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-_"mhe Economics of Equality” .

eetlng held hay 16: Edward D, Moluovcr (hcq York} pres' 1n

Agenda: Where does AJC belong in controversies over welfare .

problems? Should ve support Federalization of'welfaie? income

Agalntenonce? job tralriru for mothers? day care centers? the

concept of government as tne emnloyer of last leqovt? What can

AJC do to head off'conflicts between-Jewish welfare professionals

.and welfure ClJans or workers of otﬁer bacxgrounesﬂ—blacas,

_-—J
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-Puerto Ricans, dexicans, hmericaﬂ Ind;ans?

Sense of the meeting: AJC has a definite role to play in problems

of‘the'poor} should involve itself mere intensively and specifi-

cally with social welfare issues.

A statement calling for~such involvement is adopted; gpecific

program rCCOﬁmC“Qatlcﬂ" to ke refcrrﬁd to Domestic Affairs

Cormittee. .

Conclusions:

-- Launch an educational program to dispel ola ryths abcut public

wel fare, among AJCers and other S. .

. «~ Influence and support constructi?e-changes in welfare systein;

)

help develop new approaches.

-~ Aid the Jewish poor--"the 'Other America' of-the Jewish

community.”
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Percentage of net naticnal income spent on Social Welfare

Dermark - 15%
Norway= 11.68

Swedeno 17.1 ¢



GNP - $846 Billion

Median Family Ificome - $8,000/yr.
($2,000 more than Swden)

Affluence Everywhere

60 million autos

70 million TV sets (10 million color)
$500 billion common stock

2/3 U,S. families own homes

In midst affluence another nation: /170 million not poor/
29,700,000 below poverty line (3 times population of Belgium)

family of four on $3,335

10 million Americans Chronically malnourished

poor 15% U,S. population - 2 out of 3 white

11 million rural poor - 9 million are white (2 million catinos)

70% of nation's citizens live in cities, towns - more than 60% urban
nearly 1/2 are 21 or younger; 1/4 55 or older

1/3 of all Amerimns 65 or older - 5,400,000 are poor

Westchester - of 212,000 families (1 of wealthiest) 44,000 are poor

1/2 America's poor live in 16 southern and border states (which hold
less than 1/3 of total U.S. population)

Since 1940, 4,000,000 Negroes and uncdunted poorlwhites lef t for north.

Hunger, U.S,A. - inadequate nutrition can account for organic brain
damage, retraded growth and learning rates, increased vulnerability
to disease, withdrawal, apathy, alienation, frustration and violence."

Infant mortality rate at high among poor
active T.B. 4x greater

Unemployment 3.5% for U.S., 100 cities among poor. 7%. 71% of
poor have 4 or more children (vs. 1.35 for U.S.) 2/3 poor married,
live with husbands - 1/2 husbands do not hold regular jobs.

other 1/2 hold full-time that do not lift above poverty (40%
are illegitimate '

Oppression - credit furniture, dentists, opticians
supermarket (pay twice as much for




o
$8 billion a year spent - reaching 8 million poor holding action.

17 to 57 costs $140,000 - argue for guaranteed annual wage.
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