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- FFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE VICE-PRESIDENT

March 21, 1978

Rabbi Moshe Sherer ' g
Executive President _ >
Agudath Israel of America

5 Beekman Street . : L v $ : Z e
New York, ‘New York 10038 - Y gy RS Il

Dear Moshe: : oD

The terrible events of recent days prevented my replying to yuur
‘letter of March 10th before now.

The American Jewish Committee did take a position regarding certain
aspects of the Penal Code Amendment. That position is reflected in
the enclosed exchange of correspondence between our President, Richard
Maass, and Israeli Justice Minister Tamlr.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum communicated the essence of the American Jewish
Committee's views in his March 5th broadcast over WINS. Since his
weekly commentary is limited to less than two minutes, it is obvious
that he could not express all the nuances that are contained in Richard
Maass' detailed letter. But certainly it goes without saying that

we share the Agudath Israel's and your own abhorrence of efforts to
proselytize Jews.

As Mr. Maass' letter indicates, what we were concerned about was the
sweeping language in the amendment which quite conceivably could lead
to denying religious liberty to legitimate, mainstream Christian bodies
who engage in charitable and educational programs that could be con-
strued, in unfriendly or hostile eyes, as "material inducement.'" The
- statement by Rabbi Abramowitz during- the Knesset -debate during which
he reportedly referred to '"'the Christian missionaries' as ''a cancer in
Israel's body" reinforced the impression, especially in the Christian
world, that this was not just intended for ending bribery but was an
anti-Christian act.

Dr. Bernard Resnikoff, director of our Israel office, met recently
with Rabbi Abramowitz. According to our information, Rabbi Abramowitz
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Page 2 Rabbi Moshe Sherer * March 21, 1978

said that he regretted having made the statement, and asked that his
intervention 'be forgotten'" and put aside in considering the issue.

You should know, Moshe, that the reaction in the Christian community,
as can be seen from the enclosed press clipping, has been extremely
negative, and in some cases hostile, That concerns us because
shortly after the amendment was publicized we received numerous calls
from Christian leaders who have been among our most stalwart friends
and allies on a whole range of Jewish concerns - supporters of Israel,
people who marched in support of Soviet Jewry, key Catholics and
Protestants who have devoted many years to combatting Christian anti-
Semitism. The clarifying statement of Minister Tamir to Mr, Maass,
which at the request of the Israeli Embassy we have widely circulated,
has helped ease some of that anxiety among many of the Christians

who have been in contact with us.

Given the difficulties that Israel has today in the political climate
of America and the efforts of anti-Israel and anti-Jewish forces to
erode even further support of Israel, we believe that it is important
not to alienate those who have demonstrated their proven friendship
and support, which we undoubtedly will need even more in the future
than in the past. '

In any event, it has been a long t1me since we have seen each other.
How about breaklng bread together sometime soon?

Best regards,

Cordially,

of—)twr

. Bertram H, Gold
BHG/aw
encs.
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February 7, 1?73

" Mr. Joseph Bmanuel
.- -Executive Secretary _
The Israel Interfaith Committee
12A Koresh Street :
P.0.Box 2028
" Jerusalem

'y : " Dear Joseph, .

The issue 1is so serious that I wuld lixe to put i.n writing the
sug;estzon previously made verbally.

In our earlier consultations, it turns out that you and I are agreed
that the recent amendment to the Penal Code subnitud‘%? _Eresset Member
. Abramowitz is a-bDad law, both in texus of its ob;ectivas as well as
terminology. . We also agreed that, as a matter of conscience, we could
_not defend this .law to our interfaith and othex-faith constituenciss.
But we will have to deal with the consequt:es of the law and their
mplct on interfaith relaticms. :

Tue suggestion I made to you was tiat we join fcrces in deflecting this
- law from the direction in which it is heading, i.e., an issue of Jew
- .versus Christian. Obviously, this 1s not the case at ail.  Rather, it
15 a question of hwman rights, religious. 11barty, sensinvity to mmori—
ties and freedom 0f speeci.. ;

1 thercfore Suggested that we form a coilition ~ Taws, Christians and

. others who - together - will express thelr cispleasure over tie law.
if such a coalition could include recognized, orthodox Jews, s$o much
tle better. This could be done in either one of two ways, or ot
kither 2 ,ress conference called by such a coalktion; or, tekiny out a
full page ad both in the ilebrew Mnd Eaglish press in which coalition
members would sign, in their [rivatc capacities, if not as institutional

© representatives.. In eitlier case, the intent is to demonstrate how respon-
sible Jews througnout the cowitry join members. of the Christian minority
in taking cxception to a bill that should uever have Deen passed.

2.




1 enclose copxas of this lntter for Zvi and Shmaryahu end n:si_it your
reaction and advice. o $ e ¥ o '

. Sincerely yours',‘
Dr. M. Bernafd Resnikoff

. Director, Isml Office

MoR: jw st -
bee: Morris Fine
Bert Gold. s
Marc Tanenbaum
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MDITIS Fine/George Gruen
M. Bernard Rasnikoff

Keepxng a promise that was made following. the pnssage of the mmendment
to the criminal code (the so-called anti-mission bill) and because of

a reported incresse of harassment by extremist Jews on Hebrew Christians
who, allegedly, interpreted the amendment as freedom to act, I convened
a special meeting in the AJC office yesterday. Representing the United
. Christian Council in Israel was the Rev. Roy Kreider, Vice-Chairman and
David Yegar, Chairman of the UCCI Public Relations Committee.  Others in
attendance were Joseph Emanuel, secretary of the Israel Interfaith
Committee and Father Laurence Volken, chalrman of the Ecum&nical Theolo-
gical Research Fratemity in Israel.

The group fairly qdickly agreed to a proposal I had formulated that the
three Jerusalem-based organizations create and supervise a research effort
that would undertake to establish the facts concerning accusations made in
the Knesset and elsewhere of a reported rise of improper and misleading
missionary activities. Such a team would establish liaison with the United
Christian Council in Israel. All three organizations agreed equally to
share such financial burdens as may come up. And, to do the staff work,

I offered the temporary services of our colleague, Yaacov Pnini, whose
credentials are suitable for this.task and whose job load presently per-
mits add;tzanal respunsib111tzes on a short-term basis.

The idea itself was accepted soon enough and a decision was made to go
ahead. However, because of sensitivities, because of feelings that are
running high, because of anxiety caused by the introduction of what can
fairly be described as vigilante groups who are said to be invading the
homes of Hebrew Christians, it turned out that the UCCI had been doing
its own homework and presemted a ‘three page draft proposal dated June 8
1978 (sxngle copy attached).

It will be seen that this is an ambitious, extraordinary idea that 'woum_

involve a number of international organizations and that will be concerned

with a variety of related phenomena, including the ‘suggestion that there
be a8 simultaneous investigation of inferences that Jews are putting undue
pressura on Christians to convert to Judaism.

No action was taken on the draft proposal at the time although, on a first
quick reading,the whole idea leaves me cold. Still, I solicit the per-
spective of my colleaguas, and especially Marc and hzs associates, as the
concerned organizations in this country study the proposal further.

MBR: jw
cc: Bert Gold

IADY
Encl. owitred



February 12, 1978
Morris Fine _
‘M. Bernard Resnikoff

As reported in advance by Time Magazine, and a number of times after the event
by national radio, the long-awaited consultation {confrontation?) with Knesset
Law Committee Chairman David Glass took place in the chambers of the Knesset
- Law Committee on February 8 with a dalegation of-Christian-Ieadars in Israel.

Twelve Christian ministers were assembled for the purpose who gathered from
Tel-Aviv, Jaffa and Jerusalem.’ All were Protestants, save for one Roman Catho-
. lic. Most were of American origin, but there were others from Great Britain,
one from Norway and one from Finland., Most, but not all, are members of the
United Christian Council in Israel. -

Earlier, the group had accepted my suggestion that we meet in the Israel office
some two hours before the scheduled consultation for a final check on objectives
and procedures. I was pleased to note that they had planned for this meeting
with me by bringing in a statement in writing. But I was not pleased by the
speed with which they withdrew their written statement in favor of mine. Not
only were their ideas at least as good as mine but, in the light of later events,
I saw their submission to my agenda as evidence of group insecurity.

In any case, the agenda in the Israel office was completed, which included the
following elements: reaching agreement on the objectives of the consultation
which, put briefly, was to confine ourselves to legal issues since we were
meeting with the Law Committee Chairman; setting up a system of priorities-in
the event there wasn't enough time for all questions to be answered; designating
a spokesman; deciding what publicity was to be given to our efforts; and agree-
ing in advance to hold a meeting immediately following the conference in order

to plan the next steps, to be based on the data learned.

Some of the questions we agreed to ask included ‘the foliowing:

1. What is the legal definition of certain critical terms in the amendment to
the Penal Law - such as 'change of religion", "entice', "material benefit"?

—

———

2. Cite specific examples of Christian activities currently under way and seek
an opinion as to whether thney are now criminal activities, such as:
~ (2) an ambulance from an Anerican church for Magen .David Adom
~(b) free distribution of used clothing to the needy
(c) free copies of the New Testament in the Hebrew and English 1anguage
v(¢) phonograph records of sacred music

3. Wwhat clear and pressing problems was this lsw intended to solve?

2f..



Morris Fine ' | -2- Febtuary 12, 1978

4. How is a prosecutor to prove “g promise to give money“ or "entice" a person
to change religion without the invasion of privacy? .

5, How does it happen that no Christian authority, nor officials of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs, were invited to give testimony as the bill was being
considered by the Law Committee? :

6. It had been said that no one expects prosecution under the bill but that it
was incorporated into the books simply as a kind of '"warning"”. Does the
Law Committee consider this a legitimate purpose fbr adding an amendment to
the Criminal Code? ; :

7. Categorically denying some of the charges made against unspecified Christian -
.- institutions in the Knesset debate on the law, what redress and what avenues
of response are available to ordinary citizens to respond, keeping in mind

that Knesset members enjoy immmity? '

8. Are there, as has been élieged; plans to submit additional proposals to the
‘Law Committee further prohibiting the free exercise of religious practice?

9, A bribe is legally offensive if it is intended to induce another person to
perforn a criminal act. - But is conversion, as personally distaseeful as it
may be to the Jew, a criminal act? And should there not be additional amend-
ments to the Criminal Code declaring illegal bribes offered to switch votes,
to throw basketball games, to change dates on legal documents - incidents
that are actually taking place?

The session with the Law Cummittee,Chairnan, David Glass, took more than two-and-
a-half hours. It was largely deliberative, but sometimes emotions spilled over.
* When we got down to the fine points (the Christians had done their homework - see
their 23 page memorandum addressed to Prof. Aharon Barak, dated January 23, 1978,
a copy of which was previously forwarded), Mr. Glass had to revert to the Hebrew
language in order to be precise in his formulation. Despite the number of ques-
tions that were provocative -either accidentally or by design - I must say Mr.
Glass deserves high credit for maintaining dispassion, answering questions patient-
ly, graciously allowing interruptions and giving no indication at any time that he
was running out of patience or time. The fact that he is former Director-General
of the Ministry of Religious Affairs sertainly helped him understand the Gurfents
and eddies that flowed hhrough the chambers. Certainly, he did a more effective
job of putting the case as well as possible for a law that is widely held to be
a poor one. Certainly, his statements and explanations made more sense than an
undated, unsigned, document entitled "Amendment to the Criminal Law - Tempting to
Religious Conversion” - a single copy of which is attached and which is being dis-
tributed by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. The fresh data Mr. Glass shared with
the group appears as an appendix to this report. Here, I want to confine myself
to findings, conclusions and observations:

1. The group was mollified by a number of statements Mr. Glass made, but they
' .are far frum satisfied. .

2. mu@ it was made absolutely clea.r that the law will appear in the books< it
‘and - be argued in the courts entirely independent of the Knesset debate sur-
rounding its adoption, it is equally clear that the group was deeply hurt by

. remarks made in the Knesset debate_about Christian denominations and Church

“instituttins, which thd conferaace did nothing to ameliorate.

34..
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3.

4.

S

The conference was genuinely helpful but it did not alter the primary aim
of the group - which is to get the bill repealed (not a chance).

Despit .~ fact that some delegation members had lived in Israel Tgic than
ten years, this was the first time a mumber of them ever stepped into the
knesset. They were impressed. They responded positively when David Glass

was successful in picking up my suggestion that we provide an English-speaking
guide to show them through the Knesset when the conference was over. The
psychological impact was enormous because offe of their (legitimate) complaints
was that they were béing ignored. Here they were being treated like VIP's and
they responded accordingly. o ' e

The rold of AJC was acknowledged and its credibility applauded.

MBR:jw -
cc: Bert Gold

IADV..
- Abe Karlikow



Confidential Addendum

When the consultation was over, we left the Knesset, and the group insisted
upon meeting with me despite the late hour. It was finally agreed that all
the cars " -*--ing us back from the Knesset would assemble at the Baptist House
parkihgglot. There, standing in the middle of a semi-circle, the spokesman
told me that, as a matter of good faith and reciprocal trust, they wanted me
to know shat a delegation of the Council would be leaving in a few days to meet
'~ with the Vatican, the World Council of Churches and Church leaders in Germany,
England and France to share with the Europeans both their knowledge and dis-
quiet about the amendment. I told them that they were free agents and were

" feee to go wherever they want to, but suggested that the décision was just a
little bit premature. Some of the arguments I gave: the process of authentic
data collection was only begun, and not ended, with David Glass; a formal pre-
sentation had been made to the Attorney General and it might be a good idea for
the receipt of a response before the delegation; members go abroad; the very
act of taking this problem abroad could antagonize many Israelis of good will
who would otherwise identify with them in their complaints against the bill;
this is not really an issue of the Christian commmity versus the State of
Israel, &8s much as it is an issue of like-minded citizens of all denominations
who join forces to fight against what is probably a bad law. The arguments
impressed them, but apparently not enough, because they were determined to go
ahead - mostly, it turns out, because they want to accomplish as much as pos-
sible before they mum out of both steam and money. . ,

All this information was given to me in friendship and in confidence. The
moral problem was clear because I had no wish to betrey that confidence but,
on the other hand, saw a mission to Europe as a devestating and entirely um-
necessary problem for Israel at a time when we have enough pmblams with Sadat
and President Carter. .

Having made my dec:sion, I called the attomey Gmeral and, over the phone,
ascertained that he never did see the January 23 document add'ressed to him by
the Council. Thereupon, I promptly requested and was immediately granted a
meeting with him the next day, in which I told him, in professional confidence,
what had happened and suggested that if, at least, he or his surrogate would
call the Council chairman simply to acknowledge receipt of the document, to
assure the Council that it is being studied and that there would be a conference
about this skhortly - that this might be enough to deter the delegation from
leaving for Europe now. :

The Attorney Ganaral agreed and promised to call that day the Council chairman,
Na'em Ateek, an Israeli Arab who is a Canon in the Anglican Church. At this
writing, it is not known what happened.
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Appendix-
Fresh Infomation Provided by Mr. David Glass
At the Fabmary 8, 1978 (:onsultation d

It is _ .tly true that certain terms in the amenduent are legally
unclear, -and tBeicourts will have to decide what, their definitions. are.
In his own opinion, conversion, legally, can only take place when one con-

verts to one of the established Churches, as recopized by the government,
and not a movement.

Israel guarantees complete religious freedom and even goes further by doing
such things as offering established Churches tax relief. The assumption is
that is Israel there is complete freedom to change religion, despite the
Knesset debate. Even though extremists would prohibit all kinds of mission-
ary activities, the consensus in the Knesset is that, other than bribery,
normal practices in a democratic society can be pursued.

Every country builds- its own legal system, determining when an immoral act
becomes criminal as well., In this case, the law was promulgated because of
the spprehension of a nimber of Knesset members who are concerned about
growing a.ctivites by an addittedly small number of sects.

In a sensa. the law defends fmedom of religion. By making bribery unlawful,
.which can’ only damage the good name of the Christian establishment, people
‘are now free to choose or change a raligion by convigtion.

It is not customary for the Law COmnittae to invite experts or concerned
citizens to testify when a bill is being considered. Therefore, there was
no malice when no Christian commmity was invited to testify.  On the other
hand, initiated requests to submit testimony are frequently honored.

It is quite true that in the Knesset debate, some ill-considered remarks
were made about the Christian community by certain Knesset members. This
Mr. Glass personally regretted. But, there is no legal way to control free
debate but, at-the same time, no legal weight is given to the debate.

As the one responsible for shepimrding ‘the bill through passage, br. Glass
categorically denied that the bill was pushed through during the Christmas
holiday when, allegedly, Christians would be distracted by the holidgy season.

Mr. Glass personally doubted that a single case would come up in the next
two years under the law. The purpose of the Iaw is only one of deterrence.

Mr. Glass acknowledged that the sponsors of the bill were not happy with it,

. having preferred to forbid other kinds of activities. In a semse, Mr. Glass

concurs with this view because he would have forbidden all kinds of deception,
not only bribery. In any case, stronger legislation of any kind ghould not
have been passed by the Knesset at the present time. .

There is no proposed law before the Law Committee at the present time, nor
is there any contemplation of such, that would limit freedom of reli_gion.
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MEMORAMDUM

To: Morris Fine
From: MNives Fox
" Subj: Israel's new law against conversions

. Reactions to Israel's new law against prosnlytlsﬂ did not take
~ long in coming.

Typical is that of Le Monde's, which guoted a member of the
Council of Christians in Israel as having declared: "Onzs can-
not say that Christians enjoy religious freedom i Israel when

- certain groups can utilize Parliament to propaga e?%aured.“

.Sources in Rome have expressed "preoccupation by the Holy See"
concerning this law, says the paper; and adds that the Church
will transmit these preoccupations through normal diplomatic
channels as well as to the world Jewish community at the next
- meeting of the Catholic-Jewish Commission in Madrld (The
- last reference surely means IJCIC.) %

A delegation of the Council of Christians (an Anglican, a
Lutheran and a Catholic) visited the Vatican last week, before
going to Geneva and the Ecumenical Council of Churches. c-
" cording to Le Monde, the delegation will present four poznts
there, with Vatlcan approval. These are:

- 1. The law's vague terminology permits different interpreta-
tions, including the most hostile ones;

2. It was debated and adopted in the Kness et with an antl—
Christian spirit;

3. It will incite integrists against Christian missions and en-
courage provocateurs to ensnare Chrlstians only to accuse them
- of corruption afterwards;

4. It may be the prelude for other concessions to the majority's
‘religious parties envisaged by Mr, Begin's government.
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According to the article, the Vatican fears that this

. legislation will hurt the dialogue hetween religious com~

rmunities, be an obstacle for cosxistence.in Palestine ({sic)
and for settling unsolved issues such as the status of
Jerusalem and the Holy places. It is impossible to re-

‘fuse evangelization as an a priori conditiom: "ijo Christian,

or any man, can b2 stopped from sharing hic ccavictions,”
the Vatican source is quoted as saying. T

cc: Tanenbaun MCAMN IFWISH L
Resnikoff A s B
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'9 February 1978.

The Honorable Shmuel Tamir _ SR ST G LT R T B
Ministry of Justice - ' R B et el Sk Sl i
Government of Israel o GFOTEES L § RTe W Y Fongery T
Jerusalem . - S, % N ey 0B g R

"Israel - R

Dear Mr. Minister: SR '
. I should 1like to draw your attention to the fact that the recent passage of
the so-called "anti-missionary' amendment to the Penal Code has aroused
serious concern and distress among Christian leaders in the United States,
-and particularly among those very leaders who have been Israel's staunchest
friends and supporters in the American Christian community. It has been’
widely reported in the press and has been the subject of adverse comment
in the Chrlstlan press especially. : .

Our Interreligious Affairs Deparﬁment, which maintains an ongoing liaison
with the organized Christian community in the United States, has received
phone calls and letters from a number of highly-placed Roman Catholic,
Protestant and Evangelical leaders conveying their dismay at the passage
~ of this legislation, and raising questions about its intentions and its
¢ .application. Similar dismay has been expressed in the Jewish community.

We share with other Jews the feeling of moral offense at proéelytization,
whose purpose is to undermlne Judaism and the continuity of the Jew1sh
people.

We are also aware that this amendment on its face is directed to the pre-
vention of corruption and aimed at such abuses as bribery for the purpose

of conversion. But the sweeping provisions of the law as enacted lend
themselves to interpretations which go beyond the intention of the legis-
lators. It appears intended to intimidate the Christian community in

Israel and to impede it from the pursuit of normal philanthropic and
educational activities. Given the intemperate and hostile remarks which
accompanied the introduction of this legislation in the Knesset, there is
apprehension that its ultlmate goal is to drive the Christian comunities

from Israel. S R

';.;/2 o
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Page 2
The Honorable Sthul Tamir

9 February 1978

In this connection may I call to your attention the enclosed two full-page
statements that appeared as advertisements in the New York Times and else-
where around the country, expressing the full support of Israel by the
Evangelical Christian community and important elements within the Catholic
Church. Such statements would not have appeared without a continuous and

.close vorking relationship between these Christian groups and their con-
- stituencies and Jewish communal agencies such as the American Jewish

Comnittee and their memberships. And I must say to you privately that
Israeli actions such as this "anti-missionary' law represecnt a serious
obstacle to this kind of mutual trust and close relationship, and a

" consequent danger of the loss of.the solid support Israel enjoys from
these constituencies. Christian religious bodies cannot be expected to

be unswerving admirers and supporters of Israel if in their view Israel
is a state in which freedom of religion for all is not guaranteed and
where their legitimate activities are proscribed or impeded.

In the face of the widespread concern over this development, we believe

it important that government spokesmen in Israel reassure our Christian

friends and neighbors as to Israel's unwavering comnitment to freedom of

"religion and to the full exercise of the rights of the Christian minority

in Israel. We believe that a statement from your office as to how the
Ministry of Justice construes this law in its intention and application
might mitigate the damage its passage has caused. May I call upon you
for such a statement of clarification, for without it an unfbrtunate and
inaccurate picture of Israel may well result. .

Your prompt consideration will be greatly appreciated. - _: | _;f-
Sincerely yours,

Rt

Richard Maass
President

RW/ac R o 2 S g g v ey
Encs. s o o T s g
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_Chairman, Rev. Axel Tornm P o . -
Gardet 13 ‘ : Y . Y * Ede, Holland
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ebruar 16, 1978
Denmark S R

- Prime Minister Menachem Begin A G T LT o
Jerusalem ' TR T, o e .
. Israel e -

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

‘We write éo you with regard to the Penai Code Amendment Law (Enticement to
Change of Religion) 1977, and the related “Words of Explanation" (Gazette -
braft Laws - No. 1313 of 23.11.77). Ve are assembled at Ede, Holland, for

-the annual meeting of the European Lutheran Commission on the Church and the

' Jewish People, which is composed of representatives of Lutheran churghes in
‘Western Europe and their agencies, and deals with questions of Christian-
Jewish relations. It is therefore as friends and supporters of Israel that we
express to you our very deep concern about the law which the Knesset has re-
cently enacted. -
We are very much aware of the tragic history of Christian-Jewish relations. .

- We are also sensitive to the undeiétandable antagonism of many Israelis toward
-the Christian church and its presence and work in Israel. From the wording of

. the law, it would appear that the Christian churches in Israel would not be af-
fected, éince they do not use the reprehensible means of enticement which the
law forbids. It is clear, héwever, from the reasons given for the law-in the
Knesset debate and from other statements by prominent Israelis, that this new
law is in fact meant to address itself to the legimifate life and work of the

I

Christian churches in Israel.. ‘

H
]
'

‘ Moxeover, the enactment of this law has alqcady seriously damaged Jewish-Christian

F relations. We fear that further erosion of.the good name of Israel will be forth-

; coming in our own countries and in world opinion generally. It is already apparent
to Jews in many countries that the law contravenes the United Nations Declara-

tion of Human Rights, Articles 18 and 19, vhich Israel has endorsed, not to

speak of Israel”s own Declaration of Independence. . R I R -

._....._...-.—-’-'F""

1 .



For the sake of the welfare of Israel, we urge the earliest possible repeal
of this law.

To avoid public resentment against Israel in our countries, we are not giving
this letter to the press. Please do not underestimate, however, the gravity

wlth which we regard this matter.

Assuring you of our respect, and with a wish for the peace and happlncss of
. Israel, we remain

o

H o ' .-

Slncerely yours

L r?\ L[(‘\. Vg
European Lutheran Commission
on the Church and the Jewish People
.Chairman Axel Torm

cc: The Presideat. of Israel

' . LI S - %
The Minister of Foreign Affairs i . S E WE IR LS, el
i

The Minister of Reiigious Affairs

The Head, Ecclesiastical Affairs Department
Ministry of Foreign Affairsi

. The Director, Division of Christian Communities, <. L2
- Ministry of Religious Affairs . e

|
Dr. Gerhard Riegner, Executive Director, World Jewish Congress
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February 10, 1978

BAPTIST AND REFLECTOR
P.0. Box 347
Brentwood, TN 37027

To the Editor:

1 would like to reply to your January 19 article headlined "new
Israeli Law Threatens Nation's Religious Liberty". Nothing could

be further from the truth. 1Israel, the only democracy in the
Middle East, declared in her Declaration of Independence, '"The

State of Israel...will maintain complete equality of social and
political rights for all its citizens without distinction of creed,
race, or sex. It will guarantee freedom of religion and conscience,
of language, education, and culture. It will safeguard the Holy
Places of all religions.' Israel has been true to this pledge.

For the record, this is mot a law but a penal law amendment #5738 -

1977 (an enticement to change religion). The amendment relates

directly to Article Two of Israel's Basic Principles (roughly equiva-

lent to our Constitution) adopted in 1948 which reads, '"The State will
provide for the public religious needs of its inhabitants but will

prevent coercion in matters of religion (emphasis added)." In recent
years the coercion of new arrivals in Israel to become Christians has
become a nagging problem. Promises of money and plane tickets to America
or Canada are the inducements as opposed to the gospel. Vorse still, these
promises, made to tired, struggling immigrants seeking to adjust to a

new home, are often unmet adding another dimension to an already question-
able practice. The rationale for the amendment is this. In Western
society, it is illegal to gain advantage by offering a bribe. This is
merely an extension of that legal principle to religion.

Anyone familiar with Christianity understands the necessity of Christians

to witness for their religion. Deceit and coercion, however, in the name

of religion have been visited upon the Jews with alarming regularity and
blood-chilling consequences - the Inquisition, the pogrom, and the Holocaust.
That these techniques are diametrically opposed to the teachings of Jesus

of Nazareth has been recognized and has been recently proclaimed by untold
numbers of Christian scholars and theologians including Billy Graham and the
Department of Interfaith Witness of the Baptist Home Mission Board.



The Knesset has sought only to protect a people victimized all too long
by the worst that human nature can conjure up. The Knesset has in no
way compromised religious freedom, a freedom guaranteed in Israel and
expressly denied by her Moslem neighbors. Christians are still free to

witness. Jews are free to reject that witness.  That is part of religious
democracy. ’

Sincerely yours,

William A. Gralnick
Southeast Regional Director -

WAG/1m



ji} THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations * 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 * 212/751-4000 * Cable Wishcom, N.Y.

February 23, 1978

To: Members of the Board of Governors

From: Maynard I. Wishner, Chairman

I thought you would want to know that your mandate to the
officers during our recent Board Institute has been carried out.
Yehuda Avner, political adviser to Menachem Begin, was reached by
telephone shortly after the conclusion of our Institute and informed
of our deep concern over the apparent erosion of support in this country
as a result of Israel's actions in continuing to authorize new settle-
ments in the Sinai and on the West Bank. Mr. Avner promised to convey
this message directly to the Prime Minister.

You will be interested to know that a few days ago the Presi-
dents Conference also instructed Alex Schindler to carry a similar
message to Mr. Begin, whom he was to meet in Israel this past Sunday.
Bert Gold authorized Rabbi Schindler to represent the AJC's views as
well during the course of his meeting.

Now we are deeply concerned over the Administration's proposal
for a large-scale U.S. arms sale to Saudi Arabia and Egypt. The de-
cision to sell fighter aircraft to Eqypt represents a significant depar-
ture from U.S. policy and the proposal to make available to Saudi Arabia
the most advanced of American military planes is of course most disturbing.
Israeli officials are hopeful that further negotiations will restore the
sharp cut in their request which they believe to be inconsistent with a
prior U.S. commitment to be "fully responsive. . .to Israel's military
requirements on an ongoing and long-term basis." We have advised our
chapters of these concerns and have urged them to act accordingly.

You may have noted the recent publicity concerning the new Israeli
law governing missionary activities. In that connection, you will be in-
terested in Richard Maass' letter to Mr. Begin and the brief background
memorandum on the subject prepared by our Foreign Affairs Department.

Both are enclosed.

A summary of our discussions during the course of our recent Insti-
tute is now being prepared and will be sent to you shortly.

i @ BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President

E!lg:‘SAREDM?A:'?S:LEESF‘:&EL;:man_ Board of Governors W MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN. Chairman. National Executive Councl @ HOWARD | FRLEUI\:A-\{I:. ChaumanE Board o{I: Trusll::es :
y ASEEN, Secretary W ROBERT L. HOROWITZ. Associate Treasurer ™ THEODORE ELLENOF hairman, Execulive Commitiee

s ::reEslriila?sFKr\.;'l(;l-;ena;?‘;uériwn[-l:AML.Eﬁlﬁ?{:fﬂh?IRVING M ENE_EL_ ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP €. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER m Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN,

MRS, JACOB BLAUSTEIN, JACK A GOLDFARB. ANDREW GOODMAN. EMERY E KLINEMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWAL[}. 2 MA)( M. FISHER. Honorary CnanmaE:

National Execulive Council @ MAURICE GLINERT. Honorary Treasurer @ JOHN SLAWSON. Executive Vice-President Emeritus @  Vice-Presidenis: JORDAN C BAN?N Clgve:an !

EDITH S. COLIVER, San Francisco, EMANUEL DANNETT. Wesichester: RAYMOND F KRAVIS, Tulsa. DAVID LLOYD KREEGER. Washington. D.C.. RICHARD H TLEV : m‘,ago.
ALFRED H. MOSES, Washington, D.C. ELAINE PETSCHEK. Westchester: MERVIN H. RISEMAN. New York: RICHARD E SHERWOOD, Los Angeles: SHERMAN H. STARR. Boston

Honorary



THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE ! nYysavon v

March 8, 1978

Mr. R, Maass

President

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y, 10022

U. 5. A,

Dear Mr, Maass,

I regret the delay in feplying to your letter of
February 9, 1978 which I have read with great interest.

I understand that a similar letter has been sent to

the Prime Minister,

ie have given a great deal of thought to your remarks
and observations concerning the recently enacted law outlawing
material enticement to change of religion. I should like to
stress that the Government and the people of Israel are fully
cognizant of and greatly appreciate the positive attitude and
support of the many Christian religious bodies both in Israel
and abroad to the State of Israel and the Jewish people., We,
on our part have, over the years,striven to create mutual trust,
respect and understanding between the different religious
communities in Israel, Never have the various religious
comaunities enjoyed such freedom of religious worship and
freedom of access to the Holy Places as they do now under

Israeli jurisdiction.

It is, therefore, with deep regret that we read of
feelings of concern among people and institutions in the

Christian comusunity as expressed in your above letter,




STHE-MINISTER OF JUSTICE

pheaTAN Mo

I can assure you that there is no intention whatsoewver
on the part of the Israeli Government to restrict in any way
religious freedom of the Christian community or any other
community in Israel or to impede them from the pursuit of

normal educational or philanthropic activities. i

The underlying principles of our Declaration of _
Independence guarantee freedom of religion and conscience to
all of Israel's citizens, Israel-is also a signatofy to the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights which by article 18
declares that everyone has thé right to freedom of religion
and conscience including the right to change his religion or
belief., The State of Israel remains fully committed to uphold
these fundamental principles. The law to which you refer is
merely intended to prohibit the promising or the giving of

material benefits in consideration for a change of religion.

As you have referred to the totally unfounded and
imaginary apprehension in some circles that there may be an
intention to drive out Christian(from this country, I feel
duty bound to quote the law in question as passed by the

Knesset:

it 19 Whosoever gives or promises to a person'
money, money's worth or some other material

benefit in order, to induce hir to change his

E religion or in order that he may induce another

person to change his religion is liable to
imprisonment for five years or a fine of
50,000 pounds.




THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE [=Ri-}-R=b -ty R -]

2, Vhosoever receives or agrees to receive
money, money's worth or some other material

benefit in return for a promise to change his
religion or to cause another person to change
his religion is liable to imprisonment for a

term of three years or a fine of 30,000 pounds."

May I point out that a prevailing feeling which forms
part of the background to the enactment of this Law is that
in this generation the Jewish people have lost more than six
million men, women and children in the holocaust. Thus have
the veins of vital blood of the overall Jewish body been
partly dried up. This painful aund alarming situation has
therefore brought ébout a natural desire to see to it that
no people will be lost to the Jewish faith in an undﬁe and
unjustified process, VWhile we all share the opinion that
any faith or belief should be a matter of free personal
consideration and choice, we are convinced that any attempt
to buy souls by means of material inducements is incompatible

with elementary human and religious principles.

It is in these circumstances and in this spirit that
the law was passed by the Israeli Knesset. Needless to say,

the law applies equally to all religions,




THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE poDTnh v

May I add two points relating to the application of
this law. Firstly, that in view of the nature of the matter,
instructions have been given by the Attorney General that no
action or even inguiry be instituted by virtue of this law
without the prior direct authorisation of the Attorney General
in person or the State Attorney in person. Secondly, in the
final analysis; the interpretation of the law is a matter for
the Israeli courts, whose independence and reputation for the
highest standards of judicial integrity are beyond question.

¥With kindest personal regards,

S F WK~
SIMUEL TAMIR —
MINISTER OF JUSTICE
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" Pebruary 6, 1978

David Glass, M.K.

.. Chsirman, Law Committee
. The Kuessct

Jorusalem . ' ' Delivered by iand

vear David,

Following the conference you Lad some weeks ago: nith me ard with Dr.
David Clayman of the Awericen Jewish Congress concerning the amendment
to the Penal Code, you ;raciously consented at that time to meet with -
concerned Christians in Israel to interpret to thea the objoctives and
specifications of thie law. Taoreafter, an arrengement has been set up
for a consultation to take ,:laca at the Knossct on Hmuday, Pebruary 3
at 11:30 s.k. . ’

I pow attach a list of dalagatos who are plmming to ltt.n& the consulta-
tion. Their ID or passport numbers ars included in order te facilitate
entry into-the hiesset. It will be helpful for you to know that I will -
be escorting thesm mto the inesset, tor which I alroady have xy own badge
of aduission. :

You vill be imp-essed, as 1 was, by the number of ‘moylo desiring to attend
the cotnulutim and tha distances fron which they are coming in order to
attond the westing, iucludiiy Canon Na'en Ateek who resides in Haifa. This
is still further e.ﬁé'sncc for the need for suthoritative interpretation of
tiie bill, which 1: precisely why Dr. Claywan and I are so grateful tuat you
a.gread 50 prmptly t0 meet witl them,

I also onclose, for yuur advance study, a 23 pa..o semorandu dntod January
23, 176 that thie United (hristian Council in Israel prepared ifor Prof.
Aharon tarak. I only managed to receive a copy of this tae other day and
1 decided to get it to you as swiftly as possible, so that you, in turm,
can ylau to wske the wost cffective uss of our tire together., You should
also anow. tist thie two yellow pajzes at the end of the memorandws were dis-
trivuted to the press by the UCCI at a ;ress conference that took place in
Tel-Aviv last week.

"1 need hardly tell you, savid, what a stir this law has created. It was the

only ites on the sgenda when a group of concerned Christians met grivazely
with tie Minister of Religious Affairs last weck, It was cited in the res-

ponsd to m major sadress that the Priue linister zave to a convention of 500
evangelicals st the Diplemst riotvl. The Vatican and the sorld Council of

2/..
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Churches-have ipitiated inquiries, friendly churches in Europe have asked
their represantatives to stop distributing caaridable gifts until the law

is clarified. One church in California is withliolding the delivery of an
awbulance for the iiagen David Adom wntil assurances are made, These are some
of the reasons why the consultation with you is so desirable and we look for-
urd to your expert knowledge in Lelping to wollify our many Christisn friemds.

Should you wish to rcach me beforc the Fednesday cmsultaticn, after hours,
. oy uome telephone number is 38279.

smai'uly yoﬁr_s,

_ur, . sernard Resnihofif
Virector, Israel Uffice

MBR: ju

. bee: Worris Fine / :

Marc Tanenbaum
Bert Gola



Febfuary 3, 1978 R .
i g . | ) v i . winz % o f

Morris Fine" . g _ ; : b

M. Bernard Resnikoff

A fr1end in the Amerlcan embassy gave me an advance copy of a document
issued by the.United Christian Council in Israel preparea for Prof.’
Aharon Barak in wh%ch it takes up the amendment tolthe Penal Code.

The document is enclosed. The last two pageé in yellow were distributed

at a press conference in Tel Aviv on January 31 in which the UCCI sphkes-

man pressed for the establishment of an international commission of inquiry
to investigate religious conversions in Israel, in the expectation that
the Knesset is planning to pass addltlonal stringent laws.

1 find the document a formadable piece of work and it is boumd to have an
1mpact*based on the homework somebody did. My information is that the
.. _bulk of homework was done by the Reverend Knight, who resides in Jaffa,

who. 15 pro-Israeli but -also a passionate fundamentalist. This document
is worth calafurstudy by our department as well as by Marc and his staff.

. Add it may interest you and Marc to know that having gone through the
entire document, line by line, I have not found any statements of alleged
~fact that are not. : : :

" In consultation w;th the leadershlp of UCCI, I received their agreement
' to give a copy 'of this document to David Glass, Chairman of the Knesset

Law Committee, in advance of the consultation previously arranged for him
and representative Protestant leaders in the U.S. that will take place on
February 8 at the Knesset. ' The purpose .of giving him the document in
advance is in ord@ler for him- to understand the Protestant concerns and to
make the chSultathﬂ as meaningful as p0551ble. _

If you or Marc have- any. react1ons to this memorandum, I would be glad to
receive then.

MBR: jw /
cc: IAD

Bert Gold

B -
=T Y



* February 2, 1978 °

Dr. Jeonathan Pratto

Director, Church: Relations Division
Ministry for Foreign Affairs
Hakirya Romema ,
Jerusalem :

Dear Dr. Pratto,
'Représentative of ‘the response abroad to the recent amendment

‘to the Penal Code, is the attached copy of an article that
" appeared in the January 18 issue of Bapti.st Standard

‘1 am vory much afraid that the law, or mis:lnfomation about

the law, if you like, is alienating some of the strongest
Christian supporters of Israel. I would like to put in writing
- . the suggestion I have already made verbally that the Ministry,

' with your indispensable aid, launch a major program of interpre-
tation that might put the best foot forward on a law which, in .
. the opinion of many, includ:lng this wr:l.ter, should not have been

' passed. : .

Sincerely yours,

Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff
Director, Israel Office

'MBR:jw g o
Encl. article Owmitted -

bee: Md;rris Fine /
Tanenbaum/GibelV -



DRAFT LETTER FROM RICHARD MAASS (TO SHMUEL TAMIR

Dear Mr. Minister:
(First paragraph of amenities to be provided by George Gruen.)

T e

ﬁ{hould like to draw your attention to the fact that the recent passage of the
so-called "anti-missionary" amendment to the Penal Code has aroused serious
~concern and distress among Christian leaders in the United States, and particu-

larly among those very leaders who have been Israel's staunchest friends and

supporters in the American Christian t':t:nrrmu.zn'it,y.IJC oo heen, ""““‘Q‘b C"f‘”"m v

-

Our Interreligious Affairs Department, which maintains an ongoing Tiaison with

AN
the organized ehmﬁﬁ?m/unitﬁ in the United States, ﬁgﬁ‘ww has received

¥ -
phone calls,and letters;@m a number of highly-placed Roman Catholic,ard Pro-
testant; eaders conveying their dismay at the passage of this legislation, and

raising questions about its intentions and its application. $imilu djmus ew ‘reemm

: on iH Foe (?"‘{“:_’_EJ- M e Jorn, c_oww;bt
We are aware that this amendment is directed to the prevention of corruption T

A

and aimed at such ahuses as bribery for the purpose of conversion. ose
I e&{?w M Rwde A
i e g n to intimidate the Christian community in

Israel and‘ impede it from the pursuit of normal phﬂanthropid and educational
activities), Given the intemperate and hostile remarks which accompanied the

introduction of this legislation into the Knesset, there is }@f/apprehension that
Commuqf‘frﬂ—d- b
its ultimate goal is to drive the Christian MISY?E].

In the face of the widespread concern over this development, we believe it im-
A AKX (lrcinn ow) uy o ue
portant to reassure our Christian friends and neighbors, as to Israel's unwavering
4

wmﬂw{:u&wm*j‘ow
adnon o frn Regslotore,



commitment to freedom of religion and to the full exercise of the rights of
“the Christian minority in Israel. We believe that a statement from your office

as to how the Ministry of Justice construes this law in its intention and

N\ sl Ao Jowede M Qatlase ey Cawied
app'l'lcatmn ueuﬁ.b&eﬁremé—y—heipf-ui_a‘t_th;s_wne. May ¥call upon you for

such a statement of cTar1f1cat1onT {r\ Wl A o \‘N’FVM
Al fathos 1 Rler. %) ok papnlh,
Your prompt consideration will be greatly appreciated.

Most sincerely yours,

Lo W ' Richard Maass

(copies of draft to: Morris Fine, Inge Gibel, George Gruen, A. James Rudin,

Marc H. Tanenbaum, Morton Yarmon)
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DRAFT LETTER FROM RICHARD MAASS TO SHMUEL TAMIR

‘Dear Mr. Minister:
(First paragraph of amenities to be provided by George Gruen.)

I should Tike to draw your attention to the fact that the recent passage of the
so-called "anti-missionary" amendment to the Penal Code has aroused serious
concern and distress among Christian leaders in the United States, and particu-
larly among those very leaders who have been Israel's staunchest friends and

supporters in the American Christian community.

Our Interreligious Affairs Department,‘which maintains an ongoing liaison with
the organized church community in the United States, reports that it has received
phone calls and letters from a number of highly-placed Roman Catholic and Pro-
testant leaders conveying their dismay at the passage of this legislation, and

raising questions about its intentions and its application.

He are aware that‘this amendment is directed to the prevention of corruption

and aimed at such abuses as bribery for the purpose of conversion. But loosely
interpreted, might it not be used to intimidate the Christian community in
Israel and impede it from the pursuit of normal philanthropic and educational
activities? Given the intemperate and hostile remarks which accompanied the
introduction of this legislation into the Knesset, there is an apprehension that

its ultimate goal is to drive the Christian presence from Israel.

In the face of the widespread concern over this development, we believe it im-

portant to reassure our Christian friends and neighbors as to Israel's unwavering




commitment to freedom of religion and to the full exercise of the rights of
the Christian minority in Israel. We believe that a statement from your office
as to how the Ministry of Justice construes this law in its intention and
application would be extremely helpful at this time. May I call upon you for

such a statement of clarification?
Your prompt consideration will be greatly appreciated.

Most sincerely yours,

Richard Maass

(copies of draft to: Morris Fine, Inge Gibel, George 6ruen, A. James Rudin,

Marc H. Tanenbaum, Morton Yarmon)



i} THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

institute of Human Relations * 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 = 212/751-4000 * Cable Wishcom, N.Y.
February 28, 1978

08 Members of the Foreign Affairs Commission

FROM: Morris Fine

On return from my vacation, I found a number of important and
interesting items that I want to share with you covering recent de—
velopments and AJC activities. They are as follows:

(1) Memorandum entitled "An Israeli View on Peace and
Security' which was prepared and made available to
us by a veteran Israeli diplomat in Western Europe.
This is one of the best interpretations of Israeli
policy and actions that has come to our attention.

(2) '"Israel and the Occupied Territories,' the text of
the State Department's report on human rights in
Israel. You may have seen some distorted versions
of this report in the press and I therefore think
it is important that you read the full text. Note
especially the marked passages.

(3) FAD memorandum on ''AJC Efforts Regarding the New
Israeli Law Prohibiting Certain Missionary Activi-
ties," the text of the letter by Richard Maass to
Prime Minister Begin,and the text of a New York
Times story of February 14 on the same subject.

(4) Text of Maynard Wishner's letter to the Board of
Governors of February 23.

(5) Memorandum from Rabbi James Rudin to Rabbi Marc
Tannenbaum of January 30th reporting on his visit
to Belgrade as part of the National Interreligious
Task Force on Soviet Jewry. This mission is the
latest in a series of activities in which AJC has
been involved in connection with the Helsinki and
Belgrade Conferences from the very earliest stages.
We have been especially concerned with the

RICHARD MAASS, President m cen/2 ® BERTRAM H. GOLD. Execulive Vice-President
MAYNARD |, WISHNER, Chairman, Board of Governors ® MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN. Chairman. National Executive Council ® HOWARD |. FRIEDMAN. Chairman, Board of Truslees ®
GERARD WEINSTOCK. Treasurer ® LEONARD C. YASEEN, Secretary ™ ROBERT L. HOROWITZ. Associate Treasurer @ THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman. Executivé Commillee &
Honorary Presidents; MORRIS B, ABRAM, LOUIS CAPLAN. IRVING M. ENGEL. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, ELMER L. WINTER m Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN
MRS JACOB BLAUSTEIN. JACK A. GOLDFARB. ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMAN. JAMES MARSHALL. WILLIAM ROSENWALD ® MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chairman
National Executive Council ® MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer ® JOHN SLAWSON. Executive Vice-President Emerilus @ Vice-Presidents: JORDAN C. BAND. Cleveland;
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ALFRED H MOSES. Washington, D.C.. ELAINE PETSCHEK. Wesichester: MERVIN H. RISEMAN. New York: RICHARD E. SHERWOOD, Los Angeles: SHERMAN H STARR, Boston =
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Memo to Members of the Foreign Affairs Commission
February 28, 1978

adoption and wide dissemination of the Human Rights
provisions of the Helsinki Final Act. Abraham
Karlikow, the Director of our European Office and
Sidney Liskofsky, Director of the International
Organizations Division of the FAD, have devoted
much of their time to this effort.

(6) Text of Maynard Wishner's letter to the Board of
Governors of February 23.

Those of you who are members of the Board of Governors will already
have received several of these items. If so, I trust you will excuse this
duplication. It is much more economical to do it this way than to take
the time to remove some of the items from some of the envelopes.

As always, I would welcome any comments you might care to make on
any of this material, or any questions you might have.

MF/ac ' | /ﬁ g ;1 (

Encs.

cc: Area Directors
SAC

78-550-18



March 1, 1978
Morris Fine
_ -M.B.Res_:_aikdf'f ;

Following our telephone conversation, I enclose a copy of the March 1
letter delivered by hand to Yehiel Kadishai to solicit an early response
to Richie Maass's letter te=him. The letter was addressed to Yehiel
and forwarqu_thls way after consultations with Moshe Yegar.

Overtures to other ministriés, -including the Ministry of Justice, of
Religious and Foreign Affairs, had pretiously been 1n1tlated as per
copxes of my letters prevxously forwarded to you.

Best regards.- _ RS
MBR:jw . '
cc: Bert Gold /

Marc Tanenbaum
Enclosure



-March'l,-1978

‘Mr. Yehiel Kadishai

Head, Prime Minister's Bureau

‘Prime Minister's Office

Kiryat Ben-Gurion. > : _
Jerusalem - < o : . Delivered by hand

‘Dear Yehiel,

By this time you must have seen the February 9 letter my president,

Mr. Richard Maass, sent the Prime Minister in whiclh we solicit a state-
ment calculated to reduce the negative impressions, among our Chrxstlan
friends, of the recent ‘ameudment to the Penal Code.

For your convenience, an extra copy of that letter is attached. You
should also know that a comparabla Ietter was also sent to the Minister
of Jus.zce.

I bring all thiis to your attention at this tihe'becsnse of an urgent
recommendéation that emerged in my last telephone.cﬁnversatian with New
York. Wnen the Prime Minister arrives in the U.S. on March 13; he

should be free to concentrate his time and attention on the primary
purpose of the visit. We believe that overtures to him by the Church
authorities, by the Christian and general media and by otherSconcerning
the implications of this amendment could be successfully deflected if

' the statement we solicit could be prepared by you and released by us:
in advance of the Prime linister's visit.

* To this end, I am arranging for éhls‘l‘ttef to be delivered by hand and
am at your disposal at any time to assist you in 1mp1ementing this
suggestion.

Sincerely yours,

Dr. M. Bernard Resnikoff

Director, Israel Cffice
MBR: jw

Enclosed letter.
cc: Lioshe Yegar




j FebruaryIZT,'IQTS

Mr. Fred hoisgal -
External Relations Division’
Ministry of Justice -

49 Saleh El1 Din Street
Jerusalem

vear Fred,

I have been keeping you informed of the activities of this office .
with respect to the Amendment to the Fenal Law.  Also, in consultation
with you, ‘I iLave spoken to the Attorney General ard to Attorney Tamar -
Golan with respect to the clarification of the law, nlth special

. references to legal defln::ions. :

Now I enclose a copy of & February 9 letter that our prcsident. Richara
tiaass sent to your Minister which, in effect, formalizes the initiatives
alraady taken. For your information, a comrarable letter under the same
dateo, ‘'was sent to the Prime Minister. e ;

It is our hope that, armed with this bfficial letter from our presidént,
you will use your good offices to arragnge for the early promul;:tion
of the statement of exﬂlanation that is boxng sollcxted

CIf I can. provide you witk further 1nfbrnatzon or if there are additiongl
ways in which I can, accelerate this process, I am at your dlsrosal
as always. %

Sincerely yours, -

Dr. H. Bernard Resnikoff
Director, isrscl uffice

MBK: jw
tnclosed letter -

‘bee: bert Gold
Morris Fine
_IAD :



March 5, 1978
| "ISRAEL'S ANTI-MISSIONARY LAW"
WINS RELIGION COMMENTAR?
RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM* OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
"That which is hateful to you do not inflict on your neighbor." Thaf compel -
ling teaching of the original Golden Rule pronounced by the great first-century
Rabbi Hillel was very much on the mind of many Jewish leaders in recent days as
they contemplated the implications of the so-called "anti-missionary law" in
Israel. Sponsored by the Orthodox Agudat Israel party, this law which goes into
effect on April 1, makes it an offense punishable by five years' imprisonment to
use bribery or to offer anyone material benefits to convert from his or her re-
ligion. Accepting the offer to convert is punishable by a three-y'ear term or
fine. While the law does not mention missionaries, a statement in the Knesset
by an Agudah rabbi stated that missionary organizations were uéing financial
inducements and bribes especially among the Jewish poor in Israel to convert
them from their religion. The United Chris;ian Council in Israel has protested
against fhe law arguing tﬁat it could be misused in restricting religious liberty.
The Christian community should know that many influential Jewish leaders both in
Israel and the United States share their concerns and strongly oppose this law. But
let there be no misunderstanding. The jewish community shares the Agudahl's feel-
ing of moral offense at proselytization whose purpose is to undermine Judaism.
But the sweeping provisions of the law could compromise the civil liberties of
legitimate Christian bodies, and we have ﬁommunicated our opposition to the
highest authorities in Israel. Jews have suffered more than enough from denial
of'reiigious libefty, and will not allow such denial to be inflicted on others,

especially in a Jewish state.

*Rabbi' Tanenbaum, who is National Director of Interreligious Affairs of the
American Jewish Committee, presents a weekly religion commentary over WINS-
Westinghouse Broadcasting System.
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
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March 24, 1978 -
Marc Tanenbaum

Ira Silverman

WINPURJOLUIDU

Staff Cabinef Follow-up: Backgrounder on Christian
Response to Israeli Conversion Law. -

As you will recall, a suggestion was made at our
recent Staff Cabinet meeting that we prepare a

‘background paper on Christian response (statements,

Christian press articles and editorials, etc.)
to the Israeli conversion law.

I don't know whether you'have-movedfon this -- it
was specifically suggested that Judy be assigned

to work on it -- but it seemed like a good idea .
and I would appreciate knowing what's in the

works. _

IS:ls





