
MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection , 1945-1992. 

Series E: General Alphabetical Files. 1960-1992 

Box 86, Folder 19, NBC "Holocaust" - Netherlands, 1979. 

3101 Clifton Ave , Cincinnati. Ohio 45220 
(513) 221·1675 phone. (513) 221·7612 fax 

americanjewisharchives.org 



THE NETHERlANDS--UNEASY MEMORIES 

A Gallup Pollan the viewing of Holocaust found that over half of all 

the Dutch people •••• zi2xz.fx'.zx.f 12 yea~~and older watched at least 

one installment. But they watched it uneasily, for reverberations of that 

era are still alive in Dutch politics. and ~ several recent incidents 

involving forme~N:;1-- collaborators .. Ii 11011&118 combined with the airing 

of Holocaust to remind the Dutch that they had not all resisted the Nazis 

extermination efforts against Dutch Jews. 

The program was shown bJ the TROS Broadcasting organization in late 

April. 1979, after the Protestant NCRV broadcasting. system turned the series 

down. NeRV, which had the first claim to the series, stated that it considered 

the series of limited commercial potential because of what it thought to be 
( however, 

.x •• ~ •• fiEi the ilTl,Hative quality of the misery depicted;/NCRV al~S/ s~am 

that it felt ~ow~uldf~~ma~c ;or~e~ <f 'Jt..2 rL... 
The series~pttra~t~ ~;,-l~rgest iGdience among Dutch teenager, ~cordin~~ 

(II 1$..:1~ ~ ........ ~ / 
to the Gallup poll. ~~s smallest among those 55 years old and older) B~ 

BC!lZl:hapli!Xil8~ those between 20 and 24 years of age also provided a" small 

portion of the show's audience. 

The series met with much unfavorable response: the Jewis ~ TE7!l gr phic A9~~~.k-. (JJA) 
c:....Y 5~ ~~:)...v 

rep9rted that it "drew anti-semitic comments" from viewers ..-

Cf'l.t..,. ~it p7i~~tention only to the perse6ution of Jews, whil e ignoring 
.~:!!~~~t~h~e;dJapanese who lived in Hiroshima)-

that suffered by gypsies and other min es./ Othe::::::-'lIlZ1)!1.il)(:i!IZi~X'IilIit)l 

. ·zed Jews for not fighting back, 

The JTA correspondent found that ~ome viewers resented the preempting of 

other favorite programs, and that others feared it would spur an increase in 

anti-semitism, rather than decrease such feelings. Still other viewers re a 

thaT Ue series disturbed them ene-some 500 viewers called the television 

. _ ~ 1Wf- J) 7'u Uj~.A, 
1" 1' i_ 7c.. ~ ~ .J ru ~ d/ A... ru- r;~ I.... """D-tA.. , 
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station about the series, and most expressed horror at what they had seen. 

TROS Broadcasting had to hire armed guards to protect itself against 

bomb threats while the opening segment was be; 

n the station hired a team workers to help viewers who were 

~~·~~~r~ed~b~y_t~h~e~sh~o~W~. __________________ --"'-.~ 
~ Not only did TROS receive bomb threats, but so, tob, did the central 

Dutch televis;o~ organization, NOS. No bombs were found at either fix organization's 

studios and the program went on the air as scheduledzxz at 11:00 p.m. 

It was the recent political events that formed the background to the 

program's broadcast, however. that prodide the greatest understanding of 

the Dutch reaction to the series. "Many Dutch people are uncomfortable wi 

about the Sec and World War and its legacy~" stated the American Wleki,xewisB 

lxamzx Examiner-Jewish Week. While those Dutch who did resist the Nazis 

feel that their efforts have not been appreciated, their small numbers and 

./ relative ineffectiveness have left the nation ill at ease about its own history 

during that era. 

Thus, reported that newspaper. "it is becoming increasingly clear to large 

sections of the public, and particularly younger members. that the role of 

the Dutch majority during the Nazi occupation was not as bright as has been 

depicted abroad, and as many people like to sugest at home." 

The Dutch Jewish populati01 in 1910 was 140~000; today it is about 30,000. 
-\ v~ v~ *' 

The Dutch Jewish community then suffered losses proportionately among the 

L highest in Europe. 

Holocaust was 'aired in a context which had already made for some national 

~ soul searching, and perhaps it is this context which made the show a focal 

,point for already stirred feelings of Ul!eXZUB shame, -and anger. 

In November, 1976, the Menten case hit the Dutch headlines. This , .. involved 



() 

a millionaire art collector, Pieter Menten~ 79, who was sp.ntenced by an 

Amsterdam court in December 1077 to 15 years on a .charge of complicity 

with the. Nazis i. the killing of 28 Polish Jews in Ro' Podhoroce in 1941. 

In May, 1978. the Supreme Court quashed the conviction. calling for an 

inquiry into his claim that he had been promised immunity from future 

prosecutions in 1952 by the former Justice Minister, L.A. Danker. (Menten 

had served an eight month sentence in 1949 in Holland for helping Nazi 

forces tn Poland as an interpreter .) 
re 

At r~enten 's/trial at The Hague in December, the court accepted hfs 

contention of immunity and ffreed him: _ the prosecutor hai. appealed 

case to the Supreme Cour~ ;L tJ-- ~. 
the 

In addition, soon after this case made headlines, it was revealed in 

tbC"'OC3' pross that ihlxft three Dutch war criminals, Wilhelm Bos, 5iert Bruins 

and Jan ~ Hayon Klimp, sentenced by Dutch courts after the war's end, were 

li v ing in West Gennany after having escpped from Holland . 

Added to this was the resignation iBxt in November 1979 of William Aantjes, the 

Parliamentary leader of the Christian Democratic Party after disclosures of his 

wartime links with the Nazi 55. Aalfltjes .• who had been prgmiR@Rt iR defend~ Jewosh 

interests after· the war, claimed ~ III made mistakes in the war, but I did not 

do anything wrong. II 

Then, in March, 1979, the Dutch Institute for War Documentation ace-used Dr. 

Jos eph Luns, the secretary general of NATO and a former Dutch Foreign Minister, 

of having been a member of the Dutch Nazi Party fr-m 1933 to 1936, a charge which 

Luns denied. 

~ Newspaper epa ters also claime t a physician 1Mz'rI1lMtiU!lZWl3ilnli-lzJan 

Ko ~i~k, 0 had be n accused war cri es, w /Practisi~9_ .~ion in 

so n Holland, ne erman Wand Belgianborders. 
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All this led the Examiner-Week to conclude that "the trauma of the 

Ho 1 ocau~t cannot be forgo tten II in Holland. 

The airing of Hol1ocaust did not help its Dutch viewers to forget~ 

and, while many were shocked,l! once again, at what it told of the Nazi 

era, others were angered at the stirring of memories the show represented. 



·' - _ .. ...... " / . ,~ . 

r(-/~61$.~) p'~,f.· J<·~/.,,ji/I/I': (lfJ.o.-:rt) 
nl. .'.r;ST ElN . , 

!.!n;! .'\!·:y 

/" ' ,, ':" "/' '-' • J1: _f :: ;:r 

;'-.:1) :" ' ;:',:. 1 .i t' ... ·.· jsh 
C'-'l :; lJ!il[(,;.;! 

~~""If.iiDA:\A'.(;tiij"·····"''iGi.(nUf>if:-Sli'O~~:I~ 
viewing of ~IHolocoust" on TV in Holland has 
shown that over half of all Dutch persons of 12 
years and over sow one or more installments. The 
frequency was strongest among teenagers from 12 
f'o 19 years and smallest among those of 55yeo~ 
o'nd older. Also, tf-K,se be.tween 20 and 24 wotched 
little of the series. 

JTA Daily News Bulletin 
." .. 

june 25, 1979 

..,; : 



HOLLAND 

J. Chronicle reports: 

" it is becoming increasing l y clear to large sections of the public. 

particularly to its younger members, that the role of the majority of the 

Dutch during the Nazi occupation was not as bright as has been depicted 

abroad and as many f:leop 1 e 'II'lu::il 1; ke to sugges tat home. il 

The Dutch Jewi.sh cOlTlllunity suffere~ proportionately high losses. 

going from 140,000 in 1940 to . 3D,nOO now., 

"Several factors have contributed to tHe public soul seraching" that 

occurred before the first ShOrl. 

Publie concern oier~ the ~enten case; discovery of 3 Du'tch criminals under 

D~tch court death penalties, alive in ~L Germany; the resggnation last year of 

William Aantjes, the parliamentary leader af the Christian · Democratic Party, a~ter 

disclosure that he had 1 inks with the Nazi 55.\{ 

"Dutch schools have received instructions about thescreening of Hand 

other. publicity material is being distributed. II 
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