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The American Jewish Committee, founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations
agency in the United States. It protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here
.and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human relations for all people.
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FOR RELEASE AFTER 11 A.M,,
TUESDAY, NOV. 13, 1984

NEW YORK, Nov. 13 ... American Jews, though they seem to shift .with current
political moods, are still more liberal than their fellow Americans.

This is the overall conclusion of a general poll of American Jews and of an
analysis of how they voted in the 1984 Presidential election, both of them done by
the American Jewish Committee and made public this morning at a news
conference at AJC headquarters in New York.

Df. Steven M. Cohen, who directed the 1984 version of the "National Survey
of American Jews" for the AJC, the fourth he has done since 1981, was on hand to
discuss his findings, based on questions directed to 959 Jews nationwide between
April and August 1984. The purpose of the study, he explained, was to "discern
attitudes on major public issues, and to understand how certain social and
demographic characteristies influence political thinking." Dr. Cohen is Professor
of Sociology at Queens College, N.Y., and Visiting Professor at Hebrew University.

With him at the news conference was Milton Himmelfarb, Director of AJC's
Information and Research Services, and an editor of the American Jewish Year
Book. Mr. Himmelfarb and Geraldine Rosenfield, of the AJC staff, heIpéd to
design Dr. Cohen's questionnaire.

Among American Jews, Dr. Cohen reported, he found that "self-defined
liberals" outnumbered conservatives by more than 3 to 2, with "‘middie—of-the-road
Jews" about as numerous as the liberals. Thus, he concluded, "many more Jews

than other Americans are liberal, and far fewer call themselves conservative."

NOTE: For a review copy of "National Survey of American Jews," write to Morton
Yarmon, American Jewish Committee, 165 E. 56th St., New York, NY 10022

Dawid M. Gordis, Executive Vice-President
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Dr. Cohen found further, in the period when he was polling, which was bét’ore
the 1984 election but in the midst of the primary campaigns, that Jewish
Democrats outnumbered Republicans by more than 4 to 1, but he added that the
Democratie proportion had been shrinking in recent years in favor of Independents.

Mr. Himmelfarb, armed with figures that have just been released on how
Jews actually voted in the 1984 election, reported that, on the basis of exit polls,
Jewish voters apparently gave two-to-one support to Walter F. Mondale, the
Democratic Presidential candidate, over Pr.'ésident Ronald Reagan .

However, Mr. Himmelfarb stressed that other studies indicated a narrower
division between the two, andDr David M. Gordis, AJC Executive Vice President
who chaired the news conference, said that AJC w;vas undertaking its own analysis
of all available data "in order to establish accurate and definitive figures." I'-Ie
added: "The American Jewish Committee will interpret the significance of the
Jewish community's participation in the election only after we are confident that
accurate and definitive figures are available.” |

On specifie publie issues, Dr. Cohen found that a majority of American Jews
held these views:

* Opposition to quotas in hiring minorities (by 64 to 22, with 14 not sure), but
support for affirmative aetion in other forms (by 70 to 20, with 10 not sure).

* Support of the goals of social welfare (by 75 to 17, with 8 not sure), but
split on their effectiveness and on maintaining financial support (by 64 to 23, with
13 not sure).

* Security oriented on crime: support for both gun control (by 90 to 7, with 3
not sure) and capital punishment (by 68 to 20, with 12 not sure).

* For "gay rights" (by 87 to 9, with 4 not sure), but troubled by the rise in
homosexuality (by 43 to 49, with 8 not sure).

* For Church/State separation: in tuition tax credits (with 63 opposed and 29
in favor, and 8 not sure) and in silent meditation in public schools (with 70 opposed
and 21 in favor, and 9 not sure).

* Support for "dovish" or "detentist" U.S. policies toward the Soviet Union.
By 84 to 17, the respondents registered in favor of the U.S. agreeing to a nuclear
freeze with the Soviet Union; they disagreed, by 55 to 29, with 17 not sure, to a
question asking if the U.S. should be more forceful in dealings with the Soviet
Union even if the risk of war were increased; by 66 to 25, with 9 not sure, they

agreed that whether President Reagan was factually correct, he displayed poor

judgment when he called the Soviet Union an "evil empire."




* The respondents were generally for less military spending but also for a
strong U.S. military to back up Israel. They agreed that military spending should
be cut "to help reduce deficits and relieve world tensions," by 59 to 27, with 14 not
sure. And on the question whether the U.S. should maintain a strong military
capacity "to be a reliable military supplier of Israel,” 61 approved, 24 disagreed,
and 15 were not sure.

On other public issues, Dr. Cohen found that American Jews were split on
protecting extremists' ecivil liberties, suppdrted capitalism over socialism, were
split on the use of U.S. military force, opposed nuclear power plants, and supported
staying in the United Nations.

Dr. Cohen found American Jews to continue the sense of being a minority
group, with most of them believing that American anti-Semitism continues to
threaten them, that conservative groups were more anti-Semitic than liberal
groups, and that other ethnie groups, particularly blacks, were more anti-Semitic.

| In analyzing the political sentiments of American Jews, Dr. Cohen said that
historically they had "shaded toward the left of the national center,"
disproportionately supporting the Demoecratic Party and liberal social movements
and organizations.

In recent years, he pointed out further, American Jews have "econfounded the
logic" of those who anticipated a rightward shift because of their affluence, finding
them still supporting liberal candidates and issues. He speculated that American
Jews might have been influenced. by their difference with blacks, by their
differences with liberal anti-militarism and anti-interventionism because of
support for Israel, and by their support of a hard line against the Soviet Union
because of Soviet opposition to Jewish interests.

However, he added, recent exit polls and publicl opinion surveys still report
disproportionate J e?wish support for liberal ca_ndidates and issues. He commented:

"I;c seems the national political center has moved right over the last fifteen
years or 50...and Jews have moved accordingly. Hoﬁever, it still appears that the
center of the Jewish political spectrum is as left of the national center as it has
been for decades." He added:

"Why — and whether — Jews lean to the liberal side of the political spectrum
remains a mystery, in part because of the limited research thus far on their

political attitudes, values, and beliefs,"



Dr. Cohen explained that his data were derived from 959 mail-back
questionnaires returned by households with "distinctive Jewish names," as listed in
the nation's telephone directories. He added that the characteristies of this sample
were compared with data from a more costly data collection technique used in the
1981 Greater New York Jewish Population Study, conducted by himself and Dr.
Paul Ritterband, pointing out that such comparisons revealed "few if any
significant differences."”

Copies of Dr. Cohen's study, when available, will be on sale at the
Publications Service of the American Jewish Committee, 165 East 56th Street,
New York, NY I10022, at $3.50 each.

-The American Jewish Committee is this country's pioneer human relations
organization. Founded in 1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious
| rights of people here and abroad, and advances the cause of improved human

relations for all people everywhere,
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The Folitical Attitudes of American Jews, 1984

by Steven M. Caohen
Cueens College, CUNY

Movember, 1984

A Natiognal Survey Conducted for the American Jewish Committee

Milton Himmelfarb and Geraldine Rosenfield of the AJC helped design
the questionnaire. They, along with Leonard Fein, Charles GSiberman,
and Susan Wall, offered many useful criticisms of an earlier draft of
this report. Thes A.EBE. Data Corporation of Milwaukee conducted the

sampling and data collection. Debbie Skolnick performed the word-
PrOoceEssing.



Executive Summary

This 1984 MNational Survey of American Jews, the fourth in an
annual series, surveyed 996 Jews nationwide in April-August, 1984.

The study’s purpose was to discern Jews™ attitudes on major public
ismzues and to understand how certain social and demographic
characteristice influence political thinking. Among the major
findings are these:

Tis Self-defined liberals outnumber conservatives by more than 3-—
Z, but "Middle-of-the-rcad"” Jews are about as numerous & the
liberals. Thus. many more Jews than other Americans are liberal, and
far fewer call themselves conservative.

2. Jewish Democratz outnumber Republicans by over 4-1, but the
Democratic proportion has been shrinking (at least since 1%981) in
favor of Independents. Moreover, a elight majority mow say they would
have preferred a Reagan to a Carter victory in 1980.

By On various public issues, the majority reports the following
views:

a., Oppeosition to guotas in hiring minorities, but support
for affirmative action in other forms.

) Support of the gosals of social welfare programs but
eplit on their effzctiveness and on maintaining financial support.

£ Securily oriented on crime: =support for both qun cantrol
and capital punishment.

d. For "gay rights,"” but troubled by the rice in
hémmaexuality.

(= Far Church/State separation in several areas ftuition

tax credits, silent meditation in public schoels), but split on the



centrality of religion in affecting public morality.

f. Eplit on protecting extremists” civil liberties.

g. Support for capitalism over socialism.

. Support for "dcvishﬁlor "detentist” U.S. policies toward
the USS5R.

i. Split on the use of U.8. military force.

j« Opposition to nuclear power plants.

k. For lese U.S5. military spending, but also for & strong
U.8. military to back up Israel.

1. Support for staying in the U.NH.

4. The sense of being a minority group figures prominently in
American Jews® political thimking. Most believe American amti-—
Semitizsm continuss to threaten them. They see conservative groups as
much more anti-Semitic than liberal groups, and they see other ethnic
grmupé (especially blackﬁ; as more anti-Semitic.

5. On most issues, the more liberal are those who: are less
Jewizhly invalved (although not wholly uninvolved), have a post-—-
graduate degree, read cultural or intellectual periodicals, and (to a
lesser extent) are female. In most instances, income per se is
urirelated to political views, although among the better-educated, the

vary atfluent are somewhat more conservative.
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In political life., American Jews historically have shaded toward
thelleét of the national center. A activists and contributors, they
have disproportionately supported the Democratic Farty and many left-
liberal social movemernts and Drganigationﬁ. fs voters, they have
favored Democratic Farty candidates substantially more often than all
pther white ethnic or religious groups. And as respondents in public
opinion swveys, they have identified more often than other Americans
as liberals f(and less often as conservatives), while taking liberal
positionsg on major public issues.

However, for guite a few years, many observers have either
predicted or advocated a rightward shift in Jewish political ﬁhinking.
One reason for these expectations and exhortations is that a sizeable
proportion of American Jews are extraordinarily affluent: as csuch,
they have an economic interest in reducing taxez and in cutting the
social services for which they personslly have little need. VYet
anather consideration derives from the decade and a half of conflict
hetween blacks and Jews over issues of high symbolic importance to
both comnunities (affirmative action/quotas and Israel being the most
prominent): as a result, Jews may no longer see themselves az allies
cf minorities or supporters of the latter’s generally liberal
political agenda. In the international arena, some have argued that
Israel "s secuwrity demands both & strong and well-financed American
military as well as one which U.5. leaders. are prepared to utilize to
aid America’™s alliesi if =so, then pro-lsrael Jews have ample reason to
take issue with liberals’™ anti-militariem and anti-interventionism.
Finally, the Soviet Union'e opposition to Jewish interests in the USSR
and in the Middle East could easily predispose concerned Jews to

suppart a "hard-line" American peosture in dealings with the Soviet
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Union.

If &ll these factors were influencing Jews the way parallel
developments seem to affect other Americans, then Jews shouwld become
lezg liberal and more conservative, and vote less Democratic and more
Republican.

However, Jews continue to CanDund the logic of those who have
ariticipated a rightward shift in their politics. Fecent exit polle
aritt public opinion swveys still report disproportionate Jewich
support for liberal candidates and issues. To cite one example, in
the 1982 congressional elections, three quarters of Jewish voters cast
thair ballote for Democratic candidates, the same proportion who have
done s=o for decades. Futting matters most succinctly, il seems the
national political center has moved right over the last fifteen yvears
or s, and Jews have moved accordingly. However, 1t still appears
thaltt the center of the Jewish political Epectrum:is as left of the
national center az 1t has been for decades. Why——and whethar--Jews
lean to the liberal Eidé of the political spectrum remains a mystery,
in part because of the limited research thus far on their political
attitudes, values, and beliefs.

While the mational voting and public eopinion stud;es have offered
valuable Jewish—-Gentile comparisons, by their very nature, they could
not focus on issues or characteristics especially pertinent to the
study of American Jewry. To help address the relative paucity of
high—-guality data on current american Jewish beliefs and attitudes,
tﬁa American Jdewiceh Committee has been sponsoring an annual National
Survey of American Jews (NSAJ) since 1981. Last vear’ s study explored

Smerican Jewish attitudes towards Israel and Israelisi: this yvear’™s




NEAT, conducted during a presidential election campaign, focused on
attitudes toward major issues in Amaerican domestic and international
affairs.

Since the study was directedlonly at Jewish respondents (N=959),
it couwld concentrate on those issues particularly relevant for
understanding current Jewish political thinking and could euplore
those l1ssues in some detail. Imparticular, it explicitly
Jdnvestigated the possibility that large numbers of Jews may hold
sepaemingly contradictory positions.  Such apparent contradictions may
retlect conflicts between Jews® historic liberal commitments ér’zd .n"nany
of today’s conservatizing influences cited aboveldl or they may testify
to the evolubtion of more complex constellations of political thinking.
To sezrch for seeming contradictions, the guestionnaire often ashked
for reactions to two or three policy alternatives or viewpoints
related to the same iﬂssu.e.

Mot only did the study gauge opinions on a wide variety of
iesue=, it also examined some of the factors affecting Jewish
paliticﬁl thinking and behavior, These include social class, Jewish
involvement, sex and age.

The lack of comprehensive, large—-scale studies of Jewish public
cpinion in previous years precludes drawing definitive comparisons.
NMevertheless, we can say with some confidence that the reeqlts
presented below indicate that American Jews as a whole probably have
not. racentlylexperienced a shift to the political right, at least
relative to the ever-—-shifting national center. On issue after issue,
a disproportionate fraction {(generally over a third) of this national
samnple of American Jews endorsed solidly liberal positions, and they

did =z often even in the face of gquestions phracsed so as to point up a

in



Jewizsh group—-related reason to reject the standard liberal response.
Of thozme who volced other than a clearly liberal 5tanca; the Qast
majority {(roughly almost half the entire sample on most questions)
erpressed what may bes regarded as a middle-of—-the-road positioni and
orn most issues, less than a gquarter of the sample endorsed pozitions
favored by canservative aclivists or by the Republican Farty.
Moreover, maore than income, education and several aspects of
Jewish involvement (ritual cohservance and having Jewish friends and
neighbors) had the most powerful associations with Jewish political
attitudes. While American Jews differ considerably over théir under -
standing of thelr group’s valués and interests, the vast majority
exhibit evidence of being influenced by group concerns when expressing
their pplitical \?iews. To fully appreciate these interpretations, we
need to closely examine the data from the 1584 National Swwrvey of

Amarican Jews.
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THE 1984 NATIONAL SURVEY OF AMIERICAN JEWS

L i ,
GOVERNMENT POLICIES
Do you favor or oppose each of the following policies? (Circle number. ) FAVOR OPPOSE NO’I‘ SURE
1. Building more nuclear power plantsinthe US. ... ... ....ooooooeene..n... 13| 2 |7 3>
2. The death penalty for persons convicted of murder . ...................... 1,9 220 31X
3. Tuition tax credits for parents of children in private or parochial schools. . . .. .. 1 29 2 o3 3 3
4. Job quotas to assure equal opportunities for minorities ... ................. VEE 2 é Y 3/
5. Affirmative action without quotas to promote equal opportunities for minorities 1 10 2 O 3/0
6. The U.S. agreeing to a nuclear freeze with the Soviet Union—that is, putting a
stop to the testing. production, and installation of additional nuclear weapons by
W 0 A A A A A 1 {4 2 10 36
7. A law which would require a person 10 obtain a police permit before he or she
couldbuyagun ..........oooona e UL T 190 2 ¢+ 33
8. The use of U.S. military force if Soviet troops invaded Western Europe .. ..... 1 50 2 19 326
9. The use of U.S. military force if the Arabs cut off oil shipments tothe US. .. .. 1 3§ 23% 305
10. Government aid for abortions for poor Women . ..............c.oo....... 1 8! 2 /3 3 6
11. A moment of silent meditation each day in the public schools . .............. 1 21 2 Jo 3 9

oﬂl

12.

13.
14.
15.
16.

17.

18.

ISSUES AND OPINIONS

Me indicate whether you agree or disagree with each of the following
statements. (Circle number. )

The U.S. should be more forceful in its dealings with the USSR even if it

jlicnEases e FISKOP Wl <o sonmmmsnmmen Gerawei sl S ssa e dRes
The U.S. shouldleavethe UN. ... .. ... ... ... ... ... iiiiiiiinnin..
Capitalism works better than socialism . ...............................
The government should guarantee jobs for everyone who wantstowork .. ... ..

President Reagan was basically accurate when he called the Soviet Union an
“VILEMPINE. o coriaion wan oy e WEnRn i TR Bk A e TR S e

Whether or not President Reagan was factually correct, he displayed poor
judgment in calling the Soviet Union an “evilempire™ . ....................

The U.S. should build more nuclear power plants so as to lessen dependence on
THEUATABS ML < ovcara v i s irinenmara onnit e ohom i s o e bt i S B 42

AGREE

129

1

24
13-
33

50

Lo
3%

DISAGREE
2 55
2 b9
2 ¥
2 4y
2 35‘
2 S

HA

(]

NOT SURE

317
e/ |
3:20

319
3is |
39
320

(go 1o puge 2)




19.
20.

21.

!:-‘

25.

27.

29.

31.
32.
33.

35,

2.

The decline of religion in American life has contributed to a decline in morality .

It's good that the government protects the rights of very unpopular groups—like
Ku Klux Klan, Nazis and Communists—to demonstrate publicly ............

It's suicidal for a democracy to protect extremist groups who want to overthrow

BOMIOCTACY .o\ ottt et e e e e e '

. To help reduce deficits and relieve world tensions, U.S. military spending should

B UL . .t e e e

In order to be a reliable military supplier of Israel, the U S. should maintain a
strong military CaPacily . ... ...ttt e e

CAdUllery ISWIONE . ...

Whatever my personal views of homosexuality. I think that homosexuals should
have the same rights asotherpeople ............ ... ... i,

. Whatever my views of the rights of homosexuals. I am troubled by the rise in

their visibility . ... .. S o | . R

In general, I support the goals and philosophy of such government programs as
welfare and food stampSTetsey. W 0 5 B0 R B R T iR R e YL N

. Such government programs as welfare and food stamps have had many bad

effects on the very people they're supposedtohelp .......................

Because of the fraud and waste in such government programs as welfare and
food stamps, I support efforts to reduce or eliminate some of these programs . ..

. Anti-Semitism in America may, in the future. become a serious problem for

American Jews . . .. .. . e e e e
Anti-Semitism in America is currently not a serious problem for American Jews
Virtually all positions of influence in Americaare opentoJews .............

American Jews must be vigilant in combatting any signs of anti-Semitism . .. ..

. When it comes to the crunch, few non-Jews will come to Israel’s side in its

Strugple to SUrvive ... .. cohaan o o i o R e - v e v e s

Israel should offer the Arabs territorial compromise in Judea and Samaria (the
West Bank) in return for credible guarantees of peace . ....................

. If only because you can never trust the Arabs to make a real peace with Israel,

_ Israel should maintain its rule over all of Judea and Samaria (the West Bank) . . .

37.

39.

41.

Jews have a uniquely long and tragic history of persecution .................

. The Jewish history of persecution has made Jews especially sensitive to the

needs of minoriy BroUps: <. .o s ie s sasba s aasaniin Sinmes s viie s

The U.S. has offered Jews more opportunities and freedom than any other
Diaspora COUMEY . s v e i §¥h (i S ¥ e i SEb RN Suy e vah SRR

. There is nothing wrong with members of ethnic and religious groups in the U.S.

organizing politically to further their group interests .. ....................

Parents of children in Jewish day schools should receive tuitibn tax credits . . ...

AGREE
L
1y ¢
1 4l
1 59

/
1 {

73
1 8%
43
15
1 b4
Y3
13

Yo
2

/78
1 57
1 43
4y

== rast (= [

-

1 80
1 83
79
30

QY

DISAGREE
2 L2

2 4
2‘-{3

2 2%

N N NN
L
)

™~
2

o] [ %]
S~
— ——

NOT SURE

3 /Y
314
3/2
3|4

315
3/

3/3

322

3/®

3/0
39

!
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Is your impression of each of the following generally

Javorable, generally unfavorable or mixed? If you are GENERALLY GENERALLY ' NO

 unfamiliar with the group, circle “6” for “no impression.” ~ FAVORABLE UNFAVORABLE  MIXED  IMPRESSION
Q2. ACLU ... oo 141 2 13 3 21 4 AL
3. NAACP............cccceieiiiiin. R 154 2 1L 328 a 6
44, Moral MaJOrity . .. ..o oo e 1 7 2 63 3 14 4 1O
BRI, . .. 21 s mmm i s e 5 8 141 2 14 3 20 4 18
BERIPNE 5 255 6.0 o ol mosssit St ot - 116 2 3 34 4 77
AT RAbDIS .. . ..o 1 60 2 3 323 s 1%
A8 UTA ..o 1 74 - 316 4 7
49. Hasidim .. ... ... 4 121 2 16 3499 a1
80 IDL o sviwvis v R 124 2 4 312% 4 g

51. Think of 4 possible candidates for President:
“A” is a liberal in domestic affairs, and a “dove” in foreign affairs
“B" is a liberal in domestic affairs. and a “hawk" in foreign affairs
“C" is a conservative in domestic affairs. and a "dove” in foreign affairs
' “D" is a conservative in domestic affairs, and a “*hawk” in foreign affairs

Other things being equal, who would be your Ist, 2nd,
3rd, 4th choice for President?

(Circle a different number for each candidate.) ISTCHOICE 2NDCHOICE 3RDCHOICE 4TH CHOICE
"A" (THE LIBERAL DOVE) .. .00 e wllfiue - .o 133 2 50 3 /5 4 33
“B"(THELIBERALHAWK)..................... 13) 2 24 339 "
“C" (THE CONSERVATIVE DOVE) ... ............ 1 |7 2 29 33 5 4 19
“D" (THE CONVERVATIVE HAWK) .. ............ 127 2 >~ 3 44y
|
ANTI-SEMITISM

In your opinion, what proportion of each Py
of the following groups in the U.S. is
anti-Semitic? Most, many, some or few?

(Circle number.) MOST MANY SOME FEW NOT SURE
52. Big business . ;. ..oocviisiiiaceainss 4 1l 323 2 40 1 10 0o ¥
53. Union leaders ... ................... 4 6 317 243 120 0 14
54, HISPARICS . o-cooosrsvvsmasmn vy srammmpssaanss = 4 &8 324 2 3% 1[4 | 0/9
55. BIacKS ..ot 4% 33% 232 1 ¥ o 6
56. DEMOCTALS . ... ..o 4 | 3 5 2 H8 136 010
§7. Republicans . ....................... 4 H 325 2 48 113 0l9
58. Liberals ... ..oovvoennsinannn 4 2 3 & 2 34 14T 0/3
59. CORSErVaLIVES . . ..o eeeeeennnnn .. s 7 328 2 H2 112 ol2
TR 4 | 329 2 H), 110 0o 8
61. Mainstream Protestants ............... 4 1l 3 3\ 2 40 1 9 0l0

’@0 to page 4)



4.

8S. Did you vote in the 1980 election for President? 1. YES ?‘ ’ 2. NO 3
A. (If Yes) Whom did you vote for? ‘
1. ANDERSON ‘5 2. CARTER{U 3. REAGAN 39 4. ANOTHER CANDIDATE 3

86. Knowing what you do now, whom would you rather have seen elected in 1980, Reagan or Carter? 1. REAGAN 5 3_2. CARTER Ll ? J :

87. Do you think that Jesse Jackson is anti-Semitic? 1.YES ' . 2. NO 3. NOT SURE

15 & 1§

(go to page 5)

MOST MANY SOME FEW NOT SURE
62. Fundamentalist Protestants . . ... ...... .. 4 19 3 % 2 2.9 1 6 020
63. Statc Department . .................. 4 13 3 2% 2 385 i 12 0 /3
T 4 12 3 3% 23% 1/0 0 /4
65. Media. ... oo a N 3/4 245 123 09
66. Police . .. ...\ 4 3 3/4 2 L8 120 0/3
MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS
Do you regularly read or receive any of the following? (Circle number.) YES NO d
67. Time or Newsweek or U.S. News & World Report ... ..o 15 ¢ 24 4
68. NewRepubtic.......... 0 o Tl 1 Yy 296
69. NAtONAl REVICW . . ... it etete e et e . § 29°%
70. COMMENIATY . . ..ottt e e et e i et e A M. BN A/ RB 1 5 2 q 5
Th. New Yorker ... .. .. ... .Sl U0 DD 120 2 3 0
72. NY. Revicw of Books . .. . TR 4. S0 7 U0 (SRS == W Eh WS S o 1] 0 230
73. Atlantic or HAIPET'S .. .. ..o\ oo oot et DTS, o et 1 - ¢ 29%
74. Busincss Week or Forbes or FOMUNE . ... ..ottt ettt e e e e e e e e 197 233 -
75, Wall S JOUrnal .. ... ... e 139 28/
76. Sunday New YOrK THTIES . .. .. ..\ ovoossn s e et e s e e e e e i e 1 ¢ 253
(0" "SRR TOR, . . e p 2 3 o 16 294
78. A proﬁ:sﬁionaljournal ........................................................... 1 56 2¥4
79. A Jewish magazine Or MEWSPAPET . . ... ...\ttt ittt it e 1 5% 247
B0, MOMENL . oov i vns v vne i i B oy o I L s Lol o 1 lf 29 6
81. JerusalemPost ................... B o PP SIS, SR S . 1 ? 2 ‘?3
82. Doyou belongtoabook club? .......% @ LM oo, AR .. .. e e e 1 ’6 2 8‘#’
i : :
_ N
POLITICS AND VOTING
83. Which of these best describes your vsual stand on political issues? (Circle number.) :
1. RADICAL OR SOCIALIST | 2. LIBERAL 36 3. MIDDLE-OFTHE-ROAD 38
4. CONSERVATIVE Q) !ﬂ 5. VERY CONSERVATIVE J '
84. Do you usually think of yourself as Republican, Democratic, or Independent? .
1. REPUBLICAN | Z 2. DEMOCRATIC § & 3. INDEPENDENT 3




- e
ISRAEL .
. T
88. How many times have you been to Israel? (Enter number. )_(_Q)_‘a_o_(jl?-) (&) 3 (3) LI (q'é)‘ é '
I_ o . - : . 's?‘ ‘.;_3
; ASSOCIATES
(Circle number.) )
89. Of your 3 closest friends. how many are Jewish? .. ...... 0 8 1 | g 2 3 5 6-

90. Of the 3 people closest to you. whom you know from
work. how many are Jewish? (If you are not employed.

leave blank.). ... ........... ... 03, 1 2F 2721 320
91. Of the 3 peopie in your neighborhood with whom you are .

closest, how many are Jewish? . ..................... -0 1 |(§ 2 | 53 3 L}Q_

- .\ ]
RELIGION

(Circle number.) JEWISH CHRISTIAN OTHER NONE NO SPOUSE
92. In what religion were you raised? .. ... 1 q:}- 2 ) 3 o 4 :L -
93. What is your religionnow? ... ....... 1 ) 2 0 3 ¢ 4 8 -
94. In what religion was your spouse raised” 193 2/ 8 3 4 4 2 -5
95. What is your spouse’s religion now? . . . 1 3 ’f 2 1 3 Y 4 8 5

Below are several religious practices. For each practice, EITHER OR BOTH

please indicate whether: (a) you do this now; (b) you did it 10

years ago; (c) your parents did it when you were a child. NOwY HAEARSAGO: QF YOUR PARENTS

: YES NO YES NO YES NO
£ <o

96. Attend a Passover Seder at home or elsewhere .. ................ 18b 214  4d8 sy 7190 8/0
97. Attend Yom Kippur services .......... e NN 168 232 4%352%3 784 8lb
98. Attend Sabbath services once a monthormore . ................ 124238 4 ‘29 53] 74| 8 59
99, Use separate dishes for meat and dairy products ................ 120 2 BO 422 57¢ 746 g 54
160. Have a Christmas tree athome . ... .......................... 1 293 4 587 794 892

101. Do you think of yourself as . .. (Circle number.)
?l. ORTHODOX 3‘12 CONSERVATIVE 13 3. REFORM 'J_ 4. RECONSTRUCTIONIST 37{. 5. JUST JEWISH

102. D0 YU DEIONE 108 SYNABORUEY « .. -+ e e eee s o e e e s e e e e et e et s e 1.YES 55 2.N0OMS
103. Do you belong to a Jewish organization aside from a synagogue or synagogue-related group? .. ... - L. YES L\% 2.NO § 2

104. What was the main form of Jewish schooling you received as a child?
1. NONE 2. SUNDAY SCHOOL 3. AFTERNOON SCHOOL 4. YESHIVA OR DAY SCHOOL 5. OTHER

| % 25 U\ b |0

(go to page 6)

— e
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BACKGROUND

105. Your sex: (Circle number.) . .. ... .o e e e e 1. MALE ‘,ﬂo 2. FEMALE bl o

106. Your age: MEb'ﬂN =51

107. Marital status . 1. NEVERMARRIED |} 2. MARRIED }3 3. DIVORCED OR SEPARATED (, 4. WIDOWED 9

-108. How many children have you had‘?lb)la_(.')'l E)‘) "0 (5) 14 (‘fJ? (5‘)1 .

109. What is the total number of children you expect to have? i6_()1o (l) b L} {5 )2 (q- ) 8 ("’ *)]\

110. How many children live with you? M \5 (1) | j ( 3) b (H)f -(5 s‘) )

111. What is your ZIP code?

112. What is the highest level of formal education you and your spouse have completed? (Circle number.) YOU YOUR SPOUSE
High school graduate or leg e e s o A e e 1171 6 2|
TG I . oA A AT RY ST A RE PESAIROCLE 2 ) 73 3
College degree ........ SOREEAL LIRS 5 A0 8 bt 0L S B BV B B O i ST 32} 820
Post-graduate degree . . .. SRR CEEEE o SRR o BRSO WU R NN U AN oUW quive 4 55 926
NOSPOUSE . <. covi vinev s it . F®. .- % .- 2 2 8B % # . .9 . = -

113. What was your approximate family income from all sources. before taxes. in 1983? (Circle number.)

Less than $10000 .. ... € 0 5000010859999 . ... ... ... e oo N
$1000010 819999 .. ... I 1 $600001087%4.999 ... &
5200000529999 - -...o\\ oo 15 2 $7500010899.999 ... ¥ 7
$3000010539.999 . .. ...\ \ it b 3 5100000105499 ... ... s 8
$4000010549.999 .. ... 1l 4 sis00000rmore .. ........................... 19
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The American Jewish Committee protects the rights and freedoms of Jews the
world over; combats bigotry and anti-Semitism and promotes human rights
for all; works for the security of Israel and deepened understanding between
Americans and Israelis; defends democratic values and seeks their realization
in American public policy; and enhances the creative vitality of the Jewish
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FOR RELEASE
THURSDA . 13, 1988

NEW YORK, OCT. 13. ... . American Jews remain well to the left of the national political center in
several key .areas, and are deeply concerned about anti-Semitism, according to a recently conducted
nationwide survey. -

The survey, which was released tdday at a news conference at ;he offices of the American Jewish

Committee, found that the liberal leanings of American Jews are especially notable in three areas: Jews

tend far more to think of themselves as liberals and Democrats than do other Americans;/ they hgzl_\:i-Iy

—

support separation of church and state,/ and they take strikingly liberal positions on such social issues as

abortion policy and gay rights. I

The survey also found that Jews support higher taxes,f favor cuts in defense spending, and oppose
—

cuts in domcsnc spending to a greater degree than do other Americans.

— ——

The in-depth study of American Jews’ political attitudes and their determinants was conducted for

AJC by Steven M. Cohen, professor of sociology at Queens College, CUNY. The study is based on two

simultaneous surveys -- one dealing wit and the othe undertaken by

Market Facts, Inc., a national research corporation. The questionnaires were fielded in April and May,
1988,

Chairing today’s news conference was Ira Silverman, executive vice president of the AJC.

The analysis compared Jews with other white non-Jews and with blacks, who were over-sampled to
ensure reliable statistical results. "By surveying Jews and non-Jews at the same time in the same
fashion,” -said Professor Cohen at tbday's conference, "we can be reasonably sure that any differences
we uncovered between the two groups were genuine, and not due to methodological artifacts.” -

Among the more marked differences found between Jews and other whites were these

/"'_'_'————\
-Among@:mte Gentileéd) in- the sample, the number oCemocra\g and Repubhcan was about _e€ven; )

but among Jews, Dcmocrats outnumbered Republicans by better th@ to-lxﬁl% versus 14%).
36% ersu@

*Twice as many @c non-Jews See themselves as("conservative™)than as "liberal”

but among Jews, liberals vastly outnumber conscrvatives@u?@ersus(flv%).

*The white non- at the time of the survey were Iean?l?é'fto the Republican ;'Jresidential ticket
versug 31%); but Jews overwhelmingly favored a Democrat for President (€8% Vfrsusiiﬁ%)
While the study found that Jews are generally motivated by liberal leanings in many key areas, it

also found that Jews are anxious about -Md (anti-Israel sentiments.) More than

three quarters believe, reported Professor Cohen, that "anti-Semitism in America is currently . . . a

®

serious problem for American Jews," the highest figure recorded since the AJC surveys first asked the

—_—

questlon@
Similarly, the study found that only a quarter believe that "virtually all positions of influence in

Ameﬂ@.ﬂﬂ?ﬂ\—%ﬁ“ﬁ_a figure _l_g_\y_gﬂthan in any of the previous AJC surveys. In a related area,

a clear majori (54%){ y they are "worried the U.S. may stop being a firm ally of Israel,” more than in

1986, the last time the question was asked of a representative national sample of American Jews.
Many Jews’ fears of anti-Semitism were found to center on the Rev. Jesse Jackson and on blacks

esponded in the

generally. When asked if they thought Reverend Jackson was anti-Semitj
-z ....more
Theodore Ellencff, President; Leo Nevas Chair, Board of Governars; Robert S. Jacobs, Chair, National Executive Council; Edward E. Elson, I:hau' Board of Trustees
Ira Silverman, Executive Vice-President
Washington Office, 2027 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington DC 20036 « Israel hq.: P.O. Box 1538, Jerusalem 31410, Israel
South America hq. (temporary office) 165 E. 56 St., New York, NY 10022-2746 ’
CSAE 1707
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affirmative, and only 10% disagreed. In addition, almost half the Jf_‘:v_i_s_]} ﬁspondents@id they
believe “"many" American blacks are anti-Semitic. =

Respondents were also asked which party's presidential ticket they would support if Jesse Jackson
was not on a party ticket. In response to this question, Jews, far more than other whites, gave their
“vote" to the Democrats. However, when asked which party they would vote for if Jackson were the
Democratic vice-presidential candidate, the Jews changed their vote from a 58%-t0-16% Democratic

majority to a 44%-t0-24% Republican majority.
e
"Of course, these results cannot be taken as face-value predictions of the electoral outcome in

November,"” Professor Cohen pointed out. "They were collected in April and May, long before many

~ voters had decided or even knew for sure who would be on the tickets. But they do give us some

indication of the kinds of concerns American Jews bring to the voting booths. Clearly, a commitment to

liberalism and fa fear of anti-Semitism or of 'anti-Israelism’ are the two primary political motivations of

—

American chsli"

The study also found, continued Professor Cohen, that Jews’ liberalism goes beyond their political
self-identification. In social issues, for cniamplc:

*While only minorities of non-Jewish whites and blacks say abortion should be "legal [for all
women] as it is now" (45% and 41% respectively), the vast majority of American Jews (87%) favor
keeping abortion legal.

*Jews favor "gay rights" far more than other Americans, white or black. —The survey asked,
"whatever my personal views of homosexuality, I think that homosexuals should have the same rights as
other people." While most of the non-Jewish whites (57%) agreed, as did 70% of the blacks, support for
this view was voiced by 85% of the Jews.

*While most non-Jewish whites and blacks favor a ban on "all forms of pornography,” most Jews
oppose such a ban. '

Jews’ liberalism was also found to be very pronounced in the church-state area. The vast majority
of non-Jews, but hardly any Jews, favor "a constitutional amendment to permit prayer in the public
schools" (71% of the non-Jewish whites, 74% of the blacks, and only 18% of the Jews).

"Jews also divided with others on the question of using public property for religious symbols,” said
Professor Cohen, "and, somewhat ironically, far more non-Jews than Jews say it is OK for a city
government to put up a menorah on government property during the Jewish holiday of Chanukah (non-
Jewish whites: 81%; blacks: 60%; and Jews: only 37%.")

On issues of taxes and spending the study found Jews to be significantly more liberal than non-
Jewish whites and marginally more liberal than blacks. Jews approve of cutting defense spending far
more than other whites (69% versus 51%); they oppose cuts in domestic spending far more than other
whites (43% versus 25%); and they oppose raising taxes somewhat less than other whites (54% versus
62%). _

"And in the few areas where Jews were not particularly liberal,” said Professor Cohen, "neither
were they especially conservative. Their views on the Soviet Union, capital punishment, and affirmative
action were not unlike those of other white Americans."

"This study represents a genuine advance in our understanding of Jewish political attitudes,”
commented Dr. David Singer, director of AJC’s Information and Research Services. "First, the study
provides a truly refined conceptualization of Jewish liberalism, telling us where Jews are most liberal and
where they are not. Second, the study begins to tell us with greater insight than ever before the

reasons for Jewish liberalism.”
Professor Cohen’s analysis identified several factors that help account for the Jewish tilt to the

.«..Imore
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liberal side of the political spectrum, the most prominent among them being parents’ politics, education,
and secularism.

"Jews are more liberal,” said Professor Cohen, "partly because more of them had liberal parents
(and fewer had conservative parents) than did other Americans.

"Jews are also more liberal because they have attended colleges and universities far more than have
other Americans. Moreover, higher education has a greater liberalizing impact on Jews than it does
upon others.

"Jews are more liberal because they are so secular, that is, non-religious. Although deeply
attached to other Jews as an ethnic group, Jews report religious service attendance rates far lower than
other Americans. Generally, the more religious are more conservative."”

Commenting on the implications of these findings for the upcoming Presidential elections, Professor
Cohen conciuded that "Jews will be motivated both by their liberalism and by their concern over their
own security and that of Israel."

"In 1984," he continued, "exit polls showed Jews giving a landslide victory of about 68% to 32% to
the Democrat (Walter Mondale). If Jews regard the influence of anti-Semitic forces on the Bush and

Dukakis campaigns as roughly equal, there is no reason to expect results much different from those we

saw in 1984. However, insofar as Jews perceive Jesse Jackson and his supporters as anti-Semitic and

anti-Israel, and insofar as they perceive them as influential in a prospective Dukakis administration, we

can expect them to moderate their enthusiasm for the Democratic Party."

The complete report on Professor Cohen’s study will be available from AJC after the election.
The American Jewish Committee.is this country’s pioneer human relations organization. Founded in
1906, it combats bigotry, protects the civil and religious rights of Jews here and abroad, and advances

the cause of improved human relations for all people everywhere.

* % & %
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE i
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date November 10, 1988
to Ira Silverman
from David Singer

subject The Jewish Vote

Once again American Jews~ha§e-demonstratedmthewremarkable
consistency of their voting behavfor, fayoring the more liberal
candidate over the more conseryative one. The results for the
1988 presidential e?ecE?EE_EFEFEE follows:

: = Dukakis Bush
ABC @% Czs%
NBC/Wall Street Journal (71% 9%

CBS/New York Times - gax gsss

CNN/Los Angeles Times 74% (?h%

.

The bottom line is that Jewish support for the Republican
party did not increase in 1988, despite the Jackson ‘phenomenon.

- - : e ————
At a Tater point, I will have data on sub-group differences
among Jewish voters. There is Tittle likelihood of any surprises,

however.

: : if_-r-» ,
DS:rg B T 2

cc: SAC members
Area offices

LS D LA TP oS O LAREH R




THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date  June 9, 1988
to AJC Colleagues*

from David Singer

subject April 1988 Roper Poll

- Attached are the findings of the poll of American opinion that
Roper conducted for the AJC in April. The findings, taken as a whole, are
surprisingly positive for Israel. | '

I am currently preparing a full analysis of the poll, including
subgroup differences. Until the analysis is ready for release, Ira Silverman
- has asked that the findings be kept in-house.

DS:rg

cc: Shula Bahat, Hyman Bookbinder, George Gruen, David Harris, Ronald Kronish,
Gary Rubin, Gary Wolf, Marc ‘T/anenbaum
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4. I'm going to mention the names of some foreign countries.

Page 2 wW/Y

For each, 1'd

like you to tell me whether or not you think that country is or is not a

reliable ally of the United States. First, (name country). (ASK ABOUT

EACH ONE) ' o
Is IS NOT

RELIAELE RELIABLE DON'T
ALLY ALLY KNOW

a. Canada ........ G E A8 1 89% 2 ¢ Yy ¥+ 3¢/

B BYLER o oo cn o sins 3 ¥% 260 Y34 37/

€. West Germany..... SRR 72 3) 21% Yi4 38/

d. Israel ......coccunnnnnn 1437 2 36 Y 20 39/

@ EGYPL s ccvcvooeocoaiha.. 132 240 Y29 40/

f. France .....-..- 0 el $32 2 2% Y Lo 41/

D dordan . .. EONTY . . . T8 1132 2 45 Y3g 42/

. Turning for a minute to the situation

in the Middle East, at the present
time do you find yourself more in
sympathy with Israel, or mere in
sympathy with the Arab nations?
More with Israel ..........: 3!&_43/

More with Arab nations ..... !{2

Not sympathetic with either

8548 (v0L.) «nanitillecnemeiens e 3
Sympathetic equally with both

sidas (vol.) ..evendiaaseails !f4
Don't KNOW coceronneosivedt fﬁ.!

. Turning to the situation in the West

Bank and Gaza, do you think the
Israeli government's response to the
Palestinian uprising has been too
harsh, too lenient, or about right?

Too harsh ..... .2&6 44/
Too lenient ...Jt!.2
About right ...#&k.3
Don't know ....34.Y

. There have been complaints, both in

Israel and here, that the news media
have shown bias against Israel in the
coverage of Israel's response to the
Palestinian uprising. Do you think
the news media have or have not shown
bias against Israel?

; 3
Have ..... 3.‘.‘-1 Don't know 3. s § 45/

Have not J36.2

(HAND RESPONDENT CARD) Which one of
the following would you prefer as a
solution to the problem of the
Palestinians in the Middle East?

8. Israeli annexation of all 5 M
of the West Bank and Gaza ...21 46/
b. Israeli military control
of all of the West Bank
and Gaza, with local self-
rule for the Palestinians 1o 2

€. The return of major por-
tions of the West Bank and
Gaza to Jordanian rule,
with appropriate security
arrangements for Israel ...

(SKIP
!2:3 >’TQ
10)
d. The establishment of a
Palestinian homeland in all
of the West Bank and Gaza
in federation with Jordan ..”. 4

e. The establishment of an
independent Palestinian
state in all of the West
Bank and GAZ& «eoeeceoens-.- $s

£f. Don't know which is 59,
preferable solution ....... 2..Y (ASK 9)

Is that because you haven't followed
the situation closely enough to have
an opinion, or because you don't know
which of the sclutions you would prefer?

Haven't followed closely anough.isa 47/

Den't know which solution would- 4
UL {7 - e 412



10. Israel has agreed to meet with local Palestinian representatives, but refuses to
negotiate with the PLO (Palestine Liberation Organization), claiming that it is
a terrorist organizaticn. Do you think Israel is right or wrong in refusing to

negotiate with the PLO?

Right ... "_Hl _ Wrong .. 272 Don't know .Y &1 48/

12. (HAND RESPONDENT CARD) Which, if any, of the groups listed on this card do you
believe have too much power in the United States? Just call off the letter in

front of the groups.

8. Business COIpPOrations ...-..cceiveesrssoonnsasosasns ;.{...fffg 62/
b. Arab interests ..........ceeceeens IR RIYCR R PO £2.2
c. Blacks LA AL Ao EAE S -0 D St Seaiale SOEE  . , {%. 3
d. The news media--TV and newspape:s.......................}3.4
e. Jevs .. o WO TN W o Y B8O A0 W Er o 5
£. The CatHolie CRUZCR vss:vvscs ot satniconssins s wasosnsssss 1.6
g. Orientals--Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, Vietnamese, etc. ./5:?
h. Hispanics .....as. - cmn.sumescon LT T T nREII t.s
1. Labor unions ... 5. . c B ccctlhee o il coosd A O NPT TR
None Of thesSe ..ouveuencacennss Rt ?. . BN U e |
Don't know ....... -, VAR, WPaER | safhis » o o ¥ SEEORR) pee P

13. Please tell me whether you agree or disagree vith the following statement:
Most American Jews are more loyal to Israel than to the United States.

Agrea ..... ..AZTZI Disagree .....?‘:3.2 Den't know ... :Z?'{ 63/
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ELECTION '88

08-24-88 | R @ | 8655
Jewish voting block mfluentla] though its numbers are few

By Albert J. Menendez
Special to Religious News Service

(Note to editors: Following is the third article in a four-part series on the voting patterns
religious groups have taken in previous national elections and their implications for the 1988
race. It was written for Religious News Service by Albert J. Menendes, former research director
of Americans United for Separation of Church and State and author of “Religion at the Polls,’
published in 1977 by Westminster Press.)

»

(RNS) — The Jewish vofe fascinates political junkies, perhapé because of this
community’s high visibility among the cultural and academic elites. Jews are highly
influential in the political process. High achievers in almost every endeavor, Jews generally
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rank first in income and education. A record number of Jews — about 7 percent — now hold
seats in Congress. This is a remarkable achievement for an immigrant community that has
had to struggle for decades against anti-Semitism. '

~ But the Jewish vote is small, no more than 3 percent of the electorate — down from
two decades ago as more blacks, Hlspamcs and white fundamentalists are voting. Even in
New York state the Jewish vote has fallen below 15 percent. Jewish voters have some clout in
New Jersey, Maryland, California, Massachusetts and Florida. :

' Since FDR, the Jewish community has been strongly committed to the liberal social

and cultural values embodied in the Democratic Party. In almost every election, Jews have
been among the most Democratic of voters, faithfully backing candidates like Adlai Stevenson,
Hubert Humphrey and George McGovern. In doing so, it is said, Jews have voted against their
economic interests. But they have felt most secure in Democratic administrations.

Beginning in the early 1970s, however, many Jews began to see the Democrats’ foreign
policy positions toward Israel and the Soviet Union as threatening their best interests. Social
conflicts with their traditional black allies over school busing and quotas threatened to shatter
the black/Jewish alliance over civil rights. These conflicts depressed the Democratic vote, and

~ Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford did better among Jews than Dwight Eisenhower. In 1980, an
extremely unpopular Democratic president, Jimmy Carter, nearly lost the Jewish vote to
Ronald Reagan, while 15 to 20 percent of Jews opted for John Anderson. Mr. Carter’s Jewish
vote was the lowest any Democrat had received since 1924.

But the Reagan administration’s ties to the Religious Right angered and frightened so
many Jews that Walter Mondale swept their vote in 1984, the largest gain the former vice
president made among any group. Jesse Jackson’s candidacy briefly threatened Democratic
hopes in that year, but Jerry Falwell proved to be more intimidating.

Mike Dukakis won convincing majorities among Jewish voters in every Democratic

. primary this year. His commitment to civil liberties and his intellectual style are very
appealing to Jewish voters — and his Jewish wife, Kitty, probably won’t hurt. He should win
~ 75 to 80 percent of the Jewish vote in November. Orthodox Jews, however, share a great deal
in common with evangelicals and conservative Cathohcs and will probably give the edge to

Mr. Bush.

Black Americans — the vast majority of whom are Protestant — have been the
Democratic Party’s mainstay since 1964. Concerned about economic survival issues, many
blacks see the Democrats as their protectors. Many of their political convictions seem rooted
in the social gospel tradition exemplified by the Rev. Jesse Jackson. On several social issues,
i.e,, school prayer, blacks are conservative, and this social conservatism has attracted
individuals like Rosey Grier and the Rev. E. V. Hill to the Republican camp. But 90 percent of
blacks still opted for Walter Mondale. Even in bad years — like 1972 and 1980 — more than
80 percent of blacks preferred the party of FDR. Gov. Dukakis’ peace pact with Jesse Jackson
makes that a certainty in 1988.

The Mormon vote is not up for grabs. It is solidly Republican and keeps Utah and Idaho
in the GOP column. Student precincts in Brigham Young University gave President Reagan
95 percent of their vote in 1984. Cultural conservatism will offset any economic dislocations

among Mountain State Mormon voters.

(Tomorrow: Religiously unaffiliated voters)




POLITICAL IDENTITY

Which of these best describes your usual stand on political

issues?
QTHER JEWS JEWS
. JEWS WHITES BLACKS 1984 1984
VERY LIBERAL 4 2 g8 1% 1%
LIBERAL 29 15 36 .39 31
MIDDLE-OF-THE~-ROAD 44 48 33 38 38
CONSERVATIVE 20 32 18 - 24 24
VERY CONSERVATIVE i 4 ] i -4

#Note: The 1984 and 19Bé& questionnaires used "radical or socialist" instead of "very
liberal."® ; -

You usually think of yourself as a:

OTHER JEWS JEWS
JEWS WHITES BLACKS 1984 1986

REPUBLICAN . 14 37 ] 12 18
INDEPENDENT 25 26 11 31 19
DEMOCRAT 61 37 84 37 63

Do you appraove or disapprove of the way Ronald Reagan is handling his job as
president? :

OTHER
JEWS WHITES BLACKS
APPROVE 24 42 19
DISAPPROVE 60 38 76

NOT SURE ' 16 19 13



PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, 1988

Assume that neither Jesse Jackson nor Pat Robertson is on the major party

tickets.

Which of the major parties will you probably vote far in the 1988

presidential election?

THE
THE
NOT

KON’

[f Jesse

OTHER

JEWS _ WHITES BLACKS
REPUBLICAN 16 34 4
DEMOCRATIC 58 31 82
SURE 25 26 12
T VOTE : | 1 1 3

Jackson is the Demacratic Vice~Presidential candidate, which aof the

' major parties will you probably vote far in the 1988 presidential election?

THE
THE
NOT

WON'

OTHER
JEWS WHITES BLACKS
REPUBLICAN 44 49 3
DEMOCRATIC 24 23 72
SURE 30 23 3
T VOTE 2 .3 0

If Pat Robertson is the Republican Vice-Presidential candidate, which of the
majar parties will you probably vote far in the 1988 presidential electian?

THE
THE
NOT

WON’

Which of
are not,
and your

OTHER
JEWS WHITES BLACKS
REPUBLICAN 10 27 3
DEMOCRATIC 39 36 79
SURE 27 33 14
T VOTE _ 3 3 4

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

the follawing politicians, some of whom are active candidates and some of wham
would be your first choice for President in 19887 Who would be your second,
third choices?

(Percentage who would find candidate "acceptable," that is, listed candidate as

first ar secaond choice)
OTHER
JEWS. WHITES BLACKS

Gearge Bush 24 45 - 14
Mario Cuamo 51 15 18
Robert Dole : 14 - 28 5
Michael Dukakis 40 38 39
Albert Gore 13 14 b
Jesse Jacksan g 10 87

Pat Rabertsan 0 7 ]

(%]



ANTISEMITISH

Antisemitism in America is currently not a serious

problem for American Jews.

Virtually all positions of influence in America are

open tao Jews.

In your opinion, what propartion of each of the following

semitic? Most, many, some .or few?

34

ND
10

MOST MANY -
Big business ] 29
Union leaders & 22
Hispanics 8 22
Blacks 14 32
Democrats 1 -
Republicans 3 17
Liberals 1 8
Conservatives 4 19
Catholics 9 29
Mainstream Protestants 7 - 27
Fundamentalist Protestants - 14
Is Jesse Jackson anti-Seamitic? YES
59

Is Pat Robertson anti-Semitic? YES
' 41

L]

NO
13

SOME
42
42
38
34
46
48
41

45

41
43

28

AGREE

14

1986 26
1984 40
1983 35

23
1984 37

1984 31
1983 26

DISAGREE

74

54
47
45

&5
30

38
33

FEW NOT SURE

14
18
13
10
31
16
34
15
i1
i1

7

NOT SURE
31

NOT SURE
a4

9
12
18
11
14
13
17
17
10
13
13

NOT SURE

10

20
13
20

10
13

11
19

groups in the U.S. are anti-



[SRAEL & THE MIDDLE EAST

AGREE
Caring about Israel is a very important part of my being a Jew 74
1984 43
1983 78
I am snmetlmes uncomfartable about 1dent:fy1nq myself as a supporter
af Israel 13
1986 8
1983 9
- If Israel were destroyed, I would feel as if 1 had suffered one of
the greatest personal tragedies in my life a3
: 1986 41
1983 78
1981 83
When it comes to the crunch, few non-Jews will came to Israel’s side
in its struggle to survive a7
1986 45
1983 54
I am warried the US may stop being a firm ally of Israel © 54
1984 40
1983 35S
American Jews should not publicly criticize the pnl1c1es of the
gavernment of Israel 32
1986 22
1985 34
1983 31
1982 43
1981 38
Recently there has been too auch cr@ficism of the Israeli government
by American Jews. 41
Even when I disagree with the actions of Israel’s government, that
doesn’'t change how close I feel toward Israel. B2

DIS-
AGREE
15
24
9

78
84
a3

21
21

13

28
33
24

33
43
32

56
63
55
57
49
57

38

NOT
SURE
9
14
13

o -0

16
18
13

13
21
22

12.

17
14

12
16
10
12

17
21

10



AFFIRMATIVE ACTION -

Do you favor or oppose giving pra+éren:e in hirfnq to each of the following groups?

(Percent in favor)

* DTHER
JEWS  WHITES BLACKS
The Handicapped 57 61 79
Wonen 36 40 74
Blacks 27 30 75
Hispanics 25 23 &3
Jews 28 23 96
Asians 23 22 31

SOCIAL WELFARE

In general [ support the goals and philosdphy of
such government programs as welfare. 54 49 &4

Government programs such as welfare have had many bad
effects an the very people they're suppaosed to help 77 74 72

I support efforts to reduce or eliminate government

OTHER JEWS

JEWS WHITES BLACKS 1984 -
73
&4
43

programs such as welfare. 32 33 20

SPENDING AND TAXES

At present, the federal budget deficit is running at the rate af about 200
billion dollars per year. Please indicate whether you approve or disapprove of

each of the following ways to reduce the deficit.

Cut defense spending

OTHER
JEWS WHITES BLACKS

APPROVE 69 al &5

DISAPPROVE 20 33 1.7
Cut domestic spending .

APPROVE 39 56 31

DISAPPROVE 43 25 . 44
Raise taxes - : .

APPROVE 25 20, 18

DISAPPROVE 34 482 63



CHURCH~STATE SEPARATION

OTHER

JEWS WHITES BLACKS
Bovernment aid for parents of school children to help pay 19 24 29
for tuition at private or parachial schools?
A Canstitutiaonal Amendment to permit prayer in the public 18 71 74
schoals?
It's OK for a city gavernment to put up a manger scene on 36 89 70
government property at Christmas.
It's OK faor a city government to put up a menorah on 37 81 60
government property during the Jewish holiday of Chanukah.
Public schools should allow student religious graups to hold B 73 71
voluntary meetings ‘in school classrooms, when classes are :
not in session. '
It should be against the law for unusual reliﬁiuus cults ta &9 71 74

try to convert teen-agers.



THE "SOCIAL ISSUES"

ABORTION
What do you think about abortion? Should it be . . .
' : OTHER
JEWS WHITES BLACKS
Legal as it is now 87 43 41
Legal anly in some cases ' 12 44 48
Not permitted at all l i1 11

Suppose your unamarried teen-age daughtér told you she was pregnant & intended
to have an abortion. Would you support her decision to have an abortiaon?

YES 75 35 35
NO & . 37 37
NOT SURE 19 28 28
HOMDSEXUALS
: OTHER JEWS
JEWS WHITES BLACKS 1984

Whatever my personal views of homosexuality, I
think that homosexuals should have the saame

rights as other peaple. 83 37 70 87
Whatever my views of the rights of homosexuals,
I am troubled by the rise in their visibility. 33 b2 48 43
PORNOGRAPHY
Do you favor or oppose laws which would ban all forms of pornegraphy?
' OTHER
JEWS WHITES BLACKS
FAVOR 33 35 30
OPPOSE 33 30 32

NOT SURE 14 15 18

The Supreme Caurt recently ruled that Hustler magazine had a canstitutonal
right to print a parody of Rev. Jerry Falwell suggesting he had sexual rela-
tions with his elderly mother. Do you agree with this decisian?

AGREE 44 23 23
DISAGREE 36 39 48

NOT SURE 19 18 29

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Do you favor or oppose abolishing the death penalty?

FAVOR 13 11 29
OPPOSE 74 73 44
NOT SURE 13 17 28




THE SOVIET UNION

OTHER
JEWS  WHITES BLACKS

In yaur apinian, which of the following best describes
Russia’s primary objective in world affairs:

Seeks anly to protect itself against attack 3 3 13
Seeks to compete with the U.S. for influence 39 33 3&
Seeks global domination, but not a major war 47 42 33
Seeks glabal domination & will risk a major war 12 20 18
Mikhail Gorbachev (USSR)
FAVORABLE 24 24 14
MIXED, NOT SURE 48 94 &7
UNFAVORABLE 27 22 17

Soviet human rights abuses should not obstruct ‘
progress toward U.S.=Saviet arams agreements. 52 52 45

Soviet human rights abuses should naot be a £~
barrier to expanding U.S.-Soviet trade. 33 40 40

S0UTH AFRICA

OTHER
JEWS WHITES BLACKS

Do you think the U,S. should-put more pressure on the South
African government to end its apartheid racial system, less
pressure, or about the same amount of pressure as naw?

MORE PRESSURE 31 29 74
LESS PRESSURE ) 11 L& 2
ABOUT THE SAME AS NOW 22 23 11
The U.S. has been too friendly with the South African i
government . 32 26 49
Israel has been too friendly with the South African
government . 20 19 27



PARENTS* POLITICS

OTHER -
JEWS  WHITES BLACKS

When you were growing up, which of these best described your
"father's usual stand an political issues?

VERY LIBERAL OR LIBERAL 23 13 26
MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD - 27 21 19
CONSERVATIVE OR VERY CONSERVATIVE : 31 39 - 19
NOT SURE, OR DOES NOT APPLY 20 28 36

When you were growing up, which af these best described your mother’'s usual
- stand on palitical issues? -

VERY LIBERAL OR LIBERAL 26 11 34
MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD 7 24 17
CONSERVATIVE OR VERY CONSERVATIVE : 20 33 23
NOT SURE, OR DDES NOT APPLY 25 32 -27



Usual stand on political issues: ([Lib = Liberal or Very Liberal; Mid = Middle-
of-the-road; Con = Conservative or Very Conservative.l]

JEWS ¥ NON-JEW
Lib Mid Con Lib Mid - Con -
Men 30 44 25 14 45 39
Women 33 48 17 t 17 30 33
- Under 40 33 44 22 _ 18 50 32
40-64 31 30 19 14 48 38
b5+ - 34 42 = 24 17 42 41
Graduate Degree 40 39 21 16 40 44
B.A. ' 32 50 18 14 42 44
Some College 32 45 24 20 49 .31
High Schaol cor Less 24 a4 200 14 50 . 33
$50,000+ 31 47 22 13 35 52
$40,000-49,999 36 45 19 21 43 34
$30,000-39,999 . 34 43 21 12 33 35
$20,000-29,999 36 42 22 14 30 37
Under $20,000 29 st 20 19 51 30
Attends services weekly 27 44 29 9 43 48
1=3 times a month 34 43 20 19 47 33
d-10 times a year . 33 32 13 22 30 27
1-4 times a year 31 44 23 20 33 27
Never ' 38 43 19 20 32 28
Orthodox 32 41 27
Conservative 28 47 25
Reform 38 44 18
Naon-denaminational 33 31 14
Marginal 34 40 26
Whites:
Barn-again Prot'ants  § 32 39
Other Protestants 19 9l 31
"Care" Cathalics ' 9 34 38
Non-"core" Catholics 23 a4 23
Blacks 44 33 23
Democrats 41 44 14 26 30 24
Independents 24 54 22 15 60 26
Republicans 14 34 52 8 37 53

10



You usually think of yourself as a: [Dem = Democrat; Rep = Republicanj
Independents not shownl ' :

Do you approve or disapprave of the way Ronald Reagan is handling his job as
president?; (Ap = Approve; Dis = Disapprove; Not Sure not shownl

PARTY 1ID. ; APPROVE RERGAN
JEWS "NON-JEWS JEWS NON-JEHWS
Dem - Rep Dem Rep Ap Dis Ap Dis
Men , 35 17 33 40 32 a9 31 33
Wamen &7 11 41 34 17 Y] 34 42
~ Under 40 ' 33 i8 36 33 33 37 43 35
40-64 ' 435 i2 39 34 20 &3 44 ° 40
45+ ' 61 13 36 48 19 70 3B 41
Graduate Degree 40 18 30 45 22 &3 32 32
B.A. ' : U R ALY 24 © 52 29 33 44 33
Same College 42 13 37 38 28 40 43 41
High Schoal or Less b6 10 4z 31 16 &3 39 39
$30,000+ 39 157 23 48 27 37 54 28
$40,000-49,999 62 12 41 38 27 &2 42 43
$30,000-39,999 63 10 39 41 24 59 1 30
$20,000-29,999 S8 15 34 36 19 &5 45 33
Under $20,000 65 11 45 30 17 b4 32 44
Attends services weekly &3 12 37 40 30 48 43 35
1-3 times a month b1 119 38 40 20 LY 47 37
5-10 times a year 41 16 I I3 23 39 36 39
i1-4 times a year 39 14 37 33 23 43 37 41
Never &3 16 35 34 24 a9 43 42
Orthadox &7 11 34 44
Conservative 64 12 23 &2
Reforam 58 18 ' 25 &2
Non-denominatianal 39 13 20 b4
Marginal a3 16 27 30
Whites: o
Born-again Prot‘ants 32 43 : a3 29
Other Protestants : 36 40 40 41
"Care" Cathaolics 48 28 44 34
Non-"core" Catholics 41 23 38 44
Blacks - 84 § 19 74
Democrats 13 71 19 64
Independents - 27 57 35 J&
Republicans a7 22 72 14
Liberals 76 [ 59 18 9 83 27 bb
Middle-of-the-road 40 10 39 29 23 37 36 39
Caonservatives ; 39 33 23 a7 49 32 a8 23
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Probable party in 1988 presidential vote (Jackson & Robertson not running):
[Dem = Democratic; Rep = Republicanj Other answers not shown.l '

Choice for President: [Figures are total percent picking candidate as first
second choice, with a slight overlap. Duk = Dukakis; Bus = Bush.]

JEHS NON-JEWS JEHS  NON-JEWS

Dem Rep " Dem Rep Duk Bus Duk Bus
Men §2 22 29 43 50 26 32 49
Women 61 10 37 32 &2 19 38 33
Under 40 51 20 34 35 47 30 32 42
40-64 \ 57 14 33 37 se 19 38 39
65+ 1] | ¥-] 34 41 b4 19 34 43
Graduate Degree 40 18 31 30 61 21 33 32
B.A. 5S¢ § =18 22 49 51 23 32 49
Some College S 1k SILE 37 54 24 37 42
High School or Less 58 10 37" ot g9 21 35 3&
$50,000+ 34 20 20 S5 54 24 25 54
$40,000-49,999 j6 11 32 44 A 42 44
. $30,000-39,999 - 56 14 31._4) 60 21 28 43
$20,000-29,999 a1 17 34 3% 98 26 39 40
Under $20,000 61 10 41 27 55 = 21 37 34
Attends services weekly 358 14 30 37 5380, 31 33 37
1-3 times a amonth 62 12 37 4é 63 135 43 46
5-10 times a year 56 17 37 34 57 28 J4 40
1-4 times a year 37 17 389, 33 S7 19 35 44
Never 34 16 34 34 50 22 32 42
Orthodox 52 14 31 27
Conservative &1 13 . b4 21
Refornm 56 20 33 28
Non-denominational 87 13 52 18
Marginal 49 13 56 22
Whites:
Born-again Prot’ants 27 38 29 435
Other Protestants . 34 39 34 41
“Core" Catholics ' 34 29 43 35
Non-“core” Catholics 42 36 40 40
Blacks 82 4 39 14
Democrats 76 8 74 2 &b 12 55 20
Independents 39 14 22 23 3t 26 31 31
Republicans S 646 & 77 23 bl 18 70
Liberals 79 3 &2 20 &8 7 53 24
Middle-of-the-road 54 13 35 29 57 21 40 37

Conservatives 28 40 20 56 37 48 20 54

ar



Do you favar or oppose giving preference in hiring to ... blacks? [Eatries are
percent in favor.l

I suppart efforts to reduce or eliminate government programs such as welfare,
[(Ag = Agree; Dis = Disagree; Not sure not shown.l '

FAVORS PREFERENCE REDUCE WELFARE
JEWS  NON-JEWS ' JEWS NON-JEWS
; Ag Dis Ag Dis
Men 23 24 35 51 41 43
Wamen 30 34 29 54 29 21
~ Under 40 22 27 33 92 29 52
40-44 23 30 - 32 31 o7 46
&5+ 36 32 28 37 35 40
Graduate Degree .19 by ; 27 33 40 43
B.A. 20 27 31 54 42 40
Some College 30 27 34 30 J& 43
High Schaol or Less 37 33 34 31 31 52
$30,000+ 20 20 34 52 44 41
$40,000-49,999 19 20 , 34 50 40 42
$30,000-39,999 ' 26 21 35 49 45 34
$20,000-29,999 32 30 30 55 - 29 48
Under $20,000 44 39 25 57 27 36
Attends services weekly 34 31 31 54 38 42
1-3 times a month 24 32 30 31 37 44
3-10 times a year 25 27 23 39 33 30
1-4 times a year 25 31 35 30 30 33
Never 30 23 33 30 30 50
Orthodox 28 26 57
Conservative 23 32 33
Refarm 28 30 33
Non-denominational 24 : 35 49
Marginal i 3 28 ' J34. 42
Whites: _ ;
Barn=-again Prot’ ants B4 - 34 43
Other Protestants 29 34 48
“"Care" Catholics 32 33 44
Non-“core" Cathalics 29 , 33 48
Blacks 73 20 70
Democrats 30 34 27 358 25 38
Independents 22 31 35 48 29 a1
Republicans ' 21 22 435 37 48 33
Liberals 28 37 18 72 21 b4
Middle-of-the-road 25 3t 35 45 27 52
Conservatives _ 28 24 48 36 49 33




Approve or disapprove of each of the follaowing ways to reduce the deficit.
[(Ap = Approve; Dis = Disapprove; Other answers not shown.l

Men
Women

~ Under 40 -
40-64
&3+

Graduate Degree
Buﬁl. ;

Some College

High School ar Less

$50,000+

$40,000-49,999
$30,000-39,999
$20,000-29,999
Under $20,000

Attends services weekly
1-3 times a month

5-10 times a year

'I-4 times a year

Never

Orthodox
Conservative
Refarm
Non-denominatiaonal
Marginal

Whites:
Barn=-again Prot‘ants
Other Protestants
“Core" Catholics
Non-"core" Catholics
Blacks

Democrats
Independents
Republicans

Liberals
Middle-of-the-road
Canservatives

CUT DEFENSE
SPENDING .

JEWS  NON-JEWS
Ap Dis Ap Dis
69 22 53 34
70 17 49 33

70 20 51 34
87 20 50 34
74 17 56 25

79 1% 8% 23

7Y ViT = 81 e
s 23 51 34
64 23 46 34

70 20 5B 33
71 16 38 28
72 14 47 36
&6 25 50 35
67 21 50 32

48 21 47 35
69 19 54 37
&8 20", 54 31
70 19 S50 29
71 20 37 32

65 25

68 19

71 19

72 18

69 24
40 45
54 32
51 28
s§ 28
65 17

74 14 56 27
&7 20 35 30
32 42 43 43

82 11 82 25

49 19 53 3t
S1 34 44 41

14

CUT DOMES-
TIC SPENDING

JEWS NON-JEWS
Ap Dis Ap Dis
45 40 &1 25
34 44 9l 264

38 43 48 29
39 44 62 22
42 40 36 23

41 43 70 23
37 44+ 83, 32
39 45 59 23
40 37 91 24

43 41 72 135
43 45 &1 25
36 45 b6 21
40 43 56 26
30 45 45 31

41 38 &1 23
34 50 355 23
40 43 52 28
38 44 52 26

43 39 52 32

38 43

38 41

42 435

38 44

42 40
39 23
99 25
Jg8 27
32 30
31 44

32 350 44 34
43 39 52 29
&7 20 469 12

23 40 . 49 34
41 38 30 - 29
&1 27 68 17

RAISE
TAXES

JEWS  NON-JEWS
Ap Dis Ap Dis
33 47 24 41
17 61 16 42

21 40 13 7t
22 S8 23 59
37 35 28 49

31 49 38 43
29 32 31 47
21 96 19 &2
16 &0 14 &9

28 54 29 55

23 386 22 44
23 57 19 &8
27 52 20 &1
{8 33 16 61

27 48 20 39
31 30 13 &7
24 49 21 39
24 59 21 &3
23 37 23 a1

18 &0

24 3&

27 34

26 351

20 60
20 61
22 40
19 38
13 70
18 &3

26 32 21 40
24 - 34 19 - &4
20 &3 20 41

33 43 23 §7
21 38 17 &3
19 &3 22 42




Percent who agree/favor:
Amendment to permit prayer in the public schools.
Keeping abartion legal as it is now.
Haomosexuals should have the same rights as ather peaple.
Laws to ban all forms of pornography.

PRAYER IN LEGAL HOMOSEXUALS® BAN POR-

SCHQOL ABORTION RIGHTS NOGRAPHY
JEWS NON-J JEWS NON-J JEWS NON-J JEWS NON-J

Men 17 69 84 45 82 55 23 45
Wamen - ' 19 .72 83 45 B4 g9 42 &3
Under 40 15 b2 83 45 82 &3 20 37
40-544 _ -19 73 88 43 88 54 32 &0
&5+ - _ 20 74 82 47 B0 92 - 32 74
Graduate Degree = e, a0 g0 39 g8 70 20 41
B.A. 13 b4 89 52 88 - 34 21 43
Some College 22 &8 83 44 83 63 37 33
High Schoaol or Less 27 79 78 41 78 al 93 61
$30,000+ 14 60 1 51 88 b4 24 45
$40,000-49,999 13 &4 B9 30 87 &6 34 32
$30,000-39,999 24 74 20 45 85 58 30 47
$20,000-29,999 12 72 83 38 89 40 30 54
Under $20,000 30 75 70 41 70 53 52 a1
Attends services weekly 30 82 71 25 48 44 49 77
1-3 times a manth 13 77 84 43 8é 34 37 49
5=10 times a year 18 bé 93 54 90 61 33 44
1-4 times a year 17 40 87 62 84 71 30 42
Never 16, -+ 39 85 b4 84 bé 26 30
Orthodox 32 49 &y 36
Conservative 15 88 83 37
Refarm 15 - 89 g8 27
Non-denominational 15 g8 87 26
Marginal 24 B3 73 23
Whites: ;

Barn-again Prat’ants ) 80 1% 38 80

Other Protestants &3 : o7 60 44

"Care" Cathalics 21 15 37 77

Non-"core" Catholics a4 . 57 73 34
Blacks 74 41 70 30
Democrats L& 72 85 45 = B4 59 34 57
Independents - 18 48 85 - 49 84 &1 30 30
Republicans 23 71 85 42 74 33 32 34
Liberals 10 59 92 62 91 73 23 37
Middle-of-the-road 19 71 Bé 30 84 &4 33 32

Canservatives 27 73 74 31 73 42 43 &5



Russia’s primary objective in world affairs:
To protect itself against attack
To compete with the U.S5. for influence
Global domination, but not a major war
Global domination and will risk a major war

JEWS NON-JEWS
PRO- COM DOMI- RISK PRO- COM DOMI- RISK
TECT PETE NATE WAR TECT PETE NATE WAR
Men 2 43 37 9 3 34 47 14
Women 4 33 30 13 & 30 42 22
Under 40 2 48 39 i1 7 39 38 16
40-564 2 34 32 11 3 28 44 23
65+ 4 30 54 11 4 27 94 14
Graduate Degree 2 45 43 9 1 36 49 14
B.A. 2 41 50 8 4 43 37 14
Some College 2 34 30 13 3 34 44 18
High School aor Less S 29 33 13 3 28 45 22
$50,000+ 2 41 47 11 1 33 51 14
$40,000-49,999 1 20 49 10 2 33 45 20
$30,000-39,999 4 38 49 9 7 32 44 17
$20,000-29,999 3 34 St i1 4 33 43 18
Under $20,000 4 31 30 15 6 30 42 23
Attends services weekly 3 29 30 i8 3 27 48 23
1-3 times a manth 2 35 47 17 & . 30 47 17
5-10 times a year 3 34 32 12 10 29 40 21
1-4 times a year 2 42 49 8 4 38 41 18
Never 4 40 47 10 3 39 41 15
Orthaodox 5 43 42 9
Conservative 4 38 48 10
Refarm 2 43 49 4
Non-denominational 1 37 30 12
Marginal 2 22 31 23
Whites:
Born-again Prot’'ants 2 18 43 37
Other Protestants 3 34 44 13
"Core" Catholics 3 36 44 15
Non=-"core" Catholics _ 8 40 34 16
Blacks i b 34 33 18
Democrats 3 40 47 10 3 34 42 19
Independents 1 35 33 12 & 37 40 - 14
Republicans 3 32 52 - 14 3 27 S50 21
Liberals 3 48 41 8 5 50 32 14
Middle-of-the-road 2 35 51 12 ] 32 43 17
Conservatives 2 29 33 14 3 23 48 25

14



THE 1988 NATIONAL SURVEY OF AMERICAN JEWS
 POLITICS AND VOTING

Do you approve or disapprave aof the way Ronald Reagan is handling his job as president?
APPROVE DISAPPROVE NOT SURE
24 60 16

You usually think of yourself as a:  REPUBLICAN DEMOCRAT INDEPENDENT
' 14 59 23

tIF.REPUBLICAN OR DEMOCRAT): Are you a "Strong" (Republican/Democrat)? YES NO
41 59

Which of these best describes your usual stand on political issues?
VERY LIBERAL LIBERAL MIDDLE-OF-THE-RQAD CONSERVATIVE VERY CONSERVATIVE
4 29 45 . 20 i

How important to you is your "political identity" (for example as a liberal, conserva-
tive, etc.)? :
. VERY IMPORTANT SOMEWHAT IMPORTANT - NOT IMPORTANT NOT SURE
12 34 51 3

When yau were growing up, which aof these best described your father’'s usual stand aon

political issues?
VERY LIBERAL LIBERAL MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD CONSERVATIVE VERY CONSERVATIVE

4 19 27 23 &
NOT SURE, OR DOES NOT APPLY
20

When you were growing up, which of these best described your mother’'s usual stand an

political issues?
VERY LIBERAL LIBERAL MIDDLE-OF-THE-ROAD CONSERVATIVE VERY CONSERVATIVE

4 22 29 - 17 3
NOT SURE, OR DOES NOT APPLY
25

How closely do you faollow news about political events and issues?

VERY CLOSELY SOMEWHAT CLOSELY NOT CLOSELY NOT SURE

31 32 17 0
Dd you intend te vote in the 1988 presidential election? YES NO NOT SURE
: 96 | 3
Are you registered to vote? YES NO NOT SURE
96 4 0

(IF YES) Are you registered as a Republican, Democrat, or neither?
REPUBLICAN. DEMOCRAT NEITHER

15 &7 . 17
Have you contributed money to a presidential candidate or a PAC in the last 12 manths?
YES NO NOT SURE

20 78 . 2
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" Assume that neither Jesse Jackson nor Pat Robertson is on the major party tick-
ets. Which of the major parties will you probably vate for in the 1988 opresi-
dential election? .

THE REPUBLICAN THE DEMOCRATIC NOT SURE WON'T VOTE
16 a8 23 1

1¢ Jesse Jackson is the Democratic Vice-Presidential candidate, uhi:h of the
major parties will you probably vote for in the 1988 presidential election?

THE REPUBLICAN THE DEMOCRATIC NOT SURE WON'T VOTE
44 24 30 2

If Pat Robertson is the Republican Vice-Presidential candidate, which oaf the
major parties will you probably vote far in the 1988 presidential election?

THE REPUBLICAN THE DEMOCRATIC NOT SURE WON'T VOTE
L0 59 27 3

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES

Which of the following politicians, some of wham are active candidates and some
of whom are not, would be your first choice for President in 19887 Who would
be your second, and yaour third choices?

FIRST CHOICE SECOND CHOICE THIRD CHOICE

Gearge Bush 14 10 10
Mario Cuano 35 . 16 9
Robert Dale 3 1t 9
Michael Dukakis 24 35 12
Albert Gore ' 4 9 16
Jesse Jacksan 2 3 5
Pat Rabertson 0 0 1
None of the abave 10 b 13
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MAJOR FIGURES & GROUPS

What is your impression of the following figures and groups? (If you have no
clear impression, or are not sure, please check "Not Sure."”)

VERY SOME- MIXED SOMEWHAT VERY NOT
FAVOR- WHAT FA- FEELINGS UNFAVOR- UNFA- SURE
ABLE VORABLE ABLE VORABLE
The Amer. Civil Liberties
Unian C(ACLU) it 22 31 11 10 19
The National Organization faor
Wamen (NOW) 18 33 24 9 5 11
The Nat’l Assoc’'n far the Ad- 13 36 28 ? L ?
vancement of Colored People
(NAACP)

" Planned Parenthood 50 28 12 3 2 4
The Catholic Church 3 12 39 21 Lt 13
The news media 6 27 42 16 ] 3
Yitzhak Shamir (Israel) 1é& 32 28 & 3 15
Shiman Peres (Israel) 5 38 27 4 2 16
Yitzhak Rabin (Israel) 15 36 26 3 { 19
Ariel Sharon (Israel) 14 26 27 8 7 21
Meir Kahane (Israel) 7 9 15 15 36 18
Abba Eban (Israel) 38 29 13 2 2 17
Hosni Mubarak (Egypt) 3 19 32 12 i1 23
Yassir Arafat (PLO) 0 1 3 7 83 7
Mikhail Gorbachevy (USSR) 3 23 41 16 i1 7
Pape John Paul II 7 23 36 17 10 7
Lt. Col. Oliver North 8 13 24 15 33 7
United Jewish Appeal (UJA) 37 36 17 3 2 4
Conference of Presidents
of Major Jewish Org'ns 22 29 16 2 2 30
AIPAC 7 8 11 2 2 70
Simon Wiesenthal Center 43 20 9 2 0 25

MAJOR ISSUES

What do you think about abortion? Should it be .« + .
87 Legal as it is naw
12 Legal only in such cases as saving the life of the mother, rape or
incest
1 Not permitted at all

Suppose your unmarried teen-age daughter told you she was pregnant & intended to have
an abortion. Would you support her decision to have an abortion?
YES 735 NO & NOT SURE 19

The Supreme Court recently ruled that Hustler magazine had a constitutonal right to
print a parody of Rev. Jerry Falwell suggesting he had sexual relations with his elder-
ly mother. Do you agree with this decisian? YES 46 NO 3& NOT SURE 19

Do you think the U.S. should put more pressure on the South African government to end

its apartheid racial system, less pressure, or about the same amount of pressure as
now? MORE PRESSURE 12 LESS PRESSURE 11 ABOUT THE SAME AS NOW 22
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At present, the federal budget deficit is running at the rate of about 200
billian dollars per year. Please indicate whether you approve or disapprove of
geach of the following ways to reduce the deficit.

APPROVE  DISAPPROVE  NOT SURE

Cut defense spending 49 20 11
Cut domestic spending 39 | 43 18
Raise taxes 25 54 21

In your opinion, which of the following best describes Russia’s primary objec-
tive in world affairs:
3 Russia seeks only to protect itself against the possibility of attack by other

 countries.
39 Russia seeks to compete with the U.S. for more influence in different parts of

the world. .
47 Russia seeks global domination, but not at the expense of starting a major war.
12 Russia seeks global domination & will risk a major war to achieve that domination

if it can’'t be achieved by any other means.

Jonathan Pollard, an American Jew, was recently convicted & sentenced to life
imprisonment for spying for Israel. Do you believe what he did was Jjustifi-
able?

YES 12 NO 52 NOT SURE 34

Do you believe his sentence was too harsh? YES 36 NO 32 NOT SURE 32

MAJOR POLICY QUESTIONS

Do you favar ar oppose . . .
FAVOR OPPOSE SURE

Government aid for parents of school children to help pay for
tuition at private & parochial schools? . 19 75 7

A Constitutional amendment to permit prayer in the public

schools? 18 74 8
Laws which would ban all forms of pornography? 33 33 14
Laws which regulate how pornography may be exhibited? ' b4 23 13
Abolishing the death penalty? 13 74 13

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
Do you favor or oppose giving preference in hiring to each of the following groups?

FAVOR  OPPOSE  NOT SURE

The handicapped 37 33 10
Women - 38 33 12
Blacks 27 38 | &)
Hispanics 25 59 14
Jews 28 39 13
Asians 22 b1 17
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POLITICAL, SOCIAL & RELIGIOUS VIEWS

Do you agree or do you disagree with each of the following statements? -
' AGREE DIS-  NOT

AGREE SURE
One of my problems with liberals is that so many of them have taken
extreme positions on major issues. ' 49 27 25
One of my problems with liberals is that so many of them are hastile to
Israel & other Jewish interests. 34 39 23
One of my problems with conservatives is that I just don’'t feel
they're my kind of people. 31 41 28
One of my problems with conservatives is that so many of them lack
compassion for the paar and oppressed. 435 35 20
It's OK for a city government to put up a manger scene aon government 4
property at Christmas. : 34 36 8
It's OK for a city gaovernment to put up a menorah on government
property during Chanukah. i 37 35 8
Public schools shnyld'alluu student religious groups to hold volun- _
tary meetings in school classrooms, when classes are not in session. st 40 9
It should be against the law for unusual religious cults to try to
canvert teen-agers. X 69 20 1t
Whatever my personal views of homosexuality, I think that homosexu-
als should have the same rights as other people. B3 9 61
Whatever my views of the rights of homosexuals, [ am troubled by the
rise in their visibility,. ) 33 33 13
Robert Bork, whose nomination to the Supreme Court was rejected
last year by the U.S. Senate, got a raw deal. 23 35 | 19
In general [ support the goals and philosophy of such government
programs as welfare. 34 31 1S
Government programs such as welfare have had many bad effects on the
very peaple they're supposed tao help 77 i 13
I support efforts to reduce or eliminate government programs such as
welfare, : 32 a3 13
The U.S. has been too friendly with the South African government 32 33 34
Israel has been too ¥rien&1y with the South African government 20 39 44
In order to be a reliable military sdpplier of Israel, the U.S,
should maintain a strong military capacity. 45 27 29
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AGREE DIS-  NOT

: AGREE SURE
There's been too much bad-mouthing of America by journalists & poli-
ticians. ; 32 30 18
There’s been too much bad-mouthing of Israel by Jjournalists & poli-
ticians. - &7 18 15
Soviet human rights abuses should not abstruct :
progress toward U.S5.-Soviet arms agreeaents. ' S2 29 19
Soviet human rights abuses should not be a
barrier to expanding U.S5.-Soviet trade. _ . 33 43 21
Pres. Reagaﬁ was right when he said that the “contra® rebels in
Nicaragua are "freedom fighters." 22 42 36

. Ant1sem1t15m in America is currently not a serious problem for '

American Jews. _ _ 14 76 10
Virtually all positions of influence in America are open to Jews. 235 43 10
Jewish values, as I understand them, teach me to be politically liberal 44 31 25
Jewish interests, as [ understand them, lead me to be politically .
canservative, 13 . 98 29
I believe in God. - ‘ 81 5 14
I believe that God gave the Tarah to the Jewish people at Mount Sinai .66 i1 23
The Exodus from Egypt & the giving of the Torah to the Jewish people
mean more to me as a Jew than do the Hulucaust & the founding of the .
State aof Israel. _ 14 49 18

ISRAEL & THE MIDDLE EAST
' AGREE DIS-  NOT

AGREE SURE
Caring about Israel is a very important part of my being a Jew 74 13 9
I am sometimes uncomfortable about identifying ayself as a supparter : _
of Israel 13 78 7
I[f Israel were destroyed, I would feel as if I had suffered one of
the greatest personal tragedies in my life &3 21 16
When it comes to the crunch, few nhn-Jews will come to Israel’'s side
in its struggle to survive _ 37 28 13
I am worried the US may stop being a firm ally of Israel 34 33 13
American Jews shquld not publicly criticize the policies of the
government of Israel 32 38 12
Recently there has been too much criticism of the Israeli government
by American Jews. : 41 38 21

[ ]
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Even when [ disagree with the actions of Israel’s gavernment, that
doesn’'t change how close I feel toward Israel.

Israel should be more understanding of Palestinian national
aspirations.

Israel treats its Arabs better than most Arab countries treat their
citizens,

Israel should offer the Arabs territorial compromise in the West
Bank & Gaza in return for credible guarantees of peace.

I1¢ the PLD recognizes Israel & renounces terrur1sm, Israel should be
willing to talk with the PLO.

You can never trust the Arabs to make a real peace with Israel.

Palestinians have a right to a hameland an the West Bank & Gaza, so
long as it does not threaten Israel.

Continued Israeli occupation of the West Bank will erode Israel's
democratic & humanitarian character.

Continued Israeli occupation of the West Bank will erode Israel’'s
Jewish character.

I am often troubled by the palicies of the current Israeli govern-
ment.

Aside from a few regrettable incidents, Israel has used a reasonable

% appropriate level of force in countering recent Arab violence on
the West Bank & Gaza.

Because of the recent violence, I feel less warmly about Israel than
I used to. :

AEREE DIS-
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Israeli law currently recognizes conversions to Judaism overseen by Orthodox, Conserva-
tive and Reform rabbis. Should Israel change its laws so as to recagnize anly those
conversions performed by Orthodox rabbis? YES 7 NO B4 NOT SURE 10

Do you often talk about Israel with friends & relatives? . ;ES
Do you pay special attention to articles about Israel when

you read newspapers or magazines? 75
Da you intend to visit Israel within 3 years? 28
Do you consider yourself a Iiuﬁist? 22

Have you been to Israel? NO 48 ONCE 21 TWICE OR MORE 12

How close do you feel to Israel? VERY CLOSE 27 FAIRLY CLOSE 42
NOT VERY CLOSE 28 NOT SURE 4

3
A

NO

41

21

49

64

NOT SURE
3

23
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Would you be upset if a child of yours married a-. . .

YES NO  NOT SURE

Liberal Democrat 3 g8 9
Caonservative Republican 11 76 13
Hassidic Jew 32 49 19
Nan-Jew 40 47 13
ANTISEMITISM

2 4

In your opinion, what propartion of each af the fallowing groups in the U.S. are anti-
. semitic? Most, many, some or few?

MOST  MANY  SOME FEW NOT SURE

Big business s 28 42 14 9
Unian leaders - 22 42 18 12
Hispanics . B 22 38 13 18
Blacks 4 32 34 10 i1
Democrats { [ 44 32 16
Republicans 3 17 48 16 15
Liberals 1 8 41 34 e 17
Canservatives 4 18 44 18~ 17
Catholics g 29 41 11 10
Mainstream Protestants 7 27 43 11 13
Fundamentalist Protestants 16 34 28 7 13
Is Jesse Jackson anti-Semitic? YES ND NOT SURE
359 10 31
Is Pat Robertson anti-Semitic? YES ND NOT SURE
41 . 13 44

JEWISH BACKGROUND & IDENTITY

How close do you feel to other Jews?
VERY CLOSE FAIRLY CLOSE NOT VERY CLOSE NOT SURE
42 47 9 2

How important would you say religion is in your awn life?
VERY IMPORTANT FAIRLY IMPORTANT NOT VERY IMPORTANT NOT SURE

24 44 ; 30 1
How important would you say being Jewish is in your own life?
VERY IMPORTANT FAIRLY IMPORTANT NOT VERY IMPORTANT NOT SURE
48 37 14 1

Do you believe yaur paolitical views are shaped by your Jewish values, as you understand
them?
YES, TO A GREAT EXTENT YES, TO SOME EXTENT NO NOT SURE
19 _ 47 29 9



Do you believe your political views are shaped by Jewish interests, as you understand
them?
YES, TO A GREAT EXTENT YES, TO SOME EXTENT NO NOT SURE
14 ' 47 33 &

What is the main type of Jewish education you received as a child? (SELECT ONE ONLY)
None 14 Sunday School 21 Hebrew School or other part-time Jewish schoal 3!
Yeshiva or Day School & Private tutoring § Any aother type 4

0f your 3 clnsést friends, haow many are Jewish? (Circle number) 0 { 2 3
: 12 17 26 48

You think of yourself as ,.. ORTHODOX 10 . CONSERVATIVE 31 RECONSTRUCTIONIST 1
REFORM 23  JUST JEWISH 32

How often do you attend religious services?
NEVER i1-4 TIMES A YEAR 5-10 TIMES A YEAR ONCE A MONTH

18 _ 39 - 19 _ 3
2-3 TIMES A MONTH & EVERY WEEK 7 MORE OFTEN
7 9 p -
YES NO

Did you attend a Passover Seder at home or elsewhere this year? ; 79 21
Did you fast Yom Kippur in 19877 _ 39 41
Do you use separate dishes at hame for meat & dairy products? 20 80
Do you belang to a Jewish organization aside from a
synagogue or synagogue-related group now? 43 57

Did you contribute $100 ar more ta the UJA/Federation in the past year? 26 74
Did you light Chanuka candles in (9877 , ot 81 20

Did you have a Christmas tree in 19877 ' 16 84

FAMILY BACKGROUND
Ypur age: 'Mediaﬁ = 48
Your sex: MALE 48 FEMALE 52
(IF MARRIED) Your spouse’s age: Median = 49
How many children do you have? Mean = 2.13
How many do you expect to have all together? Mean = 2,24
Have you ever 5een married? YES 56 NO 44

(IF YES) When were you first married? 1959
(IF EVER MARRIED) MWere you ever divaorced? YES 26 NO 74

ra
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More Jews
mn survey
say bias

1s problem

Study al.éo finds
liberal tradition

By James L. Franklln
Globe Staff = -

A survey of American Jews
shows they belleve anti-Semitism
Is at a historic high, partly be-
cause of factors strongly related to
changes In thelr traditional home
In the Democratic Party.

Yet Jews are much more > liber-
al than other Amerlcans ‘on a
broad rangeal social and religlous
issues and remafr strongly com-
mitled Democrats, according to re-
sults of the survey discussed last

night at a Boston meeting of the |

Natlonal Executlve Council of the

American Jewish Co ee.
mrwm‘alﬂfﬂgﬁm’

Is currently a problem.:@

ercent of the 1,252 Jews Inter-
m?m—m—'——"‘

"It Is the hlghest response we

have ev ; , Te=
-search direclor of Lhe human rela-
tlons agency, told the group's na-
Llonal leadership as they began a
four-day meeting In Boston, The
survey repeated a number of ques-
tlons asked Jews and non-Jews
‘over many years.

Only a guarte; of the Jewish
responden(s agreed that "virtual-
ly all_positions of influence are

open to Jews," said Singer. “That

is the lowest percen lage we've had
Lo that ques

"Cﬁr—n‘r'n'e*ntlng on the survey,
Earl Raab, director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council of
San Francisco, told those at the
meeting that the high levels of

fear showed “foreboding’ among
American Jewi_uﬁﬁﬁiﬁfukgd
to concern ov. an su ort
for Israel.
' en three-quarters of
American Jews say anti-Semitism
Is a serious problem, most know
betler,” Raab said, “but they be-
lleve Ifcan become a serlous prob-
lem Ao the future,” —
The survey, conducted in April
and May. was not Intended to pre-
dict how Jews would vote this fall,

Singer sald. S
but the survey shows tha@l Y,
m_

pere

sclve mpared
with U4 percent \who call them-
selves Kepublicans. Other white

An cans In um_ay.ucy_su:_rc
cqually divided between Republi-

A large proportion of Jews is
upsct at the Influence of Rev. Jes-
Jacks mocratic Par-

Y. and B9 percen Id they be-
lieve Jac sﬁ%lFﬁltl-&—_”meg,

6]

i J [ O T H -,
';.1 P =

Nevertheless{ 2 of
Jews In the spring survey ''sald
they would vote Democratic even
If J e_the vice
presidential candidate,”” said
Sin

Deeply committed

A large majority of Jews re-
main deeply committed to the
Democratic Party, he sald. “There

- Is talk of a sh ight, particu-
( larly among young Jews, but so

far that has not taken place.
“There Is not a shred of hard

ting this fall,” he added.’
Jewish concern about antl-

ost blac 8 aré anti-S

| not_most, blacks are anti-Sem|
‘ldc,” Singer said. The only group

Jews saw as more hostlle were

black anti-Semitlam was the re-
sult of the actions of ''a visible

—+ an ted black which
: Bllﬂﬂﬂwﬂw ;

ships in American soclety.

“In fact; surveys show the
black population is no more hos-
tile to Jews than whites in gener-
al," he sald.

Singer and Raab agreed that
criticism of Israel—pacticularly by

ckson’ inbow Coalltion
movement, con e

strong fears of Ame Jews,
an uate hostility to Israe
| with anti-Semitism,” sald Raab.

* Jews and non~Jews in the sur-
vey differed strongly on church-
state issues and on a cluster of so-
cial Issues.

School prayer .
While _ll_pumnl_nf_mn.-lc

percent of Jews agree, the survey
" showed.

*“There is a tremendous dispar-

ity on religlous displays in public’

Ve e e g e = e

question rmitting a Ch
kah

'l percent

7| dis ptable, compared

wiLlli'37 percent of Jews.

evidence that we are in for a sur- |
prise about how Jews will be vo-

| fundame st Protestants. - '
Raab sald the Jewish locus on

favor a constitutional amendm
to permit _sch r, on

piaces, Singer said. Even on the |

-————-—-—.—1....._..__._______
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BOSTON, Oct. 27 .. The Amén'can' Jewish Committee’s top research expert reported tonight to the
agency’s national governing body that Amencan Jews remain well to the left of the country’s ]JOIIIIICZ!.I

center in a number of key areas,/and are deeply conceLnM@tkSﬁm

Ay

Speaking at the AJC's Annual National Executive Board meeting, which continues in Boston through
Sunday, Dr. David Singer, director of AJC’s Information and Research Services, addressed a special
opening session at the John F. Kennedy Library. All other sessions are being held at the Westin
Copley Place Hotel. Theodore Ellenoff, AJC President, chaired the session.

Dr. Singer based his remarks on an AJC-sponsored study of the political and social attitudes of

American Jews, recently conducted by Steven M. Cohen, professor of sociology at Queens College, CUNY.
e e

The study, based on two simultaneous sﬁrveys - one dealing wit ,252-_3;’;15'5. he other with/I,217 non-
,zews }- was undertaken by Market Facts Inc, a national research corporation, with the quesfionnaires

istributed in April and May 1988.

Dr. Singer reported that the Cohen findings indicated marked differences between Jews and other

whites:

* Among Jews, Democrats outnumbered Republi

per cent -- whereas the number of Democrats and Republicans was about even am ng white Gentiles in -

-

“the sample; ,
—_—— ‘ 5 i . -\
* Among J liberals outnumbered conservatwes/ - 33 per cent versus 21 per cent 7 Whereas
e e .
twice as many white non-Jews saw themselves as conservative than as liberal,@ per cent versus 17 per)
cent;

I, ieanings in m

The Cohen study, Dr. Singer pointed out, found that Jews generally, while motivated by liberal
are also anxious about American anti-Semitism and anti-Israel sentiments.

‘More

problem for

three-quarters, for example, believe that anti-Semitism in America is currently a serious

erican Jews, the highest ﬁgure_ reéorded since AJC surveys first asked the question in

1983

Similarly, the study found that @: quarter_ believe that "virtually all positions of influence in

America are open to Jews," a figure lower than in any of the previous AJC surveys.. In a related area,

a clear majon@%) say thw the US. may stop being a firm ally of Israel," more than in

1986, the last time the question was asked of a representative national sample of American Jews.

S~ Many Jews’ fears of anti-Semitism were found to center on the Rev. Jesse Jackson and on blacks

—_—

- more -
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generally,. 'When asked if they thought Reverend Jackson was antl-Semm(-l % /responded in the
affirmative, and on}_y@%ed. In addition, almost m respondents (46%) said they
believe "many"” American blacks are anti-Semitic.

m?ﬁ_ﬁ found, continued Dr. Smger. that Jews’ lﬂ:erahsm goes beyond their political

self-identification. In social issues, for example:

social issues, for ¢ _ _
* While only minorities of non-Jewish whites and blacks say abortion should be "legal.lfor all
women] as it is n@ﬁl’% twely), the vast majonty of American Jewss (87% )‘avor

——e

keeping abomon legal.

* Jews favor “gay rights", far more than other Americans, wlute or black. " The survey asked,
"whatever my personal views of homosexually, I think that homosexuals should have the same rights as

other people.” While most of the non-Jewish whi (57%) eed, as di@of the blacks, support for

this view was voiced b@f the Jews. - :
* While most non-Jewish whites and blacks favor a ban on "all forms of pornography,” most Jews

oppose such a ban. -

" Jews' liberalism was also found to be very pronounced in thew The vast
majority of non- Jews. but hardly any Jews, favor "a constitutional arpendment to permit prayer in the
pws" 71% of the non-Jewish whltea@of the blacks, and o@of the Jews). i

Dr. Singer identified several factors in the Cohen study that help account for the Jewish ties to

the liberal side of the political spectmm. the most promment among them being parents polmcs, :

education,/and secularism: ;
* Jews are more liberal, partly hecause more of them had liberal parents (and fewer had conserva-
tive parents) than did other Amencans i

* Jews are also more liberal because they have attended colleges and universities far more than

have other Americans. Moreover, higher education has a greater liberalizing impact on Jews than it

does upon others.

* Jews are more liberal because they are so secular. Although deeply attached to other Jews as an
—-—-—_‘—"__'_'_—\————______—

ethnic group, Jews report religious service attendance rates far lower than other Amencan& Generally,

—

the more religious are more conservative.

"Dr. Cohen’s study represents a genuine advance in our understanding of Jewish political and

. e R

social attitudes,” commented Dr. Singer. "First, the study provides a truly refined conceptualization of
—— WE R

Jewish liberalism, telling us where Jews are most liberal and where they are not. Second, the study

begins to tell us with greater insight than ever before the reasons-for Jewish liberalism.”

Speaking at the same session with Dr. Singer was Earl Raab, Director-Emeritus, Jewish Commurlit}'"
Relations Council of San Francisco. - ' _ '

The American Jewish Commitke ‘is this country’s pioneer human relations organization. Founded
in 1906, it combats bigetly, protects the civil and feligiol_lg rights of Jewé here and abroad, and advances

the cause of improved human relations for all people everywhere.
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