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Sam Rabinove 

Voluntary question on religion in Census Bureau survey 

The attached items are self-explanatory. What position, if any, 
should AJC take on this newly-revived issue? 

As is reflected in Morris Fine's masterful digest, AJC's tradi­
tional position, while clearly opposing any mandatory question on 
religion, in 1966 at least appeared to be open to a carefully-framed 
voluntary question. Even on the latter, however, some of our people 
had reservations, as did most of the other Jewish agencies. 

I have alerted Joel Ollander to the matter for NJCRAC considera­
tion . It .would seem to merit attention by one or more of our lay 
bodies. 

As for my personal view on this, much as I am fond of the camel, 
I tend to prefer that it keep its nose out of the tent. My Bedouin 
heritage, no doubt. 

'------- ,'" 
/ 

SR:PL 
Att: Census query on religion 'called violation of freedom (News, 8/2/76) 

Memo from Morris Fine 
Memo to Roger Meltzer 
Morris Fine digest on Question on Religion in United States Census 

ce, B. H. Gold 
M. Fine 
Y. Rosenman 
w. Katz 
M. Tanenbaum c/ 
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'DAILYNEWS 

August 2, 1976 

Census query on religion 
' . . .. . 

called violation of freedorn 
By James H. Bowman ! crcd . area' 'of religion and I cannot Inquire into the ' reli­
paily NelfS Religion Writer I raises serious constitutional I gians persuasion of American 

objections." ArldrelV Leigh citizens," Gunn sald 'in a leuer I 
The 19Ti Current ,Population Gunn said. . to Vincent P. Barabba, direc-

Survey by the U.S. Census Bu- Gunn wrote in response to a tor of the Census Bureau. 
Teau will ask people's religious (\ecision by a Census Advisory Gun n said 'the qUestion! 
preferences, and Ihe executive I ~O_~lmjttce on, Po.pu!ati~i". Sta- would v~olate freedom of celi- I 
c:rcc~or of Americ:l:l5 t.:::::~rll {Istles ~ufloorlm!!' mduslon or"a! f.ion '~h"'cau~e N'fllsal to an­
for Separation of Chu.rch &nd jl rf'Jig!(I'.!S qt!f'Slion in the 1977 I swer Ihe cenSUS-!<l!:er. con-
Slate is objecting. "" ,. sample.. , stitutes a federal crime." 

. ' ''We believe such a question .... THE GOVERNMENT . is H~ ar~ued that such infor­
'Il:ould be i,mproper govern- prohibited from legislating in ~~Ilon 15 not needed becaus~ 
ment interference in the sa- the realm of reli"ion 'and thus It IS already gathered by PrI-

. '" - vale agencies such as the Gal­
lup organization, th~ Glen· 
mary Research Center and the . 
Nati~nal Council of Churches. I 

"IT IS NOT the govern· . 
ment's business to gather this 
kind ot information." . Gur.n 
said. 

"A, reli.zious question could I 
cnnstitute a dangerous prece­
dent of government snooping 
imo VJe personal-political and I 
social views of our people ... 



FO-PA-D~! 

April 7, 1976 

Sam Rablnove 
Roger Meltzer 
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Government Colle~tlon ot RelIgious Data 

'RHfLADELPHIA CHAPTER 
AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

1502 FOX BUILOING 
1612 MARKet STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PEI'NA. 19103 
• 

Earvard eco:lOtC.ist 11a.rtiD Feldstein rel.a.yed the following 
inrormatlon to ~otassor Stephen Goldsteinr 

'rhe ~peC1U CPS*divi600n of' the Dept. of Co:mnerce. 
which takes select! ve census data for research a.nd 
projections (not to be cootuGed with th~ larger 10-
year survey) voted (1· .. 2) to include a voluntary 
<lc!!etion on religious preference. Feidst-e":1n;-a 
lileI:lber of the CPS team, vas lWOng the dissenting 
Totes • 

. SteTe · reminds me tha.t in the past AJC baa expressed oppoSition 
to governmental collection ot this Bort C)f' date., and has asked 
ne to pass this informatIon to our national starr in the event 
l 't is dcC!med appropriate to look into this matter. 

\RM;g j 
c::c r Will Katz 

I 
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TaE AMERICAN ' JEl.TISHCOMMITTEE · 

. :-'.:.>.; - . , .:::" , ;.:' .. : ;::\:.~:~ .:.:!\ ;:!;'?~'.;j~:~"" _~~J,::~:'", .. ;> )", 
. [,"-" -

.. , .: QUESTION ON RELIGION IN UNITED STATES CENSUS .: .: 
.' ~ ~.:.-.. _. . ,. :." _. _"" .'_ ~ .,.;· _,7~ .. ~~';,:~'_.'<-"'?'" :::, .. ,>.>~.~ ~ . _: ~_, ;.-.: :. ,.,_ ::.;? ~;;, ,:._~ .. 
In ' Augusto 1%6 AJC submitted testimony before · i:he Subcommittee ' 
on Census an~ Stati~tics .of ~he . Committee 0':1 .Post Office-:.,and :.:, :,':i~ .. . <\';' 
Civil Service -of the .·· U .. S~·. House of Representatives "on<the : issue -.''>:;·::.>~ · ·_: ·.< 

. of including a question on _religion "in .the United'" Sta.tes · Census· .::' : .-,:~- ~': _f·){ 
In that' testimony 'Morris , B:· Abram reaffirmed AJC's ' traditionaL <," ',': .. :;O'.:? 

" opposition to a question'" im. the upcoming 1970CensusJ.ut' .he , . :::~ ·.::\~';:D: . .;r 
.;. ; "".' . Z;j~;;ii%? :~J;; :ty : .:t~rJ*;~~:;/:~i;~tli~i1~j'; :\;;Z;f;~;;{;!;"~;~1~;\~;~}'~"~(1i1«f:%"}bi;::[~W;i~!J~~!~ 

-:~;" ~~, ~,: " ,-),.,,~';.::'&?;'~.We ,'. recogru .. ze .::that "there ;-.15 ',wLdespread.:' l.nteres t :.' lll ", data.:·, '~"i: ;' ' ~:': ' :'-'; '.~"_, ,~'·-; ;'-z·..:''': 

·:(·?·j :;:~·:\·~.~i~~Wl~~on·::.~h~'~: ~ei~gi~u·~.::::co~~6s.i~i~n 'of: .. our. p·?pu~a~.~~~;:.:.~~~·:;:~~~~f ~t~~i~~'~:/~i:_~.~::~~~~NfA 
":' :~ " .::':~:-~"t1\~~,~: ~uch:':'l.nf.ormat?~~.~~.h~.~ :~.:.co:~.~ ,i~e.rable.:· s oc .. ~o10 g~~~~,~\ .. ~~~.~~r.al, '~~?;{:~+{/iL;'i'_-~;:~~: 

. .'>;: ....... --.... o;~;·;~i::·.and practical:~ uses ; .·.i:~:It.;~J.s · neeqed ' by .scholars,' ... and i:'_pY;i _the.::;.;-:~_',~2,::,;(;i':.-;-~<i.~ 
., .. '.-: __ , '<:~rg}A/.religious .·commu:riities\themselves·~:::' and :is"':,also :: :6t.~ln~.erest:'.: .. ~~:.;·./}i~~:C;:';':~':f 
,:: >" , ' - )%j~JJjJ~~~~~~!:~e~~~~~~~~~~~0~~:e~e~;~~~~St~(·g;:ii!?~~~~~:~~~ ~:t)l!f;gl;1f$~ 
::,·::·::':l~ ~~ . ·~.) '.;'"~t~~·.( statistics·.:about:·:thei'r. memberships. _ ... There:: seems_ .... to ~ be no __ :-~;-, . ". ,:. ":~;<i~: 

. - ..... ',~ . .;~~ ~ .... :. . .... • -..... . • ":' . -: : . :." .. ,.: "_-'- ",-, .. ::~. J";":::;' :'~.-,"".:_ .. :'~i-.,-; 

. , ... · :: ~?X'i--:'?: way to .. ·gather : rell.able .... data . w~t~out :·act.l. v~ .;·:~nv.ol.~e~~~,~,;· X{)_.,._.~~'·f~(~~·;~~:·~··-:t 

·::,·,·· [··~:t~(~~r~;f:~~:_~l~~;·,~~~~~~J;i~;;J:,,-%~:&~~ ·/ -:·f·;~~-{_',:;:Yf;:;!,'iti}~~; ·j;i \;!?;~~;R0;::ji~M:~\;;:ctl'~;"f!~ 
.. ,·.::;:.?r~;(L::': It. is -' held by · many . ·· that/ a -· question .on religiori ... in: a :;san.1pling, ' : ': ~::.' ,- ,~'. 

,.:·i7"W-:~rwher·ein " the response would be entirely volunta~Y· ;;/ ·.i1ciuld . not". ___ ~;/~· ~<:·.;~ 
:/ .. : ..... ~~.-~~.c..;' constitute'. an , abridgnlent of reli"gious lioerty 'under .:: the .: .. ·: ·: ' .... __ ':';.-;;'~ .':.~. '-.-,: 

., . ..... :._ ·~·::;.~t'k~:;'First · Amendment'. :,~ .. \ Oti.1ers ·.·disagree.,·: t'le respectfulli·:sugges·.i:.~ · ,;:~'.::~/~};.:;:: 

.... ;~ "··'"~~{{1·:~~:~:~J~:f;~'~\r;I~4~t-~;:~~~i~~'~~[~·i~~~ '~~0~<,i.'~;t~~~'~{4i;i\~i1~S:~~~l~~!;'~~;fJ 
• . ,'tiiikVe believe' that. i subj e.::t ,.to "the determination that.: {;ons ti~~'.;< -:' 

·:·;~;:::~!{-¥::';·.;·. tional .-barriers ;' do -not .- exist, ~ the Census Bureau . should ,ex-' :' : .. -·.,.':;;·><~~; ·f·.; ,,""---::J,,-,F_.' .. ' . .:' .... -. "'_.. ' .- ' • -'. .. . .. . " -' ., " ..... " .... -_~ 
. '.' ::·f.<u{ .. {::;plore ··alternative _means·;·:6f · obtaining data "on ' religio~ ~ithout.,::.,-,:: :,.::: :· 

' ~.-. ' .: .::. - :~ ... ·~ ·~·;~~~t;.~~{:. the cOmpuls"ion_:~ ac'company"ing the ' DecenniaL:.'.CEmsus·';\:::,~US·J· ·\ :-; .. ~ ' .:.j :·:jZ?C<·.::.;: 
:_"";:.':~ ::-::.:::f$~~·the Cerisus '~ Bure'au··' c·ould::include. ·· an_. appro"tiriate ' ·question . in\~;-·:\ ;::~; .t}_::i. 

;:;t·::":'~0t{iP;?;f~~~ii$~a~~JJ~t~p~~:;~~~,~;f~,.;;j-~fi\'ii~?r.~~~~~~fjY':·~~rQ,~~l~'~~i{~ 
,: . ... l .. However-~ ' if · that~ course ·: is ·:'. follo~~ed, we mairitAl.n that ' any '.: .";''.> .. : . .'~c, ' 

,. question . asked .must restrict · itself to religio.us affiliation " .. _ . 

, . . ' -

." :.; . 

. or identity as understood .by each respondent·, .and must avoid 
'. probing into anyone' s .r~ligious belief or behavi~~;. . ".~ . , , 

.. '., " .. - ~ """ .,'- '.- -~" " "~'. :- .. - . .. . :'. ' ,-::;:". ' .... ;~ '-' .,-. ":"', . • . ~. f··-··· -' . ~.'" -

Any question ' asked IllUSt be clear'; ,simple, 'and of a kind 
likely to attract a high .rate of response'. '. The wording of 
the question in the 1957 sample Census ("Il/H.t is your. .--

.. ' re1i6ion'l") seems to have met·- these. criteria, . and might well' ." :-; ~ 

·.·.;{i~~f~£~it~i~i~if~iii;~~~}~~~*'~~I~c";'·t~~ 



.i!~}1' . 1';;f.'··~~~,~~i~&!';J~~i[:'Jt~~111l1~1~~i: 
The position cited above was ' approved by the Domestic' Affairs ,' .. :~~~:'.~.'~~ 
Committee in June, ' 1966 following a full ' discussion of the "" ""':""'';;':;''' .. 
issue. There being:"' no Board of Governors . meeting schedulec:1.. ,,~····.;.Y~·'J~~~; ~.~ 
between June and the time the testimony was to be offered,"' .there : ..... , ...... 
was ' no Board reViel-l .. of -the Domestic Affairs Committee -decision. - ',::::,,:.~': ::~:';' 

. . 

va;~ous Ki~~~ , of ce:;;.~,~ ,~u?~_~~. ,:,::IN': ;. ;." ' .. ~~?~;f:~8 ~:Y.{Z:'\t~t~J?;~~~M 
It should be noted that there " are two kinds. of census <sttidies ·\i ... ~ "·):"}~f';':" 

;':onduc ted by. : the Bureau of .Census . .... -- One". is the 'dece!!Ilial " census' ;'.-- ':'5/"',":. 
,' (1960, 1970 , \ etc. ) ·.'i':This 'is :the ' most . comprehensive ' in '. tenns of '·!\-\:l'·;~::< 

,.:. ..:>~·~he··:.questi6ns:;.asked :~and the·.:·area covered · (every"single":'hdusehold) :.~ .. ;;,:~.\.~:~ 
: "';~.'.:' ',:.~ au<1" 'ailswers . to ~ it -are'-;'mandai'or'y' "'tlnder ;:the law .. '\' The other ls'" the··.· .... .-/;.";'.:~~·~;;..: ~: . 

• , " , ~ • • y . .. , " :.:~ • • ••••• , :' _, _. J ••.•.••.•• i : ... ~t' . ..,., ':'.· 
- -'~ - .. > .C.~rrent ~opulation ' Survey ' (CPS) conducted ~ in .the .off-years '"on ... : .. :.:;.:::::~,:,;·:!~.1.·;~f;; 
.,;,; _., . .•• : • . , , . ' " ... -.. .. " , .. . "-' ,,' '.·_··· .. ·:··:· .. "·' 1.- ,+'1'· . 

. "':' ' .... ,.:a .;: sarnpll.ng ;'basis and ::dealing' essentIally "dth.; economic. 'data·~"·~· :"'::,.:? '·,;: ;.,.~· t-P-:;J:·, 
· '~ The~? basic'fobj ective _;-C;x":'the CPS ,.is . ~~to , . obtain -':e' stiiiates ;~of ;'~e_mpi~y:': ?:i:;i~" :.~:~ 

. c' . ' .. :)ne·~ ~ ~ unemployment ;~:~~nd:', o~her ': .~har~ct~r~is tics "" of,,~~e'~:' g'en'_~r~l'<~: i:',·~:.·:)~~~/~;XP}~· 
:~labor . . force : aJ d ,.of , t~e ._ population as· ... a whole,. '.:·or·:va):''ious}s·ubgi"oups ;~::r~:;:,~~.~~ . 

. ~ .. ·oft the populoition-. ;!.1X. ln :- addition tne ·.CPS also : conduC'ts ::"periodic ·.·~ ~~:··~?~:~f~~J 
... .. . 

· ~:/s tudie s 0 f . ~inc ome , .:.-~igra tion ~ ~'. educa tio"TI.al ~'a ttaitunen t~;ari(:f\<: other . .: ,·~:·t·~~~ ;'·~:ji~} 
. " :'~. ~ . . <demographic 'characteristics ~'>:~'The . information obtained~· JJ·f-: ~he · ~~: ~, .. ···~·~;.·:-~~~~t~~;~Z';:; 

,. ,. '. " '. • ,. • ..- • .' ...., ' . ~" ' " :J 

' . . ' 

" . 

~ .-

. ,'.' , .. ;:.CPS:" .1.n ,- thl.~:.; :way serves to ;·supplemen t '; .the·: decennial_ ce!n~u$ _ ·.~nd :<~: .; .~:~::·'{t;::;r~,~;. 

· :.,;~~t)~f.gh~r;,~~:~:~~~~'~ ·.:~\lZ,~;: ':t~Rt~;~~·~r ;~~t;~~~~~,: .:;;ii~~£~~~~t11~;:Jt.Lj~itJf:f 
.. _ As ':our testimony ' indicated; :· .. it· 'was in "on'e :.of these . 'sux:Yeys ~ ·· .:in/: . ,:~::: '~;.;~"-:~ .... :., 

· . ': 1957, that the "Census '~ Bureau : for the first time asked'-· ·a ~· question ... ·-. ·,.i.~··,1 .. :~·: 
· /-on; re1igio~ :~ : .. -'· The ._·data . thus :.: obtained ·was . tabulated · ·. acc·ordin~f to···· f:,::~:>~:·~. 
·:·n. , . . ... .. .. . ._. ~_ \··_:,·! .. ,t. _· . , 

' . : . ··' gross . totals·; ··· the :proportion ,: of 'Jews ' to the general population,,_ ,:.:;<··-;:~7-~;.~2· 
.... '" age ~ differentiation ~ ,;- bi~th rates ~ " intermarriage .rates ;~.:· etc ~ ~ " ':::._ ·:{~:::I~-·~7i~,~~~~:~: 
· :::'a.n.~ :.were .p~blished ;.~ .. ·a 'special . governinent publica·t~on·~:·~s -" :Wel1 :."·: ;)·):~;~2';~~t· 

'.,' as';,"in our : own.' AIDer-iean "Jewish Year Book.··· . The gov:ernment·ts ".:'~::"·~~·~;-:~·.~: ·~.'''::·~;~if;-'':.~~' 
'\'se~<;md inquiry , into : religion was on Octob'er, :' 1965.'::.~;.: This~'t.i~s ,:,'·~t:·: · :.' :· ·;:>\·~iir.~::~~ 
·(:;:done . under :" t:he.' pr'ovisions of :,' the : 1964" Civil - Rights ~ .Act);which \".". ·:::rn·(~,,: ,~;:;. 

:- . :.~specificallY i'·provid·ed . that· ·· tl~e ·. Cori:n:nissioner of Educat'i~;n :: shall " "'. :: .::.: r:.:.:'~:\h 
··.'1~~~ke a r 'eport : t ·o ·."'the:' President and 'the Congress : · .:·~·conceming · ;"':::·):~.f~~··;·~:i:. 
.' . -. . - • • ,. • " • • • • •• , • '- ' .' .,.' ., •• ;:< ...... " 

·.:,;,;,it .ne " lack . of :availabilitY:, of 'e'qual edud,tiona~ opportunities for :,.·.;:""~;'i~;' 
.. ~,~-.- . -" .. :'. . •• . .,.. .- •. - -.. . . .. ' ........ .. · · ·~ ..... · .·I .~;·.~ . 

.. " individuals: by" reason>: of. race •. ·color ,-··religion, .. or ·-nat~onal .. '_'. ,~:.:-:::';'~:..~,.::; .. ~~~~. 
,·:~origin in · publ.~c . ~~~~~,~~io~~~';' ins.5i~,ut~?n~. at , B:~l ·.~ l~~e~~,--~~~n ~~~?~.·:·::,:::~~\y:~~t 

.:~ .. ,~~ted S ~~'~'~~.:I \~. ;t~::~If~~. ~.:::·.~::~~~~t::~:ft~ ;~.~~.-f.:~~t??:~·, '. ·~)/;.~~~~~~;~i~0~Ji31~~:-~}.~:e/~.~~}~~:Sf~t~ 
· Recent Developments';·in the Jewish Community . ~ :.::·~::;·::!~17[ f-: ' .. ·.-;;~~~:~i:fi·~~ 

., .. -, .. :" ~.--.'''''' ·:.~;i~}f.{"- ;' . :"! ~::!"~~~:~ Ar: the yequest of the' Council of Jewish Federations and 'Welfare 
Funds, a study committee was created two years ago, consisting .... .. 

• of :· representatives of the NCRAC ag~ncies and . the C.JFWF;· for the 
· purpose of s tudyin3 the legal, cons titutional arid community '.' -..... ..• :j 
relations aspects of requesting the go:vernment to include a . . '::'.~'.: ._~~-:.: 

.,.question on religion. : (AJC'.was , not ·then 'a member oft:he. NCRAC .' .. ,:. : : •... , 
. '/bUtjoinedmidway ·in.' this study' process; ) .: The CJFWF. had ::':Y ' '::' .. '.:' ",,,c; •. ,:, 

' .. ,:':; ... : :: ';~!~~J.;. ":SJ~~~~~';~f;2i~l~~~~~~'~1~1~:.~tj~~~~f~F~·l~t[[{~k~~~t~~~i:·,:~:&!~i}d~~i::~j 



::;'~ o,~' .,,:~ i:'" .·:~·;::':t~:/~,. '. '}~~0\.t;:lr'~;~ii:~f.~~i~1~'·~ft,;,,;:}~~!,?~::[J11':Ji~~~~~t~:~J~;;:;1~:~?~:;h ' 
recently embarked upon' a ' campaign ' to .raise funds iIi the. "Jewish . .': :':.-: 
community for a study · of Jet<1ish attitudes, identity and,: corcmit- ·'-'.:':c .' <:". 
ment and felt that . for -such ", a study -it 'OV'Quld first be . necessary ' .":.' 
to obtain certain benchmark". data of ~asic demographic character- " ",-; 
istics of the Je«ish . population (total numbers, distribution by . . ',' 
age, sex, birth rate, fertility ratios .. ·· intennarriage rates).' . 
and they felt .that ... such data could' best and most . easily be ' ': ; , ... ". " 
obtained ,in a gove,rnment census surVey .... ·: The . joint study committee :'. ~,.~~'~ ... ~~ 
quickly reached a unanimous: -conclusion . that ..: a .question ·on religion ··-:···::·::;; 
in ,-'~he ~970 ~'ce~sus ,-::' ~he . ~nswt:~.~ to .wt:.ich .. is ~and.a~o~, wou~~ be: . . : '«:~,~.::;~:~~;>_: 
unconst~tut~onal : and \o]a5 undesl.rable : 3s :a . matter or publ~c. pol1cy~ _:.,,·::< 

.~~.~ ',.' ,, :~, I~ :~~fa~led .; ~?J~r'el-,·aCh ;agre~ment ~ ';·. h~w~v.e~· ~;I:, ~ri. : tl:le ' ~ ~.~v~sabl, ~ .l~;Y - 0:. a ;:~.:~·.\!\;',~t.:\} 
' · · ·::~:;'::';:;'::~''';:~~:i .qu.~.~t1.?n ·;::.~: <:;_e igi0It_ .. in.;.one: ::. ·~~ ; the.; ~q~.e~~er:a~.:. s/}~ .am~ l..n.g:.~ ~ .tu . ~e~;,4:;'"i:;,'Atfii~~;;: 

, :-{:;·'·";1'~;Tha , legal .. staffs of.; the ADL·"and . the,,'Amencan .' Jew~sh Congress, ··..: '.:';:·:'r,"-'''' 
'.;~ ".:.·;>::in:(their,: .me·m.orandumj":;eXpressed the 'view::that:': even' _ the·.·:latter , ~:. _ . :~:tF/;'~}·~~ 

'. ":':~::'. ~ ,::.,.:'<:~~:~~ ' woU14·, be unconstitutional. . The ,; ~JFy1F ~:.·~ ho-.;~e'~ier\ :~#·heii~'_c_oz:t::'·: .. ~ ;;·· .. ~?~:~.tW:·.~ 
.. /~.:-: ~. ',_> .. ' \.~u·l:ted ~ leg'al..:·' scholar's ; : 'who ~:·rendered:;,.teritati ve··: opinions ': that . ' .: ~' ):~·,:.;<.;'.~;·:T.D~~~~; 

. ·· ·~~:,;i:~~~~~J.]~~'it~~f~f~~~,~{~;;,~~~:I;!!;:'!;~Z~~~~~S~~Yi~J~f}~rt~!J:~~~~~~i:tNf.t 
. . ,<.~~~"S~stituti(:>n·al . aspe~·ts.-.-wer'e·· explore(f 'in ". scholarly P~P~~~.~:: and }~'::':'~~.~:i~-fi~t}: 

·<,,:,;,.'~·general discussion.-':·> Dr-~'" Milton ' Konvitz ." of · Cornell,--: . who·;~; ha·d --·::··<~~:;~":~ii~{~i.,<-i· 
'.',''; .. :' .• .~ .. _. _. .', _ . ':' .. _",c·-··_·. · · . . • . - ..... '.'.,-.,~ ... 'i.." 

.. , ... : ... ·'·.~_been commiss ioned . by the .- study . eroup~. to 'explore " .the: .. co~s:tl.tut~onaL :_:::·:;·,,:,':.:;' 
,_. . ';:,-:argUments ,:-.: came to : the conch.ision in .- his paper '~hat ,-'3 ;·questl.on' 'of ' ·f;,~:· '_£:':!~ 

. : ,','the ,voluntary-answer-: type ·. ,W<;s constitutional;' . Leo" Pfeffer ;" on .. ,:.::,/.""""~:-. 
'. "~ .. the .. ·· other ' hand, . delivered an addres S " refuting' Dr. : Konvi t _z' s ' :: ,.~. :~~.:~,~:~> ::·.?··;~::~r{ 
-:..~.< argUmen~ •. ~;'. PFofesso.r · ~ Kent . Gi.e~newal.~ : o~ . the co~.~mbi~ .. ::~aw,~ .. :: .. : _.-~ : : ·.··t:·;?~~~)}~~;.i?1: 

.' -.~,.School, also respond~ng; to Dr. Konw~tz s paper, .bell.eved . that: ..... ~;~'! : . . "\": .. ;. ;" . 
. ' '. . ·...;.~constitutional arguments ,could be marshalled for either~·-.5ide. ··:· "··:''<~:~);~:~~}~'''~:~ 

:;' He:' felt that . there were certain questions" of" public ·.pol'ie)' , to ,'.:'::::-;:~:':';:~:] 
<· be ':determiried,).:·and:·~these- ,'- '; he stated . :" · were Ii-ot 'clear .. ~-:<';\H;~::·~-:." ; .. -, .'.!·"·:··:~;r?,:~,·:; 
.. ~~~ 1~i~~' .~,:, .::;: .. : :.: : {~Y~~?~~'~;~~~Y:tf!J~~:i:~}~~\/~·:_-:;):~:~A~,~·~.~~~ ':~'-\~ ';.2it;{~~ ;·~ .. + ;'·~[:·\~~f;,/ .. f:f:~~}.:' ;,;:.~,~~:%'.'i{-:?~~~~t~~::;{;~;. J->, ;\~~);;)E=~ . '. , 

: ·,: :rhe .. national:· Jewis.t«community relations ' agencies,.. wi~~: :.;.the ; ex,:, ,':':",~, '<'~'-.~ -::,::~.-: 
:. :,!.~ception of AJC, and-~'the Synagogue Council~ have subsequently . "<":';:~' .. ,\'.;.~'.;~.,'~ 

'- 'I'>.:;reaffirmed ' their opposition to a VOluntary-type question.' , The - ', ,~~!\·t}\::::~:· 
' .. ', ." . :::~ ~c~c .E.xec~ti~e ... C~ ~t.~e . ~,~> scheduled .. to take up · t~ .~~,,:!nc;_~ter :/ ~i.{\;~/B.f~~::~ 

:~. at ··, 1.ts . Spr~ng meet~ng~_.·:~The ,CJFWF has · not · yet . ~aken .. : .. a··_ pps_~t~on. ~~::,.:-; '~.\ .::~ 

,,:~?; ~ . :Rol~<)~:'(Yi":~:lJ.~~~~:'t?,J~l::"·' "?it~1~~;;t-:~{0Jt;~i~{~~~~~~?:~~}i':'; ';:%:!~~,~~;~ 
AJC is perhaps in a ·unique · position · among the Je«ish cOIDmunity' . .... ; 
relations agencies • . It has ' a diversity of needs and concerns.. ..' ", 
It genuinely needs data on the Jewish community. It has compIled ' 
and edited the American Je.,ish Year Book since 1908; ' it ' has 
engaged in . many studi_ES of Jewish community life; it has gone 
deeply into studies of Jewish attitudes · (e.g., the ~.o-volume 
Lakeville Studies); and it is now very' much concerned with the 

.... '.,. 

. problem of Jewish continuity in the U.S.·." For all this, , basic . " 
. _ .'·.:,:": ,~:. demographic : data .·,is :.needed >:.: On the .:. other~ '- hand" AJC as :' a -.\".~::-: .' _ . <. ,~:..:~: ~. ~. 

}\',,:;;}~~~i~'2t~~~~It~i~I~~I<~~I~?j~~l~~i~~~~~i[~~i,~~~~]tiiti::i~:i1:~~;1 



· ~~, ·:;:·~t;· ' .. '. '> ;'!;}~:'· ·:"":···/~<;~j»;;f]';~~;r·:·:f~~;j;:.~:;:;;!'fXD·T'.·r~:,:-?~\~~!~JJ~~1~it{r~{f~:~1}0', '., 
· .~comrnunity .relations , agency is ', very ',sensitive to the church":" .: · -.:.\.:~·-:·;·C:~; .;\~-,.: ::~ 

;::::;;:z::~;1~:~::::::;q;\~~ 5:;"": ~' j)'.r ... ;.a.·.;.;,1.:f.~ .•. i.;.~,".l,:.: .. : .. ,:,! ... -.~.·.·.~.:: .•. t.· .. ".: .. ;-.-.:.·.(.;,:,;.-.:.;:.·.~.,,:.:~.,.·_~.'.;i 
. ':'::\ " . _. . -',·<-::':H_~'~·~.(}·J~~ ;'\::;,~.. . I,' . 

'. !~~~e i:h;O;:~~i~~r~~~cli~:r~~~!p:~~~~d~f t~~ef!::;r~~ ;~~~~~~ :-:At~::# 
base their -argument '.:'. on :.. the need of religious bodies for : such-\-<'- ", _ :" ~-"",\ 
information, .;on the:, further usefulness. :oE su'ch ' informat:ton to :':":,",' -:( ~·i:'~Si~},'. 

· _,~.gov:ernment ... on: ali: , ~' l~els -·' in 'conducting welfare ·and. ant.i~,:·~'-:·:.:'_: · -· :;;-;~~:r\:;}\~&~ 
· : ';:; ~~scrimiIl:'~tiC!n progr,ams, " .and::on ·the right., of.: goveiimient:~. ~o ~. do ". ·':··~:.'.1?:·>::::::fr:\;;.·; 

.. ;;_:: .~.:::._r.e~ ear~h:i~rid':;~collduc~·:··. inqu·irYi::~Jnto . the ,:~ IIlake'-up :.- of:' the \~p6p"ulation'~ '{Xf~~:;:.~:~·· 
.- '.,~' __ .' _ ._ - ~",:::$,:; ~id ~', ~~ c. ,religion' --,in:'/ the' <s ens'e :~: forbidden ;l~i:,:'the ._:Fir S t:,~AmendInerit ~< :~._ .,. ;\~:;~i?~~~: 
· .:. _:·.'":i:5'they· arm.te '-.,.,, ; s' inc; dental 'to ;!t'le :larp-er·' ·we' fare·;, puiii6se·:~g::··::··~·--"!t ';. ', ."~·' : '·:;:'fri.(!.:':'~~ .- >,~~' < ".: :~ -::?'~~~the~or~ :,J'C'the -,tri;'e r of .. : -<ia t'a , ;'~'~gtit ~~s ··; . 'so~ iola gicar;~rr~i~i~:i~~ ' :::\.:'~-:: ·fi~_;:~;;1 

. ,. ·· · ·,;·L8~{~~i~.;;f~,;i~;~;j\~~~~11;:,i;}r~1,~~1jG~:tl~~~t~~.~~~li~)1;vi4t~i~~~;!'.~i;iiw~~~Th}1 
-. ',-'-r:: ::- "',:.',>.J'he_:·:principal .. arguments: ,advaric'ed agains t ·~.a·' ques tion_: : on~:" r'eligion ";'.;: :_:':<;~:};::{::_, 
· . ~ .; .~; , .:::::~:_~~aie:;.primarilY ' ·legaL.: and'.' cons'tituttonal ; ~:aithoug~. hroaA,~·p,'oiicY,":. -:::-';::;·;;~/.\l~\}f: 

,,::~ ,<::.-;,an·d'::'comimnii ty ~. rela tions':; cOlis ider a ti ons :: 'are als 0 . ·advanced;."':~::>: They"': .. _-; _'.~,; /';:-:,;£ 
',, ' ... , : ·./ -:gcU:s6riiething . 'like "this: :~-' ,The .. ::;First Amen'dmemt , forbids >the~'.: federal · .. ··::;-:;:{:~;{::, 

.'0··,·government-'. td · make·:.'laws ,~_~·;.·.respecting ·the '- establishment,;:'of "~religion .~i,:;;2~i;~::·:, 
. ; or.prohibl.tingthefree ·exercise thereof.'." If the ~ g6vernment ';,,:' . ' ;,.,, _ . 
. :. should ask - ~. ' 'l~est'ion : on religion. it would· be ·v.i~lat;i.ng··f·,~q~h·:':.: , .. ,_,';:. ·.:;:>;.::.>/:1;; 
. <,~ clauses ~f . the . F.irst Amendment. ' . It would be :: interferini~:',with """;',:;. :::::)~;~~-S~;·_:}: 

. ": ·:::~_ .. ·f}~tters · .of_ '-indiv'i~ual ' -' consc,ience '. and it ' w.ould be .. a~ding\r,e~igiori~·_· ::· ·:;:'--:-IZG;;~ 
. " . ;.:_/-::Moreoever-;·\ indirec:tly·_·._ ~t wOuld .pe· forcing a person -!:,:to : profess :~~.>.: . ::.~:.o·~~~;I~ 
, .', ~ belief or disbelief ': iri~ any ; "'eli"ion" which the Court ' in ',. the i ,~': ·Y:'-\c.-:;;,', 

' _:' . .- •.•• '" " .... ' .... ". ' -" . <=> " _ • • .. '.... _. - ' ,' ·· _',: .. ·.'r;, · ',' 
.: ·.'._::~ Ev.erson dec~sion " ~~i~ <was . _:Un<:onstitutiona~ : unde~ ·the Est~blish-»~ _ .·:.·,~:',~i\'~~·~ 

'.,;Cment Clause, of,the',First Anieridment.", .. Also :unconst:itui:iorial-:~said . " " ,;:::~>7':. 
. :_,~:~\ the .' Court· .. in :,'th'e ::EVerson 'case---t.,as :'· parti~ipation .. by .:· 'a~·.'. s ·tat'e ·; or: ~': f)-i\~r},"f 

. - .' , '. ' . . ' . '. -' ', ' ',,, . '_ . - . ~ . ~. ' , . . ' .. '. ~""-"" .. , ... ~-, 
" . ·:<~~:·.the--,: :federal :·.'governmerit : ~lopenly .. ·or' secretly e': '. in. ·: the .. :affairs .~ .,of .:' .. \:~'::"<;j):~~ ::-. 

· , - . ' .' ....".. , . - - . ... . " '.. - '. ' 11 ,~~,,,,-- ,:,-- - :,,.,,,, ,, ::,<, .. - ,,,.- _ - ,.-~ ;- ;,,-_ :, 

.. ;:. ... ~ny religious ::, organizations ;or, groups ; ';--,and , vice .,versa;. ,: ..... :,~~;:;:;:." :;. :::·~:.?f/:::·}: :::~\-: .i:·: 

:~:~,~:)dili;:\~·:,'; : :2 .. ;: o;\;A~:f,~~r~·~~<~~::·:1:~:~g~;':,?~~f·J ;~.;:~~~:.~~:,; :y; .~/~ .. :. (f;:'f'~~~~~?¥~;~:+~;'V'./~ ~;:,<:'~~~JJit~ ~~r{ll~~~~~r~~,,;: J;,':i,~J!.f:~·~:~f;D:: 
·,,;;·:This ·,questiOTt. might';'",lso be .· ail' opening :.wedge · for . the ', later :'in- ··::;<.",:>·.'C.' · 
.,;·:·c!usion of .. :,.other . que~tions cm: ·,- relijion",·; such .. as ·~·chur.ch ,-a.tten?an.c·e,- ~·::-tx.};:: 

- _ ~.~ ~ i~f·iIltgt~;i:~~t~ ,@j';::':'~ti4·j\,~·;Y·:'i":!;\"~:~ :'ti 'i:?ii;i{;~;;:~;~i~'t;~~~~~';(1;li;~~;!:~V2;~J;~ 
. The legal '. argument 'as . it · has ',been ' advanced . sees no distinction ,-' :-'~".>:: 

between yoluntaryandmandatory census studies. ' AJC' s ' legal ... . _ , ". ~:~.;' 
experts, for example/ state that a voluntary-type questiOn would 

- . .... . be equally Unconstitutional :unless a ' cogent case can be made for 
the relevance of such' information to the business of . gov.ernment .. 

. .. . ,', ...... ,. ·-'~~::.c": 

Question for Decisi~~~_,:: '. ' ,' ." ~ .. ". ';">:~'-'" ." ': .~~ .. ,~. '''_ ":". : 'i:·~~>:;;:; , <: ~~ >.t;~ ·: .·, -:.'::,:.". 
In the light of the 'need ~~ '~~eapositiO;; at the NCRAC .Executive ,.,.: . 

.... '. Conmittee"meeting, ,ii', is ;'appropriate to ': considcr. it nt :th1s ., time • • :" .... :; .. :: 
.J.. .';'-,:';:Do ~'we ~ approve:' or- di'sapprove the: · position~:taken . in·-'1966 ,~_)lS '; indicated ' ~ '.:' : 

· "'. ' ...... ·,;·[:~,~:;,;,~~!'~J,~~)~r~~~~f~I~~~~~~:f~::!;;\;i~~jl~i~;&~i!:;j~t:~;:~~t;;~~*~ffi~1t':1,;·,y;~~~~;;t~ 




