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coming as one might have hoped,"”
he said. ““We have not always been
maodels of pluralism and tolerance.
Orthodox Jews will have to learn 1o
be more civil in their rhetbric, more
respectlul in their approach,” more
conscious of their responsibility to
‘love thy neighbor as thyseif.” ™

But beyond the extended hands of
friendship and the dramatic shift in
tone, Schindler and Lamm came to
identical conclusions:

The problems that American
Jewry faces are serious but not un-
precedented, they both said. Dif-
ferences in religious understanding
cannot be bridged, so Jews will have
10 learn to live together despite their
differences, they agreed. Both urged
an end to rhetorical harshness and an
effort to solve those problems which
could be resolved. Each was I

posal for a national beth din, or
religious court, comprised of three
judges “'chosen on the basis of
scholarship and personal halac
observance, not institutional affilia.
tion. Rabbis who are expert and per
sonally observant may be authoriz-
ed 1o serve.” This rabbinic body
would be able 1o rule on all Jewish
divorces and conversions, with the
coop jon of all Jewish d
tions, Lamm proposed.

The words were chosen carefully.

Twice, Lamm indicated that it
would be the individual rabbi and
not the institutional affiliation that
would be at stake. He left the door
open for others to participate,
specifically recalling that the authori-
ty of the late Rabbi Boaz Cohen of
the Jewish Theological Seminary was

ly forthcoming.

Lamm walked an ideological
tightrope with remarkable grace. He
is subject to attack from his own
right wing for being too conciliatory
toward movements it regards as
heretical. On the left, he is expected
1o reach out and embrace his fellow
Jews. Lamm's problem is both
theological and pragmatic.
Pragmatically, he knows that he
must work with non-Orthodox Jews
and their rabbis, Yet theologically,
how does one work with these Jews
without abandoning the tenets of Or-
thodoxy that deny the validity of
deviant forms of Judaism?

It is an egregious error, Lamm
argued, to deny the functional validi-
ty of Reform, Reconstructionist and
Conservative Judaism. “‘Facts can-
not be wished away...and the facts
are that the Reform, Conservative,
and R 3o %

recognized. His gittin were accepted
by the Orthodox Rabbinical Coun-
cll of America and its leader, Rabbl
Joseph Soloveitchik,

Lamm clearly understood the im-
plications of his proposal. *'Many of
my Orthodox colleagues will not go
along because of the implied
‘recognition’ of non-Orthodox rab-
bis," he said. "'But they have to
acknowledge the need to alleviate un-
told personal suffering by accepting
purely halachic stands and not being
distracted by organizational/
denominational considerations.

The response to Lamm's proposal
was positive. **It's a good start, and
1 hope he doesn’t back away from
it when he faces the Roshel

Yeshiva,” said one Orthodox partici-
pant, referring to the ofien right-
wing yeshiva heads.

Proposal on Divorce

Somewhat cliptically, Lamm also

are not only more numerous...but
they are vital, powerful, and
d ic; they are i to
Jewish survival," Lamm said.
Furthermore, “from a functional
point of view, non-Orthodox rabbis
arc valid leaders of Jewish religious
communities.""

If non-Orthodox Jews ‘‘are
sincere, if they believe in God, if they
endeavor to carry out the conse-
quences of their faith in a consistent
manner—then they are religious peo-
ple,” said Lamm.

Such leaders have spiritual digni-
ty, he acknowledged, but he would
not concede their legitimacy. “The
criteria of such legitimacy is the
halachah, the fundamental accep
ance of the Torah's divine origin,"
Lamm said.

Had his speech ended there, one
Conservative rabbi said, *it would
have been a letdown, He went as far
as he could to reach out to other
Jews—yet it was not far enough.”

Bold Proposal
But Lamm introduced a bold pro-

proposed a halachic solution to the
problem of mamzerut. Deliberately
omitiing Conservalive rabibis, ne

Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of
the Relorm movement's Union of
American Hebrew Cong “

O Rabbi Nerman Lamm, presi-

have more than once induiged in the
anger of the outcast, using words and
invoking images and bitter analogies
which | now regrer."'

the unity of the people of Israel, and
ahavat Yisrael, the love for fellow
Jews each Jew is commanded to
nurture,

“The enemy always knew who
was a Jew," he said. ""Our genera-
tion is privileged to define for itsell
what we are.”” Wiesel urged each
mavement to be critical of itsell and
compassionate toward the others,
And he recounted his experiences of
Jewish unity, in *‘the kingdom of
night,”* where all Jews were one as
concentration camp inmates, in
Moscow where Jews reached out for
each other and for the past of [srael,
and in liberated Jerusalem, where
generals and rabbis celebrated the
reunification of an ancient people
with the eternal city.

Speaking as a Reconstructionist,
author Silberman reviewed what was
right and wrong with each of the
movements. He suggested that Or-

dent of Yeshiva University; 'Orthodox
Jeaws have nol always bean as forih.
coming as one might have hoped. Wa
have not always been models of
pluratism and tolerance. "

power in the community, by regar-
ding them as the ‘authentic Jews,” "'
Cohen said, "The present alarm
grows out of the increasing asser-
tiveness of Reform Judaism and the
fecision of Orthod o I
them head on.'*

One rabbi, alarmed at the grow-
ing signs of polarization and disuni-
ty, said: **It's ironic that the one
thing each of the denominational
leaders could agree upon was that the
threat of disunity was not as bad as
‘we thought. Are they trying to shirk
responsibility for a situation they
helped create?" he asked.

The final word went to the man
who initiated the conference and
who first rang the alarm of a schism.
Yitz Greenberg demonstrated that
his thinking had moved far beyond
the denominational leaders. Like
Norman Lamm, Greenberg was both

thodox tr halism was p "
Orthodoxy is now holding its own,

asked Reform and R
rabbis to “explain expli
people they are marryin,
do so according 1o their understand-
ing of marriage law...and not in ac-
cordance with Orthodox law." He
also pleaded that these liberal rabbis
insist on a ger before officiating at
the remarriage of someone first mar-
ried in an Orthodox ceremony,

He thus alluded to the view pul

Silberman said. “But it is too early
to tell if it can expand its base. And
American Orthodoxy cannol remain
unchanged. It is impossible (o predict
what impact the women's movement
will have,” he said with a smile.
American hedonism and emphasis
on scif-fulfillment will also have its
impact, he warned,

Cohen dissented from the working

forth by Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, the
revered Orthodox halachic authori-
ty who died the same week, that
Reform marriages are not marriages
by Orthodox standards; thus even
without a religious divorce after the
breakup of a first marriage, there
need be no fear of mamzerud from
a second marriage since no first mar-
riage, as understood by the Or-
thodox, took place to begin with.
In u sense, each participant played
the role assigned to him. Elie Wiesel
was poetic and pleading. He re-
viewed the tradition of clal Yisrael,

hypothesis of the fi that
Jews were divided. **There has never
Ibeen as much unity in Jewish history.
We have never been a unified peo-

logical and ic. He sug-
gested nothing less than an Orthodox
theology that is open to religious
pluralism, that accepts the legitimacy
of the other denominations with love
and respect and takes seriously the
issues of modernity, authority,
autonomy, personal integrity and
equality that non-Orthodox Jews
raise.

Greenberg proposed a practical
program of intra-religious dialog
**The American Jewish community
spends more than $10 million a year
on inter-religious dinlogue and less
than | percent of that sum on intra-

eious dial " he sxclaimed

ple,"* Cohen told his audi “We
have achieved a unity which is un-
precedented, It is centered around
the fuct of the State of Israel, which
has done more to unify Jews than
any single phenomenon.*

Why then the fear of disuniiy?
Cohen asked, “The Orthodox are
raising the issue because of their in-
creased power in the Siate of
Israel...and because American
Jewish lnity have sccorded them

A communal professional at the
conference, who attends Jewish
meetings regularly, summed up the
conference best. “"All the tough
issues were aired, but we knew what
they were. The fact that the four
talked to each other s a hopelul sign.
Calling a truce in the war of incivili-
ty and introducing a tone of respect
is @ true measure of progress.”
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here Be One
ewish People

\ By the Year
20007

LEADERS PUT

FORTH BOLD
PROPOSALS FOR
UDAISM’S FUTURE,

BY MICHAEL BERENBAUM

PRINCETON, N.J.—In single
order file, if not together in dinlogue,
leaders of American Judaism's four
denominations gathered here March
16-17 to probe the question, "*Will
There Be One Jewish People by the
Year 20007

Convened by Clal, the National
Jewish Center for Learning and
Leadership, the conference was the
brainchild of center president Rab-
bi Irving Greenberg.

An Orthodox rabbi ofien critical
of his movement, Greenberg first
sounded the alarm of a potential
schism in worid Sewry in an inffuen-
tial and widely circulated paper. He
has since pressed on, advocating the
urgent need for intra-religious
dialogue  between Jewish
denominations—a  call that has
historically met with little success, or
even interesi on the part of many,

The Princeton conference
4 a small mi in
G o [N |- 1, A Tlwed

was a cross section of communal
leadership fiom Orthodox, Conser-
vative, Reform, Reconstructionist
and secular backgrounds. Among
them were former United Jewish Ap-
peal chairmen and Federation of-

and within minutes everything that
had taken place behind close doors
was revealed.
Divislve Issues Clear

The issues threatening Jewish uni-
ty were clear to all: There is a grow-
ing polarization within American
Jewry between Orthodox and non-
Orthodox Jews caused in part by
significant ic changes and
bold initiatives by liberal Judaism.

Belore long, many fear, commit-
ted Jews from different denomina-
tions will not be able to marry one
another or even be recognized as
Jews by many other Jews. Worse
yet, there is a growing thunder of ex-
tremist rhetoric which makes
dialogue—let alone i

difficult.
Three problems of p | status

Rabbi Ira Siiverman, presidént of the

are central to the debate: divorce,
eonversion, and patrilineal descent,

Orthodox and Conservative
Judaism require that a religious
divorce document known as a gef be
issued along with a civil divorce
Ivefore a party is free to remarry. The
ger may only be initiated by the hus-
band. If a woman remarries after a
civil divorce, but without a get, the
children born of such a union are
considered mamzerim—illegitimate.

ficers, rabkis, schol
ey e 1 1 pmres‘

Under ditional Jewish law, or
halacha, they may marry only other

sionals and laypersons.
Lending Lights of Judalsm
They came to hear some of the
leading lights of American Judaism.
Three were presidents of their move-
ment's semiaaries: Orthodox Rabbi

mamzerim, with the same applying
1o their descendents.

In contrast, Reform Judaism does
not require & religious divorce and
Reconstructionists do not follow the

Norman Lamm of Yeshiva Univer-
sity, Rabbi Gerson Cohen, retiring
chancellor of the Conservative move-

i i la for a ger. Even
some religious divorces writlen by
Conservative rabbis are not recogniz-
ed by segments of the Orthodox

ment’s Jewisy Theol Y
and lra Siverman, who is com-
pleting a five-year term as president
of the Recosstructionist Rabbinical
College. The fourth was Rabbi Alex-
ander Schindler, the fiery leader of
Reform Jewry's Union of American
Hebrew Congregations.

They wers joined by writer Elie
Wiesel, whe speaks in the name of
an experiense that made no distine-
tions amorg Jews, and Charles
Silberman, whose widely acclaimed
work, A Certain People, has

blished him as a distinguished in-
terpreter of American Jewry.

But it was not a dialogue,

The speakers appeared sequential-
Iy, never to occupy the same plat-
form or dais, Was it a concession to

Divorce rates are rising—and Jows
have the highest rate of second mar-
riage of any ethnic group—so the
problem of memzerur is growing
geometrically as many nonm-

F College,
criticized Orthodox Rabbi Norman
Lamm for not appearing with him on the
same platform: “"Am | not Jowish? Am
| traife? That's the way it leals."

accept ps Jews children of marriages
in which the father alone is Jewish,
if the child is brought up as a Jew
and identifies with the community in
concrete ways, such as becoming bar
mitzvah, This stand, known as
patrilineal descent, is an anathema (o
Conservative and Orthodox
Judaism, which hew to the tradi-
tional criterion conferring
Jewishness only upon those born of
a Jewish mother. Others must con-
vert, according to traditional prac-
tice. These more traditional
di inati reject the Jewish

of a whole new class of people be-
ing welcomed as Jews by the
Reform.

The rate of conversions and mixed
marriages is skyrocketing. Cautions
estimaltes indicate thal more than
10,000 people a year become Jews by
choice—mostly in Conservative and

Reform ceremonies unrecognized by
it p

traditional Jews produce children in
their second marriages that tradi-
tionally observant Jews will not con-
sider for marriage. Eventually, some
fear, Qrthodox Jews will consider all
mon-Orthodox Jews suspect as mar-
riage partners, unless they can show
& family history untinged by
mamzerut.
Conversion Dispute

Disputes surrounding conversion
are equally divisive. Orthodox rab-
bis in the United States and the state-
sponsored rabbinate in Israel do not

ora w0
insure civility?

The event was closed to the
press—at least untll after the four in-
stitutional leaders—Lamm, Cohen,
Schindler and Silverman—had
finished speaking. But by noon
Monday, March 17, when Silberman
rose 1o comment on what had hap-
pened, the conference was opened—

non-Orthodox conversion,
even where the halachi i

Or and the intermarriage
rate is at least one in three. With

Schism? What schism? asked Consar-
wvative Rabbi Gerson Cohen, chancefior
of the Jewish Theological Seminary:
“Thare has never been as much unity
in Jowiah history. . Il is centerad
around the fact of the State of Israal.”

man criticized Lamm for not appear-
ing on the same platform. "1 am
troubled that we have to speak in a
series, never appearing together, Am
I not Jewish?"' Silverman asked.
“Am | froife? That's the way it
feels.”

He was adamant in his critique of
Orthodoxy's sexism. *'Reconstruc-
lionism comes (o positions not
because of salability but on princi-
ple. Our fundamental devotion fo
equality requires a commitment lo
patrilineal descent.'” Silverman
called upon Orthodox and Conser-
vative Judaism to consider change.

Schindler Apologizes

Words of consolation and the
hapd of friendship were extended
from the extremes. Schindler was
sell-critical. *In my volleys with Or-
thodoxy," he said, **I have, in the
heat of response to what | saw as an
aitack, more than once indulged in
the anger of the outcast, using words
and invoking imazes and bitter

logies which | now regret.”*

Jewish men i rying twice as
often as Jewish women, the problem
will only intensify.

There was a feeling of discomfort
among ithe four denominational
presidents. Until the last moment,
the attendance of these four at one
conference on Jewish unity was
uncertain, Lamm arrived late and
was not present for Schindler's
speech, He apologized, saying he had
gotten lost, Others regarded his
absence us “diplomatic.”

POERE

Some months ago, Schindler ac-
cused Orthodox leaders of practicing
“selecizia,"* the word used by the
Mazis for the selection process of
who was lo live and who was to die
at the concentration camps. But
unlike the Orthodox, Schindler said,
the Nazis never distinguished Jew
from Jew.

Without retreating from the posi-
tions he advocated, Schindler
upologized for the tone of some of

of circumcision and mikvah, or
ritual bath, have been followed.
Even some Conservalive rabbis do
not accept the validity of those
Reform conversions that do not
follow traditional practice.
Compounding this problem, in
1983 the Reform movement voted to

each rep "
movement and ofien spoke as
though in the name of the d i

d his **1 have responded in
kind 1o the zeal of Orthodoxy’s most
X1 kesp using their

tion they represented, each leader
was carclul 1o indicate that he spoke
for himsell alone,

The statements they made were
not without risk.

There were harsh words. Silver-

scorn as an excuse for not truly striv-
ing 1o lessen the pain of others," he
said,

Lamm was equally candid and
eritical of his movement. **Orthodox
Jews huve not always been as lorth-
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One of the more important issues of the .
day in the American Jewish community is
the widening schism among the various
branches of Judaism. We have given the
ongoing story a good bit of coverage,

inning last July with a cover story by
Rabbi Yitz Greenberg on whether or not
there will be one Jewish people in the year
2000.

This week we call our readers’ attention
to'a story (see page 40) on a recent con-
ference sponsored by CLAL (the National
Jewish Center for Learning and Leader-
ship), an organization headed by Rabbi
Greenberg, which brought together some

“of the key leaders of the Orthodox, Con-

servative, Reform and Reconstructionist
movements in this country in an effort to
have them engage in dialogue and address
thorny theological questions that, if left
unanswered, could result in the irreparable
split of the Jewish people.

~ The format of the conference had the
leaders of each movement deliver a pre-
pared speech, but they never appeared on
the dais at the same time and there was
no dialogue. Still, given the climate of
alienation, it was an accomplishment just
to have them present and offering their
suggestions to promote a renewed sense
of Jewish unity.
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Calling For A Truce
In The War Of Incivility

The leaders of the major denominations addressed a two-day con-
ference on the growing schism within Judaism. And though they
didn’t engage in dialogue, it was a start.

STAFF REPORT
Special To The BartimMore JEwist TiMes

1

.“"__f

RABBI NORMAN LAMM: Called
for the creation of a National Bet

DR. GERSON COHEN: Disagreed
with the premise of the
conference, asserting that “‘there Din.
has never been as much Jewish

RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER:
Defended patrilineal descent but
apologized for the tone of some
statements about the Orthodox.

IRA SILVERMAN: No one group
has *‘a monopoly on truth.”

RABBI YITZ GREENBERG: Called
for a major expansion of intra-
Jewish dialogue and more
tolerance and respecl.

Princeton, N.J. — They
came together to speak, the
leaders of the Reform, Con-
servative, and Reconstruc-
tionist movements and the
president of Yeshiva Univer-
sity, and though it was less
than a dialogue — they gave
prepared and never ap-
peared on the dais at the
same time — it was still a ma-
jor advancement in the cause
of Jewish unity.

There were harsh words
and there were words of con-
ciliation and in the end, sev-
eral proposals emerged that
will now be studied carefully,
ran‘fing from an Orthodox
leader’s call for a national
religious court to a Reform
leader’s suggestion that the
rabbis of each branch ex-

change pulpits.

The occasion was the first .

annual critical issues con-
ference sponsored by CLAL
(the National Jewish Center
for Learning and Leadershigl.
an organization headed by
Rabbi Yitz Greenberg and
dedicated to Jewish unity
and leadership education.

AN RAI TIMNRE . IFWISH TIMFES

More than 250 of North
American Jewry's most
prominent lay, rabbinic and
rofessional leaders were on
d for the two-day session
in an effort to op prac-
tical solutions to the widen-
ing gulf separating the dif-
ferent denominations within
Judaism.

Participants were told at
the outset that the goal was
not to come up with a pana-
cea but to “nurture passion-
ate advocates for unity"’ and
to take a stand against
polarization.

Among the proposals was
Rabbi Norman Lamm’s call
for the creation of a National
Bet Din, comprised of three
judges “chosen on the basis
of scholarship and personal
halachic observance, not
institutional affiliation.”

Dr. Lamm, an Orthodox
leader and president of
Yeshiva University, was
aware of the implications of
his proposal. “Many of my
Orthodox colleagues will not
go along because of the im-
plied ‘recognmition’ of non-

unity™ as now.

Orthodox rabbis,” he said.
“But they have to acknowl-
edge the need to alleviate un-
told personal suffering by ac-
cepting purely halachic
stands and not being dis-
tracted by organizational
/ denominational considera-
tions."”

In his presentation, Lamm
sought to walk a delicate
balance between the right
wing Orthodox who would be
critical of any conciliatory
moves towards the other
branches, and the left wing
and centrist Orthodox who
would favor dialogue with
fellow Jews. Said Lamm:
“We must try our best within
the limits of our integrity to
search for Jewish unity. No
amount of -will postur-
ing will resolve the problems
facing Jews today. Although
there can be more than one
response within Jewish law,
a pluralism which accepts
everything as legitimate can
lead to spiritual nihilism. If
everything is kosher, then
nothing is kosher.

“Orthodoxy,” he contin-

ued, “is by its very nature
tied to a transcendent view of
a Being who is beyond us.
That vision includes the rev-
elation of Torah and halacha
as a way of life. It therefore
obligates us, and we are not
authorized to dispose of it ac-
cording to personal taste or
whim."”
He called for a renewed
spirit of tolerance among all
enominations, saying that
the issues of conversion and
especially Jewish divorce
pose a grave threat to Jewish
unity. “If Orthodox and Con-
servative Jews cannot recog-
nize a non-halachic conver-
sion by a Reform rabbi,”” he
said, “‘at least the person in-
volved can later undergo a
conversion according to
Orthodox Jewish law. But
the lack of a Jewish divorce
(get) would label a subse-
quent Jewish remarriage
adultery, and children of that
union mamzerim (bastards)
who are forbidden to m
other Jews for generations.”
Lamm suggested reviving
the concept of a National Bet



Din, first discussed in the
1950s to deal with these
issues of personal status.
Rabbi Alexander Schind-
ler, the outspoken president
of the Reform movement,

apologized for the tone of |

some of his harsh statements
in the past about Orthodoxy
while maintaining the posi-
tions he advocated. “I have
in the heat of response to
what I saw as an attack more
than once indulged in the
anger of the outcast, using
words and invoking im

and bitter analogies, which I
now regret. I have responded
in kind to the zeal of Ortho-
doxy's most extreme spokes-
persons, using their scorn as
an excuse for not truly striv-
ing to lessen the pain of
others.”

According to Schindler, the
greatest danger arising from
“our wranﬁﬁngs" is not that
“the Orthodox refuse to
recognize Reform conver-
sions, but rather that the
great mass of unaffiliated
Jews will be so put off b
what they see that they wi

say ‘a plague on all your
houses.”

He defended his move-
ment’s recognition of patri-
lineal descent (adopted by
Reform groups), noting that
it was not really a new con-
cept, and that biblical lineage
was male-oriented. *‘We have
always invoked the ‘God our
our Fathers,” not of our
mothers,”” said Schindler,
who stressed Reform's view
that “‘all changes (in Jewish
practice) must be born of
necessity and conviction.”
He said the patrilineal deci-
sion was a principled asser-
tion of the equality of men
and women, and a response
to the anguish of the children
who considered themselves
Jewish but were pushed into
a no-man’'s land between
Jews and Christians.

Schindler issued a plea for
mutual tolerance and called
for concrete steps to improve
relations between the groups,
including exchange of ideas
and pulpits, joint studies, and
a reg‘ufar nonbinding reli-
gious forum where policies
and possible mutual com-
promises could be explored.
He concluded with a re-
minder that “words like
Orthodox, Reform, 'secular
...are adjectives...the
noun is Jew."

Ira Silverman, the presi-
dent of the Reconstructionist
Rabbinical College, criticized
Rabbi Lamm for not appear-
ing on the same platform
with him. “I am troubled that
we have to speak in a series,
never appearing together,"
he said. “Am I not Jewish?

| Am I traife? That's the way

it feels."”

Asserting that no one
group has a “monopoly on
the truth,” he called for con-
tinuing pluralism in bridging

the gap between tradition
and modernity. For the sake |

of community, he said that he |
and other Reconstructionists '

are prepared to make com-
promises to enable tradition-
alists to live with the situa-
tion, but said that such com-

promises must be a two-way
street. _

He said that Reconstruc-
tionism's fundamental devo-
tion to equality requires a
commitment to patrilineal
descent and he called upon
the Orthodox and Conserva-
tive movements to consider
change. Criticizing the ine-

vality of traditional Jewish

ivorce, he said that efforts
must be made ‘‘to make Jew-
ish divorce a more attractive
and meaningful option.”

Silverman said that “Jews
today should not adhere to
the rulings of a rabbinical
elite, but should judge them-
selves and reconstruct their
Judaism for themselves.”

Dr. Gerson Cohen, who will
retire this summer as chan-
cellor of the Jewish Theolog-
ical Seminary, the Conserva-
tive institution, took excep-
tion with the underlying
premise of the conference
that Jews today were increas-
i.nily divided. He said that
“there has never been as
much unity in Jewish
history” as now, primarily
because of the state of Israel
which “has done more to
unify Jews than any single
phenomenon.”

“The present alarm,” ac-
cording to Cohen,"” grows out
of the increasing assertive-
ness of Reform Judaism and
the decision of Orthodoxy to
confront them head on.” He
said that the current crisis of
family identity and Jewish
status has come to a head
now because of the growing
power of the Orthodox in
Israel and the U.S. He
faulted lay leaders who
secretly feel that the Ortho-
dox are “more authentic” and
therefore lavish support on
them.

Cohen called for collecting
an extensive data base to
establish the facts of the
Jewish condition and on the
true numbers of Jews of con-
tested status. He suggested
the creation of a joint com-
mission made up of represen-
tatives of all branches of

vuuarst;-mcluding the sec-
ular, to explore the new facts
of Jewish life and their impli-
cations for the tradition. “To
insure Jewish survival be-
yond the year 2000,” he said,
“there must be a renewal of
commitment to Jewish
values, not just to the Jewish
people.

Elie Wiesel, the noted
author and Holocaust histor-
ian, made his keynote ad-
dress a plea lft:u' understand-
ing tolerance, urgin
each movement to be crit.icﬁ
of itself and compassionate
toward the others. He voiced

. his concern for growing reli-

gious divisiveness and fana-
ticism, and expressed his fear
that the Jewish people were
‘“‘entering an era of
gratuitous hatred.”

Through joint scholarsh;'H
and learning, he said, “
branches can come together
and discuss the urgent issues
of our times.”

The last word in the two-
day conference went to Rab-
bi Yitz Greenberg, who

mz:::zed it and whose ar-
ti and speeches on the

icurrent schism were the moti-

‘vating force behind it. Green-
‘berg went beyond the denom-
inational leaders, calling on
the Orthodox to be open to
religious lplura.lism and ac-
cepting of the legitimacy of
the other branches. He
charged that the present
state of intra-Jewish dialogue
is less developed than the
Jewish-Christian dialogue of
50 years ago, noting that the
Jewish community now
spends $10 million a year on
gzwish-Chritlsltiti: dlme.
t precious little on di
between Jews. ‘“This shows
an unh?alt.]he{n:;ck of self-
respect for Jewish priorities,”
he said in calling for major
expansion of intra-Jewish
i at the scholarly, rab-
binic and lay levels.
Greenberg called on all
Jews to a “dual loyal-
ty"" — both to his or her own
enomination and to the idea
of Clal Yisrael, the Jewish
People. “Each denomination

can be strengthened by the

other,”” he said. “The non-

and observance from the Or-
thodox, while the Orthodox
can learn from the openness
and commitment of the lib-
eral groups, thus making
each group more competent
to deal with the vast major-
ity of unaffiliated American
Jews. By ignoring and snip-
ing at each other, no group
grows.”

Rabbi Joel Zaiman of

Amuno Congreg
was the only Baltimore
bi at the conference anc
told the BaLtimore JEW
TiMEs that he found it an .
portant attempt to deal wi
a very serious problem. B:
in noting that the vast majo
ity of the participants wer.
communal rather than reli
gious leaders, he said that
“we're dealing with two dif-
ferent groups here — the rab-
bis and religious leaders, and
the ieaders of the American
Jewish community whose
power base is UJA and Feder-
ation and who are not known
for their involvement with
theological issues. And 1
don’t know how one group
can have an effect on the
other.”

There were others, too, who
were skeptical about the
practical results of such a ma-
jor undertaking, but Yitz
Greenberg says he was
pleased with the results to
g;hel; He said that some of

e key suggestions and pro-
posals Wﬂ‘ﬁve studied c!osgly.
mcluding the concept of a Na:
tional Bet Din and the call for
informal forums among
leaders of the different
denominations. He believes
that the modern or centrist
Orthodox movement is a key
bridge in this effort and he
feels there have been “‘signifi-
cant reverberations” within
that community of a positive
nature.

Greenberg said that his
organization is committed to
continuing its efforts to
achieve unity within Jewish
life, but he would welcome
the involvement of other
Jewish organizations as well
in the dialogue.

Dialogue, he noted, is not
negotiation. It is not seeking
to swap patrilineal descent
for accepting Reform conver
sions, or women rabbis for ¢
community Bet Din, It is
rather, the concept of Jews of
different beliefs listening tc
one another and developing
techniques to help heal the
sickness that is t i
the Jewish community.
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Reform, Conservative and

More than 250 of North American Jewry's
most prominens lay, rabbinic and professional
leaders met in Princeton, N. J., recently 1o
iron out the problems among Jews of different
denominations. The unusual meeting and frank
pronouncemenis that follow represent an effort
to develop pracrical solutions 1o narrow the
widening gulf among Jews. Elie Wiesel
delivered the keynote address ar the two-day
conference, which was sponsored by CLAL
(The Narional Center for Learning
Leadership), and said that the Jewish people
were "entering an era of gratuitous hamred,”
Wiesel made a plea for understanding and
tolerance. The remarks of other imporiant
Jewish leaders follow.

Rabbi Gerson D. Cohen

The former chancellor of the Jewish Theological
Seminary of America, and a leader of the Conservative
movement, argued that the Jewish people has achieved
unprecedented unity in this century. He said that the
cument crisis of family identity and Jewish staws has
come to a head now because of the growing power of
the Orthodox in Israel and in the U.S. He faulted lay
leaders who secreuly feel that the Orthodox are "more
authentic™ and therefore lavish support on them. "The
present alarm over personal staws,” he said, "is a
byproduct of Reform assertiveness and the decision of
the Orthodox to confront them."

Cohen called for collecting an extensive data base 10
establish the facts of the Jewish condition and on the
true numbers of Jews of contested status. He suggested
the creadon of a joint commission made up of
representatives of all branches of Judaism, including the
secular, to explore the new facts of Jewish life and their
implications for the madition. "To insure Jewish
survival beyond the year 2000, Dr. Cohen said, "there
must be a renewal of commitment 10 Jewish values,
not just to the Jewish people.”

and

Rabbi Norman Lamm

"If everything is
kosher, then no-
thing is kosher."

k4

Rabbi Gerson D. Cohen

"“To ensure Jew-
ish survivial be-
yond the year
2000, there must
be a renewal of
commitment to
Jewish values,
not just to the
Jewish people.”

Rabbi Norman Lamm

The President of Yeshiva University, who spoke
from his Orthodox pespective, said, "We must try our
best within the limits of our integrity to search for
Jewish unity,” he said. "No amount of goodwill
posturing will resolve the problems facing Jews today.
Although there can be more than one response within
Jewish law, a pluralism which accepts everything as
legitimate can lead to spiritual nihilism, said Lamm., If
everything is kosher, then nothing is kosher.”

"Orthodoxy,” he continued, “is by its very nature
tied to a transcendent view of a Being who is beyond
us. That vision includes the revelation of Torah and
halacha (Jewish law) as a way of life. It therefore
obligates us, and we are not authorized to dispose of it
according to personal taste or whim.”

He called for a renewed spirit of tolerance among all
denominations, saying that the issues of conversion and
Jewish divorce, especially the latter, pose a grave threat
10 Jewish unity. "If Orthodox and Conservative Jews
cannot recognize a non-halachic conversion by a
Reform rabbi," he said, "at least the person involved
can later undergo a conversion according to Orthodox
Jewish law. But the lack of Jewish divorce (get) would
label a subsequent Jewish remarriage adultery, and
children of that union mamzerim (bastards) who are
forbidden to marry other Jews for generations.

He called for reviving the National Bet Din
(religious court) first discussed in the 1950s to deal
with these issues of personal staws. Judges would be

.elected only on the basis of scholarship and personal

observance of Jewish law. Thus, at least a partial
solution of the problem would be achieved.



Orthodox: Are They One*

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

The president of the Union of American Hebrew
Crongregations, the synagogue organization of Reform
Jdaism, said, "our disagreements have not tuly
iniflamed the passions of our people.

“The greatest danger arising from our wranglings,”
said Schindler, "is not that the Orthodox refuse to
rexcognize Reform conversions, but rather that the great
mass of unaffiliated Jews will be so put off by what
trey see that they will say 'a plague on all your
howses.™

He said that the issue of patrilineal descent (adopted
by Reform groups) was not really a new concept, and
thag biblical lineage was male-oriented. "We have
alwrays invoked the 'God of our Fathers,' not of our
mathers,” said Schindler. Schindler stressed Reform's
view that "All changes [in Jewish practice] must be
borm of necessity and conviction." The patrilineal
deciision was a principled assertion of the equality of
men and women and a response 10 the anguish of the
cliflidren who considered themselves Jewish but were
pushed into a2 no-man's land berween Jews and
Christians. .

. Schindler issved a plea for mutal wlerance in
recognition of the fact that many differences between
Orthodox and liberal Jews are unlikely to be resolved.
In what pariicipants described as one of the most
mowing moments of the conference, Rabbi Schindler
expaessed his regret al some of the polemical language
which he and others had used. But he communicated the
pain of being the object of denial and the concem at
difiegiuimation out of which Reform Jews spoke.

Rabbi Schindler called for concrete steps to improve
relations between the groups, including exchange of
ideas and pulpits, joint studies and a regular nonbinding
religious forum where policies and possible mutual
comnpromises could be explored. Schindler concluded
with a reminder that "Words like Orthodox, Reform,
secular...are adjectives...the noun is Jew." He reminded
the. audience that the Shoah constitutes "a lasting,
impelling mandate for unity...Even as we were brothers
and sisters in death, so must we ever remain brothers
amd sisters in life.”

Rabbi Alexander Schindler

"The greatest dan-
ger arising from
our wranglings...
(is) that the great
mass of unaffilia-.
ted Jews will be
so put off by
what they see
that they will say
‘a plague on all

rn

your houses’.

Rabbi Yitz Greenberg

"By ignoring and
sniping each oth-
er, no group
grows."

Rabbi Irving Greenberg

In summing up the two days of conference, speeches
and workshops, Rabbi Irving (Yiw) Greenberg,
president of CLAL, charged that the present state of
intra-Jewish dialogue is less developed than the Jewish-
Christian dialogue of 50 years ago. He noted that the
Jewish community now spends $10 million a year on
Jewish-Christian dialogue, but not a significant fraction
of that amount on dialogue among themselves, "This
shows an unhealthy lack of self-respect for Jewish
priorities,” he said,

Greenberg urged that every Jew develop a "dual
loyalty” — both to his or her own denomination and to
the idea of clal Yisrael. "The dues we pay for such dual
loyalty is a willingness to confront one's own group for
the sake of the greater Jewish community, and to find
unifying rather than separatist solutions.”

"Each denomination can be strengthened by the
other,” Greenberg said. "The non-Orthodox can leam
discipline and observance from the Orthodox, while the
Orthodox can leam from the openness and commitment
of the liberal groups, thus making each group more
competent o deal with the vast majority of unaffiliated
American Jews, By ignoring and sniping at each other,
nO group grows,”

Greenberg called for major expansion of intra-Jewish
dialogue at the advanced scholarly level, at the rabbinic
and at the lay level. "Almost all of the outstanding
divisive issues could be solved or at least reduced by
policies and halachic approaches already in existence, he
said. "But first the commitment 10 each other must be
strengthened enough to carry the burden of such an
effort to a successful conclusion.” '
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Rabbi Steven Shaw

19 Nisan 5746
April 28, 1986

Dear Friend,

I am very pleased to be able to enclose some materials from
our recent Critical Issues Conference. You will see from the
newspaper stories as well as from the other materials, that
this conference was the success that it needed to be. We are
at the beginning of an important healing and unifying
process.,

Also enclosed is a form so that you may order audio and
visual materials from the conference for your review, and
for dissemination in your own community and among your
friends and peers.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely,

/7

Paul eser
Executive Vice President

421 Seventh Avenue » New York, New York 10001 = (212) 714-9500
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CRITICAL ISSUES CONFERENCE
MATERIAL ORDERFORM

Quantity Item . Cost per Total $

VHS - presentations by Elie Wiesel, $50
Charles Silberman & Yitz Greenberg

Audio cassette tapes of presentation $10
by Elie Wiesel, Charles Silberman &
Yitz Greenberg

a) "Will There Be One Jewish People?”™ $5
Rabbi Irving Greenberg
b) "Towards A Principled Pluralism"” (per set)

Rabbi Irving Greenberg

c) "Judaism, Denominationalism, & Pluralism"
‘Rabbi Reuven Kimelman

d) "The Four Denominations - A Source Book" .
Dr. David Elcott

Printed presentations.by Mr,., Ira $5
Silverman and Rabbis Cohen, Lamm, (per set)
& Schindler

Printed presentations by Elie Wiesel, 85
Charles Silberman & Yitz Greenberg (per set)

Please make checké payable to CLAL, and send form to us at:

CLAL

421 7th Avenue
4th Floor

New York, NY 10001



SUGGESTIONS FROM THE
CRITICAL ISSUES CONFERENCE

“WILL THERE BE ONE JEWISH PEOPLE
. BY THE YEAR 2000?"

SUNDAY-MONDAY, MARCH 16-17, 1986
SCANTICON CONFEREN_CE'CENTER, PRINCETON, NJ

o
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THE NATIONAL JEWISH CENTER FOR LEARNING AND LEADERSHIP
IN COOPERATION WITH
THE FEDERATION OF JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES OF NEW YORK
AND
THE UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION OF METROWEST (NEW JERSEY)



POLICY SUGGESTIONS OFFERED BY LEADERS OF THE FOUR MOVEMENTS

RABBI GERSON COHEN

Joint and longstanding committee to study problems, data,
possibilities of amelioration, and to set goals. Joint, permanent
commission to collect data on the actual Jewish condition, study
relationships and family law, and explore possibilities of
resolving problems.

IRA SILVERMAN

Establish joint committee for standards of marriage and divorce.

RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER

Establish an informal forum to explore issues and air differences
before they reach "flash point"; joint study by seminary
faculties; assessment of textbooks to ensure that presentations of
other movements are not stereotypical or prejudicial; exchange of
pulpits; dialogue among lay leadership and especially youth.

RABBI NORMAN LAMM

Establish a national Bet Din to deal with Jewish divorce issues.
Religious leaders ought to consult together behind closed doors.



10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

15,

16.

PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS OFFERED BY CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

Private meeting among leadership--behind closed doors,
allowing for candid expression of views.

Strengthen moderate groups within each movement that seek to
work cooperatively and connect them to each other.

Work on settling problems locally on basis of existing
relationships of mutual trust and cooperation.

Specific national task forces to explore resolution of
conflict issues, involving scholars from all the movements,
seeking ad hoc, limited solutions, not permanent global one.

Establish local chapters of CHEVRA (CLAL'S dialogue-study
groups between the rabbis of the denominations) .

Arrange meetings between Men's Clubs or Sisterhoods of
synagogues of different denominations.

Joint weekend rétreats between synagogues of various
denominations with local rabbis as scholar resources.

Arrange a meeting of synagogue boards of the community on
issues of shared non-controversial interest.

Arrange combined youth programs of various synagogues_and
movements--locally and nationally.

Arrange a youth choir made up of the children of various Hebrew
and Day schools to perform together.

Sponsor public symposia between panels of local or natlonal
rabbis to dramatize the w111 to unity and dialogue.

Develop a team of facilitators to meet both sides of any . ;
denominational dispute to foster open and respectful listening
and responding.

Develop a training program for community leaders, both lay and
professional, dealing with issues of polarlzatlon and clal
Yisrael.

Federations should review allocations and encourage all
recipients of community funds to promote clal Yisrael, and to
refrain from any public attacks.

Form a "Community Lay Board for Jewish Unity" to monitor public
attacks by community rabbis or lay leaders on other movements
or their representatives, and to respond publicly to the
invective between movements, supporting dialogue, rapprochement
and respectful disagreement.

Receive pledges that major leaders and community rabbis will
never use the press (Jewish or otherwise) or other public
forums for attack.
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SUGGESTED PRINCIPLES OF DIALOGUE

IRVING GREENBERG

Jews must work at dialogue with fellow Jews at least as
seriously as the dialogue between Jews and Christians.

Make a conscious effort to establish friendships,
relationships, and alliances, across all lines.

One should criticize one's own group, not the other. Let
members of each group criticize their own. Such criticism will
have much more impact and lead to improvements.

One should justify and try to learn from the other, rather than
focus on what is wrong or ridiculous,

Learn to discern the various positions and differences within
each group. Avoid generalizing stereotypes of the other.

The test of a true clal Yisrael orientation is a willingness to
pay a price for the position; calling on the other to make all
the changes or sacrifices for the sake of unity is a misuse of
the principle.

Philanthropists should review their giving, and emphasize to
recipients their concern that they respect clal Yisrael and do
not attack or delegitimize others.

IF YOU ARE PREPARED TO START DIALOGUE OR OTHER PROCESS IN YOUR
COMMUNITY, CLAL STANDS READY TO WORK WITH YOU AND TO GUIDE YOU.

CLAL — The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership

March, 1986
421 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10001
(212) 714-9500




“WILL THERE BE ONE JEWISH PEOPLE BY THE YEAR 2000?”

SUNDAY, MARCH 16

12:30 - 1:30
Lobby

1:30- 1:45
Auditorium A

1:45 - 2:45
Auditorium A

3:00- 4:00
Auditorium A

4:00 - 4:10

4:15- 5:15
Aud_i[orium A

. 5:15- 5:45

6:00- 7:30
Banquet Rooms

7:30 - 8:30
Auditorium A

8:30 - 8:40

B8:45 - 9:45
Auditorium A

9:45 - 10:45
Banguet Rooms

REGISTRATION

OPENING REMARKS

KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY ELIE WIESEL

PRESENTATIONS

Herschel Blumberg, Chairman, CLAL

Introduction by Dan Shapiro

‘President, Federation of

Jewish Philanthropies of New York

“AN AGENDA FOR CLAL YISRAEL"

RABBI GERSON D. COHEN -

MESSAGE FROM THE HONORABLE CHAIM HERZOG
PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL

MR. IRA SILVERMAN

BREAK — MINCHA AND MAARIV

DINNER

" RABBI ALEXANDER SCHINDLER

MESSAGE FROM THE HONORABLE SHIMON PERES,
PRIME MINISTER OF ISRAEL

RABB! NORMAN LAMM

RECEPTION HOSTED BY THE UNITED FEDERATION OF
METROWEST, (NEW JERSEY)

MONDAY, MARCH 17

7:00 - 8:00

8:00- 9:10
Banquet Rooms
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1:30- 1:30
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“THE COMMUNITY — HOW DOES IT SHAPE UP?”
“THE ISSUES — HOW DO WE RESPOND?”

WORKSHOP Il — _PROPOWS. POLICIES AND PROCESS

RABBI IRVING GREENBERG

“AWHAT UNITES US — WHAT IDMDES US"

CLOSING REMARKS

Introduction by Stephen Peck,
Chairman, Executive Committee, JTS

Delivered by Sanford Solender
Executive Consultant, N.Y. UJA/Federation
Member, CLAL Board of Directors

Introduction by Aaron Ziegelman,
Vice Chairman, RRC Board of Govermnors

' Vice Chairman, CLAL

Traditional {Auditorium B)
Egalitarian’ (Auditorium A}

Introduction by Melvin Merians,
Vice Chaimnan, Board of Trustees, UAHC

.. Delivered by Lester Pollack
Chair, JWB Jewish Education/JCC Committee

Member, CLAL Executive Committee

Introduction by Herbert Tenzer,
Chairman, Board of Trustees, Y.U.

Reconstructionist (H-5)
Reform (Black Swan)

Klara Siiverstein, Conference Co-Chair

Introduction by Frank Kreutzer, President, USA

Introduction by Robert. Loup,
Chaimman, Board of Trustees, LA

. Vice Chairman, CLAL

Sol Kimerling, Chairman
Critical Issues Conference



CRITICAL ISSUES CONFERENCE
OPENING REMARKS
HERSCHEL BLUMBERG, CHAIRMAN
CLAL - THE NATIONAL JEWISH CENTER FOR LEARNING AND LEADERSHIP

GooD AFTERNOON: RABBIS, HONORED GUESTS, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

On BEHALF oF CLAL AND OUR CO-HOSTS, THE FEDERATION OF
JewisH PHILANTHROPIES OF NEW YORK AND THE UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION
of MeTro-West (N.J.), IT 1S My DISTINCT PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU
TO THIS CONFERENCE. ;

_ WE ARE NOT ONLY PLEASED YOU HAVE JOINED US, BUT WE ARE

MOST SINCERELY DEEPLY HONORED. | |

YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS CONFERENCE ADDS IMMEASURABLE
STRENGTH TO OUR CONVICTION THAT THE TIME IS RIGHT FOR US TO COME
TOGETHER. |

OBVIOUSLY, YOU HAVE TRAVELLED TO THIS SITE BECAUSE OF THE
CRITICAL ISSUE WHICH IS BEFORE US, AND BECAUSE  OF YOUR DESIRE TO HEAR
THE DISTINGUISHED RABBIS AND SCHOLARS WHO HAVE GRACIOUSLY ACCEPTED
OUR INVITATION TO SPEAK TO US, |

WE EAGERLY ANTICIPATE HEARING THEM AND SPENDING TODAY AND

TOMORROW WITH YOU. .
ALL OF YOU, AS LEADERS OF ORGANIZATIONS, HAVE BEEN INVOLVED

WITH OTHER CONFERENCE PREPARATIONS AND CONSEQUENTLY WILL APPRECIATE
MY EXPRESSION OF SINCERE THANKS TO SoL KIMERLING AND HIS COMMITTEE
AND THE VERY CAPABLE STAFF OF CLAL FOR THEIR METICULOUS PLANNING.
MosT ESPECIALLY, SOL HAS BEEN CONCERNED THAT ALL VIEWPOINTS BE
HEARD AND THAT EVERYONE HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE.



THIS WILL HELP EXPLAIN THE AGENDA AND SCHEDULE OF EVENTS.

SoL’s VISION HELPED CREATE THIS CONFERENCE. HE AND HIS
CO-CHAIRS DESERVE TO BE RECOGNIZED.

WiLL You PLEASE STAND, SoL.

JIM FINGEROTH - STEPHEN WALD
KLARA SILVERSTEIN Leon WEINER
Dr, SauL SINGER RoNALD WoRNICK

THE COMMITTEE HAS BEEN EXTREMELY CONSCIENTIOUS IN MAKING
EVERY EFFORT TO SATISFY WHAT WE KNOW ARE YOUR HIGH STANDARDS OF
PROGRAMMING, SCHEDULING AND ACCOMMODATIONS.

We ARE GRATEFUL TO METRO-WEST FOR PROVIDING THE VOLUNTEERS,
WHO HAVE ALREADY BEEN SO HELPFUL, AND FOR SPONSORING TONIGHT'S RECEPTION.

CLAL 1s proup TO BE CO-HOST WITH NEw YORK FEDERATION AND THE
METRO-WEST FEDERATION AND WE ARE ESPECIALLY GRATEFUL TO THEIR
PRESIDENTS 'AND TOP PROFESSIONALS, DAN SHAPIRO AND WILLIAM KAHN OF
New YORK, AND JiMMY ScHWARZ AND HAROLD CHARISH OF METRO-WEST.

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR READY AGREEMENT TO JOIN WITH US AND
WE THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRESENCE AND HOSPITALITY.

IF ONE IS KNOWN BY THE' COMPANY ONE KEEPS, CLAL’S REPUTATION
IS GREATLY ENHANCED BY THIS FELICITIOUS ASSOCIATION.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: |

As YOU SEE FROM THE AGENDA IN YOUR KITS, THIS AFTERNOON AND

THIS EVENING WE SHALL BE PRIVILEGED TO HEAR FROM FIVE OF JUDAISM'S
MOST DISTINGUISHED LEADERS AND SPOKESMEN,

As TEACHERS, SCHOLARS, RABBIS, ADMINISTRATORS, THEY HAVE
MADE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO JUDAISM, TO THEIR RESPECTIVE
ORGANIZATIONS, AND TO THEIR FIELDS OF SCHOLARSHIP,



L1

TOMORROW, AT MORNING AND AFTERNOON WORKSHOPS, WE SHALL
HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS OUR VIEWS OF THE ISSUES WHICH BRING
US HERE AND DISCUSS THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE PRESENTATIONS MADE
TODAY

AT LUNCH TOMORROW, OUR SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE - WELL KNOWN
SCHOLAR AND AUTHOR, CHARLES SILVERMAN, WILL PRESENT HIS ANALYSIS OF
STATE OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMUNITY AND WHAT THIS IMPLIES ON
THE QUESTIONS BEFORE US, AND Y1TZ GREENBERG WILL CONCLUDE THE DAY
WITH A CHARGE CONTAINING SUGGESTIONS FOR BEHAVIOR AND GUIDELINES FOR
POLICIES.

FOLLOWING THE PRESENTATION OF EACH SPEAKER, IF TIME PERMITS,
THERE WILL BE A QUESTION PERIOD,

PLEASE, WRITE YOUR QUESTIONS ON THE PAPER PROVIDED AND PASS
THEM TO AN USHER AS EACH SPEAKER FINISHES.

You WILL UNDERSTAND, I’M SURE, IF WE INSIST UPON ABIDING BY THE
TIME SCHEDULE.

WE WANT TO GIVE EACH PRESENTER AN EQUAL AMOUNT OF TIME.

 IN THE INTEREST OF TIME, WHICH MEANS WE WANT MORE TIME FOR

TACHLIS, WE SHALL NOT MAKE THE USUAL INTRODUCTIONS OF THE DISTINGUISHED
INTRODUCERS. THEY UNDERSTAND; WE HOPE YOU DO, TOO.

IN YOUR KITS YOU WILL FIND BACKGROUND PAPERS WHICH WE HOPE
YOU WILL FIND USEFUL AND | BELIEVE YOU WILL FIND CHALLENGING.

WE SHALL BE DISCUSSING COMPLEX AND DIFFICULT ISSUES FOR
WHICH WE DARE EVENTUALLY TO SEEK SOLUTIONS.



I_OUR_CRgATIVITY,JPAT;EﬂéE.aNb ggRSISféﬂpe WILL SURELY
BE TESTED. | - - | |

OUR COMING. HERE IS AN ACT OF FIDELITY TO OUR Gon, OuR PEOPLE
AND OUR CHOSEN DESTINY. | |

We SHALL. LEAVE HERE MONDAY HOPEFULLY WITH A FULLER UNDERSTANDING
OF EACH OTHER'S POSITIONS, OF THE DEPTH OF OUR coucenns,_Aan_OF THE
NEED TO FIND MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE SOLUTIONS. -

THIS CbNFERENCE-IS BOTH A CULMINATION AND A BEGINNING.

~ For MORE THAN 13 YEARS, PRINCIPALLY Tanousn THE DYNAMIC
PERSONALITY OF RaBBI IRVINS GREENBERG - Y112, TO MOST OF US, CLAL’
PRIMARY WORK HAS BEEN TO PRESENT JEWISH LEARNING, BOTH CLASSICAL AND
MODERN, IN ORDER TO ENRICH THE PERSONAL LIVES OF COMMUNAL LEADERSHIP,
TO BUILD UNITY AND TO GUIDE POLICY.

CLAL AND ITS FACULTY HAVE PLAYED A MAJOR ROLE IN D!RECT!NG
FEDERATIONS AND NATIONAL JENISH ORGANIZATIONS TOWARDS BECOMING
VEHICLES OF JEWISH LEARNING. ey - o

THE TREASURES OF JEWISH HISTORY AND_TEXT HAVE BECOME BETTER
KNOWN TO A LARGE NUMBER OF OUR PRESENT AND FUTURE LEADERS THROUGH
CLASSES, SHABBATON, LECTURES AND RETREATS.

WHILE THERE ARE OVER 600 LAY LEADERS PARTICIPATING IN CLAL'S
CLASSES IN SIX OF OUR-MAJOR}CIT!ES,LWE ALSO' HAVE ON-GOING LEARNING
PROGRAMS IN OVER 40 CITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY. |

THE LESSONS OF THE HOLOCAUST, THE POTENTIAL GENERATED BY THE
REBIRTH OF [SRAEL, THE NEED FOR POLITICAL ACTION FOR ISRAEL, AND THE
ETHICS OF JEWISH POWER HAVE.BEEN_PRINCiPAL”ELEMENTS ofF CLAL'Ss

CIRRICULA.



ADDITIONALLY, FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS YITZ GREENBERG AND CLAL
HAVE BEEN LAYING THE GROUNDWORK IN PREPARATION FOR THIS MEETING.

FOR EXAMPLE:

CHEVRA, GROUPS OF RABBIS FROM ALL DENOMINATIONS, BEGAN
MEETING AND STUDYING TOGETHER IN OUR LARGEST CITIES 5 YEARS AGO.

TopAy THeY MEET IN New YORk, Los ANGELES, CHICAGO, PHILADELPHIA,
D.C., BosTon, SAN FRANCIScO AND DALLAS.

THIS YEAR WE WILL HOLD OUR FOURTH ANNUAL NATIONAL CHEVRA
CONFERENCE, AT WHICH WE EXPECT AN ATTENDANCE OF 150 RABBIS.

FOUR INTERNS, ONE FROM EACH OF THE SEMINARIES, HAVE BEEN
STUDYING AND WORKING WITH OUR STAFF AND PARTICIPATING IN OUR
- TEACHING PROGRAMS. Y |

STUDENTS OF THE SEMINARIES MEET SEVERAL TIMES EACH YEAR
WITH YITZ AND STAFF, '

AND IN JANUARY CLAL'S FIRST SYMPOSIUM FOR UNITY WAS HELD IN
WasHInGTON, D.C., AT AN ORTHODOX SYNAGOGUE AT WHICH MAJOR RABBINICAL

LEADERS OF THE FOUR DENOMINATIONS SPOKE.
ALL OF THIS HAS BEEN IN PREPARATION FOR CONFRONTING THE

GROWING RELIGIOUS POLARIZATION WHICH IS VIEWED AS A THREAT CAPABLE
OF CREATING A FUNDAMENTAL SCHISM IN THE AMERICAN/JEWISH COMMUNITY.

THE DIALOGUE WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE IN CLAL’S PROGRAMS HAS
CONVINCED US THAT THE TIME HAS COME FOR LAY AND RABBINICAL LEADERS
. TO MEET TOGETHER,

THUS, THIS CONFERENCE.

THE ISSUE BEFORE THIS CONFERENCE IS:

CAN WE, IN OUR PERSONAL AND DENOMINATIONAL DUAL QUEST FOR
UNDERSTANDING THE FULLNESS OF GOD AND FOR SERVING THE LORD IN TRUTH,
DO SO IN HARMONY WITH EACH OTHER? |

X



THE PURPOSE OF THIS CONFERENCE IS TO INFORM IMPORTANT.
LEADERSHIP THROUGH TODAY'S. LEARNED SPEAKERS, AS WELL AS THROUGH THE
PAPERS PRESENTED, OF THE INTRICACIES AND COMPLEXITIES OF THE ISSUES

CREATED BY THE DIFFERENCES AMONG US AND TO GIVE EACH OF US AN
" OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE DIFFERING VIEWPOINTS AND UNDERSTANDINGS,
. “IN THE HOPE THAT-(l) THOSE DIFFERENCES wlLL NOT BE PERMITTED TO

CREATE FURTHER RELIGIOUS POLARIZATION, AND (2) THE UNDERSTANDING
RESULTING WILL BE A CATALYST FOR UNITY.

“SIMPLY STATED, WE HOPE TO STIMULATE THE WILL TO COME CLOSER
TOGETHER, TO STIFFEN RESISTANCE TO NEH POLICIES AND PRACTICES THAT
TEND TO SEPARATE US, AND T0 DEMONSTRATE THE WORKING OF A MODEL FOR
FUTURE DIALOGUES. -

_IF OUR PRAYERS WILL BE ANSWERED, WHEN WE LEAVE HERE WE WILL
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER BETTER, AND THEREBY PERHAPS REMOVE SOME OF THE

TENSIONS EXISTING AMONG us.
IT IS ESSENTIAL WE SEEK -COMMON GROUND AND LEARN TO COMMUNICATE

WITH EACH OTHER AT ALL LEVELS AND ACROSS ALL LINES.
To SOME EXTENT WE ALREADY SHARE COMMON GROUND, FOR OUR BACK- |

GROUNDS ARE PROBABLY SIMILAR IN SEVERAL RESPECTS.
['M A GRANDSON OF IMMIGRANTS WHO ARRIVED ON TWO SEPARATE WAVES

OF IMMIGRATION FROM PoLAND ‘AND RussiA ArounD 1900.
ONE TRADED VILLAGE LIFE FOR EAST BALTIMORE, THE OTHER HARSAw

FOR HAVRE DE GRACE, MARYLAND.
THEIR RELIGIOUS LIVES CHANGED DRAMATICALLY, BUT THEY WERE

ORTHODOX, THEY KEPT KOSHER - EVEN IN HAVRE DE GRACE, AND ALL 14

CHILDREN MARRIED JEWS.



WHEN We MOVED TO WASHINGTON, D. C., WE SOUGHT A SHUL CLOSE
TO HOME AND CLOSE TO THE ONE WE KNEW IN BALTIMORE.

THERE WAS VERY LITTLE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE TRADITIONAL
CONSERVATIVE SYNAGOGUE WE JOINED AND THE ONE WE LEFT,

AND, AGAIN, MOST OF OUR FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES BELONGED TO
OUR SHUL.

fly ZAIDAS AND BUBAHS WOULD HAVE BEEN PROUD THAT | BECAME
PRESIDENT AND SPENT ALMOST AS MUCH TIME IN SHUL AS THEY USED TO
EVERY DAY, '

THEN | BECAME PART OF UJA, AN ACTION TAKEN IN PART BECAUSE OF THE
LESSONS | LEARNED FROM MY RABBIS AND TEACHERS.

AT UJA | FOUND A WORLD MUCH DIFFERENT FROM SHUL LIFE,

UJA"S LEADERSHIP CONSISTS OF MEN AND WOMEN FROM ALL ORDERS
OF JEWISH LIFE AND FROM ALL DENOMINATIONS AND SORTS OF RELIGIOUS
BACKGROUNDS. THEIR DEDICATION TO ISRAEL AND TO JEWS EVERYWHERE IS
WELL KNOWN AND THEIR MOTIVATIONS ARE AS PURE AND UNSELFISH AS ANY

['VE SEEN.
DRIVEN BY LOVE, PRIDE AND COMPASSION, THEY COURAGEOUSLY

SACRIFICE THEIR TIME, ENERGY AND WEALTH TO HELP ASSURE THE SURVIVAL
OF OUR PEOPLE AND THE FLOURISHING OF ISRAEL.

WHAT IS STRIKING TO ME 1S THAT ALTHOUGH THEY COME FROM ALL
DENOMINATIONS, THERE IS UNDERSTANDING AND UNQUESTIONED ACCEPTANCE OF
EACH OTHER.

THAT DOES NOT MEAN WE AGREE ON ALL RELIGIOUS ISSUES OR PRACTICES;
WE DO NOT.

BUT WE RESPECT EACH OTHER,



- INDEED, THERE IS LOVE GIVEN AND LOVE RETURNED.
"1 TRuLY FEEL THAT AT UJA I EXPERIENCE ‘THE MEANING OF CLAL Y1SRAEL.
| 171 18 NoT SURPRISING THAT AN IDENTICAL FEELING IS FOUND ON
CLAL's BOARD.! | | |
CLAL 1s DOING lN RELIGIOUS AREAS WHAT UJA HAS DONE IN
FUND RAISING, | ' | ;
THAT’S WHY - IN PART 4-IN ACTIVE IN CLAL AND AM EXHILIRATED BY
THIS CONFERENCE. ’ | |
THE PRECEDING GENERATION COULD NOT HAVE MET AT THIS CONFERENCE;

| ix NOULD HAVE BEEN TOO SOON.
If TRENDS CONTINUE AND UNHAPPY PROJECTIONS MATERIALIZE, IT HILL

BE TOO LATE FOR THE NEXT GENERATION.
My FRIENDS, AT THIS CRITICAL ISSUES CONFERENCE WE ARE AT THE

BEGINNING OF POSSIBILITIES.
3 WHILE BEGINNINGS ARE DIFFICULT AND ARE THE GREATEST TEST
" OF LEADERSHIP, IT IS REASSURING TO REALIZE THAT POSSIBILITIES HAVE
MORE POSITIVE CONNOTATIONS THAN NEGATIVE ONES:

THUS, THE ODDS ARE WITH US, ESPECIALLY IF YOU ARE.

WITH YOUR ENCOURAGEMENT, SUPPORT, PARTICIPATION AND LEADERSHIP
AT THIS CONFERENCE AND AFTERWARD, THE POSSIBLE CAN BE ACHIEVED,

HERSCHEL BLUMBERG




TO THE CRITICAL ISSUES CONFERENCE
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL

w
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CIAL

The Nationai]ewish
Center for Learning
And Leadership

It is with no small measure of identification that I
send you greetings and best wishes from Jerusalem. The
central issues with which you are to deal are of basic
importance to: the future of the Jewish people everywhere.
Mutatis mutandis Israel, too, is affected by the

Herschel Blumberg
Chairman

Rabbi Irving Greenberg

President

divisions, indeed the polarization, you all too rightly
see as threatening to split the Jewish community.

It is hard to believe that today's warring groups
among us seem to have forgotten how only a generation ago
the Jews of Europe were murdered without distinction as to
theological commitment -- simply as Jews.. Nor was our
people's center in Israel established exclusively by

Robemaap. Orthodox or Socialist or Conservative or Reform or ;
Martin Stein Hebraist or Yiddishist or otherwise labeled Jews. It is

Vice Chairman
Aaron Ziegelman

simplistic to stress the varying origins, ideas and creeds

Vice Chairman which jointly underlay the daring and inspired national
William Spier endeavor that built a viable State, rescued many hundreds
Hﬁxf:h of thousands of Jews, revived our people's language, gave

Sosah its culture new impetus, naturalness and depth.

Paul Jeser
e et CLAL's educational work has, I understand,
T. Vi cott

Program Director

CONFERENCE
LEADERSHIP

consistently stressed the overriding significance of those
two key points in modern Jewish history -- the Holocaust
and the rise of Israel. Certainly those two poles -- the
negative and the positive -- should dwarf the differences

Chai : : .

&ﬁgxrﬁm“T“ of emphasis among us andlteach us mutual understanding.
irmingham, A R :

Gml?mm ) For the sake of American Jewry and of Israel itself,

o I trust your joint deliberations will lead you on the

Klara Silverstein road to tolerance and cooperation.

New York, NY .
D%ﬁﬂjﬂﬁi That is a road we must learn to follow in Israel.
Stephen Wald Never in the century of modern Jewish resettlement of the
tﬁﬁJﬁ;fV Land has there been such perilous polarization between
“Howston. TX rigid orthodox and the more liberal observant and secular

Ronald Wornick
San Francisco, CA

sectors of the community. Rigidity tends to bring with it
a chauvinist intolerance of the stranger, totally at odds
with Jewish tradition. We find it difficult to accept the
import of fanaticism from American Jewry and the support
it continues to receive from circles in the United States.

"Will There Be One Jewish People By The Year 20002"
is the frightening question posed to you. But what you
think, say and do together may provide a partial answer,
an initial answer, towards assurance of unity and Jewish
strength.

CHAIM HERZOG

421 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10001 (212} 714-9500 _
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Vice Chairman
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Treasurer
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Birmingham, AL
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Houston, TX
Ronald Wornick
San Francisco, CA

MESSAGE TO CRITICAL ISSUES CONFERENCE
| EROM PRIME MINISTER PERES

Dear Herschel Blumberg,
Solomon Kimerling, - .
and Rabbi Irving Greenberg,

The Prime Minister has asked me to convey his warmest

wishes and greetings to all those attending the Cr1t1ca1

Issues Conference.

You have taken upon yourselves an important and vital
task to arouse the Jewish world to the dangers of
polarization and divisiveness.

Today, more than ever, we require a new approach to
dialogue which will place the ideals of "clal Yisrael"”
at the center of the Jewish agenda, out of a sense of
responsibility and commitment to the integrity of the
Jewish people wherever they may be. ;

The Prime Minister is confident that you will succeed in
finding new approaches to bridge the gap, setting an
example for us here and for those of you who remain in
the Diaspora.

y' shar Koach

Avrum Burg
Advisor to the Prime Minister for Diaspora Affairs.

421 Seventh Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10001 (212) 714-9500
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ORIENTATIO BRIE G_PRIOR TO 0
Klara Silverstein
CIC Co-Chairman

This Critical Issues Conference is not meant to be a
panacea solving all problems of inter-denominational
conflict. We recognize that diversity has and will
remain a part of Jewish life. We also know that, to
remain one people, we must nurture passicnate advocates
for unity. The goals of this conference are to mobilize
Jewish leaders to take a stand against polarization; to
open up dialogue between all groups of Jewish leaders;
and to locate and develop techniques which will help us
heal the hemorrhaging which threatens our community.

Dialogue is not negotiation. It is not compromise nor is
it the give-and-take one expects from labor arbitration.
No one advocating dialogue can demand swapping
patrilineal descent for accepting Reform conversions, or
women rabbis for a community Beit Din, rabbinical court.
That does not mean that such goals are impossible, only
that dialogue need not lead to any particular solution.

Today, although many claim that they are plualists, there
are few movement advocates focused on dialogue.
Patrilineal descent, conversion without circumcision and
ritual immersion, forbidding observant Jews to enter a
Reform or Conservative synagogue, public attacks by
leaders of one of the movements against leaders of
another movement, are reflective of our contemporary
reality. In fact, much more money is spent on Christian-
Jewish dialogue, in which conversion is certainly no
one's goal, than on Jewish inter-denominational dialogue.

That, more than any other piece of evidence, gives us a
sense of the place of Clal Yisrael on our collective list
of priorities. Our goal here is to move pluralism and
polarization away from benefiting any one movement so
that Clal Yisrael can benefit.

We have heard the words and the visions of leaders of the
four denominations. We have shared the messages of
President Herzog, Prime Minister Peres, and Elie Wiesel.

Your participation is the logical next step and an
opportunity for you to share your own thoughts, concerns,
and love of Clal Yisrael, and be enriched by those of
your colleagues. Now, it is your turn.

42| Seventh Avenue. New York. N.Y. 10001 (212) 714-9500
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WILL THERE BE ONE JEWISH PEOPLE BY THE YEAR 20007

THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF SEPARATION

“Wili there be one Jewish people by the 2000?"

Until recently, this question would have been dismissed
as mischievous. The normal, ongoing social dynamics of
the Jewish community worked to keep us one people.
From time to time, special, divisive actions by militants

- from different groups threatened to disrupt the unity. But

“We Are One" appeared to most Jews to be as eternal and
solid a truth as the ageless hills.

There has been a decisive challenge to this truth in the
past twenty years. The pattern of current.demographic:--
crlgmge .and.negative social mteracllon |s Ieadlng to grim
Tonsequences. If soc1ologrcal ‘forces are left to operate
unchecked, the result will be predictable. Within decades,
the Jewish people will split apartinto two, mutually divided,
hostile groups who are unable or unwilling to marry each

~other.

It will take determined, continuous action to reverse the

* combination of demographio trends, particularly in the

—"

areas of.canwversion, - al descent and.gamzerim
(halachically illegitimate children), “that is creating this™-

disaster for Jewish survival.

CONVERTS: Everybody complains about intermar-
riage, but the other side of the open society is that a large
number of people choose to join the Jewish community. In
the United States, there has been a surge of converts,
accelerating over the past few years. A recent Wall Street
Journal survey suggested lhal_lgn 000 convert to Judaism
annually. If the rate of conversion remains constant, there
will be an additional.150,000 converts by the yeqr 2000.
Add them to the already-existing number in American
Jewry—which can be estimated at_150.000-250,000—
and there will be_300,000:400.000 converts living-in our
community. Of them,.90% or.more v wnll be B_eferm -which is
to say that they will not have undergone a conversion ritual
which satisfies the requirements of Orthodox Jews or of
the Conservative movement.

PATRILINEAL DESCENT: The recent decision of the
Reform rabbinate to recognize the children born of a
Jewish father and a non-Jewish mother as Jews—without

-;'[;conversion—is creating another class of Jews who are
znot accepted as such by the rest of the community. There

are an estimated 500,000 children of marriages between a
Jew_and.a.nonzJew in. American. Jewry...In. -one- lhlrd of

AT e T

those marrlages the partner converted. Let us assume,

then, that oné:third.-of..the . 500,000 children will be

recognized as Jewish. (This is actually too optimistic.
Unfortunately, many of those conversions are not accept-
able to the Orthodox and Conservative movements, and
those children also will be deemed not Jewish.)

Of the two-thirds of the intermarriages in which one of
the partners does not convent, an estimated two-thirds are
between a Jewish..father.and a_non:Jewish mother.
Applying tha ratio to the 335, 000 children left in the pool
we can estimate 220,000 children.of.patrilinealdescent. In
the absence of conversion, they will be considered Jewish
by the Reform movement, but not by the more traditional

Jews. Their numbers will undoubtedly increase in the next -

fifteen years.

MAMZERIM: More than one hundred years ago, the
Reform rabbinate decided to accept civil dworce as alegal
end to a Jewish marriage. For almost a cemury that
demsuon had no serious consequences ma:nly because

P Vi e e

g 558

AS a resuﬁ' there has been a tremendous rise in Jewish
divorce. The American national divorce rate is now
estimated at.50%-in-recent.marriages. . The-Jewish rate
could easily be at the 30-40% level.

The good news is that Jews have strong family values
and commitments. Therefore, Jews have-a-high.re-
marriage rate; indeed, the hlghest re- marrlage rate among
Am,egmmllglous gréups The bad news is that,
according to halacha (Jewlsh iaw) a marriage can be
dissolved only by a get (divorce document). If a woman
remarries without a get, she is considered an.adulteress,
and any child of this subsequem marriage is consadered a

-mamzer-ezan jllegifimate child. In Jewish law jng.;e.l.s.m.”

illegitimacy out.of-wedlock, only. 1Uegmma_cfy out of incest,
_adultery, or second marr:age wnhout agel These |lleg|t|-
mate children can never marry “[egitimate children.

A not-unreasonable guess would be that there are
200,000-300,000 Jewish weddings a year. A 20% to 30%
divorce rate would equal 60 000 divorces:of OF-WHOM30%-

50% would remarry. That yaelds 30,000 second marriages
Wa? [f"We assume that suc rnarnages have a lower
fertility rate because they occur later in life or because
people may be less willing to have children, and if we
assess a half- or a quarter-child per marriage (the current
Jewish birthrate is 1.2 children per family), that would

suggest 7,000-15,000, mamzerim a year, a devastating

T e il

—_1 —

f




WILL THERE BE ONE JEWISH PEOPLE BY THE YEAR 20007

number. Let us arbitrarily ignore the number of such

children in existing second marriages. The totals still

approach approximately 100,000 to 200,000 mamzerim
i by the year 2000.

Add all the above results together: By the turn of the

_eentury, there will be between three- quaners of a million - e

and.a-million.people.whose.. Jewrshn s,__' iS*contested- or
whose marriageability is denied by a Iarge group of other’
Jews. It has been estimatédthat the total American Jewish
“population by the year 2000 will be five million. Some say it
will be even lower. THE“conelusion*is’ that, within two
decades, 15%-20% of American nJewry will be socially,and
mchlégm“sﬁﬁ‘é’}ﬁeaﬁrom“}rgg@uonéi‘ Jew ,_" | ‘Fifteen to
twenty per CERt1S ‘o : a'l’rmgé phenomenon. ‘Add to these
people..their families, friends, their fellow temple and

orgamzataonal members and ‘they would constitute a -

they are not Jewish, and not merely that their converts are
not Jewish. Manifestly, contested Jews and their friends
will express resentment, will cut off funds from traditional
institutions, and finally will not socialize with the others. Itis
equally likely that Orthodox and traditional parents will be
afraid to let their children meet such Jews out of fear that
they are halachically not Jewish. The risk of intermarriage
in a new, insidious form will be uppermost in the traditional
parents’ minds.

One can project a cycle of alienation, hostility, and”™ -

withdrawal that will lead to a sundering of the Jewish
people into two religions or two social groups, funda-
i mentally divided and opposed to each other.

If the above estimates are too high—and they may well
be too low—then it may take until the year 2020 or 2050 to

major segment of American Jewry. Easily fifty per cent of - arrive at the same disastrous end. But what difference do a

% the Jewish people could be, in some way, allied with this
group against the traditional Jews who challenge their
status. What do you think would be the impact on you (or
your parents) if you were told that you are not Jewish when
' your parents tell you that you are, when you believe you

:-v"’u*m

in Jewish activities?

Tremendous anger surfaced in the “Who is a Jew"
controversy. A measure of the intensity is found in the
resolution of the highly Zionist Conservative rabbinate to
“pblacklist” from their pulpits those Knesset members who
1 voted to change the law. Conservative and Reform Jews
(mistakenly) believed that the Orthodox were saying that

few decades make over the long span of Jewish history?

Al it will take is neglect, doing nothing, to make this
script—which makes my hand shudder as it writes—
come true. Yet, at this moment, there is no brainstorming,

! _are,and when you belongto a Jewishtemple andengage . let alone serious dialogue, between the movements to

deal with the problem.

NOTE: The author wishes to acknowledge andrecom-
mend Rabbi Reuven P. Bulka’'s book, The Coming
Cataclysm (Oakville, Ont., Canada: Mosaic Press, 1984),
which opened his eyes to the full crisis, ie, that in the
absence of action, a split is almost inevitable. o
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THE DENOMINATIONAL POLITICS OF SEPARATION

As the threat of social and religious civil war looms
larger in American Jewry, the most ominous development
is inthe internal dynamics of the individual denominations.
The balance of power within each movement has shifted

toward those who would solve social and religious ¥

problems in a manner preferred by and most convenient
for the individual group, while, in effect, writing off the
concerns or the needs of the other denominations.

The decision of the Reform rabbinate to declare a child
of Jewish patrilineal descent a Jew—without requiring
conversion—is a classic example of this trend. Within
Reform congregations, there are thousands of families

= with Jewish husbands.and.non-Jewish-wives. The need

was to bring them closer to Judaism and to make them feel

welcome in the Reform community.

Those who opposed the decision argued that it was a
breach of the principle of clal Yisrael, and would alienate
and offend the Orthodox and traditional Conservatives.

The response of the Reform rabbinate, in effect, was that

-f._"nothlng we will do will satisfy the Orthodox anyway. They

say that we are not rabbis. Let us then, solve the problem

\ for ourselves, to meet a real need in our own congre-

l gations.” So distant from the Ordhodox have the Reform

* become, that marginal improvement for Reform congre-

} gants overrides concern of a breach in the Jewish people
5 or of offending the Orthodox.

(It should be noted that telling the children, “You are
~JeWish,” and not requiring a conversion ceremony can
“offer only margmal wnprovemenl in.their feelmg of belng

—rmaeama

Jewish partner fails to convert—even when the parents
» consider their children Jewish—the percentage of such
§ children who ultimately define themselves as Jewish
F; drops to twenty-five per cent.)

For its part, the Orthodox community has begun to feel
the impact of the mamzer phenomenon. Thanks to the
baalteshuva (returnees) movement, young people coming

“from-non=observant homes enter yeshivot and become
deeply committed, learned, and observant. It happened
that such a young person sought to be married and only

then was the discovery made that this was the child of a

second marriage of a mother whose first marriage was

~-lerminated without a get—i.e,, the child was illegitimate.

Facing this crisis, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, the dean of the

Orthodox rabbinate and its Ieadmg décisor, attacked the

problem boldly and liberally. Determined to prevent:
mamzerut (illegitimacy) in accordance with the compas-
sionate tradition of the halacha, Rabbi_Feinstein, simply
ruled that since Reform rabbis are ot val:d rabbls their .
marriages are not Valid: Therefore the first marriage was

| not Valid and $0 Tégtiredno get.

Rabbi Feinstein has brilliantly solved the Orthodox'
problem and permitted worthy people who wouid other-
WiSE be excluded to marry in the commumty_kdenls liberal
gnd compassmnale—otnervwse he would-Have s:mply'l

f reiecieﬁ*the*mamzenm However this solution is predi-
cated on, quite simply, dlsmlssmg the spiritual validity of
more than a million Refo:rn Jews and’their. rabbas S The
altgriative—io approach the F{eiorm rabbmate "and seek

! to work_out some policy 6f Convil

Oﬂﬁadox movement.

The Conservative movement also shows the same -
polarizing tendency. In 1985, the Conservative rabbinate
decided to accept women as rabbis«In the past, the
Conservative rabbif5Te* 1885y such stalwarts as Rabbis
Louis Finkelstein and Saul Lieberman, would have
opposed such a decision in order not to offend the
Orthodox and to avoid an open breach with the traditional
halacha. Now, the mood is, we want to deal with a real.
< needin our movement; let us go ahead and solve it for our
maxrmum benefit. If the Orthodox do not like it, it does not
matter; they will not accept us, anyway.

| believe that women in the rabbinate will make a major
contribution to the enrichment of Jewish life, and that this
stepisa moral,upgradl ng.of the status of women. | respect
the demsnon not to wait any longer. Howeveér, the decision
should have been coupled with a commitment to make
extraordinary efforts to enter into dialogue with the
Orthodox. It should have been coupled with a commitment
to strengthen observance standards so as to reassure
traditionalists that admitting women to the rabbinate is not
«wanother “dilution,” but rather a strengthening of Judaism,
~allowing all Jews to share in the full challenge of intensi-
fying Jewish life. An offer could have been made by
women rabbis to refrain from serving as witnesses on

. halachic personal status documents for a decade—on

condition that an intensive Conservative-Orthodox dia-
logue to work through the issue be pursued. The failure to
redouble efforts to reach out shows this change in

v~ psychology. Each group meetsits own needs and lets the

Y dewl take the others' hindmost.

e

Avincing.the masses to - ..
obtain a ger—woulq be far more exploswe pohtlcally inthe
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In the past, a heavy percentage of Conservative and
~ Reform rabbis came from Orthodox homes. Often, they
broke spiritually from their parents on their childhood
training and, sometimes, they carried a grudge against the
tradition. Still, in the crunch, such rabbis felt a closeness to
their families or a social link to the Orthodox community

that made them reluctant to burn bridges.

-y
Now, happily, Orthodoxy is far more successful in
= holding its own children. Happily, the Conservative and
= Reform denominations are increasingly recruiting rabbis
from their own movements. Often, these are people who
have been inspired by the movements’ youth and camping
programs, people who in many cases come from assimi-
lated homes and are becoming much more Jewish than
their parents. Their rabbinate is a statement of an upgraded
wacommitment to Jewish life. This is a positive phenomenon.
However, such people feel no ‘guilt’ vis-a-vis their parents
or the past. They are oﬁ%ﬁﬁmonhodox dismissal
_..oftheir spiritual validity. Their psychological health enables
them to become more traditional personally but com-
, munally freer to act on their own judgment and ignore the
¢ Orthodox. The result is even greater polarization.

In each movement, the tendency-to.write.off the others
is growing: How can the Reform rabbinate proé’l’aim4-he
right of patrilineal descent, when they know full well that
neither the Orthodox nor the Conservative movement
: accept such children as Jewish? What if one warrants to

-+ people for years that they are Jewish, only for them to

discover that millions of others do not consider them
Jewish. They have every right to claim consumer fraud!

This is the United States of America.“Aggrieved-young.

people may yet sue rabbis for ‘malpractice. But the Reform

rabbinate is assuming. that when the children of patrilineal.

descent come of marriageable age, so few people will

really care about halachic rules that the supply of partners -

available for marriage to such patrilinear children will not
R seriously be affected. In other words, the policy is
3 predicated, tacitly, on the disappearance of Orthodox or
‘1 seriously traditional Conservative Jews.

The exact same logic underlies Rabbi Moshe Fein-
stein’'s rulings. Does he not know that there are a million
and more Jews who follow the Reform rabbis, and

consider them their spiritual mentors? The answer is that
he is mentally calculating that with rising intermarriage.and -
j growing assimilation, the non-observant will disappear, .

Ieawng only the Orthodox behind.

%

In the past, anti-Semites built their plans on the expec-

Sz

i
Q

ome to a tragic situation where good and committed
i Jews are predicating their survival strategies on the
o‘rsappearance of orher Jews. '

Of course, the above statement is unkind. However, it
captures the emotional tone of the relationships between
the Jewish denominafidhs in the latter part of the twentieth
century. ®

:J:ﬁ Bl

tatron and hope that the Jews will disappear. We have .

[
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A CRITIQUE OF SEPARATION

The move toward greater polanzatlon and increased
rdenominational delqﬁg;gg;ahon is not merely leading to

e S
amatasi‘mphe ej_s‘oc:a! division. It is straieglcally, morally,

# and theologucally wr0ng

America is the most open society in human history. .

Everyone is exposed to variéd alternative lifestyles. All
people face the challenge of choice in which individuals
can define their own values and existence. In such an
environment, the more varieties of Jewish living that the
., community can offer, the greater the number of people
who will choose each individual variety. Each group is
strengthened by the greater effectiveness of the other.

Each group should be building up the other, for its own .

2 sake as well as for the greater good of c/al Yisrael.

When the Conservative and Reform movements grow '

stronger, Orthodoxy gains. The baal teshuva (returnee)
ovement has given numerical gains and a great
psychological lift to the Orthodox community. Most of the
baalei teshuva are recruited not from those who are totally

. out of Jewish life, but from those outside of Orthodoxy.

Most of the people available to become baalei teshuva -

come from movements nearby on the spectrum. In other
words, when Conservative and Reform generate young
people with greater Jewish commitment or with different
religious needs than their parents, some of them join the
pool of Orthodox returnees. Others stay and strengthen
their own movement.

As Conservative and Reform lay people have developed
stronger Jewish commitments in the past two decades,

... they have become consumers of day school education for
their children. Thus, they provide many jobs and oppor-
tunities for influence to Orthodox rabbis; for the Orthodox

still run the majority of the day schools. As the respect for

= tradition engendered by Conservative and Reform rabbis

has deepened among their laymen, they have increasingly
supported Orthodox institutions. In the past, if a Reform
Jew was busy assimilating, he would cross the street to
avoid meeting a Hasid. Now, Reform and Conservative
money fuels the remarkable growth of Lubavitch, as of the
other Orthodox organizations. Indeed, there is hardly a
major national Orthodox institution that can’éurvwé jigrefi
1 the fimancial support 1 of Consérvative and Reform Jews.
"‘?z., Logically, then, the Orthodox should pray every day for the
health and welfare of the Conservative and Reform
movements. But that is not the way that it is going.

As Orthodox effectiveness rises, it gives greater

strength to the Conservative and Reform movements. The
day schools are primarily built, supported, and run by the
Orthodox. Yet, outside of New York, the s:gnmcant ma|ority
and secular homes. 1iid&eéd, the Onhodox day schoois are
training the‘“fﬁtu;e {ay leadership of the Conservative and
Reform movemems —as, weII as Federatlon—although for -
the moment they are not expressmg pnde inthattruth. The
presence on college campusés of Orthodox youth wear-
ing kipot provides Jewish models &nd helps charge the
assimilated 1or]e .of the umversaty Cpp@badfhouses have
had a special success in reaching out to Jewish children
in trouble, on drugs, etc., many of them from non-Orthodox
homes. Andfor the children of Conservative, Reform, and
secular homes who seek a mystrce}l reluglous approach

the alternative solutlon to such unmet needs could well be
Reverend Moon MJEWS' for Jesus or Ha"re Krlshna

Thus, each movement strengthens the others with its
own strength which in turn strengthens the entire Jewish
community. In contrast, a social split would lower the =
numbers available to each group. In many cases, reducing
the number below a certain critical mass will weaken the
capacity of the community to support needed institutions
for all the groups. A Jewish civil war will undoubtedly lead
to an increase in ifitermartiage-and-other negatwe social
phenomena.

s T

Delegitimation of the other denominations diverts each =
one from facing its own real issues. When the Orthodox
totally deny Conservative and Reform, they can dismiss
the women's question as something which has been
raised by the non-Orthodox and therefore illegitimate. This
distracts the Orthodox from facing the challenge of
inequities in halecha, such as in divorce, and from facing \
the fact that they have not fully incorporated 50% of the §
talent and religious potential of their community. 2

When the Conservative and Reform define their own
legitimacy by dismissing the Orthodox, they end up
defining success as breaking with the rigidity of the past.
Thus, for example, translating prayers into English is
mistakenly believed to solve the problem of worship. They
fail to face the fundamental problem of prayer, of modern
man's difficulties with prayer, and of how we can pray out f
of power as we have prayed out of powerlessness.

To solve their internal problems, each group needs the

—5—
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help and presence of the other. The Conservative and

Reform movements desperately need.more. discipline,

more ability, to,.demand. from their lay people a deeper
sense,of tradition. The rabbis ‘Who“See this need are
frustrated by the limited res ponse of their lay people. The
best way to get the lay people to grow is by having them
relate to models from the other groups. Out of sympathetic
contact with an Orthodox family, Conservative and Reform
Jews are more likely to experience the beauty of Shabbat
f or the strength of the family yom tov and are far more likely

1 to begin such observances themselves.

The Orthodox community needs more capacity to
respond sensitively and effectively to contemporary
urgencies. It needs to be helped to focus on social action

and the call to justice. It needs help in enriching the .

spirituality of its lay people, as against excessively
méghanical ¢ obseryance in whrcnlnesprrnual forest is losl

g

peddlé’could be encouraged in these directions would be
from contact with simpatico Conservative and Reform
pJews who are active in these areas. Ideally, Jews from all

Under the Vichy regime, the native French Jews were
temptedto accept the round-up of “stateless Jews" (read:
Ost juden).

Lol L

Instead of separatmg, Jews should be binding them-
selves to each other as closely as possible,lestone-group
be tempted into_indifference. to.the other's fate. Rabbi
Joseph Soloveitchik proclaimed this insight decades ago
in his classic essay,Kol.Bodi-Dofek..But the Orthodox
movement has failed to translate this mandate into

Py halachic behavior.

Theologically, the separation of the Jewish people is an

. outrage. We live after the Holocaust and the rebirth of

Israel. Clearly, the overwhelming message of those two

events is the unity of the Jewzsh people —theumty offater=e.,

which Rabbi"Saiveltchikch
coven snant of & common féte here Were no aistinctions in
the ga;ghambers “fo'e elevate the distinctions between
Jews to absolute status is to deny the truth that all Jews

§'described a‘irbnr goral—the

AN A

( carry the fate of the covenant, or run the risks of suffering

denommatlons should gather together for weekends and % for it. All Jews are qu's witnesses.

. for chances to exchange agendas and understanding. But
% this is not possible with the present mood of alienation and

'1#4"-;;,

Israel represents Jewish unity. It was built by religious

Yseparation.

The greatest evil resulting from a split could well show
up in a moral side effect. We learned in the Holocaust that

fSplrltansitce from others, and tack of. respectfogtherr_

o

rehglon translated into, moral mdrfference to their fate. This
IS why sofew Chrlsnans helped Jews. Will separated Jews
stand idly by the blood of other Jews when they are in
danger? Would each group repeat the erroneous attitude
of native French.Jewry towards "Ostjuden” in 1939-407?

O e

and secular Jews alike. Israel is supported by Orthodox,
Conservative, Reform, and Reconstructionist alike. Israel
is the great symbol that the covenant of the JewrsthOple
still lives. To separate nowmwmg !hrough the Exodus
aer'gﬁrng on with business as.usual, A community guiity 6f
uch mgramude and spiritual hard- heartedness can only
{s fail religiously. Israel's redemptive significance should be
ranslated into common holidays and celebrations, unifying
%ractices-——and concrete efforts to bridge religious gaps
2 etween all the groups. O
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WHAT IS TO BE DONE"

American Jewry must establish a systemanc religious
dialogue among the Jewish denominations on the scale of
the Jewish-Christian dialogue of the past fifty years. Over
the decades, the Jewish community has financed dialogue
programs of the Anti-Defamation League, the American
Jewish Committee, the American Jewish Congress, the
Synagogue Council of America, and the joint National
Conference of Christians and Jews to ensure that Jews
and Christians would overcome the hostilities of the past.
Many have criticized the duplication, but the fact is thatan
extraordinary success was made possible by this signifi-
cant investment of resources.

A legacy of eighteen hundred years of hatred—and
even murder—has been broadly overcome by people
inspired by dialogue, religious sharing and theologizing, as
well as by personal and social contacts. There are
Evangelical Christians now challenging the anti-Semitism

of the New Testament. Devout Catholics and Protestants .

have reformulated their own traditions to eliminate
stereotyping and hatred and to advocate Jewish causes

such as Israel and Soviet Jewry. Eminent Jewish thinkers

have formulated the most positive Jewish models of
Christianity ever developed in all the days of their separate
existence.

When it comes to Jewish;Jewish dialogue, however,
there has been a shortage of organizations. The Syna-

gogue Council of America (SCA) brings together the three .

denominations. To prevent halachic controversy due to
participation in SCA, each movement was given a veto.

To avoid straining the weak fabric of the: SCA, 'divisive’’

theological issues have been avoided. Moreover, dele-
gates sit not as individuals but as representatives of their
movements, which restricts or prevents growing toward
each other. Most local Boards of Rabbis follow this same
policy.

At the present time, the National Jewish Resource
Center offers the only serious organizational commitment
to intra-Jewish ecumenism. NJRC's CHEVRA project for
rabbis is committed to clal Yisrael and provides a forum for
ongoing dialogue. Due to limited budget, only 120 rabbis in
six cities are currently involved. That number is not yet
large enough to change the outcome of policies or to
reverse the present tendency to polarization. NJRC has
sought funding to increase the scope of CHEVRA but has
found little receptivity to its requests.

Nationally, the Federations are giving millions for

Jewlsh Christian dialogue but only pennies for Jewish-
Jewish dialogue. The level of consciousness regarding
the urgency of the issue is too low. The truth of the matter
is, if the growing divisiveness is not stopped, it will split the
unity of community, affect the success of local campaigns
and cost the Federations millions of dollars.

The internal Jewish discussion should follow the
Jewish-Christian dialogue model, in all its aspects (an
embarrassing but accurate analogy). There should be a
high-level dialogue encompassing systematic theology
and studies in halacha which respectfully acknowledge
divisions between the groups. Theological and halachic
reasoning that justify and mandate the necessary steps to
cooperate and to construct common solutions must be
developed within each movement.

For example: within the Orthodox movement, there are
scholars already arguing that even if the non-Orthodox
movements follow halachic procedures, all their acts will -
be invalid. In this view, non-Orthodox theological assump-
tions (including the possibility of change in halacha) make :
all non-Orthodox acts ipso facto null and void. Halachic :
scholarship that seeks unifying solutions should build on

the suggestion of the_Ghazenlsh (the great leader of the
most traditional Israeli sector of the past generation!) that

disbelief and even atheism should be treated as a modern.
Itural bias or ‘pressure’, rather willful denial.

u
m other possible positive Orthodox approaches.in
the thought of Rabbis Abraham Isaac Kook and Joseph P
Soloveitchik. Yet, for the most part, the halachic disciples
of these great figures are being educated to simplistic
philosophies of halacha and socialized to separatist
approaches. All three movements need an infusion of
high-level scholarship in philosophy, theology, and hala-
cha. Developing such high-level scholarship takes time,
talent, and careful cultivation.

In addition, we need middie-level dialogue in which the
rabbis and practitioners, as well as the lay leadership of
each movement, are brought into systematic and regular
contact for learning, for better mutual understanding, and
for finding common solutions to common problems.

Finally, there must be a popular level, modeled on the
living room dialogue’ of the Jewish-Christian experience.
Through such dialogues, people overcome stereotypes.
They learn that there is real commitment in the other
groups to values which they also respect and desire. This
changes the atmosphere and gives support to the rabbis

s [ i
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who seek to overcome some of the legal and theological
obstacles. Without such lay sympathy, it would be
impossible for spiritual leadership to overcome barriers,

Itis time that those Jews who are not totally ‘denomina-
tionalized' assert the principle and the priority of clal
Yisrael (the unity and totality of the Jewish people). | would
call upon all Jews to put pressure—peer pressure, moral
judgment, even economic pressure—on the leadership of
all the denominations. Let a non-Orthodox Jew who is
giving money to traditional institutions ask them: What are
they doing to advance unity? Are they abusing other
Jews? Just asking the question begins to have an impact
on policy.

Let Orthodox Jews who are active in the community
constantly challenge their non-Orthodox co-workers:
What are they doing to insure that their own denominations
not act irresponsibly in matters of personal status or issues
that affect the overall unity of the Jewish people? It is time
to collect 1.O.U.s from each other. At least, a combination
of moral éﬁd‘pﬂﬁﬁcal pressure should be brought to bear to
advance solutions that favor the good of the total
community, rather than the short-term advantages of a
particular group. '

Among those Jews who view the polarization with
equanimity, many are convinced that only their group will
survive, But the Orthodox who favor withdrawal should not
be so complacent. True, they could turn out to be the
saving remnant. They could equally turn out to be the
contemporary ‘Dead Sea sect'—the group that withdrew
to save its own purity and died an arid, nameless death
sundered from Jewish history. Those Conservative Jews

who feel that Orthodox is reactionary and a lost cause,
those Reform and secular Jews who have written off the
survival of the traditionalists, all those who are convinced
that they alone are modern enough to survive, should ask
themselves whether it is not equally likely that they will
simply be assimilated into the magnetic culture of the
twentieth century.

We need each other. The renewal of each group is the
best insurance for the survival of all groups. It is time to
develop true consciousness of the urgency of the
polarization problem and to formulate strategies detailed
enough and wise enough to attack problems and find root
solutions. The will to unity, and recognition of common fate
are extraordinarly powerfulamong the Jewish rank andfile.
The failure lies inthe factthat all that energy has gone into
political and philanthropic fields. It is time to translate the

sense of common destiny into_theological categories,
halachic thinking; igious behavior.
h“_—\——_ ——

This call for unity is not based on the hope of unanimity
or uniformity, There is nothing wrong with disagreements.
The divisions need not be papered over. What is needed is

strain i amental commit-

‘ments to find common solutions. No one should under-

estimate either the traamomn, oF the will and fertile imagina-
tion of the Jewish people. There are positive solutions
enough within our grasp. We need the intelligence, the
courage and the commitment to pursue it. The time to act
is now. 0

©1085, the National Jewish Resource Center.

The author of this special "Perspectives”is solely responsible for the
views expressed.
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~History and Otoamzanon

The National Jewish Resource Center, is a non-proﬂt educational
and nondenominational religious organization founded in 1974 by
Rabbi Irving (Yitz) Greenberg, Elie Wiesel, and Steve Shaw. In
1983, the Institute for Jewish Experience, founded by Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin, was merged into the NJRC. NJRC’s governing body is its
Board of Directors and Executive Committee which consists of
dlstmgunshed lay leaders from throughcut the United States.

Pu rpose
to educate leaders for the new era of Jewish history in the spirit
of Clal Yisrael—the unity and totallty of ihe Jewish pe0p]e

Program Goals

to enable the Jewish community to meet the challenge of the
open society in which Jews must choose to be Jews and to meet the
challenge of political power and the ethics of power in the United
States and Israel.

What Does NJRC Do To Meet
Thgs_e Goals’

~— Through a variety of programs, NJRC educates lhe
community that the Holocaust and the rebirth of Israel are turning
points in Jewish history and that policy and spiritual | religious life
must incorporate these events and their lessons,

— Persuades the community through actual programs that
Jewish learning and experiences are essential to motivate leadership

~ personally and are rélevant to community policy decisions.

— Trains and motivates a leadership cadre—lay, rabbinic,
academic, communal professional—to learn and apply the Jewish
heritage and classic Jewish sources to their lives and organizational

-work. (Until recently, learning and personal model have not been a

key qualification of community leadership.)

— Reaches out to recruit new leaders for Jewry from people of
high achievement and talent who have not been involved in the
Jewish community. (In the past century, generally, the higher the
education, achievement, and wealth, the lower the involvement in
Jewish life. This pattern must be reversed.)

— Persuades the community that unity (“we are one”) can be
translated into educational values and spiritual facts, not only
fundraising and political action. NJRC brings together lay people of
all backgrounds, synagogue and Federation leadership, secular and
religious Jews to develop a common agenda.

— In its CHEVRA project, brings Orthodox, Conservative, and
Reform Rabbis and academics together to learn regularly and to
explore common approaches to the issues which divide us, such as
“Who Is a Jew,” conversion, and ritual.

— Through its Rabbinic Fellows Institute, an outstanding
interdenominational faculty trains Orthodox, Conservative, and
Reform Rabbis and senior rabbinical students to teach in the spirit
of Clal Yisrael and to develop programs based on the unity and
totality of the ]ewnsh people.

How Does N]RC Do It?

— Through weekends, Shabbatonim, and retreats held across
America.

— Through conferences and one-day institutes for lay leaders,

Rabbis, and scholars.

— Through special training programs and ongoing study groups.

— Through publications: Holiday guides, policy papers, journals,
reports, and columns of commentary on current Jewish issues
which appear in many Anglo-Jewish periodicals.

— Through teaching films and audio tapes.

National Jewish Resource Center — A Fact Sheet

Where__Does NJRC Operate?

— Across the United States,

— NJRC has conducted over 100 weekend retreats in 39 states
of the U.S.A. and has organized hundreds of classes and
conferences in more cities.

— In 1984-1985, NJRC will launch its National Jewish
Conference Center for the American Jewish community. The
beautiful facility will be a year-round site for weekends—including
family Shabbatonim—as well as retreats, summer institutes and
special university student summer sessions. The Center will serve
as a training place for national Jewish organizations and for rabbis
and academics who will be sent to do parallel programs all over the
country.

Current Organizational Goals:

A Center f(}r Learning and Leader shtp

NJRC’s primary prcqec( is the creation of a nahonal ]ewash
conference center, a modern hotel | conference facility within one
hour of New York City and within two hours of the New York
airports, to serve a national constituency. The center will offer
weekends, retreats, Shabbat experiences, training and summer
sessions, scholarly conferences and family programs on a year-
round basis to individuals and families, to synagogues and schools,
and to national organizations. It will be available for use by Jewish
organizations for their own programs as well.

The Conference Center, to be known as the “Center for
Learning and Leadership” (CLAL), will enable NJRC to offer
Shabbat and weekend programs on a continual basis. Thus, people
can find a weekend that fits their schedules rather than having to
come on a specific weekend when a temporary.facility is available.

The Center will allow for weeklong institutes and summer
sessions which are currently prohibitive in cost.

At the Center, a college student program modeled on the
Brandeis-Bardin Institute will be offered. The BBI program has
been in operation for over thirty years—it offers a thirty-day total
Jewish environment and study program once in a lifetime, and has
been shown ta have permanent effects including lower
intermarriage, more Jewish involvement, and more stable family
lives.

The Center for Learning and Leadership will be the national
source for state of the art leadership training programs. A cadre of
Rabbis and academics will be trained at CLAL to bring these
programs to communities all over America. CLAL will offer special
programs for children of leaders designed to communicate the
meaning and purpose of Jewish involvement and to deal with the
special burdens and challenge of being the children of achievers.

The Center will host special conferences where scholars and
policy analysts will interact with the lay and professional leadership
of the Jewish community. Participants will assess emerging trends
and problems and identify policies to resolve issues out of common
objectives for the benefit of the entire Jewish people.

The Center will offer dialogues, study programs and summer
sessions for Rabbis of all denominations, led by an all-
denominational faculty committed to the unity and totality of the
Jewish people.

The Center will offer a particularly rich program of Shabbatonim

~ for families, singles, and groups. These weekends are designed to

introduce Shabbat into family life and to enable individuals to grow
into the rewarding experiences of Jewish living. In all these
programs, people of every religious background will come together
in the excitement of discovering the full variety of Jewish living
through the inspiration of the most magnetic and spiritually
stimulating scholars in Jewish life today.

National Jewish Resource Center

421 Seventh Avenue « New York, N.Y. 10001
2121714-9500




The Jewish people will
split apart within decades
into two hostile groups
who are unable or
unwilling to marry each
other. Unless we act now.

BY IRVING GREENBERG
Special To The Barmwg

“Will there be one Jewish peo-
ple by the year 2000?”

Until recently, this question
would have been dismissed as
mischievous. The normal, on-
going social dynamics of the
Jewish community worked to
keep us one people. From time to
time, divisive actions by
militants from different groups
have threatened to disrupt the
unity, but “We Are One” ap-
peared to most Jews to be as







eternal and solid a truth as the ageless
hills

Themhnsbeenadeciaivechallengeto
this truth in the past twenty years,
though. The pattern of current demo-
graphic r:.hange and negative social in-
teraction is leading to grim consequences.
1f sociological forces are left to operate un-
checked, within decades, the Jewish people
will split apart into two, mutually divided,
hostile groups who are unable or unwilling
to marry each other.

It will take determined, continuous
action to reverse the combination of demo-
graphic trends, particularly in the areas of
conversion, patrilineal descent and mam-
zerim (halachically illegitimate children),
that is ing this disaster for Jewish
survival. (See )

By the turn of the century, there will be
a million people whose Jewishness is con-
tested or whose marriageability is denied
by alarge group of other Jews. It has been
estimated that the total American Jewish
population by the year 2000 will be five
million. Some say it will be even lower. The
conclusion is that, within two decades,
15%-20% of American Jewry will be social-
ly and halachically separated from tradi-
tional Jews.

ﬁfteﬂnmtmtypermtmnotaﬁmge
phenomenon. Add to these people their
families, friends, their fellow temple and
organizational members and they would
constitute a major fragment of American
Jewry. Easily fifty per cent of the Jewish

could be, in some way, allied with
this group against the traditional Jews
who challenge their status. What do you
think would be the impact on you (or your
parents) if you were told that you are not
Jewish when your parents tell you that
you are, when you believe you are, and
when you belong to a Jewish temple and
in Jewish activities?
anger surfaced in the “Who
is a Jew"' controversy. A measure of the
intensity is found in the resolution of the
highly Zionist Conservative Rabbinate to
“blacklist’’ from their pulpits those
Knesset members who voted to change the
law. Conservative and Reform Jews (mis-
takenly) believed that the Orthodox were
saying that they are not Jewish, and not
merely that their converts are not Jewish.
Manifestly, contested Jews and their
friends will resentment, will cut off
funds from traditional institutions, and
finally will not socialize with the others, It
is equally likely that Orthodox and tradi-
tional parents will be afraid to let their
children meet such Jews out of fear that
they are halachically not Jewish. The risk
of intermarriage in a new, insidious form
will be uppermost in the traditional par-
ents’ minds.

One can project a cycle of alienation,
hostility, and withdrawal that will lead to
a sundering of the Jewish people into two
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religions or two social groups, fundamen-
tally divided and opposed to each other.

If the numbers in the above estimates
are too high—and they may well be too
low—then it may take until the year 2020
or 2050 to arrive at the same disastrous
end. But what difference does a few
decades make over the long span of Jewish

history?

All it will take is neglect, doing nothing,
to make this script — which makes my
hand shudder as it writes — come true.
Yet, at this moment, there is no brainstor-
ming, let alone serious dialogue, between

the movements to deal with the problem.

a
-
& 4

A Jewish civil war
will undoubtedly

lead to an increase
in intermarriage and
other negative social
phcnnmcnd.

Denominational Politics

As the threat of social and religious civil
war looms larger in American Jewry, the
most ominous development is in the inter-
nal dynamics of the individual denomina-
tions towards their own needs.

The decision of the Reform rabbinate to
declare a child of Jewish patn.lmell de-
scent a Jew — without conver-
sion — is a classic example of this trend.
Within Reform congregations, there are
thousands of families with Jewish hus-
band and non-Jewish wife. The need was
to bring them closer to Judaism and to
make them feel welcome in the Reform
community.

It should be noted that telling the
children, “You are Jewish,” and not requir-
ing a conversion ceremony can only offer
marginal improvement in their feeling of
being wanted in the Jewish community.
Moreover, Egon Mayer's research on inter-
marriage shows that when the non-Jewish
partner fails to convert — even when the
parents consider their children Jewish —
the percentage of such children who
ultimately define themselves as Jewish
drops to twenty-five percent.

Those who opposed the resolution
argued that it was a breach of the principle
of Klal Yisrael (Jewish unity) and would

alienate and offend the Orthodox and
traditional Conservatives. The response of
the Reform rabbinate, in effect, was that
“nothing we will do will satisfy the Or-
thodox anyway. They say that we are not
rabbis. Let us then, solve the problem for
ourselves, to meet a real need in our own
congregations.” So distant have the
Reform become from the Orthodox, that
marginal improvement. for Reform con-
gregants overrides concern of a breach in
the Jewish people or of offending the
Orthodox.

The Orthodox community has begun to
feel the impact of the mamzer (illegitimate
child) phenomenon. Thanks to the baal
teshuva (returnees) movement, young pec-
ple coming from non-observant homes
enter yeshivot and become deeply commit-
ted, learned, and observant. It happened
that such a young person sought to be
married and only then was the discovery
made that this was the child of a second
marriage of a mother whose first marriage
was terminated without a get (divorce) —
ie., the child was illegitimate.

Facing this crisis, Rabbi Moshe Fein-
stein, the dean of the Orthodox rabbinate
and its leading decisor, attacked the prob-
lem boldly and liberally. Determined to
prevent mamzerut (illegitimacy) in accord-
ance with the compassionate tradition of
the halacha, Rabbi Feinstein simply ruled
that since Reform rabbis are not valid
rabbis, their marriages are not valid;
therefore the first marriage was not valid
and so required no get. There is no problem
of mamzerut. In halacha, a child out of
wedlock is not illegitimate.

Rabbi Feinstein has brilliantly solved
the Orthodox problem and permitted
worthy people who would otherwise be ex-
cluded to marry in the community. He is
liberal and compassionate — otherwise, he
would simply reject the mamzerim. How-
ever, this solution is predicated on, quite
simply, dismissing the spiritual validity of
more than a million Reform Jews and
utterly denying their rabbis. The alter-
native — to approach the Reform rab-
binate and seek to work out some policy
of convincing the masses to obtain a get
— would be far more explosive politically
in the Orthodox movement.

The Conservative movement also shows
the same polarizing tendency. In 1985, the
Conservative rabbinate decided to accept
women as rabbis. In the past, the Conser-
vative rabbinate, led by such stalwarts as
Rabbis Louis Finkelstein and Saul Lieber-
man, would have op such a decision
in order not to the Orthodox and to
avoid an open breach with the traditional
halacha. Now, the mood is, we want to deal
with & real need in our movement; let us
go ahead and solve it for our maximum
benefit. It doesn’t matter if the Orthodox
don't like it; they won't accept us anyway.

1 believe that women in the rabbinate
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The Demographics
Of Separation

story:

CONVERTS: Everybody complains
about intermarriage, but the other side
of the open society is that a large number
of people choose to join the Jewish com-
munity. In the United States, there has
been a surge of converts,
over the past few years. A recent Wall
Street Journal survey suggested that
10,000 convert to Judaism annually. If
the rate of conversion remains constant,
there will be an additional 150,000 con-

- verts by the year 2000. Add them to the
ahetdy-eximng number of American

160,000-250,000 — and there will be
300,000-400,000 converts living in our
community. Of them, 90% or more will
be Reform, which is to say that they will
not have undergone a conversion ritual
which satisfies the requirements of Or-
thodox Jews or of the Conservative
movement for acceptance as Jews.
PATRILINEAL DESCENT: The re-
cent decision of the Reform rabbinate to
recognize the children born of a Jewish
father and a non-Jewish mother as Jews
— even without conversion — is cresting
another class of Jews who are not ac-
cepted as such by the rest of the com-

munity. There are an estimated 500,000
children of marriages between a Jew and
a nonJew in American Jewry. In one-
third of those marriages, the partner con-
verted. Let us assume, then, that one-
chrdofthemmchildnnwﬂlbere-

in which one of the partners does not con-
vert, an estimated two-thirds are be
tween a Jewish father and a non-Jewish
mother. Applying that ratio to the
335,000 children left in the pool, we can
estimate 220,000 children of patrilineal
descent. In the absence of conversion,
they will be considered Jewish by the
Reform movement, but not by the more
traditional Jews. Their numbers will un-
doubtedly increase in the next fifteen

years.

MAMZERIM: More than one hundred
years ago, the Reform rabbinate decided
to accept civil divorce as a legal end to
a Jewish marriage. For almost a century,
that decision had no serious consaquen-
ces, mainly because the Jewish divorce

hubematxmdmsrlsin.lcwiahcﬁ-
vorce. The American national divorce

rate is now estimated at 50% in recent

marriages. The Jewish rate could easily
be at the 30-40% level.
‘l‘he good mews is that Jews have

Thuofore..lmhnahghr&mmge
rate; indeed, the highest re-marriage rate
bdnmmmmgmm
(Jewish law), a can be dis-
solvodon!ybyagwtldimdomt}

A guess
that there are 200.000-300.000&!'31"511'
weddings a year. A 20% to 30% divorce
rate would equal 60,000 divorces, of
Idwm 30%-50% would remarry. That

15,000 mamzerim a year, a I
pumber. Let us arbitrarily the
number of such children in existing se-
cond The totals still

will make a major contribution to the
enrichment of Jewish life, and that this

" step is a moral upgrading of the status of

women. I respect the decision not to wait
any longer. However, the decision should
have been coupled with a commitment to
make i efforts to enter into

have been coupled with a commitment to
strengthen observance so as to
reassure traditionalists that admitting
women to the rabbinate is not another
“dilution,” but rather a strengthening of
Judaism, allowing all Jews to share in the
full challenge of intensifying Jewish life.
offer could have been made by women
mbbutoreﬁumﬁommum

through the issue be pursued. The failure
to redouble efforts to reach out shows this

with the Orthodox. It should

change in psychology. Each group meets
its own needs and lets the devil take the
others’ hindmost.

In each movement, the Umdmcy to
write off the others is growing. How can
the Reform rabbinate proclaim the right
of patrilineal descent, when they know full
well that neither the Orthodox nor the of-
ficial Conservative movement will accept
such children as Jewish? The Reform
rabbinate is assuming that when the child-
ren of patrilineal descent come to mar-
rigeable age, there will not be a significant
number of observant Jews around. So few

of partners available for marriage to such
patrilinear children. In other words, the
policy is predicated, tacitly, on the disap-
of Orthodox or seriously tradi-

tional Conservative Jews.
The exact same- logic unde.rhes Rahbx

answer is that he is mentally calculating

Moshe Feinstein's rulings. Does he not
know that there are a million and more
Jews who follow the Reform rabbis, and
i mentors? The

that with rising intermarriage and grow
inga?sxmﬂnhonmthenon-obse:vnnntmll
bemdias:m:eu.luvmgmlyt.ha(}rthodnx

In the past, anti-Semites built their
plans on the expectation and hope that the
Jews will disappear. We have come to a

tragic situation where good and commit-
ted Jews are predicating their survival

strategies on the disappearance of ot.her

Jews.

A Critique Of Separation
The move toward greater

mdmmedmmdanomnammald&
legitimation is not merely leading to a
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WITH HYPNOSIS — INDIVIDUAL SESSIONS
ALSO PSYCHOTHERAPY COUNSELING
"HARRY A. OLSON, Ph.D
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" PERMANENT HAIR REMOVAL
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catastrophe of social division. It is stra-
tegically, morally, and theologically

wrong.

America is the most open society in
human history. Everyone is exposed to
varied alternative lifestyles. All people
face the challenge of choice in which in-
dividuals can define their own values and
existence. In such an environment, the
more varieties of Jewish living that the
community can offer, the greater the
number of people who will choose each in-
dividual variety. Each group is strength-
ened by the greater effectiveness of the
other. Each group should be building up
the other, for its own sake as well as for
the greater good of Klal Yisrael

When the Conservative and Reform
movements grow stronger, Orthodoxy
gains. The baa! tuhmm {retumee) move-
ment has given m gains and a
great psychological lift to the Orthodox
community. Most of the baalsi teshuva are
recruited not from those who are totally
out of Jewish life, but from those outside
of Orthodoxy. Most of the people available
to become baalei teshuva come from
movements nearby on the spectrum. In
other words, when Conservative and
Reform generate young people with
greater Jewish commitment or with dif-
ferent religious needs than their parents,
some of them jain the pool of Orthodox
returnees, Others stay and strengthen
their own movement.

As Conservative and Reform lay people
have developed stronger Jewish com-
mitments in the past two decades, they
have become consumers of day school
education for their children. Thus, they
provide many jobs and oppertunities for
influence to Orthodox rabbis, for the Or-
thodox still run the majority of the day
schools. As the respect for tradition

engendered by Conservative and Reform
rabbis has deepened among their laymen,
they have increasingly supported Or-
thodox institutions. In the past, if a
Reform Jew was busy assimilating, he
would cross the street to avoid meeting a
chasid. Now, Reform and Conservative
money fuels the remarkable growth of
Lubavitch, as of the other Orthodox
organizations. Indeed, there is hardly a
major national Orthodox institution that
can survive without the financial support
of Conservative and Reform Jews. Logic-
ally, then, the Orthodox should pray every
day for the health and welfare of the Con-
servative and Reform movements. But
that is not the way that it is going.

As Orthodox effectiveness rises, it gives
greater strength to the Conservative and
Reform movements. The day schools are
primarily built, supported, and run by the
Orthodox. Yet, outside of New York, the
significant majority of day school students
come from Conservative, Reform and
secular homes. Indeed, the Orthodox day
schools are training the future lay leader-

ship of the Conservative and Reform
movements — as well as Federation —
although for the moment they are not ex-
pressing pride in that truth. The presence
on college campuses of Orthodox youth
wearing kipot provides Jewish models and
helps change the assimilated tone of the
university, Chabad houses have had a
special success in reaching out to Jewish
children in trouble, on drugs, etc., many
of them from non-Orthodox hom And
for the children of Conservative, Reform,
and secular homes who seek a mystical
religious approach with strong authority
and discipline, it is important that there
be a Lubavitch or yeshiva option. In an
open society, the alternative solution to
such unmet needs could well be Reverend
Moon, Jews for Jesus, or Hare Krishna.

Thus, each movement strengthens the

. !

Idéally, Jews from
all denominations

should go away
together for
weekends and for
chances to exchange
agendas and
understanding.

others with its own strength which in turn

* strengthens the entire Jewish community.

In contrast, a social split would lower the
numbers available to each group. In many
cases, reducing the number below a certain
critical mass will weaken the capacity of
the community to support needed institu-
tions for all the groups. A Jewish civil war
will undoubtedly lead to an increase in in-
termarriage and other negative social
phenomena.

Delegitimation of the other denomina-
tions diverts each one from facing its own
real issues. When the Orthodox totally
deny Conservative and Reform, they can
dismiss the women's question as some-
thing which has been raised by the non-
Orthodox and therefore illegitimate. This
distracts the Orthodox from facing the
challenge of inequities in halacha, such as
in divorce, and from facing the fact that
they have not fully incorporated 50 per-




cent of the talent and religious potential
of their community in a maximum way.

When the Conservative and Reform
define their own legitimacy by dismissing
the Orthodox, they end up defining suc-
cess as breaking with the rigidity of the
past. Thus, for example, translating
prayers into English is mistakenly be-
lieved to_solve the problem of worship.
They fail to face the fundamental problem

of prayer, of modern man’'s difficulties -

with prayer, and of how we can pray out
of power as we have prayed out of
powerlessness.

To solve their internal problems, each
group needs the help and presence of the
other. The Conservative and Reform
movements desperately need more dis-
cipline, more ability to demand from their
lay peaple, and a deeper sense of tradition.
The rabbis who see this need are frus-
trated by the limited response of their lay
people. The best way to get the lay people
to grow is by having them relate to models
from the other groups. Out of sympathetic
contact with an Orthodox family, Conser-
vative and Reform Jews are more likely to
experience the beauty of Shabbat or the
strength of the family yom tov and are far
more likely to begin such observances
themselves.

The Orthodox community needs more
capacity to respond sensitively and effec-
tively to contemporary urgencies. It needs
to be helped to focus on social action and
the call to justice. It needs help in
enriching the spirituality of its lay people,
as against excessively mechanical obser-
vance in which the spiritual forest is lost
for the trees of details. One of the best
ways Orthodox lay people could be en-
couraged in these directions would be from
contact with simpatico Conservative and
Reform Jews who are active in these areas.
Ideally, Jews from all denominations
should go away together for weekends and
for chances to exchange agendas and

.understanding. But that is not possible
with the present mood of alienation and
separation.

The greatest evil resulting from a split
could well show up in a moral side effect.
We learned in the Holocaust that spiritual
distance from others and lack of respect
for their religion translated into moral in-
difference to their fate. This is why so few
Christians helped Jews. Will separated
Jews stand idly by at the blood of the
other Jews when they are in danger?
Would each group repeat the erroneous at-
titude of native French Jewry towards
‘Ostjuden’ in 1939-40? Under the Vichy
regime, the native French Jews were
tempted to accept the round-up of “state-
less Jews" (or Ost juden).

Instead of separating, Jews should be
binding themselves to each other as
closely as possible, lest one group be
tempted into indifference to the other's
fate. Rabbi Soloveitchik proclaimed this

insight decades ago in his classic essay Kol
Dodi Dofek. But the Orthodox movement
has failed to translate this mandate into
halachic behavior and outreach to include
the others within Orthodox solutions.

Theologically, the separation of the
Jewish people is an outrage. We live after
the Holocaust and the rebirth of Israel.
Clearly, the overwhelming message of
those two events is the unity of the Jewish
people — the unity of fate which Rabbi
Solveitchik has described as brit goral —
the covenant of common fate. There were
no distinctions in the gas chambers. To
elevate the distinctions between Jews to
absolute status is to deny the truth that
all Jews carry the fate of the covenant, or
run the risks of suffering for it. All Jews
are God's witnesses.

Israel represents Jewish unity. It was
built by religious and secular Jews alike.
Israel is supported by Orthodox, Consor
vative, Reform, and Reconstru
alike. Imadmmemtsymbolthattha
covenant of the Jewish people still lives.
To separate now is like living through the
Exodus and going on with business as
usual.

A commumty guilty of such ingratitude
and spiritual hard-heartedness can only
fail religiously. Israel's redemptive
significance should be translated into com-
mon holidays and celebrations, unifying
practices — and concrete efforts to
religious gaps between all the groups.

What Can Be Done?

American Jewry must establish a
systematic religious dialogue among the
Jewish denominations on the scale of the
Jewish-Christian dialogue of the past fifty
years.

Over the decades, the Jewish commun-
ity has financed dialogue programs of the
Anti-Defamation League, the American
Jewish Committee, the American Jewish
Congress, the Synagogue Council of
America, and the Joint National Con-
ference of Christians and Jews to ensure
that Jews and Christians would overcome
the hostilities of the past. Many have
criticized the duplication, but the fact is
that an extraordinary success was made
possible by this significant investment of
resources.

A legacy of eighteen hundred years of
hatred — and even murder — has been
broadly overcome by people inspired by
dialogue, religious sharing and theologiz-
ing, as well as by personal and social con-
tacts. There are Evangelical Christians
now challenging the anti-Semitism of the
New Testament. Devout Catholics and
Protestants have reformulated their own
traditions to eliminate stereotyping and
hatred and to advocate Jewish causes such
as Israel and Soviet Jewry. Eminent
Jewish thinkers have formulated the most

MORRI
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positive Jewish models of Christianity
ever developed in all the days of their
gseparate existence.

When it comes to Jewish-Jewish dia-
logue, however, there has been a shortage
of organizations. The Synagogue Council
of America (SCA) brings together the
three denominations. To prevent halachic
controversy due to participation in SCA,
each movement was given a veto. To avoid
straining the weak fabric of the SCA,
‘divisive’ theological issues have been
avoided. Moreover, delegates sit not as in-
dividuals but as representatives of their
movements, which restricts or prevents

growing toward each other. Most local
Boards of Rabbis follow this same policy.

At the present time, the National Jewish
Resource Center offers the only serious
organizational commitment to intra-
Jewish ecumenism. NJRC's CHEVRA
project for rabbis is committed to Klal
Yisrael and provides a forum for ongoing
dialogue. Due to limited budget, only 120
rabbis in six cities are currently involved.
That number is not yet large enough to
change the outcome of policies or to
reverse the present tendency to polanza—
tion. NJRC has to increase
the scope of CHEVRA but has found little
receptivity to its requests.

Nationally, the Federations are giving
millions for Jewish-Christian dialogue but
only pennies for Jewish-Jewish dialogue.
The level of consciousness regarding the
urgency of the i J.s.sue is too low. The truth
of the matter is, if the growing divisive-
ness is not stopped, it will split the unity
of community, affect the success of local
campaigns and cost the Federations
millions of dollars.

The internal Jewish discussion should
follow the Jewish-Christian dialogue
model, in all its aspects (an embarrassing
but accurate analogy). There should be a
high-level dialogue encompassing sys-
tematic theology and studies in halacha
which respactfully acknowledge divisions
between the groups. Theological and
halachic reasoning that justify and man-
date the necessary steps to cooperate and
to construct common solutions must be
developed within each movement.

For example: within the Orthodox move-
ment, there are scholars already arguing
that even if the non-Orthodox movements
follow halachic procedures, all their acts
will be invalid. In this view, non-Orthodox
theological assumptions (including the
possibility of change in halacha) make all
non-Orthodox acts ipso facto null and
void.

Halachic scholarship that seeks unifying
solutions should build on the suggestion
of the Chazon Ish (the great leader of the
most traditional Israeli sector of the past
generation) that disbelief and even athe-
ism should be treated as a modern cultural
bias or ‘pressure,’ rather than as a willful

denial. There are other possible positive
Orthodox approaches in the thought of
Rabbis Abraham Isaac Kook and Joseph
P. Soloveitchik. Yet, for the most part, the
halachic disciples of these great figures are
being educated to simplistic philosophies
of halacha and socialized to separatist ap-
proaches. All three movements need an in-
fusion of high-level scholarship in phil-
osophy, theology, and halacha.

such high-level scholarship takes time,
talent, and careful cultivation.

In addition, we need middle-level dia-
logue in which the rabbis and practi-
tioners, as well as the lay leadership of
each movement, are brought into sys-

& Nationally, the

Federations are
giving millions for
Jewish-Christian
dialogue but only
pennies for Jewish
dialogue.

tematic and regular contact for learning,
for better mutual understanding, and for
finding common solutions to common
problems.

Finally, there must be a popular level,
modeled on the ‘living room dialogues’ of
the Jewish-Christian experience, Through
such dialogues, people overcome stereo-
types. They learn that there is real com-
mitment in the other groups to values
which they also respect and desire. This
changes the atmosphere and gives support
to the rabbis who seek to overcome some
of the legal and theological obstacles.
Without such lay sympathy, it would be
impossible for spiritual leadership to over-
come barriers.

It is time that those Jews who are not
totally ‘denominationalized’ assert the
principle and the priority of Klal Yisrael
(the unity and totality of the Jewish
people). I would call upon all Jews to put
pressure — peer pressure, moral judgment,
even economic pressure — on the leader-
ship of all the denominations. Let a non-
Orthodox Jew who is giving money to
traditional institutions ask them: What



Nl =

are they doing to advance unity? Are they
abusing other Jews? Just asking the ques-
tion begins to have an impact on policy.

Let Orthodox Jews who are active in the
community constantly challenge their non-
Orthodox co-workers: What are they doing
to insure that their own denominations not
act irresponsibly in matters of personal
status or issues that affect the overall
unity of the Jewish people?

It is time to collect 1.0.U.s from each

other. At least, a combination of moral and -

political pressure should be brought to
bear to advance solutions that favor the
good of the total community, rather than
the short-term advantages of aparticular
group.

Amongthoae Jews who view the po]ap
ization with equanimity, many are con-
vinced that only their group will survive.
But the Orthodox who favor withdrawal

should not be so complacent. True, they

could turn out to be the saving remnant.
They could equally turn out to be the con-
temporary ‘Dead Sea sect’ — the group
that withdrew to save its own purity and

died an arid, nameless death sundered

from Jewish history. Those Conservative
Jews who feel that Orthodox is reac-
tionary and a lost cause, those Reform and
secular Jews who have written off the sur-

vival of the traditionalists, all those who °

are convinced that they alone dre modern

" enough to survive, should ask themselves

whether it is not equally likely that they
will simply be assimilated into the
magnetic culture of the twentieth century?

We need each other. The renewal of each
group is the best insurance for the survival

K ofaB'gmups It is time to develop true con-
.. sciousness of the urgency of the polariza-
tion problem and to formulate strategies

detailed enough and wise to attack
problems and find root solutions: The will
to unity, and recognition of common fate
is extraordinarily powerful among the
Jewish rank and file. The failure lies in the
fact that all that energy has gone into
political and philanthropic fields. It is time
to translate the sense of common destiny
into theological categories, halachic think-

ing, and religious behavior.

This call for unity is not based on the
hope of unanimity or uniformity. There is
nothing wrong with disagreements. The
divisions need not be papered over. What
is needed is restraint to avoid fundamen-
tal breaches, and commitments to find
common solutions. No one should under-
estimate either the tradition, or the will
and fertile imagination of the Jewish peo-
ple. There are positive solutions enough
within-our grasp. We need the intelligence,
the courage and the commitment to pur-
sue it. The time to act is now.

£11985, the National Jewish

Resource Center .
Irving Greenberg is President of the Nanom :

Jewish Resource Center.
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f‘::d hertgsa in lﬁop]y
a months after ying
for it. The process now takes

several ;

“The mﬂﬁm." she said,
“for Soviet Jews to leave the
country was 1979, a 12-
month period when over
51,000 Jews left the U.S.S.R.,
the highwater mark of recent
Jewish emigration from the
Soviet Union.

And when Frankel and her
family came to Baltimore,
they already had some close
friends here with whom they
could stay. Frankel found a
job in 2% months and

husband, Yur, found his

only three weeks later. They

moved into their own
apartment.

“We had a very smooth
transition,” said Frankel.

Like most immigrants, the
Frankels did have certain dif-
ficulties in adjusting to their
new country. While Tat-
s, 1

in

and the university they had
attended in the Soviet Union,
%l;out 20 years had el.apse&'i

tween their language stud-
ies and their move to the U.S.
This particularly made it dif-
ficult for Tatyana to study
g ke T otng thrad
complete before bei i

a ﬂ:yuicist at Johns Hop-
kix]:.s ospital’s radint{.iﬁn 31118
cology department.
Smn%{ Union, Frankel had
taught physics in college.)

But to compensate for

i ties, i
e T
peop! us.
Jewish Family and Children’s
Service gave us furniture and

and dishes because we
could only come with a few
suitcases for the whole fami-
ly. Everyone we contacted

— the Jewish agencies,
even the government — did
everything they could to help
us out.”

“There is no other country
with people and an atmo-
sphere like this one. Every-

is so friendly and tries to
help one another. They even
forgive your language prob-

i {he Idﬂ with a
laugh, “and try to under-

ou.

v,

s praise is genuine.
This Fourth of July weekend,
she may be watching fire-
works with her family. Or she
may even go to the beach.
But wherever she is, she will
be genuinely celebrating the

holiday the way it was meant
tabeealabrnmg—wihhahve

nmu:iaﬁnnfurt.heﬁve-
t she has found in
America.
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By William Echikson
Special to The Christian Science Monitor

Petach Tikva, Israel
N one Sabbath earlier this year, this nor-
mally calm city of 135,000 people just
outside Tel Aviv turmed into a
battleground.

Thousands of religious Jews, with the tradi-
tional beards and skullcaps, massed in front of a
moviehouse, shouting such things as “‘criminals,"

-"dogs,"” “Nazis," and “violators of the law of
God." When nonobservant Jews tried to buy tick-
ets, the religious threw rocks at them. An open
brawl ensued. Scores were injured.

Week after week such demonstrations have con-
tinued. The Orthodox say they will not stop them
until the law of God is honored and cinemas and

Y cafés closed on the Sabbath — sundown on Friday
&8 to sundown on Saturday. The secular have been

just as intransigent.

"It's Jewish Khomeini-ism," says Dan Ben Ca-
naan, assistant to Petach Tikva's mayor, Dov
Tavori. It was Mr. Tavori, a Labor Party member,
who triggered the dispute by trying to end the Sab-
bath restrictions in town. ""We will not let the reli-
gious take the law into their own hand and tell us
how we should act.”

The battle between observant Jews and less- or
nonobservant Jews is growing sharper throughout
Israel. The stakes are immense. The outcome will
Jplayala.rgemleh:detamhﬁngnotordy the future
{ shape of the country’s society and democracy, but
 also its foreign policy. Religious Jews, after all, are

leading the settlement drive on the West Bank,
and secular Jews, the opposition to it.

The division is also important in the Diaspora,
the world Jewish community outside Israel.
Diaspora leaders worry whether the American
Jewish community can retain its cohesiveness and
effectiveness if it is being torn from within. Divi-
sive issues are wide ranging — from whether to ac-
cept public funds for religious education to what
standards should apply to conversions to the Jew-
ish faith,

» % .. “The split is affecting Jewish life everywhere,"

- says Roland Gittelsohn, rabbi emeritus of Temple
Israel, a Reform congregation in Brookline, Mass.
¢ “When I became a rabbi 48 years ago here, 1 had
¢ lots of Orthodox friends. Today, there's not a single
%% * one with whom I can sit down at the same table.”

Emancipation posed a crisis for Judaism

The intensity of the-struggle and the specific is-
sues between the observant and less observant
may be new, but the fundamental question being
debated is not.

It dates from the French Revolution of 1789,

JUDAISM &
TODAY‘ S

SECOND
OF FOUR
PARTS

Jewry’s
ea

.
srowing -- |
-~ divide

F e ' which led to Jews in the West gaining equal rights
JCWISh with non-Jews. By breaking down the barriers of
(:lnng3 andthstat.e that kept Jews apart fnm; u?u
ol ighbors, the emancipati a crisis for Ju-
communities . dalim " how o sdjust ones religious layelty
. whjcl3 carries with it Mﬂn ﬁoaa nonhoie:\: t&n
find themselves . : DD e e e ot
b : b T e Many 19th-century Jews sol problem ei-
ther b; ing to Christianit; by abandon-
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T Y Y Israeli parliament would amend the —ea e y by Tarrinh mannla seasn o s aoe fa.
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external differences might hamper the close rela-
tions of Jews with their neighbors. They also tried
to remove or play down whatever tended to call

&mloya]tytotheeounuymwhxh
they lived.

Jewish laws such as the dietary rules and Sab-
bath restrictions on travel and work were dis-
carded. Religious services were patterned after
Christian services, with the sexes no longer segre-

gated, and music and responsive reading added.
Theidea of completely dropping Hebrew in favor
of the vernacular was even considered. This brand
of Judaism, labeled Reform, began in Germany in
the early 1800s and was brought to the United
StatesbyGarmnnJewEh i

proaches to the Torah. For the Orthodox, these

five books of Moses — aslllum:mta:lbytheora.l
tradition now contained in the Talmud —

God's revealed word; meycanbemdjedckmaly
and discussed but must be followed as the inviola-
e i
represent o y
brews.meymwhamspu‘_'adasum&u;nmsm
but must be adapted to fit each new m

Orthodox are minority among US Jews

Much of modern Jewish history lies across this
fault line. Until recently, Reform or Reform-in-
spired brands of Judaism had the initiative in
competition with Orthodoxy.

In the US, Reform Judaism together with Con-
servative Judaism — which accepts change but

values continuity with the Jewish past and the es-

mofkwmhhw—dmmﬁekw@hfe,

“Foraloughme. wewereoons:daedmmby—
pambies, antiques,” says Moshe Sherer, president
ofmehmmnbunchofthe()rﬂmdoxorgmm
tion, Agudath Israel. *“We weren't taken into ac-
count in group decisions.”

Adds Reform Rabbi Gittelsohn: “We just as-
(sumad(hthodnxywasnn:tswwuut.

In Israel, no formal Reform movement took
- root. Many of the earlyZionists rejeeted ‘religion .
outright, substituting a faith in work and social-
ism. Prue to that vision, when Israel was created |
mlms.atmhhmu:llargeiyuasacuhrm

democracy.

and onl
e T
pohhnl pu:hes whjch government
tions, the Orthodox were never at the forefront
forgmgthemmte.

‘Twenty years ago, a kid in Israel had
ﬂiefeehnghemmfmnnthnthedsdntpamm
pate in Israeli life," recalls Avi Ravitzky, a philos-
ophy professor at Hebrew University in Jerusalem
and an observant Jew.

Today, this inferiority complex has vanished.

ﬁmaw both in

the Diaspora in Is t is growing not so

kmm:h in numbers, but in selfmnﬁdau:e and
veness.

n Israel, the break came in 1967 with the six-

Jemmmﬂsﬁqhy\oﬂtndh :

day Arab-Israeli war in which Israel ended up oc-
cupying the West Bank and Gaza Strip. Some
Orthodox Israelis, finding the Jewish state in pos-
session of what they saw as the old biblical lands

chological opening to become leaders,” Professor
Ravitzky says. ““We could go to the [West Bank]
mountains and be the new super Jew."

wmmm
y's influence became even more pro-
nounced after the right-wing Likud coalition’s
(Menachemﬁegmc-mwmmn_&L
“Besm the Orthodoxy move to center
" explains Janet Aviodad, a sociologist at
Jem]ans‘hnl.arlnsﬂﬂmwhospeuahzes
the Orthodoxy ard is an activist in Israel's dovish
(Pwﬂuwmnvm “His interests

pioneers.
[ “After 1967, the rel.lglous suddenly had a psy-

coincided

with their interests, so he used them, and they
used him.’

The alliance led to an increase of Jewish settle-

mzmtheocmpledWestBank ltdsoumntm-

issue muﬂadeﬁ%d;g cam-

paign and the political maneuvering that followed.
Meanwhile, Onhndoxydrewonitarenausm

mlsraeltobeemne nger in the .

: ard ersity.s S h
B.I.nzer But, he says, Orthodoxy mcludaa an in-
creasing proportion of young Jews, which was not
the case in the past. Professor Glazer and other so-
ciologists attribute this change to a search found
throughout America for religious values. ,

“There's a rising tide of mili in Ortho-
doxy" says Arthur Levi

organization Conservative syng- -

/ gogues. “Religiously, it translates into greater

strictness. Politically, it translates into greater self-
confidence.”

L This new militancy has strained cooperation be-
tween the-Orthodox and non-Orthodox. The
Orthodox have never the theological le-
gitimacy of the other b of Judaism, and soon
they may no longer work with Reform or Conser-
vative Jews on social and political issues.

“They are becoming more right wing,” says
Milton Himmelfarb, a sociologist with the

( can Jewish Committee, "and that is causing ten-
| Sion use most Jews are traditionally liberal.”

Reform Judaism is responding to the Orthodox
challenge by becoming more sensitive to tradition.
Specifically, it is increasing the use of Hebrew in
its synagogues and restoring other traditional

ces.
“In its desire to eliminate everything that
smacked of non-reason, early Reform went too
~ far,” says Rabbi Alexander Schindler, president of
the Union of American Hebrew tions, the

. “Now we're

more willing to accept the mystical, emotional as-

many Jews- is; And the
,P?hmhﬁmm”ﬂﬂ
whole nation TheLahanartymajontymthe

nmnnpnlwunulmhopmgmseumamdm
will keep - entertainment

mumt.ryMayonlspokmman

throughout
BenCmmwsthedlxpmemvahesthemv'-

soul of the Jewish state.

*“The fanatics are trying to transform Israel'into
arehgmusdlctatorsth.pmhibmtheﬁmdmd
the individual, just like in Iran,” Ben Canaan
?: “Wemttnksaprehgmnandmtesepa-

The religious, of course, don't see the problem
this way. They say mlanceagnmstnonohaerwm
Jewstsoonumuadb Iewrmsgmdeﬁ
They also say l.rabbistomlelsrwl
but merely to create
so that Israel retains a

"Imnmtd]iﬁgm
their houses,” saysRahthh.amanfusoi
Petach Tikva. "'I'm just saying that outside in the
streets, the Shabbat [Sabbath] must be guarded.™

Ir






