prominent black elected officials not to attend the proceedings.
Diggs, generally considered to be the most politically powerful
black member of Congress, in February 26th letters to Mayor
Hatcher and Imamu Baraka, declared that he would not be a candi-
date for reelection to his post as Chairman of the National Black
Assembly, although he would retain his membership in the Michigan
Black Assembly. Diggs is reported to have said that increasing
Congressional responsibilities made it impossible for him 'to
‘devote the proper time to the National Black Assembly and that
he thought he could make his contribution best felt through his
activities in the U.S. Congress.'" There were well informed re-
ports, however, that Diggs was unwilling to attend out of a de-
sire not to offend Detroit Mayor Coleman Young, who, as a delegate
to the Gary Convention walked out of the proceedings, and because
of the Congressman's concern about the anti-Israel resolution.
Other black elected officials, sensing perhaps the lack of politi-
cal muscle by local black assemblies fearful of falling from grace
'with their parties hierarchy by becoming enmeshed in proceedings
which would create a black political party, or involvement with
militant black revolutionaries, stayed away in significant numbers.
The only national black elected political figures at the Convention
were Congressman Ron Dellums of Callfornla and Charles Conyers of
Michigan. ‘

The dominant pre-Convention organizer and personality
again was Imamu Baraka, the Newark poet/politician. Authoritative
‘reports indicate that it was Baraka who insisted on the introduction
of a strong resolution condemning Israel despite warnings from more
politically astute and experienced members of the Convention who
recognized that any such a resolution would have a divisive affect.
Several prominent blacks including Congressmen Conyers and Dellums
(again, according to reports), sought unsuccessfully to dissuade
Baraka. : '

The Convention opened on Friday, March 15, with the reading
by Imamu Baraka of a report of the steering committee. It assessed
the black situation in America today as one "of unrelieved crisis
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for our people'" and declared that "white politicians offered

no hope for a real change.'" The nation's cities were described

as '"crime haunted dying grounds' where countless blacks faced
permanent unemployment. Further, that "neither the courts nor

the prisons contribute to anything resembling justice or refor-
mation'"; that schools are unable or unwilling to educate our
children; that "in every area of our lives, the American insti-
tutions in which we have placed our trust are unable to cope

with the crisis'" and that corporations are marked by their single-
minded dedication to profits for some and white supremacy above all.

Acrimonious debate over the adoption of reports by the
Rules and Convention Committee and other speeches occupied the
delegates attention on the opening night proceedings which were -
frequently punctuated by angry outbursts from delegates.

Saturday's session consisted, in the main, of "how to"
workshops, followed by a general session devoted to
speeches and parliamentary maneuvering marked by delegates
complaints over the use by the chair of procedures dictated by
Roberts Rules. Major debate evolved around the question of how
to reduce the 200 prepared resolutions down to a workable number.

Most of the daytime sessions on Saturday were given over
to "how to'" workshops with Convention organizers frequently empha-
sizing that they were the most important aspect of the entire
proceedings. The workshops, which covered seven areas, included
one led by Congressman Conyers, which was concerned with 'campaign
financing."  Other workshops included community struggles,
~housing, education, criminal justice, labor, .and black assemblies.
Reports from the convention indicated that the session on labor
was debated from a Marxist perspective and, among other things,
embraced a theoretical discussion of Communism.

Throughout the Convention, its lack of organization was
manifest with-all sessions starting late, sometimes as much as
two hours behind schedule. Keynoter Maynard Jackson emphasized
the need for blacks to organize and develop a strategy capable
of winning greater political victories,and called for a '"door
to door effort'" to organize the vast potential in the 'vast .
black belt extending from Virginia through Arkansas.'" Mayor
Richard Hatcher, in a widely publicized speech, delivered on
Saturday evening, ignored an unwritten rule that black leaders
do not criticize other black leaders in public. He bitterly
castigated political leaders and other prominent blacks who
refused to participate in the Convention. With considerable
Thetorical flourish, Hatcher asked: "Where are the newly elected
officials? Where are the mayors, congressmen, the political
paupers who became political prima donnas as a result of our
awareness after Gary?'" Singled out for special scorn were
Congressman Diggs, Roy Wilkins, Vernon Jordan, Floyd McKissick,
and Senator Edward Brooke. Hatcher's speech was severely
criticized by the influential James Hicks of the Amsterdam
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News as ''regrettable because at the very time he was calling

for unity among blacks, he was systematically destroying the
very unity he was calling for." Congressman Ron Dellums, in

an apparent allusion to the anti-Israel resolution in Gary and
the contemplated anti-Israel resolution in Little Rock, declared
that: '"We need to stop passing resolutions and stop fighting
each other over twelve words on a piece of paper that doesn't
mean anything when you pass it."

Baraka, officially designated Secretary General of the
National Black Political Convention, in a Saturday night speech
before an estimated 1,600 people called for '"total overthrow of
all forces that seek to define the experiences of black people
and urged that blacks adopt "a revolutionary ideology' based
on the experiences of "anybody who has been successful in revo-
lution."  Baraka charged that: '"Capitalism and the industrial
revolution have enslaved blacks" and declared that 'black people
all over the world must try to find a way to take money away
from the large corporations who have become rich riding on the
backs of the Negro." Obviously pandering to the sentiments of
the delegates, he b1tter1y attacked black members of Congress
for embracing Israel in its struggle against the Arabs. ("If
the Black Congressional Caucus was doing its job, $2.5 billion
would not go to defeating the Arabs, while a plddllng $25 million
went to six African nations to fight the drought in the Sahel.")
Baraka, as did Hatcher, received a standing ovation.

, North Carolina's Owusu Sadaukai, the third speaker to
bring the delegates to their feet for a standing ovation, was

the most outspoken revolutlonary at the Convention. He condemned
"slick talking black elected officials" for '"riding the crest of
the black movement'" for their own personal aggrandizement.
Sadaukai, President of the Malcolm X Liberation University and
National Chairman' of the African Liberation Support Committee,
the prime organizers of nationwide African Liberation Day
demonstrations, challenged the assembly to become a fighting
organization "sitting in with welfare mothers, marching in the
street, supporting rent strikes, and other local activities"
which, if successfully carried through, will enable us to ''quit
begglng anointed leaders to return because we will get new
‘leaders." 'Said Sadaukai: "We can no longer afford the myth

of power of black elected off1c1als in the system of capitalism."”
(Subsequently, Hatcher, commenting on Sadaukai's speech, observed
that ‘it would now be extremely difficult to convince black
elected officials that this is an organization that really
welcomes them )

Hatcher, Baraka, and Sadaukai, the Convention's three
major speakers, apparently spelled out areas on which each
ideological faction would not compromise. Hatcher patently
desires a movement which will embrace all political groups
in Black America; Baraka is seeking to develop a revolutionary
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movement that is Socialist, anti-capitalist, and anti-American,
while Sadaukai, who according to reports had strong differences’
with Baraka, believes that the future of Black America lies in
struggle, not in electoral politics. Judging from the applause,
it was difficult to determine who struck the most responsive

chord or what the delegates really felt. It is apparent, however,
that both Baraka and Sadaukai were appealing for a militant
nationalist philosophy with both denouncing neo-Colonialist, petty
bourgeois black elected officials with Sadaukai generally adherlng
to a Marxist Leninist philosophy.

As was the case in Gary, the concluding Sunday session was
given over to resolutions and sparked the most controversy and
debate. Like Gary, the resolutions were offered in the waning
moments of the Convention when no more than 300 of the 1 718
elected delegates remained on the floor.

As of this writing, it is impossible to determine precisely
the wording of the 9 resolutions out of the approximately 200
that were considered and passed by the resolutions committee.
Copies of the resolutions were unavailable to the general press,
and most reporters, dismayed at the chaos on the floor at the time
resolutions were being debated, had given up and departed from
the convention hall. However, it is known that in the main they
were ''mationalist" in origin, and many dealt with Africa. Reports
suggest that others ignored ideological questions to grapple with
‘the gut issues of jobs, hunger, justice, housing, political influ-
ence, better schools, watchdog committees over prisons and mental
institutions, all of which seemed to proclaim that as yet there
had been no significant improvement in the black condition.

Convention drama and tension revolved around two key reso-
lutions - the one anti-Israel, the other calling for the formation.
of an independent black political party. The first, submitted to
the Resolutions Committee by the New Jersey Black Assembly, itself
led by Baraka, reportedly would have placed the organization on
record "in support of Arab struggles of national liberation'" and
in opposition to "Zionist-Israeli expansionism, racism, and im-
perialism.”" Debate within the Resolutions Committee was sharp,
according to observers with one unidentified "influential black
p011t1c1an" predicting that if the resolution passed, the '"organ-
1zat10n is gone." -

The precise language of the anti-Israel resolution which
ultimately passed by a Convention voice vote is not known. It is
believed however that the resolution, as read at the Convent1on,
was substantially as follows:

Whereas most of the Palestinian people have been
removed from their traditional homeland and remain
removed from their traditional homeland and '
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Whereas the United States Government has voted 2.2
billion dollars in military aid to Israel to wage
war against Arab peoples while at the same time
appropriating less than 25 million dollars to

help six African nations suffering from drought in
the SAHEL and .

Whereas page 15 point 12 of the National Black Poli-
tical Agenda supports the position of the Organiza-
tion for African Unity and the UN Commission on
Human Rights in opposing the Israeli Government s
expansionist policy

Be it therefore resolved that this convention
condemn the racism of all elected officials who
voted for the 2.2 billion dollars mentioned above.

As was the resolution on Israel, the one looking to the
formation of an independent black polltlcal party was promoted
by the nationalists, but after heated floor debate, was tabled
by an overwhelming voice vote. It appeared to be the consensus
of the majority that Black Assemblies had failed to do the neces-
sary organizational work in the communities to justify the forma-
tion of a national party. While some delegates argued that
ideological differences made the proposal for a black party
"unrealistic," the prevailing sentiment was that the best way to
build a party was to go home and build a solid base.

Either in the spirit of conciliation or resignation,
Baraka subsequently called the tabling of the motion "reasonable'",
and promised that it would be again brought up in a contemplated
September meeting of the parent Black National Political Assembly.

The other resolutions, in essence, called for:

. The formation of a national black United Fund of
-$2.5 million by the end of the year and a goal of
$10 million by 1976.

. Enactment of an "Urban Homestead Act" that would
enable black city dwellers to own homes.

. Support for progre351ve "revolutions" in African
countries.
Formation of a "black court of appeals" to assist
black "political prisoners'" in obtaining their
release. The measure also demanded that black
defendants be afforded a '"true jury of their peers."

. Opposition to most forms of psychological testing in
public schools on the grounds.that they do not relate
to black students. The measure also called for more
opén admission standards in the country's law schools.
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... Self-determination for the black residents of
Washington, D,C. and opposition to the Home Rule
'Bill recently passed by Congress.

. Opposition to new rules for choosing delegates to
the Democratic National Convention.
. Support for African Liberation Day

The emotional highlight of the Convention was a special
testimonial on Saturday, March 16 at Central High School for
Daisy Bates, local NAACP leader in a fight to breach the segre-
~gation barriers 17 years ago. Also honored at the meeting were
parents of the other students who were the first nine blacks to
attend the formerly all white high school. Central High School
became available when a $1,000 check was deposited with the school
board. The attending pol1ce and firemen waived their customary
fees, which in no small measure contributed to the availability
of the historic site.

_ Social critic and comedian Dick Gregory closed the
Convention., He admonished the delegates 'mot to worry about

some of the things they were worrying about" and complimented

them for bringing disputes into the open rather than hiding them
behind closed doors. Noting that there had been some heat at the
Convention over the Arab/Israeli resolution, Gregory contended

that it was a phony issue. ''There isn't any Arab/Israeli conflict",
he said, "it's a Russian/American conflict."

Shortly after the conclusion of the Conventlon, criticism
surfaced from within the black community. Generally speaking,
important black newspapers criticized the Convention for arguing
ideology instead of attempting to forge a unified political
entity, and for attempting to equate Baraka's ideology with national
black ideology. Charles Kenyatta, writing in the Amsterdam News
of March 30th, opined that events appear to have been stage-
managed and that "it was not an open convention.'  Muhammad
Speaks, official organ of the disciplined Black Muslims, irked
perhaps because a representative of the movement was denied
permission to address the Convention, declared in its April 5th
issue that most of the leaders at the Convention were concerned
with seeking positions of prominence for themselves either to.
satisfy their quest for power, money, or ego satisfaction.

On Monday, March 18, 1mmedlate1y after the delegates
departed,representatives of three local black organizations at
a press conference denounced the Convention as '"disgusting", a
”fallure “ and "a mockery," and charged that Convention leaders
were more interested in making speeches and enhancing their
political image than in dealing with the problems of suffering
and oppressed blacks. The Afro-American of April 2nd declared:
"It is nonsense to demand unity when members of the Convention
are not sufficiently mature and sophisticated to see the need of
compromise for progress,'" and said the Afro-American, "decrying
leadership that has its strength in the electorate or in the
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power and influence of its organization is a self-

-defeating strategy."

Delegates themselves in the main expressed satis-
faction with the proceedings, with the prevailing belief
being that despite differences of opinion and ideology,
the Convention was a success simply because delegates
did come. Hope was predominate that somehow in the
future a greater degree of unity would develop among
blacks, A consensus of the attending delegates, despite
little supportive evidence, seemed to be that the agenda
including the anti-Israel resolution was sufficiently

moderate so that any black official could live with it,

* & ® kX % % X R R R

Any objective assessment of the Convention and
the basic structure that implements resolutions of
biennial Conventions must take into account the obvious
problems which remain. First and foremost, as yet there
has not emerged a black ideology that is anywhere near
reaching a consensus. And prospects for developing
something that the masses will support are indeed bleak.
What now remains is a symbiotic relationship between
nationalists, Marxist revolutionaries, and those who
wish to work within the existing political system,
The Convention's divisiveness suggests that the stresses
and strains on the fragile unity may be too great. It
will be difficult at best to convince the rank and file:
black voter that the National Black Assembly has the
potential for becoming a political force capable of
submerging specific causes of those who control the
apparatus to the needs of most blacks.

‘The Black Assembly leadership appears to be
badly splintered what with the influential black
politicians avoiding participation in-the National

Black Assembly and questioning the need for an appara-

tus that seems destined to create more divisiveness than
unity. Mayor Hatcher, one of the few prominent black
officials who actively participated in the Convention
is reported now to have serious afterthoughts., Hatcher,
reportedly remains convinced that the road to success
lies in concentrating on the basics of political organi-
zing and electing blacks to political office. Baraka,
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still the dominant force 'in’ the parent National Black
Political Assembly and still passionately anti-Israel,

on the other hand appears to be unyielding,-and commltted
to "a total overthrow of. all systems that define [sic] us
at this point."

_ Baraka's post-Convention assertion that a black
political party is a certainty is debatable. "Those who
presently control the Black Assembly apparatus suffer from
what appears to-be a lack of organizing ability, the know-
how which could come from the participation of black elected
officials, or the means to obtain the requisite finances
necessary to create a viable structure. :Even more signifi-
cant is the fact that the leadership fails to recognize or
ignores ‘the reality’ that the majority of blacks prefer to
work within the existing system, and have given no evidence
that they are ready or willing to part1c1pate in a second
Amerlcan revolutlon .

-
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be: Bertranm H. Gold
Seymour Samet
Hyman Bookbinder
Marc Tanenbaum
Ernest Green

June 14, 1274

¥r. Bayard Rustin, Exeqgutive Diraectox
A. Philip Randolph Institute

260 Park Avenue South

tiew York, Hew York 16010

Dear Bayards

Thanks for sending me copies of your nawspaper columns and your
letter to the Hall Street Journal on the problem of quotas. X
think they're great. 7aay uo an oxcellent job on oné aspect of
quotas, but we still must face the problem of what we do, absent
full employment. Thers I think we have to stress our push for

an affirmative action program, but one based on Justice Dounglasg®
approach -~ of dealing with the problems of all the disadvantaged,
rather than just the minorities, :

Language to achieve that approach might he aleng the lines of whlt
I proposed several years ago for Mtayor Lindsay®s Executive Order
#20 on job-training programs in BHew York City. I suggested that
it should include & sentencs saying the following: “Ancng its
duties, the Manpower and Career Development Agency is to recruit,

smm, and place i.ndividmls from the minori disadvan-~
J20 DaX: der—emplo d mﬁg Ig appropriate jobs

'p%ﬂﬁfﬁhiﬁﬂtﬂﬁt

The underlined languag§e aveids ths difficulties of guctas, and the
language is the same as that used by the Plasterers and Cement
Zasons Unicn in a national training agreement with the Portland
Cament Asscciation and the U.S. Department of Labor. It is similar
to the approach of the Recruitment and Praining Progran Inc., which
recruits heavily among Blacks and Puerto Ricans, but accepts any
of the disadvantaged, under-employed and underskilled who come to

- 1ts ,doors, including BEasidic Jews.

I'¢ like your reaction to this approach. Should we get together
a few leading peoples from Black groups, Jowish groups and unioms
to dgvelop and expand this approach as a new thrust for effsctive
affirmative action?

Cordially,

Hf:eak :
: HEaryy Pleischran
Race Relations Coordinator
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THE WALL STREET JOURNAL,
Monday, March 25, 1974

Mr. Rustin on Quotas
Editor. The Wall Street Journal: |

I agree with a number of the points in
your editorial, "Judging the Racial Quo-
tas” (Mar. 11)., But you miss the point
when you assert that "The idea of ‘reverse
discrimination' gained curreazy with the
Negro clvil 1ights movement of a decade
past.’”” .

The controversy over quotas and prefl-
erential treatment did not originai2 in the
agenda of the civil rights movemeni, ex-
cept insofar £s that movement provided
the impetus for all subsequent efforts to
anhance the status of minoritics. The lead-
ers of the civil rights movement—King,
Randolph, Wilkins, and others—were ex-
plicit in opposing reverse discrimination.
They wers opposéq  on  pinlosaphical
zrounds, but were also motivated by prag-
matic political econsiderations. Foar they
recngnized (hat to transform the demand
for Negro rights into a call for the dis-
placement of whites would inevitably elicit
instantaneous &nd widespread resistance
from a sociely otherwise disposed to view
the civil rights Agenda favorably.

The quota controversy Is, in fact. a re-
cent pheasmenon. Quotas were aol. we
should remember, an issue In the 1963
presidentinl election, as they were in 1372
Which brings us to o basic point, albeit ons
which is often overlooked or dismissed na
of secondary importance, And that s thal
quotas are the progeny, nol af the program
of the civil righta movement, but rather of
the econamlc polleics of the Nixon admin-
istration ntid of the shcricomings of the ad-

aticn's bure ¥.

Black unemployment has, after all,
risen subsiantinlly since 2ir. Nixon as-

d office. In L of an exp |

cconomy, which guaraniced that affirma-
tive action efforts c.ild succeed without
the requirement o! rume-ical goals, the
labor market his tightened. and many
blacks whe were hired baeause of aflirma-
tive action programs found themselves
once again out of work.

Leaving the gquestion of the economy

aside, the {ssue {8 who has been ordering,

diresting and enforeing de facto guota hir-
ing. And the answer is the officials of the
Nixon admlinisteation. They have been im-
posing quotas largely because they have
heen asaigned n diffleult job—the increase
of minority and female enployment—in an
unfavorable economic climate, and are
ikus prepared to use whatever mean= are
at their disposai, no matter how undemo-
eratic these might be.

They are alio resorting to quotas for
another reason. And that is that this ad-

inlstration has abandoned the idea that a
democrallc society committed to upgrad-
ing those who have suffered from discrimi-
nation shouid proczed by providing com-
pensatory education and training that
would ennhle niinorities to enter the labor
force without sacrificing gualifications and
standards.

This was and stili is the goal of the civil
rights movement. Weakening the merit
principle and legitimate standards does no
benefil to society. least of all to minorities.
But It the finger of biame is tc be pointed,
it should be directed where i beiongs: at
an administration whose licies have
worsenad the plight of blacks, and whose
-attitudes have undermined th= basic ideals
of democracy.

BAYARD RUSTIN

Executive Director

‘A, Philip Randoiph Institute
New York

:Q
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BAYARD RUSTIN
SPEAKS
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Quoias: A Return
To The Token

The debate over quotas and preferential treatment for racial

_minorities is one of the most troublesome problems con

fronling sociely today. Very few people wili admit to [avoring

he eslablishment of numerical guidelines as a means of

abolishing discriminalion. Bul there is compelling evidence
that the quola concepl is being insinuated into almosl every
aspeet of social life. Hiring practices, college admissions
poiicies, political representation—all are being judged by the
standard of whether blacks. Spanish-speaking, and somelimes
women and young people are parlicipaling in proportion lo
their presence in the general population,

The reasons for the quota pnenomenon are complex. They
derive, however, from a basic source—the lethal effcets of
racism on American life. The only five blacks serve on Lhe 548
member Mississippi highway patrol ten years after passage of
the Civil Righls Act demonstrates that prejudice dics havd,
Racism persists; Lhe economie plight of black people is not
simply the legacy of past discrimination.

Quntas, however, are not the answer to racial injustice. And
for a’very good reason. Al ils root, Lthe quota philnsopiy
signifies an acceptance of a social order which has historically
deall harshly with minorities and the poor. Quotas imply that
the struggle 1o transiorm racist insiilutions is heing abon
doned, not for any radical or wilifant aiternative, bat for an
extended kind of tokenism,

11 is no accident Hial quolas have found favor wilh the Nigon
Administration, given the Administration’s record of racial
neglect. and considering lhe numeraus Administration efforts
to divide blacks from their tradilional allies.

The basic contradiction in the Administration approach is
reflected in unemployment statistics, For at lhe same tune as
Nixon officials have imposed quota systems. or asked courls (o
impose quola syslems, the deterioration of the economy has

“brought a nearly two-fold increase in the number of black

jobless.

Quotas have thus become an ineffective substitule [or a full
employment economy, expanded manpower training lo hasten
minority entry in the skilled lrades, and a comprehensive
education program to help blacks overcome the handicap of
inferior ghetto schools, i

By legilimizing the quola principle, moreover, the federal
government is perpeluating a myth that has had a devastating
impact on American race relations. This is the myih that
blacks must be given something in order 1o have something,

Certainly blacks are [amiliar with the image af the token—
the lone black who is assigned a conspicunus place, bul never
given responsibility or autonomy. The eivil rights movemnent
opposed lokenism, not simply because it was an inaduguate
response lo pervasive inequalily, bul also Dbecause it
recognized Lhal lokenism was a public relations manuever that
served neilher the interesis of black people orsociety.

The black who is hired because of a government-ordered
quota faces a similar predicament. Sociely will nol judge him
as an equal, as someone who succeeded on his own merit. And
he himself will be plagued by seli-doubt.

In addition 1o placing specific economic and social demands
before America. the civil rights movemenl was a struggle for
human dignity and individual seli-esteem. It spught o destroy
ine stereniypes which left Negroes psychnlogically-maimed
for cenluries.

Civil rights leaders themselves have always opposed reverse
discrimination (which is, after all, the inevitable result of
quotas.) They sought to enhance opporlunity [ur all—
economically, politically, and secially—so thal lhe black man
could be integrated into a sociely where slandards were un-
tarnished. Thus quotas did not eriginate in the agenda of the
civil righls movement. They rather violale its most fun-
damental ideas.
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The black community may soon [ace the [ormidable
challenge of finding an alternative lo the quotla system.
Although the Supreme Court, in the Defunis judgement.
avoided the issuc for the present, there are indications, par-
ticularly the minority opinion of JusticeWilliam Douglas, that
the high courl may eventually declare unconstitutional the
practice of cstablishing separale standards for blacks and
other minorities, s

Whatever finding the court reaches, it is important that
blacks begin lo consider the implications uf gquolas as a
sirategy for overcoming discrimination and achieving
economic justice. 1 have already slaled my objections Lo
quotas: in brief, 1 fecl quotas arc an exaggerated (orm of
tukenism which represent a poor subslitute for a full em-
ployment policy and have a devastating psychological cffect
on the very people they are designed to help.

Another important issue is the division between blacks and
their traditional allies which the quota conlroversy is creating.

In the Defunis case, for example, most of organized labor,
many Jewish organizations. and a numnber of while ethnic

e Ty
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Quotas And The "New Ethnicity” -

groups opposed the policy of giving minorities preferential upward mobility for themselves and their cinldren.
treatment  in  college admissions, while civil rights  And Lhey are reacting of social injustice by turning inward,
organizations supporied the practice. ' rejecting the possibility of broad social change while trying (o -
Further evidence of the divisive potential of quolas was grab a share of socicly's spoils for themsclves, with little
provided at a recent New York Conference on afficimative thought to the overriding consequences. They ave doing this,
action and preferential treatment. The participants included morcover, in the name of Jewish. Halian, or Irish or Polish
blacks, Puerto Ricans; Jews, Halina-Americans, and labor solidarity. .
unionists. These were individuals who would find (hemsclves  These are those who hail the resurgence of ethnic nwareness
in substanlial agreement on a broad range of social and asa positive development. And certainly it is important that
cconomic issues. Many had marched side by side wilh Martin individuals have a sense of pride in the traditions and ac-
Luther King and A. Philip Randolph in the most erucial and complishments of their ancestors,
dangerous campaigns of the civil rights movement. But much of wha!l pusses as the “New Ethnicity" 1s nothing
- But it was obvious that on Lhe quesiion of racial quotas, these more than a new tribalism, a worldwide phenomenon in which
Tistorically unified forces were poles distant. all social intercourse is judged by the degree it benefits a
We heard, during the course of the conference: -=A particular race, religion, or nationality.
spokesman for an Tlalian-American organization severely —Quolasare an inherent part of this phenomenon, They imply
criticize affirmalive action programs, declaring that Jtalian- that all problems can be solved by erccting a wall around one’s
Americans were syslematically discriminated against and own group, so that all oulsiders are excluded. Eventually, that
excluded from positions of influence in government and wall will become smaller, as sub-groups are formed bascd on
cducation. ~ their accent or social class, or whether they live in the city or
A woman insisted thal only Puerto Rican (as opposed lo country, Until {inally the wall become so small it excludes
Cuban or Dominican} leachers could relate to Pucrto Rican evervone, excepl the individual and his family.
children, just as, she asserled. only [lalian teachers of This is the real danger of the quola principle. And the im-
Milanese dialect would relate to Milanese- lalian children. pulse of ethnic isolation will persist unlil all thuse—blacks,
A voung law school graduate of working-class background white working people, and ethnic minorities—who share
criticized compensalery educalion programs for largely ex- common social problems join together lo develop effective
cluding whitle working class students. allernatlives lo tribalistic formulas. Dr. John Morscll,
As Ihe above examples indicate. many of the complaints Assistant Excculive Director of the NAACP, has already
bordered on the absurd. The problems of while working propesed that black groups initiate a dizlogue with other
people. as serious as lhey are, do not approach the grim organizations in order lo develop a common solution. Dr,
consequences of racial prejudice, Morsell’s proposal represents not enly an intelligent formula
But their [rustrations are real enough. They must deal with to defuse the explosive quota issue: it is the only way by which
subtle, condescerding prejudice, Many live just beyond the all who suffer (rom diseriminalion ean develop a broad
shadow of poverly and share with black people aspirations of strategy to overcame discrimination’s shackles,
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BOOK OF NUMBERS

CHAPTER XII

1. And Miriam and-Aqrbn spoke against Mases,beCausé of the Cusﬁite
woman whom he had married; for he had married a Cushite woman. 2.
And they said: 'Hath the Lord indee& spoken only with'ﬂoses? hath
He not spoken also with us? And the Lord heard it.';- 3. Now thg
man Moses was very meek, above all the men that were upon the face
of the earth. =-- 4. And the Lﬁrd spoke suddenly unt6 Mdses, and
unto Aaron, and unto Miriém: 'Come out ye three unto the tent of
meeting.' And Fhéy th;eé;came out. | 5. ;Aﬁd';he Lbfd éame.déwn in
a pillar of cloud, ﬁnﬁ{gﬁood at the door of the Tgﬁt, and called
Aaron and‘Miriam; ah&’they both came forth. 6. And He said: 'Hear
now My words: if there be a proéhé; éﬁong;ybg, I the Lord do make
Myself known unto hiﬁ in a vision. I 'do speak'wiéh him in a dream.
7. My servant Moses ié not so; he is frusted in all My house; 8.
with him do I speak mouth to mouth,even_manifestly, and not in dark
speeches; and the similitude of the Lord doth he behold, wherefore
then were ye not afraid to speak against My servant, against Moses?'
9. And the anger-df ;he Lord was kindled against them; and Hé de~
parted. 10. And whgn fhe cloud was removed from over the Tent,
behold, Miriam wasfleﬁrous, as white as snow; and Aaron looked upon
Miriam; and, behold, she was 1eprous.. 11. And Aaron said unto Moses:
'Ooh my lord, lay nof,'I pray thee, sin upon us, for that wé have done
foolishly, and for'ﬁhat we have sinned. 12. Let her not, I pray,

be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out



of his mother's womb.' 13. And Moses cried unfé the Lord, saying:
'Heal her now, O God, I beseech Thee,' 14. An@-the Lord said unto
Moses: 'If her father had but spit in her face, should she not hide
in shame seven days? let her be shut up without the camp seven days,
and after that she shall be brought in again.' 15. And Miriam was
shut up without the camp seven days; and the pedple journeyed not
till Miriam was brought in again. 16. And afterward the people

journeyed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran.



June 6, 1974

Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint
Office of the Dean
Harvard Medical School
25 Shattuck Street
Boston, Mass. -02115

Dear Dr. Poussaint:

I am very sorry that you will not be able to join us -
at our Conference at Fisk University. Ih‘mﬁlatymmﬂ.d
have had much to contribute. '

’mazﬂcyouverymmhforsmdugmmadvamaempydthe
article which you wrote for Ebony Magazine. It is a first-
rate piece and I know that we will want to circulate it widely
after it appears. Do let us know the next time you plan to be
mNewYoﬂcsomcmmwgemgettogeﬂm'

'Best regards.
Cordially,

Bertram H. Gold

bee: . Tanenbaum i, .

Samet
Fleischman
Bookbinder

oo
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One of the most alarming aspects of the DeFunis case that was recently

heard before the U.S. Supreme Court was the split that it revealed between
the Jewish and black communities. DeFunis, a Seﬁﬁatdic Jew, had charged
the Universitf of Washington Law School with reverse discriminatiqg_for
refusing'him admission but accepting several dozen minority students with
académic records and test scores allegedly weaker than his.
For the first time in decades, some segments of the Jewish community

find themselves at odds with the policies of major civil rights groups
made up of black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, and American Indian organizationﬁ.
However, I believe that it is important to put this disagreement iato
perspective and to understand that bf supporting DeFunis, influential Jewish
groﬁps like the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, the_American Jewish
Committee, and the Jewish Rights Couﬁcii were not necessar11§ béing anti-
black, although white racism was evident in one brief filed by DeFunis's
attornevs. They wrote: "The predominance of whites in the universitf law
school may well be explained by a lack of inélination or aptitude on the
part of blacks for such studies. Any observant person knows that certain
races have certain bents or inclinations. The fact that the heavyweight
boxing field is dominated by blacks does not prove that whites are excluded
by discrimination."

| Many blacks are puzzled by the stand that these organizations have

taken against affirmative action programs which clearly benefit non-white

minorities, and many have seen this stand as a sign of change in Jewish opinion.

I think that, instead, this opposition should be seen in part as anti-quota

t

tather than anti-black in its intent. Believe it or not, some Jews react

-

to the term "quota" in the same way that blacks respond when calléd Thoy ™
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that is, as a sign of bigotry and a term of oppression. Jewish organizations
specifically oppose quotas because in the past, and even today, quotas have been

used to keep Jews out of jobs and out of universities. In other words,

—

Jews have been held back by maximum quotas on their admission. for.fhat
reason, they have oféen advocated a strict merit system for admission to
schools And colleges, since they believe that any system of quotas potentially
puts Jewish students at a disadvantage. Forlexample, if students ﬁr jobs
were assigned to ethnic groups on fhe basis of population ratios alone, blacks
would gain 15% of the places and Jews oﬁly 3%. Thus, from many Jews'
standpoint, even though they support blacks' fight for equality, a real
threat to Jewish self-interest exists tf quotas become a quasi-legal
"American institution. |

It should be emphasized, however, that-university affirmative action
programs do not have to lead to quotas and should not mean discrimination
against Jewish and other white students. Blacks are, in effect, only demand-
ing minimum representation for miuoritiés in colleges and jobs in part to
remedylthe effects of past discrimination. Any attempt to impose a limiting ¢
quota on the admission of Jewish gtudents should be strongly opposed by
civil rights groups. Injustices against any and all minorities must be
rectified in the long-range interests of America, Therefore, former Supreme
‘Court Justice Artﬁur Goldberg, who disagreed with the powerful Jewish -
gfoups in the DeFunis dispute, commentea,_"It is tragic that the two most
-persecuted minorities should fall apart on this issue.” This is a feeling
that many blacks and Jews share.

The Jewish community has long been one of the strongest allies of

blacks. More than any other white group, they helped to spearhead and

support the civil rights movement. Members of the Jewish community gave
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a great deal of financial help to the chief civil rights organizationms.
Much more than that, during the height of the movement in the mid-60's,
-maﬁ& Jews went Southlto man the battle lines. Many Qere injured and several
died in the struggle for black equality. Two of the three civil-ézkhts
wﬁrkers murdered in.ﬁississippi duringwihe summer of '64 were Jewish,.
Michael Schwerner and Andrew Goodman, both from New York. The third victim
was James Earl Chaney, a black Mississippian. Thcse three gave their
lives because they believed in juséice and equality for all men. Schwerner -
and Goodman were like many other Jews in their special allegiance to the
"black cause. Despite some recent antagonism and mutuél resentment:between
the two groups, there can be no denial of the significance of Jews'
contribution to the fight for human justice. |

Nonetheless, some blacks suggest that Jews joined the civil rights
movement out of self-interest because they believed that relieving black
oppression would strengthen barriers ag;inst J;wiah oppression, Even if
true, this is not a motivation for which anyone should feel ashaméd.
.BlackS'too must fight oppression against any group because the violation
of one group's rights endangers everyone's rights. The late Rev. Martin
Luther King, Jr. taught us that it was important to be concerned with the
plight of al} oppressed groups. In his well-known lettef from a Birmingham
jail in 1963, he wrote, "It was illegal to aid alJew in Hitler's Germany.
Even so, I am sure that had I lived in Germany at the time, I would have
"aided and ;omforted my Jewish broﬁhers."

To suggest that Jews were not sincerely interesfed in black liberation
is to ignore some obvious historical facts. Jews had little tg'gain directly

from helping blacks. 1In fact, by supporting blacks they were often risking

ey e o — = .- mmin e i " A et v ———g———ran
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their own well-being and saféty. For exémple,.i: became common for
white racists to accuse "Jewish ComﬁunistsP ﬁith insﬁiggting blackl
uprisings. With racism as strong as it is in America, being pro-black
has never been aﬁ‘advaﬁtage. Yet the commitment of many whites including
Jews was superf%cial and shortlived. Many quickly left the movement and
returned to live in racially restricted, all-white suburbs.
Today, Qome Jewish leaders and particularly Jewish lawyers continue

to-defend black militants in court and quietly aécept some of their' .
- defendants' "hate-whitey" attitudes. Lately, in the theater, arts and

the movies, Jews have often helped blacks gain entry and prominence. On
our college campuses it has more often than not been Jewish professors who
have sponsored and supported programs for increased minority recruitment

and enrollment. However, the Jewish community is not completely liberal.
There are bigots among them who continue to refer to blacks derogatorily
with the Yiddish word "shvartzer." Some blacks and Jews have chafged Jewish
social scientists with playing a significant role in the new academic racism
‘which implies that blacks are innately inferior. There is both good and bad
in current Jewish-black relations which can get worse or better. :

Deséite the traditional alliance between Jews and blacks in the

fight for civil rights, right now the DeFunis case has brought widespread
publicity to an alleged Jewish-black split. It is true that a decision in
- favor of DeFunis on thé single issue of minority Enrollment in universities
would have endangered all affirmativelaction programs and thus would have
been a severe setback for all blacks and other minorities. Yét the disagrée-
ment is by no means so clea; as that may sound, since some Jewish organiz;tions,

including the National Council of Jewish Women, in addition to countless
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Jewish iudividqals,‘ opposéé beFunis. Ho_i'eoﬁer; it is important to remember
that some Jewish groupé that supported.DeFunis'also officiaiiy support
affimal-:ive action programs. The disagreement between Jews and blacks
thus seems to center around the methods for achieving the goals of affir-
mative‘action programsc

-One of the problems is that many affirmative action programs are just
‘beginning; at many institutions affirmative action policies are vague and
csnfusing. The DeFunis case grew out of this very lack of clarity about
acceptable approaches to affirmative action. Eleanor Holmes Norton, the
black Chairpépson of the New York City Commission on Human Rights, emphasizes
‘that “affirmatife action amounts to a brand new pefsonnel technology, not
siﬁply a dévice for bringing in excluded groups. It seeks to make personnel
system; fair and objective." The federal government could hélp resolve
some of'the present confusion if it would provide specific guidelines that
would ensure that the constitutional rights of any citizen or ethnié group
are not violated.

Hﬁwever, it would be misleading tq view the current problems in
Jewish-black relations only in terms of this isolated legal issue in the
DeFunis case. Ever since the emergence of the black power movement in the
late 1960's, some members of the Jewish community have become increasingly
ambivalént about their alliance with blacks. When somelcivil rights groups
. turned to black consciousness programs, whites were brusquely pushed out of
the organizations and attacked for dominating the movement.l Many of the
whites in the movement did display deeply racist attitudes that could not
be easily changed. With this-policy shifet, longfétanding friendships were

in some cases broken: ‘many Jews, as weéll as other whites, felt hurt and
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puzéied. _Their contribution to the black cause seemed to have been
overlooked and ignored. Blécks, on the other'hand, felt strongly that
Afro-Americans shcuid direct their own movemenﬁ and not be controlled by any
other group. Some_black bower advocates said that they didn't need whites
anymore. As a result, many whites felt betrayed, rejected, or unappreciated,
and in re;ction, many ﬁreviously active and sympéthetic Jews began to
retreat. But many of these same whites refused to look inward to examine
their own racism.

It became even more distressing to Jews when some blacks begaﬁ to blame
them for ghetto conditions. Some black community leaders, many of whom
had earlier bégn sﬁéported by Jewish groups, began to labgl Jewish merchants
and landlords as Ehe chief villains in black ghettos. During the urban riots
manj Jewisb-aud white stores were specifically earmarked for destruction.
Attacks éhould have been against individual exploiters; religious slurs
inv{ted éeneral;zations thut were bigoted and unjust. Some blacks began
to rgfer'to "Jewish oppression" of blacks, forgetting that so-called.
Christians have been responsible for the origin and pérpetuation of black
oppression in America. Nonetheless, it was evident thut some segments of
the Jewish community were anti-bi;ck. For instance, the Jewish community
in general rejected black Jews and some ridiculed them. Others made it
clear that they did not want to mingle too closely with blacks. An editor
of a proﬁinent Jewish magazine wrote; "If I were to be asked today whether
I would like a daughter of mine 'to marry one,' I would have to ans#er:
'‘No, I wouldn't like it at ail;'“

As the mass media played up anti-Semitic outbursts.coming from a few
‘blacks, many Jews began to believe that blacks were turning anti-Jewish, and

unfortunately many began to associate black power sloganeering with anti-
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Semitism. When Jéws spoke up against these a;saults, some blacks countered
them by élaiming that "black anti-Semitism exists beaause of Jewish racimnﬁ;
Such rationalizations were thin excuses for the ugly reality of anti-Semitism
in the black community. However, it did not appear that Jewish leaders
spoke out’against growing white rgcism in segments of the Jewish community.
They too tended to rationalize anti-black sen;iments by suggesting-they
were provoked by black behavior, Allan Solomonow, a former staff member
of the Jewish Peace Fellowship, comments: "Alas, it seems possible for a
.guilt-ridden Jewish community to speak in alarming wayé of anti-Semiéism
while divorcing such convictions from their commitment to social justice in
‘this country and throughout the world." Some black leadérs did speak out
against anti-Semitism, particularly Roy Wilkins of the NAACP.

Nevertheless, Jews became especially alarmed by black violence because
. in many of the larger cities they lived on the fringes of changing neighbor-
hoods. This was particularly true in New York City. Jews were attacked,
_beateh; and nmugged by young blacks and Jewish institutions were vandalized.
"Hate-whitey" blacks made no exception for the Jews. It is i;portant to
understand that most blacks view Jews as ﬁhite and make no other distinctions.
Thps, many of the attacks on Jews were not speciﬁically meant for them but
- for whites in general. Jews felt that they were unjustly receiving the
brunt of black frustr;tion. The Jewishlnefense League was formed and
.vénted much of its belligerence on the black community. But some Jews over-
feacted because of stereotypes they held about blacks and violence. Philip
Perlmutter, New England Director of ﬁhe'American Jewish Committee, explains,
- "Jews feel that there are certain problems for which blacks themselves are

responsible and which cannot be blamed on poverty or generai white society
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or on-Jews in particular. Poor Jews; in Brooklynlor Roxbury, do noe mug,
rob, or attack eaeh other. Blacks know it and soldo Jews." |

Besides the violence problem, there has been steadily growing
contention between Jews and blacks since the late 1950's particularly
around education issues. Many Jews revealed their latent prejudice with
respect to school desegregation. Many began to fear for the quality of
their children's education as black enrollment increased in urban schools.
These fears resulted in a great exodus of Jews, historically urban people,
from the cities to the suburbs. The New York City teachers' strlke in the
'late 60's drew clear lines between the teachers' union and the black
community. Black groups demanded community control while the predominantly
Jewish union opposed it. Again it seemed to be black vs. Jew: Blacks
felt that Jews did not want to share power with them and believed that Jews
would only settle for a.situation in which they could be domimant and
patéernalistic. Racist feelings flared on both sides, and Jews and_blacks
were polarized.

In-the'1970's, fuel was added to an already blazing fire when some
black groups emerged with pro-Arab and anti-Israel platforms. Arnold
. Forster and Benjamin Epstein, authors of "The New Anti-Semitism,'" contend-
that strong anti-Israel féeling often masks an underlying anti-Jewish

attitude. Although I believe that an anti-Israel position cannot be

considered anti-Semitic in itself, it was often associated with a few leaders.

who had made anti-Jewish remarks on other occasions. In recent years,
some Afro-Americans have viewed the Arabs as black nations and Israel as
a white "imperialist" country stealing land from the Arabs and -acting as

a-neocolonialist power in black Africa, although Israel has given economic
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aid.and educational opportunities to African nations. Some feel thgt'
white supremacist attitudés may become dominant in Israeli politics.
On this fear alone many are.pro-Arab; However, it is at least questionable
that blacks have more in common witﬂ the Arabs than with the Jews.
Bayard Rustin, the 1963 March on Washington organizer, although recognizing
the plight of displaced Arabs, feels théE‘Israel's survival is important
to blacks. He proclaims, "In thé Middle East, Israel is a democratic - -7
society in a sea of feudal sheikdoms and military dictatorships. Moreover,
blacks must know thétldemocracy, wherever it is, must be support;d, Qecause
all minorities. . .need demﬁcracy in order to attain economic, political
and soci;l justice." There are many pro's and con's in the Arab-Israeli
conflict too complicated to be discussed here. However; it is surprising
‘that some blacks can support '"nationhood" for blacks and atthevéame time be
ﬁnsympathetic to Jewish people's wish for a homeland -~ parficulatly since
they were driven out of many countries by ﬁazi hate-mongers.

Jews have good reason to fear and repudiate anti-Semitism coming
from any source -- including blacks. They endured oppression for centuries.
and just thirty years ago they were victims of the worst genocidal holocaust
in history, in which six million Jews died in Nazi concentrztion camps and
gas chambers. Blacks as an oppres;ed group are generally sensitive to Jewish
fears of anti-Semitism. Likewise, many Jews have demonstrated their under-
standing of black fears of racial bigotry and discrimination. Because of the
.similarity of their experiences, it is distressing that blacks and Jews should
come to clash, especially over charges and counter-chargeslofIbigotry.

These are difficult times in black-Jewish relations. As History moves
on, some feel that group self-iﬁterest may dictate that blacks and Jéws go

their separate ways. Diehards say that the period of Jewish black racial
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harmony is ovef. stever, the vast majority of both communities do not sha;e
this pessimism about the future. Although there are bigots ambng both
Jews and blacks, there are probably fewer than among other ethnic groups.
Surveys of blacks indicate that they are much less anti-Semitic than
whiées, and that when Jews are present they are likely to befriend them.
Blacks have been shown to distrust whites ﬁith anti-Semitic attitudes
because they feel that such whites are also-likely to be anti-black.

Much of the Jewish experience has become part of the black experience
and vice versa through friepdships and socio-political alliances. Many of

today's black leaders had early educational and employment ties with Jews.

Both conservative and radical blacks often look to Jews as models for black

community development. Many preach that blacks could develop the drive

and ethnic solidarity that is a strong part of Jewish tradition. Blacks

also admire the intellectual traditions in Jewish culture and Jews' capacity for

upward mobility. Jews should realize that on the whole Blacks view them with
Moral issues aside, blacks who promote anti-Semitism are politically
naive and may be falling into a trap laid by their enemies. Knowing how
well infiltrated the black movement has been by the F.B.I. and other govern-
ment spies, one wonders if agents have been at work to divide blacks and
Jews in orde; to weaken the thrust of the human rights movement. In a
counter-intelligence memo to F.B.I. offices on March 4, 1968, J. Edgar
Hoover, the late F.B.I. chief, stated thét one of their goals was to ''prevent
militant black nationalist groups and leaders from gainiﬁg‘respectability. i
They must be discredited to the white community, both to the responsible
community and to 'liberals' who have vestiges of sympathy for ;ilitant

black nationalists simply because they are Negroes." Kivie Kaplan, who is

-._._..,_',...‘,—_.,-- s b e g

respect.
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National Presideng of the NAACP and is Jewish, ;arns, "White bigotg are doing
- all within their powér to keep Jews and blacks at each other's throats."

Jews and blacks represent one of the best forces for keeping America
on the path to humanitarianism and equal opportunity for #11 citi;:né.
A serious spiit'bétween them will wark_to the advantage of conservative
forces in Ameri?a, and ultimately to the harm of blacks and Jews alike.
‘Lenora Berson, author of "The Negroes and the Jews," warns, "As allies
fhey are at the core of the liberai movement in the United States. As
antagonists they may well hasten the nation down the bloody road of racism
- an&lreaction."

Jewish groups must continue to take a stroné stand agalinst racism and
_work constructively with affirmative action programs‘l They should aveoid
strategies such 55 the DeFunis case that are harmful to black progress.
Jewish groups must speak out against exploiters of blacks who happen to
be Jews; they deserve no special protecpion because they are Jewish. And
they should not automatically associate black militancy with anti?sémitism.
There is no place in the black movement for such bigotry. Black conscious-
| ness ideology has done a great deal to bring blacks closer to liberati:n and
remains vitally important for black community development. However 1t does
not necessitate being anti-whiée or anti-Jewish any more than Jewish conscious-
negs-raising implies being anti-black or anti-Gentile. Despite the DeFunis
affair, Bertram Gold, the Executive Vice President of the American Jewish
- Committee, belieﬁes that "Jews and blacks have maﬁylmore issues in common
than those that might separate them. .The climate has never been more recep-
tive in recent years than it is now for us to work together on common

agendas."” Eleanor Holmes Norton agrees with Mr. Gold. She reports that

"a survey tdken indicates that a great bulk of whites with liberal attitudes

Cd
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in the New York_area are Jewish., I tﬁink that Jews share some of the
conservatism of ofher groupé in this pe;iod but the climate on day-to-day
issues is 1mpro§iﬂg as I see it."

The ‘historic alliances-between Jews and blacks have been important.
to our mutual advaﬁcement here in America. When principleé held by one
minority conflict with those of another on a paréicular question, this

must not compromis2 all else, because most issues in our lives are siﬁply

" pnot that one-sided. Black community leaders should not relinquish this alliance

over either the Israeli dispute or quota arguments. We cannot let these
issues destroy the potential for even greater coalitions needed now more
than ever, as both Jews and blacks strive for an equal share of the

power and opportunity this nation offers.

e em—e Vi e = . - - .-
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From, ...

HYHMAN TOOKEINDER

June L, 1974

To® Professor Paris

- I did manage to put scrme thoushts dewn on
paper -- thouzh it is only in rough draft form., But
I am sencding it along to you so that you will have
the basic thrust of what I hope to cover. Some of
the areas, as I'm sure you'2l recognize, ‘are hardly
treated in substance -- lile revenue-snaring and health
legislation -~ but time permitting I'11l do a little
more on them.

I continue to feel that we may have to do a
lot of improvising, because the earlier sessions may
well have pre-empted some of this material. But we'll
have a chance to chat a bit prior to the session, and
that should be helpful.

HCB. (-

CC: Rudin A

Washingion Representative. American Jewish Committee
8¢ ifith St., NW - - Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: AC 202 -- 298-8787 .

[
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ISSUES TODAY -- A JEWISH PERSPECTIVE

The Jewish Agenda -- Steady but ¢ anging

The JeW1sh agenda on domestic affa1rs has , genera]ly, and in C1v11 rights
areas in part1cu]ar, 1n its bas1c ph1losophy and goa]s not changed significantly
:1n the period since the major civil r1ghts coa]1t1ona1 elforts of the Fifties and
tﬁe Sixties. But the "mix" of that agenda and fhe amount of attention given to
.fts implementation, actual or. perceived, has-been affected by a number of develop-

ments in the last decade or so:

1 Jewish‘communal agencies have.found 175 ﬁecesserf and appropriate to give
more tiﬁe and resources to two major "Jewish" concerns that became
"~-cr1t1ca1 in this recent period:. |
-~ The Six Day War in 1967 and the cont1nu1ng threat to Israel's.
existence ever since, including the energy crisis with its

potential for Jewish scapegoating and anti-semitism.

-- The plight of Soviet Jews and the critical assistance
(diplomatic, political, and economic) required of American Jewry.

2. The fears about Jewish survival in places like Israe]‘and the Soviet
Uition have added to traditional, continuing concerns here abEut Jewish
continuity generally. Black andhethnic assertiveness, furthermore, has
encouraged Jew1sh assert1veness and Tess inhibited expressions of Jew1sh
concerns. 1nterests, and rlghts New threats of anti-semitism, at least
| signs of .insensitivity to such threats, have been perceived and condemned.
3; .Jews and Jewish organizations have not been free of the doubts and the
ambivilences that have developed in the last decade abaut effectiveness
~of some of the traditional soﬁia1 policies and-pfograms advocated by the
eivii righssFIabor—liberal~re1igious coalitions in'the past.

4. Some of the social policies and programs have created new problems --

“



brsing, affirmative action, low-income housing sites, community control

of schools, etc. -- that have pitted, or seEmnd to pit, Jewish groups as

such against Black or other minority groups.

A11 of the foregoing has led to the charge by some {Jews and non;éews) that
there has been a: 51gn1f1cant retreat on the part of the Jewish ‘community from its
commi tment to social action on behalf of the poor and the black and the dlsadvantaged
genera11y, that there has been a turn1ng inward, by Jews, at the expense of its

traditional "universalist" concerns.

This observer be1ieves_there has not-been such a Jew{sh retreat -- but it
isn't really useful oﬁ'necessary to argue that point. I prefer to reaffirm today
thaf there must notwe such a retreat -- and then discuss briefly some of the major
issues on which the Black and Jewish commun1t1es can work together -- work together
-:not cnay where the issues are clear and the so]ut1ons/programs fairiy obvious and -

WOrthy of support, but on issues crying out for searching rcview and the development

of bggzqr answers.

On moét 6f the troublesome issues facing us todaj there is not a Jewish as
fopposed to a Black view. Each of our communities, in fact, shows ambivilence and
-division.pn_some of the central, underlying issues of concern to the 1nter—group.
re]atjoﬁé community at large: affirmative action (quotas. etc.); school integration
(busiﬁé; ¢ity-suburb conso1idatioh,.c0mmunity control, etc.}; income security
(welfare ref8am, etc.). On a more philosophical 1éve1 -- but with current policy =
and prdgrammatic impiications -=- Jewish and.Biaék and other writers and thinkers are
exploring the nature of "equality“, the d1fferences between integration and desegrega-

tion, the threats to "meritocracy“, the thrust of a new p1ura11sm and a grow1ng

range of related issues.

These differences and searchings, notwithstanding, I believe there still is

today a substantial and significant set of premises and convictions about what ails

IR Leh
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and might -ure our society's 1]]5 -- wnich is accepted by most of the Jewish

community -- and, I bc11cve, thc B]ack community. Even while we accepf and

respect differenccs on some issues, even while we search for answers to new problems,

~and even as our respective communities$ pursue our own 'parochial” needs, we can

and must work together around the issues discussed below.

The issues that concern us affect our personal behavior, our institutional

conduct, and our inter-group rglationships. But the major issues invoavé public

b

policies and public actions -- and this presentaticn will focus mainly on this

public responsibility.

Words like l.‘]‘1'.I:ze_r"-a1" and “conservative" have lost much of their meaning,lbut
it is probably égg;;;%e.toustipuTate,‘at the outset, that the overwhelming sentiment
in both fheIB?aék énd the Jewish communities is for an ectivist role on the part
of . government, especially iﬁe Federal branch, in the attainment of sdcia] progress.
We believe the government must pursue vigiiantly the "promotion of the general

welfare". This explains the almost universal concerns felt in both the Jewish and

Black communities early in 1973 when the Nixon Administration launched a major attack .

on Federal social pfograms, using rhetoric like "getting the government off your back

and out of your pocket.”

The Central Issue: An Integrated Society

.Last year, on the occasion of the 10th Anniversary of the March on Hashington,

the Amer1can JewISh Committee welcomed the occasion: . S e ememe o

'...to identify itself once again with the goal of a truTy 1ntegrated
society where men, women and children of all races, religions and
national origins are free both to retain and enjoy th&#r own cultural.
backgrounds and to i1vc and work in harmony and mutual respect with

all other Amer1cans

In that historic 10 yéar period, the goal of a truly intégrated-society

remained &nchangcd for most of us -- and hopefully will not change in the next ten
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years. Bt what we were only beginning to understand in 1963 we now see clearly:

Jegal civil rights victories must be accompanied by socia] and economic breakthroughs.

The cliche about not having the 75¢ with which to buy that hamburger at that

MacDonald's in Mississippi or in New York is a proféund truth -- and today's real

challenge.

- - The "eivil rights" agenda, consequent]y, now encompasses ‘the whole gam¥t
of social and economic legislation -- on top of the unfinished agenda of basic
civil rights issues not yet fully resolved. The program and the activities of

the.Leadership Conference on Civj% Rights makes this point very clear.

It is one of the cruelest ironies in our history that twenty years after
_ Brown, hundreds of communities and thousands of schools are more segregafed than ever.
It won't take more civil rights ]aws¢’or pronouncements to change that; it will take
sqtié1 and économic measures thatmwill give pecple options they are in a

realistic position to exercise.

- — How Much Black Progress?

One of the less useful debates in recent years.is the one raging over the
Scammon-Wattenberg thesis that blacks have started to enter the socio-economic
méinstrcam in significant numbers. Whatever the merits of thé'particular aﬁ%uments
an& statistics offered, both sides in the debate are saying: first, that the blacks

are still shockingly and unacceptably behind whites; and second, public policies
- . )n Wos-

-hadha lot to do with what progress has‘ﬁaken_p]acgﬂend will continue to have a 19t'

to do with future progress.

Item: The ratio of black& (median family) income to white went ffom .54 in
1950 to .62 in 1972 -- but between 1963 and 1969, the most active years of
Federal commitment, the ratio went from .53 to .63.

Item: Between 1964 (start of war on poverty) and 1972, more than 10,000,000
Americans rose above the "poverty" line -- an impressive rate. The white

[ 3
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pe-erty rate in thse years went down from 15% to 9% -- while the black went
from 50% to 32%. If you were biack,in 1964 or in 1972, your chances of
v being poor were three times as great as those of a white American.

Whatever e]Se tq?b and other statistics suggest, one thing is clear:. blacks

(and browns too) constitute an unacceptably high proportion of our disadvantaged

Americans. Oné- th1rd of all blacks are still below the government's definition

of_pov¢rty.(about $4300 for a family of 4). Clnnak ]&fhuéz:QuJULé- o
But blacks are not the only poor in America. For every poor black, thare

are two poor whites. (About 8,000,000 and 16,000,000 respectively.)

The further improbement in black economic progress will continue to be linked

to progress for all Jow-income Americans. Policies must reflect this basic truth.

Moreover, the 50,000,000 "near-poor" Americans (including many B]acks and ethnics)
expect and deserve progress'too and will not support programs they perceive as

_ignoring them, perhaps even hurting them.

If Economic Growth Stops...

- 5 E ]

Even thohgh the gap between white and black, and between righ and poor, did
not narrow significantly over the last 10 or 20 years, absolute progress for the less
prdv11egcd groups has taken p]ace not suff1c1ent]y but qu1te 1mpress1ve1y by world

or past standards :

~ These gains ware poss1b]e because they were not perce1ved as coming at' the-
' expense of the rest of SOC1ety Qur economic growth was,; over the years, adequate
enough to allow not only for gainS'of thg pborest (ahd that means a 1arge proportion
‘of blacks and other-m{ﬁorities) but %ﬁr uninterrupted iqcréases-in the standard of

lTiving for the middle and upper income groups.

"But now we are faced with the dire possibility of economic Stagnatidn. If .

~such should be the case, further improvements for the poor and the near poor will
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have to be at the_expénse of the others. Simply stated, we may require the first

real redistribution of income in recent history. The social and political consequences

of such a development are self-evident.

A slowdown or a halt in céonohic growth could result from energy or other
shortages, from_ﬁis—managhment of the économy, or froﬁ conscious choice (for
. environmental or "quality of life" reasons). Whatever the cadse; or combination of
causés; the result'is the same: further gains for the poor will come at the

expense of others.

Poliéy implications of the above.are clear: measuﬁeg‘must be developed
and supported tbjfos?er‘econﬁmic growth. Undérﬁti]ization of.the labor for;é
(unempfoymenk orTUndercmployment) and idle industrial capacity are intolerable s
'eSpeciaT]y_wheﬁ the country is desperately short of housing and community facilities

and{trénsportation.

To the extent that economic stagnation results from shorfages in fuel or
basic resources, po]ities must be developed and supported to overcome such shortages.
Recent experience has shown that profiteering from shortages benefit some, while

-inf1ation and disemployment hurt many more.

Sharing the Burden Fairly...

Inflation and shortages hurt most American-families -- but they hurt the -
lower-income families most, and that means a disproportionate number of minority

families.

bt
-

At the height .6f the energy crisis early this year, the American Jewish
-Committee initiated a Coé?tiopal declaration by a wide range of communitylorganizationsé

= ; . . u .
including almost every major Jewish and Black agency, that, in summary, the American
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people can he counted upon to do what must be done to meet the energy crisis...

but they w111 jnsjst upon sound pub11c pol1c1cs that assure fairness and equity.” !

In the per1od ahead, this will unduubted)y cont1nue to be a major bridge

issue for the Bidck and Jewish communities.

- Resuming a War.on Poverty... ¢

The poor of our. nation, black and white, want out of their inhert#&d poverty.
Between the civil rights movement of the 50's and the 60's.and the war on poverty
of the 60's and 70's, we raised the expectations of America's poor and we dare not

let them down.

" As indicated above, a healthy economy will prduﬁe the bulwork for further

progress in a war on poverty -- unless we can win popular acg:z%iggiuggr 2 major

shift in income. But even a very powerfu] economy will not awthenticatiy eliminate
poverty or guarantee economic justice for our disadvantaged groups. So public

policies must be advocated aimed at meeting critical social needs:

1. An income security system that provides a decent staddard of living
for persons and families unable to provide for themselves. (AFDC,
social security, food stamps, housing subsidies, medicare, etc.)

2. Public employment programs adaquate to provide jobs® for all employable

men and women whom the private sector fails to utilize, and an expanded
unemployment insurance program that protects all enp]oyables, whetner
previously employed or not. (Jewish egencies are proposing programs
for 500,000 to 1,000,000 public service jobs. )

Unemployment is a major problem and threat for the country as a whole --
but one problem cries out for maximum attention, the persistent con-
centration of unemployment among black youth. Rates of 30 to 50% in
major urban areas over a prolonged period means another generation of
disadvantaged, disillusioned, disabled black men and women for whom the
traditional range of "social programs” in their later years will just
be too 1ate -

3. Adequate programs of education, training, housing, health, community
action, etc. that will both provide basic amenities for underpr1v1leged
and prepare them for entering 500131 and economic ma1nstream

(Note current legislative efforts to retain community action, legal
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services and related programs.)

Social Programs;...

The “"social programs" debate of the last two years has at least three dimensions:

1. The "national priorities" issue. How much_of the nation's gross national

product should gé into public programs designed to meet the people's needs in education,

hous{ng, health, urban development, income security, etc? How much can we shift
from defense expenditures? Are we prepared to seek higher tax revenues? How do we

M

make our tax laws more progressive?

2. The "New Federalism" issue. Is the Federal government too deeply involved?

Is revenue-sharing the proper vehicle for sharing responsibility with the states

and Tlocalities? How will our civil rights concerns fare under revenue-sharing?

3. The "effectiveness" jssue. Have there been basic errors in programs

like model cities, community action, etc? Have we insisted upon adequate evaluations

and necessary changes?

" Generally speaking, the cfvi1 fights bostition ror&es thve rejected the Nixon
attack on social prograﬁs and have been critical of his Federalism proposals. The
general "philosophy" of the Nixon administration has, however, 5éen seriously
contradictea by its 1969-70 advocacy of the FAF and by its current advocacy of a

Health Insurance Plan. Hhi?e)in each case, the plans have been considered inadequate,

each of them represented a substantial addition to Federal fesponsibi]ity fOEﬁSOCia] o

‘programming.

.

In 1973 and 1974, major efforts have gone into preserving and aééquately )
funding those social programs already on the statute books. This includes resistance
to Presidential impoundments of appropriated'funds and the over-riding of Presidentigl

- vetoes.
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Health legislation and income security legislation will continue to be key

new issues in the period ahead. Black and Jewish effokts in behalf of sound compromises
may be very crié%caT.‘ With all its limitations, FAP couid.have meant important
breakt¥houghs in establishing a greater Federal fesponsibi?ity for income security,

and in providing'immediate and substantial improvements- for the poorest of the poor.
Unfortunately, no Satigfaétory.strategy for getting thé best possible legislation
through was agreed to by the "pro-wélfgré" groups before the Nixon adm{nistration

abandonéd and then sabatoged its own welfare reform objectives.

Civil Rights-lssues

»
New and troub]esomé issues have developed in the civil rights field. They

have jed to some_disafray in the coalition, and will not be -easily resolved.

Charges of racism und anti-semitism have been carelessly and irresponsibly levelled.

There are racists who bppose busfng. There are racists who oppose Tow-cost
housing projects. There are racists who oppose affirmative action. There are racists
who talk aboutj“crime in the-str‘eets'Il when they réa11y mean something else. But
there are thbsé -- white and black, Gentile and Jew -- who genuinely. believe that
massive busiﬁg may be.wrong -- or that scatter-site housing can bé disruptive --
or that rigid quotas can destroy genuine affirmative action -- or tbat there is a

real criﬁe-problem that victimizes the poor and the minorities primarily.

Similafly, tﬁefe-are.anti-semites in América,rincluding a new and virulent
form in the so-called “third-worlﬁ“ movement, for which somé blacks are spokesmen.
But thére_are those, unta%nted_by any shred of anti-semitism, who genuinely believe
. that Jewish resistance to quotas or to some particular housing development is a

cop-out on basic civil rights commitment.

That the basic civil rights coalition can be mobilized effectively was seen -

last month when the Senate was persuaded to defeat an extreme anti-busing amendment
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to the edﬁﬁation bill. The coalition continues to be effective and united on such

matters as adequate funding for all civil rights agencies, rigid enforcement of voting

rights and fair—housing and equal employmant and school integration laws. These

must and will continue._

Affirmative Action , Preferential Treatment and Quotas

It-is this issue perhaps more than any other that has put strains on B]ack-
Jewish relationships. There are some welcome signs that the issue is now being
discussed with less bitterness and with some developing hope that some accommodations

may be possible.

The issue of:quotas in our society is much broader than "affirmative action"
or "goals and timetables" in employment or in college admissions. Jewish concerns
cannot be_fu]1y appreciated unless the broader context is understood. It goes to

the very nature of a free society where group interests are not crudely distorted

into group rights and group proportionalism in politics, in communication, in education,

etc.

L4

While there is no sinQ]e voice for all Jews, it can be stated quite confidently
- that the Jewish community is almost unanimously supportive of affirmative action

in its hiétoric tontext and in almost all manifestations of it_foday. Unfortunately,
-thére are some on both sides of the controversy who have refused or failed to

distinguish between affirmative action and guotas. The latter is, in our judgment,

a distortion of affirmative action and one that threatens affirmative action itself.

The history is clear. A combination 6f executive orders and Fedefal legislation
outlawed employment (and educatioﬂ) discrimination. This outiawingnaid open up
many doors of opportunfty -- and many iﬁdividuals from groups haésively by-passed
in the past did stért walking througﬁ. But the record was far from satisfactory.

 Performance in many, perhaps most, places was Tess satisfactory than the situations
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were expected to yield in the absence of discrimination. Two remedies, separate

but related, seemed necessary -- and both came to be part of the "affirmative action"

approach:

1. Take effective steps to enlarge the pool of eligibles from minority
groups -- better training, better recruiting, better upgrading practices,
review of qualifications for relevency and bias, etc.

2. Seek maximum results by monitoring and sétting goals for realistic,
discrimination-free recruiting and hiring.

It cannot be stated too often or too emphatically that the Jewish comﬁunity

not only did not resist these "affirmative action" programs; it enthusiastically

supported them and still does -- as it also supports vigilant enforcement of anti-

discrimination laws and orders as such.

In practice; however, affirmative action has been a difficult concept to
1mp]ément. éoals have, in too many cases to Eg ignored, become de facto quotas.
The courﬁs, in cases of demonstrated history of persistent discriminaiion, have-
decreed preferential hiring and quotas. While the term i§ variously and at times
carelessly defined, a consensus has developed among Fedéral agencies and private
exberts: the term quota means the setting aside of a given number or percentage
of slots for one or more particular groups, to the exclusion_of bthers. This 1is
i¢§ntrafy both to law and to sound social policy, in the_judgmeﬁt éf most Jewish

groups. It is _not the same as goals and timetables.

_ fhe.De Funis case, unfortunately and unhappily, wés a very poor case to be
* the first one reaching the Supreme Court. -The facts and the'sppcia1 circumstahces
_of fhe case pérmitted at least some of the University's suppor;crs.to contend that
this was not really a quota ;ase. but rather one in which the Univé;sity exercised
1egitiméte discretionafy power to select its student body on the basis of its

subjective criteria. But others argued that the procedures clearly gave absolute

~ preference to members of specified racial groups.
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The-court's decision not to act in the case was both welcomed and bemoaned
on both sidcs;i For our purpdses at this conference today, %t is approprfatc to stress
the positive in the non-decision. A sign of the lessened tensions in this area
is thc agreement reached by three Jewish, two Black and a Puerto Rican agency in their
joint subm1551on to HEW Secretary Weinberger on May 17, in which they called upon
him to c]arify the issues raised in the De Funis case by developing non-d15cr1minatdry
guidelines clar1fy1ng how educationa] institutions can best develop appropriate '

tools for special efforts to recruit persons from previously excluded groups.“

This welcome development offers the hope that some accommodation may be
possible in this difficult area. Hopefully, the courts will not be urged to hand
donw any definitive decision in the immediate period ahead -- one that could on the
_one hand, 1eglt1mat1ze any and all kinds of guota systems, or, on the other, one

that. might be so sweep1ng as to thrcatcn legitimate affirmative action programs.

- It is this observer's judgment that there are times when socia] policy
should be somewhat ambigious, flexible, moderate. It is as true of affirmative

action as it is of busing or scatter-site housing.

Whatever the merits of the argument on affirmative action generally or on

De Funis Specifica11y, there are two general observations thét‘go to the totality

of this session's discussion of Today's Issues for Jéews and Blacks:

1. The quota issue is not a Black vs. Jew issue -- though Blacks and Jews

* . have been dominant in the debate. Jews are among those who may_suffer “reverse

- discrimination”, but it is not being charged that the} are being discriminated
against because they are Jéws, or that they will suffer disproportfanately, except .
iﬁ special situations. It is, rather, Jewish dedication to an open society and
1ndividua1 rights that has made them so visible in this confrontation. Those Qho '

carelessly or ma1iciohsly ipsist that affirmative action is a "Black v. Jew" issue
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are doing alY of us a great disservice,.

. LA '
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e if we d+d better in our basic social
objectives. We have besen remiss in not providing enough job and educational oppor-

2. There would. be no quota issu

tunities for all Ameficans,.tausing rough competition for the limited opportunities.

We have not done enough to give our minority population the quality educaiion,
training, and other bases for successful entry into tﬁé job or sfhoo] markctk

We have hot'develdped effective enough recruiting and seiectidn processes that would
give evéry individual his full access to the openings. And we have not been

vigilant enﬁugh to drive out remaining vestiges of conscious discrimination.

It won't be enough, the Jewish community recognizes, to ban quotas. Such a ban

mus t belaccompanied Ey;more vigorbus and imaginative social policies.and more effective

programs of appropriate-affirmative action.

€a -

§_u_nfm‘arg: a

‘ The American Jewish community, while giving high priority to pressing "Jeawish"
issues.(Soviéf Jewry, Israéii security, anti-semitism) is deeply committed toi
resolving the underlying causes for social disarray and inter-group conflict.
While the jdb of eliminating congcious‘discrimination, whether pub]ic or private,
remains unfinished, the even more difficult job of creating soéia] and eﬁonomic

oppdrtunities for greater equality and social justice must be pursued.

- - The gap between those so long denied their basic fights and the mainstream
of America has been closing much too slowly. ‘Even while we seek to close that gap
more quickly, we cannot ignofe_fhe problems of those not quite poor amd not quite

e

in the mainstream.

~ Qur focus today on concerns of Blacks and Jews must not make us forget that

.there are other groups in America who are also seeking to work their group interests

¥
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In Jewish life, we are frequently weighing our "particularist” as against our

“universalist" concerns. And we almost always end up reminding ourselves that

T

-~ there are two parts of Hillel's most famous admonition. ™

It has now become commonplace to deny the accuracy or appropriateness of
the "melting .pot" thesis. In so doing, we must hope that in its place we will not
engouragé or accept ethnic, social or religious separ;tism,-chauvinism, arrogance,
or aégressiveness. History, hnforthnately, provides altogether too much evidence

that any group is capable bf sdch behavior.

The blending of ‘individual freedom and group solidarity in that "new
p1ura]imn3 about whicﬁ we all make speeches these days, won't be easy -- but that's

what this confe?ence is really all about.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS, 165 E. 56 ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022, PLAZA 1-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1208, is the pioneer human-relations agency
in the Uniled States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and
advances the cause of improved human relations for people everywhere.

MOARTON YARMON, Director ol Public Relations HAROLD STEINBERG, Director ol Publicity -~

TEXT OF ADDRESS BY REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. AT FIFTY-EIZHTH AMITAL
DINYER, AMRRICAN JEWISH COMFTTTE™, TN BATLROOM, AMTRICANA EOTEHL,
NEW YROX CITY, THURSDAY NIGHT, PAY 20, 1965:

w .
Vice President Humphrev, President of the American Jewish Committee,
¥orris Abram; Mayor Ivan Allen; distinguished platform guests; ladies and
gertlemen:
I perticularly cherish the opportunity to address so distinguished an
orvanization as the American Jewish Committee whose founding statement ceclared

many years 2go whet is a fundamental truth, that

"Jews cannot ensure equality for themselves until
and unless it is sssured for all,™

Beceuse of your basic allegience to this prineiple, the American Jewish

Committee steted in 1963 that
"...the crisis resulting from a cenbury of deniel,
by the white mejority of the Megro Mrerican's besic human
rights is not a ilezro nroblem but is 2 chellenge
celling for a2 morsl commitment by Americsns of every
race end religion, and of every section of the cmuntry.”

In this spirit, your organization as esrly as 1911, when few men cdered
to speak cut, launched a campaign in New York Stzte to end the advertisement of
discrimination in public accommodations, in recreastional resorts and amusement
parks, This cempaign resulted in the passage in 1913 of 2 state law which
has served =5 a2 model for many other states and has thus made possible the
extension of dignity for Megroes, Puerto Ricans and other minorities. Dr. Kenneth
Cleri's research on the desmaging psychological effect of prejudice, which was a
major pert of the evidence put before the Supreme Court and led to the now
famous decision of 195L outlawing racisl segregation in public schools, wes
oririnzlly done for the fmerican Jewish Committee. These deeds demonstrete for

8ll Americans thet the struggle for equal rights is not the Negro's ?l{me but is,

=more-=

Morris B. Abram, President: Jacob Blaustein, Louis Caplan, Herbert B. Ehrmann, lrving M. Engel, Joseph M. Proskauer, Honorary Presidents.
Ralph Friedman, Chairman, Executive Board: Philip E. Hoffman, Chairman, Board of Governars: Nathan Appleman. Chairman. Boasd of Trusiees,
John Slawson. Executive Vice President.

Washington office: 1012 14th Street, M. W., Washington, D. C. 20005 . European headquarters: 30 Rue la Boetie, Paris 8, France . South
American headquarters: San Martin 663, 2 P, Contrafr, Buenos Aires, Argentina . Israel headgquarters: Rehov Hashoftim 2, Tel Aviv, [srael,
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as you early disclosed, part of the fulfillment of this country's highes® and
most cherished ideals.

I therefore fesl spirituslly very much 2t home in this discucsioma with

.
L

you tonight. s ®

In the past several-yeirs it-hes become cleer that the technique of mass
nonviolent direct acticn has not only become the accepted method of the civil
rights movement but, beyond that, the vast majority of all Americans now support
and approve it. What began as =2 ‘li.mited expression of protest ten years #go in
Montgomery, Alsbems to inteerate 2 bus line has grown into a nationsl phenomenon.
As history spiraled over a decade, the movement returned to Montgomery and involved
in direct zction nuns and priests, rabbis, Protestamt ministers and laity of
every race, social class and age.

Many observers have been surprised and even shocked by these methods. The
enemies of the civil rights movement have been quick and woczl to denounce
them 2s undemocratic pressure tactics, and even un-American in philosovhy.

Yet the truth is that no cne can scorn nonviolent direct action cr civil
disobedience without canceling out Bmerican history. The first non-violent
direct action d:.c; not occur in l«‘iontgmry.v Its roots go back to the Armerican
Revolutinn and the boycott ageinst British tea, culminzting in the Boston Tea
Perty, It was the fevorite weepon of the suffragetie movement when women had
to fight for their right to vote. It was the technique the trade unions emnloyed
to organize the mass production industries. Many here today can recall the
events of the Thirties when federsl court injunctions crippled and stifled union
organization. Even a Wagner Act could not facilitate & breakthrough. When the
now historic sitdown strike burst forth in 1937, a new national attitude con-
gealed, and through the Congress of Industrial Orgsnizatiorsa new major movement
was born. Then, too, the nation was warned that the profit system was the
terget of this new form of struggle. Pearly three decades later we are able to
see thet the nrofit svstem was not only unimpaired but became significantly
strengthened.

If there is some confusion about the origins of nonviolent direct action
there is even more about civil disobedi2nce. The two methods 2re not synonymous,
Civil disobedience in its true sense hzs not been emmlowed hy Veqroes in their
gtruggle. To utilize civil disobedience in its authentic historical form involves

=Mmore=
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defiance of fundamental nationsl law. For exemple, vhen Antigone insisted upon
her right to follow her indivicuel conscience 2nd relirious convictions to
bury her brother, she wes defying the King and the unqualified majesty of his
law. When the Quakers refused to return runaway slaves, they were defying the
Supreme Court end the Dred Scott decision. When Thoreau refused to pay taxes
in protest ageinst the Mexican-War, he was breaking 2 fundaments1 legislative

enactment and opposing the declsration of wer of the Congress.

=more=
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The Negro today, when he marches in the streets, is not prac-
ticing civil disobedience because he is not challenging the Constitu-
tion, the Supreme Court or the enactments of Congress. Instead, he
seeks to uphold them. He may be Giolating local municipal ordinances
cr state laws but it is these laus hhich contradict basic national law;
Negroes by thelr difé??iéétgou:_gie exposing the contradiction. The
civil disobedience in the situatior, resting on unjust foundations, is
that of the segregationists: . Negroes have not wilfully and frivol-
tasly violated the law. Many goodhearted people believe they do
exactly that, and forgive them on grounds that they endure appalling
grisvances. Yet these people forgive them for micdeeds they are not
committing. The truly unsocial lawbreaker disregards law because he,
23 an individual, 1s sesking a personal advaniage. Negrocs have never
forgotien, even under the crushing burdens of injustice, that they are
connected with the larger society; that the roa.s they may obstruct
and the public buildings they picket are used in common by all cltizma.
For that reason before a protest can be approved by responsible
ieadership they.must answer the following questions:

1., Do we have a just grlevance, or is cur purposes merely to
create confusion for its own sake as a form of revenge?

2., Have we first used every form of normal means to eliminate
the problem by negotiation, petition and appropriate appeals to
authority?

3. Having found these chsnnels useless or fortbbiy:closed to
us when we embark upon anvy tvpe of lawbreaking, are we prepared to
accept the consequences society will inflict and to maintain, even
under punishment, a sense of brotherhood?

li. Do we have a clear program to relisve injustice which does
nct inflict injustice upoa others, and is that program reasonable and
grounded in the ethics and bestitraditions of our society?

In estabiishing these prerequisite conditions before employing
direct action the civil rights movement meets its responsibility to
soclety and fulfills its obligations to democratic principle.

Even after the movement embarks upon a program of nonviolent
direct action of civil disobedience its purposes are not narrowly
confined tc attain benefits exclusively for the Negro. It is an axiom

- Tere: =~
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«f nonviolent action and democracy that when any group stmggles
properly end justly to achleve its own rights it anlax;ges the righss
of all. This element is what makes both democracy and non-vielent
action self-renewing and creative.

What advantages have all Americans derived from te growth of
non-violent direct action in civil rights? ‘

First, the struggle dissolves the deceptive facade and reveals
basic evils and contradictions in the society. Tens of millions of
Americans a decade ago were ignorant of the actual conditions of
1ife of the Negro, both in the North and the South. Until there
vas awareness there could be no consensus to make corrections. The
long list of federal legislative enactments and Suvreme Court decisi-
ons illustrate how extensive were the wrongs that biighted cur
societya .

Second, programs for remedying evils are not confined in their
effects to Negroes. When Negroes took to the streets to demand job
opoortunities for themselves they helped to stirmulate a broad war on
roverty concept which ultimately will benefit =iore whites thn Negreces.
When Negroes b;r direct action seek :bonar ticipate in the slectoral
process they awaken the somnolent white vho so took his rights for
granted that he neglected to use them. 'hen Negroes boycotted
schools they did more than reveal classroom discrimination. They
brought to the fore such criticisms as those of Dr. Conant, former
president of Harvard University, who had long charged we were seeklng
to utilize 19th century educational methods in conditicns of 20tk
cen tury urbanization. P;‘;shing through the isme of desegregation
there emerged a new and startling questlon of paramount importance
to the whole population. What is quality edu;.ation and how is it
attained for all under conditions of population growth, automation
and recistribution of pooulation in sprawling citiss?

Sociologists willi find much to ponder in the striking fact
that after the failurs of brotherhood banquets to achieve results,
and after the futile efforts to schieve ecumenicity by discussion
and conferences, in the streets of Seima and Montgomery and at
the Lincoln Memorlal there was the greatest and warmest expression
of religivus unity of Catholic, Protestant and Jew in the nation's
histcry.

=110Tre~-




One of the most profound of a 11 results of the Negreo upsurge
has been its effect upon the youth of the nation. From the student-
led sit-ins of 1960 an awakening ‘of social thought and action has
swept the cempuses _95 _13he nation In additbn to overcoming the
stultifying effects of McCarthyism; the movemcnt has in a few years
changed the total denscription of fmerica n youth. From the silent
generation they hav e becdmé the morally and socially concerned
generation. From the single issue of ecivil rights, interest has
broadened to questions of peace and noverty. From exclusively
student involvement the issues now have become the concern of
faculty and scholars of every description. It is noteworthy that
the vlbra nt movement to re-examine our foreiga policy, which the
Government now respects and welcomes, borrowed its title "Teach-
Ins" from the ecivil rights movement. The student awakening and
the student mass sction rests upon no specific politica 1 tendency
but impresses the whole democratic political spectrum.

I ha ve dis cussed the social effects of nonviolent sass
direct a ction at length because I believe it is too often limited
in its enplication merely to the civil rights movement. Perhaps
if there has been a broader understanding of the uses of nonviolent
direct action in Germany when Hitler was rising and consolidating
hts power, the brutal extermination of six million Jews and mil-
lions of other war dead might have been averted and Germany might
never have become totalitarian. If Protestants and Catholics had
engaged in nonviolent direct action and had made the oppression
of the Jews their very own oppression and had come into the streets
beside the Jew to scrub the sidewalks, and had Gentiles worn the
stiznatizing yeliow arm bands by the millions, a unique form of
mass resistance to the Nazis might have developed. I am fuly
avare of the terror, the intimidation, the hrutality ad the force
the Fascists were =o quick to use btut I am also aware that in the
South today some racists of the same mentality have been curbed
in their resistance to non violent action when practiced on a mass

scale,

- more -
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The stirring lesson of this age is tha% mass nonviclent
direct action is not a p=sculiar device for Negro agitation. Rather
it is an historically validated method for defending freedom and
Democracy and for enlarging these values to tho ultimate benefit
of the whole soclety. .

I have tried to show thet in our struggle the civil rights
forces, bhck and white, have contributed not only to revealing the
contradictions of this society but, acting as a catalyst, have set
in motlon forces to effect creative change. If this be so, it is
also clemr that the progress we have made has depended on the sup-
port we have received from voecal and well-organized allies -- the
n2jor religious groups, the trade union movement and various ele-
ments of the liberal community.

It is my fervent hope that in the long ard stormy road shead
this coalition will be strengthened. For in this great force lies

justice and fear but of establishing freedom and social peace.

'\ the consensus of American power capable not only of removing in-

¥
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

[NSTfTUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS, 165 E. 56 ST., NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022, PLAZA 1-4000

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations agency
in thfz United States. It protects the civil and religicus rights of Jews here and abroad, and
advances the cause of improved human relations for people everywhere.

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations HAROLD STEINBERG, Director of Publicity

Z-ro—bi

¢t FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New York, March 10,..President Johnson's directive that the Justice
Department seek legal means to stop Alabama officials from inter-
fering with peaceful demonstrations in support of the right to vote
was vigorously applauded Foday by the AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE,
pioneer human rights agency.

In a telegram sent ?o the White House by Morris B. Abram,
Committee President and néted constitutional lawyer, the Committee
told President Johnson that it shared his "outrage at the shameful
exhibition of brutality o# the part of State and local police
officers in preventing a.ﬁarch of Negro citizens in Selma, Alabama."

The Committee also urged the President to "do all in your
povwer to prevent the repetition of such events and to protect the
Negro citizens of Selma who have no other protection,"

In snother telegram, sent to the Rev, Dr, Martin Luther King,
Jr,, the Committee hailed the Negro civil rights leader for his
"remarkable leadership and inspiration which made possible the out-
pouring of support from religious and civic groups across the land
who demonstrated their solidarity with you in this great cause."

The telegram to Dr, King, also sent by Mr. Abram, repeated
the sentiments expressed in its wire to President Johnson -- sharing

--*the “outrage -at recent events im Selma, Alabama; and h&iling his~ ~~~ ~ T
directive to the Justice Department to seek legal curbs on Alabama

officials,

- more -

Morris B. Abram, Presigent; Jacob Blaustein, Louis Caplan, Herbert B. Ehrmann, Irving M. Engel, Joseph M. Proskauer, Honorary Presidents;
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The AMEﬁICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE, founded in 1906, is the pioneer
human relations agency in the United States, protecting the civil
and religious rights of Jews here and abroad; and advancing the
cause of improved human relations for people everywhere.

The texts of the two telegrams follow:

TO: PRESIDENT LYNDON B, JOHNSON
WE SHARE YOUR OUTRAGE AT THE SHAMEFUL EXHIBITION OF BRUTALITY
ON THE PART OF STATE AND LOCAL POLICE OFFICERS IN PREVENTING A
MARCH OF NEGRO CITIZENS IN SELMA, ALABAMA, ALL PEOPLE OF GOOD
WILL IN AMERICA AND AROUND THE WORLD RECOIL AT THE USE OF TEAR
GAS, CLUBS AND WHIPS DIRECTED AT NEGROES DEMONSTRATING FOR THE
RIGHT TO VOTE., WE URGE THAT YOU DO ALL IN YOUR POWER TO PREVENT
*THE REPETITION OF SUCH EVENTS AND TO PROTECT THE NEGRO CITIZENS
OF SEIMA WHO HAVE NO OTHER PROTECTION, WE ALSO APPLAUD YOUR
DIRECTIVE TO THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT TO INTERVENE IN THE FPROCEEDING
NOW PENDING IN THE FEDERAL COURT TO ENJOIN ALABAMA OFFICIALS FROM
INTERFERING WITH THE RIGHT OF ALABAMA CITIZENS TO DEMONSTRATE
PEACEABLY IN SUPPORT OF THE RIGHT TO VOTE,
- MORRIS B, ABRAM, PRESIDENT
AMERICAN TEWISH COMMITTEE
TO: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

WE SALUTE YOU FOR YOUR REMARKABIE LEADERSHIP AND INSPIRATION
WHICH MADE POSSIBLE THE OUTPQURING OF SUPPORT FROM RELIGIOUS AND
CIVIC GROUPS ACROSS THE LAND WHO DEMONSTRATED THEIR SOLIDARITY
WITH YOU IN THIS GREAT CAUSE, WE EXPRESS OUR OUTRAGE AT THE
SHAMEFUL EXHIBITION OF BRUTALITY ON THE PART OF STATE AND LOCAL
POLICE OFFICERS IN PREVENTING THE MARCH OF NEGRO CITIZENS IN

. SELMA, ALABAMA, WE SHARE PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S.EX?HESSIONS CONCERN-
ING THE ACTION OF THE LOCAL AND STATE POLICE OFFICERS AND HAVE
URGED HIM TO DO ALL_IN HIS POWER TO PROTECT THE CIVIL RIGHTS OF
NEGRO CITIZENS AND TO AID IN ATTAINING THE RiGHT TO VOTE,

MORRIS B. ABRAM, PRESIDENT
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
| pH 4
No. 3L
A-15 3o
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" . 55 West L42nd Street
tew York, ¥. Y. 10036

i R
Kl ctm‘ér: Henry Y. Levy

515 Park Avenue
calns Vew York, M. Y. 10022
LT Tel, P1-2-0500

For Release: After TFour P,M,, Sunday_, .December 1lth

'Text of. }xddress Delivered by

Tom—

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KLIG

gpeaking from Atlanta on a nation-wide telephone hook-up sponsored by

the American Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry, Dec, 11, 1966 at 4 p.m.
WOTE TO EDITORS: You have slready received our
release on the Mew York meeting at Cooper Union
Hall from which Dr. King was introduced by
Rabbi Israsel Miller, national chairmen of the
Americen Jewish Conference on Soviet Jewry.
This stenographic transcript of Dr. King's
address, heard in 32 communitiss, was taken
from the direct line televhone hook-up.

Text of Address
“Some years ago, John Donne wrote in graphic terms, "Ho man is an
island entire of itself. Fvery man is a piece of the continent, a part of the
mein. If a part be washed away by the sea, Burope is the less, as well as is the
promontory world, as well as is the manner of thy friends or thine own self world.
Any man's death diminishes me because I am involved in mankind, Therefore, never
send to know for whom the bell tolls, It tolls for thee."
"These challenging words affirming the interdependence and inter-

relatedness of mankind are particularly relevant when we think of the plight
of three million Jews in the Soviet Union., No person of good will can stand by
as a silent auditor while there is a possibility of the complete spiritual and
cultural destruction of a once flourishing Jewish community. The denial of human
rights anyvhere is a threat to the affirmation of human rights everywhere. Jewish
communal life is deprived by the Soviet government of elementary needs to sustain
even a modest level of existence and growth., In a form of saciety in waich
publishing, the operation of institutions, and the acquisition of facilities are
under government control, individual initiative cannot substitute for state
omissions and the result is a withered and restricted Jewish community.

"While Jews in Russia may not be physically murdered as they were in
azi Germany, they are facing every day a kind of spiritual and cultural genocide.
Individuel Jews may in the main be physically and econmomically secure in Russia,
but the absence of opportunity to associate as Jews in the enj)oyment of Jewish

culture and religious experience becomes a severe limitation upon the individual.

These deprivations are part of a person's emotional and intellectual life. They
- more =
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determing whether be is fulfilled as a human being. Negroes can well understand

andr’r sympathize with this problem, When you are written out of history as a

" people, when you are given no choice tus to accept the majority culture, you

are denied en aspect of your own identity. Ultimately you suffer a corrosion of
your self-understanding and your self-respect.

"The official answers by the 3oviet government assert that it is
providing as much as the Jewish community actually desires. But there is
abundant evidence that t}us is untrue. Unofficial answers that imply state
security is involvead, because: Jews have international ties, are even more

unsetisfactory., Ip the thirties when the Soviet Union was vastly less secure

than it is today, it officially encouraged a flourishipg of Jewish culture. The

insensitivity of the Soviet Union on this question is properly a subject for
criticism and protest, Without making it part of eold war politics, world
opinion is justified in reminding them that they are repressing a cultural
heritage that is world property. Jew-ish history and culture are a part of
everyone's heritage, whether he be Jewish, Christian or Moslem. The Soviet Union
must recognize the legitimate criticismthatinsists it accord fair treatment to
its Jewish community. If that government expects respect for itself in the
international community of nations, the sincere and genuine concern felt by so
many people arsund the world for this problem should impel the Soviet government
not only to effect a solution but to do so with all deliberate speed.

"In the meantime, let us continue to make our voices heard and our
righteous protests felt, Ve cannot sit complacently by the wayside while our
Jewish brothers in the Soviet Union face the possible extinction of their
cultural and spiritual 1ife. Those that sit at rest, while others take pains,

are tender turtles and buy their guiet with disgrace. "
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THE AVERICAM JEWISH COMMITTEE institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St. New York, N.Y. 10022, PLaza 14000

Al
The American Jewish Committze, founded in 1908, is the picaaer human-relations
ag=ncy in the United States. It protects the civil and reiigicus rights of Jews here
- —and abroad. and advances the cause of improved human rzlaiions !or all peopla.

MOATON YARMON, Director of Puliic Relations

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NEW YORK, October 10.... Martin Luther §§E§EJF' today placed the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference squarely against both black
separatism and anti-Semitism, calling anti-Semitism "immoral" and used
to divide Negro and Jew, "who have effectively collaborated in the
struagle for justice." He added that the group he heads considered.
Israﬁl's right to exist as a State "incontestable," and was opposed
to "an unqualified endorsement of the policy of the Arab powers.”

In a letter to Morris B. Abram, President of the AMERICAN JEWISH
CCMMITTEE, made public today by Mr. Abram, Dr, King denied earlier pres
reports that the S.C.L,.C. was part of the group at the recent "New Pol-
itics™ convention at Chicago that had introduced a resolution denounc- *
ing the "imperialistic Zionist war."

Dr. King, who made the opening address &t the convention, had been
asked about his stand by Mr. ibram and the presidents of nine other
national Jewish agencies, all of them affiliated with the National Com-

‘munity Relations Advisory Council. These agencies had labelled as “ant!
Semitic" the resolution, which reportedly had been forced on the "'New
Politics" convention by a minority "black caucus” of Negro delegates.

Dr. King explained to Mr. Abram in the letter that not only had he
taken no part in planning the structure or policy of the conventicn
nor was he a delegate, but the staff members of the §.C.L.C. who did
attend were ''the most vigorous and articulate opponents of the sim-
plistic resolution on the Middle East question.” As a result of the
stand of the S.C.L.C. members, he added, ""the black caucus modified
its stand and the convention voted to eliminate references to Zionism
and referred to the executive board the matter of final wording."

"If I had been at the conference during the discussion of the reso-

‘.'hplut1ons " Dr. King continued, "I would have made it crystal clear that
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I could'not have supported any resolution calling for black separatism
or calling for a condemnation of Israel and an unqualified endorse-
ment of the policy of the Arab powers,"

Dr, King used the occasion of writing to Mr. Abram to call for
Yeconomic and social development” of the Middle East as the only way
out of the area's current difficulties. The S.C.L.C. has repeatedly
stated that the Middle East problem embodies the related questions of
security and development, Dr. King stated, adding:

"Israel's right to exist as a State in security is incontesfable.
At the same time the great powers have the obligation to recognize
that the Arab world is in a state of imposed poverty and backwardness
that must threaten peace and harmony. Until a concerted and democratic
pro%fam of assistance is affected, tensions cannot ﬁe relieved, Neither

}iiifits neighbors can live in peace without an underlying basis of
economic and social development,"

Dr. King stated that the S.C.L.C. had "expressly, frequently, and
vigorously denounced anti-Semitism and will continue to do so." He
pointed out that anti-Semitism was "immoral," and was used to divide
Negro and Jew, "who have effectively collaborated in the struggle for
justice," Anti-Semitism “injures Negroes," he said, '"because it up-
holds the doctrine of racism, which they have the greatest stake in
destroying."
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Following are the texts of the telegram sent by the Presidests of
1C Jewish agencies to Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., President of
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and of the anssering
letter from Dr. King to Morris B, Abram, President of the American
Jewish Committee, one of the signatories of the telegram:

To: Rev. Martin Luther King °

Our organizations share a deep commitment to full equality in
an integrated, plural Society. We believe that its attainment de-
mands action by a coalition of groups for accelerated and dramatic
social change. We have admired and respected your advocacy of these
goals and your leadership over the years. “

Now we are profoundly distressed by the recent New Politics
Conventions. The apartheid of the adopted structure and the lack
of democratic procedure; the absence of any specific constructive
program for the advancement of equal opportunity; the anti-Semitism
in spite of disavowals; the irrational anti-Israel resolution; all
are disturbing and destructive. We believe that they also are
antithetical to everything you have stood for.

Because of your presenge at the Convention, and the presence
of your name on the National Council of the Conference for New
Politics, we fear that these destructive positions may gain a show
of respectability. Ws urge you to disassociate yourself publicly
from the malevolence which found expression in tze resolutions of
the New Politics Convention,

We anxiously await your reply.

Morris B. Abram, President
gmerican Jewish Committee

Jordan C. Band, Chairman
NCRAC

Dr. Maurice N. Eisendrath, President
Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Adolph Held, President
Jewish Labor Committee

Joseph Karasick, President
Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations
of America

Rabbi Arthur J. Lelyveld, President
American Jewish Congress

Henry N. Rapapori, President
United Synagogue of America

Samuel Samuels, National Commander
Jewish War Veterans

Dore Schary, National Chairman
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith

Mrs, Leonard Weiner, President
National Council of Jewish Women
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Dear Morris:

I am in receipt of your letter making inquiry of SCLC's position on

anti-Semitism. First, let me apologize for being rather tardy in my
reply., Absence from the city and the accumulation of a hugh volume

of mail account for the delay.

-more-




Serious distortions by the press have created an impression that SCLC
was part of a group at the Chicago Conference of New folitics which
introduced a resolution condemning Israel and unqualifiedly endorsing
all the policies of the Arab powers. The facts are as follows:

1. The staff members of SCLC who attended the conference (mot as
official delegates) were the most vigorous andé articulate opgonents
of the simplistic resolution on the Middle East question. As a re-
sult of this opposition, the Black caucus modified its stané and the
convention voted to eliminate references to Zionism and referred to
the executive board the matter of final wording. This change was

the direct result of the spirited opposition on the floor by Hosea
Williams, Director of Voter Pegistration and Political Education of
SCLC. 1Incidentally, I only attended the conference to make the open-
ing speech and left immediately after. I had no part in planning

the structure or policy of the conference, nor was I a delegate, If
I had been at the conference during the discussion of the resolutions,
I would have made it crystal clear that I could not have supported
any resolution calling for black separatism or calling for a condemna-
tion of Israel and an unqualified endorsement of the policy of the
Arab powers. I later made this clear to the press but a disclaimer
seldom gets the attention that an original sensational attack receives.

2. SCLC has repeatedly stated that the Middle East problem embodies
the related questions of security and development. Israel's right to
exist as a State in security is incontestable, At the same time the
%reat powers nave tpne osligcation to recogn € that the Arab wor is

N a state of impOS3y poverty an ackwardness that must threaten veace
and harmony. Until a2 concerted and democratic program Of assistance
is a%fectes, tensions cannot be relieved., WNeither Israel nor its
neighbors can live in peace without an underlying basis of economic
and social development.

ALt the heart of the problem are oil interests. As the American Jewish
Congress has stated, "American policies in the Middle East have besen .
motivated in no small measure by the desire to protect the $2,5000@,000
stake which U.5. oil companies have invested in the area.” Some Arab
feudal rulers are no less concerned for oil wealth and neglect the
plizht of their own peoples. The solution will have to be found in
statesmanship by Israel and progressive Arab forces who in concert
with the great powers recognize that fair and peaceful solutions are

the concern of all of humanity and must be found.

Neither military measures nor a stubborn effort to reverse history can
provide a permanent solution for peoples who need and deserve both
development and security.

. SCLC has expressly, frequently and vigorously denounced anti-Sem-
tism and will continue to do so. It is not only that anti-Semitism

s immoral-~-though that alone is enough, It is used to divide Negro
nd Jew, who have effectively collaborated in the struggle for jus-
ic2, It injures Negroes because it upholds the doctrine of racism
which they have the greatest stake in destroying. The individual Jew
or gentile who may be an exrnloiter acts out of his greed as an indi-
viZual, not his religious precepts--just as a criminal--Negro or
white--is expressing his anti-social tendencies--not the ethical value:
of his race.

D =W

Orn the general question of anti-Semitism, I would like to quote a few

paragraphs from my recent book WHERE DO WE GO FRCM HERE?
One fact is decisive for perspective and balance:
the amount of anti-Jemitism found amcng Negroes is
no greater than if found among white groups of the
same economic strata. Two polls cited by Professor
Thomas Pettegrew and a very recent study in depth
conducted by Dr. Oscar Lewis arrived at this same
conclusion, These revelations should zllay the
alarm that has arisen from exploitation and ex-
aggeration of the issue by some white and Negro
publicists whose appetite for attention exceeds
their attachment to truth and responsibility.

~more-
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The question that troubles many Jews and other con-
cerned Americans is why oppressed Negroes should har-
bor any anti-femiiism at all, Prejudice and discrimi-
nation can only harm tham; therefore it would appear
that they should be virfually immune to their sinister
appeal. !

The limited degree-of Negro anti-Semitism is substan-
tially a Norfhern ghetto phenomenon;- it virtually does
not exist in the South. The urban Negro has a special
and unique relationship to Jews. Cn the one hand, he
is associated with Jews a2s some of his most committed
and generous partners in the civil rights struggle.

On the other hand, he meets them daily as some of his
most direct exploiters in the ghetto as slum landloxds
and gouging shopkeepers. Jews have identified with
Negroes voluntarily in the freedom movement, motivated
by their religious and cultural commitment to justice.
The other Jews who are engaged in commerce in the
ghettos are remnants of older communities, A great
number of Negro ghettos were formerly Jewish neighbor-
hoods; some storzkeepers and landlords remained as
pogulation changes occurred, They operate with the
ethics of margipal business entreprereurs, not Jewish
ethics, but the distinction is lost on some Negroes
who are maltreated by them. Such Negroes, caught in
frustration and irrational anger, parrot racial epi-
thets. They foolishly add to the social poison that
injures themselves and their own people.

It would be a trazic and immoral mistake to identify
the mass of Negroes with the very small number that
succumb to cheap and dishonest slogans, just as it
would be a serious error to identify all Jews with
the few who exploit Negroes under their economic sway.

Negroes cannot rationally expact honorable Jews to curb
the few who are rapacious; they have no means of dis-
ciplining or suppressing them., We can only expect them
to share our disgust and disdain. Megroszs cannot be ex-
pected to curb an? eliminate the few who are anti-Semitic,
because they are subject to no controls we can exercise,
We can, however, oppose them ané have, in concrete ways.
There has never besn an instance of articulated Negro
anti-Semitism that was not swiftly condemned by virtually
all Negro leadexs with the support of the overwhelming
majority. I have myself direcitly attacked it within the
Negro community, bscause it is wrong. I will continue

to oppose if, because it is immoral and self-destructive.

Let me thank you for writing and also for your consistent support. I
realize that this letter is loag, but I hope it will shed some light
on what can be an unfortunate misunderstanding,

Sincerely,

/s/ (Martin)

(]

Maxtin Luther ing Jr.





