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THE NETHERLANDS--UNEASY MEMORIES

A Gallup Poﬁl on the viewing of Holocaust found that over half of all
the Dutch people azexzi2xzafxyezxepf 12 yearsigti)and older watched at least
one installment. But they watched it uneasily, for reverberations of that
era are still alive in Dutch politics , and &ke several recent incidents
involving formegzﬁhzi collaborators #rHottend combined with the airing
of Holocaust to remind the Dutch that they had not all resisted the Nazis
extermination efforts against Dutch Jews.

The program was shown bg the TROS Broadcasting organization 1in late
April, 1979, after the Protestant NCRV broadcasting system turned the series
down. HNCRV, which had the first claim to the series, stated that it considered
the.series of Timited commercial potential because of what it thought to be

( however,

axgupeekizx the imaAtative quality of the mﬁsery depicted;/NCRV 312% statgj
-

that it felt the show would,bestra ma.ic for many peoEle.E
d1'n’a"’-4r y

The serieiafttraéted Vts, largest dudience among Dutch teenager ? Akcor
[

to the Gallup poll, iﬁﬁLﬁIS smallest_amang those 55 years old and o]der) L —
pazximpiexage those between 20 and 24 years of age also provided a small

portion of the show's audience.

The series met with much unfavorable response: the Jewis gr p?ic Agency (JTA)
A

Gjiﬂ

reported that it "drew anti-semitic comments" from viewers

. Ay s
O’lw%ﬁ'ﬁ”’it paidﬁa/;.)tent‘ion only to the persesution of Jews, while ignoring

hggpanese who lived in Hiroshimay
that suffered by aypsies and other mingeities,/ Others xnmpgxeﬁzitxaith )

E***iCiEEQ_ﬂEEE_fEf not fighting back, "

The JTA correspondent found théi some viewers resented the preempting of
other favorite programs, and that others feared it would spur an increase in
anti-semitism, rather than decrease such feelings., Still other viewers re
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thaT the series disturbed them enotio ~ Some 500 viewers called the television
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station about the series, and most expreseed horror at what they had seen.

TROS Broadcasting had to hire armed guards to protect itself against

—

—_—————i

bomb threats while the opening segment was)beihg_broadcast on April 23rd,

the station hired a team workers to help viewers who were
- ~_
igturbed by the show. —

C:::::é§ Not only did TROS receive bomb threats, but so, too, did the central
Dutch television organization, NOS. No bombs were found at either £xx organization's
studios and the program went on the air as scheduledzxz at 11:00 p.m.

It was the recent political events that formed the background to the

program's broadcast, however, that prodide the greatest understanding of
the Dutch reaction to the series. "Many Dutch people are uncomfortable wi
about the Sec ond World War and its legacy," stated the American Weekzdewish
Examzx Examiner-Jewish Week. While those Dutch who did resist the Nazis
feel that their efforts have not been appreciated , their small numbers and
] relative ineffectiveness have left the nation i11 at ease about its own history
during that era.
Thus, reported that newspaper, "it is becoming increasingly clear to large
sections of the public, and particularly younger members, that the role of
the Dutch majority during the Nazi occupation was not as bright as has been
depicted abroad, and as many people like to sugest at home."
The Dutch Jewish population in 1910 was 140,000; today it is about 30,000.
‘:L“_“‘”“Q vee
The Dutch Jewish community then suffered l1osses proportionately among the
highest in Europe.
Ho1ocaust was aired in a context which had already made for some national
//'soul searching, and perhaps it is this context which made the show a focal
point for already stirred feelings of amgexzamd shame, -and anger,

In November, 1976, the Menten case hit the Dutch headlines. This ... involved
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a millionaire art collector, Pieter Menten, 79, who was sentenced by an
Amsterdam court in December 1077 to 15 years on a charge of complicity
with the Nazis is the ki]Tihg of 28 Polish Jews in Rak Podhoroce in 1941;
In May, 1978, the Supreme Céurt quashed the conviction, calling for an
inquiry into his claim that he had been promised immunity from future
prosecutions in 1952 by the former Justice Minister, L.A. Donker. (Menten
had served an eight month sentence in 1949 in Holland for helping Nazi
forces in Poland as an interpreter .)

At Menten's/ggia] at The Hague in December, the court accepted his
contention of immunity and ffreed him; aa# the prosecutor had appealed the
case to the Supreme Ct)ur't‘5 Uda, UL Tv J'LTW Lo “""‘:"ﬂ .

In addition, soon after this case made headlines, it was revealed in
theslocalneass that thexe three Dutch war criminals, Wilhelm Bos, Siert Bruins
and Jan ¥ Hayon Klimp, sentenced by Dutch courts after the war's end, were
1iving in West Germany after having escpped from Holland.

Added to this was the resignation %ast in November 1979 of NiI]iamlAantjes, the
Parliamentary leader of the Christian Democratic Party aftér disclosures of his
wartime 1inks with the Nazi SS. Aantjes, who had heen_pwn-inen-t—in—defend"&’j Jewosh
interests after the war, claimed &= "I made mistakes in the war, but I did not
do anything wrong,"

Then, in March, 1979, the Dutch Institute for War Docdmentation accused Dr,
Joseph Luns, the secretary general of NATO and a former Dutch Foreign Minister,
of having been a member of the Dutch Nazi Party fr-m 1933 to 1936, a charge which

Luns denied.
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A1l this Ted the Examiner-Week to conclude that "the trauma of the
Holocaust cannot be forgotten" in Ho11and.

The airing of Hollocaust did not help its Dutch viewers to forget,
and, while many were shocked,at once again, at what it told of the Nazi

era, others were angered at the stirring of memories the show represented.
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viewing of "Holocaust" on TV in Holland has
shown that over half of all Dutch persons of 12
years and over saw one or more installments. The
frequency was strongest among teenagers from 12
to 19 years and smallest among those of 55 years
and older. Also, those between 20 and 24 watched
little of the series. ;
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JTA Daily News Bulletin

June 25, 1979



HOLLAND -

J. Chronicle reports:
LI s 8 becoming increasingly clear to large sections of the pubTic,
particularly to its younger members, that the role of the majority of the
Dutch during the Nazi occupation was not as bright as has been depicted
abroad and as many people msax like to suggest at home."

The Dutch Jewish comﬁunity_sufferéq proportionately high losses,
going from 140,900 in 1940 to 30,000 now. _ _ ’

"Several factors have contributed to the pub]ié soul seraching" that
occurred before the first show. |
“ PubTic concérﬁ oeéh the Henfen éase; éjsc0§er} of 3 ddtch criminals under
Dutch court death ﬁénaTties, alive in W. Germany; the res@gnatﬁon last year of
WiTlliam Aantjes, the parliamentary leader of the Christian-Democratic Party, after
disclosure that he had 1inks with the Nazi SS.X

"Dutch schools have received instructions about thescreening of H and

other publicity material is being distributed.”
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