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THE GENESIS PROJECT 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
33-15 80th Street 
Jackson He~ghts, N.Y. 11~72 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

t•, 

November 7; i.974 

Please find enclosed a copy of the contract between 
the Genesis Project and yourself. The original of this 
document will be kept in our files. · 

Sincerely, 

mgy ·. 

$UITE 14M 145WEST58 STREET NEW YORK NY 10019 TELEPHONE (212) 757-4834 

·· ....... ..... /~·\·; 



THE GENESIS PROJECT 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
33-15 80th Street 
Jackson Heights, N.Y. 11372 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

October 31; 1974 

This will serve to confirm our various discussions that 
you have agreed to act as a consultant to the Genesis 
Project. 

Your services as consultant will include, but not be 
limited to, advising on participants and assistance in 
direct contact with them for the seminars to be held by 
the Genesis Project; advising on the ·texts and discuss­
ion areas of the seminars; providing assistance in the 
selection of transcriptions and articles for publication; 
and in general to advise on the overall concept and 
consult on the detailed development of an audio-visual 
encyclopaedia of the Bible and adjunct publications. 

During the period of this agreement and thereafter you 
shall hold as confidential, and shall not reveal to 
anyone without our written consent, all information aff­
ecting our activities which you learn in the course of 
our relationship. 

You agree to be available to work with the Genesis Project 
at such times as it reasonably requires, subject to your 
prior commitments to the American Jewish Committee, and 
that your contribution of time available to the Genesis 
Project shall not be less than the equivalent of five full 
days in any month of ·engagement. 

During the period of this agreement you agree not to under­
take any activity,.either for others or on your own account, 
which is in conflict with the activities and purposes of · 
the Genesis Project. 

. . /2 

SUITE 14M 145 WEST 58 STREET NEW YORK NY 10019 TELEPHONE (212)757-4834 
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The term of your services will be one year from October 
1, ·1974 to September 30, · · 1~)75 ·. · · ·For ·your- services, -the· 
Genesis Project has offered and you have agreed. to accept 
the sum of $7,000 (seven thousand dollars) payable as to 
half in three equal monthly instalments of $1,166.66 
between October 1 and December 31, 1974, and half in nine 
equal monthly inst~lments of $388.88 between January 1, 
1975 and September 30, 1975. All payments will be made 
on the first day of each month. In addition, the Genesis 
Project will pay such expenses as are incurred, and billed 
with supporting documentation, not to exceed $1,500 between 
October 1, and December 31, 1974, and not to exceed $1,500 
between January 1 and September 30, 1975. 

This agreement may be terminat~d by either party on written 
notice to the other thirty day$ prior to such effective 
termination. In the event of such termination .you may· 
retain the compensation theretofore paid to you, but you 
shall be entitled to no further compensation. 

The Genesis Project will have the option to renew this 
agreement on an annual basis on the same terms and condit­
ions noted above by notice in writing to you thirty days 
prior to completion of the term of t~is agreement. 

If this is your understanding of our agreement, please 
signify your assent by signi~g in the· space beiow. 

understood and agreed to: 

Marc H. Tanenbaum 

MM:mgy 



THE GENE$·1S PROJECT 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
33-15 80th Street 
Jackson He~gh.ts, N.Y. 11372 

Dear Marc: 

October 31, 1974 

Re: Tne Genesis ·Project 

This is the revised agreement for your consultancy with 
us, as dictated by ·our lawyer this morning. 

If there is anythi.ng you wish to discuss pl~ase call me. 
Otherwise, I look ·forward to receiving an executed copy 
from you, and will be happy to make the first payment 
due, as discussed. 

MM:i:ngy 

SUITE 14M 145 WEST58 STREET NEW YORK NY 10019 TELEPHONE (212) 757-4834 

. . .... 
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TO: John He:yman, President 
Genesis Project 

FROM: Rabbi Marc H. Tr:n enbaum 

DATE: May 15, 1979 

RE: THE "HAVE YOU SEEN JESUS·" FILM . 

I appreciate your inviting me to see the .preview of the roughcut 
of this film. This memo ·will detail some of the concerns that I raised 
during our conversation in your apartment last evening. After you 
have read this critique, I would welcome our talking again about . 
how best .to implement these suggestions. 

At the outset, let· me say that you have realized marvelously · 
your oft-repeated intention of bringing to life the Gps~el story 
against the background of Jewish Palestine. · 

There are several crucial problems; let me deal with what I 
believe is the most ·serious problem first: 

The entire crucifixion episode is bad - ve~ bad and requires 
radical ·reconstruction. In its present dramatization of the crucifixion 
and the Passion accox-ding to the literal rendering of . the Gospel of 
Luke, it is not ve'f7 different in its anti-Jewish im~a.ct than the 
Daisenberger text of the Oberammergau Passion Play. Th.at' s hard stuf'f , . 
but as a friend and great adm1BBI' of yours, I owe you nothing less 
than that quality of honest reaction. 

Granted that Jesus says severa1 times that his death is foreordained 
-- "I will be rejected first, then die and be resurrected on the 
third day";· "the son of man will surrer much and be rejected by the 
people of his day;" I will be handed over to ~he Gentiles;"the son of 
man must die,b.lt woe unto. him who .betrays him ••• " 

· spiritual 
. Each of th~se statements are made by Jesus but so~ly, gently; 

they don't seem to register with ma.jor force as the central religious 
idea that they represented in the ~mri*sk aspect of the Christian 
t:qaditlon, best formulated in the Fourth Cateohesis of the Council 
of Trent ~ • ("Jesus foreordelined 
his death ••• thereforv we Bho wallow in sin ai-e more guilty for 
his c~ufie1xion than 8.I'e the Jeva •• ") . 

P.Oised . · . 
Counterpoi4ed to these gentle assertions of Jesus are the 

weak mutterings of a marshmallow Pontius Pilate - a characterization 
that contradicts everything that we know from Roman, Christian and 
Jewish historic scholarship. Pilate was a cry,el, ruthless tyrant who 

-lusted in crucifying hund~eds of rebels and zealots who defied Roman 
oppressiwe rule. 

As presentl.y portrayed, Pila.ta ls a weak;ling lolho is relentlessly 
pressed and finally forced by the High Priests and their Jewish 
followers to cruei.fy Jesus against his (Pilate's will). Pilate's . 
first statement is a timid line thrown away almost as a mumble: "If 
he (Jesus) threatens the peace, I sh~l look to you (the High Priests)" 
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Pilate's .stI'Ongest line is "I see nothing to cause his (Jesus') 
death." 

Barlier. the na.i-ration says. ""The multitude (obviously the 
Jewish :multitude ) arose end led him unto Pilate." Then th~ same 
muttitude st~ts with that horrible and (unnecessarily) long screaming 
scene,, "Crudify himJ Cnnci.fy biml") mb response to their incessant 
cl.Bmor :f'or Jesus' death~ Pilate reluctantly. seemingly un~illingly 
says. "Bring me the order"(:f'or Jesus• cruoi:f'ixion). · 

The scenario is unmistakably c!aar - Jesus weakly says be 
has to die in order to become the ransom :for mankind's sin; Pilate 
does not want to cruciry' him; the High Priests, the Scribes and 
Pharisees~ and the Jewish multitude :force him to change his mind 
and to do the Jewish bidding t .o crucify him. Bottom line: The 
Jews killed C~ist. Mter the cru61.ei.xion, as if' to drive home the 
point of tfewisb culpability o:f' them murder or "the Son of Godn (that is, 
God himself) 1 a Roman sm centurion standing at the :f'oot of the 
c~oss, says movingly, "He bas done no wrongl" 

Not incidentally. the a.Dage for th6s Jewish vengeanee is set 
early in the f'ilm when Jesus 1s cslled. to the Torah in the Synagogue, 
and is then driven out angrily not only by the "Jewish leaders" but 
by the entire Jewish c ongzaegation. The d ominant image is set: the Jews 
versus Jesus. 

Frankly, John, I don't know whetaer this can be revised to 
remove this poisonous stuf'f. If it can be ata11, I think it will 
require changes along these lines: 

1) Jesus has to make a major point of prophesying his own 
death as the wi11 og God, without 'Whieh the whole cruB16ixion and 
resurrection make no sense as a theological postulate; 

2) Pilate must be portrayed as he actually was historically -
a cruel, murderous tyrant who became deeply anxious over Jesus* claim 
to political le'ldership. rm!IIllely,·that he saw him.self' as the "king odf 
the Jews" - a potential politic& threat to Roman domination, a focal 
point !'or fostering uprising a~d rebel11on against Roman flnpire; 

3) Fax- less coneen~ation of the centrality of the High P~iests. 
Scribes and Pharisees as demanders. inciters or the decision d to 
cru~y Jesus. without Rome m d Pilate, neigbe~ the Jews nor their 
leaders (puppets of Rome) would have cru£1.e1ed him. The Sanhedl'in 
were bereft of tbe power- to carry out cap1 tal punishment; only Pilate 
and Rome had that powe:r. 

Another major point: while the Jewish birth and early nurture 
of Jesus as a son of the Synagogue is cle~, there is no conaection 
with the historic reality that virtually all or Jesus ideas, homilies, 
parables. beatitudes, 1l1lages derive _from the world of reli~ious ideas 
or fi~st century Judaism, from the Pharisees School or Love. His very 
claim to be the I1essiah makes no sense ~without the Jewish belief 1n 
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the Messiah l4h1oh was a widespread idea in first century Palestinian 
Judaism. 

. . 
Jesus and the disciples, while mostly Jewish in appearance, speak 

as 11! they are third cent~ Christi-ans. ·They are not. They are:f.ll 
first century Jews, and the conci-ete reality .of · theiF Jewishness needs 
somehow to be made more explicit. Otherwise the tragic irony becomes 
all the more manifest; thelr backgI'ound is Jewish, everything they speak 
and think they owe to the Jews, but t~ey become instruoments far · 
hatred against the Jews. 

. So, in sum, the scenario itself must be recast to take these 
fuddamental eoncerns :&rito ·account; Then a prologde, and perha-ps an· 
epilogue too. must be addec;l to make sure ~hat this. ·film is not used 
to !'oater anti-Semitism; . · 

'That 1 s a verry tall or.der, I know, but I'm prepared to do everything 
I can to help you achieve it. 

With . warmest best wishesJ 

Marc H. Tm enbaim 

P.S. • A bad film on Jesus could have· negative repercussions on 
the entire Genesis project, and that's why I am so tough 1b 
stating my .case. · 

Secondly, the press release should be rewritten; I will send 
you some suggestions for -revisions shortly. Please don't send it 
out in its present . fo:rrn. 



THE GENESIS PROJECT 

Thank you for coming. We wouZd very much 
appreaiate your heZp in the foUowing areas: 

1. Any comments on those aspeats of the 
fi Zm which you fee Z couZd be edited, 
and any ahanges that you think shouZd 
be made. 

2. A written stat~ment of endorsement. 

3. Any suggestions of how you might heZp 
us in getting the word out ahout this 
film. 



INSPIRATIONAL FILM DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

Language ·Research 
i 

L 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
·7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14 . 
15 . 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22 . 
23. 
24. 
25 . 

Language 

Mandarin ( Ghi na) 
. English· 
*Hindi & Urdu (60M) (Pa.Id stan & lndi.a} 
Russian (Great Russia only) 
Spanish 
Arabic 

· Portuguese 
*Bengali (Bangladesh & India) 

German 
Japanese . 
Malay-Indonesian 
French 
Itanan 

~Punjabi (India & Pakistan} 
*Tamil (India & Sri Lanka) 
*Telugu (India} 
. Korean 
*Marathi (India'} 
.Cantonese (China) 
.Javanese 

Wu (China) 
Uktantan (Mainly USSR) 
Turkish 
Min (China) 
Vietnamese 

26 . Poli sh 
27 . . Thai 
28. *Gujarati (India) 
29 . *Kannada (India) 
30. *Malayalam (India) 
31. . Persian 
32. *Oriya (India} 
33. Burmese 
34 . *Bi hart (India) 
35. Swahili (East Africa) 
36 . *Rajasthani (India) 
37 . Tagalog (Philippines) 
38. · Romanian 
39. Hakka (China) 
40 . Netherlandish (Dutch & Flemish) 
41. Serbo-Croatian (Yugoslavia) 
42. Hausa (West and Central Africa) 
43 . Pushto ' (Afghani~tan) 
44. Sundanese (Indonesian) 
45. *Assamese (India) 

No. of 
Speakers 

.{millions} 

·670 
369 
278 
246 
225 
134 
133 
131 

. ·120 
113 
l 01 

95 
61 
58 

. 55 

. 55 
. 55 

53 
48 
45 
43 
42 
41 
39 
38 . 

3,248,000,000 People 
· (78% of world) 

36 
. 32 

31 
29 
27 
26 
24 
24 
23 
23 
22 
22 
22 
21 
20 
1. 9 
19 
16 
15 
13 
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46. 
. 47. 

48. 
49. 
50~ 

51. 
52 . 
53 . 
54. 
55 . . 
56. 
_57 ~ 
58. 
59. 
60. 
~1. 
62. 
63 . 
64 . 
65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 
71. 
.72. 
73 • . 
74. 
75. 

76 . 
77 ~ 
78. 
79. 
80 . -
81. 
82. 
83 . 
84. 
85. 

. 86. 
8-7. 
88. 
89. 
90. 
91. 
92. 
93 . 

Language 

Hungari.an (Ma.gyar) 
Yoruba (West Africa). 
Ibo {West Africa"-) 
Czech 
. Sinhalese {Sri Lanka) 

Greek 
Nepali (Nep_al & India) 
Sfndhi (India & Pakistan) 
Swedish 
Uzbek (USSR)­
Amharic (Ethiopia) 
Bulgarian 
Byelorussian -°{i:na_i nly USSR) 

.. Cebuano· ( Phi.1 i ppi nes) 
Zhuang· (Chfoa.) --
Azerbaijani · {USSR & Iran) 
FUl a "(West Afri.ca) 
Madurese (Indonesia) 
Ma 1 agasy" {Madagascar) 
Cambodian {_Cambod·ia & Asia) 

· Kurdish _( S-. W. o·f Caspian Sea) 
Orooo (Ethiopia) 
Quechua (Sout~· America)· 
Ruanda (South Central Africa) 
Tatar (or Kazan-Turkic) (USSR) 
Afrikaans .(South Africa) 
Catalan . {Spa~n, . France & Andorra) 
Kazakh (USSR) 
Malinke-Bambara-Dyula (Africa) 
Ti·betan. · 

Danish 
Finn.iSh 
Norwegian 
Provencal (Sol!thern France) 
Slovak 
Somali (East Africa) . 
Twi-Fante (or .Akan) (West Africa) 
Uighur {Sinkiang _&.China) 
~ho~a (South. Afr ica} 
.Zulu (South Afr_ica) 
·Arme·nian 
Bhi i"i (Inqi a) 

· Jl oca·no {Phi 1 ~ppi nes )_ . . 
·panay-Hiligaynon (Phil .jppines) 
Rundi (South Central Africa) 
Shona (South East Africa) 
Saritali (India) · · r1 gri nya (Ethiopia) 

No •. of 
Speakers 

(mil 1 fons) 

13 
13 
11 
11 . 
11 

523,000,000 People 
(12% of world) 

10 
·10 
10· 
10 
10 

9 
9 -
·9 
9 
9 , 
8 
8 
8 
8 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
6 . . 
6 
"6 
6 
6 " 

l99,000,000 People 
. (5% of world) 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
s· 
5 
4 
4 
4 
4 

· 4 
4 
4 
4 



94. 
95. 
96. 
97. 
98. 
99. 

100. 

101. 
102. 
103. 
104. 
105 • . 
106. 
107. 
l 08. 
109. 
11 o. 
111. 
112. 
113. 
114. 
115. 
116. 
117. 
118. 
119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125~ 

126. 
127. 
128. 
129~ 
130. 

. 131. 
132. 
133. 
134. 
135 . 
136. 
137. 
138. 
139. 
140. 

Language 

Yi (China) 
Albanian 
Balinese 
Baluchi (Pakistan & Iran) 
Ewe (West .Africa) 
Galician (Spain) 
Ganda (or Luganda) (East Africa) 

Georgian (USSR) 
Hebrew 
Kanuri {West & Central Africa) 

*Kashmiri (India) 
Kikuyu (Kenya) 
Kituba (Congo River) 

· Lao (Laos ·& Asia) 
Lithuanian 
Luba-Lulua (Zaire} 
Makua (South East Africa)-
Mbundu (Umbundu group) (South Angola) 
Miao (& MeQ) (South East Asia) 
Mossi (West Afdca) . 
Nyanja (South East Afric~) 
Guarani · (mainly Paraguay) 
Sotho, Southern (So.uth Africa) 
Tajiki {USSR) 
Wolof (West· Africa) 
Yiddish 
Batak (Indonesia) 
Bemba (South Central Africa) 
s·ikol {Philippines) 
Bugi (Indonesia) 
Chuvash {USSR) 
Efik 

Gondi (India} 
Khalkha (Mongol ia}' 
Kirghiz (USSR) 
Kongo {Congo River) 
Konkani ('India) 
Latvian 
Luo (Kenya) 
Luvi (Iran) 
Macedonian (Yugoslavia} 
Mazandarani (Iran) 
Mbundu (Kimbundu group} (Angola) 
Ngala {Africa) 
Nyamwezi-Sukuma (South East Africa) 
.Sango {Central Africa) 
Shan {Burma) 

.No. of 
Speakers 

(millions) 

4 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

104,ooo~ooo People 
(2% of world} 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

69,ooo.ooo People · 
(1 % of world) 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
·2 
2 
2 
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141. 
142 •· 
143. 
144. 
145. 
146. 
147. 
148; 
149. 
150. 

. 151 • 
· 152. 
153. 
15·4 • 
155. 
156. 
157. 
158. 
159. 
160. 
161. 
162 . 

Language · .. 

_.. Slovene : (.Yugoslavia) . 
Sotho, :Northern .. (South. Africa) 
Tswanda (South Africa)' 
Turkoman (USSR) 
Gilaki (Iran) . · 
Aymara (Bal ivia & Peru.) 
Dayak (Borneo) 
Eda (West Africa) 
Esperanto 
Estonian 

!jaw (West Africa) 
Kamba (East Africa) 
Kumauni (India) 
Kur~kh (or Oraoµ) (India) 
Luhya (or Luhia) (Kenya) 
Mende (Sierra Leon) 
Mordvin (USSR) . 
Sarnar-Leyte (Philippines) 
Thonga (South East Africa) 
Tiv (East Central Ni:gerfa) 
Tulu . (Iridia) . 
Fang-Bulu (West Africa) . 

1 25 
?6 50 
51. 75 . 
76 100 

101 - 125 ... 
126 150 
151 - 162 

·No •. of 
Speakers 

(millions) 

2. 
2 
2 
2 
2 
i 
l 
1 
1 ., 

45;000~.ooo People 

l 
l 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
l 
l 
l 
l 

. l 
12,000,000 People 

3~248,000,000 
523,000 ,000 
199 ,000 ,000 . 
104,000 ,000 
69,000,000 
45,000,000 
12,000,00o' 

4,220,000,000 People 



. MEDIA VITAL STATISTIGS 

Population . · 

FI~M RESEARCH 
INDIA 

*Density/sq. km. 
*Percentage. of Christians 
*Number of Radios/l ,000 
*Number of Short Wave/1 .,000 
*Film Attendance/Capita/year 
*Number of Televisions/10,000. 

EXISTING MEDIA (FILM} . 

.625.820,000 
172 

l 
21 

6 
6 
l 

. India has one of the l .argest film industries in the world. T-he main 
reason being t .hat film is. the best means of conununication in India. 
The governm~nt itself has hundreds of. mobile : 16mnT·' Pro•j~tUon units 
totaling 60,000,000 viewers with audiences of 3,000 to 4,000 persons 
at a t'ime,· free of charge. · 

Commerc.ially there a.re 4,716 fixed cinemas and 2,575 mobile projection 
units (35mm) totali.ng an .. audience ··of over. J,000,.000,000 .or 6. visits 

· per person annually. · This is very significant cons·idering that· in 
the U.S., it is only 5 visits per person annually. Of the 568 films 
shown in 1971, llS-were in Hindi, 90 in English (86· from the U.S. and 
4. from the .U.K.), 83 in Telegu, ·73 ~n Tamil, 52 in . ~alayalam, 33 in 
Kannada, 30 in Bengali, ·23 in Marathi, 66 in Gujar(lti·, Assamese, Tulu, 
Punjabi., BhoJpuri, . Mait.hfli, Chat~osgarhi, Sindhi, Oriya, Konkani, 
Italian (12 froni ·Italy), Russian (9 fro111 U.S.S.R.-}, Japanese (6 from . 
. Japan), French (12 from France). 

LANGUAGE PRIORITIES 

Fourteen la.nguages cover 93% of the Indian population. 

Hindi and Urdu 
English 
Telegu · 
Tamil 
Malayalam 
Kannada 
Bengali 
Ma.rat hi 
Punjabi 
Gujarati 
Oriya 
Bihari 
Assamese 
Sindhi 

CULTURIZATION 

The film "JESUS" fs so~ial.ly acceptab1 ~ to approximately 90% of India's 
population. The only possible ex~eptfqns would be .t'he 10% Moslem pop1.1lation 
and a minority .of .Christians who don't be.lieve mov.ie-:going is aece.ptable. 



PRIORITY LIST OF COUNTRIES 
IN AFRICA 

The following is ·a prioritization of countries to go into with the film 
~JESUS" based on th~ existing channels of ~istribution, and ntimber of . 
potential viewers in each country. At present, there are existing channels 
of distribution for approximately 56% of the_ population of Africa. 

NUMBER 
OF 

COUNTRY VIEWERS 

Al g~ria 15,270 
Nigeria 55,074 
Egypt . 34,84'0 
Morocco · lS,830 
Sudan 16,490 
IVory Coast . 4,420 
EthiQpia 10·~100 70% 

· Tunfsia ·s, 131 
Ma~riti ~s ·& Oep. a3~ 
Kenya 7,242 80% 
Senega 1 4 .• 022 
Tanzania 5,600 
Soma 1 i'a-_ 2,940 
Madagascar .. 4,050 
li byan Arab Rep. · 2,080 90% 
Angola 2 ,715 . 
Mali . 2,630 
Mozambic 2 ,21'3 
Uganda· 2 ,09~ 

. Chad 1'140 95~ 
Dahomey ·1 , 1 04 
Reunion 470 
Zaire 1'124 
Ghana. . 886 

· Upper Vo 1 ta 1,000 
Niger, . 828 - . 98% 
Liberia · 825 . 
·Togo ~00 
Equatorial Gui~ea 500 
Central Africa 500 . 
Gabon · .385 . 
Portuguese Guinea · 300 
Burundi 151 
Sierra -Leone -. 122 
swazil~nd 100 
Com0ro Is. 100 
Botswana 75 

TOTAL FILM AUDI.ENCE. 203 ,°791 . · 100% 



Of these 37 -countries, 67% of their popluati~n ·have access to seeing 
the film "JESUS". 

·.-TOTAL AUDIENCE 
TOTAL POPULATION 

203,791 
~03·-,325 . 

= 67% 

Fourteen-countries .have little or ~o audience. Total population of 
58,102,000, or 16%·of Africa's total popula~ion. 

Countries where movie may be culturally · unacceptable because of dominant 
" religion o.f MosJem (75% or .more): · 

Algeria 
Comoro Is. 
Mali 
Mor:occo 
Mauritius & Oep. 
Niger 
Senegal 
Somali a 

. su'dan ·. 
Tun.iSia 
Egypt 
Libya 

This_ gives us a total audience o·f 102-,788,00.0, or 28% of Africa's total 
· population. 
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The Laymen's National Bible Committee 

Opening Event 

of 

1979 National Bible Week 

A Presentation of the Work of 

The Genesis Project: 

The New Media Bible 

and 

The Motion Picture 

''JESUS' ' 

Sunday, November 18, 1979 

Concert Hall 

John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts 

8 :30 P.M. 

~tP~ 



INVITATION COMMITTEE 

The Honorable Jim Wright, Chairman 
Majority Leader, U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Berkley ,W. Bedell 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Dr. Landrum R. Bolling 
Council on Foundations 

The Honorable Don L. Bonker 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Jack T. Brinkley 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Clarence J. Brown 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable John H. Buchanan, Jr. 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Dr. Arthur F. Burns 
Visiting Scholar, American Enterprise Institute 

The Honorable Lawton Chiles 
U.S. Senate 

The Honorable Shirley Chisholm 
U.S. Hou.se of Representatives 

The Honorable Dennis DeConcini 
U.S. Senate 

The Honorable Edwin J. (Jake) Garn 
U.S. Senate 

The Honorable Mark 0. Hatfield 
U.S. Senate 

Miss Helen Hayes 
Actress 

The Rev. Dr. Theodore M. Hes burgh 
President, Notre Dame University 

The Honorable Marjorie S. Holt 
U.S. House of Representatives 

The Honorable Harold E. Hughes 
Former U.S. Senator 

Mr. Bruce K. MacLaury 
President, The Brookings Institution 

Mr. J. Willard Marriott, Jr. 
President, The Marriott Corporation 

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays 
President, Emeritus, Morehouse College 

Mr. Thomas A. Murphy 
Chairman, General Motors Corporation 

Dr. Nathan Pusey 
President, Emeritus, Harvard University 

The Honorable Richard T. Schulze 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, D.D. 
Titular Archbishop of Newport 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Interrefigious Affairs Director, 
The American Jewish.Committee 

The Honorable Lester L. Wolff 
U.S. House of Representatives 



LAYMEN'S NATIONAL BIBLE COMMITTEE, INC. 
SPONSOR OF NATIONAL BIBLE WEEK 

The Laymen's NationaI Bible Committee, Inc. is an organization of business and pro­
fessional leaders of all faiths associated in an intensive effort to motivate reading and 
study of Holy Scripture. . ' 

·" 

LNBC,is supported entirely by volutary tax deductible contributions .. 

ClTA.TlON OFJ\PPRECIATION 

· ~~enesisfrojcct~nc . . 
. .... ' 

f OR its signal anitributUm t:o the- ronttmpora1Y teachir19 
of fa.ith a.ndethic.s throuqh ~ 'N€WMcOIA 1'JB1£, 

and~ disti119u.ishd_ d~a.~on0it-in yrodua;~ 
~ fil~ )~SUS, whiclt rommi.micaU.s (jod's Word ro tlu.s. 
9enaatto1i with pow~ and authm~. 

".°'Nqve:mber 18, 1979 .. 
Wa.s~urn,., ©. C. 

~~-~~,. . ' .. 
~~t-' 

. : . 



Program of Events 

Scripture Reading ............. . ... :. · ........ Mr. F. Charles Graves, President 
Psalm XXIII . Gilbert A. Robinson, Inc. 

Secretary 
··.Laymen's National Bible Committee 

Welcoming Remarks ................ , ....... The Honorable Richard G. Lugar 
, . · ' .. , , . ,, .. Unit~9 ·~tat~s Sen~te 

. : . .· . 

Opening of National Bible Week ....... .'. '_. : .... Mr~ T~omas A. Murphy, Chairman 
General Motors Corporation 

Chairman 
National Bible Week 

Introduction of the New Media Bible ........... Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National lnterreligous Affairs Director 
The American Jewish Committee 

Old Testament Selectfon ... . .. . ... : . .' .. . ..... "Rebecca'.' 
New Media Bible 

Presentation of Award ... . ............ . ..... "The Honorable Theodore R. Kupferman 
· · Associate)Jstice ·· · · 

·supreme Court of New York 

President 
Laymen's National Bible Committee . . 

Acceptance Remarks .............. : ......... Mr. John Heyman; President 
Introduction of the Motion Picture JESUS The Genesis. P.roject, Inc. 

;~r.: . · ~ , .. . . 
Motion Picture ............................ JESUS · 

Concluding Remarks ....................... The Honorable Richard G. Lugar 
· United States Senate 



The New Media Bible 
Genesis 24:1-25:10 

Abraham's servant swears to find a wife for Isaac . .. The servant travels to Mesopotamia 
... ·Rebekah.'at the weli ' · · 

Rebekah's family welcomes the servant ... They allow Rebekah to.marry Isaac ... They 
bless ·Rebekah as she departs. · 

Isaac meditates at dusk ... . Rebekah veils her.self on seeing Isaac ... The wedding of Isaac 
and Rebekah .. : The death and burial of Abraham. · 

The Life of Jesus Christ 
From 

The Gospel of Luke 

The Annunciation : ... Mary visits Elizabeth ... The Magnificat ... An angel appears to 
some shepherds. ~ . Birth and· naming of Jesus ... Presentation of Jesus ·in the temple ... 
Jesus among the teachers · 

John the Baptist preaches ... John announces the Christ ... Jesus is baptized ... The 
temptation of Jesus ... Rejection at Nazareth ... Jesus preaches at Capernaum ... 
Miraculous c.atch ()f fish .. , Call of the first disciples 

The cure of Jairus's daughter ... Call of Matthew Levi, the publican ... Jesus chooses 
the twelve apostles ... The great Sermon: the Beatitudes, the Golden Rule, Love your en~ 

. emies, self-knowledge 



. ~ : : . 
-- -· . ·--·-·· . - - . . ---. . . :- --· .... .... .. :.-· .. ·· 

Dining with Simon the Pharisee . .. Jesus anointed by a sinful woman ... Raising the·son 
of the widow ofNain ... John th€'. Baptist sends disciples to Jesus: ·· . Parabl~ ofct~e.sow­
er ... The lamp ... His.mother and brothers 

. Calming the storm , .. Cure of a ~an posessed by .d~mons ... Loave~ and fishes . feed the 
5,000 ... Taking up o~e's cross 

: Th_e .. tran~figuration ... Cure of the epilept_ic boy ._ ... The Lord's Prayer ... _Seek ai:id ye 
.. shall find ... The lilies of the field .. .. Jesus assodates . with sinners ... Cure. of the.· 

himc.J:ibaclced woman ... The kingdom of God ... The Good S~maritan ... A blind beg-" 
gar cured ... Zacchaeus, the tax collector 

The triumphant entr'y into Jerusalem .. . Jesus cleanses the temple ... Enmity of the 
· leaders .... Jesus teac.hes in the temple ... Confrontation with his enemies ... Parable. of 
the vineyard .. . . Tribute to Caesar 

The Last _Supper ... Ttie New .Testamerit proclaimed . .. The ~~trayal _foretold .. 
Peter's denial foretold .. .. Persecution coming'. . . Betrayal by Judas ... The agony.in the 
garden .. .. The.arrest .. . The mockery .. .. Peter denie~ J~sus . .. · 

.Jesus before the coundl . .. B~fore J>ilate ... Before Herod ... Pilate sentences.Jesus .. ... 
The way ()f th~ cross .. .. The crucifixion 

Entombment by Joseph of Arimathea ... The women at the empty tomb . : · . The risen 
Christ appears in Jerusalem ... His last words ... The· Ascens!o_n. . · ·· 

.. 
. , ; . 

··: .· 
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R E· L I G I 0 US NEWS ' SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICE -10- THURSDAY, JANUARY 29, 1976 

SCHOLARS, CINEMATOGRA~RS JOIN FORCES 
FOR MASSIVE PROJECT 'FILMING' BIBLE . 

By Religidus News Service (i°-29-76) 

NEW ·yoRI{ "(RNS) -- A film "publi~ation" of the entire Bible, which 
is e~pected to ~~ iµ pro~uction ·~hrough the 21st century, has been 

· 1a~nch¢~ py an internation~l ~tea~ of scholars and cinematographers. 

Organiz~~ . as "The GeI;lesis Project," the · endeavor will eventually 
produce what is called The New Media Bible. It will be based on the 
King Ja~~s. Ve~sifi>n, . and will be a series of film segments of every··. 
event of the Bible, Wi.tho\.tt any extra-Biblical commentary • . 

·. -· . . 

Sept. 1, 1976, has been designated publication date of the first 
segments, which will be eight installments covering the first 22 .. 
chapters. of the ~ook of Genesis, aµd the first two chapters of Ltike's 

-Gospel . ' · 
.\.. ' . The films, which are designed primarily for educational establish-

ments ~nd ~eligious_ insti.tutions,. will .not be ava-ilable for· rental• 
Charter subscribers· are offered a· price of $2,000 per year. The 
price ~ill rise .to $2,500 after Sept.- 1. 

Topol, the Israeli actor who starred as Tevye in the film version 
of Fiddler on the Roof, will portray Ab~aham. Organizers of The 
Genesis Project are seeking other noted .actors and actresses for 
major roles, and hope to be able to use the voice of Gregory Peck 
to represent the voice of God • 

. The project, which has already. cost $5 million-, dat~s · back to 
early :l969 when Mi~hael Manuel, former general ma~ager of the 
Metropolitan Opera Company, was ~a~ching a plane .for New York at 

. London's Heathrow Airport. At an airpor~ bookstOTe; he purchased a 
volume atop a pile of "best l;ellers . 11 When he had boarded the plane, 
he discovered he had bought a Bible .• 

Mr. Manuel read the ' Bibie ali th~ "way back to New York. He had 
been thinking' .of attempting to . tra\\spo~ great operas into '. film, 
but then decided that he .. woul.~ pr_efer· .to try . the : experiment "with the 
Bible. . . . · .· . . · . . 

Organizers ·o·f ·The Genesis Project anticipate ·that it will take 
at least 33 years to complete, with .a tot.al: budget of hundreds of 
millions _Qf dollars. · . ...... .. 

Amorig the scholars who_ haye contributed their i~sights to the 
project are: 

·· .. : 
. : , .(mo.re) . . . · .' PAGE ·10-



INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

THE GENESIS PRO!ECT 

TO: Marc Tanenbaum . DATE: 4 October 1976 

FROM: John Heyman 

SUBJECT: 

Again~ many thanks for th~ notices and . clippings you have 
sent. · r return .herewith your list±ng 0£ meetings after 
having made a copy ... fer . 0ur pe0ple. · · 

Best, 

att. 
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RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE -- 43 West 57th Street -- New York, N.Y. 10019 
I 

/ FUTURE DATE I 
L--~~~~~---1~_, 

I OCTOBER 1976 I 
I I · 

---A monthly listicg of major religious meetings and observances---

Sept. 30-0ct, 4 Denver, Colo. 8th Biennial Meetirg, Associa­
tion of Ladies of Charity of 
the. u.s . 

1976 Regional Conferences, Catholic Press Association: 

Sept. 2~25· 

Sept. 29-0ct. 1 

Oct. 6-8 

Seattle, Wa.sh. 

Oakland, Calif. 

Y~ungstown, Ohio 

Northwest Region 

Western Region 

Midwest & Eastern Regions 

Regional Institutes on Evangelism, National Council of Catholic Women: 

Sept. 2€-0ct. l 

Oct. 4-7 

Oct. 9-12 

Oct. 2~-Nov. l 

Oct. 1-3 

Oct. 1-3 

Oct. 2-6 

Oct., 3 

Oct. 4 

Oct. 4 

I 
I 

.l 

Glenview, Ill. 

Spokane, ·wash. 

Oklahoma City, 

St~.mford, Conn. 

Garrison, N. Y. 

Salt Lake City, u. 

Denver, Colo. 

8th Annual Meeting, North 
American Academy of EcUni.enists 

Semi-Annual Meeting, Church 
of Jesus Carist of :Latter­
day Saints (Mormon) 

62nd Annual Meeting, National 
Conference of Catholic 
Charities 

World Communion Sunday 

YOM K~PPUR, · DAY OF ATONEMENT 

FEASTDA Y, ST.. FRANC IS OF 
ASSISI 



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 

Oct. 4-5 Chicago, Ill. 

Oct. 4-7 Du.buque, Iowa 

Oct. 4-7 San Diego, Calif. 

-2- FUTURE DATE 

Fall Meeting, State & Regional 
Leaders, National Association of 
Evangelicals. 

\'/o1•kshop "Firsts in an Age of 
Affirmation," Religious Formation 
Conference 

Annual Mr;eting, National Catholic 
Ce~etery Conference 

Oct. 4-8 Utrecht, th.c N?tha."1ands 1976 Plenary Meeting, Joint Worlti~ 

Oct. 4-8 Nashville, Tenn,; 

Oct, 4-9 Hong Kong 

Oct, 5-8 Nas.hvillc, Tenn. 

Oct. 6-12 Washington, D,C. 

Oct. 7-8 K~w Yo:rk, N. Y. 

Oct. 7-10 Baltimore , Md. 

Oct. 8-9 Garden Grove, Calif. 

Group, World Council of Churches & 
Roman Catholic Church 

Organizational Meeting, 1977~80 
.quadrennium, General Board of 
Discipleship, United :Me'thodist 
Church 

All- Asia Christian Communications 
Strategy Seminar 

Organizational Meeting, 1977-80 
qundren~ium, General Board of 
Higher Zducation and Ministry, 
United Methodist Church 

8th Bie n;:,ial Convention, American 
Lutheran Church 

Hearings on "Corporate Influe nce 
on the image of Women in the 
Media," Interfaith Center on 
Corporate Responsibility 

2nd Annual Baltimore Congress on 
Litu~gy (Catholic) 

National Women's Possibility 
Thinkers Conference, Robert H. 
Schuller Institute for Successful 
Church .Leadership 



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 

Oct. 8-10 

Oct. 8-10 

Oct. 8-10 

Oct. 8-11 

Oct. 9 

Oct. 10-13 

Oct . 11 

Oct. 11-13 

oc·t: . l .l .-14 

Oct. 11-14 

Oct. 13-15 

Oct. 13-16 

Oct. 15-24 

New York, N. Y. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Minneapolis, Minn, 

Newark, N.J. 

Colorado Springs, 
Colo. 

Richmond, Va. 

Tnrlinnnpolis> Ind. 

Philadel phia, Pa. 

New York, N. Y. 

Washington, D. C. 

Pontiac, Mich. 

-3- FUTURE DATE 

Meeting Gover ning Board, National 
Council of Churches 

Confer ence on "The Religion of 
Fabricated Man, " Institute for 
Theological Encounter with Science 
and Technology 

Regional Conference on the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 

National Workshop "Liberty and 
Justice for All," Evangelicals for 
Socia l Action & Committ0c on Race 
And Reconciliation 

SUCCOTH, FIRST DAY OF TABERHACLES 

3rd Na tional Conference, Diocesan 
Parish Council Pe rsonnel 

COLUMBUS DAY 

Annua l Mee ting , Foreign Mission 
Boa rd, Southern Baptist Convention 

Annual Me~t ing, Federation of 
Diocesan Liturgical Commissions 

38th Annual Meeting, Canon Law 
Society of America 

Workshop "the Theology of Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, " Union Theological 
Seminary 

Organizati9nal Meeting, 1977-80 
quadrennium, General Board of 
Church and Society, United 
Methodist Church 

Bill y Graham Crusade 



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE - 4- FUTURE DATE 

Meetings of American Baptist State Conventions: 

Oct. 22- 24 Monte rey, Calif. 

Nov. 4-7 Honolulu 

Oct. 28- 30 P'~eblo, Colo. 

Oct. 16 Stamford 

Nov. 4-6 Twin Falls , Idaho 

Oct. 16-18 Peoria 

Oct. 4-5 Marion 

Sept. 24-26 Ce da r Rapids, Iowa 

Oct, 8-10 El Dorado 

Oct. 14-16 Fairfield 

Oct. l <\-16 Kalamazoo, 

Sept. 16-10 North Platte 

Oct. 1~3 Trenton 

Oct. 10-13 Olean 

Oct. 15-17 Stanley 

Oct. 20- 22 Columbus 

Oct. 22-24 Gr~nts .Pass 

Sept. 23- 25 Watertown 

Oct. 19-21 St. Albans 

Oct. 3-10 Green LD.k~ 

Oct. 21- 24 Philadelphia 

Oct. 17-20 Salem, Mass. 

Oct. 18 

Oct. 18-20 Marriotsvil l e, Md. 

Oct. 18-22 New York, N. Y. 

Northern California/Nevada 

Southern California/Arizona 

Colorado/ Wyoming 

Connecticut 

Idaho/Utah 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa/Minnesota · 

Kansas 

Maine 

Michigan 

Nebr aslta 

New Jersey 

New York 

North Dakota 

Ohio 

Oregon 

South Dakota 

West Virginia 

Wisconsin 

Pennsylvania 

167th Annual Mee ting, United 
Church Board f or World Mi nistries, 
Unite d Church of Christ 

F.EASTDAY, ST. LUICE, EVANGELIST 

Meeting, Commission on Women in 
Ministry, Professional Church 
Leadership, National Council of 
Churches 

Workshop on Liberation Theology, 
Union Theol ogical Seminary 



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE 

Oct. 19-23 Richmond, Ind. 

Oct. 20-23 Valparaiso, Ind, 

Oct. 21-23 Detroit, Mich, 

Oct. 21-24 Garden Grove, Calif. 

Oct. 21-25 Elgin, Ill. 

Oct. 22-24 Atlantic City, N.J. 

Oct. 22-30 Denver, Colo, 

Oct. 24 

Oct:. 24-27 Philnde lphia, Pn. 

Oct, 25 

Oct, 25-~8 Dayton, Ohio 

Oct. 25-23 Riverdale, N.Y. 

Oct. 26-27 Nashville, Tenn. 

-5- FUTURE DATE 

Friends United Mee ting, Cqmmission 
and General Board 

Conference "Changing American 
Life Styles" (Lutheran) 

A Call to Action, U,C. Catholic 
bishops bicentennial conference on 
liberty and justice 

National Positive Christian 
Singles Conference, Robert H. 
Schuller Institute for Successful 
Church Leadership 

Meeting, General Board,"Church of 
the Brethren 

Regional Conference on the Cathol~ 
Charismatic Renewal 

Annual Meeting, Board of Global 
Ministries, United. Methodist 
Church 

UNITED NATIONS DAY 

Bienninl Meeting, United Church 
Board for Homeland Ministries, · 
United Church of Christ 

VETERANS I DAY 

Sth Conference, Continuing Educa­
tion in Campus Ministry 

3rd Annual MeGting, National 
Franciscan Communications Con.1Ereree 

Organizational Meeting, 1977-80 
quadrennium, General Board of 
·:rublication, United Methodist 
Church 



RELIGIOUS NEWS SERVICE FUTURE DATE 

Oct. 2G-2S 

Oct. 26-23 

Oct. 26-29 

Oct. 27-30 

Oct. 28-31 

Oct. 29-30 

Oct. 29-31 

Oct. 31 

Oct. 31 

Nov. 1-5 

Nov. 3-G 

Nov. 3-5 

Nov. 7-14 

Nov. 8-11 

Nov. 9-11 

Nov. 18 

Nov. 22-24 

San Diego, Calif. 

Valley Forge, Pa. 

Dallas, Tex. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

St. Louis, Mo. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

Augusta, G~. 

13th Annual Conference, National 
Catholic Stewardship Council 

35th Annual Convention, American 
Council of Christian Churches 

National Prayer Congress, Campus 
Crusade for Christ International 

Organizational Meeting, 1977-80 
quaarcnnium, Judicial Council, 
United Methodist Church 

Annual Meeting, American Academy 
of Religion 

u.s. Bicentennial Symposium "The 
Nature of a Humane Society," 
Lutheran Church in America . 
(Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod) 

Regional Conference on the Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal 

REFORMAT ION DAY 

HALLOWEEN 

HOVEM3ER 1976 

London, Eng .. 

Dayton, Ohio 

International Fundamental Baptist 
Congress 

Plenary Meeting, Consultation on 
Church Union (COCU) 

L~ke Buena Vista, Fla. Regional Conference, Catholic 
Press Association 

Palacios, Tex. 

Washington, D.C. 

Conference on Peace, World 
Alliance of YMCAs 

Fall General Meeting, National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops/ 
U.S. Catholic Conference 

Minneapol.is, Minn. Meeting, Inter-Lutheran Commission 
on· worship 

Bloomfield, H.J. Annual Mee.fing, · Amer.ican Leprosy 
Missions, Inc. . .. 

Chicagc, Ill. 6t~ Annual Meeting, National Coun-
cil on R~ligion and Public E:rue&tiim 

- o-
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WHAT IS THE "GENESIS PROJECT? 

. a Concept Statement 

b Plan of ·the Work 

c Staff of Distinguished 
International 
Consultants 

. .. 
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a Concept Statement 
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Concept Statement 

The Genesis Pr.oj ect is an audio~visual encyclopedia 
· of the Bible . 

It is producing as its central work a monumental 
series of programs combining the mos~ modern concepts of 
cinematography with the world's leading and most enlight­
ened scholarship. The Project's intention is to produce a 
relevant, contemporary and lasting Master Work aspiring 
toward the highest standard of f ilmic art -- a work designed 
to be owned and viewed again and again. · 

The Project has been in the planning stages over the 
past. four years and became operational in mfd-1974. 

) 

The Need ·is Critical 

Its viability is predicated on the critical need 
within religious institutions, as well as .educational 
establishments, for a new and revitalizing examination and 
illumination of the Bible, making it possible for present 
generations to take a fres~ look at this indispen~able work. 

Many churches are aware of, and admit to, the des­
perate nature of their need, which is urgent and growing. 
Few people are reading, and even fewer are listening, to 
the Word. No longer is an acquaintance with the contents 
of the Bible universally considered an indispensable item 

· in the intellectual and cultural baggage of Eyeryman. 

Jef·frey Hart, a professor at Dartmouth College· and . 
a widely syndic~ted newspaper columnist, recently reviewed 
a large batch of essays by top incoming freshmen. on the 
subject of religious and scientific perspectives in Western 
culture. He writes: 

· ~'In any group .of students, you expect to come across 
dazzling gaps in factual knowledge. What I find 
really appalling, however, is the virtually universal 
assumption -- blandly asserted, loosely taken for 
granted throughout -- that the Bible is a collec:tion 
of primitive myths and that the. claims of theology, 
never very convincing to begin with, have long since 
been exploded • 

3. 
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"These studenta &ave · now been in school fo~ 12 
years or more. Not only would they be unable · 
to refute the ar9uments for the existence of · 
God, they could not even give you the arguments • 

... "On the important matter of the historical 
reliability of the Gospel narratives, they haven't 
the remotest clue, let · al.one any awareness of the 
issues raised ••• 

"You begin to sense that much ·that has always 
been central to Western culture has simply 
disappeared. It has not been refuted. It is 

·simply gone, not being communicated by schools, 
churches, surrqunding general culture, or 
family. II 

With the help of artists, theologians, scholars, and 
scientists, the Genesis Project is an invitation to take 
another., closer look at the Bible. 

Today's Medium is Visual 

The medium of today -- not only among the disenchanted 
youth, but also among the overwhelming majority of adults -­
is visual. Two entire generations of W~stern children have 
grown up and developed, through the video revolution, a 
reliance upon the audio-visual- medium as their primary source 
of information. Public education, at first slow to replac~ 
printed with visual media, was chastened by McLuhan's 
startling observation ~hat when a child of the television 
age enters Ci classroom, he is aware that his ·education is 
being ·interrupted. In recent· years educators have responded 
to this criticism with an annual expenditure in the United 
States alone in excess of $225,000,000 for audio-visual materials. 
Private and Parochial Schools spend another $25,000,000r 
while church audio-visual· spending is at the level of. 
$65,000,000 .• * . 

Acclaim by the Churches 

A first-rate Biblical presentation iri audio-visual 
form has not hitherto been available. And it is for this 
reason that the Genesis Project has been acclaimed ·by 
many churches as a major contribution to their educational 
needs. 

* Figures extrapolated from the Hope A/V Reports, latest 
available edition. 

4. 



The Project already has enjoyed the support . and help 
of Roman Catholic, Episcopalian, Lutheran, United Church 
of thrist, Disciples of Ch~ist, Southern Baptist C6nven­
tion, United Me~hodist, United Presbyterian, Jewish and 
other religious educators and leaders. 

World's Foremost Scholars 

.. The content of the Genesis Project programs will 
issue f rorn an ongoing ser'ies of seminars involving the . 
foremost scholars, theologians, arid scientists of various 

" disciplines from around the world, and it will be 
shaped and illuminated by arti?ts of international repute. 

A series of published works will emanate from this 
same source. 

· Over. the next decade the m:ajor themes and narratives 
of both Old and New Testaments will have been developed 
in f~lmed form supported . by a complete body of ancillary 
printed and ~ulti-media materials. Their technical and 
artistic ·quality and scope will surpass anything which . 
has ever been attempted in this field • 

. · 
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~ .. ...... Pian of the Work 

The Genesis Project audio-visual Bible and 
commentary will be issued over the corning years in 
part form: · three or four major subjects a year will 
be released, each dealing in depth with an important 
segment of scripture {e.g. Abraham, Serrnon · oh the · Mount, 
Revelation). The length of a complete subject will be 
determined by the Biblical content and while this will 
have considerable variation; the range will be 
between 60 and 90 minutes. 

In order to facilitate the use of the work in 
classroom, seminar, study groups and other congrega­
tional situations, each program will be delivered on 
15-rninute reels. Their content will be confined to 
the dramatic material of the Bible. Each program will 
be offered . with an accompanying package of audio-'visual 
materials consisting of filmstrips, cassettes ·or 
records, and study guides to provide for a detailed . 
examination of the Biblical material; it will feature 
ba6kg~ound illustration as well as ~nalysis by sdholars, 
theologians, artists, scientists and other distinguished 
commentators. 

The Genesis Project Bible is offered on a subscription 
basis only. Payments are accepted in annual increments 
and a subscription may be ~anpelled for any reason at 
the end of any releasing . year . The price of a 15-rninute, 
full color 16rnrn program with its. accompanying A/V ·pac~age 
will be $190 and ten.· such programs will be released. each 
year. 

The programs wi'il als_o be available on vid~o and 
audio cassettes. In addition, there are long-term plans 
to use them for television and theatrical release and 
as the basis for published works. 

· On the basis of ex'tensive consultations with 
educators across the country, it appears likely that many 
major denominations will want to develop their qwn study 
materials and. curric'uia for use with the Genesis Project 
Bible. To facilitate the planning of such development 
programs we are pleased to announce the following tentative 
releasing schedule: 

7. 
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1976 

TENTATI~ RELEASING SCHEDULE 

.· SUBJECT I 

. ~he Seven Days of Creation 
·Ad·am and" Eve 
Cain .arid ~bel 

Noah and· the Flood . 
The First Covenant 

The Drunkenness of Noah 
The Tower of Babel 

·.SUBJECT II 

Abraham and · the Covenant . 

SUBJECT III 

The Infancy Narratives 
The Baptism 

The .Temptation of Jesus 

SUBJECT IV 

The Sermon on the Mount 

SUBJECT V 

·· The Ministry of Jesus 

SUBJECT VI 

The Crucifixion and Resurrection 

A . 



r SUBJECT · VII 

Moses: Egyptian, Hebrew, Midianite · 

SUBJECT VIII 

Moses: The Lawgiver 

SUBJECT IX 

Moses and the Wanderi~g People 

1979 

SUBJECT X 

Jacob and Esau 

SUBJECT XI 

Book . of Daniel 

SUBJECT XII 

·Revelation 

1980 

SUBJECT XIII 

Joseph and his Brothers 

SUBJECT XIV 

The Book of Ruth 

SUBJECT XV 

The Gospel Accordi~g to St. John 
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1981 

SUBJECT XVI 

The Book of Joshu~ 

SUBJECT XVII 

The Book of Esther 

SUBJECT XVIII 

The Life of St. Peter 

1982 . 

SUBJECT XIX 

The Book of Judges 

SUBJECT XX 

The Prophet Jeremiah 

SUBJECT XXI 

The Life o~ St. Paul 

A special subscription program concentrating on the Old 
Testament is available to Jewish congregat~ons. 

-. 
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International 
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AL AMONG THE DISTINGUISHED UNITED STATES SCHOLARS. ACTIVELY 
INVOLVED IN THE .PREPARATION OF PROGRAMS ON A STAFF CON­
SULTANT BASIS ARE: 

1. Dr. Elizabeth Achtemeier 
Visiting Professor of Homiletics, Union Theological 
Seminary. Specialties include: Old Testament Theology, 

' Hermeneutics and Homiletics. Dr. Achtemeier has recently 
authored "Old Testament and the Proclamation of the 
Gospel". 

2·. Dr. James Alexander 
Assistant General Secretary, Education Division, United 
Methodist Church, concentrating on communications processes 
and learning resources. · 

3. Dr. Gleason L . . Archer 
Chairman, Old Tes.tament Division, Trinity Eva.ngelical 

·· · · Divinity .School. Dr. Archer has written numerous books 
and regularly contributes articles to Evangelical Beacon, 
Christianity Today .and Westminster Journal. 

4. Professor Edward F. Campbell 
Francis A. McGaw Professor of Old. Testament and Member, . 
Board of Directors, McCormick Seminary, Chicago. Professor 
Campbell is also on the Board of Trustees of American Schools 
of Oriental R~search. He has . written the translation and 
conunentary on the Book of Ruth, Anchor Bible. 

5. Fr. John Craghan . 
Professor of Old Testament and Biblical Languages, Mt. 

· St. ·Alphonsus. Seminary, Esopus, New York. Fr. Craghan . 
is also an Associate Editor of "The Biblical . Theology Bulletin", 
published in Rome, and a frequent contributor to "Catholic · 
Biblical Quarterly" arid "American Ecclesiastical Review". 

6. Dr. Frank Cross 
Hancock Professor of Hebrew and other Oriental Languages, 
Harvard University~ President, American Schools of Oriental 
Research; : President; Society of Biblical Literature. Dr. · 
Cross' m~st recent book is "Canaanite Myth and Hebrew Epic." 

12· 
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7. Dr. W.D. Davies 
Professor of Biblical Studies, Duke University. Dr. 
Davies has authored .many books and was awarded the 
Burkitt Medal of the British Academy for distinguished 
contributions to biblical studies. 

8. Fr. Al~xander DiLella, O.F.M. 
Associate Professor, Department of Semitic and Egyptian 
Languages, Catholic University, Washington, D.C. Father 
DiLella specializes in Hebrew and Syriac Literature 
and · the Old Testament, and is President-Elect (1976) of 
the Catholic Biblical Associatio~. · 

9j Dr. ~orris Ettenberg 
Professor of Electrical Engineering, City College of New 
Yor~; scientist and Talmudic ~cholar. 

10. Dr. Dav.id Noel Free&nan 
Chairman, Program of Religion, University. of Michigan; 
General .Editor of the Anchor Bible; Vice President of 
American Schools of Oriental Research; President-Elect, 
Society of Biblical Literature and formerly Editor, 
Journal of Biblical Literature. 

11. Dr. H.L. Ginsberg 
Sa.bate Morais Pr·ofessor of Bib1ical ijistory and Literature, 
Jewish . Theological Seminary of America; Editor-in-Chief 
of the new .translation of Prophets (Jewish Pub~ication 
Society of America). Dr. Ginsberg was thE? editor for 
Bible ·of the Encyclop.edia . Judaica (1971) to which he 
contributed important : articles •.. 

12. .Dr. Robert Gordis 
Meyer and Fannie Rapaport Professor in the Philosophies of 
Judaism and Professor of Bible, Jewish Theological Seminary; 
formerly taught at Temple and Columbia Uriiver.sities, Union 
Theological · Seminary, and in 1970 was Visiting Professor of 
Bible at the Hebrew University, Jerusalem. · 

13. Dr .• Judith Hauptmann 

14. 

Dr. Hauptmann instructs ~almud at the Teacher's Institute 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary • 

Rev. Edward Hueneman 
Director of Theological ·Studies, Mission in Education, United . 
Presbyterian Church. 

I 
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•• 15. Professor George w. MacRae 
Sti'llman Professor of Roinan Catholic Studies I Harvard 
Divinity School, specializing in New Testament Studies and 
History of Early Christianity; Executive Secretary, 
Society of Biblical Literature; Member, Editorial Board of 
Hermeneia, a series of Bible commentaries published by· 
Fortress Press. 

16. Professor Paul Minear 
Winksley Professor Emeritus of Biblical Theory, Yale Divini~y 
School and currently Visitipg Professor at Catholic 
University , Washington, D.C., specializing in the New T~sta- · 
ment. Professor Minear has published 10 books and in 1974 
was awarded an Honorary Degree from Aberdeen University, 
Scotland. 

17. Reverend Dale Moody 
Joseph Emerson Brown Professor of Christian Theology, Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky; formerly, 
Professor of Protestant Theology, Gregorian University, Rome 
and Research Professor, Institute for Adyanced Theological 
Study, Jerusalem. Rev. Moody has traveled. and lectured in 
36 countries. 

18. Dr. Harry Qrlins~y 
Prof~ssor of . B~ble, New York Schodl of Hebiew Union tolleg~ 
and Editor-in-Chief of the New Translatio~ of the Torah 
for the Jewish Publications Society. Dr. Orlinsky is co­
trans1ator of the famed 5-volume English edition of· .Rashi' s · 
comm·en tary on the Pen ta teuch. 

19. Mortimer Ostow, M.D. 
Visiting Professor of Pastoral Psychiatry, Jewish Theological 
Seminary. Dr. Ostow has published three books on the subjects 
of psychology and psycho-analysis. 

20. Professor Jaroslav Pelikan 
Sterling .Professor of History a.nd Religious Studies and 
Chairman, Medieval Studies Department, Yale University. 
Professor Pelikan has published 15 books. and has served 
as the ·Department Editor for Religion at the Encyclopedia 
Britannica.· 

I 
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21. Dr. Nahum M. Sarna 
Golding Professor of .Biblical Studies and Chairman. of 
the Near Eastern and Judaic Studies Department at 
Brandeis University. Dr. Sarna published "Understanding 
Genesis"i served as Editor and translator for the Jewish 
Publications Society's Bible Translati.ori Committee and 
is a member of the Editorial Board of · the Journal of 
Biblical Literature. 

22. Dr. James Sanders 
Auburn Professor of Biblical Studies, Union Theological . 
Seminary and Adjunct Professor of Religion, Columbia 
University. Professor Sanders has taught at Colgate 
R·ochester Divinity School; American Schools of Oriental 
Researc~, Jerusalem; Princeton Theological Seminary, 
and has written numerous books and articles. 

23 . Dr. Samuel Sandmel . 
Professor of Bible and Hellenistic Literature, Hebrew· 
Union College, Cincinnati. Dr . Sand.me! is a specialist 
in New Testament and has · authored numerous books. · 

24. Rabbi M~rc Tannenbaum . 
National Interreligious Affairs Director of the American 
Jewish Committee~ A leading figure among Jewish .ecumenicists, 
Rabbi Tannenbaum .has · served as Visiting Professor at th~ 
Graduate Ecumenical Institute in Bossey, Switzerland and 
was founder and co-secretary, Joint Vatican-International 
Jewish Consu~tative Committee. He was the only Rabbi in~ 
vited to Vatican Council II • 

. · 
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B. AMONG THE DISTINGUISHED .EUROPEAN SCHOLARS ACTIVELY 

INVOLVED IN THE PREPARATION OF PROGRAfiS ON A STAFF 
CONSULTANT BASIS ARE: · 

25. Professor James Barr, M.A., B.D., D.D. 
Professor of Semitic Languages & Literature, Manchester 
U~iversity, England. Professor Barr was formerly on · the 
faculties . of Princeton Theological Seminary, U.S.A.; 
Edinburgh University, Scotland; and Presbyterian College, 
Montreal. He is also the Grinfield Lecturer on the 
Septuagint at Oxford University and has Published five 
books on both Old and New Testament subjects. 

26. Professor Cyril Domb 
Professor of Theoretical Physics at King's College, 
London University. Professor Domb has previously held 
faculty appointments at Oxford and . Cambridge Universities; 
served as a Visiting Professor at University of Maryland 
and Yeshiva University, U.S.A.; Hebrew University, 
Bar-Ilan University and Weizmann Institute in Israel. 
His main scientific interest is in statistical mechanics. 
Professor Domb is President of the British Association 

·,_ of Orthodox Jewish Scientists. 

27. Dr. George Frankel 
Dr. Frankel is a · practicing psychotherapist and~ frequent 
lecturer on psychoanalysis and philosophy, both of which 
he studied originally in Vienna and later in Canada . He 
has recently written a book entitled, "The Failure 6f the 
Sexual Revolution" and is currently working on his second 
book, "The Psychoanalysis of Society". 

28. Rabbi Louis Jacobs 
Rabbi of· New London Synagogue; Lecturer in Talmud and 
Chairman Academic .Committee at Leo Baeck College, London. 
Rabbi Jacobs has published: "Principles of the Jewish 
Faith"; "Studies . in Ta~mudic Logic"; and "A Jewish Theology". 

29. ·Dame. Kathleen Kenyon 
(Retired) Principal of St. Hugh's College, Oxford; Director 
of Excavations at Jericho 1952-58; at Jerusalem 1961-67. 
Dame Kenyon has authored numerous books on Archaeology, 
including "Digging Up Jericho"; "Archaeology in the Holy 
Land"; "Jerusalem: Excava~ing 3000 Years of Hi~tory"; 
"Royal Cities of the Old Te.stament"; and "Palestine in the 
Time ·9f . the 18th Dynasty". 

· . ..... <. 
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30. Hyam Mac~oby 
Lecturer and.Librarian, Leo Baeck College, London. 
Mr. Maccqby's specialty is Rabb.inics and Jewish History. 
He has recently authored- "Revolution in Judaea" and is 
now working on a new . book entitled, "Jewis~/Christian 
Medieval Disputation~". 

31. Elaine Morgan, D.Lit. 
Ms. Morgan was educated ~t Oxford University and is a 
~ree~lance television writer. In ·1972 she published 
"Descent of Woman" in America, a book which has since 
been translated into nine languages. Ms. Morgan's field 
of expertise: Evolution . 

. 32. Professor Wilfred George Lail).bert 
Pro~essor of Assyriology, Birmingham University, England. 
Professor Lambert was former·ly Chairman of the Oriental 
Seminary at johns Hopkins University, U.S.A. and a 
l~cturer in Hebrew and Akkadian at University College, 
University of Toronto. He has publish~d "Babylonian 
Wisdo~ Literature" and "Atra-hasis,· -The Babylonian Story 
of the Flood", along with numerous articles and monographs. 
Professor Lambert is a Fellow of the British Academy . 

.I\ 

33. Rev. Robert Murray, S.J. 
Fr. Murray teaches at Heythrop College, London and 
the University of London. His specialties . are Theology 
of the Church (R.C.) and Early Church and Jewish 
Christianity. Fr. Murray has just published "Symbols of 
Church & Kingdom: A Study in Early Syriac Tradition". 

34. Dr. Charles- Anthony Storr 
Dr. Storr is a Cl~nical Lecturer in Psychiatry and Consultant 
Psychotherapist at the University of Oxford, England. He 
has published numerous books, including "The Integrity of 
the Personality"; "Sexual Deviation"; "Human Aggression"; 
"The Dynamics of Creation"; and ."Jung". 

17. 



R E L I G I 0 U S NEWS SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICE -11- l"HURSDAY, 'JAl_flJARY 29, 1976 

·rir. James Alexander, assistant general secretary, Education 
Division, United ~ethodist Church; Dr. Gieason L. Archer, chairman, 
Old Testament Division, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School; Prof. 
James Barr,. professor of Semitic Languages and Literature, Manchester 
University; Dr. W.D. Davies of Duk~ University, president, Studiorum 
Novi Testamenti Societas : 

.Father Alexander DiLella, of Catholic University, preside~t, 
Catholic Biblical Association; Dr . II. Leo Eddleman, professor of 
Old Testament and Semitic languages, Criswell Bible Institute, First 
Baptist Church, Dallas; Dr. David Noel Freedman of the University of 
Michigan, president, Society of Biblical Literature; Dame Kathleen 
Kenyon, director of excavations at Jericho (1952-8) and J erusalem · 
(1961-7); 

Also, the Rev. Dale Moody of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary; Father Alfred McBride of th~ National Catholic Education 
Association.; Dr . ..... Albert C. O•.rder of Perkins School of Theology, 
Southern Metnodist University; Dr. Edward A. Powers, executive 
secretary, Division of Evangelism, Church Extension and Education, 
United Church Board for Homeland Ministries, United Church of Christ; 
and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, national interreligious af~airs director, 
American Jewish Committee . 

UNITED ~RESBYTERIANS ENDORSE 
CARIBBEAN DEVELOPMENT GRANT 

-o-

By Religious News Service .(l-29-76) 

SAN DIEGO (RNS) -- The United Presbyterian National Committee on 
the Self-Development of. People has approved a $30,000 grant to the 
Christian Action for Development in the Ca~ibbean (CADEC) . 

The grant will be used to support development work in Anguilla, 
Antigua, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, · 
Montserrat, and other islands in the Caribbean region. 

In other business, the United Presbyterian committee at its meeting 
here elected as the new chairman, the .Rev. William Ng of Union City, 
Calif . , director of Manzanita, a residential program for the emotional­
ly ill. He succeeds the Rev. Aaron E. Gast as chairman. 

. . 
The Rev. St. Paul Epps, executive director of the committee , said 

$4,969,249 had been received by late January for the 1975 One Great 
Hour of Sharing receipts, with additional funds yet to be tabulated. 
He said the Self-Development Fund's share of the receipts is a 
record $2,386,639·· 

.:.o- PAGE -11-
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THE G~NESI S PROJECT 

June 17, 1977 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Conunittee 
Institute of Human .Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

My dear Marc: 

Tbank you for sending me the various items through the mail, and 
thank you also for coming over for yesterday's meeting. 

I shall look forward to hearing from you the extent to which you 
believe you could be helpful in the raising of monies under the 
new offering The Genesis Project is making some time in the next 
two weeks, and I wtll be happy to pay you~~conunissions in 4his 
respect and in respect of any units that you are able to sell. 
With regard to the magazine and other matters we discussed, I 
will oe in a position to negotiate tbese wh~n I know more clearly 
in which direction they are going, 

Kfod regards, 

Yo rs Sincerely, 

J 

) 

The Genesis Project, Inc. I 1271 Avenue of the Americas I Suite 730 I New York, N.Y. 10020 /Telephone (212) 399-1020 



THE GENESIS PROJECT 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director of Interreligious Affairs 
The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc : ··· 

November 15, 1976 

As you know, your consulting agreement with us terminated in September. 

We would like to continue the association, but transfer it to a different 
form. That is, from a monthly retainer to an ad hoc basis. I think we would 
both prefer a compensatory arrangement that relates to actual, rather than assumed, 
consultation. To ·this end, if it is agreeable with you, we would suggest consulta­
tion with you, at your convenience, at the rate of $100.00 per day ($50.00 per half 
a day). 

Would you be kind enough to let me know whether this arrangement 
approval, and that we may continue to call on you for counsel .• 

With warm personal regards, 
I . 
I . 

I ! 

~M~~anue-i-4:: 
Vice Fresident \ . 
Directbr of Resea\rch 

MM/bt· 

r···:·-- . -·---
cc: John Heyman; Terry Fielding; Gabe Rios 

meets with your 

· The Genesis Project, Inc./ 145 West 58 Street/New York, N.Y. 10019/Telephone (212) 757-4834 

·-- :I 



THE GENESIS PROJECT 

May 5, 1977 

Rabbi Marc T-?neribauzn,, . Dire·ctor 
Interreligious Affairs 
American Jewish committee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 E. 56 St. 
New York, New York 10022 

Hello Marc: 

I enjoyed our meeting yesterday. Let's firm up some of 
what we decided: 

1.) You will incorporate a New Media Bible presentation 
into the May 11 Annual Meeting· fo the A.J.c. 
Enclosed. are two 16mm. KJV fi~Abraham, Part IV, 
The Binding of Isaac, and St. Luke-Chapter II, The 
Nativity. Also enclosed are filmstrips and cassettes 
for the Luke film. Also enclosed are 60 copies of 
the Abraham IV magazine. (When you order the DuKane 
filmstrip machine, make .certain it can work with 
sound cassettes!) 

2.) Our four target Church Leadership Program sites are: 
a.)Boston::b.) Atlanta c.) Detr.oit d.)Dallas. 
We agreed that Boston is our first site. You 
will approach Dr. Krister Stendahl to enlist pis 
heip in securing 1.) Harvard Divinity School 
as the program's facility,2.) himself as the 
"Shriver" ·representative and. 3.) an expansive 
guest list which will receive an invitation by 
Stendah~. Target date, pending a holiday check, 
is September-October. 

Marc, I will be · more than happy to accompany you on your visit 
to Dr. Stendahl, and I understand that you will call him next 
week to get the :,ball rolling. My schedule is rough, and I would 
appreciate it if you could check with me before you confirm a 
v.isit date. 

We have much .more to discuss about Genesis in general. Perhaps 
we can make time in the near future to really get into it all. 

-continued-. . . . 
. ·.: ·. · 

" . ·- .. - . 
• . • J 

The Genesis Project, Inc./ 1271 Avenue of the Americas I Suite 730 I New York, N.Y. 10020 I Telephone (212) 399-1020 
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Here, by the way~ are three key sales made in Massachusetts: 

1 . ) Mr. Thomas Phillips, President 
Raytheon Company 
141 Spring Str.eet 
Lex.ington, Mass. 02173 

2.) Church of St. Ann 
243 Neponset Avenue. 
Dorchester, Mass . 
(Pastor P. J. Mahan) 

3.) St. Bernadette Church 
266 Main Street . 
Northboro, Mass. 01532 
(Rev. Arthur DiPucchio) 

As you know, we will have many more sal,.es in this· .area by the 
fall. I strongly urge that we consider incorporating a "happy 
customer" into our program. · But more on this when we get 
together . 

SL/pw 

Susan Leeds 
Marketing Director 



UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY BROADWAY AT 120TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY 10027 TELEPHONE: 212-662-7100 

President's Room 

Dear Friend: 

Many of us who are involved in education and in telig.ious life have been concerned 
about what Robert Heilbron~ has rightly called "the malaise of civilization" -­
the decline of personal confidence and trust in the wake of Watergate, Vietnam; 
the grc:Mth of public irmorality in almost every level of American life; the allure 
of cults, frequently. destructive of personal liberty, to our young people. · 

We are also conscious of the fact that the mass media, especially· television and 
films; · have becate in Daniel Bcorstein's ~rds, "the major culture-prdducing and 
value-establishing forces" in our society. The fact that nearly 65 million people 
watched the remarkable TIJ docurcentary, Roots, each night for an entire week dramat­
ically illustrates this point. 

I've had the good fortune to view in recent days a new instrurrent for cC:mnunicating 
Iroral and ethical values based on the Biblical traditions employing the genius of 
artistic fi~making, and I would like to share that experience ·with you. 

To that end, I should like to invite you to join me at a viewing of The New Media 
Bible, produced by the Genesis .Project. It is in my judgment an educational package 
that canbines the best of Biblical scholarship and consumate fi~making to excite 
:interest in the Bibli~l message and its values for contenporary society.. . . 

The .preview of the film fran Hebrew Scriptures and the New Testarcalt will be held 
on Thursday, February 27 at 2:00 p.m. here at the Audio-Visual Center of Union 

· Theological Semina.I:y. Follaving the films, I would like to engage with the invited 
group of education and religious leaders in a dialogue as to hCM we might organize 

. rrore effectively to help strengthen rroral education and to canbat religious illit­
eracy in our cOrmunities . 

Please indicate on the enclosed card whether you will be able to join me in this 
potentially interesting and useful dialogue experience. 

. id erely, · ~p}-~. 
d W. Shriver, Jr. 

President · · 

) 
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THE GENESIS PROJECT 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director of Interreligious 
The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

March 16, 1977 

Affairs 

I could not have been more pleased with our productive 
session yesterday at Genesis' offices. Your insights into our 
needs and ·goals complement the enormous interreligious leadership 
network you . have spent your li£e developing. And it is just that 
combination which will help ~nsure a successful representation of 
The New Media Bible to key leadership across the country. 

As ~e agreed, Marc, I await a six to nine month ~plan of 
action" which repl~cates the Union Theological Seminary conference. 
I hope you will include strategic sites for each session, appropriate 
host/speakers (a' la Shriver) and, of course, suggested guest lists of 
both leadership and key press. Also we ne~d to give hard thought to 
filling the role you so skillfully played at Qn ion. 

Once you have helped us establish a pattern , I will do the 
legwork and coordination. 

Again , Marc , thanks for your a dvice, and I look forward to 
xeceiving your plan on March 30. 

SL/bt 
cc: John Heyman 

Susan Leeds 
Marketing Director 

The Genesis Project, Inc./ 1271 Avenue of the Americas I Suite 730 I New York, N.Y. 10020 I Telephone (212) 399-1020 



THE GENESIS PROJECT 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director of Interreligious Affairs 
The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Hwnan Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

. . . 

Dear Marc: 

Novenber 30, 1976 

The letter I had sent. to you regarding your arranger.tent with the project 
obviously does not reflect the undertaking you are embarked on resulting from 
our meet.ing with Dean and. Topol' • 

. . ' 

After consulting with John, we would like to establish a .monthly ad hoc 
arrangement of $1,000.00, reviewable each month for the followi.ng month. This 
provides us with the right to terminate should the results of your efforts be 
less than we anticipate or fall short of what we had agreed would be achieved. 

To this end, a check for the month of December will be forwarded to you 
immediately. 

With warmest personal regards, 

MM/bt 

The Genesis Project, Inc./ 145 West 58 Street/New York, N.Y. 10019/Telephone (212) 757-4834 

.. ---.... 
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THE GENESIS PROJECT 

February 9, 1977 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, Ne~ York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

This shall confinn our agreement as of this date that we shall 
pay you the sum of $2,500 in settlement of all services you have 
rendered us through January 31, 1977, and further, that you shall 
receive the sum of $1,000 per month commencing the 1st of February 
1977 until such date as is mutually agreed between us • 

.... 
By this agreement, you agree to hold us, our representatives, 
successors and assigns harmless from any and all further claims 
in respect of services rendered by you to us. 

Kind regards . . 

Agr~ed and Accepted: 

~~~~~ 
Marc H. Tanenbaum 

The Genesis Project, Inc./ 1271 Avenue of the Americas I Suite 730 I New York, N.Y. 10020 I Telephone (212) 399-1020 

~ 
I 

I 



Jan. 28,197? 

Dear Do~d. 

I enJ07ed our recent meetln~ very much. 

Enclosed please find a rough draft .of 
a lotter of invitation to the Fe~. 27 · 
viewing of the Genesis films at · UTS. 

Please. re·e1 free to modify 1 t ae you see 
f1t • . After· you.have ecfi~ed it, kindly .call 
me at PL-1-4000. We will ~~ glacl to arrange 
tor the sending of the letters. 

The list of the potential invitees will 
he ready ~7 next Tuesday, and I w1ll send 
that to you hy messenger. 

My ~est wishes to you and Peggy. 

Cord1aily. 

~ . -

- '"\ 

. " ;, .. { 

. . 
.. 

., 

;. . 

.. · ·.·.:· 



Mr. Michael Manuel 
The Genesis Project 
145 West 58 St. 
New York, N. Y. 10019 

Dear Michael, . 

Jan. 28, 1977 

Enclosed please find two items. The letter 
was. South Afr1oa - appears to ""e a potential 
sale. Unaccounta~ly delayed, 1t should ~e 
att.ended to eo~nest. 

Please share the enclosed letter for Donald 
Shriver, president of Union Theoioglcal 
Seminary·, with John and Dean. I would 11ke 
all of .your reactions ~1 next Tuesday, if 
poss! ~le. 

. -
I have never acknowledged ~our letter of Nov. 
JO regarding my fee arrangement. The 81,000 
per month 1s accepta,.,le, -prov1ded I am sent 
it. There was no check for January; as I look 
now at my records, there . Va~ no payment either 
for Ooto~er nor Nov. 1976. I was consu1ted 
~Y- Dean, John, and Topol during that time and. 
d1« arrange sever~ meetings for Dean. 

Yesterday,. I spoke in Chicago on the Catholic 
TV system. They are mo~ interested in 
purc?aeing the series, acc. to Rev. Moriarty. 

Sest regards! 
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April> 21, 1977· 

TO: John Heyman~, ~Leeds 

FROM: Ma.re H.- Ta.nenbium 
BE: PROGRAM TO INTRODUCE UEW MEDIA BIBLE TO RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATION 

LEADERS ON A REGIONAL BASIS 
. . 

Based ~n the model of the "dialogu.~ seminar" we organized 
at Union Theologic~ Seminary with Dre Donald Shriver, I propose 
in this memo that we c_onsider organizing s1mi1ar presentations 
in each of the major regions of the United St~tes. In each of 
the~e regions there· is a nkey" person or persons who would be 
asked to extend the invitations as did Dr. Shriver~ I will 
collaborate with you in asking such: key peeple to plS¥ the 
Shriwr role ·as host. I am al.so prepared to take part personal.l.y 
in es many of these dialogues as I can.. Thie will require that 
we work out a carefully-prepared time schedule. 

I - NORTHEAST - Site: Bos • 
f\f\"'\ @ Harvard Divinity School - Dr. Krister Stenda.b.l, Dean; 
.!..:---- Dr. Harve Cox: railk cross and others 
c "' t>ct,.. Boston College - Rri • . Richard McBrien {Chestnut Hill) 
~ St. Joseph's Seminary (Catholic) · 

. Boston University (Dr. Robert Nelson) 
Emanuel College (Sr. Claudia Blanchette, Sr. Uarie Augusta Neal) 

· Andover-I~ewton .Theological Seminary (Dr. Ifax Stackhouse) 
Brandeis University (Dr. BerI;lard Reisman,Dr. Leonard Fein) 
Radcliffe Co1lege 
Wel esle Colle e . ra. Lucetta Mow 

o on e e . .rr lical · Dr. IJarvin Wilson 
Barrington College (Ev~elical . 
La Salette Center for --Chr~stian Living, Attleboro, ·Maas. 
Packard !Janee Conference Ce~ter, · Stoughton, Mass. 
Asau3ption College, Worcester, Mass. 
Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass. 
Greek Orthodox Theological. Se'mEnary, Worcester,. Mass. 
C ic-Jewish Relations Committee, Boston 

ARDINAL MEDEIROS MT act /l" ... ~ tJ J 1" 
ishop ·; . Iv_........,.,~ ... ~.!/.~ .J<J1n-

CONNEC'.J;ICUT 
. ')Cll.C "' ~ W ~<11.(~ . 

New Haven· ·. 
Yale ·Divrili.ty School (Dr .. Colin W'illia.tiji, Dean; Dr. Jaroslav 

Pelikan, dean, Yale Graduate School; Dr. Judah Goldi.1i) 
Hartford: \, 
ARCHBISHOP WHEALON (.Mt contact) '· 1 

Hartford Theological Foundation 
S.;. Joseph College (Rev. John Stack) ·--... 
Univ. of Conn,. · :.:-: ". 
·conn. Cou mil of. Churches 

'· "· 



/ 
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.. ~ ... 

- .2· --· 
Fairfield, Conn. 
Fairfield- University (Catholic) -·nr~ Martin Lang, Director 

Graduate · Religious Ecucation 
Bridgeport: 
~f8fi8~ ~t"f~University (Dr. Thomas Melady, ·President) MT contact · 

RHODE ISLAND 
Providence: . 

' ARCHBISHOP GELI~AU (~lr contact) 
· Providence College (Thomas Aquinas Colline, Religious Studies Dept : 

REV. EDWARD FLANNERY {Director, Priestly Education) MT 
N~t · ·· .. 

. "Sarve-Regina qoL .. eg-e 
. •;.:.· 

·new Hamphshire 
'"liivier College; Raahua 
Umiv of New Hamphshire 

·, Vermont 
· · "Trinity CQllee_e, ·Burl~ton (Sr. Miriam Ward) 

ia 

~r- outhern Baptist Conventio (Dr. Glen Igleheart} MT contact 
o '>° ·A is op · omas (MT} ~ -w--

.;r __ · . t$.- i te ea y· erian Chu re ·Rev. J. Gallagher) · · 
. r \ . _,..eW - · More ouse o ege r. enjamin Mays) · · · . 
t-if7"'0~ Dr. Martin Luther King, Sr .• (M.T contact) 
~ · · Ambassador Andr§w Young (Mr) 

Interdenominational S~minary Cluster 
Jewish Commu.ni ty .Relations c·ou mil 

· Peachtree St. Reform Temple (D~. Alvin Sugarman) 
AJC regional. office (Bill Gralnick) 
-inltirte Savannah, Macon, other Georgia communities 
-see MT 0 Atlanta, · Georgia" . file for key names of .pastors 

$~~~ ··· . 
FLOR~DA .- ~r.s- . . . . 
:r.~1am1: · . 
Bishop McCarty 
Barry College . 
B-iscayne Bay Colle·ge · .. 
University o:f ?i1iami ·. 

·Conference of Christians and . Jews 
A'Jc. office (:Brenda Shapiro, .si· Brief, Director) 

Sarasota:. 
New College. · 

Palm Beach . 
Baptist College 

"; .. 

-See fil'"T :file on Florida 
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. III - J:.I:PDLE ATLAlJTI86,6Site: Washington, D. c. 

:.Jashington ?be.olo.:jical Coalition {Rev. Shaun McCarty) 
Metropolitan Ecu:menicr'-l Training CentE: r (Rev. John Steinbrink) 
CARDH~AL '7ILLIA1I 13AU11 (Me contact) \'. . 
Cath~lic Uni-versity (iev. Coleman Barry; Rev. Joseph Fit2$eyer; 

. · fiev. Avery Dulles} . · 
Georgetown University (Rev. Thomas Healey, Pres.; Dr. ~onika 

· Hellwig) ~4th IIJSl'I.TUTE ON SCRIP:NJ?.ES ·. 
Trinity College ~une 29-24, '77 
Howard College (Dr. S. Grand, Dr. Rosemary Reuther) 
Washington Hebrew Congre:·_ ation (Dr. Joshua liab~rman) 
Cong. B'nai J:Grael (Rab'oi Stanley Rabinowitz) ' 
TIME CONstlJLTAii£5 (conference phanners, POB 652, Severna Park, 1.:d<! 
-organizers of major religious ed conferences 21.146) -, 

NEW JERSEY: . 
Immaculate Conception ·Seminary (Rev. Tho.me.a 0' Leary, Mahwah, II .J.) 
Seton Hall University. East Orange, N.J. (Sister Rose Thcring) 
N. J. Council of Churches (Rev. Paul Staggj 
Archbishop ,Peter Gerety, .Ne 1::·ark 
N. J. Board of Rabbis 
RJ~·o~~ntl~tfm~ait~fn~~uncil (1!.ike Fine) 

New York: 
St. Johns university, Jam~ica, N. Y. (Rev. Pe."'l McKeever, 

. Rev. Richard Kugelman) 
Immaculat~ Conception. Seminary, Hunt;;tington, N. Y. 
Maryknoll Seminary Center for 1iissions, Ossining, N. Y. 

(Dr. Phml Sharper) 
Christ the King Seminary (~ast Monroe• N. Y., Rev. David Sweeney, 
. · Academic Dean) . 
New York University, Dept of Reli::;ious Bd, Prof. Norma Thompson 
Manhattan College,. Riverdale, N .Y. (Dr. Gabriel Moran) · 
Catholic College of Imoaculate Conceppion, Douglaston, IT.Y. 

·college of St .• Ro!?e, Albany; r·~. Y. (H.Y. State Legislature) 
P.ordha..m Uni ve rsi ty \Rev. Jeff Donnelly) 
MARYLAI{D 
Bg.ltimore: 
Archbishop William Borders Ocr contact) 
Cardinal Lawrence Shehan (M:.1.1) 
St. Mary's Seminary (Rev. John Cronin) 
'Jolleg.e of rtotre Dame (W..1men • s colle."''e) 
Catholic-Jewish Relations Commi·ttee {Rev. J. Flanagan) 
BaltiioreHebrew Co1leee 
Cong. Chizuk Emunah (Rabbi Maurice Corson, Conservative) 
Cong. Beth . ~l (Rabbi Jacob Agus, Cona.) 
Baltimore Hebrew Cong. (Re£rom); Her Sinai (Ref.orm) 

. AJC office (Lois ?osenfe ld) 
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PENNSYLVAUIA . 
Philadelphia: 
CARDINAL JOHN KROL (~t. contact) 
Phila. Council of Churches (Dr. Rufus Cornelson) MT 
St. Joseph's College (Rev. Terence Toland, Pres.; Rev. 

Donald· Clifford, director Catholic-Jei-1ish institute) MT 
Westminstee Thel<>@ical Seminary (Presbyterian) 
United Pre.sbyterian Church (Witherspoon Bldg., ~v. Frank 

Heinz) 
Eastern Ba~pist~ Theolmgical Seminary (Dr. C~rl tttm.ry) 
Gettysburg Luthern Seminary (Dr. John Reumann) 
Rosemont College (women's college) 
University -0f Penn. (Dr. James B. Pritchard) 
Philadelphia Board of Rabbis (Rabbi Morris Dembowitz) 
AJC office (Dr. Llurray Friedman} 
In area: Muehlenburg College 

VIRGINIA 
1H chiiiond : 

Haverford Colltge 

Virginia Theolmgical Seminary (.Baptist) 

~ortb Carolina 
. Greensboro: Rev .• Jamee Mullen,· First Presbyterian Cburch-
Wa.ke Forest College: Dr. Elmo . Scoggina, Dr. Luther C'opla~d 

IV - ?rlIDWEST - Site: CHICAGO: , 

Chicago . Interreligious Research Inatit1ite (Rev. John Pa~l~ekj 
Dr. Martin L!arty, Dr. Andre L~coque, Dr. Gerry Brauer·~ '·-. .. 

CARDINAL CODY (b:T contact) . '\ -
Bishop William McManus . \ 
Catholic Theological Union (Pawlikowski) ""- · ·~ . _ 
Univ. of Chica.go Divinity School . ·\. 
Mundelein College (Sister Ida) - li'ilm aeries :,- , 
McCorm~ckTheologi-cal Seminary (Dr. Ea.L'CUB Priester) 

/. . '/ ! 

Wheaton College (~illy Graham Ce~ter) Dr. Carl Amerding 
Loyola College . · . 
St. Xavier College (Rev. Robert Perry) 
C~nt4r for ?astoral Ministry (Rev. Wayne Prist) 
Rosary College, River Forest, Illinois 
Levis Gniversi ty, Lockport, Ill., :MID-AJLERICA YOU·:rH MINISTRY 

. CONFE!illIJCE'f ·June 14-16, '77 

)
~ l Barat College, Lake Forest, Ill., Sr. Virginia Dennehy 
' _,.. · · Cardinal Stricch Colle Ge · . 
. /.: :A~C o~fice: Eugene Dubow; Ethnic groups: David Roth .. . \ . 

;· ) ' DILWAUKEE~, WISCON.SI.N: 
.. · J;!mJw.rsHo WILLIAM cOOSJ.'tra. (MT contact) 

Marquet\e:I\ University '(Rev. Hohn, Shehan, Dr. ·William Tracy) 
reterfa.ith' Association ARev. Petuchik) 
Af]C office! ·.Ms. Sylvia. Weber .. · 
~abbinic .Association (Rabbi Manfred ~ Swarensky) 
'J ~ ~ • • 

·~- ·. ~ -:- . 
.... -,.,· ......... 

- -l.--; . - /.~ 

. G 



5 -
DETROITj 2 r.ITCHIG.AN: 

_,..,,,,,-.. 
.... ~RDINAL JOHN DEAHDEili (MT contact') 
Rev. !lex Brunett, Chairman, Ecumeniccl Commission 
University of Detroit (Rev. Theodore Vlalters, dean graduate soh.) 
Marygrove College (~other Margaret Brennan) 
Dominican Educ.-..tional Center, Sinsinawa, Wisc. (Sr. Mary 

Louie Russley) Bible and Discovery 
AJC Detroit office: Sanford Sandweiss, . .Ruth Kroll 
Grand Rapids: Aqu~nas Institute of Reli .ious Studies. 

L MINNEAPOLIS-SI'. PAULj 1•iii'mESOTA 
1 

A~HBISHOP J. ROACH (MT contact). \ 
S~. John's University, Collegeville, fuinn. (Ref. Mich~el 

:Sleeker, pres., Rabb~ llahum :ilfltilman) . \ 
United lheolozical Seminary (Lutheran), Dr. Dayton Hult\._~ren,pres. 
College of St. Thoman, St. Paul (Gene Scarpanski, direc~r 

Center of Religious Education } :. \ 
St. Benedict• s College (women• s collece) ~ ... 

fl~: wl£~ar~~tzilH;vnirector, American Lutheran Church ' . 
Duluth: Division,Theolo_ical Ed & Minist.:,r):_ 
College of St. Scholastica · . . --... 

College of St. Catherine, St. Paul (Sr.· Joyce Mqnning) . . 

INDIANA 
REV. THEODORE RES:BURGH (MT) 
University of Notre Dame (Rev. Lion~l L. 1!itchell, Dept ;.tif 

Theolo[;y) . . .~ .. 
St .• l{einrad School of Theology {Rev. Katthias Neumann) 

,• 

S~. :OCa.ry of the Woo.ds College 
Marian College 
Disciples of Christ he.adquarters 

··· Indiana University, :Blooiaington,, Dr. William May, . Reiig}.~n 
Studies, Prof. Henry Fischel 

. @>HIO 
DQt~: ~ 
Bergamo Conference ·center (lt!rs. rf.ary Lou Dwyer) '\ 

' I 

\.. 
. \ 

·united Theoloe;ic·al 8eminary (Jnethodist) see MT files , ~ ,. 
)/ Univ. o'f Tayton, Dept of l?eligioua Studies (Dr. John Geig~-r " 

/: · Office ~f Educationa.J. Services) 
/ : Cincinnatti: l\,' 

, . . 
. ! 

i 
A 
I· . ; 

/ 

,. 

ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH BERNARDIN (1.Cr contact) . 
t!Jt. St. Joseph College {Msgr. ALt;elo della Pica) 

. Cleveland: . . 
· John Carroll University, Dept of Religious 
St. Joseph ·6hristian Life Center. 

NEBRASKA: 
Creighton Univ., Oma11a, Dept of Theology, 
School Sisters of St. Francis 

I , 

. ' 
' ., --
' ,, ,, . 

Studies 

~\ 

Dr. Michael Lawler 



IOWA 
Dubuque: 

6 -

Aquinas 'Institute of Theology 
]ioras College 
Univ of Iowa 
SEN. DICK CLARK 

COLORADO 

Des Moines: 
St. Ambrose 

Aspen Leadership Development Conf for Educational and 
Relig~ous Leadership, Boulder, Colorado 

Denver: 
Interfaith Assoc - RC, Protestant, Evangelical, Greek Orthodm~,-Jews 
MISSOURI: 
S-r; . Louie University (Rev. Paul Reinert): . 
Eden Theological. Seminary 
Seminex 
Kenrick Seminary 
Webster College 

KANSAS 
s,;. Mary• s College, Lef!venworth : 

· Rockford College, Kansas City, iiix 
A vi la ColleGe 

.. V - Vf,EST COAST - Site: .Loa Angeles -
/ 

CARDINAL TiltIO':rHY .MAlrnING (m contact) . 
Rev. Royale Vadigan, Dire.ctor Ecumeni~aloffice 
Southern Calif Council of Churches (Ms. Priscilla Campbell) . 
Loyola Marymount University (Rev. Cassassa, Rev. Richard Tramil) 
InterreligiQus Coumil (~11 denominations, incl. Moslems, Buddhists) 
Claremont College (Dr. John Houey) 
AJC office· (Dr. Neil Sandberg, Rita Weisman) 
Soutaern Calif Board of Rabbis (Rabbi Harry Essrig, Rabbi Arnold 

Wolfe, Wilshire Blvd. Temple) . . 
Evangelical Baptist & Presbyterian churches 
Dr. Kilgore, Dr. E. J.Hall, black Baptists 
Mt. St. l'Jary College 
San Francisco: 

ARCHJ3ISHOP JOHN· QUINN (MT contact) 
Gerry Sherry, editor Catholic M~nita10; chairman, Catholic-Jewioh 

Relations committee · . 
Graduate . Thhological Union (cmuuter of 12 theological seminaries, 

Dr. Robert Fitch, Dr. John Bennett) · 
University of San Francisco (Dept of Relie;ious Ed, Rev .• Albert 

Zabala, chairman Dept of Theology) · 
~esuit School of Theology, Berkeley (R. A. F. MacKenzie) . 
WASHINGTON STATE 
Seattle University, Dr. Leo Stanford · 
St •. Thomae Seminary · 
Fort Wright College, Spoltane (-Christian Ministries) 
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SOUTHWEST Site: Dallas . --------
Texas Baptist Convention - R~ v. James Dtmn, director 
Texas Conference of Chruches - Dr. Roy Cates 

(all .Cettoli c and Protestant denominations) 
Ft. Worth Baptist Seminary (Dr. Joseph. Estep, Dr. Wm Hendrix) 
AJC office: Milton T~biW:t Miles ~hitmore) 
Hou a ton 
Hice Uni ve rsi ty · 
Interdenominational Assoc. 
Baylor ... Univ. 
Univ of St. Thomas 

San Antonio: 
St. Mary's Univ. (Rev. John Leiea) . 
Emanuel Word Colle&e (Sister Teresa McGrath) 
·Rabbi Dr..vid Jacobson 

ARIZONA, Phoenix: 
Bishop James Rausch (MT contact) 

NEW ORLEA1rnj, LOUISIANA 
'!loyoyla University ·- conference of National Association ot 

Women ·Reli6ious , June 5-24 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS 

.165 Ea.st 56th S,treet; N_~w York, N. Y. 10022 ' • · Plaza 1-4000 

from: the d~sk .of HAROLD APPLEBAUM 
. :· Field Services. Program Coordinator 

TIME MAGAZINE AND AP STORY ON THE NEW ~EDIA BIBLE 

Enclosed is a . . copy oJ a story that. appeared in the September 6th 
issue of Tim~ Magazine describing the fiew Media Bibl~, as well as .an 
.AP a rt i c l e . 

The following b~ckground tnformation has been prepared by Rabbi 
Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of AJC's Interreligious Affairs Department. 

Since this project will be receiving a good deal of public atten­
tion in Christian and Jewish communities, as well as in the mass media, 
during the coming months, ~ thought you would want to know of AJC's 
involvement with it. 

· A.6 .the. Time. a.nd AP a.Jt.:tic.le..& indic.a..te.4, .thi.6 i.6 a.n a.mbi . .ti.cfo . .6 e.6 6 oJi.t ;: 
.to ":t1ta.n.6la..te." :the. e.n:tiJr.e. Bible. - He.bJr.e.w Sc.Jr.ip:tuJr.e..& a.nd New Te..6.ta.me.n.t -
on.to 6ilm. But. i:t i.6 moJr.e. .tha.n a.no.the.It. "Bib.le. movie.." 1.:t i.6 in 6a.c..t 
a. c.omple..te. Jr.e.ligiou..6 e.du.c.a..tion pa.c.ka.ge. .tha..t inc.lu.de..6, in addi.tion to 
ZO-minu.:te. fiilm.6 06 e.a.c.h 06 .the. ma.jolt. e.piaode.a ·a6 the. Bible, a.u.dio-viau.al 
.6l~de..6, ca.6.6e..t..t.ea, a.nd a Time.-.&:tyle. ma.ga.zine., c.alle.d Bible T~me.6. Each 
06 .the..&e. aid.6 ~ive.& de.epe!t. in6oJr.ma.:tion a.bout a. ma.jolt Za~u.e Zn the. 
Biblic.a.l .6.to1tie..&, .6e.e.king :to Jr.e.la..te: .the. Bib.lie.al a.c.C.ou.n.t :to c.u.Jr.Jr.e.n.t c.on­
c.e.Jtn.6 ove.1t. va.lu.e..6 and e.thic.a.l ide.a.l.6. The. 6ilm.6 066e1t highly a.u..thoJr.i­
:ta.tive. in601tma.tion a.bout. the. hi.&:toJr.y, a.ir..c.he.ology,. c.omme.Jr.c.e., ge.og.1t.a.phy 
a.nd c.u.l:tu.Jt.e. 06 :the. pe.Jr.iod, a.nd .the. in~igh:t.& a.nd 6inding.& 06 ma.jolt. 
Je.wi-0h a.nd Chlt.i.6.tia.n -0chola.1t.-0 ha.ve. be.en inc.oJr.poJr.a.:te.d :thJr.oughou.:t i:t-0 
p!te.pa.Jr.a.tio n. 

An a.wa.Jr.e.ne..&.& 06 AJC'.6 c.onc.e.Jtn ave.Jr. the. po4.t1ta.ya.l 06 Jew.&, Ju.da.i-0m 
and 1.&1t.ael in Ch.1t.i-0tian edu.ca.:tion ma:te.Jr.ia.l.6 - a.nd 06 Je.wi.6h :te.a.c.hing.6 
a.bout · Ch.1t.i-0.tian-0 a.nd o:the.1t-0 - led John He.yma.n, plLoduc.e..Jt on the. "Gene.6i.6 
PJi.oje.c..t," .to a.ppJr.oa.ch .tht Committee. fion a..&.&i.&:ta.nc.e.. We. .&aw ~hi.& a.& a. 
ma.jolt. oppoA:tuni:ty :to p.1t.odu.c.e. a.:t:tna.c.:tive. e.du.c.a.:tiona.l ma.:te.Jr.ia.l.& :tha.:t 
would Jr.e.move. a.ll negative .1t.e6e..1t.e.n.c.e.-0 :to Jew.& a.nd Juda.i.&m in Ch.1t.i.&:tia.n 
e.duc.a.:tion, to d1ta.ma.tize. in po.6i:tive. way.& the. inde.bte.dne..&-0 ofi Chni.&:tian.6 
a.nd Chni-0.tianity .to Je.w.6 and Ju.da.i.&m .and to illu..&tlt.a.te. ou.n c.ommon 1too.t-0 
in .the. Bible.. The1te.fio1te., we. wene ea.ge.lt. to help, and we. did in the.&e. way-0: 

AJC 0.Jr.Jta.nge.d .&e.ve.Ji.a.l .&e.minaJr..6 06 le.a.ding Je.wi.&h a.rid ChJr.i.&t.la.n Bible 
t:> C.ho la.Jr..6 , .hi.6 to Jr..la.n.& and :th e.o lo gia.n.6 • Th e.iJt di.6 cu..6 .& .lo n.6 we.1t.e. e.noJtmo u..& ly 
61Lu.it6u.l and will be. pu.bli.&he.d a..& e.du.c.a.tion a.id.& 6oJr. adult..& and young pe.ople.. 

We Jr.e.a.d all the. 6ilm .6c.Jr.ipt.6 and B.lble T.lme..6 ma:te.Jt..la.l .ln a.dvan~e. and 
066e1t.e.d J.iu.gge..&:tion.& whic.h we.Jr.e. well Jtec.e~ved. 

I have .&een .&e.ve.1tal 06 :the. 0ilm.6: CJr.e"<J.tion, Adam and Eve., Ca.in and 
Abel, AbJr.a.ha.m, :the. Book 06 Luke. All 06 :the p4odu.c.:tion~ a4e. 06 a. high 
qua.l .. U:.y and ma.n.y .6 cene.4, .6 u.ch a.a :t.ha.:t o 6 Ma.1ty going in.to ct rriikva.h du.Jr.ing 
:the An.nun.c.ia.:tion. .&:to4y~ a.Jte. bJr.ea:t.h:taki~gly beau.:ti6ul. 
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·The p1todu.ceJr., · a. bJtillia.n~ ~3-yea.~-old Jew bo1t~i~ Ge1tmany, ' i4 . 
well~conne.c.te.d in in.te.Jtna.tiorial fiilm ciJtcle.4~ and he . ~4 now ~ngage.d ~n 
p1tomo.ting an_d 6 el.ting the · 6 ilm 4 eJtie.4 .to ChJr.i.6 .tia:n ( .ln·c.lu.din·g E v:ang el~c.al) 
and Je.wi6h 4c.hool4, libJta.~ie..6 and educ.a.:tional in4.ti.tu:tion4 i~ .th~ 
United S:ta:te4 and .in. o.the1t paJr.:t.6 06 :the WoJtld, ~n.c.ludin.g :the Thi.ltd 
WoJtld •. I pe.1t6ona.l.ly believe. we. have. an in.te1te..6 :c··.<:n helping :thi.6 pJr.oje.c:t 
4ucc.e.e.d be.c.a.u4e i.t i~ one. 06 .the. be.~~ a.n.4we.Jt.6 .to Obe.1ta.mmeJtgau..6 06 .the. 
wo1tld and :to an:ti-Je.wi.6h UN 1te..6olu:tion.6. 

A.6 .the. p1toje.c.:t deve.lop.6, 'IAV ma.y help 01tganize .6e.:ve1tai in.te.11,Jteligou..6 
.6e.mina.Jt.6 u.6ing · .th~ 6ilm.6 ·a.6 di6C.U..66ion-.6t~Jt:te.Jt.6. W~ Will .ve.Jty·~uc.h . . 
welcome. you~ c.oope.Jta.tion ~.t .tha.t .time. • . 

.. 
Se.p:te.mbe.1t 15, 1976 
1 ab c. d 2 a. b c.i ( b ) ( c. ) 
En ~l. , 7 6-·3 1 0- i 1 
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'New.:M~diq Bible' Being.FilmeCI'iri 
·~st· '-... :, .. ,,: , · · ··p. .i; ;; · 
..... · · :- ·. ·:· ·e· · · :· _! • o·· ·er·· 

¥ .. . " w . . . ,. _; . .. · . . . 
• , , l 

• I • ~ ·• ; . • 
DENVER POST, .8-27-76 

. N~ YORK - (AP) The rality to compare ~t wiih:'.', ·. I Th~ first 10 porti~ns o{ film. 
• 1 . , • • He said· the Bible provldes running about 20 _nunutes each. 

ongest, ~ost cost!~ ?notion ·p1~- that missirig historical. pers~ ! deal with the beginning of the 
.. ure pro1ect ever un~.ertaken 1s tive _ of morals, philosophy, Old Testament - the creation, 
being devoted to the world's old· '. the ethics of work and personal Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, 
es t. and greatest ·book - the and political idealism. " It's the Noah and the flood, Abraham, 
Bible. rt is being r.endered on total, concrete, rockribbed foun- the Covenant with God, Sodom 
film with accuracy, power and ·datibil of all our thinking," be and .Gomorrah, and with the 
style. said. "Yet we totally ignore it." first parts of the Gospel of 

Called the "Genesis Project," PUTrlNG THE major blame Luke - the Annunciation and 
the first completed portions are for this on a massive decline in the Nativity. 
to be ready by Sept. 1, -mainly reading and a new preoocupa- · ·THE FD:.M.S follow the ac­
at first for ·subscribing churches t i o n with the visual-sound counts literally without in­
and other · educati_onal and media, he and associates coo- 1 terpretation, with actors ·speak­
rel.igious i~stitut.ions. ciuded that the only way to re- ing in the original Hebrew, 
T~e motion ?1ctur~ ~ccounts, store ~blical rootage tO COR- Aramaic and Greek. 

putt1~g the wntten b1bhcal_ con· temporary thought must. be Accompanying sound transla­
~nt into the modem. media of through effectively transposing tions in English are being made 
sight and sound, provide an au- it into the new communication· available in varied versions ol 
thenticity and quality far sur- form. the Bible. Supplementary com­
passing such past attempts by The result; in the making, is mentaries and teaching aids 
Hollywood because of close col- the "New Media Bible." From also vary to suit those who take 

lab-Oration . of a host of promi- · a sampling, it is like watching ! a literalist or historical ap-
nent Scripture scholars. the sweeping old events unfold proach to Scriptures. " . 

It is "measuring ·up far in newsreel form as · surging · . uour ~cti~. is ' to underpin · 
beyond any expectations or realities .with dramatic quality . e~ry Biblical faitti, and no( to 
even hopes," says noted Meth- and artistry. , undermine ·any," ~id Heym·an. 
odist theologian Albert Outler of A worldwide team of Bible I citing reasons for .the alterna­
Dallas, who says he prevfously scholars, historians and archae- t tive commentaries. 
had sworn off "Bible films" ologists ..,... about 70 of them SG I The output of the first year's 
after too much of the Cecil B; far ....:. have been involved in the ! phase .of the project are ~ing 
DeMille-type treatment. project, which also has :draWll ·Offered to subscribing grolips at 

"AT LAST," says Roman .interfaith endorsement ' from ;$2,000 until Sept. 1, with the 
Catholic education expert, . Dr . ., Roman C~tholics, Jews and .ll ~bsequent charges of $2;500 foe 
Alfred McBride of Washington, Protestants, including both the each year's package· output, 
D.C., " a quality filming of the evangelical and broadstream el- continuing until completion of 
Bible." · .ements. the whole Bible. . . 
~e project, expected to take IT'S A "ne~ departure, .. 
. . prom1smg a "creative revolu-

abOut 30 years ami cost an es- tion in religious educatian, .. 
timated $232 milli0n, is headed says Rab~i Marc. Tanrienbaum.... 
by a top British film producer in1errehg1ous affairs director of 
John Heyman, driven to under. ttre Amerttan::Je:wlsr1 Q!mrrm;­
take it by· his distress at. mod- tee:-" ~ .. Jnajor. breakthrough:,-;· 
ern society's declining sense or . !:!f1s·- u nited Methodist educa-
its morakultural heritage. · j tion executive, Dr. James E. 

"We're becoming a people! Alexander, or Nashville, Tenn. 
without roots, without the ·fun- Dr. Albert .McClellan· or Nash-

' damentals, .s0· ihat ·we don't ville, program director of the 
1 know where we're going," he Southern Baptist Conv~tioo, 
said in an interview at his says " it is a daring ·concept 
Manhattan office. "A whole .that can do a great deal tG 
generation is being brought . up ! preserve the Bible for people 
that can't know what's immoral I who become ~crea~ingly .~~ 
or amoral when there's no mo-· pendent on the visual image .. · 

-----· -About 50 AmeriCan. and Eur~ 
pean businessmen; also coo­
cerned about the lack <if 
Biblical ·sources in contem­
porary culture, have. invested in 
the project, which so far has in­
volv~ outlays of about . $6 
million. 

(OVER.) 



The Holy Scripts 
The scheme is bold, perhaps fool­

hardy. Film the entire Bible. The mov­
ies would run for l 00 hours, take 33 years 
to make and cost at least $256 million. 
However grandiose a notion, that is ex­
actly what the entrepreneurs of the Gen­
esis Project have set out to do. Judging 
from the quality of the first ten segments 
now being previewed by pastors and ed­
ucators from coast to coast, the Genesis 
people are off to a good start. 

The project is being funded without 
a sou from a synagogue or a church. A 
straight commercial venture, it is backed 
by 18 wealthy businessmen, most of 
them British and American, who have 
already anted up $5 million. The start­
up money came from John Heyman, 43, 
a self-described "inactive Jew." who has 
produced more than 40 feature films, in­
cluding The Go-Between and The Hire­
ling. Now he works full ti.me as chief 
executive of the Genesis Project: " It was 
a unique opportunity to share my abil­
ity as a film maker as opposed to put­
ting on another piece of slurp." 

No Navel1. The first installment of 
the New Media Bible, as it is called, con­
sists of ten 20-minute segments cover­
ing Genesis J -22 (from the Creation to 
Abraham's sacrifice of Isaac) and Luke 
1-2 (the Annunciation, the Nativity and 
Jesus' youth). They were filmed in the 
sere landscape of the Holy Land and 
neighboring areas, using largely un­
known actors. One exception: Topol, the 
Israeli star of Hollywood's Fiddler on 
the Roof. who portrays Abraham. 

But how to film the story of Noah? 

fOPOL AS ABRAHAM SACRIFICING ISAAC 

Heyman opted for a sketchy style of an­
imation, with surrealistic clouds and 
waves, and cartoon rabbits and lions 
clambering aboard the ark. The budget 
did not permit construction of the ark 
nor the assembling of all God's crea­
tures. For the Creation story, Heyman 
wove together spectacular color footage 
of the sun and stars, flowing lava, beasts 
on the Kenya highlands and fish and 
flora along an ocean floor. In Eden, 
Adam and Eve are discreetly nude, and 
without navels. Heyman insists that he 
will film every jot and tittle of the Law 
of Moses, but his project will be well 
into the 1990s before he faces the chat-

YOUNG JESUS Af FEAST IN JERUSALEM 
Every ;ot and tittle of the low. 

lenge of dramatizing the doctrinal let­
ters of the Apostle Paul. 

"We attempt to be as literally ac­
curate as we can possibly be," says Hey­
man. "We don't make up any dialogue." 

. The actors speak their lines verbatim 
from the Bible, using the languages their 
characters would have used, though the 
producers have taken some liberties. 
Adam and Eve mouth words silently; 
Abraham speaks Hebrew; Luke, Greek. 
The voice-over is a word-for-word read­
ing of the Bible in English by such nar­
rators as Alexander Scourby and Orson 
Welles. The sound track is available in 
three versions: King James, Revised 
Standard and New American. 

Each film comes with two filmstrips 
keyed to records or cassette recordings, 
and a magazine called Bible Times. To 
develop these teaching materials, the 
Genesis Project has assembled 120 Bi­
ble scholars and historians at various 
seminars. Thus viewers will sec Abra­
ham on his way from Ur to the Prom-

~SEPTEMBER 6. 1976 
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Arrowhead Springs, San Bernardino, California 92414, U.S.A. Telephone (714) 886-5224 William R. Bright, President 

Mr. John Heyman 
The Genesis Project, Inc. 
1271 Avenue of the Americas 
Suite 730 
New York, NY 10020 

Dear John: 

June 23, 1977 

It has been my privilege to serve our Lord for more than 30 years, and with the 
present staff of over 6,000 serving Christ in 86 countries and 20 protectorates 
of the world, we have the privi.lege of communicating the gospel to many mil lions 
of people. 

Further, I have been involved in many exciting international programs, such as 
Explo '72, Explo '74 and many others that have been heralded as great thrusts 
for God. As you know, we as a staff had the privilege of giving leadership.- to 
Here's Life America which has touched the lives -of many millions of people, and we 
are now launching Here's Life World in 100 countries. However, as I survey all 
of the things in the Christian world of which I have been a part, and of wt}ich 
I have any knowledge, that are designed to present the gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the whole world, I do not know of any single undertaking that has greater 
potential for God and the good of mankind than the Genesis Project--a plan ·to 
film the entire Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 

My mind literally soars as I consider a few of the implications and benefits 
that will result from this incredible undertaki0g. I envision the day when 
literally hundreds of millions will be view~ng filmed portions of the Bible 
daily via satellite, through ~imultaneous translations to all of the nations of 
the world. There is no other plan that I have ever heard of or dreamed of t hat 
in any way has such vast potential for our Lord. When I realize that over half 
of the world is illiterate and a significant . percent of the American people 
rarely read at all, I am convinced that there is no other way to reach the masses 
with the truth of God's Word that can cor:ipare with the New }fedia Bible. If ever 
the Great' Commission is to be ~ulfilled in this generation--and by God's grace, I 
am committed to help see this happen through the enabling of God's Holy Spirit-­
the New ~edia Bi~le must play an important role. 

rll 

D 
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. Mr. John He,yman 
Page Two 
June 23, 1977 

I commend you; John,'f.or your courage and faith. Only God could have implanted 
in your creative mind the genius to conceive of such an incredible plan to ·teach 
the Bible, -God's holy, inspired. Word, to more than four billion people throughout 
the world. I shall continue to encourage Chr.istian leaders throughout the world 
to avail th~mselves and their people of this unprecedented opportunity to acceler­
ate and expand their individual ministr ies. You have my prayers, confidence and 
complete support. 

Warmest p~rsonal . rega~ds. 

\.JRB:obg 

Yours for .fulfilling the Great 
Commission in this generation, 

~ 



MOST REVERfND FULTON J. SHEEN. D. D. 
TlTIILAll AAC>iBISHOP Of NE.WPOllT 

June 1st, 1977 

My dear Mr . Heyman: 

After a lifetime spent in communicating the Word, i 
have become familiar with most techniques and programs 
to aid that greatest of all commitments. 

But your project, The New Media Bible, puts the Scriptures 
in color, motion and speech and is the greatest event in that domain 
since Guttenberg printed the Bible. He made the story visual; 
the New Media Bible makes it visual, audible and even more credible. 
There is no comparison between the sequence of letters on a printed 
page, and the flow of characters .in colors, dramas and tensions. 

Our ' cinematic directors have too often accustomed us to 
doubt the authenticity of any historical event on the screen. 
But to the glory of your film, there are no words spoken except 
those which are found in the Bible. This means that no critic 
can ever accuse you of altering a text or spoiling a context. One 
can never imagine a movie about Napoleon in which every single 
word he spoke was an exact quote from his writings. But here we 
have Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Mary, Zaccheus, Pilate, all speaking 
only the authentic. This gives the viewer a standard outside the 
picture by which it may be judged. 

Before I saw the new Media Bible, I wondered how you would 
handle . Creation. Lo and behold!. You had a camera in space, as 
our astronauts gave us a view of the earth, which made it possible 
for us as it were, to look over the shoulder of God, as planets 
tumbled into space. 

It will take years to complete-the characters of the Old and 
New Testament. As the world stores up explosives to incinerate 
mankind, may there be found many to support your story of peace 
and the unity of mankind. · 

You are an instrll.ment of God in this noble enterprise. For that 
reason, He has endowed you with exceptional talents combined with 
a deep sense of reverence for mystery. 

With assurance of prayers and blessings, I am, my dear 
Mr. Heyman, 



The 
Cathebral 
Churd) 
of St.John 
the Dioine 

lp November 1977 

Mr. John Heyman, President 
Genesis Project, Inc . 
1271 Avenue of the Americas 
Room 730 
New York, N.Y. 10020 

Dear John: 

Cathedral H'ights 

1047 Am5terdam Avenue 

at 1I2th Street 

New York, New York _10025 

(212) 678-6903 

Office of the Dean 

Over the years a number of "Bible movies" have been made and 
each one has lacked something - either autheticity or credible 
presentation. The New Media Bible has achieved both and much 
more besides. 

Here at the Cathedral, where we welcome thousands of visitors 
from all over the globe, the New Media Bible films are pre­
sented on a daily basis and have been enthusiastically received 
by the public. 

You have accomplished something quite unique in tbis genre. 
The New Media Bible is a scholarly work, carefully assembled 
and without doctrinal prejudices. To see historic characters 
speaking in the original tongues of Bible days and functioning 
in tru~-to-life situations makes the Bible what indeed it is 
a living witness to the greatest events that have ever occured 

':· · . 

in human history .. .. and in. the timelessness of the Almighty as well. 

I heartily endorse your unique accomplishment and wish you 
every success. We at the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine 
have found a new and valuable tool for the transmission of 
ageless truths in the New Media Bible. 

Yours truly, 

Jt~ • 

The Very Reverend James Parks Morton 
Dean 

JPM:wms 



Mr. John Heyman 
145 West 58th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10019 

Dear Mr. Heyman: 

BucKNP..J< FANNING 

PASTOR 

November 14, 1977 

Words cannot express my excitement and the excitement of our church 
over The New Media Bible. 

Our church of over S, 000 members has been a church that centered its 
teaching and preaching on the Bible as the. Word of God throughout its 
2 7 year history, but nothing has so excited and challenged our people 
in Bible Study as The Genesis Project . 

We average 1, 800 to 2, 000 people Sunday morning for Bible Study but 
on Sunday evenings we have been having two to 300 peop1e present for 
our evening services. With the introdu ction of The New Media Bible 
in our Sunday evening program our crowds have more than tripled! We · 
are now averaging over l, 000 people every Sunday night studying the 
Bible through the material of The New Media Bible. As a result of the 
tremendous response on the part of our people we have ordered another 
set of films because so many small groups are now wanting the films 
for weekday Bible studies in the homes as well as evening meetings 
that are being planned· for smaller groups and more intensive study 
of the Bible. 

I want to thank you for providing what I believe .to be the greatest 
method ever devised for communicating the greatest story ever told • 

. 
I 

BF:mh 

319 EAST MULBERRY AVENUE - SAN ANT01'!10 . TEXAS 78212 (l!l2) 734· l!021 . 



MARK 0 . HATFIELD 
OREGON 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 

M~. Michael Manuel 
The Genesis Project, Inc. 
145 West 58 Street 
New York, New York .10019 

Dear Mr. Manuel: 

April ~9, 1976 

In a day when the actual contents of the Bible seem to ~e 
poorly understood, the production of the New Media Bible 
is an encouraging development. 

The strength of the Judeo-Christian heritage lies . in the 
actions of God in the history of mankind. The Bible is 
not merely a collection of platitudes and philosophical · 
·theories. I look forward to reviewing the continuing 
result~ of your efforts, for they will not only help 
people to visualize the Biblical narrative, but will en- . 
able us all to realize anew that God is a God of history 
and is involved in the affairs of men. 

Thank you for informing me of yo~r work at this early 
date. I hope that the enthusiasm of your team will grow 
with the completion of each . segment of your project. May 
I encourage you to continue with the knowledge that your 
efforts will not only bring personal fulfillment but 
will help countless numbers of people to understand the 
one Book which has influenced our culture ,perhaps more 
than any other. 

MOH:.vgr 

Sincerely, 

)__ --- , 

Mark o. Hatfield 
United States Senator 



W. A . C:i:1s"·1·: 1.1 . . P.~sTt1H 

F11rsT Ii .\l'Tts-r ( : 111 uc 11 

l>Al . I . . \ .. I. T1 : X .•S 

May 18, 1977 

Mr . John Heyman, President 
The Genesis Project, Inc . 

. 1271 Avenue of the Americas 
Suite 730 
New York, N. Y. 10020 

Dear Mr. Heyman: 

With all my heart I would like to further 
the tremendous scriptural project to which God 
has called you and your associates. The heaven• 
ly assignment is so vast until it will take many 
years for you to complete it, but what you have 
already done is in itself a marvelous achievement 
and will bless all the churches of Christendom, 
as you present the Biblical message year by year 
through the days of the completion. 

The part I have seen thus fa r is Genesis and 
Luke. If our people can be blesse9 by viewing 
these pictures and listening to this reading of 
the Holy Word, they will be furthered in the Faith 

· and confirmed in their persuasion that the Bible 
is the true Word of God. 

As we have presented in our church here in 
Dallas the work thus fa~ completed of the Genesis 
Project, let me encourage every pastor and every 
church to present the like portion that is com­
plete in their chcrches before their people. In 
all of the years of my pastoral work (it now numbers 
fifty) , I have never seen the presentation of the 
Word of God more beautifully meaningful or more 
spiritually effective than this presentation seen 
on screen and heard by reading and dramatic voice .. 

In every way possible for me to speak .and to 
write, do I commend to our people and our brethren 
in the Faith of Christ the wonderful vision and im­
plementation and showing of the Genesis Project. 

F~ithfully and prayerfully yours, 

/if?(~~-
WAC:ep 

W. A. Criswell 
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Mr. Michael Manuel 
GENESIS P.ROJECT 
145 W. 58th Street 
New York, NY 10019 

Dear Mr . Manue 1 : 

Forward in lFaitlh Together 

March 8, 1976 

My sincerest congratulations to you on your Genesis Project and the Media 
Bibie. Your efforts should meri~ and will certainly deserve widespread 
attention and appreciation, especially from the field of religious educa­
tion. At last someone has taken the time to develop and produce a · 
qaality filming of the ~ible as well as providing an equally admirable 
teaching-learning .package to go with it. 

It could hardly have come at a better time. Westerri society, in particular, 
seems to be· at a turning point in history . The i;.rofound changes in our 
culture are tmsettling people to an extraordinary degree. If we are to 
move ahead with any sense of personal confidence, we will need an inner 
strength based on the roots of our culture and the enduring spiritual 
values linked with them. 

It takes no special sharpness to see the current erosion of values and 
the anguished search for personal identity. Who can hope to know oneself 
if one is torn from roots and origins and .a sense of values? A rootless 
and value neutral person can hardly hope to possess a sense .of purpose. 
Not knowing where they have come from, they will have little chance of 
knowing where to go. 

I believe that your Media Bible is a pertinent and important response 
to the present dilenuna. We are a people of the Book in a sense. The 

·Bible tells both the story of our roots, but also has exerted an iricom­
parab~e influence upon the shaping of values. In ancient times the Bible 
stories were personally told at campfire and shrine through an oral-aural 
medium. 

In succeeding ages, the written word of the Bible was read both silently 
and in public to sustain the chain of culture and the quality of spiritual 
living. Today out dominant .medium is the film, both in movie and TV . It 
rightly shares, through the efforts of you cµid your people at the Genesis 
project , in this centuries old process of tying people to their religious 
roots and enabling them to have a sense of identity and purpose. 

National Catholic Educational Assoc iation I Suite 350 ' One Dupont Circle / Washington DC 20036; !2021293-5954 
73rd Annual Convention and Religious Educalion Congress I Chicago. Illinois·' Ap~ i l 19-22. 19"76 
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Mr. Michael Manuel 2 March 8, 1976 

. I am personally both excited and grateful for your v1s1on and imagination 
in tmdertaking both to oversee the complexities of the production and to 
encourage quality educational materials so that the films will achieve 
their maximum impact. 

I hope that religious educators of all faith.s will be alerted to the 
evident worth · of the Genesis Project and that they will find in the Media 
Bible a luminous new way of communicating the most venerable message that 
can be h~ard in our time . 

Again, with expression of enthusiastic support for your work, I am 

Very cordially yours, 

AJ\J\~ ~c _:j~4. 
Rev. Alfred McBride, O.Praem. 
Director, National Forum 
of Religious Educators 

' ) 



Mr. John Heyman 
145 West 58th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10019 

Dear Mr. Heyman: 

BUCKNER FANNING 

PASTOR 

N.c;>V~mber 14, 19 77 

Words cannot express my excitement and the excitement of our church 
over The New Media Bible. 

Our church of over 5, 000 members has been a church that centered its 
teaching and preaching on the Bible as the Word of God throughou.t its 
27 year history, but nothing has so excited and challenged our pe.ople 
in Bible Study as The Genesis Project. 

We average l , 800 to 2, 000 people Sunday morning . ~or Bible Study but 
on Sunday evenings we have been hav1ng two to 300 people present for 
our evening services. With the introduction of The New Media Bible 
in our Sunday evening program our crowds have more than tripled! We 
are now averaging over l, 000 people every Sundqy night studying the 
Bible through the material of The New Media Bible. As a result of the 
tremendous response on the part of our people we have ordered another 
set of films because so many small groups are now wanting the films 
for weekday Bible studies in the homes as well as evening meetings 
that are being planned for smaller groups and more intensive study 
of the Bible . 

I want to thank you for providing what I believe to be .the greatest 
method ever devised for communicating the great~st story ever told. 

/ 

BF:mh 

· 319 EAST MULBERRY AVENUE - SAN ANTO!lllO. TEXAS 78212. (1512) 734·11021 



w. A.GHlS'WELL.P.ASTOR 

FIRST BAPTIST CHt'. RC-11 

DALLA,c; I, TEXAS 

May 18, 1977 

Mr. John Heyman, President 
The Genesis Project, Inc . 

. 1271 Avenue of the Americas 
Suite 730 
New York, N. Y. 10020 

Dear Mr." Heyman: 

With all my heart I woul d like to further 
the tremendous scriptural project to which God 
has called you and your associates. The heaven­
ly assignment is so vast until it wil.l take many 
years for you to complete it, but what you have 
already done is in itself a marvelous achievement 
and will bless all the churches of Christendom, 
as you present the Biblical message year by year 
through the days of the completion. 

The part I have seen thus far is Genesis and 
Luke . If our people can be blessed by viewing 
these picturei and listening to this reading of 
the Holy Word, they will be furthered in the Faith 
and confirmed in their persuasion that the Bible 
is the true Word of God. 

As we have presented in our church here in 
Dallas the work thus far completed of the Genesis 
Project, let me encourage every pastor and every 
church to present the like portion that is com­
plete in ·their churches before their people. In 
all of the years of my pastoral work (it now numbers 
fifty), I have never seen the presentation of the 
Word of God more beautifully meaningful or more 
spiritually effective than this presentation seen 
on screen and heard by reading and dramatic voice. 

In every way possible for me to speak and to 
write, do I commend to our people and our brethren 
in the Faith of Christ the wonderful vision and im­
plementation and showing of the Genesis Project. 

Faithfully and prayerfully yours, 

~~~ 
WAC:ep 

W. A. Criswell 



'~TH€ 
SUND~V 
SCHOOL 
90t\RD 

OF THE: SOUTHERN 9f\PTIST CON\lENTJON 
127 Ninth Avenue North, Nashville, Tennessee 37234 

January 5, 1979 

Mr. Dean Gitter 
The Genesis Project 
1271 Avenue of the Americas 
Suite 730 
New York City, New York 10020 

Dear Dean: 

It was good talking to you recently and learning that things are 
on schedule for delivery of the first films sometime this month. 
The Southern Baptist churches that participat~d in the trainin.g 
sessions are anxiously awaiting the arrival of these materials . 
As we have discussed previously, these materials compliment in 
a beautiful way our new Bible book curriculum and will enhance 
the understanding of the book of Genesis that will be completed 
in this curriculum during the present quarter. 

I would like to express my appreciation to you personally and to 
the Genesis project for the excellent quality of work that was 
done in the production of the films · and the teaching aids. We 
feel that this will be a tremendous asset and supplement to on­
going . Sunday School/church school curriculum. We have had very 
complementary comments made concerning the training sessions 
you provided during the sunnner both at Ridgecrest and Glorieta. 
I can wholeheartedly endorse the materials as excellent curriculum 
supplement for denominational study programs. 

We have had · inquiry from other churches concerning this material 
and have shared with them how to contact you. We look forward to 
keeping in touch with you and securing feedback from the .users of 
this first cycle. We were very grateful to you and to the United 
Methodist Church for letting us participate in a makeup session 
during their training period in November and December. 

Come by to see us when you are in the Nashville area. 

Cordially yours, 

foJ~Jo/:i 
Robert ·G. Fulbright, Dir~ctor 
Bible Teaching Division 

RGF:ke 



Porter. W. Routh, Executive Secretary-T~easurer 

Executive Committee 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
460JAMES ROBERTSON PARKWAY. NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 37219 (615) 244-2355 
. . . 

. .\lhat .\k Cl<!llan . .-\,;,;nci.,r.:- Exc~·ttth·.;o S<!crdar.'· and Oircctor of Program Pla1111i11g 

Mr. Dean Gitter · 
The Gene sis Project 
145 West 58 Street 
New York 1 N.Y. 10019 

Dear Mr . Gitter: 

March 15 1 19 7 6 

The Genesis Project impresses me as being extremely worth 
while o It is a daring concept and can do a great deal to 
preserve the Bible for people who become increasingly depend­
ent on the visual image . I have examined several of your 
scripts and have found them faithful to my understanding of the 
texts . 

:(J[_ 
lellan 

AM/bj 



~outbt.uesttrn Jljaptist l!tbeological ~eminarp 
~ . $ . jlilox 22000 · 

111. JL. J!Jtnbridut 
~brologp · 

March 12, 197~ 

Dean . Gritter 
"New Genesis" Pr-oject 
145 W. 58th ~treat 
New York, New York 10019 

To Whom it may concern: 

jfort ailortb. G:exa~ 76122 -~ 3-1921 

I have recently agreed to serve as a consultant to the New Genesis 
. Project. On the bases of discussions with the producer and those 
scripts which I have checked I am delighted with the concept. Thie 
creative and fresh approach to multi~media presentation of Scrip­
ture is a much needed step forward in Christian education. 

The producers have assured me that every attempt w·ill. be made to 
. reflect accurate and reliable historical settings . while an aware­
ness of scholarship and critical issues will be shown , the tl""eat­
ment of Scripture will likewi&e be sympathetic and reverent. 

It is to be hoped that the project will be widely used end prove 
an effective artistic and innovative approach to the teaching of 
Scripture. 

Sincerely yours, 

-v-~ ~-~\A_~, 
William L. Hendricks 
Professor of Theology 

.wHL/lsl 



HOWARD E. SPRAOO, EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

DIVISION OF EVANGELISM, CHURCH EXTl:NSION AND EDUCATION 

EDWARD A. POWERS, GENERAL SECRETARY 

287 PARK AVENUE SOUTH, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10010 

The Genesis Project, Inc. 
c /o Michael Manuel 
145 West 58th St . 
New York, N~ Y. 10019 

Dear Michael: 

UNITED 
CHURCH 
BOARD 

FOR HOMELAND 
MINISTRIES 

March 2, 1976 

I am delighted to give my endoreement to the New Media Bible project . 
It is obviously a venture of marmnoth proportions which has to be 
seen as a venture in faith . I am personally ilnl>ressed with the 
vision which the creators of the project have of helping people get 
in touch wt.th the ethica,l and aesthetic dimensions of the Bible. 

We do live in a time in which the roots are being torn up and the 
fundamental bases of Western Civilization are under question. Some 
of this uprootedness and ~uestioning is appropriate. Our civilization 
is too sexist, racist. imperialist, and rationalistic, 

The New Med ia Bible offers the possibility of getting in touch with 
the r oots of human crimmunity and civiHzation in a way in which people 
may .oecome whole and understand the biblical sense of community, 
compass ion and justice'. 

Faithfully yours,, 

~f7~ 
Edward A. Powers 



Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom , N.Y. 

Mr. John Heyman, President 
Genesis Project, Inc. 

November 14, 1977 

1271 Avenue of the Americas, Room 730 
New York, New York 10020 

Dear John, 

In my twenty-five years of service in seeking to promote improved under­
standing between Christians and Jews on the basis of our shared inheri­
tance of the Bible, I know of no single undertaking that has contributed 
to the furtherance of that objective as creatively and as profoundly as 
bas The New Media Bible. 

While I have bad the privilege of serving as a consultant to film produc­
tions and to national television programs based on Biblical themes, none 
has begun to approach the creative vision and artistic genius of the Gene­
sis Project in translating the actual Word of God into such stunning audio­
visual accomplishment. 

The fact that from the very beginning of the project you made a decision 
to bring together a literal "Who's Who" of the foremost Biblical scholars 
is a testimony to the seriousness of your commitment. · Your use of their 
latest scholarly insigbts with the finest film technicians in the .business 
bas produced a synthesis of the message and the medium that, in my judgment, 
is unparalleled. 

Beyond that, you and your colleagues have wrought something that has not 
been attained before. You have in fact created a "Bi ~-lical environment," 
an opportunity for modern people to enter actually into the experience of 
the Biblical world, its values, its ideals. Thanks to the.Genesis Project, 
it is now possible for everyone - from young people to adults to senior 
citizens - to seek to achieve Biblical literacy through the use of your 
brilliant films audio-visual commentaries, and the scintillating magazine, 
Bible Times. 

RICttARD MAASS. flraident • • BERTRAM H. GOLD. Eaeculivr V1ce·Preslllenl 
MAYNARD 1. WISHNER. Cllairman. Board of Governors e MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN. Cl\ainTlan. Malionil ~ Council • HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN. Cllairman. Board o1 Trus1ees • 
-GERARD WEINSTOCK. Treasurer • LEONARD C. YASEEN. Secrelary • ROBERT L. HOROWITZ. Associate Treasurer • THEODORE ELLENOFf. Cl\a.irman. becutivr Comm1ner • 
ffDnorary Pmidents: MORRIS B ABRAM. LOUIS CAPLAN. IRVING M ENGEL. ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG. PHILIP[. HOFFMAN. ELMER L. WINTER • Konorary Vice·Presidenls NATHAN APPLEMAN. 
tlRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN. JACK A. GOLDFARB. ANDREW GOODMAN. EMERY E. KLINEMAN. JAMES MARSHALL. WILUAM ROSENWALD • MAX M. FISHER. Honorary Chairman. 
llatiollal ExecutNt Council • MAURICE GLINERT. Honorary Treasurer • JOHN SLAWSON. ExeeutiYe Vict·l'l-esidenl Emeritus • Va-Presidents: JORDAN C. BAND. Clevtland. 
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Mr. John Heyman 

Page Two 

At a time when there is such widespread concern about the decline of 
moral values, so much dehumanization resulting from crime, violence, 
terrorism and corruption, the availability of the "total educational 
package" of The New Media Bible assumes the highest relevance in the 
contemporary race between moral commitment and sheer catastrophe . 

I sincerely congratulate you on this monumental achievement, and I am 
convinced that what you are engaged in is the work of God in the midst 
of our people. I pray and hope that millions of Christians and Jews in 
this country and all over the world will recognize how central The New 
Media Bible can and must be for the uplifting of their souls and for 
the redemption of mankind itself. 

May you continue to have the strength and the resources to complete 
this historic work. 

·;~~fully yours, t\ 
\ ......... , ()-A. c.:_... \ .\ / ··-: ___ .._ __ \.. ~ ·' ... . ··-

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Interreligious Affairs Director 

MHT :RPR 



UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 
155 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK CITY 10010 

COMMISSION ON JEWISH EDU CATION 

OF 
TEACHERS INST ITU TE 

JEWISH THEOLOGICAL S EMINARY 

THE EDUCATORS ASSEMBLY 

TH E RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 

AND 

THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE OF AMERICA 

RA991 J OEL H . ZA IM AN 

CHAIRMAN 

OR . MORTON .SIEGEL 

DIRECTOR 

Mr. Cnaim Topol 
The Genesis Project, Inc. 
1271 Avenue of the Americas 
(Suite 730) 
New York, NY l0020 

D·=ar Mr. Topol: 

212 . 260-84!50 

June 21, 1977 
num nnn 1 ,.·. 

I a~ most grateful to you for the opportunity to have visited 
at the offices of The G·enesis Project recently and for the opport­
unity afforded me to view a n~-nber of the films, and related 
materials which have been developed in connection with this Project. 
I feel compelled to observe, simply in the spirit of accuracy, that 
the films and related teachers' and students' aids are. most impact­
ful, in the most positive sense • . From the educational point of 
view, the materials are very carefully o:icganized, descriptive, 
stimulating, and quite within the confines of sound transmission 
of Biblical content. To be sure, I did not see all of the materials 
but, to repeat, those that I did have the opportunity to study 
definitely warrant conunendation in terms of their functional value 
as major media to bring the Bible to a vast audience and in a 
meaningful fashion. 

I look forward to the opportunity of viewin-:r yet additional 
portions of The Genesis Project, a Project which, I feel confident 
in predicting will have a major impact on the enhancing of familiarity 
with and study of the Bible in North America. 

With all good wishes, I am 

MS/lmb Morton Sieg 1 



B. Clayton Bell 

May 26, 197? 

Mr. John Heyman 
1271 Avenue of the Americas 
Suite 730 
New Yor~, N.Y. 10020 

Dea:r John: 

It was a pleasure having you here at Highland 
Park Church to give a preview of the New Media Bible. 
I not only enjoyed seeing it, but it was a great 
pleasure to meet you. 

Your project excites me! I was thrilled u>ith 
the photographic excellence, the Biblical accuracy, 
and the aesthetic and moral good taste with which 
you are pursuing this work. I u>iZZ 'look fol'l.JJard to 
seeing each phase of your work as it is completed. 

BCB:hb 

Highland Par~ Presbyterian Church 

3821 University Boulevard • Dalla1. 'T txas 7 5 205 



,~Boord of DiscipleshlP 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P. 0. Box 840. NASHVILLE. TENNESSEE 37202 
615 327-2700 

Mr. Michael Manuel 
The Genesis Project 
145 West 58 Street, Suite 14M 
New York, N.Y. 10019 

Dear Michae 1: 

February 6, 1976 

I ·am pleased to extend my personal endorsement of the Genesis Project. 
It seems to me that the approach is educationally sound, and the scripts 
I have read seem to be consistent with the best current scholarship. The 
listing of distinguished scholars who have been asked to advise the series 
represent the forefront of biblical scholarship today, and I have every 
confidence that their participation will assure programs of substance 
and quality. 

If the production quality is equal to the very best that we see on public 
television, then assuredly the New Media Bible will become a major break­
through in religious education. In my judgment, the New Media Bible is 
a har.binger of the future. I will be pleased to cooperate with you in 
the furtherance of this project. 

Sincerely, 

Assistant General Secretary 
Education Division, Board of Discipleship 

JEA/ ce 

DIVISION OF EDUCATION 



SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 

Mr. Michael Manuel 
The Genesis Project, Inc. 
145 West 58th Street 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Mr. Manuel: 

January 30, 1976 

PERKINS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 

DALLAS, TEXAS 7 127 1 

Congratulations to you and .your colleagues on The Geneses Project. I'm 
afraid that I still haven 't yet gotten a clear view of the Project as a whole, but the 
two "episodes" that I have seen (the Abraham-Isaac-Mt. Moriah story [Genesis] 
and the Infancy Nar·ratives [Luke J) have impressed me as being very far beyond 
the ordinary best of "audio-visual" treatments of biblical texts and biblical history. 
What 1 liked most about the scripts I've read is their twin-concern for the texts and 
contexts from which they are working and yet also for "meaning" and "relevance" 
within the terms of careful and responsible interpretation. Not much less impor­
tant is the dramatic quality of the scenarios: they would make high-grade films 
that I would love to see- -I who had swore off "bible films" after too much DeMille, 
Charlton Heston (and, on the other side, the stuff provided for Sunday Schools,. 
etc.!). 

I think that my feelings that these times are ripe for a rediscovery of "that 
strange, exciting world within the Bible" is more than a professional crotchet. But 
if such a hunch is plausible, then ii is doubly crucial that the media of that redis­
covery (films, books, whatever) manage to escape from cinematic conventions in 
this genre and still maintain very high standards ("respect for the texts, " aesthe­
tic and psychological sensitivity, technical skill, beauty, drama, meaning, etc.). 
It took only two samples of Th~ Genesis Project to convince me that the venture 
holds real promises for measuring up far beyond any expectations (or even hopes) 
I had when I began on that first script. 

This adds up to an earnest hope that you and your colleagues will be en­
abled to bring the project to full fruition. We'd all be enriched by it and I, for 
one, would Qe delighted and grateful. I don't know what such a "success" may 
still require but I'd certainly like to lend any and all the encouragement to it 
that I can. It really is first-rate and deserves enthusiastic support. 

WS .,,.,,.--

Cordially yours, 

Albert C. Outler 



Wisconsin EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN Synodl 

The Genesis Project 

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Rev. Oscar J. Namann 

MilwaiJcee. Wisconsin 53208 

December 22, 1976 Residence: 463-6071 

Mr. Dean L. Gitter, Vice President 
145 West 58th Street 
New York, New York 1001.9 

Dear Mr. Gitter: 

First of all I want to express my appreciation to you for affording me 
the opportunity to preview segments of the first production of the 
Genesis Project. I was impressed with the high quality of the film and 
teaching aids. 

It is the position of our Synod that the Bible is the divinely-inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and I was especially pleased that there was nothing 
in your production which militated against this position. The visual 
portion accurately, artistically, and harmoniously reflected the King James 
Version by the voice-over. On the basis of the segments which I previewed, 
I would not hesitate to recommend it for use in our congregations or in any 
other denomination which shares our position relative to the Holy Scriptures . 

With very best wishes for the completion of the project, I am 

Sincerely yours in our Lord's service, 

({};~ M'",.~~~~..__.a.~·~v" 
Oscar J .daurnann OJN/rbs 



THE LUTHER 

Dean Gitter 
Vice President, Marketing 
The Genesis Project 
145 West 58 Street 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Dean: 

SSOURI SYNOD 

November 12, 1976 

Thanks for sharing with us the sample films and filmstrip devel- · 
oped by The Genesis Project, and your plans for the development of 
materials in this program. 

Vic Constien and I are agreed that the film narration is quite 
faithful to the biblical text. The visualizations are colorful, 
dramatic, and carefully researched. The films should certainly help 
viewers to a greater understanding of and appreciation of the biblical 
narratives in a genuine historical setting. 

The materials should be useful in a variety of adult, youth, and 
child educationel settings. 

Sincerely, 

~-~--L/---
Th~~· Earl R. Gaulke, Ph.D. 

Di~:;{' ;fit{!1~£1:ision 
The Rev. Victor Cons tien 
Director of Field Services 



SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Twentieth Ftoor 
50 East North Temple Street 
Salt Lake City. Utah 84150 
Phone (SOl) 531-2282 

Mr . Dean L. Gitter 

THE CHURCH or 
JESUS CHRIST 

OF IATTER-DAY 
SAINlS 

Vice President - Corporate Relations 
The Genesis Project, Inc . 
1271 Avenue of the Americas , Suite 730 
New York, New York 10020 

Dear Dean , 

August 2 , 1977 

August 2, 1977 

I left on vacation just after the presentation you made to the group here in Salt 
Lake and have just returned to find your letter waiting for me. I apologize 
for the delay in responding. 

I appreciate ·the opportunity to make some expression of my feelings about 
what you showed to us. Had I heard yol,lr jntent_ions when you had first determined 
to "put the entire Bible on film" I would .. have indeed been skeptical . . In fact , 
had I not seen the presentation, I wol,llQ still be skeptical! 

I don't know when I have been so positively impressed by a biblical presentation . 
Recognizing that we have some doctrinal differences with the rest of.the world, 
I found the presentatfon nothing but uplifting and edifying. All of those involv ed 
deserve only the higqest commendation for their work . 

I have not yet had an opportunity to talk with President Nelson about his feelings 
after having seen the presentation in his home, and, of course, it will take 
much conversation here in order to determine how we might best use such 
material . However, my personal feelings and my personal reaction are totally 
positiv e. I have had occasion to mention the material to several p eople and 
have always indicated the high quality and professional caliber of the parts 
I saw. 

I trust the above wUl be helpful to you. Let me express my personal gratitude 
for having been able to be present for the presentation. I am anxious to see 
more! 

Sincerely, 

Charles E . Mitchener Executive Secretary 

CEM: lw 



The General Council of 

The ASSEMBLIES of GOD 
1445 BOONVILLE AVENUE SPRINGFIELD. MISSOURI 65802 TELEPHONE {417) 862-2781 

DIVISION OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

HARDY W. STEINBER,G, National Oiree1or 

August 31, 1976 

Mr. Dean L. Gitter, Vice President 
The Genesis Project, Inc. 
145 West 58th Street 
New York, NY 10019 

Dear Mr. Gitter: 

Thank y9u for stopping with us at our international head­
quarters to introduce The New Media Bible. The representatives 
from our headquarters departments and from our colleges were 
very favorably impressed with the presentation of the episode 
f~om Abraham's life and the Annunciation as recorded in Luke 1. 

You are to be commended for the careful scholarship and atten­
tion to detail so evident in the films. The reconstruction of 
events a.s they must have occurred in Bible times should do much 
to give the viewers a better understanding of the Scriptures. 
Among the many fine features our people will appreciate is the 
fact that the narration adheres strictly to the Biblical text. 

It would seem that The New Media Bible could have many applica­
tions for the local church and the Christian school. I can only 
hope that God will .use this medium to give many more people a 
greater appreciation and better comprehension of the Bible. 

Cordially yours, 

'Ur' ,bcC:::·"--r-9~1 
/O~ i 
Hardy W. Steinberg 
National Director 

HWS:zw 



The 
Cothebral 
Chu ref} 
of St.John 
the Dfofne 

.· 16 November 1977 

Mr. John Heyman, President 
Genesis Project, Inc. 
1271 Avenue of the Americas 
Room 730 
New York, N . Y. 10020 

Dear John: 

C11tJ.,tlral Heights 

1047 A1"steroiam At>enwe 

at 112th Strut 

New York, Nrw York 10025 

(212) 678-6903 

Offict of the Deon 

Over the years a number of "Bible movies" have been made and 
each one has lacked something - either autheticity or credible 
presentation. The New Media Bible has achieved both and much 
more besides. 

Here at the Cathedral, where we welcome thousands of visitors 
from all over the globe, the New Media Bible films are pre­
sented on a daily basis and have been er.thusiastically received 
by the public. 

You have accomplished something quite unique in this genre. 
The New Media Bible is ~ scholarly work, carefully assembled 
and without doctrinal prejudices. To see historic characters 
speaking in the original tongues of Bible days and functioning 
in true-to-life situations makes the Bible what indeed it is 
a living witness to the greatest events that have ever occored 
in human history .... and in the timelessness of the Almighty as well . 

I heartily endorse your unique accomplishment and wish you 
every success. We at the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine 
have found a new and valuable tool for the transmission of 
ageless truths i~ the New Media Bible. 

Yours truly, 

Jt~ • 

The Very Reverend James Parks Morton 
Dean 

JPM:wms 



May 12, 1977 

BILL 
GLASS 
EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION 
POST OFFICE BOX 356 

·DALLAS, TEXAS 75221 

Mr. Dean Gitter . 
Director, Church Coordination 
THE GENESIS PROJECT, INC. 
1271 Avenue of the Americas 
Suite 730 
New York, NY 10020 

Dear Dean: 

Just a note to tell you t~at as I have studied and viewed the 
GENESIS PROJECT, I have com·e to the conclusion that it is one 
of the finest things I have ever seen! Obviously, there is 
nothing remotely like it in existence today. I know that 
as it continues to develop it will be even more impressiv~. 
I think there i~ a .great need, and that the quality of work 
you and all those working with you are doing is beyond debate 
the finest thing in existence ·today. 

I am watching and praying with real enthusiasm for the con­
tinual development of this projectl 

Thanks again for your extreme courtesy to me and allowing 
me to have all your materials for my use. I am sending a 
copy of my book, FREE AT LAST, which l hope you enjoy (under 
separate cover). This is the story of our PTison Ministry. 

In Him as always., with Love, 

/!] 



Mr . Ted J. Curtas 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
BUREAU OF NAVAL PERSONNEL 

WASHINGTON, D.~. 2.0370 

National Director of the Genesis Project 
4101 Dana Shores Dr. 
Tampa, FL 33614 

Dear Mr. Curtas: 

· MAR ~- 4 ,:>..,, 

As you know, I had the opportunity t:o preview a portion of "The 
New Media Bible" last November. I expressed my sincere interest .in 
this Genesis Project at that time and now add my support by recommending 
it to all. Navy Chaplains as a reverent, tasteful, artistically superior 
presentation of the Holy Scripture. 

If the quality of production in other portions of the ~ork is in 
any way equal to the films that I previewed, I feel that this material 
should be · among the resources of any chaplain who cares to use them. 
Unfortunately, this office is not in a position to provide a copy of 
"The New Media Bible" to every chaplain. I sincerely wish it were 
possible to do this. As you know, we have purchased five chests 
of the material to be used as a pilot project at various coranands 
within the Navy and Marine Corps. It is my hope that this 
exposure to the material will generate initiative among our chaplains 
to budget fnr and purchase "The New Media· Bible.'' 

·I will continue to support this presentation of the Bible and 
encourage all our chaplains, who judge the material to be useful 
to their ministry, to purchase a copy o.f this milestone effort to 
bring the wo rd of God to God's peopie. 

With best wishes, I am 

L Rear Admi , CHC, USN 
Chief of Chaplains 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
aUltEAU Oll' PR180N8 

W.UHINOTON 20534 

Mr. Ted Curtas 
The Genesis Project 
145 West 58th Street 
New York, New York 10009 

Dear Mr. Curtas: 

September 2, 1976 

RE : The New Media Bible and Correctional 
Institutions 

After reviewing some of the films of the New Media Bible and 
learning of the study materials that are part of the program, I want to 
give my full endorsement for the effort being made to make the Bible, 
the Word of God, available to people 1n this manner. 

This most complete presentation of the Bible without doctrinal 
interpretation but with full cultural and accurate factual presentation 
will be very useful in the prison setting. Some of its particular ad­
vantages are these : 

1. Many people in prison have limited reading ability but with this 
"new media" can learn the content and message of the Bible . 

2. Most inmates who are interested in Bible study want to learn the 
Word without denominational interpretation. 

3. Inmates have the time to study the Bible through this means and 
to review i t again and again . 

. 4. With the continuous flow of inmates in and out of an institution. 
there can be continuous use of these materials. 

There are 35 major facilities in the Bureau of Prisons with a ,population 
that now numbers more than 27,000. My hope would be that the New Media Bible 
could be available in all of them, provided there is a colTITlitment on the part 
of a Chaplain or other person involved in ministry who indicates interest in 
makin.g regular use of the materials, and is willing and able to provide one­
third of the cost of purchase. I believe that many of our Chaplains wil 1 
want to have the New Media Bible after learning of it . 

0 s(i:J.J L'~ ~ 
R. ·chard Sumner 
Chaplaincy Services Administrator 



Porter W. Routh. Executive Secretary-Treasurer 

Executi,re Committee 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
460 JAMES ROAERTSON PARKWAY. ~ASHVlLLE. TENNESSEE :F219 <615) 244-2355 

Mr. Dean Gitter 
The Gene sis Project 
14 5 West 58 Street 
New York , N.Y . 10019 

Dear Mr. Gitter: 

. 

March 15, 1976 

The Genesis Project impresses me as being extremely worth 
whileG It is a daring concept and can do a great deal to 
·preserve the Bible for people wl').o become increasingly de~1e:n~­

ent on the visual image . I have examined severa 1 of your 
scripts and have found them faithful to my understanding of the 
texts . 

lellan 

AM/bj 



MARK 0 . HATFIELD 
OREGON 

WJ.'SHINGTON. D .C . 

April 29, 1976 

Mr. Michael Manuel 
The Genesis Project, Inc. 
145 West 58 Street 
New York, New York 10019 

Dear Mr. Manuel: 

In a day when the actual contents of the Bible seem to be 
poorly understood, the production of the New Media Bible 
is an encouraging development. 

The strength of the Judea-Christian heritage lies in the 
actions of God in the history of ma~kind. The Bible is 
not merely a collection of platitudes and philosophical 
theories. I look forward to reviewing the continuing 
results of your efforts, for they will not only help 
people to visualize the Biblical· narrative, but will en­
able us all to realize ~new ·that God is a God of history 
and is involved in the affairs of men. 

Thank you for informing me of your work at this early 
date .- ·1 hope that the enthusiasm qf your team will grow 
with the completion of each segment of your project. May 
I encourage you to continue with the knowledge that your 
efforts will not only bring personal fulfillment but 
will help countless numbers of people to understand the 
one Book which has influenced our culture perhaps more 
than any other. 

MOH:vgr 

Sincerely, 

")_ -- , 

Mark o. Hatfield 
United States Senator 



MONDAY, JANUARY 26, 1976 

Qtbt Ntttt Dork limt.s 
A Movie Translation of Entire B.ible Begun 

To Transmit Faith to Today's ·Nonreaders 
By ELEANOR BLAU . ' ·' 

Topol. the Israeli actor who Simple Dramatlzatlons Biblical Age a Prob~ 
played Tevye in the film ,·er· The films will be simple Topol has been producing 
aion of "fiddler on the Root... dramaiiutions with some the first films in Israel f'I 
and John Heyman, a British narT&tion, most of it from the know the locations," lie ex· 
film producer, sat in an of· King James version of the , plained) and is ab0ut to shoot 
fice on West 58th Street and Sible. The voice ot God, the the Abraham scenes. Wearing 

producers hope, will be read a tan turtleneck and looking 
talked about their "Iola! ol>- by Gregory Peck. nothing like either Tevye ·or 
sessioo." There are obvious limits to anybody's idea of Abraham, 

They a.re making what they the goal of being literal. the beardless 40-year-old ac· 
call a 'film translation of the' "We're not.going to tell any- tor described some of the 
B'ble Not a Cecil 11. deMille· . one what the Gar~en ot £den .filming problems he faced, 
! · · .. · ~really' looked hke, so we as he and Mr. Heyman 

kind of . spectacular, they have an abstract Rousseau- sat in a Genesis office 
atttss. And··not .a low·bud&et like garden." explained To- whose walls were filled with 

· Bible series, such as any pol. who does not use hi1 sketches ot Eden and the 
number that have been pre>- fint na~e. Chaim, p~fes· Creation. 
duce4 for Sunday schools. 1ionally.. · Among the challenging 
· It is desi~ed to be a high· The hst ot ~~o begat problems tn portraying Abra-

uality senes of film seg· whom and l.ev1 !1cu~ ~ ham are his 1ge. He it 76 
~mts for · ttligious schools O"!itted, II!d Noah 5 story is when the account begins, 
and libraries, an attempt to anll!\ated ("! 'ff!':j h~wh~~ 100 ~~en his son Isaac. is 
preseRt virtually every bit of )1)U start H '> ld · born, and one hu to decide 

0 d T t and New asked Mr. eyman · am really how does tile man 
the esta.men . t1nd Eve are nude, but mod· lk t" ~ 1 'd 
Te~tament., without 1nterpre· esty is preserved thro~gh wa or ac , opo sa1 . 

in the ~1wironmenr whcr~ it 
happened," Topol said, add· 
ing: "Do you know, in 
Sodom 1he hills are while and 
craggy, very vicious, but 1n 
1he Judean desen they nr~ 
very round, almost feminine. 

·Wheri lshma~I is dying be· 
cause he had· no water. when 
you s~· the area, you will 
know· that to survive he 
really needs a miracle." 
Mem~rs of G~nesis sa~· 

their hom~work h~s hr.en 
fascinatine. For instance, Mr. 
Manuel disclosed in a sepa· 
rate interview that, according 
to a painting I~ an Egyptian 
tomb. ~itts in the Patriar· 
chal Period "didn't look a btt 
l!k~ Bedouin Arsbs." He 
seemed pleased. 

Mr. Heyman was exhila· 
r:ited. "lt's a terrific job,tt he 
said. "Yo" ln rn somethin: 
every day." 

tall«?"· lt is to be based o.n strategic shadows which :'Today we think of someone 
meticulous ttsearch and con- were difficult to 'get just I 00 as someone wh<> doesn't 
sultation with B!ble .scholars right. move anymore." -----------
of many denominations. ar· . Dozens · ot scholars and In the pan in which the 
oheologuts 1ll1d ~ther experts, experts· have participated in Pharaoh takes away Sara~. 
the producers said. . seminars with the group, and and then God punishe.s him 

The aJm is to transmit .the 'those interviewed said they and llis people by making 
f~th and ideas of t~~ B1b!e were impressed with 'its se- them ill, the question was 
in an age of televmon in riOllt intent and with what how to portray that illness-­
which people "don't read they had sttn of its. first what was its nature? They 
aniJnore,'" Mr. Heyman ex· ~fforta. For example, PJ:Of. are JOIYing that particular 
plained. Albert c. Outler, theolCJI~ problem', Topol said; by st.an· 

Decades of Filming Dutl at southern Methodist t,1ni· lng with "a very noisy room 
..... N Media Bible as versity i.n Dal~as. sa.id scripts 
we ew · he had read. involving Abra· with music aod people rush· 

it is called. may be complete_<! ham and ihe infancy ot ing back and forth in a very 
in 33 years, attbo.ug.h ~hat 1.s Jesus were "very high class, happy, ruling mood" and 
considered an opllml~llc estl· yet very delicate ·and rever· when the narrator says God 
mate. ent." avoidinl "the· usual punished them. "we stop ,the 

''.We'll be dead. long before tort of popularization: yet It mll,5ic and freeze e~ryth1ng, 
It's finiahtd.'' said M~. H~Y· • not a scholar's film." alDtost." . 
man emphatically, prompting Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, "People are moving very 
a wistful .glanCe from the interreligious affairs director slowly, and you know .. som~· 
JfDtle-'!'annered .Topol. .. . of the American Jewish Com· thinl is wron,. We. did this 

''W hve John · · .... instead of giving people ~-
" e may • · · mitt~. said the senes seemcu 'ri .. le makeup to loo" d1S· 
Topol remonstrated.~ plays to' be a "new , departure" u "" 

Abraham in the series. but th.at could "create a revolu- eued." . 
would like to see how t!te tion in religious education- Mr. Heyman r:i~ted a poss1· 
rut of it turns out, he · ~1d. they've .done their home- billty of explo1ung the ac-

Actu.tlly the first 10 films work." · count in which Sarah clfers 
-ranging from about 15. to The general Uiea for the her handmaiden to her hus-
20 m1n1ttes ~ach--are being ro'ect came indepen.dMtly. blf!d. Abraham, ~cause she 
produced now ·and should be Pt l~s to Topel who told believes she herself cann«?t 
ready by September. They ! :.C, h's' friend M~ Heyma.n · bear a cbild, but 11!-ter she is 
cover the- beginnings of the }~ve ~ars ago. a~d to Mi· upset when the woman be· 
Old and New Testaments-- chael Manuel former general come.s pregnant. 
the rtrst 22 chapters of Gen· er of the MetropoliUn This could be a 20th-cen· 
esl• ud tllefir'st two of Luke. ~:::a~s touring company. · tury situation. "one ~e un-

lhey will ·be offered for Mr ·Manuel got the notion in derstand v:ery '!ell, Mr. 
s;O<!O In a package.that als~ 1969 after buyi~g 8 Bi~le by ;Heyman said. adchng th~t a 
win. incl~de supponiv~ mate mistalr.e at an airport (tt was "Virginia Wooll scene be,: 
rial'- fihn~t!"PS. audio cas- billed as a best seller) and twttn Abraham and Sarah 
nttes, tttcmni and studyf naaing it all the way from definitely would not do.' 
g\lidta, to suit the needs 0 LOndon to New York. Whatever the difficulties, 
a p&!ticular church or syna- They all got together i.n topol is pleased ~? b~ por· 

· IOJll': · 1974 and tormed tbe GeneslS traying Abraham. He 1s the 
· Por e~ple, .a church t~at Project, a profit-making com· most important character f~r 
t.Jght a hteral interpretation an that is producing the me in the 9ible becau~ .he s 
ot :he Blble would. not want filr/s and oilier material and the one who really dMded 
material su~esung th~t that expects investments from himself from pagan1~.m. (tur.n· 
pa.rt.a of the Scnptures that it ban kers and other nonre· ing] to the one God, ·he sa~. 
considered literal may be Ii ious sources. They will "An imponant t.hmg is 
ee.n u merely symbolic. .or hfve s~nt nearly SS million that we are doing 1t really 
pointing out . discrepancies when they complete the f irst 
between the Bible and mod· package. spokesmen said. 
em .elence. 

~'at.. 
THE GENESIS PROJECT 

145 West 58th Street 
N~ York. New York 10019 

(2 12) ; 5/ .4834 



Scenes from "New Media Bible," 
as depicted on story boards 
from which the film <lirectors 
work. i.eft: Cain hiding from the 
sight' of God after slaying his 
brother, Abel. Above: Adam and 
Eve after _being expelled from 
the Garden of Eden. Right: Noah 
and his wife in_ a scene by Dino 
Katopoulis, an artist for project. 




