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//AiPeopleForTheUI 
//Almerlcanrray 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Interreligious Affairs ' Director 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Ta~enbaum, 

April 23, 19B1 

Enclosed is the 'draft of a letter._ several Board 
members are using to invite people to become FRIENDS. 
Please feel free to edit, expand or change anything 
it· really is meant to be a spring-boara for you. 

Let me briefly explain what we hope to achieve with 
this part of the organization, what the responsibilities 
will be, " and how you can best judge if someone will be 
a good FRIEND. 

FRIENDS will be a national citizen education, action 
and communications network of PAW. We will establish a 
broad-based d;ivers'e group with at-::'least one FRIEND in 
every major commilnity who will be familiar with materials 
provided by PAW and who will be available to appear on 
local radio and T . V. shows and meet wi th:.local press. 
This network will be systematically expanded to include 
numerous FRIENDS in large ·cities .as well as in smaller 
communities throughout the country, where many Religious 
New Right activities are concentrated. 

Once identified and trained, FRIENDS wi.ll: 
-serve local organizers ~nd spokespersons for PAW 
-identify the local issues which PAW should 

address . 
-monitor the Religious New .Right in their states 

and communities . 
-assist national representatives of PAW when they 

'are visiting the area 
-coordinate local efforts to secure air time for 

all public service radio and T.V. spots 
-become involved in theirl ·1ocal communities in 

the spirit of the AMERICAN~AY 

FRIENDS will be recruited from the church, business and 
labor .organizations and from our direct mail efforts. This 
network .will include not only the established conununity 
leaders but will also reach out to attract concerned 
citizens in ali areas of the community. This aggressive 
involvement will have a lasting and long term impact on 
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local citizens' ability to help . shape their communities 
and society. 

The main criteria fo~ FRIENDS will be that they have 
local crE;!dabili ty and recognition; that tJ:ley are . :articulate; 
and they wou~d be willing to make a modest time commitment 
to PAW. 

Some of the more well known people who have already 
bcorne FRIENDS include: John Anderson, John Gardner, John 
Brademas, Goldie Hawn, Sidney Lumet, Judge David Bazelon, 
Douglas Fr.aser, and Dr. Fr.ank Stanton. 

As we are still in the initial phase of placing 
FRIENDS, we are in need of· people in all parts of the 
country. I would like to have at least 3 FRIENDS in 
every state by June/July, so you see I must work rather 
quickly. 

I will send you some materials to include with you 
invitation/letter in the next week or so. The materials 
will include: the Statement of Purpose, a list of the 
Board of Advisors, the · blue brochure, a short statement 
on PAW I and a card:~ t ·o .. use as an·. ~!RSVP". 

Please call me if you have any more question or 
if I can be of any further assistance. My number is 
980-9550. 

Thanks again for your help. 

Sincerely, 

Sandra Slater 

. , 
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TO: 

FKM: 

For The Way 

September 10, 1981 

Members of the Board of Advisors 

Sue vogelsinger I Director ~. I 
Speakers Bureau and Press I~tion 

The enclosed form i s l ate , for which I apologize, but 
please fill it out and return to Ire if you have any 
upccmi.ng speaking engagerrents or rreetings arol.IDd which 
I might be able to arrange sare rredia coverage or 
interviews . 

If you k:n<::J,y of any future rreetings, seminars, conferences I 
etc. where PIDPLE FOR l iterature might be of value, 
that infornation would be very hel pful as well . 

Thank you . 

Enclosure 
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-- ~:------------~---------

Date of Engagerrent'---___ _ 

Narre of Sp::msoring Org~.~.ati~n,---______________ _ 

Address (city and state) 

Da"te of Engagerrent'---___ --

Address (city and state) 

• 
Date of Engagerrent._~-----

Address (city and· state) __ ~~~~-----~---7_-

Date of Engagerrent. _____ _ 

Name of Sponsoring organization'---_o-__ ~~'---~o_------

Address (city and state) 

PIDFLE FOR should be represented and/or have literatqre at: 

Name of meeting, organization, panel, etc _______ -c ____ _ 

Date, State, City _______________________ _ 

Narre of meeting, organization, panel, etco ___________ _ 

Date, State, City _________________ -----

PLEASE RE1'URN 'IU: Sue Vc:::g-elsinger 
People for the American Way 
1015 - 18th St., N.W., Suite 310 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

.• 



TO: MEMBERS OF THE IDARD OF ADVlOORS 

F'fO! : TONY KDESTA 

DATE: SEPJ'EMI3ER 3, 1981 

Attached .are "copies of the rrUnutes of the most recent Board of 
Advisors neeting and a proposal for funding t~.at we have recently 
sutmit.ted to the .Mary Reynolds Babcock Foun$tion. I would appreciate 
any thoughts or carrrents you might have on the flUlding proposal and 
the program it describes for the creation of a Friends network and 
the beginnin~g of a grass roots Speakers Bureau, fairness Doctrine Project 
and a Schools and Libraries Project.. Please let fie kpow what you think. 

I 
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JlJNE""'24, 1981 

'Ihe Shoreham Washington, D.C. 

On June 24, PIDPLEFOR had their first Board of Advisors rreeting 
since the inception of the Washington headquarters with Tony Pcd.esta 
presiding. We had an outstanding turn-out of our board members and .. 
thank them. 

In attendance frem the board were: Ted AshleY, Jim Autry, Marge 
Benton, Chuck Bergstran, Phil Blackwell, Claude Broach, Jim Dunn , 
Marion Wright Edelm:m, Andrew- Heiskell, Bill HCMard, Nornan Lear, 
Jclm Lindsay, David Ma.thcws, Gene Reeves, Eileen Rockefeller, 
Ruth Stapleton, FJaigie Tabankin, Bill Thanpson, Beth Webster, and 
Edna Wolf. other PIDPLE FOR attendees included Frances zwenig, 
Paul Schaeffer, Al Thanson, Sandie Slater, Greg Denier, Helen 
Kissinger, Kate Sheaffer, Helen Kelley, Piper Phillips, Elaine Mable, 
Nancy Debevoise, Beth Beeman, Sandy Gottlieb, Cafherihe rIand-; . ~ 
Chuck Brackbill, Ma..ike f.1acleal, Jack SOlara, Kathie Berlin, ,and ~ 
Ma:thews. 

The first item on the agenda was an up-date on current activities 
of PIDPLE FOR. A reJ;Ort was given by Ai '!hanson, Treasurer, on the 
status of our rrembership drive. Our current ITIffilbership as of the' last 
week of June sta::rl at approxi.nately 25,000 members. Also re!=Orted was 
that· our current direct mail campaign is exfeCted to add 15,000 new 
rranbe:p;; by Septanber. .Additional membership mailings, scheduled for 
the rerrai.nder of 1981 shoul d yield another 40-50, 000 members. We will 
have sent out approxmately 5 million direct mail pieces in 1981. 
It was noted that although our direct mail program is a fundraising 
device, we are prilra.rily using it as a membership developrent o~ration. 
'Ihe funds that are collected frem the direct mail appeals are reinvested 
into additional prCX3"ram .mailings. 

Nancy Debevoise, Newsletter Fiiitor I intrcrluced the first edition 
of PEDPLE FOR"'g newsletter. We anticipate circulating 100,000 copies 
of the newsletter by Septanber. Na.ncY asked that the Board send copies 
of · speeches, senrons, or presentations as she would like to feature 
on a regular basis a guest column by rrembe~s of the toard. 

Greg Denier surrrnarized the set-up and p.rrpose of the research 
depa.rtnent. Encarpassed. in the goals of the research departrrent is 
to provide accurate information on the radical right to board rnerrbers, 
the public, press and academia. Material is also kept on groups that 
are countering the radical right. In order to keep current on the 
literature sent nation-wide by the radical right, Greg asked that 
board rrerribers forward any information they may receive as the materials 
sent vary according to geographic location. 

.. , . 
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Sue Vogelsinger, Press and Speakers · Bureau Coordinator, reported 
on the speakers bureau and press (X)Ordination, reiterating the need 
for board rrembers to let her krx:M when and ~ere they will be speaking 
in order to ffi3ke better use of the speakers· bureau and coordination 
with press. 

Helen Kelley, Education Director, discussed the need to have 
narres recarrnended fran existing organizations which would p:>int us to 
people in the carm..mi ties to network into Friends of the Anerican Way 
and the speakers bureau. Helen Kelley will be developing materials 
which will be used to provide educational instruction, and to be used 
in various articles. The rraterials are planned to take the fom of 
brcx:hures, developing as well into rrore detailed bcoklets. 

A discussion of seeking grants fran foundations follo;.;ed. It was 
noted that it is imperative that contact with foundations be done as 
·swiftly as fX)ssible. If l::::oard members had any associations or past 
history of raising funds fraTI any foundation it would be rrost helpful 
to let Tony knoN. '!his emphasis in our program is critical nON and anyone 
who has any suggestions should get in touch with Tony Podesta as soon 
as possible. 

The four nE.'\Y pJblic service a:nnouncarents were re-intrOOucErl for 
those who might not;; have viewed them at the press conference earlier in 
the rrorning. The PSA' s were being distri..bJtErl to 795 ccmnerica1 TV 
stations · throughout the U.S. Norman Lear exPressed the feeling that 
sending the PSA's directly to the station managers and pub:lic seIVice 
directors gave us mfini te ITOre outreach and access to better shcwinj time 
then by contacting 3 individuals at the 3 " networks. It was hopeCl that 
serre stations ~d 1:?e9in to air the spots on or around the 4th of July. 

A lengthy discUssion of the merits and "problems of the PSA's 
follcwa:i. Gene Reeves aske;l if there would " be any tests done after the 
PSA's were aired. The response suggested that rath~ than being able 
to conduct an accurate market evaluation effectively at this tiJre be­
cause of the nature of the rressage (the intentiOI). being to instill an 
attitude in the viewer) that we would be able to get a fairly accurate 
assessment of the response through press coverage and the P.O~ BoX. 
Tony Pcdesta suggested using focus groups to assess the responses to 
the PSA IS. Fcx:us groups are being scheduled now and results will be 
available in Septavber. 

'lbere was speculation and concern voiced in regards to not only 
the context of the sFOts (eggs, sports, music) but the "softness" 
of the message. Tony Pcdesta clarif iOO that because of the Fairness 
Dcx:trine and the policies 6f stations .on PSA advertising that we would 
not want our PSA's to" be hard-hitting and controversial, or they 
would fail to be aired. "It was also poin"te:l rut that it VXJU1.d not be 
econcrnically feasible to air (through paid time) rrore exmtroversial 
5p:>ts at this time on a national basis. 
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It was the contention of SCJne; individuals that at .sc::rre point 
PIDPLE FOR would have to make a decision as to what 1SSUes we are 

. going to take on, what issues we would stand for or against. Bill 
Howard suggested that we will scx:m need to "bite the bullet" and 
determine what our stand \<A:JU.ld be besides being against the Moral 
Majority. Beth Webster resfX)nded to this by saying that the sp:Jt.s 
didn I t tell us anything that we didn t t already kn<:M. John Lindsay 
suggested that we need to be sure to make 2 connections when we do 
begin to deal with specific issues. One, that there is a problem 
and we \Vallt to do sanething about it, and too, pin}X)inting who is 
causing the problan. He suggested that we will need to follow-up 
on a problem with a tough · and specific response. Bill Howard 
reccmrended that we might want to foster a discourse, give visability 
to a dis~urse, that nay assist in leading us to sane decision. 

Along with the discussion of the "softness" of the PSA I 5, 

the question was asked by Ted Ashley as to whether the organizational 
focus for PEOPLE FOR" would be on media aJ..rrost exclusively or a grass 
roots organization that would take a stand on sane issues. 

The PSA discussipn ended with an intersting tidbit of new 
information for those who felt the spots were too non-controversial. 
The American Poultry Institute canplainect that the spots were 
controversial because someone rn the "Eggs" ad said eggs had too 
much cholesterol. 

TcriI Mathews, of Craver, Mathews, Snith &: Co., our direct mail 
consultant made a presentation concerning how we might want to 
organize people and ~ow to raise rroney sirrrul taneously. He suggested 
that we should now be focusing sane of our energy and thought to how 
we might want to define and structure our organization for an intense 
sustained and difficult public struggle. The outcane of this is 
to give those who are already converteEi. and concerned a way to act, 
not to change people's minds or convert than. The problem appear.;; 
to st~ fran the "lack of organization" of ~he people,. :with the 
EPt~"eption of the radical right. Tom Mathews felt and expressed 
that we need to r espond to their need to contribute, their need 
for a proxy in Washington and to their hope for a public m:xie " 
of action that will fill the existing vacuum. 

The idea of a regular Sunday TV program was raised. Olarles 
Brackbill of American Values Institute discussed the points" of 
having a regular individual to present the program opposed to 
differing denorrdnations represented by different people , each week 
which would disallow for a regular following. One individual to 
host the show would allOW" for a rore cohesive strain, but still 
be able to vary the content of the program ' to cover varying " 
religious services. Charles Brackbill is writing a report on the 
feasibility of a regular Sunday program. 

The idea of working on a TV program was reinforced through remrks 
by Tan Mathe.\'S that no group has been able to raise rroney or enlarge 
their meribe~ship past a certain JX)int with the known and tested 
rrethods of direct mil etc. except for TV presentations which have 
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not been used before. 

The discussion then followed into the idea of putting together -
print ads that would focus on 1st amendment rights, roost likely 
dealing with textbook censorship as it is prevalent throughout the 
country. The ads would need to be tough-edged to alert the public 
as book bannings " are subtly executed. Pressure is put on an 
administrator and curriculum changes are made without " any discussion. 
Books are raroved fran the public libraries and not retUI1led to 
keep them out of circulation. A hard hitting print ad would bring 
sare needed attention to this problem. Jim Autry and Marge Tabankin 
reinforced this proposal by saying that ' this is our purpose, to 
rn3.ke incidents like this known to the public and to take a stand 
on this issue. 

The question of short-tenm strategy discussed for the grass 
roots organization was two--fold. We could simply prepare materials 
on how to defend thep:-ocess of intellectual freedan, for example, 
and disseminate then to our manbers. This · is an indirect approach 
but effective in terms of camnmity education. Another approach, 
and i'tbre hard':"hitting would be to target hotspots. This would raise 
the level of public debate in that particular community; theoretically 
we would win, and then through publicizing -the inc~dent . we would 
be encouraging and reinforcing other carmunities to galvanize. A 
third approach suggested-was to have regional and state training 
meetings scattered about to disCuss issues that are threats to 
freedcm being posed by the mral rrajori tarians. An emphasis was put 
on the need to do as much of this through the church networks. 

Through this presentation it was suggested by David Mathews 
that a program sub--ccmnittee be formed to rrore Closely -address 
the question of program with specificity. The axeas of our 

. television usage, fundraising, staff and offices were well organized 
but the program 'area needed rrore attention. Tony Podesta agreed · 
to apPoint a sub-ccmni ttee of those who would be interested in 
working on this. · . 

The last itan on the agenda"W3.S No:rma.n Lear's discussion of 
Liberty Day. On Decanber 7, a rally is planned at Madison Square 
Garden tb celebrate the spirit of liberty. The rally will be 
called I love Liberty. The . event will be a celebration of oUr 
liberty and the pride we have for our flag and country. 

The next meeting of the Board of AdvisOrs will be announced in 
the fall by Tony Podesta. 

# # # # 
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FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN WAY 

A PROJUSAL }"DR FUNDING 

People for the American Way 
1015 18th Street, N.W . . Suite 300 
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INTRODUCTION 

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY is a national. nonpartisan, nonprofit educational 
organization ~hose programs work to preserve a climate in which every citizen has 
the right to believe, worship, think and speak freely, and encourages the broad public 
exercise ·of these Constitutional rights. PEOPLE FOR believes that such a national 
public education program requires community-based activities for maximum impact and 
effectiveness. There is a clear need to build a national network of individuals who will 
actively work in their communities to develop an atmosphere which encourages3reedom of 
thought, speech and religion. 

This proposal requests funds from the Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation to initiate 
a national citizen education, action and communications program. This program, called 
Friends of the American t\'ay, will identify, organ ize and train "Friends" in communi ties 
around the country who will serve as PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY spokespersons in their 
communities and will engage in a range of public awareness and education activities. This 
proposal o'utlines the rationale and scope of such an undertaking and details how the pro­
qram will be organized, staffed and budgeted. 

PROBLEM STATEMENT 

The American democratic experience is rooted in a profound belief that a collection 
of peoples can 'pursue diverse interests, ' h.old conflicting values and believe in a 
multitude of religions -- and still govern themselves harmoniouslY~ Tolerance is an 
absolute necessity in our pluralistic society. Ultimately, our freedom depends ~s much 
upon the national mood and our fellow citizens' attitudes as on the Constitution and 
the Bill of Rights. 

That mood has turned ugly over the past several years. Times of rapid social change 
always produce individuals and organizations who claim our constitutional liberties 
are luxuries we can afford only during ' more stable 'times. During this troubled time 
in American life, a number of anti-deID9cratic organizations have sprung up to press 
for "order" to control what they view as the "chaos" of social change. Foremost among 
them is Mo'ral Majority I Inc., although it is only one group within a much larger radical 
movement. l . 

The 
.co.untry" 
agenda. 
control, 
body the 

expressed goal of this movement ' is to "overturn the present structure in this 
by "Christianizing America." ' But behind this crusade .·is an even more chilling 
One of the movement' s leaders wa.rns that "aft~r. · th~ Christian Major'i ty takes . 
pluralism will be seen as immoral and evil, "and, the state will -not permit any­
right to 'practice eviL" , . 

Moral majoritarian groups urge Americans to view anyone who is different as a 
sinner and anyone who won't conform to a narrow orthodoxy as un-American. By making 
their religious tenets the test of true patriotism, moral majoritarians threaten the 
First Amendment rights of all citizens to participate fully and equally in American 
life. 

Such intolerance is not new. Movements committed to the politics of intolerance 
and resentment are never far from the surface of American life. What sets the moral 
rnajoritarians apart, however, are their impressively-funded and highly-sophisticated 
communication campaigns. Their ~bility to harness national print and broadcast 
media for "religious" programilling magnifies the reach and impact of their dogmatic 
and intolerant messages to an extrdordinary degree. People identified through 
electronic media are then organized into effective state and local organizations 
through a coordinated program of computerized mailing, ne .... ·sletters, rallies, conventions and 
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and seminars.2 

While citizen activity is essential to democracy, moral majoritarian efforts 
often lead to the imposition of values and beliefs upon others. The moral 
majoritarians' belief that there is only one self-e'vident truth leaves no room for 
debate and discussion. 

PEOPLE FOR believes that there is a clear need to build a national network of 
individuals who win actively work in their communities to develop an atmosph.~re which 
encourages freedom of thought, speech, and religion. 

PROGRAM PROPOSAL 

PEOPLE FOR proposes to launch a national Friends of the American Hay program to 
help counter the wave of fear, intolerance and narrowness being generated by mora l 
majoritarians. The goal of the Friends program is to help citizens work in their com­
munities to build an atmosphere of understanding, freedom and tolerance. PEOPLE FOR will 
encourage Friends to engage in ~hree specific community-based activities. 

o serve as local spokespersons by appearing on local radio and TV shows, 
meeting with the local press and speaking before civic groups, 

o help ensure that local media present balanced views on a range of contro­
versial issues 

o organize broad community participation in efforts to ' counter moral majoritarian 
attacks on schools and libraries 

PROGRAM SCOPE 

Our, current small group of identified potential Friends will be, systematically 
expanded into a national, broadly-representative citizens network. Friends will be actively 
recrui ted through the church , civic. business and labOr 'orga'nizations that support PEOPLE 
FORls efforts , (see Append,ix 1). Friends need not be established community leaders but 

' should inClude' concerned in"dividuals with l eadership potential. ' We recognize that potential 
Friends will not always live in' communities where constitutional liberties are under attack. 
We. plan to emphasize , community-based friends activities in those southern and midwestern 
states where the moral majoritarians are conducting 'specific campaigns. These states 
include but are not limi.ted to Alabama, Arkansas, Georgi~( I~li.nq~s, .. Indiana .. Louisiana, 
Michigan, North Carolina, opio, .Tennessee; '~exas and Virginia. 

Over the next twelve months, . we will institute a number of intensive public education 
projects in states where the moral majoritarians are most active, as well as broaden the 
range of materials and technical assistance we provide Friends. 

Community Speakers 

PEOPLE FORI s national office has been inundated by requests fro~ civic organizations, 
television and radio talk shows and newspapers asking for · speakers to discuss and debate 
the principles of American ciemocrac.y and the issues being raised by the moral majoritarians. 

The Friends program will identify individuals willing to serve as local PEOPLE FOR 
spokespersons. The thousands of reque~ts for speakers will be matched with local Friends. 
PEOPLE FOR also will he~p Friends initiate speaking engagements in their communities. 
After revie· ... ing the number and geographic distribution of requests we've received for spokes 
persons, .... e have established an initial goal of identifying and training a minimum of 1,000 
Friends as spokespersons over the next 12 months. PEOPLE FOR will provide friends with the 
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educational materia ls and technical assistance they need to become informed, articulate 
speakers at the grass roots level. 

Specifically, we wil l provide Friends with: 

o a Speaker' s Manual which will contain background material On constitutional 
freedoms, with special emphasis o n freedom of belief and speech, separation 
of church and state and a review of issues being discussed by moral majori ­
tar ian groups. The manua l will a l so contain sampl e speeches and a question­
and- answer review. The manual wi ll be produ ced as a l ooseleaf notebook that 
Can be periodically updated to keep it current. 

o a monthly bulletin that . provides news o n moral ma j oritarian activities and 
discusses a variety of public i-ssues 

o assistance from PEOPLE FOR research staff: an swe~s to specific questions; and 
help in developing speeches, letters to the editor and other specific approaches 
to issues of importance in , their communi ties 

Media Fairness 

Moral majoritarian leaders have raised millions of dollars to purchase air time 
on hundreds of television stations for their "religious" programs . A handful of TV 
evangelists have successfully monopOlized the airwaves, leaving viewers with the 
impression that the opinions expressed are the only religious, moral positions on a 
wide range of important public issues. 

\ 
An ex~mination of transcripts from Rev. Jerry Falwell ' s "Old-Time Gospe l Hour" 

and Rev. Pat Robertson's "700 Club ," for example, reveal a persistent pattern of 
controver'sia1 statements skillful ly woven into the programs ' re l igious framework so 
that the politica'l and the religious blur and merge .. During one recent "700 Club" 
broadcast, for instance , Rev. Robertson criticizeq the nomination 0f Juoge Sandra D. 
O ' Connor to the u.s. Supreme Court, attacked t h e Equa l Rights Amendment and made cont ro­
versial statements about abortion a nd federal aid to church schools. 

Thes,e na~io~allY-br~,adcast reli~ious ~rograms I '~ne-si~ed p~esent~ti~flS of' important 
public issue'S have gone unchalle'nged by both national or.ganizations and loca l community 
leaders. The 'Federa l Commurlications Cqmmission'!5 Fai·rnes-? Doc~rine, used b y · individuals 
and organizations who want ' to respond to controve,rs.ial ' broadc~sts, has ' ne"';'e'r 'been system­
atical ly used to request time to respond to controversi,il opinions and statements made 'on 
religious programs . 

With PEOPLE FOR 's support, University ':of Richmond professor and Friend of the 
American Way Dr. Robert Alley monitored several local broadcasts of "The Old-Time Gospel 
HOllr" and "The 700 Club" and carefu lly r ecorded their content~ He then formally requested 
time on two local stations to respond to the controversial statements. included in these 
broadc.a~ts. Both stations granted Dr. Alley ' s request to respond to Rev. Falwell and 
Rev, Robertson on two public affairs programs aired d.uring August 1981. This effort may 
very wel l be the first tiJne the Fairness Doctri ne has been used to challenege the con t ent 
of a religious broadcast~ 

PEOPLE FOR proposes to identify and rec'ruit Friends in each of the 216 U.S. media 
mar:kets. These friends will monitor religious b roadcasts and encourage local media 
outlets to provide time when appropriate for citizens to present contrasting views. 
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Specifically, PEOPLE FOR will provide technical assistance to he1p Friends gain 
access to local media so they can expand the discussion of important public issues in 
their communities. Such assistance will include: 

o a Media Action kit that contains detailed information on the provisions of 
the Fairness Doctrine and a step-by-steP . 9uide on how to request air time 
to present contrasting views 

o monitor ing nationally-broadcast religious programs and sending Media 
Action Alerts to members when statements by moral majoritar~ans demand a 
a timely response 

o coordinat ing local legal assistance when broadcasters deny Friends the 
opportunity to respond to controversial statements of public importance 

Schools and Librari es 

Moral majoritarians have launched a systematic, national campaign to ban school text 
and library books and muzzle classroom discussions of ideas. This effort is coordinated 
by two increasingly influential o rgan izations: Mel and Norma Gabler's Texas-based Educa­
tional Research Analysts; and Phyllis SChlafly 's Eagle Forum (which recently declared 
victory on i ts Stop-ERA ca~paign and created a "Stop Textbook: Censorship committee" to 
coordinate its next major battle). 

This censorship movement aims to "purge" all books and classroom discussions · that 
question the existence of absolute truth, imply that there may be more than one answer 
t o a question or introduce ideas that are alien to the moral majoritarian world view. 3 

Mel and Norma Gabler warn parents in their nationally-distributed newsletter: 

As long as the schools continue .to teach ABNORMAL ATTITU DES and ALIEN THOUGHTS, 
we caution ·parents NOT to urge their · children to . pursue high grades or class 
discussion, because the harder students work, the great~r their chance of 
brai nwashing. 4 

A new national survey · documents the increasing success of ·this nati-onal censorship 
campaign.S .More ~han half of the school librarians and administra,tors working on state-

. level textbook: and curriculum ·issues named the Gablers when asked if anyone group had · 
influenced state textbook ddoption procedures. The majo~ity . of state-leve~ chal~enges 
focused on ideas such as · "secular h umants m .... 6 evolution and agnostic views. :. Host ·would-be 
cen~ors in those cases used argcinents developed by out-of-·stat~ organ:izations~ (1j.nother 
survey taken by the American . Library ·Association reported a · five-fold leap in censorship 
attempts during the 1980-81 school year.) 

PEOPLE FOR believes ~hat all segments of a community have a right and r~sponsibility 
to participate fully in the decision-making process of their school board and .library . 
committee~ We believe it is important that the final decision .on text and library books 
and school curricula reflect the community's diverse interests. unfortunately·, all too 
often, 'single individuals or sma ll groups have stampeded a school board, libary committee 
or tex.tbOok review commission into removing books or altering curricula. 

Our Friends of · the American Hay Schools and Library Project aims to preserve the 
schools' vital role of teaching children how to think . Horal majoritarians, on the 
other hand, are involved. in a full-scale effort to dictate what children ought to think 
by "purging" books, discussions and even ideas from the nation I s classrooms. 
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National organizations that represent educators are currently providing a variety 
of model programs and technical assistance to teachers, librarians and school administrator 
~ho want to protect themselves, their programs and their teaching materials from attack. 
PEOPLE FOR·s Schools and Libraries Project will utilize excellent materials that have 
already been produced. However, we will expand the reach and effectiveness of these effort 
by involving active citizens in community-based efforts to combat censorship. 

Specifically, we will provide Friends with: 

o a Schools and Libraries Action kit which will contain a step-by-step guide on how 
to establish a formal procedure for reviewing s chool curriculum, teaching materials 
and library books. The kit will also contain a review of the curriculum and books 
most often attacked by would-be censors 

o periodic reports which will provide up-to - date · information about moral majoritarian 
attacks on schools and libraries 

o technical assistance on how to develop strategies and programs that meet their 
commun i ties' needs 

PROGRAM REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 

A committee of the Board of Advisors, chaired by Rev. Dr. Charles Bergstrom, 
Executive Director, Office of Government Affairs of the Lutheran Council in the U.S., 
will periodically review the Friends program to ensure we are meeting our objectives 
The committee will be assisted in its review ~y quarterly reports summarizing activities 
prepared by the Friends Program Director. In addition, we will conduct periodic mail 
surveys of Frie nds to obtain their views, followed by staff field visits to ensure that 
our program and materials are meeting ~riends' needs. 

BUDGET AND STAFF 

The Friends program is a staff-intensive effort. Supervision and overall 
direction of the p~ogram wil~ be provided by Anthony T.Podesta, Executive Director 
of PEOPLE FOR, and Helen Kelley, PEOPLE FOR Education ·Director. Kate Sheaffer, Friends 
Prog~am Director, will. direct the spec.ific Friends program activities and coordinate the 

. production of materials and Acti~n· kits. · ?iper. Phillips ~ilJ. · serve as staff a ssistant; 
\<lith primary responsibility for ident;.ifying, recruiting ·a~d corrunu~icating ·wi.th .Friend.s 
(Appendix 2) ~ . . . 

Other PEOPLE FOR staff will help produce materials and Action kits for Friends. 
Appendix 3 profiles these ·staff members and details their involvement in Friends. The 
salaries of these people have been paid for by other funding sources and are not a part 
of this ·proposaL· 

The Friends program budget is $76,525. These funds will cover the salaries of 
Friends· staff and the development, production and distribution of resource materials. 
Administrative program costs, including secretarial assistance, office space, phones, 
postage and travel will be provided · by PEOPLE FOR's funds. Thus, we seek funding only 
for the key components of the Friends program. A budget summary appears as Appendix 4. 



FOOTNOTES 

1. We use the generic term "moral majoritarian O
' throughout this proposal to describe 

both national leaders and local activists within a broad coalition of anti-democratic 
groups that have been increasing their influence on American society for the past decade. 
While Moral Majority, Inc. is often the most visible, there are virtually hundreds of 
well-funded organizations that seek to discourage our First Amendment freedoms of speech 
and expression; impose their view of the family by repealing child-abuse and spouse-abuse 
laws; dictate what children learn by attacking curricula that presents questions and choicef 
to students and preach to us on Sunday that there is only one Christian way to ' view a 
range of political decisions, including Supreme Court nominees, defense budgets and foreign 
relations. Among the key groups: The Religious Roundtable, Moral Majority, National 
Christian Action Coalition, Christian Voice, Eagle Forum, Free Congress Research and 
Education Foundation, Educational Research Analysts, Concerned Women for America, James 
Robison Evangelical Association and the "Old-Time Gospel Hour." 

2. Recent examples include: 

a An Indiana coalition, led by Moral Majority Executive Board Member Greg Dixon, 
has succeeded this year in amending the state's child abuse laws on the grounds 
that the state should not interfere with a ~an's Biblical right to discipline 
his family. 

o In June, , the Louisiana state senate approved a resolution to invest,igate exposure 
of school children to "s~c\llar h\lJTlanism" and to create a special l .egislative 
education corrunittee to "remove every textbook talking about. immoral stuff." 

3. Censorship groups attack texts that challenge their distorted vision of "the good old 
days." Would-be censors want to purge texts that discuss slavery, the persecution of 
Native Americans, the struggle for women's rights, Vietnam and watergate. Discussions of 
any issues are discouraged, but debates 'ah9ut the .American system of government are P?lrti­
cularly threatening to the InOral .majoritarians. For example, the North Carolina Moral 
Majority attacked a social ' studies text that asked students to discuss the pros and cons ' 
of fed~ralism. Their objection was that federalism has no "cons." 

4. The North 'Carolina Moral Majority recently ~istributed to over 8,000 families around 
the state a 2B-page list of "offensive" textbooks and a set of instructions on how to 
protest these books at 'the state and ' lo'cal level~ An affiliated . group . called Parents 
Activety Concerned has -distributed a list of 26 don'ts for' students that include,: 
don't exchange "opinions'" on political or social issues a~d don't discuss the .future 
or governments in class. In a "r'evie'w" ·distributed .by the Gablers', ' a textbook guide is 
attacked for suggesting that teachers plan' a discussion of the hypothesis "computers 
are incapable of creative thinking and cannot replace man." The objection: "Infers (sic) 
that there can he InOre than one ans ..... er." 

5. Limiting What Students ~hall Read: Books and Other Learning Materials in our Public 
Schools: How They are Selected and How They are Removed, Association of American Publishers, 
American Library Association and Association for 5~pervision and Curriculqrn Development, 
July 31, 1981. 

6. The catch-all term "secular humanism" is used to describe an array of perceived evils 
and political enemies that can be blamed for all for society's ills. The National Congress 
for Educational Excellence has published a list of nearly 300 words and phrases to help 
parents target "hurnanisti.c programs" in local schools and communities. These "tipoff" 
words include "academic rre,edam," "analysis, ", "ci tizenship," "democracy," values, and 
"racism." Rev. Tim LaHaye's book Battle of the Hind further defines "secular humani.sm": 
"Oh, they don't call it humanistic. They label it democracy, but they mean hum,anism, 
in all its atheistic, amoral depravity." 
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Mr. Ted Ashley 
Forner Board O1a j nnan 
'farner BTothers, Jnc. 

Mr. Jjm Autry 
Vice President & General 
Manager, Magazine Publishing 
Meredith . Corporation 

Ms. Marjorie Craig Benton 
United States Representative 
to UNICEF 

The Rev. Dr . O1arles Bergstran 
~ecutive Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Lutheran Council in the United 
States of Arrerica 

Mr. Philip L. Blach-well 
Campus Minister 
University of Chi~ 

Toe Reverend CI aude Broach 
Director 
Ecumenical Institute of 
'~ake Forest Uni versi ty and 
Belmont Abbey Coilege 

Mr. Edgar M. Bronfman 
Chainman & Chief Executive Officer 
Joseph E. Se3.0ararns & Sons , Inc. 

The Right Reverend .John Coburn .· 
Bishop; Episcopal Diocese . 

." 9£ Massachusettes 

1Ifr. NOlln3.n Cousins 
Editor & Author -

Dr. Jarres M. Dunri 
Executive Director 
Baptist J oint CO~ttee on 
-Public Affairs 

Ms. lfarion Wright EdeJ..rnM 
President 
Children's Defense FUnd 

-Mr. Andrew Heiskell 
Chainn:m 
Ne» York Public Library 

Father 'Il1eodore Hcsburgh 
Presi dent -
University of Notre Dame 

~fonsib'l10r George Higgins 
Adjunct Lecturer 
Departrrent of Theology 
Catholic University 

TIle Reverend M. Wil liam Howard 
President 
NaUollal Council of Omrches of 
Olrist in the USA 

~~ . Shirley Hufstedler 
Beardsley I Hufstedler & Kauble 

TIle Honorable Harold Hughes 
FOI'JJ'er Senator fran IOl.\'a 

The. Honorable Barbara" Jordan 
Professor 
lBJ School of Public Affairs 
University of Texas 

Mr. Lane Kirkland 
President · 
AFL-CIO 

Mr. NOITnall Lear 
Wr;iter & Producer· 

The Honorable Jo~· V. Lindsay; Esq. 
Webster & Sileffield 

Dr. David Math€'\\'s 
" Educato~ 

Bishop J~s K. Mathews 
Uni ted Methcxiis t Dmrch 

Mr. J . . Irwin Mil l er 
OJailman, Executive Carrnittee · 
Cll'nmnS Engine Conpany 

I.~ . Joyce D. Miller 
pjesid~nt 

Coalition of Labor Union Waren 



N(.".vton mn~, ESQ. 
Si dney &. Austin 

Mr. Frederick 0' Neal 
President Emeritus 
Catholic Interracial Co'IDcil 

Dr . . Samuel B. Proctor 
Mini s ter Abyssinian S:lptist ClUTch , . 
Senior Professor of Educatlon 
Rutgers University 

Dr. Gene Reeves 
Dean 
Meadvill~-loTbard TI1oological Seninary 

Ms. Eileen Rockefeller 
Environmental Consultant 

Ms. Naani Santana 
Convenor 
Nosotros 

Mr. Stanley K. Sheinbauro . 
Econtmist 
Regent 

. University of Californi~ 

)~. Ruth Carter Stapleton 
President 

' Behold, Inc.' 

)~. Margery Tabankin 
Executive Director 

. ARC4 Foundation . 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
"Inter-Religious ,Affairs Director 
American .Jewish ~tt~ -

Mr. William P. Thcxrpson 
Stated Clerk 
11,e General Assembly of the United 
Presbyterian Church 

Mr. William Velasquez 
Executive Director . ', 
·sOuthwest Voter 
Registration Project 

Bethuel M: Webster, Esq . 
111"ebst er & Sheff ield 

Dr. Colin Williams 
Senior FellON 
Aspen r nsti tute 
FOlTrer Dean 
Yale University 
School of Divinity 

Ms . Edna \Yolf 
Executive Director 
S 'Nai B'rith W~n 

.' 



: 

APPENDIX 2 

FRIENDS PROGRAM STAFF BIOGRAPHIES 

TONY PODESTA is PEOPLE FOR's E~ec~t~ve Director. He was previously with the office 
of the General Counsel of the ,International Association of Machinists. He has served 
as an Assistant United States Atto'rne'y' in the District of Columbia, ~s an 'organizer 
and lobbyist for Common Cause, ana as a researcher and editor for the Citizen Research 
Foundation. 

KATE SHEAFFER, Friends Program Director, fonnerly was on the staff of Vice President 
Mandale, where she was responsible for planning and supervising the vice PresiClent's 
contacts with local officials and business and community leaders. She has served as 
administrative assistant to two Wisconsin governors, serving as their public policy 
liaison with civic organizations and community groups. Ms. Sheaffer has a B.A. in 
Sociology and Psychology. . 

PIPER PHILLIPS, Friends Program Staff Assistant, worked as an Educational Development 
.J:" ·.'7spefialist .with the. U . . S. Immigration and Naturalization Service. Ms. Phillips, who 

holds a Masters De'gr~e" · · i·n· ·s~c·i ·ai· Educat.ion, J:las . . taught school and .. l)a~ .long been active 
in local citizen efforts to improve special . education. 

.. 
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APPENDIX 3 

PEOPLE FOR STAFF PARTICIPATING IN FRIENDS PROGRAM 

NANCY DEBEVOISE , Media~Campaign Director and News letter Editor, was an independent 
writer, editor and public education ~pecialist before joining REOPLE FOR. ,She has 
produced publications and directed projects for a number of gov~rnme;'t agenc'te'~ a~'d 
nonprofit organizations. In directing several national media access campaigns, Ms. 
Debevoise has worked with a number of media fairness organizations, broadcasters and 
their legal representatives and other broadcast communications experts. Ms . Debevoise 
will help develop the Media FairneSs _Action Kit and the Information Bulletin for 108al 
co~~unity speakers . 

HELEN KELLEY , Education Director, was ACTION's Deputy Associate Director and Director 
of that agency' S ' Older Amer.icans Volunteer Program before joining PEOPLE FbR. From 
'1963-1977 she was President of Immaculate ,Heart College in Los Angeles , where she had 
previously been a professor. ··Ms. Kelley wi'li participat.e in the develop'ment ,of- .the 
Schools and Libraries Program. ---...... ' '''-''.'.,.-

"f.,:,.;g:.';.~':::<:;:~.","l'- '. ___ , ' .. '- '.. •. . , . _.' 
·;:'·· MARCIE· RICKUN , . Researcn/I,nfqr~tion .. Coor.dil?~tor .\OI"a~ " former l,y th~ Pro;3ram 9 .ft;icer , of .. ... - " 

the Area Foundation. pr.eviou·sl'y, Ms~'- Hickun ' was- 'the Ass{stant' Chief of -the- w'ashington~~ana, .' .. r' 
. DJ. vision for the Distric~ of Columbia Public Library System and worked as a reference Librar: 
at the Library of Congress. Ms. Rickun, a member of ' the 'American Library Associat i on and . 
the National Association of Lit~rary AdVance, will be available to help Friends with spe~ 
cific research assi tan~e. · .. .. - . 

SUE VOGELSINGER, ·Press apq Speaker:,L,?ureau ·Director;. was t he Hedia Relations Director of 
the White House Conference on" Smali , B~sin~ss before she joined ' PEOPLE 'FOR. Ms. ~ V.ogelsinger 
also co-ordinate~ the press ofii~e 'for' the \977 " I~a~gural Comm.i"ttee, · and wa's 'il " ~~'aff member _ 
of ,the Epilepsy Foundation .of America and the whi'"te Hous:e press o'ffice. Ms.' Vogelsinger 
will help develop 'the Speakers Manual and will h elp Il)atch. up ' r«;!quests 'for s'pe~kers with 
loca l friends. 

• 
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FRIENDS BUDGET 

JANUARY 1982 - DECEMBER 1982 

I. Staff Salarie s $43,500 

II. Friends Program 
Material Preparation, Publication 
and Distribution 

A. Speakers' Manual (1,000) 

B. Media Fairness Kit (500) 

C. schools and Libraries Action Kit (2,000) 

D. Friends Monthly Bulletin (2 , 000) 

;·····f'fI.:.}?· Local L~~al Support for Media Fairness Proje.ct 

$ 7,250 

$ 1,875 

'$10 , 500 

$ 8 , 400 

$ 5 , 000 

$76,525 

NB: This 'budget does · not in,~luC?e _funds .; for . th.e administr.ative costs of . the ._Progralf! • . 
These costs will be paid for out - o~ the general" ope:t;a-t 'ing ' re ''';e~nu'es ot" p-EopiE ~FOR . -In . ' 
Qd¢lition, we . are not allocating the cost of the four staff me'mbers whq. will.be partially 
involved in' the Friends Program. Their ' sala.ries are provided for from other. revenu,e 
sources . 

, 



NORMAN LEAR 

l~rch 25, 1981 

Dear Marc: 

Enclosed is a ,copy of the speech 
I will be delivering tomorrow evening 
when I receive the l.illiam O. Douglas 
First Amendment Awa:rd from the Los 
Angeles County Bar Association's 
Public Counsel. I':n be repeating 
these remarks on Sunday, March 29, 
in Boston, before the Ford Hall Forum. 

If you have the opportunity to 
look it over, I will be very interested 
in your comments a 

Best regards, 



3 March 1981 

Dear Member of the Board of People for the American Way. 

I thought that it might be useful to share with you the concern that I 
have already communicated to Norman lear about an item included with a 
recent mailin9 from People for the American Way . 

The newspaper article, "Book Censorship ~Jave Seen in the Wake of Conservative 
Political Victories," by Larry Green, reprinted from the Los Angeles Times, 
presents unsubstantiated charges that "feminist groups" are engaged in 
efforts to censor library materials. 

Although all examples cited of attempts to remove materials from libraries 
are tracked to conservative religious individuals or organizations, Green's 
information source. Judith F. Krug of the American Library Association, 
goes on to say [in a mixture of direct quotation and paraphrase by Green]: 

"Al though most censorship attempts originate with groups generally considered 
conservative. Krug said. the feminist movement has been just as guilty, 
attempting to remove from libraries 'images of the women that (feminists) 
perceive to be contrary to their goals.' For example, Krug sees it as a 
threat to freedom when feminists say they want material showing the degradation 
of women to be banned. arguing 'that this is not censorship, it is merely a 
higher good.'" 

This method of associating lithe feminist movement ll (not the specific actions 
of specific individuals, be it noted) in vague but agitating terms with 
documented actions of non-feminists to suppress freedom of information seems 
to me precisely the sort of irresponsible. fear-mongering behavior against 
one's fellow cit.~zens that People for the American Way seeks to oppose. 
Shouldn't it have been apparent to someone - Norman Lear, Larry Green, or 
even Judith Krug - that this blunderbuss attack on people seeking social 
change simply defends and obscures the racist, sexist status quo? (Krug and 
her counterpart in the National Council of Teachers of English. Edward Jen­
kinson, also try to misrepresent the Council on Interracial Books for Children 
as "censors. It) 

Where censorship ;s concerned, it is necessary to make intelligent distinctions 
in order to defend_the First Amendment without abridging the political right of 
citizens to dissent from establishment ideas. Criticism of bias in library 
material is not censorship. particularly when the purpose of the criticism is 
to achieve greater diversity, not less, and access to a greater variety of 
information, not less, in those materials. Criticism is not "banning" either, 
a word that Krug uses far too casually and inaccurately. 

I do not wish to belabor these points, although I will admit to considerable 
frustration at having to combat Krug's and Jenkinsonls "big lie" approach in 
yet another supposedly enlightened and bias-avoiding organization. My main 
concern is to use this present occasion to reaffirm that critical examination 
of onels own assumptions and biases must be a continuing effort of those trying 
to learn to be effective and honorable citizens of a democracy. If People for 
the American v.lay wants to achieve its "goal of appealing to the best instincts 
in people, not their fears and anxieties," it must exemplify that ideal in its 
own communications. 

Twiss Butler, Coordinator 
Education Task Force. Texas N.O.W. 
18507 Point Lookout Drive 
Houston, Texas 77058 
713/333-4764 



D R AFT 

Dear 

As you may know, I am a member of the "Board - of 

Advisors of PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY, an educational, 

non-profit institution. Its purpose is to clarify and 

reinforce the time-honored values of our society--pluralisrn, 

freedom of experience, freedom from dogma--and to address 

what we see as a great threat to these values, the rise of 

the New Religious Right. 

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY wiliprovide video materials, 

speeches, written papers and other educational materials which 

will e~courage debate and confront the climate of fear, 

antagonism and intolerance created by extremist groups. 

Norman Lear, the group's founder, developed and produced 

three television spots last Fall which reached 20 million 

Americans. The spots and direct mail effort generated a 

tremendous interest ~n the organization from the media and 

from thousands of individuals. 

To meet the media's demand for interviews and information, 

we have established a national communications network within 

each state: This network of select members from every 

sector, will be called "FRIENDS OF PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN 

WAY" (or FRIENDS). I would like to invite and encourage 

you to become a FRIEND, and join many disting~ished Americans 

and ·FRIENDS such as · John Gardner, John Brademas, 

and Our goal is to have eminent FRIENDS in 

. each large community who will be famili a r with PEOPLE FOR THE 

AMERICAN WAY through materials provided by them; who will be 



.r 

willing to appear on local television/radio talk shows and 

meet with local press; who will assist in c·oordinating 

efforts to secure air time for the public service announcements; 

.and who will be able to help identify local salient issues which 

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY could address. · 

The responsibilities of a FRIEND, although not too 

time consuming, will demand a commitment from you. We 

estimate that you will need to devote a maximum of three hours 

per month for the review of materials and possible media inter­

view, etc. 

Please fill out the enclosed card with your correct name 

and address and mail it as soon as possiple. And if you 

have any questions. or would like to discuss the organization 

and your involvement further, please call Sandra Slater the 

National Coordinator for FRIENDS at: (212) 980-9550, or 

in my office here at the at: They 

will be happ'y to talk to you and give you any additional 

information. 

Again, let me stress how important this organization is 

and how valuable your participation could be. 

Sincerely, 



~N8C 

April 23. 1981 

Dear Rabbi Tanenho.urn.: 

Just enclosing xerox of my rasume 

SO you Will have better idea concerning my backBround. 

Glad to have spoken with you today • • 

I encourage you to go to Tokyo. 

my best , 



AVROM ZARITS~Y 

NBC 
30 Rock ~ f e ller Center 
Ro om J ;.:j9 

Date of Birth: June 17, 1935 
Married - two· children 
Office Phone: 6~4-4873 

New y r;, --.I, IN. Y. 1 0020 

Prof€~?i0nal Experience: 

NCl .l · ;.' '''.~ a l Broad c asting Company - Television 

ClI.t:l.'~ n,!:-ly employ e d as Producer on NBC Magazine show - with David 
n ,:, j ,"': '< l l~Y . From 1978 to" 1980 was Producer on Prime Time Saturday 
wi t,! : 'I'om Snyder , Produce r on the Today Show, NBC Weekend News 
wi th ,Jes sica Savitch, and a Producer on several 1nstant specials 
d e i,ding with Camp David Sununit, President Carter ' 5 trip to the 
Midd le East, and the Pope's visit to the U.S. All involved 
produc ing ' segments, field producing and writing. , 
NBC S'ureau Chief in Israel - October 1975-1977 - work involved 
c,.11 ~;:'r i .:l1 and production functions plus administrative and financ j ell 
ov(' cseeing of the bureau with a perman.ent· an.d freelance staff of 
2 0 pe rso ns. 

Field Produce r on President For~'s trip . to Helsinki and Europe, · 
Septembe r 1975. 

Produce r on hour documentary White Collar Crime, June ' 1, 1975. 

Pp":'ucer, director and writer on NBC Special, Sadat and Rabin - !:~ 
~:!:· __ ~~a r , April I, 1975. 

Producer and writer on Of Women and Men - a three-hour special, 
Januar y ' 9 , 1975. 

Producer , director and writer of t he .hour documentary Sinai, J u ly J 0 , 
1 97 3 . Wi nner of the 1974 National Headliners Award as "Outstanding 
Oo:"'ume ntary by a Network" and Special Jury Award for "Outstanding 
Ach i e vement" at the Sevent eenth Annual ' San Francisco ·Internationa.l 
Fi lm Fe stival. 

Fro m June 1969 to June 1 974 I ' produced , wrote and directed features 
f or the NBC News magazine shows First Tuesday, Chronolog (winne r o f 
an Emrny Awa:rd) and NBC News Special Edition. Features produced 
included: 

'I'he Panov Story (interviews wi th Lawrence Olivier, Joanne 
Woodward and Beverly Sills), Arab Tourists in I srael, The 
Munich Crisis, Fame , Eleanor and F.D.R., Methadone: (nominated 
f or a p'eabody Award), Spi r itualism , Life in a Harem, The 
College Lecture Circuit, Organ Music . The Kabouters of HollDnd, 
King Hussein. Some of these features also entailed on-the-air 
reporting and interviews. 
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In "August 1969, I was sent to the Soviet union to negotiate a 
contract with Novosti for futu're filming for First Tuesday. In 
October 1969 returned to Moscow for three weeks to produce a 
fe.ature on Moscow University. 

HE, ,;,~ a rch in Israel for President of NBC News - April and May 1969. 

Wt'iter and field director for NBC documentary The R"ussians in the 
M~~ i t erranean - March 1969. Winner of the Overseas Press Club Award. 

NBC. Pr o'ducer for election night coverage at Pres i dent Johnson I 5 ranch , 
NO\'l~ 'Dber 1968. 

Writ~ r for NBC News Specials: 

Space Spocial - The Walk on the Moon - July 1969. 
Senator l\.ennedy's "Puneral - June 1968. 
Assassination of Martin Luther King - April 1968. 
The Resignation of President Johnson - March 1 968 . 
The President ' s Commission on Civil Disorders - March 1968. 

, 
ThG d i rector, writer 

' R~"n'.lb lic and Haiti. 
and reporter for ' documentaries on Dominican 
Ai.r.ed Jan uary 1968 on Frank McGee Report. 

Nel,- ~ , Editor and Field Director - NBC documen·tary on the Six Day Wat- _ 
(W~::; s tationed ' in Israel from June 8 - July 1 1 to work on documentary. 
Dud :Ig this period, also served . as news ass i gnment edi tor - entailed 
.assigning . correspondents to stories.) 

News Editor.: 
.crisis. 

NBC News Special J une 5th and 6th, 1 ·967 on the Mid-East 

F"i. ~' J. c Producer and Director in Israel: November- Decembe·r 1966 for 
d Qcume ntary on Frank McGee Report , concern i ng I sraelis borders. 

Me mber of News Staff for Frank McGee Report, April 1967" to December 
1968 and Sche rer Macneil Report, March 1966 to Apr'i l 1967. (Both 
Network news programs. Work entailed writing news, on'-camera 
r e porting, field directing and producing feature segments for show.) 

Newsweek Magazine 

As sociate Editor (International News: writing , editing , reporting), 
Ju l y 1962-March 1966. 

Education 

Yale ,University, New Haven, Connecticut. Graduate Schoo l D~partment 
of International Re l ations. M.A . rece i ved June 1 959. 
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Columbia University, New York, N.Y. Graduate School of Journalism. 
M.S. received June 1960. 

BI·' .... FI'i(! is University, Waltham, .Massachusetts.. Political Science 
m;:Jo,:: , Theatr~ minor. B.A. received June 1957. Phi Beta K~ppa 
l·L~: ·lber . 

Lang :l i'l ::.:.:~!. 

.F r· ·'n~~h and Hebrew 

.. 
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APRIL 1981 REPORT ON PEOPLE FOR ' THE AMERICAN WAY 

FROM: Anthony T. Podesta, Executive Director 

Startin'g this month, we will commence a limited distribution mont,hly briefing 
on the progress of our organizational . activities. Included each month will be 
a packet of clippings designed to provide you with important briefing material 
on PEOPLE FOR and the religious new right. 

We are now past the set-up phase of getting the national office working, under 
the direction of our Treasurer, Al Thomson. The. office has been organized and 
financial and managerial systems have been designed. We have begun working with 
a new direct mail consultant, Craver, Matthews, Smith and Co. and are planning a 
million piecemai1ing . inlateMay. · Theresults· ofourFebruary .mailing are still 
coming in, but the level of interest will clearly ·b~ outstanding. We will have 
fifteen thousand members by the end of this month. 

Norman Le~r has been wor.king closely with Jonathan Derome to produce and create 
the second generation of TV spot messages. This . work will be completed for. 
unveiling ' at the next meeting of the National Advisory Board on June 3rd in 
New York City. These spots are designed to air as free p~blic service announce­
ments. We are also, for the first time. planning to produce public service radio 
announcements as well. . 

The demand for speakers and media interviews continues. Members of the National 
Advisory Board. Friends and staff are scheduled to give speeches .all across the 
country in the next few months. In part for his work in founding PEOPLE .FOR, 
N~rman will be honored in June in Philadelphia with the National Fellowship Award. 
We have recently done interviews with, the Los Angeles Times, the New York Daily 
News, NBC-TV, National Public Radio, Cable Network News,. the National J ewish 
MOI)thly and' a range of local radio and t~levision talk shows. ' In a very .short 
ti~e, PEOPLE FOR has become the major national voice on our issues. 

Our Education Director, Helen Ke.lley, is' putting the final touches on our foundation 
funding proposal, which will be critical to us in terms of obtaining additional 
funding. The first portion of the Sunnen Foundation grant has arrived and immediately 
put to work. The ARCA Foundation is hosting a luncheon for PEOPLE FOR on, June 2nd to 
introduce our efforts to other foundations who may be interested in supporting our 
educational programs. 

Our Research Director, Greg Denier, has designed our information an.alysis system 
and will be providing briefing materials for all spokespeo.ple and for our educational 
programs, Our first newsletter will be distributed in June to our members. 

John Gardner, ~ohn Brademas, and John Anderson have all rece~tly agreed to serve 
as founding' members of Friends of the American Way. Sandie Slater is coordinating 
our efforts to create . the network of loc.al spokespeo.ple to work with us in .the 
communities across the country on a local 1ev:el. We continue to need assistance 
in identifying potential Friends. 

We will be in touch soon. 
always welcome. 

Any comments on this briefing or our other work are 

I 
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TO: Members of the Board of Advisors 

FROM : Robin Rice, Assistant to Tony Podesta 

This is the new Board list. It will be used 
only by other Board members and employees of 
People For The American Way. I will maintain 
and periodically update this list, so if you 
would like your name, address or phone number(s) 
to appear differently, please advise me. 

Thank you. 

'7?~ 
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MR. TID ASHLEY 
Forner Board Chai..rm:m 
Warner Bros., Inc. 
75 Rockefeller Plaza 
Suite #13-08 
New York, NY 10022 

MR. JIM AUI'RY 

BO/\RD OF ADVISORS 
Updated: 11/3/81 

Vice President & General Manager 
Magazine Publishing 
Meredith Corporation 
1716 Locust 
Des Moines, Iowa. 50336 

MS. MARJORIE CRAIG BENTON 
United States Representative to UNICEF 
585 Ingleside Place 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

THE REVEREND DR. CHARLES V. IlERGSTIOoI 
Executive Director, Office of Goverrmental Affairs 
Lutheran COuncil in the United -States of Arrerica 
475 L'Enfant. P1aza, S.W., Suite #2720 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

MR. PHILIP L. BIl\CKWELL 
carrpus Minister 
University of Chicago 
1448 East 53rd Street 
Chicago, Illinois 60615 

THE REVEREND CLAUDE BROACH 
Director of EcurTenical Institute of Wake Forest 

university and Belrront Abbey College 
1715 Hogback Mountain Road 
Tryon, North carolina 28782 

MR.ED3AR M. BRONFM1IN 
Chai..rrran and Chief Executive Officer 
Joseph E. Seagram and SOns, ~c. 
375 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 

HCN. JOHN BUCHANI\N 
Executive Director 
Congressional Sun Belt Council 
241 House Annex 2 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

212/355-2800, ext. 2301-2 
212/484-6331 (0) 

515/284-2444 (0) 
515/996-2501 (h) 
212/557-7671 (NY) 

312/328-4196 

202/484-3950 (0) 
202/978-9781 (h) 

312/753-4056 or 3381 (0) 
312/493-2944 (h) 

. 704/859-6888 

212/572-7000 

202/226-2374 (0) 
202/320-4192 (h) 
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THE RIGHT RE.VEREND JOlIN OOBURN 
Bishop of the Episcopal Dicx::ese of Massachusetts 
1 Joy Street 
BostOn, Massachusetts 02108 

MR. !iI:lRM1\N aJUSINS 
Editor, Author 
UCIA Schcol of Medicine 
IDs Angeles, California 90024 

DR. JAMES M. DUNN 
Executive Director 
Baptist Joint carrnittee on Public Affairs 
200 Maryland Avenue, N.E. 
Washington, D.C. 20002 

MS. MARIAN WRIGHT EDErMAN 
President, Children IS Defense Fund 
1520 New Hanpshire Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

MS. EILEEN == = 
EnviromrentaJ. Consultant 
2041 Polk street, Suite E 

. San Francisco, california 94109 

MR. J\NDRJ'W HEISKELL 
Chairnan, New York Public Library 
Tine-Life Building 
Rockefeller Plaza 
New- York, NY 10020 

FATHER THEIJIXlRE HESBURGH 
Pres:i,.dent, Uni versi ty of Notre Dame 
Notre Darre, Indiana ,46556 

l-DNSIG!iI:lR GEORGE HIGGINS 
Departnent of Theology 
Catholic University 
Washington, D.C. 20064 

THE REVEREND M. WILLIAM HCWARD 
President, National Council of the 

Churches of c::::hrist in the USA 
475 Riverside Drive 
New York, NY 10015 

MS. SHIRLEY HUFSTEDIER 
Beardsley, Hufstedler & Kerrble 
Crocker Bank Building 
611 West 6th Street, Suite 2220 
Los Angeles, California 90017 

617/742-4720 

213/825-8281 (0) 
213/278-1875 (h) 

202/544-4226 (0) 
202/543-4719 (h) 

202/483-1470 

415/885-6015 (0) 
415/751-2575 (h) 
415/986-1705 (answering 

service) 

212/841-3495 (0) 
212/755-8539 (h) 

219/283-6383 

202/635-5660 

212/870-2333 

213/ 626-0671 (0) 
213/790-1637 (h) 



HCN. II1\RJID HUGHES 
Former senato:r: fran Iowa 
P. O. Box 335 
Norwalk, Iowa 50211 

MS. = BAINES JOHNSON 
LIlJ Library 
2313 Red River Street 
Austin, Texas 78705 

THE HCNlRABLE BARBARA JORlll\N 
Professor of Law 
LIlJ ScI)ool of Public Affairs 
University of TeXas . 
Austin, Texas 78712 

MR. IANE KIRKIJ\ND 
President, AFL-cIO 
815 16th street, N.W. 
Wash:ington, D.C. 20006 

MR. ID!W.N lEAR 
writer, Producer 
1901 Avenue of the Stars 
Suite #1600 
Los Angeles, California 90067 

THE HCNlRABLE JOHN V. L1NDSAY, ESQ. 
Webster and Sheffield 
1 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 10020 

DR. DAVID MATl!ENS 
Forner secretary of HEW 
The Chai-les F. Kettering Foundation 
5335 F:ar Hil.Is Avenue 
Daytcn, Ohio 45429 

BISHOP Jl\MES K. MATIID'IS 
united Methodist · Church 
4120 48th Street , N.W. 
washington, D.C. 20016 

MR. J. IFMN MILLER 
Cha.irnan, Executive Cannittee 
CUnmins Engine CoIpany 
301 wash:ington Street 
COlumbus, Indiana 47201 

MS. JOYCE MILLER 
President, Coali ticn of Labor Union Wc:nen 
15 Union Square 
New York, NY 10003 

515/981-0621 

5121474-6464 

5121471-4962 

2021637-5231 

213/553-3600 

212/957-9800 (0) 
212/873-8444 (h) 

513/434-7300 

202/686-0089 

812/372-7211 

212/242-0700 (0) 
201/861-8973 (h) 
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NEWroN M:IN)ol, ESQ. 
Sidley & Austin 
1 First National Plaza, SUite 4 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 

MR. FREDERICK O'NEIlL 
President Eneritus of the Catholic 

Interracial Council 
. 165 West 46th Street 

New York, NY 10026 

DR. SI\MUEL B. POCCIDR 
Minister of ~yssinian Baptist Church 
10 seminary Place 
New Brunswick, New Jersey 08903 

DR. GENE REEVES 
Dean, Meadville-Lrnbard Theological Seminary 
5701 South WexxUawn Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 60637 

MS. NACMI Sl\NI'ANA 
Administrator, Ccmrunity Relations 
Health & 'Hospital Services Corporation 
City of New York 
240 W; 98th Street, #13-A 
New York, NY 10025 

MR. STANLEY K. SHEINBAUM 
Econani.st, Regent, university of california 
345 North Rockingham Avenue 
IDs Angeles, California 90049 

MS. Rm.'H CARl'ER STAPIEroN 
President, Behold, Inc. 
Holovita - Route 1 
Argyle, Texas 76226 

MS. MARGERY TABI\NKIN 
Executive. Director, Area Foundation 
1425 21st Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

RABBI flARC H • . Tl\NNENBAUM 
Inter-Religious Affairs Director 
Arrerican Jewish Ccmnittee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY . 10022 

MR. WILLIAM P. TH= 
Stated Clerk, The General Asserrbly of 

the United Presbyterian O1urch 
475 Riverside Drive, Roam 1201 
New York, NY lOllS 

312/853-7555 (0) 
312/835-3118 (h) 

212/869-0358 (0) 
212/662-3683 (h) 

201/932-7389 (NJ) 
212/862-7474 (NY) 

312/753-4065 (0) 
312/955-2931 (h) 

212/864-7333 

213/472-9541 

817/455-2244 . 

202/822-9193 (0) 
202/659-5611 (h) 

212/751-4000 (0) 
212/459-6656 (h) 

212/870-2005 (0) 
609/921-1542 (h) 
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MR. WIILIl\M VELAS;lUEZ 
201 North St. Mary's 
San . Antonio , Texas 78205 

BEI'HUEL M. WEBSTER, ESQ. 
Webster & Sheffield 
1 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY 10020 

DR. COLIN ·WIILIl\MS 
senior FellCM, Aspen Institute 
Former Dean of Yal~ University 
School of Divinity 
20 Carafa Terrace 
North Haven, COnnecticut 06473 

MS. EDNA IIDLF 
EXecutive Director 
B'nai B'rith Walen 
1640 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

512/222-'-0224 

212/957-9800 

212/759-1053 (0) 
203/281-6720 (h) 

202/857-6600 (0) 
202/338-0454 (h) 
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. NOVEMBER PRCGRESS REroRT ON PIDPLE FUR THE AMERICAN WM 

1. MEMBERSHIP: Our ne,i:>ership continues to <JlXM rapidly. Sate 3,940 
individuals joined us in Novenber and our nurrbers stcod at 51,827 at the 
end of the rronth. More than one million nEmbership applications were 
mailed last rronth. 

2. M)NffiLy Bt.JLI.ErIN: Enclosed is volurre 1, Issue 3 of our Bulletin. 
Additional oopies are available. 

3. ~IC SERVICE ADVERTISING: At least 305 television stations are 
sl'lo.oli.nJ the freedan of ~ression ads across the CXJUI1try. This effort 
has been a great success. Nearly half of the nation's commercial stations 
have s~ the spots at no cost. 

4. I IDVE LIBERI'Y DAY:" I lDve Liberty Day is set for February 22, 
1982. Scheduling cxmflicts in New York have required the event to be held 
at the Sports Arena in IDs Angeles. We anticipate a national television 
broadcast of the event. 

5. I IDVE LIBERl'Y com'EST: The I IDve Lilierty COntest sponsors, in 
cx:xJpeI"ation with Instructor magazine, will be announced on February 22, 
1982. The oontest will be conducted in schools througtx:Jut the Spring and 
winners will be announced on July 4, 1982. 

6. GRASS=: We have just received word that the Mary Reynolds Babc=k 
Foundation W111 fund our pn>pasal to launch a camunity-based awareness and 
public education program. We are conducting" cx:mrunity neetings on an 
experin'ental basis in several cities around the country and will be 
developing further plans in this area. in the · next rronth. 

7. SClKX)IS.AND LIBAARIES PROJEJ:T: . we have launched a rrajor effort to 
re5p)nd to the grc:M"ing climate of censorship and mind control in public 
schools and libraries. The rredi.a, as you can see in the enclosed 
clippings from the New York T.i.nE:s and St. IDuis Dispatch, have 
recognized us as an authority on this subject. We have also appeared on 
several network television shcMs and nurrerous radio programs · discussing 
these issues . I have enclosed a ropy of a ftmding prcp::lsal for the 
Schools and Libraries Project that we have sul::mitted to the New World 
Foundation and others. Carrrents on this project are rrost welcare. 

Anthon~ta 
Executive Director 

Enclosures 

1015 18th Street, N.W • • Suite 300 • Wash., D.C. 20036 • Telephone 202-822-9450 
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SEPTEMBER PROGRESS REPORT ON PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

1. Membership: September was our best month yet for new membership. 
A total of 10.424 members joined last month. We now have 41,305 people who 
have joined wi th us. 

2. 
report. 
on mind 

Quarterly Report: Enclosed is an advance copy of our second quarterly 
~.Je are experimenting with a Special Report insert format -- this one 

control in the schools. Comments would be welcome. Additional copies 
are also available. 

3. Monthly Bulletin: Enclosed is a copy of our ' first monthly bulletin. 
This publication will be issued ten times a year and concentrate on brief items 
drawn from original source material. Comments are welcome. Additional copies 
are available. 

4. PSA Campaign: Our freedom of expression campaign continues to be 
successful. Another 28 stations started airing the spots' for a total of 268 
of the nation's 795 commercial TV stations. We have also received a survey 
research report from the Hart: Research Company. ··The spots wli!:re very favorably 
received by most viewers. More significantly, the spots were seen by respond­
ents a.s dealing with important issues of personal liberty. Copies of the 
report are available. 

5. Speakers Bureau: ~r community speakers program has begun across the 
country. Many Board members spoke on behalf of People for the American Way. 
Arno·ng others. Chuck Bergstrom, Phil Blackwell, James Dunn, Eileen Rockefeller 
Growald, and Norman Lear spoke for us at important events. In ·addition, 
Members and · Friends have :ma9,e appearances in California and Ohio. 

6. Press: We:· did raqio interviews this month in Atlanta, Chicago, 
D.C., Miami. New York City, ·Oklahoma City, Philadelphia and on the Mother Jones 
Network. People for the ~erican Way was featured on the · Sunday morning CBS 
News Show and on the new nationally syndicated CBS news show "Up To The Minute." 
"Entertainment Tonight," a new ABC syndicated program, did a week-long series 
on pressure groups which included an interview with Norman Lear. 

1),'1 ~- ---------
Ant~ony T. Podesta 
Executive Director 

101518thStreet,N.W .• Suite310 • W.sb. D.C. 20036 • Telepbone202-822.9450 o~" 
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DECEMBER PRCGRFSS REPORT ON PEl)PLE FOR THE AMERICAN = 

1. MEMBERSHI~: Decerrber was a good rronth for us: we added 5,822 new 
rrembers. OUr rreJT"bershj..p new numbers 57 ,649. 

2. FOUNDATIOH SUPFORl': We are happy to reIX'rt that four foundations have 
aHarded one year grants to us: The Mary Reynolds Babccx:k Foundation granted 
$25,000 to the Friends ' Program and The Ne\ol World Foundation contributed 
$20,000 to the National Schools and Libraries Project. In addition , we were 
awarded substantial unrestricted grants fran The Fingerhut FOWldation and 
The OlrTmins Engine Foundation. 

3. I IDVE LIBERTI:' DAY: prepurations are proceeding apace. We have 
inforned our rrembers about the event and v/ill encourage them to hold PIDPLE 
FOR gatherings in their hares during the evening. You should have all 
received your invitations by nON. ~']e hop2 you can attend . 

4. MEMBERSHIP r·".E8I'INGS: We held four successful and useful IT'Eetings with 
our merrbers in Atlanta, Ft. Lauderdale, Denver and Austin . Dozens of 
rrembers lTEt with us to discuss the future PTIXJrams of PIDFLE ffiR and to_ see 
our TV spots and film. 

5. MCJri.THLY BlJI..I.EI'IN: Attached is the December-January issue of the 
Bulletlh. We can supply you with rrore copies . 

6 . RKYCLING OF OUR PUBLICATIONS: Dozens of" newspapers, magazines and 
handb::xJks have reprcduced in whole or part, or have written nev,'s pieces and 
editorials about our censorship special report and Bulletin items. 

7. mI'ERIM ANNUAL REPORT: 
copy of which is attached. 

ATP:rr 

'I']e proouced a short history of FOOFLE FOR, a 
~bre copie~ are available. 

~r7 ~ ___ . Antl\O~ t:;.esta 
Executive Director 

1015 18th Street, N.W. ' . Suite 300 • Wash., D.C. 20036 • Telephone 202-822-9450 
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AUGUST PROGRESS REPORT ON PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

.We have made substantial progress during the month of 
August in pursuing projects already under way and in~tiating 
new programs by People for the American Way. On a monthly 
basis we will update our activities and accomplishments. 

1. PSA Campaign: While returns are still coming in 
and follow up phone calls are being made, by the end of 
August our Freedom of Expression public service announcements 
were being carried" on more than 250 stations in all 50 states. 
The stations running our ads reach more than 125 million 
citizens " across the .country. In addition, beginning in 
the month of August the ABC network has started running the 
three 30-second spots. We have commissioned research on 
their impact which should be completed by the end of September. 

2. Quarterly Report: New issue of the Quarterly Report 
was written and -sent to the printers for type- setting . 
Included in it will be a speCial two page report on mind 
control in our schools and libraries. The report will be 
mailed at the end of Sep.tember. 

3. Monthly Bulletin: We wrote and prepared ' for printing 
the first issue of the People for the American Way Bulletin. 
This new publicatioTI,which will be mailed in early September 
to Board members, Friends of the American Way and ' many others, 
will focus on brief news reports on the activities of the , 
Radical Religious R~ght and efforts to counter their activities. 
The Bulletin will ,be publ,ished monthly and- w'ill replace the 
.circulation of large numbers of clippings to the B'oard. 

4. MembershiD: During August, 4,521 new Ipembers joined 
People for the American Way. As of August 31, 198-1, we have 
30,881 members. We mailed nearly a million pieces of pros­
pecting mail during August, the: returns of which will come 
in September and October. We are actively working on the 
drafting .of new prospect mailings including a religious­
intolerance letter, a mind-control . letter, and a letter 
written by Myrna Loy. We are attempting to think through and 
locate additional signers . for these materials. Any thoughts 
o'n potential signers would be welcome. 

5. Fundraising ': While August is not the -best month 
for fundraising, we have begun work on the development of the 
National Finance Council. We have recently submitted a 
proposal to the Mary Reynolds Babcock Foundation to fund 

1015 18th Street, N.W . • Suite 310 • Wash. D.C. 20036 • Telephone 202·822·9450 ",:e .. J 

A Project of the Tides Foundation 
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our Friends program. In addition, we have done our first 
resolicitation . mailing to our membership seeking funds for 
the public service ad campaign. The results were more than 
double the Craver Mathews projections. With returns still 
coming in, more than 16# of our me mbers responded, with a 
net in excess of $65,000. Our members are ' committed to 
our work. 

6. Press: Our press operation is in full swing. 
Members of the Board, Friends and staff did interviews 
in August with Cable News Network; "iNEW-TV in New York City; 
the David Frost Show; KCET-TV, Los Angeles, and the following 
radio 'stations: QI07 (Montreal); KMOX (St. Louis); KMOE 
(San Jose); CFCF (Montreal); WAMU (Washington, D.C.), KKSM 
(Portland, Oregon); CKRA (Edmonton, Canada). In ~ddition . 
we have done interviews which should lead to pUblication in 
the following print media: Rolling Stone, US, New York 
Magazine, Globe Communications, Newsweek, Il·linois Daily 
Herald, Lynchburg News, and Progressive Magazine. 

7. ·Speakers Bureau: Our local speakers program will 
be going on an accelerated basis once we complete the 
Speakers Manual and recruit some additional members from 
communities all across the country. The Speakers ~anual 
shoulq. be completed in draft by the middle of September. .. 
In addition, our Research Department has also completed ~ 
se·ri"es 0f articles and speeches. 

8. New Pr.ograms: We . are also at work developing a 
Fairness Doctrine Media Review Project ··and a Schools an9. 
Libraries · Project. We should . have concrete plans for 
these efforts .completed by the end of September and the 
beginning of a field program . for these efforts shou·ld be 
in place samet l.me -in Oct·ober. 

9. Liberty Day: Norman Lear and Catherine Hand have 
spent a considerable amount of. time meeting with people 
across the country to formulate plans for· "I Love Lib.erty 
Day" which is scheduled for Madison Square ·Garden ·. · We 
have not yet released the date or the event to the press, 
but the three co-chairs, President Gerald Ford, Lady Bird 
Johnson, and . Walter Cronkite, have been released. We 
expect to have a press conference in Nov ember. 

Please let me know if you need further information on 
any of these projects, or have thoughts or ideas for re­
finement of existing programs or new projects. 

1/t1 ~,,--7 ------." 
Anthony ' T. Podesta 
Executive Director 

• 
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SOME SAY NO. 
There's an alarming new movement in 

America-the Religious New Right. A coali­
tion 01 ultra-conservative politiC31 groups, 
spearheaded by a new breed of politically­
oriented electro"nic evangelists, the Religious 
New Right is using television and radio to 
preach a new gospel to millions across 
America. They fill their followers with pas­
sion of holy war. And they label those who 
disagree as un-American, immoral and 
ungodly. In eHect. they are teaching people 
to hate, but in a "Christian~ way. 

Fact: They've distributed ' moral report cards" 
telling their followers which politicians are -good" 
Christians arid which are not. 

Fact: In order to be a "good" Christian and 
a "good" American, you musl believe tlle way the New 
Right believes on many issues. You must believe in 
increased military spending; musl support Taiwan; 
musl be againsl the Panama Canal Treaties, the Equal 
Rights Amendment. abortion, teacher's Wlions, the 
Department 01 Education and the SALT llireaty. 

And \hey claim thai this is just the begirming. 

WE SAY YES. 
People for the American Way, unlike the 

Religious New Right, stands for pluralism, 
diversity, tolerance of differing opinions. We 
believe that only in an abnosphere of toler­
ance and mutual respect can those who hold 
strongly conflicting beliefs reach a level of 
consensus needed to maintain a peaceful and 
creative common life. TIns process of com· 
promise and consensus has kept our coWltry 
strong, dynamic and free. And People for the 
American Way will help to keep that atmos­
phere alive throughout the '80s and beyond. 

The Alamcaa Wa,. 

"Our democracy cannot agree to a 'moral 
majority' that makes sectarian doctrine the test of 
political opinion. You may have that only where 
all are alike in thought and. root and intent, which 
America is not." 

-Bill Moyers, TV Journalist and 
Southern Baptist Minister 

The Religious New Right is more than just 
old- fashioned evangelism. It's a well­
financed, highly coordinated, computerized 
campaign not just to preach their faith and 
their JXllitics-which they have every right to 
do-but an attempt to impose their political 
and moral beliefs on the rest of us. 

IS "CHRISTIAN" JUST A CODE WORD? 

"It is arrogant to assert that one's position on a 
political issue is 'Christian,' and that all others are 
'un·Christian,' 'secular humanist,' 'immoral,' or 
'sinful.' There's no 'Christian' vote or legislation." 

-Rev. Charles V. Bergstrom 
Office of Governmental Affairs 

Lutheran Council in the USA 

F.eI: Religious broadcasters now own over 1400 
radio and TV stations outright. In addition, hundreds 
01 hours are purchased weekly by electronic ministries 
on independent secular stations. The evangelical 
superstars of the New Right dominate this situation, 
reaching over 130,0IXl,OOO Americans weekly. 

Fact: The Religious New Right raised over $i50 
million last year alone. 

Fact: They're spending millions not on preaching, 
but on politics- just one group reports spending 
$3 million on its political efforts this year. 

Fact: Another group related to the Religious 
New Right reports reg1sIeJing 3 to 5 million new volers 
this year. 

Fad: In stale after state, they have taken over state 
and local political party organizations. 

Fact: They have organized lobbies in Washington, 
in State Capitols, and in City Halls. 

Fact: They budgeted millions to defeat Senators, 
Congressmen and local legislators . .. and succeeded. 

Here's what the spokesmen lor the 
Religious New Right say: 

MWe've already taken control of the conservative 
movement. And conservatives have taken con· 
hal 01 the Republican P8.Jty. The remaining 
thing is to see if we can take control 01 the 

Richud Viguerie, key lundraiser 
and strategist lor the 
ReligiOUS New Right 

"Groupe like OUlS are potentially very dangerous 
to the political process ... a group like OUII could 
lie through Its teeth and the candidate it helps 
stays clean." r.J Terry Dolan, Chairman 
~ National Political Action Committee 

"We'rs radicals working to ovedwn tbe present 
structure in tbis country ... we're talking about 
Christianizing America." 

[iJ Paul Weyrich, Director 
. Committee for the Survival 
. 01 a Free Congress 

MU necessary, God would raiBe up a tyrant, a 
man who might nol have the best ethics, to pro­
tect the freedom and the interests 01 the ethical 
and the Godly." 

Fl.

· Rev. James Robison, TV eVaDgelisl 

.' " " 
"You can't be a good Christian end a liberal at 
the Bame time.H 

m Rev. Jerry Falwell, TV evangelist, 
~"#: President 01 Moral Majority, Inc. 

. -

"The Bible doesn't tell us 10 judge people on 
whether or no! they support Taiwan or increased 
military spending. It only slales that on the day 
o f judgmenl you will be asked, 'Did you help the 
hungry? Did you give water to the thirsty? Did you 
clothe the naked? Did you take care of the sick?" 

-Dr. Martin Marty, School of Divinity, 
University of Chicago 

We are not opposing the Religious New Right 
for speaking out on political matters- all people 
have the righl and responsibility to slale their 
beliefs. We are concerned, however, aboul an 
extraordinary attempt to impose a rigid interpre­
lation on what is and is not a ~Christian~ response 
10 our troubled. limes. We want a national climate 
that encourages and enhances the human spirit­
not one that divides human beings into opposing 
and hostile camps. 

-People for the American Way 
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1 EAST H,,", STREET 
NEW VORK. NEW VORK 10021 

1111\486-7100 
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REPORT ON ACTIVITIES ON BEHALF OF 
-PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

This report covers the period of time from our last 

report. November 4. 1980 . up to and including the, present. 

Ja nua ry 23 . 1981 . 

PRINT MEDIA 

1. People Magazine - interviews. were done with Reverend Howard. 
Norman Lear, Dr. Dergstrom and Senator Hughes . 
The story is on ho ld. 

2. Ncws· ..... eek (lJ\) - requested 'an interview with Norman Lear for 
t heir television section; material was sent 
as well as a casette of commercials . 

3. UP! - Ken Clarke wanted to do an update to his original piece 
and did an iDterview with Norman Lear. 

4 . Wall St. Journal - Norman Lear is .doing the interview the first 
week in February. 

5. San Franc isco .Magazine - Norman Lear is doing the interview the 
first week in February . 

. . . more 

.... 
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PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

RADIO 

1. National Public Radio - intervie~s were done, sepaFately, with 
Norman Lear and Dr. B~rgstrom. 

2. Voice of America - an interview was done with Norman Lear. 

3. ruea Network Radio - Mike McIntyre is set to do the interview 
on "For The Record" show. 

4. WINZ Radio Hiami - talk show interview with Reverend Broach. 

5. KABC Radio LA - talk show interview with Bishop Armstrong. 

6. Wl~N Radio Grand Rapids - talk show interview with Bishop Armstrong. 

7. K'rOK Radio OklahoIDu City . - talk show interview with Dr. David Mathews . , 

TElEVISION 

. . . 
1. CBS Network News - Reverend .. Broach's guest sermon at the First 

Baptist Church in Washington, D.C. was covered 
by CBS natio,:"a lly. Note: I was able -. to set thi's 
because I was told of his appearance in advance. 

2. KRON San Francisco - 5 part series peing done on Moral Majority; 
interview wi,th Norman Lear; to air first week 
in February. 

3. NUC News U\ - 5 pa~-t series on the impact of Religion on Television; 
to ai r next month; interview .with Norman Lear . . 

. . . more 

" .. 
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PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN .. WAY 

TELEVISION cont'd 

4. weBS l.jew York - Ioea 1 news show report on Hera 1 Ma jority; air the 
end of this month; will show spots and credit PFAW. 

REQUESTS FOR 'MATERIAL 

1. ABC Network News 

·2. ABC News program "Directio ns" 

3. J<PIX Television Sun Francisco 

4 . CBS News New York 

Note : There were requests from television shows in other parts of 

the country such as Chicago, Minneapolis, Seattle where they 

would only accept Norman Lear as a guest. Of course we had 

to 'pass on these . 

Robin K(lntc r 
Kathie Ucrlin 

," 
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ROGERS 8 COWAN. INC. 

PUHLlC RI:LA,TIONS 

} EAST 5""h STREET 
NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10022 

{lill ~1I00 

November 4, 1980 

Reverend Mike r-tIntyre 
PIDPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY. 
P. O. Box 23598 
L'Ehfant Plaza Station 
Washington , D.C. 20024 

Dear Mike, 

CA~U ADD,u.s .OCO' lJI, 

NEW "OU. Nt" ron 

We wanted to re-cap our activities since and including the press 

conference on behalf of PEDPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY., those who 

attended, those who couldn't a ttend but who IrJere provided with 

information ·by us, that resulted in a story, what interviews 

we have se~, etc. 

Fir~t, the press conference; those who attended were: 

\-lHN Radio 
ABC carrera cr~ - .f i lm used on ' a::x::x:> MJRNING AMERICA 
The Los Angel es Tirres ..... ran piece 
nail y News ' - ran piece . 
Religious News Service 
'IV Radio Age 
Associated Press - ran piece on wire 
United Press International - ran piece on wire 
Olristian Science M::>nitor - ran piece 
United Hethodist Information 
Ecl.Il1l3dia 
Broadcasting Hagazine - ran piece 

There were those who did not atterx:l but who were provided in-

formation and ~poke to one or two members of the board of ·ad-

visors: 

TV Guide - ran piece 
SoHo Weekly News - ran piece 

lIe~~'ly Hill .• omee: 961'>5 Wil,h i," A,'"lcv~rd. lIeverly l1 ill •• C~lj rorni~ 9(1212 (213 ) 2B·45RI CAble: ROCOPUO. Bcverlyl1ills. C.Jif(l,"i~ 

I.ond"" Ollke: ~1 Jl.1 .... 'n'~rk Sl.ee l. London W\X }FA. En~bn'\. 11\.499.01>91 
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Newsweek - ran piece 
Los Angeles Herald Examiner - ran piece 
King Features - Phyllis Batelle did phoner with Norman Lear -
went out O::::t~r 21 to 100 pup3rs 
Pittsburgh Post Gazette - ran p}.ece 

As you knCM, Sandy Slater was given all original stories plus 2 copies. 

We initiated interviews in the areas the CO"TJrercials were running, 

setting up tele[:hone interviews with rrembers of the bJard of adv~sois: 

IcrNR Radio Sacranento, California - done by Bishop Janes Mathews 
ABC Radio Detroit, Michigan - done by Reverend Broach 
WGRD Radio Grand Ra..pids, Hichigan - done by Reverend Ho.Yard 
KSOO Radio San Diego, California - done by Reverend HCMard 
KSPO Radio Sp:>kane, Washington - done by . Reverend Ho.>Ja.rd 
WKAIS Radio' Orlando, Florida - to be set 
HIS Radio cOlumbia, South carolina - to be done by Reverend Heward 
SEA'ITLE TCVAY 'IV - William B.. Kate to do interview 
National Public Radio - to be set 
WFCC Radio O'Iarlotte, North carolina - done by Norman Lear 
WIRE Radio Indianapolis, Indiana - done by you 
Public TV Kansas City - SUsan ·Miller Show - done by. person 
recarrrended by you 

There wcre television shows done as well: 

cable News Network - done by Reverend Howard 
WCAUin Philadeltflia - "Whitney & Co." CBS TV - done by Reverend 
P..ergstran 
Indep:ndent News Network - ds:me by Norman ~ar and Reveren:::l Ha.vard 
"M:xning·· Break" sha,.,r in D.C. -'"done by Reverend Bergstran and you 
"Gooj Morning \-,lashington" - done by Bishop Janes t1:lthews 
West German Television - done by you 

We arc still 'pursuing the New York TilJes and the Wall Street 'Journal. · 

In addition, if you add . any new markets, please let us )<;no.-.' so we can 

go to members of the press in those areas. 

'lhc rrotcrial w~ U.rc using is the SClll"C we started with. We ~e anxiously 

awaiting the brochure and any new material you have added. Also, please 

keep us inf0z:rred of the progress of the crnmittee so that we can go back 

to the press who did stories for a follow ~p, i.e. if we feel this camr 

paign has been successful·; if you are going to be issuing any sort. of 

. .. ', .. . : ... . 
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o::mrent after the election; any analysis on the affect of PFTAW 

on the pre$idential c~ign, if any, etc. 

That is it for nOH'; I will keep you inferned of neN developrents 

and. hope you will do the same. 

Best regards, 

Rol?in Kanter 

bee: HeR 
we 
DT 
LD 
DS 

ccs 

"; : .. : . .. " .' .... 



PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

January 23, 1981* 

CASH RECEIPTS 

Norman Lear 
Foundations 
Individual Donations 
Corporate Gifts 
TV/Radio/Direct Mail 
Miscellaneous Groups 

Gross Cash Receipts 

$400,000 
146,100 
306,163 
26,051 

126,500 
11,536 

Less 2% Administration Fee 

Net Cash Receipts 

CASH DISBURSEMENTS 

TV / Radio Time 
TV/Radio Production 
Public Relations 
Legal Fees 
Research 
Parker Dodd/National Data 
Direct Mail Postage 
Travel 
Telephone/Telegraph 
Messsenger Services 
Cler.ical, Art. Stationery 
Staff/Consulting 
Advisory Board Expenses 
Miscellaneous 

Total Cash Disbursements 

Cash on Hand 

$697,000 
50,922 

8,681 
5,000 
3,150 

27,343 
15,000 
12,479 

1,817 
4,392 
5,285 
9,700 
2,826 

128 

$1,016,350 

(13,267) 

$ 843,723 

1,000 Shares MCA (being traded)** 

*Unaudited 
**At 1/23/81 

To·tal Cash Available 

.~. 

EXHIBIT C 

ll.Jl0 3,083 

$ 843,723 

$ 159,360 

47,500 

$ 206,860 

--. 



Religious freedom, tolerance, pluralism, separation of church and state. 

These are the touchstones of the great American experiment. designed to ove·r­

come the religious intolerance which had for so long plagued Europe with its 

wars of religion. ~at experiment gave rise to the American Way; an open demo­

cracy based, ori the conviction that a healthy so~iety is best maintained, not by 

an attempt to impose uniformity, but through a free and open interchange of 

differing opinions. That conviction was based on a further belief; that in an 

atmosphere of ·tolerance and. mut·ual respect, even those who hold strongly con­

flicting beliefs can reach · the level of consensus needed to maintain a pea~eful · 

and creative common life. 

Basic to this American experiment in self-government then, was an initial 

agreement about an attitude and an atmosphere -- an attitude of tolerance and 

mutual respect in an atmosphere of freedom of belief and expression . That in­

itial agreement was expressed in the Bill of Rights and in the Constitution. 

This is the American Way; ·Faith in an open, democratic, political process. 

Today this trust in the .democratic process is seriously challenged on two 

fronts -- by· diminishing participation, and by an attack on the basic attitude 

of mutual respect and tolerance. The former threat, reflecting .an apparent feel­

ing· that the political process is failing to· ~espond t ·o the needs of . the people, 

is evident in the growing number who fail to exercise their vote. The latter 

threat, arising from a feeling that the plu~alism of our society is undermini~g 

our spiritual and maral health, is expressed in movements such as "The Moral 

Majority"l. God's way for America, these movements insist; can be clearly 

formulated and spelled out. Those who oppose that formulation are enemies of God, 

and a crusade is needed to drive them from office. Only by an acceptance of the 

Christian ~onviction of the MOral Majority can ~rica's integrity and strength 

P.O. Box 23598 . ·L 'Enfant Plaza Station· Washington, D.C. 20024· Telephone 301·652·6158 
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be restored. 

There are clearly deep roots to this loss of confidence in the American Way, 

There is widespread feeling that our society is now seriously flawed. Traditional 

values have decayed. The basic institution of the family has suffered severe 

damage. The nation which once saw itself as -"God's last, best hope for mankind," 

appears t.o be frittering -away its inherit.ed strength. Our economy, once famed 

for its enterprise and vitality, seems to have lost its inner energy. Rampant 

inflation is now undermining the sense of hope for the future that America 

was once able to give to each n~w generation. Why? What has gone wrong? 

One traditional. answer to . this question comes from Evangel~cals -- who have 

exercised a deep, continuing influence on American life, particularly in times of 

crisis. Evangelicals have always insisted that America's greatness was built on 

a covenant -- an agreement to be "one nation. under God." With this agreement 

went a warning, expressed to 1:1is. -fellow Puritans by the first Governot:: of the 

Massachusetts Bay Colony. Governor Winthrop: "We shall be as a city set on a 

hill ... rf we shall deal falsely with 'our God in this work we have undertaken, 

and so cause him to withdraw his present help from us, we shall be made a story 

and a byword throughout the world." 

According 'to this evangelical interpretation. what has gone wrong is that 

we have cut· ourselves off from our spiritual roots. The moral strength and 

common values that flowed from . life togeth~r "under God" have therefore suffered 

inevitable decay. Ha~ng pursued the rational world of things and the emot~onal 

'world of self-·satisfaction. we are now facing the inevitable self-destruction that 

come~ to any civilization that turns its back on God and follows the devices and . 

desires of our own hearts. 

This message of God's judgment and of his call to repentance, has been central 

to the great evangelical reVivals that have marked America's past history. Today 

that message is being heard ~gain -- magnified by the effective use of the 
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the electronic media. The, evangelical communi ty is large. and varied. 2 But 

what ' is different this time is that a highly vocal and .... el.l-organized minority 

within the movement is developing a political strategy which they believe is 

necessary to bring America back to God and to "its God-given desdny • . 

In the past. the evangelical movement has not involved itself heavily in 

direct political activity. It has conc'::litrated on gathering the born again into 

religious communities. in the belief that through the leaven of bO.m again persons 

the essential values of American life would be renewed. The separation of church 

and state was seen as implying a division of responsibility. The church's task 

is spiritual; the renewal of the hearts of the people. If the church is faith­

ful to her evangelical role, then the public institutions of the State can be 

expected to fulfill their God-intended roles. The church should not and need 

not directly intervene in the af.fairs of the state. ' 

By and .large, evangelicals still adopt that attitude. But movements such 

as the' "Moral Majority" seem to have concluded that this traditional reliance on 

indirect political influence -is no longer adequate . 'The crisi!? is too deep for 

that. New the moral convictions must be .translated directly into political action 

through a militant Christian crusade. 

It is important to notice that in justifying this major shift, the evangelical 

right makes the claim that they are now adopting the attitude to political act.ion 

that has long been exercised by main-line Christian and Jewish groups. And in 

fact these main-line religious communities have often criticized the evangelicals 

for failing to translate ' their concern for the transformation of personal life into 

concern for transformation of public life towar~ the Biblical goals of justice, 

mercy and peace. The main-line churches for their part, have sought to relate 

those Biblical goals to issues of public policy. It would be expected that they 

would welcome any movement of. evangelicals toward this political concern. 
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What is at issue, then, is not the political activism of the ~ew evangelical 

right wing. That is not in itself inconsistent with the American Way. What is 

at issue is the form of their political action. When the main-line religious 

gI'9ups issue "policy statements" on political subjects, it is with the explicit 

recognition that On complex questions there will be inevitable differences of 

judgment. The ri"ght of others to hold dl[f~rent opinions is therefore affirned . 

This new evangelical right" wing, however, claims that America's purity and strength 

can be re~tored only i f the nation submits to answers which they see as 

Bibl1c~11y self-evident. Only sumission to their political program can arrest 

America's decline and restore its intended place of power and influence. A 

series of "Christoian" positions on representaeive issues -- school busing. prayer 

in schools. sex education,equal righ~s for women. abortion. military spending-­

is made a touchstone 01 faithfulness to the political line that God is demanding 

as the road to renewal. 

Here is the point of fundamental divergence from the American Way. The 

greatness of the experiement of the young American commonwealth was that it found 

a way out of the re.ligious intolerance which had marred the life of Europe. through 

acceptance of religious pl.uralism and the encouragement of the search for con­

sensus through the open .encounter between varyi.ng convict·ions. 

To target for defeat . those in government who fail a score card te~t3 on a . chosen 

list of is·sues; to seek to exclude from political office, from the courts and from 

the schools. those who disagree on these formulations; to return to book censor-

ship on the grounds of deviation on teachings concerning family. sex or creation; 

these are a reversion to old views of conformity and a failure to respect the 

a~titudes of pluralism and tolerance that are the secret of the American Way . 4 

To repeat; the problem is not that the evangelical right takes political 

positions. The prOblem lies in their refusal to respect those who differ. 
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Branded as enemie~ of God, those they oppose are judged to be subversive of 

America's true interests. Such an authoritarian approach represents a loss of 

confidence in the open political process. That is not the American Way. 

Who then are "people for the American Way?" 

1. They are people from all across the political spectrum, united in their 

concern to restore confidence in the democratic process and to encourage all 

citizens to participate. This is not a movement of people of _one particular 

view -'- a battle, s~Y. of liberals against .conservatives. All agree o_n the need 

to restore confidence in the traditional ~rican process of open debate in an 

atmosphere of mutUal respect. 

2. They" are people from all across the religious spectrum. This is not Juse 

another moment in the historic religious debate between evangelicals and religious 

liberals. The "movement includes both evangelicals and liberals, who are one in 

their opposition to the polarizing approach which brands those who disagree as 

demons to be exorcized rather than as opponents to be convinced. 

3. They come from all walks of American life one in the conviction that 

a renewal of the American faith in the open political process is our best way to 

work through the grave difficulties which at present confront us. 

America is passing th~ough a period of profound self-doubt and faces a 

temptation to believe that the open, pluralistic democratic process is bankrupt. 

The desire" for a transcendent " voice that can bring unity into the confusion, light 

into the darkness and offer the restoration of our tost" purity and strength is 

unders"tandable. The power of the new evangelical right lies in its claim to 

represent that voice. 

That claim in itself 1s certainly not foreign to the American Way. The 

Biblical tradition does insist that there is such a transcendent voice. The 

churches have consistently expre~sed their belief that our corporate health 

depends on hearing the call to love God and our neighbor, to seek p~ace and justice, " 

. , 
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and to work for a society in which neighborliness transcends the divisive boundaries 

of race, class, ·sex and nationality. But, the Founding Fathers who held these 

beliefs, were a15.0 firmly committed to the belief that these truths must and can 

win their way in the open . forum of ideas. They are not to be imposed from above. 

That is what was "meant by the insistence on religious freedom and on the separation 

of church and state. 

"People for the American Way" are concerned to res~ore confidence in and 

commitment to that open process. The movement · seeks to encourage people . from all 

parts of the religious. political and .cultural spectrum to enter the political 

process in an attitude of ' mutual respect. The complex issues facin~ us defy easy 

answers . The bewildering variety of cultural backgrounds and religious commit­

ments may tempt us to believe that the necessity for consensus makes some form of 

authoritarian intervendon inevitable. But our pluralism needs to be seen not 

only as "a problem but as a resource. Part{cipation in the political process 

has fallen ala,rmingly in recent years. It is now time to turn the tide. The 

new emphasis of the evangelicals on registering people to vote, and encouraging 

political participation is in itself a welcome sign. To broaden that participation 

to all segments of American Ufe should be our common goal. 

Ins UlIII'lia ry : 

People for the American Way has as its primary aims to encourage participation 

in the political process -and to reawaken commitment to "The American Way"; a 

commitment marked not by polarization or demon hunting, but by a mutual search 

for consensus in an atmosphere of mutual respect. 

9/9/80 
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FOOTNOTES 

(1) "The Moral Majority" is a movement organized by the Rev. Jerry Falwell and 

led by Robert Billings. It claims 72,000 pastors and 400,000 lay memb~rs . 

Falwell also claims to have registered 3,000 .• 000 new voters . His political 

activity is inter-woven with other burgeoning right-wing orga~iz8tions such 

as the Religious Roundtable, founded by Ed McAteer, with James Robison as 

its spokesman; Bill B;-ight's "Christian Embassy". and "Christian- Voice." 

This in turn is linked with "Library Court." under the chairmanship of 

Connie Karshner. He~ pamphlet listing the conservative issues which are used 

to keep a moral score-card on members of Congress 1's a powerful vehicle for 

this . aggressive political action. (Attached) 

There are other powerful organizations' such as Pat Rob~rtson's 700 .Club 

and Jim Bakker's PTL Club which share many of the right wing political 

attitudes of Falwell, but are rather more cautious in their demands for an 

imposed ~oral and political consensus. 

(2) See the Ratings List of ReligiQUS programs. Estimates ·vary, b~t the combined 

audience for these evangelical programs is commonly judged to be between 20-

40 million. It is important to note that "born-again" evangelicals vary widely 

in their political . attitudes. When we speak of the evangelical right wing who 

have announced a crusade to impose their moral and political program Qn 

America, we are describing only a minority of this large religious community-­

. but their appeal is strong and could be increasing. 

(3) See the Moral Report Cards issued by the Christian Voters · Victory Fund. 

(4) See the pamphlet by Connie Marshner. 
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TO: THE ADVISORY BOARD 
FROM: MICHAEL McINTYRE, ACTI NG EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DATE : 20 NOVEMBER 1980 
RE: INFORMATION UPDATE 

Enclosed you'll find clippings and other materia~ coveting 
either People for the Amer'i~an Way or topics of direct interest 
to us. 

Again, a reminder: please let us know the record of any 
interviews or articles you do. Wetre trying to compile. a 
full. picture of recent r~sponse to PFAW. 

People for the American Way can be reached at P. O. Box 23598, 
Wash"ington, "D. :C., 20024 and through our answering service at 
301/65·2-6158. - You may also call Sandra Slater at 212/980-9550. 

Let us know if we can assist you in any way_ 

p.o. Box 2000 • Marion. Ohio 43302 • Telephone 1-80~g.5000 



· ROCEfl.S & COWAN. INC. 

PUBUC RELATIONS 

KATHIE BERLIN 
Sm;.. y-_,",",dent 

N:Jvember 4, 1980 

Ieverend Mike MoInt:yre 
PIDPLEFOR mE !\MERIC1\N WAY ' 
P . O. ilaK 23598. 
L'Enfant Plaza Station 
Washington, D.C. 20024 

Dear M;ike, 

] EAST S4cb ST'REET 

NEW YOtlK, NEW YOn tOOl2 
(lU.I486-7100 

we wanted to re-eap our activities since and including the. press 

conference en behalf of PEOPLE FOR mE l\MERIClIN WAY, those who : 

attended, those who coul.dn't attend but ' who 'Oere provided with 

infO,tllBtion l:r}' us, that .resulted in a· stmy, what interviews 

we have ~t; etc . 

First, the press conference; those whb CJttended ·were: 

WllN Radio 
ABC carrera crew - film used an <raJ MJRNlNG !\MERICA 
The IDs Angeles Tinel - ran piece 
iJaily News - ran piece 
Feligious News SeIvice 
TV Radio l\ge 
Associate:l Press - ran piece on wire 
United Press International - ran . piece an wire 
=~ Science M:lnitor - ran piece 
United Methodist InfOJ:Itation 
El::t.lm:dia 
Broadcasting Magazine - ran piece 

There were those who did not attend but who were provide:! in­

fcmnatian and spoke to one -or two IIBtilers of the boaJ:d of ad-

visors: 

'IV Guide - ran piece 
SOIIo Weekly News - ran piece 

Beverly Hills Office : 966:5 Wilshire Boulevard. Beverly Hills. Califomia 90212 (2ll) 27S4Sn Cable: ROCOPUB, Beverly Hills. C;! lifomi:l 

London Office:.27 Albtnnule Street. London W1X 3FA, EnglaDd· 01499-0691 
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Newsweek - ran 'piece 
los Angeles Herald Examiner - ran piece 
King Features - Phyllis Batelle did ,ncner with Nmman lear -
"""t out October 21 to 100 papers 
Pittsburgh Post ~tte - ran piece 

As you kna<, sandy. Slater was given all original stories plus 2 copies • . 

We initiated interviews in. the areas the ccmre.rcials were running, 

setting up telwhone interviews with llE!IIDers bf the boaId of advisors : 

KlNR Radio ~to, califonria - done by BishOp James Mathews 
ABC Radio Detroit, Mic;higan - done by tleverend Broach 
iGID Radio Grand Rapids, Michigan - done by Peverend Ii:lward 
KSOO Radio San Diego, califonria - done by Peverend Ii:lward 
KSPO Radio Spakape, wasI)ingtcn - done by llevere!1d Ii:lward 
WKAIS Radio Orlando, Florida - to lie set . 
WIS Radio Columbia, south carolina - to be done by Peverend Ii:lward 
SEATl'LE 1IDAY TV - Wi 1 Jj am B. Kate to do interliew . 
National Public Radio - to be set 
W!1i:x: Radio Cllarlotte, North carolina - done by Nmman lear 
WIRE Radio Indianapolis, Indiana .~ done by you 
Public. TV KanSas City - Susan Miller ShooI - done by perscn 
reccmrended by you 

'nlere were television _ done as well: 

Cable News Net>iork - done by Peverend Ii:lward 
~ in Philadel;hla - ''Whitney & Co." CBS TV - done· by Reverend 
BergStran 
Independent Ne.;s Network - done by NOD1lall lear and Peverend Ibiard 
"M::lming Break II shCM in D. C. - done by Reverend Bergstran and you 
"Good Mxning Washingtcn" - done by Bishop James Mathews 
West Gernan Television - done by you 

We are still pursuing . the New York Tines and the Wall Street ;TournaI. 

In addition, if you add any new narkets, please let us knco1 so "" can 

go to rrenbers of the press . in those areas. 

'!he naterw we are using is the same we started with.. We are anxiously 

awaiting the brochure and any new naterial you have added •. Also, please 

keep us infonred of the progress of the ccmnittee so that "" can go back 

to the press who did stories for a follow up, 1. e . if . "" feel this cam­

paign has been successful; if you are going to be issuing any sort of 

,-' ---.' 
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CXl!li~t after the election; any analysis on the affect of PF"I1IW 

an the presidential canpaign, if any, etc. 

That is it for now; I will keep you infonred of new develqxrents 

and hope you will do the sane. 

Best regards, 

!; ' .1 . ;, • 
; ,'- ," .",'-- ,, - . -., "' .. ; '-

Robin Kanter 



REAPING THE WHIRLWIND 

. "50 my son's'a bad .Chrisi'ian on' two is- evangelicals. 
sues. My wIre is a.good Christian on !ho·se Lear's commercials are aimed at 
issues, bul she's a bad Christian on Iwo of middle "America. The networks ";,,,,odl 
others. Lucky me, ~I"m a 100 perc~:nl them as too controversial but'they afC 
Olristian because I agree with the preac:h; ning on independent sialioRs in 10 
er on ' all 'of them', ... ' Maybe there:'s inclliding Channels Sand 1 J in New 
somclhing 'wrong when ' people. even The national weekly media budget is, in 
preachets, suggest that other people 'lIre neignborhood ofS3Ol),OOO. . 
good Christians or bad Christians depenld- People for the American Way 
ingon Ih!irpolilicol view!t." · together over. the summer and fall 

Lear met witH religious and lay ,-- "-':-. _ ' 
This is a hardhat talking. an' Archie 

Bunker character in a new TV commerc'ial discuss mutual apprehensions abOut 
produced by Norman' Lear _ the Jolhn Moral Majority, the leading 

political (orce (See' page 7). In Anderson supporter who nearly 10 years 
. us All in Ihe Fllnrily. Then, he !.:.ear, the board of advisers 

I ",,"ed editor-author Norman Cousins, that broadcasting social prejudices 
Heiskell of Time-Life. Father · 

Iher.tpeutic. Now. however;' he has H b- h -d r N es lIT., prest ent 0 olre 
taken to , the airwaves to combat them. . }~~;:~~~, What gives? University ; former Senator 

Hughes, former Rep. Barbara 
Lear is the man behind Peop le for t!he . Rabbi Mare H . Tannenbaum of 

American Way, a nalional committee or- Ameri·can.Jewish Commillee and Newton ' 
ganized; according 10 ' ils public ity. "in Minnow, formerly of the Federal Com: 
response to' the widening influence of Uhe munications . Commission. Lear brought 
Religious New Right." them together. says a spokesman. because 

Threedifferenl Lear.-proouced TV corn, " ho Is a very concerned, very inlellige~, 
,noln." - ' . mercials are being aired by the group. all 

~~~::":'~h:o..!P~O~II~':lc~s~o~r:':l~ho~~C~h~n~·s~'I~a,~"~~_~.. ' . Larry C~~~~d 



680 BEACH S!REfT. suITe 474.SAN FRANasca. CAUFORNIA 94109 

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

800 .TOLL FREE RESPONSE 

Period Beginning: October 16, 1980 Period Ending: November 4, 1980 

DATE 

Octo . 

16 
17 
18 

· 19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

· 27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

~ 
1 
2 
3 
4 

INCOMING 
CALLS 

4 
2 
1 

121 
78 

627 
702 
602 
675 
530 
297 
206 
409 
510 
529 
407 

123 
359 
719 
489 . 

COSTOMER 
SERVICE 

11 
5 

81 
73 
96 

102 
61 
45 
17 
70 

101 
89 
63 

13 
16 

105 
58 

I 
'-:- .. , 



People for the American Way 
Boanll of Advisors 

M •• ~.uhJ..,. 
Fonoc:< BoMd C ... lrman 
W .... e. 8rot., '111:, 
Mr.JlmAutry 
Vice PrftIdcnl and Gene .... "bo.gr., 
Mog:ulnc Pubtlshln, 
Me.rdl.h Corponllon 

"t.. MaJtotk C""« Benton 
United SUits lkptn<n'>lIw: 
UNICEF 
The Rc:¥. Dr. Charle. V. ilet'ptrom 
hccud", Dlrcclor 
Ofiee of Go""mmenlal AIiIIn 
.... 0.., ..... Cullo.,ll lo Iht: Un;,<'tI Stales 
otAmcnca . 

Mr. PhIlIp L. Blacl<wcU 
OImp .. , Mlnillcr 
Unl~cfSlly 01 Chtcaw> 

The Reur<end Claude Broach 
DIrector 
fcumcnlcalln>ll, .. ,c .. I 
Wak., Fort$! Unl"" .. ilyand 
Iklmonl Abbey Colqc 

Mr. Edpi' M. Btonfmaa 
Chairman '" Chief h«uU"" Ollitt. 
Joseph E Seagom & Soli$, In~. 

The Honorablc:johA BudiaDan 
Former ConJ1«Smon from Alabama 
The Jlt8h1 Rn'c",DdjohD COb .... n 

""-Eplsc ... pal Dk><:ne ... r Maosach .... lt l 

Mr. N ... rm .... COLl!lUU 
Editor'" ·Aulhor 

Dr.Jame. III. Dunn 
I!uc"tl"" Director 
Bapll.t Join' Commllftt on I'IIhllc 
.ur.I .... 

lib. Marian Wrlahl Edelman 
Pre. kkn, 
Chlld.en" DefenlC Fond 

lob.. IlUcen RockefeUer Growald 
linvlronmen .... Con"," , nt 

III,. Andrew HclakeU 
CIt.alrmln 
New York I'IIbUe Ubtary 

hthCf Theodore Hab ....... 
I'reskknl 
Unl~~rslty of Not .... flom .. 

lIIonllll"o, Geo'lle HIgInI 
Adjunct I.«t".u 
DeJW1ment orTheolollY 
c..tholl~ Unl.crlily 

The Re¥erend M. Wlllbm HoWVtl 
i'reJ!lden. 
NOllo",1 eo .. ",,11 of CII .. ",IIesol 
Cllrlst I" I"" USA 

MI. ShUley Hu&tedle. 
8cardslcy. H"fitedler .. Kemble 

The Hononhk ltanlki Hu&bes 
Fo.mer SenatOl' from 10 .... 

lob.. LlOCllla!naJohruon 

The Honorable IlaIbantJonlan 
LBf I'IIbll .. Services Profeuor>hlp 
IJ1Ilver>lty oI'Rlu 
Mr. lane JUrkbtld 
President 
Af1..CIO 

Mr. Norman ~ar' 

Writer 1ft Produce. 

The HODOrableJohn V. UndIay. Esq. 
Websler a: Shd!leld 

Dr. Da'O'ld Mathew. 
lId .. cato. 
BMbop J .... e. K. Mathew. 
United Met_1st CII .. rch 

Mr.}. lnoUt Millet 
Cl>alrm.n, £.« .. ,,"" Committee 
Cumml", Enllne Company 
!Is.lOyce D. Mille. 
Preoldent 
Co.aIltion orUbo. Ut,lon Women 

Newton Mloo .. ,I!Iq. 
Sid ney & A~SIIn 

Mr. Predcrtdl O'Neal 
Praldenl Emetlt ... 
Catholic Inte ... ,dal Council 

Dr. Samuel B. PO'Odor 
Mln I5le •. Abyulnla" Dapll>l Ch .. rch 
Senlo. ProI'e1.Oo, of !!duearlon 
Ru'sen Unlvcr>lty 

DI'. Gene Iteew:II 
",w 
MeadvlUe-Lombard Thfl)\oglcal 
Seminary 

MI. Naomi Satttana 
Convenor 
N05OU'OS 

Mr. Scanley K. Sbel<ll»\HP 
Economist 
Regent 
Unl.crolty 01 california 

/lb. Ruth ~Cf SUlpleton 
"'esldent 
Bcllold. tnc. 

Me. Mata~ry tkhank!n 
Eacald"" 011'«10' 
Arc. FOundation 

Ibbbi Matt H. tluIcnbaum 
Inl~'.RcllgIou.I<lbI'" 01",,,,.(>. 
"",,,,rlcan Jewish Commltlec 

Mr. WUlIam P. TbomplOn 
Silled Cieri< 
lbt G\'l\I:ral· ........ mbly of''''' Uoiled 
Prnbylulan ChUKh 

Mr. Willie Veluquez 
becullve DIrector 
SoIItftwest Vola 
Rqj!tn.tlon Project 

&dbuel M. Webster, ....... 
Wcbslct & Shdkld 

00-. Colin William, 
SenIor FeUo,", 
,,"ptn Insmllie 

Ma. Eet... WaH 
liuCIIUve 011'«10' 
B'nal B"lIh Women 

Anthony T. PodHta 
"-«utl.e DI.~ .. "'r 

. Orpnl .. tl"n.1l aBillaU" .... ,.., liJl~d 
~ .. lnf .... m .. IoMl ""<PO"'" "nly. 

The best way to strengthen democracy is to live democracy. 
Join Peoplefor the American WaJl 

People from all walks of life, from 
all sections of the counlry are joining 
People for the American Way. 
Here's a sampling of their comments 
on why People for the American Way 
is vitally important. 

"My congratuladons and encourage­
ment for ntabUshing an organization to 
counter the assumed righteousness of Fal­
weD's 'Moral Majority' and other causes that 
clalm a monopoly on righteousness .. . . 
Please accept my enclosed contribution, 
not In the name of God, or country, but In 
the name of human respect and decency." 

John Shuster 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

"It was tremendously reassuring to re­
ceive your request for Bnandal support in 
the mall. ]n the face of Increasingly asser· 
dve right-wing groups,] have felt frustra­
ted .... There are a number of us who have 
sat on a comfortable fence for years, enjoy­
ing abe wide and disparate view. Th.is lux­
ury is not possible any longer." 

Barbara Lamprech[ 
Los Angeles, C .. lifornia 

"I'm a retired p.,rson on a very smaU 
fixed Income; but I'd like to contribute my .5 toward your helpIng us all, fighting this 
movement that's so offensive to the true 
freedom-lovIng Americans." 

Betle Wilke 
Pompano Beach, Florida 



". wish I could send you ten times the 
amount of the enclosed check. ·. think the 
efforts of People for the American Way are 
vital to· our· country now; the backlash 
against human righls and individual free­
dom that is being engineered by a minority 
of fanatic so-called Christians is one of the 
most frighte ning· aspects of the upcoming 
decade .. , . the separ;ttion of Church and 
State are guaranteed by the Constitution 
and cannot ~e abridged even in the name 
of'Morality: .. 

Reidar Diuman, Jr. 
Seaule, Washingron 

"Congra~lations on your courageous 
and vital new organization .• am a strug­
gling playWright and I can UI-afford the $20 
contribution, but I agree that It is important 
.. . . please ~ontact .me if there Is something 
more that I can do." 

S. Michael Schnessel 
·Princeton, New Jersey 

"When I tbJn:k of how hard It was to ar­
rive at our place· of Religious Freedom, I 
shudder at this new wave of Religious 
Blgorry that Is arising in thJs country . . , .n 

Marion S. Gray 
Bay Shore, New York 

Stand up and be counted. 
Join your friends and 
neighbors today in People 
for the American Way. 
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QUARTERLY POOGRESS REroRI . CN PEDPLE · FOR TIlE AMERICAN WAY , WIN1'ER . 198~3 

TEXAS TEX'lBX)K Poo.rn::T - We have achieved several significant victories in our 
continuing efforts to counter the influence of Texas-based professional censors 
Mel and Norna Gabler and to dE!IDCrati.ze the state's textbook adoption process. 
In early February, we released the results of our six-<IDntb study of tbe Texas 
text1::x:xlk. selection process in a report titled, liAs Texas Goes, So Goes the 
Nation. II '!be public and media attention generated by our efforts pranpted the 
Chainmn of tbe Texas state Board of Education to create an ad hoc ccmnittee to 
study the entire textlxx:>k adoption p.rooess. 

'!be ad hoc comnittee :recarrrended ·that the State_ B6ard of "Education approve vir­
tually all of PEOPLE FOR's .recarmendations. Several days later, the Board announced 
that it would adopt the cannittee's recomnendations. called 
the Board t S decision a "significant victory" for news-
papers in Texas and throughout the country JX1l>lisb.ed news stories about the Texas 
controversy and our success. Changes recrnmended by PEDPLE FOR and adopted by tbe 
Board include pennitting all citizens to sulIrri:t written CCIIIIeI1ts supporting specific 
texts and respondin[ to protesters' attacks, permitting these citizens to testify 
as well at all public hearings on textbooks, and holding a public hearing each 
year to debate proposed Changes to the Textbook ProclllDlltion' s guidelines on 
textb<x:>k content. Several ne:ws clippings regarding our inlIX>rtant successes are 
attaChed. 

Orr work in Texas is far fran over. Now that all Texas citizens have gained the 
right to participate in the process, we will \\O:t:"k to 'urge all citizens . mo dis­
agree with the Qlblers' mind-control canpaign to become actively involved in their 
state's textbook selection p~ess, to ensure that censors no longer daninate the 
proCeedings. We will also ViOrk to build broad-based suppOrt for changing the P1"cc­
larration,v.hich sets textlx:xJk guidelilies and thus cim be used to pressure publishers 
to delete "unacceptable" ideas and information - - such as eVolution - fran their 
texts. We will continue to work to prevent censors fran using the Proclamation to 
achieve their political goals. 

- We are Imking our new public service 
on magazine publ ishers and interested 

organizations. 'lhe full-page, four-color ad was designed and · contributed by the 
. Playooy Foundation. Headlined, "Censorship in a free society. It I S a" bad IIRtch," 
the ad urges Americans to consider censorship's threat to literary integrity and 
academic freedan and asks . citizens to organize to counter censorship campaigns. 
Playboy and' The' Nation have published the ad free of charge, and numerous other 
p.lbl1cations have expressed an interest in donating. space for the ad in future 
issues. Hundreds of people \\bo have read the ad. have called and written requesting 
mre infonmtioD and expressing Sllpport· for our work. 

1015 18th Street, N.W .• Suite 300 • Wash., D.C: 20036 • Telephone 202·822-9450 

A Project of Citizens for Constitutional ~oncernsl Inc. . ..... 
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quarterly progress report/2 

NATIONAL OClIXlIB & LIBRARIES P!IOJEX:T - fOOre than 10,000 PIDPLE FOR lIBIIbers have 
signed and returned to us petitions protesting 'Doubleday Publishing Oo.'s precensorship 
of their own texts to avoid controversy t placate cenoors and" rmximize book sales. We 
are fo:rwarding these petitions to Ibubleday. We continued to ~rk closely with a 
national coalition of 28 anti-censorship organizations, to issue regular censor-
ship alerts and to organize citizen opposition to book-banning canpaigns in camn.m­
Hies a.I'OWld the country. Active PEOPLE FOR manbers in Oregon, New Hampshire, 
Colorado, Ohio, New York and North Carolina are working with "Project staff to 
cotmter censorship campaigns in their camunities. 

"LIFE AND LIBEIITY ••• FUR ALL WID BELIEVE" - AlnDst 10,000 citizens joined PIDPLE FUR 
after viewing our documentary film on local television stations during October and 
Novanber. We are still airing the film on selected. ccmnercial TV stations and cable 
networks around the country. Several PEOPLE FOR members have also conVinced cable 
TV outlets in Kentucky and Florida to air our film as a free public service. 

~L~I~BER~~IjYt!l&~JlJ3I'*~ICE£~~~~li-~w~eT~ha:v~e sold and distributed thousands of copies of our to our I1'IE!l'bers, newspa!>er editors, uni versi ties, 
groups, civil rights organizations and other 

interested institutions and individuals. The I:xxlk has been favorably reviewed in 
a number of periodicals, including , American " Farndly~ "New York City News and Library 
Journal and 'has been praised in several editorials. Author David Bollier has been 
interviewed on IIDre than a dozen radio programs over the past several IIDnths. 

QUARI'ERLY REroRI' - The January Q..tarterly RePOrt is enclosed. Additional copies are 
available on request. 

MEMBERSHIP SURVEY - The membership survey included .in our latest Quarterly Reoort 
generated rore than 5,000 responses, which we are analyzing as part of our ongoing 
efforts to solicit our mEf'Jbers' views on a variety of ~rtant pUblic issues and 
on the programs, projects and publications PEXJPLE FOR continues to develop to res­
pond effectively to these issues . We will p.lblish a report SUIIIIRl"izing the survey 
results in our April ~erly Report . 

MEMBERSHIP - We have added 8,588 new manbers since Novanber 1. Our menbership stands 
at 99,092 as of February 10. 

MEDIA CDVERAGE - In the past several IIDDths, a number. of TV and radio stations mwe 
interviewed PEOPlE FOR SIX'kespersons. These include . a nationally televised debate 
on censorship on Cable News Netv.ork I s "Fre€mm Report," in v.nicb executive director 
Anthony Podesta participated, and rmre than 30 radio programs around the COlIDtry , 
on which PEOPLE FOR staff, Speakers' Bureau IlEIllbers and , Board nenbers were inter­
viewed. As stated earlier, our Texas Textbook Project victories generated substan­
tial media coverage by Texas television statior:tS and newspapers and other dailies 
around the country, including 'lbe Washington Post and The Olristian Science ?roni tor. 
Our editorial !l'eIDrandum on the creation vs . evolution controversy resulted in sev­
eral editorial endorserrents, including a lead.' editorial in the San FranCisco Chronicle. 
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Dear: Marc: 

Since dictating the attached, we have learned 
that the Sunnen Fotindation of St. Louis, Mo. has 
awarded PFAW its largest gift .. $400,000. 

NL 

I 
'--

1901 Avenue of the Stars. Suite 1600. Los Angeles, California 90067 



Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

ForThe~y 

February 18, 1981 

I am pleased to announce that we have found our National 
Executive Director. He is Tony Podesta, Chief Counsel for the 
International Machinists Union, who will be resigning that post 
next week to begin directing the affairs of PEOPLE FOR. Mr. Podesta 
played an important organization role (on leave from the Machinists 
Union) in the Presidential campaign of Ted Kennedy and was involved 
in the organizational beginnings of Common Cause. Office space is 
now being sought in Washington, D.C., which will be national head­
quarters, and other staff appointments will be announced shortly~ 

The January 29th Board meeting was most productive, In 
attendance were the Reverend William Howard; Reverend Charles 
Bergstrom; Bethual Webster, Esq.; John Lindsay , Esq . ; Reverend 
Phillip Blackwell; Dr . David Mathews; Reverend Claude Broach; 
Stanley Sheinbaum; Jim Autry; Norman Lear; and Dr. Michael McIntyre. 

Here are the results of that meeting: 

"FRIENDS OF ••• " 

At the suggestion of Reverend Howard, it was agreed that we 
establish a group called "FRIENDS OF PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY." 
so as to make use of the amount of well-known individuals who have 
indicated an interest in supporting us. .These would be men and 
women, leaders in any field , with cr edibility in their local areas, 
who could be spokespeople and/or organizers when required. With 
this letter, I would like to ask all Board members to submit the 
names and addresses of any individuals across the country whom you 
feel would make we l come additions to this list. We will contact 
each of the people you suggest, send them all the material on 
PEOPLE FOR, and then ask "them if they would care to become a FRIEND Of. 
(In an attempt to solicit Southern Baptist membership for FRIENDS OF 
PEOPLE FOR •• •• David Mathews' associate. Suzanne Morse, agreed to 
set up an evening in Birmingham. Alabama, with Reverend Auchmuty 
and others. Claude Broach felt he might be able to arrange a couple 
of similar meetings in adjacent states when the Birmingham evening 
is confirmed . Norman Lear would attend these events, hopefully with 

"two members of the Board of Advisors.) 

P.O. Box 23598. L 'Enfant Plaza Station· Waohlngton, D.C. 20024· Telephone 301·652·6158 
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NEWSLETTER 

It was agreed that a monthly or .bimonthly NEWSLETTER be established 
to keep the thousands of people who have contacted us informed of 
our activities. This NEWSLETTER will also be used to recruit new 
members and its commencement will be a high-priority item for Tony 
Podesta as he takes over. 

EXPANSION OF BOARD OF ADVISORS 

The Advisory Board decided to increase Board members from 29, 
our present number, to 40. The selection of eleven new members to 
the Board must take into consideration our present lack of sufficient 
women, blacks, hispanics, and other minorities. We would welcome 
recommendations from all those members of the Board who were not in 
attendance on January 29th, and further suggestions from those who were. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

It was agreed. that" the Board of Directors of PEOPLE FOR -- as 
distinguished from the Board of .Advisors -- be limited to five ~embers. 
The Directors will be considerably more involved with the management 
of PEOPLE FOR, and carry more responsibility for · its thrust and 
activities. Tony Podesta will be contacting Board members individually 
to see who would like to assume the added 9bligation of Director in 
the organization. 

Dr. Michael McIntyre announced that he has agreed to remain as 
a consultant to PEOPLE FOR. as its chief liaison to the mainline church 
groups. The Board was most pleased with D~. McIntyre's continued 
association with the organization. 

GOALS 

The goals of PEOPLE ·FOR THE AMERICAN WAY were discussed at length. 
(See Goals. page 6 of agenda for the January 29 meeting.) David Mathews 
offered to re-phrase the goals to encompass everythi.ng that was discussed. 
Chuck Bergstrom agreed to write a preamble to the Statement of Goals. 
utilizing the suggestion of Claude Broach that PEOPLE FOR make clear 
that it shares the concerns of those millions who have been seduced by 
the simplistic solutions of the Moral Majority -- while offering our own 
solutions and affirmations. 

The goals must also represent a concise and attractive statement 
of the new America we see. In order to respond to the spiritual quest 
in people that is attracting them to the likes of the Moral Majority, we 
must be able to define what is really on "the other side of the bank" to 
which people think they are swimming. And then we have to articulate the 
America ~ see -- a different America, and better than what we have known 
in the past. In ·so doing, we will stress community. Yes. we are a 
pluralistic society, and yes, we stress the individual's right to his 
or her opinion. but we shall also ·emphasize the need for consensus and 
strength in community. 
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When Dr. Mathews and Reverend Bergstrom complete the re-wording 
of goals and the new preamble, it will be forwarded to Reverend Howard 
who has offered to go over it -- and then it will be circulated to 
the Board at large. 

DISCUSSION - EDUCATION MATERIALS 

There was a discussion of the kinds of educational materials 
that PEOPLE FOR will develop and the nature and kinds of organizations 
with which PEOPLE FOR might affiliate for the dissemination of said 
educational materials. "Convening and discussing" groups, such as the 
PTA -- and not specific issue-oriented groups -- represent the kinds of 
organizations with which we might wish to affiliate, it was agreed. 

DISCUSSION - HONORARY CHAIRPERSON 

Gerald Ford and Walter Cronkite were discussed as possibilities for 
the role of honorary chairperson of the organization. We will wait 
until nation headquarters and staff are established -- until our bank 
balance is appreciably larger (and there is every indication it will be 
shortly) -- and until the next generation of telev~sion spots are on the 
air nationally and causing the kinds of media discussio~ we anticipate. 

TELEVISION SPOTS 

The next generation of television spot announcements will be the 
"generic" spots that were formerly intended for radio only. They are 
the ones in which we will see people of all kinds disagreeing about 
how they like their eggs, their music, sports, and television, winding 
up with a well-known person who reminds us that diversity and the right 
to have and express our own opinions is the American Way. 

Jonathan Demme, the young director who just won the New York Critics' 
Award for the best direction of 1980, will be making these television 
spots -- and we expect that the National Advertising Council will 
cooperate in seeing that they are placed on independent television stations 
across the country as Public Service Announcements. Playing at the same 
time with these I'generic" spots will be other 30-second TV announcements 
made from old newsreel clips of such well-known Americans as Everett Dirkson. 
Robert Taft, Ike Eisenhower, Sam Rayburn, etc., etc., espousing conflicting 
ideas in times past. These c,onflicting opinions, on weightly matters of 
state, will be short, quickly-paced (like the spots on eggs) and will 
air along with the new spots, ending with the same message. 

SPEAKERS' TOURS 

There was a full discussion of the plan, submitted by Rogers & Cowan 
(and included ·in the material that preceded the Board meeting)" I to 
construct speaking tours for those on the Board and others who wish to 
travel on behalf of PEOPLE FOR. Speakers will travel with all expenses 
paid, appearing on the important talk and news shows across the country, 
and speaking before important organizations along the way. Tony Podesta 
will be contacting individual Board members with su.ggestions for specific 
tours supplied by Rogers & Cowan. 
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DEBATE - RELIGION AND POLiTICS 

The KING Broadcasting Group of Seattle and the British Broadcasting 
Company have each evinced interest in sponsoring a discussion on 
national TV which would be entitled, "RELIGION AND POLITICS' IN AMERICA," 
featuring two members of our Board talking with. Reverend Jerry Falwell 
and one other. Jim Autry informed that 'the American Magazine Conference, 
consisting of the top 50-75 publishers and editors will be holding a 
national convention in June, and that it migh t be possible to conduct 
this discussion before that. group. We are looki.ng into that now. 

WEEKLY TELEVISION SHOW 

The last subject discussed was the possibility of attempting to 
place on national television, one hour weekly, a religious sh~ that 
would attempt to be more affecting, compelling, uplifting, and 
spiritually fulfilling than any 'of the 700 Clubs, PTL C'lubs, and 
Old-Fashioned Gospel Hours'. The s"how would" be hosted 'by a charismatic 
church leader who was, for the purposes of this hour. each week, non­
denominational. He, our host, would introduce different ministers 
each week who might be filmed in thefr own places of worship, in 
front of their own congregations, exhi5iting the wide range of religiOUS 
experience in America. 

The above idea was discussed at some length in: terms of its 
intentions only. There were no specific sugges.tions for ministers 
and others who might appear on it. The possibility exists that such 
a show could cause the kind of excitement and media response that would 
help to turn the spotlight away from the evangelical superstars of 
the Religious New Right ..• granting that it would be most difficult to 
achieve. Any reactionsor ' further comments regarding the above will be 
very welcome. 

The next Board meeting will be called by Tony Podesta sometime in 
the late spring. We wi ll have the new television spots to view and 
discuss -- a copy of our first newsletter for your comments -- the 
details of our fir·st national television discussion, "Religion and 
Politics in America, II to review -- and much more. . 

7r7- 1y , 

NL!jk 



January 29, 1981 

Dear" Board Member: 

Enclosed is a copy of our latest status report- and a list 

of developmental ~oncepts aubmitted by fellow supporters from 

across the country. As · you can see, we h~ve a full agenda for 

the day and look forward to discussing this material with you and 

any additional ideas you may have for the future growth and 

definition of our ofganiz8tion. 

P.O. Box 2000 • Marlon, Ohio 43302 • Telephone 1,800-648-5000 
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FOrThe~y 

STATEMENT OF PURpOSE 

In times of hardship, in times of crises, societies throughout history 

have experienced wrenching dislocations in ' their fun'damental ~alues and beliefs. 

The decade's of the '~ Eighties ' and Nineties will be troubled times ,-- some· predict 

the lDO~t turbulent since the 1930's -- and we ' are alarmed that some <;.u!"rent 

voices of stridency and . division may . replace tha'se of reas'on .and ,unity ... _ "If these 

voices continue unchallenged, the results will be predictable: an increa.se in 

tension among races, classes and religions, a ri"se in "demonology" and hostility, 

a breakdown in community and social spirit, a deteriora.tion of free and open 

dialogue, and the 'temptation to grasp at simplistic solutions for complex 

problems. 

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN 'WAY was established to addre"8s these .matters. Our 

pu~pose is to meet the challenges of discord and fragmentation with an affirmation 

of "the American Way." By this we mean pluralism, individuality, freedom of 

thought, expression and religion, a s'ense, of coamunity, and tol~rance a':ld compassion 

for others . We stand for values and principles, not for single· issues, chosen 

candidates, or par-tis an causes. 
! 

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY will reach out to all ' Americans and affirm that 

in our society, the in4ividual still matters; that there is reason to believe in 

the future not to despair of it -- and we must strengthen the common cords that 

connect us aa humans and as citizens. 

P.O. Box 23598' L'Enfant Plaza Station' Washington, D.C. 20024' relephone 301·652·6158 

.. . ' 
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The long-term agenda .of PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY is broad. It includes 

reducing social tension and polarization, encouragi~g community participation, 

fostering understanding among different segments of our society. and increasing 

the level and quality ~f public di<:ll.ogue. 

Yet we cannot address everything at once. So, we are confronting first what 

we believe to be the greatest immediate threat to our pluralistic society: the 

growing power 0.£ the Religious New Right. 

This new movement -- as documented by the statements of some leaders of the 

Religious New Right -- would impose on the public debate a rigid and absolutist 

set of positions on what is and is not "Chri.stian." implying that there is only 

one Christian position on any given political issue. We support the right of the 

religious community to speak out on social and political issues. However, 

religious leaders ove~helmingly contend and we also believe -- that "it is 

arrogant and destructive to assert that one set of political questions is Christian, 

and endorsed by God, and that all others are un-Christian.". 

As an educational institution, we shall communicate with the American people 

through printed materials •. ra~io. television", public le<:tures and discussions. We 

will gather information, analyze it, and distribute" our" findings to the public l.n 

a man~er t~at provides for full and fair exposition of the issues. 

*Statement of the Washington Inter-religious Staff Council. 
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Our highest purpose "is "to nurture a national c.limate that encourages and 

enhances the human spir~t " rather than one wh~ch divides people into hostile 

camps. By educating the Ami;!rican people" arid raising their level of "understanding " 

"a~out the basic " tenets by which our society is "sustained, P"EOPLE FOR THE 

AMERICAN WAY will fulfill its mission. 

# 

121780jg 
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Advisors Meeting -- Janu~ry 29. 1981. 

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

ACTIVITY TO DATE 

1. Incorporated, Washington. D.C .• September 4. 1980 by Williams & Connolly 
fi rm; 

2. Board of Advisors constituted by September 15, 1980 (see full list 
current Board~ Exhibit A); 

3. August, ·1980. ,First TV ads cast an_d produced"; 

4. Qctober 15~ 1980. First meeting of Advisory Board: 

• Board approved TV spots; 
• Board approved first direct mail piece; 
• Di scussed and approved response ' to "800" number; 
• Approved TIDES fOUNDATION affiliation for tax exempt 

status; . 

5. October 6, 1980. Received tax exempt status (throu9h TIDES FOUNDATION) 
Stanley Weithorn, Esquire; leading public affairs tax attorney repre­
senting PEOPLE FOR ... in this area; 

6. October 19, 1980. First TV spots were aired between October 19 and 
,November 10, 1980. TV spots played in over 32 markets in 23 states, 
reaching over 20 million different adults with an av~rage of 3.3 
exposures each; 

7. TV spots also appeared on CBS Evening News. Good Morning America. Th~ 
Today Show, ABC Nightl ine, etc .• thus reaching an additional 20 to 30 
million people; 

8. 28 additional TV and radio appearances arranged by Kathy Berlin arid 
Robin 'Kanter of Rogers and Cowa·n. Members of the Board of Advisors 
have discussed and debated central issues involving PEOPLE FOR ..• on 
national and local TV shows across the country; (See Exnibi t B); 

9. Coverage in the print media of our TV spots and the formation of our 
Board of Advisors has been extensive . . . bringing our efforts to the 
attention of additional millions of people; (See Exhibit B); 

10. PEOPLE FOR ... TV spots were continued in Washington, D.C. t:hroughout 
November and into December (see TV budget figures for cost details. 
Exhibit C ); 
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Advisors" Meeting -- January 29, 1981 

ACTITIVY TO DATE (cont.) 

11. DIRECT MAIL. 100,000 pieces of direct mail went out in November, 
resulting in a near-6% donor response (details in Current Status 
Report and Exhibit D); 

12 . Continuing search for an Executive Director. I"nterviews held on 
recolllTlendations of numerous Senators. bus; ness leaders", publ; c affai rs 
leaders, etc. (details follow in Current Status Report). 

Page 2 



Ad~isors Meeting, January 29~ 1981 

PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

CURRENT STATUS REPORT 

I. RESULTS OF TV SPOTS 

a) .. We received close to 10,000 responses (as of 12/22/80) to 
the "800" number. Respondents received PEOPLE' FOR ... circular, PEOPLE 
FOR ... bacKground paper, return-mail card for donations. 
An'd many . volunteered their .time and talent. 

b) · Donations resulting ff'om return-mail cards .i! .veraged $100 each. 
(These cards were enclosed wHh the brochure.) 

(see Oirect MOil Report, Exhibit 0) 

2. RESULTS OF DIRECT MAIL CAMPAIGN 

a) Donations of $95,741 (as of December 22, 1980); 

b) Offers' of assistance from jndividuals; desire to establish local­
branches of PEOPLE FOR ... ; 

(see State-By-State Breakdown, Exhibit E) 

c) Offers:' of !lssistance and/or affiliation from many organizations; 

(see State-By-State Breakdown, . Exhibit E) 

3.. TAX DEDUCTIBLE STATUS 

PEOPLE FOR .. .- stil'l qua 1 ifyi ng as fully tax-deducti b 1 e via affil i a ti on 
with TIDES FOUNDATION. Mr. Weithorn currently petitionin9 IRS for· 
independent tax-deductible status. PEOPLE FOR . . . is expected to have 
thlS status. by June 1981; 

4. FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 

a) Current Bank Balance . . . . . .. 
Pledged; due shortly . . . . . .. 
Projected results next direct mail 

(for details of 'money spent-to-date', staff, 
TV spots, printing and placement of spots, 
Breakdown~ . E.xhibit C) 

b) Fund"Raisin9 

$206,000 
550,000 
150,000 (net) 

travel, production of 
etc., see Financial 

No organized fund-raising strategy has as yet been set. Money 
received thus far is the result of limited efforts : To be discussed: 

• Fund-raising strategems; . 
• Individuals, Foundations, Corporations; 
• Advisory Board's direct participation; 
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Advisors Meeting, January 29~ ~981 

CURRENT STATUS REPORT (cont.) 

5. ADVISORY BOARD AND DIRECTORS 
. . I 

29 members now on Board. Only two women~ three b·1acks. no other ethnics. 
We should discuss: 

• Re-coIlJPositjon; 
• Makeup: Religious figures vis-a-vfs secular; 
• Responsibilities; ' 

Di rec'to,rs : 

Mr. Norman Lear 
Mr. William Thompson 
Bishop James Matthews 
Dr. David Matthews 
Dr. Colin Williams 

6. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR SEARCH 

. Na rrowed down to: 

EUGENE EIDENBERG 
Secretary to the Cabinet, 
AssiStant to the President (.Carter Administration); 

CAROL TUCKER FOREMAN 
Ex-President, Consumer Federation of America, 
Assistant Secretary of A9riculture (1977-1981), 
Commission on Population and America's Future; 

TONY PEDESTA 
Legal Counsel. Mac'hinist Union, 
In charge of all advance wor~, KennedY' Campaign; 

JOHN RYOR 
Associate Assistant, Executive Office of the Pr~sident 

(1979-1980) , 
President. National Education Association (1975-1979); 

I 
Marjorie Tabankin. National Director of Vista since its inception. 
has been functioning as a paid consultant in this search and in i 
help·ing to establish a table of organization and staff structure . 

I 

Permanent offices appear likely to be in Washin9ton. D .. C. 

Fi na 1 detenni nati on' of Executi ve Oi rector wi 11 be soon . 

P~ge : 4 



Advisors Meeting. January 29, 1981 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

GOALS 

1. To continue to advocate and aff irm traditional American pluralism 
in our political process. 

2. To support the free expression of diverse religious beliefs consistent 
with our Constitution and our history. 

3. To help to generate discussion and debate on all issues, encouraging 
people to form their own views and convey them freely and proudly . 

4. To encourage all citizens to participate in the political process, 
with special emphasis on the young voter . 

. 5. To help the individual believe again th~t he/she matters. To help 
aff i rm other human/ spiritual verities. 
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Advisors Meeting. January. 29~ 1981 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

1. TV SPOT ADS 

The i~pact of PEOPLE FOR .. . resulted in large part .from the TV ads 
which appeared nationally in November and December. 

One of our .major thrusts will be! continued presence on TV . 

a} Individuals and groups have asked permission to raise their 
own funds to run our known spots in their communities from 
time to time as they feel the need. This is being explored . 

b} We are pre·paring new TV spots; 

People--all sizes. shapes; colors and creeds talking about 
how they like their eggs cooked--and disagreeing. One likes . 
them boiled. Another hates them boiled and only likes them 
fried hard . Som.eone loathes eggs hard, likes to see the yellow 
running. Runny yellow makes one kid barf~ she can only eat them 
scrambled. A fry cook hates eggs altogether--fried them all 
day!!! And we cut to Jean Stapleton or Carrol O'Connor or 
Paul Newman or a well-k.nown .person from!!1t field, who says: 
"Diversity ·. Freedom of opinion. The right to hold and express 
your own bel~efs. That's the American Way. Brought to you by 
PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY." 

Four totally generic. TV spots will be filmed. One on how people 
like their eggs . Others on Sports. Television and Modern Music. 

All ending with a· different well-known person espOUSing the glory 
of being an American in this pluralistic society. 

These TV spots will qualify as Public Service Announcements and 
we expect to have them circulated to some 300 TV stations in 
Aprfl--atno charge for air time . 

After their run as Public Service Announcements, they will be 
available to local groups for TV use in their communities as they 
may requ; re and at the; r expense .• 

We are developing a group of major film-making talents who will 
produce and direct these spots . • . assuring that they will be 
entertaining. compelling and visually exciting . . 

WHEREVER THE MORAL MAJORITY AND OTHERS ARE ACTING TO CONFUSE AND 
OBFUSCATE ISSUES WITH THE SUGGESTION THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE 
CHRISTIAN OR PRO-AMERICAN POSITION, PEOPLE FOR ... WILL BE ON HAND 
TO AFFIRM THE RIGHT OF EACH AMERICAN TO HOLD ANY OPINION. 
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FUTURE ACT! VITI ES (cont.) 

TV SPOT ADS (cont.) 

c) Additional TV Spot Ads 

Advisors Meeting, January 29, 1981 

We wilJ prepare spots that relate directly to specific issues-­
affirming only the right of every individual to come to his or 
her own conclusion on that issue . 

As 1982 approaches, we will be on hand with additional TV spots 
that will encourage participation of America IS youth. Aggre·ssive, 
entertaining, uplifting spots unlike anythi"ng yet done on the 
subject. 

TV spots will be prepared to address the re-awakening of the . 
traditional American work ethic. 

o All work is proud work. 

o Success is not! matter of winning or losing. 

o We e·xperience succes~ .at the level of doing our best. 

THERE IS NO SUNDAY SERMON RELATED TO THE QUALITY-OF FAMILY LIFE, 
WORK, PERSONAL ASPIRATION, UNIVERSAL MORAL VALUES, ETC . , THE 
ESSENCE OF WHICH IS NOT SUSCEPTIBLE TO DISTILATION INTO A 60-
SECOND TV SPOT COMMERCIAL . PEOPLE FOR ... WILL ATTEMPT TO 
MAINLINE SUCH UPLIFTING MESSAGES TO THE MASS CONSCIOUSNESS VIA 
TELEVISION. 

The Advertising Council's Public Service Ad Campaign Serv.ice 
Center has expressed interest in helping PEOPLE FOR ... realize 
the above. ---

2. EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 

a) Dissemination of circulars , booklets, essays old and new. etc .• · 
trumpeting and illuminating traditional American values: .pluralism 
in our. political process; the free expression of diverse religious 
b"e1iefs; the blessings of the Bill .of Rights; the dangers of 
assertions that proclaim an "Unchristian" position on pol itical 
issues, .etc . 

Oissimination to schools. churches. li·braries, social and politic"al 
clubs--and for inclusion in newspapers and periodicals . 
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Advisors Meeting. January 29, 1981 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES (cant.) 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS (cant.) 

b) Short Films and Tapes 

0) 

We will encourage documentary and other film-makers to gear 
their efforts towards the area of our concerns. Several pre­
liminary meetings with outside film-makers have already taken 
place. Such' films will be distributed ·to schools, libraries 
and for play on local independent and cable stations. 

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA EDUCATIONAL FILM DIVISION HAS 
. ALREADY CONTACTED US IN THIS REGARD AND MAY · BE .OUR DISTRIBUTION 

ARM. 

Books --

Several authors have contacted us to: 

i) Base a book on our efforts; 

ii) To include our efforts in books now being written on the 
current threat to traditional American pluralism (Jim 
Sega I man) . 

3. SPEAKERS' BUREAU 

PEOPL[ FOR . . , will build its own stable of theologians, scholars. 
educators and others who will make individual appearances to speak 
andl.or appear on TV in. cities around the country. 

In some cases, tours wi 11 be organ; zed for a week or two of speaki ng 
engagements and public appearances on behalf of PEOPLE FOR ... and 
its current concerns, 

(Please see Proposal for Speakers I Tours, Exllibi,t F) ', 

4. TV DEBATES AND/OR DISCUSSIONS 

The BBC is interested in producing a 90-minute discussion of Religion 
and Politics in America with Reverend Falwell and someone lik'e Paul 
Wyerich talking to a member of our Board and someone like Mark Hatfield. 

A major Independent Broadcas t Group wi 11 co-sponsor thi s even:t--.and it 
can be syndicated day and date to the rest of the country via satellite. 

A series of such discussions is possible--and necessary if we are to 
accept Qurobligation to inform and illuminate where for so many 'of our 
people only confusion reigns. . . 

Page 9 



Advisors Meeting. January 29. 1981 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

5. GRASS ROOTS 

From the response received thus far (see State-by-State Report, 
Exh.ibit E). it is· apparent that we ha·ve the beginnings of a national 
organization at the grass roots level . 

We can organi ze them offi ci a 11 Y ,. or use 1 oca 1 support ina more ad hoc. 
infonnal manner. 

In either event . PEOPLE FOR ... · will have as much support at the local 
level .as it may require: 

a) . To identify local problems that relate to our concerns . .. and 
to assist us in addressing those concerns with that assistance . 

I .E., LIBRARY ASSOCIATIONS REPORT EFFORTS TO FORCE THE REMOVAL 
OF CERTAIN BOOKS AND AUTHORS. . 

Our generic commercials c~n be of palpable help in this situation 
wherever it is occuring. 

THERE ARE FURTHER REPORTS OF TEXT BOOK CENSORSHIP. 

(Please see Report of Jenkinson; Exh.i,bH G). 

b)" To raise funds ·on the local level to air the TV commercials we 
provide. 

c) To provide forums--at colleges and universities; before Chambers 
of Commerce and like groups--for our speakers to address . 

6. RESEARCH 

PEOPLE FOR .. . is in contact with every research group that is ~oncentra­
ting on the Religious New Right, including: 

• Wes McCuen's Group Research; 

• Chuck Swann; 

• Institute for Applied Economics; 

• Stamford Uni versity; 

• Several independent authors; 

PLUS 

Th.e major polli.ng houses, conduct\ng speci.al surveys on a 
now and then basts. 
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Advi sors Meeti ng, January 29, 19.81 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES (cont.) 

RESEARCH (cont.) 

When there is. a special need and our budget allows, we will engage 
one of these organizations to conduct such special research. 

BE ADVISED · THAT EVERYONE CONDUCTING RESEARCH ON RELIGION AND POLITICS 
IN AMERICA IS AWARE OF PEOPLE FOR ... AND APPLAuDS OUR EFFORTS. THEY 
APPEAR TO BE IN TOTAL AGREEMENT THAT, DESPITE OCCASIONAL S IGNSOF 
DISARRAY IN THEI R RANKS, THE RELIGIOUS RIGHT MUST BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 
THEY WILL BE HERE FOR A LONG TIME. 

7. FUND RAISING 

a)" 400,000 pieces of direct mail--similar to the first Mrect mail 
piece will be going out next month (see Exhibit H). 

b) PEOPLE FOR ... with the help of its Board, must identify individuals, 
foundations and corporations who may be empathetic to our efforts. 

c) We are planning a major fu~d-rais;ng event in Los Angeles for the 
TV and film community (to date, PEOPLE FOR ... has made no general 
solicitation of that community). 

How many of our Board can be there if the time is convenient and 
expenses are ~aid? 

And in what other community can a major fund raiser be planned? 

d) The possibility of building a computerized mailing list from among 
the millions of mainline church-goiryg people who share our concerns 
should be done over an 8-month period. 

8. AFFILIATION WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

Allowing single-issue groups to pay ·for and air our TV spots for their 
purposes, but retaining our total identity, i.e., Planned Parenthood 
running our generics. 

(See Working With Other Groups, Exhibit I.) 

9. ISSUES FOR THE 80'S PANEL 

The establishment of a satellite "think tank," composed of recognized 
thinkers who ·wish to work with PEOPLE FOR ... 

It could . serve as the core of the Speakers Bureau and would includ~ 
ethicists, historians, political scientists, sociologists and those 
religious historians who focus on the relationship of secular and 
religious groups (such as Alan Geyer, at the Churches' C~nter for 
Theology and Public Policy). Some representation would come, of course, 
from our Advisory Board also. 

Page II 



Advisors Meeting, January 29~ 1981 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES (cont . ) 

10 . MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

Speaks for itself. 

11. HONORARY CHAI RPERSON 

Efforts· are in progress to secure a leading American 9 a world-wide 
figure, for this post. 

12. TELEVISION PROGRAMMING 

Develop a new inter-denominational Church of the Air and 
find our own charismatic church leaders. 

(Reverend Jimmy Allen and the Southern Baptist Convention plan 
. ·form the American Christian Television Network.) 

Page 12 



ForTheUL rray 

19 December 1980 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Inter-Religious Affairs Director, American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 65th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

At our first meeting I read yqu the television spots which later became the 
commercials we have been airing across the country. I also read some 30 second 
radio spots which I termed "Generic" because they dealt with nothing more than 
everyone's right to hold their own opinions-and as they concluded they did not 
suggest that the listener phone or write; the announcer merely said, "Brought to 
you by PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY.TT To refresh your memory further, I 
attempted to perform for you 8 number of individual voices commenting on how 

. they liked their eggs cooked. You heard a waitress in a luncheonette followed by a 
mechanic in a garage and a kid in a playground, etc., saying: "I like my eggs 
softboiled." "Softboiled? That's icky. I like them over-easy." "I hate them over­
easy. Poached are the only way." "I hate poached eggs 'cause you goUa eat the 
toast with it." "Gimme them fried and sunny-side up every time!" "Eggs? rm a 
fry-cook. I fry them all day. I hate eggs!!" 

These lines were all delivered quickly, some overlapping, and ending in about 23 
seconds. Then the announcer's voice was heard to say: "Diversity. The freedom to 
hold and express your own thought. That's the American Way. Brought to you by 
PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY." 

That was the entire commercial. Nothing more. We produced them for radio only 
and they turned out very well. At the last moment, however, we decided to run 
only the 60 second commercials with which you are familiar. 

Now I all these weeks later, and after the very positive experience of running the 
one-minute commercials, it occurs to me that we can make good use of the generic 
radio spots described above. There is a situation il). Wisconsin where local groups 
are insisting that certain books be removed from the public library. (At their 
personal direction of course.) In Tennessee there are football coaches insisting 
that their teams pray before each game despite the law which prohibits such 
organized and directed prayer activity. In several other states there other 
"bookburning" controversies Decuring. 

1901 Avenue of the Stars· Suite 1600 • Los Angeles. California 90067 

, 



19 December 1980 - Page 2 

If we had the money on hand now-or at any time for that matter-it would be 
nice to have the generic ··spots which simply affirm that in America each of us is 
entitled to our own opinions and that diversity is the rule-playing on radio 
stations across the country. Since we can't make that large a radio buy, however, I 
thought it would be productive to purchase time in Tennessee, Wisconsin and other 
places where people may be confused about their ability to think freely-and to 
play our generic spots in those communities. We would be taking no position-not 
even articulating the · issue, for that matter-as you can see by rea!=l.i.ng the 
comments about eggs above. But we would be affirming the role of diversity and 
pluralism in American life that brought""iiS"8D. together in the first place. 

Unless you have objections, PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY will begin to air 
the generic radio spots in selected communities. If you find any objection I would 
appreciate your thoughts. 

Sincerely, 

Norman Lear 

NL/km 
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rights. 

Breoking . .:tly . vo"" is 1l11l'1orsl. Upon tak1ng effie", publ!c servants von to 

obey the Constituticn, whieh mandates equal .treatment em prot.cUo:!!. The 

majority of them 1l!l1llorally bre.ak their VOTl by playing r"vori tes with dangerous 

criminals, pr~cticing selective law-~nactment, law-enforcement, and lew-

interpretation I\gf:ilJ.nst thp.1r victims, or d~!1y1ng th~m an p.qual and fn'-r-ehe.re 

of tax-funded servi.ces and benefl te • . 

D~adly .p~Rjud!ce.~ga1~8t pregnant persons (fe~les) by our imnoral, mel~~ . ' . ... . . ''' . . , 

controlled government that violates their Const! tuti onnl :!',nd 00.1 t€d Natio!l t S 
. . 

human rights to 'proteetion froE1 criminal aD.d governmental harm E'.!ld d1BC1'1m1n-

"tion in the legislative, judicial and health 'cere s~st.",s, 1s cousing thei" 
, ' 

suffering and dying fro", violent-crime Injur!.es, cOl:lpuleory ch1ldhirth, illegal 

abortions, and suicide. ( The riak of dying from ~a1nful ~hndbirth is nine . " 

times great"r t.h;oo the risk of dying fro," :p • .lnl~.s abortion, with mOI't'!l1ty 
, 

I'ates of minot's b~ing' 10 pt;'!!'cen t h~ght':r then edults. Before 1973 pro-ehoicf> 

rulings, 1llegal abortions wer~ a le~dlng CQUBP, of m~terRal death, with four . . . . . . , 

of five butch~red-de~d being no~whlte. Unwanted pregno~cy triggers suicide. 
' " , . -

Pregllan t ",inor c.i'.ild"en are "ine tines m()"0 l1k~l:v to co"",,1 t suicide th on tbeir 

peers, whose suicide r!1l.te, has laereased 125 porc 8nt in two deoadp.s whil.e· th.nt 

.for adults has reme.1ned A.bout the Same. Most wives beaten if cal\g~t using 

eontraceptives or when refusing to secure unwe.nted abortions -- and those re.ped 

vag1nally or or311y -- attempt suleldp. In a quarter of violent marriages, 

wiv.s are criminally •. ttacked 1'Jhilp. pregnant, causing i~jurles And suicide, 

lIl1soar.riag;es, stl,llbirths. and, fetal ·defects. Thus. immoral l"woakers, fa1l1ng 

to protect all victims from abuse, aid and abet favored criminals ie thei" 

injuring, crippling or killing both the chlldbeerer ADd unborn child.) 
~ 

U!l.rEl'ped lawmakers or- those U11QWnrfl tha.t :!l m..fe.' s Conett tutiOBSl rights to 

equal prot6ctlon of rape laws 1s superior to a husb"nd's state-gra9ted conjugal 

rights, end tha.t foreibl~ vaginal, QIlP.! or orlll rape is crimica.l behavior, not 

I!"JI":'!t.Q.l conjugQl rel"atl0Z1G .• praotioe eelPJotlve le.w-I'!nactment by Beldon ClaSSify· 

{~ 



.... -./ l~g iI'ari tal r8p~: ',BS til cr'lmf'.! ·~; . ·ThuS, ' ·t1if"e~ most 
pregaoncy, bec!ll1a~ theya .. ", ·vUIR.r"ble to' secom 

" . ' " '" 

"u:m.~-';~U8 ~·~ci1ii;'s . of c~ I.,inftl ~ 
awl. Guboe'que:at cr11"1n&1 ·"ttac~ 

", -, ' 

.,lt1lout fertil1zation-preventlon tr~8tment, h"v~ besn .,..de ineligible for Ifedl­

.• >8id and arI",.,. VIctim eompe.ns atiol> abortions. In Or"so" rap.eli daughters ""d 
" - . ..' " . 

.,lve_a (~llIl .evell .. !lottl.pr ~ho ",,-S rapeel. by hpr 17~e.r;;old . eon) wet falsely 

report b .. l.cg r .aped by strangers to bl': ·"l1!!lbl .. fo:" compeBsetlolt for •. bortlons 8t 

aulclde-tI'~-ventlon -tr~atm~t. Th~ f'lrs.t .. ~~O of cr'u:e-!-e-latip-d c 'oata Mot be1as 

paid aoy v ietim, Orego .. 1.VJm!k.r. h • . v",. 1,, · effect, ' bMned abortie,,-s for poor 
. .- ," . ' I' .:', _ _ _ , . . _ ~ ___ " . .... _ .. . _ , __ ,, _ , .. 

,v.l~l"'''" 'a", Congr .... · pr~eUces tJj·;·-tfs·cal -absurdi ty ~f d."ying $:500 abortions 
. i " , . 

Nstl0.il.w1d", "",s·t poor fe",el.·. repoI't l1Ielllg while payin!! ~3,OOO childb1rths. 

r.ap"'~ eVf'!ry 72 hours to I"ccel ve Mf-dlceld.-abt'rtiollsY Or wl11Ce~g~e8D provide , 
< 

B'-hour bodyguard protectioflto evert person or :' ch.-1li b" • .r1:1g ,;se ·to proteGt 
' . ' . . ., _ .'. r . ' , . • , 

the., fro .. vlol~nt ru::d sexuaUy-dsngprouB crl"1n~.ls~ . . . . ' . . , 
, 

.1'< major perU,,_, "r g1rls ~ho run",,~.y· frog 'home > orR flee1ng to escap~ ,f'urtlle, 
"J 

sexual abuse. Wltbflut el!'l~nclp~ted minot" atattls~ th~~ do not . turn ·-to eutho~l-
. ~) 

ties for protectIo" because they rellr bdng trMtpll. 11ke .. 18wbr..aker 'fa!' run-
. , ..' . 

< 

. -ni~~9.W8~; lns.te.sdof the 'vic'tlm ' o'f a-18;b;p,~ker. Bp.~·-fta"hoEeies·s :.--: ·p~iID1-ie.ss. 

jobless. foedless. am. hopel.ss (suloi6 .. 1) n.s ~ny esmbnd.ian refugee., thAs&. 

retugee$ fJ'Om th .. dsngp.rou. orimlMle in th.~!r · hO"'~B. must turn tc l:n"Bal . ,. , 
" " 

!lct1vlty to ,survive" , . Jlbout 70 pere-"t <£ the!ll turn to prost1tutlcA, '3d 81'6 · 
. ' , . 

ag81nat more til .. " half of these child prosti tutM 1s i"eest, .u"" "R~ out at 
. - .. , . . : , . 

thr.ee of · the .. seekabortioRs. Oa,,-tili!d of All t!!X-fu!·.d~d ~boI'tlQas · are given 

r '- . --, -- - __ ~ _ . , __ _ .• '. 

age to cona ent to ,heterosexuel Intereours;'~ - B-~caus-o- on~"';' oUt' of:.: tbr,?e · 'babt~s 
.. _., . '. . ' . 

, . 
bOl'n 01' on lOi)'stuous r~I"tlon.h1p sr_ lJ,,~ ",.atslly ... tqrde/l .• protMUlI!! .child-.. 
bearers f"oll Incest would auto ... tlco.11y prctectth". benlth of the: f~tU9 • . . 

AIItl-.. bortlo .. ~ .st }"""'m~rs and judS"O, forgetting that f"",~l"s do' BO.t 01'111-
. . r . . 

lnsllylt1pr~s""te tru.mseives ... m . !In!nor.liyd1aob~ylng the ConstituUo!'" ": order 
l • . " ., . . , 

to protect th- health and life of ""~ry p~r.on · (aonv1obl~ ' f~.tUMS under ·silt 

~,a~s. Of' e·g~. w~re deflMd ~~ t~~ '. ~~~~i~~e·1 ~~~t to t)e '~~~p~~90~n ~~th~i' 
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Conattttltlo"~l rights), ruoi , the .. I p g'~l1y;, torturing, erlppl1!ig ""d ~j 

klll1,IlB T~""les 1.& ccnpulsory, childblzoth as, 'puJli s b"" ,llt reI' tbeir being bora 

feiJ!,l.le -- ;!1! tIl," vl.b11~ '~lal!Ol1o.g . f.l !!.(HtopolY on ;!orflllty -- ere AS l1f1mor~l ~s 

prf!"'CQ.Rs.t1tutioA .Chris.tilIne who l.~g?..lly tor't'u:r.~d. c:r1ppl~d and k;tl1~a witeh!"s •. 

p"".rlesspecple Tlllo th~ll"ht<liff~!'eotly thv" the "'''jorHy of SO(li~ty. 

i1e.ay reliE?loua arX:. govf-rnment ,1~!!I.dt'l'a 'ar.~ pred1C,~ing :luoien!' 'fJ01'ld 1!J.!'tr III 

1a _nhlcb ;best ~ec,t;le i~ :"~,eriea 'fIil1 die bCl"!"'l b1y r.~\th1!1 six mon.ths t:r,o)n. the 

tSru.llL~ • . ~~by .e·i;~;1-1rl · pny 'chl1-db!'~rer"'" su.t't,.. J.~ -p"", ia ~n5-~t-ak:- at'J-e-tb- -1n -c:hl~b1rth 

oft1y- to watcll ~ c..lll1dr- f' :1. d1.o! "!n _.UUC1E::ir. ':"8:'. 

t10E!~1 ~' !l:f1{ 1.\1l1 e:'!tl-~b~!'tlca.1Bt~ C'r" !l!'-·o"'cho:i.0f p"'e:pl~ h":'lp lobby for.- Peflce­

w1thout-Bloodsht:d COQf '!:r,~ncea to s,"c!Jl'eC'!'litt'c Net1~.s refom to prevellt war 

~.nq V101e.ut cr1~es by :l~~v16t~ :c.t If" p:1o:L~t!.v/". ~udl,c1~1 ~nd E:dueatio.~l Ileus'l 

U 1)0. i"irlt~ m~ .,_ w~ will- .s~ .e .\thJ:ch group oar~s' the .mest ",bout e.ll hUSl8D. lite. 

Csr1n.p, pf':opl ;Y- " I.olr. 89""'. hF.!l P 3u~ele.el' 'or . cr1:e~i!Hu.ly--1mpr~.gnn tee, vic tiE of 

ince:3-tuDua or osr.ite,l l"l'?~ f'il F Ip~f;U.1t:s 1n '!;~ f~_d~r2.1 c.curts chall"nging the 

cOll·:;t'i tu'ti" OR'!l l1-ty-"o"f" -, '~:r:pl!ft1-ve:-,:;-t~tu~s tt -'61 f!c'rimr..n. tion .1n. ' Cr!..~,:,,; Vic tri'!- Com'oenstl­

tio!'! lll'O£X'SH" ,ndJi(.fi'Hnr. l!UmH"ill.l'hte 171;"" tion 8UUS in IJnit"'''' l:ot!lon~s 
cou:,ts. chfirgiaE. J:,merics '!s cpul?.! of effective la,?J-¢'nfcrc(~al~Dt mech~:l:ID:S t'!Qd 

accesS to iB'.pe.!'tlp.!.l :. co~p /!') tf".nt jU.at.io 'f' sy;: t.~ms t.o !":.'!ost vi.ot1~s of orisp-s' 1IIp',alns1 

pursuH of ll.pp1ness. 

Ca~1ng p~opl~. ple~se h~lp S~eUl~~ stAte ~a1 fp.d~r~l H~alth. tife ARd Jus­

t1cf" Prot~c_tlon Constitut10B.~1 ~e.."nd~("-n~s th,:?,t will enable sl.l p~ople to att'!.1a 

Snd. ~~n:~~,~p. the~r .llu~_!ln rig:hts t ,o .bs:!lc r!~C~'9Sit:i~, -_, -he~ltll - al'ld -1'1.fe 'pro­

tective sp.rvice8j am comp~:a.s,.tlo.m for nll crime-r~l'"1!.t~d costs aJild lOS8~U!.· . '(It 

1,5 e. 'better soluti'~n ~o the aGcption iSE.u~ t~~,~ thei!l.lm.n I.ife. AJi~A.d.lleat be-

ce.U8t it abol15b~s .the, root CEl US ;::S !lei" c::> ~k:1ng p:':ople choose. ~bort1Q.5 cv~r 

fidare8s~d. doubl e-e·tUlp!'c f"fivelope to ;'I;.~., [lro let ?I1(! knaw if you ",111 
the laos:su1 ts -eJld -'Peacifi-iJ:.tllout ... Bl(;o~:sb:od Coro.f Fr1"'nees. 

Chrl "Uae ",,..depson. 289 Liberty Stnet. Mbland, Or~gc1!l 971:20 

C~~~ 
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TO: 

m:J.1: 

RE : 

DATE : 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Anthony T. Podesta "11 .. Lt 

Executive Director \.,.-, 

Proposed Televi s i on Program 

August 7 , 1981 

Attached is a oopy of the proposal prepared by Charlie Brackbill 
on the IX>tential for an al ternative regular television sbaR. We v.ould 
very rruch appreciate it if you could find time to review this proposal 
paying special attention to the nature of the target audience and on 
the type of shC>'l that Peopl e for t he American Way might successfully 
produce . 

If it v.ould be at al l possible to receive your ccmrents in the 
next two weeks , we ~uld appreciate it. 

1015 18th St reet, N.W . • Suite 310 • Wash. D.C. 20036 • Telephone 202.822.9450 

A Project of the Tides Foundation 



July 22. 1981 

1537 Deerp3th, Mountainside, N .J- 07092 

Nr.Norman Lear 
1901 ,Avenue of the Stars 
Beverly Hills. Calif. 90213 

Mr.Tony Podesta 
1015 18th St. N.W. 
Suite 310 
lvashington. D. C. 20036 

Dear Norman and Tony: 

This paper is considerably more than commiss"ioned, 
.or offered in our- initial conversations, and this 
accounts for the delay. 

But as I got \vorking on it f one thing led to another. 
tor example, I reasoned that there ' Has not much point 
in talking about how to find our television host, if 
we didnlt have some idea of the kind of ~k. Right "we 
want. And that in t"urn can't be discussed wi,thout · 
some attempt to define the audience, Hhich h(~lps to 
determine our choice of format and style- a,nj ,· all 
of that within a religious frame\vork. Thus my 
attempt to set alt of this in the context ·of what 

·the oppo.si~ion is· a1).. abqu~ .rel igiously. 

If the ., wQol~ .· first part seems more like what you 
~'_idi.ll..: · ... .;rClut to eV-2"r knC!" , ,Tluc'~"l Tess ask, abcl..!.t 
religion, , ... ell what ·can 1 say! · I went on about it 
·50 extensively ·beca~se it really is· kind of an out": . 

. rageous thing we ~re contemplat.ing here . . Well, .if . 
no·t outrageous, how aboqtpretty damn unusual, · but 
so right and necessar:y . .... ' . 

Reli·gion may seem like quite a woods, and prett.y· hard 
it is to fell the tree·s. But· those of us down here 
among ··the· trees want to help you see ·both the \·iQods 
and ·the trees -at least ·enough to get on tv-ith what He 
be~ieve is an exciting, and very necessary project.. 

Dick joins me in 

RECEIVED 
JUl2 7 1981 

PEOPLE FOR THE MolER/CAN WAY 
\\': . ::: ~I ~~'3TON , D.C. 20036 

~etings. . I 
Sinc(r('l¥. L 

V[;v1,1\ J 
Charles Brackbtll 

I 
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A RELIGIOUS TELEVISION SERIES 

FOR 
PEOPLE FOR THE AMERICAN WAY 

By 

THE AMERICAN VALUES INSTITUTE 
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HORAL 
MAJORITY 
IN 
CONTEXT 

, 
I , 

Obviously there are those within: the ranks of 
People for the American Way who understand the 
new conservative political situation very ~ell. 
It is the essence of our thesis here that the 
strictly religious dimensions of the Moral 
Majority must be understood equally as well. 
This may not be so simple. There are some 
distinctions to be made, as for example . 
between the new political/religious alliances 
on one hand, and Protestant conservative 
religion on the other; between millennialism 

"and evangelicalism, "among others. And above 
. all, ' there is a need to clarify the central 
"beliefs of fundamentalism as some groups now 
ma~e ' common cause with the political new 

"right. 

~he Moral Majority is one expression of 
relig iOllS ·fundamentalism w·edded to poli t;i..cal 
action. Of course, it isn1t a majority and 
its adherents may be no more moral than the 
rest of us. The research shows that they 
hanker after the same material . blessings as 
most people. (And indeed, . some branches of 
furidamentalism promise .explicit material 
bless ings."> . 

In fact the actual dominant philosophy· in· 
this country, according to Bob Bellah, .· is · 
the amoral majority. It is the belief ~n, 
aI")d pursuit of success, .winning, looking 
out ·for number one - get yours and ·keep it. 
Tc the. Ef"-rkeley se.e":, 3.nd others, * thi.~ is 
th~ real threat to our survival as a humane 
and .. car~r:tg . society. 

FUNDA.."1ENTALISM Nevertheless ~ many of. us · are sea·red to death 
. of religious. fundamentalism from ~hence cOrne 
these strident voices on the right. Even 
though· fundamentalism has been with us since · 
the turn of the century, this expression of . 
Christianity is not well . understood, and. 
often its outer fringe · aberations are 
mistaken for the whole . 

Fundamentalist churches .have been growing at 
an as.:l;..QJ.mdi.ng four times the rate of "main . 
stream" religions. Furthermore, this . 
explosion is vexing to outsiders because 
it is hard to i magine a commitment to such 
narrow and literal beliefs I .as well .as such 

*See ·Norman Lear on materialism. 



NOT 
MONOLITHIC 

THE 
FU~DAMEN·..L'ALS 

' \': 

rigid r,loral standards. But this longing for 
authoritarian 'structure should not surprise 
us, particularly in a time of national 
confusiori, malaise, and sense of loss. It 
is precisely in such a time that many people 
are anxious to hear, a clear .vOiC~/ , no matter 
how "oversimplified" the prescriptions. 
Indeed, simplicity beGomes the mother of 
all virtues. (Remember the value-less youth 
of the 60's , buying into the J~sus Peopl~?) 

Protestant fundamentalism, ' however much it 
may look SO," is not monoli't:hic. The ranks 
of relIgious conservatives are seriously 
divided. Fundamentalism is but one' of 
p"erhaps ten variations df "Evangelical. n 

Repeated splinter.ing is the habit, what 
. President Mackay. of Princeton used to call 
the fissiparous tendenc"y, constantly 
throwing off new and smaller groups. This 
is understandable among those for whom 
literal and exact . interpretations are sO 
important. There are ·at· least 300 
different organized religious groups now, 
and numerous "movements n too esoteric and 
fragmented to count • 

.. ·In short, there is much ferment, eve·n 
turmOil, · on the religious scene, and it is 

·not easy to understand. So, herewith some 
highlights which might 'help light· the way 
in planning the future media work of People · 

·· 0 ·£ the Amer iean Way. 

The II fundamentals" for fun.damen.talists are 
mOre or .less ~he5e: inf~llible BIble; 
virgin birth of Jesus; ·substitutionary 
a·tonement of Christ (God punishes Jesus. 
instead of us); the bOd"i·ly resurrection· of 
Jesus - · ~nd believers; the physical second 
coming of Jesus; and ~ literal heaven and 
hell. 

Additions to this list, especially visible 
on their TV shows are: we must be . "savedj" 
converted - Itborn again. It (Life · must be 
changed by giving it: to·Jesus); we must be 
"baptised with the splrit,U whlch for some 
will "include "speak ing in tongues," 
although This, strangely, is not demonstrated 
on the television ShOWSi Divine healing is 
possible by supernatural powers ·given to 
people like Oral Roberts; there is a 

- 2 -
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APOCALYPTIC 
THINKING 

NEED TO 
CONVERT­
AMERICA 
FAST 

per~onal devil, who often. attacks their 
ministry if contributions are dOwn; and of 
course there is a heaven to aspire to and 
a hell to avoid - and all people who do 
not believe are destined to burn in "hell 
forever. 

But by far the mOst significant matter to" be 
added to the list, and a motivating force in , .. , 
the "electronic church" is this: they expect 
the final, apocalyptic war between the forces 
of goo~ and evil represented by the United 
States and Russia. This is supported by 
specific biblical prophecies. In fact, we 
are in the "End Time." Any day now 'i twill 
all come to ' a crashing halt. The ','last 
trumpet" (from imagery in the Book' of 
Revelation) is about 'to sound, and when it 
dqes, true Christians will _fly up to · heaven 
(the Rapture) and \..]ill reign with Christ 
for C;\ thou_sand years of bliss. (The 
Millennium. ) 

The!e .are many permutations. · Of significance 
.i,s the. terrible tribulations · after the 
Rapture, during which ~irne all Jews will 
be converted .(hence· the special fondness 
·for Isr?1el, ·w!-lich 15 seen as a fulfillment 
or prophecy)". During thi-s time the .Antl.­
Chris·t will appear. Indeed Pat Rober tson 
of the '700 Club says that ·the ·Anti-Christ . 
is · alive today, 27 years· _old, and waiting 
in :the wings. That I 5 how- close. we are to 
the end. It has not stop·ped Rober.tso"n from · 
·bu.ilding with SOme heavy rr.arble at tt: f.! . 
Christian Broadcasting Netwo7;k headquarters, 
but no doubt, it accounts for the urgency 
in- bU·ilding the net:.work, because for him . 
'and a11 the others, the great task is to 
evangelize _the world befo~e it is too late; 
We Il.lust never doubt the sincerity of .this 
motive ·In . the majority of fundamentalist 
leaders . . 

Why the great urgency to "turn America 
· around" · (a favorite slogah) I to return to 
the -true virtues and values? Is it just the 
"out~aD..ting in? (There- is · little doubt . 
that fu.ndamentalists have been smarting 
under their "invisibility·," in spite of 
their spectacular growth. They feel that 
they have been "out" but now it's their 
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i , 
t "urn, a God-apPointed moment to exercise 
leadership, and to set things right again.) 

This' urgency is more than just the exercising 
of new found clout . Today's nacent funda­
mentalism preaches that if we are weak as 
a nation, at home and abroad, it is because 
God is punishing us for our sins - rampant 
and publicly sanctioned sexual immorality, 
leading as it does to teenage pregnancies, 
divorce and homosexuality_ The leaders of 
the new religious right interpret Our 
society in terms of great biblical arche­
typal images. If we are "Babylon" ·then we 
are hopelessly corrupt, and can only expect 
the wrath of - God, so better take to the 
hills with your survival kit and your gun, 
and wait for the collapse. 

But more likely we are the tlNew Israel" so 
that our pre~ent punishment, demonstrated 
in the great loss of American leadership 
and power in the Horld, is merely a 5 ign . . of 
warning, the chastisement of his chosen. 
Therefore, -we must clean it all up, and 

. fast. Sweep the abortionists, gays and 
other upstarts, and maybe ideological 
deviants'as well, off the streets, if not 
into prison. 

If w~ do that, maybe God will spare us and ' 
restore .us to our right~ul destiny. If 
America is seen as God 's chosen vehicle to 

. carry out his purposes in the world, it's 
an easy jump to ' uncritical flag waving . 
patriqtism. If Arr!erica is ' to carrY .9ut 
God I s wili among the .natio.ns - mOstly to 
sta~d against godles~ Communism, it . must 
have the military might to dO . 50. 

Again, to be strong, America must be moral, 
and that means the whole .litany of the new 
right - women' on their rightful pedestal, 
at home cooking, cleaning and child bearing; 
it means punishing immorality - all the 
favorite sexual ~argets; and it means 
restoring the symbols of " America under 
GO~" ~h3s prayer in the public schools. 

All of which fits ' nicely into the scheme 
of things as seen from the new right itself. 
How brilliant to enlist the fundamentalists! 
When Vigurie, Dolan, Weyrich and company . 
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SPIRITUAL 
REVIVAL 

NOT ALL 
BIBLE 
BELIEVERS 
ARE MM . 

recru ited Falwell he was ready to be enlisted, 
ann thus was born ~he "religious n~w right." 

By all signs there is a genuine spiritual 
revival and its expressions are legion, 
(both beautiful and bizarre) and the resur­
gance of the "religious new right" is just 
one of them. 

In , a recent study, "1980's - The Impact of 
Belief," religious conunitroent was the most 
significant variable -which cuts across all 
lines of race, class and economic status. 
The study found an overwhelming tUrn to 
conse"rvative vie ..... s. It is no accident . that 
MM has perceived a very deep , shift "in the 
way &~erica understands itself, the kind of 
values it cherishes. Jerry Falwell says that 
on a majority of his issues, a majority of 
people ' agree \·li th him. :(He a 'cknowledges 
that most people don't care for the Horal 
Majority as such - a matter that does not 
particularly disturb him apparently.) 

Many traditional lines are being crossed in 
this revival. Among them, for example, the 
unlikely partnership of Catholic charismatics 
and pentecostals. Both may "speak in 
tongues" a kind of unintelligible babbling 
thought to be a mark of "spir.it filling." 
All this spiritual ferment may be a testi­
mony to the sense of loss and lack of 
purpose many people feel. But the formal 
and informal groupings abound. It is 
nif.fi~ult to keep up with t ·.he great variety 
of religious experience, much less the 
values or theology of these groups. 

New groups with characteristics reminiscent 
of some fundamentalist churches may not in 
fact be "Fundamentalists," much less moral 
majority. 

Whil.e the Bible is a sacred book to all 
Christians, it is an inerrent book to funda­
mentalists, as distinguished from some other 
evangelicals. That means that every word 
was dictated by God, and is to be understood 
litera.liy.- While Presbyterians, for example, 
say the Scriptures are "the only rule of 
faith and practice, to fundamentalists believe 
that every vlord is true, and directly 
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NOT ALL 
YAHOOS· 
EITHER 

EASY TO 
OFFEND · 

" .. . 

MAD AS HELL 
AND NOT GOING 
TO TAKE" IT 
ANYMORE 

translatable t o e veryday l i£e. But there are 
millions of Christians' who love the Bible 
stories, includin g some \-,ho still accept 
them quite literally, who ,,,-auld neve-r be a 
part of the shannanigans of the Moral 
Ma"jority. 

There are quite "respectable," even highly 
educated people in the ranks of various 
f~ndamentaiist bodies. They are not all 
yahoos, rednecks and klu kluxers. Further­
more, .though it . is assumed that the "Moral 
Majority and the new religious right draws · 
mOst of its members from fundamentalist ' ... . 
churche!3, there is a grm·,ing number of 
dis.affected, disillusioned people within 
the so-called "main line" churches who may 
be at le~st spiritual partners to MM and 
who may indeed be, ripe for the picking. 
In recent years we have seen a bur geoning 
of lay organizations within the~e churches 
who work to return their denominations to 
a more traditional th~ology and values. 

It is 'easy to step on the toes of religious 
sensibility. Few of us woul~ give offense 
de.1iberately but the subtleties and nuances 
of fundamentalist faith ,are many. There are 
quite rational people who in matters of 
faith, will accept and even procla·im quit.e 
irrational things. No matter how strange 
that may s e em to the 'outsider, it may touch 
on a matter of the heart, and be meaningful 
in all ."\."':.$ i:-:-rationality. While this may 

·be ' true of a,11 of us to an extent, it is 
doubly so for fundamentalists. There is a 
great urgency to get , it, right, exactly ' 
right, hence 'many . va:(iations and inter- . 
pre tat ions of the Bible, including minutia 
elevated to doctrine • . Stumble on these, 
even inadvertently, and ' you may seem to, 
be attacking the heart .of the True Faith. · 

Fundame n tal-ists and other conservatives may 
be especially s ensitive because they feel 
they have been ignored, even ridiculed. In 
spite o f their phenomenal growth aryd domi­
nancE:--of .... ,:"i1e religious scene numerically, 
they feel that they have not been taken 
seriou s l y. A long time ago H.L. Mencken 
dubbed them "Boobois ie. n They have lonq 
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HISTORICAL 
PERSPECTIVE -
RELIGIOUS 
ACTIVISM 
NOT NEW 

felt the contempt from the big time denomi­
nations, particularly during the time ,,]hen 
mOst of the fundamentalist members came 
from the other side of the social tracks. 

.' . 
By the way, their criticism of main line 
denominations has usually been confined to 
the generalization "non-Bible=-believing " 
church, It -which is their favorite put-down. " 
But at least they ordinarily do not say 
,!lyou apostate Presbyterians," at least in 
media. However, a good dea.l of the vitrio~ 
coming from the new right, and the cocky 
purposefulness of the MM may be ~ue to the 
turned \Yorm. 

The unholy alliance between religion and · 
politics 'is not new. Bill Hutchison of 
Ha'rvard reminds us that it has happened 
frequently before. Religionists of all 
stripes have .worked for causes and issues 
which had a culture-wide effect. Churches 
did n'ot always stick to their knitting, 
and this includes a good deal of evangelical 
activism. Witness the battles over slavery, 
immigration, i"mperialism, the many ·searing 

. contro\lers'ies ' over Prohibition, temperance, 
prison reform - all were moral crusades~ 
Sunday mail _ deliveries, Sunday closing laws, ' 
the control of public education, all racial 

·· int-egration, saw various religious groups 
at the ramparts, attempting ~6t only to 

"change the moral habits of the nation, but . 
to do sO with the force or law. 'I'he . 
Creationist controversies and right to · 
life are just new issues to ' be added .to a 
long list ._ and the complaints from' the 

· National Council of Churches and mains'tream 
Protestantism about political alliances and 

· activity by c'onservatives is rid,iculous. 
Liberals have been at it for years. 

· Throughout op,r' history; as we have ~oted~ ' 
there was a ' deeply ingrained belief that 
God had specially blessed America, ' and 
called it to be preeminent in the worlq, 
not just as a world power with military 
might~out-as a moral example of the 
rightness of "In GOd We Trust." After all 
we saved Europe twice. For most of our 
history we were able to make repeated 
deposits in the treasury of virtue (Robert 
Penn Warren).. For a long time the nation 
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MM 
HER 
TO STAY 
FOR 
AWHILE 

thought of itself as God's chosen people 
("heH Israel tI), and the loss of this "right­
eous Empire" (Martin Harty), in the harsh 
realities of Viet Nam, Natergate, Arab oil 
boycotts, and Ayatollas, has resulted in a 
tremendous loss of national self-esteem, 
the end of the all-American lead pipe cinch •. 

This is a colossal adjustment for people to 
make, and it fuels much of the social unrest, 
the hue and cry, expressed by the new ri,ght. 
The Moral Majority leaders are just a new 
set of names in the pantheon of religious 
moralists who provide the spiritual under­
pinnings, and give affirming support to the 
idea of America's manifest destiny. 

Yet it would be a mistake to view religious 
fundamentalism and the Moral Majority as a 
temporary, transient phenomenon which will 
go at,Jay if we ignore it, as if left alone, 
people \iill somehow return to their 5 enses. 
The ~\l may be temporary, and Jerry Falwell 
may be a more difficult trivia question 
five years from now, but others will take 
up the cudgels if Jerry is caught with the 
church soprano. Me"3.nwhile, an awful lot of 
damage can be "done. We're talking about 
the special mischief possible in a religious­
political alliance. 

Bottom line: we have to be careful, as 
spiritual innocents abroad in this compli­
catea quagmire. Very careful. 

****** 

OK, on to Part II, which is: Can we beat 
them at their own game? "And the answer is 
yes, if we know what we're doing. 
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BUT FIRST -
A SHORT 
REVIEW 

II A MEDIA PROJECT 

The ·airwaves h"ave always been dominated by 
conservative religion. Liberals like Harry 
Emerson Fosdick and self-helpers like Norman 
Vincent 'Peale were- given time on the radio 
networks, sponsored by the alp Federal 
Council of ,Churches. They 'had large audi-

- en'ces. Fosdick probably had a lot to do 
with keeping "the liberal impulse alive in 
this coun try. ,. " 

Fundamentalists were not welcome on the net­
works, so they bought the time and created 
their own "networks. The most prominent of 
these was Tne Old Fashioned Revival Hour with. 
Dr~ Charles E • . Fuller. It had a profound 
'influence on conservatives. The funda­
mentalists, nationally and locally, did 
talk about "prophecy" and End Times but for 
the most part they were hot t o save souls 
now. Personal salvation was the dominant 
theme-. 

Not until Billy Jam~s Hargis and ,Carl , 
McIntire came along was there anything like 
the bullying from the right, getting sinful 
America 'back to God .so it could . fight Godless. 
Communism. 

When radio faded · in the face of television, 
the nets again ' turned to the National Council . 
'of. Churches, and provided free time for main 
line ProtestcmtlSlf\, (as well a!:i main ·line . 

' . . Catholicism and 'Judaism). The ·neb;vorks -.-:' , 
did not recognize "Third "Force II Chris tiani ty. 
The Southern Baptists fi~ally ·force_d the 
door' at NBC. While the Southern Baptists 
were conservative and generally funda- . 
mentalists, they behaved "themselves ' on 
television and really did not secre~e the 
acids of fundamentalisrn~ Billy Graham 
became a nice guy and disappoin ted "\varriors 
of th,e Bob Jones ilk. 

The other conservative bodies and indepen­
deI""!ts~ai...n had to create their c;n<ln programs 
and buy the time on local -stations. It was. 

' difficult and very costly to make the tran-
sition to television and many fell by the 
wayside. But some have made it, and now 
there seems to be something for everybody in 
"conservative!! television. 
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FORMATS 

The re are t he (,;1tertainers like Jirruny 
S\vaggart, the Bible teach~rs like Richard 
De Ha an, the ':le ird like -Ernest Angeley, the 

.preachers like Jerry Falwell and Robert 
Schuller, the talkers like Jim Bakker" pnd 
Pat Robertson. 

As 'you know, Jim Bakker (PTL Club) and Pat 
Robertson .. (700 Club) are . a new breed 
en-tirely, not jus t because 'they are in bed 
with the new right, but because they have " 
d~vised formats that are slick imitations 
of "The Tonight sh6w," ""Today," and "Good 
Morning America. II They are well prOduced 
and they are on every day, with a subtle ' 
mixture of religion and politics~ 

On the other hand, "The Old-,Time Gospel 
Hour,I"Mr. Falwell's front, is a different 
case in. pOint. Both Fal~..,ell and Schu).ler's 
ministry had humble ·beginnings .. Both 
started· their own churches in non- · ... ~ 
eccles tical surround·ings and built· them 
into tremendous ent~rprises. You d QI! .' .. t . do 
that with milk-toast personalities. 
Schuller makes no bones about trying to 
become the· spiritual heir of Norman Vinc~pt 
Peale. To critics of their success (and 
there are many) they · can humbly say, "Hey, 
you · can't knock ·the -results, n , at.tributing 
the fantastic growth to God, of course. 

None · of the other television · evangelis·ts . 
were pastors.. They were and are roving 
:ceyivalists· in the great 19th century ·tra­
dition .of' D.L .. Noody who have discovered . 
that· with · television .you don ·' t have to 
mQve . the tent as often. so, · it!s almost 
na tural that they should put a k{nd of tent · 

. show on television .. In moving from ·the 
revival ten·t to the television studio .·you 
~irnply hype the entertainment. 

Fahvell and Schuller are different ·too 
because they reversed the process. They 

. brough"t. the televis ion studio into the .. 
church.. They let the world outside come . 
in tp .see the power of ·thei·r . preaching, · 
and t~enEertainment (chair, soloists, 
testimonies) which were already there. 
That's their ·power. Robertson and Bakker 
are not hot preachers but are far more 
sui ted to the low key talk, the interview,· 
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RATINGS 

th~ eye-to-carnera-to-t'.' - s et-to-vie"\·Je r. 
Tha t's their secret. 

In sum, all of these have · created their 
own networks via satellite ,and by purchas­
ing time allover the schedule. They have 
discovered -that religiously co~servative 
people are. w.illing to pay, and a1 though 
it is always a struggle, hundreds of 
millions of dollars in contributions flow 
in ' to keep them on the air. I ·t I 5 big time 
religion wrapped ~n old time religion. 

The interest,ing thing-- from our pOint of view 
is ~hat for the most part the- electronic 
preachers with the largest ratings are not 
allied politically with the new ,right. They 
are straight "religion. Oral Roberts, with 
almost three million viewers, ' or Rex Humbard 
with two and a half " million, preach the 
"fundanle n tal", ' but they seldom adopt the 

' moral ma jority line. Neither does Bob 
Schuller or Jimmy Swaggart or "De Haan, all 
in the top ten of .. re:"'igious sh9ws. In 
short, they are fundamentalist. ("except 
Schuller), interested in saving souls just 
as theircounterpa.i .ts did. in radio a gen­
erat'ion ' earlier. We may not care much . 
for their style or their theology, but 
they are not our enemy_ 

. Only two of the top ten ' are cohabiting with 
· the new right - Jerry Falwell and Jim 
·Bakker with his ' ·PTL Club. Interestingly, 
Pat Roberi:son' 5 700 C.1ub was thirteenth in 
the February 180 Arbi~ron ratings of the 
r~ligious s .hows ~ with only 380,000 viewers". 
Since then. it· has changed to a .·m.agaz ine 
format and may have picked up a larger daily 
audience. Furthermor'e whem you add cable 

· audiences the totals are undoubtedly far 
;larger. 

It would be wrong for us to take much comfort 
in the . fact that M*A*S*H draws an audience 
larger than the combined totals for all the 
electronic preach~rs, or that Donahue reaches 
three times as ma ny as Oral Roberts. These 

· furidamentalist/conservative shm4s still 
reach between 10 a nd 15 million people a 

·week. The total audience may not be nea rly 
'as large as they pretend, but there's little 
comfort in that. The pOint is that · they 
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·IS THtRE A 
CLUE FOR US 
IN WHAT 
THEY DO? 

TWO 
STYLES 

. '.- ' 

are on the air seven days a week, regularly 
adding to their numbers to provide for 
growth of their media. They are steadily 
supporting and nourishing their constituency, 
not just with the primary medium on televi­
sion, but with all the ancilary paraphernalia 
- letters', magazines, books, records, and 
premiums. 

There is n<?t now anything comparable to all ", 
this on our" side of the fence ~ There are a 
lot of people who are not "moral majoritar­
isnsTl and who do not sympathize with them at 
"all, indeed" who may be appalled by it. Where 
do they turn for succor? Where do they look 
for a balance view of the new right issues? 
And, are there t o be nO questions raised' . 

. even for " those people who regularly watch · 
the Falwells, the Bakkers and the Robi~sons? 
Are we to go ·down by defaul.t? 

Surely not. The thesis here is that we should 
use the media - not just becau.se they ·do, but 
because it makes sense. Yes, \'le should con­
tinue ~o do spots, but we must also mount a 
regular ·and effective alternative to the 
television assault of the religious new right. 

There 1s. a sense ·in which they pave marked 
01,lt SOme ·alternatives for us. , One · way to put 
it is that ·we have to decide whether we want 
to be Falwell-Schuller, · or Robertson":Bakker. 
Tha.t is, -do \tIe go to an existing "show," 
.i.e. a church service, Wlt~ its own dynamic 

. leader; ·and br,ild it into a · TIc.tion"31 mediC! 
event, or- do ·we create a package for televi-

. sion, and ·· find the right guy and support 
team for "i-t. ·There' s much to be said· for 
the former· • . A dynamic, charisma·tic "leader 
might command mOre attention, no matter how · 
he ·looked, than. our own version of Phil 
Donahue in a studio. 

But we reject the Falweil church service .· 
·model because we really can't go someplace 
and take Over a church and re-gear it to a 
television minis·try. Nor do we have the 
time or effrontery to sta~t an honest-to­
God ffi~c~ from scratch for our purposes. 
Ipstead we opt for the . 700/PTL Club model, 
with a more dynamic preacher personality 
than either of those shows have. (l"'Iore on 
~his in a minute) 

. ... .. _ . .. . . .. _--
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WHAT 
KIND OF 
SHOW? 

Of cc...:. ::- ~,::. : · :.'~l might ask, are these the only 
alternatives ? Do we have to choose between 
egg in our "heer or nO egg in our beer? How 
about if \ -Je just have a coke instead-? Riqht. 
There are other television alternat"ives. For 
example, we could gather skillful writers 
and actors and do a show about bigotry and 
fairness, and it would be funny and maybe 
become a hit, and our medium would be our 
message - without overt preaching. Seems 
somebody has already done that, somebody 
known to this ' organization. And we ought 
not ever to forget the unprecedented nature 
of that experience. Who knows the vast 
number of locked down attitudes that may 
have been shifted by that success. 

But the times seem to call for a straightfor­
ward, visible, direct alternative to the 
bigotry, narrO\-mess, demagoguery, and 
mil iter is tic propaganda being put on by 
the media spokesman for MM. Surely we 
need an antidote to all this, and to the 
superficial analys~s of what's wrong with 
society pou.ring from their shows . 

. So this is an argument for such a choice in 
perhaps -the only TV . form compatible with Our 
aims: the magazine format. Not because they 
do it, but because it seems right for what 
we want to do. 

Its flexibility lends itself to a variety of 
approaches. Naturally it would be wrapped 
arot-nd our own dynnffiic leader; it. -;.,Jorld 1-:.c:ve 
.all the pieces common to the genre - inter­
views, reviews, reports, resources, news, 
a talk, music, and perhaps sections of 
COrnmon interest such- as travel, food, health, 
etc. 

The program should not be aired on Sunday 
simply because the Sunday morning audience 
is already spoken for - kids and religion. 
On Sunday afternoons we would not want to 
compete with sports year round, and Sunday 
nights belong to entertainment. 

The 9hew~hould be on five days a week, with 
an edited version for night time or weekend 
audiences. 
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\'ffi.i\,T KIND 
OF 
AUDIENCE? 

A 
RELIGIOUS 
SHOW? 

Of course the nature of a sllmll c~~?2nds on the 
kind of audience you want for it, and what 
you Hant them to get out of it. ~'.'ell, what 
kind of an audience do we want? Compptible 
with the aims of PAW, we want' everybody, but 
the show which wants everybody may have a 
hard tirn,e getting anybody. Better we should 
clearly define those "everybody's" and focus 
the show on those most likely.to respond, 
and whose needs we can meet with our messages. 

\V'e may wish devoutly to convert the hard core 
moral majority, but it is unlikely that we 
will change any minds in that camp. Indeed, 
our show will be something of an affront to 
some of them. 

Instead we should focus on the g~eat number of 
AI!1.ericans who . are neither left nor right, who 
may 'be asking what all the fuss is about. 
lve may not galvanize them all to the ramparts 
in defense of the American Nay r but \'le just 
might nudge them off dead center, into the 
camp of the concerned and helpful. If Martin 
Marty is right in saying there are 45 million 
evangelicals, 15 million of whom are "fighting 
fundies," why not aim at the 30 million main­
stream evangelical~? 

A 'second major target should be those already 
interested in our agenda. There are millions 
of conservative Americans who are unchurched. 
For them we will become a support system, a 
place to get help, information and inspiration. 
I t should be our goal to recruit. people for 
local "chapters" from this group. 

We can also expect that millions of people who 
regularly view the electronic preachers w~+l 
sample our show. Have we something to say to 
them? Can we treat their sensitivities with 
respect, never lapsing into the liberal 
jargon that offends them? There is an 
authentic middle ground" theologically and 
a significant middle road demographically 
fOr a program that does not pander to right 
or left. 

Philosophically, should ours be a "religious" 
show, its ethod "main stream" Protestant 
Christianity? Or should \ ... e cast a wider 
net as an interfaith show instead? Is it 
a secular show - neither religious or 
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I· , , 
irreligious, 12 '.'12:-: t! !o ugh its h os t may be a 
clergyperson? Or il gain, is it a. kind of 
ecumenical pl at fo r;:~ \-lith no expressed views 
of its own? The re is a way to do a show on 
moral values \vithout explicit theological 
content. The "values kick" in America 
would play .into our hands. ' 

I think we have assum~d all along that it 
would be a "Christian" show, J?robably with ", 
the attitude of middle-of-the-road Protestant­
ism, which ·is to s a y somewhat liberal but not 
revolutionary. But how religious? "That is, 
does it come from the deep well of faith, 
however tempered by modernity and ecumenical 
sensitivity? As an alternatiNe to the more 
conservative vie\Y's a nd excesses now available 
from the new religious right, does it seek 
to project a different image of what the 
Christian ~aith is all ~bout, particul arly 
in reference to the issues of greatest con­
cern to us? Or wi l l our stance be an enlight­
ened Christian humanism as an alternative to 
secular humanism? 

These are not unimportant questions. To be 
6£ any use, worth dOing at all, the program 
must have a ·clearly implied and understood 
point of· view, ·and the host must be the 
embodiment of those convictions. 

An appealing· side step to avoid .wrestling with 
these questions would be to select a winsome 
host who endorses the general purposes of 
People for the American. Way, and turn hi!Il 
loose. Let him 6.eveloF tbe l"..:egree of faith 
:content . .Good as it may seem, that way lies 
eventual trouble. 

' . . . . ' 
Keep in mind ·the earlier material in which we 
outlined someth.ing Of. the context, conditions 
and nuances of the present religious situation. 
We don I t want to be· theorogic~lly or. ecclesi­
astically obtuse here, but a program series 
of this kind is not a simple undertaking -
quite apart from the logistics of ·production. 
How we answer these primary questions will 
determine the base line from v]hich the show 
starts, not to mention its general flavor 
or· sEYte:- Decide this, and it will be rela­
tively easy to · make the other decisions -
including wha·t kind of a host, and what we 
will feel is appropriate and necessary within 
the show. 
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Th ~re is a fundamental problem at the bo·c tom 
o f t h i s \·Jhich prompts these questions. 'This 
may be the first time a group of individuals 
not o r ganized as a religion, and having no 
formal theology of its own, seriously con­
sidered producing a religious program. It 
is natural to ask, well, what is their 
religio?? .--

We ·don't have to form a church to answer that. 
But because we are not dealing with a set of 
givens, our affirma.tions have to come from 
somewhere. We can do this without getting 
bogged down in .theological wrangling. And 
after all, our host will not be a theological 
neu ter. And \V'hen we do pick him, it will be 
partly because we like his theology. We can 
begin with '~a little list" of things we will 
and vlon I t do, of positions we wish to tak e 
and the reasons for them. Some wiil indeed 
be ".theological," and others will touch 
upon our social concerns. We might call 
these ."guidelines," s.o ·. that not only e very­
body connected with the show knows but the 
Board itself will be able to en9,orse them • 

. Speaking of the Board., we wonder, not a.lto­
gether in passing, how th¢ Board, itself of 
interfaith complexion, would feel about this. 
It is a matter they will ultimately have to 
decide. Perhaps our greatest service now is · 
to sharpen · the questions and illustrate the 
alternatives. We have tried to· do that in 
this paper without implying that this is 
all ·;"hat we need to know · o~ ·· do. 

Before turning .to ·the process .of ··selecting a 
host, let's look at four .options which 
position the host. according to different 
aims and· audiences :. 

1) Fight fire with fire. Se·lect a "Paul" 
who is chief . among the Pharisees and 
coun ter-program Falwell/Bakker/RObertson~ 
You would aim at nothing . less than their 
own hard-core supporters. Accordingly, 
your host would come from the ·several . 
socially-active revivalists who despise 

. tne-NNneresies. Problem; Could PAW 
stand behind ·a fu ndamentalist format, 
however socially libera~? Would our 
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2) 

"Puu l" '.,'llnt to (_,','"t i!l h~d with PAW? 
Prospe ct: Not l :U:-:-ly, but not incon­
ceivabl e . 

. Aim at ma instream evangelicals - the 
Billy Graham audience. Talk with Graham, 
Fuller Seminary and Christianity Today. 
Search for Graham's successor. The 
theology would be C.S. Le~is, that is, 
conservative, lay-oriented, napologetic" 

· and intellectually reputable. Problem: 
PAW would be on neo-conservative turf , . 
and there are territorial animals. Pros­
pect : Slim but easier than #1 opt:fon. 

3) Pre-empt the middle-ground. This would, 
in the present USA mood, be a conserva­
tive, right of center stance. The 
theology might \vell be in the best sense 
of Robert Bellahls term, Civil Religion 
all the moral verities, the Ten Com­
mandments, the Golden Rule, the Consti­
tutional freedoms and responsibilities. 
The key term would be American Values. 
The host should be an American saint, a 
moral, witty, brilliant man, a loving 
Bill Buckley_ Problem: Who? Prospect: 
Go to the campus and find a- university 
pastor or academician to fit the bilL. 

4) Show the Colors. Forget fundamentalism 
and conservatism. Create a PAW show. 
Naturally the host should be someone 
sympathetic and understanding toward 
cons~rvative reliqionists. But the 
intellectual point of view would be 
religiously value-free - perhaps Jeffer­
sonian and democratic. The content 
would dwell upon_moral choices, moral 
judgments, upon what is good and bad, 
right and wrong in American life, 
irrespective of political and religiOUS 
labels of right and left. Problem: 
Nould evangelicals watch it? Prospect: 
Only if the personality were right. 
The audience of religious, but un­
churched Americans, is estimated by 
Gallup at 50 to 75 million! 

PAw" should choose its option. We lean to 
~2 or #3 because the same person might 
f ill both bills. 
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l1R. RIGHT ' 
AND HOW TO 
FIND HIM 

! 
OK, l et ' s lc :..-;! : at the kind of hOst we want 
(whatever ' our philosophy) and outline· the 
process for· locatihg him. 

Credentials 

He mus t be .an ordained clergyman in good 
standi'ng with his ecclestical body · (which 
.~i ll endorse him to · labor in our vineyard); 
·a college and seminary gradua·te (he's . 
intelligent" and d:i,.sciplined); married and 
has kids (he's gone through some wringers); 
a pastor of a church, or university chapla{n, 
active in his community (he knows about 
people problems) •. 

Style 

He should be sincere in his faith, confident 
but not cocky; genuinely interested in peo­
ple, as a good pastor is ipterested \·]ithout 
meddling; affable and amiable in spirit; 
affectionate Hithout being ·maudlin;· empathetic; 
people perceive that he does care about them 
and their problems; "charming" in the sense 
that people like him, are attra'cted to him; 
a sense of humor, doesn't take himself too 
seriously that he· can't laugh at himself; 
open to,. and even solicitous of, contrary 
views, tolerant and accepting, but secure 
in his own deepest convictions -. 

Skills 

Our host must be a good communicator of what 
·he believes. He will be a clear thinker and 
thus a clear writel.-, a ·clear -speaker; '-an ·· 
exceptional public speaker, in religious 
as, well as secular settings;. articulate in 

· small groups; provocative without being 
abrasive·. He may not have previous tel.evi­
sion exper_ience, but he will be 50- ·secure 
in his own personality and· his own faith 
that , he will be perceived . as "authentic." 

Conservative-liberal? 

Cert-ainly no fundamentalist or reactionary 
conservative. But a Christian who respects 
the ancient traditions, and draws on them 
fo~ ~pestive and guidance. He will have 
a manifest concern for the vexing social. 
issues of our time. He may not be a pacifist, 
but he · will be for peacemaking; hettosexual, 
but for tolerance, fairness und understanding 
of homosexual orientation. · 
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THE 
SEARCH 

He is concerned about abort i o n c:-. nd the rea'sons 
for it, but for the "right of personal choice 
without religiously imposed sanctions; not 
for pornography, but championing the freedom 
of expression and accessibility to the arts 
and literature; aware of the sqcial, patho­
logical causes of , crime, but for criminal 
j'ustice as well as the rights of victims. 
-For. personal economic gain, but an advocate '.-. 
for the chronically "and desperately poor; 
for the full and equal status for \Yomen: 
He will be an enthusiastic supporter of the · 
aims of People for the AIDer iean ~'lay, and in 
short, he is for those things which make 
for peace, freedom and justice. 

~Vhere do we find such a perfect spec ime?? 
"God's search for a new king of Israel to 
replace Saul, and' resulting in the annointing 
of ' the unlikely shepherd boy David, seems 
rnarveously simple by comparison! 

Our man is somewhere, but is not s eeking the 
job. Maybe we can take a leaffrom Willy 
Sutton: Why do you rob banks'? Because 
tha·t·s whe re the money is. The banks for 
us "are local churches. But ' there are per- ' 
haps 200', 000 of them, and this is not the 
kind of · job you advertise. So, we must 
devise some kind of 'a workable scheme 'to 
ferret out our man. . 

Our basic approach is simply to ask those ' 
people most likely to know where he is. 
That would be: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

major seminaries · - · their deans ' and 
presidents '. 
denominational" executi,ves in nat'io.nal, 
regional and local offices 
ecumenical agencies - again on all three 
levels . 
ecumenical broadcasting agencies 

-editors of the major religious journals 
our friends - and elite group (would 
we have any other kind?) scattered 

' across the country, cler{cal and lay 
persons who usually know "\·,hat' 5 

--nappening" and who's doing it. . 

- 19 -



TIMETABLE 

so, \'i~ '{IQuld cEr-2' c t ~n explanatory letter to 
these folk a nd plc~d for immediate and care­
ful a ttention a nd r esponse. Inevitably we 
would have to follow up this written appeal 
by telephone. 

Phase II would be to cross check , the names 
turned up with some of our most trusted con­
tacts. Do they know the guy, what do they 
think of him, etc. 

Phase III would be to contact some Or all of 
those whose ·names have been su.ggested . This 
would "be the most delicate part of the task. 
The goal would be to eliminate those who 
express no intere-st in our project. 

OI)c.e we have further refined Our list we are 
.ready to move to Phas.e IV - personal visits 
to the now, presuma bly short , list of cand-i­
dates • . Here we would simply try to judge 
the man against our profile by exten~ive 
conversations. We would hope t o hear ,him · 
preach, and if he is a likely candidate, 
get him on· videotape to aid in the final 
selection. . 

Phase V.would inc·lude the screening of t.he 
tapes in \'Jashington, meeting with the 
f1na~ists, and selecting . our man·. 

Thus. we would propose to find our David • 

. How long would such a process" tak~? Pretty ·· · 
hal.::·d to judge. If we get go::'ng in the next 
few weeks, we could draft .the basic letter, 
get it out,- ·and in spite· of sununer . vacations 
at, t~e semiparies, hope to have .some r 'esponses · 
before the end of August. Realism howev.er . 
suggests that most ' of the response could nQt 
be expected before the end or ' September, 
evert with importuning phone calls. 

So, it is more likely that \4e would · be deep 
· into the Fall before we would be actually 
visiting promising people. If we really 
hustle, we could promise finalists by the 
end of the year - maybe before, and who 
kn·oWW;--wemight have a providential windfall, 
a serpendipitous'blessing. Our man might 

- 20 -



HOW MUCH 
WILL IT 
COST? 

t ur:; ep unexpectedly cn r ly on , s OITI-:: h-:->c'.y so 
righ t that we would be will i ng to cul l a 
halt right then and there t o furth~r sea r ch. 

$24,000 for five months work. 

This is an estimate based o n the amount of 
time we would put into the project from 
August through- December. If includes our 
labor per diem, c ompany overhead and profit, 
all incidental cOsts. Out-of-pocket c osts 
would be billed - principally travel, s e c­
retarial, and extensive long distance charges. 
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