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RetemBER (VG TUe BETTER SIDE OF
THe pasT, rov

ITALY=--

Reports of Tl £ Ao A
/The Holocaust) prageamzg showing in Germany- and America stirred a great

interest in the program in Italy. Even before kt its Italian showing, the

tide
program genexated-bee&m&;the subject of mueh—commentary in Itdlian newspapers

_ jdolow
and journals. When the—pregram was shown, it played to huge, although not
quite record- break1;gvjzg1ences, and it quickly became emeshed 1nngért1san
p011€51?/ But, esen thoughzitaiyzhadzhennxﬂx Mussolini had been Hitler's
ally, the Italian response was not comprable to the German one--perhaps
because of the absence of widespread anti-semitism in that period and the
paxgixe general publis disregard for Mussolini's racial laws.

This was how the Italian press interpreted the natioﬁgag?EZS than passionate
reaction to Holocuast.

Holocaust, which was shown on Channel One of national television, was

broadcast omer a five week period beginning on May 20th, 19789, played to

16.6 million Italian viewers on.its first night, and this figure was followed
by even larger ones--20.8 million, 19.3 million and 21 million and 21 million.
In a nation of some 54 millions, this represented a huge proportion of the
viewing aged audience.

Unlike Germany, where, the Italian press told its readers, tﬁe citizens
were largely unaware of thei ational past, the Italians had never been
allowed to forget World Wat 1I. ke lgft-wing paexie political parties hmi-fkvf*

'kept the memory of the War and™i&ts _attendent horrors alive as part of their

Still, “%he first two installments ofﬁﬁ&%&e&ﬁ?t:ﬁgga,have inspred big news-



big newspaper headlines and partisan comment from political candidates

CShd, At NS&-—»‘-—- e
reported the New York Times,y wh+c#‘addeﬂ;_51ui;aeem to have been taken in

stride by many Italians."

Spokespeosons for the political parties each addressed the series in
anti-communist
terms of their own priorities. Thus Marco Pannella, the leader of the/Radical

Party said that "I do not know when the film will get around to August 1939
when Nazis and Stalinists united to strike at Poland and to massacre Jews,

anti- Fasc1sts and opagenents of the Third Re1ch " And Antonello Trombadori, a A
Sa o trvie d of M
5?1¢%b~“(‘0f?Commun1st Party ,oc&&edalasked "At what point did Catholic discrimination
4 ItalHan—0
agaimsst Judaism and the athiest racism of the Nazis cobverge?" -{Fhe/lommunist

_Party is pot—Friepdhy—to—theEthtirchs) _
—G?ﬂ:ﬁﬁqﬁsiiéé spok an for the National Democyacy, a neo-Fascist
AL g T
group, P1etr0 Cerullo charged that the decision to show
the series in the middle of an election campaign would benefit both the
-Christian Democrats and the Communists and that the scheduling represented
"the worst kind of partisanship" by the state-run newwork.
But there were others who felt differently. ,Holocaust was shown on
{[}} Jec,2e lar.ea 1
Sunday evenings in the middle of %Aheat spell, as‘Ze11 as in the middle of
an election campaign. Some people in the industry feared that many potential

viewers would miss fhgggeries because they would be coming home from the beahc

at the time it was on the air. Thgy wondered whether RAI Television had

tried to sabatoge the showing by its timing. :
g ¢ g /! f y-&ygn:ii]ﬁzx, J7+*A£u/
dhe airing, though it generated none of the ASTONISH MEH; it did in 7“~¢4L
VIEW ul, (=

Germany, was met witfq"deep interest and much sympathy," reported the Jewish
Chronicle of London. But—moguitt=—Critics provided two reasons for this.
The first was that many Italians had lived through the experiences and found
vicarious identification with Nazi-inflicted sufferings too painful. The

second was stated by 11 Messaggero, the Rome Haily? "During the four evenings

dedicated to 'Holocaust'" (in Germany) "the streets of the cities were



deserted %The fact that our streets are deserted only on the occasion of a

-national soccer match" it suggested, could be dug because "Italian anti-semtism

was confined to only a fanatic minority. The masses do not feel indirect

9%_151: BX (r}or- i o]vemnetn in the hog.%;‘,(_/ o » ] fp‘ ar ll[.(/Lé’?m_f j_% ]
—NWFS carmed vardods stories on how the Italian government inter-
W ,{(ﬂy"’c E O\L\ M Al

ened, even under Fascism, to protest and -ave Jews, a=# an ongomg debate about
anti-semitism past and pr‘esent? vias a een-s-t-a-n—t-—stapTe_%n— the nation's news
broadcasts.

An article in Il Gwrno, for instance, described some of thewcaser
where Italians ignored Mussolini's 1938 racial edicts, and cited sévera]Adocu -
ments showinglthe ways in which'this proved consternating fer-the fascist
officials. One such document was an irate report from an SS commander in
France/about how "the Italian military authoirities and police protect the
Jews with every means at their di5p05a1,“.qhe1ter1nn 1000 Jew1s %gjfuueeq aTnng

the Ligurian cnast "in the best hotels" with all necess1t1es and'no restmctmn% B\ aands

A telegram from then then young diplomat Roberto vucci, now 1tary's
e ‘B’( hnl= qu Tews d fenmy By

Ampassador to England, in whiEh he}eehai at Italian citizenship would be
et \ )
grantec}\to Jews born .in the occupation zone,ﬂthose 1iving there, and those

only having close relatives, or property, there. With—ths—devicehewas—

La Republica, another Rome daily, carried a 1,arge spread about a personal
memoir by the son of the Italian Consul in Stuttgart un 1934, Italo A. Chiusano.
He recalled his father's refusal to eat in restuar‘ants that barred Jews and
his reply to an SS official who told him about the Jewish "lack of creativity."
To this, the article said, he replied that -"Four men founded the modern world,"
and then cited "Four Breat Jews of German speaking orgin"--Marx, Einstein, Freud
and Kafka. W discostion
ATl thi% did re-sensitize the Italian pe_opl;/to the history of Nazi crimes.

It also, suggested the Jewish Telegraphic Agen prome correspondent, "perhaps
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ded a deepex context of deeper understanding to the words recently spoken by

Pope John Paul II in behalf of Jewish victims at Auschwitz and has arougd%d
public opinion to a stronger stand in favor of the abolition of the statute
of limitations on war crimes in Germany."

The Union of Italian Jewish Communities, at this time, requested the
Italian government to send an observer to the Bundestag for the coming

debate on the statute.

™ PIIEN kf_L W
r//' But the showing of Holocaust was not without 3 : y results

/ N
It was followed by a marked increase in neo-Nazi graffitti , including the

one that read "Long Live Dorf."
. The 1mpact of the show was, to some extent, an age-delimited phenomena?
/P%ople in their 20s and early 305 reported the N.Y. Times, reacted with "ldke

and seen films about
warm" response since many have already read extensively/about the Naxi period and
the atrocities. -But many schools held class discussions about the film, and
teachers reported that interest was especially high among youngsters in their
early teens, who had had Tittle exposure to the events of the Nazi era.

Following the first insta]Tment.of Holocaust on Channel One, Channel Two
aired a documentary entieled "Palestinians of the Diaspr-oa, and the JTA corres-
pondent wrote that "the juxtaposition of the two, hardly coincidental,
was an attempt by the media to equate the persecution of the Hews by the Nazis
dyring World War II and the plight of the Pas]estinfan Arabs todya. In the
announcement that preceeded and followed each telecast, the Palestinian people
were described as ®The New Jews of History,®" she wrote.

The ooumentary consisted on interviews with Palestinians in the U.S,, Damascuc,
Kuwait, Algeria and Lebanon. It included scenes of a refugee camp and
axtropied laid the burden for Palestinian suffering at Israel's door. The

refugees spoke of "Zionist influence" on the American mass media, about the

inability of refugees to visit relatives in Jerusalem, and about their



difficulties in obtaining American citizenship necause of "FBI suspiciens
that we are terrorists. Interviewees accused Israel of napa]hing refugee
camps and stressed their desire "to return to Pé]estiné.“ One told the
cahera that "the holocaust of the Jewish people cannot be solved with
énother holocaust of the Palestinians."

This ]inkage was not confiedn to television. I1 Messaggero
published summaries of Holocaust's first segment and of the Palestinian doc-
uméntary on its television page. It stated that the second show's theme
"concerns another tfagedy, that of the Palestinians who Tive in the hopes

_ occupied

of being able to return one day to their land--by what coincidence--by the
Jewish people themselves. Two parallel tragedies. Has nothing been learned
by history?' it asked.

Channe1-0ne also broadcast two one-hour programs on the "Italian Holocaust,"

"as if to correct the stereogyped picture'of the 'good Italian people' who -

appaged rescued the Jews from the Nazi fury," reported the Jewish Chronicle.



B irflinct. TepTinn A5 - o Tt o stn
6&3 Wﬁ_ﬂm - /J’é'/ma’&,&_jdﬁ/m_

ldrissrme.

(i gt gt ot imems

5 T8 .- Bome -T22-7

T et iy




—RllempZ ¥ £ s _W}/ /A

2 2. wean’ ___4&%?‘2%4
L ae N e Qeirs . _Asz@) T " Me«.,aaou -
WWM_%WﬂJ_%W =

L7 L B - sl s

_%4_72%024—_2@*(2&;4/ @\MJ W z3






