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MARC H. TANENBAUM 
. : .' 

Mr. Paul. l!lein 
Vl~-Presidetlt 
NaC-'N 

Dear Paul.-

AUg.., 16, 1918 

Enclosed please f'itul! -m:1 c1"itlque of tbe 

sel'lpt~"Stol'les f'l:ocoo th& -Bible._ PSl't -I." 

Cordially_. 

6$-50 Hc-tb""ole St._ (Ap.t.. SA) 

Hegc PaI'~. " .. Y. ll2174 

-" \ 



TO: Paul Klein, Vice-President. NBC-TV 

FRtm: Rabbi Marc II. Tanetlbaum 

·DATEf Aug. 16, 1978 

REf CRlTIQ.1JE OF "STORI:'S FR0I1 Tlffi smi.E. PART I" 

by Br1an Russell 

Some general observat10ns: 

As a Je .. .., and 'IS a Rabbi,. obvloual;r I'm pro-Bible. and would favor 

the showing of quality Bible stories on NBC-Tv. In general. these 

stGl'ies ~e well put together as Bible nw&.Patlves for the ~ses -

. ·the;r are exciting. written sQlaewbat on the cowbo;rs-and-Indlans 

conflict I:lOdel. with heavy infUsions 01' vllolence •. sex. ete. 

01' course, the Ol'1ginel Biblical accounts a1'e thenselves 
. . 

fioeigbted Yitb hs&ps 01' violence and sex sOd "bIg scene." or 

crumbling walls. But this adaptation does contatn a number of 

probloms ,mlch. I hope and urge, 1m WIll be dealtk Wi tb, lest 

it expose the author. the sponsors. and nsc-TV to unnecess~ 

crl tio1slri ond oontroversy botb fioon believing Christians Be well 

as f'r0I!1 Jews. Some examples: 

(1) There is an unusual ·w and I ·thillk; ullllecessary - amount 

01' what Taloott Parsons oalls "veJ>bal violence." I understand tho 

intention .ot' the writer to make tbe Philistines, and.tben the 

Hittites, as "the heavies." but too accumulation of ·tbe invective. 

01' hate and epithets 01' bostility very qulokl;r becomes sheer 

,nasty no1s-e ~d dissonance;' viz., 

p. S - "loathe th1saocUl'sed countr;r nearly WI much as the Israelite 

jaokal!! thet In1'est It. '' 

p. 6.;."Isl'ael1te ·SOUl!l" - (these oontlnuous assoclations 01' ITebrews 

and Israol1tes 1-11th wcb pejorative teI'!!lS will .beoo"e troublesome 

to J<;ws· :""'0 ,.,Ul feel In thelr guts a possible tl'anst'erenc.e 01' 



.' 
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contempt to contenpora17 .lows and· to Israe]. •. ) 

P. i6 ~ "May tbe bugs eat bia pagan eyes out." 

p •. 12 - "Your maggot God, Jebovah;" (I find tbls t'Gllgiously 

insensitive and troublesome. as ,,111 nany ChI-fatiMs. 'I'bere 

ought to be Sl othel' way of being contemptuous wi thoui; 

being in contempt.) 

p. 13 - "a nation of stink-bUllS'" 

_"you pig IdIl8 and your ,.,rmy god." (same as "maggot god.") 

p. 6S - "I spi1; on· I!fS own bear1; .. 

p •. 78 • "1 spit on yOUI' ,mole c"">Wdly t'ace. There was never a 

Hobre" that could tlake war I" (lloabe Dayan?) 

-"a garland of yOUl' rotting beads:" 

p.79· - "let thls garbage dump celebrate" 

p. 81 • . "·YOUI' wol'l!ll.y lump of !Oat tallow" 

po. 8S - "or this dog's beating beart." 

t>o 93 - "Came to me; you garbage-bol'n Hebrew dogl" 

p. 94-· "Hail .loshwU Lol'd ot the llel'lll1n EatersJ" 

I 

(2) IrllDlIDlILLY HEAVY Al~OUNT OF PHYSICAL VIOLENCE- There is, of course, . 

physical. violence · in the Bible (I SSI! usl 15:33 - "Then samuel 

hewed Agag in pieces before tbe Lord a1; Gil¢") but the writer 

invents more "backing, cbopping. and tbrustlng" tban I t bink 

ls· necessary ot' wise. The UIlrestraine~ scenes or viol.ence will offend 

many in 1;\'Iat it will leave the impression that tbe .lavish Bible 

1n particular 1s a ElUl'dwoulI, bloody book - bov can anyone lesI'D 

eaytlilnli t !:at is b1.1l'1anlz1Qg 01' compassionate fl'om it?· Bltamples: " . 

P. jl ~ ttToday God gives you to ~ 1'01' destruction'-

p. 42 - "& squad or Hittite 'floggers' parting the crowd witb their 
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;;!l1ps and cudge:ls. AD old man .1cad1nG a donkey •••• and. they beat 

b5m into the gl'oUlld." 

po- 42 - "A young. weU..",uso1ed black man ••• 

llgadh - Oh t hls 1s 80 .. ..arvelous. \'Ie 've never bad one this 

e;)lor bot'ore.liIou !'lust all feel b1:n. toucb b5m. SeB how 

strong he ts .. -~. n 

I find tbls offensive on two count.: n) tbe gratultous 

sadistic ,1101en<le; b) the l'scifJ!!l •. 

~. 44 - "Agsurab1 ·- Israe11te. C:lUdren yon may murdcl'to your 

h8{U't's content" - isn·t it 'Poss1ble to be more suggestlve 

about t be saCP1flee or ISI'flel1te chlldl-en without such 

slckenlng explicit ensctment or chl1d-sacrlfico? 

p. 47 -The r ..... 1n103 ISl'aelites. Bre over<mel"",d. Tbe Hittites BUSb 

;tua Into the WQl1en's tents hacking and chopp!!l!!>" Rl!mlnds 

me of the scene of "the .maSSDere of the innocents" In 

.. Je.sus of lIazazoeth" - thlt; was l'8l!lovedJ 

p.; 54 - this ScOne or kUl1ng 01' Israel1te children is horrible. 

"Anotherl Qui~UYI nll another one' KillJ Kill for BaalJ" 

There sboul.d be a -croative- -waY' of portrlV 1ng ebUd"!"'sacp!'1ee 
' .. -

In ell its horror without being horrlble. 

--- P. 55 - S1:nilerly, "Ten t1"'ea I thrust hoI' with my daggor before 

ahe died!" 

p. 101 - S1nllerly, U\luben "bears 1n wildiy, hacking. choppIng and 

thrustIng." 

(3) SEITllRAL LlIlIGUAGE PROBLEHS: 

(8) IncongruIty of u.e of modern collogula'Usm 81de by a1d\l with . 

stilted .... e!w arohalsms; viz .•• 

p.2 - ~.gller111a flgbtE!l'S;' P. 10 - "jerky" 
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(1)) Honor11'le tltlesot Israel1te Ki·ngs .and Generals ~ 

I find little basis 1n Scriptures fDrtbe use . of such 

hyperbolic titles for King Saul. 01' .1'01' Abner or joshua or 

. Moses,. and the: continuQUs use of thase excesSive titles comes 

, off as cont .. lved. It 1s God .a1on" vito is l"6f4!l'1'ed to. fO!' 

example. in ' I samuel 15: 29 as "the S plend"r of IS1'8el," not 

humanbelngs. ·e ven kings. 

1>. 8 - nSaul~: The sw11't sword' of Jehoveh!" (a1so ' too much 

of the Jewish God of ~ Wrath Qnd VengeanceJ) 

p. 10 .. 'Shining i~8jestYI" 

p. 20 .. "Bright Torcb or Israel, Heart of Is .. ael, Highty 

Lord of Judah's hosts (P. 21) 

p. 36 .. "Mighty Lord Joshua, Lamp of Israel" : 

p. ·39 

P • . 1l2 
p.50 

P. 65 

-Great Joshua; p. 40 ~ Mighty Lol"d Joshaa . , 

.. Nagnificent King of Glorious Jericho 

~ .Lord Joshua, p.64 ~ Great Joshua 

- Lord .Joshua, Anointed of Hoses 

- rUghty Lion or 'Israal 

. p. 66 - Mighty Lord, .Joshua,. Bright Star or Israel" 

p. 10- Great Joshua. Mighty Josbua 

p. 81 _. Great Lord ·Joshua · 

p. 62- }l1gbty Man of Jehovah" G1'eat Joshua 

p. 84 .. Sal'PhiI'e of JeI'icho 

IF THE AUTHOR HAS THE TUm; HE MIGHT FIND IT USEFUL ,:\,0 READ THE 

VOWME' PATRIARCHS; IN THE WORLD HISTORY OF THE JB"'ISH PEOPLE, BY 

PROF. ABRAl!M l'.AZAR, PUBLISHED BY RUTGEitsJ:I UNIVERSITY FOR INSIGHTS 

INTO THE LANGUAGE AlID C; ' 'LTURE OF ANCIENT ISRAEL, THE PHILISTINES., 
i 

THE HITTITES, ETC. 
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(4) ISRAELITE RELIGION 

p.69 - ~evera1 priests with censers - lips i~ prayer-

It is impartant not to suggest that this scene is in 

the mode of Catholic r1 tual .of pri eats wIth c Gnsers 

celebrating mass ia. St. Petex"'s Basilica. The Israel1te­

Hebrew mode sboul<lbave its own Hebnlccharacter; it 

sbould not became eisegesis leading 'to exegesis - readIng 

Christian or other moddtties into the Israelite mode. 

- sbafllPs. ram'·s born troumpets - should bepDl'trllysd 

as used functIonally as . tbey were for sumtitaning to 

battle, but ·not used. disrespectfully., sInce tbe 

ra~ bora is a sacred object today ta Jews used in 

H1gh Holy Day W01'8blp services (p.77 - "racket Cif 

the sbofar."J 

(5) JEROV' AR AS GOD OF VENGEAl16E - The t1llld Itional polemic 

bas portrayed tbe Old Testament God as a God of! vengeance, and 

the Go.d of ""the- Neu,'Teatsme.nt a .s the God of" love and mercy. 

Too mucb "cry vengeance·· (as' 011 p.94) would me.ke many 

uneasY that this cw;lcatUl'e Is being gIven new lite in 

tbese stol"ies • 

. (6) p •. 115 - Hoses';' not a persuasive· talker - sccording to 

Jewish .t,.adition, I-loses was a ''If'ad peb" - a stutterel'. 

:' .' 



NBC 

- .. : . 

National BroadcaSting Company. Inc 

OwenComora 
Director. 
National Public ity 

Augus t 24, 1978 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Thirty Rockefeller PlaZa 
NewYork,N.Y. 10020 212-664-2678 

Here is part 2 of "Stories From the Bible". Part 3 
should follow shortly. 

~_a_r_d_S_' ____ ~~ 
(Men Comora 

OC/mfs 

Encl .. 




