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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date ‘November 17, 1972
to Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
from Rabbi A.. James Rudin |
subject Meeting with Professor C. Eric Lincoln at

‘Union Theological Seminary, November 14, 1972

Rabbis Tanenbaum and Rudin and Mr.. Strober met with Professor
‘C. Eric Lincoln at Union Theological Seminary on November 14, 1972,
. Professor Lincoln was most eager to co-sponsor a national conference
on Black-Jewish relations. The conference will take place at Fiske
University in Nashville, Tennessee, from June 10 through 14, 1973.
. (The precise length of the conference is subject :to change.) Profes-
sor Lincoln stressed the need for such a meeting since there are
many "misunderstandings ‘and mlsconceptlons“ that have sprung up in.
both communities. -

- The proposed program is listed on the following page, and it
was decided that Professor Lincoln would appoint several members from
the black community to serve on the conference committee. . Rabbi
Tanenbaum, Rabbi Rudin and Mr.. Strober will also serve on the con-
ference committee. . The committee will refine the theme further and
will select speakers and participants. . The over-all theme would be
an intensive study of Black-Jewish relatlons beginning with the
Biblical period, moving through the early American historical exper-
ience and culminating with the present state of . Black—Jew1sh rela-
.tions and specific: pr0posals for the future, :

- Professor Lincoln wants "everything to be on the table in-
cluding the subjects of employment, quotas, affirmative action, the
meaning of Israel, the impact of Islam on the black community and
the meaning of the Third World for blacks and Jews. Both sides
-agreed that the conference should involve academicians, seminarians,
graduate students and professional community leaders, i.e. Vernon
Jordan, Roy Wilkins, Bayard Rustin, etc.

.Professor Lincoln hoped that from this meeting would emerge
‘a permanent Black-Jewish Institute that would systematically deal
with the current issues that concern both communities. He lamented
the fact that no such institute presently exists. He further hoped
that such a conference would be the first step in overcoming some
"romantic" notions held by some blacks vis-a-vis ‘Islam.
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-Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum -2- November 17, 1972

It was finally agreed that Professor Lincoln would appoint
the black conference committee members and then we would meet again
to finalize the conference planning.

AJR:FM

cec: Judith Banki
Inge Gibel
Gerald Strober




BLACK-JEWISH CONFERENCE PROGRAM - FISKE UNIVERSITY, NASHVILLE,

- -

TENNESSEE - JUNE 10-14, 1973

. .Opening presentation - Professor C. Eric Lincoln

.. A Biblical and Historical view: a Black Perspective

Professor Charles Copher, Atlanta, Georgia, Interdenamlnational
Seminary Professor of -0ld Testament

A Biblical and Historical View: a Jewish Perspective
Possible speakers - Professor Cyrus Gordon, Brandeis University
Professor H, L. Ginsberg, Jewish Theological
Seminary

This would involve a discussion of the Jewish experlence in Africa,
the Biblical period, Archeology, etc.

. Black-Jewish Relations in early American History: A Black Per-

spective - speaker to be selected

Black-Jewish Relations in early American Historyf A Jewish Per-
spective
Possible speakers - Bertram Korn or Jacob Marcus

This would involve a discussion of the Colonial period and the
early republic up to the ClVll War

The Post Civil War Period: a Black Perspective

The Post Civil War Period: a Jewish Perspective
‘Possible speaker - Harry Fleischman

The Post World War ‘II Period: a Black Perspective

The Post World War II Period: a Jewish Perspective
Possible speaker - Meyer Weinberg

The Civil Rights struggle

. The Issues Today: a Black Perspective

The Issues Today: a Jewish Perspective

Quotas, Affirmative Action, Israel, Islam, the Third World
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June 17, 1974

Syndicated BLACK-JEWISH RELATIONS

Commentary by RabbiMarc H. Tanenbaum, A.J.Committee

The most significant fact about the National Consultatidn on
Black-Jewish Relations that was held at Fisk University on June 9
through June 12 in Nashville, Tennessee was that it was the first
meeting of its kind since the close of the civil rights struggle
at the end of the 1960s. Of course, there_have been other meetings
between blacks and Jews during that time usuélly'devoted to dis-
cussing specific pfoblems_and issueg, such as housihg, jobs, educa-
tion, quotas, etc. But the uniqueneés of this:éonsultation was
that it sought to bring together a broad representation of black..

and Jewish academic figures and institutional leaders in an effort

.to explore systematically and with the equipment of scholarship

virtually every aspect of black-Jewish relations.

Co-sponsored by the Department of Religious and Philosophical
Studies of Fisk University and by the Interreiigious Affairs Depart-
ment of the American Jewish Committee, and with Professor C. Eric

Lincoln and myself serving as co-chairmen, the consultation examined

in depth relationships between blacks and Jews from several vital

perspectives - biblical, theological, historical, and contemporary
sociological. On some levels, new ground was broken opening positive
new insights for future understanding; on other levels, stale and
ugly stereotypes surfaced, including an erratic expression of anti-

Semitism, that demonstrated how far both communities have still to
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go and to grow together. By the end-of_the meeting, enough sorting
out of distortions and fears on both sides had taken place allowing
for the close to be upbeat with both blacks and Jews searching for
new ways to find common ground and to build a consensus to their
mutual advantage.

In the section of the conference dealing with Biblical studies,
Jewish scholars of the stature of ﬁr- William Braude of Providence,
Rhode Island, and Dr. Lou Silberman of Vanderbilt University,
Nashville, made telling presentations based on Rabbinic exegesis on
the Bible that literally rgmoved tﬁe poison from the classic funda-
mentalist argument that blacks suffer under the curse of Ham and
Canaan. Both Jewish scholars demonstrated that Rabbinic texts do
not speak of Hamites or Cushites as a class to be deprecated, but
that in fact Jewish sources associate these terms with "beauty,
character, purity of heart, belovedness, and valor." As I tried to
indicate in my summary statement, if black scholars,together with
white Christian and Jewish authorities, were to pursue seriﬁusly
this new trend of thought, such studies could 1lift from.the back of
black people, especially in the South, the burden of céntempt that
the studies that undercut the Christ-killer charge at Vatican Council
IT removed as a source of hatred for Jews.

On a theological level, Dr. James Cone of Union Theological
Seminary, presented a paper on black.theology that demonstrated the
fundamental kinship between black religion that centers on the Exodus
and Liberation Theology and the Jewish religion which rests centrally

on the Exodus theme. Further joint studies between ‘black and Jewish



théalogians, as was proposed, could advance this work as-a strong .
common bond between blacks and Jews throughout the nation.

The historical studies on the role of blacks and Jews in the
slavery period became very sticky, and demonstrated how great is the
need for both black and Jewish historians in writing together a
history of thaf_period. One Jewish histofian tended td idealize that
period implying that Jews played virtually no role in slavery,lwhile
one black scholar suggeéted,.in.a kind of black version of the
Protocols of the Elders of Zion that Jews were almost completely
responsible for the slave trade. Both wefé obvious distortions, and
after lengthy discussion, both black and Jewish scholars agreed on
the need for more serious, balanced‘and'fairfminded writing of that
period.

On the contemporary social action level, there was much that
was troublesome and much_that was constructive and hopeful. Stale
stereotypes and images of blacks as criminals and Jews as éxploiters
‘were trotted out and then dismantled as blacks caﬁe to realize that
Jews are still less racist than other whites, and that blacks are
less anti-Semitic than many whites. Both blacks and Jews realized
that no two groups have had their humanity attacked as violently as
they had. They also reélized that while their agenda is not the
same their dream for justice, dignity and defeat of oppressors is the
same.

They also began to come to terms with tﬁe fact that propaganda

must not be allowed to obscure the reality than both Israel and



black African nations are have-not-nations, both of which
desperately need American aid if they are to survive the oil
crisis. And to move Americ# to meet those great human needs of
vulnerable and in many cases starving people in Israel and in
Africa, blacks and Jews have important work to do together in

this country.



- Egyptians were Negroes,
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Leow # Silberman . | ####f;ff’*

The'questlon that Professor COpher has posed is that of the

presence of black people in the biblical world. The answer to

that question is offered on several levels drawing evidence from
a number of sciehtific and - scholarly disciplines and the answer
is an unequivooal yea. My own very-clear personal inclination is
to acqulesce to Professor Copher S afflrmatlon and to sit down,.

but my obllgatlon as a scholar inhibits this and that not merely

i_ because when you put a scholar in front of an audience he talks

- whether Heehas something significant to say or not, but because

while joining in with the assertion that there was a black

presence in the biblical world, I find myself raising very real
objections to the evidence or some. of the evidence brought forth,
‘to the way in which it is marshalled and to some of -the conclusions

'drawn from some of the evidence and from its development by Professor

'COpher.

My initial problem revolves around the exact focus of black

- in our contegt. We are told that "the evidences testify, according

. to American sociological definitions of Negro, et the ancient

and continuing: ...according to modern -

anthr0polog1cal and ethnological deflnltlons the ancient Egyptian .

_poPUIatlon included a large percentage of so~called Vegroes,

- possibly 25% as an average across the long period of time that was

ancient Egyptian history{“ ~Again, in- the paper "The Black Man in

'the Biblical World" we e told: "In the main, these [the problems
‘involved in the answer to our questlon] have to. do with deflnltlons

"and the usage of words, such as race, black, Negro,.as they are

employed by Afro-Americans. on one hand and Euro-Americans on the

other." The writer continued: "It is to be noted that Afro-Americans



define black iﬂ seﬁeral ways{ both literal and figurative. Thus
one may be literally.black in color apd_be_a black person; or Negro.
Or the persoh may be of any shade of color and still be defined as
.Blaok; Negro.' Additbnally one may.be defined as blaokpregardless
of color or raoe; all who suffer Oppression, especialiy oppression
o at the hands of white ﬁesterners, are classified as black." And-
sti;l-fﬁrther:,"Over against the Afro—Amerlcan deflnltlons are the
-..definitions. of_the whfte man. w$hesemmaywbehsoelal,«politleal,
biological, and SO, On, In Ameripan black means.Afro—Americah,
Negro;'but thelpreEise definition may vary from state to state;

or the deflnltlon may be set by fhe Federal Government. Nationally,
anyone w1th a dlscernlble trace of Afrlcan Negro blood is black "

!

Now qulte frankly I am offered too many deflnltlons, too many

: |
“these will turn out to be at all helpful in dealing with our

questlon. However rhetorlcally valuable the flguratlve definition
offered by Afro-Americans may- be ip'telking.about the present
situation and even_reliYing~support:for political'action in our day,
it is totelly irrelevent—;no-—it is-totaily chfﬁsingj}n the
blbllcal 51tuat10n. Being oppressed was. endEmic'in the ancient
world, so when the Israelltes Oppressed the Canaanltes, the Canaanites
were "black" by this deflnlt-on, but when the Philistines oppressed
the Israelites, the Israelltes were black. When Asserla conquered
-and oppressed Egypt the Egyptlans were "black"; when the neo-Babylon—
.ian Empire conquered and oppressed Assyrla, Assyrlans were "black "

I do not mean to reduce thlS to an absurdlty, merely to suggést the

rhetorlc is unhelpful in deallng with the 51tuatlon we are discussing.

And if the further modlflcatlon “at the hands of white Westernexs“ is



lntroduced the whole na;te?ﬁvanlshes,.for we are not dlscu551ng
a worla in whlch there are any "white Westerns in the sense in
which the’ ‘definition seems to using the term. We are in an Afro- -
Asiatic.world, in which.theré Qere few, if any, wﬁites.in-the sense
intended,L NOr can we find much help in the white man's defiﬁi£ion,
if by white ﬁan:one means conkemporary sociologists, anthropologisté
" and,éthnoloéists. Let me indicate what I mean: Roland'B. Dixon--
' a_Harvard'anthr0pqlogis;¢-wrote'fifty-yearsmggo.that the.oldest“
 strata in Africa are raéresented-by the Mogéﬂlgid~~that is rounded;
headed'(brachycephalic) low-skulled (chalwagcephalic) broad-nosed
(plaﬁyrrhine) and the éroto—Ausfraloid—-that is long-headed (dolicho-
- cepha1ic) loéékulled (chamaeééphalic) broad—hosés (platyfrhine)—
types. He also wrote: "If we turn to archaelogical data, it appears
that the Proto-Australoid type was by a small margin dominant in
_Egypt in Pre—Dynastic times and decreased largeiy later except for
é'tgmporary rise in the fifth dynasty and égain in Ptolomaic times."
- I refer to‘this,maféfial not to suggest its superiqriy to another
deflnltlon but again to indicate that I doubt it is of much help
hawyeheaphokh cushi oro
to us in our quest. Jeremiah said: P Wi ‘K]Q"t""! ~-Can a
Cushlte change ‘his skln?“——he did not comment on the pOSSlblllty
_ o SRull measuremenlts ace o woder Trchnitne aud cauusls &
ol qf changing skull—shape. What I am arguing is that we take a
%ﬁk&?f’ﬁ“ passage such as-I have just read at ifs faqe-value, its vulgar

e meaning--: in Jeremiah's time--and there is at least the possibility
that the prophet is quoting a popular adage--a CushiCLXX Ethiopian,
i.e.,Ndbia%}was defined by skin color. I do not think that it is

possible to introduce a more SOphisticated definition into the

biblical situation. "If that is the case then we are justified in



Jarguing tﬁat when:someqné_is\designateﬁ;Cushi-—we.are cénfronting

aﬁ individual perceived by simple visual.appeafance as biack——that
-withoﬁtfany further refinement of racial stdck._-Hoéever} not every
occﬁrence.of Cushif-particularly as a proper naﬁe——may'give us leave
to claim the blackness of the individual so-called. Let me point

to two-instances, '?rofessor Cdpher calls our attention to Jeremiah
36:14 where we are introduced to a personage Yehudi, who is sent by
““the. Judean ‘princes to summon Barubh,"ﬁerémiah‘s-sctibe. "His genealogy
is provided: he is  ~Wi3 r‘la'nlwti-ﬁﬂjﬁl Ylu—-the_son of Nethaniah,
the son of Shelemiah, the sonléf Cushi--while it is altogether
possible that Cushi 1s no more‘than a pfoper name——withogt any
.specific réference to drigin——(like the name Melanie oftén.borne by
blonde, blue-eyed young ladies who are'entirely'unawafe that its
'Greekapoot}AQNﬁ; ﬁeans black) i=-oxriit couldlbe a proger_éame referring
‘to ‘a physical éhafECtéristié——i.e.,-a vérY'swafEhy F5war£I1nJO.E.
- means dark) child, or it could be since this is the onlyégenealcgic
blaim in this passage that reports the néme pf three prévious
generations, a reference to €escent: Yehudi is the descendant in the
fourth generation of a Cushite--a bit of evidence supporting Professor
_Copher;s'claim.  How to choose among these_éevéfal possibiliﬁés is

by no means evident. HoweQer, in another instance, the genealogj

of the brophet Zephaniah,-this latter suggestion does not seem to
hold. Cushi thefe seems to be a proper naﬁe coming as it does at

the end of a four member genealogibal'chaih all the names in it

being theophorous. -Yet it i;-quité possible that the namé:Cusﬁi_._
here could refer to ‘the ‘individual's parenthood on his mother's

side--i.e., his father Gedalyah had married a @ushité woman--hence



the child was called Cushi because of his physical aﬁpearance——
- this is}?however, the veriest speculation--or it could bé just a
name. .At:this point I hope Professcr bopher will not find me
over-critical when i suggest'that my read;ﬁg of the séveral
commentafies to which he refers does ngzrziree with his footnote
in which he 5éys that some oflthe cbmmentafors identify the prOpheﬁ.
f as Negro. More than that, the matter of the Hezekiah méntioned N
- as perhaﬁs'being a-referénéé to the Judean king is .a conjecture-and
;‘giVen the complete unce££ainty=of the whole matter I find it difficult
Ifo acquiesce to Professor Copher's assumption that Zephaniah was
gfblacliudean and that hgé ancestry included King ‘Hezekiah. Blacks
'1were among the p0puléti6nkand'bIack“blboﬁ‘inwed in the veins of
Judah's kings!" It remains a possiklity bu£ on the basis of the

evidence a very remote one.

Now let me' . turn to‘a wider pefspective. 'Professbr Copher
in his paper "The Black Man in the Biblical.qulﬁ‘has'amassed_a
wealth of evidence pointing to.the_wide—Spfead'pregence of blacks
in ancient Egypt. I do not intend to dispute his,findings—;ﬁll
that I have read,, indicates thé¢ correctness of his position.
ﬁut I would add my previbus'warnipg, namely that the awareness
 of blacks was, I Ehink, totally unrelated to criteria other than
: quite apparent and evident physical characteristics--however one
describes them, but I think I must insiét that-skin color was
 'ﬁndoub£edly_first and foremost. ﬁowlthe Israelite and_Judean..
kingdoms had much to do with Egypt'éo it is quite béyond question
-~ that in tﬁat coﬁstaﬁt interaction in.so'fa;.as;pppuiation,movemenﬁa

etc., are concerned--the presence of and interrelation of Israelites



with blacks be denied. What'exactly was the scope of that inter-
relation we are in no p651t10n to. know. | |
_ But uqfo:tunétely, it_séems to me, Professor Copher is ready

to make wider claims than the evidence allows.'-The-way'in'which

he reads and interprets chapter ten of Genesis ié open, if seems

to me to serious challenge; ﬁis easy e@uaﬁion of Egyptian with black,
that is related to that interpretatiOn cannot be maintained on his
 0wq évidence. The presence of a Negroid . element or of blacks even
in con51derable number 1n the generaivﬁgyptlan populatmon ‘does not
transform that populatlon into a black population in any sense
meanlngful 1n the an01ent world. . |

| Let ‘me put thlS as SUCClnCtly as I can In chapter 9 of
Gen891s we are told of Noah's three sons--one .of them is Ham.
fAccqrd;ng #o the text, ﬁ;m Commltted_spme,sqrt of Offensefagalnst
his;father,-but strangely enough, not.Ham.but another individuai,
Canaan, is curseé. We have already been informed that he-is the
éon.df Ham—findeed-it-is cleér from 9:18 that Canaan,not Ham;is the
centér bf interest. Later on we learn that he thefyoungest of

four sons~-and it is he and he-alone who is punished for his
' father's offense. Another of the sons of Ham is Cush. He is not
"nor are his oﬁhgf brothers Put and Mizraim, the object of the

curse. His descendants are -listed as are those of Mizraim (Egypt)
and-Canaan——there is no reference to the descendants of Put (=Lybia?)
Now how ére.we to understand this table of descent? facially?"
.linguistically? geogfaohically? Commentatdrélhave'hrgued this
indetermiﬁably' Ope item is ‘clear or so it seems- Wﬁatéver else

is 1nvolved-—theselare geographlc——they are all Eiﬁ_é_xlé Palestlne—-




south. Another. item is elear, too——the inhabitants of Cush are
1dent1f1ed-—1f we understand the passage from Jeremiah as I have
suggested as black--but we cannot drew the conclusion that because
the inhabitants of Cush are black eveny other group pamed is "¢
~perceived as black;: non are we entitled on the basisloflbiblicai
evidence to assume that the father of Cush--and I doubt that we are
to take father in thelsense of physical begetner——Ham, is black--
-and that therefore.eil of the aescendents}ofvﬂamn—the Hamites of
Professor quher‘s;paner-were perceived es;black. The blackness

of Ham is a laﬁer-interpfetation——thet I assume Dr. Braude will
I_deal with;.fWhet Ijam arguing is_simply that érofeseor Copher, in
order'te;challengeéthe claim--if such is really made--that there
waS'né.blaek presehce within tne biblical worldﬂ-hae gone to  the
'6ppeeite extreme o% finéing undefined blackness everywhene.- The name
Hamesq-far as I know--did not_in-biblical times engender a gentilic
Hami.fhat like Cushi made.reference,to-skin'cdlorﬂ%QUtside of the
two chaptense—Geneeis and the repetition offthe genealoéy in I Chron.
l;8—-he.has no function in the biblical literature. But, as I have
indicated,_one can limit the referent to black presence to Cush,
~and still have an_important and imposing black presence. Just
consider the historical record: 'Cnsh-—i.e..Nubia-—that portion of
the Nile Vallef between the'first:and_eixth Cataract--was absorbed
intd the Egyntian Empire-as far:as-the second Cataract in the Middle
Kingdom period and as far as the sixth by the New Kingdom Pharoahs.
f'-Around 1050 BCE when the New Kingdom dlglntegrated——tush——thorouchly
Egyptlanlzed-—regalned its 1ndependence under a llne of natlve
rulers wlth its capltal at Napata--that sequence ‘of rulers remained

unbroken until the third century BCE when the eapital was moved

F
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further soufh toIMefqe. This branch of the Nubian kingdom.ébntinued
until the fourth éentury CE when it waé cdnqﬁefed by the*%@mite
kingdom of Abyssinia. That Nubian dynasty exercised soverelgﬁz}y
over Egypt durlng the 25th dynasty (715-633 BCE) but the conguest

- Tichakah, T o 1§13(F
began earller (c. 750 BCE). Of that dynasty, Taharka'nga_EZ?j awd 1qq/
or his brother and predecessor Shebltku ‘was an important ally of
Hezeklah (689-686 BCE) ' against Assvrla. - Which ever of the two it -
_was-—he symbollzed for the biblical author the- hlstorwcal role of
‘the: entire Cushltg—NublanﬁEthloplan dynasty anﬁf;t51re51stance of-
Assyria.. . 'ﬁlthougﬁ'qupt.was invaded by Esarhadon in 671 and by
Ashurbanlpal in’ 667-uforc1ng Tirhakah to w1thdraw to Nubia,Egyptian
chronlcles contlnue to Conslder h1m pharoah untll 666 BCE. . Here is
the clearest and most'compelllng ev1dence not for mere physical
presence of blacks but of a slgnlflcant role in the unfoldlng
Ehlstory”of ‘the anc1ent Worldr—a preéhce and role that beg1n§ w1th
the: flrst mention of Cush in Egyptlan.lnscrlptlons;c. 1970 BCE/and
contlnuef for 2200 years.- I find that far more real, far more
significant than the occurence of Egyptian names that may have
become. completely deracine among the Hebrews--evidence that is
tenuous at best. - N Y i N R _J;é,<
:a;ﬂ;Nowlthere is one furtﬁer item that reqﬁirés at ieast some
attention and that is thé quéstiou of what Professor Copher refers
to. as Aéiatic Cush. Its putative existencé'depends;almost entirely
upon evidence--says Professor;CoPher——drawn'from-ahcienf Greek o
" writers and modern historical Qorks.- His paper onL"The Black M;n
in the Biblical Wgrld" dealslbnly'with Cush%Nubia; ‘}_have no idea

- of what that evidence is, but it seems to me'the'whole'matter of



- "Asiatic Cush" is hiéhiy-speculative eﬁdlagaiﬁ is based upen the .-
genealogies ef,Genjg: There we reed'in-vv.é-l2 an addition to the
genealogy of the sons of Cush reported in Vi . b3 |

And Cush--begot Nimrod: he was the first to be a“mighty.man on
_earth. He was a.mighty hunter before the Lord; therefore_it is
said} 'Like_Nimrod a mighty hunter before fhe Lord.* And the
“beginning of his*kipgdem‘eas“ﬁabylgnJ a@diE:eghiﬁana_Aecad,
and Calneh in the land of Shina&. From that 1and:he went to
Assyria, andvsuilt Nineveh,.and-Réhoboth—ir and Cglah, and
Reseq betweeﬁ Nineveh and Culah; -that is the great eity.
I£ is, o£_ceﬁrse;:huiterpossible tp-eéuete the'Cush“ﬁentiened
in'v; S'Qith that hentioned in v. 7-and thus arque the Africen

'”orlgln of Me50potam1an civilization. indeed, that is what

?Professor C0pher ways*l ...blacke 1nclud¢ng Weqrocs...lnhablted
parts of Asia from the Indus River valley westwards into Elam-
_Persidn, Mesopotamia}-parts of Araﬁie, Phoenica, Canaan, Crete
and éreece.“ I must essume-that thi;fﬁore tﬁan a reference to.
the descendants of Cushi#it is 'a spelling out in detail of vv. 7-20
of_Gen.ig and‘ie making the claim that everylreference to_the descen-
dants of Ham ie a reference to blacks defined in some way not at
aii eVidenﬁp to me. If Ham is a racial term er:at.leasﬁ a color

indication; _then all one can say is that according to Gen. & the

o

'1nhab1tants of the reglons just spe01f1ed are by definition
.“black “ But as I have 1nd1cated the blackness of Ham is read back
.'from the observatlon of the blackness of Cush or ehe Cushites and

I do not find thls ev1dentlary Something more is needed than the
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extraﬁolation of tﬁese verses in the manner I have indicatea,
Thus for example, it.is guite possible'to analyse the Nimrod
material in enother fashion--without getting involveﬁ in the
problem of sources \’? refers to Cush aﬁd "his™" descendants.
appareatly N :
There was 1n existence a sound historical tradltlon that
Babyloniatwas founded by‘br developed by a prople bearing the
‘name Ka¥ or Knggu——these are-the Kassites about whom we do
gwknow“somethinjmfrommBabylonian-chnonicleS, Ltmianeiteupossible_
‘that our author——perheps working with orel_tréﬂittoas——equated
GuéhiNdbia with’ﬁaglor Ka%Su, a people apparehtly from the
Caucasus reglon,and conflated a tradition about Babylonian orlcins
w1th that of -the places of the nations. It seems to me that this
ev1dence must be taken into c0n51derat10n ‘before we can claim
an A31atlc Cush descendlng from Ham and therefore physically
black since we have argued that the blac?ness of - the 1nhabltapts
.of Cush=Nubia is taken to prove the physical blackness of Ham and
ali his,descendants, a doubtful.precedure. |

At long last a concluding comment: It seems to me that we

just cannot continue to be ?OS‘INM al shte l"""5““"!5“"""'___ "to hop
back.and forth from one branch to another."” We have to move

toward some more precise meaninéjof'our terﬁs. When Professor

Cbpher ﬁrites:*";..blacks 1nc1ud1ng Negroes" I'just doﬁ;t know how
to handle the material. My own perception of our Questioﬁ'is that
of the presence of people perceived ae black, i.e., o% a darker hue

.than my own presumed Asiatic ancestors who weie doing the pérceiving.
I thlnk that the 1ntroduct10n of the further quallflcatlon Negro-
as a sc1ent1f1c oL qua51 sc1ent1L1c cr pseudo sc1ent1f1c term

referrlng to other;modes of definition, e.qg. skull.types,-ls in
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the ‘biblical context.without value. All it does is becloud thé
issﬁe. -ﬁy suspicion is that when Heiﬁish—Heidt or Nartin Noth
'reject tbe_presence of,Néqroegrthey are cauﬁht up in the net of
cranial_measuremeﬁts. But our question is not Brachycephalic
' Chamaeceéhalic, Platyrrhine, or Dolchicephalic, Chamaécephalic,
Platyrrﬁiné, or Dolchicephalic, Hypsiceﬁhalic, §1atyrrhine, or
Brachycephalic, Hypsiéeéhalic, Platyrrhine; our guestion is,
-iwere'fhere people oerceived by their contemporaries as black,
i.e., darker than thelr own far from plnklsh whlte éolor° To
that questlon, the answer cannot be but, yes--most certainly.
'Andkto the role they played in the history of the ancient world
we need turn-only to the 2200 year history of Cush. But to the
pr0p051t10n that the genealogy of Ham in Geﬁ ‘lg provides us w1th
the spe01f1Catnns of the'geographic distribution of blacks and
allows us to make ‘any statement ‘whatseever aboutgtﬁelr role 1n-
et lhﬁi;

'Mesopotamia or the Indus Valley or Elam—Per91a--ﬁaaﬂeng at the

moment, the kind of evidence avallable for Nubla, I must end by

quoting the Talmudic warning' tn?!msltd. merubbah 1o taphasta

"If you grasp hold of too'much,your grasp fails!"
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Blacks and Jews in Historic Interzetion:
. The Biblical-African. Experience

: A% an hiSt_oria;n'.,l Ifind myself_ in a quandry. I have belen asked to :
discuss the biblical-African experienlce ;-a.t 2 colloquium on Black-J ewish -
relations as though it had some mea_ni.ng for the contemporary issues that
".have brought us-_ together. Such meaning, howg:ver, is .n'ot easily discerned
Iin the.historical.re-cord. There.were, -to.be sure,.connections.and inter-
re.lationships betweer.githe Israeﬁtes and Afr:ica.. (Abraham sojolurned in Egypt; -
Joseph z"ulad.in Egypt; the Israelites were first settlers and then slaves in
Egypt. I‘Jike'.-v'isé the people of Isrzel wandered about in the wilderness of
Sinai for forty years under the leadership of Moses who had , according to
_ blbhcal tradition, been reared and nurtured in Egypt, and who gave the
people Ithe Tablets o1 the Law ofn_Si.na.i's mount. And then there was Solomon's .
'Imarriage to an Egyptian princess along with his acquiescence in building a
throne for Egyptian deities, and his lavish hospitality‘to the Queen of Sheba_.
'fhere wére also efforts to a2lign with Egypt against the Babylonian menace.)
But how much vital meaning can be drained from such baré bones without
';ecourse to homiletical ingenuity?

The bib]ical—Af;'ican experience thus does not lend itself to a facile
I_tra.nsfer from tke ancient Near ﬁast and I.\Io-rthe'rn Afz;ica. to a contemporary
“forum of Blan;:'ks and Jews, The chasm is far too wide to be bridgeci by a few

bibiical mementos, beca‘::se it is not a chasm carved out by tim'e_ but a chasm
ca.fv_ed q:ln..tt by sﬁuctmé; The biblical experience was within‘the‘qparameters

of a pre~industrial society while our contemporary experiences as Jews and
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Blacks are taking place within the world's first post-i.ndustrial society—-

- a society grappling not only with the problems of a novel stage of economic,

social, political and human development, but with all those stark, unresolved
problenis of the age of imperialism: economic underdevelopment, political
turmoil, and ravished identities. ¥

-My quandry-as-an-historian.is-thus clear.. .Is.there some way of filtering

out the biblical experience elements which are neither time-bound nor structure-~

.bound or is this possible only by manipulative distortion of the extant sources?

It was only after I had mulled over this question for many hours that I

“discerned that there might indeed be a way, If one focused on the biblical

. experience as a sequence of effective problem-solving systems, then one

" might indeed elicit some principles which are as applicable in a post-

industrial society as they were in the pre-industrial society of biblical days.

i

The Bible is no simple record, because Israel's history was no simple

history. The Bible is a vast repositofy of highly contradictory, highly

. conflictive, and highly confusing materials, since it is the distillation of

Israel's extremely complex interaction with the civilizations of the ancient
Near East.. .This interactioh, complex .enoug‘h in -its own riéhf; was further
c'ompoundeci by the major structural transformations which raé_:l_ca_lly altered
what Israel hersél.f w;.s at any given moment. The Patriarchs interacted |

with the civilizations and cultures of their day as tribal chieftains sojourneying

s
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* in the land of Canaan, while centuries later 'the;r descendents were c’.ésperately

striving to mainta-tin. their territorial independence in the face of massive

‘imperial ons.laught's.. No 1es$ stark is the contrast between the Israelites who
wandered in the wilderness and the Israelites who ;econsﬁtuted a community

~in Judea after years of exile and under the aus;nces of the Persian emperors.

‘Little wonder , then, that experiences so varied and sor complex vielded a
cornucopia of diverse and frequently incompatible law, lore, ar;d dicta--all
equally beari.ng a'biblical'imprimatur;

How , -'.ﬂ.'le‘n., is one to thread his way throi.lgh thls maze and, without
I_dis'tlhc_ﬁon, come up with the biblical view of anything--much 1éss the
bi’c':].i-c-:al ;‘.e‘achihg on Black-g't—awish relationships? Surely not by ciing the
i::eautiful prophecy atifibutetie Tsaith: : | | |

I' "In that day there will be a highway from Egypt to

Assyria, and the Assyrian will come into Egypt and the

Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptla.ns will worship with:’

the Assyrlans

"In that day Israel wﬂl be the third with Egypt and

Assyria a blessing in the midst of the’ eartn, whom the Lord

of hosts has blessed, saying

“’Blessed be Egypt my people and Assyna the work of |
- my hands, and Israel my heritage."

Isaiah 19: 24-25 * .

* Cf also Amos 9: 7-8:

"Are you not like the Eﬂuoplans to me .
O people of Israel?" says the Lord :
Did I not bring up Israel from the land of Eoypt -
And the Philistines from Caphtor
and the Syrians from Kir? .
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but supp_ressihg the violent vision likewise attributed té Isaizh (19:1-10):

: "See how the Lord comes riding swiitly upon a cloud,
he shall descend upon Egypt; .
the idols of Egypt quail before him,
-Egypt's courage melts within her.
I will set Egyptian against Egyptian,
and they shall fight one against another,
neighbour against neighbour,”
city against city and kingdom against kingdom.
Egypt's spirit shall sink within her,
- and I will throw her counsels into confusion.
. They may resort to idols and oracle-mongers,
to ghosts and spirits,
but I will hand Egypt over to a hard master,
- and a cruel king shall rule over them.
- This is the very word of the Lord, the Lord of Hosts.

"The waters of the Nile shall drain away, .
o ~ the river shall be parched and run dry;
te ) its channels shall stink,
T the streams of Egypt shall be parched and dry up;
' reeds and rushes shall wither away;
the lotus too beside the Nile _ _
and all that is sown along the Nile shall dry up, '
shall be blown away and vanish.’ e
The fishermen shall groan and lament,
all who cast their hooks into the Nile
and those who spread nets on the water shall
lose heart.
The flax-dressers shall hang their heads, -
the women carding and the weavers shall grow pale;’
Egypt's spinners shall be downcast,
and all her artisans sick at heart.".

"Behold the eyes of the Lord God are upon the .
sinful kingdom,. .
And I will destroy it from the ground;
Except that I will not utterly destroy the
- house of Jacob, says the Lord." .

and Deuteronomy 23: 'Tb:

"You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because you were
a sojourner in his land. The children of the third generation
" that are born to them may enter the assembly of the Lord."
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Rathe_'r'.must we look to 2 me:tho'd which acknqwlgdges,and even points out
__the'se contradictions but, at the same time, reveals the operation of principles’
‘. which’ ﬁot.onl‘y account for t}_:e:contl'adictions but transcenld them.
Such a method begins with the'-asshmption that biblical Israel refracts .
a sequence of structures, each one of which was:- the outcome of an effective
- - solution-to —a*clu;ster--of*—p:_:oblems-v.rith-.v.’hich--the‘prcvious structure-was no
' longer zble to cope. FI‘he leadership elites in each structure, in turn, grappled
with ongoing problem% in their own unique way, processing both internal

and external stimuli in such a way as to sustain and preserve the integrity .

. of the structure which allocated decision-making powers to them. Thus an

fllderiﬁlc':alz pfobiem wox;.ld be resolved quite differently if the structure was a

| Semi-nomadic one led‘ by Patriarchs or an _aéricultm‘al-urban oﬁe géverf;é_d‘
by a coalition of kings, -p:t-'ophe't.s and priests. Yet, insofar as the Biblical

_ rg.zcbrd is concerned, éach.sb'ucture and each leadérship e_lite is accorded _

.sacred status if they were believed to have f@cﬁoned in accordance with:

_ Ya_b.Weh‘$ will. Suc-h' a benchmark accounts fo:lf._' the'. équariir_nit's-r with .wh:'.c};i -
fhe‘ Bible juxtoposes incompatible structures and mutually exclusive leadership
elites',' ‘most blatantly in the account of the wilderness waz-lderings reco:;ded_-
in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deute:-fon_'or,njv.

As Ian his'.:torién, therefore, one must ﬁ.rst unravel the structures,
align the structures with the appropriate decision-making e}ité_s", and then
interi:onnect.:the' struc_t;_zres in-a sequence from the éar]iest_ struc:ure which

: .ftl.mctione;:l during the P-atriarchal Age to the final structure .v»;hich functioned

under the Aaronide priests sometime after 445 or so B.C.E.. Having separated




" mode of resolving the vital issues'confronting the people.
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the structures and having iﬁterlinked.them sequentially, he is in a position

to determine the internal and external problems that e_ac:h" of these structures

and their leadership elites faced; the manner in which these problems were

_ grappled; the degree of success or failure that followeci' on their probl'em— -
' solwng ef;orus and the alternative solutions that were offered by those who'

weré..dissaﬁsﬁed in one way or another with the 1eadersh1p elites and their

Such a metho"d .y;ields the folléwing structures in the order of their
appearance and the léader'ship elifes which were conjoined with them:
_ 1.. Semi-nomadic / Patriarchs / hereditary prinl.ciple
: 2 Wilcierhess—nbmadic / Charismatic/ selective principle "
3." Transitional (semi~nomadic to _agr‘icultural—urba'.n /
charismatic / selective
£.. Agricult_ural-urban / Prophetic (S’amuél) / ‘.selécti've :
5.: Agricultural-urban /- Monarchical / Prophetic / Priestly
. hereditary. / sélective ./ hereditary. -
6.. Agricultural-urban / Divided Kingdom / ,Monarchié:al-Priesﬂ.y'/ ;
polythelsnc./ Prophetic-Priestly
Ty Agrlcultural—urban / Divided Kingdom / Imperlal challence /
. Monarchiéal / Prophetic / _Priestly/ _‘independent Prophetic -
-;mlytheis-tic[ Priestly-Prophetic | S
8 Agricult_ural-ﬁrban -Exilic-post exilic till 445 BC Et.
- Monarchical / _Prophe"r._ic'_,/ APriesfcly.'/ independent Prophetic =

dissolution of polytheistic prophetic-priestly -
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i 9':".', Agricultural-urban Post exilic .
Priesﬂy (Aaronide) Pentateuch

dissolution of monarchical, priestly Levitical, prophetic

' A-glance"alt this table Wﬂl‘quickly convey the poiﬁt that I.am making:
 the resolution of any problem during the biblical period depended on the
way in which the leadership elites evaluated it as affecting the structire which’™
sustained them, and the way in which other elements in the population reacted
~ to the policies’advocated by the decisiori—maker's.' Some concrete illustrations
will confirm the truth of this generalization,

| Pfobl‘éni: The Phillistines are threatening Israelite territory at a time
when the prevailing structure is agricultu;ra:l—urbah znd when. the decisive
' 1eadership _ﬁgurg is a prophe't,- Samuel, selected by Yahweh to func;*.:l'on as His
spokesman. Samuel, however, lacks milita_ry.know-h-ow: the Ark as a military
weapoﬁ has failed; the enemy is pressing. Solution: select a military.leader,
.crown him king, but retain-ultimat.e authority as Yg.._hWeh'é spokesman should
' the newly crowned king seek to extend his power beyond the military sphere.
Samuel selects Saul to be king and the people apj:‘:rqve.' Snag: Saul mgkes'
several policy decisions without Samuel's a.pproval;_ e.'g.; , he sacrifices an
offering on his own authority when Samuel is delayed, and he decides to spare
i King of Amalekites along with the women, children, and booty. Resolution:
S’amuel -'tu.rns against-Saul, ancints a riw;ral ki;'xg,' David, with t'h'é'.hope that
Saul's example w111 keep David in line.” This hope was, by and large, fulfilled,

since David was careful to remain on excellent te¥ms with Samuel's successor, -
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_. Nathan. 'indeed the latter succeeded in having Solomon rather than Adonijah
decla.r.ed king. Snag: Solomon pressed for royal absolutism by ignoring the
prophets, elevating the priests, and sanctioning polytheistic shrim;.s.
Rea.ction: Prophets split the kingdom by supporting Jeroboam against -
Solomon's son, Reheboam. Consequences: "an c:ngoing ieadership crisis

-as kings,.prophets, priests, -aﬁd,poly.théistic spokesmen jockeyed for power--
a leadership crisis which was not resolved until the promuigation of the
f’entateuc‘n around 445 B.C.E. and the take—c;ver by tht.;: Aaronide priests.

This schema clearly reveals that the same kind of problem, namely,
given the need for military-political leadership, how n;tuch power and
authority should the king exercise vis-a-vis .the prophets who laid claim to

. ultimate authority by virtue of their direct aecess to Yahweh? To reconfirm
publicly this absolute claim, Sa;nuel him§e1£ slew the king of the Amalekites
and ordered the people to massacre the women, chi;dren, and cattle. To

erode tlﬁs claim, Solomon not only built a magnificent Temple to center

attention on the priesthood but allowed polytheistic shrines to be built in

# ;Terusalem. Indeed, the kings of the North again and again lent support to
the prophets and priests of baal to undermine prophetic authority, while the
kings of the south vacilla.ted_-between wdrkiné out a modus vivendi with the
prophets and priests and giving sanction to polytheistic shrines.

Let us now consider another ﬂluﬁhration. Problem: the ?»abylonians
are thre;teﬁing the Kin‘gdom of .II.u'da_h, what‘poﬁcies should be advocated.
The structure is aéricultu;d—urbm; the leadership elites are at this time

2 coalition of the king, prophets, and priests. How is independence to be °

L 3
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" maintained and the cozalition sustain itself in power.

Proposed solution: Seek an alliance with Egypt and break with.

. Babylonia. Such a policy was encouraged by the fact that Josiah's reforma-

tion had aligned the moﬁa.rchy with Yahwist prophets and Yahwist priests
against polytheism and had trumpeted the Temple in Jerusalem as Yahweh's
divinely appointed residence.

-Snag: Prophets, such as Jeremiah, would not go along with the coalition.

. He denounced any alliance with Egypt; advocated submission to Babylonia; and

prophesied that if he was not heeded, Yahweh would have no compunction

about destroying His house in Jerusalem. Since the coalitions spoke in Yahweh's -

- name and Jeremiah spoke in Yahweh's name, how were the people to decide

Bétween them.
T Res_ohitiom_ Since effective decision—méking was in the hands qf the
_c;.oalii:ion, the Babylonians were resisted, the land was overrun, the Temple
destroyed, and a goo&ly segment of the population was taken into exile.
Hére again we see that the evaluation of Egypt vis-a-vis Babylonié |
-was .dependent on the way in which the leadership elites calculated _their.
chances for preserving their inc‘tependencé and the continuity of the# leacier-
“ship roles, and on the way in which other prestigious leaders reactgd_ éolthe
coa;lition in power and the Q’Isdom'of their decisions.
Now let us cons'idgr a somewh_at- different set of example:;:
; Prbblem: How. can Israel and Judah preserve their indeﬁen‘d_ence'in

the face of'imperia.tl powers on the magnitude of Assyria, Babylonia, and

Persia.
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Projected solution: Fight back, since Yahweh will not abandon His
people. |

Ou}tcom'ei Israel overwhelmed in 721 by the Assyrians; its capital
Sa.marila. is laid waste; the f.:eople are 'taken off into exile, scattered ,‘ and to-
21l i_nten'{:s and purposes are lost. B .

- Judah c.)ve‘rrun_.by Babylonians, Bersulon destroyed, the Temple

.burnt,' and many carried ofif to Babylonia..

Evlfaluatilon: 'I"hlel projected solution was a fzilure because it was
'i;npossib_le fr:.n;* suél;a. minusgle nations to retain ir;dependence in the face of

coercive power of such magnitude.

Alternative solution:  Abandon illusion that independence is possible and
‘seek out & modus vivendi with the imperial power which will preserve

. autonomy but forego coercive sovereignty.

:‘Pre'requisit;es for such a solution:

(1) Imperial policies.fa.vori_ng autonomy without coercive sovereignty
as an effective mode of gc;verning 2 vvide-;Spread empire.

: (2)  Dissolution of leadership elites with a vital stake in preserving

g.bine; degree of coercive sovereig.nty, in this instance primarily kingship.

(3) Dissolution of leadership elites with sﬁﬁng goals and objects,
| in this instance prophecy. | | |

(4) Centralization of autonomous power in elites who hai;e ]ittlé or -
nothing tol gain fr'o‘m cogrc::ive sovereignty, but who are iikeiy to ﬂ_ourish '

in a framework of religious and cultural autonomy, in this instance priesthood.

L



Rivkin
.-.11...

. Realization:

Y IPersian imperial policy favored priestly _systeﬁas enjoying
religiou.s alnd cultural autonomy, but deprived of coercive sovereignty. -
(l2) A priestly class, the A.a,ro-nides, willing to collaborate with
Persian emperors in'setting up 2 system of prJ;.er.stly absolutism with a
concomitan{ pPhasing out of kingship and prophecy.

(3) The promulgation of the Pentateuch which accorded this priestly

class absolute authority over an unmutable Law which c;ould be challenged

bnly on pain of death.

(4) This take-over was justified on the grounds that it was simply a

restoration of the system that had operated in the wilderness with the full |

blessing of Yahweh and Moses.
(5) God's singular sovereignty was reaffirmed; His selection of
Israel was reproclaimed; but the reconstituted community did not need |

coercive sovereignty to function as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

' Evaluation:

The priestly solution proved to be an optimal one.” The Aaronide

priests exercised hegemony for more than two hundred years with only one

* major challenge, the Samaritan schism, which was resolved without civil

war when the schismatics took off to Samaria and built their own temple

there. They successfully maintained their religious and cultu?al autonomy

under the Persians, under Alexander the Great, under the Ptolemies , and -

under Antiochus II. During their ascendency, there was both economic

L
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prosperify and spiritual and cultural creativity. This was the age in which -
" most of the Psalms were composed; the book of Job written; and the pursuit

of Wisdom encouraged. It was also under the aegis of the Aaronides that the -

Jewish community in Alexandria worked out an impressive fusion of the

teachings of the Pentateuch with ripe fruits of .I;Iellenistlc civilization. To

be stressed '-above 2ll is that the lack-of coercive-sovereignty in no way
affected Ithe }ﬁ.igl';l-y:&.ifférentiated life style, belief system, and corpus of
Law which i}vere rooted in the Pentateuch and not in Persian life styles,
. 'be:_lief syster;'is ,I-or legislation. .
If; then, it is evident that problems and projected solutions were

dependent on the particular and its particular structure and the decision—

" making elite or elites, in what sense can we speak of a single people Israel

at 211? The answer to this question is to be found in the parado.x:icallfact_
that each successive structure and each successive elite persisted in seeing
.the problem as a problem for the same deity Yahweh. With the exception of

~those kings who toyed with a polytheistic alternative, both the decision-

. making elites and those challenging them insisted that they were carrying

out Yahweh's mandate.. However mutually exclusive the assessment of the

__problem and the projected resolution, it was attached to the God of the

Pa&iarchs'. The self-same God validated zll structures, 2all elites, all

b

- dissidents. And nowhere is this paradoxical validation more pronounced

than in the book which became the revelation nonoareil, the Pentateuch.
The thread that binds Israel's history is the thread of unity heeding not -

only divinity, but contraries and incompatibles.
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' -Is, then, the upshot of this analysis to-be..tha't Israel's .exéerience '
teaches that since any structiure went, any structure g-oes?' The answer to:
this queétion is both:yes and no.

,'."Ye_; " because the record fﬁlly documents that structure displaced
structure and ruling.e]ite displaced ruling elite. "No" becausg of what .
shall call the _"spiritual surplus.” By spiritual surplus I mean thosc values
which \'veré.éhu'rngd' up byhthe' problem-solving process but whit:h at the
time were inoperable, i.e., they we;-e not realizable because there was no
ﬁvay that they could be implemented. This spiritual surplus became a
repository of transcendent valu.es continuously drawg upon to measure
temporal sﬁ-uctures; » temporal elites, and temporal values and to nurh;.re
hope for that day when they might be realizable.

Let us look at how this spiritual surplus was created.

Problem: Since the awesome power of. Ass;‘rria,' Babylonia and Persia
gave Etﬂe hope for sustzining independence, was -theire some way out of this
"impas.se.. '

Projected solution: "A time would come when peoples would beat
their s?vords into p]:owsha'res'ax:.Ld wage war no more." .

Similarly, a time would. ‘c'ome _whe'n- Egypt, Assyria.‘ '
and Israel 'woul_d all be equally God's chosen.

Another equivalent solution was that envisioned
by the S;egond I:saia.h:' Israel would be a light unto the peoples, ‘a beacon
unto th'e"na'tiong, heh.'ce'az-zlobject of affection, not hostility.

L
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Evaluation: "An un;realizable solution siﬁce'imperial and nation-
_ state rivalries were not susceptible to dissolution nor a_;r:e they yef.fully
"susceptible. .
Outcome: Spiritual surplus drawn upon through the ages to lament
' :' man's :failui-e to solve his conflicts peacefully and to no;.,}rish dreams of

~eventual fulfillment-at the-end-of-days.-

Another examﬁale “
. Prb*c:)l'em: ‘ -Thé monarchical s;truc:tures in Israel and Judah breeded
extreme ecoﬁbmic az‘1d social inequities. These inequities'?vere abetted
I. .ew..rez-i by Yahwistic If;riests and Yahwistic prophets.
| . .Projected solﬁtlon:_ Elix_ninaiion of ec.onomic and social exploitation
_ and elevation of social justice above cultic, liturgical, and ceremonial
Izl-ectitude'. '
' Eva-.luaﬁon: Economic and social equality .was not a real possibilityl:-
in pre-ind.ustrial éocieﬁes; Slavery, for example, was recognized as a
- legitimate institution in the Pentateuch, and even in the Mishnah and Talmud,
although the utilization of J ewi:ja_h' slaves seems to have been phased out during
the periéd of Aaronide hegemony. At no time, it should be stressed, did
color or rac:-e"pl_ay any role. | |
As forlso:cial ju.st'Lc‘e tdwering above instituﬁonaiizé'd'
religic-ms forms, tﬁé' gubseqﬁen’t history of Judaism and Chrisflanity reveals -

that such a hiér'afc_hjf-of religious values has never gotten very far. .’



Rivkin

-15-

Out‘c'om_e:' This spirbitual surplus throughout the ages proved to be a
: wellspring of discon;ent, stirring reformers and revéiuéionists to criticize
and to challenge established institutions for their callousness, their disregé.rd
-for the’ plight of the masses, and théiz" manipulation of sacred symbols and
noble visions. i
' Perhaps';the" mo'stjxri-via-example of spiritual-surplus is the first chapter
.'o-.f C-ilen.esis-. Here, at the very beginning of the saga of Israel's odyssey is _
a proclamation that 1£he one and only God created heaven and earth and not
simply I_the'-ignd of Canaan. And He capped His‘cr'eative activity with a singlé
- individual-'-ri.la.le and female.. He created them--shaped in His own image.
An irit_d:i';ridual--not white, not black, not Jewish, not Christian, not pagan,
not even exclusively man--male ind female He créated thei," and this .
single individual was charged with the care of God's creation.
This is 5pi:ritué.1 surplus indeed. That God was one, the universe
one, and the individual person one--with all the"impiications rooted in
these notions—-was not traﬁslatable into the real world of the ancient Near
.East any more than it was to be translatablg in any of thr;z're.al worl&s that -
-. were to follow. Yet these notions are there, as a spiritual surplus which
neither Jéw nor Christian could ever totally surpress, however .inoperable
.these notions provéd"to be. Standing pivoltally at the very beginning of .

the Pentateuch, these teachings cannot be bypassed--every Jew anc Christian

" must read this chapter before he gets to Abrzham, Moses, the people of =~

Israel or the prbmiséd land:
The biblical record is thus clear: Although Israel's history reveals -

LY

i
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itself to '};;.Hre been a sequén’ce of differeﬁ‘dated sfructures , and a succes-
- sion of leédersfip eli’;és'grap?li_ng with the problems. of survivél in very -
different ways, it nonetheless created spiritual surpluses which bec-'amt-e a
. repository of transcendental values'-'.
¢
n Among these values, three stand out for .us:
.(1). Peace and ha}mony among nations;

(2). Economic equity and social juéﬁce; ' g

" (3) The precious worth of each individual man, woman, white, black,

yellow, Jew, Christien, Buddhist, pagan.

IV
' qus'the' biblical experience have any carry-over for this conference.’
of Blaclgé and Jews?" I would suggest that it has carry-over in two spheres.
- Firéﬂy; it compels us to focus on structures and leadership elites:
for, no less than in biblical days, opera.tional decisions are likely to follow -
from the perception .of ho;lﬁ;' concrete oEjectives can be rhost.expe&itious_ly
attained',-and 'noft from elev'ated' principles or noble w‘ords Ar:d wheh‘.we;," 3
turn to tl;e' Black .axlld Jewjish worlds, we are struck by the fact that neither’ ..

- world displays 2 monolithic leadership or & monolithic leadership elite:’
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There are a bewildering array of structures and a bewildering array of

leadership elites, since Blacks and Jews are spread widely throughout the

world; are structured within highly contrasting economic, social and politi-': .
cal systems, systems which themselves are situated on very different levels |
of the spiral of development; and are exposed o varying pressures of the
winds of chaﬁée. ..Black interests, no more than Jewish interests, can escape
the highly specific way in which problems are posed to B, cepending on

where they are and what they are and why they ave. If, then, the biblical

.ex'periencé be paradigmatic, then leadership elites whether Black or Jewish -
‘will follow through on the objectives and goals which are dictated by the

speciﬁc setting and by the perception of how within this setting such objectives

and goals can be attained. Israelis defend their borders with arms; they
counter terror with terror; they cling to their nationalism, lest a premature.

altruism leave them homeless and corrode their impressive achievements.

. Blacks, in turn, are not likely to remain passive in Rhodesia or Mozambigue

or South Africa—-or for that matter anywhere in the world--so long as they . .

. see themselves barred from attaining those objectives which they visualize:

as both legitimate 2nd attainable.” The fact that such commitments frequently -
pit bla.c}.;' against white, black against black, Jew against Axab, Jew 'aéamst ;
Jew, and nation agzinst nation is as yet still as much a fact of life as it was -
when the Israelites conquered Canaan, fought off the Phimsﬁnes', rose in

revolt against the hpil.lse'of David, and strove to mzintain their independence.

in the face of Assyrian and Babylonian onslaughts. That these facts of life

have fragic consequences is perhaps nowhere more vividly evident than in -

+
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the bitter struggle of Israel=-one of the first fruits of national libe?aﬁon
fr'on-; Eritish"imperiali’sm-.-with iiberated Egypt, Syri.a-, ‘;md Iraq. Insteadl
of_ 2 joint venture against the'é'o:"nmon foe, underdevelopment, 2 s.éries'of
bloody confrontations. 3

But the;-e is another carry-over from thé'biblical-experience andl that
. is the spiritual surplus of _transcendenf iralues'xv}?ich,'.as we have seen, were
;bmehb'w pressed out of the facts of life. What bearing, if any, have these .
. values for our contemporary situation? . ‘

. Yo_u‘will recall that the spiritual surplus was that repository c;f
“biblical values which proved to be inoperable at the fime and which bl ©

been.inoperable since. These values were three:

. 1." Peace among ne-:ions.
2.7 Economic equity ar;d social jus-tice".'. :
" 3." The unique worth of the individual person.
The' hiétorical record is hardly ambiguous with respect to the "transcendental" -.
| quality of these values, '.evén as the contemporary world seems dedicated to:
' keeping these values out of this world.: .Ye_t ;the:z'e is a qu'.aiita.tive difference
that may yet transfer these values from the _"_impossible“'to the "necessary, "
from the spiritual to the dpé;'ational. What are these qualitative differences? .
- Firstly,: the"ém’e_rgen’ce of the’ Europeé.n Common Market has demon-
strated that ecbn‘omilc pooling and sha‘r-ing can diss_olve zia.fi.on-state fiva.l_ry -
and haﬁoﬁ"state ho’stil_ity .ﬁithout the loss of national and cultl.‘:;'qal- autonomy.-

- France'and Germany, it now seems clear, will not wage war against each '

other again. It should also be noted that the two states which have forsworn

. : . § %
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- their sovereign right to have nuclear weapons, namely Germany and Japan,’

 have éh}_oyedﬁ an economic growth far beyond that enjoyed by Great Britain

who built 2 nuclear arsenal and who refused ‘o join the Common Market when

it was launched. |
‘S'econdl'y,-the prbdigious g.rowth of the world economy; -the 'eljﬁ_er'genk:e '

of the United States as the first post*industriai society in the histor}-z.of the

world; the breakthrough of new technologies, raising industrial and .

agricultural productivity dramatically; the’ spread of trans-national

economic systems; the rapid development of communication, weather and

earth resources satellites; the proved ability to solve managerial scientific
and technological problems of extraordinary complexity as demonstrated by -
NASA; the spread of higher education among the middle and lower classes—-

all these happenings prove coﬁclusively that the impossible of yesterday is -

.the operational of tomorrow. Economic equity and social justice are now

- expectations, not prophetic whimsies. -

Thirdly, the potential mastery of economic scarcity holds forth:the '

realistic hope. that a day will come when each individual person will be.

regarded as both unique and worthy.- Such pers':ons are already bursting :

out of the womb of affluence, persons who see others as persons, ‘not *
pigments, not aliens, not category this or stereotype that, but as persons.
 .Could it be that this Conference of Jews and Blacks will recognize. .

L]

that in our day the spiritual surplus of biblical Israel, stored {dr centuries’ -

. high above this world because there was nowhere else to preserve it, is -

now. the major resource if there is to be any this-world at 2ll.. At a time

L
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when tools eﬁst fqr spreading peace and harmony among I.lations, ‘economic
- well-being: and so(I:ia]T justice among the Wwretched of the’ earth; and the gospel a
of the tnique and worthy individual among the whites, the blacks, the yellows,
"and all- those bezutiful shadings in between--and among men and women and
childrqﬁ'-— a.nd‘ among Americaﬁs , Japanese,’ Is_;- alelités',- Tanzanians, Egyptians,
'-—az-.n;d Syrians--and among-Jews .and-Christians .and-Moslems. and Buddhists 3

a_.nd Hindus, can we Blacks and Jews :Eaii to find them--and use them,

~r



PLACKS AND JEWS IN HISTORICAL INTERACTION:
" THE BIBLICAL/AFRICAN EXPERIENCE

By Charles L. Copher

The subject befcre us for consideration is part of a larger one,
in the light of which it must be studied and only inm the light of which
it can be understood. That larger subject is: 'Blacks and Jews in

Historical Interaction: The Biblical/Black Experience.'" But having

which the immediate one is only a part takes

s
5]
rh

stated the larger subject
vs short-distance in deaiing with it. Before real treatment can be given
it is necessadry first of all to establish a foundation upon vhich a

supexstructure can be erected. The foundation consists in confirming

the existence of Black peoples in the Biblical world with whem Jews could

[}

have interacted; it canno: be taken fer granted that there were. OCOnce
such a confirmation is made, then and then only may the presentation
proceed. TPor this reason the paper comsists of two parts, the founda-

tion and the superstructure.

The existence of Black peoples in the Biblical world, esp

natter of grcat interest, discussion, debate, and of confusing, contra-
dictory opinions. Within ﬁodern times, in Western civilization, two
diametrically opvosed views have develcoped, with several sub-views

between two extreme positions. From the introduction of Blacks, especially

those who came to be called Negroes, into the consciouvsness of Vestern
: : .

Europeans around 1450, C.E. until roughly 1800 C.E. there was one view



rather commonly held in both the popular and scholarly ﬁind. Tnis view
was that the Hamltes referred to in the Bible were peoples blacﬁ in
L.J—r—- _'
color, and generally regarded as wha;:u?fz called Negrocs. It ?ay be
called the_old, traditicnal Hamite view; and was based upon the-éenesis
account of Noah's sons,1 particularly Ham-Canaan, and upon the so—-called
Table of Nations in Genesis 10 and I Chronicies 1,-which lists Ham and
his descéndants. - At times the view was associated with Noah's curse of
éanaan, interpreted more frequently to be a curse of Ham and his

descendants, at times not, on the basis of which curse the Hamites were

destined to be slaves of the families of Shem and Japheth, and to be

‘black in color--despite the fact that in the Biblical accounts Ham is

not cursed, nor is color mentioned or even implied unless of course the

word Ham in Hebrew meant black at the timesthe stories and the ?able

: ; i
originated. i !

Additionally, although a rival view came into existence around

1800 C.E., this traditional Hamite view continued to be held; ahd

associating Hamites with Blacks/Negroes especially, and further as-
sociating these peoples with Noah's curse of (Ham)-Canaan, it was
employed to justify the enslavement of black Africars. This use was

made to the fullest between the year 1800 and the American Civil Var.

But the emanci patloq of Blacks from slavery dld not terminate the usage.

The practice has continued in America and elsewhere, at times receiving

greater emphasis than at others, as in the United States of America
during the years immediately after the 1954 Supreme Court decision in

regard to segregation in. education. Some traditionalist; conservative

1. Genesis 9



“Christians" resurrected the vicw and.cmployed it as a divine justifica—
tioc for.the continued éegregaticn of Blacks. Twenty years later tce
view is still adhe;ed to by many. |
Dissociated from the curse of ' (Ham)-Canaan, and/or in spite of
the association, the traditional Hamite view was and sti}l is uscd.in
favor of biack peopies including thc-sc—calléd Negroes.z According to
this csage-which has been made by some \hites and b? uUmerous brack indi-
viduals a1d groups, the Biblieal Ham:u:eQ vere Negroes and included the
Hamites listed in@the.ﬁiblical Table of Nations, notably: FEgyptians,
African Cushites (éthi opia ns); andhﬁsiatic Cushites of South Asia,
Mesopotamla Pnoen1c1a, and Canaan. These peoc1es taken. to te black in
color ,. are reﬂarded as the founders of the g?eat aﬂccent ClVllléaLlOnS
e~ aad, '

'oF th%iﬂlddle Easti And, to be sure, according to the Biblical accounfs;

1

Jews were in 1ﬁtevact1on with 211, of them?&»%.gqgﬁ-ﬂ” ‘4"‘“‘Luzi”1'“*““ DGty

“lw,,e_rv,w; cocoedin -3 ,},cm. b LtruniE |
% Over against “the traditional view, thchﬁf or not associated With 3
the curse cf (Haﬁ)—Cacaan, there'camc icto_being around 1800, cs has been
stéted, a newv Hamite hypothcsis.or '-.riew.?é It disscciates the so-called
Negroes from the Hamites, removes color from the criteria for_dctermining
racial identity, and regards clack noanegrcids to be white~453ucascid

‘or Europid Blacks. It-is this-view oc hypothesis which'came'to-charac—
terize the so—called sclences of cnt““opclcgy, ethnology, and kindred

'studies,'but also critical historical—literarv Biblical studies. And

just as anthropology and Ethologv redcved Negroes from the Biblical

2. See the book Yaradee: A Plea for Africa,. by Frederick Free-
man (Philadelphia, 1836), and also histories of the Afro-Americans
written by Black authors from 1840 to the. present ' "

3. For a diécﬁésien of the new Hcmlte nypoch6515, see Ed1th R..
Sanders, ''The Hamite Hypothesis,"” Journal of African H1 tory, ¥ (1969),
" pp. 521-532. | .

i

i
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world so did critical study of the Bible remove Negroes from the?Bible
and Biblical history--except for an occasional Negro individual who

could only have been a slave. Thus today in critical Biblical studies,

as in anthropology and ethndlogy, the ancient Egyptians, Cushiteé, in
fact all the Biblical Hamites, were ﬁhite; so-called Negroes did not
figure at all in Biblical history, aand there could not have been inter-
action between Blacks and Jews if by Dlacks is meant so-called Negroes.

He who would build the superstructure called for by the title of
this paper is thus faced with the further task of choosing betweeﬂ
Scylla and Charybdis, between twp-diametrically opposed views: one that
allows fﬁr an interaction, one that does not.

In an endeavor to find the. truth of the matter the reader:under—

. y _ T .
took research which now permits of rather well supported conclusions.
E

Making use cf what he regarded to be tenable supports for the traditional
. ; B
Hamite view; and supports supplied by adherents to the newer view, in-

cluding critical Biblical scholars, hé aésembled several catégories cf
evidence that testify to a Black includin;'Negfo presence in the;Biblical
world. This Black presence waé to be found in Egypt, African Cush,
Asiétic Cush, and in eastern Mediterranean lands.

- For Eg?pt—African Cush the categories of evidénce are: archaeof
'logical data, cﬁnsisting of Egyptian-Cushite written reccrds, paintings;
s;ulftﬁres, and skeletal femains; modern'historical work:; ;ritical

Biblical scholarly works; personal nemes and adjectives; opinions of

modern travelers, archaeologists and anthropoligists; ancient Greek-

«

4. See the essay by the reader entitled “The Black Man in the
Biblical World," published in the Spring issue 1974 of The Journal of the
Interdencninational Theoloziczal Center. ‘ﬁafxgcfﬁf:3fmf“

/
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conditions -and events of history as these are set forth in-the Bible,

Roman legends and historical writings; works of early Christian commen-
tators; and aneient Jewish writings, iﬁcluding the Bible, Babylomian
Talmud, Midrashim; and legends. Categories,of evidence for Asiatic Cush-
are: wrifings of ancient Greeks; modern his;orical works; archaeclogical
data; and ancient Jewish works, the same as abtove. And for the

Mediterranean lands, archaeological data and modern historical works are

the categories.

The evideﬁceé testify that, according to American sociological
definitions of Negro, the ancient Egyptians were Negroes; that according
to modern anthroﬁological and ethnological definitions the ancient

Egyptian3pdpulation included a large percentage of: so-called Négroés,

'possibly 25% as an average across the long period of time that was

"a@cient Egyptianéhistory. They indicate that the African Cushites

.(E;hioﬁians) were predominantly of Negroid identity; and that Blacks,

igcluding Negrces, during Biblical t;mes'inhabited parts of Asia from
;ﬁe-lndus River.valley westwards into Elaﬁ—Persia, Mesopotamia;lparts of
arabia, Phoehicia, Canaan, Crete and Greece. Fﬁrther, the evidences in-
dicate that; in the main, whgrever in the Bible Hamites are refer:ed to
there were peoPIes'who.éoday iﬁ.the Western world,gbuld be classified

as Black,'and Nggroid. Additionally, they establish a Black element
wifhin éhe ancient.ﬂebrew~ls£aelite Jewish population itself.

With respéct to the superstructure that may now be'érected, it
may be done in several ways. This essay proceeds 5y-p§inting to inter-
actionslacross the yearé of Biblical history in chronological'sequence,
beginning with the ﬁrehistoric period. Haterials_psed will be mainly

supplemented by iarchaeology, and "Legends of the Jews."



_First of all, it is to be noted that in prehistofﬁc times; before
the coming of thé Hebrews to Canaan, and also during the time of%Hebrew—
Israelite-Jewish occupation, Negroid peoples lived in the land, ;pért
from any Black element.in the Hebrewflsraelite—Jewish pépulation.s
Shortly af.ter 2000 B.C.E., a time when even new Hamite hypothesis advo-
cates claim the so-called Negro first appeafed in history, the Patriarchal
perioé began. At the beginning of_this period, according t§ one Biblical
- tradition, the patriarch Abraham migrated from t-.;rhat later came to be
called Chéldea, a land occcupied by bushites. Jewish legend has it that
Abrahanm -and his people'suffered'persecution at the hands ofmpne:other
than Nimrod, the Cushite founder of Mesopotamian civilization and cultu?e.
According to anéthar traditiqnlwhicﬁ is not nécessa?il& in conf%ict with
the other, Abraham's starting place was Haran in northwesterq M%sopo—
tamia. From this region he migrated into Canaan wﬁere he ﬁovedéamong
Ha.mites-and non—Hamites., remaining alt;of from all, and refusj.ng .ito per-

mit intermarriage. From predominantly Hemite Canaan he moved to Lgypt

where despite the designs of a Hamite phéraoh upon Sarah the tribél bloed
remained pure. Nevertheless the patriarch hiﬁself produced a2 son by an
Egypt;an weman who herself later on obtained an Egyptian wife fﬁr the
son. iUnder Isaac and Jacob; aﬁcording to tﬁe prevailing traditionm,

there was no regular intermarriage with the Hamitié Canaanites. But in

Canaan Esau and Judah engaged in marriage with Capaanite women;’. &%

5. See Anati, Emmanuel, Palestine Before the Hebrews, page 322;
and McCown, Chester C., The Ladder of Progress in Palestine, pages 130,
142 £., 166.

*

6. See, for example, The Talmud, by H. Polano, pages 30 £f. for
one such story. : : ' ; :

7. Genesis 36, 38.
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and, whatever were the Hebrew tribes that migrated to and settle$ in
Egypt during the patriarchal_age, in that lénd occurred a significant
infusion of'Black blood. Joseph mgrried an Egyptién wife to whoé were
born two of the more important Hebrew tribes, Ephraim and'Manasséh. A-
?art from and in addition to the interactions occasioned by such a
‘marriage as that of Joseph, there were intefactions érising from the
Hebrew'stgte df affairs during the period of Egyptian sojoufn. ﬂhether
or not the Hebrew settlement was related to the Hyksos invasion and
occupation oflEgypt, the first yegrs sawv a favorable position. The
latter yeafs saw a state of oppressi&n; with concomitant reactions, and
it was these that the Jews best remembered. Iﬁut more remains to be -

said about the infusion of Black blood into the Hebrew tribe or ;ribes

in Egyot, through Moses and his famiiy, with all the implicationéag??%f
ol
]

Black/Negro-Jewish interactions. The book of Exodus records Moses'

escape from Egypt to Midian where the daughters of Jethroion theébasis
of his appearance, mistakenly identified him to be an Egyptian, énd

where Moses married_Zip?orah, one of Jeth;o's'daughters. Then tﬁe book
of ﬁumbers states that Moses had married a.Cushite woman who could very
well have been none other than a Cushite Zipporah herself, Cushites
having-ﬁeen inhabitants of Arabia and adjacent regioné as well as Africa.
Josephus, and'Jewish spinners of legends were later to say much zbout

: Mosgs"ﬁarfiage to a Cushite woman in spite of some rabbinic explanations

to the contrary.8 Furthermore, there are good grounds for believing that

thé fribal family of Moses was of black Cushite origin. Support for the

. 2 a4
: 8. Josephus, Flavius, Antiquities of the Jews, Book II, Chapter
10, translated by William Vhiston. For a contrary view see Ginzkerg, L.,

A

Legends of the Jews, VI, 90, as referred by Henry S. Noerdlinger,: Moses
and Eeypt, Page 70.




opinion comes in the form of Eg&ptian names carried by members of the
fami;yias well as by other Hebrews: Moeses, Phlnehas, HOphﬂl, derari,
Pashur,je;c., eépecially Phinehas,which means Black, Negro, Nuoian, etc.g-
This last name it is to be observed was the name of a grandson of Aaron,
and was carried by me bers of the prlesthood through the period of the
Babylbnian exile.

Still further, indicatioms of interactions betweén Black Africans
and pqésibly Hebrew tribes in Canaan during the patriarchal period lie
.in the Tel-el-Amarna correspondence. According to oné comaunication Black/
Hegro troeps in tﬁe Egypfian army were plundering the community because
they had not received their pay.l0

During the period of the cqﬁquest and settlement of Canaan; the
-;pgriod of the judges, interactions between Hamites—Jews are to'bé:éeen
in the several Biblical éétounts that hve to do with relations between -

b rews and Canaanites and between Hebrews and other 6:3%?295. In these

accounts there are directives against'intermarriage and to extérminate,
&oﬁtrary to which there were co-existencet intermarriage, and the be-
ginnings of amalgamation of the Canzanites. There is also the.recount-
 ing of an invasion and oppression by a Mesopotamian ruler with the name
Cushanrishathain--the "Cushite of double infamy." And toward the end
of the ;efiod pristine Heb;ew religion was Cénaanized—ﬁfricanized, and
thus polluted, by.fertility éracticés instituped by Elig Egyptiaﬁf

Cushite ramed priest-sons, Phinehas and HOphni.l1

o 9. gbright; W, F., From the Stone Age to Christianity, pages 193
£.; Yahweh and the Gods of Canaan, page 165.

10, ?ritchard, Jzmes B., Anczent Near Eastern Texts Relating to
the 0ld Testament, page 232.

11 °E Samuel'z.



- For the period of the United Monarchy interactions afe to be noted-
in the agcaunté of relations between the Israelites-Judeans and Canaanites
and Phoenicians; in the account of the Cushite mesgenger.in David's armyglz

in ths accounts of Solcmon's-dealings with the king ﬁf Egypt and marriage
to an Egyptian princess; in the narrative about the Queen of Sheba; and
in the accounts of Hadad}s and Jerchoan's fiight to protection uﬁder the
-King of Egypt.

Reference% to interactions &uring the hﬁndred—year history of the
two kingdoms aresin the several parratives of Jeroboam's return from
Egypt, Shishak'sfinvaSion of Ju&ah—lsrael, and the imvasion cf Zerah, the
Cushité:ﬂlAdditiénally, they appear in the narratives and oracles of the
-Sﬁh ﬁgntury B.C.é. feéordéd in Kings-Chronicles gné in the b&oks of Amos

T?ﬁﬁ.ﬁbséa. With{n the prophetic_books are Amosgccmparison of Yahwéh's
.-cqgal f&gard for%Isyaelifes an& Cushites (Ethiopiams, Negroes);l3 and
Hosea's castigation of Israel for her wishy-washy trust in Assfria arnd
Egygt instead of trust in Yahweh. Possi?ly also interactions are to be
seen in the éccouﬁt of the repopulation of Israel with outsiders by the
Assyrians.la

Forzthe remainder of Fhe 8tﬁ century, that is, from 721 B.C.E. to
the end of.the century, interactions between Blacks and Judeans may be
viewed in clearest light. This period.was that of the early years of

the 25th Egyptiaﬁ Dynasty, the Cushite or Ethiopian. In the Bible it-

self the view is pfovided by the book of Isaiah sonq of Amoz, with its

12. 1II Samuel 18.
13. 9:7. |

14, II Kings 17:24 £f.
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séveral references to the Egyptians;Cushiteé.ls In conteﬁt the r?ferenceé
range from complimentary descriptions of Cushites to warnings aga&nst trust
in Egyptian-Cushite ﬁilitary strength, and prophecies that the As%yrians
will make of the Egyptians-Cushites captiﬁes of war. Alsﬁ indicative of
Black-Judeaﬁ interactions is the néfrative of Chaldean intrigue in Judah
toward the-énd of the century by Merodach-baladan; and the other anti-
foreigﬁer qracles in the book. -

Interactions between Blacks and Judeans during the period 700-582-
570 B.C.E. wére both internal within‘the Judean community, and external
outside thé community. These inﬁeractiéns may be seen especially in the
'.books of ITI Kings and II Chronicles, and in éﬁe prophetic books of
Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiei. ZEphaniah himself is said to have

been the son of one Cushi,lﬁ.and his family tree is traced back ﬁo a cer-
: | |

tain ﬁezekiah whom seme Biblical scholars identify with Hezekish }he
Judean king.l7 Assuming, as do sevérai-Biblical scholars of notei that
- Zephaniah was a black Judean%gand tha£ his ancestry included Kingé
Hazekiah, Blacks were among the population; aﬂﬂ black blood fldweé in
the veins of Judah's kings.

The book of Jeremiah makes mention of a Jehudi, great-grandson of

" one Cushi, who was sent by the princes of Judah to Baruch, Jeremizh's

15. - Chapters 18, 19, 20, 30, and 31.

16. Zephaniah 1:1.

17. A survey of Biblical Introductions reveals the following:
E. Sellin wrote in 1923 that Zephaniah is generally held to have been a2
prophet of royal blood; zmong those whe support the view are J. A. Bewer,
R. K. Harrison, E. A. Leslie, R. H. Pfeiffer, and Charles L. Taylor, Jr.
18. Some who identify the prophet as a "Negro” are: Aage Beantzen,
J. A. Bewer, Curt Kuhl, E. Sellin and A. Weiser, but not2the contrary
view of Georg Fohrer -in his revision of Sellin's Introduction.
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scribe, £=3 who read Jeremiah's oracies dictated to Baruch in the hear-
ing DflKing Jehoiakim.1? Additionally it contains an adage with respect
to the Cushite'é color as being unchangeable; narratives concerning a
Cushite friend and'helper of Jeremiah, Ebed-Melech; oracles against
forgign nations including Egypt and.other Hamites; and narratives about
the fall of -Judah to the Chaldeans ané'about Judean. communities in exile
in various parﬁs of Egypt. It may be noted that the references to
Blacks in the book_of Jeremiah indicaie that there was a Black element

_in the Judean population; that black Cushites were sufficiently well

known that they could furnish an analogy between unchangeable colof and
-behaviﬁr; ana that members of the court included black Qushites. ' Further,
and interestimng to note incidentally, is the name: of ome of the places
‘where Judean exiles settled in Egypt--Tahpanhes, “Fort of the Negrﬁ."

The bqok of Ezekiél; as does the bqok cf Jeremiah, coﬁtains
--oracles against Hamites, including Phoenicians, Egyptians, and Cuéhites.
Like the book of_Jeremiah a;so,.it permits a view qf Judah in-exile, in
Cﬁaldea, whefe the Judeansllived under rather favorable circumstances.

At the same-time.it asserts that Judah's.origins ﬁere mixéd,land
‘criticizes Judah for her whoredoms with the Assyrians, Chaldeans, and
Egyptians. | |

;ﬁd the historical books of Kings—Chrgnicles narrate the fall of
Judah, the captufe of Jerusalem, the destruction of the Temple——thelmost
tragic experience for Judeans-Jews in 0ld Testément history, at the
han@s of the Chaldeans. These eﬁents made for the most hostile inter-
_actiéns between the Judeans-Jews and a people regarded as black--not

- i .

only at the time, but for times to come, whenever they were remembered.

19. Chapter 36:14 ff.
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With the entrance of.thé Persians into Judean-Jewish life in 538
B.C.E., a new efa of interactioms begaﬁ.i In the Persian-Elamite popula-
tion, and in the Persian arﬁy were Blécys.20 Relgtions between the two
peoples were good; so gocd in fact -that someone has remarked that only
in the instance of the ancient Persianes did the ancient Jews have only
good *‘to say. But the Bibie, supplemented by extra-Biblical materials
éuch as the Elephantiné papyri aﬁd Jewish midrashim‘and legends provide
still morxe iﬁsigh#s into Black-Jewish interactions during the Persian ,
period which for-iews ﬁay be said to have lasted fraﬁ 540 B.C.E. until
the beginning of éhe IREL AN ALYV DL Great in 332 B.C.E.

There are the hopes and aspirations for a going forth from Babylon back

i

to'?aigstine, and;the genefél univg;éalism voiced by a Second Isaiah;
tﬁéﬁe éfe the 1of%y universalistic.paésaées of a Trito—Isgiah that envision
.é time when Assyria and Eéypt will be accepted on par with Israel by Yah~
weh, and when Yahweh's temple shall be a house of prayer for gll peoples.
" At the szme time.there are passage; sﬁch as the anti-Chaldean Péalm 37,
and the frito?lsaianic passages that enﬁlsion the'day when Blacks and
othets-shall‘serve Israel.?l There are also the inferactions revealed
by ‘the Elephantine papyri with tﬁeir record of a Jeqish community in.
Upper Egypt that_has suffered at the hands of native Egyptiaps. Perhaps
" most sigéificantl& of all, there are the anti-Black traditions and
legends that began_to come into exis;ence at least by the time of Ezra,

around 400 B.C.E., many of which were recorded in the Babylonian Talmud

- 20. See, for example Childe, V. G., The Most Anciept East, page
. 1443 ‘Olmstead, A. T., History of the Persian Emnire, pages 238 ff.; .

M. Dieulafoy, The Acropolis.of Susa (English title); J. A. de Gobineau;
and the ancient histories of G. Maspero, and George Rawlinson.

21. Tsaiah 60, 61.
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and in the Midrashin. These are ‘the "Ham" stories, and legends about
the_origin of black Jews wﬁetﬁer in Palestine or in Africa. And here it
is to be note&lfhat the stock of "Ham" stories continued to grow, after
the Biblical period, on .bey;néithe time ﬁhen é historical gap between
East and West was creéted by Islamic hegemony over the Near'and.Middle
E;st, 3ﬁd Westward.over parts of the Mediterranean world.22

Not-to-be gxcluded.for insighté_into Black-Jewish relations during
the Persian pegiﬁd.are the numerous parcicglaristic and universaliétic
passages in tﬁélprophetic books of ioel, 1E Zechafiah, chapters 9-14 of

the book, and Hélachi. Generally speaking, Jewish attitudes in these

books include extremes of both particularism and universalisa.

Between the end of  the Persian period and the writing of the

" ‘latest books in the Bible interactions between Blacks and Jews are to be

seen in the books of Maccabees wherein Jewish history during the Greek

‘period is recounted; in the Gospel according to Matthew, with its

narrative of the "Flight into Egypt;" in the book of Acts with its
accounts of Jews present from all the world in_Jérusalem on the Day of
Penﬁecost; of Niger among the followers of Jesué at:Antioch in Syria,
and of Philip's édnversion of the Ethiopian eunuch;. and in the writings

of Josephus. 'The books of Maccabees show Jewish relations with Egypt.

‘Matthew depicts Egypt as still a haven for Jews persecuted in the home-

laﬁd, yet tying.residence in Palestine with:coming out of Egypt. The

book of Acts lists adherents to Judaism from countries inhabited by

22. On the dates for the Talmud and Midrashim, one may consult

'I. Epstein (in The Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible), who gives a

brief bibliography. ' An excellent discussion is presented in White Over
Black by Winthrop D. Jordan; and there are numerous .collections of inter-
pretatigps and. legends in L. Ginzberg's Legends of the Jews, and in bocks
by S. Bqring-Gould, H. Polano, and Samuel Rapaport.
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Blacks, and indicates that Black people werc among the early mewmbers of
‘the Christian Church. And Josephus, who recounts the history of his
people, including much about Moses¥ and Cushites, goes into lengthy

dissertations abcut the proverance of the Jews and their affinities with

the Egyptians.23

' Reviewing and summarizing, there were Black-Jewish interactions
during the entire course of Eiblical history. These interactions may be
seen in the Biblé, supplemented by archaeological data, the works of
Josephus, ah& by extra-Biblical Jewish’tfaditions, Biblical interpreta-
tions such.as appear in the Babylonian Talmud and Midrashim, and legends.
In tﬁe_main, except for the relatively few universalistic passages in the
Iéible, the reactions, ﬁhich are from the Jewisﬁ side only, are negative
in hature. And in the Babylonian Talmud, Midrashim, and iegends the
reactions aré wholly”anti—ﬂlack, despite the conclusion that Blacks

formed a part of the ancient Hebiew-Isrzelite-Jewish community.

23. Against Apion (Whiston's translation).

ADDENDUM
For the peried 727-700 B.C.E. attention should have been called
to the fact that the Hebrew kingdoms were allied with Egypt-ﬁush and for
the period 609-586 it should have been noted that the Egyptians were
alternately antagonists and protagonists with respect to thg kingdom of

Judah.



I COLONIAL PERICD

BLACK-JEWISH RELATIONS IN EARLY AMERICAN HISTORY, 1654-1865

Bertrem W. Korn
Emerican Jewish Historical Socletr and
Hebrew Union College-Jewlsh Institute of Rﬂllglon, New York

1

Harold Isaacs, "Back to Africa," New Yorker, May 13, 1961, quoted by
Horace Mann Bond, "Howe and Isaacs in the Bush: The Ram in the Thicket,"
Apropos of Africa (complled and edited by A. C. Hill and M Kilson),

London, 1969), p. 288:

"I had the small but faintly consoling thought that my
ancestors, whatever other sins they might have been comnmitting
at the time, were sequestered in some Eastern European ghetto,
and could not have been among the slavers who walted out there
[beyond. Elmina] on those Shlps

~Rabbi--I. -B.--Koller,-Congregation .Blnai B!rith, .Santa Barbara, Calif.,

in e letter to the Jewish Post (Indianepolis), May 3, 19Th:
"Vhy should Jews be made to pay the price for past and
present black disadvanteges? After all, how many Jevs
vned slaves? How many Jews, after arriving in the USA
between 1900 and 1920, displaced blacks, made fortunes at
thelr expense or became party to Southe*n Jim Crowism or Northern
neglect?"

Maxwell Whiteman, "Jews in the anti-slavery movement," -
The Kidnepped and the Pansomed The narrative of Peter and Vina Stlll
after forty years of slavery (Phlla., lQTO),P._ti.

"... a.small number of Southern Jews were involved in

|
r
i
slavéholding [in 1853]." i
. |

a. Jewish slave-owners in New Amsterdam as ‘early as 1656; the inventory
' of the estate of the outstanding New Amsterdam Jew (Asser Levy) re-
ports his ownership of "one negro boy" .

b. Almost every stable Jewish household of any substance, Nsrth or -
' South, possessed at least one slave.

¢. Newport, R.I. census of 1TTh lists only two Jewlsh families
without slaves:

d. Of forty-one wills of Jews probated in New York,.1T04-1799,
' only fourteen refer specifically to slaves, three providing for.
manumission — but this does not prove the others did not own slaves.

e. Jacob Rodrigues Rivera of -Newport owned 12 slsves;‘Levi Sheftall
of Savannah Ll; Francis Salvador of South Carolina, LO.

f. Jews in the slave-trade: Isaac DaCosta and Moses Lindo of
Charleston; Simha de Torres, Isaac Levy &nd Jacob Franks of
New York; Aaron Lopez of Newport — the most distinguised Newport
Jew, perhaps of all the colonies: at least one slave ship on the
seas each year for ten years; staff of Negre workers in textile
plant; black customers, both slave and free.. - : '
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‘Shearith Israel of New York City hired two 'slaves from a widow
-and used other blacks in the building of a new synagogue in 1729 .

No record of ideological opposition to Slavery on the paru‘ of
Jews during the colonial perlod |

IT NATIONAL PERIOD

a..

1790 census: in South Carolina, of T3 identifiable Jewish heads
of households, 34 owned one or more slaves, to a total of 151.
Abraham Cohen of Georgetcwn held the most, 21.

1820 census: over three-fourths of the Jews in Richmond, Charles-
“ton ‘and Savannah, owned slaves; ornly one out of three in Baltimore;
" only one out of 18 in New York. Of Tk identifiable Jewish houses in

New York, 21 included free blacks, to a total of 29.  One of those who

.did not own any .in 1820, Jacob Levy, Jr., had manumltued 51x .slaves

in 1817.

1840 census: 62 identifizble Jews in New Orleans — although there
must‘have been several hundred households in the city: only T held
no slaves, 55 owned 3h8

1850 census: Mobile — 31 out of T2 identifiable Jewish heads of
households owned 90 slaves.

33 of 129 wills of Southern Jews (1790-1865) in the American Jewish
Archives collections refer to the ownership and d15p051+10n of
132 slaves; it is llkely that others owned slaves without enumeratlng
them.

Jews in business frequently had dealingé in slaves — .as sforekeepers,

- auctioneers, commission merchants. A few Jews were slave-traders,

including Solomon Cohen of Atlanta and Augusta, Ga; B. Mordecai of
Charleston, who purchased $12,000. worth of slaves in a single sale

in 1859; Levy Jacobs of New Orleans and Mobile; and the Davis family
o' Petersburg and Richmond, Va., the only Jews mentioned by Harriet
Beecher Stowe in A Key to Uncle Tom's Cabin. ;

Surinam was the only place in the Western Hemisphere where

enslaved or free blacks were regularly converted to Judaism.

The constitutions of congregations in Richmond, Charleston and

New Orleans restricted membership to white Jews. A black girl,

Lucy Marks, was buried in the Mikveh Israel cemetery of Philadelphia
in 1838 as a full member of ‘the congregation.  One Jewish black, "Old
Billy," regularly attended services in Charleston until his death

in 1860, Rabbis, cantors, presidents of congregations, owned slaves,
even.participated in the slave-trade within the U.S.

il
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h. A few Jews wvere active in the Pennsylvania and New York City
abolition societies from their founding. Moses Judah was a
member of the Standing Committee of the New York Society for
the Manumission of Slaves in 1806-1809; Rebecca Hart was an
officer for many years of the Female Anti—Slavery Sbciety of
Philadelphia; 2k Philadelphia Jews sent a petition to the
Senate in 1838, favoring the abolition of slavery in the District
of Columbia. In 1835 Henry Hyams of Donaldsonville, La., was a
leader at en anti-abolitionist meeting 2nd served on a vigilante
comnittee to oppose anti-slavery activity and propaganda. :

i. Few Jews active in the strongly Protestant-flavored abolitionist
movement of the 1850's, but some Jews were strongly in favor of
abolition: ~Rabbi David Einhorn of Baltimore; the '48er Michael -
Heilprin; Lewis Naphtali Dembitz of Douisville; Isidor Bush,

.another !U8er:and Missouri-politician. ~Jews like ‘Rabbi Isaac_'
Mayer Vise protesting at the apparent indifference of abolitionist
leaders to Jew1sh suffering. : :

_Js The famous sermon The Bible Vlew of Slavery by Rabbi Morris J. Raphall
of New York City, Jan. 4, 1861, and its refutatlons by Heilprin and
Elnhorn. : .

k. No uniformeewish view expressed~ by the Board of Delegates of
' American Israelites or the Independent Order of B'nai B'rith, the °
‘only national Jewish organizations of any significance.

IIi”JEWS IN THE PERCEPTION”QF-BLACKS
g. Jews as owners énd/or husbands of black -women and ‘mulattos, and
fathers of black/mulatto chlldren, of whom the most notable was
Frencis Cardozo. ;

- b. Jews as receivers of stolen goods from blacks, as peddlers
.supplying used clothing and notions to blacks.

" e. Jews as aliens/non—Christians.
IV. SOME FACTS OF JEWISH EXISTENCE

a. Jewish "liberalism" detached from Jewish teaching until late
1880's (Emil G. Hirsch, then Joseph Krauskopf, Stephen S. Wise  _
etc.,) other than David Einhorn. DNo "social action" references
in reports of Philadelphia conference of Reform rabbis, 1869.

b. Jewish congregations in Amsterdam, London, New Yerk, -still con-
 tributing to the redemption of Jewish slaves and captives on
Malta, in Eastern Europe and in North Africe until late 18th
century.

c. Were Jews able to achieve higher recognition in South prior to
the Civil War.partly because of the victimization of the blacks?

pow s i
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BLaCKS IN JEWISHE RELIGIQUS ThHOUGHT 4ND EXPLRIENCE

Claésic Jewish thought invariably begins witn Scripture, then
threads its way through Rabbinic commentary. With regard to
0 I
Blacks in gewish geligious E?ought and experlence, two passages
in Scripture--Moses' marriage to a Cushite woman and HNoah's
cursing Ham and Canaan.his son--are the principal soufces of
information pertinent to fhe theme of the day. The first passage
is, to use current terminoclogy, free of racism, and thg second
is charged with racism. wg_shall begin by dealing with the:first.
Moses-~-so chapter 12 of the Book of Numbers tells us--married
a Cushite or an Ethioplan woman, and thus made himself guilty of
miscegenation. His sister Miriam and hls brother karon were
critical--Miriam especially. God was even more critical of the
‘two critics. And being God, made His displezsure sharply and
.dramaticaliy clear. Miriam who hacd bsen 1ily'ﬁhite beczme 1éprous

wnite; and might have remained so for the rest of her 1life, had not

("

Moses interceded in her behalf with a perewptory prayer: "Heal her

ncw, 0 Lerd, I bese2ch Thee" (Num. 12:12).



=2
T%%;eupon she was healed, and_the ?ebple o Igrael j0prneyed
from ﬁazérqthysé-word which might mean_"coéy eﬂclosv%ngg"itO'
pitch their tents in the wiléernegs.of.Paran,'a_uo;d.which-can
heltakéh'tb ean "growth, fruitiuls 855"“—“OVJ§3-SO to spe é_,“
fron ﬁaqigl narrowness to a broadly humaﬁ-pa?terﬁ'df-iivinga
 Such is the;sup;rficial sepéé of:ﬂiﬁiam‘s-and Aarén*siéttgék
upon }ios_és for having m‘arri_ed-.'g Cushite 10'*13_1'1 But _thé _?éfrish,
.gﬁye_preéiseiy, the Rabbinic mﬁde of rea&inéltexts, enééavors‘£0

probe beneath the cuter_surfage. Such a probe as it examines the /&«

several facets cfsSremmaident, demonstrates that Miriam and -Aaron
= Vi e .
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" were - not at 2ll concerned by the fact

a Cushite woman. .45 .2 matter of fact they championed her, and

Leriticized Moses [or Teasonswywhich had no
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"
of all interlocutcers should have been relevant responds: No,

5 greatly superior to you: "With him I

[

as a Prophet Moses
speak mouth to mouth, manifestly, not in darx speeches.®" Why
in the particular circumstances where plaig speech 1s required
dces_notoeod say something like--and forgive me for presuming
tﬁ out words in God's mouth--"You, Miriamland Aaron, are out-
rageously racisty” or, if He preferred Biblical language, God

night have said: "Have you not all one Father, hath not one

God created you?--you as well as the Cushite woman whom Moses

nad taken as his wife."
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hen, too, why were the Jewlsh people in the wilderness
sllent about this early occurrence of miscegenation? When they
chose to, they were not only vocal but strident. 4And hsre at
this Juncture after their leader had taken unto himsel?

Cushitez wife, not a word from thea.

Mores Thnere are traditions both in Josephus (Antiguities
- BN o Yt RE7IIT
——— - ——v"—'f"'_ | — : E
11, %, 2, Loed, p. 275) and in Rabblnic literature (Ginzberg,

A

>zands of the Jzws 2, 287) concerning a lialson or rmarriage

-

between an Ethiopian princess and Moses. That happened earlier

f=tu
=

y the 1l1fe of Moses, when the Egyptian king sent him as head of
an expzditionary force to fignt the Ethiopians. DTuring the siege
of their capital city, an Etnioplan princess captivated by the

Moses fell in love with him and the two were married.
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Sut that ad taken place long, long before iloses
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warried Zipporah, daugh

o

er of a priest or prince of Midian, long-

before he had become leader of his people Wny then snoLla Miriam

-

and serocn have chosen to pick a quarrel with Moses now in the

1

wilde steed of Yyears ago when Moses had first taken unto
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hizmself the ‘Cushite woman?
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khoreover, if the target of attaclc was not the first Cushite

in the life of lioses, but the present one, Zipporzh, then Miriam
and Aaron were again late in being criticai. For Sy tge time
tﬁis'inéident, Moses and Zipporah his Cushite wife already
had two grown up sons. Here let me add that Zipporah teing a
native of liidian lived in an arga where swarthy bushites spread,
and she herself may well have been on the swarthy side like a true
daughter of Cush{&-&é /i/t‘ ’é" 4 'ry

In either event, whether Miriam critizized tloses' first wife
.or his second wife the tiwking of fde eriticism is baffling. So,

too, are certain details in the story: Wwhy is it nscessary to

of the Cushite
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"for he ned marrizd a Cushite wonan?! “vhat relevance tc the

ail the men that were upon the face of the ezrtn"? On the con-
-
tras his decision tg marry a Cushite woman besn2aks nct me2kness
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in criticism of Moses and on behalf of alpooran, that Cushite

. ‘1 youl o b oy ——
= A e
= ” / N
woman--for, “aaimu_a" he marrled ‘a Cushite woman, which, ju 717
A #
bnr/aﬂﬁ{_&:) . y \_F"—

4%aﬁ=¢:w~ﬁ?~cﬂpﬂrt*o&$‘meanq a woman eytraordlnpry in beauu
'and'éhaxacﬁer;;such a womaﬁ shouid not be neglec£éd, nq-ﬁatter
ﬁowiigpo;taﬁﬁ hér hﬁsﬁand may be; _Hhéﬁ right does Moses have
fb‘éct thus? We, £093 are Prophets, and-ge do not negiéct qur
spouses. Now Moses, being_a.meek man, did qbt"sﬁsak up in his

owvn behalf. But God said: With Moses do I-speakjmoutﬁ to mouth.

And since I do, Moses rightly has given up his spouse; but ybu?

T ——

_p;ophous-of .a mor lowly order, have not becn called upon tolrive
uﬁlyour sp0uses.. _ S ; S .. .- : i'- _' | s i
IIﬁ_fhis inciéénf_fhe term'Cushite, as already éiaﬁed,Vis
applied to Zippo;éh the wife of tioses. MNot only'was Zipporah
;iskind anﬁlgentle,_beéring.quietiy tﬁe neglect by;her_husband; She
was also'béautiful. _By.meang_of aiplay On.wc£d§ ﬁushite isnequauéd
.“one'who'ié.gazed at vi*'-adnirafisn¥;}sqah5 the qther

(ﬁﬂk 11:260 2wl AASY )u
- 3 3 ‘-19

s ayd in evar



tradition, is thus an gpithét of praise. Let me list the others.
David szng a Psalwm (Ps. 7) concerning Cuskh the Benjamite. And
Cusrn the Benjamite is identified as Saul head and shoulders

taller than any of his.feliow—countrymeh'(I'Sam._9:2); Wnen the

prophst Amos asks, Ars ve noi as the children of the Cushites

n

unto Me, O children of Israel? (Amos 9:7), the dramaic Targuam-

i e 4 -

he guestion: "Are you not greatly beloved unto Me?*

So, tco, wnen Jeremiah was cast into the pit where he would have

died, 1t was a servant of the king described as a Cushite, which,

‘the *king's

o

“in the context meazns a man of great valor, who dare

enger and extricated Jeremiah (Jer. 38:11). As & reward, this

particular Cushite is said to be one of nine who merited entering

N Y
e

 the CGarden of Eden alive (See Derek Eres Zuta, Soncino tr. 570;
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I don't know who is responsible for the eiﬁreésion "Black

is obzautiful." 'But;believe it or notlthe'o:iginal may stem

from the Talmud. Xing Solowon is said to have had two scribes--
Cushites. who were very beautiful (1'Kings;4:3j and B.Suk 53a)~-"
30 -~beautiful were -they -thai-when -Sokomon -saw -hovering over them
_ . Do ZEt VO o 5T

the angel of death with' a sad expression on his face; Solomon

thought tha@.the'bekuty of these two Cushites affected even the

éngel'ofidéath who felt sorry that he had to take their lives.
As 1t turned out--and the.story has .an Appointment in Samarja

touch~~the angel of death was sad not because he was affected by
their beauty but because he unexpectedly saw-them in a place-
where he had no authcrity to proceed against them.  Leaving the

- story, what is important is that in Jewish texts, the term

Cushite is all but z synonym for beauty whnen used of persons.
It retains the literal sense when applied to objiects. "Thus black

skin is deseribed as Cusnite; -a bDlack citron is describsd as
: .

Cushite.  Zat a humen' being wno 1s czlled & Cushite Is extra-

orGinary in peauttyeiin puritly, in weleow, o 1 Delovedness,
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7
But 1f, as you say, Cush the man of black skin is ide?tified
in Jewiﬁh ;grg witn beauty, with belovedness, why is Cush’%
fatﬁer Hgm, thé second son of liozh, igentified witb:ugiiness?
-You will recall Ham as é princiﬁai‘actor in a puzzling.i“cidegt

in Genesis which, as’'seen in Jew
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5 - sumnarize: ‘lioah, tiller of the soil, was the first to plant a

EE vineyard. He drank of the wine, and he uncovered himself within

the tent'--within his wife's tent, commentators suggest, Fam "the

V- _ father of Canaan, saw his father's nakedness, and told his

brothers outside {Gen. 9:20-22)}, "What did ne teill them?

- they, grown-up man that they were, znot mow that their 1
I i
: . . could te naked? Ané iIf by "nakedness" is meant z men's privy

ne 2xplanation: Nozh., like zost of us

ci
-
-
{1

vast. Though he nad been told that the forbidden fruit Adam

Q
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0~
e’ first 1:::1;1 nad }mt- two sons, and one slew the ofl,h_er;_ bur
father I‘If_a.;;h has three sons , yet hé .desil-‘.e.s to beget a fouru..l.l"
ﬁor ﬁas Ha@ coﬁtent'wiﬁh'uttering.such.distSpecfful'wards.f Ee
gdded t’d.__hisﬂhs‘in_ of _:'L-r.i‘mrerence the _stil_l gfea_ter bﬁtr&ge'-qf_

attem null“ i tb perform an operation--a pioneer vasectomy~-upon

e,

ih_s'fat4€r; des*gnc -to preve ent his éapaciiy to,ﬁegeé more-
children (Genfiﬁébbahlgézs? ané Cithargg ﬁegends,'l?u168j.
_“When Noah awoke fro” hls Ulne and heca;e qohe“——here
iegeﬁd t£kes b?er;ghe proncunced a curse unon Ha; in thg.éeréqnu
'of "his youngest son Candén. 'chﬂéﬁ himsél?'hé-coﬁlé do no hare,
'fbr God_had:ccnferred_a blessing upon Hpahlaﬁd his thrge sb;é as:
'théy departed from the ark. Thgrefére he ?ut théiéurse upon the
'1ast'born_soﬁ of-thé sca whe hnd prcven rc.ni ffemlbegétﬁingia 

i : J . o ? S oo, . 3
‘fo"r‘:-e“‘ son than the ﬂ.“es‘ hP ha:: The cdescendants of ham throup

2 s B Vi e f % 3 - b | Ty ey o Ha Y
nees of hiis fTather; they have misshapesn lips, bsgzusg Ham spode
-t e 1 -~ PR PO i e 4 .  m e e - -] = T
with his lips’ tc his brothers sbout the unsesmiy consition of his

' :
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Fathery ther have twisied aurdly hairpg "becsuss Ian lurieqn and
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twisted his head round to sse thes nakedness of his father; and
they go about naked, because Ham did nct cover the nakedness

of his father. Thus he was requited, for it 1s the way of Cod

I bl

to mete out punishment m2asure for measure" (Ginzberg, Lezends,

168-69) .

Vhat are we to make of the statement just cited? TIs it

1 :

what we now call ¥racism?® It is and it isn't. In fact, the

statement reflects not a racial but a political confrontation,

preciotype,; if you will, of the present coniroantation between
Jew¥s and Arabs. You see, according to ciassic Jeswish thought,
God assigned to each of the nations its particular country as
inheritance, even Tixing the borders thereof (D=ut. 32:8).

. The land of Canaan as it is called in the Eible, or

“Palestine, meaning ine land of. the Philistines as with character-

as we Jews call-it--had bsen allotted to the children of Shem.

. Bhem, oldest son of Nogh and forebear of Sexi



~ {Gen. 14:18%;anﬁ Rashi on Gen. 12:7). Now Canaan.violat%d the
diviné:order; Though a son of Ham, énd though his fathe% énﬁ
‘his brdthers_cuéh and Hizraim ﬁlegded gith him qoé-to cross.tﬁe
nationai boﬁndafies de.héd ordained, Canaan delibe?aﬁely ;na
véded avigaqfwhichfwaswnot-his (jubileeshi0;28~jk)m_ And;s§ the .
_aniﬁus 1n_Jemish teﬁts 1s-direqted.ﬁrimarily‘not ét Ham, thé-man
of black skin and forebear of-Cus#i%es,,men of bléck ski;;'bﬁt'-
‘at Canaan, inter;oper;and usurpgr;,-Inéeed, %o‘tnese Jewi§h tezts

assert; Canaan's father Ham and brothers Cush and Mizraim imposed
their own curse on Canaan for daring to invade the land which

prﬁperly belongs to Sﬁeﬁ.*
In péssing it should”be pointed ou% that ﬁahb;ﬁic téxﬁs dé
T_ ngt_épeah of Hamites_és a class to be-depfecéted. Only Eap:is
quken_of in deprecgtory tgfms because he was the unfcrtﬁnate
fa_‘r-,he-r: of__the brazen -Cana-a:_j.ités who wilfulif flouted Go_d‘-_# will E
:in croééing.in;o a démain tﬁat.waS'no£ theirs.. .
j_By wéy_df su:géry; In:Rabﬁinic_texts yhigh encompa3§ rpgghly

the first millennium of the Common Era the term Cushite is




o] Fus
associated wilith "beauly, character, purity of heart, beloved-
ness, and valor.”® 'The deprecation of Can=2an, son of Ham, and
brother of éush must be constrped as resulting not fron racial

disdaim but from rivalry over possession of land.

Outside of Rabblnic texis, 50 my frisnd Professor Salo Baro
wrote nie recently, Jewish literature either ancient or Medieval,
has little to say about Cushites or Blacks (1 May 1974).

In Rabbinic literaturs wanlch has had a profound effect upon
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the Jew's daily liturgy, human variety,
whether the variety be in a man's size op in his skin. Thus at

the sight of a black man, a man with white spois con his facey; a

man whose face is unusuvally red, a man wvho is very short or very
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Lord who wvariest the aspect of Thy creation"” (Tos Eerakoi 6:3
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indicates that in the heart of Jewish tradition, race, iike othe
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
to
from

subject

September 6, 1979
Domestic Affairs Commission Members -
Seymour Samet

Septemher 13th DAC Agenda

The enclosed memorandum which was sent to all AJC area offices
reports on some of our activities in response to the recent
events affecting black/Jewish relations. Since that time some
black leaders, notably Vernon Jordan and Bayard Rustin, have
spoken out against the P,L.0O, and for a renewal of joint
program efforts by blacks and Jews., At our September 13th
meeting we will consider strategy and tactics responses to these
developments,

Also enclosed is a draft of the proposed DAC budget for 1980,
It will be presented to the Budget Committee for their approval
later this fall. :

Encls.
"~ 8S/sso

79=600-56
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
"BLACKS AND JEWS: A NEW RELATIONSHIP"
Remarks by Robert S. Jacobs

at the Midwest Regional Meeting

Chicago, Illinois
September 10, 1979

For the past four weeks,'the press has been saturated
- with reports of growing antagonism between blacks and Jews
- as if this were something that began precisely on the

very day Andrew Young resigned as our Ambassador to the

United Nations.

If Andrew Young; the PLO and the-United Nations never
existed, American Jews and the American Jewish Commitfee
wduld still be vitally concerned about the state of black-
Jewish.relations. In fact, when we planned today's agenda

and included this topic, the entire Young episode lay in

the future.

_Becéuse simply put, black-Jewish relations are bad and"

getting worse - and this was so long before Andrew Young.

Let's talk about what's happened in the past ten or fif-

teen years and then about the opportﬁnity we have to im-

prove the situation.

L



Public épinion polls have established what the Jewish
community has long known subjectively: that anti-Semitism
among blaéks, and particulaély among young blacks, better-
educated blacks and black leaders, is increasing; it 1is
increasing absolutely and it is increasing at a time when

white anti-Semitism is generally decreasing. -

There may be many causes, including despair and frustra-
tion arising out of unemployment and other social -and eco-
nomic ills, but the fact of black anti-Semitism is there

and it isn't going away.

At the same time, one must admit that anti-black at-
titudes on the part of Jews are more prevalent than in the
past - and this too is before the heightened tensions aris-

ing from the Young affair. No one group has a monopoly on

prejudice.

Concurrently with this increased prejudice between
blacks and Jews in the past ten to fifteen years, there has
been a divergence in our agendas. Think back to the height
of the civil-rights movement, exactly sixteen years ago,
in the late summer of 1963. The black-Jewish alliance for
social justice and racial equality was strong and, we

thought, about to be triumphant. The march on Washington

i



had been the hallmark of non-violent action to'bring about
equality before the law; the close relationship growing out
of the civil righté ﬁovement had not yet been affected by
the shock and despair.of the assassinations of John F. |
Kennedy, Martin Luther King and Bobby Kennedy, by the devel-
opment of the "black power" conéept} the divisiveness and
horror of Viet Nam, the great success of Israel in the Six-
Day War but the growing diéapproval and isolation of that

country ~- all these still lay ahead.

At that time, blacks and Jews shared an agenda of im-
portant goals: an end to racial segregation and discrim-
ination, the extension of equal opportunity for all in em-
ployment, hbusing and education. These were universal
goals that fulfilled the political and emotional needs of
a black community struggling to pull itself up, up to the
bottom of the ladder - the top could wait unti} there was
at least a foothold on the bottom. There weré universal
goéls that fulfilled the political and emotional needs of
~a Jewish communiﬁy feeling somewhat secure és to Israel and
still living out the "assimilationist" or "melting pot"
theory thatlfhere really wasn't a Jewish culture or eth-

nicity in this country, that all Americans were basically

the same.



Well, what went wrong? Nothing as such! But circum-
stances changed, agendas and priorities changédr tensions
which existed sub rosa came out, all of which gave us a new

Situation with which to deal.

Instead of common, or at 1eést parallel, agendas de-
votéd in large part to broad political and civil rights,
blacks and Jews moved in different directions: blacks in
the direction of concern over employment problems - how to
create jobs, how to get a fair share of jobs, how to reduce
the devastating rate of unemployment aﬁong blacks, par-
ticularly black youth; Jews in the direction of concern
over Israel - how to safeguard:the very life of that country

- concern over Soviet Jews and Jewish identity in this

country.

The agendas of our two groups diverged as they became
more particularistic, as they became less concerned with

broad universal problems in our society.

Many people have decried this parochial tendency, but

- like it or- not - it has in fact occurred and we have to

live with it.

And so we see two trends in the past decade and a half:
first, the pulling apart of blacks and Jews in their agen-

das, and second, heightened tensions and antagonisms be-



tween us; founded partly on plain old-fashioned prejudice
and partly on different perce?tions by each group of what

is in its best interest and' this country's best interest.

—_—

Let's take a brief look at two examples of this:
first, Israel and South Africa,.and second, affirmative

action and quotas.

For years, most Americans - white and black, Christian
and Jew - gave solid support to the State of Israel. But
sometime in the late 1960's, after Israel's dramatic vic-
tory in the Six-Day Wér, we see the fifst substantial ex-
pressions of anti-Israel attitudes: sympathy for Palestinians,
a view that Israel is militaristic, imperiélist, and so on.
There were many causes for this shift in attitudes: 'neo-
isolationism resulting from Viet. Nam, a feeling that
Israel, a Jewish state, is somehow "too aggressive" - these
were some. In addition, among blacks, there was a growing
feeling of shared éxperience with the emerging nations of
Africa and the third world —_including-the Palestinians -
"against the white - and in the case of Israel, Jewish--

establishment.

Another sore point was South Africa. We don't have to
describe our repugnance with its racial policies. But for
Israel, there are few countries in the world with which it

can trade - unfortunately, South Africa happens to be one



of them.  In point of fact, a grea£ many other countries,
some of ﬁhem black African, trade with and sell arms to
South Africa, many in substantially greater volume than
Israel. "But Israel is often held to a higher standard of
conduct thén any other nation in the world - often a stan-
dard of conduct'set so artificiélly high that it cannot be
met, thus assuring international condemnation in advance.
And so-black Americans as well as others have been critical
of Israel - and this undeserved, double-standard criticism
hurts American Jews who care about Israel, and who see the

survival of Israel at the top of their agenda.

Have we truly explained our position to blacks? I

doubt it.

And the shoe fiﬁs on both feet. Thus, Jewish attitudes
on quotas$ in employment and education are seen by blacks
as opposition to legitimate affirmative acfion; It does
little good to poiht out that Jews have very good his-
torical and moral reasons for opposing quotas, and that AJC
“and other major Jewish organizatfons support affirmative

action programs while opposing quotas.

Somewhere along the line, with or without reason, the
black community has equated our opposition to quotas with
opposition to affirmative action, not recognizing what we

see as a clear distinction. Quotas are seen by blacks as



a péssport to jobs, and jobs are what the black community

desperately needs; opposition to quotas then is seen as

opposition to help for blacks.

But have the blacks truly explained this to Jews? I

-doubt it.

Israel and affirmative action are examples of the way
in which black and Jews are talking past each other, in
- which black and Jewish aQendas have gone off in different
directions, to such an extent that the differences now

appear to surpass in importance the shared concerns.

And as we have seen, the divergence in real - or per-
ceived - interests has been accompanied by increased pre-

_ judice and lack of understanding between the two groups.

* ¥ *

Having said all that, what can we do? What should we

do? I suggest that the first thing to do is reduce the

level of emotionalism on both sides, cut back on some of the

strident oratory that makes it so hard to work together.

Then we can recognize - each group - our-prejuﬁice against
the other and the fact of our differences with the other
in the selection of priorities. Until these facts are

acknowledged, no matter how unpleasant,.and until respon-

sible leadership of each group condemns those of its lead-



ers who are anti-Semitic or anti-black, little of lasting

value can be accomplished.

-But once the air has been cleared, each group can and
must reexamine its own priorities and, in a dialogue that
may continue for longer than we imagine, explain and try
to understand respective priorities and the reasons they

have been selected.

Then comes the difficult task of coalition-building,
of sharing agendas, of working together on matters of com-
mon concern. And occasionally, in the give-and-take of
logrolling, we may seek support that is important to us,
while giving support to black groups that is important to
them - even if each of us maf not be completely satisfied

. with the positions we take.

We won't trim our principles any more than we would ask
blacks to do'so, but if we Jews give a little on our public

opposition to "quotas™ - by which I mean not publicizing

our opposition, not filing briefs in "Quota" cases - remem-
ber we stayed out of Weber - to get black support for
Israel, and if blacks give a little on their éublic posi-
tions on Israel and South Africa to get Jewish support for
jobs, won't we all be better off? And won't this lead to
reconciliation and mutual support between two groups with

a common history of suffering at the hands of the majority?




A -

We can never forget our emotional ties based on the
Selma Match,-Schwerner and Goodman, Martin Luther King and
much more - but our new relationship with black America

will be more mature, founded not only on emotion - it will

also be secured by a facing of reality and a sharing of
specific common interests - and a policy of forming coali-
tions to support particular priorities which are of cri-

tical importance to one or the other.

To begin this process of reconciliation and coalition-

building is the opportunity we have as Jews and as members
of the American Jewish Committee. Let us do our part - and

then some!



cintertalinment -

Friday, Deg:eni'ber 14, 1978

The Jerusalem Post

Pape Six

“ALMOST MIDNIGHT,” the late
news programme struck gold on
Monday night, al least from the
polnl of vlew of providing dramatle,
diate news, although what
happened was disastrous from the
polnt of view ol Israell spart.
‘The sports team was glving us
" some cursory, run-of-the-mill shots
of the testants in the M bi

“AB

the balance by presenllng the view
of Perry and Willlams.

Arbel i erviewed Perry, after

‘Tel Aviv-Hapoel Tel Aviv basket-
ball match as they left the court at
the end of the mateh. Suddenly,
Shmuel Nahm!as ran up to Aulcie
Perry, Tel Avly Maccabl's black
star, and launched a great gob of
spit into his face. Perry and Mac-
cabl's other black ace p:rlormer,
Earl Willlama, then ran after
Nahmias, who was caught end

knoclked down. Then the poilce and,

other players tackled Perry and
‘Williams.

All this happened so suddenly that
Yoram Arbel, the sporls commen-
tator, was obvlously caught quite
unawares — he could hardly belleve
what he was seelng. But even when
he gave the Incldent some subse-
quent coverage, he did not seem to
be sure what poasition to take. He did
mumble something about the

first showing us, several times,
slow-motion shota of the Incident.
These made it alinost clear what
had happened. Nahmias went up to
Perry, said something, appeared to
offer to shake handa, and then walk-
ed past. When he was a few metres
away, Perry, who waa carrylng the
ball, threw it behind him, without
looking where it was golng, If he In-
tended the bell {o hit Nahmias on
the face, aa it did, It was an extraor-
dirary shot ta hring off without look-
ing, but then Perry is an ext-zor-
dinary player. Nahmias, obviously
asauming that the ball had been
deliberately thrown at him, than
turned, rushed atl Perry, and hurled
his spitball into Perry's face. The
reaction of Perry and Wii'lams was
Inevitable and understundable,
They were standing up for human
d!gnlw. an attitude Is-aelis should

Hapoel players using language to
the two black players so obscene
that he was not prepared to repeat
it. Viewers were lelt to inler, axin-
fer we did, thal these obscenities
related to the colour of the skin of
the two Maccabi stars. Later, we
learned that the crowd had been
hurling similar raclel abuse at the
twa blacks throughout the game,
and had attacked them aftorwards
aa they tried to leave the stadlum.
One Hebrew-language newspaper
criticized the two men for their
provocative effrontery In teylng to
leave the stadium without a police
escort, theceby inciting the Iscaell
crowds Lo try to lynch them,

The Tel Aviv Hapoel manage-
ment, which has been trying to get
rid of Perry by falr means or foul
for some time row, announced that
they would launch criminal
proveedings and would move to
have the two blacks deported.

O Tugaday night's nine o'clock
Rews, aneffort was made to redreas

EY bi's p

ed npalugy.

. In the interview with Arbel. Perry
sald that he was very nervous
because the crowd and the Hapoel
team had repcatedly Insuited him
and his mother during the match,
We were ielt to gness what the exact
insults were; I think we can work
out what waas sald.

WHAT IS very disturbing 1s not the
fact that on incident took place after
a fiercely contested basketball der-
by, but that racialism should have
reared Its revolting head in [srael.
One connot help Sut wonder how we
Jews would feel it auti-Semitic
abuse was hurled at our players at
the Qlympics in Moscow, and how
we would expect our teame W react,
Yet our Hebrew-languaga press has
been unanlmous in turping savagely
on Perry and Willlama. In fact, In
justice to Arbel, ha waa the only
reporler to pul Perry's point of view
at all

ACK AND WHITE ISSi

TELEREVIEW / Philip Glllon

It seems almost Incredible that
the world's most persecuted race,
with the possible exception of the
tlacks, should practise racial In-
tolerance In its own homeland. I
haye had occaslon In the past to
complain about the Voltalrean jokes
that the Almlighty seems to be play-
Ing on us — this raclal Intolerance Is
the latest example of history's
savage ronles.

In all the circumstances, I hope
that Nahmlas and the Hapoel
management will drop thelr
tharges, which may well rebound,
as did a previous Hapoel effort to
ket rid of Perry by Invoking the Law
of Return.

BY COINCIDENCE, we saw a
much happier and healthier attitude
to a black basketball player dis-
played In the youth sports
progamme, ‘‘Faster, Higher,
Stronger,” on Tucsday afternoon.

The hero of this progamme Ken-
dall Pinder, has brought
Jerusalemm Hapoel out of the
doldrums and apoears to be steer-
Ing it safely towards a relurn to the
National League. We saw fim mot
enly In action, but also being lionlz-
ed by young adorers, who appeared
to be completely colour blind.

The shots restored some of our
falth that Israe! will some day
become the tolerant, literal, ideal
ancicly that Theodor Herzl and the
founding fathers and mothers
dreamed abaut.

Pinder made some very good
cracks — about the kind of courts on

which our young have to learn, he
said that he was worried about the
basketa saylng to themselves that)
they had been siarding there so long
it was time they had a rest. and;
came dowr on the heads of the

children. He also deacribed Ilsraell
drivers as being involved, like em-
battled basketball players, Inoffen-
sive defence lactica, He ceralnly
seemed to be having a very good
time in Jerusalem, which he
described as a quiet city, eapecially
on Friday nighta. Which s a fair
enough description.

STILL ON THE subject of blacks,
**The Paper Chase™ featured a hero
this week who bore A remarkable
resemblance to Aulele Perry,
although he lacked Perry’s height.
The theme was a moot court, which
the bluck hero, a former West
Pointer, was ﬁetermlned to win, T'o
this amhi he

his t te to run kil

every day ‘across country In order fo
attain the atate of pllyslcal fitness
that the black Idzred Y

‘ fitness.

any of the great trial lawyers I have
met ever attained a peak of physlcal
And I find Professor
Kingafield's teaching methods
rather strange: his students seem to
awol off cases like parrols, and then
regurgitate them word for word,
But I must say that the worthy
professor gave a superb lesson to
the black hero In how to give advice
without actually giving it in order to
comply with the rules of the com-
petition,

The serles Is a fascinating one,
and I suppose it should be deacribed
by the nppellation “aduit,” to dis-
tinguish It from some of the other
aeries wo see, It s suflictently grip-
ping to hold me, although it com-
petes with Jordan's *“‘Kojak."

Generally, Television House
should look at ita times, Many peo-

in & good trial lawyer,
While I am all in favour of the
principle of a healthy mind and a

healthy body. 1 cannot recall that

f

ple laired to me that they
could not see " Disraeli”” because it
was screencd so late. Since the
programme was run a second time
to give religious viewers a chance to
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see t, the laténess of the hout was
rather taking back with the left
hand what had been given with the
right — our religlous frlends are
known to go early to bed.

Bul 1 endorse again the pollcy of
ending evenings with shows like
“Soap” and "‘Love, Amerlcan
Style.,” Mora of the same might
make us forget the newas shots as we
scttle down to aleep
IN THE NEWS, I was dellxh:ed to
ba ressured by Professor Mervyn
Gotsman that Prime Miniater
Menahem Begin — may be live to
be 120 — was In very good phyaleal
&nd mental health, Professor
Gotsman was rebutting the charges
levelled by Dr. Yisrael Peled, the
mayor of Ramat Gan, -

The professor sald that Mr. Begin
wasas flt to serve as prime minister
a8 he has ever been, and that there
was no reason why he could not
earry on for another four years.

Of course, there are some of us
who think that he was never fit to be
prime minister, and that he ls cer-
tainly not fit to remain at the post
for four more years, Heaven forbid,
but these views have nothing to do
with the state of his health.

————————
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SEVENTEEN NINETY BROADWAY = NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019 =

September 5, 1979

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Interreligious Affairs Director
The American Jewish Committee

Institute of Human Relations

165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your recent comm-
unication in which you shared your views on Ambassador
Andrew Young's resignation:’

Those of us who appreciate the contribution which
Ambassador Young made in his capacity as United States
Permanent Representative to the United Nations are hope-
ful that his departure will not mean a de-emphasizing of
America's commitment to human rights and peace around the
world.

I am enclosing herein a copy of statements adopted
by Black leaders at the August 22nd Conference held at
the NAACP National Office.

Once again, thanks for your comments.
Yours for peace and progress,

[ |4

Hooks
Executive Director

BLH:klb
encl.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

212-245-2100




NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
1790 BROADWAY ® NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019 ® 212-245-2100

August 24, 1979

Dear Friend,

As a result of the unhappy circumstances surrounding the
resignation of Ambassador Andrew Young as U.S. Permanent
Representative to the United Nations, the NAACP felt it
imperative to convene a meeting of black leaders to study
the issues involved and attempt to arrive at a consensus.
Such a call was issued by the NAACP and several supporting
organizations on August 16, 1979. '

Meeting at the NAACP national headquarters, these per-
sons considered the following issues: Ambassador Young's
integrity and the double standard by which he was judged;
black/Jewish relations, blacks and the conduct of U.S.
foreign policy and support for the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference.

Approximately 200 people representing the leading civil
rights organizations, churches and some of the most
prominent fraternal and civic groups attended that meeting
on August 22, 1979. We are proud that, given the diver-
sity of the group and intensity of feelings that Ambas-
sador Young's resignation aroused, history will judge

that day as one of the most significant in the quest by
black Americans for full respect as citizens of this
nation.

We trust that you will have some interest in the state-
ments which were unanimously adopted at that meeting
and which are herein enclosed.

Sincerely yours,
Enclosures ' Benjamin L. Hooks
BLH/1h Executive Director
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1790 BROADWAY @ NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019 e 212-245-2100

Opening Statement by Benjamin L. Hooks,
NAACP Executive Director, at Meeting of
National Leaders on Implications of
Ambassador Andrew Young;s Resignation
as U. S. Permanent Representative to the
United Nations, Wednesday, August 22,
1979, NAACP National 0Office, New York,
New York. :

This meeting was called for the purpose of dealing with
the fallout surrounding the circumstances of the resignation of
Ambassador Andrew Yaung as_Permanent Representative of the
United States to the United Nations.

Over the past week, events have peen moving so fast that
it has been difficult to consider the whole issue in a compre-
hensive manner. Many of the issues which we have élanned to
discuss have been dealt with in other forums. But, there are
still many guestions unanswered by Mr. Young's resignation.
These issues demand that we express our concerns and attempt to
give some direction to the search for an ultimate resolution of
this crisis.

We strongly believe that in the national interest, the
U. S. government has a responsibility to provide its citizens
with the truth while taking every precauticon agaiqst besmirchinq

or destroying the credibility of so worthy a diplomat and states-
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our meeting today we plan to do four things:

Issue a statement holding up td light the
double standards by which Mr. Young has

been judged.

Call upon' this nation to live up to the ideals_
of decency and candor that Mf. Young estab-
lished as ambassador.

Call for continuing dialogue wiéh the Jewiéh
community in an effort to lessen the deep
polarization which has been worsening between
them and black Americans.

Underscore the historical involvement of

blacks in developing U. S. foreign policy.

We at the NAACP have already expressed our dismay at the

resignation of Ambassador Young. We have made known our views

that he has contributed immeasurably to elevating U. S. rela-

tions with Third World countries, and, with regard to the

incidents leading to his resignation, we are convinced that he

acted in the best interest of this nation.

L

seems necessary and appropriate now, that we comment
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furthezr on the situation which precipitated the Young controversy.

Because of our ba&kgrcuqd, heritage and trédition, there
is a natural tendency for many black Americans, historically, to
have tremendous sympathy with people who are deprived wherever
they are.

This 1s true of the Jewish people, the Arab People, the
Palestinian people, native Americans,; Viet Nam boat-people,
Haitian refugees, European peoples who have come to this country
in search of a better life, as well as many others.

In the difficult problems of inter-cultural relations, we
must take into consideratiﬁn forthrightly, the human component.
There is no way that there can be sides where simple humanity
is concerned. Moreover, the key to a peaceful world is a reso-
lution of the profound differences that separate and divide
peoples for whatever reason. -

In our view, this is what the enlightened foreign policy
of the United States under this administration is all about.

It equates the Israeli child, the Palestinian child, the
Egyptian child, the Vietnamese child, the Nicaraguan child with
our own children, particularly in this International Year of
the_Child.

We, therefore, applaud all efforts to have people talking,

conferring, and understanding one another, and it ought to be
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the function:of our government és a-leader of the frée world
to bring people together far'this purpose.

We believe that yhat Ambassador Young did was aimed at
this objective. We furﬁher believe that this search for ways

to be evenhanded and fairminded must be pursued, because by

doing what is best for everybody, we do what is best for America.

What we hope to do here todgy is to achieve a broad con-
census. Obviously we do not intend to circumscribe the aﬁility
of anf group to puréue these objeétives in its own way at its
own pace,

_mThig is not the time for arrogance or intransigence, but
a time for a mutuality and tempered dialogue. We believe that
all thoughtful Americans of all faiths and persuasions concur

in these views.
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STATEMENT UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED
BY BLACK LEADERSHIP MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1979,
NAACP NATIONAL OFFICE, NEW YORK,
NEW YORK.

BLACKS AND U.S. FOREIGN POLICY

Given the history of racial discrimination in the‘United
States, it should hardly be surprising that the forthright
conduct and candor of Ambassador Andrew Young would be cause for
so much consternation throughout our government ;nd the nation.
Readily acknowledged by friend and foe alike are Mr. Young's
historical contributions in advancing United States foreign
policy in areas of the world that are crucial to this country's
interests. |

Ambassador Young was a spearhead in opening doors that
were previocusly closed to the United States. He was immensely
successful in a role in which so many others were colorless or
dismal failures. As a black person in an establishment con-
trolled by whites and which historically has functioned for the
advancement of whites only interests, he was color blind. He
pursued his mission as an American representing all people, not
as a black American. His universal approach to some of the most

difficult —-roblems that increasiﬁgly have hampered this nz2%tion's
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foreign policy was refreshing.

Ambassador Young conducted ﬁis office knowing fully well
the interests Ehat are at stake in the pursuit of peace around
the.world, especially in this instance, in the Middle East. 1In
every war since the founding .of this nation, black citizens have
bﬁrne arms and died for their country. Their blood was spilled
from Bunker Hill to Vietnam. It is to be expected that should
the United States become drawn into a war in the Middle East,
black Americans will once more be called upon to sacrifice their
iives.

Nevertheless, the involvement of blacks and their concern
in foreign policy questions is repeatedly questioned. Black
American citizens deplore the arrogance that is implicit in
this attitude. As a result, the treatment that was accorded
Mr. Young 5y the U. S. government, especially by the State
Department, was totally abhorrent. Black Americans strongly
protest the callous, ruthless behavior of the United States
State Department toward Mr. Young.

We deplore the history-of racism and the bureaucratic
recalcitr&nc;e that is so endemic to that agency. Black Ameri-
cans protest the history of employment discrimination at the
State Department and call upon the Fresident and Secretary of

State to exert their full authority in pressing for the desegre-
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gation of that institution. Every effort must be made to place
and advance blacks in positions of authority there.

We hold the State Department fully accountable to the
American people for events surrounding Mr. Young's resignation
and call upon President Carter and Mr. Vance to make public thé
complete details surrougding the Ambassador's meetigq wiﬁh the
P.L.0. and the circgmstances pertaining to the public disclosure
of that encounter..

We demand once more to know why ﬁas the American Ambas-
sador to Austria given a mere reminder about U. S. policy pro-
hibiting meétings with the P.L.0. while Mr. Young was harshly
reprimanded. We call upon the Carter Administration to account
for this gross double standard.

Clearly, the stakes for minorities in the conduct of
American foreign policy continue to be nigh. In energy, the
Middle East represents one of the primary areas of supply. As
we have seen in recent years, any disruption or uncertainty of
supply can have a disastrous imp#ct upon the U. S. economy and
that of its principal trading partners as well as throughout
other areas of the world.

Africa, likewise, provides the United States with the
bulk of many scarce minerals that industry n=zeds. Black people

furthermore, havs ristorical and cultural roots in that conti-
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nent. The moral aspects of the gross violations of human and
political rights by the white miﬁorities in southern Africa
constitute a direct affront to black Americans. So, it 1is
imperative that we who have so much to contribute to the

" further improvement of relations with‘countries on that conti=-
nent continue to be even more invelved in develcping.u. S.
p§licy on Africa as well aslthe rest of the world.

Finally, as Americans, black people very strongly resent
having the right of their involvement in the development and
conduct of U. S. foreign policy questioned.

Neither Jews, Italians, Germans, Irish, Chinese, British,
French or whatever other ethnically or nationally identifiable
group has any more right to be involved in the development and
conduct of United States foreign policy than Americans of
African descent. If there is any single area where the melting
pot concept applies, it is with foreign affairs. For we either
all pursue the common interests of this nation together or help

it sink separately.



'NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
1790 BROADWAY ® NEW YORK, N.Y. 10019 & 212-245-2100

STATEMENT ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY
BY BLACK LEADERSHIP MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1979,
NAACP NATIONAL OFFICE,

NEW YORK, NEW YORK.

In support of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
we affirm the right of black citizens and organizations to engage
in dialogue with individuals and groups whose actions have serious
consequences for them. We applaud ﬁhe initiafive of those indivi-
duals and organizations that hafe come to the defense of Ambassador
Andrew_Yquné, our colleagﬁe and brother.

We respect and affirm the right of the Southern Christian
_ Leade;ship Conference and any other individual or o:ganizétion to
expfess their views on international and domestic issues.

We join with Ambassador Andrew Young in rejecting the notion
that any foreign ﬁation should dictate the foreign policiés of the
United States. We summarily reject the implication tﬁat anyone
other than blacks themselves can determine their proper role in
helping to shape and mold American foreign policies which .directly

affect their lives.
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STATEMENT UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED
BY BLACK LEADERSHIP MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1879,
NAACP NATIONAL OFFICE, NEW YORK,
NEW YORK.

BLACK/JEWISH RELATIONS

Since the beginning of this century, some American Jews and
Jewish organizations have openly joined with black Americans in
the struggle against religious bigotry and racial hatred. They
saw in the treatment that was accorded blacks a reflection of
their own sufferings extending back over thousands of years. The
interests of blacks and Jews_i# seeking an end to the destructive
and irrational hatreds were mutual.

However, the key question before us as representatives of
the black community in America is the more immediate problem of
the extent to which the successful demand for the resignation of
Ambassador Andrew Young has in fact further damaged an already un-
happy relationship between the American Jewish organizational spokes-
men and the rank and file and the leadership of American blacks.

Since it is clear that the resignation of Ambassador Young
has\serioﬁsly intensified tensions in black-Jewish relations, then
any attempts to seek to relieve these tensions must be based upon

contemporary realities. At this time attempts to deal with this
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problem by emot;onal rhetoric, past defenses and denials can only
exacerbate the problemn.

There is no question that individual Jews and Jewish organ;
izations and their 1eader§ have worked as part of a liberal coali-
tion‘with blacks and organized labor to form a powerful political
force for social and economic reform in the United States;_ It is
also clear that Je#ish organizations and leadership have done so
when it is in their perceived interest to do so as we do. It is
reasonable to believe that they will continue to work with blacks
when they believe that it is in their interest to be allied with
blacks and our aspirations.

However, it is a fact that within the past 10 years some
Jewish organizations and intellectuals who were previously identi-
fied with the aspirations of black'Americans for.unqualified edu-~
cational, political and economic equality with all other Americans
abruptly became apologists for the racial status quo. They asserted
that further attempts to remedy the present forms of discrimiﬁatinn
were.violative of the civil rights laws.

.Powerful organizations within the Jewish community opposed

the interest of the black community in the DeFunis, Bakke and Weber

cases up to the United States Supreme Couxt.
Beyond that, some Jewish intellectuals gave credence and
policy substance to such concepts as "reverse discrimination" and

"quotas" as reascns for restriccting further attempts to continue
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to seek remedies for present discrimination against blacks.. The
term "ﬁﬁota“ which traditionally meant the exclusion of Jews was
now being used by manf Jews to warn against attempts.to include
blacks in aspects of our society and economy from which we were
pfeviously exclude&. To many blacks this seems to be a most ﬁer—
pPlexing Orwellian perversion of language.

Black America is also deeply cdncerned with the trade and
military alliance that exists between Israel and the illegitimate
and oppressive racist regimes in South Africa and Southern Rhodesia.
That relationship, in our view, imposes upon Jewiﬁh.orqgnizations
in this country an obliqaﬁion to insist that the State of Israel
discontinue its support of those repressive and racist regimes.

These causes of black-Jewish tension could only give aid
and comfort to those who previously were as anti-Semitic as they
were anti-black. It is also possible that it completed the circle
of black separatism and bitterness.

Realism demands that the burden of resolving the black-
Jewish tensions which have been brewing for years cannot be pladed
disproportionately on the backs of already overburdened blacks;
Jews must show more sensitivity and be prepared for more consul-
tation before taking éositiéns contrary to the besﬁ interests of
the black community.

Realism demands als§ that all discussions seeking to amel-

iorate or resclve fundamenta. <¢ifferences between American blacks
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and Jews be condﬁcted in terms of specific issues and problems
ratherlthan in terms of emotions, supplication, subtle or flagrant
thréats and coercion or arrogance.

 whenever the legitimate concerns of blacks are or are per-
ceiﬁed to be in conflict with the interests and policies of Jewish
organizations and leaders, then those diffe;ences must be made
clear and if possible resolved. If those concerns cannot be re-
solved by rational discussions and in an atmosphere of mutual re-
spect, then realism demands that blacks W%ll differ with Jews even

as Jews will differ with blacks. ' Each group will then use whatever

power and influence it has to pursue its own goals.
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STATEMENT ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY
BY BLACK LEADERSHIP MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 22, 1979,
NAACP NATIONAL OFFICE,

NEW YORK, NEW YORK.

AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG

WE ARE PROUD OF YOU

It is an accepted fact of American mentality that for any '
black person to attempt to speak for this country on internationall
matters invites the wrath of those who have assigned unto them-
selvés the role of world leaders. Naturally, this attitude is
directly tied to the 400 years of Western ;oloniaiism'which saw
whites as the subjugators of the darker races. |

Within the context of this master;servant relationship,
Europeans extended their dominance thousands of miles away f;om
their home bases to lands as distant as the Far East. They had
near-total control of the 'principal sea lanes around the world
as well as of much of the underdeveloped territories and countries
in Africa, the Caribbean and Asia.

Wiﬁh powerful navies, their new technologies and the resul-
tant need to £ind an abundant supply of cheap raw materials as
well as markets for their expanding industries and commerce, they
fashioned ways to control the minds and bodies of those over whom
they had assuﬁed caontrol.

Given this history -- and nostalgia ~- it should therefore
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come as no surprise that so many white Americans wculd regard
with great alarm thg initiatives of such a supérb diplomat as is
United Naﬁions Ambassaéor Andrew Young, the first black to hold
that post. The old coloﬁial.emgires are dead. But the mentality,-
undérgirded by raciém, still lingers on in the minds of tco mahy
whites. ‘

It follows, tﬁerefore, that the singular contributions of
.another great diplomat, who alsc was black,.Ralph Bunche, have
been all but written out of American history. -He was, ambng
ather things, Under Secretary for Special Political Affairs at
'theIUnited Nations shortly after World War II. It was he who
fashioned the details for the Middle East peace in 1949 which
resulted in the creation and recognition of Israel as a nation.
For these éfforts, we are sure, the world is grateful although
S0 1ittle recognition is given.to the man who fashioned the
settlement for war-torn Palestine.

Against this backéround, It is somewhat ironic 30 years
later that we find the Middle East gquestion now bringing an end
to the brilliant tenure cof Andrew Young as the American Ambas-
sador to the United Nations. Ambassador Young has been mercilessly
assailed for having met with fepresentativés of the P.L.0O. He
has been made a sacrificial lamb for circumstances beyond his
conﬁrol. Pointedly overlooked, however, is tﬁat he was Exércis—

ing his best judgment, first in carrying out the wishes of his
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government ingetting a postponement of an‘issue coming up before
the Security Council that could have forced the United States
into an embarrassing stance. |

§econd, as president of the Security Council, it is his
dutg to meet with all parties involved in guestions scheduled
to be considered by that body. And the P.L.O; was at the center
of the gquestion. Ambassador Young, in the manner in which he
met with the P.L.0. on a brocedural issue,.demonstrated great
maturity and skill. _The overreaction by the ngtional news media,
some of the Jewish community, the Carter administration and
some congressional leaders was a reqrettabie consegquence cf the
double standard by which this nation judges its black leaders. .

Pointedly and tragically éverlooked in the hysterical
reaction to Ambassador Young's meeting with the P.L.O. is that
the encounter did not change =-- neither was it intended to
alter == U; 5.-policy regarding United Stateg dealings with that
group. Furthermore, Ambassador Young did succeed ;n his mission.
He won an agreement on postponing tﬁe upcoming debate on Reso-
‘lution 242 and the Palestinian homeland issue.

The question of black-Jewish relations being worsened by
Ambassador Young's resignation, not surprisingly, has flared
into the open even more heatedly than in the past. It must be

emphasized that for blacks, %tx2 issue is not one of anti-Semitism
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or irrational hatred of Jews. Hiétoriéally the object of bigotry,
Jews easily empathized with the traditional victims of racial
hatred in this country.

Blacks, however, were deeply affrontéd bf the inﬁereﬁt
arrogance in the attacks upon Ambassador Young by certain Jewish
groups and the ‘news media for his having dared to place the
interests of the United States above all other considerations.

To his ihestimable credit, Ambassador Young has warned
about inciting black-Jewish tensions in his.support. That
certainly was appropriate. The Ambassador's gentlemanly response
to the circumstances leading up to the premature curtailment of
his United Nations tenure cannot mask the double standard by
which he has been judged. He has been excoriated and éilloriéd
by the nation's media, sundry people and organizations. Yet
rare is such a Qiant of a man who has served his country with
such outstanding success. “

Because of this double standard, we f£find that the American
Ambassador to Austria met with the P.L.O. in that country three
times; yet he was only "reminded" of his government's policy.

No public explanations, however, have been given about the full
nature of Mr. Wolf's meetings. |

We fear, however, that at this stage; not much more will
be revealed about those encounters. It really matters little.

For the whole history of the treatment that was meted out to
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Ambassador Young demonstrates that it will be a long time before

this.double standard of judging black people will-belbrought to

an end.

- 30 -
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From AFRO-AMERICAN WEEKEND
September 4 - 8, 1979

Letters to the Editor

COURAGEOUS AMBASSADOR
New York

It would gppear_that Ambassador Young's having to resign over this matter
is out'of_proportion to_the historic contribution he has made towards

improving relationships with nations for the USA at the United Nations.

A mbassa&or Young shéuld be applauded for the courageous manner in which

he has chosen to resign, and for the clarity he has given to thelinadequacy
of'US foreign polic& in.the_ﬂidﬁast, particularly as it relates to thé
Palestine Liberation Organization. Perhapé this wil} be Ambassador Young's

legacy.

The whole world will be waitihg to see who will replace Ambassador Young,
We will know'thea whether his leaving will mean a veversion of US presence
at the UN to the more staid, traditionalist mode of the past. This will
only thwart our mbvément toward open relationships wfth fhe non-Western

nations.

Reverend M. William Howard

President, National Council of Churches




3% . : : New York Chapter

THE AMERICAN JEWISH CONMMITTEE
Institute of Human Relations + 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 « Plaza 1-4000

date January 19, 1979
to See List Below** . _
from Haskell L. Lazere . . CONFIDENTIAL

subject Koch, The Rabbis and The Minorities

On January 18, the attached article appeared in the New York Times.
I had deep misgivings when I read it, and therefor was somewhat prepared
for what developed during the day. A call came in from Jack John Olivero
asking if I had read the article and telling me that it seemed to him that.
the clear impact was that the minorities who were critical of Koch were anti-
semitic. Jack, who is an officer of ATGT is also president of the Community
Service Society and former President of the Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund.
We had a long conversation in which he apologized for calling me to complain,
but I was one of the few he knew well and could be candid with. (He thanked
me for what I had done in the Post editorial matter and told me that the
Post in its negative way had done a service to the Puerto Rican community
since it had brought so many diverse groups together.) I assured JJ that I
was pursuing the news item with the Board of Rabbis..

‘During our conversation JJ also expressed concern that in all the S
rhetoric of the current fiscal crisis he was getting the feeling that all i
fiscal ills were being blamed on the poor and all cuts would be made at: e
their expense. He expressed concern that in the process that we would (if
we had not already) develop a climate in which "welfare'" and other similar
services would be dirty words and change the public attitude toward taking -
care of those who could not care for themselves. He noted that his people
were "new immigrants' and needed a hand up. He deplored that '"climate' that.
was developing, and at my suggestion said he was_g01ng to say something
about it at the annual meeting of CSS. I hope his comments will be published.

Following Jack's call, I called Malcolm Hoenlein to call his atten-

“tion to the article and to convey Jack's conversation. I then called Paul

Hiat, Executive Director of the New York Board of Rabbis. Paul assured me

that the Times story was the Times, not Rabbi Silverstein, who had geared

his remarks toward having better Black-Jewish relations.  He is sending me

a copy of Silverstein's remarks. I suggested that he do a cover note with

it laying the blame for the distortion on the Times. I also .asked him to

have Silverstein send a letter over to the Times re the story which appeared.*

Late this afternoon I had a call from Arthur Barnes and spoke with
him about the Times story, spelling out what had happened. Barnes said he.
had met with the Times to call attention to similar distorted stories, but
it seems to no avail. He complained that the Times was becoming like the
Post in regard to 'coloring' stories and said that the News had 1mproved in
that regard measureably
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Still later-I got a call from Congressman Charles Rangel...
subject: the Times story and later on the Mayor. Charlie was relieved to
know the story was not accurate and appreciative of my taking it up with
the Board of Rabbis. Later in the Rangel conversation, he shared some inside
.1nformat10n with me"as to how he had been contacted by Badillo when the King
Day ‘invitation to the Mayor was cancelled, asking Charlie's help in linking
up with another Black church for the Mayor to go to. The suggestion Herman
made for a substitute appearance cracked him up....it was in re the Black
Minister who has been causing such a furor re Dimoma, Rev. Kinlock! The
guy doesn't have a church and Charlie told Herman if the Mayor did appear
with the guy it would be going from frying pan. to. fire. Charlie said that
the Mayor and his people not only don't know who to contact, they don't even’
know who to call to get the lead. He also said that he had spoken to LoCicero,
who virtually always agreed with him, but seemed never to influencé any kind
of a change....a nice guy, but. Charlle will be back in touch again soon
because I think another broader coalition is beginning to take shape and he
doesn't want it to be with ''the bombthrowers'. He named one I know well, but
the name shouldn't be in any memo. T o

All in aIl the forecasts I got today are anything but cheerful
for future months

* 1/19/79: 1 spoke early today with Hiat again to ask how the Times had
' an exact quote from SIlverstein in view of our previous con-

versation. Hiat then told me that at one point Silverstein
laid his prepared text aside to make a couple of impromptu
remarks, and that he had indeed expressed himself as quoted
in the Times! Evidently the full "impromptu' went something
like this. 'Just as Blacks have said that they doubted
whether Koch would have gone to Boro Park if the crowd had
been Black, so do "I wonder if Mr. Koch were not Jewish if
the same disrespect would be shown to him?"

I urged Hiat to help Silverstein prepare :a° letter to-the Times
immediately seeking to put the proper emphasis forward. Hiat
admits Silverstein made a bad mistake and he (and I) is holding
his breath that the Jewish Press, who also had a reporter pre-
sent, doesn't sensationalize the impromptu remarks.

* Messrs. Samet, Ellerin, Gold, Greenberger,
Tanenbaum, Fleischman

ENC.
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‘Sniping’ at ¥ayor

| . Criticized by Rabbi

q\{ Rabbi Baruch Silverstein, president
=~ of the New York Board of Rabbis, yes-
~ terday assailed the “*continuing rift be-
—_ tween the black and the Jewish com-
munities'’ and defended Mayor Koch
2 cgainst what he called “‘persistent
<k sniping” from some minority group
{—~ spokesmen.
©  Rabbi Silverstein suggested that at-

tacks on the Mayor were motivated in.

\ pdrt by animosity toward Jews. “1f Mr.
:}} Kuch were not Jewish,” he said, “I

wonder if the same disrespect would be
— showntohim?”’

\—  The latest incident in a period of

strained relations between blacks and
>~ Jews came last week when the Baptist

: -2 Ministers Conference of Harlem, with-

drew an invitation to Mr. Koch to take
part in services honoring the late Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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©  date | jganuary 25, 1980
t0 - Evan Bayer, Hyman Bookbinder
from Leland B.Cohen ﬁﬁé’
-/ ;

subject CONGRESMAN CLAY'S ADDRESS TO ST. LOUIS BOARD

BL1 FD ED LAT2 o0 €3 LA & LS

Congressman William Clay of the First Congressional District of Missiouri,
Democrat and member of the Black Caucus spoke at our .recent Chapter board
meeting. The attendance was outstanding with between 45 and 50 people
present including some members of. the National Council of Jewish Women,
spouses and non-board members. This meeting was ‘a result of our October
meeting with Clay at the height of the Andrew.Young furor and was his
way of responding to our concern for better communication. We asked him
to address himself to.issues of the 80's particularly urban issues and .
to comment on anything else he wanted to! : I

He was candid and to the point on most issues and emphasized . what he
sees as the increasing insensitivity of the rank and file American public
to issues which effect the poor and minority group members. .He spoke

of middle class wage earners who are tiring of high taxation, venting
their anger, and supporting such measures as Proposition 13 which will
remove those programs that insure the basics of life to poor people. He
acknowledged that government was also unresponsive to many of these issues
and was unable to effect change. Another issue that he raised was the
general public malaise which allows the news media to chose the "number
one problem of the week".

He spoke of the need for moral leadership in the community, particularly
@ ’ from religious leadérs. He directed most of this ire at the Catholic
Church, particularly the St. Louis Archdiocese and by implication sufigested
that Jews could play a role in. this needed moral force to .address.the.issues.... . ... .
of the day. + ~=-v ... - , T
In response to specific questions raised from the floor, he spoke of the
importance of lobbists. and saw that their larger numbers and greater. diversity
had had an impact on long standing interest groups as they began .to influence
the competition for legislative attention. He felt that increases in defense
spending would not improve military capability, vis-a-vis the Soviet Union.
Also'mentioned.that defense contracts do not produce great numbers of jobs
and may in fact limit economic growth. He was asked about the possibility
of redistrictingy putting him out of office, based on the 1980 census and
responded that he foresaw no change since the Democrats would probably con-
tinue to control the Missouri State Legislature in 1981.

In response to the question about Iran and Afghanistan, Clay was candid in
suggesting that wiepeed to exercise great patience, not jump .into armed
conflict that can avoided and not to sell sophisticated weapons to Pakistan
or China. Clay emphasized his lack of trust for the Chinese and while he
said he had no great love for the Russians, he was much more concerned about
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the Chinese than the Russians.

Clay is a co-sponsor along with 70 or so others of a bill to restrict
condominium conversions for two years. During this moritorium there
would be a presidential commission to study the impact of condominium
conversion on the elderly and the poor. ‘Clay would support this bill.
which would deny communities certain community development funds and
housing assistance if they converted apartments to condominiums during
this moritorium. The shortage of rental units was considered by Clay
to be one of the most serious issues facing’ poor people and members. of ..
minority groups in the 80's.

With respect to public education, he mentioned that not every child

in the United States should go.to college and that .we should recognize .

this fact and stop embarrasing kids by trying to set this as an educational

goal for everyone. 'We should provide for the bright and not so bright,

but recognize the needs of those with middle levels of ability and realistically
plan a curriculum to meet those needs. He also.commented on the need for
increasing teachers salaries and a means of 1ncrea51ng the status of that
position. : :

Clay would support the notion that the government should be the employer

of last resort and that government policies could be used to fight inflation
without increasing unemployment. He further implied that government policies
are responsible for the hlgh rates of unemployment in targetfed groups,
minority young adults specifically.

His remarks about the nature of Congress were amusing to a number of people
at the meeting. Clay suggested that most Congressmen are not leaders but
follow the consensus which is presented to them by their hometown newspapers
and by their major supporters.. He felt that as long as this is' the case,
Congress would not be. the body to which we could lock for leadership. Again
he emphasized the need for more leaders to begin speaking out on.issues of
what should be the correct course for the country to pursue. He emphasized
this again by saying. that the labor movement, in the past an advocate group,
was no longer  speaking for poor people because union members have berome
middle class taxpayers who have a "Proposition 13 mentality.". _..._.
While Clay did not address:the question of a crisis in Black-Jewish relations
during his opening remarks, one of our board members asked about this and

Clay responded that there was no crisis in Black-Jewish relations. He said
that had the media not given excessive coverage to Lowery, Jackson and Fauntroy
there would have been no real concern with their contacts with Arafat. He
asked the group if they were aware that just the day before six Congressmen
had met. with Arafat in Lebanon and wondered why there was no uproar over this
in the news media.

There was general agreement following this meeting that having Clay speak was
a very good idea and that members were very impressed by his delivery and his
ability to respond to questions. We will continue to maintain contacts with
the Congressman and his local office and probably meet with him periodically.

I will try to arrange meetings with Clay and members of the chapter's executive
committee at intervals during the year. I'm not sure at this time of the need
to have him annually to address the board although that is something I will
explore with them.
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At the end of the meeting an announcement was made of the upcoming program
(February 5) that our chapter is sponsoring on the Falashas. Clay and his
two assistants expressed a great deal of curiosity oj the plight of the
Jews in Ethiopia and asked a couple of questions before the meeting was
adjourned. I was. able to give a brief rundown of recent events and speak
on the conditions in Ethiopia and relations with the Mengistu government
which seemed to satisfy his curiosity. I made no mention of the concerns
expressed by the Falashas and their supporters with hesitation on the part
of the Israeli. government or the Jewish Agency but discussed the issue

in terms of difficulties within Ethiopia. Clay's curiosity about this
issue and his apparent concern may represent. an area for future follow-up
should the issue of the Falashas become a central concern of AJC.

LBC:pw :

“ec: Harold Appleba
Marc Tanenbaum
Martin Plax



152 PROTEST THE DISVISSAL OF
S AMBASSADOR ANDREW YOUNG
BY RACIST AND ZIONIST!

MIONDAY - August 27th, 1978
12 Noon - leraeli Embassy - 800 2nd Ave, & 43rd St

BMT & IRT Trains to Grand Central

YOU'LL FIND DuT...

1. Why Ambassadsr Andrew Young is the latest victim of the racist and zionist forces who have attempted to destroy independent and out
spoken Black leaders? |
(Remember Judges William Bocth and Bruce Wright, Perey Sutian)

2. Vihy blind US. support of Israel will mean cold winters for Biack peaple and other pacr peaple in America?

3. Why U.S. Black feaders continue to séppurt Israel? Israe! supports dictatorships like The Shah of tran'. Snmnza, Nicaragua, racist South
Afrika, racist Rhadesta. _

4. Wﬁy Black leaders did not rally to support Ambassador Andrew Young BEFORE he “rasigned”?
Wha controls Black Civil Rights Crganizatinas in the U.S.7

+ INVITED SPEAKERS INCLUDE %
¢
ALL RECCGNIZED LOCAL AND NATIONAL SPOKESPERSCNS OF THE AFRO-AMERICAN COMMUNITY WHD ARE UNAFRAID TO SPEAK OUT
: (N THE ISSUES STATED ABOVE.

HERE IS YOUR CHANCE TO STATE YOUR POSITION \WHERE ) YU STAND?

*Sponsared by the Naticnal Organizing Commities of the Bleck Unted Fram
For Information call: 6258232 636-94C0 5951391 8571947 6380311

*September 22nd, 1979 the Black United Front will spansor a National Caaferenca nn the history and fusure of Afrikan-Jewish relatinnships.
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L _ADOPTED RESOLUTION OF TiHE 3RD MATIONAL CONFERENCE OF

: "' THE BLACK THEOLOGY PROJECT, INC., IN CLEVELAND, OHIO
: ON AUGUST &, 11979

As Black:christisns committed to the fight for liberstios of the oﬁpressed
whether they be:in South Africa, israel, ths'ocsupied Arab territories or in the
U.S.s ve see the sssesce of strsggle of the'Palestinisn peoplé_as the same as
Iths strdgglg fsr freedom of our Black Brothers snd Sistsrslin Southern Africa.

In fact, we perceiveISouth Africa and Israel as twin regimes of racism and
fmperialism. The indigenous people of both lands have been displaced by vio-

‘lence or forced to live as oppressed people in their own countries. The human

' 'rights of the indigenous people of Southern Africa are violated because of

' apartheid and the human rights of the 1ndlgneOus Palestinian Arabs, christian

and Hoslem are violated because of Zionism,

..Therefore, as Black Christians in the U.S.A, we are opposed to the United .

States providing aid to South-Afriss and Israel as long as these two:regimes

violate human rights,_international laws and those basic ethical principies

. enﬁncisted in the Holy Scriptures-of.christian, Jéwish and Islamic faiths.

ﬁe strongly condemn Israeli/South African military and economic cooper-

- aticn and aliiances, and we condemn Israel's supply of weapons to racist

regimes in Southern Africa. By'its'wedding to sparthsid,-the Israeli govern-

- ment tragi;ally and'violentiy confirms the long-standing accusation that

r acism is an essential element of the zibnist political_ideology as espoused
by the State of Israel. | | _.

: - We support the just struggle of the Palestinfan people for self- determi-
nation, national independence and right of return to their homeland. There
can never be peace in the ﬁiddle East un:il Palestinisn people cean regain

their inalienable rights and live as a frée-péople in their homeland.



Metropolitan Area

BLACK UNITED FR@NT
415 Atlantic Avenue

Brooklyn, New York 11217

(212) 596:‘99‘ August 22 , 1979

Rev. Herhert Duughtey-Chairperson ’ ) FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
: Central Commitiee : .
Min. Michael Amon-Ha )
Brenda Andrews
b | o
(hm:ﬁn:m Contact: Min. Michael Amon-Ra  596-1981°
i:l!::u(‘lf::itnn Bmwn . I _ 625-8 2 92
Pauv) Chandler . : i . .
Froestine Cordray .\ . " e ) ‘
Ron Davis .
Diane Eilis
Lavell Finersan

Roger Creen

Michal Hooper ' - The Black United Front vigorously protests the Zionist

Jabar Karim

A . & racist pressure which resulted in the dismissal of Ambassador

Eﬁgﬁiﬂa Andrew Young. - It should be clearly understood that Ahdrew.Ydung
Min. Orunde Takuma E ) . *

_ E;E%%ET" was not a hero to Blacks, who for years, have argued for a

' Palestinian,stéte or at 1east.fairness in the Middle East. ‘His
committment to President Carter.énd the Stateﬂéf‘lsrael, e§en
to the very end, confused éome781acks,.irritated others and
alienated still ofﬁers'but there is agreement that he was the
victim of a collusion ihvolving the Carter Administrafion,_racist

'leleménts; American zionists and the Israeli govebnment and that

somehow every Black person shared the fate of Andrew Young.

Ostensibly, the American Ziéhists and racists went for the
AmbaSsador*s scalp because he met with the P.L.0. yet the’
-.1-AmbassgdorHtgfAustria,aMiltpnfWOlf,mmet;with the-P.L.0:: several-
ti&es, once for three hours.in the private plane of the Prime
Minister of Auétria and although Mr. Wolf informed the State

Department about the meetings, there was no cry for his blood.
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Moreover, the Washington Post reported several other meetings.
U.S diplomats in Beirut met with P.L.0. representatives repeat-

edly during the Lebanese civil war in 1976; °

Crown Prince Fahd of Saudi Arabia brougﬁt a paper from the P.L.O
to a White House meeting with President Carter and Secretary of

State Cyrus R. Vanée in May, 1977;

P.L.0. official Shafik Al Hout,-director of the .Beirut office
spoke to several U.S. officials at theISyrian Natioﬁal_Day

reception in Washington four months ago.

Additionally, many Israell politicians have met P. L 0. repre-

__sentatlves and Israell governments are belleved to have passed

messages to the P.L.0. on numerous occasions.

It now appears that the C+Lx A had 1nformatlon that Young
mlght meet with the P.L. 0 and conveyed this 1nformatlon to the
. State Department four days after the meetlng took place. Mr.
Young stated that the State Department had a verbatim account of
his meéting with the P.L.0. four days after he met, all of which
hints of a conspiracy to get Andy and conjures up memories of

the days of J. Edgar Hoover and Richard Nixon.

To protest this hypocrisy, the .Black United Front, along with
other orgénizations will stage a rally at'the‘Israeli Embassy
on Monday; August 27, 1979 at 12:00 Noon. We are demanding that
the U.S. government reconsider its Middle-East policy with a

view toward recognizing the right of Palestinian people to self
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determination and that as a show of good faith, Ambassador

_Milton Wolf be dismissed immediately. .

The importance of a just énd expeditous solﬁtionlto the
IMiddle-East problem cannot be overemphasized. The impact upon
fhe U.S. economy incurred by the yearé of Middle-East conflict
has been devastating, especially upﬁn Black and Hispanic and

other poor people.

,:For éxample; from 1948'fo-1970 the U.S.'government ﬁrovided
'écénomic assistancé to Israel amounfing t6'$i,288.? (Billions)
"in }6an§ and $1,931.4 (Billioﬁsj in-grants} Economic assistance.
for 1979 totaled $260,000,000 in loans and $570,000,000 in grants.
From-1948-1970 military loans totaled $3,152,000,000 and militery
grants totaled $2,95Q,000,000.' Military assistance for 1979
totaled $500,000,000Iin loans and $500;000,b00 in gfants. By

1977 Israel had repaid only one quarter of its loans.

. The so-called peace package will cost each family of four in

America $83.00 annually for the next three years.

Precious o0il, for which we waited so long in the lines a few
weeks ago and who knows what the winter will bring, has been
promiéed by the U.S.A. to Israel for the next 15 years. How

5 ﬁuch_longer can this country carry Israel?

In addition to the strain onlresources there is also a strain
on U.S. credibility abroad. It is a known fact that Israel has

been a supportef of dictatorial regimes throughout the world,
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the Shah in Iran, ffom'which Israel received 60% of its oil,

Somoza in Nicuragua, Zimbabwe and South Africa, to name a few

countries..

' Moreover, Ambassador Young is not the_first to have, fallen

~victim to Zionist pressure. ‘The tension between Blacks and Jews

has, for various .reasons, been deepening for years and it will

"not go away by simply pointing to Jewish assistance of yesterday

or by-calling in a few so-called Black civil rights leaders or

- church leaders who have been the recipiénts of Jewish generosity

-lto affirm Black-Jewish friendship.

_Therefore, to resolve this iésue, the Black United Front will
convene a conference-on Black—Jeﬁish relationships to be held on

September 22, 197S.
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ACTION MEMORANDUM

August 16, 1979

TO: AIPAC Key Contacts and Officers

FROM: Morris J. Amitay, Executive Director

Despite Administration assurances to the contrary, a tilt toward the
PLO is taking place. With blatant oil pressure coming from Saudi Arabia
and with the UN Security Council debate on "Palestinian rights" beginning
next week, there is reason to fear a change in U.S. policy on UN Resolution
242 and on negotiations with the PLO. -

RECENT EVENTS

B8 While Carter reportedly told Israeli Ambassador Evron that the

United States would veto a Kuwaiti-Nigerian draft change of Resolution 242,

a draft calling for a Palestinian state, he would not rule out accepting
other amendments to the resolution., The Administration may find acceptable,
for instance, changes calling for the "legitimate rights" of the Palestinians
"or for allowing "Palestinian participation in determining their future."
While this language was contained in the Camp David Agreements, it was ac-
companied by very firm definitions; in a UN resolution it would not be so
defined and it would be open to any and all interpretations.

2., At the Israeli-Egyptian-U.S. talks on Palestinian autonomy, where the
-United States has refused to confine itself to the role of mediator, U.S.
delegates have been pushing for a broad autonomy plan, one that also provides
for the genesis of a PLO state., Special envoy Robert Strauss will travel to
the Middle East this week where it is expected he will put additional pressure
on Israel to grant judicial, legislative, land and water rights to West Bank
Palestinians, U.S. delegates are also pushing for inclusion of Jerusalem's
‘Arab population in West Bank elections, thereby denying any status for East
Jerusalem other than as part of the West Bank.

3. The Administration will shortly give Congress official notification of its
intent to sell Jordan 300 M60A3 tanks -- the most modern tamks in the U.S.
arsenal. The sale of tanks comes despite Jordan's condemnation of the Israeli-
Egyptian peace treaty, its refusal to negotiate with Israel, and its rapproache-
ment with the PLO.

~over-



4, U.S. officials have met with PLO officials directly and indirectly --
including Ambassador Andrew Young's meeting with the PLO's UN representative-
late last month., This violates written 1975 commitments to Israel that the
United States "will not recognize or negotiate with the PLO as long as the
PLO does not recognize Israel's right to exist and does not accept. Security
Council Resolution 242 and 338." '

5. .The State Department is continuing tc grant permission to PLO officials

to enter the United States., Last month, the wife of Fatah and Black September
founder Khalil al-Wazir, Um Jihad -- a PLO cfficial in her own right -- toured the
United States. Other PLO officials may be attending the Palestine American
Congress in Washington later this week. .

6. The President's unfortunate analogy of the Palestinian issue with the
Cels tivil rights movemesnt, whether micigterpretaed or not. navertheless

indicates a misunderstanding and 'a dangerous romanticization of PLO-goals.

1 Administration pressure has been applied against Israel -- from the

highest levels — to stop its legitimate attacks against terrorist concentra-—
tions in southern Lebanon. The inadvertant death of civilians there is tragic, -
but the proximity of military targets to population centers is clearly PLO
strategy. Secretary of State Vance declared last week that, by attacking

these bases, Israel "may have violated"” U.S. arms-sale provisions.

ACTION RECCMMENDED

Letters and telegrams protesting the direction of U.S. policy toward the
PLO should be sent to the White House. A firm stand by the United States at
the UN should be urged, in keeping with U.S. commitments not to deal with
the PLO unless it recognizes Israel'’s right to exist and U.N. Resolution 242,
. This resolution, the basis for all Middle East negotiations since 1967, should
not be amended, and any efforts to do so should be firmly met by a U.S. veto.

Many members of Congress are now in their home districts for the August
recess. You should express your concerns to them directly or send them copies
of the letters you send to the White House.

We enclose a copy of the week's New Republic editorial which accurately
- explains -the Administration tilt and its dangers.

#HiH
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AFJ!EH!CATJ ARAB RELATIONS COMAMITTEE

hic Relstions D:recror . {21, "7-.1154
30.8.3
FIRST ARAB-SLACK Ma Rall* Sumports P.L.O.
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
New York, N.Y. -- The First Arab-Black mass rally.and wsm ..iraiion

in support of the human rights of the people of Palestinec to return to th.eir
land of Pglestine will take place September S, 1979 and will be follow-d
by = press conference at 1:30 P.M. Rev. Robeft M. Kinlock, Chairman of th=

Council of Churches of the City of New York's Commission for the Eliainatisn of

Racism and Dr., M. T. Mehdi, President of the American-Arab Relations Committteo

:willsaddress the meeting along with other representatives of pro-Palestinian

groups. . :

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the American Jewish Cormittee who is an
Observer at the National Council of Churchés ﬁaﬁ-also been invited to neet
in the Arab-Black dizlogue which will proc 222 the rally and to jein in the
press confercence to present his views on the recent developments and the o
Arah-Black alliarce.

The dizisgue, rally and the pross conference will take place at

tiic Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside Drive, New York, N.Y.

On Aupust 24, thirty prominent 3lack and Acib leaders met at
the United Nations '"to forge a2 new Arab-Black 2iliance in the interest of

human rights in America, Africa aad Palestine.” The meescing on September

n
s

T will'be* the first action of the new alliance. Some of the Black leaders

who attended the August 24 meeting inciude: Rev. Her%ert Daughtry, Dr.

William Jones, James Lawson, and Black activist Attorney Flo Kennedy.

Me: bers of the press are invited to cover the press conference,

September 5, zt 1:20 P.M. in the Interchurch Center, 475 Riverside Drive, NYC.

Contact: Miss Litia Namoura (212) 682-115%
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August 2L, 1979

Mr. Joseph Lowery

Southern Christian Leadership.
334 Auburn Avenue N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Sir:

Because of the great respect and admiration we have felt for you and your colleagues,
4in your quest for the betterment of 1ife among black people, we feel the need to
write you at this time when so many saddening troubles have befallen our peoples.

Watching the day to day achievements gained in the black community with the fight for
a better 1ife through education, we in Emunah Women have taken heart in continuing
with the -insurmountable problems:facing-us- dedly.

First, we would like to acquaint you with our organization so you will have & more
comprehensive understanding of the affinity we have shared with one: another for so

many yesars.

We are an organization dedicated to the advancement of education and social welfare
for the disadvantaged throughout Israel.

To give you & better insight into where these people come fram and how they came to be
in the conditions we found them, we must go back over 2 generations(since we are still

fighting an upward battle in helping these people).

Nearly all of these people are Jews who have come from Arab countries. Forced through
generations of living in the most penuricus conditions of economic and social servitude,
these people have been taught that they are inferior beings and therefore they must live
" their lives as low individuals, In Arab countries, non-Moslems and Moslems not be=
longing to the ruling party are denegrated t0 living in squalor or worse are imprisoned.

In the case of Arab Jews, after the State of Israel was declared in 1948, most or in
gome cases 811l of the Jews living in Arab countries were forceably ejected on penalty
of death(although. many were killed anyway) .

They were only allowed to take the clothes on their backs and were sent to Israel by
the hundreds of thousands. Many spoke no other language bub: Arabic. Huge tents had
to be erected in the miaa'le of the desert just to accommodate all of these people until
builders could catch up with the number of houses needed for all these people.
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. At this time we began teaching children as well ag adults new ways of life, pride and
and brighter outlooks for their futures through education and social welfare, Our

social workers worked and still work with them to help them overcome the terrible

drawbacks ingrained by the Arab countries they lived in. Throughout all of this, there

was never a question of turning them away because they were too marw, or too disadmnt.aged

and poor, or not of one color.

In Israel today, live many Israeli Arabs who d4d not run my during the War of
Independence, but stayed. They are well taken care of, live on a higher standard
than Arabs in other countries and are represented in the Knesset(Israeli Parliament).

Israel looks forward to peace in the Middle East, so the area may become a model for
human services and creative living patterns for all people. These goals can never be
achieved by giving legitimacy to murder and hate groups as exemplified by the P.L.O. -
" Palestinian Arabs are being denied a chance of working out their destiny because of
fear of being murdered by the P.L.0. for stepping forward,

There are still many groups of people who do not believe in both our rights to exist
because of our race and:color, such as the KKK, P.L.0., The American White Pariy, etc,
We will always succeed if we stand united. If we bow to any of these hate groups, our
strength and ideals will be weakened.

We, Jews and Blacks have been the victims of. short memories on the part of other people
and nations. No one knows better than we the importance of remembering the Black glavery
years and the Nazi extermination years. We must remind our children of past history

so these things may never be repeated and out of our common suffering we can build a

new and better world,

Sincerely,

[laczais Coter
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The dinner meeting began with an expression of the need for dialogue
between the two groups. The evening demonstrated the difficulty in
holding such a dialogue. Conversation did not come easily, though

a measure of uneasiness diminished in the course of the evening.

It seemed that we not always understood what each other was saying,
and that was perhaps as true for the end of the meetlng as it was for
the beglnnlng. .

-~ An agenda was prepared for the session though it was not closely ;
followed. Black participants stressed the importance of meeting as
equals, and that expression included the idea that we must accept their
sensitivity to Jewish concerns as well established. It was further
implied that Jews and other whites as well are not fully appreciative
of the role played by black Americans in a spiritual sense, as a
people who has suffered and yet still pursues moral and soc1al goals
without vindictiveness.

Andrew Young's resignation was mentioned}— a topic primarily raised

by the Jewish participants. However, it seemed that among these
blacks at least the issue has shifted to the rightness or wrongness.

of open discussion with Palestinians and the P.L.O. Strong expression
was given to the belief that blacks and black organlzatlons have
always recognized and continue to recognize Israel's right to exist

in peace and security. Mention of the Palestinian cause and meetings
“between national black organizations and P.L.0. representatives are
understood as part of an "even-handed" policy and a sincere concern



for an oppressed people. While it was understood that an interest
among blacks in the Palestinians might never have emerged had Andrew
Young's resignation not taken place, that interest has taken a life
of its own, more than a simple defense of the former ambassador's
actions.

Attempts were made to demonstrate the real fears American Jews and
Israelis feel for Israel's survival and the extreme distaste they
hold for the P.L.0O. and its leader. On the whole, they were not
fully understood or accepted. These black participants were willing
to recognize a distinction between Palestinians and the P.L.0., but
at the same time they clearly stated that no such distinction would
be perceived by blacks "on the street." This issue of Palestinian

- rights, they pointed out, is fast becoming a topic of interest among
many blacks. _ ¥

Other issues, such as affirmative action, were not discussed at this
meeting, though they may well be raised in the future. If the  goal
- of this dialogue is to further mutual understanding and find fruitful
areas of common concern, it may be a long time in achieving it.

There still seems to be much that is misunderstood or unappreciated,
and it is not at all clear what it will:take to resolve it.

A single meeting may not lead to any definite conclusions; 1t is
possible that a decision will be reached that such a dialogue is
ultimately not of great help. However, a second session has been
scheduled for October 10, hosted by the United Church of Christ.
This session will include two additional participants, Ben Whitten,
director of the Community Renewal Society, and Rev. James Hargett,
a rather outspoken UCC pastor. Perhaps in time a certain ease in
dialogue will develop.  Though it may not be comforting, we will at
least get a fuller sense of how blacks perceive American Jews and
~Israel. % '
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Session C VIII.

THE YOUNG RESIGNATION — AN UPDATE ON JEWISH CONCERNS ‘
Milica Elersn’ |

The fear, expressed by some Jewish leaders, that the Andrew Young incident
would be the catalyst for a continuing and éreater degree of anti-Semitism than
previously manifested in the Black community, now appears to be unwarranted.
What has endured in the year since the Young resignation, which precipitated
a disturbingly high outpouring of Black hostility against Jews and Israel, are
differences over such issues as affimmative action, Black sympathy for the PIO =————"
in particular and the Arab world in genefal. Today's Black agenda, despite a
Flirtation with Micd1e FaeRie st S primarily of "bread and butter" issues.
That American Biacks are concerned above all else with improving the Black
condition was convincingly demonstrated by the deliberations of a four day
conference in Richmond, Virginia where some 1200 Black influential@ed at the ——-
end of March mma for the 1980s. Despite its proximity to
the Young resignation — which most Blacks attributed to Jewish and/or Israeli -
pressure — and the participation of Jesse Jackson, Joseph Lcwerf and Rep. Walter
Fauntroy, who all made overtures to Yassir Arafat and other Arab militants, the -
wrﬁame's focus was on ecormnics,'social concernsand politics. While there was
same discussion on foreign policy, Israel was scarcely mentioned, The resolutions
flowing fmm dicussions on foreign pblicy urged economic and political sanctions
against South Africa, increased aid to same African countries, and, in the only
public refererce to the Middle East, a plea for "concerted action to bring abcout (\
a just and lasting comprehensive settlement of the Middle Fast conflict, including
. a resolution of the Palestinian hmmelandl issue."
~ Overt manifestations of hostilities between Blacks and Jews are, apparently,
a rarity. Having reached its ap-‘__x in the 90 days following the controversy, since
then there has been a gradual decline in mutual recrimination, By late September,



many Black and Jewish leaders sought to heal the breach between the two groups.
Indicative of the trérﬁ, the Washmgton D. C chapters of the NZ\AC? and the American
Jewish Comnlttee issued a jomt statement on Septanber 26 dem:nmcmg "overtones
involving rac:.al and rellglous blgotry" arlsmg from the "controvers:.es sw:Lrlmg
about Ambassador Young's resignation.”

The Rev. Charles Kenyatta, a former aide to the slain, virulently anti-Israel

and anti—.Sem:i.tic"""Malcolm 3% wrlémg in the Amsterdam News of October 20, deplored
the "hoopla same alleged Biack leaders have created and the press has fanned" and
lauded the "consistent ties between Blacks and Jews.," Charging that "African and
Arab states" used "Young, Jackson and other Blacks to champion the cause of the
Palestinians," Kenyatta observed 'c.hat Israel “has oontn_buted rnone in fore.lgn and
technical aid to develo;nmt of Black African nat;.ons than any or a1l .of the 011
rich Arab bloc.”

Despite these and other efforl'-s at reccmc:.llatmn two nonths after the Young
resignation, feelmgs continued to be taut.. Natz.onal Urban League 1eader Verncn
Jordan evoked a widespread storm of protest in the Black press and from a large
segment of the Black clergy when he indirectly but unmistakenly attacked Black
leaders who had opened talks with Arafat. -

. Speaking in Kansas City before the National Conference on Catholic Charities,
Jordan insisted that the Black civil rights movement had nothing in common with
groups whose sole claim to legitimacy was "campramised by cold blooded murder of
innocent civilians and school children." :

Jordan deplored the support of Arafat by jackson, Lowery and Fauntroy, and
observed, "In the past several weeks, we have seen more concern exhibited about

E;alestin_ian refugee camps than about American ghettos...more concarn (about)

.
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Arafat's future than about the future of the millions of Black kids growing up
in poverty."” |

The ﬁsmme to Jordan's statement was swift, intense and harsh. Among
other things, it precipitateéi charge and countercharge. Some Black Baptist
ministers accused the Urban League leader of "selling out to the Jewish - Israel
lobby." Rev. Georée Lawrence, speaking on behalf of the Progressive National
Baptist Convention, which allegedly represents 1.5 million Black American Baptists,
attributed Jordan's remark to fear of losing Jewish financial support. Said
Lawrence: "Any civil rights organization that cannot take a stand without being
worried about its white money being cut off doesn't deserve to be a civil rights
organization. We understand where Vernon is coming from. He doesn't want his
bread cut off...." Lawrence added, "We are no longar the boys doing what the Jewish
commumni ty wants us to do in the civil rights movement."

Washington Post feature writer William Raspberry, in an October 17, 1979

coltmm; labeled Jordan's remark as a "transparent attempt to mollify the (Urban) .
League's Jewish supporters" and accused Jordan of having "bought the American |
“Sewiish ‘Tine Fhat confisen EloNe o Trniadlla Misast Sraiand, «iéh oppodition: io the
state of Israel." (harging Jordan with rekindling the Black/Jewish rift just as

"Black America was about to turn to its more pressing bread and butter agenda,"
Raspberry speculated that he did so in order to "keep intact Jewish support for

his organization.” This sentiment was echoed in an Octther 20 Amsterdam News

editorial which in part stated, "It is regrettable that the statements made by
Vernon Jordan...appear to be the result of pressure from Jewish c_:ontribubo:_:s more
than any real difference with the position taken. by Jackson and Lowery."

A group of irate _Blacks, self describe;’i as a “ooa.llt:l.on of grassroots leaders,"
conducted a "sit in" at the Urban League offices in New York to registér the:.r |

disapproval. The African American Nationalist Union and the United Federation

=
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of Black Commmity Organizations, purportedly_.repreéenting a "coalition of 100
Nationalist Organizations and 310 National and Iocal organizations" respectively,
called Jordan's remarks a "Jewish Iorchestrated attack."” Apparently stung more

by Raspberry's ch;arges than any of the others, Jordan, Raspberry reported, telephoned
to camplain that the columnist had attacked his integrity, and to assure him that
"only an infinitesimal portion of our money comes from Jews."

The tempestuous aftermath of the Jordan speech, by far the most serious
threat to Black/Jafishllrapproch.amt in the immediate period after the Young
resignation, was soon followed by another attempt by same Blacks to fan the flame
of racial discord. At a Black Leadership Forum dinner meeting held in Washington, D.C.

on October 25, several unidentified spokesmen for whatwas described as a "top
| echelon" grcup by the New York 'I':Lmes, charged that "scn;a Jews were now threatening to
- withhold financial and other support fmn Black orgamzatlons A prepared statement
issued to the press afte.r a closed meetmg stated that "we strongly resent and will
collectively oppose punative attacks upon any of our manbers who express honestly
held convictions.” According to the New York % feport of the rreetlng (10/26/79)
the Teallars: atia post dinede. nedicontevediiie rosvol Sttty on what they
alleged was "intimidation from some Jews."

At a bbvember 1 Amer:.can Friends Service Gcmmttee sp:nsored fomm at Emory
University 111 Atlanta, Paul Smith, a featured speaker who was forrrer.l";y affiliated
with bbi‘ehouse College and Atlanta University but is currently gas'ﬁor of the Hillside
Presbyterian Church in South Dekalb County (Ga.), launched into what one observer
described as an anti-Semitic tirade. Eschewing his assigned topic — 'Ihe Black
alrlstlan Connection in the Middle East~—-Smith insisted that Blac:ks and -Jews
hadneverbeenallles. that it was false to assume that "liberal Jewswe.rethealacks'
best friends"; and that "Blacks havenotcaredtoom.:chforJews but"wevedone
a lot of accm)odatung szl.me it is "not qood pol:.t-_lcs bo act differently when the

[} =
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Jew is your landlord and selling you food stamps."

The Rev. William Augustus Jones, Jr., head of a newly formed National Black
Pastors Conference purportedly representing some 15,000,000 Black Christians, addressed
a Detroit gathering of more than 500 Black Clergymen of every Black Christian
denomination and charged that "recent events surrounding the resignation of Andrew
Young...demonstrated the frailty and basic insecurity and instability of certain
Black organizations in face of opposition from segments of the white commumi ty
both Christian and non Christian." Jones, convenor of the 5 day Detroit Conference
of the National Black Pastors, which was attempting to become a functioning group, |
declared they could not be "intimidated by threats of economic sanctions from Jew
or Gentile...." In announcing the organization's future agenda, Jones promised
that the group would "monitor the activities 6f the Anti Defamation lLeague...as they
travel about the country in their desperate efforts to keep Blacks out of professional
schools. ..and would work toward a 'just and lasting peace' in the Middle East."

The Conference called upon the U.S. to recognize the PLO, affirmed the right of the
Palestinian State and the internationalization of Jerusalem (in early February 1980
two prominent Black Ministers fram the Washington D.C. area, representing the |
National Black Pastors Conference were invited to and~gkd visit Syria and Lebanon
as part of a continuing Arab effort to win Arab support from the Black commmity).

| Ry CarlEen Bl A Mabinatan Db, abtariy Wt Gt Wt TesAT

and political articles of concern to Blacks, maintained in an Amsterdam News

article (12/22/?§} that the Jewish position on affirmative action was a stl.n'fbling
blt_?“-k to Blacks in their quest for econamic power. Jewish intransigence on this jm

issue, he said, "made an old Jewish ally into a new Zionist enemy.” -~ = -,

. As the passions generated by the Young a:ffair'appareﬁtly dissipated in the ensuing

months, it remains clear that one of the major obstacles in the path of restoring a

T



messurs of harmony to Black/Jewish relations is this insistance of many praminent
Blacks that Jews abandon what Blacks see as Jewish opposition to affimmative action.
Thus, on January 22, 1980, Vernon Jordan, in a spec:.al a;paal to Jews to help heal
the breach, urgedthattheyaccepttheSuprareOmrtDemsmnmtheWebercase
which he declared was "so precisely in favor of aff:.matlve action,”

The well publicized endorsement of Yassir Arafat and the Palestinians by such
Black personalities as Jesse dackson, Joseph lLowery and Walter Fauhtxoy, which was
‘a significant source of concern to the Jewish cammumity in the months following the
Young resignation, continues to be troublesame.

Same prtminent-Black leaders, following a speech by Vernon Jordan on October 14
J.nwhlchhedescnbedrecmtmetmgs of American Blacks with PLO leaders as
sideshows that "endangered Black-Jewish relations" and detracted from "vital survival
issues," chargedtheUrbanIeaguesleaderandestahhs}mentBlackgroupsmth
"selling out to the Jews."

The -activities of Jesse Jackson, wl'nse_ public outpouring of anti-Semitism
in the immediate afte:math of the Young res:.gnauon far exceeded that of any other
National Black figure in both i and stridency, contimies +to be a source of
concern to the Jéw:i.sh cmmmity:- L

Jackson, more than any other head of :%1 Black organization, sought Arab funds.
He continues to castigate Israel, champion the PLO, and in at least on off-the-
record meetings .spewed forth crude anti-Semitism. -

In a September 25, 1979 interview with Christian Science Monitor correspondent

Christopher Swan, Jadcsonwasqm'_tedashavingsaidthat“byOctobérlmerewillbe
no Black leader left willing to came to the aid of the Palestinian cause if there
is not an immediate infusion of funds into the Black commmity from Arab states.

We will all learn to spell the alphabet without three letters, P~L-0."

r



i

Perhaps, in response to Jackson's threat, or as is more probable. in
recognition of a perceived opportunity, same Arabs apparently did came forth with
contributions. A New York Times story datelined from C}u.cago on October 16, reported
that Jackson had obtain.edh $10,000 fram "an Arab-American Organization." Time
magazine, in its October .29, 1979 edition, reported that Jackson received $8,000
from the Association of Arab American Univeraity Graduates. It is not known whether |
this is the same contribution reported by the New York _Ti__:__rr._—‘.-s__,l or _ah ac‘tdiﬂonal
contribution fraom a different Arab-American organization. Subsequently, Jackson
addressed a group of 140 Arab businessmen and promised them help for "your cauée"
but warned that "you have to help my cause by supporting the civil rights mveren i

Jackson, in a plea for United States recognition of the PLO, claims that
the American public has not been told the "whole story." In a televised debate w1th
William Buckley on Decerber 17, 1979 he endorsed the PLO concept of a "secular,
democratic state in Palestine." While admitting that the PIO does engage in
terrorism, he insisted that its "central strategy" was "hot terrorism, but diplamacy.”
In support of his argument for U.S. recognition of the PLO, he asserted that the PIO
.is now recognized by 116 nations; that "the U.S. must recognize its interests in
the Middle East"; that there must be "justice for the Palestinians" and there must be
"normal relations with the Arab world." o

In a February 8, 1980 appearance aﬁ- the Los Angeles World Affairs Council,
Jackson, in an apparent defense of his visit to Arab countries, insisted that his
People United To Save Humanity Organization indeed had "foreign policy experience and
credentials" dating back to its inception. Jackson likened the plight of the -
Palestinians to that of the "Afro Americans" and advised that he had been invited by
the goverrments of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait to discuss "mutual development." He
maintained that Saudi Arabia, through it;s oii pricing and production policies,
"subsidises the United States to the tune of $10 million per day while we subsidise



Israel to the extent of about $5 million per day," a situation which he denounced
as "absurd." . A ) _

Jackson has pﬁblicly charged that the U.S.'s non recognition of the PLO
is "hy;ncritical“- for several reasons: the- PLO helpéd us save American lives in
Lebanon and “helped-us get 13 hostages out of Iran"; they "support free enterprise
and religicﬁs freedom”; and they "were not Soviet puppets."”

Going beyond advocacy of PIO recognition, Jackson has urged that since the
Arab World controls G5RiGT e werldiere (Ib A e e eur friends,
not our adversaries.“ '

In a February 16, 1980 interview publlshed in the Spr:l.ng 1980 edition of The -

Journal of mtervgroup Relatmns Jackson mme.nted on the recently mcreased tension

between Black and Jewish 1ea.ders and ma:.ntalned that it was "a culmmat:.on of differences
over the years." He said, "Our mteresisat several pomts are in confllct....
'Iﬂ'nseofuswhodlaloguemththePmmstberespectedaspeacemrrmrs.” He

insisted that the United States must normal:.ze ties w:Lth the Arab world, support
Jerusalem as an :.nternatl;nal city" and protect "'I.ebanan's terrltonal integrity

from pre er_rpt:.ve strikes a}nd the like." Jackson also said that there must be a

homeland for the Palestinian people.

In a March 1980 talk before his PUSH followers, Jackson declared that "if we
do not stand for Russia occupying Afghanistan, we cannot stand for Isr?eloccupyuxg
‘the West Bank," -I |

The extent to which Jackson has been thé recipient éf Arab gc:verrﬁrent funds,
has been {a:.subject of considerable press aﬁtention. In the aftermath 6;5:‘ the

Billy Carter - Libyan connection story, the Washington Post of August .9, 1980
reported that Jackson had recently revealed that last December he received $10,000°

from the Libyan cha.rge d'affairs.
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There have been several reports of Jackson's willingness to resort to naked
anti-Semitism in cloéed gatherings. One such situation developedj last November
when he and local officials of PUSH met with the editorial board and key executives
of major American nawspapers. While insisting that he was not an anti-Semite,
Jackson spoke of "Jewish slumlords”; declared that "Jews are anti-Black"; attacked
Jewish groups for their position on affirmative action; and insisted that he did
not care about future rélations between Blacks and Jews.

The degree of Jackson's influence in the Black community is, of course, a matter
of some speculation (a nationwide poll of Black adults by Kenneth Clark's Data
Black organization, released to the press on January 18, 1980, revealed that 67%
of those responding approved the efforts of the Rev. Jesse Jackson and the
Rev. Joseph Lowery to play a role in the Middle East process). There is, however,
no gainsaying the fact that he does exert oonsidefable influence, and his vigorous
defense of the PO, the Arabs, and his uncontrovertad anti-Semitism are factors which
will have a significant impact on the future course of Black/Jewish relations.

Beyond doubt, several Arab .goverments and some American pro Arab groups saw
the Young controversy as an opportunity to win support in the Black commumity.

In late September 1979, a group of 28 Blacks affiliated with Wéshinéton State
University, including a professor heading the University's Black studies program,
undergraduate and graduate students, visited Libya for the announced purpose of
presenting Col. Khadafy with a Martin Luther King medal. It is not known who
arranged for and financed the delegation's visit. It should be noted, however,

that, in an August 1980 colum, Dwight Schear, Chief editorial writer for the

Seattle Times reported, a Libyan Foreign Laison Bureau statement* on those

*The statement, carried in the Washington Post of August 8, 1980 reported that
Libya had "established links with Black 2mericans and Black Muslim organizations."
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American individuals and groups in additimrto Billy Carter with wham that government
~ has had close connections lig;ed Washington State University as third. Schear,
speculating on the .-Septanber. visit by the W,S.U, contingent, stated that -"!-,expenses
for the trip probably were picked up by the' Khadafy goverﬁrent.“ !

In the Autumn of 1979, M.T. Mehdi, a strident long time Arab propagandis\f_:_
and founder of Arre.rlcan Arab ﬁelations Commi ttee, unilat‘e,_fally created an "Arab- .
Black Dialogue Committee" which to date has failed to_at&act any recognizéd Black
leader. Organized with James R, lLawson, a known anti-Semite for several decades
and self proclaimed president of the United Afro American Nationalist Movement,
the Dialogue Conmittee proposed to meet monthly at the U.N. so that American Blacks
would have the opporé:mlty to listen to mambers of the Arab diplcsr_r_l__ati.c COXES.

At a December 1w1“}:heonneeting, hosted by the goverrment of L‘j.l.:-)ya, Arab -
diplomats - promised to cooperate with the Committee. A Saudia Arabian diplomat
promised that his government "would open up channels of od_rtrrwﬁ.cat;i.on with Black
Americans.” According’to the New York Voice, a Black publication, Harlem physician
Dr. Charles Mabry am'x:'ﬂ.moed at the luncheon meeting that he had been able to "borrow
over $4 nu.l]:_on from Saudi banking interests" for investment :.n var_io:_gs business ..
gty B 4 e

" Mebi's grotp also met agin i Jaggary 10805k 4 Ldnchiec celebratJng the
birthday of Martin Luther King, hosted by the Kuwait representatlvetothe United
Nations. Subsequently, using the platform of his American Arab Re}.atmns Committee,
_ Mehdi promised that his committee would use "economic pressure;' .to- get American
conganies: dning busipess Gy areb combries to ivest niliions of doiiae g Bk
businesses, colleges and ccxnmm:.ty revitalization projects. To date there is no
evidence thatm}ﬁj_"s pramise has been realized. It should be not.ed that the February 2,

1980 Atlanta Constitution reported that the government of Kuwait donated $100,000

to the Martin Luther King Center for Social Change.
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The underlying theme at the II!.2th annual convention of the ASspciation of
Arab American Umver sity Graduates, one of the most prestigious and influential of
Arab American organ_izatioﬁs,' was relatlons between the Black American commumity
and the Palestinians in "their struggle for self determination." 'ihe cmvémﬁm,
held in Washington in mid November, was addressed by several such well kncﬁn Black™
personalities as Congressman Walter Fauntroy, Jesse Jackéou and Joseph D:mary

A definite offer of economic assistance to Blacks came fram Libya. Speaking
at a December 17 PUSH-sponsored luncheon in Chicago, attended by 200 Black businessmen,
Ambassador Ali Ahmed Ellﬂquderi expressed his government's willihgnéss to "help
Blacks help themselves" by investing in "Black owned enterprises, by supporting
Black colleges, and establishing mutually beneficial business ties." In return,
the Ambassador’said Libya desired a "better understanding” of the country from
American Blacks: | | |

Jesse Jackson was and is not the only Black soliciting Arab investment.
"Business in the Black," a columi by Charles Balle in the March 29,1980 California
Voice, began with a lavish tribute to the late Martin Luther King and ended with . .
a’ fervent plea for Arab money. Wrote Belle: "Let us hope that in the cése of our
foreign Arab cousins the cause is not lost for lack of funds....Surely same funds
for Black American investments should be forthcaming....Some funds for the U.S. struggle
are needed from our new found friends....Money i§ not the solution to every problem
but is does ease the struggle, they are in a position to advance the cause |
Periodically a person is given the opportunity to place his money where his mouth is."

Other Ara.b or pro Arab groups, unable or reluctant to offer outri§11t financial

inducements to Blacks, made other overtures. Jawad George, head of the Palestinian -

 Congress of North America, a coordinating body for some 60 Arab groups in the United

States, told the New York Times (10/30/79) that his group had sent telegrams "to

every Black leader we could identify" in the hope of initiating a d.'l.El.lOg'L‘ne on issues
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of mutual concern. The chairman of the Palestine Human Rights Campaign sponsored
an interdenominational neetiﬁg with clergymen, many of whom were Blacks, The
Association of Arab American University Graduates bestowed "humanitarian awards" upon
several praminent Blacks including Congressman John Conyers and Detroit Mayor
Coleman Young. In early November, PLO representatives joined with scme 5,000
Black nationalists in celebrating Black Solidarity Day. '

While perhaps not in the mainstream of the Black American cammnity, the
organization of Black Muslims, currently known as the American Muslim Mission,

remains an ardent advocate of Arab political objectives. A shared faith, plus

| published reports of the receipt of substantial monies from Libya, Saudi Arabia,

and other Arab governments suggests that they will continue in the forseeable future.
While there is same basis for the belief that the Black Muslim movement has
suffered a loss-of membership and declined in influence in the ghettos, it still must
be regarded as an important moulder of Black opinion.
Virtually since its inception, the Black Muslim movement has been hosfile
to Israel, and frequently overtly antif.Sanitic. As recently as June 22, 1980
Bilalian News, the official Black Muslim newspaper alledged that "the State of

Israel came about when Zionist Jews, using terror and deceit forced the Palestinians
out of Palestine in 1948," Mimbershlp of the Mission is dedicated- and loyal to
Wallace Mohammed, J.ts leader, who contmues to deliver ant:l.—Sa'nJ.tJ.c speﬂ:he.s
despite his pramise to change the Muslim image. ' _

'Ihere is no hard, current data, on the pervasiveness of Black anti-Semitism
for the year following Andrew Young's resignation. There is little doubt, however,
that the incident was a ca.talyt:.c factor in bringing to the su.rfa.Ceall the Black .
hostilities towards Jews that had been simmering for several years. It should be
noted, however, that a degree of Black anti—Sanitisnﬁ peréists, certainly on the
part of those who displayed such hostilities 15 £ past. Dr. Carlton Goodlett



and his newspaper, the California Voice, persist in their open anti-Semitism. The/

Rev. Herbert Daughtry continues his vitriol in the pages of the Amsterdam News

("Zionists support Black interests only when it served their interests to do so";
“Zionisfs have been supporters of the most reactionary organizations and goverrnments
in the world"; "It is the general consensus that Zionists have enormous control andl
manipulation of the media "). His Black United Front maintains a steady drumbeat of -
hostility towards Brooklyn's Hassidic Jews in particular, and Jews _in general.

The Pittsburgh Courier appears to be more indulgent of anti-Semitism. |
The Courier and other Black newspapers continue to print letters replete with anti-
Semitism ("Zionist Karl Marx subverted Christian Family life"; "Ages ago Zion World

<

bankers enslaved China with opium production"). As recently as July 5, 1980 in the

same letters-to-the-editor section which carried tributes to Vernon Jordan by the .

~ Anti Defamation League, the American Jewish Committee and the American Jewish Congress,
the Courier published a diatribe critical of the then recouperating Verron Jordan. '
Among other things, the letter said, "Jordan showed his true colors by supporting
Israeli aggressions" and charged that the "Jewish commnity has a stranglehold on
Black leadership," and that the Black civil rights organizations "have always been

under control of the Jewish cammumnity."
Excerpts from the nationally distributed Afro American January 5, 1980 letters—

to-the-editor column include the notion that "The Zionists have been clever in
building the myth that the Israelis are our friends.” The New York Voice (4/19/80)
featured a lengthy letter by one Rev. Charles L. Norris, Pastor of the Bethesda
Missionary Baptist Church of Jamaica, New York, which si.tmltaneously illustrated the
grbwing anti-Semitism on the part of the Black Baptist Clergy and the willingness of
the Black press to print pure anti-Semitism: Jews "seem to be rmre ooncerned about
their mother country and show absolutely none for the city in which they ]_Lveandmake-
their bread....Isreel...is thousands of miles,away from us yet U.S. dollars and
individual Jewish dollars are sent there every day...If the Jewish eccnmy is

1
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controlled by the U.S. goverrment, and the gold and éiam:nds in Africa are controlled
by the Jews then who controls those mines in Afl_;ica?"_

While the foregoing hardly constitutes a quantitative base for concluding that
Black anti-Semitism is widespread, impressionistic data seems to suggest that the
conclusion of the now 18 month old Harris poll data which indicated that educated
Blacks and mﬁoml Black leaders were more anti-Semitic than their followers is
still valid.

On the basis of such data as ;'Ls'@available, it is reasonable to conclude that the
substantial upsurge in September and October 1979 of Black anti-Semitism that followed
the resignation of Andrew Young, has peaked. Public expressions of Black anti-Semitism
appear to be no greater now than before the resignation. With the possible exception
of Jesse Jackson's now open anti-Semitism, no new sources of Black anti-Semitism have
surfaced. Black intellectuals who identify with the r;‘h:i.rd World, Black student_union
menbers and Black nationalists continue to be anti-Semitic and anti-Israel, but the
majority of the Black corrmum'.£y continues to be absorbed in the problems of everyday
existence, and the all out endeavor to improve the Black c;onditiorm.

As the latest poll data suggest‘_;!' , most Blacks sympathize with and endorse the
concept of a Palestinian homeland, and conversely with some notable exceptions, there
appears to be little support for Israel in the Black commmnity. If there has been any
change in recent months, pro-PLO and pro-Palestinian sympathies are no more prevalent.

Arab promise of significant aid to Black -organizations and substantial investment

in the Black community, exclusive of a few Il publicized contributions, has not

materialized to any significant degree. Similar promises were made and largely unfulfilled

in previous years. The courtship of Blacks by American Arab g.roups seerni to have
diminished in ardor and consistency. At this writing, the c-onclusion is that the high
tension existing between the Black and Jewish communities in the summer of 1979,

has abated. ) *
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- COMMUNITY RELATIONS COMMITTEE

W
6505 WILSHIRE BOULEVARD +LOS ANGELES, CA. 90048 - 852-1234

May 22, 1979

Mr. Bertram H. Gold

Executive Vice President
American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street

New York City, New York 10022

Dear Bert:

By now, you have heard from Dick Volpert and Richard G1esberg ! P,
about the fantastic Black-Jewish Leadership Mission to Israel.

Even though I still have not had ample time to sort out my -
thoughts evoked and feelings experienced on our recent Mission

to Israel, I wanted you to know that we viewed the program as

an overwhelming success. The AJ Committee staff in New York

and Jerusalem played a major role in this success in the planning,
coordination and implementation of the itinerary.

Bouquets, applause and special commendations to Inge Gibel, Bernie
Resnikoff, Yaacov Pnini and Leah Spector. Inge was an absolute
pleasure with whom to work. She understood our basic concept for
this mission and faithfully accommodated our requests and incor-
porated many of her own recommendations. Bernie Resnikoff is a
professional's professional. The man is a great teacher and
besides providing a truly marvelous programmatic vehicle, I found
Bernie a source of personal and professional inspiration. .And
Yaacov Pnini =- it is very difficult to find the right words of
appreciation for this man, whom we all came to love. His pride -
and love for Israel was contagious. In a very real sense, Yaacov
represented the history of the people and their heroic struggle
to regain and revitalize our ancient, yet new, homeland.
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Mr. Bertram H. Gold
May 22, 1979
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Whenever I 'speak about the mission and the assistance of the AJ
Committee, I begin to wax superlative and credit Neil Sandberg
on his recommendation and his offer to avail ourselves of the
services of the Jerusalem office as one of the best decisions
that we made. ' i

Let me reiterate our gratitude to you and the American Jewish
Committee staff for your marvelous cooperation with the Community
Relations Committee in sponsoring this mission. Please believe me
when I tell you that the trip was the experience of a lifetime for
most of the participants.

cc: Richard A. Giesberg
Richard Maass
~  Benyamin Navon
" Richard S. Volpert
Paul Ziffren
Ted Kanner
Albert D. Chernin

Inge Gibel
Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff
Dr.. Neil Sandberg
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_ADOFTED RESOLUTION OF TiHE 3RD MATIONAL CONFERENCE OF
THE BLACK THEOLOGY PROJECT, INC., IN CLEVELAND, OHIO
ON AUGUST &, 1979 '

As Black Chriscians committed to the fight for liberation of the oppressed
whether they be in South Africa, Israel, the ‘occupiled Arab territories or in the
U.S,, we see the essence of struggle of the Palestinian people_as the szme as
the Strdgglg for freedom of our Black Brothers and Sisters in Southern Africa.

In fact, we perceive South Africa and Israei as twin zegimes of racism and
fmperialisn., The indigenous people of both lands have been displaced by vio-
lence or forced to live as oppressed people ia their own countries. The husan
rights of the indigenous peocple of Southern Africa are violated because of
apartheid and the human rights of the indigﬁeous‘?élestinién Arabs, Christian
and Moslem are violated bec#use of Zionism.

Therefore, as Black Christians ;;ﬁ;he U.S.A, ve ate opposed to the United
States providing aid to South Africa and Israel as long as these two regimes

-viols;e human rights, inéerﬁational iaws and those basic ethical principles
enuncisted in the Holy Scriptufes of Christian, Jewish and Islazmic faiths.

Ve strongly condemn Isréeli/South African military and econcmic cooper-

~ation and alliances, and we condemn Israel's supply of weafons to racist
gegime% in Soutnern Africa. By its wédding to apartheia, the Israell govern-

- ment tragically and violentiy confirms the long-standing accusation that |
r acism is an essential element of the Zionist political ideolcgy as espoused
by the State of Isrrel. |

- We support the just struggle of the Palestinian people for self-determi~
nation, national independence and right of return to their homeland. There
can never bé peace in the Middle East unfil Palestinian people cen regainl

their inalienable rights and live as a free people in their homeland.
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- Ambassador to Austria, Milton Wolf, met with the P.L.O.

August 22, 1879

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

596-19891
625-8292

Contact: Min. Michael Amon-Ra

D

The Black United Front vigoroﬁsly protests the Zionist

racist pressure which resulted in the dismissal of Ambassador

Andrew Young. It should be clearly understood that Andrew Ydung

was not a hero toc Blacks, who for years, have argued for a
Palestinian. state or at least fairness in the Middle East.

committment to President Carter and the State of Israel, even

Hig

-

to the very end, confused some Blacks, irritated othérs and
alienated still others but there is agreement that he was the

victim of a collusion involving the Carter Administration, racist

“elements, American zionists and the Israeli government and that

somehow every Black person shared the fate of Andrew Young.

Ostensibly, the American Ziohists and racists went for the
Ambassador's scalp because he met with the P.L.0. yet the
several
times, once for three hours in the private plane of the Prime
Minister of Austria and although Mr. Wolf informed the State

Department about the meetings, there was no cry for his blood.
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Moreover, the Washington Post reported several other meetings.
U.S diplomats in Beirut met with P.L.0O. representatives repeat-

edly during the Lebanese civil war in 19?6;

Crown Prince Fahd of Saudi Arabialbrougﬁt a paper from the P.L.O
to a White House meeting with President Carter and Secretary of

State Cyrus R. Vance in May, 1977;

P.L.0O. official Shafik Al Hout, director of the Beirut office
spoke to several U.S. officials at the Syrian National Day

reception in Washington four months ago.

. sentatives and Israeli governments are believed to have passed

messages to the P.L.0. on numerous occasions.

-It now appears that the C.I.A. had information that Young
might meet with the P.L.0. and conveyed this information to the
-State Department four days after the méeting took place.- Mr.
Young stated that the State Department had a verbatim account of
his meéting with the P.L.0. four days after he met, all of which
hints of a conspiracy to get Andy énd conjureg up memnories of

the days of J. Edgar Hoover and Richard Nixon.

To protest this hypocrisy, the Black United Front, along with
other organizations will stage a rally at the Israeli Embassy
on Monday, August 27, 1979 at 12:00 Noon. We are demanding that
the U.S. government reconsider its Middle-East policy with a

view toward recognizing the right of Palestinian people to self
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determination and that as a show of good faith, Ambassador

Milton Wolf be dismissed immediately.

The importance of a just and expeditous solution to the
Middle-East problem cannot be bveremphasized. The impact upon
the U.S. economy incurred by the years of Middle-East conflict
has been devastating, especially upan Black and Hispanic and

other poor people.

For éxample, from 1948 to 1970 the U.S. government provided
econonmic assistancé to Israel amounting to $1,286.2 (Billions)
iin }oané and $1,931.4 (Billioﬁs) in‘gfants. Economic assistance
for 1978 totaled $260,000,000 in loans and $570,000,000 in grants.
From 1848-13870 military loans tgtaled $2,152,000,000 and military
' grants totaled $2,350,000,000. Military assistance for 1978
totaled $500,000,000 in ioans and $500,000,b00 in grants. By

1977 Israel had repaid only one quarter of its loans.

. The so-called peace package will cost each family of four in

America $83.00 annually for the next three years.

Precious o0il, for which we waited so long in. the lines a few
weeks ago and who knows what the winter will bring, has been
promiéed by the U.S.A. to Israel for the next 15 years. How

much longer can this country carry Israel?

In addition to the strain on resources there is also a strain
on U.S. credibility abroad. It is a known fact that Israel has

been a supporter of dictatorial regimes throughout the world,
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the Shah in Iran, from which Israel received 60% of its oil,
Somoza in Nicuragua, Zimbabwe and South Africa, to name a few

countries.

' Moreover, Ambassador Young is not the first to have fallen
victim to Zionist pressure. The tension between Blacks and Jews
has, for various reasons, been deepening for years and it will
not go away by simply pointing to Jewish assiétance of yesterday

or by-calling in a few so-called Black civil rights leaders or

. church leaders who have been the recipiénté of Jewish generosity

.to affirm Black-Jewish friendship.

Therefore, to resolve this issue, the Black United Front will

convene a conference-on Black-Jewish relationships to be held on

September 22, 197S.





