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iMPACT OF ."HOLOCAUST." ON GERMANY . - -
;,A MORAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL .EARTHQUAKE" . ~ .. . . . .. . 

by Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Natioral Inte~religious Affairs Director of 
thf! American Jewi sh ColTITlittee an~ c~ns.ultant 'to the NBC-TV series on "Holocaust". 

Nothi ng - no book. no TV documentary, no fil m, no lecture - has touched the 
soul of modern Gennany on the moral watershed tragedy of the Nazi Holocaust as has 
the NBC-TV series, "Holocaust. " That dramatic but factual conclusion has emerged 
from a series of overseas tel ephone calls that I had with public officials in West 
Germany, and in particular , with leaders in the vi llage of Oberafl1Tlergau, last 
Thursday following the viewing of the t hird i nstallment of "Holocaust." 

Accor:ding 'to reports from West Germany in major American newspapers, an esti 
mated." l3 mil 1 ion people, or 39 percent of the 34 mi ll ion .people in the viewing 
aud.ience, watched. t he third of the four install ments last Thursday .night. This was 
up from 13 mill fo'n viewers, :or 36 percent last who watched the second installment, 
and 11 mill i on, or 32 percent, who watched the first installment. 

The viewing audience for each .of the three installments was more than double 
the predicted 15 percent that was expected to watch the program over West~eutsc.he 
Rundfunk (WDR) of Cologne, the regional station coordinating the telecasts,. (The 
number of people watching the last installment was not available at the time of 
thi ~ report.) · · 

The German officials I spoke wi th said that the figures reported in the Amer
ican newspapers were underestimated, and that, in fact, some 20 mill ion people had 
seen the second install ment . That means that one in three potentia l regional 
viewers were exposed to the "Holocaust" account. "That .audience broke every record 
for regional televis,ion in German, " one official told me. "The program has crea_ted 
a ·moral and psychOlogica l earthquake of unprecedented proportions. " · 

More than 20,000· peopl e called the WDR television offices following the Tues
day night showing , and two-thirds of the callers were in favor of "Hol ocaust" bei ng 
televi sed in G.ernany. Many of the v~ewers told the TV station autnorities that 
they either could not go on watching it, and some said that they could not sleep 
and had to take valium or sleeping pills so powerful was the prograD'l'simpact .. · 

One authority told me, "The experience with the program already has been quite 
extraordinary. Nobody, even the most sympathetic in the TV industry , expected such 
an emotional reactions. It has staggered everybody. " 

The effect has even spread to East Germany where, accord.ing to reports, many 
living beyond the West German reg ional broadcasti ng range are demanding to see the 
series. Regional television broadcasts can be received in East Germany and in areas . 
along the boundary, but most East German viewers are beyond their range. According 
to reports , among the East Gennans who had seen the program and called to express 
their reactions , positive co1T1T1ents outnumbered negative cortments 6-2. 

I spoke with several people in the village of Obera1TD11ergau who are involved 
in an effort to revise the anti-Semitic version of the Obera1T1T1ergau Passion Play 
scheduled for production in April 1980. Hans Schwaighofer, director of the Rosner 
tel(t of the Passion Play, told me: "Practical ly everybody in Obera1T1T1ergau has 
watched the first two installments of -. 'Holocaust.' The. impact has been t remendous . 
There is a feeling of shock throughout much of Oberanmergau. Many people are walking 
around the streets of the village saying. ·'God's sake!' and shaking their heads in 
disbelief. How did we l et that happen?" 

The Oberammergau Town Council has sent around a questionnaire to all the 
villagers inviting them to sign up for the 1980 Passion Play. In light of the 
shocked feeling in the village in the wake of 'Hol ocaust' many are refusing to 
answer the questionnaire, and it is now being extended for another eight days. 
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Several hundred of the younger villagers. identified wi th Rosner text have 
indicated that they will refuse to act in the Daisenberger version of the Passion 
Play which has been condemned by Christian and Jewish authorities alike as 
"structurally anti-Semitic . " Some Ob.eranmergau officials told me that they now 
hope that the reaction to ' Holnca.ust' will play an important role in influencing 
the rejection of the anti-Jewish ,Daisenberger text of the play. 

- . 
There were a goo9 number of negative ~nd hostile reactions of Gennans who 

as ked, "Why reopen old wounds? We should forget all this. It is enough time 
al ready." 

Heinz G~linski , head of the Jewish conmunity in West Berlin, said that . 
"the reactions of the Jewish co11111.u.nity throughout West Germany had beeri positive" 
odding .that he had . receiv~ .many .calls from Jews and non-Jews alike . There are . 
about ,27; 00'0 J~s in Wes~ Gennany tod.ay, a tragic remnant of the more thari 500,000 
Jews who li ved in pre-war Ge'!llany . 

Galinski .said the "timi ng of the showing was perfect. It comes at a time 
when there ' i~ tal.k again of the Auschwitz l ie," a reference to the Nazi effort .. ~o 
r evi!re history and claim that the genocide of Jews never took place, "when some 

·s tudents are ·making Jokes again about Jews, when the statute of 1 imi~tions on 
Nazi _war crimes of murder is an issue and at a time when everybody seems to be 
preach inig '1 et us forget. ' 

Perhaps the mo·st signHica·nt .response of all to "Holocaust" was that of · 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. In a debate in the lower house of the West German : 
Parli.amen~ last'liiond~y; ·chancellor Helmut Schmidt conmended the ."Holocaust" series, 
sa id that the film ·is a "must" in connection with the current controversy over · 
extending the legal time limit und~r which Nazi war criminals can be prosecuted. 
He added that the series encourages critical and moral reflection which ".is 
important in view of the decision each of must make for himself fo the course of 
this year 'o~ the statute of limitations." . ·' · · 

· · Based on the impact already registered. the American Jewish Conmit.tee. now 
plans to carry- out a systematic study of repsonses to the en.tire series in ~ennany 
as well as in the 15 other countries in which the film is being shown, and then an 
intensive follow-up educational program in German religious and secular school 
system_s. I have no· hesitation in saying that if this "Holocaust" series· tiad 
achieved nothing other ·than the impact that it has already had in Germany , it more 
than jus~if!es all the investment of time and energy in helping bring its message 
before m1l11ons of Germans who mig_ht otherwise have avo.tded' facin.g the trag'edy of 
the Holocaust. · · · 
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cepts, received opinion, ideology. A search for me3ning is already the 
exercise of freedom, unhampered by any particular ;ntcrest or goal ·out· 
side of inquiry itself. While the free activity of thought may teach '3s l\ 
lesson or two as we seek to perfect ;t, such lessons arc never final: logos 
continues to speak, and in unpredictable ways. 

The astonishing erudition and pby of Ideas that mark this work do 
not always guarantee, ho.wever, that a particular conclusion will escape 
the trirenc59 of the philosophy c:lwroom, 0 The meaning of what SocrAtes 
was doing/' Arendt writes, "lay in the actMty itself •••• To think and 
to be fully alive arc the same, and this implies that thinking must :always 
begin afresh; it is an activity that accompanies living and is concerne.d 
with such concepts as justice, happiness, virtue ••• " (p. 178). Con
sidering how often this talc has been told, one is prepared to lile a com
plaint against an author who would lead us through a conceptual maze 
for the sake of another telling. But one must also consider the astonish
ing powers of analogy and association that operate in this work, reve.al
ing an imaginative coherence approximating what we ordinan1y think 
of as an a~t's vision rather than a philosopher's. If we sympathize at 
all with what Arendt has been saying, we realiu that she haS, with 
Socrates, the .. gift of inquiry, and that her work can no more be reduc~d 
to simple conclusion~ than can the Socratic dialogues. 

Thinking aurvivet--that is Hannah Arendt's testimony. 
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Werner Sollors 

Holocaust on 
West German Television: 

The (In)Ability to Mourn? 

F ROM APRIL 16-19, 1978, NDC broadcast Marvin Chomsky's telc· 
vision . tilm series Holocaust, bnsed on a novel by Ger:dd Green. On . 

April 19, West German television station Wcstdeutscher Rundfunk 
(woa) screened the film in Cologne, and, a few days later, bought it . 
for 1,050,000 DM (about $600,000)-at a price considerably lower 
than had been paid to ABC for Roots (51, A). On Apn1 25, WPll 

program director Heinz Werner Hubner asked the other German tclc~ 
vision stations which, together with won, form the Nation:tl "First 
Program" (ARD) for permis.sion to broadcast Holocaust on the ARD 

chain. This request appears to have been made without much conviction, 
just as the rights had apparently been acquired "halfheartedly" ( 12, 
14): media experts felt that "as Germans" they could not l'fford not .to 
show Holocaust, though they perhaps would have preferred to fill their 
brol\dcasting time with aesthetically more valuable Materials. On June 
28, the ARD program conference voted S to 4 (with one abstention) 
in favor of Holocaust; and because of this dose vote, Hubner suggested 
showing the. film series on the "Third Programs" rather than OJ\ the 
First. (The Third Programs arc rarely linked to .a national chain :ind 
are rarely popular with television viewer:s [ 50, S 7, 59, D].) 

After having broadcast Roott, progrl\maning experts felt that it would 
have "lookecl bad" hRd West Germany :l\bstained from lioloc;,wt. On 
the other .h:ind, the cvalul\tion of the new series was so low th:tt the 
1lecision to broadcast it on the chrun of regional stations in the Third 
Program seemed to reprc.sent a just compromise. Moreover, the broad· 
casting of H oloeawt was sclicdulcd to be accompanied by a discussion 
of panelists who would answer viewers' questions. Because the broad
casting time was late, however, these discussions and viewer responses 
would often continue until after midnight ( 14 ). Excessive popularity . 
was thus prevented. 
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Liberal critics and media politicians at first seemed to regard Holo
caust as an unavoidable unpleasantness of low aesthetic value; and 
COnSCrVative \'OiCeS objected tO the broadcasting Of a 11foreign" Critique 
of Gcrm:in guilt (37). German press notices concerning the American 
broadcasting af Holocaust had been negative (though the leadership of 
the Social Democratic Party had supported the broadcnsting of the film 
in West Germany from the very start). And when the broadcasting 
was finally scheduled for four nights from January 22-26, 1979, Nco
Nazi extremists made headlines by planting bombs at regional television 
stations in Koblenz and Munster ( 10) and by threatening Hestia-Verlag 
Bayreuth, the German publisher of the novel Holocaust (38). Perhaps 
in order to neutralize further cri_ticism, WDR silently made a number of 
editorial alterations in the dubbing proces.Y-among them, most seriously, 
the omission of the last scene in which Rudi Weiss goes to Israel (5, 
1 S). The deletion of this scene (which might have been construed as 
encouraging a pro-Israeli point of view) reflected the anxieties by which 
WOil was beset, contradicted the practice of showing Roots in its en
tirety (despite aesthetic misgivings) and, since it "'.as an unann"ounced 
censuring, differed from the procedure of the Swedish television station 
which openly declared it was going to cut the violent scenes from Holo
&t1Ust (SS). 

· G 2JlMANS HAD BEEN on record as suffering from whnt psychologist 
Alexander Mitscherlich once called "the inability to mourn" when 

they became broadly familfar with the extent of N:izi atrocities at the 
end of the war. West German poll results often indicated a widespread 
fatigue with, if not resentment against, the discussion of war crimes, and 
apathy toward accounts of Hitler's death camps. A documentary on the 
"final solution," which was aired on January 18, 1979 (as an "objec
tive" preparation of German viewers for the American series, a pro
cedure modeled, perhaps, on the successful television essays which had 
accompanied Root1 in Germany) met the characteristically low audience 
response of such films; 22% of the viewers turned on the program; 
but after a mere 10 minutes the· ratings were down to 19%, while a 
quiz show on the other national network drew about twice this audience 
response, Moreover, a poll taken in Berlin indicates that this program's 
"recall" rate was low: though 21 % of the viewers had watched it there, 
only 11.9% {that is. slightly more than half) remembered much ahout 
it ( 42). After such an experience on the First Program. what could be 
expected for Holocawt or, the Third? Perhars a halfhearted response. 
at best slightly embarrassed and at worst moderately indignant, but in 

. . 
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either case quickly forgotten in the annals of TV history. Hor Zu, the 
leading TV guide, announced Holaeaust listlessly, without any pictures 
-or details (A). Even those newspapers which did attempt to initiate a · 
debate about the series anticipated a "horrihlc film, foJlowed, perhaps, 
by an exciting panel discussion," but expected little response from the 
viewing audience (12). 

G JVEN THIS DACKCR.OUND, the actual West German reception of, 
and response to, Holoeamt came as a tremendous surprise. What 

had been anticipated as a minor unpleas.intness in media politics became. 
perhaps, "the German TV event of the 1970's'' ( 1 S), a moment .of 
catharsis and the indication of ' 1the end to the repression of nntional 
traumas" (23). Three studies on the reception of Holocaust are under
way. sponsored by woa, the German government information service 
(Bundeszentrale filr politischc Dildung) and the Technical University of 
llcrlin (59). Yet even without access to the full data one can attempt 
to describe and analyze some clements of the reception; and I would like 
to focus on six such elements before drawing some conclusions: I. the 
use of the word "holocaust"; II. the quantitative dimensions; III. some 
interesting individual and local responses; IV. some significant soc.ial and 
political effects; V. the context of neo-Nazi activities; and VI. the con
cern with ''world opinion." 

I. Linguistically, the American TV film has popularized the term 
"holocaust'' in West Germnny, where it is now t1scd not only. in refer
ence to the film, but to the event as well. Philosopher Wolfgang Frit~ 
Haug had argued year9 ago that West Germany had no adequate 
vocabulary to deal with the Nazi past and thus often discu~d it with 
Nazi terminology (e.g., thinking of 1945 as a "defeat" and collapse" 
rather than as the "end of fascism" or "liberation"). What is now dis· 
cussed under the term holocaust, was previously studied under Nazi 
terms (e.g., "Endlosung," "final solution")-uscd in protective quota· 
rion marks. The term 11holocaust11 was so new in Germany that sever:il 
newspapers gave dictionary-style definitions and etymologies to its readers 
(34, 57). 

II. The figures describing the reception of H oloeau1t arc astounding. 
quite exceptional in the history of Third Program television. "Tele
skopie" figu_res ( the equivalent of American Nielsen ratin~) imlicate 
an average of 31 %-32 % for t.hc first episode, corresponding to 11 
million viewers; the second night. 36 % (or 13 miJlion viewers") watched 
11 oloeau1t; for the third installment, the rate increased furtl1c r to 3 9 % ; 
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and on the fourth and last night, .41 % (or I 5 million) were reached 
(23, 25, 36, 47, 49). In the week Holocaust was broadcast, WDR. 

received about 30,000 phone calh (of which an estimated two--thirds to 
four-fifths were in favor of the program; an evaluation of the transcripts 
of the calls is underway) and the number of letters received by the 
1"V station is estimated at a "high five-digit number" ( 12, 23, 24, 25, 
36, 49, 59). Newspapers and magazines were equally flooded by letters 
and published "representative selections" of readers' responses which 
went far beyond the format of the usual letters to the editor columns 
(I, S, 40, 42); periodicals also presented special dossiers (57, 59) or 
special issues ( 41) on Holocaust. The Bundeszentrale filr politische 
Bildung, responding to written requests, sent out 235,000 copies of a 
background information brochure on the holocaust-the largest amount 

·of information material ever sent out -of that office (28). 
Holocaust thus was awarded an unexpected, massive and overwhelm· 

ingly positive reception by West German television viewers; indeed, 
many of the negative reactions ·were directed at WDR for broadcasting 
the series too late at night and on the Third Program, so that 71 % of a 
sample questioned in Berlin said they simply could not stay up for the dis- : 
cussions aher the films (42) . Similarly, calls made from East Germany 
complained that the film could only be .seen in the border areas there 
(24, but cf, 59). In a poll talcen within a week after the broadcasting, 
7'1.7% declared that they thought it was -a good idea t:o show Holocaust, 
whereas a mere 15 % thought it wasn't (21). Some unions and the 
West German PEN club demanded a rebroadcasting of the film, on the 
First Program and at prime time; and in a poD, 58 % of the respondents 
made the same demand, while 2S% objected to it (19, 39). 

III. Many of the responses by viewer~n the telephone and in 
writing-were personal and sometimes quite emotional. What three 
decades of intermittent documentaries apparently failed to accomplish, 
one week of Holocault on the screens seemed to change: viewers identi· 
:fied with the victims, the Weisses. yet often recognized the V1'1bins, the 
Dorfs, in the_mselves. A WDR editor, commenting on the transcriptions 
of crying in the phone call records, said that "now a whole people is 
puking out its inside" (S9). How could it happen? Why didn't we do 
anything about itl How can it be prevented from happening again l 
were the general questions, which often led to specific responses. A baker 
expressed his concern for Dorf-the son of a baker (13); children 
~rticulated their mistrust of tlicir parents while citizen~ of Frankfurt 
became ardently interested in local Jewish history (23). Letters reveal 
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never-expressed memories of what w:1s seen and known prior to 1945 
( 40); and memoirs of former camp inmates as well as bystanders and 
partial witnesses reach readers of the letters pages (9, 40, etc.). In re· 
sponse public archives have requested. documents and oral histories per
taining to tJ1e holocaust from the suddenly alerted and sen.sitized audi
ence; and newspapers publish mu.ch inform:ition which is now rClld 
widely and avidly ( 2, 25 ). Christians have resumed the discus.~ion of the 
role ol the churches in the holOOlust ( 53). The front-page headline of 
Bild-Zeitung, West Germany's largest tabloid, focused on the suicide 
threats made by many viewers who felt guilty after seeing H oloca111t, or 
ostracized by their families. According to B;JJ., one former SS man who 
claimed not to have known anything about the holocaust, phoned Woll 

and reported that, a few days before his wedding anniversary, his wife 
and four children had called him an old Nazi and deserted him-upon 
seeing the second installment of H oloemut on TV. The call, like several 
otJ1ers, concluded with a suicide threat ( l). Several other letters indicate · 
the special relationship between older and younger West Germans who 
viewed the Alm together and were thus forced to discuss the subject with 
each other. If tl1c West German attitude lo the event o( the holocaust 
had been vague and general before the TV film (in _Richard Lester's 
film /1 ow I Won the War, a German officer who is asked about the 
atrocities gives the characteristic response: "I didn't know anything!" 
and adds: "It was horrible!"), it now became specific and personal. 
The holocaust seems to have become an object of imaginative identifica
tion and concern in West Germany. 

IV. But what does it mean for a people to gain its "capacity to 
mourn" 35 years after the holocaust? What are the political efi'ects of 
such a change in attitude today? The single most frequently cited politi
cal outcome of the German respoase to Holoct1U1t is its effect upon the 
discussion of the statute of limitations for murder. Under the present 
law, undetected war criminals will be allowed to live without fear of 
prosecution after 1979. Apparently, the broadcasting of H olocaurt marks 
a watershed in po,pular opinion concerning the statute of limitations. 
According to c;me opinion poll, only 32% favored abolishing the present 
statute before Holocaust _was shown; whereas 4 7 % were in favor of it 
afterwards (36). According to another, more recent poll, 55% were 
opposed to the statute of limitations for murder: 63% of Holocawt 
viewers, but only 44.S% of those who did not see the TV series (59). 
The position of the Social Democratic Party, which h-as fa".ored amend
ing the statute, was thus strengthened by the broadCl\Sting of H olocamt 
(25, 29, 33, 34, 49). A second measurable political effect is the in-
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creasing demand to teach the holocaust more intensively in the schools, 
perhaps with the aid of the f1Jm (22, 24, 2S, 30, 57). 

V. Directly connected with the Holocaust discussion was an increased 
concern for neo-Nazi activities in West Germany. There were more 
accounts than usual about neo-Nazi groups and measures taken against 
them (27, 28, 29), Papers reported on activities immediately connected 
with Holoctn11t--such as the bombs mentioned earlier or the plan for a 
20,000 leaflet action against the broadcasting of Holocaust by Munich 
neo-Nazis (18)-as weU as about government and legal actions taken 
against a teacher who gave his students an extremist p:lmphlet on ''The 
Auschwitz Lie'·' by Thies Christophersen or against the German publi
cation of American Arthur Butz.'a parallel attempt at denying the reality 
of the death camps (25, 26 ). 

VI. During the discussion of Holocaust, the German press was in
tensively concerned with opinions from abr.oad and report·cd that 37 
countries had bought the rights to broadcast Holocaust,. that the · reac· 
tions in other countries were often more "introspective" than "anti
German" and that the German response to Holocaust met favor<tble 
reactions in the New York Times and elsewhere (7, 8, 20, 25, 25, 45, 
49, SO, 52, SS, 54, 57). While opinions from E:\St Germany, the 
United States, Israel, and most Western European countries ~re quoted, 
the reception of HolocQUSI in France (where it was broadcast in Febru
ary and March, 1979) elicited special interest: there seemed to be some 
palpahle relief in the German press that the French "H olocaust-eif cct" 
directed them toward self.criticism and Vichy, and not toward Germany 
(7, 8, 20; 25, 62); and one commentator pointed out th:tt this effect 
is quite ironic in view of the fact that Marcel Ophuls' documentary The 
Sorrow anJ tlu Pity, a German-French TV co-production, had been 
shown in Germany but was still banned on French tele~sion (62). 

CAN ONE, THBN, agree with Heinrich Boll and assume that one day 
a period distinction may be made in discussions of the "finnl solu

tion" in Germany: "before Holocaust" and "after Holocawt?" (9). 
And was the German reaction totaUy "wholesome" as t11e New Yor~ 
Times suggested? {A). Perhaps it is useful to review some of the objec· 
tions raised to Holocaust in order to form an opinion. 

The two major sources of .objections to Holocaust may be termed, 
for simplicity's sake, "narionar' and "aesthetic" (though the two do 
occasionally merge). The "national" argument usually hinges on the 
rhetorical invoca.tion of atrocitie.s committed else~here: against Germans, 
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in the cases of Dresden ( 13) and the German rcfugee·s ( 16) ; against 
the Japanese, in the case of i-liroshima { 17); against Blacks, Indfans, 
Cambodians, and Vietnamese by the Americans ( 13, 17, 38); against 
unbon\ infants by abortionists (38). These arguments are, of course, 
made in letters to the editor; but at least one or two editorials, too, 
warn of the anti-German effect ( l 0), or reason that breaking the taboo 
of silence with the help of a foreign film is potentially dangerous ( 6), 
The "aesthetic" opposition ngainst Holocawt largely resembles that 
against Roots: a commercial product, not a work of art, Holocaust fol
lowed the aesthetic of providing audien.ces with a dramatic climax every 
12 minutes so they won't turn off the sets during commercials (12); 
it was created not for a serious moral purpose but in order to match the 
success of Root1 (12); it showed the resistance in the Warsaw ghetto 
and at Sobibor as a kind of "gunfight at the O.K. Corral," from which 
an ad for Holocaust seems to have been t.'lken: "Some few with courage, 
dignity and the will to live,, (59, 10); a piece of Kitsclt, accompanied 
by umusical gravy" and presented with obtrusive pictorial symbolism, 
HolocauJt was the typbl Americ~111 family spectacle: only a devil will 
destroy a loving family-and the drama is reduced to what an Englisn 
reporter described as "Eichmann V!\. the \Valtons0 ( 12, 59); SOo/o of 
the film consi~ts of pre-stenciled action scenes concerning love, b:tttlc, :tntl 

deaith, and the lictiona11 patterns of American popular culture arc forced 
upon reality ( 59); the cast consists of noble intellectuals and burghen 
with high aspirations (59); there were ma~y improbable details and 
factual naws: a Hitler youth wearing a summer uniform enters a room 
with a Christmas tree, German doctors' signs are presented in American 
brass style (rather than in the authentic enamel), inscriptions on camp 
entrances were confused, some uniforms were rendered incorrectly, etc. 
( 1 S, 32). It is interesting, however, that even critics who observe these 
aesthetic flaws generally conclude their articles in favor of H olocac.ul 
and do not end condemning the movie as severely as they criticized 
Roots. . 

Occasionally, the aesthetic opposition combined with a national argu-
ment; and the result was, e.g., WDR progr:tm director Hubner's demand 
for a better German product, a film on /Iolocautl which would display 
0 German Cl'rc with details (Sorgfalt) instead of foreign simplicity (Ein
falt)" (15). And some letten to German papers suggested that a truth
ful and relevant ll olocau1t film should show Schlcyer (the West Ger
man industrialist kidn:iped and killed by terrorists · in 1977) riding 
next to Heyd rich through occupied C-zcchoslovakia (8), and that· such 
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an endeavor should not overlook the intrinsic interrelationship between 
fascism and popular culture (29). 

With these last examples a circular structure seems to become apparent 
which was broken by Holocaust. Many German writer& and intellectual& 
inherited from the fascist experience a deep mistrust of 'f'eopla and of ten 
developed a "post-Auschwitz" mode of anti-popular avant-gardism. Such 
writers would design experimental and avant-gardist, typical "Third 
Program" works which, predictably, did not draw large audiences and 
thus reinforced the artists in their convictions. Heinrich Doll's question, 
whether the "treatment. of history, even of this gruesome part of our 
own history, lur.1 to he hormg'' (9) is thus addressed to the artists' in• 
ability to "mov~" people 1md involve their cmotion9-JI pro~edure orteft 
lelt to be conttadictory to the artists' taslc of alienating audiences. Popu• 
Jar culture 61 1ueh was often perceived as fascistic (as in the opinion 
quoted above) and not uplorcd intensively enough. 

After the conclusion of the broadcasting of H oloeaust, the First Pro• 
gram showed Theodor Kotulla's film "From German Life," a biography 
of the life of Auschwitz commander Hass. This film is an example of 
1'the better German product0 only in its failure to evoke an emotional 
involvement, The relatively high viewing rate of 31 % was clearly a 
result of the interest in subjects related to Holocaust, yet the film w.as 
considered poor in realistic details (such as uniforms), inadequate in 
rendering a valid image of Auschwitz (which looked like a half-deserted 
sanatorium), and unsuccessful in suggesting any understanding of 
HC>ss's motivation. One critic thought H o/Dcaust was far superior to 
this film ( 6 ). · 

Perhaps because of its very ·nature as a popular cultural product which · 
has to prevent each individual viewer from turning off the television set, 
Howcaust has conveyed an interest in its theme to large German audi
ences; Grasping them, perhaps inauthentically, with the means of the 
Western and the Love Story, Holocausi has had an appeal to individual 
viewers who could not have been reached by documentaries or by avant
gardist renditions of tl)e theme. A frozen period in West Germany's 
relationship to its past seems to have come to an end; and it will be of 
some importance to pursue the direction of the emotional energies which 
were released by Holocaust. W c certainly may expect a new vogue of 
.writing and, perhaps, films dealing with the repressed past. But it wm 
be more interesting to see whether Holocaust will have any palpable 
long-range effects, not only among artisu, but upon the West German 
populace as a whole ( 42, S6 )'. 
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Holocaust on West German Tclevisio1i 

SOURCES 

l am grateful to my parenu, to Johann Jakob K.Btlho(er, and to Lutz 
Untemher for providing me with clipping1 and for discuaiont. 

I. Wt.at G erman new1papera and periodical1 

(I) BilJ-Zeitung, January 28, 1978 (letters, poll, edi1toria\, :articles, inter-

view•) 
(2) BiU-Zeilung, February 9, 1978 (series on holoc:au1t) 
(3) B/ili;tif', January 2S, 1979 (edito rial) 
(4) Frtmlt:furler Allxemeine Zeitung, January 27, 1979 (memoirs) 
(S) Frtmltfurler Allgemeine Zeitm11, February 2, 1979 (28 letlen ) 
(6) fr,,,1lfurter Allgemein1 Zeitung, February 6, 1979 (editorial, film 

review) 
(7) Frtm!furler Allgemeine Zeitung, l-'ebru:try 12, 1979 {nticlc) 
(8) Frllfllt/u,.ter i./Jgemeini Zeitung, February 161 t 979 (article and letter 

by Erich Kuby) 
(9) Frllfl!furle,. Allgemeine Zeitung, February 17, 1979 (article by Ball 

and Jetter) . 
( l 0) Fr11111tfurter Neu~ Prme, January 20, 1979 (article and editorial) 
( 11) Fr11nhfurter N e116 Preue, January 24, 1979 (uticle and letter) 
( 12) Fran1furter Neue Prem, Jant1:1ry 25, 1979 (artidea) . 
( 13) Frtmlfurte,. NeutJ Prem, January 26, 1979 (3 letten, poll) . 
( 14) Frimk.furter Neue PreJJe, January 27, 1979 (article, reception 6gurea) 
(15) Franlfurle,. Neu11 Presie, January 29, 1979 (review) 
(16) Fradfurler Neuo Pre11e, February 2, 1979 (2 letters) 
(17) Fr~f"rler Nme Preue, Feb ruary 9, 1979 (letter) 
( 18) Frankfurter Ne"e Preue, February l 0, 1979 (article) 
(19) Frt1nlfurler Neue PreJJe, February 1-4, 1979 (article) 
(20) Frmrk.furler Neue Prem , February IS, 1979 (micle) 
{21) Frt1nk.furter N etJtJ Preue, February 20, 1979 (article) 
(22) Frtmhfurler Neue Prem, February 22, 1979 (article) 
(23) Fran#urter Run.lsehau, January 24, 1979 (editorial, memoir, 2 articlct, 

2 letters) 
{H) Frt1nlf"rl1Jr Runtlse"4u1 January 251 1979 0 articlct) 
(25) Frmltfurler RunJ1el111u, January 27, 1979 (cartoon, 2 article•) 
(26) Fran!f11rler Runtlsehau, February 7, 1979 (2 article•) 
(27) Fr"1'11tfurter Run4se"4u, February 7, 1979 (2 local articlea) 
(28) Fr11Nlfurle,. Run.Jsehdu, February 9, 1979 (article) 
(29) Franltfurler Rm1J1eh4u, February 12, 1979 (2 articles, S lcttera) 
(30) Hessisehe LtJh,.err.eitung, J anuary/February, 1979 (article) 
(31) H/Jr Zu 17, 1979 (letten, reaction•, information) 
(32) Rhein-Nee~Zeitung, January 22, 1979 (review and expl~nation of 

word) 
(H) Rhefo-Necltar-Zeitung, January 23, 1979 (article) 
(H) Rhein-Neelt1r-Zeitung, January 24, 1979 (article and explanation) 
( 35) Rhein-N edM-7.eitung, January 2 S, 1979 (article) 
(36) Rhein-Neel4r-Zeitung, January 29, 1979 (article) 
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(37) Rlul11·N6eUr-Zll1u,,1, J1nu1ry JO, !979 (3 1rtidca) 
{38) Rlteln·Nee~Zeit1m1, February I, 1979 (article) 
(39) RM/n-Nu'4r-Z6itung, February 2, 1979 (2 article•, 6 letten) 
(40) Spie1el, February 12, J979 (30 letten) . 
(41) S1Uleu11d1 Ze;tu111, January 20, 1979 (review) 

.(42) SDUeu11e/11 Zeilun1, Febru1ry 2, 1979 (poll, 2 article,, H letten) 
(43) SDitleut1elle Zeitun11 Fcbru17 9, 1979 (7 Jcucn) 
(H) Stem, January· 20, 1979 (review by Eugen Koaon) 
(45) T111ehL111 (i.e., Heidelberg edition of M@nl>eimer Morg1n), January 

22, 1979 (nticle, editorial) 
(46) Tti1eh"111, January 24, 1979 (•rticle, rcviicw) 
( 47) T111ehl4J1, Janu1ry 25, J 979 (3 articlce, review) 
(48) T111ehlt111, January 26, 1979 (tu"ey of opinion•) 
( 49) T111~/1111, January 29, 1979 (2 tniclea) 
(SO) T111eh"111, January 301 1979 (2 articles) 
(51) T111~L111, January JO, 1979 (article on Ea.t German reception) 
(S2) T111e~f411, February I, 1979 (S articles) 
(Sl) T111e'1L:J111 February 2, 1979 (article) 
(H) T111e61J111, February 3-t, 1979 (article) · 
(SS) .Tdeeh/1111, February S, 1979 (2 articles) 
(S6) Tdt~lt111, February 6, 1979 (article) 
(Si') DI" Zeit. January 19, 1979 (dossier, editorial, American mponsc1) 
(S8) DI, Zei1, January 26, 1979 (editorfal) 
(S9) Die Zeit, February 2, 1979 (dossier) 
(60) Dia Zeit, February 9, J 979 (2 article.) 
(61) Du Zel1, February 16, 1979 (article) 
(62) Dia Zell, Febniarr 23, · 1979 (article) 
( 63) Dl1 Zell, March 2, 1979 (28 letten) 
(64) Du Zei1, March 9, 1979 (doeaier) 

JJ. Book publication1 

Peter Mirteaheirner /ho Fren:icl, ed9. Im Kreuz/euer: Def' Femsellfilm 
HoloeOUJI, Elna Notion i.st h11roff en (Frankfurt: Fiec:her VerlaB, J 979). 332 
pp. (Emye, docoment11 and etatistical infonnation about the film and its 
reception in Germany) · 

Holot4Wl-AM1y1m un.J DoAumenle. To be publi1hed by We1tdcutsc:her 
Rondfank, PrwcsteUe, Kain 1979. (Eaaaya, at1tdy of reception, document•· 
tion of Jctten •nd telephone calla) 

Ill. American newapapen 

(A) Nlfll YorA Time1, January 21, 1979 (article and editorial) 
(B) New Yor.A Time1, .January 24, 1979 (article) 
(C) New Yor.l Tlm11, January 2S, 1979 (article) 
(D) New Yor.f Time1, January 28, 1.979 .(article) 
(E} New Yori Times, February 25, 1979 (article) 
(F) Bos/on G/ohe, Febr~ary 2S, 1979 (artidc) 
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Carol Shloss 

"Cheers, Tarfunk": 
The Letters of 

Flannery· O'Connor 
Every year we have the nuracry lchool and the fint" grade ind the nrioue ·· 
kindergartens .• •• The children go all over the yard and see the ponice and 
the pcacocu and the awan and the geese and the duch and then they come 
by my window and I stick my head ·out and the teacher ~ya, " And thia i1 
Miaa F1annery. Mias Fbnnery it an author." So they go home having teen · 
a peacock and a donltey and a duck and a g001e and an author.• 

F LANNU.Y 0 1CONNOR WAS writing to J:met Mckane, a friend in New 
Y orlc, and as usual her letter was full of fiat, unin.ftected anecdotes 

about life with her mother on their farm near Milledgeville, Georgia. 
She had never expected to live there. At twenty she had left home to 
live in those places that represented freedom and opportwtity to her
the Iowa Writers' Workshop, Yaddo, New York City, the FitzgeralJs' 
country home in Connecticut, She had gone wherever J1er aspirations 
as a writer led her, and she came back to the rural South without choice: 
"This return I have faced," she wrote to another woman writer, "and 
when I faced it, I was roped and tied and resigned the way it is neces
sary to be resigned to death." Dut then she adde<l that she had hated it 
"because I thought it would be the end of any creation, any writing, 
any WORJt from me. And as I told you by the fence, it w;1s only the 
beginning." 

The letters assembled in this book are evidence of that beginning in 
hoth an artistic and a personal sense. Written over the sixteen yean 
between her stay at Yaddo and her untimely death in 1964, they_ reveal 
a woman whose w orld was constricted by illness .and extended by imagi
nation, re)igious faith, and the determination to use her talent without 
self-pity. What others might J1ave resisted dourly, Flannery O 'Connor 
struggled to turn . to ad vantage. uT o know oneself is above all to know 

t Flannery O'Connor, T h6 llohlt of .Being, edited and witl; an introduc
tion by Sally Fitzgerald (New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 1979)1 p. S4S. 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165E. 56St, New York, N.Y. 10022, (212) 751-4000 

The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations 
agency in the United Stales. tt protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here 
and abroad , and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people. 

MORTON YARMON, Director of Public Relations 

FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

NEW YORK, Sept. 5 ••• Recollections of the victims of the Holocaust generally · coincide wi th 

official Nazi records of what happened during this period, according. to a new study issued 

today. 

This "mutually confirming" documentation is detailed in a major new survey, "About the 

Holocaust ••• What We Know and How We Know It, just published by the Institute of Hun1an Relations 

Press of the American Jewish Co1TUTiittee. Written by. Dorothy Rabinowitz , with a foreword by 

Telford Taylor, tbe 56-page account of Nazi genocide points out that "the evidence was sys

tematically set down by both the perpetrators and the victims, and there is no disagreement 

among them either as to the intent or the result." 

The largest body of evidenC.e concerni'ng the Holocaust, reports Miss Rabinowitz, comes 

from the Germans themselves. whose records detailed every step toward the destraction of the 

Jews, including the planni ng and execution of numerous mass murder operations. "So over

whelming was this evidence," she declares, "that in the trial of the major war criminals 

which followed [the end of the war~ no defense lawyer ever claimed that even a single document 

was false or invalid. " 

The Jewish testimony, Miss Rabinowitz expla ins, in the form of documents: personal papers, 

records buried underground, and eyewitness reports, is small in volume compared to the offic ial 

German records compiled over Hitler's 12-year reign, but H is "indisputable. " 

In .chapters entitled How It Began, The Murder Plan, The Ghettos, The Ki l ling Squads, 

The Death Factories, As The Horror Spread, Jewish Resistance, and The Statistics of Death, 

About the Holocaust describes .how the unprecedented nightmare that took the lives of approxi

mately six million Jews began and how it ultimately extinguished the religious and cultural 

life of East European Jewry. 

According to the report, the Nazis were able to carry out their campai gn of extermination 

of the Jews of Europe because only a few nations intervened, heeded the threats that Jews were 

about to be slaughtered, or provided refuge from the slaughterers when the threats became reality. 
Note: For a review copy write to Morton Yarmon, American Jewish Committee, 165 East 56th 

Street, New York, N. Y. 10022. 

Richard Maass, President; Maynard I. Wisl>ner, Chairman, Board of Governors; Morton K. Blaustein, Chairman, National uecutive Council; Howard I. Friedman, Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Bertram H. Gold, Execut ive Vice President 

Washington Office, 818 18th St., N.W., Washington, O.C. 20006 • Europe hq.: 41 rue Paul Ooumer, 75016, Paris, France • Israel hq.: 9 Ethiopia St .• Jerusalem, 95149, Israel 

Mexico~entrar America hq., Av. £. National 533, Mexico 5, O.F. 
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However. Miss Rabinowitz adds: ·in some count~ies , notably Denmark, Jews received sig-. ., ........ ~· · ~ 

nificant. sometimes decisive help from their non-Jewish compatriots. 

"Seizing men . women and children in .an ·occupied· country and deporting them to the death 

camps was no easy matter without help from local authorities," the study makes plain. "Wher

ever there was marked local opposition to the deportation of the Jews. a considerable portibn 

survived." 

In his foreword to About the Holocaust. Telford Taylor, who represented the United States 

as chief counsel for the prosecution at the Nuremberg war crimes. points out that "although 

the history of mankind is marked and marred by many mass atrocities, the Holocaust is unique 

in its scale, the deliberation with which it was executed and the terrible modernity of the 

gas chambers and the crem~toria ••. We may never fully understand why the Holocaust took place. 

but we cannot afford not to seek its comprehension." 

Miss Rabinowitz is the author of Ne~1 Lives, a widely acclaimed book based on the 

personal stories of more than 100 survivors of the Nazi death camps. 

Publication of About the Holocaust ••• What We Know and How We Know It. was made possibl~ 

by grant s from David Rose and from the Noel L. and Barbara B. Allbritton Co111T1unications Fund, 

established in honor of Ruth and Arnold Picker. 

Copies are available from the Institute of Human Rel ations, 165 East 56th Street, 

New York. N. Y. 10022, at a cost of $1.50. 

8/29/79 
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American Ji:-;~ ish 
· Committt.-e 

Feb. 1; 1979. 

THE IMPACT OF "HOLOCAUST" 

The transmi.ssi.on of the American TV series "Holocaust" 

in the Federal Republic of Germany last week created overwhelming 

reaction. The press reported that on the first evenin~ (Jan. 22) 

32 ·per cent .of sets were switched on; on the second .ev~n._:i,ng 

(Jan. 23} 36 per cent; and on the third (Jan. 25) 39 per cent. 

During the big panel discussion o~ Jan. 26, 41 per cent 

of sets w~re switched on -- some 15 million viewers or a quarter 

of the population. Regional television stations dealt with a 

record 30,000 telephone calls. The 250,000 information kits 

about "Holocaust" distributed by the Federal Off ice for Political 

Edfi'Cation were jn~j&i,ept 'to meet. the demand -- principally from -schools -- and more are havil}g to · be prepared . ........ -
People aged 20 to 25 showed the most interest, but ~!early 

the majority of the population as a whole considered the prograrcu~e 

as something enabling them to come to a better understanding of 

their past. 

The following are highlights from commentaries in the 

German media and elsewhere, in free and unofficial translation, 

which confirm this view. 

Der Spiegel (29.1.79): 

Was this in the final 

Thirty-four years after the end 

end of our inability to mourn? 

reckonin«j really the catharsis? 

of the war and the Nazi era, the 

In the 30th year of the Federal 

Republic of Germany, the first real week of brotherhood? 

It was in every way an historic week that could not have 

been foreseen. The discussions that followed brought to German 

television, within an educational framework, a unique blend of 

drama and information. 
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For the first time, the long-sought-for feedback .from 

the public really worked: people called i~ to .interrupt ~~e 

experts' debate with q~estions, demands and alterations. Through 

television a whole nation began talking. Over 30,000 callers 

te'lephoned, almost four times as many as during the original U.S. 

premiere of "Holocaust" on NBC. 

Among them were, as was to be expected, ·those who never 

want to learn, and the smear merchants with their anti-semitic 

remarks, and imprecations against ".leftist bothersome red radio." 

Yet to a much greater extent there were calls from people who were 

irritated or affected - - and those who survived. Many expressed 

shame·, some accused themselves, some wept. Of ten new documents, 
' 

trial records, diari~s and poems were offered. 

If "Holocaust" released certain emotions and swept ·away 

the usual defences Germans have erected against the most ·dreadful 

chapter in their history, the. credit must go to the fact that for 

the first time relative adherence to historical truth was success

fully combined with American television serial technique·. Through 
. . 

thi~ the American producers succeeded - - without destroying the 

central theme -- in personalising the extermination of the Jews by 

tracing the destiny of two families. What had been unthinkable 

became real. 

Some may have thought beforehand that the series sold 

· the theme of the Jewish massacre for the sake of an emotion-stirring 

soap opera, but the way in· which viewers became involved and shocked 

shows that just this unbiased American approach to the Nazi past 

had -~ as the psychoanalyst Hendrik d~ Boor put it during the panel 

·discussio:i;i on ''Holocaust" -- the same cathartic effect as the old 

Greek tragedies. 

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung ' (Joachim Fest, 30.1.79): ... 
-· .. · -

. . . 
The public's lack of interest in the past, bewailed for 

years by historians and publicists, has been shown up for what . 

it is: the historians ' and publicists' lack of interest in the 

. public. ,·:. ·.-: •. . It was a revelation. 
i • .- • • • 

"Holocaust" was nothing more, and nothing less, than an · 

opportunity, still to last for some time and perhaps to be utilised. 

The film's noticeable shortcomings may even increase this: 
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it mad·e it clear to many people· that s·ympathy can be quickly won 

but real knowledge only with difficulty. 

Rheinpfalz, Ludwigshafen (27.1.79): 

Now it is no longer the world who asks us, it is our 

own children. And we shall have to . reply. 

Die Welt (29.i.79): 

The chairman of the Jewish congregation in ·Berlin, 

Heinz Galinski, welcomed the "beneficial disquiet" created by 

"Holocaust." People who have until now opposed the extension . 

of the statute of limitations [which would otherwise hi~der the . 

opening ~f new proceedings for the prosecution of Nazi war. crimes 

may have changed their minds. Galinski drew attention· .to "the 

voices of many young people who expressed their distress about 

not being· told adequately about the past either at school or at 

home." 

The general secretary of the Jewish Central 

(:ermany, Alexander Ginsburg~ sununed it up as follows: "I belie- ·1e 

that a conversation is . beginning which has been avoided for years. 

This is good for democracy." 

Norddeutscher Rundfunk/Westdeutscher ·Rundfunk (27.1.79): 

A whole nation has now set out in search of its· history. 

This was ·not achieved by a sober documentation but by a colourful 

piece· of acting, a professional Hollywood film. That is the 

astonishing experience with "Holocaust." 

. Stuttgarter Zeitung (27.1.79): 
. . / , 

· ~· · .· . .. · .. · : . . . . · . ' . . . 

The population of the Federal Republic has been stirred. 

For the first time since the war, millions of ,Germans seem ~o 

have consciously taken in the fact that Germa~ national socialists 

systematically murdered six million Jews. The reactions to 
"Holocaust" cannot be explained in any other 

suffering and death 'of the fictitious Jewish 

film has altered our awareness. 

way. The life, · 

family Weiss in the 
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Hamburger Morgen11ost {27.L 79.l: ~· 
"fiolocaus·t" has been a great educational success. 

Year after yea,r, there were complaints everywhe.re that the German 

people had lost their sense of history and that the young have LJ 
no link with the past. Now it transpires that in fact it is the .~ 
young who watch the past on TV with attention and deep emotion. 

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (29.1.79): ·-~ 

The high viewing figures, the telephone calls and the 

enormous number. of letters which swamped the comparatively cool 

press reviews and which ranged from indignation to shocked self

accusation, have put in the wrong all those who £or years have 

claimed that the German public was indifferent to the past . 

. Alexander Mi tscherlich said rightly . that "Holocaust" 

has achieved a breakthrough, above all among a generation.not 

disturbed by guilt feelings. An educational exercise by outsiders 

has created a reaction that can counter the postwar neglect by an 

entire nation. However, we ·should not raise our expectations 

too high. Young people are going to ask questions . . They will 

put t~1ese questions to a group of Germans who were themselves 

minors at the end of the war and. who may have· pressed their ~wn 

parents for discussions on collective guilt. It is now up to 

the children's children to do the cle."1.ring up -- and to do that 

. ·they will have to know how all .this could have happened in the 

first place. 

Hamburger Abendbl~tt (Reader's letter, 27.i.79): 

Why did foreign governments not take action in time 

when they. became aware of the Nazi horrors? They should, for 

instance, have lent support to the German Resistance. 

... 
SPD Pressedienst (.Herr Hans Koschnick, 'SPD deputy chairman and 

head of the Bremen government, 22.i.79): 
. . 

The "Holocaust11 series being screened in the Federal 

Republic this week has already provoked fierce discussion. 

We should not concentr~te on the discussion by cultural critics 

about the tr~vialisation of the most horrible chapter in our 

history but on the basic question of how we regard this part of 

our past. 
J 
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We cannot, we dare not, fly from this chapter of our 

history, even if in this TV series perhaps some events have been 

distorted. However, some facts are difficult to· grasp because 

too many th~ngs have already been £orgotten and pushed aside. 

Some th~ngs are too quickly thrust aside as being super

ficial without it being recognised that many Germans lived through 

this period of German history in a commonplace reality which 
. . 

·appeared to be trivial but in fact was a horrible triviality. 

I am convinced that this series will shake_ up those who don't 

want to face the truth about the past and want it. shoved comfort

ably into a corner. 
·. 

' Herr Helmut Schmidt, Federal Chancellor, replying in a Bundestag 

debate to statements made by Dr Helmut Kohl·, Opposition leader, 

24.1.79: 

You have said something about the American television 

film "Holocaust" being shown here, and I welcome this. A lot may 

be wrong, but much about this film is right. I saw parts of this 

film in America and now just a short excerpt. . In any case, this 

film forces one to think cri ticall.f , to think morally; in this 

case thinking is needed, also in view of the decision each of us 

will have to make for himself later this year regarding the 

statute of 'limitations for the prosecution of murder. 

. ·--"' -=:.. ·. 

l 

/ . 
Really it ought to have been possible to show this film J 

in the othe r part of Germany as well . There, too, they have the 

right to be stimulated into thinking about our joint German history . 
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Am:.• :· i~ ·~n .i~ -.v ish 
C.>mmi Ltnr: M 0 RAN 0 u rl 

To : 

From: 

Subj: 

Foreign Aff a i rs D~p a rc me nt 

Ni v es Fox 

Germa n Reactions U. S . Holocaust Film 

J2nuary 26, 1979 

Havin g put up considerable opposition to the projection of the U.S. 
film Ho locaust, the entire German Republic and it s various pund it s 
and e x pe r ts are stunned . and surprised over the remarkable s u ccess 
of t he f i lm as its four parts are bein g s h own al most ni gh tl y t h i s 
week o~ te levision. 

Shunted to the less popu lar regional third chain because it wa s felt 
that t o o m Hc~ of an uproar would be ra ised by a downright refu s al -
though many?voiced the opinion that t he bet t er part of valour wo uld 
have b e e n refusal -- the program has fascinated ever increa s i ng au 
d i e nce s a n d telep ho n e e x changes are swa mpe d with unprecedented 
many thou s and call s . Letters to the editors are strea mi n g in, 
and the e v e nt has b e come a major story in the German press, ~1ith 
considerable echoes abroad as well . 

Not sin ce the Auschwit·z trials of 
that time , have Ger mans reacted so 
on being reminded of the past , one 

1963, and by far surpassing even 
strongly and b~cn so shaY.en 
is told. 

It is calculated that the first part was seen by some 11 million 
view~rs, the second .. by 13 millio n, 327. and 367. respectively; and 
this wa s likely to increase for the last two parts of the serie s . 

Whil e tel ep hone calls and reactions cover a gamut of opinions -
anger, d e nials, d a z e d unbelief, horror -~ the overall result is a 
most positi v e one; and today there are very few Ger n ans left who 
speak out again st the film or the fact that it was projected, the 
vast majority agre e ing that it i s having a most salutary effect. 

It is al so reported that t h e more i mport a nt chains whi c h originally 
had refu se d to scre en Holocaus t no w are so rry; but in any case ar e 
full y c ooperating t oward its success by canceling prog rams that 
in any wa y might compete with viewing the series. Thus , a 
film on neo-Nazi influence among German youth scheduled by one of 
the major ·chains for the night s howing part three was taken off 
the pro gr a m. 
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Some . violent reactions from milita~ts of the extreme right and neo~ \ 
Nazi grouplets are _expected nevertheless. This already began with t 

'

the bombing of one of ~he regional stations; and several let~~f~/~~n 
Heinz Galinski, Yresid~nt of the B~rlin Jewish Commun~t~, t~reat en
ing to kill him br taking him . as a hostage. The~e piedic tion s are 
supp6rted further by security rep6rts indicating. that extreme right-
ist ~groups · have been accumulating ex~losives in the last 18 month s , 
that there . has be,.e n an increase in membershi"p of 'fringe groups during 
this ~eriod , wit~ greate r ten4ency to cla~des tinity . and vio~ence • 

. Surprisingly ~n9 ugh,_ this _.possibility, too , '. is seen by some pressmen 
and political leader$ as perhaps being a· good thing, a way t.o s·hake 
.the · governrnent attitud~s out of complacency. For there is a ._ tendency 
in Germany to emphasize and react strongly about left extremism and 
to minimize the right. If the foretold violence occurs, goe~ the 
reasoning, it ·w~ll be understood once and : for al~ that the ' extreme 
right needs as much vigi lance as th~ left. 

The high and ~ncreasing percentage . of· Holbcaust televi siQn watchers 
doe s no t ho. l d · ·up for th e d is cuss ion s es s i or. s th a t t a k e p 1 ace a f t e r. 
the film. So~~ criticis~ was made of the esoteric and intellectual 
level of the talks. Anot her reason, it is pointed out, is the l~te
ness of the ho~.r: th e .film .begin.s at 9 : 00 · p.m. and the ea_rl y to. bed 
early ~o rise habits of most Germans are not conducive to well ~iter 
mid~ight al~rtness. Here again the miscalculati~n , on the part of 
t~levi~ion expe~ts about _the success of t~e serfes c an - b~ blamed. 

Cited by all who were opposed to showing the picture in Germany, ) 
tdho.ugh . t~e a:guments ":ere ~he · shame i~ ·ot~er Eu_rop_eanf lands, . was th.e . . ·_ . 

. a vertis1ng. i nt.erruption _:;; .., i~ t ~ ... ._p·ro_Je~~ .;~Q..l)· An un air argument, 
· since this _was dori& ·only · in the · p.S. and posed pb problem of eli
min~tion her~ : · Yet · it was introduced ·over and ov~r again, to point 
~p · U.S. commercialization , a kind of American s t yle to be rej~cted. 
This built up a "distasteful image , . especially s~nce it was almost ·· i 
always coupl ~wi .th statements like "we· don't need films impor.ted from J 
the_ U. S. to t~ach ~s ·a l~sson •. . If we want to show the holoc~ust we 
can do a better job ourselves •.. etc. '' For many months p~blic opinion 

'. ~a·s · primed agai.nst the .film ., therefore: forei:g.n, c~mmerc.ial, . inaccuratj , 
altogether bad. Me~sured againsts sue~ advance preparation the tre- · 
me nd ous success and ' rec;tctions acquire even g·reater posi-
tive. di mens.ion. 

. .· 

HOLOCAUST BEATS ALL RECORDS i .s the headline in Die Welt , a major im 
p6rtant daily: Over 13 millioq : vi~wer~, 12 , 500 telephone calls after 
the first two parts, BHi .on Monday and Tuesday this week; 6,600 calls . 2 
on Wednesday, even before the · third part was televised~ Nothing 
l~ke it has ever happened in German television, says the p•pe~. 

It quotes repli~s gi~e~ by progr~m directo~s to comp~aints on . why 
was .this an Ameri.can fi~.m; and why ·, o.nc·e sh_own, on the . third chain, 
the. least important. one • . "Th.e fiJm ha<;l th~ ·pr_o·per mixture ·of fiction 
and reality suitabl~ to give many Germans an example of ·what took place 
between 1935-1945. And the ·strcng reaction of the public proves it was 
right " to show the film, for more than 2/3 of . the calls were positive ·, 
- - - • 9 ~ - - +- \,... ~ ~ -i l "' '·" '!> ~ 0 f .f D r r ; ,, ~ . ff 
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A rapid ex~mination of the tel~phone c~lls _monitored showed t h a t 
.the overwhelming maj<;>rity came from persons u-nder 40. Many _ said. 
t~is was _ the . fi~st time · they _ h~d seen· su~h a comprehensive .pict u re 
o f t he ho r r o r s o f t h a t p er i o d . As . f o r ~ o mp 1 a {n t s th a t t h e f i 1 m 
was ' hidden! -0n the third program, TV representatives refected 
. i t a s 11 gr o u n d 1 e s s ; · f o r a .11 _r e g i o n a 1 t h i rd ch a in s showed i t and 
everyone in Germany had thc · opportunity to view it, as can be . 
seen by the enormous au_di e nces." 

An edi·torial in the Frankfur.ter Allgemeine also expresses astonish
ment about the . success .of· the picture, the number of viewers, the 
amourit of letters being scat to editors~ The paper describes the 
variety of reactions, "going , as one can i~agine, from the most te·r
.rible attacks for incitement against Germa~y, detamation, commer
cial ex.ploitation of the . tragedy, to agr.eement. and ' thankfulness 

·for showing th e film." This is not su rprising, says the editorial , 
' 1 th ~re have been den~als and defenders in the past, some people 
refusing ·to s ee the truth, others · strongly approving its being 
broug-h.t in the . open. · The Holocaust film reinfor.ce.d al·l these atti
tudes. At t .he same time , it brought forth someth:;_ng never achiev-ed 
by any other documentary film ' i:o date . It has ·reach ed corne rs 
of the psyche without excessive emotio~alizing . Suddenly we realize 
what a drama~~c. ~ork can accomplish in way Qf stimulation and impression. 

A n-d t h e d e p t h o f t he im p r e s s i o n ni ad e a 1 s o i s s how n b y t h e . q u e s t i on s 
posed during . the debate, continues the article. Some said why open 
old wounds? ~his question was asked iven by those who had though~ 
mu ch a b o u t t h e s e eve n t s in• t he p a s t • Bu t .. 2 I 3 · o f th e q u e r i e s w e r e a 
repetition of 'How could it have happene~? Was it really so bad? 
Why d~dn' t the Jews· det'end themselves? ' The last .r evealed the in-
ability to understand horro~ . It shows that in spite of surveys 
and information a bo ut qle c_rlmes -, very . few grasped what had hap
pened · _and under what conditions~ says the: paper: 

According to this long . .: and .comprehensive article,';a large part o-f . 
the public; . particualrly those under 40, were puzzl ed .·and sought : 
answers for iheir state of confusion. ton temporary historians and 
eyewit·nesses took· the role of explaine"rs, . and in a 
way ·never shown in Ge r many before. The qu e st~ons sh owed the per- -

.. plexity of a people which itself was a vict·im o f c r imes (Dresden , :J 
expropriation from the Ease) but is ·still now· in . the . accusation dock. 
Holocaust is a look in~o the past~ . . - . . . . • . . . . . . 
One of the discussion .panelists was Euge.n Kogan, most ' apt in the 
task of 'e xpla~ner' h~ving spen.t eight year s in Bochen~ald himself. 
Prof. K~gan, _who te~ches political · science, wrote one · of fhe most 
authoritative vo l umes about · the Naz·i regime , "The . SS State ." His 
considera~le pr~s~ige and reputation gave undeniable authority t~ 
his statements. 

Another · unui:;ual · mani.f-est3tfon were _ the .. -declarati'ons· .made by ~hanc .ei110 
Schmidt an~ CDU leader He l mut Kohl in the midst of an important . 
parlahlentary debate on ~he Federal budg~t, both thiriking it ~ - · · 
necessary to refer · to · the Holoc·aust film '-on this occasion . The · 7 · 
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MENO RA ND UM 

To: 

Fr om : 

Su b j: 

For e ig~ Aff a irs Dep a rtment 

Nives Fox 

Followu p - Holocaust Film in Germany 

January 30, 1979 

The en t ir e German people have gone ' meshugge ' over 
comm e n ts on e J e wish community lead e r after the end 
Public.vi~w ing and telephoning reached the over 20 
50, 000~~~~ ectively; but this is not all. 

It is the major subject of ronversations everywhere in the hom e s, 
t he sc h ool s , in subways , trolleys and busses -- c h ildren , y o ut h 
and ad u ltR speak of holocaust , hassene , huppe, in a mixture that 
include s the o verall horror and th e easy to identify wit h h a rdships 
of a f ami l y l iving through this,as recounted in the film . 

The wh o le t h in g i s unbelievabl e , ph e nomenal, enormo us , f a nta s tic, 
a never be f ore experience ; one that will give the first r e al· 
oppor tun i t y to do something concrete in Germany, says our friend. 

Two for midable results, he be l ieves , and ~ne serious possibility 
a l rea dy : 

- - - Rea ction s practically c linch th e po s tponement .of the stat utory 
limitation for murder and Nazi crime s. Post-film public opinion 
polls s ho w a tremendous increase among the population in favor of 
a no t i me l i mit for Nazi crimes . 

In t h i s c on nection, too, it is · interesting to note some recent de
cl a ration s of prominent political l e aders: 

He rber t Wehner, Ch airman of the Socialist Deputies in Parlame nt, re~ 
affirm e d h i s'view that the problem of statutory limi ta tions for Nazi 
crime s i s n o t a qu e stion of partisan pol i tic s but one of consc ience. 
At a meeting of th e Sociali s t d e puties i n Bonn h e stated that th e 
Social Democrat s will prepare a bill to be submitted to the Bundestag 
that murd e r not be include d in s tatutor y li mitatio ns. T h is will be 
ready well ahead of the parlamentary discussion, so that each deputy 7 
ma y c o n s id e r it. 

Helmut Kohl (Christian Democratic Union Party Chief) asked that 
Chanc e llor Schmidt make a d e clarati o n on the subject, only to be told 
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"\ . ~ 
by Wehn.er :"That's stupid, beca'use the Chancell'or · would not want to 1 

influence anyone .'and · wi·shes every . individµal depµty . to make up his 
own mind. " . · 

Before this, however, He'lmut Kohl already went on . record as · !?aying : 
:•Most of the . ~urders of the Nazi period to , dat~ have been attended 7 
to, and prosecution i~itiated . The s~atutory limitations do not ap- · 
ply after prosecution has -begun. In ·1979 the limitations can ag~in 
be lif ted . fhe period will then run to 2009 ; and this is sufficient, 
because all living Nazi criminals wilL the~ be about · 100 yeats old. 
I am definitely opposed t~ a general aboliti~n of l~mitatio~s, f6r 
this is a substan tia l liberal principle · of ·our penal law. Its .Pur-
pose is to insure . that . after a generation no judicial mistake be made; 
an d t h i s p·r i n c i p 1 e · s ho u.l d no t b e vi o 1 a t e d . " · ( No t e t ha t w h i 1 e a g a in s t 
abolition i'fr . Kohi does conside.r ·the possibility "of another JO ye~r. s 
before full presc rip t ion.) 

Deputy . Chairman of th e Socialist Part·y, Hans Koschnick, came · ovt in J 
favor · of abolition of statut~ry limit~tions fo r ~urder . 

--..,. The conspiracy of · sil.ence aho.ut · the Nazi p.eriod in terms .. of. 
f a m i 1 y r e 1 a t i o n s i s d e f in i t e 1 y p v er . . · Tod a y chi 1 d re n a ·n d yo u t h . a s k 
:rPa.pa, you were in Berlin on Crystal Night, what d·o you know about 
it?" And t .he answers are coming., The (ilm was the · 1ancet, · as it were, 
for tl1e festering abscess : families. suddenly discu·ss the even.ts . 
t he y · ha v e 1 iv e d ' t h.D o u g h , par t i c; i p ~ t e d i n , t h e . you n g h u n gr i 1 y · q u e s t i o n 
their parents, uncles . , relatives, friends . 

M~ny .letters are being rec eived by the J~·wis h commun.ity too, women 
asking advice , exposing family problems on th i s · scbre and in se~r~h. 
of a way to answer; children , · ~sking for documentation. 

--- As . never before·, tbere are now · serious possibilitie s that teach
ing of the Nazi · p·eriod' .a .nd th·e holocaust will become p·arc· of the . cu·rn:-
culum, that German st.udents wi.11 l earn their land' to be · the ' source of t:; 
Beethoven ~nd Goethe as well as Nazism~ holocaust. Teachers Trade ( 
Ynions are actively sea~ching fo r the proper way to int~oduce such 
studies'. 

No other documentary film has or can possibly achieve what this ·u . s. 
" commercial, ·HollywoOd-s·tyle, bad picture" has managed : not the 
Nuremberg and Ame rican denazifica~ton tr ial~, ~bt . ~ d~zen documentaries~ 
not a stack of s 'tudies and · surveys. ·In fact, . everything · t})at has been 
said, written, surveyed· to date . is now ·null a~d void, says the Je~ish . 
community .leader, " and t~is .view is ec~oed in mQst of the p re ss reports . 

· There will come a time for · assessment ; but it i ·s t .oo soon now, says · 1 
our friend; perhaps in a few m6nth$. Meanwhile .everyone in the commu
nity looks on approvingJ,.y, delighted, di~believing . ·.And there are Ci 
cal~s to repe~t the film again on t elevision, bu~ also . to show it in / 
all the schools, unive~sities, · youth clubs, army · posts •• • with ' th~ 

" 
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younger demandi~g tl:at this take place during the day, and not at j 
bedti me. 

As predicted, neo-Nazi and extreme rightists are trying to counter 
this avalanche of positive reactions; but so far the impact i s mea
sured as at best 17. over 997., and hardly troubling. Only the 
National Zeitung has dared headlining its entire front page with 
"HOLOCAUST - THE BIG FRAUD." In an inside page the same paper points 
out that AuscHwitz could not have been so bad, since so many of its 
survivors have had successful careers; and prints a number of photos 
-- Ms. Simone Veil, Heinz Calinski, Roman Polanski, etc. 

The film is slated to be shown in Austria shortly . 
make for an interesting event . 

This too should 
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FB 1 . INSTITUT FOR MEDIENWISSENSCHAFT 

UN .D LITERATURSOZIOLOGIE 

U~KLINl ~ 

\ 1 
Fachgebiet Germanistik 

Siegfried Zielinski . 
Postansehrih; TU Berlin · Sekr. TEL 10 · S!raBe d~ 17. Juni 135. 1000 Berlin 12 

C\ 
The American Jewish Comm. 
Institute fo Human Relations 
Rabbi . .Marc H. Tanenbaum ·, · 
National Director 

Telefon: (030) 314-2322 oder '19~ 
Telex: 1 84 262 tubln -d-

165 East 56 Street 
New York 
N.Y.-10022 

Datums Ma y 24th·, 1979 

By Airmail 
L _J 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 
Tha~k you very m~ch . for your kind letter of May 7th, 

and the material you sent ~s. The interest you 

project gives us great . pl~asure. 

We gratefully actept your invitation to discu~s our project 
\ . 

with you during our visit to the Un~yed_.· states .which is planed 

during the period September 8th to Octob~? 14th; As soon as 

our itinerary is fixed, we shall .w~ite to you again to arrange 

a pr~cise date far· our meeting. The most like!~ dates at the 

moment lie aro~nd September 10th to 25th. 

We should be delighted to i~terview you tor our planned film. 

In addition, you~ offer bf some kind of co-spon~orship ~ould . . . ,, 

mean great support for us, bec~use as you can imagine, t~e fi ~an~ial 
. . 

cost -0f such .an ambitions project are very coAsiderable. Also, 

the idea of an educational follow-up would certainly be of immense 

benefit to al) and is. something we must discuss when we meet. 

Again, thank you so much for your offers os assistance, which mean 

a great deal to - ~s. We shall write again ih the very near future. 

Lo oking forward to meeting you personally, 

with warmest regards, 

Yours 

. ! ! I 
J f, ! /1 c1;· · 

- . , :~[/A f' !~ : atJi. 
i ! Ii i I 
'J . v 
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CENTER FOR EUROPEAN STUDIES 
Andrei 

5 BRY.~JST STREET 

CAMBRIDCE, MASSACHUSETTS 0:! 138 
6Ii/495-4303 

Germa_n ·address: 
Wulfratherstrasse 16/ 5 
4000 Dusseldorf 1 
Federal Republic of 
Germany 

March 28, 1979 
I 

I 
( 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
Am~rican J Pwish Committee 

• 'I 

165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Rabbi T~nnenbarim: 

Irma and Milton Krentz suggested th~t I write to you regarding the 
following matter: I ar;n presently an 'Ass.~stant Professor of Government 
at Wesleyan . University and a Research-Associate at the Center for 
European Studies at Harvard University. Although my major area of 
interest is JX?litical sociology and c.omparative. labor politics, I have 
always been concerned with Jewish affairs and have published on the 
subject in RESPONSE and other journals. I have also been involved with 
the American Jewish Committee's Holoc.aust Project, both as an interviewee 
and an interviewer and continue to write on topics central to contemporary _ 
Jewry. The enclosed article, to be published in the Jewish Frontier, and 
written with a friend of mine while pursuing research in Germany, attests 
to this committment. 
As you well know the reactions to the film "Holocaust" have been 
overwhelming in all of Europe. The enclosed article only scratches the 
surface regarding· the German situation which, in a certain sense, is 

I 

I 

the most important for obvious reasons. Chris and · r have a~ excellent 
collection of cross-national data and would very much like to start an 
in-depth comparative analysis of the reaction, its implications and 
consequences, in Germany, Austria, France, Great Britain and possibly 
·Sweden. · In this context I would appreciate your assistance regarding the 
following three matters:l. Could you please send me all the pertinent ·l 
materials regarding the American reaction to ".HOLOCAUST" published by 
the American Jewish Committe. 2. Could you inform me as to the existence 
of a research team from the American Jewish Committee presently in 
Germany for the purpose of studying the German response to "Holocaust"? 
Irma Krentz referred to such. a project without knowing any further details. 
3.Could you please advise me as to the possible availability of funding 
sources which would support additional research on this project? 
I would be most grateful to you for any help which you would be able to 
provide in this matter. Please address all further correspondence to my 
German address listed above or to Christopher s. Allen, Politics Departm!3nt, 
Brandeis University, Waltham, Mass. 02154. 
Looking forwar_d to hearing from you soon, I remain yours j /i ~ 

,41 t~ /./f//Zf6uit1;~ 



Te l eeas t of "Holocaust" : Long Term It:istitutional Impact 

Andrei s . Markovits (Assistant Professor, Department of Govern
menti Wesleyan University and Research Fellow, Center for 
European Studies, Harvard Uni versity) 

and. 

Christophe r S. Allen (Doctoral Candidate, Department of Polit ics. 
Brande i s Univers ity) 

Aim of the Proj ect: 

We are interested in analyzing the long-term responses by different 
societal institutions such as parties, unions, churches and the bus
iness community on the one hand, and the state on the other to the 
television series "Holocaust" in the Federal Republic of Germany. 
Moving beyond the scope and fr.amework of our article and others of 
its genre both in the United States and in Europe, we propose an· 
in-depth analysis of the long-term impact of th~ program's ramifi ca 
tions upon German public l!fe. 

The e~ot ion•l and sensational dimension~ permeating Germany at the 
time of the ~elecast necessarily have ~aded. Of much greater sig
nificance for German-Jewish relations a·nd Ger.many' s coming to terms 
with its past are the concrete, but less headline-p·rone measures 
undertaken by German institutions and opinion leaders. The events 
surrounding the program's telecast should be seen as a trigger to 
potentially new policies and attitudes toward ~he Jewish community 
and Germany's past. Thus, for instance, "Holocaust\' has already 
demonstrated its impact by causing lawmakers to extend the statute 
of . limitations for crimes committed during the Nazi era. This, 
however, represents only . one aspe·ct of a ~low process which . has to be 
analyzed in detail and over a longer period of time. 

.. 
Specifically we propose a thorough investigation of the program- · 
matic measures initiated by the three large German parties, the 
SPD, FDP and CDU/ CSU; the German Trade Union Confederation ·oos 
and some of its major constituent ·member unions; the three business 
federations BOA, BDI and DIIIT; the Protestant and Catholic Churches; 

. and the me4ia. Furthermore we wil~ analyze state policies on the 
federal and Lander levels, especially with respect to educational 
and cultural programs. Lastly, the German case will be highlighted 
by a comparative· overview of the Swedish, French, British and, above 
all, Austrian reactions and long-term developments following the 
telecast of "Holocaust". 

Implementation of the P~oject: 

Having accumulated some expertise in this area (Markovits lived in 
Austria for .eight years, has. published numero~s articles on German 

.•.. t 
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·80d Austrian politics, and Jewish affair~; Allen has spent consider
able time in Germany researching the German political economy and, 
with Markovi ts, has written extensively on the trade union·s and on 
human ri°ghts in Germany) we feel that we possess the requisite qual
ifications in addition to the interest necessary for the successfu l 
complet·ion of the project. We already have gathered extensive data 
on the German, Austrian, French and Swedish reactions to "Holocaust". 
We anticipate the following timetable as appropriate for the course 
of the project: 

June 1, 1979 ~August 1, 1979: Markovits already in Germany on . 
a Ford Foundation Grant studying trade µnions, will gather data 
and conduct interviews with the help of a .German research as
sistant. 
September 1 1979 - June i, 1980: Markovits. and Allen unalyzing 
existing daf:a in Cambridge, Mass. and writing short articles 
and reports ·dealirig with aspects of the research • 
. June 1, 1980 - July 1, 1980':' Markovi ts will return . to Germany 
for follow-up interviews and· an assessment of the institutional 
policy changes which have transpired during the intervening 
year • 

. July 1, 1980 - September 1, 1980: Markovits and Allen complete 
the analysis of the project in the form of a long monograph 
or book •. 

Budgeting of the Prqject: 

- German research assistant between June 1, 1979 and August 
1, 1979 at DM 10 per hour .for 100 hours totalling DM 1,000 

- Research assistant in Cambridge between September 1, 1979 
and May 31, 1980. 

- Markovits' . round trip air· fare to ~ermany from Boston be
tween June 30, 1980 and July 1, 1980 ·• 

- Ma.rkovits' European travel expenses. 

- Markovits' per diem allowance at DM 80 per day for 30 days 
totalling DM 2, 400 •. 

- Transcription of interviews and other typing expenses 

- Miscellaneous. 

TOTAL 

/ 

$530 

$2,000 

$600 

$600 

$1,260 

$750 

$300 

$6,040 
.. 
' 
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TV SERIES "HOLOCAt,JST" CHALLENGES GERMAN CONSCIENCE 

By 

Andrei s. Markovits, Dilsseldorf 

and 

Christopher s. Allen, Koln 

Markovits, an Assistant Professor of Government at Wesleyan 

University, regularly teaches. a course on European fascism. 

Present ly on leave in the Federal Republic, he is engaged 

in a r esearch project on the German trade unions. 

Allen, a doctoral candidate in the Department of Politics 

at Brandeis University, is currently researching aspects 

of the German political ec.onorny. 
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The week of January 21-27 may yet prove to have pre

sented modern German history with one of its most siqnifi-

cant events . The American-made docu-drama "Holocaust", 

causing nothing short of a "great divide" (qrosse Zasur) 

as one of West Germany ' s leading intellectuals referred to 

it, captured the nation's rapt attention. Whereas over 

100 previOl,lsly ~elevised documentaries and numerous edu-

cationa~ programs on Germany's Nazi past attracted but a 
I . 

handfu1 .. of viewers. thus remaining confined to a rather 

self-selected intellectual audience, a much maligned 

Hollywood melodrama succeeded in catalyzing hitherto silent 

aspects of German conscience, thereby OP.ening public 

debate on an unprecedented scale. Nothing in recent 

memory has underlined the continued relevance of the ~azi 

past to the German present as have the telecast of "Holo-

caust" and the overwhelming response by the viewing public. 

This, once again , highlights how a proper understanding of 

contemporary German society entails an awareness of its 

response to the National Socialist era. 

Ironically, few people expected such a positive and 

comprehensive reaction, especially since the film's German 

experience ~as fraught with problems. Following its con

troversial showing in April 1978 on American television, 

where it received mixed reviews yet proved a huge commer

cial success, WDR, the l~rgest of the West German regional 

television networks paid over 1 million DM ($ 550,00Q) --

second only to the 1.3 million OM ($ 750,000) for "Roots --

. . 
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to secure the broadcasting rights. WDR's initial inten-

tion of airing the film jointly with the eight other regio

nal publically supported n~·tworks ran into immedi.3.te diffi

cu°lty. Four of the ·eight refused to show the film on a 

simultaneous national basis over the most highly watched 

•F-irst. Program" (ARD) justifying their decision by ques-

tioning "Holocaust's" cinematic merits, ·its historical 

accuracy/ and its "suitability" for the German viewing pub-
' 

lie. Minor discrepancies such as an American ring to a 

German telephone, faulty depiction of SS uniforms and the 

use of a brass doctor ' s "shingle" instead of the more authen-

tic porcelain one became parts of a larger political disa

greement reflecting party loyalties and the accompanying 

divergent views regarding the past and its present impli

cations. A compromise solution relegated the showing of 

0 Holocaust" to the "Third Pr ogram", which unlike the "First" 

and "Second" is regional in nature . Although four common 

air times were established by the nine independent head-

quarters, the demoting of the film to the "intellectual 

ghetto" of the "Third Program" represented more than a sym

bolic act . Similar to American Public Television this 

channel 's viewing percentage remains confined to a small 

number . Furthermore , the air time between 9 p.m. and 12 p.m. 

seemed an additional obstacle to a large audience. It is 

in this context that th~ following figures are nothing short 

of sensational: more than 40 \ of all German television 

viewers -- roughly 15 million people -- watched the program 

every ~ight; in excess of 35,000 telephone calls (four times 

the number reported by NBC during the film ' s American 
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showing) were received by the stations; an equal amount 

of letters and telegrams had been sent; and the 20,000 

information booklets published by the government accom-

panying the show disappeared in an avalanche of orders 

reaching 255,000, most requested by those under 35, an age 

group particularly eager to attain knowledge about this 

period. 
i 

From the acrimonious debates following the acquisition 
/ 

of the film by WDR it had become evident that "Holocaust" 
·' . 

touched a raw nerve in the German public. Although reac

tions were largely positive and became increasingly so 

during the course of the series , negative opinions regard-

ing the showing of "Holocaust" persisted . This even 

reached violent dimensions in the bombing of two television 

transmitters by neo-Nazi groups during a preparatory docu

mentary entitled •Final Solution• shown three days prior 

to the film's first presentation. Letters and editorials 

published by some of the country ' s conservative newspapers 

echoed a disdain for the film ' s "Kitsch" and its typical · 

American Hollywood sentimentality. Explicitly accompanying 

these elitist and xenophobic criticisms were the often 

heard desire finally to forget the past, refrain from making 

the Germans the sole culprits for WWII and its atrocities --

Dresden was mentioned frequently in this context -- and the 

concern for the Federal Republic ' s tarnished international 

image by association. 

In marked c9ntrast to these views, most liberal and 

left-leaning periodicals wholeheartedly supported the 

. r • 



film's showing. Many members of the governing · Social Demo-

cratic ~arty, including Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, regarded 

this event as a healtny and necessary part of the Federal 

Republic's political development. Following each of the 

four nightly presentations a p_anel -of ~ive differe.nt (thus 

a total -of twenty) disti~guished German .and international 

academics concurred in the unique importance of "Holocaust's" . . 
; 

showing j,,n the present German context. Differing in their 
/ 

modes of ,analysis and- highlighting oft~n contradictory opi-
,,-· 

nions in their attempts to explain the horrors of National 

Socialism, they nonetheless contributed i~tellectual in

sig·hts of rare quality in two-hour discussions. Commentary 

of this caliber is, alas, absent from American television. 
-

This expertise, of course, reflects more than ~cquired 
. ' 

knowledge; most importantly, it testifies to an ongoing pro-

cess in quest of a ·new German identity which necessitates a 

thorough corning to terms ·with National Socialism. The pain-

ful and hitherto woefully deficient attempts toward this 

end have been highlighted during this week in January. No

where was this better manifested than in the extensive dis-

cussions regarding the film itself. The contradictory 

bind wherein Germans have by def initi~n found themselves 

~n an honest reconciliatio~ proc~ss with th~ pas~ was cha

racterized by two related themes: the movie's American 

origins and its fictional na~ure. Regarding. the latter, 

the· drawbacks of its personalization of history led to 

ovel;'ly melodramatic effects which, in tu.rn, ~rivialized the 

horrors of the Holocaust. German viewers would thereby 
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not learn to understand the fate of Germans· and Jews but 

identify_ with antipathy or sympathy -- with the Dorf 

or the Weiss families, respectively. The horrors of 

Theresienstadt and Auschwitz remained gory spectacles and 

seemed almost secondary to the fates of ~he film's main 

prqtagonists. The structures of National Socialism be

came a bac~arop, its causes were left unexplained. The 

general ~enor of a prime time soap opera created an atmos

phere inimical for reflection or discussion and rather 

encouraged crying but for the wrong reasons. Even without 

the tasteless interruptions of American conunercials "Holo

caust• may thus represent a prototype for which Theodor 

Adorne's _warning words of it being barbaric to write poetry 

after Auschwitz seem most appropriate. 

True enough, the horrors of the Holocaust can never 

be fully conveyed by any medium. All experts emphasized 

this fact in the course of every discussion explaining 

that the film ' s explicit brutality still never came close 

to reality. Maybe this is the martyrs ' only way to gain 

their ultimate dignity. Yet we also owe it to their memory 

to approximate their fate as best we can and disseminate 

all available information to the widest possible public 

lest the world forget. In this case it is precisely the 

very drawbacks of "Holocaust" mentioned above which enabled 

its success, especially in Germany. Hollywood's simplifi

cation allowed a large segment of the German population a 

genuine emphathy with the inunediate human destruction of 

the Jews. Mrs. Weiss' final walk to the gas chambers 
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in unrealistically good health and in full possession 

long hair, both historically inaccurate -- expressed 

more about Auschwitz to a large number of Germans than the 

most authentic documentaries. Given the particular nature 

of National Socialism's relations to contemporary German 

life, the benefits' derived from a mass produced film with 

all its hist'orical liberties may outweigh the rigors of a 

carefully ,·researched report. 

Furtt1ermore, it is precisely the movie's American 

origins which allowed it the freedom of poetic licence, 

sometimes bordering on glibness. Paradoxically, these 

drawbacks had an educational value in Germany where a cer

tain naivete and detached neutrality -- both prerequisites 

for a popular success of such dimensions -- would have 

been morally inexcusable~ politically unfeasable and his

torically impossible. Not only would the Germans them

selves have rejected a German "Holocaust" , moreover so 

would the rest of the world , especially the Jewish commu

nity, which would rightfully regard such an endeavor as a 

mockery of the six million victims. Therefore, to answer 

one of the major contentions raised in Germany since the 

film's acqu isition: a German production of a "Holocaust" 

has remained impossible , at least until the week of 

January 21, 1 979. 

Despite numerous noble attempts to examine particu

lar aspects of WWII the Holocaust has remained largely 

taboo in the Fede~al Republic. Shame and fear have either 

fostered a repression of this period or created an 

a: 
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unquestioned sense of guilt in a large segment of the popu

lation. As a result one finds simultaneously an ignorance 

at an aggregate level accompanied by extensive detailed 

knowledge by individuals who directly experienced National 

Socialism. The film verified both characteristics. Thus, 

for instance, sophisticated clarifications regarding the 

important di~ference among the Wehrmacht, the Einsatzkomman

~ and t~e Waffen-SS on the one hand contrasted with shock

ing unawareness concerning the occurrence of the Holocaust 

on the other. Whereas some viewers provided v~luable his

torical documentation from personal collections corroborating 

the atrocities --an ex-SS officer, for instance, sent his 

private pictures of a burning synagogue filled with Jews 

to confirm the reality of a similar scene in the movie -

others still could not quite fathom how Germans could com

mit such crimes.· 

Clearly, the current role and self-perception on the 

part of the Germans lie at the heart of these tensions. 

One question -- hitherto often thought though rarely arti

culated -- seems definitely answered for all Gennany as of 

January 1979: The Holocaust did in fact happen • .' As to how 

it did may unfortunately not find such an easy answer. 

Discussions heard in German restaurants and train stations, 

however, represent an important milestone in this lengthy 

and painful process . Individuals who until now r emained 

silent about the "Endlosung" may find a psychological and 

structural need to di~cuss the "Holocaust" not only as a 

film but as a tragic and integral part of German history. 
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Aithough no single word -- as no form of any exp~ession 

can do juptice . to events of this magnitude, the linguistic 
•. 

adoption of the English term "Holocaust" in lieu of the 

German · "Endlosung~ is sign_ific~n~ since the former connotes 

_a particular human tragedy whereas the latter reflec~s the· 

bµreaucratic euphemism of · the Nazis themselves. 

Ques~ions as . to who knew and who did not (or did not 

want to ,know); .who willingly helped the Jews : or looked the _, . . 
.. 

other ~~y; and who dissented aga~nst the Naz~s or collabo~ 

rated with them may fi~ally leave their accusatory finger

pointing, holier-than-thpu stages and provide the basis 

for a comprehensive. evaluation of National· Socialism Is im-

plications for the twentieth centur.y. ·. A variety of approa

ches _ tow~rd t~is end have been evident in public debate. 

Discussions, for example, have focused on a wide array _of 

themes ranging · _from the temporal and cultura.l manifestations 

of cruelty to the particular formations of German authority 

patterns culminat~ng in a frequently pernicious and complex 

relationshi.P vis a vis the state, best known under . the 

phenomenon of Obrigkeitsstaat. Most importantly, concrete 

4emands were voiced for a s~ries of German-made documenta-

· ries and dr~atic presentations .. explaining the . role of the 

Jews in modern derman history and showing their contribution 

and relationsh_ip to German culture. · 

All of this necessita.tes an examination of the Third 

Reich in the larger contexts of fasci,sm and anti-Semitism. 

Whereas both are analyzed independently of each other in a 

large body of serious literature presently available in the 
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Federal Republic, few comprehensive studies exist which 

attempt ·to show their symbiosis · in the German case. Most 

recent works of fascism emanate from Marxist s~holarship, 

th~ relatively recent revival of which in and of itself re-

fleets National Socialism's pervasive legacy of repression. 

In the understandable quest for the long~delayed structural 

explanatiol}S of the Nazi period, most Marxist ·analyses 

interpret, anti-Semitism too epiphenornenally and as secon-
l . 

dary to .,German fascism. The literature on anti-Semitism 

·on the other hand too often focuses on ideological and 

psychologicql dimensions of the Holocaust. 

Although true that fascism and anti-Semitism do not 

necessarily determine each other's existence -- witness 

Mussolini's Italy, Franco's Spa~n and Salazar's Portugal 

for the presence of .the former and the absence of the 

latter; and France during the Dreyfus period, Tsarist Rus-

sia and . post WWI Poland for the obverse -- the Holocaust 

demonstrates· conclusively that in Germany the two are inex-

tricably linked to each other. While the establistunent of 

Auschwitz required a highly developed fascist state appa-

ratus, the conception of .the "Final Solution" achieved a 

structura.1 · life of its own apart from the political and 

economic p~erequisites of fascism. 

Just as the relationship between fascism and anti

Semi tism is crucial to an .understanding of German history 

so too d~ these factors influence contemporary German life. 

For one, the German nation has ~gain become fragmented just 

as it has been throughout most of its history. Since . the 
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foundation of the Federal Republic entailed a claim to 

represent all of Germany, West Germany must also explicitly 

bear the responsibility for ,~he German past. East Germany, 

on the other hand, has enjoyed the luxury of an easy reckoning 

with history. Due to its equating of fascism with capita

lis~ the German Democratic Republic has absolved itself of 

the legacy of the Third Reich. Hence the GDR saw no com-

pulsion to broadcast "Holocaust" just as it has refu$ed 
/ 

consisten~ly " to pay reparations to individual Jews and to 

the state of Israel. Repeated telephone calls from citi-

zens in the GDR able to view West German television testi-

fied to the more problematic indeed genuine - - attempts 

on the part of some East German citizens to come to terms 

with the past than the regime would admit . 

Contrary to . the situation in East Germany the effects 

of the Third Rei·ch on the Federal Republic prevail much 

more strongly with various repercussions on German politi-

eal behavior . For example, one cannot under stand the 

comparatively cooperative posture of post-WWII organized 

German labor without placing this phenom~non in the con

text of the destruction of the labor mo,1ement at. the hands 

of the Nazis and the subsequent isolation pf left union 

members during ·the ensuing Cold War, in itself a direct re-

sult of National Socialism. One can also not understand 

the long-term reticence of the Federal Republic to exert 

international political influence commensurate with its 

global economic importance. Only now are there slow signs 

of the Federal Republic's emergence from the "economic 
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giant/political dwarf" ·syndrome. Most apropos for the 

continuing legacy ·of National Socialism is the current de

bate among the German people and in the Bundestag concern-

ing the expiration on December 31, 1979, of the statute of 

limitations concerning Nazi war ~~imes. Chancellor Sc~idt 

and numerous other Social Democrats -- in .contras·t to the 

conservative opposition -- have seized upon the showing of 

"Ho~ocaust" .rto campai·gn for the extension of · this statute 

of limitations. ,. 
' 

Most; .·importantly it is Germany's young people; espe

cially in institutions of highe~ learning -- traditionally 

bastions of status quo and reaction -- who have become major 

spokesmen for the process ·of continued democratization • 
. . 

It is not surprising that "generational p~litics" has had 

the most extensive implication i .n West Germany through . pro-

found criticism and negation of the present consumer society. 

It is more than coinc.idence that both the theory and prac-

· tice of this· negation closely followed the teaching and 

writings of German-Jewish .victims of and : emigres from the 

Nazi dictator·ship. The German New Left, even more than its 

American counterpa~t, bore the burdens of its . parents' 

silence. Rejecting papitalism mean·t riot only an assessment 

· of the emptiness of a · purely materialistic .existence, but 

also included a coming to t~rms with -- in an albeit hindered 

manner -- the previous gen~ration's past. · 

The young intellectuals.' noble conviction, never to 

allow the past to repeat itself, led to some ·oversimplified 

emotional . identifications with the world's victims. Thus, 

'for example, it was almo~t de rigeur for the German left to 
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support bli~dly the state of Israel until 1967. In this 

spirit of victim identifica~ion German radicals switched 

sides in the late sixties to support the cause of the Pales-

tinians, the world's "new Jews". : This uncritical stance 

also must be analyzed in the context of unresolved hence 

oppressive guilt concerning the Holocaust. Unable to 
_; 

understand- ~omplete~y the Nazi past as a consequence of 
.. 

their par~n~s' silence many young Germans lashed out agains~ 

the older generation. Their attack was grounded in res-

pon~e to a guilt created by their parent's actions for 

which they had no responsi~ility. Additional opposition 

derived from generational conflict as their parents once 

again failed ~q support a new group of victims, in this 
~:... .> 

case the Palestinians. "Holocaust" hopefully will contri-

bute to a more comprehensive understanding of .events in 

the Middle East and demonstrate their direct relationship 

to German history which is inextricably tied to the crea

tion of the state of Israel. 

One of the major and. most encouraging differences 

between Bonn and Weimar consists in the inherently antino-

mian attitude on the part of the German intelligentsia. 

Rabid nationalism and the blind following of authority have 

. been replaced by the ac~outrements of an advanced cosrno-

politan culture and a healthy skeptici$m. It is precisely 

the latter which has blown the whistle on recent ~ttempts 

to curtail democr~cy in the Federal Republic. 

A major unfinished business in West Germany remains 

· its hitherto deficient way of coming to terms with recent 
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history. The most fruitful approach to this endeavor 

lies in an understanding of the present reality's nature 

as an outcome of the past. ·Therefore, one should neither 

deny history nor wallow in guilt, rather try to comprehend 

the past's implications upon contemporary German life. The 

film "Holocaust", having possibly triggered this process 

on a large scale, may have thus made a more significant 

contribution than its Hollywood architects ever thought 

possible.' 
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history. The most fruitful appro'ach to this endeavor 

lies in an understanding of the present reality's nature 

. as an outcome of the past. Theref·ore, one should neither 

deny history nor wallow in guilt, rather try to comprehend 

the past's implications upon contemporary German li(e. The 

film. "Holocaust", having possibly triggered this process 

on a large s~ale, may have thus made a more significant 

contributi~n than its Hollywood architects ever thought 

possible. ,.. 

Addendum: "Holocaust's" success has not remained confined to the 

Federal Republic of Germany,, A spill-over effected France where over 

70i of the television viewers followed the four episodes. The event 

received extensive coverage in the country's press and there were 

:•;' 

numerous public debates anr.r relat.ed events before and after the program's 

showing in mid-February . One television panel featured German Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt who , in no uncertain terms, affirmed the "special 

responsibility" of the current German government and the German people 

towards the victims of the Third Reich . One aspect of this "re_sponsibili t~ 

has manifested itself in the ongoing dialogue between ~ranee and West 

Gennany which has reached well beyond the level of governmental summits. 
The concrete results of this development were pa~tly revealed in a recent 

opinion poll in Prance where the largest number of respondents, when asked 

which country in 'the world wag Fra!lce 's 'best friend, mentioned the Federal 
Republic of Germany. '7iven the tragic history between these two countries, 

this result, despite the usual l imitations and qualifications which 

accompany most opinion polls, is nothing short of significant.Furthermore, 

the tenor of the debate ~n France focused on an analysis of France ' s role 

in the Holocaust--after all the great French documentary "The Sorrow and 

the Pity" Originally ma~e for Frenc~ television has yet to be aired in that 
.country-• - its own atrocities in Indochina and Algeria, the role of 

terror and racism in general: The expected-- and partly plausible yet 
shallow-- German-baiting was replaced by a mature process of self-evaluation . 

A possibly even more important country to have seen the film was 

Austria where the show was televised between March 1 and 11.tarch 4. Prelimina
ry results indicate that the interest and initial resp~nse reached 

German levels. In a sense the showing.of "Ifolocaust" could have even more 
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beneficial implications on Austria which, unlike the 

Federal Republic,has never really even tried to come to terms with 
its past. World events spared Austri6 from the collective agony and 

problems of guilt so characteristic for West Germany. After all, the 
evil German Nazis invaderl a poor helpless country, a la Czechoslov~kia 
and Poland. "The Rape of Austria" as one British historian called it, 

has remained an excellent excuse and legitimation·vis a vis the world 
and herself. of Austria's innocence 
Viennese pastry, "GemOtlichkeit" , beautiful music and scenery have 

covered up successfully the deeds of Eichmann, Kaltenbrunner and lastly 
~itler himself. ~~yfie "Holocaust" will dispell this notion of victimizatio: 

JJMI 
of Austria on the / part of,1Germany and initiat~ a serious and broad-based 

analysis of AustrJa·•s own,and to a large extent willing, role in the 

atrocities of the Third ~eich. · 

) 

... 
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Ansll&ring your cable on the TV seriea 91iolacaust-- following are 
my experiences with the different reactions lihlcb towards this series, mere 
aho•n in soma countria~ of aay araaa · 

(1) Venezuela.- The series "Holocau9t .. was shoma in Venezuela through 
the commercial T~Vi channel end among the Venezuelan people was felt a notable 
interest in this serlaa. In much the same way, the Venezuelan press had a nu11-
ber of positive coaaentariaa, without giving way ~ any important controversy or 
direct attacks •. 

The Je11ish ColDlllunity of Venezuela •m!!lking ase of this op·portunity- shocad 
in private meetings the series tiolocaust" and .invited non-Jatriah personalities to 
have a discussion carried on , on the historical reality of nezism. many people ca
me, and showed a ya~y marked interest ~n this TV aeries. 

(2) Pana11a ~- Here, it •as also the com11ercial l~V. Channel tuho l'ho•ed 
tiolocaust0 having 6oth1 the full interest and sympathy of most of the Panamafian 
people and press, and without any important controversy. Rather, ·the series was 
accepted by 1110Bt of the p~opla with great interest, because ite atbjact-th9111a mas 
altogether unkomn to them, in general terms. 

(3) maxico .- Channel 13, the official TV channel of the Mexican Govern
IR9nt presented tha series tfolocaust; with much plblicity in the ~exican Press. It 
seams that this TV Channel mas more interested in shoaing this series than any of 
the co1D111arcial TV channels. Thia proved to be. vary significant, because, being 
Channel 13 the official' TV channel or the go~ernment~ by. presenting this series, 
shamed its interest and sympathy towards the hi~tor~cal contents of the series. 

91iolocaust-wes shown for tan we&ks, once e week, in a one-hour program, 
always preceded by conunantarias of the well-knomn ooexicen urritar, ~r. Luis Spota, 
cho tried. to be as ~jectiva as possible. · 

The series proved to be of utmost interest for most of the people through-
out the lllhole ~axican Rep~lic~ · 
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Quite the contrary of what •as .expected, the ~exican Prass showed little, 
interest in it and no important controversies arose, with .only a vary fem exceptions. 

TV Channel 13, itself, pointed out that it got a high rating th~oughout 
the general public by ' presenting this sariea, mhich goes to prove the interest it 
awoke among ~he . ~exican paople. 
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Soma Jewish Institutions ara p·romoting these days private exhibitions 
of the series and inviting Jewish as well as non-Jewish personalities, and 
having an open public discussion at the· end of each session. . . 

Another interesting aspect as a result of showing •ttolocaust'"has 
been the increased sale of Graham Green's book, which has bean translated 
into Spanish and published iO l'!exico and which sales started a couple of 
-months before the TV series. During the shouri"ng of "Holocaust;• the book 
became a #l ~ating bast seller• 

The negative aspect of the showing of the TV series "Holocaust-was 
that in m~xico there appeared t•o booklets, publlehad in Spain, mhich deny 
the truth of tha murder of six million Jells by the nazis. The titles of these 
tea books are the f~llo•in91 

(1) EL ~ITO OE LOS 6 MILLONES por J~ Bochace 
t:l frauda de .los Judios Asesinadoe por Hitler-

THE lllYTH Of THE 6 mILLION by J. Bochaca 
·1na rrauda of tha Plurdering of Jaws by Hitler·· 

(2) 'C8BJA AL PAPA. Sobre Los !llillonas(?) da JUOIOS 

Gaseados (?) por Hitler an Auschwitz 

lEIJER TO IHE EJ)pE. Qn Iba Millions(?) of J£WS 
Cased (?) by Hitler in Auschwitz · 

por Leon Oagr~lle 

by Leon Degrella 

Both these books were published by Edicionas Bau s. p. in Barcelona, Spain. 

. On the above 119ntioned lasue, I •ill sand in a spacial memo, letting 
you knom of the contents and significance of these t~ bo~ks. 

~ant to call your attention to tha fact that as soon as I knew that 
· ths TV series Rolocaust- was going t~ be shown, I contacted the Jewish Commu
nities of the above mentioned countries and suggested they should try to pre
pare the general public opinion, so that · there b~ a better understanding of 
the contents of this series. This undoubtedly helped to avoid any negative 
controversi~s or accussations· in the sense that M Holocaust" •aa only a -
Jewish propaganda TV f il~. 

I hope this information proves useful for your study of the world 
~ida impact of this T.v. film, 

All my bast wishes for a happy Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur; cordially 
yours, 

SN/eag 
CC 1 Abe Ker liko111 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
· rnf~rmation and Reseaict Services 

FINDINGS: . TWO STlJ:OIES OF . AUDIENCE REACT.ION TO "HOLOCAUST" 

The AJC · Study 

The AJC-sponsorcd study, conducte·d. three weeks after 

the film was shown on the . NBC televisio~ netwofk, told us 

that the majority of Americ~ns wer~ made .more aware by the 

film of the cata~trophe that befell the .Jews of Euro~e. 

Three out of five felt the film ·was an educatio·nal expe:i:ienc·e 

and thought the .subject shbuld be ~aught . in schools~ · . 

Young people under ~hirty were the least well informed· 

about _the Nazi . period, indicating . that schools · are failing · 

to tea~h recent history adequately. 

Th~ film appareptly coritributes somewh~t to the ~yt~ ·of 

. Jew~sh -passl.vity, since among . those who said the Jews were 

partly to bla~e for their fat~, more vie~ers than nonvie~er~ 

( 2 5 % cmnparecl to i 7 %) claim that Jews did not ·fight to save . 
. . 

themselves. By choosing to stress the P.ilemma of cultu.r_ed, 

. educ~ted; patri~tic Jews, b~ neglectihg to show that ·alL. vic~ . 

tims, ·whatever · the re1i·gious or ethnic ba~kground, ·. behaved · 

the sam.e in _the face of the over.whelmin_g .. Nazi besti"ali ty; anc'j. . 

by having a. Nazi of_ficer complacen.tly .utter 'w9rds to -!his ef

fect:- "Look how they go, 1 ike sheep to ·slaughter" - - the. film 

distprts· the perspeciive, ov~t~~phasiiing th~ . - failure of · Jews. 

to resist. 
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. . 

The study alsb indicates ~hat most people do riot see the 

connection between the Holocaust and the abandonment of the 

Jews . of Ger~any by other gov~rriments and ·the need for Jews 

· ~o fight ' for their own st~te, althpugh both points are made . 

in th·e film. 

The .10th Grade Study . 

A private study of 2 , 250 lOth~grade students ·conducted 

in 27 schools in Allegheny County, Pennsylv~nia duri~g ~ay 

2. 

1978 concluded that · the ,. "Holocaust'.' progr~m had a strong 

emotiv~ affect on 80 per cent of the respondents. Over ihree 

quarters said the fil~ made them think about th~ da~ge!~ of 

prejudice · and its effect on innocent people . . Many said . th~ 

film· shocked them . The s~ock can i n part be at~ribute~ to 

their . ·exposure for the first time. to the true nature. of the 

Nazi phenomenon. Aske~ whether they know about the Nazi mai£ 

killing of the Jews befor.e the. TV pr~gram, i6 per cent answered 

no . . ~ut in some : schools , p~rticular~y . thos~ in lower~income 

steel towns ·and the inner c~ ty, over 40 per cent admitted to 

no pr~vio·us· ·.knowl~dge. of the Nazi killings. By and ·large, 
. . ... 

students in such schools were less .. move.d. emotionally by the 

program, and le~s stirred to think· about the .effects of pre-

judice. . .. 

On~y 32 . per cent of all 10th. graders . responding had read. . . . 
. . 

a book ~bout the Holocau~t . · Lower p~tcentages · are found, again, 

in in~er cit~ ·and low-income · areas. For e~ample, as few as 
. . ... 

.• 
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10 per cent in a school in a predominantly Polish-Catholic 

neighborhood had read a book deal1ng with the Holocaust. 

The Viewer's Guide 

NBC's Viewer's Guide to "Holocaust" is an excellent back-

ground document for teachers. But, to counteract the "myth 

of passivity," perhaps more should be said about the psycho

logical nature of the Nazi terror, the paralyzing fear it 

aroused in whole communities and even on armed soldiers 

(Czechs and Poles, e.g., rather than just Jews). 

Perhaps, also, the section on "The Lesson to be Learned" 

could be expanded to include something about political morality 

or lack of it: Nazism as an abuse of power and the impotence 

of the world community to deal with such abuse. Certainly 

the Boat People come to mind as another heartbreaking example 

of governmental indifference or unwilli!lgness to act on behalf 

of innoc~nt victims. 

Geraldine Rosenfield 
August 1979 



JOHN C. DANFORTH 

MISSOURI 

• ~ 
UNITED STATES SENATE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

May 8, 1979 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

Many thanks for your kind letter and for 
the generous comments in your radio program. 

Here is a copy of the sermon. The subject 
was, of course, beyond my ability to address it. 
However, I hope that this was of some help to 
those in attendance. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 



SE~·lrn·: PREAC: :r.n BY THE . REVERFJ~D .JOI lN c. D/\Nf-O ~TH., A IJ!H TtD STATES 

SENATOR FROM MISSOURI., ON THE OCCASlON OF DAYS· OF REMEViBRM·JCE 

OF THE 'VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST., .AT THE NATIOf·lP.L CATHEDRAL 

WASHINGTON., D. C.; SUNDAY,, APRIL 29,, 1979., 11 .A.M . 

. . Ir IS A NATIONAL OBSERVANCE AND AN INTERFAITH 

CONGREGATION . WE COMMB"lORATE THE DEATH OF SIX MILLION JEWS, 

YET .THE MESSAGE WH .ICH FOLLOWS IS UNMISTAKABLY CHRISTI AN .IN 

ITS CONTENT. IT IS DELIVERED. BY A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL. IN 

A CHRiSTIAN CATHEDRAL WITH THE INTENTION OF. EVOKING IN 

CHRISTIANS . A RESPONSE TO THE HOLOCAUST. · 

· THE RESOLUTION,, ENACTED ·av CONGRESS AND SIGNED . BY 

. THE PREsrriENT DENOM)NATES T~Is WEEKEND uDAvs DF REMEMBRANCE 

OF THE VICTIMS OF THE HoLOCAU~T.~ Two DAYS WERE SELECTED., 

NOT ONE--THE DISTINCT DAYS o~ RELIG~OUS OBSERVANCE .FOR Jews 

AND FOR CHRISTIANS, THE INTENTION OF THE RESOLUTION WAS TO 

ENCOURAGE A CONSID ERATION OF THE HOLOCAUST FROM AT LEAST ·· 

TWO POINTS OF VIEW~ JEWISH AND CH~ISTIAN. FOR IF THAT .· .;:1-

HIDEOUS COURSE OF EVENTS IS .NEVER TO RECUR., IT IS THE 

RESPONSIBILITY NOT ONLY OF JEWS AS VICTIMS TO REF.LE.CT ON THE .. '·: .. ~;, .. 

MEANING OF THE HOLOCAUST; IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF CHRISTIANS 

AS WELL, AND SO,, .THE TIME HAS COME FOR SOMETHING MORE THAN 

GENERALIZED., NON-SECTARIAN GOOD FEELING, THE TIME. HAS ·COME 

FOR AN EXAMINATION OF THE HOLOCAUST IN THE LIGHT OF WHAT 

EACH OF US PROFESSES AS BELIEVING PERSONS, 

.~. 
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YESTERDAY .1 JEv/S THROUG:-IOUT /\MER I CA HAD A SP·EC I AL ·: 

OCCASION TO ~EFLECT ON THAT~.ET OF EVENTS WHICH HAS °r'OUCHED ' : . . . . . 

TH EM AND THE·IR FAM ILI ES SO JRAGICALL,Y , . To.DAY IS AN · . .-. 

OPPORTUNITY FOR (HRIS~IANS · To CONS~DER THE. MOST. FUNDAMENTAL 

PREMIS~S OF THEIR FAITH ., AND. ON THAT BASIS TO ASSURE THAT THE 

HOLOCAUST_, . AN~ NOTH I NG LI KE ·IT .1 CAN .BE ~LLOV~ED TO HAPPEN AG~_I N ·, 

. THE HOLOCAUST MUST . BE CON.SIDERED THE ·DARKE$T. SINGLE ... · 

PER I OD OF HUMAN HI STORY, IT HAD I TS BEGINNINGS l_N 1933 \'iHEN .. · 

HITLER CAME TO POWER IN GERMANY., AND Q~ICKLY · PRO CEEDED WITH : 

THE BURNIN(.? OF BOOKS BY JEWISH AUTHORS AND THE ~S~ABLJ:SHMENT .. 
. . . 

OF A coNCENtRAT 1 ON CAMP AT· DACHAU. · BY 1938 _, SYNAGOGUES wE_R~ · · . -. 

BURN~D AND JEWISH .SHOPS AND BUSINESSES WE~E PILLAGED IN GERMAN~. · . . . 

IN 1938 AND 1939_, GERMAN JEWS W~R~ IMPRI SO N~Dj AND ·JEWS L°lVING 
. . :· . . . 

IN CONQUERED EASTERN EUROPE WERE .FORCED INTO LABO R CAMPS AND .. 

SEALED INTO -GHETTOS, 

THEN/ THE K I LLIN~ BEGAN IN EARNEST AND ON . A VERY 

LARGE SCALE, · IT STARTED 'IN Rus·SIA.1 WHER'E: HIG~LY _ EFFI ·~IENT · . :. 

MOBILE UNITS FOLLOWED THE ADVANCING GERMAN ARMY MtiRDE~JNG 

SOME O~E MI~lION .JEWS, THEN THE. DEATH CAMPS WE NT I N~O FULL 

OPERATION. THROUGHOUT GERMANY AND OCCUPIED Eµ RO PE.1 JEWS " 

WERE HERDED INTO CATTLE CARS AND TRANSPO~TED TO TEEMING CAMPS 

W~ERE THEY WERE E~PLOITED.1 STARVED AND FINALLY EXTERMINATED. 

AT AUSCHWITZ., FOUR GAS CHAMBERS ., EACH CAPABLE OF . HOLDING . . 

2000 PERSONS AT A TIM~W~RE KEPT BUSY, THROUGHOUT THE WAR; 

.· 
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THE TASK OF . MURDE~ING JEWS ASSUMED A GR~ATER PRIORI~Y TO 

THE NAzis THAN FIGHTING. TRAINS CARRYING JEWS TO CONCEN

TRATION ' CAMPS WERE DEEMED MORE IMPORTANT THAN TRAINS CARRYING 

AMMUNITION TO THE 'FRONT. WHEN FUEL TO INCINERATE CORPSES 

~RAN OUT,, BciDIES WERE PILED ~p IN THE bPEN AIR. 

IN THE END,, six MILLION Jews HAD BEEN ' MURDERED. ONE 

MI.LL10N oi= ri-tB-1 w~Re cHILDReN. NEARLY go· PERcENt oF THE 

. JEWISH POPULATION OF POLAND WAS EXTERMINATED." IT WAS TRUE 

GENOCIDE. IT. WAS A ~YSTEMATIC EFFORT TO DESTROY AN ENTIRE 

PEOPLE JUST .BECAUSE THEY WERE A PEOPLE--THEY WERE JEWS. 

CHRISTIANS OFTEN POINT OOT THAT SOME OF· THEIR FA1TH 

WERE ALSO VICTIMS OF THE HOLOCAUST,, "DISSENTING CLERGY JN . 

PARTICULAR. THI_S IS TRUE,, BUT THIS WAS NOT GENOCIDE • 

. CHRISTIANS WERE NOT PUT. TO DEATH BECAUSE "THEY WERE CHRISTiANS. 

·JEWS WERE PUT TO DEATH BECAUSE THEY WERE JEWS~ 

THERE ARE THOSE WHO WOULD PREFER TO RECONSTRUCT HISTORY 

--TO CONVINCE US THAt ·THE HOLOCAUST WAS THE · WORK OF A FEW 

DEMENTED INDIVIDUALS WHOSE DEEDS WERE HIDDEN FROM THE · PUBLIC. 

WHAT STRIKES THE READER OF HOLOCAUST LITERATURE IS -THAT . SUCH 

A RECONSTRUCTJON OF HISTORY COULD NOT CONCEIVABLY BE TRU~. 

THE FACT IS THAT THE HOLOCAUST WAS NOT A BRIEF AND DIS~RETE 

EPISODE CARRIED ON BY A LIMITED NUMBER OF PEOPLE. .IT WAS AN 

ENOR~OUS UNDERTAKING,, SPANNING 12 YEARS,, AND INVOLVING . 

THOU.SANDS,, : IF NOT HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS,, OF PARTICIPANTS. . . . . . . . 



tc:ms i DER,, lF YOU \•II LL.1 THE ENORMOUS NUMBER. OF PERSONS . REQUIRED 

TO ROUND UP SIX M_ILLION. JEWS. CONSIDER THE COMPLEX LOGISTICS .· 

OF TRANSPORTING THEM to DEATH CAMPS. CoNSI .PER THE POLICING 

OF THE GHETTOS,, .THE MECHANICS OF CONFISCATING PRQPERTY,,: .THE 

BUILDING AND MANNING OF THE CAMPS,, THE SUPERVISION OF FORCED 

LABOR, THOSE WHO PARTICIPATE.D IN THE LIQUID.ATION Of EUROPEAN 

. JEWS,, .THOSE WHO WITNESSED IT FIRSTHAND.; AND . THOSE \'/HO HEARD ABOUT 

. JT AND COUNTENANCED IT EXCEED OUR ABILITY TO ESTIMATE THEIR 

NUMBER, 

FoR SOME, THE HOLOCAUST HAS CREATED A CLASSIC cR1s1s 

· of FAITH. RICHARD RUBENSTEIN PUT THE QUESTION VERY CLEARLY 

VH·IEN : lE AS KEO , "How CAN JEWS . B.EL I EVE IN AN OMNI POTE.NT j 

BENEFICENT. Goo AFTER AUSCHWITZ?" HE STATED THAT "A Gon 
WHO TOLERATES T~E SUFFERING OF EVEN ONE INNOCENT CHILD IS 

EITHER INFINITELY CRUEL OR HOPELESSLY INDIFFERENt." 

RUBENSTEIN 1 S SOLUiION TO THIS THEOLOGICAL DILEMMA IS TO 

REJECT THE Goo OF HISTORY,, THE Gon OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC AN.O . 

JACOB,, AND TO EMBRAC E WHAT · HE CALLS THE "OMNIPOTENT NOTHINGNESS" 

OF EXISTENTIALISM. 

Bur TO BLAME OR DISCREDIT THE Goo OF HISTORY FOR THE 

EVENTS OF THE' HOLOCAUST, TO DISMISS HIM AS CRUEL OR INDIFFERENT) 

MISSES THE POINT ENTIRELY. THE HOLOCAUST W.AS NOT THE DOING. 

OF Goo. H.E CANNOT ESCAPE RESPONS 1B1 L i'TY BY BLAM 1 NG Ir ON HIM. 

IT WAS, INSTEAD,, THE DOING OF FALLEN MAN. LIKE SIN EVERYWHERE 

AND IN ALL TIM ES , IT WAS WHOLLY INCONSISTENT WITH Goo ' s SCHEMf 
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OF THING.S, THE HOLOCAUST WAS THE 'QUINTE SSENCE OF SIN--THE 

ULTIMATE .EXAMPLE OF THE ABUS.E OF HUMA~ FREEDo'Mi 

It ts As ·oLD AS THE BEGINNING oF GENE~Is. Goo 

CREATED MAN GOOD AND 'ALSO FREE. THAT . IS THE STORY OF 

CREAT·ION • . AND THE STORY OF THE FALL IS THAT we' ABUSE THAT 

FREEDOM., REBEL AGAINST OUR CREATOR, AND WAR AGAINST OUR BROTHER , 

THE HOLOCAUST TESTIFIES NOT TO THE CRUELTY OR THE INDIFFERENCE 
. . 

o~ Gbo., BUT 1NST~AD IT TE~TlFIES TO THE PROFOUND SERIOUS~ESS., 

THE AWFUL CONSEQUENCES· OF HUMAN SIN, OUR TE~DENCY TO EVIL~ 

YOURS ·AND MINE., IS NOT A TRIViAL MATTER, · .IT IS NOT A GAME 

TO SE TAKEN 'LIGHTLY. IT IS AN OVERTURNING OF Goo's ORDER; 

FOR WHICH WE ARE ACCOUNTABLE., 'AND WHICH .LEAQS1 IN .. ITS EXTREME 

MANIFESTATIO~TO HOLOCAUST, 
. . 

THE ·EXTREME ·To WHICH SIN WAS CARR.I ED BY Tl:fE NAZIS 

CR EATES A-SENSE OF NIGHTMARISH UNREALITY IN OUR MINDS , IT . 

IS DIF FICULT FOR US TO COMPREHEND THE MAGNITUDE OF TH~ · 

HOLOCAUST~ · THE VAST NUMBER OF VICTIMS AND THE SIZE AND · 

DURATION OF THE UND ERTA KING TEMPT US TO DI SM ISS THE HOLOCAUST 

AS AN ABERRATION, WHOL LY UNR ELATED TO THE WORLD WE KNOW , YET 

ON CLOSER fNSP ECTIO N1 EACH AR REST1 EACH BEATING1 EACH 

CONF ISCATIO N WAS A SEPARATE ACT~ COMMl .fT ED AT A SINGLE 

MOM ENT JN TlME . BY A RESPO NSIBLE INDlVIDUAL. THE HOLOCAUS T 

WAS TH~: Ul. i° IM ATE FXTENS ION OF SI N1 BUT IT \A/AS SIN ·.-~ THE S.l\ME 

SIN WHI CH HAS BEE:N PART OF lllJM/\N Bl~H/~VIOR StNCE THE 1=AtL 

Or MANKINO -·- ·i HE SAME S IN TO ~JlllCH EACH OF. US WILL YIELD '!ODAY , 

' 
I 

i 
. i 

·t 
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Now LET us ON THIS SUNDAY OBSERVANCE FACE AN 

UNCOMF.ORTABLE FACT SQUARELY AND FRANKLY, THE MURDER .·OF 

SIX Mti..Lio.N JEWS WAS .ACCOMPLISHED ·BY. PEOPLE \'IH01 \'~H"ILE 
. . 

HAVING REVERTED TO ·PAGANISM', HAD ·BEEN RAISED .IN THE CHRISTIAN 
. . . 

FAITH. THEIR iDEOLOGY WAS, OF COURSE.1 HOPELESSLY ·TWISTED AN.D 

INSANE. Bur .IT SPRANG., SOMEHOW., FROM THE TRADITIONS OF 

CHRISTIA~ITY~~IN A CONTORTE~, GROTESQUE SHAPE.,. WHOLLY 

INCONSISTENT WITH THE TENETS OF OUR RELIGION., 

IN THE JEWISH HISTORICAL MUSEUM I~ HOLLAND., A" 
. . . 
P.HOTOGRA~H SHOWS SS OFFICERS CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS, THE 

B.IRTH ·oF OUR LORD.; IN THE .GRISLY SETTING OF A CONCENTRATION 

CAMP i . : Ho·w~ WE AS K1 CAN IT BE POS s IBLE FOR PEOPLE TO HAVE. 
. . . . 

EVEN A PASSING ACQUAINTANCE WITH TkE CHRISTIAN FAITH., AND 

AT ·THE SAME TIME PARTICIPATE . IN THE EXTERMINATION OF JEWS? 

THERE WER~1 O~ COURSE., CHRISTIAN CLERGY WHO WERE IMPRISONED 
. . 

AND KILLED BECAUSE .THEIR WITNESS TO .THEIR. LORD COMPELLED 

THEM TO CONDEMN THE ACTIONS OF THE NAZI REGIME. YET OTHERS 

~OUND NO ·APPARENT CONFLICT BETWEEN THEIR .OWN RELIGIOUS TRADI

Tl-ON AND THE ATROCJTIES THEY. WERE PERPETRATING. . . . 

:1r HAS BEEN SAID ·rHAT THE .M6sr HIDEo0s s1-N · IS 

COMMITTED . IN THE NAME OF RELIGION .. . THE HOLOCAUST ·wAs NOT 

THE FIRST TIME CHRISTlANS HAVE PERSECUTED Jews. ·:IN HER . 

HISTORY OF THE FOURTEENTH CENTURY., A DISTANT MIRROR; BARBARA 

TUCHMAN REPORTS THAT.1 "THROUGHOUT THE ~ENTURY~ THE ~ CHURCH 

MULTIPLIED DECREES DESIGNED TO ISOLATE JEWS FROM Ct.tR·ISTIAN 

soc I ETY. II 
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IN 1348,, il JEWS \•JERE BURMED ALIVE IN SAVOY,,· ALLE~ E.DLY 
· Fo~ POl$0~ING WE~LS~ · A YEA~ = LATER,, IN. BASLE; 1HE ENTIRE 

. · JE~ISH C6MMUNITY WAS BURNED TO DEATH IN A WOODEN HdUSE 

ESPECIALLY CONSTRUCTED FOR THE PURPOSE .• . A MONTH LATER,, IN 

. STRAS.BOURG,, 2000 JEWS WERE T.AKEN TO A BURIAL GROUND WHERE 

THO$E WHO 0·10 _NOT ACCEPT CONYERS ION TO CHRISTIANITY , WERE 

BURNED AT ROWS· OF STAKES. THAT SAME YEAR,, FLAGELLANTS KILLED 

. 6000 JEWS AT MAINZ AND 3000 . AT ERFURT. IN 1378 A MOB OF 

CHRISTIANS RAMPAGED THROUGH THE JEWISH QUARTER OF PARIS; TO 

THE CRY OF "NOELt NOEL!~,, LOOTI~G · STtiRES,, THROWING JEWS IN · 

THE RIVERi·AND SUBJECTING CHILDREN TO FORCED ··BAPTISMS. 

BRUTALLY ANTISEMITIC ACTIVITY,, PERPETRATED BY PERSONS 

THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH CHRISTIANITY,, OR EVEN WORSE,, . IN THE 

NAME OF CHRISTIANITY,, I~,, THEREFORE~ NOT OF · R~CENT ORIGIN. 

ITS ROOTS HAVE BEEN TRACED TO THE TIME OF THE EARLY CHURCH. 

LAsT MONTH,, IN A LECTURE AT GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY,, 

CARDINAL FRANZ KONIG SAID THAT. ·uANTl-SEMITISM,, ,HAS NO ·BASIS · 

IN THEOLOGY I" 
THAT IS THE VERY LEAST THAT SHOULD BE SAID. "Bur 

IT IS NOT SUFFICIENT TO STATE THE NEGATIVE--TO SAY THAT 

ANTI-SEMITISM CANNOT BE BASED ON CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY. WE 

MUST GO FURTHER AND RECOGNIZE THE POSITIVE--THAT THE CHRISTIAN 

FAITH ·EXCLUDES THE POSSIBILJTY OF RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION-~THAT 

RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION OF ANY KIND IS FLATLY CONTRARY TO. THE 

MOST FUNDAMENTAL BELIEFS dF CHR(STl~NITY, 
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. THAT IS PRECISELY WHY IT IS APPROPRIATE TO REFLECT 

ON THE HOLOCAUST · IN THE LIGHT OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. Ir IS 

NOT SIMPLY A MATTER OF EXHORTATION TO DO ~OOD AND AVOID EVIL. 

Ir . rs NOT SIMPLY .A MATTER OF AN EMOTIONAL "REMEMBRANCE AND .. 

AN APPEAL TO . TREAT ONE ANOTHER IN A MORE HUMANE MANNER • 

. EMOTIONS ARE IMPERMANENT I THEY COME AND GO I ExHORTATIONS 
. . . 

ARE FORGOTTEN .SOON AFTER THEY ARE MADE. A COMMITMENT NOT 

TO PERSECUTE MUST BE SOMETHING MORE THAN A FLEETING WHIM,, 
. . 

EMANATING FROM THE GOOP FEEL~NGS OF TH~ MOMENT, 

ELIE WIESEL ENTITLED HIS MOVING ACCOUNT OF HIS OWN .. 

DREADFUL HOLOCAUST EXPERIENCE SIMPLY NIGHT. How DESCRIPTIVE 

THAT vmRD IS. ·. Ir WAS,, IN FACT., NIGHT. Ir WAS THE BLACKEST 

EPOCH OF HISTORY,, BORN IN THE DARKEST REGIONS OF THE· SOUL, 

ST. JOHN ~AID THAT CHRIST IS THE LIGHT OF MEN~ THAT 

THE LIGHT SHINES OUT IN THE DARKNESS., THAT THE DARKNESS HAS 

NEVER BEEN ABLE TO OVERCOME THAT LIGHT. As LIGHT AND DARKNESS 

ARE MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE,, SO BIGOTRY AND PERSECUTION CANNOT 

COEXIST WITH THE CHRISTIAN FAITH, THOSE, THEN., WHO WOULD 
. . 

CELEB.RATE CHR ISTMAs· IN AN SS QUARTERS IN HoLLAND--THO·SE WHO 

WOULD SHOUT "NOEL., NOEL" WHILE RAMPAGING THROUGH THE JEWISH 

QUARTER OF PARIS,, DO SO NOT IN THE SERVICE OF CHRISTIANITY., 

BUT IN BLASPHEMOUS CONTEMPT FOR THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH, 

AT THE HEART OF THE CHRISTIAN ETHIC IS A HUMBLE AND 

DEDICATED ACCEPTANCE OF THE RELATIONSHIP WE ARE COMMANDED TO . . 

HAVE WITH OUR NEIGHBORS AND WITH OUR Goo. THESE BASIC 

~--~~--~~--~~--~~---·--~~--~~--~ 
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PRINCIPLES OF OUR FAITH \~ERE R.EJECTED IN THE 193Q's AND 

1940's. IF WE ARE TO. AVOID HoLO~AUSTS OF THE FUTURE, YOU 

AND I HAVE AN .OBLIGATION TO ACCEPT THESE aASIC . PRINCIPLES 

TODA~ AND io ACT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THEM, 

fIRSTJ WE ARE ·COMPELLED TO RECOGNIZE THAT ALL 

PEOPLEJ . NO MATTER ·wHo .THEY "ARE OR WHERE THEY. ARE J ARE THE' . 

CHILDREN Of . ~OD , .. IF THEY ARE BLACK OR WHITE) OLD OR YOUNG) 

· JEWJ CHRISTIAN OR NON-BELIEVER) AMERICAN) RUSSIAN O~ CHINESE) 
~ . . . . 

ALL PEOPLe ARE Goo's ~EOPLE--CREATED BY HIM AND FOR HlS PURPOSES) 

AND ENTITLED TO .. OUR RESPEct--NO OUR LOVE--BECAUSE THEY. ARE 
.. 

H1s.· WE CANNOT HUMILIATE) WE CANNOT DESTROY OTHE.RS BECAUSE 

TO DO so IS . TO DESTROY THE ~EOPLE OF Goo. 
SECONDJ .WE ARE EXPRESSLY FORBIDDEN TO JUDGE OR CONDEMN 

. . . 

OTHER PEOPLE. THIS IS A POINT MADE NOT JUST ONCE OR TW.ICEJ 

BUT OVER 'AND OVER AGAIN IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. IT IS A MESSAGE 

OF HUMILITY, IT IS A RECOGNITION THAT. WE HAVE NOT· BEEN · 

COMM I SS ION ED TO JUDGE OTHERS) AND THAT WE WHO · PROFES.S : THE 

CHRISTIAN FAITH STAND OURSELVES UNDER THE juoGMENT OF Goo. 
ST . PAUL P~T IT VERY CLEARLY~ "THERE I~. NO JUST MANJ NOT 

ONE . .. NO ' HUMAN BEING CAN BE JUSTIFIED IN THE SIGHT OF Goo." 
ST, PAU~ WAS NOT SP~AKiNG ONLY OF THE OTHER PERSQN--OF THOSE 

WHO DO NOT BEL I EVE WHAT we· BELi.EVE·. HE WAS SPEAK I NG OF YOU 

AND OF ME.i THE NOTIQN THAT WE ARE SOMEHOW BETTER . TH.AN OTHERS 

AND THAT ·WE ARE VESTED WITH SOME SPECIAL COMMISSION TO IMPOSE 

WHAT ·WE BELIEVE ON OTHERS CONTRADICTS THE MEANING OF ·THE . 

NEW TESTAMENT. 

. .. 
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°FINALLY., Tl-IE (HRISTI/\N FAITH PROCL.~IMS THAT ·.JHE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM OF Goo JS His WORK AND HI~ ALONE. 

THE ESTABLISHME~T OF .A NEW ORDER--A THIRD. REfcH--WJTH AN ' .. . · 

IDOLIZED FUHRER .AS ITS LEADER I~, IN ITS ESSE~C~AK ACT OF 

REBELLION AGAINST -Goo. IT IS THE ATTEMPTED OVERTHROW OF. 

·THE KINGDOM OF Goo AND ITS REPLACEMENT WITH ANOTHER KIND OF 

KINGDOM, CLAIMING ABSOLUTE AL~EGIANCE AND ASSERTING ABSOLUT; 
. . . . 

POWER OVER ITS SUBJECTS--EVEN THE POWER TO COMMIT MASS MURDER 

IN THE NAME OF THE STATE, 

IT ·WAS SAID ·BY THE NAZI WAR CRIMINALS, IN APPA~ENT 
_,. . 

SELF-JUSTIFICATI°ON, lHATTHEY WERE ONLY FOLLOWlNG . bRDERS • . -· . 

THAT KIND ' dF ALLEGIANCE TO A FUH~ER IS NOT COMPATIBL~ WITH 

TOTAL ALLEGIA~CE TO THE CHRIST~ ULTIMATE COMMIT~ENT 'CANNOT 

BE SHARED'. IF SUCH A COMMITMENT IS MADE TO Goo, IT CANNOT" 

SIMULTANEOUSLY BE MADE TO ANY EARTHLY POWER. THAT IS WHY .. 

TOTALITARIANISM--THE TOTAL CLAIM OF THE STATE ON THE 

INDIVIDUAL--IS FUNDAMENTALLY INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE ·CHRISTIAN 

FAITH. NAZISM, WITH ITS MASS RALLIES AND BANNERS AND .TWISTED 

CROSS SYMBOL WAS A PARODY OF RELIGION--A USURPATION OF . TH~ 

~OLE . OF THE CHURCH, 

Goo ESTABLISHES His OWN KINGDOM BY His OWN : SON., WITH 

His OWN PO\'IER. THAT IS THE FAITH OF THE C.HURCH. To WREST 

THAT POWER FROM Goo,. TO CLAIM ALLEGIANCE TO ANOTHER KINGDOM, 

AND ~O SET-ONESELF UP AS JUDGE OF OTHERS IS TO ASSUME THE 

ROLE OF ANTICHRIST, 



.... ' . 

.· . 

Jl -
. . 

HHATJ THENJ CAN PREVENT ,THE OCCURRE~CE OF . ANOTHER .·. 
.. . . . 

HOLOCAUST? IT CANNOT BE A FLEETING MOOD OF KINriN ESS N6R · 

AN ·EXHORTATION FROM THIS OR ·ANY OTHER PUBLIC ROSTRUM. ·Ir 

CAN ONLY BE A FAITH WHICH ALONE CLAIMS OUR TOTAL .COMMITMENTJ 

. w I TH WHICH A HO.LOCAUSJ CANNOT COEX I s·r J AND WHICH COMMANDS 

us THAT WE ARE TO LOVE THE LoRo OUR Goo WITH ALL ouR HEARTSJ 

OUR SOULS AND OUR MINDSJ AND .WE ARE TO LOVE OUR N~IGHBORS 

AS OURSELVES, 
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.. THE AMERl~AN JEWISH C0r.1MITTEE 
Long Island Chapter 

date April 26 ,· .1979 

to · Rabbi Ma·r.c Tanenbaum 

frdm 

subject 

Adam Simms 

Interfaith Committee for Teachi~g 
.. the ·Hol0caust 

... .. ·· ·: . 
•. 

': • I • " ~ • o '" ~ •. ,I ' 
"; .. 

. ·cc: · Rabbi'. ·James Rudin 
Inge "Gibel 
Ma:rilyn Braveman 
Bernice NeW:man 
Harold Applebaum· 

The Long Island:· Interfaith Coinmi. ttee for ·Teachi.nc::J.- t.he Holocaust, 
which_ grew eut of the Catholic-Jewish Relations commlt-~ee I .. is on the 
verge of producing ·two vital statements which ·may prove trend-setters 
for other groups. around the nation working on· Holocaust studies in 
the· public scho"c:>ls. · 

The . attached drafts give an idea of what I mean. 

The first draft is a letter designed for distribution to school 
district officials . and, with the ·proper indicated insertion, .to area 
clergy. It indicates that an interfaith ·consortium of religious and 
community relations agencies not· enly encourage$the teaching of the 
Holocaust as an integral part of the schools·' social studies · 
·curricula, · but that the agencies are ready and willing to "offer 
resour~es a.J?.d ·to assist in the creation of a . supportive climate of 

, opinion in the community. " 
.. 

· -- ... -· ··· .The._ secqnd ·drqft .. is a;-j::>os~.ti.on:'.:"s.tatement·, -:-=·adapted· from several 
sources, indicating why the Interfaith Committee suppor·ts Holocaust 
·$.ldies. It is esi?ecially effective because it strikes a balance 
between particularist and Ul1iversalist aspects of the importance and 
meani~g of the Holocaust. 

It is significant to note that- the address and telephone number 
for the Interfaith c·ommi ttee are shared. · The ·address· is that of the 
Catholic .diocesan officer for ecumenical/Catholic-Jewish ·relations; 
the phone, that of AOL's Long Island office; While thi·s is not 

. exp.licitly indicated on the. letterhe.ad, it will serve ·to indicate 
that the Diocese is committed to the endeavor. 

Best r~g:a:~ds. 

AS/rw . ---__ . --

3 • 3 
o . .. 
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THE LONG 161.J\ND JNTERPAITH COMMITTEE FOR TEACHING THf: HOLOCAUST 
Room 403 ~53 .Sunfise Highway ·- R~ckvi1l~ C~ntre, N.Y . llS70 

(516) 678-6900 Ext . 230 

XXXlCXXX.XXXXXXXXX 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Dear XXXXXXXXXXX1 

xxxxxxxxxxx.xx 

This letter comes to tell you about the Long lsland lnt(!rfaith. Committee 
for Teaching the Holocaust, to put our i·csource s at .~your . disposal and to 
solicit your active support and partidpation in acco111plishing our common 
objectives. 

We are a cpmmlttee of Long l sl.and ecumetd.c.:il, interfaith, educational 
nnd eoe'll11 action leodor·i; repr.'1c>ent:inr. H cr·n.~R·,.•·ct. ~.011 nf! the Island's 
Protestant, Roman Catholic ond .Jewi~h ~uinmunit ie -' . 

Our purpose in coming together is to encourage loc.1 l scll'Ool districts 
to includ~ the teaching of the Holo~aust as an integral p~rt of the 
secondary school curriculum. Wt! a-c'e pHpar~d t ll of fer resources and ~o 
assist in the creation of a t;upportive c.Jiuiate .of opinion ln the comrn~nity. 

The educational values of a H~locau~t study unit and itJ place in our 
schools are summaTized in the attached p(•wit ion pap~r, .which we · reconunend 
to you for ser~ous consideratjon. 

(The following paragraph is to be included in a letter addressed to 
clergy only: 

If .you believe, as we do, that the students in your .-;chool 4istrict 
might derive benefit from the development of such an cJucatiorialpro
gram, please ' tell us so. If you bclkve that tltl" ckrgy of your com
munity would we lcom~ an opportunity to rliscuss ou?· object ive's in great
er detail, please tell us that, too ~o that we may provide a 6pcaker. 

We look . forward to your response, your interest, your questions, and 
e~pecially your ~upport. 

Sincerely, 
The Long Island lnterf.1itli Committee for Tcachin~ the HolocauHt 

------------------·- - -·· 

The Roman Catholic Dioc~se of Rockville Centre 
Commission on Jewish-Chrii;tian Relation !> of tht: Eriscopal Diocese of 

Long I s land 
.The · L<?ng Island Council of Chu rches 

The Long Island Boatd of Habbis 
and the Long Island Regions of : 
The American Jewish Committee 
The Anti~Defamation League of 

of B'n4i B'rith 

·~he An1edc .'l n Jewish Congress 
Un ion of Ame i; lean Hebrew Congl.'egat ions 
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ON Tim 'l'l~CHING OF THE HOLOCAUST 

MORE THAN A GENERATION AGO, t:he epoch that has since come to be known as the · 
Hol~cal,\st, consumed tlie lives of tenR of millions and brought to an end the 
1,500 year old Jewish civiiization of Central and Eastera Europe. Its con
sequences will be felt ¥or generations. 

AFTER AUSCHWITZ, we are all survivors and we are all in peril. The evils 
that produced the death camps survived the destruction of the Third Reich. 
Since Auschwitz, we have seen the nations of the world in mute compli~ity 
with new perpetrators of genoci~e . 

. . 
BUT, THE NAZI ERA AND NAZI IDEOLOGY are still very mucn with us . The swastika 

.. - ·· 

survives as a symbol of youthful hostility and defiance in. the graffiti of hatr'ed . 
scrawled on the walls of public buildings, houses of worship and private residences. 
Insignia of the Third Reich are displayed and worn by youn6 people born dec~dcs 
after the revelations .of Auschwitz, ·rreblinka and the other factories of death. 
Nco-Naz :f. · grou•'s road these sig1,n. as a r,otcnt:Lal !or rac't"ui.:-0\01\t, whil<' a w.ivc of 
revisionist literature denies the very occurrcnco 0£ tho lfolocauRt. 

STUDY OF THE HOLOCAUST, as recommended in the Social Studies curricula· of New 
York and other states, illtnninates the central concern of our age---the very 
survival of.: humanity itself. It ra:is.es questions of civic morality which go. 
to the heart of the A~erican education enteq~rise: 

-What are the ultimate consequences of group hatred? 
-Of what horrors is a modern technological-industr.ial society capable? 
-How can the individual preserve consceince against the pressure of the State? 
-What kinds of. people participated. in the processes of genocide? 
- Has genocide been perpetrated since the Holocaust? 
-Can it happen again and to whom? 
-Who resi~s ted an.d who acquiesced? 
-How fragi le is our system of democracy? 

FURTHER..~ORE, effective teaching about the Holocaust fulfills im;>ort:ant object.ives 
of education: ' 

•Affirmation of human rights and r ecognition of their vulnerability . ~ 
-Assertion of positive values of justice, compassion, individual responsibility 
and moral courage 

-R~placetneni: of igno::-ance at.cl indiffcr1::nt.:c ;;ith <lw:.treness arid e:ommitme::nt: 
-Insight into the consequences of prejudice and of lack of concern about 

the fate of others 
-The dangers of manipulation of group hat red to the survival of a free society 

OUT OF OUR CONCERN for the moral health of our society, we ·m.:i intain that it is not 
only desirable, but necessary, thlit succeeding generations learn about the Holocaust 
period, and that such leai;-ning find a permanent pl11ce in the education process and 
experience of young people . 

WE ASSERT OUR COMMITMENT to these goals . In implementation of· our commitment, 
'!e offer assistance in articulating this position to the· cdmmunity. 

Adopted, April, 1979 by 

THE LONG ISLAND INTERFAITH COMMITTEE FOR TEACHING TUE HOLOCAUST 
Room 403 - 253 Sun.rise Highw:iy - Rockville Centre, New York 11570 

(516) 678- 6900 Ext . 230 
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. .. . . . 
The-tfational hlter•Relilk>us Aft'ain ou,ctor of the .American Jewish .Committee, Rab
bi Marc Tanenbaum, b.8a sblted th$t ·NBC's "Holocaust" extravagant.a was "n~ 
&lid .compellina." In fact, Rabbi Tanenbaum. the AJC. a& well as numerous other 

... "SJKK:ial ~te~" groUpll' have 8.88is~ in tbe pn>du~ and prom~tion of .. ~olC?C&ust." 
Millions of dollBrs ·have been 91nt on a spectacle wbicb the Ameri~ .e_ublic will more 
then ~ accept 88 ilnquestioriable documentable fact. but' which NBC nonetheless 
concedes. ·~bile dra~ fro'm historical uperiencee, la a work of 11ctlon." Why? . 
Petbap . such extravaiimce has . sometbina to 'do ..mh recent historical. acholanhip 
regarcliDg the eztermination allegation itself. The most definitive and comprehensive. 
work on this subject to elate hae been written by ~fe880f Arthur R Butz of Northwes
tein Univendty; F.01 your own '·postpaid copy of Profeaaor Butz•s 315-page . fully
d0cument.ed and·illuatra~ anal)'lis of ~e extermination allegation entitled The Boas 
of the Twentieth Century, eend a check or money-order todat tor $5.60 (paperback) or 
$9.60 delme hardback) to: . . · . 

The Revfalo~ Pl'eu · 
. P.O. Box 27' • RocheDe P8l'ki f'!J.J~ 07882 

As a special free offer, we will aJio include a Copy of a "°new publication entitled The 
Rmpor of Auchwits by Profe8801"·Robert Faurisson of the Univenrity of Lyon-2, . 
Fnnce: Find out for yOunelf why millions of people are already thinking twice about · · 1 , 
''Hol0ca~·· and the ~tion alle1ation. ... . '. _ . ·. . _.I 

1 _ , (. ... .., 1.·: j. 1 
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WORLDVISION 
ENTERPRISES INC. 

Eugene Moss 
Vice President 
Advertising & Promotion 

July 19, 1979 

Mr. Owen Comora 
NBC Publicity Department 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York , New York . -10020 

Dear Owen : 

660 Madison Avenue. New York. N.Y 10021 {212) 832-3838 Cable Address WORL VISION 

Her~ is an excellent and authoritat~ve statement from · 
Mr. Kevin O'Sullivan, our President and Chief Executive 
Officer , regarding the tremendous international success 
of HOLOCAUST. I am confident ' that .his ~omments -
cover.ing, as they do , the worldwide impact of HOLOCAUST 
will bring ~n important dimension to your story . 

When your story goes out , I wonder if you would please 
be good enough to send me a copy of it . 

Mapy thanks . 

Best regards •. 

Cordially , 

EM/asc 
Enc. 

cc : Kevin O'Sullivan 

..... . . 
New York : Los Angeles • Chicago - Atlanta: London -: Paris • Tokyo · Sydney • Toronto · Rio de Janeiro · Munich· Rome· Mexl ::c C!ty 

··--

-. 
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NATIONA~ JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS ADVISORY COUNCIL 

5 5 WEST 42 ST R EET . N EW YORK . N E W YORK 1003 6 • L O 4 · 3450 

August 7, 1979 
memo 

TO: NJCRAC and CJFWF Member Agencies 

, .. .. 

FROM: Albert D. Chernin, Executive Vice Chairman 

SUBJECT: Rebroadcast of NBC-TV ~Holocaust '' Series - Sept. 10-13, 1979 

The NBC-TV mini-series "Holocaust," which had such a dramatic and 
profound affect in the United States and throughout the world when first 
telecast in 1978, will be rebroadcasted in its entirety on all NBC-TV 
affiliate stations, Monday , September 10 through Thursday, September 13, 
1979, specifical ly: 

Monday, Sept. 10, 8- 11:00 pm (EDT) 
Tuesday , Sept . 11 , 9- 11:00 pm (EDT) 
il!ednesday, Sept. 12, 9-11:00 pm (EDT) 
Thursday, Sept. 13, 8- 10:30 pm (EDT) and a 
Special Documentary, 10: 30-11:00 pm (EDT) 

The reshowing of the series offers us another opportunity to init
iate programming with respect to the Holocuast, and to deepen or expand 
the outstanding work already undertaken in local communities when the 
series was aired last year. 

SPECIAL EFFORTS BY NBC-TV 

In addition to rebroadcasting the series, NBC- TV will also produce aJ?d 
air on the entire network a Special Dorumentary on the "Holocaust and Hitler 
Germany" immediately following the last installment of "Holocaust" (on 
Thursday, September 13 at 10:30- 11:00 pm (EDT) . They also plan a one-half 
hour show, primarily interviews with people knowledgeable about the Holo
caust, which local NBC-TV affiliates may use just prior to the opening of 
the series (Monday, Sept. 10 at 7: 30 p. m. (EDT) • 

The half hour program will be sent to the affiliates in cassette form 
so that they may , in turn, offer it to · local groups for screening after 
the entire Holocaust series is rebroadcasted. 

The Local Angle 

CRCs are urged to explore with television stations the local news 
angle by interviewing survivors ; their children for the second generation 
impact; GI's who liberated the concentration camps; and educators and other 
experts of the period. 

Last year NBC-TV produced and distributed a study guide (a samp.le copy 
was sent t o you with my memo of February 24 , 1978). They will do so again 
this time . The new and different guide will be mailed directly by NBC-TV 
to every church, synagogue, and library in America - and to civic groups 
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(a total distribution of 110,000 copies). We will shortly recei'(e a small 
supply of sample copies for distribution to you. In order to secure large 
quantities of the guide, you will have to negotiate some arrangement with 
your local NBC-TV affiliate. 

We urge that you be in contact with your local NBC-TV affiliate in 
order to maximize cooperative efforts on publicizing the rebroadcast, the 
documentary and the special half-hour discussion program, and to facilitate 
the widespread use of the new NBC guide. 

OTHER MATERIALS 

Anti-Defamation League -- aTHE RECORD" 

The "Record" (sixteen-page tabloid size "newspaper" (ll~a X 17"), suit
able for insertion as a Sunday supplement in local newspapers), which re
ceived very wide distribution last year, will be reproduced with a new, four
page "wrap around" about the T.V. series, which can be used separately from 
the original 20-page piec~ if the press so desires . This can also be used 
as a resource for schools, churches and civic groups. A copy of the origi
nal "Record" is enclosed. As soon as a sample of the new material is avail
able, we will send it to you, along with further details. 

Inter-Agency Project - "Family Home Viewing Guide" 

' A consortium of 15 national Jewish agencies last year prepared a 
series of booklets designed primarily for Jewish groups. They will re
produce one of these eight-page booklets, 11Family Home Viewing Guide." 
The guide c 'ontaim suggestions, age guidelines and "issues for discussion," 
all of which should be useful to parents in turning the program into a 
meaningful family experience. · 

Details on cost and availability will follow shortly. 

"Holocaust" - A Bantam Book by Gerald .Green 

A paperback edition of Gerald Green's novel entitled "Holocaust," 
closely paralleling the NBC-TV program. published by Bantam Books, is 
available in local bookstores at $2. 25 per copy. A press .release detail
ing the contents of the book is enclosed. The book can be given to pub
lic schools, libraries, and a variety of other Jewish, Christian, and non
sectarian institutions in order to form a permanent resouce for the future 
discussion of the Holocaust, in addition to the book's usefulness at the 
time of the airing of the television series. 

PROGRAMMING SUGGESTIONS 

In describing the original broadcast in my memo of February 24, 1978, 
we reported that a Special NJCRAC Committee suggested a number of goals 
and program ideas for consideration in the community. The following is 
an excerpt from that memo, reiterating those programming suggestions: 

The first goal is to· assure the largest possible viewing audience. 

To this end, the NJCRAC Committee recommends: 



- 3 -

l. Each community should utilize every available means to 
inform the entire Jewish community, including those on 
campuses, about the series. (Organizations should be 
encouraged to avoid competing events, unless the series 
will be shown at such events.) 

2. Equally important, every possible channel to the non
Jewish community should be utilized to encourage viewing 
of the series , particularly by such groups as schools, 
churches , unions and service clubs . 

The viewing of the series by small groups composed of Jews, es
pecially "survivors," and non-Jews may deepen the impact as such 
viewers share their impressions and feelings. This might be done 
through pairing of church and synagogue groups of all ages in
clu~ing Jewish youth groups with churcll youth groups. 

Another goal is the development of f ollmw~up pr9gram ideas 
which can flow from the series, includ~ng city-wide conferences 
on the Holocaust, the introduction of Holocaust studies in the 
public s chools, Christian-Jewish discussion groups on various 
aspects of the Holocaust and Nazism, etc. 

WHAT SOME COMMUNITIES PLANNED 

Last year many communities engaged in extensive, innovative and suc
cessful programming based on the TV series and the writ ten guides available. 
Summaries of three such outstanding c onvnunity efforts -- Washington, D.C., 
Pittsburgh, and Kansas City -- are enclosed and offer a wealth of program
matic suggestions. To give you an idea of the widespread progranuning by 
communities, I am enclosing a copy of the impressive report received from 
100 local community agencies, inc·luding 11 non-members, of events cent er
ing around and reaction to the first broadcast of the series in April-June, 
1978. 

We have r€prints and new pieces are being planned by national agencies 
and other groups . about which we will keep you apprised in a follow-up 
mailing. 

SUMMARY 

Although t he time is relatively short and the summer months present 
special prqblems in program pl anning, the ?'€broadcast of the series repre
sents a rare opportunity for Holocaust education that deserves to be maxi
mized. 

We will be sending 'dditional information about the series , the avail
able materials and program ideas to you shortly. In the interim, contact 
Abe Bayer or Joel Ollander of NJCRAC staff if you have any questi ons or 
suggestions. 

mh -0,X,X-INF,A,R,CJF-EX,X-EC 



-2-

beh1nd by Major Erik Dorf. : 

In the words of the fictional character Rudi Weiss: 

"The information I collected for this narrative about 
my family came from many sources. Twice during my 
summer vacations I visited Europe .. • I corresponded with 
many people who knew my parents, my brother Karl, and 
my uncle Moses. I have met scores of survivors of the 
camps here in Israel, people from the Warsaw ghetto ••• 

"A major source· for information on my b;other Karl came 
from his widow, a Christian woman named Inga Helms Weiss, 
who is now living in England. 

11Approximately a year ·ago, hearing about my search for the 
story of my family, a man named Kurt Dorf wrote to me. He 
was a German civilian engineer ~ttached to the German army, 
and he had been a prominent wi t'ness for the prosecution at 
the Nuremberg trials. He had located the diaries of hie 
nephew, an SS officer named Erik Dorf ..• 

"I have i~terspersed sections of these diaries with the 
account of my family's destruction. It seems to me (and 
Tamar) that the motives of the murderers ar~ of as great 
importance to us as the fate of the victims." 

HOLOCAUST is Green's 18th book and 13th novel. He has been a student of the 
Holocaust period for many years and has written on the subject in two previous · 
books, Artists of Terezin, an .art book, and th~ novel, The Legion of the Noble 
Christians. His other noted works of fiction include the bestselling The IastAng:ry 
Man, for which he also wrote the screenplays for the film and later the TV version, 
The Hostage Heart, The Lotus Eaters, and To Brooklyn With Love 

The NBC dramatic event is produced by Herbert Brod.kin and Robert Derger for 
Titus Productions,, and directed by Marvin Chomsky, who directed much of the recent 
television dramatization of Roots. The cast includes Joseph Bottoms, Tovah 
Feldshuh, Rosemary Harris, Michael Moriarty, George Rose, Meryl Streep, Sam 
Wanamaker, Fritz Weaver, and James Woods. It will i~troduce Blanche Baker, the 
20-year-old daughter of actress carroll Baker, in her network TV dramatic debut. 

#### 

HOLOCAUST by Geral~ Green 
'0-553-11877-3. Novel. 416 pp. $2.2~) 
Pub. Date: April 1, 1978 
A Bantam Original 

gl/032278 

Reproduced and Distributed by 
National Jewish Community Relatiorrs Advisory Council 



bantaia books 
666 fifth avenue 

new york, n. y. 10019 
212 765-6500 

NE~·;s 

ESTHER MARGOLIS, Vice President 
Publicity & Public Re~ations 

Fox further information contact: 

For Immediate Release Stuart Applebaum 

BANTAM BOOKS ANNOUNCES MAJOR ORIGINAL NOVEL IN PAPERBACK 

BY GERALD GREEN BASED ON FOR'l'HCOMING NBC-TV DRAM4.TIC EVENT 'HOLOCAUST' 

. .. 
Bantam Books will publish a major original novel by bestselling author Gerald 

Green based on the forthcoming NBC dramatic event "tJ:olocaust." A '-hour television 
presentation, "Holocaust" is the tragic; yet triumphant story of two fictional 
families -- one Nazi, one Jewish - - .who become swept up by the war in Europe against 
the Jews from 1935 to 1945. Green is the ~uthor of tl;le original story and the 
screenplay for the television ~' which is sched~led to air on NBC over four 
consecutive night~, .. April 16-19. · 

The novel, about 400 pages in length, will be published by Bantam as a paper
back original in April to coincide with the telecast of "Holocaust," which was 
filmed entirely on location in Europe and is now being edited. The book includes 
material based on Green's extensive research which he could not include ·in the "TV 
drama.. .. .. 

,.. _ .. _ ......... .. ... 

U.S. and foreign publication rights on the book are being hand.led by the Bantam 
subsidiary rights department. HOLOCAUST has been chosen as an alternate selection 
of the Literary Guild and the Doubleday Book Club. Newspaper syndication rights 
have been sold to Newspaper Enterprise Association. A Dutch publisher, Omega Books, 
has purchased translation rights. 

Green's story covers the years from 1935, just before the enactment of the 
anti-Semitic Nurempurg iaws, to .the liberation of Auschwitz in 1945, and focuses on t 
two fictional German families. The famiiy Weiss, headed by a compassionate 
Polish-born Jewish physician, are proud German citizens who cannot forsee the trag
edy that will overtake them all; only the youngest son, Ru~i, understands early 
enough and flees to join the Jewish resistance. 

Paralleling the story of the Weiss family is the story of the Dorfs, led by a 
young German lawyer who, prodded by an ambitious wife, becomes a top aide to 
Reinhard Heydri.ch, one of the chief planners of the Jewish executions. Coinci
dentally, Dorf's parents and wife had at one time been patients of Dr. Weiss in 
Berlin, and the two families' lives continue t o cross throughout the Holocaust 
period. 

Green's novel begins with a · bri·ef prologue set in Israel in 1952 establishing 
that the HOLOCAUST. story will be told in a first-person narrative by Rudi Weiss, 
his family's sole survivor, and interspersed with sect_i ons from the diaries left 

(over) 
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TO: 

FROM: 

JEWISH COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
1522_ K STREET, N.W .. WASHINGTON, D. C. 20005 • (202) 347-4628 

OF GREATER WASHINGTON 

March 17, 1978 

ABRAHAM J. BAYER ANO JOEL OLLANDER 

MARLENE GORIN 

Foll~wing is a list (somewhat incomplete) of programs and 
·· projects, initiated by and/or coordinated by the Council, which 

will take place in our conununity regarding the NBC-TV drama, 
"Holocaust11

• It is very sketchy and not fully detailed as there 
are a variety of plan~ still underway and· I will let you know 
about them as more details develop. 

1). The Council, via press releases in the media and on 
radio stations, has asked all Jewish organizations and agencies 
and congregations to clear their calendars for April 16-19 so as 
to enable as many people as possible to view the entire ·series. 

2). As the coordinating agency in the community, the Council 
is convening a meeting of selected local , professionals on March 22 
to discuss programming plans regarding the series. The purpose of 
the meeting is to exchange reports on projects already in process 
and ideas for programs which should be .developed in the coming 
weeks. 

3). The Board of Jewish Education will conduct workshops/ 
seminars for re.presentatives of Jewish agencies, Rabbis, Hebrew 
school and Sunday school teachers on Wednesday, Apri1 5. The 
workshops will deal with formal and informal settings and relate 
to participants of all ages. 

4). Today, March 20, I a·nd representatives of AOL, are 
meeting with the publisher and advertizing manager of the Washingto: 
Star vis-a-vis their use of the AOL Tabloid. 

5). The American Jewish Committee has arranged, through our 
offices, to have a group of their members view the Sunday night 
portion of the series together·with members of a local Lutheran 
Church of which the Rev. John Steinbruck is. the .Pastor. ... After the 
seri e~ is over, during the forthcoming week, t'1i s group wn 1 get 
together for a detailed discussion on the entire series. (This 
format is being carried out jointly between a number of Jewish and 
non-Jewish groups throughout the community.) 

(more . •. ) 

Th11 central represent811ve body of 180 sfti/leted Jewish organizations in the District of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia, 
' · devoted to community relations, information and acUon. 
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·" = 6). ·rhe .. Hillel Department ·of .American University ·has rented a · huge television 
screen Which Wil'l enable all ··Students, desiriol:IS of doing SO, to View the series; in 
a ·large ·auditorium. At Ameri~an University," the ·sunday· n~ght ·. segment wql be precedeq 
by a .dinner for students at which time · they will be addressed by a survfvor of the 
Holotaust: On Tu·esday evening, before tne TV pfogram, the students· wi 11 be adCfressed 
by Arnost Lust.ig, a well -~nown writer ·On the area of· the Holocaust. · ·· ·.· · 

: ·· · 7). Ma·ryland Uriiversi.ty Hiilel ·iS sponsorfog· an all-night v.igil on Saturday 
night, April 16. There\-iill be appropriate po·etry · readings, ·constant recitat·ion of 
the names ·of ' those killed in· the Holocaust, a teach-in~. etc. The Council · has · 
secured a number of speaker~ for this program. This group wil l watch the Sunday 

·n-ight program together · and .invite the entire .campus. to join them. The simultaneous 
redtatfon of names· of·viCtims-will continue from Monday, Aprir :·17 - Wednesday, · 
April· ·19. . . ,· · · · . 

, . 
. 8). : :fhrough the Interrel i gi ous . Assad at ion of- Gr.eater .. Washington·, church groups 

are being alerted to the TV series and clergymen ·~re '.being ·asked to sermonize on the 
topic either on April 16 or April 30. · 

· · ·. Aprfl 30 ·is our ·community-wide Memorial Observance for Yom HaShoah" and, 
by. ... tr.at date, through the TV. series· we hope to ·rai.se ·the sensit.ivi"ty level of the 
non-Jewish community to the degree that they will j oin .. us· for the corrmeniorative: · 
Observance to the Six Million. (In the past, non~Jewish clergymen have attended 
thi·s Observance and this year we are urgi_ng. them to bring the'i r congregants with · 
them.) · . · ··· · · 

In addition, on Sunday, .Aprfl .30, our local TV program, : "The Jewish · 
Corrmunity Hour11 wi 11 have ' a program, produced by the Cound 1, · on the ·subject .of 
the Ho 1 o·caus t. · · · · · · 

.· 

9). -.As ·soon as the American Jewi~h Commi .ttee {NBC) ·study guide is· avail~bl.e 
for distribution; we will alert our local schools and offer .ou·r expertise· to· work 
with ·th:ein "re ·speakers," training· seminars; fi-:lms,. etc. :/:·· · · 

10). Anticipating that there will be numerous requests from the Jewish· and · 
non-Jewish community both prior to and after the series, we are preparing a list 
of speakers, films, exhibits, etc. for use by local groups and schools . . 

11). The Jewish Community Center is holding a post-TV series seminar on April 20, 
led by a local rabbi who himself worked in the Qisplaced Persons camps after the War. · 
This evening meeting is open to the public. · 

12). The J~wish Community Council is considering purchasing a sufficient 
number of 11 The Family Horne Viewing Gui de" to distribute to its cons~ituent .members. 
We are considering running the full copy of the 11 Family Home Viewing Guide" in our 
local Jewi?h newspaper, The. Jewish Week, and buyingextra printouts for further 
distribution within the Jewish community. 

(more ... ) 
(over) 
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. .l~)· • . The Cpu.n~il will try. to o.bt~i.n appropriate statements from ·the ·Governors 

of ·Ma.rylarid and Vi.rg·inia .and tne Mayor of Washington, D . C~ issuing Proclamations as 
, to ' .. 'H.ol<?cau~t. Cornmemoratio~ - Month" (or some wor9ing along those lines ~~hat · we .deem 
.appropr.fate) .. _Jewish Con.gressmen and S~nators wi 11 be contacted for appropriate 
stateme.nts, perhaps .letters .to t.he editors of our newspapers·, and perhaps .the ~eadi ng 

.o.f statements into, the Co.ngre~si .. onal Record . . · · .. : . 

.. 14).. · Our local .NBC station:· here was contacted r~gar~ing the ·possibility of a 
._ ' "pr.e-screening-"·for··appropri-ate Jewish· and non-.-Jewish .leaders . They (NBC) are not 

sure ·.they .ca.n . do this he.re . and will get back : ~o me next week with ~n .ans~er • 

. .'~ · : 1s.i . . · A~· a l~ad~. in . to the .program, ·a Holoc~us.t Exhibi.t~ as.se~bled by Yad VaShem, 
will:be ·on view '.at :the Jewish· Community. Center, starting April 3. ·We will ·give 
this maximum pub'licity coverage·, .. ,both within the Jewish· and non-Jewish community . 
At ·the Exhibit, the Council's "Pages of Testimony" project will al~o be ~ublicized 
and explaine.d.- · As, -you know,. through this project, members· of the COmlJ!unity. are 
asked .to record, ·for the records of Y.ad Va Shem, the names of people killed .in the 
H9locaust • 

. . 16}. · .A "p.ost-·T:V 11
; meeting will be . held. with local Jewish communal p~ofe~sionals 

.and hea·ds ·o·f .agen'cies . (on April 26)· .to discuss follow-up programming an~ development 
;.'" of mater..ials relative to. the· T.V series. · .. 

.... . . ' .~ 

. As a··follow~up:'to an .this·,. ·which I said at th.e beginn·ing i·s "sketchy'-' ·because 
it ts as of tM s date, an incomplete , Hst, we forsee all sorts of interest ·in. 
Holocaust studies - both from our own Jewish community, church groups, public 
schools, universities; · non-Jewish institutions, etc. We are encouraged that through 
this progr.am there will be .added incentive on the .part of ·the public schools to · 

·.open definitive discu~siOns regarding «a curriculum on the Holocau.st for _the public 
school system. In addition, the Council is planning a major Holocaus t Symposium 
(tentati.ve.ly scheduled for Noveltiber,··1978· to coincide .. with th~ 40th Anniversary of 
Kristallnacht). It ;s .envis.ioned that the Symposium wou·1d· be ¢0-sponso.r~d by the 
CounCi 1 (as the major ·innovator.-), the NAACP . and the Natio.na 1 Conferenc~ ·of· Christians 
and Jews. · 

. . . . 

·MG/avz 

.,, 

.. ; .~ .. 

... . .. 

. ' 

. .,; 

.· ... · 



FRCM: 

~For your infonnation 

Please handle ----
Please talk to me about this ----
Read and return ----

____ Returned as requested 



I • - . •• • • 

._ -- -

Af~lE~~CA~~S' 
RLE~CTuON TO 

''HOLOCAUST'' 

S
ome 120 million Ameri
cans-the second largest 
television audience in U.S. 
history-watched Holocaust 
when it was aired by the Na

tional Broadcasting Company on 
April 16-19, 1978. Since then, mil
lions of viewers in Israel, France. and 
West Germany have had the oppor
tunity to see Holocaust. A study re
cently released by the American 
Jewish Co.mmittee raises dislUrbing 
questions about the impact of the 
television serial on the attitudes of 
American viewers. 

Critical commentary on Holocaust 
has been sharply divided since the 
serial was shown in America. Rabbi 
Marc Tanenbaum of the American 
Jewish Committee-who consulted 
with the producers on the script
called the series "a monumental 
achievemenL" Or. William Weiler of 
the National Council of Churches 
found Holocaust to be "a faithful and 
sensitive presentation." However, in 
a passionate statement published in 
the New York Times, Elie Wiesel 
called the film "untrue, offensive. 
cheap, .. . an ·insult' to those who 
perished and to those who survived." 

In order to test public reactions to 
Holocaust, the American Jewish 
Committee arranged for a study by 
the polling firm Response Analysis. 
In early May, 1978, interviewers 

Bob Lamm is a New York freelance 
writer. 
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called a representative sample of 
Americans anci aciminisit:rc:<l a 
detailed questionnaire. There were 
822 respondents from all parts of the 
nation . Of· these. 411 had seen at 
least part of Holocaust, while 411 had 
not 

The results of this research have 
been issued by the American Jewish 
Commillee in a .46-page document 
entitled. "Americans Confront the 
Holocaust." The report, written by 
research analyst Geraldine Rosen
field of the AJC staff, includes ex
tensive discussion of the survey data 
and a probing summary sta.tement. 

RESULTS OF THE STUDY 

The most striking findings of the 
AJC study concern the issue of 
alleged Jewish "passivity" and non
resis1ance to Nazi terror. Although 
the study indicates that the sample of 
nonviewers included more people 
.who are "uncaring or uneasy about 
Jews and their concerns" than the 
sample of viewers, it is nevertheless 
reported that: "Contrary · to what 
might have been expected. viewers· 
were somewhat more inclined than 
nonviewers (25 percent as against 17 
percent) to put the blame for what 
happened primarily on the Jews. 
Moreover. of those viewers who 
faulted the Jews, 47 percent said they 
did not fight hard enough. whereas 
only 22 percent of the nonviewers 
took this position. At every education-

al level, many more viewers than non-

seen as Jewish passivity. (Emphasis 
added) ." 

These sentiments were expressed 
through such statements as: "They 
must have done something to make 
him slaughter them.'' "They allowed 
this to happen." ~'Their nature. They 
don't fight back. They accept their 
own fare.'' (By con1rast. one re
spondent asked. "How can it be their 
fault? They are the ones who were 
killed.") 

What accounts for the distressing 
fact that one out of every four 
viewers-after watching some or all 
of Holocaust-concluded that Je.ws 
were mostly or partly at fault for Nazi 
persecution . In her summary, 
Geraldine Rosenfield suggests: 
"There are indications that, despite 
the scenes dealing with the Resis
tance. (Holocaust) made t!le victims 
of Nazism seem totally unresisting 
and without spirit. This may explain 
why viewers were far more likely 
than non-viewers to lay some of the 
blame on the victims for not fighting 
back ." 

Interestingly, this finding, coming 
from an organization deeply involved 
in the promotion of Holocaust, seems 
to .coincide with the views of some of 
the serial's most severe critics. Aviva 
Cantor. in a detailed analysis of the 
film in Lilith. writes: "An obsession 
with the lack of physical resistance by 
East European Jewry permeates-

The Jewish Veteran 
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and contaminates-the entire film. 
Again and again Jews are shown 
walking to and being shot in the pits. 
each ·sequence preceded and/or 
followed by Nazi commentary about 
how passive the Jews are . Similarly, 
Charles R. Allen. Jr. observed in 
Martyrdom and Resistance: "With 
but two exceptions .. .• the. Jews of 
Europe were depicted as having gone 
to slaughter like the proverbial 
sheep." 

Sadly enough, it seems necessary 
to repeat again and again that many 
Jews did resist Nazi terror. They 
resisted heroically cjespite. conditions 
which are beyond description or 
television portrayal : despite starva
tion. epidemics. and torture; despite 
a ·complete lack of arms; despite bit· 
ter hostility from local populations~ 
despite the refusal of the Allies to 
bomb rail lines to death camps; 
despite horror which made survival 
in itself a courageous act of resis
tance. As Charles Allen has stcessed. 
the Warsaw Ghetto uprising "was 
the first armed revolt in all of the 
fascist-occupied Europe. and it was 
accomplished by Jews." Yuri Suhl. in 
his movin.g anthology of Jewish 
resistance They Fought Back. points 
out that "in practically every ghetto 
and in every labor and concentration 
camp there existed a Jewish under
ground organization." 

July-August 1979 

It must be emphasized that the 
overwhelming majority of viewers 
(75 percent) thought Holocaust gave 
an accurate picture of how the Nazis 
treated Jews. Certainly this reflected, 
at least in part. the intense promo
tional campaign by NBC. the tributes 
from religious leaders of all faiths. 
and the endorsement by the National 
Education Association. In their com
ments. viewers typically stated: "It is 
a pretty good historical program." "It 
was history-based." and even. ·"It 
was history." 

Thus. many Americans may well 
have accepted as fact certain histori
cal inaccuracies and misleading 
stereotypes presented in Holocau~t
including the image of Jews as weak, 
passive. unresisting victims. Of p;1r
ticular concern are younger viewers 
who did not live through or directly 
experience the Holocaust. Nearly 
three-fourths of viewers aged 18-29 
stated that Holocaust had helped 

. them to better understand this 
period of oistory. Yet 30 percent of 
viewers in this age group held Jews as 
mostly or partly at fault for their own 
persecution. 

OTHER FINDINGS 

The AJC study indicates that anti
Semitism is alive and well in the 
United States. In a · series of ques-

lions on attitudes toward Jews and 
toward Nazis. between six and eight 
pe rcent of respondents admitted to 
pro-Nazi or anti-Jewish sentiments. 
Some 13 percent of respondents 
agreed that ''Jews have too much 
power in this country." 

Also. roughly three-fifths of the 
sample (61 percent) stated that they 
were "completely neutral" in think
ing about the current situation in the 
Mideast. Less than one-fifth of the 
sample ( 19 percent) supported 
Israel, while two percent favored the 
Arabs. This is contrasted with an 
April, 1978 Gallup Poll in which 44 
percent of those surveyed favored 
Israel, 10 percent favored the Ara.bs, 
and 33 percent favored neither side. 
The study concludes that neutrality 
has now become the dom inant 
American attitude toward conflicts in 
the Mideast. 

IMPLICATIONS OF THE REPORT 

. ln her summary statement, 
Geraldine Rosenfield argues that: 
"On the whole. the Holocaust series 
made a vast audience more aware of. 
and perhaps more sensitive to. a 
catastrophe almost beyond com
prehension." h is clear t~at among 
those viewers whose attitudes were 
affected by watching Holocaust, more 
than 90 percent experienced an in
crease or surfacing of anti-Nazi and/ 
or pro-Jewish feelings. 

Still . this wri~er's fears about the 
impact of Holocaust are only under-. 
scored after studying t.he American 
Jewish Committee report. We can 
merely speculate on the possible 
long-range dangers of this television 
serial-with its repeated images of 

. Jews going silently to their deaths 
without protest or struggle. I remain 

. haunted by Elie Wiesel's eloguent 
challenge: "Should the desecrators 
succeed in planting doubts in peo
ple's hearts. should teachers fail. and 
I am included among the teachers, 
we will betray the victims for the last 
time, we will complete the killer's 
work." 

~Bob Lamm and the Jewish Students 
Press Service 
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Ainerican }~wish Historical Society 

•··.·. 
May 1, 1979 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE PRESIDENT'S COMMISSION 
ON THE HOLOCAUST ~· 

FROM: BERNAJU? WAX, DIRECTOR 

· As a member of the President's Commission on the Holocaust, 
you will be interested ~n the e~closed copy of the March 1979 
issue of AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY. 

This issue is devoted to America ·and the Holocaust and has 
several penetrating and provocativ~ articles on this theme. 

Please accept this copy with our compliments. 

If you would like more issues or additional inforination~ 
pleas~ do not hesitate to contact .me. 

.. .,... 

·. 

~ -

... 

~ . 
\ 
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FOR NATALIE FLATOWE : Holocaust program 

The showing of the ·"Holocaust" series by NBC Television network 

beginning ~ept . 10th to HK a nationwide audience 9f millions of 

Americans will afford a unique opportunity, hopefully, to place the 
and overheated 

current distorted/public ~scussion of the PLo · ~nd the right to Israel'~ 

existence in security in some more rational and historically meaningful 

framework. 

~"Holocaust" cormnunicates in moving human terms a number 

of fundamental insights into the Jewish and human condition: 

it-Two thousand years of teaching and preaching of contempt 
. . 

for Jews in the Christian West created the cultural mind-set for a 

pervas~e anti-Semitism that Adolf Hitler and the Nazis demonicslly 

exploited.llX Through their pseudo-racial . scien~e erected atop the 

Christian Passion Play, 1d!Hiddax the Nazis . succeeded in transforming the 
into 

Jews-as-Judas BX the ·betrayers of Germany and of mankind, conspirators 

responsible for the ills of the world, and therefore deserving of 

the final .solution. Some of those demonic themes and images continue 

t o emerge in the current Middle East discussion with demagogues and 

PLO spokesmen now. speaking of · Israel and the Jews as obstacles m.:t to 

world peace and the scapegoat for world economic dislocation. 

-:~The condition of exile of the Jews of Surope disclosed the 

tragic price paid in Jewish lives as a result of their vulnerability, 

their near total secular impoten · ce. Having no na~ion to defend them, 

no military weapons to ward off destruction by their enemies, no 

haven that would receive Jewish refugees., Jews lost all control over 

their fate and dest1nirJ:. The insistence of Israel and of American Jewry 
. . 

today on the security of Israel's borders, on the adequacy of Israel's 
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military capacity to defend itself aagainst PLO terrobism and llzExX 

Arab threats of destruction are one of the ·supreme lessons that the 

Jewish people have lestrned from the Holocw st. Israel bes leareaa the 

lesson of the Psa~ist , "Trust .not . in princ~s n~r in the son of man 

for in them there is no salvation." Jews generally ~eceive wiith ·utter 

disbelief app~als to recon~ni ze the PLO as '!the sole, legitimate 

representative of the Palestinian people'' when nqt a .si r.gle word bas 

been uttered by Yasir Arafat nor his lieutenants, 'nor . his supporters, 

that indicate a scintilla of repentance from their clearly defined 

~oals announced in 1964. justifying tl!De use of terror and violence 

against Jews and the destnucti&n of the sovereign state of Israei as 
aims 

the explicjtxgmab of the PLO revolu~ion. Not to race that objective 
. . 

fact is to live in a world of fantasy and illusion, not to learn 

anything of · Jewish vulnerability that t he Holocaust signified • 
. .. 

To cal.l Israel "stubborn~ intransigeant, expansionist" and to 

ignore the ·murderous purposes of the PLO and their b~oody record of 

terrorism and assasinatlons is to engage in ~hex same historic demonism 

'.· 

of calling the Jews "the children· of· darkness" and the PLO, · incredibly, 

the born-again "children of lighto" Sinners can repent oft heir evil · 

deeds, but lhe Jewish trndttion of repentance r~quires these commi tments -

contrition of evil, an overwhelming sense of shame for evil committed, 

a public decision to turn away from evil deeds, and then a series of 

pu'dolic actions that demonstrate a. basic change of heart. Until such 

practices are evident from the PLO, the Holocaust reminds us not to 

rely on the raaooric of governments, or staemmatm, or even churches. Only 

public behavior of.! a radically changed order can be reli~f upon. 
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ROBERT BERGER 

Producer of NBC-TV's "Holocaust" 

When NBC.-TV's "Holocaust" was filmed in Vienna, at various Austrian 

locations and in West Berlin, producer-Robert Berger was present from the 

beginning to the end, taking care of production details. 

Describing his function he says: "I work as closely with the 

director as I can to keep it on schedule and ~o keep it good." 

Berger, who says he learned his f;'r1i at the. "Herbert Brodkin school 

of :film making," has been associated with Brodkin since 1962. 

After working as a casting director for MGM in Hollywood, Berger 

went to New York to cast the TV series ~'The Nurses'.' for Brodkin, and later 

became the series ' producer. He was the pro4uction exec~tive on other 

Brodkin TV produc~ions including ""The Defenders," ·"For the People," "Coronet 

Blue" and "Shane" and the motion picture . "Sebastian." 

After producing the TV series "Strange Report" 1n England in 1968, 

he returned to the United -States .and formed a partnership with Brodk1n, 

Titus Productions, Inc., which produced "Holocaust." 

Titus Production~ h&s t .wo future NBC-TV projects: "Death Penalty," 

a World Premiere drama ~bout teen-age crime; and "The Franken Project," a 

program development project about a desce~dant of' the famed Dr. Frankenstein. 

In addition, Berger r~cent~y completed filming "The Henderson Monster," 

another upcoming drama. for television. 

Other Titus credits include t~e Emmy Award winning, "The Last 
. . 

Tenant." (1978); "Hollow Image" (1979) ~ "Seige" (1978); "The. Lovers in 3B" and 

"The Deadliest Season11 (1977); "Land of Hope" and "F. Scott Fitzgerald in 

{more) .· 

--- - ---------------------
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· Hollywood" {1976); "The Pueblo, 11 "Fo Scott Fitzgerald and .the Last 

of the Belles" and "Rx for the Defe~se" {1973);and "Crawlspace" 

{1972). 

Known throughout the industry as "Buzz," Ber~er said he 

received the nickname . from com~dian Harie;y: Korman,. . irw~ grew up on 

.the same street in Chicago," he recalls. "Harvey had names for 

everybody. " 

Berger resides in New Canaan,. Conn., with his wife, · Janet, · 

and their son, James, 6. 

-----o-----
August, 1979 



NBC Biography 
Press Department /30 Rockefeller Plaza I New York. N. Y. 10020 

TOYAH FELDSHUH 

Helena Slomova in 'Holocaust' 

While continuing her work as an acclaimed stage actress, Tovah 

Feldshuh has made great strides as a t ·elevision performer of note. 

Feldshuh, who is current ly filming .11Beggerman, Thief11 with a dis

tinguished cast in CalifoI,'nia, starred in "Holocaust" as the Czech girl, 

Helena Slomova, who travelled across Europe with the man she loved, fleeing 

the Nazi menace. 

She starred in the NBC World Premiere movie, "T:t+e Triangle Factory 

Fire Scandal," and in such other TV movies as "The Amazing Howard Hughes," 

II A Connecti cut Yankee in King Arthur's c.ou:tt II and "The . World of Darkness. II 

In addit.ion, she has been a guest star in such seri~s as "Love 

Boat," "Family," "Barnaby .rones,-" "The .Bob Newhart Show" and "Serpico. 0 

She was nominated for a Tony Award this year for her performance 

in "Sarava. " She also received a nomination for }:le:r portrayal of the title 

role in "Yentl." 

Feldshuh won an Obie, a Theatre World Award and an Outer Critics 

Circle Award for "Yentl." She also won Outer Critics Circle Awards for 

"Rodgers & Hart 11 and "Dreyfus in Rehearsal. 11
• She received a Drama Desk 

Award for her performance in "The Th:r~e Sisters. 11 

Her other stage credits include the Off-Broadway production of 

"Straws in the Wind,'" two seasons with the Tyrone Guthrie The~tre in 

Minneapolis and a season with the American Shakespeare . Theatre in Stratford, 

Conn. 

-----o----- .. 
August, 1979 
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The ;!~~on of .the holo_caust 

~~iYORK IAP) - ftpaihy In tbe face of 
~ breeds more brulality. Thal. in the 
view -of three noted relig!ous leaders. is- the 
tesson,'Ol the Nazi holocauSt, and they see its 

'IS in tbe modem 10orld. '-i 
iS "what happens 10hen we· refuse to 

a~cept r mty· for th05e who suf!er lriJustice and 
oppresslo~n" !f!\IS ~P~ evangelist Billy G~. addiog, · 
that "lie . · · " threaten.ill present ~ . 
.... 'Msgr: · · · special_conctrm-secmary of the ._ 
us Catholic Contereoce. says ''.tbere are seriollirellgious as 
weU~. · ges that mu5t be Cace1fsquarety in 
the b · · the ovens of Ausch10itz." J. · :, 

• implicatlom ha5 fostered ~an ~pidemic of • 
debumaqlzatjg in. tbe world today." "" Rabbi Marc H. 
Tanenba · in · · ous at fain direct.or o e encan 

. ,:-.. ,., -! . 
omments o religious leaders on tbe meaning of 

tliStol'}'°s most horrible case of mass genocid&: - Hitler's 
slaughter of 6'lltUKloo .J~'S - came as NBC s.:heduled re- ' 
broadcast ior.~ ll!ternationally acC!aimed drama about it 

·"Holoca~;l a;rour·part series rim aired on NBC-TV In · · 
1978. with 'sfi~nt shoWillgs abroad, is to be repeated 
Monday, !lllresddy, Wednesday and.1blll'5day. t· 
PerbailS~~ or psycbologkal 1Jtecballisms'·or repres-

• · slon · to avai\\lilnmng pain and e\-il, "there .bas . been a 
pervasivl!>~ri'tor v.illlul ainnesia to avoid facing the 
horror o•tf~destruclion.~ says Tallenbawn: : 

»y ~bl:lho face up to its lessons. the ·groundwork 
has bee&1 wcror a. uniV'l!fSal lnditrerence to evil and 
cillousneMlilO I blilnan suffering and tbe destruction or 
buman ~~ss. · : :· 

Millioi!srfiiitl\ll-..,.,orld no11.· are In tbe "Jewish eondition." 
be says. aballil6i\e4 to horrors. lnduding the dt'Siierate boat 
pe<>ple of·~ Asia, suning masses in Africa and Asia. 
victims or systematic torture in Latin America. repressions 
in the ~.Qi!bil and of terrorists in the midcast. 

Tane1ftlltt1ffl~-s tbe ce11tral lesson of tho! boloo:lust Is a 
parapb.ra§ffiOB!lti!e Book oI Levlti~ "'iou sh:.U not stand 
by while ~ ~ of your brotbttS and sisters ct!es out to 
you .... ~ !1-R! a!lt!f:>i , .. - ; . 
·- ·11 is h ~ ma1 mankind must perforct le:lm and ill'e 
out ·1n daily actions it tb.e human rarui!Y ~to survh·e ... in a 
nuclear -~!~ which for. tbe rim time Is able to 

ceive:<llla ~I Auscb\\itz." . · · t; 
Gr.ihaJllUAA'l\he 'lnOnstroUs e»il" of tht>' holocaust 

underlines•• ~'lesson taught 1n·one or Jf.'5US. iiarables. 
In that'i~!~- ma.,aistrates on the road p:i$<1 by an 

injured man. offering no help. just as '"the world by and 
large refusa].'\'oll'<ime to the aid or_ tlie Jewish peiiple in ~azi 
c;enna.ny;UntiJ1n.ons too late.· . ·· :· 
. Anoth~1l!s.~lli he says 'is the very real pre;<>nce of evil" 
ln the world, a rilltt that turned N:llf Gennany.

1
onot ol the 

w·orld's ·..n~41(!1i;anced, sopb.lsOcated countnrs. into a 
maelstro1J1 of birbarism. " · .. .. 1 

• l} . 
· ,.Riggid!I nY!P"ftiariy people ~'rirefer' to blocktlbe NlZi 
horror.; ~'Ot' fflemory. "'Ibis· kind ot· historic~ ~·:unnesla. · 
sometimes ~~ 'for ~hc'olisc'ioos. reasir.s.,. rould · 
conceival'lt(-·~ 10 be th~ Fuehrer's ·final \'enge:ince on · 
lhe'.Jewtslf~ri!t he ac1cts. .. • .,. · ': • · , • . .. 

,'1be I~~ 1ftrl~e holocaust. : :'ts ttiat it IS'ne.·i¥ !00 soon 
for ~~.~&tie to tbe dett'nse of Jews who:a.re being 
threatenecnir.ffly form of anti-Semitism," be s:i~;. · 

· He pq~ p~osoph~r George Santayuna·s "w~mlng: 
"Ib<l!ie wtm 'abi'tcit rer.1ember the P30l are camwnned 10 

t •• rePe:a1 it." ' . b. . 
[ :~. ·!.. . ';. . : ..... •.I ): __ ~-~~..... i:· :·_:: 



[end]

Original documents 
faded and/or illegible 



Marc: 

Perhaps its a bit late ·now,. but the AJComm; had been involved in trying 

to get Holocaust shown in Argentina. Is it possible to cabl e whoever we 

have left around there to see what , if anything, happened with it? 

joel 



OUTLINE DATA AVAILABILITY 

ADEQUATE (including translations to be done) 

1. Australia 

2. Austria 

3. England 

4. France 

5. Germany 
,• 

' 6. Israel .~ , .. 

7. Italy 

8. Brazil (needs translation) 

9. Japan (needs translation) 

10. Spain (needs translation: Marge will do) 

11. Trinidad & Tobago 
12. Greece (enough after translation) 
INADEQUATE 

1. Arg~ntina--nothing (sold) 

2. Belgium -little 

3. Canada--info only on Toronto 

4. Columbia--nothing (sold) 

5. Chile--nothing (sold) 

6. Costa Rica - -nothing (sold) 

7. Denmark-- 1 article in German (needs translation) 

8. Dominican Rep.--nothing (sold) 

9. El Salvador--nothing {sold) 

10 Ecuador--nothing (sold) 

11. Finland -nothing (sold) 

12. Gxeee! Guatemala--nothing (sold) 

i3. Holland--some (one piece needs translation) 

14. Ho/ng Kong -nothing(Sold) 

15. Mexico -nothing tx0i0~z (shown) 
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16. Panama--nothing (sold) 

17. Phillippines--nothing (sold) 

18. Peru --nothing (unsure if sold) 

19. Puerto Rico---othing (sold) 

20. Portugal -almost nothing 

21. Switzerland--little 

22. Swaden- -little (in German needs trnaslation) 

23. Thailand--nothing (unsure if sold) 

24. Turkey--nothing (sold) 

25. Uruguay--nothing (sold) 

26. Venezuela--nothing (sold) 

27. Yugoslavia nothing (unsure if sold) 

28. South Korea--nothing (sold) 

29. Norway--very llttle 



.. , l -

needs translation 

1. Belgium-- l article in Flemish 

2. Brazil--several in Portuguese 

3. Denmark l article in German 

4. Holland-- i article needs translation from the Dutch 

5. Italy--several articles need translation 

6. J·apan-- II II II II 

7. Spain ~-Marg to translate several 

8. Sweden-- l in german needs translation 

ft~ France--several need translation, Marg to do 

Mexico shoul d get recent info from Nudelstejer 




