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SV1EDISH CONSULATE GENERf..,L 
:NFORf\I!ATION SERViCE 

;-. 

1979.04.20 

, ' .. 
.,' "" "' ~" l ' Nrs. Cl ara Lei ~~er 

Youth of All Nat i ons 
16 Saint Luke's Plctce 
New York , NY 10014 

Reaction in Si·.teder. to the TV series Holocaust ("Fol"intelsen") 

Dear Mrs . Le i ser: 

As prom'ised when you cal1ed tile S\"!edish Iflformad an Service 
last Wednesday, Ap ril 11. \tIe hove put toge~.hel· some j"i:l'F'-2:ser:tativE 
clippings from three Swedish r~ef'!Spar>ers on 'the react ion to The--
television program Hol ocaust. Tnese a~ enc losed . 

'The three pape rs are Svenska 'Oagb'adet, Expres s€!"! , and 'Aftonblad2Y, 
They are all dai1ies. and n{).ve a very 'large circulation tI1i~oughou(· 

,t he country , Thei"e are DVet" 100 newspape r s in SltlEden, 3S \·!ell as · 
ma ny magazi n-es, and the TV ser-j es I'las wr; tterr about, C\ nd eli 5cussed 
widely in mcs t of these . I 'am enc l oslng a f actsileet entit 1ed 
,uThe Swedish Press and Other, t~ed;al! which ~·:nl gi ve SOiTIe bao:kgrou.r1d 

. about the Swed1sh press . 

As I ' menti oned on the _telephone, thi s o-t=fi ce . unfor tuna t e 1), has no 
facilities to help yo u have the articles translateci, but II/e hope 
you will be able' to read them any\'Jay " I<: ith ycur knc\'Jledg~ qf German. 

Si ncere l y yours, 
. {'.. 

?:1r-! .. ~ _-c-..r~r 
M3.r na Feldt 
Informati on Offi cer 

Enclosures: Expressen ~lat'ch 9, pgs_. 1, 6 , '7, Clnd 9. 
r'~arch 12 , .pgs. 1, 2, ·-:'1.,6,7. 
March 1"3 , "letters t o the edi torI! 

. Aftanb1adet March 9, pgs. 1, 8 , 9, 16 , 17 . 
:4a r ch ' 12, pgs~ . 15 'and edit"or iC\'l 
/>larch_ 13, pgs·. 3 and TV review 

SVens~a Dagbladet - . r~arch 8, ' pg: 14 . 
. t,la i-cl1 9, ~;gs . 1,1 4. 
r,1arch '10, pg', 2 ' - editorial. ' 

--~--------,---.---.-----.-. 



· _. 

., ---: ... 

."::. . 

l 
i 
j 

1 
J . , 

] 
j 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i 
1 

The Swedish Press and Other Media 
H onc Wi.'.r~ to ~s1.: a pand 0f tlu)u£,htra! 
and· wcll·jl1f.)rmcd persons 10 sl:!te the 
m('l~t impon:l!H prcrequi~iti,:s [or a heal!:l}" 
mass mcdi:, sys,t:ln, II,e rol!oda[! !>lctor~ 
woukl be bound 10 fig:.HC prom:ncntiy 
on an}' list: 

high level:. of Wcracy and univ~rsal 
cduc:lIi(lJl: 

n working democracy with Itg"lly pro-
1~c:tcd ci\'il ri!;h!s, cs;:>cciaUy -fn.',c(!om 
of exp~cs~ion; 

n ci\"k-minoccl ci!i7.enry particip:l.lin,S: 
ca,;.crly b f'Jubiic .affairs; 

::m aclv:lm;cd CCo~()rny permitting a 
high ,;t.'l.lIdard "f living; 

n reasonably cqui!ablc distribution o( 
wealth :Hld influent.::; . 

a mC:JSllfC o( technQlogicn! ~{\phis(ica
lion, cspcdaJly in the iic!ds Qf COin
ruunic:nion :\nd I.lisllil:>t!tioa. 

In :,11 these: re~pects, ·Sweden would secm 
to m~,~su .. ! up ratb;.:r weI[ thanks to her 
privikgo.:d conditirm o f n·;arly 170 years 
uf unbroken peace, h"r rclati\·c frer.do:n 
fWIll serious so,·in.1 disruptio~. hn t:thnic 
,\1)(1 <,;ulturaI hOlTIogclleit),,:!:ld !1 .::r n:l.tlJraI 
wealth. 

No wonder, Iht:n, That inlernatio!lai 
surveys of media densi:}" show Sweden in 
the le~d, w;t~. the· ll!fae~t. J:ewsp:l.rer 
re;'ldcrship iiI proportion to populo-lion, 
with television approa~hi:lg the S~ttUl·a
{ion point-at weI! ov.::r 90 sels I'~r 100 
household5-:md '}·ith radio Qwnenhip 
at one of the hi!the~t leve!s in Ihe WNld. 

Yelthe media ~cene is far rrom idyliic . 
While tOI:>.1 news;>ap':-r circlll:: tioa kcc;:o~ 
incrcas;r.s, lI;c number c>f n.:wsyapers h!l.~ 
be:n ilec1inir.g [or d.::cad:::-s. T!le f:!.d:o 
and TV monopoly is n source of constar.t 
contr<"l\"cr.~y. lncn:asir:glf, Swedes arc 
:lsking thelllselv~s whether mcdi<l r-cr-· 
fOfl11:lnee i~ ,,!Jth;!.! it o!Jgbt \0 he. 

Such as it is, the S\~'edj~h I;ledia situa
tion is outlin~d !lere beiow, bc:;;inning 
with Ihe legal framework aed continuing 
with a few stru<.:tu~al dil'a. 

FREEDOM· OF T.HE PRESS 
AND OTHER MEDfA 

Sweden ~e;::ms to h,nc b~c;; thc first 
conntry in the world to ~.stabljsh freedom 
of the pro:ss. rn 17M, I'nr1i&mcnt·adopted 
a Freedom of th·:!. Pr.:ss ,\ct as a part or 
the Constitution. Morc recently, similar 
1c-!,:iskltion l,as hecn Plt~s.::J for radio ::lnd 
'elevi~ion without becoming Constitu
tiona! Law. 

Arter tllc promulg'!lion of the first 
Pre~s Act, the last decades of the 18th 
eentury witnessed a rela::isc j"to r;::pres
sion and ccnsursliip. but sin.:c Ih::: (';o;1$li 
tillion:!1 reform ·of 1809, fr~crium of the 
press has prevailed. The p:-csenl Fr;:edom 
of th~ Pres~ Act d1ltC3 frMil 1949, with · 
several subseQ:Jcnt ame:1dm~n[s. 

As I'nrt or" the Con,li[Utio;1, thi5 Aet 
i5 protected by speei:!.! safeguards. Thus, 
to gain kgal force, any :l./llendm~[]t or 
abrogation 1)( the Ae! must be confirl!!~d 
by twO stJeee~si\'e parii3men!s, with gen
er3! electiOns taking pbce between iirst 
and s~concl l"cadinc;s. 

Uuique S3frguaros 

In Swed;:-n. a.~ in so,ne other democw.:ies, 
public censorship of lhe press as well as 

lither s.:r:ous ro;Slr ie!i(>ns on p:lblishi:l;:: 
,md dis!dbuli~!1 of. prinld !I\;lttcr .!l!·C 
c .. ~1'ij~·.i'.iy fQ~bir.!d,"l1 . Howe,'er, the S· ... ·col
i~h l~wmrtl;cr5 set OUl 10 s:l[t·gu3 rd pr~ss 
freedom b'· :;n cbbor'J.tc comhin:ltion of 
mCii$1)r~5 1;liiGue ilt 1.he lime I..If im:cptio:1 
:l11ti to this v.::ry c:>.y cmui;:icd only by a 
fell' Nh~r ..:ountrics. 
Fonmo~t 2mong these c1c\"jC(:~ is t!:e 

in·':cnTiori of the r(s;>o".rible pllbiishcr. 
Any pcriod:~:l.l :l.tPc~ring four lime5 n 
yc~r or we're mu~! ,Ipptl;nt a reS)"lonsib!r 
put' lisiler, whe :l.br;e is :lnsw.::rabk. for . 
thc. eOllh:ats of the r>ubiiC<lliol1. He (,Ion.:: 

·can be hdrlaceountnbk fer an\' viol,,!icn 
or the Fr.::.::d("n of Ihe Pr~ss Att. 

1"h.:: responsible J)lit'li~her i.~ apPQ;ntcd 
by 11::: u"·n~r of the ptlblicatio:l. He inUit 
be :to Swedish dtiun domiciled ill Swe
den, :ud neither a mi.nul" Jln]" :"lfl U!!(!:;, 
tharr,o.:d l);ml;rupl. (.I·. n :lmcncn:::nt ex, 
l<:nd;n:;" cEgibi lity to nJi,'llr. dOlllidied ir, 
(his eou nlrr \vern 'f)W crre'l un J:JIHJ"ry 
1, 1918.) 

Being the only person w!lo can be 
1:1 1;e n 1 ~1 <.:Ol,,.t for wh"t j~ r>r;nltd :11 ~ hc 

newspaper, the publisher · logicliJ:i ha~ 
the right to dee;(!c wh~ti1cr .:tlly g;ilen 
item ~ho!!lrJ he entered ill the 1'Ilblic?!ion 
or not. III theory, th is w()uh! ;"C'luire hiT!} 
to reld, Olriur to public:>.tion, every word 
intended for print, inclndioJ.: advcrtise
menl.<; 3nd 1cttcn; 10 the editor, As ihis is 
obviousiy quite un!e~sih!e in most .::;;~,:~, 
the system im].,lies 3:1 dcm:;:!i ,;,f IrU5C 
The publisher J:ll!,t Slll"fO<illC hi.-:uc;f 
wilh di;ccrni:1g ecllabo,·alnr$ :\!:d or.!:J
ni7.e th e wotk o[ hi£ st::.ff i!l slKii a ru"n
Jler that v:ol3tjnn~ oi the i;.:' ..... do liN 
o::cur, reserving fc,r himself I;"e riD:!1 ~ay 
on dubious nlrtUC<1'. 

Tilc respcr.sibic p!lbiisher ml!y an'oint 
:I sub;;ti,il,e and is rcql:i.cc: ; 0 :.I::> S:J 
should he be prc\"cn;ed frorn iuifil1ins 
hi~ du!ies. Only in the I;.nlil:",.\y c\·ent t1lllt 
neiiher of them c.otlld b,; taken .0 :1.C

COUll! wOI!ld ;1 be pos~iblc to prosecute 
somcone else for \'iol ... tiol"$ ot pre,s law. 
In sHch e;.;ig.::ncie>, th.::: Act provides a 
"chain of resronsibili'Y." acco;·ui[12 to 
which t h.:: legll rcsi"0[[.<;ibility is 'l·aO$· 
fcrrcd ~o the owner "f (he p:lp'!r. Jf for 
snrne re')~()n cvcn :.h.:: owner ~imuJd be 
unassai lable; the prin tcr is held ~.eeou!<t

·able. As a last resort, ihe di~t rihu!or :1IlY 
be held rcsponsib\n-:J. provision· tha~ 
applies nla !n:), If) ~eti:Jl\;!blc raa{tl:r i:l 
foreign Ilublicatior'3 impo:"led ID SWCde4!, 
::tS in such cas.::~ thi.: prior ]ink.3 uf the 
chain :if<; 1)01 slti>je~'t lo ·Swedi!h Jaw. 

Onlr in the ·r.l .1 :;:~'- of c.'ITI.'.!lC.i . :~n 
there be :I qucstion oi shnrecl re~pon~i · 

bilit)'. To make sur~ !h1:l:m injured part~· 
obtl!io'i OIil)" rJalU~.gCS owarded hill! \,,'hik 
at the same timc prmcctin;; thc rub1i$h<::r 
from personal h:Jrdsl:ip, Ihe court m~}' 
decide Ihlt both owacr and ]"Iub!ishtr arc: 
to be hell! act'ouillable for .the p:lynl!n: 
of dnmages. 

SOUTces P,·o'eelcd 

With the introduction.of a solch· respoa
sih!c pt!blisher, the la,!,:m3kcr~ have de
lib'::f:I!elr cr.~:,ted a sc:,pe~o~1 for all viOl
ations of the Fr~edc>'Tl of the Press Act. 
n~' prov;din:; a pe~on who-with his 
ch:l.ill of SUtlstitllte5-c:ln alw:!.}'s ·be ht'!d 
respon~ible for arty 1rall~£.r('''-Sio" .. they 
han'. quit.:: in:~n~ioJilI: }' eXOll.::ptca (he 
:lctnal culprit. In f~ct, the law explicitly 
prohibits the investigation (,I" t]isdosure 
nf new~p:!Jlerll1ell'S sourct:s. It foHuws 



spe~i"H)' do,;sigll;!!Cit ,cmp:lt.ii;s. one ,,::d: 
fur Iclevi~:iun, n:lli~'!l:11 radio, 10(::.1 r;l(lio 
J.r1U education;,l broadcasting. This nwn
l'i'0)Y ~t;'IU~ h.% ~:H;,;,,, d [>;lri;amenl 10 
;ml'i':,::: (:crl:l ir. re;']\l ;r~mcl11s on pru
gr:llnUlc aetivilies, '1'11:!S. lile bro;,dca,ting 
cump:lilitc~ arc re'll,ir;;u :u Ousc,,',: (:e
lllaud i:1i: sLlIid:trd~ of objecli,'ily ::l1d im
parii;:!il'y. A ~ovt:rnm~nt-ap!)OinH:d Raui .... 
emllle,il rCI'ie\\'~ pwgn:mmc "Cli·.'i Lic_~ 
al<u ill\'c~liSJll's CiHUrl:'!.;nIS In ensllre Ih.11 
th'.!se s!;wdards arc nI(,;, 

A proposal \1)' a gOI·~.rnmCI}L commis
sion in J975 10 i:I,q;I';;le press ,,"d r:ldio 
Icgis!aliC'1l illto a sil:gl" eOllslitlltiol:al 

.. Ma$s Media Acl, aprlic:)blc even 10 Ihe 
fi lm industry, 1\':lS ne-,'cr 'prescnteu [0 

p,.r!inmenl. However, I~Sis1ntive work 
wiil euntinue 10 ex lend COJ~stillilional 
prot<:erion tQ o:het med ia th:tn the prt_~s. 

i" Io!iOlll' ie:urcs-fhc E.'l:Cr(l :iO~1 

T:le one e)(ceplion to th::. g .. 'ner~1 ban 
a;Di,rst pie· publ ica lion <:..:nsor~hj[l con
cerns lhe motion p;~I;lr,,; in,ju~t~y_ M.o
lion pinures ir,ll.!n,\cu ror public showinR 
in Srie;:!,,;n are »nwiew~t! by a N'llional 
Ho:mt of F:!m C<:nsor~hi l' which is em· 
powered to delete .. '..:r(~,in ~cqlJcnres or 
ban th.: rilm allo;:Clhcr, Ccnsorsllip i~ 
chidly exen:is..:d in Ihe interes! of tIre 
very Y(nlno; \'i~,wl;Ts and dir.;c!cd ;.gainSI 
e~ce~:<jve bnl!alily or prurienrc, on Ihe 
f:rounll lint these m?y he delriment:'ll 10 
mell(:\l heal:h. Repc:tte,J ;t :lcmpls Ihrough 
the ycnrs 10 h,.ve /j!;n c_cn~orship abol
ishe(! h;l ve nU 0<:<:1\ defeated. 

The ,Press COlH",n :11~(1 rhe PO 

For fl1:HlY decades, Swedish plt: S~ oq;::m
il:\!ion~ have beerl ill( ~nl on gll:mling 
agair;st ;:bllse of tho:: 1iber'ic.~ guarante~d 
by Ibt: ConstiHllim:.l.s cuiy .. s 19)(', the 
SW:!!lish Press Coun.::ii·- ,the first of its 
kiud in Ihe world-wa~ set Ilfl 1)j' the 
Pubiids l~' Clllb (the n:Hional pr~ss cll1b), 
the S .... edish NCWS1I:li'er l>;)blishers' As
socialiou, and th.:, Swedi~h tir,ion of 
JouTlla1i$ts_ A journ:l1i~,ie Code of E!hi~s 
was fil'~r .. doptcd in ly23 b)' the Pl1bJi
cist~' Club. After s~\'('ral :lmcndments, 
the presei'l! Code w~s :ldopted in 1974 
?-1l,1 ha.s been a.eec.deo 10 by !-,oth jour;lll
[iSI:;, ]l~b!ishers, and I~: e bro:;i.h;~sling 
eompan;es. 

The Code Dims , at I1pholding hith 
elhie~,l slal1d:\rds in gener~l ~nd, ('spe
cially, at protecting the integrity or indi
\'idu .. ls ::r~ainst jm'asion o[ priv:le1', de" 
tarnation and othcr damal=jo~ publicity: 
A special section is devoted to fombatins 
editori:,1 ;;dverlisir,o; amI ol her t1l1du~ Otll
side inlluenees e:lletJ! ~ted 10 nlislead lhe 
re~,,:!ers . A speeia! eommitlec watches 
OVtf Ihis Iype of 1l1:dpracticc , 

Tn 1%9, tl,¢ oHice o f Press Ombuds
man (1'0) was ~Sl:lhli sheu t~ sup~,,' i;;e 
the :.dhcrence 10 el"ie~l st;111d~,rds. Pub
lie eomplaitliS 5h:l.ll be dirtrlcd to the PO 
who is also entitled 10 act Otl his own 
initiaTive. He mOl)' dismi.% a conrpbint if 
unfounded, or if lhe ncwsl'aper agrees to 
publi~h a n::tr.'lclich or rectification ae
eept.'\bl(i I" Ihe comp):lin;lnl. In cle~r,cot 
cases of minor inlrorln ncf, the 1'0 may 
issue f.~ officio criticism o( the new~papcr. 

Whcn the PO fintis thilt the g~icvanec 
is of a Illore ~erious nata~e , he will file a 
complaint wilh Ihe Prcs~ CC'uneil, which 
wiil then pul>li~11 ;' S!:ltemenl a\:qui!ling 
o r censuring the ncwsp:;pcr. T t,e fi"djn~~ 
of the Council arc pub! isht:ci in !hl;: ne ..... s~ 
p:lper concerned and in the busincn 
pap<:r~ of the press. 

The Council is cOlll ppstd o! six mem,-

bcr~, twO nf \';h i; h repn::SC1\\ Ihc ' zencr~l 
p,~hli(:, wllile 1:lrc(' arc appoin t<:d hy the 
pn:~s o~s;)ni1.1tiul:s and Ih!: ~iXlh b Ihe 
eh~jnn:!ll who holes ,. cas!i,~g '·(It(': . The 
Inlier h;'ls always bee!l a mCl!loer Q: the 
Sllpc<'me Cou,-:, 

In addili"ll 10 pl!blishing a censuring 
.)pi.lio!l, the offending n(':,I\-Sp;) p~r ;;lsfJ 
has IU p"Y a fir.c .. fn 19'1$ this fine W~~ sN 
<II S~r 5.550. 

In J977, Ihe PO "~e ,'ived ,.20 C(lm
plaints rond initiated :V, lI!orC on his .1wn 
ac,~ounl. "fI,c. Prcss Council rousi,kn:d 
JOI ca~cs, givinG <.!i:nSllr~ in 56 e"~"$ and 
aC(juiUin" ~5_ Thc PO himself repri -
11l:ll:d,'d 27 puhlic:'!.ti(')!'Is . 

THE SWEDISH MEDLt. 
SCENE- TOD:\ Y 

Nt'wsp::arers: Au U:I!:i[\ Slrlfl!gk 

::;'ltis:ks show S',o;ede$ to b~, ,ho;!' most 
;wid llCIVSP:1PC;- read~rs in (ile wMJd. In 
19i7 there were J3il n<:wS[l:lpcrs wilh a 
combined Cirl''l!:otioll of murt'. 1:I ~n 4_i 
million, ,)[ morc tll:l\l 571. cupies per 
1,000 i"habit:Hl!s. Fl'I' a Jong lime, Ihere 
h~s heen n slow bUI Slc;.dy j"~rcm:e bOlh 
in tot,.1 volume ar,d in volume propor
tionately In pl'pubtie>n, 

M'cr.nw!:ile. the illirnber of nt:ws:>npers 
h;lS (\cdined slHlrply during :he po~twar 
e1':1, fro:n 21G in 1945. ",!'.:!st of Ihe- ':Ios
un's have ::.frcc:cd newspapers CO!7:p~_ting 
wilh others. of brgcr eirculntion in The 
S:lmc comlllunity, In c(jr.s~quence, an in
,'reasinc number of comm:lIli(ies h:lI'e 
tieC.:!)}}e ;'or,¢-newSpnp(T lowns." 

Newspnper Publicatioll hy C<lInlllUllil.l' 

Nnmber of 
newspapers 

in com1l1unily 

Nunlbrrof 
publishing 

cO!lllnunitiC$ 
1950 1%0 1970 _._ -----------------

5 or more 2 1 1 
4 3 2 1 , 15 6 1 
2 .31 23 17 
1 42 56 62 

111e iner.::;:sin: _con~entralion of. l1e",1; ' 
p:l;:>er owner~i'ip in fewer hOlnds h?~ af
fec ted even rclntil'eir larse dailies such 
a~ the kadin£ Social· D~mocr:l~ie morr.i"g 
p;'per S:ockfIGim,r-Ti(illillC,>fJ, which w<:s 
c1i~eonlir.ued in 1966, and Ih~. LiQ:!rai 
GOlcborgs Ha ndels- (J .. I, Sja/arg·TiJlliJ/!:, 
whi"h ecased pl:1;o1ieati0:1 in 1973. 

Thi~ Irene! h<r.s left Sweden wilh fcwcr 
and l3rger ne.ws;J::.pcrs, 2nd yct ecoaomi(: 
eonditio!'lS !l~I'e deterioraled \<) such a 
dcgr"~ that the, fl;lure locks velY IIncer
l:lin for .. lnr~~ lHl!n1;ler ~l f p"l"crs. The 
im;.'liC:llions of this del'.:Iopment are 
agcravatecl by Ihe-. Jleculiar po litical 
orjenT;,tioo or the Swcdisl: daily pr.~ss, 
Traditionally the new~pa;'C;-5 h:[\'e tc,\(\ed 
1'-' ~ymp:!tllize with and el'en :'!.clil'cly ad
vo"ate p<llilic~J pal1j-' programmes aod 
idc;ologics. However,. this po!iticnl line·up 

', il:\s been ao)'t lling but rcprcSt.'nl:llive of 
Ihe j'o!iti,al Fderellcc~ of the e!e¢tor.ll<:. 
While Soein! Democrats r,nd CCIlllmunists 
hav!.' b(:fn shanos- appro,~irnalely half tile 
pOj))ll!Jr \·ot.: for d(:e~,dcs (',vitn the 50ei:li 
DcmocmL, b:ing the ::\'c,w!lc!(ningl), 
b;·ge. i':.rly), thtir share of I h~ pres;; 
a:llOU'l:~ 10 O:I!)' :lbOilt ":,.;:-sixlh of tot .. j 
(: ;a:ula:iUIl. C{lT;\'('.~dl'. !1on · sv~i"lisl pnr
lirs with a c"nlb;n,·j · \'o:n ~urport or 
b;"rly 50% r.;:I'e bce," ~ll .. rOrlfd b)' 
rocgh ~y four ntw~i':1pt.r!: OUI o f fiv¢. 

.As Ihe Sucial OelOocrali", I're$S lS 
yO:ln;:cr ;LOd Jess well const,lidated Ihall 

Cin'u /,'l!iQIJ by Poii'in;l /Jllili':liorl 
'N S"."'P'l/!i.\'. 1975 

72.9% 
Ci)ns<:n'~. :j\·e, Li~c~;,1 

:.nd C.;:ntre 
fndepcn{!tH:, 

llon-soci2 lisl. 11.0% S3.9~(, 

Social [)enlOCr<it;e 
[,lid C,:mmltn;;;! 1G.1 % 

(Ther~ is only olle Commun's! (I:\il)" the 
NOffskclIsj lmmt!al1 wit~ a ci~-c u!;:liQn o[ 
approx. 4,9(10 eOi'ics~ Of about 0.1 'iLl 

ils e(>l:lpelitms, it n<)~, sc.:mcJ mIne YI1I _ 
nCI':lbl~ 10 Ine [.Iro~c~:s of conc.:ntr~:ion 
iust il1di~a;ed . Th us, f,n un: hcded eo;\
tjlll!~ti Oll of th :H flro ::es~ cou ld b~ e.>;
Pl'Cl,~d 10 produce a poii!ieal press s:rile_ 
lu,re e"~n more ui~prop()rtion,,;e lha" ?! 
prescnt. 

PCTl[l :!uc!:1 Mu!li-o!!lio;. Sllb~io:es 

HO['ling \0 arrcsl thi~ dC',clopmcnl, !he 
Social DenlO:':ralie ~ol'ernment prior tt:> 
ils d,;k~t i:> : he illiturnn of 1976 ),:ld eom
mi~ioned :r. s~r:es o [ major studies (three 
p re~~ commissions wi;hin ies§ ! .h~n a !;lee
ade) Iv_ rr(>po~c w:.ys «nd me:,", of 
"m?intainin!; tne free formation of public 
opinion_" 

T h.; cl101ulo.live dfe!::t of Ii Ie conseel.l
til't rCCv!;lITlenuatiO:1S of these commis
$iOr.5 has bCl"n 10 crc~te a:l el;>,bor~,t:; ~ys
leill ,)f subsid ic~ "":li~i1 fu r ,1977!7fi lel;)1 
Str 207 mi l;ion. l'ro;>os<,d allOlments ~rc 
:I S fo l"'w.,: S),:r J40 mi!!io fl in dircC,t cash 
SllPpOrt 10 indi ... iuu:lI ail::'Ifi new~'i'~pcr 
enlerprise, ; S].;r 46 milliu ;'! in "co)!cc;i",,· 
distri\lll:iO!1 reb;, lf{' for ncwsp:Jper;; witl
ing to p~rli;,'ipale in je inl di~trib.,:io;l 
~l'~[cms; Skr 12 million for ;; 10:',0 fund 
ndvllncilJ ~ irlVl:sln>enl e~l'il;:1 tn newSjln· 
pel'S Oil ili !:1>1)' fnl'Ollfahlc rerms: SkI' ~ 
mi!iioll for i1 "seed mone\,,' fund 10 en· 
ceL,rngc lIny atten;pt~ to ~[~n new fl ~pers; 

SkI' ."i mil!iu:l for in,'c nl i"e~ for \C'chni..-n! 
co·opcn:lion and so (orth, A fU:-lhcr Skr 
40 u\illi illl subsidy tu r><:~ioC! ieDis has 
been :.I!o!red ?ofler rewmm\:nd::.tio;I ' 
made by anoth~J c,ommission, 

Whalevcr Ihe merit,; o( Ihe ar!:umc;lls 
(or and :lgainst in-:reased saosidies, i! i~ ' 
an Ilm!eni~ble facI 11>;:1 press s'.lbsidies 
now lo!al hundreds (If millions annualh' 
and h:lv,,:: reached a Pt;int of no r<:!Urn. It 
is i nconc~ivabl e that Ihe ~ubsidy s),stern 
could be abolished whhoul i!lll!l.-:diatc!y 
jeopardizing vast numbers of ncll'sp::
p<: r~. Whdher the Swcdi~h pres') likc~ j!,. 
or not, itl'.'i l! h:lve:o live wilh--nnd !i',c 
by-a system of p~rm:ment dcpcl}tk,,';:1;: 
on the Stale and tbe ta :q):lyers. 

Pessimisls cO!1sider this a very ominOIlS 
slate of aff;}ir.~ Ihal might make news
papers e;.;trer!'lely vulnerable to State 
pressures in a flltur,~ cri~is. Thns far, 
however, there has be('1} PC' indic:lIion of 
arhit r.lrincss or abus¢ of Ihe power i.n
herent in subsidies. 

I n any ~;:.se , the pres~ bas no optior, 
bur to hope Ihal Ihe force of Swt dish 
tradi lions ~,,,i de:mOCrJlie institulions 
will withstand :'lny ri~k Ih~1 might be enn
jee,lured from its econom ic d<:pendcr..::c. 

Yariel}' Hal! m.lrk of Dailies 

C.:r.I"inlv mOSt Ilew.<ppermen w"uld 
object t~ ,'-In altogelh~ r gloomy a:'1d d'~s· 
ponden! picture cr Ihe daily press, SwrJ
ish n<:\';sp:.pers :,re, on tht: witek. :l\lb-
1ishcc! from mod:rn ami highl~' ef(icient 
'plants ut il izins adv:1llc,ed teehnology-
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in.?! "a. po:rson who contributes to a newsc 
ilJper ::IS a rcport~ r or inform:Hit is not 
oOlly PWlcctl'd ::I£;::in$1 kga! :lctior., being 
~na_%.tilab:c, h:~ identity h~wrn,;s im
maleri"l and thus il!~c!l1is.~ib1c :IS a point 
oi law. 

It should b::: noted lh:'ll this protcc:ior. 
is e.Utlldcd. even II') Slale :'I{,d olUni:::ipa.i 
employees, W ilQ :Ire thus Crtc to give in
form,ui on to newspapers and other media 
whhoul fc::r of Ie:;;).! rcpcrcu5S:0ns or 
c:.ura-kgai preSS 'Jr~s and iutimid:llion. 

The r:'llion;;.!.:: fo r S\;C;I extreme pro
Ic<.:!ion o[ media sour~ c s is thai the mass 
mellia-- Ihc hThirc! E51.1IC" wntching 
over Ihc c,lIlduct of tbe other two: P:lrlb.
men! ::nJ the GO"~rllment-nccds 10 
have the fullest possible insi:;ht into the 
opcml ions of society. 

Tha. the impun:ljf of inform:.or,ls migh t 
ind uce som.: of them 10 ··ka;;" irrC$pon
sible, .wrmfu! or eV'2n url! rulhful sl:ile
men~s to th~ media is nOI cOI1$idcrcd 100 
&.lm:>.g:ns. The law rna:, rrvl.::et \t.e in_ 
formant but docs not en,"f.'r:!te the 
e~im e. Aft~r ;.:11, the publisher has ex- .. 
cdlenl !·e:l.sons of hi~ own for not risking 
p\lblic~\liclJ of matters acti..:>nablc by .!<.\w. 

A.llon)"miiy a~d its LiJ":)its 

There ar~., of COur5C .. sar!!c ex(eptioli~ to 
thc gcner .. ] ~·uk of in;punity ~nd an>Jny;n
ily o f sot.:ree5. H Slate \'lllp!O?CCS, ir..;;lud
inl! military perso!'.r.<,i, infor;n media ot 
mill'en til:>. t could be detrif':"lenlai 10 the 
s,::c;lnty of the Stale, ihis .:ould W;lrrant 
leg,ll action ngujn~t informan!, (though 
the :ne(.Eo wo:lld :crt:linly hesi!;,te 10 di~
elcse !ilem). Til>:: sJlmi appli.!s when o.n 
officill viC'l:!tr:s· profes~ional s-:::c,ccy but 
o!li~ ill t:l": '!Wtll that his 0!:>servance of 
sccrt~y is pr:,:s'.:fib'~J by law. 

Simi]:lriy, the prolc.:tioll of 3r.nnymit}' 
m ily b", (>vClTulc<1 in J c,imina! case 
whidl coes not involve lhe ffe~Jol11 or 
the press, <lOci wh'~r(l th.:: cOll r l finds that 
the discluSHre of l 5CLlrC~ is CJllcd for 
by an 0Ynridins p l..!blic 0 .. priv:ll!: in
teres t. This SiW;llil>n very seldom a.rises, 
however. 

R.~..: ei" ::r.nr<::ndl11enl~ hal'e re-inforecd 
the pro!c<.:lion of sour<:es lind the In
,-,[,ym;ly of infornulnlS. AI the ~me 
time, howel'-::r, the mnenr:kd bw e~p1idl ly 
wilhlH;lds ~~I~h prNeCl;nl1 in cascs \\"ht"rc 
lhe l!<llherin£ or divu!£.ing of infonn;,I ;on 
conSlilllle$ (lr involves high i reason, 
espion,,!;e or oiher rci a!ed, severe crimes. 

Aceess!o Public Uoeu)J!\'ufs 

.'\llotl1<:r rcmarbblc fC:1 1Hre of the Swed
ish Freell()m of the Prc~~ Act ;s-thc ~rin
eipk of free a:::e\:~s , 0 pu;,]ic doc;mlenls. 
Tlri~, 100, is :1\\ >::X~"C5s;on ·of the law
makers' iutcnl to ~upp()rl the nledia in 
th~ roJc of public watch-doe:. 

The pri!1~i[l!c t.hat every S'.\'~dish ~ ili , 
len snot:ld !iave ,\CCCSS to vir tually ~dl 
doemn~nt, kept by SIJtc o r mun :,,:;pJ! 
,l;,:encies W;,5 inlrodu.ccd as early;:s 176ti 
in the [inc Fl\;ccom of the Pre~s ,\tl. 
It w,,~ unique 111'~fl :IRQ ha:; lh::,'.f1 ocepled 
by vcr;: icw Olllt'" ~ eoun!ric~ evt'"n loday. 

TI:e principle !;i,·~s <Hl),o!:e-!!.cto.laily 
evel1 ~ikns--t:lc right to !Urn ;0 a S t:I1C 
or rnunkiv;:l >l!:cr,ey and ~ 5k to bc. ~hnwn 
:.n)' dOC<lmcnl kept ia th(; ~r fik~, re.s.~rd· 
Ie,s of wh(;til.::r l1:e ,"'cument con<.;~rns 
hirn pc~so\la!ly or not. Orfiei:;l~ nrc k
£:1l1y rcql!ired to ("('mp[y ami e ·.·cn to 
Slivpty t'~;li~s of 1hz documenl requcstcd 
if this j ;; rC;;I:o;ible . 

J S~, ISw~,:;sh kro,,~) '"' us .)lUJ >Jf {(I.I~ 
(";')"1'<>.'.) 

This right i~ of £r.::~t impMlanco:: to 
onyo;;e I:on(erncd by ~ny proceedings, 
l.'lw~lli;s, and the like jr;\"olvi;-,g public 
ngencics. Rut it is el"]llnJly cs~~ n"ti,11 to 
journalists seding infor!'ll:!!inn o.bOllt. 
what is gojn~ ·cn behiqd Ih.:: wa\1~ of of
ficia!dom . Their ~c;"\ rch for Ihe facts is 
clearly cnhanced by llt~ righl .of Swed
ish officials to f;ive or.,1 inform:r!ion coo
cernin.~ their activities. 

·Thc right of ac~eS$ js.ic~lously !;uarJ
ed, nOI only by !he mcdia thcmseh·es, but 
alw b}' the P;trliament:tri Ombudsman 
(10). TraJithJnolly, Ihe )0 has cOIl~idcr
cd it one o f hi~ major dulies tn supervise 
Ihc impJcmC!1l:rlion ::md enfo rcemcnt of 
this right of a~cess to pllblic uoclllllents. 

Re.~lridions Oll Jh:strictious 

Of course, there are exceptions :0 thc 
rule of ac,·css to public documents. How
c\'cr, the~e restrictions th~nlsdves arc 
more T(:stricti-le [,nd rnorc cleady .de
fined· Ihan ill most '::oul:trics. All <~~cep
lions from lhe ~e nl.'rJl rule of Jcc~ssibili
.y ore regiSlered in grc:lt Jetail in the 
Secrecy Act (which is not part of Ihe 
body nf Con~t!tulion:, l L aw end n~Jy 

Ih'Js be am~ndd J":1or~ ensily) ... \ ny Iype 
of docunlen t not e~tl1ici ti y li~t\!d in Ihis 
Act is by defini tion <L l"ailab1c to the 
pab!ic, 

Topping th e lisl of documents that may 
be withheld Irom pub!:e . scrutiny arc 
mailers )"cJat ;n~ In nalien:!.! security and 
foreign relations. Othrr cakgorjes Ih1t 
nt:1y he exempt frO:ll i be rule of acces_ 
~i~ili l )! Jre do!;umcnts rcl,lljns 10 crim
irlal rr.,:ttc)".>;., pr;"'·:;l;:: fi;:lllllcia l matters , 
:;\ld i11form;:.lior. wneerr.ing Ihe p>;["~on~ 1 
inreZrity :lnd sJfe:y 01: individu .. Is. The 
rules permitting secrecy and ~iJting the 
maximum d;,lr<\ !!on of rcstrict!Ons <Ire 
r.O! uaccr.ditiou:11. On the strcn[:th of 
,;::rCl1mSlancc.~ in indiv:uual cases, st,,;-ecy 
may be rC;:1sC"d or w~ive\! al;ogctber. 
Furthermore, <.if.'~i~i ons under Ihj~ Act 
nrc not (illal. C;!~~$ may be reopcr:eJ and 
resiriclir,ns iif1<::d at Jlly tim..: bcfore the 
e.'(rirtltion of thc lerm of secrecy.· 

Reqt:c~ls for tUl:>!k doe~lmen l~ nlay 
onl~ be rejct!<:d \l'ith specific re-ferellce 
10 a p:i.rt:Cll!:.or fule or mi~s of the ~e,;:.rc(y 
Act. Thc a;:>plicllnt is enlil!cd to a ·.I'ciitcn 
statcment Guo,illg th..: lqal au\h(l[ity (in 
terms of the Act) fur I'!i!hholdinz Il:c 
document, nnd ir,fol"Jnins him (l{ hi~ righl 
10 <!ppeJl ;).g~ir.st the decision . The higheSI 
inSlan~e of "ppeaJ is uS\lJlly Ihe SII11l"el11C 
Admini31~!ivc C(>trrl. T1C only (:tscs in 
which. Ihere ": ~ Il be no ll.ppeai ilg:tir.:it 
rc':us~ls IC honour requeSts fOJ" public 
(locuments arc those ir. which ~~c,.cey 
ue~isioll~ :lfe rn~,de b~' C~bilwt Mini~krs. 

Viokrliol:S 

Oif.:::li;:n pnni;;1lat.Je unJer the F:-eccom 
of the r>r ~ss Ad "r..: ;-:nllmc: r;ll~d ill the 
Ael. Not ~li!jl~·b i ' lgt y, Ih.::y include crirnes 
ag:.t!!!st Lil e SL~ 1c ihi~h Ireason, i l; .~lisa
ti00 to Wilr. iI1cit,],lcr!t 10 riot, to:ls;:rir;ICY 
:md scdil;on, t'(;.) ;IS wdl ;,s lllrC:'\lS to· c'-r 
cont.::mpl d JlIinorii~· groups Oi< gr,H1I1ds 
of race, colour, ':rerd, '!ti\;tic otis,n, et:., 
"nd iibcl. F<)T O)c:litive 1l1C<l~u~es, Ih •. , Act 
refers II} o!hcr I:.ws, such :IS the T'en:\! 
Code (q;., [l1r Ji be!) or thc SecfCr;y ACI 
«:.(1., !"Ol" pu0~:r.al~on of dacl!tner,(s ·whose 

.con!cn;s.~h()ll1d nut·h,,"e beCf! d;',"\:l g~d). 
L.:g;d !"<:::6:ms a~~i71~ t n~Wsp~ pf.'rs most

ly concern i!b!:1. l'tJr!1ogrJphy is no !;int:
er plll1ish .. blc by $I\".:di, h :;IW. On Ihe 
whole .. !loth criminol C<1ses :tl1d civil !nw
sni ts in .. olvin:,: prcs" law ~re very r:1re. 

Pruseclifion :lilll I.ili;;:l.li'1D 

The legislators !l<L ·,'C tfied to protcct the 
mcdia fro"'; f Ct:~ l !:arossmcnt by creating 
spc~i~! rules and jml itulion~ for cases 
undcr the. "Frcrdom co!" th..: l':ess ,,\c.l, 
Pub!k prOSCC llliO <1 'Jntkr this net requires 
a decision by the Chanc.ellor of Jus1i~c 
and Ih l!s cannot be jr.il ia led by ordinary 
JO<.:;\1 prosccutors. As of Janunry 1, 1978, 
tne CJl.ll1ccl1or is ob:igcd to obf;Jin Ihe 

. consenl of Ihe Cabinet before acting in 
Ci.l se~ with poi ilicJ I irnpliCJ!ions. 

F urthcrmore, (he regubr COUr1S of bw 
arc mouifir.d in ~ speciJl w~y when tl)'inr:
pres~ cas~s. On Ihe theory Ih:.t laymcn 
tend to be more favourably in~lined to
w:'\n.ls frank and ~g~rc~sive media thall 
!he judicature, pre$S c::iscs :Ire Iried by 
jury (unless both parties agree 10 rcfrJin 
from jn:)' trial). The jU rY-,H' insiilul iofI 
othcn\'ise a!;en 10 the Swedish judicial 
syst<.:nl- is comprised of nin.: lay mem
bers sckclcd from a 1i~t aftcr' the· p:.rties 
havo had the · oppOftunity 10 · e.~cJude 

. juro,'S tbey migh t consider bia~eoJ or 
otherwise (lnsui ttlbk. TI:e Insk of Ihe jury 
is 10 uphold or dismiss specific necusa
(jons submiilcd 10 it by the courl con
cerning the guiit of the responsible pub
!isher. For a conviclion, :I t lensl six ju rors 
must be in ngreemen:. T he judges of thc 
cuurt may :lc'1oil a peJ'Son despite a jury 
verd ict of guilty btot fllJY 1I0t overrule a 
fil~d in£: of IlOt guilty. 
Thi~ i:lc'1cvo!ent "bi:\s" in favour of the 

media is i urthcr emphasized by 3 special 
"cou rl i nstrnc: iOll·' i:1 the F reedom of the 
P ress ,\(1, prcscribing 1h:11 lccusalions 
be tried wirh :r view 10 the spir it and in
t.:nl, mthcr t~;1rl the more or lc.~s care
ful wvrding, of the ul\.:rance in dispute. 
The instril<.:lion also !crrds ~cldcd weight 
10 thc time-honoured jlll!:c;:}1 rule Ibat 
{hc :~c.;;t!scd shJ IJ h~v..: the b..:nefil of any 
r.:aSllnaCle doubt ~s 10 the culpability oi 
the .:ontcstcd utlerJ.r.cc. 

.Tt should be r,oled that this oull ine of 
press k~islat ion has be .... n mainly cerl
cerned wilh ils rderence to periodiCal 
moss media. Howeva, npJr t fro m ~pccia[ 
rules ,·c1~(jng to tne responsible pI!b!isher 
(It periodi.;::I!S, Ihe S:lmc b:lsic principles 
.. nU snfegll~rds :llso apply 10 llon-period
ie~l publi.;:l lions. T he rllO~t im~orlant dif
(.::rcnco is that leg:1l 1 liability for non
peri('di~ ... J mJitCc ne>rmJ!iy l ic~ with the 
inJivi';:u:t.! aul!:or Otherwi~e, inc (hoin 
of responsibility is i:Hgcly t!"le same. 

Thrllugh a recent ;uno::ndmf.'nt 10 Ihe 
Act, its protection hJS becn extcnded 
10 «wcr public~tions nOI produccd hy 
conventiOllal prir.lill!; j1 rcssd, such :r.s 
mim.::ograpns, pliolo-eopiC"5 ~nd Ihe like. 

R:uJio r!ml TcI2 "i.~ i on 

Thc electronic mc<Ji:. wcre too lale :t.f
ril' .. d ~ to be illc! udeti in th" freedom o[ 
tho J'r~ss ,\ct . "Jn~tt,,<J, thcy "re cOI'C"ct'd 
by a. speci:t.l Radio ,\c~ an.l .a l lro:\dc:lsf
in!> Liabili ty ·"ct Ih,l! went into dicel in 
1975. The new le~isll!i(1n. while not yet 
~!l1.b,)jied in Constj!uliona! Lnw, is mod
elicd :"iftcr the Frcss Act. Thus, CO::!lSOl"
slrip of any progrom;ne b~' j1ublic aulhor
iti(·.; is prohibil..:d . For c:lch rrrO[;rnmli~C, 
one per--;nn d,;:si~na!cd beforeha nd earrics 
sole kr,a: rc~r:·lnsiililiLY. ' -hc l"Uics for tht 
.1)"es.~ n'g~rdi"g libel ;lr!d olher cHer.e~s, 
prosc';I'lion ,HId court procedures niw 
a!,p!y iO fad:o (lnu tdcl'i~inn. 

Ho'.\"cvcr, Ihe speciol ~i!U;)tion of clcc
Irron'<.: medil ill Sweden ;tl ~o (::lJ]s f{>f 
SOffie sp'~ciJI r~gubti()ns. E.~t !L.I ~ive 
hrO:ldc:,sLin.,: rights a(c J;ranlcd iO four 
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largely l:t'm~ut,"ri:!:(C:--and operating =!

.f:\s:. clcc.:r.d.lbl~ di,t~iba:ion sys!cm. The 
bC.H <;If th <:"!!~ ~c.;m to !~:l.nd compariso!J 
with ,l,u,t furcig(). n":\\'Si'!lpeTS in tums of 
..idi:ori:l.t COtH~!'f[ '.;l.fld make-up. 

T!:;: !hu~ I~rg~_si - citi~s (Stockholm, 
Gi5tcboc!r .:ll'id ~ralmo) produce p:lpcrs 
:lppc::..ing !cwn _d:;y~ a week. Six-1l3y 
public;,.H:on is ;nore 'prcvaknt ill other 
P:lrts of thc ' c~~uolry. Most provil1ci:!.l 
~:!pcrs :lpp~:lr in the, mOfilin"g, while-the 
three hiS dtie~ 1.lso put out Jar~c and 
succcs~fu! :iftc~n(lon tabloid~. The "typ
ical" or :"!.1"Cr:1gc Swccish dliiy newsp~pt:r 
snail'S a circul:l;ion vt 3:!,OOO copks lud 
aptlC<lfS in the rncn:iug. This symb:Jlizcs 
a wiuel;! vari.ed infomla:joll outPilt. 

The brgcsl d:\ilic~ lre listed below 
(1977 w':ck.ja)' drculalion ·figurcs). 

ExpreS.I',·1I (lit-era!) 
/I/rollblt,dl!! (Soda! 

Democrntic) , 
Dfl!;J1!1l.f N Y /;I!h'.· (independent) 
Gi;leborlJ~··PoSIi!" (t iber:.!) 
$,'",".1:" D"g."/Oidel 

(Ccnsc~va~i\'e) 

-I..jS,fl38 
4i~.427 
:;'i4,30:; 

175,106 

The S!o~khn!m .;l('~rnooll paper, A/Ion
blade: :,no.! E.\·f'r('S~':1I hove 11 nC:lr-n:llion. 
wi'ue n:adc:shil) :{noJ opcrlIte prinlin;; 
hr::mchcs in Jonk!i;>ins. Gotebor2 :tnd 
.MaiO"'.ii. ),:!elro;::o lilllCl morning IXlpers 
eOJr.,r:~nd large c;rcul,lt;ons in t~c ;ur
f(lUllcing ;;-~ion~. l;npona~.t rcgional 
papers .::Ire ~lso [Jilt out in Boden. Givle, 
JonkojJing, K!rI~iad. Lillki.iping. Norrko
ping", Sur,<lsv:.l!. UppS;:"II;l, Iflisuds, Ore
ero :lnd SOUle (: lile, tOwns. 

TI!<)uS:l..'lds {If Perluilic:tls 

Betwecn tw" ~nd (hrce thousand publie~
,ions qu:iEfr ,lifidaHy as "periodi\:al 
:Jllblic,ltion~:' Of thCSl:. cnly 13S ;Ire of 
""Cw~phpcr" na.un:, i . .;. arc pUDI;~hed 
d::ily or:li le;l.t once a wcd.:. Tile I;oahlllce 
is w;:;0'.]1IIcd fo~ by p(".riotl i<.:<!ls wilh 
longer fixed ini~["als bctween issues. 

Most sif,;~if!(":mt :.:mong Ihe.s~ in terms 
of circulation arc pop:Jlar wcc!dic.~ al"lu 
other light r.\:lg::!l i n.;~. As of 1~76 ther,;: 
were 45 of \h~m with:l combind circula
tion of 6.9 mi!li,Jn copies :tr.d more than 
90% or thc Swedi:;h population ;nc!uded 
in tr.eir combi:1ed r~ ::\I.!ership. 

The ... vC'ra~e SWl:c!o:: reglllnrly rc~d~ 
morc t~an th ree pl.'riod;e;ll~, whj~h 
placcs SWeden fo,erno~t ever. in inter
n~,tiollal periodical statistic$. 

Tho !argcst ~'op u;:tr weeklics arc 
(l9i7): Are! Ru,,' l"I i1 h :J. net :;i .. .;:ulatiol1 
of ~,S7, j 5f! cop;~·s 3 ;Id HemmelS V t1l'kQli,l
t!illr: wj;h 341 ,3(; :::: copi..::s. Two sp(;~i:1 1 izcd 
w~.eJ..:!y consumer m~ga7.incs ~i:o\lld Oce 
menlinnc\:: fC.·! -K'ffi n!1I ((j6S,8jO copie~), 
sponsored 1;-y tj~,;; f<!:ail grocery !rad.;: and 
devoted It> ll orac and family matters, lnd 
Vi tJOl,(36) with scrious reporting \,n 
socin! hllU >;:c..:rr.omie iSSI!eS, pubH~hed by 
the to-op,:r~tive UniG<I and Wholesale 
Society. 

'l·laga7.in"s for <lebllto! on ecor.:J:T1ic, 
political :\11d liter'lry l1uestions arc eom
parJtiveiy sc;,rc:e in Sweden, proh:!bly 
due 10 the c.~C"''lti:Jn:llly :Hnbitiu\!s sce
tiOll$ for this typ~ of m::ler..~l ill Ih~ <I:!ily 
press. 

Anothcr impon:lnt !;fOI;P oi p;:':ou
ie:!!s consists of s~m~ ~(}O tr.a.k ~nd pro· 
fcs~ion;ll jo~~n:!ls of ":lryi;:; size. The 
InrJ;:cst of Ihese a,c p~~Jisl:~d by lt~dc 
l,!l1ion~ and orgalli:a:d :!.<:ricliltt:r::.! in
Icre,sts. 

R::dio :'In:i Tdc~·isi<.la 

:\:, rauio anu ltk"i~iorl prugr:lll1nles ill 

Sw,,'.kn ;'!re bro:uieast by focr pro
gr:lm:nc cO;11pzrnics_ which arc independ
ent ~,,1)s;diari~~ of the ~al11e [,a,cnt com· 
p;u'y. All bnl:l.(l.;:;lstiu!; in Sweden i5 
upcr,.<cd under a Slatc ~()nc~ssion which 
~m'll~r.ts 10 :i vif!llal monopol~' f<Jr these 
speci~JJy desi!;lla!cd companies . .Tho;: ~hare 
capital in lhe parcnl erJ1llp~ny is appor
tioned betwecn priv:lte i.,dmtry hclding. 
(20t;C·j. thc prcs~ (20%) ulld lhe n~tion:tl 
:J0pulJr moveme'lts (60%). The Board of 
Governors of the pan:nl eomp:llly con
~i~IS "f 15 members, o( which the chair- . 
m:ln Zlnd six oth~t ll1ember~ :I,e ~ppoint-, 
ed by the Government. Five gO;'cmors 
r~pr~S"!l\t lhe sh:lrc holders :lnu two the 
emplorc~s. The fifteenth mcmiler of the 
BO:lrd is the Director-General of the 
p:lrent comp~ny. The four subsidiaries 
c:leh have a lA-member BO:lrd of Gover
nors, ;,11 but Iwu beil1!; appointed by the 
Board of the parent cOlllpany-the~e two 
repr..;scu;ing the sl"ff. 

PrO!:1r:unme produclion is financ ed 
from licence reVC1lues. Physical disiribu
lion, hcilities :lre owned <.Iud man:1gcd 
by the Nalional Telccommunie;,tiOlls 
Aciministration, which m~ke~ it po~sible 
to hal~d ov~r an inl:tC! distribution net· 
w,)rk (0 a new Iic~!1cee if the prescnt ar
rangement wen: to be discontinucd. 

The current f..::e for a TV licence i$ 
Skr 340 per yenr with an arldiliOnJ I 
charge of Skr 140 for colol:r TV. There is 
no cr\~rge for only r.1dio. 

Gencr:ll broadc:lst:ng policy is hid 
down by the Radio Act :'Ind an En3blir:g 
/,~rc.:::ncnt betw.:'cll the bro3d,f\;iing 
cumpanies :llld the GO"l.·crnmcn1. Pro· 
gr~l11mC3 mus~ be impaltial, obje'::livc ;lnd 
calel:i;!tcd to $,lti~ry a i'rO;ld i'an~e of 
l:ts!es. 1'11(;: Governmcnt exercises no con
trol over prC\gr:lInmes prior to broadcast. 
Howe'.";:r. :I i{;l(j:~, Council is elrl;>owercd 
to raise objection~ to spccifie pror:r:l.mmcs 
--or consider comp:aints from lhe ge:l
eral )"'ublic-:lfrer lhc~' h:l~'e b<"cil trans
l1lill~d, if they nre found 10 ~;)ve vi<Jlated 
the R:ldi<.' Act or Ih..:: Enal}ling Agrce· 
!)lent. 

Rn<iio--an Early Sta rt 

From the inception of retubr radio 
broa,t.:a~ls itl 1923 \llltil 1?~5 Sweden had 
onl}' one hom~ s>;:rvice. There :tre now 
three nldio ehllflll.;'ls, e<.lch having its own 
ger,cr~1 c:wraeter, <lnd lhcy ar.:: not in 
uir<"ct (;omp..:tition with e"ch other. 

P 1 offers a ero,lo r:ln~e of H£ht and 
seriou~ I'rosramm,'s with p~r!icul;':!r em
phasis on do.:lailet.l ncws~:!.St~ ~nd in
dept11 soci::l report'l;;e. r 2 speciZilizes ill 
euucalion,tl prOl:wmmes during the day· 
time anu s<"ri')llS musk M night. I' 3 
f.:'allll·c~ light r.lusic :lnd l!nt(:rtainmcnt 
round the elr)Ck, inler.;pcrsed l .... ill1 fre· 
qu,~nl nca(iline !l~WS summ;)ric:;. The 
pmgrJmnlC& fr"m !1I;: 1..\ 1 ()~>11 rad; ~' ~ta· 
ti~~ns a,'e ~<lrried 1:y P J. Tb.! t hr~.:: r"<li,, 
channels lre :'\1 prdcnt, slmrc<.! by ;i,c 
l11rt.:: suhsiuiarics: nationwide r;ulio .. !o
cal radio :,no.! cdill';'!lional rat~i:J. T!le. 
Govcrnment h:l~, ;',.,wcvcr, dl!ci,kd In 

'~I'C<!;C a fOl1r,:l ~h:lnr:d for th..: bruad
C:l~tinl! of I,)<.::.!! :tnd c<lu;;:~ti("lfl"l rnoio: 

RmTio Sw~"':cn , ~h<: n<llio;,,\vidc r;ldic's 
int~rnation:ll $.:rvicc, provi:les' Ibt.::,;ers 
:I[.r0ad w;,h pr0gr;:'l;lme~ in ~;x fo,~jgn 

l:i::t':;UJg';s (i3.!:.';:;sh. G..:nn:!n, FrenCh, 
Sp~r.ish . i>ort<.l~LlC~o.: :;nd Rtls~i:ln) <!'~u i:l 
SW.::d;~;l. 

Tlu TV La!l<lsli:Jc 

By intc rn"tion:11 eomparimn, SweJi ';h 
television has e.~p:ln'_kd with re:11arkable 

~pecd: From a feeble besir.niHg in late 
1956 (23.000 Hcenccs in 1957, the fir~t 
full year), TV tlwncrsh"ip ir.cnased tt) 
3fi9 po.:r J,ilOO inhabitants (3,USO.93[ li
cence.~, or which 2,00,1.436 wcrc val!d for 
colour TV) by Dec. 31, 1977. It should 
be noted In:1t e.1ch licence fee i~ valid fvr 
:til un]illlite(,] numbcr or if'dividll!1i TV 
sels. . 

Virtually the wholc country is c:lp~bk 
of rce..::ivinS the ~wo Swcdish TV ch:m
l1els, alld border rcgions ~re eoven:u by 
the netwvrks of neighbouring co))ntries 
as well. During J977_ lh~ Nordic Council 
began considering pl~ns for a eo·opera
livc rcgi<)nJI TV relay ;:Jteliile, which 
would consolidate the Nordic eounlries 
into a single 'rv ~udiencc of more ih:ln 
22 hlilli<ln people served by sevel\ uif
fcr..::nt channcls. 

The two TV eh~llnels <lrc sep"rately 
organi7.ed i<l two programming networks, 
but Ihey sharc Icchnical and Jdrllini~lr:l
tive ' facilities within one indcpendent 
subsidiary company. 

The ch;ulllels enjoy bro.lu .lutonomy 
ill progral1lo1ing. liQwcvcr, II) avoid Il!1;s 

. <ksir:lble efic{.:ts o[ competition, :I meas
ure of prn~fnm"1C co·ordil"lalill11 t~~es 
place 10 prevent productions of ;:til overly 
simibr niltllr,;: from bein:,: bro~dc:tsl 
simuit<lneo;.Jsly t>y both ch~~ne1s . 

I3ro:!dc:ls' :ldvcrtising is not Jlermitt
ed. An Qffi~ial eommis~iOll hns been in· 
vestigntin;,: the fc:.sibility of il1lroJucing . 
eomnwrcial~ on a vcry limiled b~sis: spot 
commercials in sep:lralc trnnsr'lissioll~, 
with I'';) ~os~ibih:}' for ad'/..:rtisers te in
f!ucnc~ . regulur progral1Hn;;: eOl~tenl 
through spomorsfiip or othtiV.·js~. How
ever, tile id..:~ of (inancit;g tnc dc':in;ll1ic 
media, even in p:ul, thl"Qu;,:h ad revenues 
has virtu!:lIy no popular or polilic::!! sup· 
port outsiue Inc busine~s commllnil~. 

late" Comer; }'he I,oeal ;\'~:work 

The 1:llest addition to the m..:dia build-up 
is Loblrodio AU. an inclc~.:ndent sub
sidiary op~rating 'a nalionwi(ic- network 
of I()c~l rauio staliolls wi:h :. tOlal of 24 
sta,ions covcring ;Ill of Sweden. 

Prota~llnisls of .. he provinei,.1 press 
have been critie:l! of I~C r.ew network on 
the o:lsis Ih~t it may Ihrealen thc posit::J1l 
of ailing t o~"l newsparers. The. new ,;~,_ 
lions UC, howev~.r. short of bOlh slaf[ 
:.nu (und~. :VrorcQva, the n~tw,}rk i~ still 
so thinly spre::\(l lhat il will I'rob:"lbly 
h:lve lO ~.cnlc for .~omc lh:ns: less lhl ... 1 the. 
kind of intensivc, in-t!epth re:Jot'!ing Ihal 
might scriv\lsly infring.,: <.Iplln the k o.C:.ll 
press_ 

For rurthl'r inform:,tion pleasc cont:lcl: 

The SI>"~<lish )~mb;l'\"sy or Ccnmiate 
in YOI;r country (in lhe U.S.: 
The S"'~tl i ~h Informalio:1 Service, 
S25 Third A,'c., N~w York, N.Y. 10022) 
Til": Swc~ii.~~l .,,;;Iilutc, 
H:lmnjpl.1n '27, P.O, Bo.~ 743..\, 
S-1039l Slockholm. Sweden 

This ./OCI shf!cl i.r prl'ldllced ,1.1" [Jarl c! 
III': Swedish i1l/';-r;'lIlIiol1 serl 'ie;; abroad, 
<lwl is ;"~,: ; i(lcd w br: Ii.ted lor rcfuc/lc~ 
p"'pos.;.r. II mav be jr(;(:l.v IIsed ill pre
parillg ar:iclu_ .r,',,·t!chu, broadc<lsts. ek. 
,\'n flck"",d,~di';>U<"'" is a<!CCl'SlIry. Ph-:nc 
'Wle (.',,; I/m;! 0/ pr~pllrmiQII. 
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