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OCT 1 0 1984 

'Civilization and the Jews'. TV series starring Eban - a. big suc~ess in the U.S. 

Davar Correspondent: 

The new T.V. series 'Civilization and the Jews' starring Abba Ebarr1; is scoring .- a .:., 
big success in the u .'s. During the first week of its being shown throughout the 
U.S. the first two chapters had to be re-broadcast at :·the request of viewers, even 
before the projection of the whole .series had been completed and before it had 
been projected in direct (Benney Sharin). 

Eban himself appeared. before ten~ of millions of viewers at the beginning of the 
series. The three movements in U. S. Jewry, the Orthodox, Conservative and Reform 
united in .a unique gesture and j,.nvited Abba Eban· to accept from·:.their representative 
"The Jewish Personality of the Yea·r" awarci' f ·or 1984, for his contribution to the 
perpetration (sic. ) of Jewish history . 

The Director of theAmerican Jewish Committee .phoned Abba Eban in the ·name· of the 
f Residents' Conference and ~old him: Despite my erferts not to exaggerate, I consider 

th±s::. series a work 9f Netz~ch Isr ael (.Israel ' s Eternity). 

Eban himself returned to Israel at the~ end' cif last week after participating in the 
inaugural events connected with the showing of. the series .. in the·,!u·~s. ,-.(He . .:;_consider&; 
'Civiliza.tion and .the Jews ' as his lifework . His popular ity i n· the U.S. is soaring. 
One woman, non-Jewish , stopped him on thestreet in New York and displaying anger told 
him: "I am very angry at the Romans . They did nqt treat you fairly" (Davar, OCtober 
10 I 1984) . 

~-.._ 

·- ·-:--: . . .i 
Ma,rc Tanenbaum/George Gruen 8 October , 1984 

The above is a rough translation of a small piece appearing in today's Davar. 
I 

The thi:r:d paragraph must be a mistake . I cannot imagin~ "the 
AJC making that phone call" . Do you know who did? ··. 

Director of the 

,-; /!. ~ 
/ ~/!~ 

f.) ' 



9 OJC THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMlmE Institute of Human Relatio~s. 165 E. 56 St., New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000 
The American Jewish Committee, founded In 1906, is the pioneer human·relatlons 
agency iri the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad, and advances the cause of Improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director ol Public Relations 

19th ANNUAL ~ETH~ 
HAY 1- 5, 1985 
WALDORF-ASTORIA HOTEL 
PARK AVENUE AT 50TH STREET 
NEW YORK, NY 10022 
(212) 355-3000 

~ 

PR£SS ROOM: VERTES SUITE, 4TH FLOOR 

CONTACT: Press- Joyce Kaplan 
Leonard Flnk 

Ralph Bass 

TV-Radio~ Randall Czarllnsky 
Halna Just 

FOR RELEASE AFTER 6 P.H. 
THURSDAY, HAY 2, 1985 

NEW YORK, Hay 2 .•• The Vlt-IET television ser ies Heritage: Civilization and the 

Jews was awarded the Amer ican Jewish Comm~ttee 's Hass Media Award at the Dinner 

of the Committee 's 79th Annual Me eting, whi ch continues through Sunday at the 

Waldorf-Astoria Hote l. 

The Award was given "in recog niti on of l eadership in promoting man's 

understanding of · his fellow-m~n through mass media, fo r .a distingu~shed record 
of journalistic excellence and commi tment to freedom of the press." 

Abba Eban, forme r Israeli Ambassador t o the Un ited States , accepted the 

Award on behalf of the program, for which he was the narrator , stating that 

"after thousands of years , the Jews stand sma11·, dispersed, vulnerable, but 

stll l i nspired by a large and s pac ious ambition, still ·hoping to see great 

visions and to dream great dreams, the people with a voice whose echoes never · 

die." 

Presentations were also made of the Committee ' s Amer i can Liberties Medal

lion to Supreme Court Just i ce William J. Brennan Jr . , and its Akiba Awards to 

Judith Rubln, President of the 92nd Street YM-YWHA, and James L. Weinberg, 

chairman of the board of the Jewish Mu seum . The Akiba Awards were for out

standing contributions to Jewish thought and culture by the institutions they 

head . 
Preceedlng the Annual Dinner, Matthew Brown, a former Special Justice of 

the Boston Municipal Court , r eceived the American Jewish Committee's Disting

uished Leadership Award. President of the Combined Jewish Phi lanthropies of 

Greater 8oston , Honorary Trustee of Beth Israel Hospital and Honorary Chairman 
for Life of the American Jewish Committee's Boston Chapter, Judge Brown is also 

a former AJC national Vice Chairman and an honorary member of its Board of 

Governors. 

American J ewi sh Committee President Howard I. Fr ledman served as Chairman 

at the reception. 

Howard 1 Fnedman. President TheO<lore Elltnoll. Cnaor. e~rd ol Governors: Allred Ii Moses. Cllair. Nal•onal E•ecu11ve Council, Roben S Jacobs. Cnau. B~rd ot Trustees 

85-960-104 Dav1dM Gordis, Emu11veVlce·Pres1denl • 
Wa,f.'ll)tcECll?c,. 2Qli M~~useus Ave., H w . WashinQtOn. D.C. 20036 . Europe hq. • 4 Rue de ta B:enfaisance. 7SDOa Pans. France • Israel hq 9 Ethiopia SI .• Jeru~a!em 95149. 1siael 

Apri) 30 ~6'~S&f.ie4 (temporaiyolhce) 16SE.56St . ~t-NV1>rl<. N.Y t0022 . Mei ... cc.CentralAmenuhq Av. E[ert•lofqoonal 533 MelltcS OF . 
C$AI .,., 
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Marc Siegel I 75 ·central Park West I New York, N.Y. 10023 

~ard I. Friedman, Esq. 
President, The American Jewish Comnittee 
165 East 56th Street 
.New York, N.Y:• 10022 

Dear Mr. Fr iednan: 

April 22,1985 

Provided that J'lCH>ne uses the word •eloquentn in introducing Abba 
Eban- it is an adjectlve that evokes a mood of immediate 
despair for him- he is cHt.:i in t o ~Y all that zhould be said, 
brilliantly,from a global ~r ;;.;f>t--<.:tivE.-, in rt:.:!3punJint;J to the 

·pres~ntat ion of thE:::. Ma.ss i•!ccli.'.1 A\·h:_i. li. of t;.l)(.: Ame::ri c.:.:in Je.w i~b 
Cornmittt:·t: ·to thE::: WNE.1.' ;;1.:1 ii:!.>, lfr:.iH';.\\.~: ...:.:iv ili~..!t iori .'.ind tl1e .J<.£ws. 

-· 
I woulC: ..blight in being present to !1e<J1· his ~(:~i?Qnsf: . . Uut that 
is not possible. I will be, on that <lat~, in Lo;-,.:7..Jn. I hppe 
that someone will reoord his re11µ1rks. 

I write not only to express my regret at being unable to be 
present, or to join with my WNET colleagues in our general 
appreciation for the award, but to thank the Committee 
specifically for its extraordinary support of "Civilization and 

· the Jews• from the inception of that project. 

In all of the six years that I served as executive producer of 
HERl'l'N:iE, and most particularly in the developmental period, the 
Committee was a resource of extraordinar:y constancy and 
versatility. I dwell with particular gratitude on the· 
enthusiastic encouragement of Morton Yarmon, who helped nia.rshal 
the support of the national Jewish organizations; of Marc 
Tannenbaum, whose guidance was particularly helpful in my first 
interviews at the Vatican: of Jim Rudin, and his colleagues, who 
helped in many interfaith areas, and in testing early reaction to 
the series. They, and many others, 'made significant 
contribu~ions to the realization of this visionary ef~ort. 

But · that, of . course~ came as no surprise to me. More thari 
thirty-five years ago, it was Milton Krents of the American 
Jewish Q;>mmittee, who guided me into writing what were among the 
first of my scripts of Jewish interest. 

Thank you for the honor you do the ·series . It is the Committee's 
achievement, ti:·v . 

Sincerely, . · 

fV\on, s.:;~~ .... 
Marc Sieget' "'7 

MS/s 

' ,. . 
L.. - ·· I ·1 •· ,/~ 

, . : .. . . . .. . J 
{ 

.. ·., / 
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WNET/Thlrteen, the producer of 
Heritage: Clvlllu tlon and the Jf!WS. 
Is proud to be associated In !his 
monumental effort with Abba Eban, whO 
serves as on-air host and commentator: 
chief editorial consult.ant. and aulhor of 
the book based on !he series. 

Who better to serve as host than Abba 
Eban7 Between 1959 and 1974. he served 
successively as Minister Without Portfolio 
In the Israeli Cabinet. Minister cf Education 
and Culture. Deputy Prime Minister. and 
finally Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. Eban's various diplomatic posts have 
ranged rrom serving as Israel's 
representative to the United Nations. Vice 
President of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations In 1953, and a dual role as 

Abbi Eban IS ine hOll. ,..,,,tor Mld 
c111<1c...-a1111ot--,,.._ _Ion_ tho_."""''""" 
....., rromWNETIThirtem Ntw Yori(. 
<Nt w1pr""*'eon~ 1elevlslon 
In ll>et••ot 1994. PhtXoaodit Oon 
P..-. 

Ambassador to the United States and Chief Delegate to the United 
Nations from 1950 to 1959. 

Mr. Eban. who graduated from Cambridge University. is a FellOw of the 
World Academy of Arts and Sciences. the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences. and the only IMng merroer of the Orators' Hall of Fame. 

"This is a dramatic sto1y. a stOI)' !that has beer) told In parchment and in 
sculpture. in writing. in music, in opera. In every medium~ says Mr. Eban 
of the forthcoming nine-part series. "It has never been told on the 
television medium as vividly as we hope to tell it'.' 

To paraphrase the Talmud. before you know where you are going. 
you have to know from where you came. 

Covt< Cl n,., 8<n lh,lhn Eiu!• 

THE WORLD ZIONIST ORGANIZATION 

ln association with 

WNET-Channel 13/Nevv Yori< 

cordially Invites you to attend 
a private buffet reception 

honoring 

Abba Eban, M.K. 

and 

WNET's 
Heritage: ClvlllzatJon and the Jews 

Sunday. September 30ltl, 1984 

515 Park Avenue 
New York City 

Reception: seven o'clock 
Preview Screening: eight-ltlirty o'clock 

RSVP 

~ 

Htfltage: Clvllla- Md the Jewa r«OU'llS lhe cnma« l(Of)' d a po!CPle whO !ht~ 
as nomadiC tlll>eS wtien ire gi«<Mig tn1)l'es d MelOpOCamla and ~ Wl!fe lhousanca d Y9S 
Old. a po!CP1e v.1'lO CleClatt'O alleglalu ID a God atJcM narute a pe<iple v.1'loSe El<o<l.is-~ 
lrom~iS a ~fa libera!lon. 

Filmed In~ d'lan ~nations on rcu corcnents. ~ capcures oYtt 3.lOO years d 
Jewish l'llSttll)' Wllhn d'le COIWCI d lht ~will <Xl1!r \.l.t5le'n ~ and s«IJlal' l7aciCl:JnS 

From !he Stoy hefc11IS d lhe Sn.11 ID lhe shores <I !he Dead Sea. from an~.., O$ho 
to the lb-nan Fon.m. lrom lhe M!boan deS«t ID tht ~Pans salon. /\bba Eban. hOSt and 
chef edCorlal consu4onl fol~. brings ID lie ctie hislay d the~ and ll1'ir Mierlce on 
and lnteracocn Wllh ~em Cl\lllllaoons. 

~iRtht ,ptl)CT<lf'llS 

A People ls Born jlt*lee'1(11 CMtt.wyBCt IDSIXlh Cent\JI}' B.C.Ej .A f'W!W po!CPle iS bOm-Wllh ilS 
patnatthS. prophels and lclngS-amld lhe andel'lt CMlllaliOns d Egypt and Mesopocamia 

The p_, of the Word fsoelh cenwry ec e to S«ond cenury c E J tn in.s SWttP'1!I eposOOe, we 
itt uie consOllda(ICl(I d the Jewlsll P'ClPle and uier law and lhe oe~ lnteracnon Wllh lhe anocni 

~andRomans 

The Shlflln9 of 'll'llclltlom lfnl ID nnn cennxiesj ThiS program Cl1lllnldes the deWUCUOn d lhe 
Seoood Tempi(', the llSe d omlarWy and l5lam. anCl. tinally. brfngs US ID !ht tmt!tgencr d J~ 
CUiture .., Europe 

The Crucllle of Europe ll'Wlth co r~ Cenn.ttSI The tulbulml and oe~ nerp&ay d 
.Ju<laiSm. OYlsoanicy and Islam wmg lhe MIClcle i".ges IS (hronoefrd r'I tlis el<CO'lg epjSOOe 

The search fMOeffvenlnc• 1149210 1789) Ths program resounds With uie busded ~ ~ 
1n l'JTmt«Sam. consianimp1e, Safed. aro vence .., the waice d lhe e;ipulSlon from Spain and 
eicpb'es the llounslWlg d l'Olsh ~ 

Ra.cit , ,..,... the Ghetto f1789ID19171 This perlOClbegnS WltlHl'lelnwsmat anoF1enc11 
~oons. coYttS me S111J991e fa JelMSl1 ~ anc1 wllneSses lhe nse d modl!tn am 
SemiOSm and lll'le br1h d Zionism 

The Golden uncl 11654 10 19321NnencalThisp-ogram15 a \'Md porual ~ ct1e JewiSh 
~ lt'l llie New \Mlf1d 

Out of the Asha 11917ID19451 The wmddlhe'20's. the t'urydNazilmand lheHoloc.aull. 
ctie tJeogn'wigs d ~onsuuctlon and a glrlm:t d,. IOI tht Mure Me~ In !his ctamaliC 
progam. 

Into the FU1Ut9 fl94S ID tht presen!J This final episode examnes lhe Clth d lhe Stated Israel. me 
pl!gt1t d $o\l1l!'t JeNry. !lie "4atJOns ~ lhe Jews d l11aet and lliose In OCl1er pam d lhe wald, 
and Ille meaning d kwt!h iclel'.llcy •Oday 
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r1··· · .·. H~RiTAGE: 
. f · ' .: : . ; CIVltlZATION AND THE JEWS . 

Foreword 

THE Public Broadcasting 
Service series '!Heritage: 
Civilization and the Jews" is 

one of television's most ambitious 
projects. From Biblical time~ to 
our own day, it carries the viewer 
through thousands of years of hls
forical, cultural and religious 
interaction. It provides a unique 
opportunity for advancing inter
religio_us understandi_ng. 

of each program are explored 
along with selected questions 
designed to stimulate thoughtful 
discussion.a!TI_ong people of all 
faiths. Television is one·of the 
worldrs most powerful. teaching 
tools-. Hopefu,lly, "Heritage: Civi
lization and the Jews" will be seen 
by millions of people; anc;i will 
reach both their heads and their · 
hearts. 

The Interreligious_Affairs · 
Dep~rtment of The American Jew- . 
ish Committee is plt~ased _to pub
lish this study guide to accompany 
the PBS series. The main themes 

t~is study guide was written by 
Rabbi Alan Mittleman; Judith H. 
Banki provided many valuable 
insights and suggestions in its 
preparation. Both are staff mem
bers of The American Jewish 
Committee's Interreligious Affairs 
Department. We are.grateful to 
Dr. Eugene J. Fisher, Executive . 
Secretary, Secretariat for Catholic
Jewish Relations, National.Con-

. . ference of Cat~oiic'Blshops, and 
the Rev. David E. Simpson, Direc
tor/ Office on Christian-Jewish 
R.e!atipns, National.Council of · 
Churches of Christ in the·U.~.A., 

for their strong support and help
ful guidance to the project. Thanks 
also go to Robert Miller, Project 
Coordinator of "Heritage; Civili
zation a·nd the Jews;'' for his coop
eration and assistance. Finally, the 
publication of this study guicte is 
made possible by a grant from 
Leonard and Phyllis Greenberg of 

· West Hartford; Connecticut. We 
deeply appreciate their com.mit
ment to this important t.mdertak
ing. 

fyiimi Alperin, Chair 
Interreligious ;\ff airs Commission 

Rabbi A. James Rudin, Director 
lnterreligious Affairs Department 

September, 1984 

; I 
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In.trod uction 

J
. QHN Donne wrote, "No man 
is an island, entire of itself." 
He:could just as well have been 
thinking of the history of the 

Je:w:s, for although the Jews have 
been.a.distinct people, they have 
never·been an insular one. Jewish 
history1is a history of encounter, 
interaction and exchange with 
other .cultures and religious tradi
tionsdt·is one of the merits of 
"l:I~fitag~: Civilization and the 
Jews:' that it portrays the career of 
the;Je:Wish people in this lig~t. 
The1series, like the_ story it relates, 
trailscends parochial interest, for 
iffthe. P.ch history of the je\o\'S, 
mµch.is discovered·about the his
tory·:ofChiistians; Of Muslims, 
indeed-, abotit the history of West
ern dviUzatioh . 

This Interreligious Study Guide 
foc;uses on those aspects of the 
Jewish interaction with others 
which have enduring meaning for 
our own time, It may serve as a 
preparation for viewing a broad
cast or as a means of stimulating 
and shaping a discussi'on after a 
program. It is hoped that this 
Study Guide will be used by 
groups who convene to view the 
series for the purpose of promot
ing mutual understanding. 

.. _ ; ............ ··-~ · .. ~ . 
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'I HE. ·m· L~, G.E l ' ... . : '!, ·· ·.' ·: . - • 
1. . , .. I . . • 
! ' : . '. •. qV1~1z:.TiaN ANo THE JEWS 

I._ ~ People is Born 

H ow a people conceives its 
.origins reveals much about 
its basic y~l.µes. The 

. ancient Babylonicms, for example, 
locat~cl their origins in supernatu
ral events: the victory celebration 
of a good goq after a battle at the 
begihnin"g of the worlct. This con
ception lent divine pt,1rpose and 
meaning to the life of the people, 
but it had one seri()l,lS flaw. Since 
the 8~byloni<ms beHeved that only 
they Were created by the god, 
they considered themselves to be 
superior to all other~;. 

2 

The ancient Israelites reacted 
against this idea, affirtning that all 
humanity was created in the image 
of one God. All humanity, not just 
one people is beloved by this God. 
The Biblical idea that all men and 
women d·escend from two 
divinely created parents confers a 
fundamental equality ahd di·gru~y 
on all persons irrespective of race 
or creed. 

If the Israelites so viewed the 
origins of.all humanity, then how 
did they make sense of their own 
birth as·a people? Although they 
held that all humankind was 
belo:ved by God and created in 
His image, they believed that as 
humanity developed it erred. 
After the fall of Babel= symboli
cally representing the soeial and 
moral failure of Mesopotamian 
culture---: God calls upon Abra
ham to migrate into the western 
wildern~ss and begin a new c!Vi!i
zation. Following the call, Abra
ham prospers. Tracing their own 
origins to the story of Abraham's 

family and followers, the Israelites 
believed that their ancestors were 
ad.dressed by God and called to 
speci~l service and obligation to 
Him through a covenantal rela
tionship. 

The insights that the Israelites 
won into their own character and 
mission were not gained without 
birth pangs and growing pains. In 
Egypt, they experi·enced profound 
suffering as well as liberation. In 
passing from slavery to freedom, 
they ~eveloped a consciousness of 
themselves.as a special people 
who would become a nation des
tined to serve one God. As a 
nation, they needed more than 
ancestral faith and inherited cus
tom, they needed laws and politi
cal instltutions. Standing at Mt. 
Sinai, they entered into a mutual 
relationship of love and loyalty, a 



covenant, with God. The Israelites 
received the Torah and promised 
to become "a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation ." Like Abra
ham, who was told that through 
him "a ll the fami lies of the earth 
shall be blessed," they believed 
that they were called as a nation to 
explore the ways of righteousness 
on behalf of all humanity. 

1. Jewish origins are tied to the 
concept of a covenant with God. 
Christians also believe tlrey /rave a 
covenant with God. How has this 
belief influenced their attitudes 
toward one another? 

2. What did the fews learn from the 
experience of the Exodus? How has 
this shaped them as a people? How has 
the Exodus influenced Christian 
thinking? 

3. What have the Jews learned from 
the prophets of ancient Israel? What 
have Christians learned? How can 
their teachings be applied today? 

3 



'I' ! HERITAGE: 1 
. . ' '_ . OVlLIZATION AND THE JEWS 

II. The Power of the Word 

DURING the long period 
beginning with the return 
to Israel from Babylonia 

and extending to the d'lsastrous 
rebellions against Rome, the Jews 
experienced the fundamental situ
atio·n that was to characterize their . 
subsequent history:· loss of sover
eignty and often, exile. The Jews 
had to learn how to keep faith 
with their Biblical covenant while 
living as a vulnerable minority, 
uprooted from their own land and 
dependent upon benevolent 
rulers for their survival. 

In this new situation, the Jews 

4 

experienced both opportunity and 
tragedy: the possibility of creative 
encounters with other cultures 
and the nightmare of powerless
ness and persecution. Two words 
for the new situation reflect this 
duality. The Greek-speaking Jews, 
representing a flourishing cultural 
synthesis, called their condition a 
"diaspora," meaning a "scatter
ing," as one might scatter seeds 
upon.new ground. The Hebrew
spea}<ing Jews followed the Bibli
cal term coined by the prophets. 
They called their condition "galut" 
(exile), derived from a root which 
means "to be exposed." Diaspora 
and galut expressed the twin 
potentialities of the new situation. 

The Jews responded to power
lessness by transforming their 
religion. Threatened with the loss 
of their land, they explored the 

terrain of the Torah with great 
intensity and turned its study into 
a "portable homeland." They 
developed their most characteris
tic social institution, the syna
gogue, where the "service of the 
heart" complemented and even
tually replaced the Temple: linked 
sacrificial rites. 1 

Convinced that God's teaching 
could always address the chal
lenges of new historical circum
stances, they evolved new forms 
of social organization which 
enabled their faith to endure in 
lands beyond the horizons of their 
ancestors. 



I. 

I 

1. What did Jews gain from 
encounters with other cultures, for 
e~tm1pfe with the Greeks? What did 
they!ose? How did the jews attempt 
to qcliieve p bplance? 

2; The Maccabean revolt was the 
f~rst u;qr:fr(history waged for reli
giqus freec1om. What lessons have 
Jews q71ctChristians drawn from this 
re.belliqn? 

3. After the rebellions against 
Roi:n.e., the Jews lost all traces of politi
cql wqe.r~ignty. Judaism developed 
withq11.f being bound to a state -
unlik~ most other world religioi1s. 
Howdi4 this characteristic affect its 
.develgpment? How diq Christianity's 
·access to.power, by becoming the offi
cial religion of the Roman Empire, 
affect'its development? 

··1 

5 
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·!'. : HERITAGE: I 
.. 

,!; .. . C:~LIZATION AND THE JEWS 

IIL The Shaping of Traditions 

U. -· NDER the leadership of 
the rabbis, the new 

. ~mphasis on ·study, prayer 
anq .the sanctification of daily life 
begam~ .prominent in Judaism. 
The Tn:iportance oft he ·hereditary 
prjestlwod and the. Temple:ritual 
h.ad c;leclined even before :the 
destrnq_tion of the Second Temple. 
As· m~ster teachers of scripture, 
the rabbis·brought the Torah to 
bear with precision on all aspects 
of inc;lividµal anq communal life. 
As social leaders, they democra
tized Ju9aism, making leadership 
dependent upon learriing.and 
p\ety:ratherthan birth. They also 
·deepened Jewish spirituality, lov
'ing!y1a9.dres5ing the majestic.Bib
lic~l King as "our Father" and 
c~Hing Je-..ys to spiritual renewal. 
They promoted a .quiet but genu
ine religious revolutien. 

·6. 

The revolution opened up a 
new.world of possibilities. Many 
versions of Jewish faith and prac
tice appeared. At a time of both 
religious ferment and political 
unrest, Jesus of Nazareth sounded 
the basic themes of the rabbinic 
movement with unusual forceful
ness. In a ·sodety convulsed by a 
brutal Roman occupation, he 
preached God's love for the 
oppres~ed., for his people were 
oppressed. Like other rabbis, he 
called for each person to confront 
his or her·own sin and turn peni
tently to God, Who - in the 
words of the psalmist- is "close 
to all who.call upon Him." 

Jesus' new accent was not so 
much in the content of his teach
ings as in his claim to authority. 
Unlike other rabbis who spoke in 
the names of their teachers, Jesus 
spoke !11 his own name C'!nd felt 
free to depart on occasion from 
traditional Jewish law. His fol
lowers gave him the title 1'Mes
siah" and belieyed ~hat he was the 
awaited king who would liberate 
his people from Roman oppres
sion and inaugurate a new age. 
For many Jews, this hope came to 
an end When Jesi,.ls was executed 
at the hands 6Hhe Romans. But 
some of his Jewish followers 
believed that he had been resur
rected and that the new age, for 
which all longed, was -about to 
commence. 
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Eventually the story of Jesus 
spread among other peoples, who 
.__ in their own way - became his 
followers. Christianity, beginning 
as a.movement among Jews! 
p~sse.d into the Gentile world. In 
the process, the Jewish context of 
J~irns' teachings and life was more 
anq.more forgotten. Thus, while 
not often recognized as such, t11e 
spiritual convictions of the Jews, 
their persistent wrestling with the 
will of God, spread across the 
Roman world and decisively 
altered-the des~ny of the West. 

· 1. Po the Jewish roots of Christian
ity hfl/p:CJiristians to understand 
Judaism? Do they help fews to under
s'tand Christianity? 

1. Both /ew.ish and Christian 
teachers were concerned with the con
ned ion IJetu;een faith in God and 
righte<.>1:1~· /iving. How did each group 
view the n1oml life? 
... 3' . . Whqt would ati early Christian 
find'fan1i!.i~r if he were t'o·enter a syn
agpgt!_? '.todqy ?· HoW-~id the Syria~ 

·g9gu~· inf/ Ufl11Ce'.the!dev.elop111eri t. of 
Christian liturgy? 

7 
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THE diaspora held both 
opportunity and tragedy, 
and the Jews experienced 

extremes of both during the Mid
dle Ages. The Jewish encounter 
with Hellenistic cul ture, begun in 
ancient times, was resumed in the 
Muslim world as Jews contributed 
to the renewal of classical learn
ing. Giants of philosophy, poetry, 
grammatical and Biblical stud ies 
enriched both their Jewish and 
Muslim audiences. Eventually, 
when their Arabic and Hebrew 
works were translated into Latin, 
often by other Jews, these scholars 
helped to promote the scholastic 
tradition of Christendom. Crea
tive cross-fertilization was the 
fruit of those Muslim societies 
which practiced tolerance. 

In Christian Europe, legal 

restrictions and popular antago
nism against Jews limited their 
crea tive impact on the general cul
ture. Moreover, beginning with 
the First Crusade, a pattern of vio
lence and massacre descended on 
Jewish communities. Pogroms fol
lowing the Black Death, forced 
conversions and mass expulsions 
decimated the European Jewish 
population. Particularly h ideous 
was the Spanish Inquisition, which 
referred to the public burning of 
heretics - including thousands of 
Jews voluntarily or forcibly con
verted to Christianity as an auto da 
fe, an act of fai th. 

Traditions of contempt and vio
lence not only wounded Jewry, 
they also disfigured the counte
nance of Christianity. Despite 
ostracism and persecution how
ever, the Jews did not cease to 
pursue lives rich in human values 
and Biblical faith. The great works 
of law, spirituality and Bible com
mentary which they produced 
remain authoritative to the present 
day. 

1. Did medieval hostility lo fews 
originate in Christian theology and 
church policy, or in social and eco
nomic relations, or in both spheres? 

2. How did the Jews of Europe 
respond to the walls of hostility sur
rounding them? How did some Chris
tian authorities, such as the pope, seek 
to check the violence of the populace? 

3. Why was Islam originally more 
tolerant of Judaism than was Chris
tianity in the Middle Ages? 

9 
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V. The Search for Deliverance 

THROUGHOUT-the Middle 
Ages, the Jews maintained a 

. strong and vibrant commu
nal life. Within _ghetto Walls, they 
achieved extraordinarily high 
rates of literacy arid learning. 
Although barred from the guilds, 
they pursued crafts such as silver
smithing and calligraphy. In the 
face:of outer adversity! they cre
ated an inner world governed by 
justice and imbued with the Bibli
cal spirit·of tzedakah! righteous~ 
ness. Drawing from their religious 
resources, the Jews fashioned a 
society which cared for its weaker 
memoers·and nourished its young. 
They learned the art of humane 
survival in a hostile world . . 

The Renaissance and the 
Enlighteriment·illumined hori
zons· beyond the ghetto for some 
Jews .. Jewfsh exiles from Spain 
found· a welcome in the Nether
lands: The s ·panish.Jews partici
"pated vigorously in Holland's 

10 

expanding mercantile economy. 
Giants of learning such as Baruch 
Spinoza contributed to the new 
philosophical culture. However, 
Spinoza's radical religious philos
ophy was rejected by his corelig
ionists. The time for a revolution 
in Jewish religious thought was 
not yet at hand. 

In.Germany a century later, 
Moses Mendelssohn also achieved 
ffime as a philosopher. Unlike 
Spinoza, however, Mendelssohn 
harrnonize.d his thought and h is 
soci~I ac:hievement with his Jew
ish background. His life's work 
was.devoted to sharing his accom
plishments with his fellow Jews. 
Dedicated to their education and 

emancipation, he worked to intro
duce modern learning and to rein
vigorate traditional Jewish study . 

The intense energy that the 
Jews had directed toward sustain
ing their communal life in the 
ghetto was also focused on partici
pati_ng in the broader society when
ever that s.ociety permitted it. For 
Western Jews, the ghetto became 
a tutor for the outside world . 

1. How di(! the intense experience 
of life in the ghetto equip the Jews for 
survival in the modern world? Can 
the ghetto experience provide us with 
any "resources for survival" in our 
troubled, moder11 world? 

2. How did the Protestant Refor
mation, Humanism and the Enlight
enment alter the Jewish situation in 
Europe? How did they affect Chris
tian self-understa11ding? 

3. Hasidis1i1 begqn in Ea$tern 
Eur.ope, which wps .largely unaffected 
by strivings for political emancipa
tion . Wnat·Were the themes of this 
111overl1ent? Does the Hnsidic way of 
life have parallels in Christianity? 

.. ; ... ~ . 
. . •· . :i=. ~.!~.:- . ·11 
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THE French Revolution and 
the conquests of Napoleon 
spread liberal ideas across 

Europe, among which were the 
concepts of national citizenship 
and individual rights. Suddenly in 
France, and then gradually in Ger
many and Austria-Hungary, the 
Jews became citizens. The slogan 
of this movement was, "To the 
Jews as individuals - every
thing, to the Jews as a group 
nothing." 
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In exchange fo r civil rights and 
legal equality, the Jews were 
expected to shed their former 
group identity and dissolve into 
the general population. The "Jew
ish people" was to have no fu ture 
in the new nation states; only the 
Jewish religion, emptied of e thnic 
and national elements, was to 
remain. Some Jews welcomed this 
proposal but many sensed dan
ger, for the Jews had never been 
merely a religious denomination, 
they had always been a religious 
civilization, comprised of people, 
language, folkways and faith. 
During the nineteenth century, 
Jews struggled to find a balance 
between the claims o f the tradi
tional life they had known for cen
turies and the new possibilities 
offered them by European soci-

eties. But whether they trans
formed, neglected or clung to 
their heritage, a new form of Jew
hatred confronted them: anti
Semitism. Drawing on spurious 
social, racial and psychological 
theories, anti-Semites opposed 
the Jews' right to live as free and 
equal Europeans. Thus, Jews 
who refused to abandon certain 
aspects of their group identity 
faced suspicion and antagonism 
for that refusal, while Jews who 
were willing to do so found con
tinued hostility and lack of accept
ance. In the contradictory world 
of modernity, the Jews needed not 
only to preserve their rich past, 
but to insure their future against a 
renewal of virulent hostility. 

1. In the nineteenth century, vari
ous expressions of Jewish religion and 
culture such as Reform, Conservative 
and Orthodox Judaism, Zionism and 
Yiddish literatur.e attempted to 
counter the pressures towlir.ds·com
plete assiJi1ilatiori aiid.shape·a modern 
/wish identity. How? 

2. As the fews of Western Europe 
equated the French Revolution and 
empire with their emancipation, lend
ing rabbis of Poland prayed for Napo
leon 's defeat. They feared that 
emancipation would bring with it dis
solution of tire traditional Jewish 
world. How have traditional Jewish 
and Christian groups (such as the 
Amisl1) coped with modernity? 

3. What are the similarities 
between modern anti-Semitism and 
tire medieval theology of anti-Juda
ism? What are the differences?·How 
have Jews defended themselves against 
anti-Semitism? 

13 . 
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VII. The Golden Land 

J
EWS have embraced the Amer
ican social experiment with 
passion. In no other la'nd of the 

diaspora have Jews been so at 
home. Successive waves of immi
grants quickly perceived that the 
American values of pluralism, 
democracy and religious tolerance 
provided a set of conditions under 
which Jewish life could flourish . 
Yet tolerance, a·hallmark of the 
American political culture, is really 
an inadequate word to describe 

14 

the reality of JewishrChristian 
relations. Strictly speaking, "toler
ance" implies the de~ision of a 
majority group to allow the exist
ence of a minority group. Not 
only does such a notion fail to 
describe our system of constitu
tional guarantees of freedom of 
religion, it also falls short of con
veying the concept of pluralism, 
which encourages groups to 
maintain their own identities 
while participating hilly in the 
larger society. This hospitality to 
group d ifferences, which came to 
replace the "melting pot" notion 
that all differences would resolve 
into an American amalgam, has 
allowed for the flourishing of a 
rich variety of religious and cul
tural identities in the United 
States. Pluralism has created a 
framework for Jewish-Christian 
cooperation and dialogue in 
America. ~et against the grim 

background of almost two thou
sand years of animosity, it is one 
of the most hopefLtl pro~ucts of 
the Am~rican social experiment. 

1. What challenges have Jews faced 
in commoii with other immigrant 
communities in entering the Ameri
can mainstream? 

2. How has American life influ
enced Judaism? Christianity? What 
common problems do both religions 
face today? What opportunifies are 
there for fews ~nd Christiaiis·to enter 
into dialogue ivith !!ach other in your 
community? 

3. In what ways have Jew~ a,rd 
Christians mutually enriched one 
a11otl1er in America? In wlrat ways · 
have Jews and Christians enricl1ed 
American life? 
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0 F eleven million innocent 
victims murdered by the 
Nazis during the twelve

year nighfmare of the Third ,Reich, 
six million were Jews. More than a 
thousand years <?f J ewisl) life fn 
Germany came to a sudden end. 
Entire jewish cultures from.the 
Mediterranean to the North Sea 
perished. The Jewries of Western 
and Eastern Europe were literally 
reduced to ashes. Although the 

Jews had known countless perse
cutions in their long history, none 
was as sustained and demonic as 
the Holocaust. Never before was 
the ~ritire apparatus of a modem, 
t~<;hnological state directed toward 
the goal of annihilating an entire 
people. Can the ic;leas.of "hurnan
ity1' and "civilizati.on" ever 
recover from this trauma? Ger
many had long been considered a 
guardian of both, " the land of 
poets and thinkers." 

The Holocaust raises funda
mental questions increasingly 
asked by persons of faith. How 
could it have happened that so 
many who considered themselves 
Christians did not·resist the anni
hilation of the Jews? Where was 
the Christian conscience? Why 
did some Christians permit the 
destruction of their Jewish neigh
bors while others risked their lives 
to save Jews? Where ~ere Chris-

. tian ethics? Wflere was humanity? 
Where was God? 

1. To what extent did centuries of 
Christian anti-Semitism pave the way 
to the Holocaust? 

2. Is it possible/or Jews or Chris
tians to continue to speak of God's love 
after the Holocaust? Why were some 
Christians among the victims and res
cuers, and others among the perse
cutors? 

3. What are the lessons of the Holo
caust for Jews? For Christians? For all 
Americans? What lessons can be 
learned from the deeds of "righteous 
Gentiles?" 

17: 
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IX. Into the Future 

EVER since the beginning of 
the diaspora, Jews have felt 
strong ties to the Land of 

Israel and prayed to return to it. 
While there has always been a 
Jewish presence in the land, and 
there were periodic a ttempts 
through the ages to return to it, 
the idea of a mass return was tied 
to the messianic future and taken 
out of the realm of human initia
tive. Jews prayed daily for the 
coming of that era and the restora
tion of Zion as their land and 
state. In the nineteenth century, 
European Jews began to recon
ceive this millennial longing. Faced 
with enormous pressure on the 
one side to abandon their culture 
and peoplehood, and mounting 
anti-Semitism on the other, some 
Jews decided that they must take 
history into their own hands . 
Rather than wait for the Messiah 
to facilitate their re turn, they 
would initiate their own liberation 
movement, Zionism. The Zionist 

18 

idea was a strategy for Jewish sur
vival and renaissance in the mod
ern world , rooted in the soil of 
traditional Jewish hopes and pray
ers. The founding of the State of 
Israel in 1948 gave political reality 
to the vision. 

The State of Israel provides 
enormous opportunities and chal
lenges for Jews. Jews now have a 
"living laboratory" in which to 
explore the possibilities of con
temporary Jewish life and to build 
a complete Jewish civilization. 
The Jews of Israel face enormous 
political, moral and religious 

questions with an urgency com
pounded by the external threat to 
their survival. Nonetheless, in 
only a few decades they have 
developed a vibrant and versatile 
culture organically rooted in their 
ancestral land. 

Christians face challenges and 
opportunities with respect to 
Is rael as well. For centuries, the 
Church taught that the Jews lived 
in exile because they did not accept 
Jesus as the Messiah. What does 
the reestablishment of a Jewish 
commonwealth now mean? Israel 
has changed both Jewish self
understanding and the traditional 
stereotypes others have had of 
Jews. 

1. Jn what ways has the existence 
of Israel changed the ways in which 
fews think about themselves? /11 which 
Christians think of fews? 

2. What concrete steps cn11 Ameri
can fews and Christ inns take to work 
for peace in the Middle East? 

3. How would you respond to the 
charge made by Israel's enemies that 
Zionism is racism? 
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