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LEONARD C. YAS EE N 
375 PARK :"'VENUE. N EW YORK, N. Y. 10022 

(212) 838 - 2033 

November 14, 1979 

President James E. Car.ter 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

Marc Tanenbaum sent you an Op-Ed article 1 
wrote for the -New York Times concerning 
gasoline conservatiOD. 

1 was pleased that you used eeveral ideas from 
that editorial in one of your recent addresses. 
But my purpose in writing today is to urge that 
you cODsider an ~e~late and total conservation 
program. 

Psychologically, no time could be Bore propi­
tious . Your constituents would like to prove 
their support and exhibit their patriotism in 
tangible aetion . Many of our less disciplined 
citizens are expressing their frustrations in 
picketing, marehing, and Iranian-flag burning. 
Momresponsible people, making. up the bulk of 
this country's voters, would turn to an imposed 
program of energy-saving with enthusiasm . 

Fuel can be saved in a dozen different ways by 
presidential decree . As already indicated,ear 
pooling could be enormously significant result­
ing · in a saving of 500,000 to 1,000,000 barrels 
a day . Iteduc1ng the national s'peed limit to 50 
miles an hour could a'lso provide 1.JD.presslve savings .. 

At the very least, tbe 55-aile speed limit should 
be strictly ·enforced . At 100$ eompliance, it is 
estimated that almost 400,000 barrels of oil a 
day would be saved over levels existing prior to 
the imposition of the 55-Dille speed limit. 
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One of the ways to enforce speed laws would 
be to put gover~ors on every automobile, or 
manufacture automobiles w1th a bUilt-in top 
speed. If these -ideas' are not feasible, 
perhaps aD entirely new set of penalties or 
fines could be imposed if a vehicle exceeds 
maximum speed~. 

Any of the Id~as eXJiressed above would even­
tually meet with full approval. They would 
give drivers a sonse of participation, rally­
ing to the cause, and backing up your adminis­
tration 1n 1ta present energy dilemma. 

More noxious and less appealing are other 
conservation measures such as: gasoline 
rationing, increased taxes at the pump, and 
odd/even days to fill up, etc. 

You surely have already discussed all this w1th 
your advisors. But as a seasoned c.-palmer, 
you certainly know,Mr. Pres1den~ that tlm1ng 
is crucial. Now 1s the t1ae, Americans want 
you to demand sacrifice. 

ReSpectfully, 

Enclosures Leonard C. Yaseen 
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TheGJ1..merican 
Timl! 'je\vish Committee 

In~itute of Human Relations .' 1.65 EaSl 56 Street, New Yof1I:; N.Y. 10022 .. i121751--4000 " Cable Wishcom, N.Y. 
o 

Carol Snipes. Hearings & Oockets 
Conservation & Solar Energy 
Department of Energy o . 
20 flassachussetts Avenue. N. W • . 
Mail Stop 2221C 
fiashington. D.C. 20565 

Dear Ms. Snipes: 

March 28. 1980 

o 
This is in response to your request for . comments on the feasibility 

of closing schools one day a week to . save fuel as part of emergency 
state· standby energy conservation plal)s. 

The American Jewish Conmittee, a 75 year old pioneer human relations 
an.d intergroup relations organ.ization which has been working to promote 
energy conservation and to increase U.S. energy · production is concerned 
with this proposal. If impiemented, it could have an adverse effect 'on 
the quality of education, on·1amily and cO~l~nity life, and on nutrition 
of ·the neediest segment of A!'1erican ~ociety· . . Further, there is no data 
to indicate that savings would really be achieved. 

At a time when America is so much in need of an educated. effective 
and productive citizenry, all agencies of the government should be devot­
ed towards strengthening rather than eroding our national . commitment to 
public education. While a four-day week might be very attractive for 
some, we are sure that .. most teachers are dedicated to their profession, 
really care what happens to their students and view ' this as a dreadful 
interruption of the educational process. The concept of a four-day 
school week, with or without a lengthened schoo.l day, ignores what we 
know about how and under what condition~ children learn, including the 
negative effect of fatigue and of a break in continuity. The problems 
of public education are already well documented. and a four-day wee~ 
would only compound these problems. 

Further. over one/half the mothers of school children work. Who is 
to supervise these 24.3 .million school children on that "day off" from ' 
school? Most of these mothers are either the sole support of their 
families or else contribute substantial amounts to the family income. 
The four-day school week would complicate already difficult child-care 
arrangements and perhaps force mothers to either go on ~Ielfare or leave 
their children unattended . . 
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. Ilith the increase ' inado1,escent delinquency and vandalism at the 
end of the school day. it hardly seems wise to add to the numbers and 
hours that younger and older adolescents are out of school and ro'aming 
the streets • .wi th time on the; r ,hands,. ' 

As for energy savings; it may well be that students anel teachers 
who are'not at school will sit home. burning electric lights all over 
the house, turning on energy-using television and/or stereos instead. 
Or suburban and rural youngsters might well roam the roads instead of 
the streets, in fuel-consuming cars. 

Lastly. we believe there would be a disproportionate effect upon 
poor children for whom the school lunch may be the sale nourishing 
meal of the day. Closed school weans a sorely missed meal for them. 

In sumrr.ary, given the potential for disrupt.io.n ·of education, to 
working parents and to conmunity life. and lacking any evidence that 
there \till be any real , energy savi ngs. ",e urge that you drop thi s 
proposal. 

Carol Stix. Chair 
Education Committee 

CS/BRS:mpm 

" 

Very truly yours. 

Bernice R. Sandler. Chair 
COIrrni ttee on Women 

. • -i ;.: . 
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THE AMERICAN ..PEWISH COMMIT'1J"EE 

<IIate June 25, 1980 

to Area Directors 

I r om Sus i e Schub 

cc : Eugene DuBow 
Phyll i s Shennan 
Mort Varma" 
National Energy Committee 
Chapter Energy Chairpersons 

Bulbl·eel 
IIEnergy Today" - A Publ ic Service Radio Commentary 

The national office rece"tly notified radio stations across the nation 
of "Energy Today," anew bi .-week1y series of 60-second taped commen­
taries available at .no charge from AJC. To date, stations identified 
on the attached list have subscribed to the series. We will let you 
know as more stations indicate their .interest. 

,Chapters and units can take advantage of the available tapes and tran­
'scripts in several ways . . Consider the following : 

1. . Contact area radio stations to prOO1ote the series. (A list 
of, the stations in your area contacted by the national 
office is attached.) 

2. If station managers prefer a local angle, re-tape the commen­
taries yourself, or invite your Energy Committee chairperson 
or chapter chairperson to do so. 

3. Notify TV station managers that the chapter would like to 
air one-clr a series of public service commentaries on energy, 
then recruit a lay leader to make the tapes. 

4. Submit ~he transcripts in revised form as letters to the 
editors ·of area press . 

Transcripts of the first six programs .are attached. We w.i11 forward addi­
tional transcripts as they are prepared. 

Please keep us informed of your progress. 

Best regards. 
~ 

SS/br 
Attachments 
#80-310-39 



• 212/75l-4OOO • Cable W,""",, N.Y. 

"Energy Todayll 
A Public Ser.;"ce Radio Commentary 

"ENERGY TODAY" is a bi-weekly series of 60-second taped 
commentaries offered without charge to radio stations by the 
American Jewish Conmit.tee as part of its contribution to the con­
tinuing discussion of this major issue of the day. 

The American Jewish Committee has long recognized that the 
United States must set as a primary national goal, reduction of our 
dependence on imported energy supplies, with the concurrent develop­
ment of energy self-sufficiency. A sound U.S. energy program 
would be aimed at reducing wasteful energy consumption, increasing 
domestic supplies, and developing alternative sources of energy . 

• • • 

The commentaries are prepared and taped by Phyllis Sherman, 
director of our energy program. Trnascripts of the first six 
programs are herewith attached. They are currently being heard 
on stations in major cities around the country, 

80-900-93 

May 15. 1980 
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"l',otecting Against O~l Supply Cutoffs" 
ENERGY' TODAY': RADIO COMMENTARY-. . 

Phyllis Sherman* of The American Jew.ish COinmittee 

This is "Energy Today." 

If America I 5 oil lifeline to the Persian Gulf we.re cut tomorrow, 

we would have l~ss than a two week supply in our Strategic Oil Reserve. 

To · help protect against such oil cutoffs, Congress in 1975 

called for a reserve of up to one billion barrels of oil," One 

hundred and fifty million barrels were to pe in place by 1978 and 

President Carter said he was "committed" ~o a reserve of SOD million 

barrels by 1980. None of these goals has be,en met. At the rate we 

are going, it will take about 25 years to fill the oil reserve. 

Clearly, this delay poses a danger to our national security. 

But not a single drop of oil is being put into the Reserve because of 

threats from the Arabs to cut production. 

A reserve system is a clear deterrent against use of the 

"oil weapon," and will help prevent further blackmail by the foreign 

oil producing countries. 

Gil prices are rising steadily and the world pi1 supply situation 

is worsening. Fu.rther delay is not in our national interest. 

This is Phyllis Sherman of the American Jewish Committee. 

* Phylli"s Sherman is Director of The American Jewish Committee's 
Energy Program. 

80-900-87 
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"Curbing Energy Waste" 
ENERGY TODAY: RADIO COMMENTARY 

Phyllis Sherman* of The American Jewish Committee 

This is "Energy Today." 

America is facing its most serious . domestic challenge --

the energy- challenge. 

By curbing energy waste, we can help 'cut energy imports, 

protect our nation's security and our jobs. We can start on the 

"home front." We can hold down energy usage and save money. 

Here is a tip for t.oday. 

Be sure to ask your utility for an "energy audit." This will 

show' ~'Ow' you are wasting energy and money in 'your home by poor 

insulat.ion and inefficient heating and COOling. The dollars you 

may have to spend for added insulation wili benefit you in lower 

energy- cos t for years . And, at the same time, we will reduce ever 

growing dependence on high-pr"iced foreign oil . 

When you decide on the energy conservation measures you want 

to install, check your " eligibility for federal " loans and tax credits 

or state energy assistance . "Contact the regional offices of the 

Federal Department of Energy and the Department of. Housing and Urban 

Development, as well as your state energy office. 

• 

We can all do our part. 

This is Phyllis Sherman of the American Jewish Committ"ee . 

Phyllis Sherman is Director of The American Jewish Committee's 
En~rgy Program. 

80-900- 88 
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l'Increasing Our Coal Usage" 
ENERGY TOOAY: RADIO COMMENTARY 

Phyllis Sherman- of The American ·Jewish Committee 

This "is l'Energy Today,ll 

Solving our energy problem 1"S a "number oneil .nationa"' priori.!~; 

yet, coal miners in many parts of this country are out of jobs. 

We don't have to send foreign oil producers over 1Q billion 

dollars each year. We have over 500 years' supply of coal to rne~t 

our energy needs right here in the United States_ 

Despite our vast coal resources, we are not mining coal fast 

enough. Npr do we have a national rail system capable of trans-

porting the coal we presently produce. 

Companies that use oil and gas have been sluggish to convert 

to coal. Industry, with government help, must help this country 

kick the 0;·' habit . The Federal government must improve our rail 

system . 

There have been important technological advances to make coal 

burning cleaner but there are still environmental risks. There 

are also risks in continued "dependence on foreign energy sources. 

Thi sis Phyll; 5 Sherman of the Ameri can J"ewi sh Commi ttee 

* Phyllis Sherman is Director of The American Jewish Committee's 
Energy Program. 

80-900-89 
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"OPEC Is Fueling Our Inflation" 
ENERGY TOOAY: RADIOCOMMENTARY 

Phyllis Sherman* of The American Jewish Committee 

This is "Energy Today." 

Altho~gh the nPEC ministers just agreed to a· smaller 

price increase than many had feared, there is little from 

whith Americans can draw comfort. 

The OPEC strategy of restricting the suPpJy of oil and 

raising its price is causing a worldwide problem of enormous 

magnitude. In 1978 OPEC's price for a ba~re1 of oil was $13. 

Today it is $32 and going up. That is a 144 percent increase 

in a little over one year. 

In 1980 America's energy bill for foreign oil will 

reach 80 billion dollars . The money and jobs 'that we are 

sending abroad have fueled our inflation -- the ever-higher 

prices of nearly everything we buy. 

To protect our "national security, we must take full 

advantage of ~ abundant domestic energy sourc~s. We 

have ~o stop wasting the energy that we have . Until the 

world's oil demand can be brought below the oil supply, OPEC 

will continue to raise prices at its wil1. 

* 

This is Phyllis Sherman of the American Jewish Committee 

Phyllis Sherman is Director of The American Jewish -Crimmittee1s 
Energy Program. 

80-900-90 
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"U.S . Hydro Power Can Help Curb OPEC Power" 
ENERGY TOOAY: RAOIO COMMENTARY 

Phyllis Sherman* of The American Jewish Committee 

This is "Energy Today." 

Fifty years a90 the United States got one-third of its 

electricity from dams but then the U.S . got hooked on cheap 

oil. Many of these ,dams were destroyed or abandoned and hydro­

power today supplies only 15 percent of the nation's energy 

supply, 

A number of states are now surveying their regions for 

their hydro~electric potential. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

tells us that there is enough power from existing U.S. dams, 

which have fallen into disuse, to power 100 cites the size of 

Wash;ngton~ D.C. 

Yet there are formidable objections to such dam restoration. 

They center on fears tha ,t dam~ would silt up our rivers or 

require large reservoirs that destroy land. 

With the nation's needs to maximize its energy resources, 

water power may be one of the answers to OPEC power. Our nation's 

environmental needs must be balanced against this country's 

requirements for energy independence. 

This is Phyllis Sherman of the American Jewish Committee. 

* Phyllis Sherman is Director of The American Jewish Committee's 
Energy Program. 

80-900-92 
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O.ctob.er 29. 1 '980 
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to !\Te.a Oi recton 

from Phyllis She~nan 

"Energy Today" 
AJC Radio Commentary 

Enclosed are four additional 
transcripts which are now being 
aired and may be utilized for 
local programs or letters to the 
editor . 

cc: Chapter Energy Chairpersons 

80-900-130 
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"Saving Energy in Churches and Synagogues" 
. ENERGY TODAY: RADIO COMMENTARY 

Phyllis Sherman of The American Jewish Committee 

This is "Energy Today." 

The widest coalition of religious groups ever to cooperate 

on one common effort in this country have joined forces to 

promote energy conservation . Over 40 religious organizations 

with over 110 mill"ion members are participating . They "are 

united in the belief that we all have a moral responsibility 

to help solve the energy problem . 

On the weekend of October 17th, "Religious Energy Sabbath 

Weekend" was celebrated in churches and synagogues throughout 

the U. S: The weekend initiated a year-long effort in which 

the religious congregations are being asked to commit themselves 

to reducing consumption i~ their houses of worship . Individual 

churches and synagogue mem~ers are being asked to make a 

commitment to conserve energy in their homes and work places . 

The joining together of Protestants, Catholics and Jews 

in this national conservation effort will not only save energy . 

It will also save our religious institutions millions of 

dollars that might better be used to provide human services . 

This is Phyllis Sherman, Director of the American Jewish 

Com.mittee's Energy Information Service . 

80-900-1 26 
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"Troubled Mideast Waters" 
ENERGY TODAY: RADIO COMMENTARY 

Phyl1~s Sherman of The American JewiJh Committee 

Thts is l'Energy Today." 

Once again, we stand by as spectators while war rages 

in the Middle East. The fighting in Iraq and Iran threatens 

to cut off the major sources of oil for the non-communist world 

and carries with it the spark of world conflagration. 

Th'e root causes of instability in the Pe'rsian -Gulf are 

many. The Iraq-Iran war is a" border dispute that goes back 

four centuries. There a~e other politital rivalries in the 

a,rea -- between Syria and Iraq, between South Yemen and 

Saudi Arabia -- to cite only a few . These conflicts will 

continue to play ha~oc with world a;'' supplies, with weste~n 

economies, and international stability. 

The assumption by some policy makers . that accommodati~n 

to Arab demands vis a vis Israel will insure steady oil supplies 

at reasonable pric~s should pe laid to rest once and for al "l. 

As 10n9as 40 percent of our oil must travel through 

turbulent Mideast waters, the U.S. will find itself vulnerable 

to supply disruption, economic instability, and political 

blackmail. 

This is Phyllis Sherman, Director of the American Jewish 

Committee's Energy Information Service. 

80-900-127 
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"The Real Cos't of Oil Dependente " 
ENERGY TODAY: RADIO COMMENTARY 

Phyllis Sherman of The American Jewish Committee 

This is . I'Energy Today." 

A number of us have been saying for some time that the 

u.S. must reduce its dependence on Mideast oil or we in this 

country will face a reduced standard of living, at best, 

and at worst, will have to defend our oil interests abroad. 

As the Iraq-Iran war demonstrates, that time may be coming 

even sooner than we thought. 

The real cost of our dependence on Mideast oil can be 

measured right now in the billions of dollars .flowini to 

foreign countr~es that are impoverishing our economy and 

threatening the national security. 

And yet in a national poll taken just before the Iraq-Iran 

war, only 3 percent listed energy as the most important problem 

facing the nation. That was down from 11 percent last February 

and from 31 percent in June 1979 when we all faced long gasoline 

lines. 

The war may again awaken some Americans to the real cost 

of oil dependence. But we can't . afford to wait much longer 

to make the necessary hard U.S. energy policy decisions. If 

we do, others who may not have America's interest in mind 

will make our decisions for us. 

This is Phyllis Sherman, Director of the American Jewish 

Committee's Energy Information Service. 

80-900-128 
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"Enersy and Social Issues~ 
ENERGY T DAy: RAolO COMMENTARY 

Ph~lli~ Sherman of T~e American" Jewish Committee 

This is "Energy Today.11 

One of the largest retiree organizat~ons has urged that 

older Americans be used as human resources in a massive 

national effort to conserve energy. Many able-bodied and 

skilled older Americans would welcome the opportunity to 

serve our nation as energy con~ervation volunteers. They 

could conduct home energy "audits and weatherization programs. 

Such work could also provide jobs for the unemployed, par­

ticularly youth unemployed. 

While the elderly and poor consume less energy, they 

spend a higher proportion of their total income on heat and 

fuel. High ene~gy costs also have an adverse e~fect on the 

delivery of social services to the needy. 

Government and the private sector working together can find 

creative ways to US~ wasted manpower to help solve the e~er9Y 

crisis and can see to it that the elderly and poor do not 

bear a special burden because of high OPEC oil prices. 

This is Phy11is Sherman, Director of the American Jewish 

Committee's Energy Information Service. 

80-900-129 



THE: WHITE: HOUSE: 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Friend: 

"In connection with the President's signing of the Energy 
Security Act (5. 932) on June 30, 1980, I thought you 
would be interested in the enclosed material which sum­
marizes the nation's energy accomplishments to date. 

The President described S. 932 as follows: 

In sum, the Energy Security Act will launch 
this decade with the greatest outpouring 
of capital investment, technology, manpower 
and resources since the space program. Its 
scope, in fact, is so great that it will 
dwarf the combined efforts extended to put 
Americans on the moon and to build the entire 
interstate highway system of our country. 

As the enclosed materials describe in further detail, 
this historic program is the culmination of a series 
of actions beginning with the Natural Gas Policy Act 
in 1978 and including the agreements reached at the 
recent Economic Summit in Venice, Italy. It calls 
on every American resource and will make the 1980s 
a time of great American achievement. 

We greatly appreciate your interest and involvement 
in the development of the national energy policy. 
I hope that you will not hesitate to let us know 
if you have any questions or desire any further 
information. 

Sincerely, 

/ \ 

~Lv~ 
Anne Wexler 
Assistant to the President 



NATIONAL ENERGY POLICY 

BACKGROUND REPORT 
BY 

O~FICE OF MEDIA LIAISON 
THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS OFFICE 

July I, 1980 

A NATIONAL POLICY IN PLACE 

"Now, [or the first time in our nation 's history. 
we will have a national energy program to put US 

on the road to energy security. It's more ambitious 
than the space program, the Marshall plan, and the 
interstate highway system combined . .. 

-Pre5ident Carter. Speech in Columbus. Ohio. 
5129/ 80 

On June 30, President Carter signed ioro law 
legislation which establishes the Synthetic Fuels 
Corporation. . 

This law, proposed by President Carter. virtually 
completes the framework jor a national energy 
policy. This is the first time the United States has 
ever had a national energy policy. It is the result of 
more than three years work by the Caner Adminis­
tration and the Congress. Passage by the Congress 
of legislation establishing the Energy Mobilization 
Board will complete the framework. The proposal 
is currently pending in the present session of 
Congress. 

This progress means the nation will have the 
guidelines and specific laws and policies that are 
needed to meet the difficult energy challenges of 
the 1980s and to achieve energy security . 

• 

HOW FAR WE HAD TO COME 
A BRIEF REVIEW 

···More than three years ago, in April 0/ 1977, 1 
spoke to · the American peop/~ in a s04called 
'fireside chat' and made an address to the joint ses­
sion 0/ the Congress, and referred to the energy 
crisis as the moral equivalent oj war. It was dis­
counted in much 0/ the press, ridiculed by some. I 
was accused 0/ exaggerating th~ problem. But as a 
matter 0/ face. instead 0/ having world demand 
and world supply 0/ el1ergy meet in 1985. or so, it 
actually occurred in 1979, five or six years earlier 
than even I had anticipated . .. 

-President Carter. Remarks to community 
leaders. 5127/ 80 

. When President Carter took office in January of 
1977. this was the situation, in broad tenns: 

-The . United States was importing nearly 50070 
of its oil, with most of these imports controlled by 
the Organiiation of Petroleum Exporting Coun­
tries (OPEC). 

-Billions of American dollars went to foreign 
countries to pay for imported oil. This drain of 
American dollars adversely affected our balance of 
payinent5, has helped to fuel ,inflation. and been a 
factor in causing unemploymem. 

This Background Report is intended to provide in/ormation t6 assist you in, in/arming the public. Please direct 
inquiries to Patricia Bario or James Purks. 162 Old Executive Office Building, Washington, D. C. 20500 
(202) 456-6623 or 2947. . 
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-The only energy "policy" this nation had was 
the continued subsidies for oil and gas. This meant 
the American consumer was paying less for energy 
products than his/ her counterpart anywhere in the 
Western world. and in many cases half as much. 

This' 'policy" tended to hinder competition, and 
efficient production. It was due to a continuation 
of a policy that had been set during a time-now 
past-when our energy prices were low and when 
most of the energy used in this country was pro­
duced in this country. Subsidies meant that 
Americans were not paying the true COStS of 
energy. As a result, they used-and wasted-it as if 
it were cheap. 

-OPEC began sharp price increases, with the 
United States and its allies and Third World 
nations, having no say-so, or control over these 
decisions, yet being. increasingly dependent on the 
oil supplied by the foreign cartel. 

-The United 'States not only did not have a 
national energy policy, it had no specific proposals 
to establish one. 

-On the federal government level, at least eight 
major government agencies and a score of smaller 
agencies all made energy policy-independently of 
one another. Confusion was the rule. 

-There were few specific plans dealing with the 
development of alternative sources of energy, such 
as solar, synthetic fuels, coal. 

There was no gasoline rationing plan the nation 
could reson to "if a severe energy shortage occurred. 

The public had no specific guidelines on how to 
go about achieving individual energy conservation. 

WHAT HAS BEE1'l DONE 

"Forrunatefy. now, after three years, toO fong a 
deloy, we have nearly completed our nalion 's /irsl 
energy policy: to build a solid energy base for the 
years and decades to come. There are only two 
ways (0 cut down oil imports. One is to conserve 
what we have, to eliminate Waste; and the other is 
to produce more energy in our own country. There 
are no other ways . .. 

-President Carter. Speech to U,S. Conference 
of Mayors. 6110/ 80 

President Carter spoke those words a few days 
before passage of the Synthetic Fuels Corporation 
legislation virtually rounded off the' .major 
framework for America' s first-ever national energy 
policy. Another key step ' will be passage of the 

Energy Mobilization Board legislation. 

Now in place are laws and policies which, taken 
together, give this nation direction in such 
previously troublesome areas as organization. 
development of alternative fuels, incentives for in­
dividual and corpOrate energy conservation. coal 
development and usage. oil industry profits, and 
gasoline rationing. 

Here are some of the basic ingredients of the na­
tional energy policy which has evolved .~i~~e 1977. 

(1) Organization 

The President proposed and successfully won 
Congressional approval of a proposal which 
established the Department of Energy. 

Result: For the first time. the American public 
had a single agency to look to for accountability 
and responsibility for energy-related matters. The 
new department meant that one agency with cen­
tralized authority had taken the place of eight 
major agencies and several mher smaller ones 
which previously dealt with energy matters and 
operated totally independent of one another. 

(2) Natural gas 

The battle over natural gas pricing had been one 
of the most divisive issues in this nation since. the 
civil rights mpvement in the 1960s. Gas 'was not 
always available to citizens who lived outside of 
gas-producing states. 

Under President Caner's leadership, Congress 
adopted the National Energy Act, which provided 
for the decontrol of natural gas, and later the 
Natural Gas Policy Act of 1978. 

Resulls: Natural gas is now more readily 
available to all citizens, whether or not they reside 
in gas-producing states. We no longer have the 
dual system of national and intra-state markets. 
The nation has established a single countrywide 
market and set a course toward gradual decontrol 
of gas prices in 1985. 

(3) Decontrol of crude oil 

The President provided that price controls on 'all 
domestically produced crude oil will be phased OUt 

by September 30,1981, bringing prices to the true 
v~lue of the oil. Decontrol began June .1, 1979. 

Result: Incentives have now been provided for 
increased energy conservation. This major reform 
also is expected to result in additional domestic 
production of more than 800,OC>O barrels of oil per 
day by 1985. 



(4) Windfall profits tax 

An important element in the national energy 
policy is implementation of the windfall profits tax 
proposed by President Caner. It was approved by 
Congress, despite very intense lobbying against it 
by the oil interests. 

The windfall profits tax is a tax on the unearned 
profits-or windfall-that the oil industry will 
realize from the decontrol of crude oil prices. It has 
been the President's opinion that the oil industry 
should share in the national energy policy effon. 
His proposal. now law, would provide for a tax on 
the unearned profits, yet leave the industry billions 
of dollars after taxes to invest in domestic produc­
tion. 

The windfall profits tax has opened up several 
avenues that fit into an overall national energy 
policy. For example: 

-Even though it does tax windfall profits, it 
leaves the oil industry a total of more than $91 
billion over what they would have without decon­
trol for domestic oil exploration and production. 

-Net revenues of $227.3 billion from the wind­
fall profits tax will be earmarked for three basic 
purposes, all related to our energy needs: 

(a) Assistance to low-income bouseholds. Aid 
would be provided to those low-income households 
which are hardest hit by energy price increases. 
This would continue a program enacted last year. 

(b) Mass transit. Our investment in public 
transportation systems will more than triple. This 
will include upgrading of bus and subway systems. 
new bus purchases, and improved traffic manage­
ment and auto fuel efficiency. 

(c) A massive new investment in alternatives 
10 imported oil. This program will include a Solar 
Energy and Energy Conservation Bank to subsidize 
interest rates on loans for investments in residential 
conservation and solar systems. It also includes 
incentives to promote the use of gasohol and 
establishment of the Synthetic Fuels Corporation 
to assist American business in developing new 
plants to conven coal and other resources into 
more usable liquid and gaseous fuels. 

The exact allocation of funds under the windfall 
profits tax to these three purposes is to be set by 
law. 

Results: Increased funds are to be available to 
seek alternative sources of energy and to conserve 
our energy, thus moving us further along towards 
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energy security. Increased domestic production is 
anticipated. Total domestic energy production 
increased 4.8O'J0 from 1976 to 1979, and larger in­
creases are anticipated in the 1980s under the wind­
fall profits tax incentive. Exploratory activities 
have expanded to the highest level in 25 years with 
the moves toward free-market pricing of oil and 
gas. Rotary rigs in operation, for example, in­
creased from 1,656 monthly average in 1976. to 
2,614 monthly average for the first three months of 
1980. 

In addition. we have discontinued the practice of 
subsidizing foreign production and, at the same 
time, encouraged conservation. 

Revenues from the tax promise to create an 
entire new industry-the synthetic fuels industry. 

(5) Synthetic Fuels Corporation (SFC) 

The goal of this corporation, now signed into 
law by President Carter, is to provide incentives to 
the private sector [Q produce 500,000 million bar- . 
rels per day by 1987 of substitutes for foreign oil 
and 2 million by 1992. The key is development of 
synthetic fuels. 

Results: The corporation will act as a banker to 
provide financial incentives in the form of loan 
guarantees for up to 75rrJo of estimated costs for 
projects that have reached the commercial stage. 
Congress has authorized the first $20 billion of an 
$88 billion total for financial assistance to the syn­
thetic fuel industry to develop various technologies. 

The Synthetic Fuel Corporation will share the 
risk of synthetic fuel projects with the private sec· 
tor through loan guarantees. price guarantees, 
direct loans, joint ventures, and direct SFC owner· 
ship in a limited number of cases. 

This means that private enterprise has the 
backing and support it needs to launch into pro~ 
duction of new energy sources, thus taking another 
step towards achievement of this nation'S energy 
security. 

(6) Energy Mobilization Board (EMB) 

The EMB is modeled on the War Production 
Board of World War II. 

Its central purpose is to designate as priority 
energy projects critical. non-nuclear energy 
facilities and. for each of them. to convert dif­
ferent, sometimes disconnected proceedings and 
requirements on the local, state and federal levels 
into a single, coordinated decision process. 
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Results: Once underway, this board is expected 
to cut through the red tape and bureaucratic 
obstacles-but without altering substantive 
federal, state or local standards-that often have 
delayed yes or nO decisions on energy facilities 
being considered for siting and construction. 

(7) Energy Conservation 

President Carter considers energy conservation 
on a national level-with individual Americans 
participating-to be the cornerstone of America's 
effort to achieve energy security. 

He has proposed, and implemented, several 
energy conservation measures on [he federal 
government levet and the government has launched 
a massive outreach program to advise citizens of 
the many ways they can conserve energy. This has 
been coupled with a similar outreach program to 
private industry, promoting energy conservat ion. 
In addition. the President has taken steps to en­
courage government at all levels-federal. state 
and local-to conserve energy. 

Tax incentives to conserve energy, such as lax 
credits for weatherization efforts in private homes, 
have been implemented. 

Examples of conservation efforts include: 

-The Emergency Building Temperature Restric­
tion Program, which requires that thermostats in 
public buildings be set no lower than 78 degrees 
Fahrenheit for cooling and no higher than 65 
degrees Fahrenheit for heating. Estimates are the 
program will save from 200,000 to 400,000 barrels 
of oil daily. 

-The Department of Energy demonstrated a 
heating-cooling system called the Annual Cycle 
Energy System. In its first year of operation, a 
model house outside Knoxville used only half as 
much fuel as a control house next door. 

(8) Solar Energy 

President Carter announced last year a national 
solar energy plan which, if fully underway, would 
assure that by the year 2000, one-fifth of our 
energy needs-or 20OJo-would be met with solar 
and renewable resources. 

He committed the federal government to work­
ing towards the 20070 goal. The President has called 
upon the Congress to approve additional tax 
credits which would further encourage private 
homeowners, agricultural and industry. sectors, to 
invest in solar systems. 

The President proposed the establishment of a 
National Solar Bank as a government co rporation 
to provide a major impetus to solar technologies by 
increasing the availability of financing for solar in­
vestmentS in residential and commercial buiidings. 
The legislation providing for the Synthetic Fuels 
Corporation establishes the Solar Energy and 
Energy Conservation Bank, to p~ovide direct 
federal subsidies for residential and _commercial 
investments in energy conservation and renewable 
energy resources. 

In three years, President Caner h.o;ls tripled the 
federal budget funds earmarked for -solar energy. 

Resulls: Solar energy was being used in 100.000 
to 120,000 homes by the end of 1979, compared to 
only 10.000 in 1977. Continued growth is antici­
pated and it is expected that President Carter's goal 
of 2.5 million solar homes by 1985 can be met. 

The National Solar Heating and Cooling Infor­
marion Center has responded to more than a half 
million inquiries and distributed about 15 million 
documents nationwide since its establishmen~ in 
1976, indicating increased interest in so lar energy .. 

A Solar Energy Research Institute has 'been 
established, and the Department of Energy has 
initiated a program to train 11,000 solar equipment 
installers each year. 

(9) Coal 

The Caner Administration has given a major 
impetus to the increased use of coal in the 1980s. 

The President has submitted to the Congress a 
multibillion-dollar plan to help electric · utilities 
bum coal instead of oil. The objective is displace­
ment of a milli on barrels of o il per day by 1990. 
Under the plan, 107 coal-capable plants would be 
convened from o il or gas, and later non-coal­
capable plants would be replaced with coal-fired 
installations. 

Results: There has been an increase in coal pro­
duction. Coal production in the United States has 
increased from 685 million short tons in 1976 to 
776 million shon tons in 1979. 

Clean. improved methods of burning coal are 
being developed through research and develop­
ment. In November of 1979, an Atmospheric 
Fluidized Bed was put into operation at 
Georgetown University in Washington. D.C. The 
clean-burning process is the main source of steam 
for the campus heating and cooling system. The 
Department of Energy has .issued invitations to 
contractors to submit proposals to design and build 
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large-scale fluidized bed boilers to pave the way for 
widespread application of the process. 

The Department of Energy is pursuing ways to 
use coal in liquid form and there are three major 
variations of coal liquefaction technology now 
undergoing large-scale development. They az:e the 
Exxon Donor Solvent process , the H-Coal process, 
and the Solvent Refined Coal process. 

(10) Gasoline Rationing 

Unless Congress disapproves by a joint resolu­
tion, the United States by mid-]!,!,Iy will have in 
r~adjness a slijJldby plan to ration gasoline. only to 
be implemented if a 20070 shortf<i11 in petroleum 
sl:lpplies exists or is likely to exist for at least 30 
days. The plan was submitted under requirements 
of the Emergency Energy Conserv;ition Act 
(EeCA) of 1979. Prior to this, the nation did not 
have a standby plan in case of emergencies. 

(IWGas<lhol 

The President has 'proposed a program which 
would accelerate America's production and use of 
gasohol. committing the Administration to pro· 
.... iding between S8.5 billion and S12.8 billion in 
assistance to stimulate production of alcohol fuels 
oyer the cOl'Jl.ing decade. 

Th~ Department of Energy has established pro­
grams to produce 500 million gallons of alcohol 
fuels during 1.981. If this amount of alcohol were 
blended to make gasohol, gasohol would then ac· 
counl for almost 10070 of anticipated 1981 demand 
for unleaded g<l$oline. 

(12) Nuclear safety 

By acting on the recommendations of the special 
commission which investigated the accident at 
Three Mile Island, the Caner Administration 
moved to funher strengthen [he emphasis on 
nuclear safety at plants. Other steps taken included 
recommending a reorganization of the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission to strengthen the role of 
its chairman-especially in times of emergency­
and (he placing of resident inspector:s . a~ _ every 
reactor' site and to upgrade. the training and evalua· 
lion programs for reactor operators. 

(13) Other ingredients 

There are other aspects of what together 
represents a national energy policy, with a sense of 
direction that was non·existent prior to 1977. For 
examp.!~, a strategic petroleum reserve has been 

established in Louisiana and 91 .2 million barrels o f 
oil stored as of June. 1980. The Administration has 
exempted heavy crude oil production from domes­
tic . crude oil price con1rols-a step expected to 
increase domestic oil production by 500,000 barrels 
per day by 1990. 

SOME OVERALL RESULTS 

"We have clarified issues which have never been 
adequately debated be/ore. We have a much 
clearer concept now 0/ the problem and of the 
possible solutions to that problem. Our no/ion is 
highly educated compared to what it was twO or 
three years ago concerning the problems relaling to 
energy and the special blessings which our country 
has in our energy reserves. t' 

-President Carter. Remarks at energy briefing. 
4/ 29/ 80 

As the national energy policy-covering the 
many facets of a complex challenge- has evolved. 
signs of progress on a national scale have begun to 
appear. indicating a commitment by all levels of 
government, the private sector. and individu~ 
citizens to work together to achieve America's 
energy security. 

Here are examples of significant trends: 

(I) The nation' s annual rate of growth in energy 
demand h·!lS been reduced from 5.4070 in 1976 to 
0.05"1. in 1979. 

(2) Overall efficiency in th.e use of energy bas 
improved from 58,000 BTUs per Gross National 
Product dollar in 1976 to 54,000 BTUs per Gross 
National Product dollar in 1979. 

(3) The U.S. energy coefficient, which is the 
ratio of growth rates for energy consumption and 
Gross National Product. dropped from 0 .09 in 
1976 to 0.024 in 1979. 

(4) Gasoline consumption nationwide has ,been 
reduced 8.5070 from 1979 to mid·1980. 

(5) Oil imports are on the downtrend. They rose 
from 7.3 million barrels per day in 1976 to 8.8 

·million barrels per day in 1977. They now have 
dropped to 8.3 million barrels per day in 1979 and 
were running at 7.2 million through May 1980. 

(6) Total domestic energy production increased 
4.80/0 from 1976w 1979, from 60 quadrillion BTUs 
in 1976, to 62.9 quadrillion in 1979. 
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THE PRESIDENT : I had to take a minute to speak to 
my heroes. Senator Scoop Jackson who's ~epresenting Bob Byrc - ­
Bob is on the floor now on one of the important Appropriations 
bills - - Majority Leader Jim Wright in the House, other members of 
Congress and distinguished Americans who are here because yell are 
deeply concerned about the energy security. of our country: 

This is a p r oud day for America. The keystone of 
a National Energy Pollcy is finally being put into ?lace. 

OUr. intolerable dependence on foreign oil threatens 
our economic security and also threatens our national security, 
and America ' s energy security is the key to both because all three 
of t~ose -- economic, national and energy - - are links in the same 
chain of American security. 

From the very moment of assuming office, ,r've maintained 
that the energy problem is a clear and present danger to our lives 
and to our livelihood -- both as individuals and also as a nation . 

Just as foreign oil drives our cars, so foreign high 
prices. of oil drives ,America's inflation, ar-a ...... ith that inflation 
comes .unemployment and also declining procuctiv~ty in this coun;ry 
ana scarcity and poverty, economic depriv~tion even approach~ng 
c!"\aos among the less developed countries of the . ...... orld .. 

These are the hard facts and it's been very difficult 
for Americans to face these f~cts, but during the last 12 months, 
Americans in all ...... alks of life and at all levels of government have 
shown our determination that this country will produce more, discover 
more, create more and conserve more energy and that · ... e will use 
Amer.i can knowledge and American resources and American labor to do 
it. 

Passage of the Energy Security Act is the highlight 
of our efforts to develop and implement a comprehensive National 
Energy Policy -~ a policy that meets our energy problems; a policy 
that sets out a program for Americans to follow in the future; a 
policy that gives us ...... eaoons to ...... age and to win the energy war. 

Our legislative and executive accomplishments already 
are unprecedented in this area and our joint effort is already 
producing impressive results. T!"!is has not been an easy achievement, 
~'.:.': I'd li:-.-= to outli~e fo~ you very briefly wilat Americans have 
already done to make me so proud . 

-"10RE 
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We've cut imports since 1977 by more than one and a half 
million barrels of oil per day. Prior to that time, there had been 
a steady upward trend in the amount of oil from overseas that we 
were buying. So far this year, imports are down 12 . 9 percent below 
what they were the same months of 1979 . 

Gasoline consumption is down 8 percent and total oil 
consumption has dropped mare than 9 percent. 

We've reversed the decline in domestic crude oil 
production and we're mining more American coal, our most abundan t 
natural resource. Coal is being produced now at more than 16 percent 
higher than it was the same period a year ago. 

This new Energy Security Act will help the American 
people to conserve more energy than I ' ve already outlined and will 
help industry of all kinds in the energy field to produce more 
enerqy than ' they a r e today. 

MORE 
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This legislation will also help to create more than 
70,000 new jobs a year to design, to build, 'to operate and to 
supply resources for synthetic fuels plants and for production of 
alcohol and ather biomass fuels. Thousands of ather jabs will be 
created in the conservation field and in the production of solar 
energy, 'and indirect 'employment,not included in these figures, 
will be generated by all these efforts. 

This bill establishes a corporation to encourage 
production of 2 million barrels a day of synthetic fuels QY the 
year 1992, by converting coal to synthetic oil and g~s and by 
extracting oil from shale and from tar sands',and by other means. 

The Solar Energy and the Energy conservation Bank 
will provide over 3 billion dollars in direct subsidies to homes and 
to industries to conserve energy and to use renewable supplies of 
energy, I:)elping us to reach ,our goal of deriving 20 percent of all the 
energy we use by the end of this century directly from the sun. 

This act will also provide over Sl billion to help 
produce biomass energy, such as gasohol. This year alone, 1980, 
we will quadruple our capacity to produce gasohol. 

The act also recognizes that energy and environmental 
problems are closely interrelated, both very serious problems. Onder 
the provisions of this act we will complete a comprehensive study 
of the ~oblem of acid rain and the oth.er impacts of fossil fuel 
consumption on our environment, our economy and on our society. 

In sum, the Energy Security Act will launc~ this 
decade with the greatest outpouring of capital investment, technology, 
manpowe r and resources since the space program. Its scope, in 
fact, is so great that it will dwarf the combined efforts extended 
to put Americans an the moon and to built the entire Interstate 
Highway System of our country. 

This tremendous commitment will make the 1980s a time 
of national resolve and also a brave and exciting achievement. 

In the past when we switched from 'wood to coal, there 
was a great amount of 'fear and trepidation, And then when we 
switched fro'm coal to. ail there was also uncertainty about the 
futuJ:;e. But those changes, as we well know, brought only better 
things to Americans; a better lifestyle, more leisure time, more 
essentials like electricity and heat. Now, · as we switch from 
foreign oil to American fuels, again we stand only to gain for 
our economy, our security, and our confidence. 

Our accomplishments are historic, but our work is nat 
yet complete, Last year the Energy Mobilization Board was recommitted 
to ~onference; a serious disappointment and a major setback. I urge 
the leaders of the Congress to reconvene the ~nergy mobilization 
~ard conference c?mmittee to produce an effective b0ard which will 
expedite the process of project approval and which respects 
environmental protection as well. Utility oil backout legislation, 
which will let us replace the consumption of ail in natural gas and 
utility plants with more plentiful supplies of energy like coal, should 
be passed also without delay. Only the last few days, the Senate had 
a major victory in the passage of this important legislation. 

I would like to point out that the fight for energy 
security is nat a partisan fight. I ask the Members of bath parties 
to complete our energy agenda in the same spirit of cooperation that 
has brought us the success which we are celebrating today. 

The battle f or America's energy security has been 
j<':'ined . . There wi ll be no retreat. We must recognize our energy 

MORE 
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problem for what it truly is, our nation's greatest opportunity in 
.I 1 i!eti:::",. 

We are the same Americans who just 10 years ago put a 
~an on the moon. We're the generation that dedicated our society 
to change, social change, to provide equality of OP?Ortunity a"nd 
eGuality under the law for all Americans, and to end generations 
of discrimination, to provide huoan rights and justice . we have the 
knowledge, the wisdom and the skill der.ived from more than two 
centuries of overcoming obstacles. We have the wi ll and the power 
of a matur e nation and we have the vision and the determination of 
a young people. 

In just a few days' we will celebrate the bir~~d~Y of 
our declaration of political independence. I can think of no more · 
fittinq birthday present than th.is ~claration of enerqy 'security or ' 
energy independence, which I'm very proud to sign now witn all of 
you present today. Tnank you very much. It's a qreat day for 
America. 

(Applause. ) 

... .,. 



June 30, 1980 

Achiev ements of the Economic Summit 

~~ Venice, President Carter and leaders from the UK, France, 
G·~·pl1:any, ~apan, Italy, Canada, and the Eurqpeal) Economic Commission 
agreed to meet head on the economic challenges facing the· world 
in the 1980'.8, in particular, the problems of inflation and 
energy. ! They expressed confidence in the ability of democratic 
societies to respond to these challenges, recognizing that there 
are no quick, easy solutions and that sustained efforts will be 
necessary to achieve a better future. They said that the key to 
success will be to achieve and maintain a balance between energy 
supply and demand at reasonable levels and tolerable prices. 

Enerqro Summit participants emphasized the need to break the 
ex~st~ng link between .economic growth and oil consumption . This 
will require oil conservation and substantially increased product~on 
and use of alternate energy sources with maximum reliance on the 
price mechanism. To this end, they agreed to : 

-- Take specific steps to conserve 9il through th~ conversion 
of oil-fueled generating capacity to other fuels; to accelerate 
the substitution of oil in industry; to encourage oil~saving 
investment in residential and commercial buildings; and to 
introduce increasingly fuel ef.ficient vehicles. 

-- Endorse the recent decisions of the International Energy 
Agency and other multilateral bodies regarding the need for long 
term structural changes to reduce oil consumption, the possible 
use of oil ceilings to deal with tight market conditions, and the 
coordination of stock policie~ to mitigate the effects of market 
disruption. 

-- Rely on fuels other than oil to meet the energy needs 
critical to future economic growth. With early, resolute action 
they estimated that the supply and use of alternate energy sources 
over the next ten years could increase by the equivalent of 
+5-20 million barrels per day of oil. To achieve that goal, the 
Summit countries will : 

o Double coal production and use by early 1990 . 

o Encourage. long-term conunitments by ·coal producers and 
consumers and improve necessary infrastructure in both exporting 
and importing countries to facilitate increased coal trade . 

o Expand nuclear generating capacity, mindful of the need to 
ensure public health and safety, refine methods to deal with 
spent fuels and n·uclear waste, and minimize the risk of nuclear 
proliferation. 



2 

Implementation of this comprehensive energy 'strategy will enable 
Summit countries by the 1990's to: (a) reduce the ratio between 
increases in collective energy consumption and economic growth to 
about 0.6 (from the 0.8 target set ~t the 1978 Bonn Summit); and 
(b) reduce the share of oil i~ total energy demand from 53% to 
about 40% by 1990. 

~nflation. The Summit leaders further agreed that the need to 
combat inflation is our inunediate top priority. Fiscal and 
monetary restraint will be necessary to break inflationary 
expectations. International coordination is essential to· carry 
Ql1;t this policy and simultaneously protect against the threat cjf 
g~owing, unemployment and worldwide recession. They undertook 
commitments to encourage investment a.nd innovation, increase 
productivity·, and to foster the movement of resources to expanding 
sectors in their economies. 

DevelOping Countries. The president and the other leaders 
expressed deep concern about the impact of oil price increases on 
oil-importing, developing countries. They called for a major 
international effort to help these countries increase domestic 
energy production and asked the World Bank to consider establishing 
a new affiliate to improve and increase energy-related assistance 
progr~s. They also agreed to join in efforts with developing countries 
and international agencies to increase food production and reduce 
costly dependency on food imports . They will also support and " 
supplement initiatives to improve grain handling and food storage 
facilities in those countries. The Summit countries stressed 
th~t oil-exporting and industrialized Communist countries should 
share equi~bly the responsibility for aid and other contributions 
fo developing countries. 

Tr~de • . The Sununit " participants will continue to resist protectionist 
pressures and will implement early and effectively agreements 
concluded during the Multilateral Trade Negotiations. They 
acknowledged the need to end harmful export credit competition 
among themselves and to work in the UN on an agreement to 
pr~hibit illicit payments to foreign government officials. 

Monetary Af"fairs. The Summit leaders reaffirmed their commitment 
to exchange market stability and" pledged to continue close cooperation 
to avoid disorderly exchange rate fluctuations. They emphasized 
that the situation created by large oil-generated import bills 
will require determined efforts by all countries to promote 
external adjustment to the resulting imbalances and the improvement 
of existing mechanisms for balance of payments financing. They 
called upon institutions, especially the International Monetary 
Fu"nd, and oil-exporting countries to supplement priva:te lending. 
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ENERGY PROGRAMS ANO ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

I. ENERGY LEGISLATI ON 

In 19 78, t he United States enacted f ive strong measures proposed 
by Pres ident Cart.er to reduce U.S. dependence on imported oil: 

··-The Natural Gas policy Act, which will deregulate prices 
of new natural gas by 1985 and which provides Substantial 
new incentives for natura:l gas exploration and development. 

--The National Energy Conservation Policy Act, which provides 
grants and other incentlves for conservatl0n in schools, hos­
pitals, residences, major home appliances, and automobiles. 

--The Powerolant and Industrial Fuel Act, which prohibits use 
of oil ~n new powerplants and ~ndustr~al boilers, and pro­
vides authority .to require the use of coal in existing 
coal-capab~e powerplants which now burn oil . 

--The Public :Utilit Re ulator Policies Act, which encourages 
changes ~n , state regu atory programs to oster greater utility 
efficiency and conservation. . 

--The Enersy Tax Act, which established the nation's first 
tax incentives for residential conservation,. use of renewable 
resources in residential :and industrial faci"lities, and 
purchase of fuel-efficient automobiles. . 

Since 1978, the United States ha~ acted vigorously to cut U.S. 
oil imports in half by 1990 thrQugh decontrol of domestic crude 
oil prices, oil import commitments, passage of the Windfall Profits 
Tax, and legislation providing billions of dollars in investments 
in conservation and the development of synthetic fuels and other 
al ternati ves. 

Major legislation enacted since 1978 includes: 

Synthetic Fuels corporation 

The President is today signing into law the Ener9Y Security Act. 
The lead title includes the Synthetic Fuels corporation legislation 
he proposed in July, 1979. This legislation will establish a 
12-year pr og ram to stimulate commercial production of 2 million 
barrels per day of synthetic fuels by 1992. The corporation wil l 
provide loans, loan guarantees, price supports, purchase agreements, 
and a potentially limited number of joint ventures to assist 
private industry with the development of oil shale, tar sands, and 
synthetic fuels from coal and peat. With $20 billion to be appro­
priated thi s year, and up to $68 billion possible for Phase 2 , the 
Corporation represents the largest energy assistance program ever 
established . It " .. ill provide the necessary convnercial . experience 
to reduce o i l import dependence substant i ally' beyond the turn of 
the century. 

Solar Enersv and Enersy Conservation Bank 

The Energy Security Act also enacts the President's request for 
a Solar Energy and Energy Conservation Bank to provide loan subsidies 
and ~rants to resioential and commercial building owners. The Bank 
,",'i ll provide a total of $3 .billion to spur much larger private con­
servation and solar energy investments. Combined with the 40 per cent 
tax credit for resicential solar investi.le tns, provided in t:-tl:! \';indfall 
Prof~ts Tax Act, the Bank will contribute to the President ' s goal 
of rr.aeting 20 ;.~r cc:::':. a! encrg:,' ne~"ds !rom so l ar by the :'ear 2000. 

(MORE. 
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A.lcohol Fuels 

Through the I\' i ncfall ~rofits Tax Act, the U.S . now provides a 
40 cent-per-gal1on tax subsidy through 1992 for alcohol used in 
motor fuels. The Energy Security Act provides $1.45 billion in 
Federal financial assistance to build biomass fuels production 
plants. a ma j or portion of which is designated for alcohol fuels. 
\'-'ith the tax exemption provided in the Energy Tax Act of 1978, 
V.S. alcohol fuel production has increased from near zero to 
~ell over 100 million "gallons per" year today. To maintain the 
momentum. the Preisde~t has established a 1981 goal cf 500 million 
gallons per year of alcohol fuel prodUction capacity. 

Windfall Profits Tax 

In April, 1980, the President signed into law the Windfall Profits 
Tax, which will recoup for taxpayers a portion of revenues oil 
companies would otherwise receive as a result of the domestic 
price decontrol and world oil price increases. The tax is expected 
to raise at least $227.- billion between 1980 and 1990. 

The Act also contains a wide range of energy tax credits to assist 
indi viduals, households, a nd businesses to conserve and produce 
energy, and provides assistance to help low-income households meet 
rising energy costs. For example, the Act expanded to 40 per cent 
the residential tax credit for solar and other renewable energy 
originally enacted in 1978. It also expanded to 25 per cent the 
investment tax credit for solar installations and included invest­
ments for solar process heat. 

II. EXECUTIVE ACTIONS 

Decontrol of Domestic Crude Oil Prices 

On April 5, 1979, the President dir·ected that domestic crude oil 
price and allocation controls be ended by September 30, 19Si. Ove r 
38 per cent of U.S. oil production is .already free from price 
controls. The decontrol schedule is steadily releasing .. additional 
volumes; controls will be eliminated by September, 1981. The 
combined effect of increased supply and reduced demand from oil 
decontrol could reduce U.S. oil imports by about 2 million bar·rels 
per .day by 1990. . 

Heavy Oil Decontrol 

The President decontrolled heavy crude oil (less than 16 degrees 
API) in August, 1979, and broadened the release (to 20 degrees 
API) in Oecember, 1979. This will add 250,000 barrels per day 
to domestic supplies in 1982. 

Import Targets 

At the Tokyo Summit in June, 1979, the United States agreed to 
limit its net oil imports to 8.S million barrels per day. In bis 
State of the Union message in January, the President set the 1980 
oil import ceiling for the United States at 8.2 million barrel~ 
per day, a reduction of 300,000 barrels per day below that ceiling, 
a goal which we are meeting. 

International Energy cOOperation 

The venice Summit participants committed to breaking the link 
between growth in energy demand and growth in GNP . They pledged 
to meet a goal of 15-20 million barrels per day production of 
energy fraT:". sources other than oil by 1990. and enumerated 
specific step s to be taken by ·the seven Summit nations to meet 
this objective. . 

MORE 
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Cc:--.serva":io:' 

1:1 tJle cD~ing year, Federal expendi tures and tax credits t;o 
promote energy conservation will exceed SI.6 billion, stimulating 
more than S5 billion in nationwide residential, commercial, and 
ir:custrial conservation investments . . 

Feceral ma~datory temperature controls in non-residential 
buildings have be.en extended until .January. 1, 1981. Since the 
program ..... ent into effect in July, -1979, an estimated 200,000 to 
(00,000 barrels of oil equivalent have been saved daily. 

The President has set a national· gasoline ~ ~_rget to limit con­
sumption in 1980 to 7 million barrels per c=.~·, a 5.5 per cent 
decrease from the 1979 level. Gasoline consumption in 1980 is 
now 8.5 per cent below that for the similar period in 1979. 

In addition, domestic auto' manufacturers exceeded Federal auto­
mobile fue1'.economy standards · for model years 1978, 1979, and 
1980. Increasingly stringent standards, reaching a fleetwi.de 
average of 27.5 miles per gallon by 1985, will save some 500,000 
barrels per day by 1985 and potentially over one million barrels 
per day by 1990. 

. . 
The President has initiated a nationwide conservation awareness 
campaign focused on ·transportation and residential energy conservation. 

III. PE~DING LEGISLATION 

Utility Oil Use Reduction 

The President's proposal to reduce utility use· of oil and natural 
gas by 1 million barrels per day in ·1990 is now Under active 
consideration in the Congress. That bill would provide $10 
billion i .n grants to utilities, .~nd cost-effective investments 
in conserv~tion and alternative ·fuels. 

Energy Mobilization Board 

Legislation for a new Energy Mobilization Board that will speed 
decisionmaking on critical enerqy projects by reduc~nq regulatory 
red-tape is still pending in Congress. 

IV. U.S. ENERGY PERFORMANCE 

U.S. Energy and Oil consumption 

Total U.S. energy consumption in 1979 remained at the 1978 level, 
while the real U.S. GNP grew 2.3· per cent -- a substantial improve­
ment in the relationship between e·nergy use and economic growth. 
The ratio of energy growth to real economic qrowth is expected to 
remain well below .6 over the coming years. 

U.S. 1979 oil consumption was 2.4 per cent below that of 1978. 
During the first five months of 1980, U.S . . oil consumption was 
9.2 per cent below the comparable 1979 period. 

Oil · I~port Reductions 

U.S. net oil imports in 1979 were 7.9 mi·llion barrels per' day 
(t1.\1B/D) compared to 8.0 in 1978 and 8.S MMB/D in 1977, For the 
first five months of · 1980, U.S. net oil imports were 6.8 MMB/D, 
12. i per cent below the comparable 1979' level. 

Enerey and Oil Consumption by Sector 

T:r4nSOOrtatio 
::'~.I.o·.,· the 19, 
ce::.t for · the 

U.S. gasoline consumption in 1979 was 5 per cent 
.level. Gasoline consu~ption is down by 8.4 per 
irst five months of 1980. 

(HORE) 
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p~sidential/commercial: Oil consumpti~n in thi s sector dropped 
C'" al:':lost )00,600 BID (8 per cent) bet .... een 1972 and 1979. Hiqher 
energy prices, 'il0vernmenf" irice'htives. and direct government invest­
rr.e t n in weatherization assure a.cceleration of this trent!. 

Industrial: Since 1972 the ten most energy-intensive ind ustries 
lon the Unl.ted States have achieved a 14 per cent overall improvement 
in energy efficiency and are now saving the equivalent of 1.2 MMB/ O 
cOMpared to 1972. . 

Domestic Energy Production 

The United States is s~rongly committed to increasing indigenous 
energy production: 

--Coal production in 1979 reached a record 175 million short tons, 
a 15.8 per cent increase over 1978. Coal production will increase 
as a result of government policy requiring greater coal utilization, 
the synthetic fuels program, and the Presidential proposed incen­
tives to utility conversion to coal. 

--Phased deregulation of natural gas wel l head prices is encouraging 
comestic gas production. Marketed production of natural gas 
during 1979 totaled 19.7 trillion cubic feet. only 1.3 per cent 
less th&n in 1978, a significant reversal of previous production. 
trends. Drilling rig utilization is now at a 21-year high, indi­
cating"a subst~ntial incredse in domestic oil and gas exploration 
activity. The U.S. is pro~eeding toward construction of the 
Alaska natural gas pipel,.ine tlhich. will i,ncrease domestic pro­
duction by over 700 BCF. • 

--Domestic crude oil production during 1979 a veraged 8.S MMB/D 
compared to 8.7 Ml-tB/D in 1978~"" xor the first five months of 
1980, production increased to B.7 ~/O . Explotatory wells 
increased by 87 per cent betwe.en 1973 and 1979. Over the same 
period, ~he number of feet dri"lled increased by 7S per cent. 

--Renewable resources constitute " roughly six per cent of U.S. 
energy supply today, and their use is increasing rapidly. 
Industrial use of wood and woocl wastes has nea~ly doubled over 
the past ten years, and residential wood use has skyrocketed. 
Solar collectors have been installed on over 100,000 homes since 
1977, a tenfold increase. with the programs noted above, solar 
collectors should be on well over a million homes in the next few 
y~ars. Passive solar buildings are gaining well-deserved popular­
ity. Wi~h increasing use of low-head hydroelectricity, winO, and 
other renewable resources, the nation is well on the way to 
reach i ng the President's 20 per cent solar goaL 

--The President has reaffirmed the importance of the safe expansion 
of nuclear power. Nuclear power provided an average of 11.5 
per cent of total electricity generation in 1979 compared to 
4.5 per cent in 1973. 

; , t 
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FACT SHEET 
s. 932, rH~ ENERGY SECURITY ACT 

Highlights 

T~~ Energy Secl.lrity Act. contains t ·ha authorities needed to 
i~plement most ~f the conservation and ~lternative energy 
su?ply prpgra~s originally proposed by the presi~en~ in July 
of 1979. 

Hajor pr9vi;;ions of the Energy S~curity Act are: 

A Synthetic ·Fuels Corporation with · the potential for $88 
bii110n in resources to stL~ulate the production of 2 
!fIi1lioI1: bar·rels per day of !!ynthetic fuels by 1992.· 

A Solar Energy and Energy Conservation Bank ·with $3 billio~ 
authorl.zed for 1ncentives ·to spur energy conserv!ltion and 
renewable energy investments. 

Biomass financial assistance programs designed to assist 
the production of alcohol fuels a.nd fuel from biomass · and 
.municip'al waste authori:zed at $1. 45 ~ipion over two years. 

A policy ·of 100,000 barrels per day minimum fill rat.e 
for the Strategic Petro+~u.m Reserve. 

St·atutory suppor"t for electric and ga~ )Jtil~ty investments 
in energy conservation. 

THE ENERGY SECURITY ACT 

The Synthetic Fuels Corporation (SFC)·· 

The Act creates the Synthetic Fl.le~S COI'poration as an independent 
Fe~eral entity '-lith $20 bill,ion immed;at~ly iluthori~ed, 
'-Ihich may be increased to $88 billioq, for synthetic fu~ls 
development. The SFC will share the risk of commercial-
scale synthetic fuels projects· with the private sector 
through loan guarantees, price guarantees, . dire~t lqaps, pu~chase 
a·;::c€:-!":ents I joint ver.tures, ·and direc·t · SFC ownership in a · 
very lim.i:ted ~umber of cases. The SFC will use these · tools 
to help the · private ~ector move rapidly to prodqce synthetic 
fuels . and achieve the goal of 2 million barrels per ~ay of 
synthetic fuelproductiori within its twelve year lifeti;;tEl. 
The SFC has an interim goal to produce 500,000 barrels per 
day by 1987. As an . independent entity, the Corporation will · 
be free of many of the procedural encumbrances which tend to 
slo',~ · down governmental agencies. . 

The SFC is authorized to support a broad range of techn~logies 
in::luding: . 

The productioq of synthetic solid~! liquids or gas from 
coal; 

The productio~ of ail and gas from shale; 

'the :::rouuctic:1 of eil from to< s~nds or heu"}' ail de[,::lsits; 

The p::oduction of coal/oil mixtures for direct cOr:lbustion; 

The ?::oduction of electricit.y through r.l<lgnetoh~~<ircdyna::lic 
(;.;~:l) tapping c::'cles; 

) :0:-'::: 
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Th·= SFC · . .;-ill select from this bro<ld range of technologies 
tj·.o:;e ;.>rojects ~lhich will contribute most e.l;fectivcly to 
·attaining the 2 r.lillion barrels per day ·production goal by 
1992. . 

. . 

The .SFC may provide fin~ncial ~upport, iI). cooperation with 
tl":.'E!; host country to t'<lO projects loc'!-ted outside of the · 
United . States \<li thin the Nesfern Hemisphere if certain 
technica~ and economic circumstanc.es are met. 

Tha Cor?oration will have a Board of Directors consisting of 
a ChairMan and ·six members appointed by the President with 
the advice and consent of the Sena te, The Chairman will 
serve as the Chief Executive officer of the Corporation. 

In order to ensure that synthetic fuel develop~ent proceeds 
wi.thout delay, the Energy securi~y .<\ct also pJ:'ovides: for iln 

., interim, pr,ogram which will operate until the Preside'i'lt . 
c~rtifies that the SFC is operation~l, Title · I, Part A of 
the Act amends the Defen se Production Act (OPA) · to a'llow· the 

. President, acting through the Department of Defense and any 
ot;her Federal department, to purchase' synfuels ·for defense 
neecs, issue loan guarantees and make l oans for synfuels 
projects: Opce the SfC is operational, thi's interim_ authority 
en9s and the DP~ program becomes ·a stanQby autbority ~~ich 

:the President ma.y use only in t~e event of a national energy 
supply . shortageo_ 

Solar Enerqy and Energy Consar;vation Sank 

The Act establishes a Solar Energy and ~ner.:gy Conservation 
Bank within the U. S. Oepar_tment 0; Housing ' and urba~ Develop­

. ment . The Bank . ~1ill provide direct Federal subsidies for 
residential and comr..ercial invesb;\ents in energy· conservation 
and rene',<lable energy resources. Tqe Act a·utnori;tes over $3 
billion in subsidies within ,. the first four years. rhe 
subsidies · will be delivered through lending institutions in 
the for!;! of Federal paY.lTlents of' a- specified portion of the 
amount of the investment. 

For eneray conservation investmen~s, the Bapk is authorized 
to prov1 e Subs1d1es to various owners and renters. For 
example, for ~pmeO'<lners belo .... 80 per_cent of median income, 
th~ Federal pa~ent is 50 percent .of the residential investment, 
up to $1,250. Other pay:nent limits are established in the 
Act. . 

In addition, the Bank is authorized to prov~de direct grants 
up to 50 percent of the cost of the conservation investment 
to persons with incomes be l ow BO percent Qf median income·. 

Owners or tenants of agricultu!="a~ or comnercia:l buildings 
are eligible for Federal payments of 20 percent of the in~ 
vestmen~ u? to $5,000 pe r building; provided that gross 
annual sales are below $1,000,000. . 

For sol~r enerqv residential inves-ments, the ·Bank is autho ­
r1zed to prov1de subsidies of up to 60 percent of the in­
vestment cost for persons \<lith incttnes below BO percent of 
median; 50 percent of the inves~,ent cos~ for persons with 
inco::'!es betl.;een SO percent and 160 per.cent of the rnedian; or 
.:.0 percei':t of in\'estment cost.s for persoqs Hith incomes 
abo\~e HO p::rcent of r.1edian. There is a cap of $5, 000 on 
~he total Federal payment in all cases. 

:-:'.: !t.i-ra;;-.ily residential buildi nt;;~ are eligible for Federal 
;.~-;':".s::ts 0= 4,'0 percent of t!"1e so:!.ar in'lcstr.ent up to $2,500 
s:::" d',;elling u~it. In cases ~lh'3re the majority of tenants 
;:. -.- .:; i:_:: :.::":":,;: :; bc l C/,,; SO ?",rc~:1t of t:-:<;: ,'-,c ~; i 'ln iacQ::l =, t "e 
,:.:. ~ -:.:: :!.: s!-. .:..::=. \·:i1l be 6 ~ percen::. of t:\c inve3t;:-.::::~,::, ".l? to 
2,50'.) ?er c. ',!elling unit, 

( !'!ORE ) 
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For agr':'cu1tura1 and co:nJ!l2rcial buildings, Federal payments 
for solar are 40 percent of the investment up ~o $100,000 
per buildihg. 

I~ addition, the Act pernits e~ectric and 9a~ utility in­
vestments in energy conservation. Thi~ is designed to ac­
celerate the trend amonc::J: U.~ ~ . . utilit·ies to und.ertake such 
irivestr.ents. 

Additional Conservation and Rene\·,ible Resources Provisions 

The Energy Securi~y Act substiU1tially increases .the Federa+ 
cO!!"l.'fIitr,~ent to conservation and renewable resources by: 

Expanding the current Federal/Sta t e residential conserva- · 
ticn program to provide energy ~udi ts to many m\~lti- . 

·. family and commercial buildings; 
. . . 

:provicing a $25,000,OQO Federally funded .. program to 
,train energy aU!litors; 

;Ea5ing present requirements in order to accelerate 
,the weatherization of low income residences: . 

. Increasing the Federal indu!j:trial conservation research, 
development and demonstration program by $40,000,000; and 

Authorizing new pilot programs to experiment in two areas: 
the retrofitting of residential d, ... ellings to achieve 
energy conservation and·t~e establishmeDt of an energy 
self-sufficien~y program. 

In addition, the Act changes the life-cycle c05tinq method­
ology used to determine Federal ~investments to stimulate 
even greater conservation and solar investments in the 
Federal sector. 

Bio:nass Enerqy 

The Act provides $1.45 billion for new government financial 
assistance programs at the Department of Energy and the 

. Department of Agriculture to encourage rapid development of 
biomass energy, including alCOhol fuels fro~ traditional 
crops, agricultural wastes · and woodas well as fuel from 
municipal wast~. The program goa1 ·will be the production of 
900,000,000 gallons of alcohol fuel per year by the end of 
1982. In addition, the Departments of ~griculture and 
Energy are required to develop a comprehensive strategy ·to 
achieve, if possible, an · alcohol production level equal to 
a~ least · 10 percent of gasoline consumption i~ ~990. 

The program is carefully designed to give preference to 
alcohol projects ~lhich rely on fuels other than oil or gas 
in the alcohol production process a~d to those t .hat use neu 
types of feedstocks. 

The Act auth.ori~es support for proje~ts through loans, loan 
guarantees. price guarantees, purchase agreements and loan 
insurance. 

Strategic Pe trole~~ Reserve (SPR ) 

Tne Act req'.l.i:res the President to undertake i,O:;:-,2diately 
activities leading to the filling of the SPR at an a~eraSe 
fill rate of 100,000 barrels p~r day for fiscal yeil:: 1981 
end for ec:.ch ~is::::al :teilr tt,.:!reafter. The Act · furthe r rec;:.:ircs 
that e!fectivc October 1. 1980, \·:ith SOC!lE; e~:c(l?tions, oil 
frOM the ;,aval Pet=oleu.-:I Reserve ( !\?R) r:o.ay not. be used 
';: :: C0~:: t t-? fill t::,;:: S??. 

do,,:::: 
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1·.h~ l;eqdrer._cntto fill the SPR a!1,d ,t,o u?e-, t:-he J·jJ?R . for =il~ 
p",::poses ... .'ould be re::'loveci if: 

'i'~ere is in effect a Presidential or~e~' !=-q draH dowJ:l 
and distribute the SPR; or 

The President finds tdth the approval 'of the Co~gres~ 
(by resolution o~ both Houses \1itqin' 60 days), t!lat l such 
requirements \·,'ould significantl)' impair the Nation" s 
ability to ·res?ond to a severe epergy supply int~:t'ru?tion 
or !!Ieet · its obligation under. the ~nte~natio~<;ll energy 
program" 

Energy Tarqets 

The Act establishes a system under '~qich: the President will 
specify national targets for oil imports, dortU;!stic energy 
production an4 domestic energy consumption th~ough the end 
of the century. The t,argets wo~ ld npt be b i nding, bu1t would 
be considered by the , congress as part, of 'the DOE authori~ation 
process. 

Additional Provisions 

The Act extends. an4 expands the u ~ s" Governme~t proqr~ 
of support for geothermal ener9ydevelop~ent; the Act 
will authorize ~§o ·ml.lll.on l.n new Federal loan and loan 
~n~urance for qeothermal ~eservoir confirmation dril~ing 
projects an~ geothermal.f~asiqil~ty . stud~es. 

The Act will establish an Acid Precipitation Task Force 
with a ten.:..year I!Iandate anaaS50, OOO, ooq authorizatl.·on·. 

,_The "oTask Force will cevelop a, comprehensive plaJl ' to 
. ameliorate the adverse effects. of acid rain. The Act 
also directs the completion of a comprehensive study o~ 
the projected impact of fossii fuel combustion on atmos­
phere Carbon Dioxide levels and the economic, physical, 
social and climatl.~ ' consequenc~s, 

I , , 



Chr1 s Cowa.p 
NCC - Room 572 
475 R1verside Drive 
riew York. II. Y. 10027 

John DeSoer 
JSAC - Room 1700A 
475 Rivers1de Drive 
New York. N. Y. 10027 

Dear Chris and John: 

.July 11. 1980 

Subject: flational .. Interfaith CQalftlon on Energy 

I thought you would be 1nterested In the attached examples of 

local interfaith act1vlty on energy ~h1ch could serve as models Bnd 

might be good case studies for the training programs envisioned by 

the national interfaith coalition on energy. 

PS :mb 
Encs. 

v<cc: 

Best regards. 

Marc Tanenbaum 

Sincerely. 

PlIYlll s Shennan 
Director. Energy Program 
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June Z1. 1 %j) 
·Steering Cc;",ittee - Inter1~H~ Cool1t1~n for Enil!"@' 

U>.rtin. Raffel 
" 

Prcj~c.t~d E7ml'9)' AudU, - JulY ', 2l (I S~90 8.@.e • eiiT.ly aft~1"n~tI , 
( ; 
,J 

. Ti'l ·~ fol1¢~ff:";t1 Is il s~:z.t1r}· (:1 tha prcject.;."'-d cr.ergy ~t:citt project decided upon £it the 
J~M 25th ~l!ttR~;f hole: in thQ offices of th~ Ar-;;l:Jloc-.-;se .... 

C'!l July '21i;~o et 9:0u i.&l. t the en~~..y ~'iiincsvin::1 or-perts olnd t."ls 5t;(!ring (:t~..:ittee 
bill sssi;~~~lo at (1 tr.$it:nl.!t~d lGC-at1n:1. (A Hst 01 t~1-'; part'c1ri-~iits 1s attat4~d).. As 
{l i;rclQ, 1t:e w111 fjrot~l1d ~o wai(l;. tli·rou!j..lJ fnd P€r1.om ~~s;c c(;:-rgy il1:!;-~t1t$ bnah"'CtG:5t~nt 
C~;::.;rc?h II tuthcii c: . Omrc!J cHid a SYUlgOS;.10. i':Ill s1tua~~ hI th£' g1!llerAl vi cis-Itt)' uf 

.. oCr~tit.wn- Pht1flcial~;'ia. 

Co~ SHgeJ'11(an has ' nlr~ad11~~nt!fhd tim Sj!l£!y;gue t-o be aui!U.ed. It ts ~(kph Sha1er.:. 
lC::4t€d at :SUi i~. fii"'O~d St~-et. · ttt ~ Stl:::; ~ !l C t!-l~t fofC stai'i: t:;ore ;;!t 9:C-o e:~~. n(' . 
. t1fil 41$0 ottal:l the Sy;1a ~·:~!je·s tll.el'W bi i15 for- the ~<!st ec:;r>10 of yeaTS (Dr nvi ;atJ 
b.:t the f!!d1t ,artfdp&nts i~ ot~~r to li;!xiiJif(J· · tn3fjff.:-(t1!fI(:i!·n~3 .Qf. tn.!! e.udH: .. S1~ter . 
t;lorfa e.nlll itav. r~'igir t;!iH do tt'0 tt&:tQ' for' '4lt.aolic ~rtO Pre~ztc&t - tl".l;u·'dlQ ... 

Since one of' <i1e al;;;s h to fCCIl3 tM' atUntlon of t.~e P!\~hdGlph1. rGligiOllS C~Ml!ty 
on this effort. 5tc~S "n1t. taken to 1r •• He g'Jcla ·v.rtlclp.!!tloo. TlMl $tI!enna 
c~~ltteo can ~I.cuz> hoo t~ ~c'Ukplisb t~l$. 

ThfOlJ,h th<l .ethe (ooperaUcn of the enor<J1 experts •• ," will be ~"<i.i1Jl lag Q trIGf 
e~lcnat1on of th~ ~!tton~l~ ba~tnd ecnductt~ ~u~~ en 1ni~rfaito ~cn~1ation effort 
.n4 • ®s~ri~tioa of the Ch.h:II an.;! ~yn.go~ .. ~ energy a.Cai. 

This fIlpert trlll then btl dlssellrlfl&ted to til" Phtlllllalphfa religioUll ~Aity tIlP'O'J9h 
ep,roprt.t. channels. . 

!\<tv. Ecl'''''rO c..1~Qf'. E.acutlv;l 0\ ,,,ctor, Met? 
Sbtor Gloria <:01 .... 0. Asso.:iAtG !llroclQr for EC100enical 

Interrcl1910us Affairs 
RObert L. Slhenaan 
MIIrr~)' frle""'n . 

IllVb 

Phyll i s 'Sherman /' Note: . "We have another energy • happening' comfngup be: 
Harold Applebaum .,. in PhUade1phia."- , .. ' .. . ,. , ' 
Robert Fox . 
Jules Whitman 

. 

. .. ' .. 



ir.ter,'<J;tn Coa'~tion Oil [.I,t.;i"!:IY 

KI!:;;;ocrs present at ~eting \-!e~:;esdai' evening, ..,oune 25, 1980 i;t S;O~ p.m. 

tlanc 

Oi ck Ambrogi 

JimB2ird 

Sr. Cloria Coleman. 
. SHCJ 

Henry Can ray 

Walter .~ope 

Herbert JoElcobs 

larry Poll 

Mart j n Raffe 1 

Robert Silverman 

Larry Spielvogel 

Address 

Petroleum rteat and 
Pawcr COlTojlany 
3000 Pe l tz Strec~ 
Philadel?hla. PA. 
19146 

201 Witr..er Road 
HorshiJ...,. FA. i90A4-; 

') 
Archdiocese Of Phi 10] / 
222 N, 17th Street 
Phi I.delphi., PA , 19103 

20B Jam.es Drive 
HavertO' .. m. PA. 19083 

62~ S. Church Strc~t 
Mt. Laurel, N.J.OSOS4 

Day & Z i rnmc rman 
1818 M~rket Street 
Philadelphia. ~A. 19103 

1446 Furmingto~ Avenue 
Pot ts town. PA. 191,64 

Ihe American Jewish 
Commi ttee 
1411 Walnut St. Suite 1004 
Phi ladelphia, PA, 19102 

Fox Pavillion 
Jenki ntown', PA. 19046 

Wyncote House 
Wyncote • . PA . .. 19095 

'. ,. 

Phone 

674-9000 

Ofn ce -
841-4',14 
Home -
HI-6-7888 

Faith · or Orqanization 

Archdiocese of Phi ladelphi. 

Energy Oynami c.s 

Roman Ca tho 1 i c 

Arr.erican Baptist 

299-8333 AJC 

326-7001 Textrum Industries 

564-2460 AJC 

Office -
576-1200 
lIome ~ 

884-6390 

Office -
887-5600 
Home -
884-3233 

A~rlcan Jewish Committe~ 

.-

Archdiocese of Phllaoelphi ; 
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NOTES OF THE JU~E 24TH t-llETlNG OF CON·SElW[ DALLAS 
CLIFF TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH 

At the second mcct~ng of Con·Serve DulL.!s, the foilowing t;.tsks were agreeJ upOn: 

Yle l>'ou1<1 attempt to .involve .civic and reI igious · org;.tniz;.,.tions in the ci ty in the 
lIo'e;.ttherization project. Th i s mct with solid agreement. 

·The following was agreed to; 

1. 

2. 

A sub-conunittee chaired by. Ch;.,.rles Carter of UPtjL with the assistance ot-
John H~rpcr anu Ch;.trlcs Royston of DOE anJ Wah: Patterson of Tcxas En<:rgy 
Extension Service, whom they chOo2.-c-, would come up with a training proposal 
;.tnd training objectives which .woulJ,be presented to all the convening . 
organizations :J.nJ their rcprescllt:Jtlvcs by ThursJ;Jy, August 7th, at 7:3U P./"-I., 
Cliff Temple B<Jptist Church. This will be a Jry run of the weatherizaticn 
training. 

·Administrative Objectives: 

This sub-conunittee is co ... ..:h:.dreJ by Ell11er CadJo of Sunset Prcsbyteri:.m 
Church :lnd Norm IIUIlUllOIl. By July J4th, thl'y will h<.J.vc SCt· up an office · 
and .i·ccrui tcJ the necessary voluntcer .:;taff anu :.Jtn."!cJ upon paid aJ­
·ministrative staff needs. Offin' space :.JnJ a telephone were offered by 
Cliff Temple Baptist Chur..:h anJ voluntcer support W:.JS offered by .the RSVP 
program. 

3. Cpnununlcatioll Objccti VC::i: 

This sub-collunit.tce l-li11 be chaireJ by Mi l es . ZitUlorc of AJC anJ co-chaired 
by Oeita Boettorff of Greater Vallas C0I111Uullity of Churches. By July 18th 
this sub-committec will h:.Jvt) proJparL'J a cOllullunication plan that includt)s a 
fil<.!iling piece for the pilot training program on August 7th, public service 
announcc:\lents, speak.er bureau, IllL'J i a coverage anJ preparing of neces::;ary 
mailing lists. 

4. Lo~ist.ic;.tl Obje.::ti'les: 

This sub-committee is chaired by Ituss .JeweTt of COll1l11unity Services AdministTnt.i 
and by August 15th they will have suhmitt l.!J a l l the logi::;tical plan::; for the 
September training sessions induJing who will be invited, number of sessions, 
loc:..Ltions. what kinds of follow - uJl invitations will be necessary, etc. 

S. The attendc,"s were askeJ to scrve on a steering committee and it was agreed 
that representatives of the original cOllvening religious grollP~i.e. the 
Greater Oall:Js COlluuunity .of Churches, thc Cat.holic Diol.:c~e, t.he~aptist 
Christian Life COIiUllissiuu, and till: American .Jel . sl Camllli.ttce will continue to 
serve as af! executive committee to 1Il<.! ·C cc.isions bctween meetings. Rep­
rescnt"~tives of these organi:.:ltiolls .... i 11 also appoint a nomiu.:lting committee 
to select a permanent chairman of Con·Serve Uallas. 

Minutes .submitted by Miles Zitmorc. Amer"i..:an Jew.ish COJlllilit.tcc. 
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DATE: June 27.1980 

TO: J3.J.!les DWln, Trini Garza, ~lil ton Tobian and Bob 1{ehkcmper 

· FRO,\J: Miles Zitmore 

RE: Steering Co~~ittce 

\\c h;.l\'c ;.I request th<.tt you gcntlellL~n (and \~hocvcr else you wish to involve) comprise 
yourscl.ves ;.IS thc· Nomin.:ning Comr.littcc for Cou*Scrve O;Jll:Js. You have one task and 
that is to help us find anu recruit a suit;Julc Chairm.:Hl for Con"'Scrvc Dallas. 

Ne sec t\~O possible kinds of Chairm<Jn: One would be an active "h<Jnds · on" type indi­
vidual \>'ho m;.ly not be ;;:.11 that well knol<m ill the community. A seconJ type woulJ give 
us high stature bu"t might be too busy to havC' ~ Jay-to-d:..ty involvement. Obviously 
both types of i ndividuals have t heir own inherent strL'ngths ;Ild .... eaknesses. A 
high stature :.4 nd hands on type would I of course I be the perfect match. 

Please confl::r with us on your suggestions before anybody is prcsented with the 
crown. :>L:..lny th~nks for your help on this. \~c look forward to hearing ·from you in 
about a .... ·ee}..: (if possible). 

Best reg~rd.$> 

tc: 19 

cc: \~est o n \\'arc 

M,i<I MoI Mc·. :; .... ~ • •. " " '" ~ ~ ' . ,~ •..• • ~~ . li~ " .· ' , n • • • , • •• • " •• •• 1 ,u."., 

~.4"~ ~ ~u ~ ~ b,~~ •• .• :i ~' ~ ' ;. ' . " ' I.~ >."',a h'.;; •. '""' ''''u >. ll' l'''' •.. " . M ~" . • • 
br ...... ft ... ~ , •• \ " . ..... r ~~ :. , .r:. ,, 'jC " ~"' ·:' :.A M I·:n .. ,,, .. ,,1 " .•... • ,lUI. ,,;.., •. : • 

r.,.· ... " J ~ ,. , •. "~ ,, . • ' .. , ,," U''' •• ",' n·"~,, ' wo .• f . tK .. ~n~ I IM( 1 • ~''''''.'' 
. • n.~ cl. <II ,""II'., ~ 1. "" ' '' 1 .. " ''' ~I I ~ , ~. ,OUIS · ft. ~:iltll .. ~ I U"llr '(H !II. t.tl,ru~ 

: " ,·~ . li ' ;"" .IU I"" ... ) l l ." '~" U~ MI~ .. IIII 1 [~Stll. N ... S' · (:JGtN[ Ilor . 
. · •. \' 11;, "~ "'N u ~ I<u~II~ 11"'.""_111 ".:ro~ MA~lI.. MO~M1S I(I ~~).'~. O~ .... 11."' .. 

~C.C Cf ~~"J ~u~;~" '.; ';. ;'1 ,.:. . " :.J,,, 'I I .... ~ " · ..• 1' .. l.;,:o~: 11 0". ,,: >L""" . ~I' .. ' .,." ~U"''' '' . ': .. " ".1 h ~ I". <",,, "V >1,~,kUI.Kr.; . JOt II SII'I"'I~ Alij(lI! S .. UlJI_ 
~[I'I SC. ... , ~ ... SAM ~:"" u h . ,~ 1I (.o .. ,.! .... '. ~ i ".\li. r • 
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~1r . Alex Bickley 
~xccutivc Director 
Dallas Citizens Council 
Adolphus 1\Jr, if607 
1412 ~lain St. 
Dallas, Texas 75202 

Dear I'-h'. Bickley: 

- 1) • .11." j,."I' ,:'I I- (':i:j \, \ I 

\\!cston \\are and I both cnjoyeJ our visit with you the other morning. I~c 
appreciated your show of support for Con~Serve Dallas I I~cath(!rization Project. 
You will be interested in knowing th~t at our noon meeting this project. was 
unanimo usly adopted. 

l'ie will keep you appriseJ of further developments in this program and rJOuld 
appreci:J.te your input on things which will help us DIt.!et our objectives. 

cc: \,'c ::> ton I\'are 
~lil ton Too ian 
James Dunn' 

Sincerely> 

I-li I es Zitmorc 

--

eft • • -"' • . , ,1'Jf'o ;._ .;~ .. , • ~ . , . c, .•• ,",. " ~J.~~~N COMt lll . "~IIIN£ ~,r ,'" ~~ .~ou.! ~A"~ ... ~ ~ ':"110" II ~ .. lI~h UUNAU) [ ... 111 • " .. ao,"" V.eo Cn.",,:.~. ,,(Io,~T S 

I.:':;; ";"S SH O';kor .. , ,. ~ , s • ~."., .. .. ~':.! "i.I $l~'" • j,<o,v •• • ~"".;, " l..~l/ftu .... ~v., . : "I Ik •• :~" ~~kl ~bN AT.\SO N . C.~OI All\[l\ , lESliE C ~ .ss 

~ .. ~ _~, ~f'oE ~.,)~~ ~~"" ocl.iOM .. to,. " d ;'Olo\b(~' •. , . ..., tU 0; ~"~~ .. U . .. " .'" 1 .. ..... Mil ~O~~" ~" .. .; t:O Mll,' '10 hi II.Vl~ 00" .10 fACHM"III . C .. IIL ~c""' ''.11 

".t: .. ~MI '~~" . ""e .. .; :.0 ~ •• " . (~~ ~l UH,~ M C .. , :nHC IrO~l~1 .. , Anll OAVIII I. w,'~ ~"~IA" ~ATM ",'U ,_ (,UI I.I\f'o ~ul~ >. CkH"'blNC. fO Wl AR.D C CHHhE . JA"'> 
C~H.' , .~(C," .~ " ~"""',.l P.U. _ "" ' 1'I .' ~1l . HI"' .' "U:(H . "O"~W!l "lh"uWd l ~P,' .• ' ",CdIM! C.NT ~ "UHM.". I~~~" M .... OLl . .. O . A~NOlD rI . ... SSAM)H 
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SOUTHWEST R£CIOi':At COUNCIL· -I H09 IUI\ l'f Budding. OJ.II.lS. k'xJ.s, 7:' 20 1 • (21-1) 7 -l i· .>;; )1 

DATE: July 3, 1980 
cc: Harold Applebaum 

TO: Phyll is Sherman 

FROM: Miles Zi tmore 

RE: Con*Serve Dallas Neatherizat ion Pr oj ect 

Things continue to happen. Thought you would like tQ see a SU!IUIlarY of things 
that came out of our meeting on June 24th. The weather.:i.zation project has 
been agree-:i to. lYe now have some focus and direction to OUT coalition. We 
wil l keep you posted as we begin to accomplish our objectives. Keep your fingers 
crossed. 

Best regards, ~ . ~ 

/,./.;/'6 
MZ:lg 

encl. 

p,..;~.n!: JACK LAP!N • Hono, .. , p, .. id.nts: REUaEN W. ASKANASf. DR. J.~CK H. ltAMMOn. tllV lNC A. ~ATHfI'. S. RAYMOND!l. Nf.S .~r~. CR, .l.i1NCOLD If U:'G[RIUfoI . I. 'NElNEii 
;, Vkt P, •• i~.r.Ia: O~ViD GlICKMM~, tliJEl CR~UBART, STEPHEN M. MAUFIMN. N~Ril I S ~EMP.~£R . Ill.. M!c~A El to· ... '[N9fRC. l'P. . HUCH L WOLFF . n:~r; ~ ES zm(f _ S •• <el,,,, 
IIIIR I~~: MWOHL II Tr,.,u,"" O~ . AUGUST GOL05,(I'I, I~ . _ F.'~'·jlW' Bo. "': 1OS£;>'1 e ~F.~$TWI. .\tn I5~ OHm<'RY. AL~[n [ CEP. .. Le ll lS r~~I :H~r .. S,;':A;(1 H.?; iI . M ~no., 

nSCHER. MUR;:L FOUOO~Ii. EHREn CiNS!E..~G. R[~Bm M. CI:\IS!lERC. £ll~/;E GtA~£MAN . ARTH UR CQtC9ltl ... . CR . JAO; ;':E 0, GO~OSl[iN . eA~S"N'" GOR E ~TCK. P '\u~" G~I HrI~U. 

MARC GRDSS9ERC. lOUIS KAR in. IR ,. ANN K .... un' ~ N. MIC IiAElKENTOR, HAtlNE I(LE I:'I . ' . J. LAPP IN. CA ~ l LEE. lHOI.:"'5 tE/.1.\Nlt DR. H£~atR, L~SHR. R~BBI ~U'" HIF. LEVY. 
BEN /lARMS. LIHOA .... AV . ARNOLD MAY:RSOHN, SAM PERL. ;OELLE RAil IN. L[ON RABIN. STANLEY A. RAII IN, BARBARA RAKOOVER. ~ICTO~ ~~VH. MORRIS RISKIN!) c 't . WilliAM 

RODDY. fNIa ROSENFELD, CARY SACIi~~OWITl , IACX SA1 ~ N. RASSI flOBERT SCHUR. DR. lOSEPH SELMAN. CAROLE R. SKUF'AK: JA'l' SILHRBERG. )G€ a SI1t GER. Al~ ! RT SM:..Alt 
SEN SOlRICK. SAM $TlMUSS. lR .• ROSERT WASSERMAN 

• MILTON I. TOSIAN. So"t~.\It'esr Relionli'D;rf"l:I~r • MitES ZITMORE, An;s: •• , Ar .. Director • SANTOflO II:ANTER. I!o~,'~" ;'.-c. Oi.ector 
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Office of Domestic Social Development 

Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 

October 2·1, 1980 

The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum: 

At Bishop Kelly's suggestion~ I am enclosing 
a copy of the latest draft of the usee Policy Stat"ement 
on En~rgy. 

After final revision, the draft will be presented 
for approval to usce's Committee on Social Development 
and World Peace in Decenher. If you have any cOmments on 
the draft, I would be happy to have them. I must start 
revision of the draft about the second week in November. 

Thank you for your interest in this project. 

Sincerely, 

~7??~ 
David M. Byers 
Coordinator for Rural Issues 

Enclosure 

DMB:mh 



Action on behalf of justice aod participation in the transformation of 
the ~Drld fully appear to us as a constitutive dimension of the preaching 
of the Gospel or, in other words. of the Church's mission for the redemption 
of the human race and its liberation from every oppressive situation. 

--Synod of Bishops, Justice in The World, 1971 

. Out of regard for Christ and in view of the mystery that constitutes "the 
Church's own life, the Church cannot remain insensible to whatever serves 
humanity's true welfare, any more thao she can remain indifferent to what 
threatens it. In various passages io "its documents the Second Vatican 
Council has expressed the Church's fundamental solicitude that life in 
the "world should conform more to people's surpassing dignity" in all its 
aspects, so as to make life "ever more human." This is the solicitude of 
Christ himself, the Good Shepherd of all people. 

--Pope John Paul II, Redemptor Hominis, 1979 

i 



POLICY STATEMENT ON ENERGY 

1 I. INTRODUCTION 

2 The fading of the petroleum age disquiets the entire world. Cheap oil and 

3 natural gas not only powered the dramatic transformation of Western society in the 

· 4 twentieth century, they underlie much of the material progress developing countries .... 

5 have made. 1 Now it is only a matter of time until oil .and gas reserves are exhausted. 

6 In the years ahead the nations of the earth~ both rich and poor, must learn to 

7 conserve what supplies they can obtain. They must also find some way of switching 

8 over to dependence on alternative sources of energy without sinking into economic 

9 chaos. 

10 The United States cannot ignore this imperative. Almost half the energy 

11 we consume comes from oil, and half this oil is imported.
2 

Middle-class families 

12 find their budgets increasingly tight, while the poor are faced with the terrible 

13 prospect of choosing between fuel and decent clothing, fuel and hea~th care, even 

14 fuel and food. Clearly, energy costs will prove to be a growing burden to millions 

15 of our people. 

16 Moreover, the American economy is frighteningly vulnerable to outright disrup-

17 tion. The embargo of 1973-74 and the more recent war between Iran and Iraq demonstrate 

18 that the nation lacks reliable access to foreign petroleum. If the flow of oil 

19 from Africa and the Persian Gulf were suddenly cut off, the production of goods 

20 would shrink, unemployment ... iould jump, and t1:ae delivery of necessary Sjervices 

21 3 wouid be hampered. Under such circumstances, those who have less would presumably 

22 suffer more. In a competition. for scarce energy, and for reduced g.oods and services, 

23 only the wealthy could win. 

24 Because of its economic and political power, th·e United States bears a 

25 responsibility to the international .community as well as to its ovm citizens. 

26 There are few greater .gifts we can offer the people of other lands than a determined 

2.7 effort to develop and generous~y share the means of future energy security. This 
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I duty· takes a special moral urgency from the fact that America is the leading energy 

2 consumer. A half-century of plentiful oil has made us careless; we waste what other 

3 countries need. 

4 Our power can be as .much a force for evil as for good. · Should we fail to 

5 help the world toward security, we increase the chance that we will lead it to 

6 destruction. In the absence of well-developed alternative systems, what happens 

7 when the oil and gas run out1 Even before the wells dry up, what happens as g~obal 

8 supplies dwindle and prices soar? Even before supply problems become acute, · what 

9 happens if there is another, longer embargo or if turmoil engulfs the OPEC nations? 

10 Early in 1980, the President of the United States asserted America's readiness to 

11 defend its vital energy interests with force. The black seed of the final holocaust 

12 may lie beneath the sands of the Middle East. 

13 

14 

II. THE MORAL DIMENSIONS OF ENERGY POLICy
4 

The threat of war, the danger that scarcity poses for the poor--such consid-

15 erations are reason enough for the Church to take part in the national discussion of 

16 energy. Further, energy is one of those touchstone issues like arms control or the 

17 limits of federal power whose resolution will profoundly affect society in the 21st 

18 century. Unless some new per.spectives are brought to bear. decision-makers will 

19 have little to rely on but the hard and rather narrow analytical tools that have 

20 guided energy development in the past. In his first encyclical, Redemptor Hominis, 

21 Pope John Paul II said, "The development of techn~logy and the development of con-

22 temporary civilization, which is marked by the ascendancy of technology, demand a 

23 proportional development of morals and ethics. For the present. this last develop-

24 ment seems unfortunately to be always left behind." (15) 

25 The present ·statement offers no solutions to the· swirling controversies that 

26 surround the formation of energy policy. It simply seeks to situate energy issues 

27 in a moral context, to arouse sensitivity to human considerations which. though 

28 obviously relevant to the topiC, are often ignored. Catholic social teaching 
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I suggests certain clear principles that should be borne in mind as Americans, remember-

2 ing their brothers and sisters in other nations. strive to adjust to a world where 

3 oil and natural gas are no longer readily available. 

4 Moral Principles 
" .. , 

5 1. l!pholding the Right to Life. It is clear that no ,overall energy 

6 strategy is free from risk to human life. Claims that there is ~ completely safe 

7 option are illusory; the choice is not between black and white but among shades of 

8 gray. Moreover, a given policy can threaten life in various ways . For example, 

9 developing energy source A may consign miners or local residents to death, while 

10 fa1ling to develop it may indirectly kill others if supply falls short of essential 

11 

12 

demand. 

The Church recognizes these sad facts. It is deeply committed to 

13 the defense of human life, however, and this cOIlDllitment is uppermost in its approach 

14 to energy. Energy planners and those in authority must do all in their power to 

15 safeguard human life. They must especially avoid expo~ing people to .danger without 

16 giving them the opportunity to accept or reject that danger. As the bishops gathered 

17 at the Second Vatican Council said, "At the same time, however, there ;is a growing 

18 awareness of the exalted dignity proper to the human person, sinc.e he stands above 

19 a'll things, and his rights and duties are universal and inviolable. _ Ther~fore9 tj1ere 

20 must be available to all people everything necessary for leading a ' ~ife truly human, 

21 [including] the right .. . . to appropriate information, (and] to activity in accord 

22 with the upright norm of one's own conscience. . . . Hence, the social order and 

23 - its development must unceasingly work to the benefit of the human person if the 

24 disposition of affairs is to be subordinate to the personal realm and n.ot contrari-

25 wise .• • . II (Gaudium et Spes, 26) 

26 2. Accepting an Appropriate Share of Responsibility for the Welfare 

27 of Creation. Judeo- Christian tradition views human beings not in isolation, but 

28 as part of a larger who!e--as creatures in the midst of creation. It therefore 
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1 counsels respect for the natural world, emphasizing that we have duties as well as 

2 rights in its use. Since we derive all our energy from nature, the relationship 

3 of humanity and environment has the broadest implications for energy policy. 

4 In the religious community, this relationship is often described as 

5 "responsible stewardship"; we are stewards ' to whose care the Master has entrusted 

6 His creation. However, the technological strides we have made since World War II 

7 may well have rendered the concept obsolete. The human race now has the capacity 

8 to alter nature, even to destroy it, and the scope of our responsibility grows with 

9 the scope of our power. We are no longer called upon simply to tend the garden God 

10 has given us. It is now in our hands to determine whether our descendents will 

11 inherit an earth capable of sustaining them. 

12 We cannot in our present state of knowledge obtain adequate energy 

13 supplies without imposing some costs on the environment. As with the threat to life, 

14 however, our inability to achieve perfection should not discourage us from working 

15 toward perfection. Pope John Paul gave the context in which we should approach the 

16 task of designing an ecologically sound energy program when he declared that "exploi-

17 tat ion of the earth • • • and the uncontrolled development of technology outside the 

18 framework of a long-range authentically humanistic plan often bring with them a threat 

19 to our natural environment ..• and remove us from nature. Yet it was the Creator's 

20 will that humanity should communicate with nature as an intelligent and noble master 

21 and guardian, and not as a heedless exploiter and destroyer." (Redemptor Horninis, 15) 

22 3. Accepting Limitation in a Christian Spirit. When a certain young 

23 man questioned Jesus on what he should do to be saved, Jesus advised him to sell 

24 what he had and follow. The young man "went away sad, for his possessions were many. II 

25 (Mt. 19:16-22) If preservation of the conunon good, both domestfc and global, requires 

26 that individuals make sacrifices related to energy use, they should do so cheerfully 

27 in the realization that the thing~ of this world . are of secondary importance. 

28 Americans in particular have become used to the idea that rapid economic expansion 
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1 is an unqualified, even . inev~table good •. Future resource restrictions may force us 

2 to rethink our expec.tations; they may even lead to substantial changes in our way 

3 of life. Insofar as these adjustments affect excess pos~essions, we should welcome 

4 them. They are a blessing. 

5 Adopting this attitude will free us to face the energ~ situation .with 

6 hope. God did not put us here to build up His Kingdom only to strike the requisite 

7 tools from our hands. The problems that close us in can be solved if we ¥ill seek 

8 the right solutions. This means rising above a preoccupation with materiaf gain. 

9 4. Striving for a More Just Society. The energy debate is not about 

10 abstractions and statistics. It is about war and famine and suffering; its content 

11 is the s~ruggle against cold, against dark, against isolation. The energy policies 

12 we choose must reflect a search after justice for all, not only on the level of 

13 individual rights but also with regard to the ~tructures of society. 

14 Catholic social teaching has touched on these themes time and agai~. 

15 Gaudium et Spes declares, "Meanwhile the conviction grows ... that . it devolves on 

16 humanity to establish a political, social and economic order which will incr.ea~ingly 

17 serve people and help individuals as well as groups to affirm and develop t .. he dignity 

18 proper to them." (9) Pope John _XXIII, in sounding a stmBar note, emp.hasizes that 

19 every human. being is spirit and body, multi-faceted, born to pursue a varied per-

20 f.ection. His words in Mater et Magistra serve as a us~ful reminder that, while 

21 economic considerations have a legitimate place in the development of en.ergy policy, 

22 they must not be allowed to dom.inate to the exclusion of a wider human interesc. 

23 "'National wealth'--as our predecessor of happy memory, Pius ·XII, rightfully observed--

24 'inasmuch as it is produced by the c<?mm.on efforts of the citizenry, has no other 
• . :>.-

25 pu~pose than to secure without interruption those material conditions in which 

26 individuals are enabled to lead a full and perfe~t life. . For the system 

27 whereby both the c.ommon prosperity is ac.hiev~.d and individuals exercise their right 

28 to use material goods, conforms fully to norms laid down by God the Creator.' From 
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1 this it follows that the economic prosperity of any people is to be assessed not 

2 so much from the sum total of goods and wealth possessed as from the distribution 

3 of goods according to norms of " justice, so that everyone in the community can 

4 develop and perfect themselves. For this, after all, 1s the end toward which all 

5 economic activity of a community is by nature ordered." (74) 

6 Public discussion of energy polJcy has been sharply polarized. Too 

7 often, advocates of a particular point of view refuse to even consider the arguments 

8 of those they oppose. It is di·fficult to see how the se attitudes. the antithesis of 
9 fraternal charity, can help create a more just social order. The Church would be 

10 false to its Founder if it did not take up the cause of the oppressed. But it must 

11 also insist tha t justice is not to be meted out to some and denied to others. Just 

12 as utility companies should no"i raise rates above the level needed to ensure a fair 

13 return for honest and efficient service? for example, consumers should not demand 

14 that rates be held below the same level . 

15 5. Giving SpeCial Attention to the Needs of the Poor and Mem~ers of Minority 

16 Groups. The first letter of John asks: "If " someo"ne who "has the riches of this world 

17 sees his brother in need and closes his heart to him, how does the lave of God abide 

18 in him?" (l "John 3:"17) As noted above, poor people. especially those with fixed 

19 incomes, will feel the sting af rising energy prices more keenly than their affluent 

20 neighbors. Moreover, racist attitudes may affect both price and access to supply. 

21 In circumstances where energy in its various " forms (heating oil, for instance) is 

22 essential to the maintenance of life, health or human dignity, there is but one 

23 course to follow. Private agencies and federal, state and local authorities must 

24 take whatever steps are necessary to make this energy available to people whom 

25 poverty or discrimination place at a disa"dvantage. No energy policy is acceptable 

26 that fails to deal adequately with basic needs. 

27 Out concern for the poor must extend beyond America's borders. Domestic 

28" energy policy, far from imposing burdens on the economies of other nations, should 

· . 
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1 be consistent with the goal of promoting sound development throughout the world. 

2 No one will q~arrel with the proposition that Chr.istians cannot stand 

3 idly by while people freeze in their homes for lack of fuel. The Church goes 

'4 further in its advocacy for the poor. however. In A Call to Action, Pope Paul VI 

5 . outlines the attitude we should adopt toward those who suffer derpivation. He also 

6 shows why the poor should be singled out for special attention in dealin~ with the 

7 energy crisis. "In teaching us charity, the Gospel instructs us in the preferential 

8 respect due to the poor and the special situation they have in sooiety: the more 

9 fortunate should renounce some of their rights so as to place their goods more 

10 generously at the service of others. If, beyond legal rules, there is really no 

11 deeper feeling of respect 'for and service to others, then even equality before the 

12 law can serve as an alibi for flagrant discrimination, continued exploitat~on and 

13 actual contempt ~" (23) 

14 6. Participating in the Decision-Making Process. The best way to make 

15 e.nergy policy fair is to ensure that a broad range of groups and individuals with 

16 differing opinions take part in formulating it. Even local energy decisions often 

17 involve danger to life and health, and the national ones can have major economic 

18 effects and can help determine the patterns of power in society. The stakes are 

19 too high both practically and morally for the ordinary citizen to ignore the 

20 processes through. which such decisions are reached. 

21 Given the inequalities that pervade American society, fairness may also 

22 require active assistance to those whose voice is rarely heard in policy discussions. 

23 Pope Paul's words in Justice in The World describe the situation well: "Unless 

24 . combatte~ and overcome by social and pol~tical action, the influence of the new 

25 industrial and technological order favors the. concentration of wealth, power and 

26 decision-making in the hands of a small public or private controlling group. Economic 

27 justice and laCK of social participation keep a person from attaining basic human 

28 and civil rights." (9) 
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1 The principle of subsidiarity, as outlined in Quadragesimo Anno and 

2 reaffirmed in Mater et Magistra. is relevant to any discussion of citizen partici-

3 pation. In general terms, the principle holds that social functions that can be 

4 performed by ·an individual should not be transferred to a group. and that functions 

5 that can be performed by a smaller "collectivity" (the local community. for example) 

6 should not be transferred to a larger "collectivity" (state or. at the next stage, 

7 federal government). Pope Pius XI gave the reason: "Inasmuch as every social 

8 activity should, by its very nature, prove a help to members of the body social, 

9 it should never destroy or absorb them." (Quoted in Mater et Magistra, 53) In 

10 order for energy decisions to be broadly based. they must be taken in accessible 

11 forums. 

12 Commitment 

13 Because these principles are general, different people will reach 

14 different conclusions when applying them, say, to the . impli~ations of using nuclear 

15 power or burning more coal. The element of individual judgment remains critical. 

16 In the same way, while the principles give food f or reflection, they cannot move 

17 anyone to take Christian morality seriously in grappling with energy issues. That 

18 is a matter of faith, a matter of religious commitment. 

19 Our redemption makes us capable of seeking just, generous and loving 

20 solutions to the problems we face. But we are too sinful. too given to selfishness, 

21 to pursue this difficult search without a conviction that all humanity is one in 

22 Christ. Pope John urged his readers in Pacem in Terris "in the light of their 

23 Christian faith and led by love, to ensure that the various institutions --whether 

24 economic, social, cultural, or political in purpose--will . be such as . to 

25 facilitate or render less arduous humanity's self-perfection in both the natural 

26 order and the supernatural. 11 ·(146) Jesus, in St. John's account, spoke more simply: 

27 

28 

As the Father has loved me, 
So I hav'e loved you. 
Live on in my love. 

.. 
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You 'will live in my love 
If you keep my commandments, 
Even as I have kept my Father's commandments 
And live fn his love. 
All this I tell you 
That my joy may be yours 
And your joy may be complete. 
This is my commandment: 
Love one another 
As I have loved you. (In. 15:9-12) 

7 III. MAKING THE TRANSITION: SOURCES OF ENERGY 

P2ge 9 

8 As annoying as they may be, gas lines and t~porary crips in the supply 

9 pipeline are not the "energy crisis." Even our reliance on oil imports is only cne 

10 element in "the crisis. The fundamental problem, simply put, is the need "to effect 

11 a transition from primary dependence on oil and natural gas to primary dependence 

12 on something else in the fairly near future. 

13 From the moral perspective just presented, it makes a great deal of difference 

14 how this transition is handled and where it leads. Will the development of alterna-

15 tive ~ources of energy contribute to a just society in which ~cces"s to the necessities 

16 of life is universal? Will it help mitigate the c~nturies-old pattern of trading 

17 economic development for environmental degradation? Can it be a creative force in 

18 shapiQg a more hopeful future than the world seems to face today? In the remaining 

19 years of this century, th~ decisions will be made that answer these questions for 

20 better or worse. 

21 Conventional Oil and Natural Gas 

22 This nation will not wean itself overnight from oil and n"atural gas. 

23 . ,Great disruptions "Would result if it tried. America moves on petroleum; with minor 

24 ~xceptions. our entire transportation system is bound to it. M~reover, large-scale 

25 technologies cannot use any substitute energy source except coal or nuclear fission, 

26 and conversion takes time and money. 

27 
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1 Not only will the United States continue to burn conventional o il and gas, 

2 it will continue to trade on the world oil market. Ideally . this trade is good. 

3 If governed by fair cooperative arrangement s between oil producers and importers. 

4 it serves as a reminder of the interdependence of nations and benefits all. As 

5 noted above, though. many considerations make a, sharp decrease in our use of 

6 foreign oil desirable. Such a step can even be seen as an act of justice toward 

) importing countries sturggling to develop their economies. S 

B 6 American imports have dropped significantly . since 19.77. and there seems 

9 to be room for further improvement. While domestic oil production may have peaked, 

10 for example. industry will keep searching for new strikes and employ new tec.hniques 

11 for forcing more fuel from old wells. However. given the certainty that our resources 

12 are finite, an overemphasis on production hardly seems an appropriate long-term 

13 response to the energy situation. Why pursue a policy that guarantees the early 

14 exhaustion of domestic supplies, especially when oi l has certain uses (in the pro-

IS duct ion of pharmaceu~icals. for instance) that would be very difficult to replace? 

16 Without ignoring the need to produce for toda~'s demand, it is prudent to begin 

17 identifying an alternative, or a mix of alternatives. immediately. As long as 

18 oil remains our primary fuel, we are on a collision course with nature . 

19 Conservation 

20 What to do in this dilemma? Our response comes quickly to mind. Pope 

21 John Paul. in an address . to the Pontifical Commission on Justice and Peace in 1978, 

22 said that "Christians will want to be in the vanguard in favoring ways of life that 
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1 decisively break with a frenzy of consumerism. exhau~ting and joyless." Sadly, 

2 few Americans take such exhortations to heart, and fewer still think of energy when 

3 they think-of consumerism. Yet all people of good will do have a positive duty to 

4 conserve energy under the conditions prevailing in the nation and the world. 

5 The content of this duty will vary from in~ividual to individual, depending 

6 on their health, their economic status and other circumstances. For example, older 

7 people who set their thermostats too low run the risk of illness or death from a 

8 gradual decline in body temperature (accidental hypothermia). Those who live outside 

9 metropolitan areas do not have the option of switching to mass trans~t systems to 

10 get to work. Poor people are. not in a position to weatherize their homes out of 

11 their own pockets. Conservation is a matter of judgment. informed by a lively 

12 conscience. 

13 The recent downturn in gasoline sales and slowed growth in demand for 

14 electricity give solid cause for hope.
7 

{Savings in these two areas are particularly 

15 significant, since gasoline consumption directly affects our import problem and 

16 electrical generation is the least efficient way to use fossil fuels.} It will be 

17 up to ordinary men and women to make sure that the momentum for con~ervation is not 

18 dissipated. Most of us can take some of the small but important steps to save energy 

19 that citizens' groups, government agencies· and others are constantly proposing. 

20 A striking statistic illustrates the dimensions of the opportunity before us: more 

21 than ten percent of all the oil the entire world consumes each day vanishes into the 

22 tanks of American cars. 8 

23 Relatively minor adjustments in the way we live can have only a limited 

24 impact, of course • . For one thing, they effect only the 30 percent of total energy 

25 use assignable to personal consumption. The greatest potential for conservation may 

26 lie in the industrial sector, through "cogenerating" electricity with process heat, 

27 recycling discarded materials, phasing in more energy-efficient equipment and 

28 procedures, and so on. State and federal governments can offer incentives for such 
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1 innovations where sound economics does not dictate them. Government can also 

2 stimulate other wide-ranging improvements in America's use of energy. For example, 

3 it can establish stFingent performance standards for automobiles, buildings and 

4 other products; institute weatherization programs (thereby creating job oppor-

5 tunities as well); and, in general, guide the country in an orderly and sensible 

6 conservation effort." 

7 Some shy away from the need to conserve energy because it connotes sacrifice. 

8 That is hardly an appropriate response for followers of the Man of the Cross. And 

9 indeed, it makes little sense from any viewpoint. A barrel of oil that is not 

10 burned today is avai~able for tomorrow; every act of conservation brightens our 

11 chances of making a smooth transition to reliance on alternative supplies of energy. 

12 Conversely, a rejection of small sacrifices today could enforce large sacrifices 

13 tomorrow. It is not yet clear whether Americans will have to accept fundamental 

14 changes like abandoning inefficient suburban housing and shopping centers accessible 

15 only by car for efficient central-city apartments and stores served by mass transit. 

16 But such changes ~re certainly more likely to .be necessary if we bury our heads in 

17 the sand. 

18 Coal 

19 Of course, conservation only saves oil; it cannot replace it. The leading 

20 short-term alternative to oil. excluding the transportation sector, appears to be 

21 coal. About 75 percent of the coal we now consume goes to make electricity, with 

22 most of the rest. consigned to industrial boilers. 9 America has abundant reserves,lO 

23 so greatly increasing coal production would help take the burden off oil and gas and, 

24 from a supply angle at least, ease our energy problems. Because the technology 

25 surrounding coal use is well-developed, it could become the key transitional fuel, 
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1 bridging the gap betwf',en petroleum and renewable energy ~ources. 

2 However, the advantages of accelerated coal production must be evaluated 

3 in the light of some very serious disadvantages. As the , Appalachian bishops' 

4 pastoral statement This Land Is Home to Me points o'ut, the history of coal is a 

5 tale of sweat, of suffering, of bloody , con~lict, of disease, o~ early death. Ev'en 

6 today, miners lose their lives in accidents and black lung remains a crippling 

7 curse. More coal for power plants could mean more paill for those who dig it. New 

8 mining also threatens disruption for the residents of local communities that become 

9 overnight "boomtowns." The economic and social health of some small towns and cit-ies 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

has already been shattered, and these places may be b~azing a sad trail that many 

others will follow. 

Environmental considerations loom large. First, strip mining has heavily 

damaged land and poisoned water supplie~ in the past; experience will tell whether 

recently enacted federal law can effectively halt this devastation. ' Second, burning 

coal releases huge amounts of sulphur and nitrogen oxides and 'other p~llutan.ts into 

the atmosphere. ' The oxides combine with water ' in complex .ways to create "acid rain," 

which has been s hown to wipe out fish populations in lakes and is suspected of 

. 11 
damaging some crops. More importantly, air pollution poses a danger to human 

12 
health, killing thousands of people every year. 

The use of coal (and other fossil fuels as well) has been associated in 

recent scientific investigation with a darker, more shadowy threat than mining 

accidents or pollution. Combus tion releases carbon dioxide, and a build-up of this 

gas over time could affect temperatures world-wide in ways that are difficult to 

predict. Such a phenomenon could cause significant climatic changes, jeopardize 

food supplies by altering growing conditions in agri.cultural areas, perhaps even 

trigger catastrophic flooding by melting parts of the polar ice caps. No one is 

sure how great an increase in C~2 levels would be necessary t o ~roduce such conse-

quences, or if they would happen at all. But it would be the height of folly to tamper 
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I in ignorance with the ecology of the entire planet.
13 

2 Unlike the question of conservation, the question of increased coal use 

3 does not present the Christian with a clear moral choice. As with many other issues 

4 related to energy, there are many gaps and uncertainties in the facts about coa l. 

5 How great a risk does atmospheric carbon dioxide imply? What elements in air 

6 pollution are most "toxic? How dangerous ~ill contaminated rain be at higher levels 

7 of acidity? Moreover, the facts change over time. Until now. neither voluntary 

8 compliance nor the federal effort to require pollution abatement has been notably 

9 14 successful. However. coal's supporters note that future power plants will be 

10 designed to conform to rigorous emission s tandards and that promising new techniques 

11 to remove sulphur during combust"ion are being developed. The basis for moral judgment 

12 will shift as our knowledge of the effects of coal burning improves. 

13 The present state of affairs certainly calls for caution in accepting a 

14 more prominent role for coal in America's future. The Church cannot ignore the 

15 benefits coal offers; it is an energy "cus hion" which the average person might 

16 one day be very glad to have. But neither can the Church ignore the attendant 

17 dangers to human health and the environment. If a commitment to coal is made. it 

18 should be balanced by a simultaneous commitment to improved mine safety and strict 

19 ecological and community protection standards. To act otherwise is to seek a just 

20 end through unjust means. 

21 Geothermal Energy 

22 Policy decisions concerning coal use cannot be taken in a vacuum, of course; 

23 it is necessary to consider the alternatives. Clearly, the already existing tech-

24 nologies that could be employed in coalls place raise problems of their own. Geo-

25 thermal generating plants have been suggested as one substitute for coal-fired 

26 facilities, since in theory geothe~al energy reserves are very extensive. But the 

27 contribution steam and water from the earth can make to our energy supply is limited 
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1 by the fact that they can be tapped only in certain locations. They also entail heavy 

2 economic and environmental costs. Research into the possibility of drawing on geo-

3 pressurized zones and on hot dry rock and magma formations may ~xpand the potential 

4 of geothermal in the next few decades. IS 

5 Nuclear Fission 

6 A more developed alternative to coal for electrical generation is nuclear 

7 fission, wh.ich is based on a domestic resource {uranium} and could provide energy 

8 for a very long time if the breeder reactor were per.fected on a commercial scale. 

9 America already has a functioning nuclear indus try, with some 70 plants in operation 

10 and another 90 under construction or cleared for construction.
16 

Fission produces 

11 about 12 percent of our electricity nationwide .
17 

The issue with atomic energy, 

12 then, is not whether to use it. but whether to continue using it or, as in the case 

13 of coal, to use more of it. 

14 Nuclear power has been aptly described as standtng at the center of ~n 

15 . 1 18 1ncomp ete system. ·The by-products of fission are potentially deadly radioactive 

16 wastes. These high-level wastes must be totally isolated from the environment for 

17 about 1,000 years, and scientists disagree on whether that is possible in all cases. 19 

18 There are also unresolved ·safety questions in the operation of nuclear plants, as the 

19 20 1979 accident at Three Mile Island forcefully demonstrated. The effects . of low-

20 level radiation on uranium miners and others is the subject of intense and confusing 

21 debate. Finally, the spread of nuclear technology here and .abroad raises the specter 

22 

23 

.21 of nuclear arms prol1feration. 

As everyone knows, atomic energy is fiercely controversial. Many uncertain-

24 ties surround this terribly complex technology. and both pro- and .anti - nucleaT 

25 advocates seem prone to exaggerated claims, creating an atmosphere in which rational 

26 public discussion is difficult. Under these circumstances, it is hardly surprising 

27 that individuals disagree in good faith on the course national policy should pursue. 
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1 Some favor shutting down existing nuclear plants, others press for a moratorium on 

2 licensing or construction, still others op t for continuing to build new reactors 

3 while working to solve the problems implicit in the fission fuel cycle. 

4 This controversy. which has beEm conducted largely in moral terms. will 

5 persist. It should be dominated by a concern for human life, both now and in the 

6 future, and by a desire to mold a just society where everyone has access to the 

7 necessities. According to one viewpoint. these principles support the continued 

8 development of nuclear energy. since abandoning it promises to be painful. Those 

9 who would close plants or forbid new ones must consider how the power loss is to be 

10 made up. Where essential services are concerned. it is not enough to refer vaguely 

11 t o conservation measures and solar technologies that may never materialize.
22 

12 Without discounting this argument. it is useful to note that nuclear power's 

13 share in electrical generation, though substantial, is not overwhelming. There is 

14 still time to reverse our commitment to atomic energy through careful planning . 

15 While nuclear energy is not evil in itself. it can do great evil. It must therefore 

16 be approached with the gravest reservations. The consequences of a core meltdown 

17 or the theft of weapons-grade material could be catastrophic, far outweighing any 

18 good society might derive from the electricity the atom can supply. In the same way, 

19 we must question the overall wisdom of cooperati~g in the spread of nuclear technology 

20 through the world, despite the fact that many foreign nations appear to want this 

21 technology. Finally, the effect that hundreds of nuclear plants and their stored 

22 wastes may have on our descendants must be taken into account. If they are to prevail , 

23 the defenders of nuclear power must be able to demonstrate its safety beyond 

24 reasonable doubt. 

25 Because of the risks involved, people's right to participate democratically 

26 in decisions that affect them deserves special emphasis where atomic energy is con-

27 cerned. The average person has the opportunity to vote for government off iCials, to 

28 speak up at public hearings, and the like. But some states have turned to a more 
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direct and potentially more inclusiv~ inst"rument for registering citizen opinion: 

the referendum. If referenda were widely held on such questions as the operation of 

: : . 
plants or the disposal of wastes, the outline of a national concensus on nuclear 

power might emerge. At the same time, referenda would provoke orderly public debate. 

23 
helping dispell the mythology and reduce the tensions that cloud the nuclear issue. 

Synthetic Oil and Gas 

Electricity. of course, is only one form of energy, and it is suited only to 

certain tasks. Our immediate fuel crisis is largely a liquid fuel crisis centered 

on transportation. As a result, the federal government is giving considerable 

attention to synthetic oil and gas derived from coal, oil shale. biomass and other 

hydrocarbons. The United 

from which synthetics can 

States apparently has massive stores of raw materials 

24 
be made. ~urthermore, the corporations that trade in 

conventional oil and gas can both produce and market synthetic fuels, using techniques 

related to those they presently employ. 

The major emphasis today i ,5 on produc~s synthesized from coal and shale. 

Unfortunately, most of the human and environmental problems associated with accel-

erated coal combustion apply in varying degrees to the liquefaction and gasification 

. 25 
processes under consideration. Manufacturing these substances also requires 

great quantities of water. ' In semi-arid Western states, public officials might face 

some very hard choices between water for coal conversion and water for agriculture 

and home use. 

Clearly, the moral concerns mentioned in connection with burning coal are 

relevant here as well. A serious disruption of our transportation system in the 

future could have a disastrous effect on millions of people and threaten the stability 

of the entire economy. However, the legitimate need to find a replacement liquid 

27 fuel should not make us less vigilant in protecting human life and the environment. 

28 We will pay a price for fossil-derived synthetics, perhaps a heavy one. It would be 
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I irresponsible not to weigh the risks very seriously, and to examine any promising 

2 alternative technology, before embarking on a massive "synfuels" program. 

3 Proceeding with due care should not cause excessive delay. At present, the 

4 United States has no commerical synthetic fuel plants. Although the practicality 

5 of several liquefaction and gasification technologies has been demonstrated on a 

6 relatively small scale, further research will be required to develop the most 

26 
7 desirable methods and to make sure that large-scale production is feasible. While 

8 the economic and technical questions surrounding synthetic fuel production are being 

9 settled, we should study its other implications as well, both for our own people 

10 and those of other countries. We will probably discover that we can have a synthetics 

11 industry. We must then decide whether we should have one. 

12 Solar Power 

13 Because they present such severe difficulties, one cannot help viewing most 

It. energy sources with a touch of apprehension. By contrast, the general reaction to 

15 solar power is hope. * The sun is an inexhaustible source of energy for a variety 

16 of purposes. In general terms, solar power's effects on people and the environment 

17 27 are relacively benign. Some small solar devices are appropriate for use 

18 in developing as well as developed countries, so by perfecting the relevant 

19 technology we would be rendering the whole human family a precious service. Most 

20 importantly, solar power can help open the way to permanent energy security, pointing 

21 beyond the end of fossil fuels. 

22 But the nature of hope is that it focuses on something yet to be realized. 

23 With the sole exception of hydro.electric generation, the rewards of solar power lie 

24 mainly in the future. Moreover, because most solar technologies are still in an 

25 *The term "solar power" includes energy from the sun; from wind, wave and 

26 falling water; and from biomass. 
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1 early stage of development, it is extremely difficult to predict their potential 

2 or. indeed, the unforeseen problems they may present. This accounts for much of 

3 the controversy surrounding energy from the sun . The value of pursuing the s olar 

4 option is not in serious dispute. But analysts disagree vehemently on when various 

6 

7 

solar devices will come into general use and how strohg a contribution they will 

28 
make, individua11y and colle.ctively. to our energy supply. 

The matter of timing is critical in a discussion of the transition period 

8 ,·; from oil and natural gas to alternative sources--roughly, the next twenty or thirty 

9 years. Again, few would deny that the sun may provide a significant share of our 

10 power in the long run. Will it prove practical in the short run? The way different 

11 people answer this question helps determine their attitude not only toward solar 

12 but also toward the energy sources solar is intended to replace or supplement. 

13 How quickly scientists and engineers can dev~lop solar systems is a technical 

14 issue that does not invite moral reflection. However, two related consiqer8tions 

15 deserve stress. First, energy is a tool for fulfilling essential human needs. No , 

16 energy policy is just which fails to meet these needs; that is the fundamental 

17 requirement. Those who question the near-term effectiveness of some solar devices, 

18 therefore, raise a legitimate concern. Second, solar energy, because it is renewable 

19 and generally benign, possesses key · a~vantages over the rest of the field. It follows 

20 that energy planners, while making sure that essential needs are served, should favor 

21 the development of selected solar technologies, offering generous public incentives 

22 where private initiative is inadequate to guarantee their rapid advance. 

23 -. Active and passive systems for space and water heating are the leading 

24 ·· direct solar application.s. Unfortunately, despite substantial governmerit subsidies 

25 for installing these systems in homes and businesses, they remain beyond the reach 

26 of the poor. Even· affluent people should exercise due care in purchasing 

27 equipment whose performance is . relatively untried . Nevertheless, solar heating is 

28 the likeliest vehicle for ushering in a solar a~e.29 Its benefits will increase as 

29 the price of fossil fuels rise, and it can provide an invaluable buffer against 
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1 interruptions in oil supply. 

2 On the basis of continuing research, the prospects seem go.od for using solar 

3 radiation to produce other forms of ene.rg:r- besides heat. Photovoltaics, the direct 

4 conversion of sunlight into electricity with silison cells, may be ~xtremely 

30 
5 important to a society so thorou.ghly electrified as ours is. .Mention has already 

6 been made of biomass (non-fossilized organic materials ranging from garbage to crop 

7 residues to trees to manure) as a feedstock for synthetic liquids and gases. If one 

8 or more of the conversion techniques under study prove successful on a commercial 

9 scale, t ·he outlook for solving our transportation fuel problem could brighten 

31 
10 considerably. 

11 Support for biomass conversion must be qualified, however. The creation of 

12 large "energy farms" featu~ing fast-growing plants destined for the factory could 

13 cause serious erosion and water pollution problems. Planning should include steps 

14 to minimize these effects. More dangerous is the t .rend, now well-established, 

15 toward fermenting alcohol from grain for gasohol. Conscience cries out . against 

16 this practice. How can we just.ify appropriating food to drivE". our cars when hundreds 

17 
32 

of millions of people daily face the struggle for survival? Fuel alcohol can be 

18 produced, and should only be produced, from materia1~ without food value. 

19 Perspectives 

20 Although it is necessary for analyt.ical purposes to separate one energy 

21 source from another, they are intertwined as closely as threads in a tapestry. 

22 Because oil and natural gas are such versatile fuels. replacing them requires broad 

23 adjustments across the entire energy spectrum. Moreover, changing the role one 

24 source plays in supplying America's energy has an impact on the role alternative 

25 sources play. Increasing the use of coal fo~ electric~ty generation, for example, 

26 might well have any or all of the following consequences: decreasing the 'need for 

27 nuclear power; retarding the development of photovoltaics; ret~rding research on 
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1 new ways to tap geothermal energy; and impeding (through production and transpor-

2 tation bottlenecks) the rapid establishment of a synthetic fuels industry. When 

3 one adds to this the further complications connected with human health and the 

4 environment, the impossibility of isolating one aspect of the energy situation 

5 becomes clear. Wise decisions can only come from maintaining perspective on 

6 the whole. 

7 Humility also has a particular value in the dehate over energy sources. 

8· The hallmarks of the field seem to be uncertainty and change. Experts work with 

9 · educated guesses as to demand, supply and the timing of both .. Furthermore, we 

10 cannot see very clearly over the rim of the century. There may be unanticipated 

11 progress in .fusion research. or hydrogen research · or energy storage capacity or 

12 some other technology that shifts the range of choices. While these considerations 

13 must not be allowe4 to paralyze ener.gy planning, they should serve to keep it 

14 undogmatic. 

15 The most valuable perspective. of all, of course, comes from giving moral 

16 and ethical stand~rds the attention they deserve. How shall we choose the energy 

17 sources we rely on, and how shall we handle them once chosen? The Church must 

18 answer: "as creatures and as fellow creatures." The love of God .and the love 

19 . of humanity must guide us if we are not to injure ourselves in the search for 

20 energy security. 

21 IV. MAKING THE TRANSITION: ENERGY DISTRIBUTION AND CONTROL 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

The national debate is not exclusively a discus.sion of where our energy 

will come from. It also includes examining the structures that control the flow 

of energy through American society and of the uses to which energy is . ~ltimately 

put. The Church's interest in these topics is quite straightforward. To the 

extent that energy is necessary for human life ~nd health, and for life with 

di~nity, access to it is a ~atter of justice. Institutions and energy policies 

that fail to take human need sufficiently into account can violate rights which 
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1 the Church , in its eagerness to conform the temporal order to Christ, must defend. 

2 In doing so, it both espouses the common good and reaffirms its special sense of 

3 identity with the poor. 

4 The Distribution of Energy 

5 Late in 1980, the Congress of the United States appropriated $2 billion 

6 to help low-income people pay their fuel bills . Some question the adequacy of 

7 this funding. Others see the need for government aid as an indictment of the 

8 economic system that produced the need in the first place. Whatever its precise 

9 implications, the legislation makes a t~o-pronged statement about our society. It 

10 acknowledges the fact that the days of cheap and plentiful power are over. It also 

11 acknowledges society's responsibility to respond by making sure that the poor are 

12 not denied necessities. Just as food stamps are an attempt to deal with the 

13 problem of inequitable food distribution, this assistance is an attempt to deal 

14 with inequitable energy distribution. 

15 If anything, the problem is likely to get worse. Our oil supply system 

16 is so vulnerable to disruption that we must expect a series of spot shortages 

17 33 
and/or price increases in the future. The price of oil, in turn, will draw 

18 the price of other fuels upward, magnifying the eft"ects of rising construction 

19 costs, high interest rates and general inflation. These conditions, devastating 

20 to the poor, will progressively squeeze other groups of Americans as well. 

21 There are basically two ways to allocate energy among all its possible 

22 users and uses. The first is reliance on the marketplace, tem~ered perhaps by 

23 the social conscience 'of individual companies. The value of such an approach is 

24 that it accurately reflects the full . cost of energy to each individual and the 

25 economy as a whole, and presumably encourages conservation. Its primary dis-

26 advantage is that some people and some activities lose out in the competition 

27 for energy supplies. When money ' is the only consideration, more affluent citizens 

28 can maintain ~ven their most 'frivolous amusements while "their poorer neighbors 
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1 go without fuel for heating and cooking. 

2 The second approach to energy allocation is through government fiat. Public 

·:3 officials. either alone or in cooperaiion with ·the private sector. choose the 

"4 activities and 'classes of citizens that are to receive help in obtaining energy 

5 and decide what form this aid is to take . This method allows for comprehensive 

6 planning which protects ·the interests of all members of society. However, it 

7 involves a degree of government intervention ,in private decision-making that 

'8 many people find offensive. 

9 The United States has chosen to combine elements of both these approaches 

10 in dealing with the energy situation. For example, the 'federal government is in 

11 the process of decontrolling oil and natural gas prices. At the same time, it is' 

12 giving the poor some help and trying to spread part of the bene,fits of decontrol 

13 by means of the "windfall profits tax. If 

14 Christians 'will differ on how to justly distribute energy supplies, but 

15 principle will lea4- them to agree on ~ertain goal,s. Even as they offer a neigh-

16 borly hand to distressed individuals in their own communities, they will back 

17 public energy assistance for all, low-income people offered in a spirit of respect 

18 for the recipients' dignity. They will not be content, indeed, unless such aid 

19 completely offsets price increases attribut~ble directly or ~ndirectly to decontrol. 

20 It is manifestly unfair that the poor should have to spend an ever gre~ter per-

21 centage of their meager income on necessary power as a result of measures aimed 

22 at cutting ~xcess consumption. 

23 Government assistance should take other forms besides simple payments. 

24 Money used ~or fuel is immediately helpful. but it does nothing to . improve one's 

25 long-range situation. Substantial funding should also be invested in weatherizing 

26 the homes of low-income p~ople and. where feasible. in installing solar heating 

27 _" equipment.. ~rther, governme~t should work with ut~lity companies to bri':'1g about 

28 ' .th.e: adoption of rate str~ctures that protect the iI).terests of. the poor. 34 
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1 Steps must be taken to ensure that in times of shortage the e~.sential 

2 functions of society do not falter for lack of fuel. Authorities on all levels 

3 should perfect contingency plans for supplying 'energy to farms, to health facilities. 

4 to basic transportation systems, and to other elements in the social fabric that 

5 are most important for sustaining life and health. In the absence of such plans, 

6 the disruption that a major crisis would cause could explode into chaos. 

7 

8 Concern for the poor and for essential services take priority in designing 

9 strategies for energy' d~str'ibution because they involve necessities. Beyond that. 

10 the standard must be equity. To take a concrete illustration, there is nearly 

11 unanimous agreement that the United States should move to free itself from dangerous 

12 dependence on imported oil. The common good this move would serve is the good of 

13 the whole human race, given the threat of nuclear war. Obviously, however, cut-

14 backs in oil could have significant implications for energy distribution, both in 

15 terms of access and ,price. The burden of such a policy must be fairly _shared. 

16 The rich must not be permitted to use their wealth to avoid the sacrifice required 

17 of the average citizen . 

18 The Control of Eners y 

19 The energy industry is domina-ted by very l arge companies, ranging from the 

20 oil "maj ors" to the utilities that supply electricity. Moreover, many of the 

21 strongest corporations have substantial interests' in more than one energy source.
3S 

22 This concentration of economic power has become increasingly controversial. 

23 Public discussion of the role at the great oil companies illustrates the 

24 point best . Undeniably, our rapid economic development has been based in large 

25 part on the availability of cheap energy. The argument can be made that industry 

26 concentration was necessary to achieve this end, that it would have been impossible 

27 to obtain the requisite supply of oil and natural gas from domestic and foreign 

28 wells, transport it, refine it, distribute it and sell it at ' low prices unless 
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1 vast resources were invested in a few corporations. If this prem~se is granted, 

2 the c01npanies plausibly claim somE!: credit for America I swell-being . 

3 On the other hand, many stress the harm these firms have done. Concentra-

4 tion in the oil industry, critics say, has led to profiteering and monopolistic 

5 pric,ing policies, to the exploitation of people ,and of nature's gifts, and to the 

6 creation of a power structure that undermines democratic ideals. In this view, 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

our material progress has been won at the expense of other nations, which have 

36 
been denied fair access to humanity's common heritage, the riches of the earth. 

This debate, as it applies to the oil companies or to other components of 

the energy industry, involves enormous complexities that cannot be analyzed here. 

It is worth noting, however, that since the publication of Rerum Novarum in 1891 

the Catholic Church has warned against the dangers of unbridled capitalism.
37 

Concentrated economic power is as much a threat to individual liberty as cone en-

14 trated political power where necessities are concerned. In theory, any corporations 

15 that controlled the food supply or the clothing supply or, in modern societies, the 

16 energy supply could, in the absence of regulation, do what they pleased with the 

17 consumer. Their decisions could mean life or death for those unable to pay the price. 

18 In fact, no corporation has such power in America' today, and a great many 

19 are run by good people who reject unethical practices. There have been serious 

20 abuses, however. In recent years, people have frozen in their homes because the 

21 firms that supplied their heating fuel cut them off for failing to pay their bills.
38 

22 While it is true that a business cannot continue to operate--cannot supply fuel to 

23 anyone--if customers default, cold weather cutoffs are never justified. Whenever 

., 
24 companies in any industry employ such extreme tactics, human dignity is most brutally 

25 violated, by a system if not by an individual agent. 

26 The development of ~ertain solar technologies offers a limited but real 

27 opportunity for counteracting the undesirable effects of concentration. Clearly, 

28 the need for large, centralized, impersonal production and distribution facilities 
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1 will not fade away. But if solar heating systems proliferate as expected, and 

2 other small-scale devices prove reliable and affordable, substantial decentrali-

3 
39 zation could occur. Movement in this direction would insulate the average person 

4 --even the poor if installation funds were availabl e-- against the harm that complete 

5 reliance on outside sources of power can cause. The homeowner with an array of 

6 solar cells on the roof of a passive solar house, the farmer with a windmill and 

7 equipment for distilling fuel alcohol from crop residues or waste, the tenant with 

8 a safe wood stove would have a measure of control over their lives that most 

9 Americans now lack. 

10 Decentralization through solar power could also have an important side 

11 benefit. While analysts disagree on the relationship between energy policy and 

12 
40 

employment, the installation of small-scale solar devices in homes and businesses 

13 is· by nature a labor-intensive activity. It should lead to the creation of new jobs, 

14 especially when combined with efforts to properly weatherize the buildings where 

15 solar power is used. 

16 There are more direct ways to guard against potential and actual abuses of 

17 power than purchasing solar units. One, of course, is government regulation. Another 

18 was briefly mentioned in the discussion of nuclear power: citizen participation in 

19 the decision- making process. Whether it is a question of expressing their views on 

20 the risks associated with nuclear fission or some other energy source, or helping 

21 ensure that corporate actions respect human needs, people have every right to 

22 intervene democratically when energy policy is formed and implemented. 

23 What form might such interventions take? With respect to energy companies 

24 themselves, they . could range frOm orderly protests to testimony at public hearings 

25 to consumer representation on corporate boards. They could also include advocacy in 

26 the political arena aimed at influencing the content of legislation or regulation. 

27 The possibilities are as varied as the institutions that control energy in this 

28 country. 
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1 Generally speaking, the smaller the entity responsible for a particular 

2 decision--state rather than federal government, local distributor rather than 

3 multi-national corporation--the better chance an informed citizenry has of affecting 

4,,' ito Some policies must be made on the highest levels; only Washington, for exmaple, 

~ . >. can commit the nation to greatly increase.d coal producti'o'n. Nevertheless, those 

6 holding authority in the public and private sectors should be constantly looking 

7 for ways to center energy decision-making as near the grassroots as ~ossible. 

8 , While adopt'ing this course might lessen efficiency, it should produce results 

9,~ more satisfactory to the people and, ult'imately. to the institutions that serve them. 

10 The Problem of Systemic Evil 

11 Most socioeconomic systems are established for worthy purposes. However, 

12 in a world made imperfect by sin, problems inevitably arise in their application. 

13 Obeying some law of institutional inertia, these systems tend t.o perpetuate them-

14 selves, and the· evil they do is tolerated for the sake of the good. Partly for 

15 this reason, the status quo never lacks defenders and reformers never lack zeal. 

16 Certainly, the control and distribution of energy in America to4ay occasions 

17 as much structural sin as any major feature of our national life. Some corporat i ons 

18 neglect or deny their .. social responsibilities~ government sometimes acts without 

19 due regard for the common good, and pressur~ groups relentles~ly pursue their 
...... 

20 narrow' goals ' in defiance of others' legitimate concerns. Righteous cries are 

21 heard on all sides, often disguising mean self-interest. 

22 People who seek justice must do their best to sort out the evil from the 
.' 

23 good. and act on their perceptions. Obviously. this will not end controversy; it 
.~. 

24 may at times have the opposite effect. But by approaching the debate in a certain 

25 spirit--again, as creatures and as fellow creatures--~e elevate it. We also 

26 increase the likelihood that it will lead one day to a broad consensus, since 

27 sound conclusions flow from sound premises. 

28 
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1 V. CONCLUSION 

2 The word "energy" appears only a handful of times in ,papal or conciliar 

3 documents, and even these scant references have little application to the current 

4 discussion in the United States. That is hardly surprising. Pope Paul VI, corn­

S menting on social justice in A Call to Action, said: "There is of course a wide 

6 diversity among the situations in which Christians .. find themselves according 

7 to regions, sociopolitical systems and cUltures." Therefore, "it is up to the 

8 Christian communities to analyze with objectivity the situation which is proper 

9 to their own country. to shed on it the light of the Gospel's unalterable words 

10 and to draw principles of reflection, norms of judgment and directives for action 

11 from the social teaching of the Church. . . It is up to these Christian commun-

12 ities... to discern the options and commitments which are called for in order 

13 to bring about the social, political and economic changes seen in many cases to 

14 be urgently needed. II (4) 

15 The Catholic Christian community in America, as part of the larger religious 

16 community and in association with all people of good will, faces a most challenging 

17 task in dealing with energy. Some matters are fairly clear: the primacy of serving 

18 huu:an needs, the duty of conserving energy wisely, the desirability of responsibly 

19 developing renewable energy sources, to name a few. However, many of the central 

20 questions 1n the energy field are hard to define, much less to answer. The present 

'. 

21 statement, therefore, constitutes an inVitation, not a pronouncement--an invitation to 

22 further study, to conscientious judgment, to prudent action at all levels. The 

23 Catholic Christian community should be a continuous presence in the energy debate 

24 as long as issues so closely touching the welfare of humanity go unresolved. 

25 It should be present through Catholic parishes, which can act to save 

26 energy in their own buildings, reach out to the poor, educate adults and children~ 

27 and provide means for people to organize for advocacy. It should be present 

28 through Catholic schools, which can emphasize the link between · science and morality. 
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1 It should be present through Catholic seminaries and novitiates. which can prepare 

2 priests and religious to approach matters of social j s utice with informed sensitivity. 

3 It should be present through Catholic organizations, which can highlight the moral 

4 dimensions of energy policy in many ways, convening meetings of inter.ested scientists. 

5 ~ponsoring energy-related projects, aiding the work of appropriate American and 

6 international bodies, and so on. It should be present thorugh participation in 

7 interfaith groups and compatible secular coalitions, which can broaden support for 

8 laudable goals. Finally, the Catholic community should be present through Catholic 

9 people of every calling who are willing to grapple with energy ~ssues with moral 

10 insight and commi~ment . 

11 The fundamental message these individuals ?nd groups and institutions ~il1 

12 bring to the nation is that the Catholic viewpoint on energy. the Christian viewpoint 

13 on ene~gy, is different from the perspective of the producer who cares nothing for 

14 the consumer or the consumer who ignores the producer's rights. It is a viewpoint 

15 that recognizes the transition to alternative sources of energy as a movement in 

16 history, a link between episodes in the dev·elopmen.t of civilization. In this 

17 movement lies creative potential for promoting human solidarity, for shaping what 

18 in Jesus' eyes. would be a better world. Only through steadfast loyalty t o a dream 

19 of justice can we bring that world to birth--as c reatures and as f ·ellow creatures. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24. 

25 

26 

27 

28 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. Dr. V. Paul Kenney, Professor of Physics at the University of Notre Dame, 
served as technical consultant to the USCC Subcommittee on Energy. He 
comments, "Estimation of oil and gas reserves is more art than science , 

2. 

but it seems likely that we passed our domestic peak about 1970 and that 
world production will pass its peak between 1990 and 1995." A well-respected 
study concludes: HEven if imports of oil were maintained at the 1976 level 
of about 40 percent, and oi~, and gas consumption grew at an annual rate of 
2 percent, conventional domestic oil and natural gas resources would not 
last much beyond the year 2000." Sam H. Schurr (Project Director), Energy 
in America's Future: The Choices Before Us. A Study by the staff of Resources 
for the Future (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1979), p. 26. 

The sources of energy used in the U. S. in 1979 were as tallows: Oil, 47.5 
percent; natural gas, 25.4 percent; coal, 19.6 percent; hydroelectric . 4.0 
percent; nuclear, 3.5 percent. Power Systems Sector, General Electric 

Company, d~~~f~~~~-!-*;;;~~"-;;f.~~c~(F~a;~irf-ield, Conn.: General 
Electric, ii, p. , p. 244 . 

3. "The denial of [foreign] oil supplies--to us or to others--would threaten 
our security and provoke an economic crisis greater than that of the Great 
Depression SO years ago, with a fundamental change in the way we live." 
President Jimmy Carter, State of the Union Address, January 23, 1980. 

4. Rev. John T. Pawlikowski, O.S.M., Professor of Social Ethics at the Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago, served as theological consultant to the USCC 
Subcommittee on Energy. 

5. "National policies of conservation, fuel substitution, and domestic supply 
enhancement which reduce oil imports have effects beyond the borders of the 
country which acts. They tend to lower energy prices, lessen stresses on 
the international financial system, and improve the prospects for political 
and economic stability. In doing so. they make both the country that re­
duces imports and all other oil importers better off." Schurr, pp. 418-19. 

6. The United States imported 8.8 million barrels of oil a day in 1977 and 8.2 
million barrels a day in 1979. Energy Data Book, p. 46. Preliminary esti­
mates for 1980 put imports at less than 7 million barrels per day. 

7. For electrical demand, see Energy Data Book, p. 15. ·The drop in gasoline 
sales, a recent phenomenon, has been widely reported. The current recession 
may well be responsible for part of this cutback, but the extent of its 
influence is unknown. 

8. Washington Post, September 25, 1979, p . AID. 

9. Committee on Nuclear and Alternative Energy Systems, National Academy of 
Sciences, Energy in Transition. 1985-2010 (San Francisco: W. H. Freeman, 
1980). p. 158. · 

10. "The United States h~s more mineable coal reserves than any other country, 
a supply that will last hundreds of years. Current annual excess production 
capacity in the industry stands at nearly 200 million tons." President's 
Commission on Coal, Recommendations and Summary Findings (Washington, D. C.: 
Government Printing Office, 1980). p. 7. The U. S. Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources offers a more precise estimate:" . recoverable 
coal reserves amount to at least 150 tons, which is equai to at least two 
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centuries of consumption at curr~nt levels." Energy: An Uncertain Future 
(Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office, 1978), p. 35. 

11. Carroll L., Wilson (Project Qirector), Coal: Bridge to the Future. Report of 
the World Coal Study (Cambridge, Nass.: ~allinger Pu1;llishing Co., 1980), 
p. 144. 

12. There is considerable unce~tainty concerning the number of deaths t~at air 
pollution may be said to_ cause. One study comments: "Although we have given 
two estimates of deaths attributable to air pollution--9,000 and 140,OOO--we 
emphasize that reliable quantitative estimates of the overall health impact 
of air pollution do not exist." Hans H. Landsberg et al., Energy: The Next 
TYenty Years (C~bridge, Mass: ' Ballinger Publishing Co., 1979)", p. 365. 
Dr. Kenney adds: "Air pollution epidemiology studies suggest that sulfate 
and particulate emissions from coal-fired plants may cause some 50,000 to 
100,000 premature deaths yearly across the entire U. S. populatio~." 

13. Wilson, pp. 147-50. 

14. General Accounting Office, Improvements Needed in Controlling Major Air 
Pollution Sources. (Washington. D. C.: General Accounting Office. 1978). 

15. This discussion of geothermal energy is based on General Accounting Office, 
Geothermal Energy: Obstacles and Uncertainties Impede Its Widespread Use 
(Washington, D. C.: General Accounting Office, 1980). 

16 . General Accounting Offi,ce , Questions on the Future of Nuclear Power: Impli­
cations and Trade-Offs (Washington, D. C.: General Accounting Office, 1979), 
pp. 1, 8. 

17. Energy Data Book, p. 77. 

18 . Robert Stobaugh and Daniel Yergi~, Energy Future (Ne'W Yor,k: Random House, 
1979). p. 117. 

19. Afte.r 1,000 years, the wastes emit only alpha (non-penetrating) radiation. 
This view of the waste disposal problem is based on a panel discussion 
sponsored by the forum of the National Academy of Sciences in _Washington, 
D. C. on November 19. 1979. A transcript of the discussion. entitled 
Nuclear Waste: What To Do With It?, is available from the Academy of 
Sciences. See also Schurr, pp. 499-500. 

20. Bishop Joseph Daley of th~ Diocese of Harrisburg issued a formal statement 
in the wake of the Three Mile Island accident calling for a morator_ium on 
the licensing of new nuclear plants until the government can "guarantee" 
their safety. 

21. The Question of the connection between the U. S. nuclear power industry and 
nuclear arms proliferation is -problematical. Dr. Kenney comments: "It is cer­
tainly technically feasible to apply suf ficient overall security measures to 
insure the integrity of our domestic r eac t or fuel cycle. . Reactor 
fuel supplied to nations overseas is the real focus of our proliferation 
problem. Recent at ·tempts~he·' United States to dissuade ,the lesser­
developed nations from further reliance o~ nuc lear power have been rebuffed. 



.' 
E::\ERGY STATE:"1ENT f00T~OTES - Page 3 

Moreover, regardless of what nuclear stance this nation assumes it is already 
clear that nuclear fuel and technology will be supplied to those who ask for 
it by other industrialized countries in both Western and Eastern Europe." 
For a more · detailed discussion that draws similar conclusions but emphasizes 
the need for a non-proliferation policy, see Landsberg? pp. 442-46 and 454-65. 

22. Questions on the Future of Nuclear Power, p. 26. liThe trends we have project.ed 
indicate that if actions are taken to limit or halt the growth of nuclear power, 
they must. be accompanied by actions to severely limit electricity requirements 
or programs to expand coal supply or other non-nuclear fuels. Otherwise, serious 
shortfalls of electricity supply are likely to occur in the 1980's." 

23. Granted that nuclear power represents a special case because it has been so highly 
politicized, such referenda might logically be held on all major energy projects 
where social costs and benefits must be weighed: for example, the construction 
of large dams, the opening of new coalfields, and the installation of windmill 
systems and large solar arrays. 

24. For coal reserves, see footnote 10; for oil shale, see Schurr, p. 231; for biomass, 
see Schurr, pp. 260-61. 

25. There is still considerable uncertainty about the exact environmental impacts of 
synfuel production, but they would be substantial. For shale oil, see National 
Academy of Sciences, pp. 138-39. For coal liquids, see National Academy of 
Sciences, p. 181 . For coal gas, see National Academy of Sciences, p. 143. 

26. See Schurr, pp. 55-58. 

27. The most obvious exception to this rule is the hydroelectriC facility. When a 
dam bursts, people die and the local environment certainly suffers. Some solar 
systems--the Solar Power Satellite is the most frequently cited example--may 
pose very serious risks to humanity and nature. 

28. As is well known, the Carter Administration has set a goal of obtaining 20 percent 
of our energy from solar sources by the year 2000. The National Academy of Sciences 
study ment-ioned above, which has been widely attacked as being anti- solar, holds 
that this goal can only be reached if the nation expends vast amounts of money 
promoting solar technologies (p. 348-49); in the absence of such incentives , the 
authors argue, solar will pr.ovide only 5 percent of our energy needs in 2000. 
Stobaugh and Yergin, who are more optimistic on solar energy's prospects, say: 
"We believe that given reasonable incentives, solar could provide between a fifth 
and a quarter of the nation's energy requirements by the turn of the century" 
(p. 183) . Denis Hayes, a leading solar advocate and head of the Solar Energy 
Research Institute, takes the whole world into account in his projection: "By 
the year 2000, such renewable energy sources could provide 40 percent of the 
global energy budget; by 2025, humanity could obtain 75 percent of its energy 
from solar resources." (Rays of Hope. New York: W. W. Norton, 1977), p. 155. 

29. See Schurr, p. 482: "Solar space and water heating may offer a near-term oppor­
tunity to shift from depletable to renewable energy sources. This technology 
may help to fill energy requirements and also supply a prototype for a series 
of long-term shifts as the energy sector changes over time. On institutional 
as well as technical grounds, therefore. the solar space and water heating 
enterprise has far-reaching implications that give it an important role among 
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energy initiatives. n This view of solar heating has wide support. Michael D. 
Yokell, formerly of the Solar Energy Research Institute, concludes in a -·recent 
article in Public Interest Economics: "Is the role for salar 'energy then 
limited to hot water and space. . heating "in newly construct"ed buildings plus 
a few special applications? In the shor,t run, the candid answyer must be 
yes." Vol. 5, No. I . (Spring 19.80), pp. >1, 8. 

30. See National Academy -of Sciences, pp. 40-41. "Unlike solar thermal conversion, 
[photovoltaics] is -a field in which fundamental research could yield :dramatic 
returns, and recent technical progress has been very rapid." 

31. In a speech at the .Bio-Energy '80 World Congress in Atlanta on April 24. 1980. 
Thomas E. Stelson, Assistant Secretary for Conservation and Solar Energy at the 
U. S. Department of ·Energy. estimated that biomass could produce from 8 to 13 
quads (using widely-shared proj~ctions of demand. about .7 to 10 perc.ent of 
total energy use) by the year 2000. 

32. To concr:etize the gasohol problem. Dr. Kenney offers the· following c.alculation: 
"To provide one automobile tankful of gasohol requires about two gallons of 
pure ethanol, and to· p"(odu~e that alcohol requires about 60 pounds· of corn, 
enough to sustain a Peruvian family of four for a month." 

33. John F. O'Leary, former De.puty Secretary of Energy, called supply interruptions 
"almost inevitable in the 1980s" in an editorial in The Washington Post (January 
22, 1980, p . A 19). He also asks, "Will we see a repetition of the dO"WTIslide 
of real prices in the years to come? The answer almo·st certainly is no, because 
the major factor contributing to falling prices--chronic and sustained surpluses- ­
has disappeared. In fact, it is fair to predict that from this time forward, at 
least during the 1980s. we shall see constant upward pressure on price." 

34. "Life-line ·rates" and "time-of-day. ratesl~ have been prominently mentioned in this 
connection. Time-of-day rates would encourage people to ·,reduce their use of energy 
during certain hours in order to eliminate the need for costly "peak-load" facil­
ities. Life-line rates would establish a basic charge for a certain minimum 
amount of power for necessary uses, and impose higher charges for energy consumed 
above that minimum. Life-line rates, though good in concept·, would have to be 
carefully structured to avoid discriminating against some of the very people 
they are intended to protect. For example, a childless middle-class couple 
where both husband and wife worked might use very little energy at home · and 
thus qualify for the basic charge. while a poor woman with young children 
might require more power for heating, ·cooking and so on, and fail to qualify. 

35. Robert M. Wolcott, "Monolith in the Making," Public Interest Economics. Vol. 5, 
No.1 (Spring 1980), pp. 2, 7. 

36. For a skeptical though not hostile historY of the oiL industry, see Anthony 
Sampson, The Seven Sisters . (New York: Viking Press, 1975). 

37. Pope John XXIII quotes Pope Pius XI on this point and adds his own observations 
in Mater et Magistra, 35-40. See ·also Pope Paul VI, Po"pulorum Pr:ogressio. ·26. 

38. The Community Services Administ·ration has published a booklet telling people 
what to do when the heat fails as a result of a cutoff or for some other reason. 
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" Among the suggestions: WTap yourself in newspapers to avoid freezing. See 
Greg E'. Welsh, No More Heat? A Self-Help Booklet! (Washington, D. C.: Conununity 
Services Administration, 1979). 

39. "However, where fuel transport costs are very high, or scale economies are 
weak or nonexistent, decentralization may be more desirable. For example, if 
the direct rays of the sun are the fuel, the possible economic advantage of 
collecting and using· that energy domestically for home heating, as opposed to 
collecting it for later distribution in a centralized elect-rical network, 
bE:comes a calculation of great interest for -energy planning. 11 Schurr, p. 325. 
"Indeed, because arrays of PV [i.e., photovoltaic] cells . may show little or no 
scale economies, small- and medium-scale installations could well be a more 
intelligent use of this technology." Schurr, p . . 331. 

40. See Paul Keegan, "Employment Is the Name of the Game As Solar Advocates Press 
Their Case," National Journal (December 15, 1979), PI'. 2100-03. 
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January 31 , 1980 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56th Street . 
New York, NY .. 10022 

Dear Marc: ;~- . 

· I recently read about ·the· White House conference relating to the 
·role that .religious groups could. play in our quest to become less 
'dependent upoTI :foreign energy Sources. Knowing YOl:l , I assume 

-. that, somewhere in this effort, you are irivolved. 

As I read the material·.that was presented in their kit, they were 
· very general in nature. It seems to ,me that one very important 
way, to go is ·to mobilize voluntary conservation efforts in local 
communities. This we have done through our national Alliance 
to Save Energy and our Milwaukee Alliance to Save Energy. I am 

· active In, both of these programs. 

. I am enclosing a . copy of a letter and a memorandum that I sent to 
.Neil Sandberg, relating to,development of a local AIWmce to Save 
Energy. I thOUght it might be helpfulforyou to submit this type 
of program to religious groups that wiU ·be involved in this effort. 

· I am also 'enclosing a copy of the :press release covering our "Be 
a Ten Percenter" program, which,we have just launched. Senator 
Char leg Percy addressed-our group 'and assisted us in getting our 
''Be a Ten Percenter" program underway. There are "many ways .in 
which local groups 'can o:r;ganize and take effectiVE; steps to conserve 
energy. After'y ou .read this material, I would be glad to discuss it 
w·\th ,you. . 

Elme r L. Winter 

ELW:ml · - Enclosures 
5301 North Ironwood Road. milwaukee, WI 53201 (414) 961·1000 
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December 5, 1979 
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.. '.";. ' '''. ! .. : .. ' 

Mr. Nell C. Sandberg 
Suite 315 
6505 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 

oearNeU: 

( appreciate very much your setting up the meeting of your energy 
committee. 1 was very impressed with their drive and desire to work 
In the area of voluntary enetllY cooservatloll. We cao all tallt about 
the need for alternative sources of eDetllY, but when you look at this 
realistically. we woo' t be seeing much In terms of alternate sources 

. for another five years. The name of the game now Is voluntary eoetllY 
conservation. 

1 have put together a booklet entitled "How to Develop a Local Alliance 
to Save EoctllY." 1 have tried to ootline In a step-by-step way bow 
your conunittee could functlon. As 1 understood the dlscussloJIB we 
had In your office, It waa the desire of tbe group to do this job on a 
community level rather than strictly as ao AJC project. The material 
tbat I am providing to you speaks 10 terms of a community operatloo. 

1 would certainly be. glad to cooault with your group from time to time. 
1 would be happy to feed to them tbe various projects that we work on 
for their consideration for Los Angeles. 1 have merely presented an 
outline. If you are ready to move forward. 1 will be happy to give you 
some specific programs to laUDch In Los Angeles. 

The Msyor of your city has sounded ao Important note. aa per the 
attached article. when he calla 00 motorlats to cut gasoline use by 10'}1;. 
This Is only one part of the program. 1 believe your group could he 
very helpful In providing materlala. seminars, etc. for factories, 



Mr. Nell C. Sandberg 
December 5, 1979 
Page Two 

hotels. restaurants. 
ments. 

banks. savings and loans and retsil establlsh-

. '. ' . . . 
Could I pJeaae hear from you? 

Verytrul:y yours, 
(' ' , 4 .". ~ 

Elmer L. Winter '", .-~ 

ELW:ml 
Enclosure '. 
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HOW TO START A LOCAL ALLIANCE TO SAVE ENERGY 

by Elmer L. Winter 
Member of the Board of Directors 
National Alliance to Save Energy 

5301 N. Ironwood Rd. 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 
(414) 961-1000 (x250) 



We invite you . .. 

to develop a local Alliance to Save Energy. We believe that 
tbrough tbe formation of a local Alliance you can mo~ilize 
your communicy in a very import effort to conserve ~nergy. 
The time for this effort is.JlQYlJ 

President Carter has said, "THERE IS NO ENERGY POLICY WE 
CAN DEVELOP THAT WOULD 00 MORE GOOD THAN VOLUN­
TARy CONSERVATION!" 

Recently, Energy Secretary Charles W. Duncan, Jr. told 
Congressional leaders at private briefings that world oil 
supplies are precarious. He stressed that there ~re . serious 
tbreats to American oil imports from nations otber thail Iran 
and that the Carter Administration is developing contingency 

. plans to deal with severe cuts in petroleum products. 

Witb an eye to possible supply disruption , Administration 
leaders are reassessing many conservation measures. In 
these plans. considerable empnasis is placed on voluntary 
conservation by President Carter and members of his govern-
ment. . 
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1. The U. S. imports nearly 50 percent of its oil -- up from 20 percent 
in 1960 and 36 percent in 1973. 

2. Virtually our entire transportation system. three-quarters of. our 
industrial heating requirements, one-third of our electric power 
generation; and 80 percent of all residential and commercial 
energy use in the U. S. depend on the finite resources of oil and 
natural gas. 

America's trade deficit in 1978 was $15. 96 billion. It was fed by an 
oil import cost of 55 billion dollars, compared to a mere $3 billion 
in 1970. 

3. At the present rate of growth in energy consumption, each year 
world supplies of oil must be increased by more than 3 million 
barrels a day to meet demand. 

Why should we Americans save energy? . 

1. It will reduce our dependence on foreign oil .. The events in Iran 
and in other countries in the Persian Gulf show how precarious is 
the future supply of oil to the U. S. 

2. It will improve the balance of trade , the value of the dollar. and 
our economy .in general. 

3. It is an inexpel'!sive way of buying time to develop new energy 
resources. 

4. It will help preserve our environment. 

5. Energy conservation is not incompatible with growth and full employ ­
ment. For example', home and commercial insulation is now a multi­
billion dollar job-creating industry. 

6. Americans can save money and even enhance their lifestyles from an 
increase in the efficiency of America' 5 energy use. 

Richard Corrigan, in an article entitled "Era of Cheap Oil Rides Into 
Sunset," spelled it outclearly when he said, "There is one energy' source' , 
however, that can compate with OPEC on any front. That is the Barrel · 
Not Burned . which represents the eaSiest, safest and ·cheapest alternative 
to imported oil. 

"By any measure, from economic penalty to environmental impact, the 
conservation of energy is the most beneficial approach. Whatever methods 
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cal) be employed to save energy will cut expenses. relieve the strain on 
th ., . dedI' '~.od_~., " e nanon "s' reset:ft"G;es;c "an _r uea r.e lance-·oq~1~~"·~_~~:b;~,,:,,,~~~;.:,.: .. _:~-:· ... "-",:"!:~;""7_-: .-~" "' 

Corrigan pointed out: "Several recent studies have strongly suggested 
that energy conservation need not "entail draconian rationing programs 
Or a drop-off in economic growth. Opportunities abound for energy 
conservation in all sectors of society, frqrn home and highway t~ office ' 
and factory . Some involve cutting the amounts of energy used, while 
others entail using new techniques and equipment to derive more pO'Ner 
from the same amounts of energy . . 

"Conservation is America's greatest unt~pped energy source. Every 
barrel of oil or therm of gas saved represents a quantity of costly foreign 
oil that will not have to be imported. Every action to improve the 
efficiency with which energy is used . is , in effect, a step toward the 
production of addit ional power. And given the tremendous waste that has 
been built into our industrial society by decades of cheap oil, conservation 
is p·robably the least expensive, safest, and quickest available energy 
source. 

Daniel Yerge, Co-editor of "Energy Future" argues: "If the United 
. States were to make a serious commitment to conservation ~ it might -
well consume 30 to 40 percent less energy than 'it now does and still 
enjoy the same or an even higher standard of living ... 

We in the Alliance believe that the public is willing to accept advice and 
counsel as to how best to conserve energy. Through the establishment 
oIa local Alliance, you will be able to mo':Jilize YQur community into 
a total effort to substantially reduce the use of energy Other communi­
ties are engaged in this effort. We invite you to join us . We will assist 
you in every way pOSSible. Let's get started. ' 

Elmer L. Winter 
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The Alliance to Save Energy was founded by three dedicated public 
servants: Senator Charles H. Percy, the late Senator Hubert Humphrey, 
and Carla Hills; Mindful of the seriousness of our nation's energy 
proglems. and of the numerous opportunities to reduce energy wi:lste. they 
created the Alliance as a unique, bipartisan blend of peopl e and resources 
from every sector of society. They enlisted the support of a coalition of 
leaders from industry, business, ConSumer and environmental groups, 
and individuals many of whom serve on the Board of Directors of the 
Alliance. 

Joining the Bosrd in the guidsnce of the organization is a larger Board of 
Advisors composed of 145 representatives of business. labor, academia, 
citizen and environmental groups, 46 United States Senators, and 90 
members of the U.S. House of Representatives. A small professional 
staff located in Washington, D. C. at 1925 K Street, N. W. [phone (202) 
857 -0666] is respDnsible for implementation and management .of Alliance 
programs. Membership in the Alliance is open to any interested indivi­
dual or group. Cqrporate memberships are also encouraged. 

Throughout America's history t voluntary non-profit organizations have 
accomplished goals which evaded the focus of government and industry. 
As a private. voluntary association reflecting a coalescence of American 
leadership. the Alliance to Save Energy represents the best principles of 
a pluralistic society. While the views of the members of the Alliance, 
its governing Board and Board of Advisors, may differ widely on the many 
energy questions and issues facing America, they share a common commit­
ment to the vital ~mportance of energy conservation . . Its members join in 
inviting and encouraging all Americans to support the Alliance in the 
cooperative effort to build American awareness of the need and opportuni-" 
ties for greater energy efficiency. 

Please refer to Appendix A for a listing of the members of the National 
Board of Directors of the Alliance and a listing of the AdviSOry Committee 
of the National Alliance. 

What work has the National A lliance been involved in during: 19787 

The highlights of 1978 were as follows: 

* Developed a seminar script and comprehensive workbook on home 
insulatio" for home improvement contractors (project funded by the 
Department of Energy). 

* Gave 20 seminars on energy conservation in universities and colleges. 
Participated in conferences and furnished speakers. 
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* Develdp'ed' a~ptl.t;hc- service adve.rtising campai-gn:.fa:r,:televisi(.m<;;j::~racliO":!:",;:-'~-~ -.,··, -· 

and press, featuring Gregory Peck as spokesman for the Alliance. 
For the business press, an energy accounting and analysis system 
was prepared for the Alliance by Carborundum. 

• Arranged for distribution by the Boy Scouts of America of 5 millio" 
copies of a booklet "How to Save Money by Saving Energy". Booklet 
produced in cooperation with the Department of Energy. 

* Participated in Citizens ' Task Force on Energy Education to write a 
White Paper for the Department of Energy. 

• Expanded Energy Conservation Library. 

• Expanded Monthly Feature Service (currently used by 660 newspapers 
and some 940 employee and trad" publications). . 

• Expanded information and Referral Services. 

• In cooperation with the Chesapeake and Potomac Telephone Company 
of Virginia, organized the public d i.splay of a traUer containing energy 
conservation exhibits . 

• Conducted. through Cambridge Reports. a public opinion poll on 
American Attitudes Toward Energy Conservation. 

For a better understanding of the work of the Alliance to Save Energy, 
please refer to the Annual Report for 1978 (see Appendix B). 

The Creation of a Loca\'Alliance to Save Energy 

We would urge you to call together representatives of your local community 
organizations to form a local Alliance to Save Energy. This organization, 
upon meeting the reqUirements of the National organization; could become 
an affiliate of th~ national organization. 

Invite to your first meeting representatives from business, labor, govern­
ment (city, county and state), edl,lcational institutions, cO!llmunity organi­
z3tions. social servic~ agencies J etc. Present to them the following agenda: 

I) The need for conservation of energy in your community - - - why you shoulj 
develop a local Alliance to Sa'le Energy. 

2) The program of the National Alliance to Save Energy. 

3) A format for the development of a local Alliance to Save Energy. 
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a . Develop, a Communications Center to disseminate informa:ion on 
the following subjects: 

1. The need to conserve energy . 
2. The ways in which to conserve energy 

b. Distribute energy conservation booklets to industry. hospitals . 
hotels, motels. restaurants. office buildings, trucking comp~nies, etc. 

c. CQoper~te With the National Advertising Council to localize the impact 
of the Gregory Peck series in various media channels. 

d. Work with your local schools. Provide COurses so that you". youth will haVE 
a better understanding of the finiteness qf energy and how to conserve 
energy . Give them energy conserv:ation materials to take home. 

e . Develop a reward program to salute organizations and individuals in 
your community who have done an outstandi.ng job in the conservation 
of energy. . 

f. Distribute to home-owners and renters-the materials that are prepared 
. by the Alliance to Save Energy. Depa rtment of Energy and other 

organizations. 

g. Place news releases in ~ewspapers ,. radi_o and television stations. 

h. Provide news releases for corporate hotS e organs, .labor newspapers 
and newsletters of voluntary organizations. 

i. Develop a Speakers ' Bureau. 

j . Prepare. pe riodlcally. a newsletter specifically designed to present 
ideas relating to the conservation of energy. This newsletter should 
be made available to various organizations with an offer that they 
use any of the materials contained in the news letters for their 
membership. 

k. Coope.ate closely with all existing organizations that have developed 
materials and similar programs in the field of conservation of 
energy. Do not re-invent the wheel; utilize the ma:lY materials that 
have been prepared on the subject of energy conservation and put them 
into the mainstream ·of your community . ' 

Please refer to Appendix C. which is a Newsletter of the Milwaukee AllianCe 
. to Save. Energy. There is considerable i.nfor mation in this Newsletter Which. 
will assist you in the development of your local Ailiance to Save Energy. 
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You will want to organize a non -profit corporation so that contributions 
made to your ·Iocal A lliance will be tax deductible. The Milwaukee 
Alliance and the National Alliance have tax-exempt IRS status . 

We suggest you apDoint a nominating committee to select officers and 
directors for the corporation. 

It is verI important that you select an Ex~cutive Director to keep the 
program moving forward . . A part-time Director can suffice in the early 
stages. The Director can serve as a volunteer or work on a paid basis, 
depending of course upo.n the availability of funds. You may be able to 
obtain financial sUPD0rt from corporations and foundations. 

Committees 

You will want to have the following committees: 

1) An Executive Committee to function between meetings of the full Board. 
2) A Public Relations Committee. . - . 
3) An Industry Committee. 
4) A Retailers Committee. 
5) A Building Owners Committee. 
6) A Ho.el and Restaurant Committee. 
7) A Liaison Committee with City and County. 
8) A Labo.r Organization Committee. 
9) A Liaison Committee (with your local electric and gas company). 
10) A School Committee 
II) A Finance Committee . 

We will provide a format for the work of each committee. 

The "Be a Ten Percenter" Program 

The Milwaukee Alliance to Save Energy (MASE) is embarking upon a 
"Be a Ten Percenter" program. It is the opinion of the Board of Directors 
of MASE that it is impo.!"[ant to work toward a goal -- a 10% reduction in 
the use of energy. Appropriate materials have been . developed to implement 
this program These materials are available to you upon reqnest. (See 
Appendix D for a copy of the handout material used by the Milwaukee 
Alliance to Save Energy for the "Be a Ten Percenter" program. 

CQoQeration with the National office of the Alliance to Save Energy 

The National office of the Alliance to Save Energy will be pleased to 
cooperate with you. Funding must be obtained locally. We suggest you 
comaGt: 
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Washington, D. C" 20006 

Elmer 1... Winter (414) 961-1000 (x250) 
Chairman 
Milwauk"e A lliance to Save Energy 
5301 N. Ironwood Road 
Milwaukee, WI 53217 
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Forourcbildren and theircbildren ••• 

"This used to be a flourishing, gold­
rich town. The people who lived here 
never thought it would end up like this. 

"Bul the gold ran out. 
"Today we run the risk oflosingsome­

thing more precious than gold. Our 

ALLIANCE TO SAVE ENERGY CAMPAIGN 
~ NEWSPA.PER AD NO. ASE-T9-030[A]-4 COL. 

save , now. 
country's energy. We waste a shameful 
amount of it. 

"We can't afford to waste more time 
or more energy. We've got to stan saving 
our resources today. 

"Join me in an imponant new alliance 
of concerned Americans ... the Alliance 
to Save Energy. Together we can make 
a Significant contribution to the future 
of our country . 

. "For our children ... and their chil­
dren ... Let's not blow it, America." 

For a free booklet on how you can 
help save energy, mail the coupon below. 

~ A'·' lANCE TO SAVE ENERGY 
...-& Box 57200, Washington, D.C. 20006 

I want 10 help save energy. Send me your booklet. 

Name 

Address 

City Stale Zip 

A pub/ir; srrv'r;e message from this r.9!I 
newspaper and the Advertising Cormr;iI. ~ 

.~ .. 
. , 
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PRESS RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Janua ry 14, 1980 

For more information , contact: 
Jeanne Dean, Asst. to Elmer Winter 
(414) 961-1000, Ext. 251 

U. S. · Senator Charles H. Percy, speaking before a 

luncheon group at the Pfister Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 

on Monday, Janua ry 14, urged the Milwaukee community to 

support the Milwaukee~lliance to Save Energy program, 

"Be a Ten Percenter.'~ Senator Percy, Co-Founder and Co-

Chairman of the national Alliance to· Save Energy stated: 

'The real test of America's determination to 

conserve is not mandated curtailment: it is whether 

. we are prepared to do voluntarily the thousand little 

low cost or.no cost things we can do at home, at ~;~rk 

and on the road to use energy more efficiently ... 

"We can save 10% of ' the energy presently consumed 

in autos. homes , offices and factories with little 

. difficulty. Your' Be a Ten Percenter' campaign in 

Milwaukee is a responsible approach to energy challenges 

of the 1980' s ... 

"Conservation is the best investment Milwaukee can 

make in its future ... 

5301 North Ironwood Road, milwaukee, WI 53201 (414) 961-1000 
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Linda Gallagher, Executive Director of the national 

Alliance to Save Energy, pointed out that . ' 

'The' National Alliance to Save Energy and the Milwaukee 

Alliance exist [0 encourage .the voluntary conservation of energy. It 

She stated, "As our Gregory Peck television announcement 

says, . We waste an.amount of energy equal to all the oil we import.' 

The Milwaukee Alliance to Save Energy is thefirst I?cal chapter of 

the National Alliance to Save Energy. Unless other communities 

undertake local energy conservation programs like the Be a Ten 

Percenter program we can expect federally mandated programs. 

Conservation is the best, quickest and cheapestsource of energy, " 

Elmer L Winter, Chairman of the Milwaukee Alliance 

to Save Energy, pointed out: 

"The Milwaukee Alliance to Save Energy is launching 

our "Be a Ten Percenter" program today, We are calling on all 

. Milwaukeeans to join us in the important effort to reduce their us~ 

of energy by 10% during 1980. , I believe that our community will 

respond favorably to this call. Out goal is tci reduce our dependence 

on foreign oiL" 

,"The Milwaukee Alliance , to Save Energy is the first 

organization of this type to launch a 10% reduction, program. We 

are calling for a change of habits -- habits that are wasteful and 

a throwback to the time when energy was cheap. We have many 



Milwaukee Alliance to Save Energy 

Press Release, January 14, 1980 

programs for consumers , ind ustry. retai~er-s_ , truckers, hotels. 

restaurants and government agencies, beamed to voluntary energy 

conservation .. " 

"I believe that the most effective way to cut energy useage 

in the immediate future is to conserve. I am confident that-our 

program will get widespread support ... 

David Sharpe, Executive Director of the Milwaukee 

Alliance -to Save Energy, pointed out that 

"The elements of the Ten Percenter Program include: 

1. A packet of energy conservation information to help Milwaukee 

residents save energy - -- call 257-5351. 

2. Energy saving tips on television and radio. 

3.- Cooperation with the University-Extension car and van pooling 

program. 

4, Energy conservation displays at the Home Improvement Show 

and State Fair. 

5~ A call-in ans\\ering service for energy conservation questions --

257-5355. 
" 

6. A guide for businesses' lI8 Ways to Save Energy in the 

Operation of y.ourBusiness. I 

7. A seven-week short course for home owners on residential 

energy conservation beginning Feb. 13, 1980. For information, 

call 257-5355. " 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date January 10, 1980 

AJC Staff Intern~ 
to Neil Sandberg 

'rom Jeffrey Ellis, 

subject Interreligious Council Energy Policy 

. Following three months of research, consultation " and collaboration 
with the AJC, the Interreligious Council of southern California (IRe) 
unanimously adopted a statement calling for an interfaith energy policy 
and program. In a paper entitled "Ethical Energy Stewardship", the 
IRe emphasized conservation of precious non-renewable resources; the 
statement also called upon communities and government to provide aid 
and relief for the poor and disadvantaged who suffer most from high 
costs and energy shortages. 

The action ·by the IRe refers the energy statement to · its constituent 
communities along with a strong recommendation for ratification (all 
members must either vote "yes" or· abstain· -- one "no" vote would 
kill the policy statement). Once the policy is ratified, the action 
programming phase will begin. An Interreligious Energy Task Force will 
be formed to plan and oversee conse~ation efforts such as carpooling 
'to c'ongregati"onal .activities, building energy audits for churches and 
synagogues, educational programs for membership, etc > The Task Force 
will also develop local· and national alliances. to encourage sound energy 
planning ·and legislation by governing bodies such as City. Councils., State 
Legi·slatur~s and Con.gress. . 

The success we have had with the energy issue is largely due to the 
collective efforts of the members' of the IRC's Public policy Forum (PPF). 
The PPF is a cornm~ttee composed of professionals who work as consultants 
in the interfaith community. They represent crganizations such as the 
National ' Council of Christians and Jews. The Archidiocese. Friends Comr 

' mittee on Legislatio~, ·Coalition on Ageing United Presbyterian Church, 
and the AJC. The PPF has been charged with the responsibility of recomr 
mending current .social and community issues for study and policy develop­
~ents by the Interreligious Council. 

In May of 1979, Glen poling of the NCCJ suggested that the current , 
energy crisis was a serious, long term challenge which merited ·the Public 
Policy Forum's attention toward developing an ~nterfaith energy progrClll\ • 

. Because the PPF was a newly organized committee, events moved slowly and 
erratically at first. But the energy problem did not abate, and soon PPF 
members were researching policy developments within thair own organizations. 
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The plight of the poor and growing social unrest due to economic 
instability caused by energY shortages ·were drawing concerned respons'es 
from portions of the interfaith community at the national level. How­
ever,' no movement was taking place at the local community level. Secu­
lar orginizations were abounding with energy oriented programming; 
local utilities were sponsering a number of , conservation and educational 
programs. But religious institutions were relatively inactive. . , 

As 'research revealed numerous resources available to develop energy 
and dollar saving programs in religious institutions, · thePPF's work 
gatnered momentum. A rough draft statement titled . "Ethical Energy 
Stewardship" was drawn up and presented in October, 1979, to the Inter­
religious Council.' Though it was heavily criticized, a number of con­
structive suggestions were made along 'with an invitation to 'rework the . 
proposal for consider.ation at t ,he December IRC meeting. 

In const:.ltat.ion ;.;ith a nurr,!)er of religious leaders, a new docum~nt 
was drawn up. It emphasized the important· leadership role of the inter­
faith community in the larger society, and oriented its action proposals 
toward what religious institutions could do to implement a rational 
energy policy. Suggestions for linkages with experts in the field of 
energy were developed, and 'new educational resources were located. 

' The new draft ~as presented to the Executive Committee of the IRC, 
which endorsed the revised policy. 

The ' final major step to place in ' the December, 1979, IRC meeting. A 
presentation by Dr. Henry Clark, theologian and Associate Director of 
the Center for Humanities at the ' University of Southern California~' 
emphasized the responsibility of religious ·leadership for t~ing an 
active role in determining the implementation of ethical ' energy technology. 
After discussion and clarification of technical points in the document, 
the IRC voted to approve the statement on Ethical Energy Stewardship, 
enthusiastically and unconditionally. 

By early February, the policy should be' ratified by the IRe membership., 
with the development o~ an interreligious Task Force on Energy ~derway. 
The AJC, an Associate of the Interreligious Council, has played a ~ajor 
leadership role in the development of this policy. We wH.l continue to 
provide consultation and support as this policy is implemented. 

sjs 
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INTERRELIGIOUS COUNCIL POLICY STATEMENT ON ENERGY: 

ETHICAL ENERGY STEWARDSHIP 

The present energy crisis affects all Americans spiritually as well as physically. 
We must not hesitate to establish priorities "hich win rejuvenate us economically, 
in the short- run, and revive the human spirit by providing hope for our future, and 
our children's future on God's Earth. 

Every religious community in the course of human history has recognized the role 
human beings must assume as caretakers of our planet's resources. The creator has 
endowed ' us with the capacity to create and shape·our world. With this awesome 
power we have been charged with the divine imperative of responsibility "for our 
Earth. its resources, and for all human beings. 

Recognizing "the universality ~f the ~~ncePt of human stewardship regarding our 
natural resources, the Interreligious Council of Southern California undertakes 
the moral obligation to address the development and uti 'lization of energy resources. 
W~ emphasize three action . t~emes of Ethical Energy Ste,wards.hip: rational planning, 
safe production, and responsible consumption. ' 

", ' 

The question of an energy pol icy for the future ·extends beyond the· rhetoric of 
economi c i ncenti ves, po 1 i t i ca 1 maneuveri ngs, and competi n9 techno 1 .ogi cp,l i nteres ts. 
The paramount dilemma remains -- how will our consideration; ultimately" have impact 
upon ~he quality of life in our cOiTBllunities? We are all sensing the tremendous 
strain which ;s tearing at the deepest 'root of 'society's values. He see that t he 
hardest hit ' by the sky-rocketing costs, shortages, ' and wasteful consumption are 
those whose voices are so often ignored '-- the aged, poor, disadvantaged, and the 
disabled. In addition, we recognize within "our congregation the growing 'insecurity 
and anxiety of the averag~ wage worker. . 

The e(::onomically and socia,l1y disruptive effects of energy chaos will mqunt, not 
diminish, unless we support vigorous action. The moral convictions of the ecumenical 
community. voiced in the following statement, supports such action. The Inter­
religious Council of Southern California will endeavor to implement sound energy 
programs within its own institutions, and will urge all congregants to act within 
thes~ guidelines. 

HATIONAL PLAriNING 

In this democratic society every organized group and institution participates in 
planning for_the future. As religious institutions,the members of the InterreligiOUS 
Council of Southern California understand our participation in 'this planning process 
to include advocacy for energy planning that ".lill account for resource limitations, 
and at the same time the needs of the' poor', the disadvantaged, and the elderly. 

We recognize that some of the 'energy'resqurces on which we, as a nation, rely are 
rapidly disappearing. Acknowledging this fact, we call for an emphasis on the 
development and use of renewable energy sources in the future. We urge public and 
private incentives for the development of renewable energy resources. 

.-

" :; . i 
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As advocates for our· ,cQTTil)unities. ~'le support mass transportation development as 
an integral part of energy planning. Since ', personal transportation accounts for 
40%' of petroleum use in Southern Cal Hornia, we view mass trallsportation plans as 
haying not only the greatest impact on efficient· use of energy resources, but also 
as an affordaple option'to provide mobility for everyone. 

SAFE ENERGY 

As reliqioLls' ~eople of conscience and concern for the Earth, !,ole maintain that energy 
production for the future must be sensitive to the viability of life on this planet 
and the, well being of humanity. Our concern is that we in our sense of urgency for 
the present. not destroy hope of 1 ife 'for the future. 

RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION 
" American society 1s confronted with the dilemma o,f the need .. for resourc,es that are 

sca rce ~ expens i 'Ie, and non-renewable. In recogni ti on of thi s di 1 errma, the I nter­
religious Council ad'"ocates responsible equitab1e lise of these resources. Because 
of the uniq'u,e' position of leadership that re 'ligious 'iristTfuti'6ns ho'id in this ,­
community. the IRe calls for each congregation. e~ch religious institution, each 
non-profit agency to crea teo an energy po 1 icy tha t s tri'ves for the e limi na ti on of 
waste and for the efficient use of all forms of energy. Ethical Energy Stewardship 
includes: (1) carpooling and ride sharing programs for ', congregational activities; 
(2) energy audits for buildings; (3) energy programs to educate membership as to 
how individuals ca,n use energy wisely; and (4) pubHc efforts by clergy and ' 
lay persons to influence legi.slative decisions concerni'ng energy management. 

It is our moral obligation to address the stewardship of energy. ' The members of 
the IRe accept this 'obligation, and call for people of all faiths to Join us in 
meeting the energy challenge for the present •.• and the future. 

~-''',~, 
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THE AMERICAN .JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date January 30, 1980 

to 

',om 
Area Directors, Chapter Energy Committee Chairpersons 

Phyll i 5 Sherman 

subject low Income Energy Assistance legislation 

As you know, AJC supported the Williams 8il1 for low Income 
Energy Assis tance. The Williams bill, which takes a block grant 
approach to allocation of funds, was part of the package of 
Senate bills that is known as the Senate version of the 
Windfall Profits Tax. 

In the Senate and House conference on the windfall tax, there 
was agreement to hold hearings and quickly report out a bill 
that would deal solely with low income energy assistance. 
This bill is expected in the next ,sh to eight weeks. 

AJC has been working with the National Urban Coalition first on 
the Williams 8i11 and now on its alternative. The attached 
are the recommendations. which we believe should be incorporated 
i nto th~ new vers i on of the Wi 11 i ams bi 11 . . 

1 urge you to see to it that the information contained in the 
attachment is brought to·the attention of your energy committee 
members as wel l as to others in your community whom you think 
might find it of interest. Needless to say, this legislation 
would have great sign ificance for the elderly Jewish population 
in your community •. 

PHS:mb 
Enc. 

cc: Energy Committee 
CRCs 
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~he National Urban Coalition 
I~ 
~ 1201 Connecticut Ave., N.W .• Washington, D.C. 20036 • 202/331-2400 

LOW ~NCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE RECO'~NDATIONS 

We are "urgently conce~ned that 'the progr~m which Congress 
enacts ' to assist ,the P90r and working poor with higher energy 
costs in , 19B1 and f .o llowing years be a sound and equitable one. 
Our years ' of experience with federal income transfer programs 
i nd icate tnat a state block grant ~pproach simply does not 
effectively reach those most in need of assistance; The prob­
lems of high energy costs and of poverty are national in scope 
and. the programs we design to address them should he national 
as well., rat:he~thah encouraging ~ifty different programs in 
fifty different states. Unless a thorou'gh "restructuring is 
undertaken "immediately," legisla"tion wh"ich is in stark opposit"ion 
to many of our " fundamental principles will soon become "law . 

A better approach, \-lhich we are corrunitted to actively 
campaign for~ . would entail the following specific components: 

o Cash assistance to households based on AFDC, 5SI, or Food 
stamp eligibility requirements with special outreach to 
the elderly. Recent research on household energy expendi­
tures by the poor in each s"tate may be used as an objective 
measure of need on which benefits would be based. Benefits 
would vary according to state consumption as a function of 
clima.te,. "fuel type, "and regional price differences, wi th ~ome 
allowance "for int!astate variations as" appropriate. 

o 'An " expanded earned " income tax credit (EITC) for households 
"with annual incomes up to $14,000 to" provide relief for the 
working poor and lower middle income families who do not 
qualify for "the cash assistance, but who also face the severe 
effects of energy price increases. 

o An energy crisis assistance program to help persons 
who may not be eligible for the above benefits. 

The" effects of the phased decontrol of domestic crude oil 
will most dramatically affect the poor whose fixed incomes 
cannot keep pace with rising energy costs. The Fuel Marketing 
Advisory Committee reported that the proportion of income " 
spent on energy is four times greater for low income house­
holds than more affluent groups. Some of the lowest income 
groups spend up. to 86 percent of their income on energy 
costs--clearly a great burden in the context of rising food 
and housing costs and the high levels of unemployment among 
these households. 

P'~sident: M" Cilll Holman 

Co-CIlaJrpersom: Andr~w H ~i 5k ~It, Aileen Hernandez" Sol M. Unowitt laml'~ M. Roche. Raul Yzaguirr~ 

Vice-Chairpersom: William R" Chaney, J esse Hill, Jr" 

S~c'erary: Myrlie Evers J Treiuurer: etenn E" Watt~ 

over""-
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LO~l INCOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE·· !U'CO~IENDATIONS 
P"'Je 2 . . .... 

. . . 
Consistent with over ten years of expe,rience in the" structure 

of programs deiigned to transfer resourc"es from the government "to 
individuals, we feel it is "imperative that the £0110vling critical 
,principles be followed in an energy a ,ssistance program: 

"1. Benefit levels a"rid eligibility standards should be 
determined on a national basis insteaq of left to state dis­
cretion in "the form ,of a block grant . ExperieJi'ce has sho\.'ln that 
block grants to , states are not appropriate mechanisms for income 
transfer programs where.', there is a uniform national objective. 
On the "basis of its ~xpe~ienqe in ~any similar programs, the 
fe deral government can mor.e efficiently and equitably distribute 
money t .rans:fer payme~ts. , ... 

2. Given the lirni:ted. funds available in these times of 
budget cuts and ceilings, our .foremost concern is that adequate 
assistance be targeted to . perso.ns most in need-~that is, the · 
poor, whos·e. limited resources will most quickly b.e depleted 
by rising energy costs. 

3 . Exi~ting apparatus · for · money· transfer programs should 
be us e d instead of creating new ones. Using the Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children, Supplemental Security Income, Food 
9tamp, and Earned Income Tax Cr·edit programs .which have established 
elig.~bility ra.tes and .payment. proc e .dures already provide the means 
of transferring resources and thus would be the most efficient 
route. 

4. A~sistance should be in the form of cash rather than 
aid-in-kind such as .vendor.,..line-of-creq it plans. Cash assistance 
is easier to administer; it ~ay serve as a greater incentive to 
cons~rvationj and it :i:-s more likely to reach thc;>se persons most · 
in .need, especially tenant!5. whose utilities · ~~e not included ·in the 
rent . ·· There · is po aSSurance that a~sistance rendered through a 
vendor credit plan in Which funds are given directly to the suppliers· 
of fuel will reach the ne~diest . consumers. 
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Enclosed ;s t he first inst"l1ment of th~ reoort from the Consultation 
I'!e will he sendinQ YOU transcri!)tions of the other presentations as soon 
as they are ready. 

~~e thought you \oJould be interested in some (.f the press coverage 
of the da,v. If .'/OU run across other articles, I ",auld be qrateful if 
you \'/ou1 d send me a COf')Y. 

The Hhite House sent a CO~y of President Carter's speech to all those 
who filled out the fonn at breakfast • . If you di ,~n' t get one. please let 
us know and \'I~'n be (11(1(1 to $pnrl it to I/QU with tl,~ n~xt mailint"!. 

A nu~her of you ex~ressed interest in a cass~tte of Dr. B~tt~nhausen's 
presentation. \'!c are nrepi'Jrin{j a ccssette t,!hieh includes that and t!1e 
qu~stion and anS\'ler session at the end of the Thcoloqical Imper~tives sec­
tion. n~tails "'ith next mail inn. 

There \'1;11 be a meetin9 on February 12 of staff representatives of the 
five snonsorinq af1encies to explore further the details of conservation \'Iork­
sho~s and the idea of an Enerqy Sabbath Heekend in the fa1l. In the closinQ 
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(212-870-2385)? I "ill be travellinq almost solidly until the 12th, but she 
...,;11 share your messages \-lith me, Or call David Saperstein (800-424 ... 2423 or 
202-387-2800). If ~JOU have not yet returned 'your green form, olease do so as 
soon as ~ossible. 

!~e deer'lly annreciate all the very oositive feed-back l-'/e1ye had on the 
Cansultat;on~ and feel assured that ... ,e have made a qaod start on \'I'hat pra­
misp.s to be an exciting and chal1enginq national proqram on this most criti­
cal issue. 

Enel: n.rd~r form 
Qr. B~tte~hausen's speech 
Bn. Cosnrove's sneech 
Parti.cinants list 

. ~e\,1 York Times 1/27/8~ 
nCR 1/25/80 
Science 1/25/80 

Yours faithfull .v, 

Chri s Cm-/aD 
Staff "'_ssac; ate for Economi c ,Jus ti ce 
(212) 870-2421 
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I~ITERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATION ON RELIGION &~ ENERGY IN THE '80s 

January 10, 1980, washington, D.C. 

It is a pleasure for me this morning to introduce our keynote speaker, Doctor 
Elizabeth Anne Bettenhausen, from Boston, Massachusetts.. Doctor I we have a very 
long agen~a, 59 I'm going to ask that we get on with the program. I'm sure that 
as she speaks to us, we '<iHl very -quickly note her eminent qualifications for 
the subject she is going to speak on this morning. 

Dr. Elizabeth Bettenhausen, Associate Professor of Social Ethics 
and Theology, Bast .. ;n University School of Theology. 

That's one of the most sobering introductions one can have. Its brevity .leaves 

us only with hope. ' I h~ve ·a favorite sticker which was sent to me in the mail 

in a previous . incarnation and that s·ticker reads, "bnly she who at~en1pts the 

absurd can achieve the iI!lPossible." It totally describes my feelings of 

presumption .in addressing you this morning. 

So, what . I will try . to do is to prod your memories, to recall what you 

already know and to begin by proddirig your imagination with a quotation from 

Flannery ·O'Connor, whom I have recently adde.d .to the list of saints. The 

quotation is from a letter that she wrote to a friend who prefers to remain 

ano.nymous. In 1959 this was written. Flannery ·O'Connor is from Georgia, so - _ . .. _. 
there is continuity in the day already. 

She wri tas, "Madison ~ones stopped by here a few Satur4ays ago and · sa t a 

good while;. It seems· that his wife and fo~ children are Catholics. He said 

he guessed he was inte~lectually cORvinced but just didn't have the .faith. 

My cousin's hUsband who al.so teaches at Auburn came irito the church last week. 

He had been going. to t4ass wi th them but never showed any interest. We asked 

how he got inter~stea and his ·answer was that the sermons were so horrible, 

hI? knew. there .Jnus~ be something else there to make the people come." 

Assumin9: th~t. describes ·the home synagogues and congregations of none of 

us, we will nevertheless look at some of the· reasons that still make . the peoPl:-e 

come. Our problem this morning is that we do not operate in a theological 

vacuum in this country. If we did, we could start from scratch and build a 

theology which would undergird the necessary change in ·energy, and the economy, 

the ecology in this country. But we · live in a situation in which the theological 

is deeply intertwined with the political, a situation in which we have legitimized 

our political and economic lives on theological grounds ·. 

It may be that the .~nergy crisis confronting us, "the moral equivalent of 

war," as President Carte:r said in July, is dependent fox: its resolution, if not 

its solution, on a theological· reformation ... if not a . theological revolution. 

I say this because we have theologies which make it difficult for us to confront 

the problem. Let me sketch only two examples familiar to you all as patterns 

of suc~ theology . They are patterns· which are inimical to a sober assessment 

of what we are abo~t, to a sober· assessment of th~ world ·which we have created. 



The f.irst theology is aptly suimnarized by a gospel hymn that . we sang in 

my family _growing . ~p two hundred and some miles from that last picture, in 

. So~th ",Dakota. If: it were aft~tnoQn, I would :.sing it, but I .will . simply repeat 

the lyrics -- for which you may pay me later. 
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"This world is no.t my home, I'm just' a-passin' through . . My treasures are 

laid up ' some;where b,eyond the blue. An anger beckons me from heaven's open door I 

and I can't feel at;. home in t1).is world anymore." Aha:, I see on your faces: we 

really ought just to stop and sing the thing! 

It is busconsciously in a, vast majority, I suspect of, us in this roqm. 

Thi"s is a theology which really does not take this material world very seriously. 

It look~ at the planet earth rather like a Holiday Inn, arid one ·of the delights 

of j1:lst passing through is that ' you · can leave the ~athroom messy in the morning 

and ge,t away from it and .it really doesn't mat~er. It leads to an ethic ·which 

' treats the physical world as distinctly inferior to that spiritual glory which 

awai ~s, us ~y. and. by" 

'This is, an astute and ,important g.roup o~ ~of?le here. We -might like ,to 

think that this kind of a theology is no longer predominant in this country. 

But I ,am not convinced-. Th.ere are days on the planet when I sing ' this. song 

with great passion, and I think all of us have to admit that we do ~ But there 

are . many people in the peWs of our synagogues and congregations for whom this 

theology is their !;!alvation. It enables th~ to get through a very messy · day. 

And when we challenge .this theol,oqy ,wt:J.enwe challenge the assumption. that ~e 

material ~rld is simp~y a passing world, we go to- the heart of wti~t enables. 

,these people to face the. planet. We stlake ~o.lo:lndat:i,ons a~ our gr,e~t peril 

theological,ly. 

But I do not see how we can say, !'This world is not my home," and profess 

' ecological justice at the same time. In the little study bo~klet we all got it 

makes very clear...,.. I'ecol.oqyll comes from the Greek, mean·ing !'home." And ther~ 

is nothing here other th~n a, great clash between two theologies.. If we' are , to 

make any difference in ourselves and the members of our religious bodies, we 

. have to face the fact of the clash. 

The se<:ond pattern, theologj,:cally, is one at least as dominant. It's a 

pattern which can also· be sunlmarized aptly in· a hymn. Sometimes I ' think theolo­

.gians . ought to pay. ',more attention to .what gets sung by people of a ' Sabbath 

morning. This hymn i 's familiar to· many of you, and I will u.se it :;"n the 

"old" la.nguage. 

I;Once to every ' man and nation comes a moment to decide, in the strife of 

truth with falsehood, for the good or evil sidei some great ca~se, God's new 



messiah, offering each the bloom or blight, and the choice goes by for ever, 

'twixt that darkness · and that · light;. . The.n to side with truth is noble, When 

we share her wretched crus~, Ere her cause bring fame and profit, and 'tis 

prosperous to be just; Then it is the brave man chooses, Whil~ the coward 

stanq,s aside, Till the multitude make virture of the faith they had denied . " 

I can't think of a hymn which summarizes "the dominant theology of the 

united States of America any more succin.ctly. How can one sing that hymn, 

,iin the strife of truth with falsehood for the good or evil side" without 
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images of everything from John Wayne to football coming up? It is an assumption 

of the utter dichotomy of the good and the evil. of the light and the darkness. 

and there is no doubt in the singers on which side weare on. In addition, it 

is implicit, but almost ~xplicit, in the hymn that even the coward who lags 

behind 'unt~:l ~~re 1 s more than a crust as the reward of truth -- even the 

'coward andthe ,Inultituqe ',will have fame and profit an!i prosperity as a reward 

for justice. The righteous will inherit the earth. But the righteous will 

inherit an earth which i ,5 material affluencE:!. 

I do not pres~e to trace how this theology through Americ~n history . 

It is famil~_ar to us by virtue of our breeding. But we have to be honest that 

it is a very powerf~l theo+ogy which-mOtivates people to action ·in this country. 

It is a theology which says that God loves America in a peculiar way. More than 

Iran . More than Afghanistan or the U.5.S'.R. And, because God loves America in 

this peculiar way, from the. Pilgrims on Plymouth Rock right up to the present 

day, our problems are only temporary testings . The .s.olution will come because 

God loves ' us. God ' will take away the . limitations , on natural resources. We 

will ' all of a sudden hav~ unlimited material abupdance again because we are 

good people. How do you ·motivate, people to cut back when their theology 

promises them unlimited abundance? How do you prevent .their £a-ith. from 

crumbling when it is so dearly attached to an understanding of their own wealth? 

We sometimes forget the fear, the loss of identity which t~reatens when the 

principles start to shake. We forget that the theology, the understanding of 

what it means to be a people is essential for survfval . If the theology, the 

relationship, with the sacred collapses, the world collapses. ' 

. It 'is painfully sobering to us to hear of the Tellico -Dam Project and the 

covering over of the sacred burial ground of the Cherokee nation . Of course, 

th~ media 1!Iade it s,ound iike i t ~s 'only the snail darter, but it is covering 

over the sacred burial gorund of the Cherokee nation. And that people ceases 

to ,exist. W,e:must take seriously', it seems to -roe, ' tnat middle class Americans 

feel also so threatened when this theology is challenged, and how we enable 



peop~e in' thi~ transition period to go through a revolution of their basic 

principles, is ~ question confronting us today. 
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We ,need 1D :{lear mu~h moore .stro.ngly th~t qual,ity of life cannot be attached 

to material affluence and wealth. Think back to what we hearq this morning. 

The assumption w,as that we have resoui"c~s to live a "quality of 1i£-e" lifestyle 

(which hardly ever gets defined) without m~ing any sacrifices, really, without 

much pain. How do we enable people to see that qua+ity of life in the future 

means a serious reduction of material affluence -~ and God still loves us? 

The theology wliich will.· enable -us to 9.et through is a theology aborning. 

Arid it had better be ~at · the .people" in this room are part 6f that laPor process. 

Let me try an example of how this theology can be built up without reciting what 

. is familiar to us all. I sometimes wake up in the morning and hear ringing in 

my ears, "Dominion is .not domination." And I don't wake · up very fast, but I'm 

gett~ng very tired. already of ~earing ·that reinterpretation of Genesis. But let 

me tell you why. 

I live in Boston. And, I do not own a car (that now from the · group should 

elicit general polite applause). 1 do not o~ a car and therefore, I ride the 

MBTA in Boston. The one you can't get out of without a nickel, remember, in 

the song? I ride the Boston College Gre·en Line. I can walk to work in forty­

five mil!utes and g.e .t there by trolley in two hours. Bu~, on Monday night I was 

trying to get · home; I finally found the Be Green . Line getting to the Park Street 

station, and I got on, suitcase in pando I found my little place by the exit 

where you can stand on the stairs, · all set f9r the next half hour. I looked 

down and ~ pur.se was open. And immediately it was obvious to me what I would 

find in my p~se -- the absence of my .wallet, which I did. An · ~ugustinian 

nothingness. 

And I had many thoughts. The third thing that I thought . .. .. was how was I 

go.1,n9' to live w~thout my cred.4,t cards . And tl?-en I thought, · how was ·1 going to 

get· to Washington on Thursday without my credit cards? And, I thought he prob~ly 

needed the money. Why "he?" It wasn't a generic us.age. 

And, then I thought, how can this happen to me, because I · an so righteous 

in riding thi·s system instaed of owning a car! My theology r:igh.t there was 

embarrassing but a very common reward-system theology. But .I -managed to handle 

it .all. I was not guilty in any sense, even for the stup~d~ty of wearing the 

purse with the c"lasp out. Who were guilty? "They." The economic system of 

Boston which leads certain people to steal (that's .a lineral interpretation of 

the event). The MBTA of Boston, the most unbelie:vable public non-transportation 

system in the country. And the po"iitical system of Bos"!:on. I loc~ted the 
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demonic, ' went home, and was spared from. any particular challenge in reducing my 

lifestyle which this sign, that GOd obviously gave me, might have encouraged. 

Because the evil was over in those systems and I was back home dialing to get 

those cards back as quick as possible." 

And it pain.s me to realize the comfort of a little piece of. gold plastic, . 

from American " ExPress -- ·gold._ by the way _ I ne~ a theology which tells me not 

only that the goal is Shalom in our new understanding of it. I need a theology 

which tells me not- only that my dominion doesn't permit me to dominate. I need 

a " theology whi.ch will enaple me to 40 what I full well already know I have to do. 

And that is ' to c~ange a . whole hunk of the way I live, privately' and Politically. 

So, i~t me t~ an ~ntimation of such a theology. I gpt to .it this morning 

while ·certain others were slumbering away peacefully after having planned this 

conference, and I ar9se ·at the ~rack ot· dawn. (Thi.s is .alJ;io ·a sobering experi­

en·ce. ) It came to me that one could look at passages o·f Genesis in terms of the" 

new theology from the concept of naming. It mu~t have heen a playful and serious 

moment as all these biological anonymi ties came trol¥lcing by. And Adam named 

them. White, wooly: "sheep" (whatever the Hebrew is). 

Now, what is happening there is that the biological neutral is being trans­

formed into cosmos -- into world., and that responsibility is a r.esponsihility 

that all too many believers in this society forget. If this is a moral crisis, 

what ·are we talking about? We are talking about a crisis in the Creative recep­

tion and transformation of the earth. It's ·a Tillichian definition of morality: 

to receive creatively from God:;.ari::1 to transform the material stuff of the planet 

irito world fnto meani.ng --- into a place we can call home ~ Part of the theology 

which we must enable ourselves to use is a theology which enables us again to be· 

morally responsible creatures · in this system. 

To name what -must be named. If it is. great material sacrifice, we must say, 

"great material sacrifice." If i ·t is simply boarding up a few windows, then we 

must say "board up a few windows." The religious cormnunities might have the 

leisure to name courageously. I am convinced that one does . not get elected to 

public office in the Unit~d St~tes by naming courageously. On the other hand. 

those offering plates continue to go around, don't ·they? 

How can we disentangle the proclamation of the right naming of things from 

our own economic self-interest as institutions? We have our own heating bills, 

rents, programs which need money, institutions which need, after all, some 

financial or material base in order to proclaim the. moral responsibility of God's 

creatures. The proclamation is made difficult by our own reluctance to .separate 

the right name from our own institutional self-in~erest. 
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Even if the naming of the realities i,~ firm, it is no longer clear that 

many are able. to hear . the p~clamation. It is no longer clear that moral respon­

sibili:ty ·is a meaningful category for individual . human beings, a category that 

makes immediate sense. Much of theculture we have created serves to remove moral 

responsibility from the individual. In order to say this most suc'cintly, let me 

use a - ·passage from C~istopher Lasch' 5 provocative, if controverted book, THE 

CULTURE OF .. ·. ~CISSISM ~ He is ~iting abc;)U"t ,the relocation of moral responsj,.bility 

and the creation of n'l9ra1 dependants'" 

Therapy "l"ab:els as sick.ness what might otherwise be judged - as weak. or · 

willful actions; it thus equ.~ps the pati~nt to fight , (or resi.gn "himself) 

. to the disease, instead of irrationally finding fault with h~~lf. 

Inappropriately extended b'eyond the consulting room, 'however ~ therapeutic 

m.o:rali ty encourages a pe:cnan~nt suspension of 'the moral sense. There is 

a close . connection, in turn, between the erosion of moral responsibility 

and ·the waning of the capacity for self-help ~- in the ca~egories used ' 

. by' John R. Seeley, between ,the elimination of culpability and the elimi-

. na~io.i'l of competence. "What says 'you are not ,gu'ilty' , says a+so 'you 

cannot 'help yours_elf.' II Therapy legit~tes deviance as , a sickness, 

but;, it simultaneou~ly pro~oun,ces the patient unfit to man'<:t~e his own ' 

life and' delivers him iqto the hands of j1 speciali~t. · As therapeutic 

~ints of view and 'practice .. gain general accept,ance, more and more people 

find themselves disqualifi~, in effect, from ,the performance of adult 

~'esPonsibilities and become depend~nt on S9me form of ' medical authority. 

,It used .. to .be ,that, pe~ple ,w.ere ',clllpable for, which impl~ed .t;:hat 'they were 

capable 'of, · some 'control over their lives. We' used words like "moral and 

immoral, II "respdnsible and irresponsible, to or, as Russell Baker recently wrote, 

people even used to be. mean, downright rotten, ' like Mean Joe Green. But that 

lmplies ' competenc~, control, some independence. Now' people a.re only deprived, 

or affluent, or neur9tic, not really responsible Subjects but only dependents. 

But, if we take away from human beings the right to be rotten, we take away 'from 

them 't:he ability to be competent over their own affairs. 

I no longer can be a moral 'agent. I go· to an expert to cure me. I am 

neither "guilty" nor "right." I'm only 'sick or cured'. But, Lasch goes at'). to 

·trace. this· amoral dependence, not simply to the inc~easingly medical terms 'that 

we use to describe ourselves, but to a dependence on g.overnment and big:' corpora­

tions. 

i no longer have to worry about very much in my · life. The other day it 

occurred to me I hadn't really made a moral choice in about five months. I me.an 
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really moral. Not what I do with little private stuff, what I do in a disco in 

New York for example, but a really moral question. Like energy. Because that 

re~pon~.ibi1i;y has been removed from me. It I S somebody 'else I s problem. To locate 

again moral responsibility in the human being, who not only sits a~one but consti­

t~te5 the systems. 

Before we label as demonic too ,quickly multinational corporations or any 

. other entity, we ought n,ct, to be ,too quick to rerilove moral culpability and 

competence f~om people. 

And, that -leaves ,me with one final comment. In orie of- the most pro'vacative 

pocks I have' read lately, Georg~ Steiner makes a ve~y fascinat;.ing co:mme'nt. The 

book is In Bluebeard's Castle. He says, "It's very tough living w:ithout heaven, 

which many pe9p!e find themselves ' having to do in this culture. But it',s even 

tougher living without hell, because then you have to create it above ground. 

Theologically, we !,!-eed the courage of our convictions to speak again suc.h trans-

cendent words as "heaven" and "hell, II as "sin" and "evil, n as well as "hopen .and 

"grace" and "courage." To name the proper names even when it's naming ¢e demons 

.appropriately . 

The courage to name the theological realities. tt is in that hope of 

courage, that hope of 'courage to all :those people in the pews .... hp 1909 for the 

certainty of a cl'ear theological word, that I close my remarks this morning. 

Thank you. 

SELECTED OUESTIONS FROM THEOLOGICAL I!~ERATlVES DISCUSSION 

A) Ouest10n: nr. · Bett~nhausen said our locating the deconic is a part of 

the problem and wanted. to point .us to our. 

own responsibflity rather ' than to try to locate the demonic. Then, at the 

end of your talk, I heard you say very clearly that locating the demonic 

.... ithin the multinationals is wrong. I guess I was . disturbed that the con­

ference was set up in concentrating bur focus on conservation :and renewables 

and before that .... e .were omitting what I r,egard as an important fourth focus, 

which is ~ing to gain some kind of economic control or public control over 

the multinational oil companies and that whole -- I see our -- is it just an 

ecological crisis - ecological crisis did you call it? I also see it as an 

ecumenical crisis. And, so I ·gue.ss my question is, do you recommend that we ' 
. . 

.theologically ignore the multinational or do you have any kind of theological 

goals that would be helpful for analyzing what is happening in that sector? 

Dr. Elizabeth Bettenhausen: I'm grateful for the question because it is 

unusual that I speak too clearly and in that case I · did. I did not mean 

to suggest -- I did not mean to say that we ought not at times to locate 
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the demonic also in systems -- some of which are multinational corporations. 

OUr problem is to locate it solelY' there or .-too quickly there. And, I think 

that's a problem because, try as we may, Exxon n~ver really stands before us 

as a culpab.le approachable thing. 

If we get pe~ple off the hook as moral agents by refusing to allow them 

the freedom of being guilty and wrong, I don I t knO"'l wo whom we then go to 

say, the l3ystem too ' i .5 demonic and please fight. 

So, if the demonic is .defined as structures of destruction which I ~ink is 

a helpful definition from" Tillich, then "individuals can act demonically and 

.systems ca~ act demonically, but we can't get off the hook .by saying, it's 

only one or the other. That's all I rea-lly meant to say and didn't. 

Mark Talisman: We were tempted when we were thinking about this conference 

to tak about those ve~y is~ues. I might remind you that I'm depending on 

your co"nsideration. We are wasting prec~sely tp.e same amount of energy as 

we are imp6rting in these United States, . in terms of actual barrels and 

dollars and gallons. So that, you know, Pogo is . ~ight if one wants a 

theology. We have indeed met the enemy and it is us, in addition to those 

.other problems. 

T.W. Simon: Would it not be a f~ct . that if at the grass roots level, the 

message is carried ·that the consumables ~an be reduced, will this not.say 

to the multinationals. -- the large coroporations that the rate of the economic 

rampant incre.ases of p:r::ices and this type of thing must co;ne in line because 

of. ~e fact "that this is no longe.r an item that is in great demand by the 

masses of the pe~ple from the poor ri~ht on up to the affluent. 

And, it would seem to me t~en that to identify ~~e demonic in the individual 

offers us a greater potential for solution than trying to attack a nonexistent 

entity if you have to go to the concrete. There is no such thing as a concrete . 

multinational. It becomes a corporate type of thing which is nonexistent. 

so, it seems to me· that when we reach the grass roots and C{:ln communicate to 

the g~ass roots the need for conserVation and to move away from excesses~ that 

herein lies the potential for solution in a rapid way. I think someone earlier 

today talked about what we can do now. That seems to me .to be the greatest 

solution, potentially. 

B) :~Qul:!stion: Frank Schulman: Religious groups obvi9usly are attempting to uplift 

the poor for social and ethical reasons, and how we reconcile what we heard 

this morning with the fact that if we accomplish wh~t we said{ that we are 

certainly. going to reduce th:e"'opportunities for upward -:mobility of minorities r .. 

f9r ·women I s moving into the greater stream. And, how· do we convince the 
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less developed countries around the world -- that what they are doing is 

morally correct in using less energy .and less resources -- how do we 

convince them that poverty is beautiful? 

Dr. Elizabeth Bet~enhausen: Well, I don't hink poverty is all that beautiful, 

by and large, and t am not -- I did not .try to say that we all ought to aspire 

to impoverishment. I tried to say that some of us could aspire in that direc­

tion and that as long as most of us keep aspiring in the ot~er direction ~-

in the devel.oped nations the rest of the world has no chance whatsqever. 

C) Question: Marc Tannenbaum: I want to raise an issue that really began that 

conversation that President Carter referred to this morning, on the evening 

of July 10th when he ,met-with a group of ten religious leaders and academic 

leaders to discuss the malaise of America. In a sense I think there's contin-

uity in that conversation today, but I would -like to' underscore what I ' think 

may not be 'al~ogether ' adequately joined in terms of the depth of the moral 

dilemma that we .need to face, wit)l far greater ' acuity and sobriety than I 

think we are facing it. 

There is a profound moral contradiction at is~ue that has to be confronted 

and dealt with. I think it's been alluded to; I simply want to try to inten­

sify the formulation of the question. The question of conservation is, I think 

as all of, you have implied, the issue of mora~ values. And, it seems to be 

critical to face the inherent dilemma in American culture and civilization. 

At the heart of the American value system, and in many ways ' re-enforced by 

certain kinds of theologies, is the notion that personal fulfillment .in God's 

grace is made man~fest in . public success, and the signs of that success are 

the accumulation of things. The middle class ~agery in America of success 

is not only a winter home but now a summer home and two cars and swimming 

pools and all kinds of additions to that which are external signs of having 

God's grace or having fulfilled oneself and received accolades in the public 

domain for havi.ng been successful. 

The depth of the problem we face, I believe, is formulated in Daniel 

Borstein"s .study, America and Its Discontents. Borstein declares that the 

most powerful value formation agency. in America and in all western civili­

zation is the advertising industry. And it has one purpose. From the 

moment you get up :m the morning and turn on the I~Today" ShON to going to 

sleep at night after Johnny Carson, it is buy this and buy this if you want 

to be seen as beautiful, if you want to be seen as socially acceptable, if 

you want to be seen as having fulfilled the American ideal, yOu must indulge 

yourself in an endless pursuit of the purchase of this deodorant which will 
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make you instantly acceptable ,Old this perfume which makes you i ·nstantly lovely, 

instantly seduc_tive. ,The entire weight of the culture is 'towards the accumu­

lation of material goods and conspicuous consurnption~ There'fore. the notion 

that sqmehow, if we name the name, ·and we. find the ri9'ht language, that 

somehow we are going to be able . to reverse the value system, almost has , 

built" into it a kind of fantasy quality. 

-And it seems · to me one must face that, in terms of the pbwer and the weight 

of the" cul.ture' ·that is against a~st everything 'tie are .,talking about~ in 

terms of ' self-discipline, self-retraint, : and it raises ultimately ,th~ question 

that I think you alluded to earlier, the question of quality of life, said 

perhaps a little more sharply: What is really the meaning of human existence? 

What -really constitutes one's personal success in ohe's life? It has to be 

re-:tho~ght from a profound biblical and prophetic perspective. It seems to 

me that we ought to begih thinking in terms of this conversation today as 

not b~ing another ' 24~hour wonderful sensational meeting -- you go to the 

'iihi te . House and you have a zqeeting in the Rayburn .Building and then somehow 

it's over. It means the ~eginning of the launchi~g of a 'major national 

dialogue with the whole of the American people, of who we are, wha_t we stand 

for, what are our valu~s/' what ·are our lives . really about. 

It also means facing the qUestion of a pa'thetic critique against the values 

which are built into the American culture system as it exists today . 

So; beyond that, it requires ~s to develop, I think, the formulation of my late 
'. - : 

dear ,fri~nd, 'Carlisle Marney, : is something of a very 'good beginri.ing 'point in · terms 

0:£ . _the ,ethics of .par.Simo~y .. : "The le<l:st that · will. , re~llly' do". I just ,,,ant to · make · 

this final observation as a way of 'sharpenin<;1 the issu~ that the hea.rt of 

the probl~ o~ having to ~e ~hoicesl of revaluin.g orie's 'own lif~ · and the 

values of the' soc.iety, · is . a plain si.mp~, e reality. And, ti:lat is, Americans. 

thank God in many ways, but Americans do not know the meaning of suffering. 

This nation has 'never suffere4i 'except for the depression period, we have 

never encountered -g·enui.ne human sufferi.ng except at the lowest l~vels' of 

societies of the poor and the ilIlpoverished. and they are outsi4e of our sight.' 

I've just come back from Thailand. Cambodia, Southeast Asia r and to see 

people like ourselves -- professors. surgeo~s, doctors. theologians -- middle 

.class people living at the verY brink of their existence, thankf~l just for 

the breath of life itself to be lived day by day, the bread and water. You 

get the sense of how' removed we are from the rest of the world. Eight hun­

dred.million people, every day, go to bed hungry, starVing. And, we are 

talking about w:hat kind of-minoraccomodations do we make to make an easy 
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transition into another line of life style. 

I think you staed the issue at the outset, but it really has to be faced. 

If we are srious about the problem of conservation, it calls for a funda­

mental and radical theological reformulation and for acting that out and 

encountering our entire society. To face the basic questions of our identity 

as persons and as a people. 

D) Question: Richard Hinz: Following up on Rabbi Tannenbaum's remarks, I'd like 

to address the question of Dr. Bettenhausen. I'd like to go back to your early 

morning's search . You used, as two examples, two theologies which have a 

prevalence in America which I suppose, had we traced them, we wold say they 

grew out of either cultural or environmental surroundings. In other words, 

the culture of the environment caused the theology to happen -- either by 

indifference or neglect. There is in your early morning search a desire to 

go back to our roots and get to more fundamental, almost non-cultural, non­

environmental strengths and basics and fundamentals to place under us. 

How can we know right now, and this is not an implied criticism, but to 

try arid enter into your search this morning. How do we know that the basics 

to which you led us this morning are rot being so influenced by the crisis 

that all we have done at this moment is to pick up some theological dimen­

sions, rather than really going back to the roots, those things that will 

foster that radical reformulation of a theology which will help us in good 

times and bad; and will be equally applicable in ' good times and bad. 

Dr. Bettenhausen: Well r your tradition and my tradition has a notion shared 

by many in the room if not all, that the roots or the ultimate or the infinite 

comes to us in finite things. I don't think we can ever go 'back "far enough 

into the morning before s~nrise to find a pure theology untouched by environ­

mental effects; and therefore, part of what we are about is the audacity to 

risk saying, "This is now true" when we know full well certainly we never 

do have that complete truth. ' 

But we all come embodied and so will our search to bring about that 

revolution of values. 

E) Question: Dean Lewis: For Professor Bettenhausen. As you traced the 

elements of the operating theology, there was one element that you touched 

on but nay be more important. You didn' .t talk much about the theologically 

based convictions about freedom that seem to me always to stand in the way 

of getting done what everyone says needs to be done. We seem to have an 

operating assumption that the only way our society can bring those thing~ 
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off is ~he rna~Siv~ process of in~ividu~l ' ~oluntary decision. 

Most societies work out ways of socially defining problems and requirements 

and enforci.ng those. We seem to have unusual trouble, and I wonder if that ' s 

part of that theological root this fear of coersion .,..:- this ~nwillin9ne'ss 

to r~aily define .and enforce the right kinds of social behavior for ourselves. 

Dr. Bettenhausen: Yes, I think it is a point well making and I suspect there 

will be opportunities in the rest of the day. How I s that, Mr. Chairpers(;m7 
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The ·fading of the Petroleum Age is an event of 91ob~1 significance. 

Along with coal, oil and n~tural g:as powered the Industrial Revolution that trans­

.formed Western civilization 1n ·less than two centuries. While ,it helped widen the 

gaps among the First, .Second and Third Wor~ds, cheap oil made possible most of the 

materi.al 9a"ins that ali the nations have realized. But the exhaustion of fossil 

fuel reserves is only a ma~ter of time. In the years ahead, .both rich and poor 

count~ies rnu~t find som¢ way of. conserving what ~ey have and of switching over 

their oil-based economies to d·ependence on another energy source without suffering 

collapse. 

The Un~ted States;, even D'IOr~ than some other nations, m?st take steps to 

adjust to the .new energy situation. There are many rea.so.ns for this. First of .all, . . . , . . 

Arnex:ica is the wOi.I!i's ~eading energy co~sumer. With six percent of the populat,ion 

we consume about, 30 percent of. the energy . ~ some extent . this · disparity. simply. 

reflects our extremely high level of inl1ustrial~zatl.On. The· fact remains, however, 

that ~e ava~lability oJ inexpensive t!mergy has made us · careless . W,e waste what 

other countries ·need. 

Reducing our consumption and ~ncou,ra9~:ng a swi ft tral"!si tion to renewable 

energy would benefit us morally even as it benefited others physically. We are 

terribly mat~r.ialistic, by any standard • . If the stor·i of th.e rich young man .who 

questioned Jesus about the '!lay tp sal vation .c:a!1 b~ applied. to .. na tion~, .America 

would ·fit well in the role of him who "went .away 5ad, for hi.s po:s~essions were ma!'\y.j· 

.(Mt. 19:16-22) .Shol!ld the· energy crisis force us to rethin)c-.ou~ profl~gacy, it 

would be a bles~in~ . 
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The Uhited States must ' a1so adjus't in order to ·take care of its own 

people. As the r~cent events in Iran ' and .·at the OPEC meeting show, .we are fri.ght-

eningly dependent on foreign oil. Right now, there are no large-scale energy 

technologies either .here or abroad that can' 'use any substitute power source except 

coal ' or nuclear fission. If the . flow of oil from Africa and. the Persian Gulf were 

~uddenlY interr.upted, the production of goods .... ould be s~~iously hampered, unemploy­

ment' would. jump and the economy in general would be traumatized. Most lunericans 

consider themselves e~onomically secure, all ' things considered. In fact, we are 

extremely vulnerable; our ~rized standard of living could be dashed aga.inst the 

rocks of· scarcity · torrorrow. 

If our ' .country's leaders . have a respons-ibi'li~y to protect ~he average 

.citizen, how .r:'-~ch more 'carefully must they quard the .poor? We must .take the . energy 

crisis seriou.sly for ' the S!a~e of those who will hudd:~e together for warmth this 

winter in .the· ghetto tenements of New York a.nd in lonely . Appalach~an hol~ows. We 

m1Jst a .q.just foi · the sake of J:>e~ple who may lOse ~hat little ea~n~ng power tQey .have 

because ·they cannot get to work during the next gasoline shortag.e.. We must ,:=t;lange 

for the sake of those who .ma'.( · ~.e forced in the nex~ few years t9 make decisions 

. between fue'l and decent. clothing, fuel and health care, even fuel ' a~q food . . 

TherE~ is on'e finaJ consideration that over,.;helms all others _ . ''I'I1e Uni ted 

stat.es owes the ·world · .solid leadEp;ship becau!?e of its power, . and b~cause of the 

. critical role i .~ p~~.ys ~n the 9~obal economy. If we trap ourselves 'by long d~l~ying 

the transition to renewable energy sources, .or hasten the day of reckoning by refusing 

to conserve, ti?-e s.ta~es are survival. BX fai .1ing to lead the world toward s .ecurity, 

we can lead it . to destruction. In the absence ·o ·f well-.develope~ alternative systems, 

what happens when th~ oil and gas r~n o'ut in 20 or . .30 or ~O .years? Do. we . live with 
.' 

the . dang~rs of coal .and nuclear power, .amid boiling citizen protest? What do we . do 

as world ~upplies fa-II lower ' and lower, even before they run out? Do we cut back 
. '. '. . . .' 

and cut back urtt~'l people freeze . in their hOuses an.n rebel in the stree'ts? Do we 
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pay any price to OPEC for the dwindling reserves, growing steadily weaker? Or 

do we fight to protect what we consider our share? What do we do, even before 

supplies run out, even before they get tight, if there is another, longer embargo 

or a revolution in Saudi Arabia or a general political shift away from the West 

among the oil-producing nations? I do not think it likely that the United States 

would peacefully accept economic strangulation. The black seed of the final holocaust 

may underlie the sands of the Middle East. 

The Role of Religious Institutions 

The focus of our discussion this afternoon is "What Religious Institutions 

Can and Should Do on the Energy Issue." I subndt to you, ladies and gentlemen, 

that the most important thing religious institutions can do is to co~unicate some 

of the human reality of the energy situation and motivate a human response to it. 

We are not talking about abstractions and statistics--or we Shouldn't be. We are 

talking about war and famine and suffering . We are talking about the struggle 

against cold, against dark, against isolation. We are also talking about brotherhood 

and sisterhood--or we should be. From all our churches and synagogues, a warning 

must sound. The energy crisis threatens new dangers, creates new victims. As 

believers in a just God, we must stand ready to confront these dangers and aid 

these victims. 

Proper motivation will depend to a great e.xtent on proper education . 

. People cannot develop a sound perspective on energy unless they understand the issues 

in the light of principles drawn from our Judeo-Christian tradition. FOr example, 

that tradition views humanity not in isolation. but as the most important element 

in a wider Creation . It therefore counsels respect for the natural world, emphasizing 

that we have responsibilities as well as rights in its use. As religious leaders, 

we must teach our people the urgency of responsible stewardship, which relates to 

conservation, to air and water pollution, to the prudent use of our remaining 

supplies of oil and gas, and to many other energy issues. 
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The same. ~s true of other general principles suqh as prolJlOtion of the 

conunon 900~; concern about justice 'for all, whether they be qonsurners~ su'ppliers 

or producers; a special _ca"re for the needs of the poor, and mqre . Principles like 

the~e are the particular intellectual contribution the religiou.s 'community can ~ake 

to the national debate over energy. and it is important to keep them before the 

pubiic eye. 

The .National Council of Churches has already _articulated a set of principles 

in the policy statement on energy issued earlier this year. i myself am heading a 
. . 

task group. that is at work on ~reparing a similar statement for the U. S. Catholic 

. Conference. But, as we 'all know, policy statements have limited value as educational 

tools. The religious community still faces a major challenge ~n interpreting and 

explaining the energy cris.is on the grassroot!? level. This ' ch.allenge must; be met 

if moral considerations are to have much weight in helpi~g shape national energy 

pOi icy ; If the ·Catholic · Conference or the Methodist BOard of ChiJrch ' and 'Society 
.. . 

suppo::ts ~nergy aSslstanc·e . for the poor, that' s one thing. If a substantial number 

of rank and file . Cath<?lics or Met-hodists support it. that has .. ·a · ~~ch gl'eater 

political' impact . 

. Educa1;.ion·, then, ··. l~ads . to .. ad,!,ocacy. . Our "overall apP7oacl) t o energy a:? . 

religiou!? leaders, .1 .be:lieve, m\lst emphas i ze generating n.ot only publiC understanding 

' but also public .demand for re!>po nsible policies . The voi:ce of ti'?-e .. r ·eligious .. com­

·.munity, in .its ' b:ead~h and d ~.p.th. must . be audible . in the Whit;e Hou:;;e, in. the S.enate 
. . 

and House . chambers •. in s:t a te ~egislatures, in the hearing r .ooms qf p~.l ic. service 

commissions. We must work for the day when there is .a .real, .informed. grassroots 

constituen.cy for just cn~rgy d12ci!:?ions and legislation. 

In the sh? rter .term, ad.vocac:y pressure wql c q Tt!e pr.imar.ily from individual 

church people, .e .ither ·.professionals 'or concerned citizens. One of the staff at the 

U. S. Catholic Conference "'!hO: . had other dut.i .es · las.t year, for · exa.mple, now ' sp~nds 

a substantial part of his . time working on our energy statement arid monitoring 
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relevant legislation. 'Other Chris,tians and Jews work 'on ene~gy . . .,issues t}:trough 

religious agencies or through ecumenical or secular organi~a-tions. As much as 

possible, we must encourage and assist this involvement, and attempt to form 

net .... o:t::ks through .which peole: of like mind can. band together to make a difference" 

Let me read you something. "Some might conside.r th~ .often-heard command 

ILove thy -neighbo~' u).,te . and OYerused . . yet: ";n reality this IfIpst basic . of phrases 

needs constant "restating in .order . to remind us of our most, basic obligation. Love 

of neighbor and justice 'cannot be separated. Love of neighbor :t::equires action: 

prayer and refl"7'ction with -follow-up. we must act. And act·no~ because of the 

economics of the __ s'i"tuation, but"because i .t is an inherent par-t· - o~ ha'ving ~aith-. " 

This' statement is . adapted from a P~.rish Action Bookle_t put , togetJ:ler -. by 

the Of_fice of Human Relations Service !n the Roman Catholic Diocese' of Portland, 

Maine. Beyond education, ' beyond advocacy, is direct action : to ~ea~ with the effects 

the energy crisis has on pe'op1e's .lives. Here, . too, religious insti.tutions hav:e a 

mission, one with immed.iat~ impact . 

The- three goals of ~he Maine progr~ are to promo-te resp<?nsible ~cia 1. 

change~ to encourage !l les_.s copsumer-ori,ented way of life, and to stimulate peqple 

to help' ~or and ·. el,derly .' peopi.e who. may be suffering pecause of tl1e. high cost and/or 

shortage of energy. . In'fo~tion on federal energy. assistance programs is in,c1u. ded, . ':, ' : .' 

alo ng w~th ~opies of especia~1y helpful publications and a list -of .local social 

servic.e . agencies . . 

:This packet; i t seems to me. is a cpncrete i~lu5tration of ho ...... Christian 

and Jewi!?h congregaticms can act ' to address the herc-and-now of th~ .energy s~tuation . 

It is_ practica~, it is .relati~ely straightforward, and it lead,S people to confront 

both the short-range a~d long-range ' problems that the depl~tion of the world's 9il 

reserves entails. 

There are certa~nly other actions that relig.~ous agencies-:--:-local,. judicatory 

and national--can take as .... ell. Our building:s should be made mor~ energy-efficien t . 
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We should purchase fuel wherever possible in an economical 'fashion, through· agreements 

among clusters of congregations. We should consider investing church funds in the 

development of innovative technologies for conservation and· rene ..... able power. We 

should offer our good offices in negotiating solut~ons to conflicts involving 
. . 

power supply companies and consumers. When eomm':1ni ties 'lay plans for the future, 

represeritatives of the churches and synagogues should taKe part-, offering suggestions 

that take the energy situation and its pOtential impact on the poo~ into account ,. 

The list could be extended indefinitely, but there is ' little point in 

dOing so here· today. Let me conclude by returning to ..... hat 'strikes me as the central 

poi1'!t. The religious community must take the ·energy crisis seriouslY and 'must help ' 

the nation' put it into proper perspective. If Americans are to handle the :inevitable 

tran'si,tion ·to ·rene ..... able sources of., energy wisely, they must not confine tPeir thinki.ng 

to cents per kilo""att-hour and barrels of oil a day . .. They must think also, in terms 

of radiation 'and: acid rain· and the greenhouse effect and the impa.c 't of decontrol 

on the poor. They m)Jst - think of ..... hat scarc{ty and infl.ate~ pr.;i.ces mean for;, peop~e .. 

Here, is a booklet recently puplished by the Conmun'ity Sel"V 'f:ce~"'"Wdftff*;t'fi:i'"tl(jjf: 

Do you know what it, saY~7 It advises people on what to do -when the heat is turned off. 

It ,says, among other _ .thinCJs, that you sl'!ould wrap ne ..... spapers iiround your body to 

'avoid f ,reezing to death! That's what the .,energy __ cri~is really means. If the 

religious community can suc~eed in getting that ~essage across, if it can call forth 

a moral . respc;mse . to that .ur.gent , message. it will serve both God .and ne.~ghbor well. , 



RELIGION AND RESPONSIBLE ENERGY PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

OPENING 
AND 
INTRODUCTIONS 

REVIEW OF 
4/16 MINUTES 

May 27. 1980 - NYC 

Bill Cober- convened the meeting at 10:45 with a prayer. 
Each person then introduced her/himself (see App.A for 
attendance); those not present at 4/16/80 meeting 
briefly described their relevant program (see App. B). 

Bill Caber reviewed the 4/16 minutes , with detailed ex­
amination of the agreemenfs/decisions reached at that 
meeting. There was consensus that the minutes correctly 
reflected those agreements. 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED PROGRAM STEPS FOR R.E.S. 

· A lengthy discussion of the Proposed Program Steps for 
Responsible Energy Sabbath followed (see App. C for 
amended form), The discussion is summarized below: 

Findin2S: Chris Cowap explained that Foundations have 
not yet been approached,., and that the final version of the 
funding proposal would be done once this meeting·had 
agreed on the program and structure. She urged anyone with 
exper.tise in this area ~nd/or contacts within Foundations 
to help w~th fund-raising~ David ~anson and Bill Millerd 
offered their expertise • . Anyone with Foundation contacts 
PLEASE contact Chris! 
Phyllis Sherman a~ked whether government funding would 
be sought; Daniel Polish explained that some agencies 
would have to withdraw from the project if direct government 
funding were involved (because of church-state implications), 
but added that substantial in-kind assistance was acceptable 
and expected (e.g.) printed materials on conservation from 
DOE, display materials from mm and ACTION, etc). 

DISTRIBUTION OF MATERIALS: It was clarified that the first round of materials 
(to be sent to all houses of worship this summer) ... while 
centrally printed. would be distributed by the agenciesl 
denominations, using their own mechanisms and at their expense. 
There was agreement that such materials should be as concise 
as possible in order not to have the distribution blocked at 
some intermediate level (e.g., the usec mails only to Roman 
Catholic dioceses and must rely on them to mail materials on 
to local parishes). Jay Lintner remarked that the UCC 
normally doesn't mail directly to local churches because of 
the expenses but in this case he hoped it would be possible. 
Agreement that each agency has to figure out the best way to 
handle this 4 
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Muriel Bermar raised a potential problem with the Post 
Office if 'agencies use their bulk mailing permits to 
distribute this material; this will be checked into by 
the Responsible Energy Sub-Commit,tee. 
There appeared to he agreement that, while the first 
mailing should aim at so energizing local houses of worship 
that they will all respond, we need to keep in mind the 
possible need for a repeat mailing to those who don't. respond 
the first time) so that the process is open-ended and allows 
people to get involved at any time" even after October" 1980. 
Presuming that the first mailing includes a return covenant 
card on which the congregation indicates whj.ch options it has 
agreed to undertake. the next mailing would consist of specific 
and detailed information on how to do the chosen option{s). There 
was general agreement that at this stage, congregations 
would be willing (and could reasonably be expected) to pay 
at least part of the cost for such materials. The covenant 
cards would be returned to RES staff) who would directly 
distribute such mater.iais. Agencies and denominations would 
be informed by RES staff of their "covenanted" constituency, 
to allow for additional follow-up. 
It was agreed that sub-national ecumenical agencies would 
be informed of and involved with this process~ and that 
local houses of worship would be encouraged to work together 
across denominational and faith lines~ in order ~o maximize 
the impact on their community and to share resource people 
and materials. 

OPTIONS FOR LOCAL CONGREGATIONS: It was agreed that · articulation of religious 
values underlying energy issues must. be a primary goal for 
each congregation. 
The following options ~ere agreed upon (word~ng needs re­
finement; RES COlIDDittee will do this). (Where there are 
blanks) congregation sets its own goal): 
1. Reduce non-r.enewable energy use in 1981 in this house of 

worship 70 below 1979 use. 
2. % of congregation members agree to reduce their 1981 

non-renewable enrgy consumptio~ % below 1979 use. 
3. Congregation will help organize/sponsor a Commun·ity Energy 

Fair,. 
4 . Congregation will work with the poor

J 
elderly and community 

groups to reduce the financial. burden of energy costs on 
. those most vulnerable. 

5 , Congregation will work with others to organize a continuing 
community energy gr.oup of relevant resource persons and 
materials. 

6, Congregation will work to reduce by % the use of 
automobiles by __ individuals ... __ h~holds, and the total 
congregation. 



(3 ) 

7. Congregation will work with others to influence local 
state and national legislation relat-ing to conservatiooJ 

renewables and protection of the poor. 
S. Congregat~on wHI work with others to esta.blish a local 

citizen/government committee to study and act on total 
community energy use (e.g.) the Fitchburg, Mass, model). 

DISCUSSION OF PROPOSED STRUCTURE 

See App. D. fer amended form. Kim White urged openness 
to local and regional input and involvement in the planning 
process. It was agreed that this is necessary) especially 
for the Community Energy Fairs Sub-Committee, but that at this 
time no formal structuring is required. 
It was clarified Bnd agreed upon chatl while funding will 
bllt sought by .and given to all 5 Sponsors acting together .. the 
National Council of Churches will administratively handle the 
funds. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF SUB-COMMITTEES: 

Persons agreed (or J being absent, were "volunteered" by 
others) to serve on the 5 Sub-Committees. See App.f 
for initial membership and responsibilities. 
The Sub-Committees met briefly - to cla~ify their tasks) elect 
a convenor, and agree on future meeting dates. Please get 
directly in tnuch with the convenor if you have questions) 
suggestions or wish to serve on a -Sub-Committee. 

ADJOURNMENT/NEXT MEE:rING 

It was agreed that, barring exceptional circumstances) the 
~ogram Committee will not meet again until the autumn; 
Sub-Committees and the Steering Committee were charged with 
carrying out all necessary tasks in the interim. The meeting 
adjourne4 at 3:55. 

APPS: A - Attendance List 5/27 
B Additional Program Review 
C RES Program Steps . 
D RRES Structure 
E Sub-Committees 

Recorded by Chris Cowap 
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MAY 27. 1981) ATTENDANCE LIST 

ADES, JUDITH - Jewish Community Relations Council 212/221-1535 

BERMAR, MURIEL - United Synagogue of America 212/533-7800 

ttBROMBERG, CHARNEY - Nat.ional Jeuish Community Relations Advisory Council 212/564-3450 

*3YERS, DAVID - U. S. Catholic Conferences . 20:/659-6802. 

*COBER, WILLIAM - American Baptist Churches 215/768-2400 

COOPER, MARY - NCC, Hashington Office 202/544-2350 

*CORBETT, JACK - United Methodist Church & Society 202/488-5646 

*CO~1AP, CHRIS - Division Church & Society-NCC 212/8702421 

DE BOER, JOHN - Joint Strategy & Ac.tion Commission 212/870-3105 

*OOCYJtORN, ROBERT -·Philadelphia Yearly Meeting of Friends .215/241-7238 

GASSER, ELAINE - United Methodist .Women's Division 212/678-6235 

*GOUNARIS, ELAINE ALEXIS - Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 212/628-2500 

*'HOLLIDAY, BERNARD - Council of Churches of City of N.Y . 212/749-1214 

*JEAVONS, THOMAS - Friends United Meeting 301/774-7663 

*LINTNER, JAY - uce Office Church in Society 212/683-5656 

*MC INTYRE, J. RALPH - Baptist Sunday School Board, Southern Baptist Conv. 615/251-2290 

*MILLERD, ~nLLI.AM - Interfaith Coalition on Energy 202/546-5200 

*POLISH, DANIEL - Synagogue Council 202/872-1337 

ROBB, DAVID - (for Philip Newell) United Presbyterian Church 212/870-2918 

*SAPERSTEIN, DAVID - Union of American Hebrew Congregations 202-387-2800 

SHE~~, PHYLLIS - American Jewish Committee 212/751-4000 

SOVIK, MARTnt - Lutheran Council USA Office for Government Affairs 212/484-3850 

*SWANSON, DAVID - Lutheran Church in America 212/481-9870 

TIEMEYER, RATI·()ND - Lutheran Church in America,2900 Queen In, Philadelphia, PA 19129 
215/608-5600 

*TOTTEN, JUNE - American Baptist Churches 202/544-3400 

VANDE BERG·, JA.-..mS - PCUS Office,J4l Ponce de Leon Ave,NE Atlanta,GA 30308 1104/873-1531 

WRITE, KIM - Ca~paign for Ruman Development, usec 202/659-6650 

*Attended 4/16/80 meeting 



ENERGY PROGRM! REVI~.f (ADDITIONAL) 

R&R Energy - 5/27/80 ~ut~s 
APp. B 

American Jew'ish Committee--Phyllis Sherman - p:t::oduces bi-monthly publication, 
"Petro Impact'''; and a newsletter analyzing relevant information. AJC 
chapters promoting conservation in communities; involved in at least elm 
citizens' coalitions (Milll3.ukee-active; Baltimore--starting), Has a 
60-second public interest radio spot, "Energy Today" . 

Presbyterian Church US ("Southern Pres. ")-Jim Vande Berg - Resources local 
congregations for retrofit conservation and renewablesj working on cong­
regational development. (Also working on energy poli~y development). 

1Jnited Methodist Homeng) DiviSion Elaine Gassp..r - General education for tm-l units; 
has program suggestions on energy, and will ex?and education. 

American Lutheran Church--Martin Sovik - Active in citizens' coalitions (e.g., 
Milwaukee); middle judicatOries pushing conservation/renewables. 

Camcaign for Human DeveloD1!lent· (US Catholic Conference)-K.1tn t·1hite - Provides 
$6-7 million annually to fund projects for the poor, with increasing emphasis 
on energy; nerworks educational materials to RC dioceses; writing a booklet 
dealing with energy issues~relevant experience of projects, and teachings of 
the Church. 

• • * • • 
IF, AS SEEMS LIKELY, THE ABOVE Sm!MARIES ARE nHDMPLE'rE OR INCOP.RECT, PLEASE 

LET CHRIS crn.rAP !lAVE AN ACCURATE ACCOUNT OF YOUR ~TERGY PROGRA.."':!:! 
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STRUCTURE FOR RELIGION & RESPONSIBLE EHERGY PROGRAM 

STEERL"lG COMMITTEE: 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE: 

SUB-COMMITrEES: 

ADVISORY BOARD: 

DECISION-MAKING: 

Staff representatives from each of the 5 Sponsors 
(Presently: Dave Byers - usec 

Chris Cowap - NCe 
Ralph MCIntyre - SB5SB 
Bill Millerd - ICE 
Daniel Polish - SCA 
David Saperstein - ICE) 

~ chairpersons of any Sub-Committees which are set up. 

Steering Committee to hold open meetings, annoWlced in 
advance to any Program. Committee members who indicate they 
wish to be so inf9rmed. 

Staff representatives from all Cooperating Agencies (which 
may, if they wish, delegate constituency instead of staff). 
Each Sponsor and Cooperating Agency has one vote. 

Self-appointed members from Program Committee, which assigns 
responsibilities. At least one Steering Committee member 
should be on each Sub-Committee. Sub-Committee selects its 
own chairperson from among Program Committee members, who 
then also. serves on the Steering Committee. 

SUB-CO_TrEES: 

Responsible Energy Sabbath Sub-Committ~e 
Public Policy & Legislation Sub-Committee 
Community Energy Fairs Sub-Committee 
Media Sub-Committee 
FUnding Sub-Committee 

One constituent member from each of the 5 Sponsors. An 
Advisory Board member !rl.ll cha1.r all meetings of the 
Program Committee. 

STEBRING COM!'!ITTEE. IN OOUSULTATION ~rrTH ADVISORY BOARD: 

1. Rires and supervises staff 
2. Raises, receives and allocates funds. 3. Approves major decisions of Sub-Committees and Program 

Committee. 
4. Calls general meetings • 

. . . . . . . . . . . / 



FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT: 

R&R Energy - 5/27/80 ~·1inutes 
App. D. - P.2 

PROGRA.~ COMl:{['ITEE: 

1. Discusses proposed program and materials and makes re­
commendaticns to appropriate Sub-Committee and/or 
Steering Committee. 

2. Self-appoints from its membership persons to serve on 
Sub-Committees. Delegates responsibilities to Sub­
Committees. 

3. Shares infonnatlon/proposed program on related issues. 

EACH SUB-COMMITTEE: 

1 . Carries out responsibilities assigned to it by !?rogram 
Committee, referring major decisions to Steering Committee 
for its approval. 

2. Elects own chairperson, ~ho then serves on Steering 
Committee. 

ADVISORY BOARD: 

1. Consults with Steering Committee as necessary. 
2. Assists as appropriate with fund-raising. 
3. Assigns one member to chair each program Committee 

meeting . 

The National Council of Churches would receive foundation 
grants. Options for handling the money include: 

a) Imprest Funds could be established for each 

or 

participant for their share of Project activ­
ities which then could be managed by each 
participant in their own financial system. 

b) Block grants could be distributed to each 
par~1cipant for their part of the project. 

or 

c) NCCC could pay all bills upon receipt of 
appropriate authorizations for all participants. 

or 

d) Any combination of the above. 

Agreed by Religion and 
R.esponsible Energy 
Program Committee 
Hay 27, 1981') 
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RELIGION AND RESPONSIBLE ENERGY SUB-COMMITTEES 

RESPONSIBLE ENERGY SABBAT!I SUB-COMMITTEE 

Responsible for creating/identifying materials to be sent to local houses of 
worship in relation to Religion & Responsible Energy, working with other Sub­
Committees as appropriate, and for assisting RRE staff to coordinate RES 
activities. 

Jay Lintner, Convenor (UeC office Church in Society, 105 Madison 
Ave. New Y·ork City, NY 212-683-5656] 

Muriel Bermar [United Synagogue of America) 
Bob Dockhom [P~ladelphla Yearly Heeting of Friends J 
Elaine Gounaris [Greek Orthodox Archdiocese] 
Diet.er Hessell (United Presbyterian] 
Kim llhite [USCCJ 

/. Chris Cowap [Steering Committee~~eC] 

MEDIA SUB-COMMITTEE' 

Responsible for creating materials to assist. congregations/communities with local 
advertising/media coverage; creating public interest. t.v. and radio announcements; 
iden tifying good existing media resources for local use·; exploring advisability 
of national pri~-t1me telecast. 

Tom Jeavons, Convenor [Friends United Meeting,l7l00 Quaker Lane, 
Sandy Spring, MD 301-774-7663J 

Bernard. Holliday [Colmcil of Churches of City cf N.Y.] 
Robert Taylor [Southern Baptist. Radio-TV Comm.] , 

PUBLIC POLICY SUB-COMMITTEE 

Responsible for monitoring national and state legislation dealing with energy 
conserVation, renewables and protect.ion of the poor; establing mechanis~ for 
utilizing/creating and informing legislative action networks (in cooperation 
....nth Interreligious Coalition on Energy, l-lashington Interreligious St.aff Council 
[1USC}, -national. and state IMPACl'S, and sub-national ecumenical agencies); 
exploring possibility of sharing models of local ordinances/regulations . 

June Totten. Convenor [American Bapt:1st. Churches, 110 Haryland 
Ave. NE, Hashington, DC 202-544-3400] 

t·1ary Cooper [NCe Hashington office1 
Jack Corbett [UMBCSJ 
Paul Kittlaus [United Church Office of Church in Society-

Washington 1 
[Interfaith Coalition on Energy-Steering 

Committee] 
Bill Millerd 

' . 
Martin Sovik [Lutheran Council USAJ 
David Saperstein 

Steering 
[Union of; American Hebr~ Congregations­
CotaDlittee1 

•• ••• •• • • • 1 
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COMMUNITY ENERGY FAIRS SUB-COMMITTEE' 

Responsible for designing and implementing possible regional training events 
and adaptable model for local cotrmnJnity energy fa.irs; identifying/creating 
necessary resource materials; creating cooperative liasons with appropriate 
government agencies and public interest groups. 

FUNDING SUB-COMMITTEE 

John deBoer, Convenor [Joint Strategy & Action Commission, 
Room 1700A;475 Riverside Dr. NYC, .NY 212-870-3105] 

Dan Karney 
Phyllis Shezman 
Mark Talisman 
Jim Vande Berg 
A Southern Baptist 
Chris Cowap 

{American Baptist Convention] 
[American Jewish Committee] 
(Council of Jewish Federations] 
[Presbyterian Church of United States1 
[to be named by Ralph McIntyre] 
[NCC-Steering Com:nittee] 

Responsible for securing funding to the tune of about $1,500,000.00 to carTy ' 
out all of the above. 

Chris Cowap, Convenor . [Steeririg Committ, NCe, Room 572, 475 
Riverside Dr, NYC, NY 212-870-2385] 

Bill Millerd [Interfaith Coalitipn on Energy] 
David Swanson [Lutheran Churches in An~rica] 



WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON CONSERVATIOn 

by Marc H. Tanenbaum 
(Rabbi 'ranenbaum is national interreligious affairs director 

of the American Jewish Committee.) 

During the Camp David "summit" meeting that President Carter 

held with ten religious ieaders,ll on July 10th, I proposed to the 
President that he shoWld convene a White House COnfe:N'DCe on 

the Mo ral Imperatives for Con~rvation. The President liked the 

ide;3., and that conference was held last Thursday in the East Room 

of the White House. 

Before some 150 of the nation's major Christian and Jewish 
leaders, President Carter and Secretary of Energy Duncan soberly 
portrayed the magnitude of the ~risis that faces America and its 
allies unless we mobilize all our resources ~o redu~e.drastically 

our p~ofligate con~ption of oil. America consumes forty percent 

more oil than we produce, and that pbaces the entire nation 

as hostage to the volati.le OPEC countries. 

Americans generally have resisted facing that problem of 

dependency on OPEC, and the vulnerability of our foreign policy to 

their blackmail. In March 1979, a poll showed that 70 percent of the 
American people thought the oil shortage was tla hoax" concocted by 

the oil companies. The emergence of Ayatollah Khomeini and America' ·s 

embargo of 700,000 barrels of Iranian oil, and the Soviet Uhion's 

ruthless rape of Afghanistan, have now persuaded most Americans that 

the oil crisis is for real. A late poll now reveals that 68 percent 

of the American people are prepared to undeE~ake conservation measures. 

(While American Jev~_ and Israel have bad self-evident reasons 

for pushing conservation~ 'the White House Conference disclosed that 
d- t "/ 

Christian 'Jleaders noV{ understand that this is a p rofound American 

problem and that they better to ge t to work now mobilizing the 145 

million Americans affiliated with our religious institutions to start 

cutting down on the obscene waste of resources. There was fruitful 

discussion of "an ethic of parsimony," defined as "how to get along 
wi th the least that will really do. n If they act on their moral beliefs 
these religious leaders can play a . tIl . 
America from bondage to the new OilP~hVO a h ro e 1n eventaally freeing _ arao B. 



OUice .. , 

Ch~irman Elme r Winler 
Vice·Chairman H. E. loving 
S"crel~ry Irene Bro wn 
Treasurer Dave Sharpe 

Direc lors : 

Mary Barbas .. 
Bern~rd Senn 
. rene Brown 

' Richard Darling 
Ca'OI Orummond 

°Jol1n Duncan 
Nul Eigenleld 
.... Iberl GUYode . 
Robin Gales 
Alice Gauer 

°Andrew GJlvin 
Norman Gill 
Camill e Haney 

' Oic ~ Hu ld 
Frank HeilbroMe r 
Belly He nry 

°Conrad C. Kaminski 

°Hamilton loving 
°Anlhony Maggiore 
• John Mclean 
Will iam O'Oonne ll 
.... Iice Pelushek 
Wait e . Rala; 

'John Schade 
qave SMrpe 
0,. JOhn J. Solon 
~ill Sp"vac,,~ 

J ohn Slevens 
Sylyia We ber 

Elme. Win.", 
Adrian I'/i,ni e wsk; 
Cha .IOII" Zieve 

°e'"cur ive Commillee 

Oove Sharpe 
exec ulive Oire"OI 

July 16. 1979 

President Jimmy Carter 
The White House 
'to7ashington. Doe 0 

Dear President Carter: 

I commend you on your persistent efforts to make 
our country energy independent, The commitment 
that you made in Tokyo, I believe, can and must 
be met in the shortest time p.ossibleo We h.ave 
the capacity, the commitment and the resources in 
America to bring us to a point -where we will be 
independent and will get out from under the heel 
of tne OPEC countries ° 

I believe that Americans are willing to follow you 
in your efforts towards the UoS. becoming energy 
independent. We can immediately take steps to 
wring out the waste in the use of energy in America', 
A good part of this can come from voluntary effor ts 
on the part of all Americans. I do not believe that 
this calls for any .real sacrificeo I have doubts 
at this moment of time if people wi ll sacrifice 
their comforts or conveniences. On the other hand, 
I do believe that through a proper and hard-hitting 
program we can bring about at least a 10% reduction -­
in the use of energy by all segments of our population. 

_Thi s will require a minimum of change of habits. I also 
,believe that the best approach is to show the public 

~ how they can'. save dollars through reducing the use of 
energy. 

I am submitting. to you some ideas and recormnendations 
that I would hope would be useful to you as you move -

5301 North Ironwood Road, milwaukee, WI 53201 (414) 961-1000 
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President Jimmy Carter 
July 16, 1979 
Page 2 

ahead in a forceful and dynamic way to free this 
country of the stranglehold of OPEC. I do hope 
that some of the ideas that I am present~ng will 
be useful to you as you move your important . programs 
forward. 

V~lY yours .• 

U-~c= 
, ~ . 

Elmer L. Win ter 

Ene. 

. . 



RECOMMENDATIONS TO PRESIDENT CARTER 

FOR AN EXTENSIVE VOLUNTARY 

CONSERVATION OF ENERGY PROGRAN 

AFFECTING ALL SEGMENTS OF THE 

~1ERICAN POPULATION 

Submitted by: Elmer L. Winter 
Chairman 
Miltvaukee Alliance to Save Energy 
5301 N. Ironwood Road 
Miltvaukee. WI 53201 
(414) 961-1000 

July, ·1979 



The commitment made by President Carter at Tokyo was 
appropriate and one I believe that Americans will be willing 
t9 accept. Americans want desperately to get out from under 
the heel of the OPEC countries. They are looking for leader­
ship to, in effect, "wreck the OPEC." .. AIuericans look longingly 
to ne"., sources of energy but I think they are pragmatic and 
understand that these new sources will not come on stream in 
any substantial quantity until at least five years from now. -

dne of the major alternatives that I believe ~ericans 
will readily accept is to reduce the use of energy on a v'olun­

- tary basis by lO~{'. .This can be done without sacrifice. This 

/ 

can be done merely by wringing out the waste in the day to. day 
use of energy consumed "'"'by all Americans. 

In a recent survey conducted by Roger Seasonwein Associates, 
Inc., the following results were obtained: 

"Should this nation's efforts to save energy rely on 
voluntary programs to conserve energy a great deal, a 
good deal, a fair amount, not too much or not at 'all?" 

RELY ON, 

"Grea t deal 
Good dea I 
Fair amount 
Not too much 
Not at all 
Don't know 

BASE, TOTAL S~1PLE 

TOTAL PUBLIC 
- 3/79 

lrJ 68 

12} 12 24 
8 

This indicates that 2/3 of the American public believe 
we should rely on voluntary programs to conserve energy. I 
would urge you not to talk in terms of sacrifice because there 
is still the question of lack of believability on the part of 
the American public as to whetner the shortages are real or are 

, the result of conspiracies by 01.1 companies, OPEC cOuntries, 
lack of proper information, etc . . There is a tremendous problem 
of credibility. As long as that problem exists, I believe 
Americans vlill not look favorably upon the need to sacrifice 
to meet the energy shortages. I do believe. , hovlever. that 
Americans through Droper education and through strong ~eader­
~ will readily see hm.;r they can conserve energy by wr1.fiS1.ng 
out the waste in .the n~e of eneIg~ aDd by accepting a lOt reduc­
tion in the use of eoe;gy ift ~Rei; lWmeS'l." their ofE1.ces, their 
factories, in the use of their cars, etc. . 
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The purpose of this memorandum is to suggest a" number of 
ways ~n which you can call upon the American public to parti·· 
cipate in a 10% reduction program and to win the support of 

. America in this impo~tant battle to free ourselves from the 
cutrageous demands of the OPEC countries. 
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RECOMJ1ENDATIONS 

1. APPOINT A DIRECTOR OF VOLUNTARY ENERGY CONSERVATION. ,/ 

Have this person report directly to you. It would be the 
responsibility o,f .the Director to develop ways and means by 
which America could develop voluntary' conservation programs 
that would qring about a . 10% reduction in the use of energy. 
The Director should set goals for America. These goals . 
should be measured monthly to determine ~.,rhether they are 
being accomplished. The Director should not be involved .. in 

__ alternate sources of energy. It would be the responsibility 
of the Director to develop ways and means by which Americans 
could reach the 10% reduction in the use of energy through 
voluntary means. ' 

2. APPOINT A BLUE RIBBON COaMITTEE TO REPORT HITHIN A THREE 
MONTH PERIOD AS TO THE FUTURE STATUS OF THE AVAILABILITY 
01 ENERGY IN AMERICA DURING THE NEXT FIVE YEARS. 

No ' program will work unless there is believability on the part 
of the ~erican public that there is a shortage and there, will 
continue to be a shortage of energy. The American publi9 must 

.- be convince9. that this is not an oil company-made short.age, or 
that there is a holding back to dri~e prices up, et~. The 
American public will not accept the estimates and p jections 
of the Department of Energy because we have had so any mixed 

~ signals and indications from this Department in the past. A 
recent NBC and AP .poll disclosed: 

GASOLINE SHORTAGE REAL OR HOAX 

Do you believe there is really a gaso l ine shortage or· 
do you believe it is a hoax to get consumers to pay 
higher prices for gas? 

MAY 29 MARCH 

Not sure 
25~ 65% 

GASOLINE SHORTAGE CREATED BY OIL COMPANIES 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement: 
"The oil companies have created the shortage of gasoline 
so .they could raise prices and increase their.: profits?tI 

2K;ree 71%:> 
Disagree 24% 
Not sure 5% 

--.. -~------------. ---. -'-'-'-_ .. _-'---" '._-. ,~--. . ;:....;.'-'-_ ... _-... ...... "- _ .... -'-- -
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A. blue ribbor. committee made up of people in whom the public 
has absolute confidence and trust should be selected to analyze 
our energy supply and to issue a report promptly. 

3. THE U. s. GOVERNHENT' S PLAN FOR A 10% REilUCTION IN THE . 
USE OF ENERGY . 

The U.S. Government must show leadership in each department 
of government or the American publ~c Will not understand why 
1.[ is asked to reduce its use of energy. I would urge" you- to 

U
'ssue a strong statement pointing out that all government 

·bra~ches are being called u on for an. immediate 10% reduction 
e use 0 energy. Each C·· e re lies ed 

o . days a comprehensive plan as to 
how t eir respective departm w a e _ 0 1. 
Appropriate methods should be established to. determine whether 
the various departments are meeting the objectives established 
in accordance with an agreed upon timetable. Government people 
should understand that time is of the essence. We cannot afford 
the luxury of lengthy analyses of government utilization of 
energy. 

Some of the energy conservation measures to be included in the 
plans to be submitted by the Cabinet officers are: 

a . .... 
b. 

Retrofit of government buildings so that they are 
operated on a cost effective basis. 

Establishment of heating, lighting and 
standards that are~sonable and will 
1,0/D reduction in the use of energy. 

c. Adoption of the following policies in relationship to 
truc~s used by the government: 

(1) increase the payload. 
(2) Use radial tires or wide base singles. 
(3) Streamline the trucks. 
(4) Use temperature modulated fans. 
(5) Derate the engine. 
(6) Reduce the engine speed. 
(7) Drive at maximum 55mph. 

d./All Saturda mail deliveries ' should be' eliminated. 
/' Th1.s wi s'ave su stant1.a costs 1.n energy use ~n the 

operation of postal facilities, trucks and cars to 
deliver mail on Saturday. 

;' e. 

f. 
./ 

vle should stop construction. of ne1;v highways that are 
· presently on the drawing board and have n6~ been started. 

There should be carpooling by government offici~ls, as 
lvell as vanpooling . 
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4. STATE GOVj':R.N*:NTS 

State Governors should be called to Washjngton for a dis­
cussibrl as to how the states can show leadership.in the 
operation" of state buildinas fa· .. s area 
of conservat~ 0 energy . The states should be called 

, upon to develop and adopt 10% reduction programs. Many of 
the items referred to above under the federal government 
pl 'an apply to the states and should be included in the state 
programs. 

s. COUNTY CONSERVATION OF ENERGY PROGRAMS 

The representatives of the Association · pf County Executives 
should be brought to Washington for a discussion of how 
counties can bring about a 10% reduction in the use of energy. 
In addition to the plans referred to under "Federal", 
discussion should also take place as to reducing highway 
lighting by 10%, recycling materials, reauct~on of eneigy 
use ~n the operation of recreat~ohal fac~I~t~es, etc. 

6.(SP~CIAL ENERGY AUDITS FOR COUNTY 
DESIGNED AND APPROPRIATE BUDGETS 

7. CITY CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

BUILDINGS SHOULD BE 
ESTABLISHED. 

Representatives of the Associatj 00 Of Mayors should be 
called in for a review of how various municipalities can 
bring about a 10% reduction in the use of energy. Many of 
the suggestions referred to under "Federal", "State". and 
"County" should be considered in relationship to a city 
conservation program. 

/ 8. A HHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON CONSERVATION OF ENERGY 

I recorrnnend that you schedule a White House conference 
that is restricted solely to a discussion of ways and means 
to bring about conservation of energy. There are many 
energy conservation programs across the country that have 
been developed, but are not generally known. There needs 
to be a Forum where these programs can be discussed, thus 
preventing all of us from trying to reinvent the wheel .· 
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9. CREATION OF 100 LOCAL ALLIANCES TO .SAVE ENERGY 

~
- ~he only way :the job can be done in the area of voluntary 

conserva~ion is to work at the city level where people live, 
work, and have their recreational facilities. The representa­
tives of the National Alliance to Save Energy should be called 
in to present a program as to how the Alliance can set up at . 
the start 20 local Alliances in various sections of the United 
States. A Budget of tWO and a half m~11ion dollars should be 
allocated to Erovide the necessary statL~ng at the state, . 
regional and 'natl0oal level -to implement the program for the 
local Alliances. These All~ances should adopt programs s"imilar 
to those of the l'1ilwatikee Alliance to Save Energy. which are: 

a. Develop a Communications Center to disseminate informa­
tion on the following subjects: 

, 1) The need to conserve energy 
". 2) The ways in which to conserve energy 

b. Work with local universities to help make · their communi­
, cations programs as ·effective as pOSSible. 

c. [cooperate with the National Advertising Council to maxi­
mize the impact of the Gregory peck series in various 
media channels . .. . 

d. Test marketing program "with several of their local schools. 
Work with their YOfith so that they will have a .befie"f­
understanding of t e finiteness of energy and how to 
conserve energy. 

Develop a re1;vard program to salute organizations and 
individuals 1.TI the area ~vho have done an outstanding 
in the conservation of energy. 

job 

f. Distribute the materials that are prepared by the Alliance 
to Save Energy, Department of Energy and other organizations. 

g. Place news releases in newspapers, radio and television 
stations. 

h. (provide news releases for co~porate house organs! labor 
newsg:rers and newsl~tters 0 ~oluntary organ1.~ations. 

i'
r 

Develop a Speakers' Bureau . . Speakers should be available 
to discuss the ways to conserve ~nergy. 

j. Work with the Boy Scouts organization on a distribution 
of energy awareness materials , published ~y the National 
Alliance tq Save Energy. 



- 7 -

k. Prepare periodically a newsletter specifically designed 
to present ideas relating to the conservation of energy. 
This newsletter will be made available to various organi­
zations who will be free to use any of the materials 
contained in the ne~sletters for their membership. 

1. Cooperate closely ,-lith all existing organizations who 
have developed materials and similar programs in the field 
of conservation of energy. It is not necessary to re­
invent the wheel. Utilize the many materials that have 
been prepared on the subject of energy conservation and 
put th~m into the mainstream of your city. 

10. THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 

The representatives of the Public Utilities Association sh uld 
be called in for a discussi n as to ow t e ut~ ities can show 
leadership in bringing about a 10% reduction' in the use of energy 
in their respective communities. Many of the utilities are engaged 
in educational programs, Their efforts should be doubled to make 
a much stronger impact at the local level. 

Ne1il ways of measuring the use of energy should be established. 
In a statement published in the Congressional Record on May 1, 
1979, Senator Percy stated: 

"Hr~ President, a sound U.S. energy policy depends upon the 
broad and knowledgeable participation of our Nation's people. 

\ 

Unfortunately. the lack of a universal unit of energy measure­
ment makes it very difficult for Americans to understand how 
much energy they are actually using. 

How many Americans are able to compare the energy value of 
a kilowatt-hour of electricity with the energy contained in 
a gallon of gasoline or a cubic foot of natural gas? And 
hmv do all of these relate to the 'quads' of energy which 
Secretary Schlesinger and others refer to when discussing 
our Nation's overall energy needs?" 

Senator Percy referred to an article published by David Morris 
in the New York Times. He pointed out: 

"In my own work with Government officials, community organiza­
tions, and planners, the hardest problem in energy planning 
occurs right at the beginning, with the language we use. 

_j Our fragmented units of measuring energy confuse and paralyze 
rather than inform and catalyze. 

r _ 
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In any weight-reducing chart, a calorie is a calorie 
whether it ' comes from meat or cereal or vegetables. 
But while our food energy is measured in calories, our 
electric bills read in kilowatt hours, gas bills come 
in therms or cubic feet, fuel oil and gasoline is pur­
chased in gallons. Sophisticated energy analysts speak 
of megajoules. 

. -
This bewildering ar.ray breeds .. the dangerous ' illusion that 
there are many different kinds of energy embodied in these 
cormnodi ties. It tends to thy.7art the curious citizen ... . 

Each of these units. hO~o,1ever. could easily be converted 
into B.T.U's: The B.T.V, or British Thermal Unit, is the 
amount of energy required to raise the temperature of a 
pound of water one degree Fahrenheit. There are four 
B.T.V. 's in a calorie, slight l y over 3,400 in a kilowatt 
hour and 100,000 in a therm of natural gas. 

Once a common energy unit was adopted, consumers could 
more easily compare the costs of different fuels and energy­
con!?uming devices.l1 

Every effort should be made to get rid of ornamental Ii 
e ut~ ~t~es s ou grams w~th corporations to 

substantially reduce the cost of rUbliC image outdoor lighting. 
Gas lights in front of homes shou d be e!lm1nated. New provi­
Slons should ,be developed ror safety lighting plans to minimize 
the cost of these programs. Util1tl.es shOUld be asked to cut 
back on the cost of cars used by meter reader Consideration 

.( should be given to a com lne gram where electric and gas 
meters ~re read by one person, rather than t~lO coming at 
se!i!a"i"ate -times. 

11. ENERGY USED BY INDUSTRY 

The past several years large companies have adopted many programs 
to reduce the use of energy because of the high cost of energy 
and its impact on the operating statement of the companies. 
American coroorations have found it to their own self-interest 
to substantially reduce energy utilization. As prices increase, 
they will dig deeper into methods of saving energy. 

On the other hand, there are many companies that have not given 
sufficient consideration to .the JJse of alternatjye sources of 
energy aDC energy conservation measures. Representat1ves of the 
Unite4-States ,Chamber of Commerce ana other business organizations 
snould be asked to meet w1th you 1n Washington. They should be . 
requested to come back with plans as to how a mass~ve educational 
program can be conducted so that industry ~vi ll reduce its energy 
utilization by a minimum of 10%. Certain companies have done an 



outstanding job in this area. They shQuld be used as the 
seminar and discussion leaders. res~dent5 of corporations 
should be asked to make a commitment 0 en onserva ~on 

~similar to commitments that have been ,made in the past to equal 
employment hiring, etc. Unless the Presidents· of companies are 
involved, people in lesser positions will not respond as favorably 
as they should. There should be a way of determining total 
energy cost in each company with budgets established calling for 
a minimum of a lO~ reduction. 

12 . . TRUCKING COMPANIES 

Those tha.t are engaged in trucking, · whether it be private or 
public, are substantial users of energy. Representatives of 
these organizations should be called in to discuss various ways 
of bringing about a minimum of a 10% reduction in the use of 
energy. These companies should understand the importance of 
the 55 mile speed limit and your intention to ask police officers 
across the country to enforce the 55 mile speed limit for trucking 
companies as well as for private autos. Trucking companies can 
substantially save energy by adopting the programs referred to 
in Recommendation 3c (1-7) above. 

13. AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS 

The public is demanding smaller cars with more efficient gas 
utilization. It is important that you stick to your announced 
policies. The public will not accept delays by the automotive 
companies producing the type . of cars that they want and need to 
substant-ially increase the mileage which they get from their 
automobiles. 

14. THE PUBLIC AT LARGE 

A massive educational program is required to show the American 
public that it pays to save energy. There are many analyses 
that have been made as to hOlY' the reduction in the use of energy 
will put money into the pockets of consumers. That is the lan­
guage that they understand. particularly at this time .of mounting 
inflation. 

It is proposed that a consumer pledge plan be adopted where 
consumers will. in effect, say. "I will be a ten percenter; I 
will .wring the waste out of energy that I use." The l1ledge 
campaign should be launched by the Advertising Council in a 
massive program across the country. The local Alliances referred 
to above would also promote this effort. All appropriate 
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educational material would be furnished so that: .the public 
would be tuned in to the dollars that can be saved by wringing 
the 'Y78ste out" of the improper use of energy. 

15. BOAT OWNERS 

The public in general finds it hard to accept the need to 
reduce energy when one s.ees power boats being used without 
any seeming restrictiqn. Some form of rationing or substantial 
reduction in ·the fuel available to marinas and boat owners · 
should be imposed. This will give substance to the request 
tha-t the . public in general cut back on the use of energy; 

16. HIGHWAY PATROLS 

Reoresentatives of police forces should be brought to Washington 
fQr a discus·sion of ~ hO~l highway patrols can accomplish the 
following: 

a, Putting tight enforcement of the 55 mile an hour speed 
limit for passenger cars as well as trucks 

b. Reducing the cost of operating hig~way patrol vehicles 

17. TRAINS 

Representativ.es of the railroad industry should be brought to 
Washington to discuss various ways in ",hich energy can be saved 
in th~ opera.tion of trains. Schedules should be reduced wherever 
possible. Freight" deliveries should be reduced wherever possible. 

18. TAXICABS 

Representatives of taxicab companies should be brought to Washing­
ton to discuss ways and means of doubling and trebling up on 
passengers in cabs, particularly from " airports, recreational 
events, etc. Instructional material to cab drivers should be 
offered in terms of idling of cars, speed limits. etc. 
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19. FILLING STATIONS 

Representatives of filling station operators should be brought 
to Washington for a discussion as to how filling station opera­
tors can .do a more effective job in servicing the public. Long 
waiting lines at the gas pumps use a tremendous amount of gaso­
line. There should be educational material provided by the oil 
companies and distributed through the filling stations as to 
proper maintenance of automobiles, etc. 

20. RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

The public is concerned about the use of gas for automobile 
racing, motorboat racing, etc. It is dif.ficult to call upon 
the pub~ic to cut back on the ~se of energy if gas is readily 
available for recreational facilities. A program should be 
designed where the recreational facilities will receive a 
considerably lesser allocation of fuet than exists today. 

21. TRADE ASSOCIATIONS 

Representatives of major trade associations should be requested 
to come to Washington for a discussion as to how they can show 
leadership in the area of conservation qf energy for their 
membership. These .trade associations publish newspapers, maga­
zines, special bulletins, etc. Each trade association should 
have an energy conservation committee whose responsibility it 
is to present continuing ideas and information on energy con­
servation for their members. 

22. ARCHITECTS AND BUILDERS 

There are many ways in which energy can be conserved in the 
construction of new buildings. Representatives of architects 
and builders should be brought in for a discussion as to the 
ways which they would recommend codes be changed, etc., thus 
bringing about a substantial reduction in the use of energy 
in new buildings. 

23. PUBLIC SCHOOL~ 

Representatives of the school systems should be brought in for 
a discussion of ways in which energy can be reduced in the 
following areas; 



a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

24. 
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A retrofit of school buildings. Many schools need to 
be remodeled to become energy efficient. It is necessary 
to show the cost effectiveness of retrofit ·to school 
boards. v7ho are responsive to taxpayers 1 demands for 
lower taxes. 
Reduction of heatinJ: costs,lightiny costs, etc. Schools 
should be eQcourage to substantial y e11In1nate the very 
heavy use of automobiles by students coming to school in 
personal c~rs, rather than through buses. 
A massive educational ~ro~ram.. Curriculum should be 
1ntroduced 1nto all se 00 s. -including grade school and 
high schools. which teaches conserVation of energy ... courses. 
By training our young people in conservation methods: " 
they will be able to bring about a reduction "in the use 
of energy in their- homes. 
Contests. National, state and local contests should be 
des~gned to reward students who develop new conservation 
of energy ~ethods. 

Al1ERICAN AUTm'QBILE ASSOCIATION 

The Association has a -very large membership throughout the u.s. 
The Association has published booklets on cost savings in the 
operation of automobiles. A substantially increased program 
should be suggested, which will bring about massive education 
on the part of drivers · so that they can reduce the cost of ·gas 
consumed in their cars. 

25. DISCOUNTS FOR LESS USE OF ELECTRICITY, HEATING OIL 
AND HEATING GAS 

vIe are accustomed to discounts for increased purchases. A 
reverse type of discount should be offered by the utilities 
for using less energy than the year before. 

26. OUTDOOR ADVERTISING SIGN COHPANIES 

Representatives of the outdoor advertising sign companies shoul d 
be requested to provide a program where they will make available, 
without cost, signboards that are not in use and which could be 
directed towards delivering the message of "It Pays to Save 
Energy. II 

.-- ._-------_._------------
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27. COMMERCIAL PLANES 

The airlines should be requested to provide a ' program which 
would substantially reduce the use of fuel in ·operating planes. 
This would include programming which would eliminate lining 
up planes on the field waiting for takeoff; reducing and com­
bining schedules, etc. 

28. AIRPOwrS 

The Airport Managers 1 Association s hould. be brought in for 
discussions as to how airports c~n substantially reduce ~he 
amount of energy consumed in heating, lighting and air condi­
tioning airports. Exterior lighting for "image purposes should 
be reduced. Lighting in the parking areas can also be reduced. 

29. SHOPPING CENTERS 

Directors of the Shopping Center Association should be brought 
in for discussions of the many ways in which energy can be 
reduced in shopping centers. In many, .leases the shopping center 
management controls the hours in '\:V'hich the stores are to be 
open, the amount of lighting to be used in windows and in the 
stores, the temperature for air conditioning, etc. A program 
should be designed for a reduction of lighting, heating and 
air conditioning. Shopping centers could well be closed earlier 
than at present and thus reduce substantially the amount of 
energy used. Conservation of energy programs should be on 
display in the shopping center malls. 

30. INCREASING THE COST OF HA~L FOR CERTAIN MAILERS 

I believe there is cQmmon agreement that . we are being flooded 
with mailers from various catalog houses, sales organizations, 
fund raising organizations, etc. Many of. these organiiations 
receive postage concessions 't>1hich ·are unfair to those lV'ho pay 
the regular cost for . letters. If the postage concessions '\:V'ere 
removed, there \>1ould be a substantial drop-off in the nuohers 
of mailers that are put into the postal system each day ,. This 
would eliminate the cost of handling these materials by ~rucks. 
planes, trains, etc. This would save substantial energy. 
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31. USING THE GOVERNMEN1;'.S PURCHASING POHERS 

The Federal Government uses its pu~chasing power to bring 
about compliance with the wage and pri.ce stabilization rules. 
A similar program could be . designed sa that the ·Government 
would not buy products from companies "that do not comply with 
certain guidelines that would be established for energy con~ 
servation. A good exampl e of this would be the use of trucks 
that did not have appropriate wind deflectors to deliver goods 
to Federal ins'titutions. 

32. RESTAURANTS AND HOTELS 

Representatives of the Restauran.t and "Hotel Association should 
be brought in for discussion as to how various restaurants, hote l s 
and motels can put on a continuing educational program for their 
managers with a goal of substantial reduction in the use of 
energy. 

33. OFFICE BUILDINGS 

Managers of office buildings should be ~rought in for a discussion 
as ,to how office buildings can be made more energy efficient. 
This would encompass the development of programs which l ock 
thermostats appropriately for air conditioning and heating and 
reduce lighting. A program should be designed for daytime 
cleaning of puildings, to eliminate the heavy cost of lighting 
in buildings for night maintenance ~rews. 




