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"'£he Economics ·of Equali t;/1
! . 

Ueetir.ig held Hay 1.6 : Edward D. Moldover (New York) presiding 

Agenda: Where dot?s A;J_C belong_ in controversies over· welfare 

problems? Should. we support Fe<l.erCllization of welfare? iricoi.T:e 

. d"laintena.nce? j~l?:: _ _!::.;~j:!~.~E~~-fSJi_.!!l_'?_~.~-e.r::.s_? day care centers?'. the 
... . ' . . 

concept of goveri1E1ent ·as tlie . er.1ployer of lust resort? . What can 

i\JC do to head off conflicts. betwecn·Jewish w~lfare professionals 

c..nd. we.l~~:r:e Gt}~~~.s 9r \~PX:.fers o!,· othe,r backgrounds--blacks, 

~uerto ~icans ~~ 
1 

I~~exicans, -A.~~ric~~- ··I~df·~~~?· : '- . . ·:·. . . .. . . 

Sense of the meeting• ?).JC has · a definite role to .Pla.y in problems 

of ·the ·poor; s "houid involve . itself. mere intens'ive1y and spec::::ifi-

c.ally with social \·1elf aro issues. 

A. ~:t.atert"ient calling ·for·~·such involvement is adop:ted; s"ecific 
-~----

12rograrn recor::rne.ndations to be referred to Domestic Affairs 

Cor.miittee . 

Conclusions! 

.. ... 

Launch an educa.tional prog?;am to di~p~l old_~about pµblic 

welfare / among AJCers. and others . . _ . . ---- . ' . . ~ -:- - · · 

Influence and su02ort constructive- changes in welfare syster~t ; 

help develop new approaches. 
, 

·" 

Aid th~. Jewis!~ poo~---''the 'Other Arnerica' of ·· the Jewish 

cornmunity. 11 
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De~k -

Non-1ay­

Swedeno 

-- I 

Percentage of net national :iiicom s:pent _ ·on S0cial Welfare 

l.5% 

11.(:t( 

17.l % 



GNP - $846 Billion 

Median Familv mcome - $8,000/yr. 
($2,000 more than Swden) 

Affluence Everywhere 
60 million autos 
70 million 'DI sets (10 million color) 
$500 billion common stock 
2/3 U.S. families own homes 

In midst affluence another nation: /170 million not poor/ 
29,700,000 below poverty line (3 ti.pies population of Belgium) 
family of four on $3,335 

10 million Americans Chronically malnourished 
poor 15% U.S. population - 2 out of 3 white 
11 million rural poor - 9 .million are white (2 million catinos) 

70% of nation's citizens live in cities, towns - more than 60% urban 

nearly 1/2 are 2i or younger; 1/4 55 or older 

1/3 of all Amer:fmns 65 or older - 5,400,000 are poor 

Westchester - of 212,000 families (1 of wealthiest) 44,000 are poor 

1/2 America's poor live in 16 southern and bord~r states (which hold 
less than 1/3 of total U.S. population) 

$ince 1940, 4,000,000 Negroes and uncounted poor whites lef t for north. 

ijunger, U.S.A. - inadequate nutrition can ac~ount for organic brain 
damage, retraded growth and learning ra~es, increased vulnerability 
to disease, withdrawal, apathy·, al,.ienation, frustration and violence." 

Infant mortality rate at high-among poor 
active T.B. 4x greater 

Unemployment 3.5% for U.S., 100 cities among poor. 7%. 71% of 
poor have 4 or more children (vs. 1.35 for U.S.) 2/3 poor married, 
live with husbands - 1/2 husbands do not hold regular jobs. 

other 1/2 hold full-time that do not lift above poverty (40% 
are illegitimate 

Oppression - credit furniture, dentists, opticians 
supermarket (pay twice as much for 
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$8 billion a year spent - reaching 8 million poor holding action. 

17 to 57 costs $140,000 - argue for guaranteed annual wage • 

. ·. 
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