*

AMERICAN JEWISH
ARCHIVES
G686 6 b0

% «

é’% +'O

7 S S
3>y

THE JACOB RADER MARCUS CENTER OF THE

AMERICAN JEWISH ARCHIVES

Preserving American Jewish History

MS-603: Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum Collection, 1945-1992.
Series E: General Alphabetical Files. 1960-1992

Box 91, Folder 6, Tanenbaum, Marc H. - oral histories, 1972,
1980.

3101 Clifton Ave, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
(513) 221-1875 phone, (513) 221-7812 fax
americanjewisharchives.org



.

i T

V(DAL e o €5 B 0

%b/007

The New York Public Library

Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations
" Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street

New York, New York 10018-2788

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street
New York, New York 10022-2746

Dear

Re: Tape(s) recorded on - October 7, 19; November 13, 1980
Transcription of -said tape(s)

Memoirist: Rabbi Marc\.Tanenbaum

-Interviewer: Mimi Alperin

Sirs/Mesdames:

I, the Memoirist named above, assign to you all

of my rights, including, without limitation, copyrights,
renewals and extensions, in and to the above-identified
tape(s) and transcriptions for research and educational
purposes and for all such other purposes as are appropri-
.ate in your discretion, including, but not limited to,
publishing, excerpting and making reproductions for
preservation, exhibition and distribution, whether by you
or by others. I also grant permission for my name to be

used in connection with the use of such tapes and tran-
scriptions.¥

by o

Memoirist: F—L“**fvc H:]P““J“”Qf‘”“"'
Date: /b\-“;' lg? 199¢°

ewhAM*AﬂLA¢L~ d; (bb1wwngik §L¢~4x»1i
\AVLJLthhxxeuq J} aa~; pfertnnres T W~Z Coron wnaHia

L fT\.—t_ W
/WQ

840-90




RABBI MARC TANENBAUM

Oral Hlstory of The Amerlcan Jew1sh Commlttee-

Wllllam E ~Wiener- Oral Hlstory Library
s, RE . _
The American Jewish Commlttee



QB
g

William E. Wiener Oral History Library
of
The American Jewish Committee

165 East 56 Street
New York, N. Y. 10022

I hereby give the tape(s) and transcription(s) made of
interviews recorded on

OCTOBER 7, 29; NOVEMBER 13, 1980
Date(s)

to the William E. Wiener Oral History Library of the
American Jewish Committee, for such uses and purposes
as the Director of the William E. Wiener Oral History'

Library shall determine.

(Memoirist)

‘(Signed) MARC TANENBAUM

tDate)

10/30/80

80-840-24



Marc Tanenbaum - ' . Tapel-1
interviewed by Mimi Alperin _ October 7, 1980

Q. This is Mimi Alperin interviewing Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, the Director
of the Interreligious Affairs Department of the Ame'rican, Jewish Committee. The

date today is October 7, and we are conducting the intefview in Rabbi Tanenbaum's

office,

A, ---messy office,

Q. Messy office, just say anything so I can get your voicle.

A, Well, she's the prettiest ir;terviewer I have ever :;een this week.

Q. This week, okay, Okay, let's begin by telliné me something about your

parents. You grew up in Baltimore ?

A. Uhum,

Q: Tell me something about your parents. Because I know they weren't born
in this countfy.-

A..I | .NO’ my parents ﬁere bori; in the' Uk;'aiﬁe. My father was bom in a small
-villa_ge _cglled Da‘;nedifeh N (?) wﬁich ﬁobody can spell, which was a bend in
.i:'he road , a Yi_llage abbout tw_c') or three hun;lr;ed yes_u"S a.nd my .niqther was born in
a similar large eetropolis called Alika(?) in the_._‘Ukraine which is also a very
* small bend in the foad. Everyoﬁ(‘a: there .Vi.(;’:lS ﬁorn into relativeljr poverty, in these

European Jewish villagés'and they had differing kinds of backgrounds somewhat, I

guess for a whole variety of reasons the images of my mother's background seem

to be stronger than those of my father, My father:-was a marvelous storyteller and-

a consummate romantic, We had, well when my parents came to the United States
they first landed in New York ---

Q. - - - together? They were together ?
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A, No, separately and then they met hér.e. Married, at least my father, somewhat
later in life. ‘ Bpt my father started out in a :sw_eatshop in New Yprk and they met

-' in Baltinﬁore. | The marriage was arrang,;ed by a family' " (?),
the _point is that _after they married and had to make a living they épened up

several small grocery ‘stores or. géner'al stores or confectionary stores. I was
born in our home in 1850 Lifht Street {vhich was the only Jewish house in the
neighborhood it was predominately. a Christian neighborhood, ethnic ﬁei‘ghborhood,
Italians, Irish, German, The point I started to make about this is that my father
wo uld love to sit in the living room look out aIld watch the sun_and watch the

trains go by and tell storiés aboqt the old counfry. They are all rparvelous rec-
collections and but my mother used to téll \;ery concrete definite experiences a‘bqut
how her mother had been a very strong woman in the family and her father who had
been quite devout while he was often but in the éynagogue studying, the mpther -
used to go into the market and t;‘y to earn a living to suppoﬂ: tﬁe family so the )
father could study. An;i- she tells storiés of how she would help her mother make
what was called pollier ( ?)., soda water. They would make soda watér and
sell that in th;a ﬁarketplace. And the family Avidoff (?), essentially what they

did whatever Ithey_cou‘Id scrape toé;eﬁhei‘.‘ They‘would éell wood or lumber or
clothing, My father used to sit...I 1o;red him very much...he was,l almost impractical.
My- mother ran the business; ran him, took care of him, He wasn't ferri_bly well,
He eventually deyeloped a‘:.series ﬁf heart att#cks and my mother was incredible,
She passed away-in -Febrﬁary.of this year and I delivered the eulogy and the nighi; _

before my brother, I have an older brother Ernie whose three years older than
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I, and a younger sister Sima (?) who'se just abiout tl-1ree years younger tha.n I,
- She's an artist and he is in the radio business or a version of it now, radio
advertising. We sat up almost the whole night telling stories about our family
life together and I made notes of that and in delivéring the eulogy I just wanted
to tell her story and give her the send-off she deserved. And my brother
taped it and we have a té.pe of that, Anyway she was a dominant factor in (:;ur
lives., I just teil you this because it's interesting in terms of the live memories
we carry aroﬁnd and all. of us carry this around. She---you know, we sit around
and talk about her as if she's sitting with us in the living room now. Sh-e-used to
get us about six o'cloc¢kzin the morning a_n_d go in open up the store, my father wouid
eventually come around at seven o'clock or so. She'd get the store ready, 1I:he
customers used to come in. They worked in the factories and businessés. Somehow
betereen 6 and 7 o'clock while she was opening' the store, she would manage every
single morning to sqﬁeeze by hand three'fresh glasses of orange _ju-ice and we woke
up in the morning upstairs, she would .come upstairs wiﬂ-l the glass of orange juice
--n.e_xtl to our bed and wake us up to get rezltc_iy to go to school. This used to start
- the day off __rig.hti_._‘-, And we were going t_o‘gol'tJQ schc’)'g-)l and (édnieom_a .comes into
:6ffi<.;.e and Mi‘. 'I"a.m-lenbz-i.un:i is interrupéed. e )ees50, I guess we tended -to
take that for é‘ranted, in relection we tqolj: that as-an extraordinary act of love. And
by the time we wouid cofne down;s'tair s, there _was-always a four to sik course
melak:f.ast, she would not iet us Ioﬁt' ofl thg-: house unless we had oatmeal s é_g;gs and toast
and rﬁilk and cakes and.things like that. And we would stuff our.selves with things_we
could take ourt of the store.- Then we would go out to schodl. I went to a H_ebréw

Parochial school. It was an orthodox séhéol in East Balti’niore. All the kids were

K
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poor. They alll came out of families whose fathers were -rabbis or teachers or

ran little stores, little shops. The Russian, Polish immigra_nt' generation, .

Q. " But they lived in different neigﬁb@rhoods, do you kmow 'whf you lived

in the re ighborhood- ? | L

.A. ! - Yes, this is when mf-‘parenés s i tl_ley_had one :StOI‘-‘e Wh]Ch épparant-ly.
collapsed on them during tlhe éépression and this. ﬁas thé only thmg they cm_lld
afford to bu-y.' It wés_'afg.ilable,- it was Iéheap apparantly aﬁd my uncle helped them,
One of my uncles helpe:d tbem bl.ly it and they ﬁn_aﬁy got themselves on their

feet‘ and they were ﬁbi‘e‘ to send us tl:;roug'hf. s;:ilool b;: virtue of working very hard

in the store, Just to ﬁm‘sh off this image of what really shaped us and I have an
enormous sense of indebtedness 'aboﬁt that. Because it's a generation now which
is gone and it's a lifestyle that will ﬁever be recreated in the same way. So we
would go out to school, ;c_hi_s liebréw- school called the Jewish Paroc_hial school in
East Baltimore Street and it was both religious and secular studies and .Would' start
at 9 o'clock in the morniug and I was never _hdme before 6 o'clock, I would come
home, there would be a hot ;:li.n.ner evefy night v;rhich sﬁe m:ll‘de while she was runmng
the store during the day. And then after dinner, I'd Is'it do.wn and do my homework and
my mother was always there making sure that I did my homework. She was a
mathematical wizard, it w;a.s unbelievable, She had almost no education but she
used to put up a column of figures and zip Iike a computer and she would sit with
each one of us. - We could not' go tq béd at night unless we had done our homework

and she was there checking on every single one of us. And there was always a

KIEREXGHX
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basicet of fruit and something to drink and when she just --- she inve.sted her
‘entire life in her kids and I ---you know, I've said i.t. .I said it at the funeral, we
really owe almost everyfhing we. have to her. My father was really in the background
and it's the power of .the jewish mother. But it's also the power of an incredible
amount of love and devotion and so, it's - - - she was also very driving, very
-achievement oriented.

Q. What were her ambitions fqr you?

A, Well, that's a crazy story, really crazy story. My father was determined
‘that I become a doctor as for everytody else practically but we felt that especially,
the depression was murder for us_'apd my father used to say,"I want him to be a
doctpx_'_, A so my father, when we had gﬁr family pow wows like gvery other-
hour, it wasa runn.ing discussion, my father ivould say, '"No, he's going to be

a doctbr because Iqol_;:.ﬁ;e-we‘hf thi‘;Ji;gh__'tile depl"el_sg-;ioﬁ' and ttle.re Wll]. always be sick
people, they w_ill always make a living -bec.ause there will always be sick .people. H
My mother who Waé".n;ore religious than r'ny_fatk!ar iv.my father Waslﬁbservant but
it was not the _mdst important thip:g in the world to him, He was more ;'.nterested

in world affairs and the ;1:e'ws of the ;v;rld. Everyday he would, he would start the
day off listening to the radio and find out what was going on in the world. He would
read newspapers. My mother was not very interested in that, She was really more
interested in making a living, taking care of the children, etc. But her ambition for
e was to become a rabbi, Part of that had to do with, I later foUn(i out that her
stepfgther, her father died and her mother remar;‘ied. ‘Her stepfather was Ia

very fundamentalist orthodox jew and he never felt that my mother was orthodox
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enough for him., And she was very traditit;)nal, a kosher hbme and sabbath, and
holiday.observances a._nd I think she 'ha-d enormous guilt feelings that she was"

not religious enough for her stepfather, And s};e was going t6 show him that - '

not only “;as she religious enﬁugh but she was gbing to have a son and make him

a rabbi. That woulld show him. Well, 1_:he crazy thing, my pgrents worked

out their conﬂié_t over my body; That is my-father continuously pressed me to
blecome a doctor and my ;notilér continuously p?essed f.c-)h:.::‘me to beoome a rabbi

and Iwas very you.l-zg. I started colleée when iwés ]%4. 1/’2 ﬁeafs old, I had
developed an interest in biology because my brc;ther, my older brother whom I_
admired é. great deal , he is tall and handsome and has a big'lshoc_k of auburﬁ hair and
I was short, fg.t .and pimply. And I always felt very inadequa_te ne;:t to him, He

had very little interest in the religious field, he was muach more interested in
social life and g.;irls'and' he couldn't wait to get out of Hebrew school to get to a
gecular_school, High' School with a swinging crowd. I always had the feéli.ng that

. I was living a cloistered life whiie he wa-s ;)1;1: in f]lae big world, Well, he and I had
the same bedrqﬁm and we .had'béds side bjr\ sidé and our room was filled with tanks
of fish, snal;_es, chameleons, little lizards because he was interested in biology and
so as a result of that, that was one of our strong bonds tog;ather. I. developed a
strong interest m _thaf. Any\yay, I was_. vlery young and I v;;aé sent off to collegé
before I went to collegel \;re bég'.an“tl‘) explore my going to premedieal school in
Baltimore. Ihad an uncle,. a wonderful uncle, my mother's brother who: loved

us li.ke kids. He had three daughters and he always wanted a son, never had

a soh, -so ‘we became his sons and he was éomething of a remarkable guy, he had - - -

he was something of a politician. He had a heavy yiddish accent but he was
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an extraordinary-bolitician and in our area. He began looking into into trying to
get me into mediaal school, premed school. So he went around with me to see if
I could get a scholarship because I could not afford it otherwise and we found that
as I began applying, University of Maryland, Johns Hopkins that I was

| (?) there \a;ra.s a quota for jews in medical schools,
You could start by taking biological sciences here but there was no hope for you
getting in, It's - - - you know, they have five times as many jews applying and
they take them geographically. Well, that looked like a. disaster areé for me so
the. Principal of the Hebrew School I went to did not want to lose me. Iwas a |
‘ Bood si_;uden_t in Hebrew School and he wanted ﬁle to'become a rabbi. So he and
my- mother worked out a conspir;icy where they got a -scholar'sh..ip- ;?or me to Yeshiva
Uhiversity in New York where 1 was assured I could go study premet;I, biological
sciénces and Stud).}' for my ‘Hebrew‘ smdi‘es‘antllle same time. Iwasre sistiﬁg that
because I was inclining toward wanting to give a serious try to premed. I took off
‘maybe six months be.fore I wént to Yeshiva. I went to Johns Hopkins University and
I took some courses there and I was also intereste.d in literature at that time so I
t;:)ok some courses in Shakespeare there but I saw that I was getting nowhere and I
was fooling around and I was avoiding making a decision. When the scholai‘ship came
through for Yeshiva so my ﬁareqts took me up to Yeshiva and I came there 14 1/2
wearing knickers and my parenfs handed me over to the registrar and I cried like
a baby., Iwas a baby. I just had no sense about living in this great big world and
in any case, Ifound out that they had a very good bic;logical sciences départm'ent.

It later turned out that they had some highly recognized people in 11.5 _--':s_i_ha:tomy,
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embryology, organic chemistry and I developed some very strbng inter-e.sts. I
did very well. I got straight A's in some of the courses, thé biologi;::al :science
courses. So I was following this two-track life of studying for ordination in
the orthodox rabbinicél schools Seminary at Yeshiva and studying at the same.

time my pre med studies. I had not resolved in my own mind what I was going

to do.
Q. . Where were you living at the age of 14 1/2 in a strange city ---
A In a dormitory, which was the best part of it because.there were

wondérful guys there, - I\ffy.ino.inates, one was the 'Iégxi of a rabbi in Atlantic City...
Q.  They m:I_st ﬁave‘beenf a lot older?

A, Yes, one-of. ’r:he gu'ys was 'youﬁgef tha.l; rhe-":;‘l'Alan ‘Mandelbaum, who would

- - - by all account's,-E a gggigus. Aldn was translating italia.n poetry, Dante, at the
age of 15 and — - but he was a New Yorkef,_ and thai:'s the way New Yorkers are
(laughs) - - - sma-irt New Yorkérs, they are born smartass, exc'usel the expression - -
'(laughg;) But we developed, they really were a bunch of very wonderful, very bright,
very gifted people a.ﬂd I had a real sense of community and family, So nnce I got
over the shock of being thrown into this wholy different __k;nd of world, I really cau_ght
hold of it and I became interested-in a_ lot of e_xt.racurribulﬁai' activities. Igot on

the new spaper and by the senjor yeﬁ I .pecjé.me editor of the newspaper. - Ibeéaige
president of my class and I realilzed fclhat I had a whole 'range of interests and that

- I was probably not going to be a coné;:—‘egational ra_bbi. I had some sense then,

I began to feel by that time that while 1 liked some .of rﬁy studies, espeéially 1

studied Hi story, Jewish history and Biblical studies. I began feeling that some

‘
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- of my Talmudif: _étudieg ﬁ;eré. réa.li'y very rémote_ at that timé. We weré
studying about sﬁcriﬁces a;ld whether an egg is kosher or how do you pluck
.a chicker to find ozlf Qhat the viens are. What the; hell has that got to do with
real life? For very offhodox jews it meant a éreélt deal but I began liaving_ |
a sen sé then thaf I was not going tc; go in that direction, I never fil:_laJIy '
resohfed it ...and then the things that really gave me thé greatest satisfaction
were the studies that I was interested in, e_spgciaily historical sbudi;_es, -
biblicai stu‘dies and my extracurricular activity. I began to find, I didn't
really know --- but in high school I was active m the ‘_débating societies and
one of the debating clubs and but I didn't know - - - I never tested myself
in terms of writing. I began to find and as I was editor of the newspaper, I was
first a news editoxi and then the editor, that I had some talent in writing. So
I finished school. I knew that I didn't want to be an orthodox rabbi., By my
senior year I realized that I was not rgally orthodox in r.ny guts, That I was
conformi.ng by virtue of my birth and background. On top of that, the rabbinical
~ school in Yeshiva was beconﬁné increasiﬁgly repressive, It i)ecéme increasingly
fundamentalist, orthodox. Théy were bringing in éome rabbis from Eastern Europe,
Poland, They had one guy appointed who was thellspiritual KGB, He was given
the keys to open your room to look in and see what the boys were doing, whether
people were shaving with a straight razor which was forbidden and that sort of
thing, So I began to react against that kind of oppressiveness., I didn't act it out,
I began writing editorials, angry editorials, not directly but about whether the

school was going to be modern or whether it was going to create a synthesis

for science or technology in the real world that we were living in. It was all .

a4
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a veiled kind of anger. . Anyway, when I left school, I fin.ishE;d my pre-med.
I.got a Bachelor of Science degree. I applied for medical school and than, at
that time there was an Essex County Medicél School. I went to I'medical school

" for one day. I was accepted. I walked in the school, I went into the cadaver
room, I looked around and I said, "My God, what am I doing here ?'" I'm not
going to spend my life cuttiﬁg up people, it was absurd. I turned around and

I walked out and never came back. And that .décid_ed the medical decision for
me. Iwas never going to be a doctor, And the érazy thing was; in anatomy and
in pysiology, I -was. ..I enjoyed cutting up animals. Tused to cut frogs and people
would come over a§d ask me to help them dbl this. I someholw gof._. .I'eut up

‘ ‘cats and dogs and in studying parts_of aneltlomjr_, e a_ny.v&ay_l let;t and I was at sea

._ by't,hml: time. Iwas just under 19 years ql'd. Ihad a Bac.helor of S(?ieﬁce degree
fhat I k-ne:w_:l_r_.;lolw .I was going to do ﬂothi.né wi;:h. I lcglew fwas nc-Jt going to be-

an ortl;odox. rabbi and-the only other thing I had gomg fof me, I knew that I .had.
some téllent and ce_rtai.nly some interest in wés' writing, So I'W'a'nﬂerec.i .a'rOund..

~ on my own looking :ai:i;ound for ‘.a job' iﬁj"wli'it‘:‘ilig - - -

Q. In New York?

A, In New York, Yeah. And I got a job as an assistant to an edit-or. A guy
named Grossmén. His first name will come back_'to_ me, He wé.s an editor of a

: newéletter called "Currlent Events. " And he was an eﬁ-raordmaw editor, _He was
a member of the Favorite Pary, Begin's pz;rty._ Albri.llia.ut editor, in _fa;:t. his

daughter was weiting for that time for 'I‘i_m'é magazine, Rena Grossman. Much older °

" thah I. . And so I apprenticed under him _for nearly a year and learned a great deal,
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We produced this :weekly nev\.;'sletter, a limited circulation but a very kind of

elitist jewish circulvatio:-l- in the Uni;:ed States and in Israel. The...but I knew

that I was living then a ﬂreadful life because I had no money, I was making $35/weék.
I rented a room. It was a hole on.42nd Street a.uld 8th Avenue, it turned out with

a German couple who were probably N.a.zisl._ |

Q. What yeai' was this? Do you remember ?

A, Yah, let's see, I went to Y(Iashiva 41 to '45, It was 145, '46, something

like that and in '46, I went to tixe Seminary. The thing was, I would. come home

every night and I had this room that had a window facing ala {vall. It was alway_s-

dark and this guy who had crutches used to beat his wife almost every night, I mean
he would have a drinkin;g' party every night after dinner and they ﬁrould starf hollering .
and screaming and beating'. And I would lock the doorv-and lie in bed in terror a£ :
night until I fell asleep and I knew I just coﬁ-ldn't go on like that. In any case...

but I took that room first of all because it was very cheap, it' Wasl-slo bucks a week

or something like thgt. I mean, II had nothing, no money;'no support. And then

the editors office was about 3 blocks up on Sixth Avenue and 42nd Street so it

was _com-renient to walk back and forth; One da.th' was walking up Broadway, and one
of' my classmates in Yeshivg, a guy who was in my class in' '45, Harold Shulweiss (?),
whp was now a very -prominant reibbi__ in Oakland, California. We were all very good
friends, Harold was in...we had a tremendous class in '45. Imean just spankling,
_-’vitai, incredible people; very.,..real jewish e"t.:h;lics. And, so I ran into Harold and
“most of the g‘“}'sm msf-clélts's wg;z'e in my similar conditi_f;;[';.'- -They"come out of
c-)rtl'.hodoxl backg’roun&s that they were reﬁelling apainst. And they weren't going to continue

at Yeshiva and they weren't going to become rabbis, what do you do with yourself ?
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I mean, work. So one guy went off to become a bio-chemist and another

guy went off into édvertising, so Harold Shulweiss-wés a philosophy major
‘and we were _walking and I'bump into hlm on the street one day on Broadway and
I said, whatcha' doing? He said, "I don't know mt I'm going to do?" He said,
rvwﬂgt do you d;) with A B, A. from Yeshiva? in Ph%losophy. ?" So he said,-

"I hear there are some entrance exams to the Jewish Théological Secminary."

4

"And I think I'm going to'.take it," I said, 'Wl:;at z.u?e you going to do that fOI.‘?"
So he said, ”Look,l I need some place to sé)rt myself out. I got to put myself.
together, I just don't oy what's going §o ‘happen to me," "I got a lot of _ |
talents, but I have no other interest," So I said; "You Ik:now, I'm in the |

same condition, Let's go, I'm goi_ng to go with you." (laughs) __’I‘hat'.s

how I made a decision to go to sgr_ﬁinary'. So I went with Harold, We took our
entrance exams and we both got.i.n. . And I started the seminary m 146 and I
stayed there through '50. And Impeated the same pattern. Iwent td seminary,
‘I began studying . It was a véry-congenial atmosphere. in many ways, It wa-s

~ free, intellectually free. There wasn't the same oppression. We go to servi.ces
it was a volunteer thing to do. Nobody was going to hit you over the head i:EI .
you didn't go. You weren't looked upon as an infidel, Well, you know, by some
faculty members. But it was an atmosphere in which you had a chance to grow
and find yourse].f._ Although I'll never forget my first night. The ﬁrs-t,night in

the seminary, Also they had nice living quarters, lovely z_lpartments that 2 boys
shared adjoining rooms with a. common john, My first night there was spent. .'-. rhy
Ifir st roommate was H'afolr_i Weisb-e'rg who wa's a brilliant philosolph-y major who

2 3
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turned out to be a radical socialist. He used td spend his spare time .oil boxes
in Uri_i(-)n Square preaching about socialism, And, ILremember going _in_to'the
bathroom the first years of the seminary and uh., he .s:tarts engaging -ﬁe ina
d‘i_scuz;sion fo prove tﬁe existaﬁce of _"God. We stéfe& up i;illl abéu’t 3 1o'r'."4. o'clﬁdk '
in the morninglsc'reaming at each other ... how do j__zou ‘philosophically deal w-ithl
this? ...if this 1s “}Hat Se:;n'i.nary J.S goingr'tb be 'é.bc}u-t, I'll never get any sleep.
And I remember thergé was é'_visii;i.ng _noveI_ist, Irving Fineman (?) living nein;
door to us who came in shouting, "Will you people please go to sleep, you are
not going to solve that problem tonight in the john!" "Get the helll out of there,

- Iwanf to go to sleep.” (laughs). So in that semin:ary I really repeated the
pattern of the Y_eshiva, namely that I pa‘id a é‘reét deal qf attention.to the things
that I was.really interested in. . And I reakized that I had —a great interestl in

J ewisﬁ history, jewish philosoi:)hy and jewish literature and I was less interested
in studies that I thought were remote from real life and real human needs. So I
pa_id less attention to talmudic studies than I should have. .I _concentrated. on -

historical studies, we also had a great brofessor, Alexander Marx (?) who

wrote the classic textbook with Marx and Margblin, Jewish History. Idid my

Master's with him in Jewish history. \_V_hile I began doing my studies at

the seminary, I became interestfed-in- Eternal Light radi:; program, Mortoq
Wishograd was then writer and he was a su'pu-trb writer. And Ibecame a
research assistant to him and I began working on research and helping him

fo write scripts for the Eternal Light, :So I knew that this writing thing, I ha,d

to deal with that and work that out of my system. So I spent 4 years working




Marc Tannenbaum ' . Tapel- 14

with Morton Wishograd and then I began writing for je\Ivish newspapers along
_ New York
the way and Ibecame chief of the "bureau' of the '"National Jewish Post'.
It gave me entre to study jewish life and the important things that weré
happeniné and then I became friendly with one of the editors of _’;‘_3_111_3_ magazine,
. bouglas Auéhingloss (?) and he began calling on me to seve as a consultant
fox; him especially whenl he was writing .sto;'ies about jewish subjects and
jews.  Anyway .l went through the seminary. It was a very important growing
time for me intellectually because there I really began studying deeply the
things I really cared about and so I was ordained. I think some of the members
of the faculty were not really crazy abouf; me because they felt I should have
devoted a‘l my time in life to study.ing the talmud and rabbinic studies. One
important influence in my life in the seminary was Rabl_)i Heschel (?), Al;raham
Joshua Heschel, We actually became friends after I left the seminary., But we
.became friends in rather .a strange way. In those days - - - he had just come to
the seminary and he was all tied up -in knolts in his own life, He was not a very
good teacher, he was very defensive and SOméh;)w I didn't connect with hil‘l'.l as
-a teacher. But I will never forget him for tﬁe fact that i.n-,.myl senior.year my
father became terribly ill and had a series of thrqmbo-sis, heart attacts and my
motﬂer began going beserk, I mean she was j!.lStIOVBI:W-he].II'le. She was taking
care of‘-.the fgtorg,l takmg care of ‘my father, -l‘ny brot]:Lerz had left, my sister was
alone in Baltimore and my mother and sister were c_arry'ing th_é full burden of thi.s.
I used to go down whehe_ver I had a chai;c‘:e, thé weekends, to try to help out but
oné day I was riding the elevator in the s_en:_li_na;y and I talk - - - my mother called

1]

me that morning that my father just had a heart attack -and I was ashen, Iwas
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crushed, filled withl gqilt_: at leaving my mother alone to handle this, And Heschel
turned to me and he said, "There is someghing troubling you." '"Come into my
office." So I went into the oiﬁée with Heschel and two - two and one—ha_lf_ hours we -.
sat and having poured my heaft out and he was like a fathgz_' to me after that, I
cried like a baby, I was filled with angliish with exams coming up ---while we were
together he picked up the phone aﬁd called my mbthgr and if you knew what that

meant to my mother, it was like God calling, And 1fell in love with him, One - --

when I was ordained - - I don't know if you want to get into all that detail - - -?
A. Yes I do. Iwould stop you - - -
Q. Okay. When I was ordained; I left the seminarj(. I still had not resolved

what I wantéd to do. Iwas still unclear as to whether I veanted to bé a congrefiational
rabbi. I really began to have very serieus doubts, theologically, religiously and real
co-ncerns about the- relavance of the ritualistic part of the traditions. As a matter

of fatft, I wrote a paper on.sac.rifices that upset one of my professors terribly. And I
ended up talking-about it and in those kind of eynical days I asked questions like is this
really e‘_sse_ntial to the fa-i_th this primitive stage of de_vlopme_nt we had to pass through,
And th;ey had th;e feeling that they wel-:'e ralsmg a heretic ana itis better to take care
of him beforehand., And Rabbi Finkelste:m used to call me in occasionally to give me
long lectures altboui;_t'he'-- importance of religious ob-s'erva.nce and being a religious
leader to your peolple a.nd all that and many case I l.eft the seminary in 1950, I
worked for about a year for iﬂn__e magazine in the religion départmé.nt and I workéd

on several cover stories. One of them was about Rabbi Finkelstein and he liked it,

Some things that troubled him, some things cut too close to.the bone., It was not
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altogethex; heroic story because I don't think it should be a heroic story. But it
was a sympathetic story and thatl '-s.. .Ideveloped a rnarvéldus friendship with my __
editof at that time. I began working on another cover s.1;or§r with him about Rabbi
. Heschel which this time was bumped-becaulse of a news crisis. It was a very im-
portant learning experience for me but I had the feeling thoﬁgh'that I was kiﬁd of
the odd man out. Ihad the sense - - - I fnea.n that was such a jet set world that
"~ was so elegant and there people weré cdnstantly getfing drunk and drugs...too much
of that, wife swapping. I was really too square for that kind of world. Iwas still
a Yeshiva bucixa (?), son of peasént parents and I alwayls had a sense of inadequacy
in that highly sophisticated world, And [ was there only because they. ‘felt I had
somethiﬁg to contribute in my area of 'competai.ﬁce.. but some people.,, . it wés a
liféstyle_._ It. waé:akiﬁ’ to thmr w;h:ole existance, Living in Lthafclr"mil'eﬁ-,- the social
life of it, the christmas party. ..the wild christmas partiels. T In ax;y case, toward

.. .in the 1950, ... .

Q. Was there any anti-semitism?
A, But very sophisticated kind. In a limited way, it was kind of elegant,
Elﬂegant, waspish mask of anti-semitism - - -oh, these smart jewboys - - -of

course there were a number of jews on the staff who were key people. Some of that
was just rivalry., But I always felt.that it was really a wasp world. I was being
allowed in as a specialist.f .being s;;uéezed for soniething_ théy needed and was useful
for them, In the main there, I got along well -bui; itwas, .. I waé not comfortable.

I probably was not comfort&.ble with myself. I was going through w all these

adolescent and ‘post-adolescent conﬂicts about who I am and my jewishné ss , am I
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orthodox ? not orthodox ? My conflicts about what my future is going to be. A lot
of things happened in my class. A number of guys went through the san."le thing.
There was a kind bf embarrassment of riches., There ware guys there with an
enormous amount of créative talent and didn't kﬁow how to handle it. They didn't
know how to manage them. This could not focus clearly on one objective. There
were some guys that did. One guy knew biochemistry from the day he was born
apparentljr. He knew he was going to be a biochemist, researcher. Some of us -
who were kind of, , . this humanistic, artistic, liter.ary world really took a lot
longer time to find our way. Also because of me--—f just started too young, I mean
I was always ta.ggin'g on to an older class and an older- community, And I always
had the sense of having to t;lefine myself in relationship to guys who had much more
stabilized - - - some of them were even- marvried at the time we were in s-chool

together in seminary, Anyho -- -

Q. Most of your classmates from seminary go to congretations? You were
one of the few who didn't - - - ?
A, I think so. Well, one of my closest buddies Wolf (?) Kellman is now

Executive Vice President of Rabbinical.Assembly of America, Well Wolf took this
kind of pr'ofe‘ssional civil servant job. Although he's in thé middle of the rabbinic
world there, I think most of them in fact became congregational rabbis, Shulweiss
became one", Yank Roseﬂberg who was in one of my classes and I think a large
majority of them did, For that was a professional rabbini c school for which you
came for that, Now, there was a period of time after I left...I wanted to write

a novel, I thought I had a‘ novel in my belly; and I took off a ye:a;:' and went off for

summer, My brother got me a shack at the side of 2 mountain in Western Maryland.
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From-a farmer we knew. He:ééid yeah; we gof this shack here so I
went over there, drove over there one summer and no water, no -
electricity. We were awakened in fhe morning by cows who come
around the shack and nibble at the straw. And I'sat down and
sta:ted.wo}king pn‘a ﬁqvel.which really ﬁas autobiographical in

many wayé abqut my whole bhildhood experiences, which were-very

riéh-in Baltimore. And Qégiived in this poor neighborhood, surrounded
by iﬁbredible_stimuli. There was, down the street, there was an
— (?) where cows were killed and was filled with smells

and stinks and rich experiences. Cows used to come--they used |

to bring cows, down in the morning, four, five o‘clock in the

morning, down the street in front of us and we would come down

and watch them chase the cows. About a mile away there was a

pdrt. it was a very major port in Baltimore, and ships from éll
over the world used to come there. And my father with his great

romantic love used to take us to go visit these ships and we used
to climb up on tdp a Russian ship. My father spoke Russién and
the captaih greeted him. We were kids and an enormodis, a rich,
excitemént. about that, an incredible amount of imagery. And

then there was a cherry orchard not too far away, an apple orchard,

and my brother énd I used to go there, So that-- Any case-- In

that area of South Baltimore whiéh had this, it was almot like a

kind of cannery row, Tortilla Flat, and-I was struck ﬁy what was

happening to people, these Ifiéh, Italian!'Germah Chrisitans,
many of whomé had oome frﬁﬁ farms, to move into_the city. Across
the street ffom us was a very large bucket manufacturing factory

. and the sons used to go to work in that factory and I watched the

transformation of those families. I mean,. the impact of this
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assemblyline existence on them. I want to write;a book about
about,'yau{kﬁoﬁ, ;haf ﬁappené to pebﬁle who.caﬁe"té-fhe'city to
find their fortune and"pgcqme,atomized, dehumanized, and bécame
attachments in this asséﬁﬁly line and the effect on;théif lives
was devastating. The family began getting drunk and families
began falling apart and-- Anywéy. I developed.a kind 6f social
protest outlook. My brother got this shack for me and I went

up there, drove up in 'a car, and began writing every déy. I
realized after my first-week or so I had no -money. So I began
writing shOfﬁ stories. I'd start the morning off, every morning,
I would gd down to the hottom of the hill get a bucket of water
out of the stream and have to go to the john, had to walk like

a mile down to go to the gasoline station and it was crazy but I
was determined,. I thought I needed fhat privacy but I was spending .
like twenty~fiye percént; thirty peréent,_of my time just surviving
and méintaining myself. In any case, Ilused'to start off the day
_wrifing. I began-writing'literally a short story a day‘anﬁ began
sending it off hoping théf, you know, in the_turnoverll would make
enough money to keep myseif going. And I have a very good collec-
tion of rejection slips from the best, New Yorker-- 1In fact

when T waé-in seminary I had a roommate once, he and I were both
writing together, we starfed writing stories together, and we got--
both of us got an extraeordinary collection of rejection ships-
Harper's, New Yorker and-- So we decided one morning just so it
shouldn't bE'é total waste, .we took a fruit box and we took all

the rejection slips énd‘madefé“ﬁontage ané 5ﬁt a coat of shellac

on top and in the evénﬁng:wé‘d dbme back-frqm’our classes and

sit around and have a glass of sherry over our--and celebrate.

n
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Q. Do you still have those stories?

A. Some of them. I have a couple of tﬁem around. Actually
I began looking éf fhe-novel again nﬁt too long ago, I never pub-
lished it because by the time I finished it I felt that-- I just
was not confident that it was serious enough a piece of work. I
looked at it, it's not bads The:e's'alot of very rich episodes
in it and_I“may some day come back, take a look at it, and re-work
1t I'ﬁ working on other things from that'side, it's sort of the
past. So I spent that summer, roughly about two, two and a half,
months, laying-out the novel and I began ﬁriting a good part of
it,got started. When I rgalizedxl just couldﬁ't hold out there
any longer, the living cbnditions were impossible, and it served-
its purpose of énablipg me to sort of shake:myself down, to get a
sense of where I ﬁas.. So I came back to Baltimore, I got a job
teaching in a Hebrew school so I could finish working on the
novel, After I pretty much fihished it I came back to New York
and I got a job with a publisher, Henry Schuﬁan (?) and Schuman
was a marvelous character, aﬁ;original;-was_a violinist and he
ran this very exquisite, elite publishing house and he had a
marvelous wife, Idé, whoin.I loved, she was a gréé.‘t friend,l and
she really was running the business, she was like m§ mother.

She was an %légahf_ﬂdméﬂ’ﬁﬁfgf—,gThey_ﬁéd}a brOWnétohé on'E.?dth
Street. .So_f”workéd ﬁifh?himJas an editor and a public relations
consultant. "And Henry used 'to love to publish very good books
and publish thém with quality publishihg;.the covers were exquisite,
and the art was-- He would spend furtunes getting artists--then
he ﬁoﬁld forget about fhem. He didn't care about selling, that

was crass materialism.
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Qs . That waé your job?

A, . Well, in part. His ﬁife'callgd'me‘and to put him in touch
with the real world. I had developed a whole series of life-
science library and books by Gaster (7?). Thé big thing that
happened fhere‘was that oﬁe day Rabbi Herschel called mé. I

‘was working for Henry Schuman (?), and he asked me if I would fake
a look at é manuscript, a book called "The Earth is the Lords,"
which was a love poem for the Jews of Eastern Europe. He wanted
to. capture the essence of life in Eastern Europe. And it was a
beautiful, moving book; excessive, you know, idealized the words-,‘
and the poverty ahd all but he was from the spiritual richness of
that world, its‘inter-life,_its great devolion to learning. It
‘was stunning and I read it and I stayed up all night, I just
couldn't sleep after that. And I came back the next day and I

- said to Schuman "You're publishing this book, Henry." So he read
it and he fell in love with it,ltdo. So, I then worked with
Schuman and Rabbi Heschel (?) and we got a magnificent artist
craftsman, - (?) dia (?) woodcuts for

it which are classics. Anyway they should not be lost, they
should be made into cards or soméfhing; They had been at one
time, illustrating that life;; Aﬁyway;-I made that my major pro-
ject and--cause I knew we had a gem and also I loved Heschel, I
felt that the- " (?) he would be my father. My father, by
this time, had diéd:'ahd we developed a father-son relationSﬁip;
and I usedlto see him almoét every day. So.i went around and_i

got
(Tape Ends)
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We were called Heschel, one of the great spiritual treasures

of this generation, plucked from the fires of the Holocaust.

That launched Hescﬁelfs career because Nibor (?) was the foremost
religious leader of that generation. And I made Heschel my pro-
ject. And I got his book around every Christian and Jewish leader.
First of all, after awhilé I kegan realizing it's ﬁery good for
the Jews that Christians understand what was lost in the Nazi
holocaust spiritually. So it became a very good seller. Itlwas
a best seller for Henry Schuman. And then I kept on working for
Schuman for, I guess, another year or so. Heschel by that time
had been working on some other books and I éot.him—- Schuman
began going'under; began going bankrupt, he simply was not a
business man, He ﬁecame ecstatic over Heschel's books and the
reviews and it's unbelievable, But Henry Schuman loved to have
violin stfing quartets in his office and every Thursday afternoon
like clockwark, he didn't care what happened, he would have three
friends over and have a.string_quartet. And he would pay no
attention to his appointments. He, one period, stopped looking
at his mail, stopped looking at the_bills.'stdﬁped looking-- I
said, "Henry, you're going'to_go under." He said, "Oh, let the
God damn business world rest; no pafience for that. I Just like
to produce." Anywa&. I realized this was not exactly a thriving
future for me} .He'dgrfgin;i did ﬁery wélllby'ﬁeschei;'ﬁe;féll

in lee_with-his ideé and caught some of my enthusiasm for it and
literally helped_launch Heschel., Afterwards, then, I introduced
Heéchel to Rogef Stfaus, | (?) Straus, and got several of
his other'bqoks published. And I did some more work in publishing.

By that time, *'51-'52, I got a call from a friend of mine who was
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working with the Synagogue Council, which theﬁ was in shambles,

it was suppoéed to bé_the coordinating body of the orthodoxz-
conservative-reform groups, both the rabbinic bodies and the:
congregational bodies. He was getting ready to go to Israel, make
aliya, and the organiéation had nothing. I mean, it had no pro-
gram and he had a budget of $12,000 ‘and a-deficit.of $18,000.

They were supposed to represent the Jews to the world and one

time it had a progréﬁ under the-foriies, fifties, and then it
collapsed, the director left., So he asked me if I'd come and help
him with some programping; ‘So i saiﬂ,‘yeéh. part5ﬁime I could do
that. I'ﬁ busy how,-vae"éot these editorial projecfs I'm work-
hg on. So. I came over and I started giving a few hours a week

and little by little, you know, I began to look at the station-
head, the letterhead, you know, potentially it had real possibilities
and this is the one group where all the religious branches came
together, the rabbis and the lay leadership, and I felt, you know,
it's really worth Something that I ought to give it a try. So--
and this guy was not interested. He felt the whole thing was a
waste of time and it w#s just a job for him. He used to spend
half his day studying. He'd sit in the office and read the Talmud
or Rabbinic Sources or-- So he used to ask me to do more and more.
So I began poking around and I somehow met somebody at the National
Council of Churches, ' .~ (?). Ve became friendly
and I told him I was working part-time at the Synagogue Council
and I said something to him about "Is there anything we can do
together?" 'He said "Sufe, lét's sit down and talk." So I organ-
ized the first meeting of the Synagogue Council and the National

Council of Churches. He had a mar--
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Q- Is this a radical--?

A.  Change.
Q. ' Development, change, or . d1d thls happen before?
A, There had never been programs of that kind between the

" official bodies of Judalsm and the Natlonal Coun01l of Churches,
There had been meetings in the past when Marice Eisengraf (?) was
alive and used to do some thlngs ‘on’ hlS own but that was always a
- kind of one-to -one thlng but' never really affected the structures
of Jewish life. That began the first serious meetlngs bgtween

a ﬁajor rebresentative Jewish body and the National Council of
Churches. And I began to get a feel that there was an area here -
that needed cultivation and the interesting thing was the friend-
ship I develoPedfvery quickiy_With‘these people. Laszlo Barns (?)
was a magnificent human being, a presbyterian. He was the assis-
tant general secretary and really the brains of the National |
Council of Churches. And he began to introduce me to other people
énd their foréign affairs department and fhéir social welfare
department, domestic justice departmeﬁt. so I began developing
somé'prpgrém.fdr the Synagogue Council and based on that we began
-paising some mdnéy. I guess I had been around doing that for a
Iyear'or so and Meyer ' (?) said "Look, I'm leaviﬁg for
israel there's no future for me., Why'donit you take the job?"
And I think that's where my formal career in Jewish-Christian
relations began. T began to see that I had some ability" to get
along, not_just 1nlterms of the kind of usual brotherhood business,
but to be able to get very qﬁickly'tb serious isgues and build
progran and build relationships aroﬁnd it. So, in those days,

" the Catholics were .hot involved in ecumenical relations at all.
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There was éome undergrouhd:'secret ties between the National
Conference of'datholic Biéﬁoﬁs, in those déys it was called the
National Catholic Welfare Conference, it was a Monsignore Carroll
who had some connection, but it was always very guiet. So I |
began-- I took the job at Synagogue Council and I walked away
from the publishing thing and I devoted myself full-time to it.

I spent ten years there and I must say it is a resurrection from
the dead. It began developing and, you know, these things begin
building cumulatively. We did some programs on the National
Council. In those dafs we were gétting into questions of Israel
and Jerusalem tﬁat sometimes are like deja fu, the same discussions
all over again, some of the same problems. Then I remember in '57
I helped organize the Whife House Conference on foreign aid and-
trade, which was my big shot cause by that time we began putting
relationships together and a whole network of connections and it
became a major meeting. The president of the Synagogue Council,
an orthodox rabbi was to sPeak. Archbishop Fulton Sheen was to
speak, and a Protesi&ant Alder, Dr. Edward Alberg (?) of the
National Council of Churches, And I began writing the speech

.for Rabbi Adams and so there I became friendly with Fulton Sheen
and we just hit it off and becmmé very good friends. He asked me
to havé dinner with him, lunch with him, and realizing that there's
"a big world here thét's unﬁttended,-potentially a great many
friends for Jews. And‘the Jéwslhad aﬁ obligation to really move
in and be present as a major force in-Améfiban.iife. Otherwise
it's always Christian America and Jews just don't figure with this
kind of presence. And in fact everything I began moving ‘into we

became a factor and an'enQrmqﬁs respect began to develop for Jews
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in these sitﬁaﬁiﬁné}-lﬁph this ig-- They had_been'doing other
things, I'm s;;.tre that are. things going on in the Stephen Wise

Free Synagogue but there were ﬂo national bhhings going on. So by--
Qe ilso yoﬁ had the support of the organizations behind you
in these efforts or was there efer any suspicion of your relation-
- ships with Christian leaders on the part of--7

A, | Synagogue Council was a nightmare because in a sense I
snuggle that program, it would never haﬁpen otherwise. The
orthodox represenfatives would veto anything that the reform

would want to do. The reform would veto whatever the orthodox
ﬁould want to do. They had a policy that we were never to discuss
religidn or theology, not only with all the Christians, with all
the Jews, So_that‘I had to say, of course, I understand the
policy and then I'd go off and arrange a meeting and I'd invite
individual orthodox rabbis and they'd come and they'd be the first
one who'd want to tell the goyim what it's all about and they'd
want to talk theology and rélition but they didn't call it that.
They'd call it sociology but it was always religion. So I began
developing, I mean, this kind of-—reaily it was a school of
diploﬁacy. of statesmanship, you know, how do you keep this thing
together and keep a league of fiction going of a collaborative
enterprise in which they didn*t want to collaborate on anything
serious. They would collaborate on the girl scouts, the boy
scouts, we would have committees for that. That:. they would work
at. IIf there was a chancé to deliver a praYer at some major
event,.an inauguration on;something. or the Sépatg_qr House, it -
meant the possibiiity of ﬁublicity'for some rabbi, we'll do that.

But they didn't pay any money, I had to raise money and by the time
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I finished, I brought a guy in to help me fundralse, he "was
liquidating the deficit. In any:case, I dld that for about ten
years and.tﬁen John Slausen called me. Morris Kurtzer (?) was
resigning and John called me and it was a breath of ffesh air for
me because I just got tired of the politics. I couldn't make a
move without clearing with six agencies, éggnbies that really had
paid only lip service to this common effort. It was backbreaking
to get them to pay a thousand dollars a year dues. By that time
we had developed a budget of $75-85,000. I began trying to build
up a staff, ete. and I had fo'raise all the money myself, yith‘
‘minimal help.. I got a guy, Mike Nicﬁdlson (?) whose a genius

'in raising funds and part-time he helped me put together a dinner
and one year we raised $100,000. We just liquidated the budget;
we gave ourselves-- that's what Ideft the organization with,
$100,000. Assets and a v1brant program. In 1960, by that time

I began developing contacts in Washington and I was named vice-
president of the White House Conference on children and youth

and I felt that it was a chance, too, for Jews to really make an
impact on a very broad network, there were 1,700 people who came
there. And I prevailed 0n Rabbi Heschel to deliver a paper
“Children and Youth (?) the Jewish Tradition." It
had an asfounding impact. He's got a penetrating way at getting
at issues, especially values, ideals, morals, the cultural condi-‘
tion, what Jews have to cqntribuie to try help humanize life,
moralize society._ And so I.knew theﬁ fhat we were moving into
the bit leégues in terms-- and also it waéfd_éhance.for Jews to be
understood that we're not just 3% of the populafion, we are one-

third of the major religious.communities of America, Qatholics:
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PfotESténts and Jews. We changed the whole status of Jews. Ve

were déalt with essentially in terms of our statistical numbers.
We really were inconsequential, we're one of the smallest minor-
ities in-America. But it's really becauseof our great religious
cﬁltural tradition that we received the disproportionate amount
of attention, aclaim and status and I was determined to build on

that. Any case, just about that time--

. Q. May I just ask you one thing?
A, ~ Sure. -
Q. Did you have'an&‘philoSOPhical focus for your-~-this

long term gﬁal of.making_the Jews af—putting the Jews in the
forefront'of whatever diséﬁssions were goingion as oné_of the
three major religions? I mean was there a certain--?

ke I guess itJbeéan to evolve slowly. I aiways worried
about Jewish security and, I guess;.becaﬁsq pf-m? childhood,
that havihgfbggn.réised in an overwhelmingly Christian neigh-
borhood, I played with Christian kids, there was ‘always anti-
Semitism in the'streets}; Sheenie Jew, this that and the other.
They used to call my father Abie, Abie, Jew baby. I mean I was
very much conscious of how much of that was in the streets and
gutters of America and--. But beyond that, as I began to see
that-- I began to find tﬁat Judaism was an unknown religion to
most Christians and they're always (?) arouﬁd
Pharisees, legalists,ahd I thought there was a very impbrtant
need to help find somelway to face these misrepresentations,
these characaturés. to have them have some real experience with
who Jews really are. And I began around that time, earlier than

that time, began‘drganizing these for Israelis, began organizing
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some things fof Abba Eban and some of the Israeli leaders who
came here and have them have some impact:on the Christian: world.
Now I think, though, in those days, part of it had to do with my
"own sense of--of-- whioh‘hae really been a basic pattern with me.
On the one hand containing; trying.to oontain. hostility, anti-
Semitism toward Jews,  -on the other-ﬁand to tfyjfo;eontinue to
build up an understanding of Jews at theif'best Jeﬁish values
Tat its best, Jewish culture at 1ts ‘best, create experiences
~where people would be exposed to our best mlnds or to have people
come to a seminary or to a museom or_to-go Po_Israel. And I
fthink some of that pattern, fheloasic pattern;'was set there.
‘It's taken some new fcrms for me now in AJC in recent years

but I thlnk that really in some ways I had the feeling that

it was nothing terr1bly,new about it, that was really;the
experience of exile fof two thousand years. Jews_were-always
defending themselves against the hostile oorld, that anti-
Semitism was endeoic in Western-- | I

Q. Did you personally feel that way in your first--feel
that anti=Semitism and that hostility in your first contacts
with clergy, with Christian clergy?

A, The first couple I met they were remarkable human beings.
I mean this fellow Roswell Barns and Kenneth Maxwell, whe was in
- charge of foreign affairs, were people, ?resbyterians.'who had a
very deep affeotion for Judaism really because of their own
Calvinist training. The old testament is a soufce of--holds a
place of great honor in that tradition and also they were very
sensative people then.. ThlS was not too long after the Nazi

holocaust and they had a sense of horror of what anti-Semitism
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led to. And they were determlned to try to face that in some

way, to deal with 1t and they trled to deve10p a whole new set

of relationships with Jews and.ﬁhey:justshsd!ﬁofhsve Jewish
partners to work with, And I just fell into that_situation-of
beginning to become_their,Jewish partner.

Q. | What about ﬁishoP Sneeh? N

A, Fﬁlton Sheen? We}l,Awe just deve10ped a kind of_pérsonal
friendship and I didn'fihsve any designs on him in terms of pro-
gram or anything. I was determined to test out where he stood
about Jews because at that time he.was far more popular than.
Billy Graham. There was television programs and he used to have
some discussions. And I one time said to ﬁim. I Said, "Bishop,
you're the greatest evange;ist in the world today." "Aw, Come on."
"No, you are. What do you think about us? You have your eye on
us?" He said, “"You're God's people. God loves you. God chose
yeu_specially. It's the God to decide what he wants to do with
Jeﬁs. That's not my role, If a Jew wants to become a Catholic

of course I'11 catechize him, I will preseletyze, I'1ll evangelize."
And Jews did, there were Jews who did. There was a period of

time he did go after a few very promlnent Jews and therefore there
was a period of tlme there was real hostzllty towards Sheen in

the Jewish community.. But I wasn't, I wasn't somehow put off by
that. Somehow he and I just hit it off. I mean, in fact in 1966
right after the Vatican Council we sponsored the first Catholic~
Jewish dialogue-in Rochester and he was the bishop there and he
agreed to speak. And I came on that--it was held in a synagogue
’there, Temple Befﬁ Kodesh, it was 1like Yom Kippur and the place

was packed with about 2,500 people, Catholics and Jews. We became
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the event of Rochester and he spoke and I spoke. And I'valked in
that room he ran over and_embraced me likp a long lost friend.
Néwsweek took some pictufeé of if.ﬁhiéh they published with

Sheen and me hugging each other. I mean there was a real respect
and even love, a.very deep love. Well, he got up and made a
speéch about ngs;,,GBGS-love for the Jews and the -prominent
place of Jews in theIWOrlﬁ, ‘It was incredible. People wére
crying in fhe audienée._ It was important for me to see thhdlics
cfying. And in effect he just abandoned the whole proseletyzing
toward Jews, publicly. We read the text of the speech, it was a
spectacular event.I{And, of course, for.me it was-- I mean I just -
felt that where every Jew in the room was anxious what was
Tanenbaum going to do now. You know, after that number. I did
my own number in my own way and I held up but I knew that I was
next to Uncle Miltie. And it was a great night. But that's been
part of my--my whole sense is, you know, having been victimized
so much ourselves about charicatures and steréotypes to réally
take people seriously in terms of their complexity and not to
disﬁiss people because of a single sentence or a single statement
or é single image. Iﬁnd that’s why I made a pdint in my whole
cafeer afterwgrd to make a final way to get to know Billy Graham,
Billy Grﬁham was Jjust dismissed. I mean he was billed as a
quacker and a Bible-thumping evangelical Baptist preacher but I
just had some sense soﬁewhere along the way that there was more
to this man than that public image. So in the '60's I sought

him out and the same fhing happened with Eulton Sheen héppened
“with him. I mean we developed an incredible ffiendship. And--

Q. "Were you criticized within the Jewish commuhity?
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A. ~ Oh, yeah. The orthodox community thinks that, - parts
. of the organization,thinks I've sold out. And'éome of that has
to do with the simple anti-goy, just anti-Christian mentality.
There's élpt of anti-Christian bias, espeéiaily from Jews who
come from Eastern Europe who suffered terribly. And I under-
stand that,.f_épﬁ?epiate that. Some .of them, énd this is a
1egitimaté criticiam. woréy_ﬁhat the images of Jews and Christians
being very'ggod friends, doing television with them and speaking
on first name terms, tends to weaken the sense of difference
between Jews and Christians and in the popular Jewish mind is
taken to be a sanction for infermarriage. And I recognize that
that'is_potentiélly a problem but I have to weigh that against
fhe very large needs of the Jewish community and Jewish security.:
our priority concerns are.the security and survival of Israel
and Israel would notféurvive a week if there were not, literaliy,_
millions- of Christians in America who cared about Israel. And
that's the basis of political support for Israel. There isn't

a president who hasn' t known thét thirty, forty, fifty million
evangelicals who cared--(Tape interrupted) But‘I. what I've
begun.to find is that in talking with orthodéx friends there's

an ambivalence. On the one hand they know that somebody has got
~to talk to the Christians and keep up lines of friendship. |
Q. It might as well be you (laugh).

A.  And it might as well be you, Actually I had a very
interesting moment which I.'v.e never recorded before. Durirg .'l:he
Vatican Council when-we weré_preparihg documents to submit to
Cardinal Bayer (?) I insisted that every'item we prepared be

shared with a major Jewish'religious personality so that we would
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never be seen as going it alone and not taking our best minds
seriously. So I arranged to show each of the three major studies
"that we sent to the Vatican to Rabbi Heschel. Rabbi Finkelstein,
Dr. Freihof, Rabbi Freihdf the reform rabbi of then in Pittsburgh,
a great reform scholar and Rabbi Solovatchik (?) at Yeshiva
University, he was the dean of orthodox rabbis in the United
States. - And, nobody knows this, but Rabbi Solavatchik (?) read
every one of the documents we submltted. He sent me letters
commenting on every one or had hlS son—ln-law wrlte out detailed
responses to all of those documents. And, in fact, at that time
during the third session of the Council there was a question of

a uniform calendar coming uﬁ. an international calendar, which
orthodox Jews'ﬁarticularly felt would undermine the Jewish
calendar if it were adopted. It would change Saturdays to Sundays
and that sort of thing. Solovatchik (?) wrote me a note which I
still have saying that while ybu are in touch with the Pope and
the Vatican I urge you tq.undgrﬁa?e a gpecial commission at my
request tb interveng to see if you cogld stop the adoption of

the uniform calendar. I am askinéIYOu beééuse:l trust you
implicitly; So I see Rabbi Solovatchik five, six times a year

to dlscuss our role 1n the Vatican, to keep hlm cons'tantly in-
formed, as I did w1th all the others, including Dr. Belkan (?)
who is president of Yeshiva. After the Vatican declaration came .
out, the'first version of it,.ﬁhich had some reference to con-
version, the orthodox rabbinate began attacking the Vatican left
and right. And Rabbi Solovatchik in response to that pressure
from the right wing of the orthodox community came out and dis-

avowed the whole involvement in the Vatican. So I called him up
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and he said "Look, there are certain things you have L0 do. But
I support what you did. . You had to do what you had to do and i
had to*d§ this because of these circumstances. But I want you to
know I'm béhindlyou." And I said, "But you know you placed an
inpossible situation." He said, "I understand, but that's

’ (?) we're in the diaspora and that's fhe madness of
living in the.exile.”_ So. I mean, but that's typical of the kind
ofqresponse you get in the orthodox éommunity today. And I_get
that'eyerywhére I go. I ran into somebody from the Agudas Yisrael
‘an orthodox rabbi, and it was a White House observance honoring
- Simon Wiesenthal and I just came over and said hello to him and
afterwards I was outside on the telephone and he comes over to
" me and says "You don't know me but I know you. I lisfeh to you
regulér on WINS. I doﬁ(ﬁ*&iéégrée-with“§§Erything you say but
you did a broadcast on the & aiK?) yéar. it was a

kiddush hashem, you”san&tified“God'sfnéme. it was marvelous."

So I Sald "You have no jdea how much that means to me."”

LU

Q. ' That's very nlce."a
A o So, I made up my mlnd a. long time ago that and thls
really is something I learned at AJC, a central questlon for us

is to be effective. And in order to be effective you've got to

be serious and you've got to do your homework first, you've got

to study your problem aﬁd t§ know what has to be done to bring
about a certain resﬁlt that you think is going to be good for
Jews and for America, whatever you value. Once you know that
you've considered all tﬁe_OPtions and that's the way to go then
you go ahead and do it and worry about the politics, the reactions

afterward. Along the way you've got to keep things from exploding
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in your face. But, I've been operating that way ever since I've
been here and this is my twentieth year at AJC and we started
qut'with the Vatican Council. Nobody wanted to touch it, nobody.
Qe ‘ Did you have to convince the Committee.-John Slausen,
those lay leaders t¢ get involved or--?

A. No, to John Slausen's credit, I had jﬁst come into AJC’
so the Vatican Council begéﬁlin;'62j‘the]fitét'announcements

were in '61l, it's John Slausen s credit and the late David

Danzig (?), Dan21g was our program dlrector, who was brilliant.
Danzig had a feel, eventhough he was personally secular in many
ways in terms of hlS 1d1010gy and hls tralnlng. he had an under-
standing of the 1mportance of re11g1on as a factor in culture,

as a factor in politics, ‘and when he heard about the Vatlcan
Coun01l he_already began saying we ought to look into that, to do
something about that, Qheﬁ_I just had come into the scene. And
John Sléusen also had that sense. It sounds like it's important.
We'd better péy attention to it. And so John had called Jack
Shister (?), in my présencé, had Jack go to Rome to look into it.
So Jack came back and he says potentially it's of historic impor-
tance. It's going to be a'majof event, the first time in our
lifetime something like this will happeh. We'd better get to it.
‘And when I'd been.ét'the Synagogue Council the year before there
and I'd put on the agenda the Vatican Council and that the Jewish
“religious communitf should fespond to it, we should find out about
it and see whether we oﬁght to relate to it. It was vetoed. The.
orthodox community said, and I respect this judgment, I think it
was a wrong judgment but it was their judgment, it's an internal

_ Christian meeting, we're to have nothing to do with it. Never
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mind what they say about Jews. That's their problem, it's not
our problem. So I was p;evented from making ahy entrees to the
Vatican Cqunéil then.f Ahd that got--was part of my own feeling
that when Slausen came to me and said "I want to offer you this
job at- the Committee, " I began-- I was really.filled with enor-
mous frustration there. I couldn’t move anywhere. I was con-
stantly being ﬁndercut by these kindg of theological bands to
move. And here ﬁas a brééth;of-ffésh air'ﬁith the freedom I had
not only freedom but leadership and sﬁpﬁért.¢ And Slausen used to
tell me very early the iﬁportaht thing is 20 koW vhat you're
doing and oncg,you're clear abouf.what ig required:and we have
approval of it-éb,ahead and‘do‘it and.I;il'béqk you. ~ And I've
had that, for twenty years. With John and then with‘Burt Gold.
And we really have broken groﬁnd in almost every field in Jewish-
Christian relations in this country and abroad. The Vatican
Council, ADL didn't come in until almost the end of it, the
second session of the Council. The World Jewish Congress didn't
come in. They all submittéd a two-page memorandum. We did the
first systematic-study on the textbook which documented the
problem of anti-semitism in the Catholic feaching. Cardinal
Bayer (?) had our study translated into six languages, sent
around to all of the bishops who were involved, and he said based
- on that evidénce we have got to adopt a declaration to put an

end to anti-semitism. It's no question this is what we!re teach-
ing about Jews. We did the study on liturgy the same way and the
story on the crucifiction and it became decisive. I mean it just
changed the whole mentality. And when Bayer came here in March

of 1963 we afranged this meeting at AJC with all of the top
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Jewish leadership, religious ieadership.'and that's when'the
thing was clinched. He took out- the preliminary text that nobody
had seen before and we discussed it there. There were written
questions and answers. And that became the turning point. Well,
it changed the whole world. I mean there's been an explosion
since 1965 with the Catholic world. They've changed the text-
books and liturgy,and teacher training institutes with nuns,

the sisteriAnenTaEmeRilc.. Roct '(2), Father Flanary's,
Polokofsky's (?). I mean all-of that waslméde possible by he
Vatican thing. And it's been one of the historic contributions
of AJC to the imprpvementfof atfitudes toward Jews -here and _

‘ elsewheré;: The séme'thing héppened with fhe evangelicals. -Yon '
know in 1965 who would talkﬂt9 Billy Graham? I mean the Jewish
community would be run out of.tbwn} They ﬁould be regarded as
selling out the Jewish people{'

Q.l How could you do itvwhenlﬁtﬁer people couldn't do it?

A.4 Well, by that time I'd had: you Enow, about four years
of.very good appresticehip in an.agency that was really a vefy
great agency. And we had a staff at that time that was like a
past-graduate faculty at a university. Marshall Sklar, Lucy
Davidowitz, David DanZig. Ed Lukas, it was an extraordinary
gifted group and our morﬁing discussions about issues, in fact
they - used'to be sometimes too'abstract, too intellectual. Some-
how we'd never get around tb what are you supposed to do about
it. That was Danzig's weakness, he would love to talk. But
he ﬁas an incredible-- o

Q. How often'Would-thgsﬁ,take place? And is this a con-

tinuing--?
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A, ;Yeah,_we'héve-it:ndw, Monday morning (?) meetings.
We have good discussions now. They're.much more practically
oriented now. Also I think we have many more concrete problems
to deal with. The (?) }uxury of--with a staff cabinet
meetihg was much more of that kind of thing. We sat back and
| toﬁk'a kind of a world view look and (?) that sort
of a thlng. But the p01nt is that over that perlod of 1961-65
by then I began to really grab hold of the issues and hav1ng been
to Rome several times on the Vatican Council with Zach I began
having some mastery over the field and I began to feel that
thgre'é going beyond what I had done before. I mean I came in
wiﬁh a substantial background by that time but this was, I had-
thé sense it was possible to push out now to the outer limits
ané be effective. So, when I came back and after we got aléf
of the Catholic programming going and institutes and serminars
and textbook studies I had,begun.traveiling‘a little bit around
the country'then and I had begun seeing what was going'on in the
soutﬁ and I realized that the we had no understanding of what
was going on, the Jewish Committee had no understanding. I mean
the south was now developing economically in incredible ways, there
was massive population movelments to the south and our image was
still of crackers and bible-thumpers. And I began talking with
some of the Baptist churches and T said MyGoa} this is a whole
new world. Imean itfg like the Vatican Council all over again.
There's a whole empiré here to be developed and explored. So, as
things beggn to develop I bggan 1ooking into'hoﬁ i could relate
to the Spﬁthern Baptisf Convention. i brough£ a éﬁjjin‘my
staff, Jerry Strober (?).ﬁho I thought at that time was an;w
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evangelical Chfiefian. He was born of Jewish parents, had become
an Evangelieal Christian, I didn't know about his Jewish back-
ground at all. He was working on ; study project of the NCCJ
that we were doing jointly on Protestant textbooks aﬁd when that
expired I took him oh and we began looking together at the whole
evangelical field. And then we opened up our first eonference'
in '68. Actually I began my own onversation wifh Billy Graham
in '66 and when the six-day war broke out Graham called me one
day and he said "Iém very worred about reactioﬁ to Israel. There
seems to be a growth. of anti- semltlsm. There's'beeﬁ so much
311ence on the part of the Protestansts toward Israel.” And
felt there was a kind of negative back-lash developing. Whereas
as some people had cried in Israels' development there was an
awful lot of feellng_tnat these Jews were destroying these -
Arabs. So he said, "I want to do something; I want to do a film
about Tsrael.” I said, "That's wonderful." He said, "I'd like
your help."- "Sure." So he ﬁad Kenneth Bliss, and I just got a
letter from him today. in fact, I'm still working on projects
like that, call me and. I helped h1m w1th a scrlpt called "His
Land"”. And he did thls marvelous f11m about Israel. He invested
 a half a million dollare in thls love poem for Israel, one of the
mst beautiful pictures about Isrsel as the land of the bible.
And'then'we helped;him prombte it. "We'd presented i% at an AJC
meetlng, at ‘a board meetlng. at an annual meetlng, and we got it
around the country 1n-meny churches. So little by llttle began
developing e trust relationship and alot of correspondence. And
over a period of time he proved to be one of our most trustworthy

. friends, for Israel, Soviet Jewry, anti-semitism, Eastern Europe.
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' He helped mé get three families out of the.Soviet Union who could
not be gotten out:"It's an incredibly beautiful story of--

Q. .-How did he do it? . |

A, Well, I'11 tell you briefly. There was a woman named
Rifka Alexandrovitch whose ﬁaughter. Ruth, was put into Putmel (?)
prisoﬁ, a slave labor camp. She had been é'nurse; she suffered
from asthma and arthritis. Her mother was terrified she was

going to die. Shelwas thrown into prison because she was found
buying a bible on the black market and the KGB-- It was a pre-~
text because she was part of this whole dissident group, but that
was a pretext for tﬂrowing her in jail. And Rifka was in a state
of panic, she was sure fhatipnless she got her daughter out
shortly that it WQuldlbé_fhé end of her. éhé.came from first

Riga, Latvia then Moscow where shelwas an English teacher, she
spoke perfect English, and fheﬁ she went to Israel and she came
here. We invited her 1o speak at an annual AJC meeting. As soon
as she gotfoff fﬁé-planeishé éﬁoke at the anualﬁméeting and a}ter
that session she went oﬁér to me and she said, "I want fo speak to
you. There's only one persﬁn who can get my daughter out of
prison.” "Who's that?" "That's the number one man in the United
States." "You mean Nixon?" "Yes. And you know Billy Graham."
"How do you know that?" She said, "I know in Israel that you know
Billy Graham and he can get her out." So I said, "Okay, we'll
try." She told her story‘and she was. just overwhelming. She was
very dramatic and véfy moving, mother and her daughter, it was é‘ |
very gripping story. So we first arranged for her to speak before
the general assembly of the United Presbyterian church in Rochester

- and it's the first time they ever had a Soviet Jew do that. She
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had a standing ovation. She was dynamite. _She'was a small woman
like this, a powerhouse. There was a little of my mother in her,
too, which I think grabbed me which is I was doing it not for her
but also for my mother. In any case, I called Biily Graham

after that Presbyterian ﬁeeting and I said, ﬁBilly, this is an
important woman and I need your help." He was getting reédy to
~get on a plane with Nixon to go to Austin, Texas to dedicate the
LBJIlibrary and it was 6n a Friday. _And.he said, "Look, I'1ll do
what-I can to heiﬁ. I will be in Chicago on Sunday, this.coming
Sunday. If you will come with Mrs. Alexandrovitch I'1l talk to
you and we'll see what we cén do to help." I said, "All right,
what'time?" "Four o'clock." "Where?" "Conrad Hilton.“I'll be
fhefe under a pseudoname.® -He gave me hig name. Four o'clock
thelfollowing Sunday Rivka Alexandrovitch and I went to Chicago.
We were there in Chicago:? Céme up_ko-the hotel room, just an
inéredible image. Rivka Alexandrovitch, I guess she was like
five by five, I mean, that was the seﬁSé'She-gaﬁgllike this kind
of packed pe;son'aﬁd ﬁiily.Graham was like six foof four. We
walk in, Graham and I embrace and he walks over to Rivka, he
bends down and kisses her and she began getting tears in her
eyes. We sit.dpwnf he says "Mrs. Alexandrovitch. tell me your
story." She said, "Dr. Graham, when I first came to the United
States you know what hit me, what had the greatest impact on me?"
He said, "No." "She said, "I stayed at the Holiday Inn and I
walked in the Holiday Inn and the first thing I see is a bible
open. And I walked over and I read it and I kissed it. Do you
know what it means fo find an open bible in a room? It's because

of that bible that my daughtér is in prison." She knew who she
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was talking to. Graham began getting tears in his eyes. She

told him, she said, "She wanted to study the bible. It was for-
bidden. So we had to go out in the black market.. She spent

fifty rﬁbles to buy a bible and the KGB put her in prison because
of that." So Graham then turned to me and says "Marc, will you
lead us in prayer?" And we reached out and held hands together _
" and I“suddeﬁly remember the prayér for the (?) of the
captives, not all of it but part of it, so I séid that prayer

and we weré all crying like babies. It was an incrediﬁle
emotional moment. Graham gets up and says "All right, I'm going
to make a phone_call." He takes out his telephone book, dials a
number, it's in Florida, KeyBixcayne. "Hello, Henry, this is
Billy. I'want'to'talk to yoﬁ aboﬁf a verytimPQrtant matter. 'It's
a terrible story and I'd like yqur“helﬁ.- Ana"I‘m_personally a
" interested in this., There's a Mrs. Alexandrovitch, her daughter's
in prison, Rabbi Tanenbaum's with ﬁe,,he haé all the information
about it."  Kiééinger sayé to.him, "Alright, put Tanenbaum on the
phone." I get on the phone, Henry Kissinger, he was on vacation
in Key Biscayne. And he ééﬁs,l"l'm éeeing Ambassador Dobrynin

on Wednesday. I will put this on the top of my list as a matter
or national interest to the United States government. Send me a

' _telegram at once with all the information, with her prison number
how long she's been there, e#actly what cell she's in, whatlhef.
condition is in,-and send it to me at the State Department. And

I pfoﬁisg you I'1ll do everything I can.“ I got and I wrote him

a telegram and sent himuiﬁmediately from Chicago and we talked a
little bit moreland Graham said, "I'll keep after it and call me

in a couple of days. We'll wait till after he sees Dobrynin on
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Wednesday and I'1ll frobaﬁlj hear from him by then." In about a
month she was out of prison. She had been in prison three years,
couldn't gét aﬂvisa from the Ovear (?) and Kiésingef, via Billy
Graham, sprung her Put of prison. She got out of prison and
came to'lérael. _dép-maffied and‘gbt divorced, unfortunately,

and had a child, Andfthe'most poignant thing for me about all
of that, two things happened subsequently, she came back again
to get some help for another family because there had been
another person then. She brought a samovar that she had taken
with her out of Moscow and asked me to bring it to Graham. And

I .did., When I went to see Graham at his home I brought it down
to him. He was very moved by it. And then, subsequently, her
daughter, Ruth, came to the United States and I was nbt here

and she left a folder for me, a little leather thing, and_Deqx
Marc, thank you for saving my life. Ruth. It's a very simple
folder, it's one of the most beautiful things I've got and I

kept it. Then Rivka, _(Tape interruption)

Q. You were taiking about Ruth’getting back to you} She
left a package here when you were gone.,

A, ~Oh, Rivka Alexandrovitch went back to Israel fo teach

in a high school, teach English in a high school, and she made

| a project of having the students take to do a verbal history of
the redemption of Ruth. She had them gather all the newspaper
clippings, all of the letters, all of the telegrams we sent, and
she had a book like this. It was incredible. I mean, letters to
the president, to the ~ (?) and it became a record of the.
saving of a single life, of her daughter. It was a very moving

document and--but it shows how much goes into, in a case like that
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of Just brlnglng out-one famlly and we've been d01ng 1t w1th
dozens of families. And every one of them is that klnd of life
story, in dlffereqt ways. George Bush did something llke that
for us. We got a couple of people out through him. Quite drama-
tic storieé. Aﬁd we became very close friends as a réSult of
that. He was superb. _

Q.  Was it with the help of Billy Graham?

A. No, he did it on his own, did it on his own. And some
~day I'1ll have to find a way of-putting that down but-- Hé madé-;
He literally violéted protocol with the State Department. There .
was a young Jew named Gabriel Shapiro wﬂd was a dissident; a
leader in the dissident movement, andlthe Soviets were out to
really punish him. And he haq a girlfriend here named Judy
Silver, a very big, heavy woman, who used'ta literally camp in
my office to try to get him out. And we thought it was a‘whole
group of dissidents who were going to be involved in hls fate
so we decided, I decided, to do what I could to help. So I went

to George Bush one day and--

Q. "How did you happen to chose George Bush? Is he someone
you know? _
A, No, I just called'ﬁim‘up. I figured at that point, he

was at the:United Nations--No, we

(End of Tape 1)
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interviewed by Mimi Alperin October 29, 1980
Q. | And I'm on the date today is October 29th and we're
resuming the interview in Rabbi::Marc Tanenbaum's office at the
American Jewish Commiftee. Last time you were talking about

an incident in which you callgd George Bush and to help get the
release of someone in the Soviet Union. Can you begin in the
beginning of that story because I think we stopped in the middle.
A, Yah, there were several episodes but this one had to do
with a ledder in the Soviet Jewish dissident movement, his name
was Gabriel, Gabriel Shapiro. He was a young man, I think his
middle twenties, who | '_ : (?) and there

. waé a whole cluster of diésidents around him, A youngish,
American, Jewish woman whose name was Judy Silver, she was a
granddaughter of a rather prominant orthodox rabbi in Cincinnati,
came to my office, I don't know, it was five, six years ago, I
don't remember the date but I could check it out. She came to
my office and askedlme to help her to get Gabriel out. She had
been to Russia with a delegatién of American Jews the yeér before
and had met Gabriel. and’fell in’love With him, but also had
enormous respect for him as a key personality in the whole dissi-
dent movement. And fhe'RﬁSSians ﬁere eépeciallj oppressive
because he played such an important leadership rol@. So, she

had been tryiﬁg tp_ggt?q'Qisa for Shapiro to gef hié ou% to
Iérael and kept rﬁnning Lp against a brick wall. The Soviets-
kept saying_ah enemy of thé'State, there's no circumstances he'll
be allowed to get out. So one day I called Ambassador Bush, who
as then the American ambassador to the United Nations, and asked

if I could come down to see him and they had me come down and I
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broﬁght Miss Silver with me and we told him the story. And he
responded immediately, with very dee§ feeling, and "Gee, that's
terrible.”" Actually I had gsiablished the contact, as I think
about it now, with George Bush before. I once did a broadcast.
for WINS on the Syrian repression of Jews and the Syrlan ambassa-
dor get up -at the United Nations the day after I dld a broadcast
on Sunday,'and condemned me as a Zionist, propagandist agent.

and Geprge Bush told me that morning, he said, "You've just'

been attacked by the Syrian ambassador." He said, "Exactly, what‘
the hell did you say on the radio?" So, I said, "I just told-the
truth ﬁhich is that they have been denying Jews their civil and
political rights, they don't let Jews leave the country and this

' islin violation of the United Nations covenant of human rights."
He siad, "That doesn't sound terrible. Let me see the script."”

So I sent the script down to him by messenger. He called me in
the afternoon and he said, "There's absolutely nothing in that
script which is unacceptable. I mean there{s nothing there that's
not true. We know it fromnou: own American sources. . And that
guy miSrépresehted you and I'm going to defend you." So he got
ub.in1th§ United Nations‘fhaf afternoon at #:30 and delivered a
speech deféndinglthe case that I was making against the Syrian

- ambassador. So I called the next day to thank him and that he
really went out of his way and he really (?) something
because I w§s defendlng a Jew1sh organlzation--

Q. He did mention the American Jewish Committee?

A. He read the écript. He read my script. He said, "I just
received tﬁe script from Rabbi Tanenbaum of the American Jewish

Committee, I've read the scfipt. He had been misrepresented by
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the Syrian ambassadof. We owe Rabbi Tanenbaum an apology.for
misquoting him and the other charges are certainly without founda-
tion. And my govermment defends the right of the Syrian Jewish
people | _ (?) their human rights." So I developed
a very warm feeling for him as a result of that episode. He didn't
have to do it but he did. He went out of his way to make a case
of. So then when the Judy gilver episode started I called him
and we came down to see him. Judy Silver told the story. She

was a rathér,-I must say a very large woman,'a young woman, she
Iprobably weighed about_ZjO pounds; She'd come up to my office

and eat Pepperidge Farm.cookies (laugh), for her diet. She -
was a tough dame to deal with and f say that by way of telling
another part of the George Bush story. Anyway, we came to see
George Bush an& Bush was very'mucﬁ touched by the plight of '
Gabriel Shapiro and he said to me, “Lbok, I'm going to do some=
thing I'm not suppdsed to do. I'm going to violateSt&te Depars-
ment protocol. But there was a time faqtor involved. We had tg_
get through to the Soviet Uhion.wiﬁhinlé_métter of a week be-l.
cause they were preparing to sentence him and probably send him

to Siberia. It was an effort to really kill the Ghole dissident
movement. - And I:approached_him on an urgent baéis.'.Sq he put

| through a dail_fo the Aﬁeriban ambassador in Moscow. He was not
I- allowed to do that. He hﬁd to first clear it with the State
Departmeﬁt and gét clearaﬂcé from the policy to do that. So he
had a feeling of the Urgencﬁrof this and that possibly a peréon's
life was at stake and probably other dissidents were at stake.

So, it just so happenend that the American ambassador in Moscow

" at that time was Jacob Veen (?). and Veen was a classmate of his
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at Yale and they were:vefy good friends, they were Jake and
George.  So he ca;led Jacob Veen from his office at: the U.S.
Mission to the U.N. and said this is a personal call and that
cleared it ﬁith the State Department as bging.a personal, humani-
tarian 5asié, and he told him something about Gabriel Shapiro

and he gaid; "Look, you'velgotgto g0 down'tqlthe police tomorrow
rand ask to visit Shapiro so that they know that the United States
government has got théir'eje on him. And ﬁléhée tell them that
it's a matter of very high national interest in our government.
And we. eipéét‘them'fp behave in a'rgsﬁoﬁéiﬁle fésﬁiog?and not
railroad this guy out.’ There'1l be hell to pay. There'll be
rallies all over America and (?)." And he

did that. And in a matter of a couple of weeks Shapiro got his
visa. He's gotten out of prison. But they made him get out of
the country very quickly, almost overnight, and he went to Israel.
In the meantime then they wenf after some of the other dissidents
who were very close to him including Mark Nashovifz t?) who was

a dentist, studying to be a dentist, and he didn't get away.

They sent him off fé_a-labor camp and the problem was there was
nobody around. Almost.in every case when you have somebody
advbcating. like Judy Silver was advocating in this case, and
another case Rivka Alexandrovitch was advocating for her daughter,
and this lifted up her'cauée and it came to a personality. There
was nobody here for Marijashkovitz.and we tried and brought a
lot of pressure to bear but hg was sent away. In any case,
Gabriel Shapiro was brought to Israel., This woman, Judy Silver,

went to Igraél and married him. They were married for less than

a month or so, something like that, and it collapsed and she came
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back to the States, which is what she told us, which reminded me
of the good old'days_of:wagingvtﬁe enormous struggle. Part of
the thing I was getting at withvéﬁbriellsﬂépiro, Judy Silver-
Shapiro, she said it was numb.(?j. she married Gabriel, was that
during the fight of the campaién, after, a week after he made
his call, before‘éébriél.gop his:ﬁisa, I-got<a'bali;fr6p Tom
Lias (?3 ﬁh;'wéstRich-Shépifo's‘(?)'édministrﬁtive'aide;uahd

he says “Something térriblé is gbingloﬁ. Ambassador Byéh is.
meeting with a group of joufnalists, twelve, fifteen people,

and Judy Silver ié out front pf the U.S. Mission with a couple

dozen kids and she has a bullhorn and she'slscreaming that

George Bush is an anti-semite."

Q. How long after?

A. This was a week after,

Q. A week after? .

A, A week or ten days after :that. But it was after we had

seen Bush and he had made the telephqﬁé call. She had alot of
anxiefy that if éabriel wﬁsn't'ggtten out of prison in two days
they were going to send'him‘off‘td Sibéria., And, of course, he
was not released in a matter of two days, She felt that somehow
Bush had betrayed her and magicélly -_ (?), you
know a fantasy (?). So got together this 1it{le

" (7) of kids an@ the Students Struggle for Soviet
Jewry among'others. we knew that, and Bush was besides himself.
.Here he-was sitfiné trying to reach a whole bunch of American
and foreign correspohdents on some important Questions and she
was calling him an anti-semite. ‘

Q. How did you feel?
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A. Well, I waslsiftingfatia meeting here wﬁen the Bush éuy
called me and I said "Tﬁé;'s_a scandal." If anybody went éut of
his way and really risked some things, he had gotten a serious
reprimand from the State Department, and the very least she owed
was gratitude. So I told Lias I'll be right down. So I broke
up the meeting I had, I grabbed a cab and I ran down to the

U.S. Mission to the U.N. and I came over to Judy Silver and I
grabbed her by the shoulders and I said, "What the Hell is the
matter with you? Have you gone out of your mind? Do you always
try to destroy your friends, the people who try to help you?

You were there when he made the telephone call. You know how

he did it for you. He didn't have to do that. He did it out

of the goodness of his heart and your voiding his decency by
trying to undermine him." And I said, "If you don't stop this
immediately and bréak up this riot don't you ever call me again
for anything and I will run you out of the Jewish community."

I just threw everything at her because she was a hysterical
woman and I knew she-had to be reached in a way she would under-
stand, Well, she got the message and she turned around she

said (?) to JDL and the others and they broke it
up and went away. So I walked to the side door and George Bush
. came out, he was taking these guys to lunch up on Second Ave.,
and he came out and embraced me and thanked me and said "You've
saved my life. That's all I- nmeded with_ali these correspondents
being called an aﬁti-semite. George Bush being called anti-
semite." He said he was 65 his way to thé WhitelHouse and the
State Department. But I think that's simply a matter of just

. basic, elémenfary fdirnesé. - After that'episode’wé became faét
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friends. He woﬁld call me ‘about all kinds of things. If Jewish
officials came to see him and he didn't know who they were he'd
call me up and say, "Should I see these people? Who are they?
What are they all about?" I had two other cases that he helped
me get people out, much (?j.-and some of them
very poignant céses. A yoﬁng, beautiful Russian Jewish woman
who was pregnant, six, seven months, and they let her go but
kept her husband back and . (2Y

So I came down to see Bush and tﬁis is after the Silver eﬁisode,
and he acted as if the Judy Silver episode never took place and
did some of the same kinds of things all over again; And he got
_he husband out in a‘short period of time. He did the same thing
with Ruth Alexandrovitch, her daughter—; Rivka Alexandrovitch
was the mother and her daughfer was ﬁut in.prison and was very
seriously ill and he did some ver& étrong things although the
éeal person who helped me get her out was Billy Graham.

Q. - You told that story, it's a wonderful story. So much of
what you do depends upon your personal contacts with leaders of
all kinds, both religious leaders and government leaders. Have
you ever been disappointed when you contacted someone and asked
for thelr help in any way? Have you been turned down? 1Is there

any instance you can think of?

A. Sure. This is not all fun and games, and--

Q. Success stories : |

A. Peaches and cream, sucess storles. There are a greét
many disappointments and I have frequently : (2).

.We've had some very great disappointments with the Vatican. We've

had some perfectly marvelous meefingé with Popes who say all the
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right things about the spiritual relationship between the -

Catholie church and the Jewish peOple. and then the Vatican

.

Secretary of State turns around and spouts policies. For a very

good example his last statement of the internationalization of

Jerusalem- They betrayed the Israel Embassy in Rome. They assured the
Embassy in London that nothing was going to happen in Jerusalem and if something
wae going to happen on J erselem they would let them know fi.rst. They dropped the
statement like a time bomb on the United Nations on the internationalization of the
city of Jerusalem, That's a moral outrage! And I was fit to be tied. A. number |

of years before, m fact, dur'ing.-APope ‘Paul's A4 reignv,- I happened to be very close

to the-Popef s repres’en@ttéttive in the United Nations, a monsignor Signonetti (?) and
he or_1‘e day came agd asked to _I_Jave lunch . (?) have lunch with (?)
and me for the sole purpose of telling us that he had a direct message from the Pope

. Vatican . , ' _
on the ~ (?) Secretary of State to assure us that the Vatican had given up
pern';anently any propols'a'l for the interm tionalization of the city of Jerusalem. All
they were iljlterested:i'n Were free access to the holy places, And they know they have
that now under Israel better than ever before and all they wanted was some kind of
international statute to confirm what is already in place there, And I, you know
was (?) to that in that there was one front‘hostility toward Israel that was
dissolved. So little by_ll_ittle we got to the end of thel 1970's this identification X (?)
for the Secretary of State of the thn'd world line, the PLO and the Arabs. We were
(Hussem saw him)
overwhelmmg the Vatwan and a month ago he was saymg so. And after that a
representative from Sadat saw .h’im end he '( '?) then right a.fter that‘ King Hassan
All of them

saw him from Morrocco,  XNMXXBEXK bringing pressure to bear for some kind of

X
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-mtemationali‘zatiéﬁ of the city of Jerusalem. The egyptiens did not do that Eut

all tl"le Arabs and Muslims did.:' The Jordanians have a special understanding

they want ( | ?) to be mrﬁed over to Jordan, Idon't know you can read in (?)
‘the Vatican now for almost a-de;:ade, they havé ;re_ry deep feelings

(?) - B it's a very disappointing,_business.-
| (?) hope that out of these relationships, it is very restrained that

they will not try to do something to intimidate'them.. But this last act was one of
intimidation. And that was outrageous. |

Q; How did you respond or did the committee respond ?

A. Well, we have joint international committee now of all the major jewish
organizatiops andwe register. We have a meetin.g on October 21 in Rome (?)
our people's (?) representing AJC at which we registered a formal protest
about \_avhat was said and how it was done and we've asked for a meeting for the

(?) B Secretary of Stafe and we're in the process of setting that
u‘p'.and there we plan tb ‘do whatever we can., It's ﬁ very difficuit problem. Because
on one hand the Vatican ié alligﬁing itself with the European Economic community
(?j The Eurolpea.n countries now want to capitualate to the PLO

and to the Arabs, They '-11. buy off their opposition and mifntain indefinite flow to
the (?). And the Vatican si‘nce it's power base résts first of all in Western
Europe, Germany, Italy, France, Spain, Portugal,. .h_-\_rery. large constituencies.
And the poiicies of those governements is let's puy out th.e Arabs. Recognize
the‘-PLO. They want_-to impose -_the peace in order to assure f;ee access (?)
and the Vatican City conforms to that. And the _U'nited States h-as' ngtthng terribly

hekpful? ~ X(?) to that....the White House and they BM¥X get mixed signals -

_.:.
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. (?) . d so it's a massive, massive problem. A
great challenge is how to find the right conception of how to cope with that and

it's not easy. ..force of history, but go ahead and try to do it. I have no -illusions

about that, . - (_)?j inhibit their going very public and
' ﬁre ssing aggressively - (? . | . The National Council of
Church 4 ' - (?) United Nations.
_ domihatéd by Arab Chri‘stians who sit m on all their #(?) who write all
their statements about _ (?) about Israel. We just had a meeting in

Crakow the end of August, we walked into the meeting and there is a resolution
on Jerusalem contending that Israel is one sided, unfair, unjust resolution written

by --- and i know the guy who wrote it and the guy happens tobe a (?) for the PLO.,

"And he was told by Arab (?) this is what I want you to (?) so they
(?) ! so we had this meeting AND I led off the discussion andI( = 2 )
I got very tough because I felt who am I playing games with? (?) discuss

_ t heology and (7). a.nd moral values while _.these people are out there undermining

.-Jewish siidenoe (?) I started by saying that you're maiting. ...you're —— I
don't k.now .. (?)  this 're}ationship at all bqt if you are - : (?) on display
it might be impossible to- c;:nntinue. ér'(lau are dou"btless- enemies -;;f the jewish people.
P.tlaople who are.out to destroy us. And we're 1101; going to make.alny-_pretense about it,
We have good.good Jé'ellai;i"o:isllhips and dialogues going ;rhen s:.ea;:--affer y;ear youl adopt
positions which are threatening the véry exis_t4npp of Israel and of Jersalem, Then a
few others joined in including Professor | (?) of Jersalem and by the time we
fini shed the Christians in t})at.room were beéide themselves. A bunch of these were

Western Christians (?) and then they had a private caucus. And
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they adoplhed a statement supporting our point of view and demanding that the

Central Committee of the World council of Churches hear a dellagatim_:ﬁ of J éws
and:Israelis to make our case 6:1 Jexi-us.;fxlém and ask them to Ire-peal the statement,

It's nkt gomg to happen but at least something happened there Ghvat with that group

and it was a unammous p0151ton of all the Chrlstlans or the Christian’ Comm1ttee=of the
Jewish people. But it's a minozl:‘-'.xlriétory -beclause the positions have been adopte'd_",'

and we have to continue the battle.-‘ In that sense part of this work where you are
déaling with in a sense the religious side of political posmons it's like Sisifus (?),
you keep pushlng the rock of the mountam and you have very little hope that you

will get close to the top of the mountain before the rock of (?) falls down,
And yo.u sit the_re : (?) You know that you are going into this minefield.
. And that _t_he mines Iare all pointing at you and you still go out and try to detonate
as Imuch as you can. .Defhs'e'as_man‘y as you can. And it's just plain percentages,
~you'll never 'make é_ny ultimate difference. But that's part of the job.‘ Compensation,
comes with meeting with many Chriétians within the United States, it's the kind bf

. : ) : this Baily Smith episode (?)
f:hi_ng like friendship with Billy Graham @d ——— (?) and you
know a lot of people are horrified aﬁthit that. The important thing that pappened, more
important than the éia.'tement he'm,ade was the response and I have really filed the letters
;. anci telegrams.,. resolutiOHS‘adoptéd by'Southern Baptists Evangelists condemning him
(?) their love for Jews a.qd Judaism. There's a marvelous cartoon we have

in the latest newsletter of an angel sitting atlthe switchboard in heaven called the
Celestial Telephone Company and the caption on it was the"éngels says, '"'I'm sorry

Doctor Smith, you'll have to wait a few more mintutes, he's talking to a Rabbi now, "

\

Q. (laughs)
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A But that's been an encouragement, That'é the 'produlct of more than

twenty years of working with .eva_ngelicals. Which the American Jewish

Committee d1d because nobody else Wanted to talk to them ‘In fact there was a

time when I started talking to BlllY Graham that people thought I was going banannas,
-'Q. Here at the Commnittee ? : Did you have critisism when you began that ?

A, - No, the marvelous thi‘ng about the pommittee was that while people may
have personal Ilesel;'vatit.)ns, there is -a certain respect that ~--assumption that —--
they thought I knew whﬁt I was doing Q—-_Iﬁy ‘staff knew what we were doing. They let
us do it though they thought it was a wasfe of time, foblishness, nonsense, And then
if it worked, it's marvelous. ..you're a dancing g'irl. I opérate very st':_'ongly--.-the
basis approach you have in th.i-s work is first to study Ivery carefully while we are
working. I spend a great deal of time sjnse we study this Whole area and I read
probably everything I can get my haﬁds 0;1 in terms of- éouthem style, Southern culture,
Southern religion, pélitids"'and I have a sénse of some vast churning going on, some

churning. Iread a great deal of Billy Grahams material and I saw there . were
1n51ghts there, a klnd of Openness in certain places and that

it had 'bo be tested whether it could be w1th all of them. And

so I moved in that dl"rectlon when I felt that there was,a prob-
ability of change Iaﬁd'it worked. I saw that it could work and

it did. And whe'n" we saw- what happened when Graham came ‘to the
AJdc méeting in ‘Atlanta in a spectacular speech. We had people
who didn't want to come. We had people who cancelled their
reservations when we were‘.inviting Graham, when we were inviting
these primitive, or fundamentalists, anti-semite. 1In the 'p0pular

mind the cliche was that evangelicals were all anti-semities.
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Well, that's not the case at all. There are millions of Babtists,
Soutﬁern Babtists, who love Jews; who see Jews as brothers and
Isisters under the skin, that both of us have éuffered terrible
persecution for freedom of conscience, for religious liberty.
Babtists suffered terribly in America. In Virginia they were
thrown into prison,- they were arrested, they were shot for de-
manding the right to carry out Babtist worship. The Anglican
church was the established church and they wouldn't allow them

to preach. The Babtists who've gone through that history know
that histofy. “They wefé the foremost champions of religious
liverty in America ahd.their greatest coﬁfributiop was pluralism.
Their intuative :eelihgé about ‘that were'Jeﬁs is powerful and
whenever we sit and meet with them that comes out immediately.
They see us as their greatest o A ﬁe'sée them as very
great allies in that field (9)' So all of that hlstory as well
as their apprec1at10n of the blble, and they feel great 1ndebt-
ness to.Jews for the b;ble. 1t's through us that their greatest
treasure has come, that théir very_strong . (?)
and we have been building relationships all over the United
States. We héve'the mdst extensive program with Southern Bab-

tlsts and Southern Presbyterlans of any Jewish group in America.

Q. Are these -the same pe0ple who make up the moral majority
and --7 %
A, Not really. The moral majority is the right wing

fundamentalist wing of the evangelical community (?). It's a
very diverse group. The core of the Evangelical Christians is
the Southern Babtists who number about thirtéen'milliqn people,

Andfthere are Southern Presbyterians who probably number about
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five, six million people. And there are Southern.Methodists

who are part df the Methodist Church, the Methodist Church itself
has about ten or eleven million people. A good core a good part
of that are Evangelical Christians. .Then-thefe are a great many
independent Babtist churches, there are some thirty independent
Babtist (?). All together they number forty. fifty
million people. Now the Fundamentallsts are the ultra-Conservatlve
wing of the Evangelical communlty who have very little to do with
other Evangelicals. They belng the fact that they re heretlcal
as it is now. So our work w:th the moral ma;orlty group has
been.lon the one hand to expose the 1deology of the moral
maJorlty, whlch we' thlnk is threatening- to Amerlcanddemocracy

and pluralism and that's why I moved ahead with that meetlng
w1th Jerry\Fallwell-(.), Now at first a standard conversatlon
w1th him about what you're doing, you better understand what
you're doing, at least in my perspective, and I must say that

| his response was phenomenal. He was sitiing in the chair that
you're sitting in, in fact. But he really got in touch with
 the rest of America. Hé;was contrasted, for example, with some-
bbdyflike_Dr. Jimmy Allen, who's the former president of the
Soutﬁerh Babtists, who's a moderate, very committed to social
ﬁstice. very committed to human rights, has been a very great
friend of_Iéfael and on Soviet Jewry, and the Israel govemment
-were.holding hearihgs on the law dealing with religious liberty
and missionaries they invited him to testify as a friend of the
court. And he came and gave very great testimony and the orthodox
Jew, David Glass, expreséed hiS-deeepest éppreciation for him.

So there are Babtists and there are Baﬁtists. There are white
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L.

Babtisfs and‘there are black Babtists.

Qe Have you had any coﬁtacf ﬁifh.these'Fuhdamentalists
groups at all before?

A, Yeah, but by and 1érge'negé$ive.,(intérruption) Yeah,

my first egperiendeslwere disagtrous with thgm.‘ Intl969 we
organized alqon{efeﬂqe.with the Evangeliqal'Theoiogicél-SOCiety
in Santa Barbara, Caliqunia. They were holding their ahnual.
meeting. And these were.ali of the major Evangelical Theologians.
(interruption) So we had this meeting with the Evangelical
Theologocal Society, it was our first major conference with
them. we brought together a group of Jewish scholars in Santa
Barbara, and it was a vefy nervous, anxious meeting because these
were ultra-conservative -theologians and they were struggling to
find ways of talking to Jews with respect to Jews and at the
same time to tell them that.we'fe not saved that to be saved --
(Interruption) So, well we had this meeting and it's polite and
pleasant and everybody's trying to be as nice as we could to
.each other and we were trying'to warm up and it was like a first
blind date. And-- But if begins ﬁarming up and we have Jewish.
scholars present papers, very impressive papers, the Evangelical
~ scholars present very impressive papers and then, by the end of
the second day, an Evangelical ﬁebrew Christian, I'll never
forget his name, Dr. Louis Feinberg, gets up on the floor and
he's a_very,Fundamentglist guy and he says "This meeting is a
fraud. " It is an act of hypocracy because i have heard noone
-here testify to the fact that noone is saved except that he
"accepts Jesus Christ as his Lord and Saviour. Only by the blood

of Jesus is our solemn sins forgiven." Well it was like the PLO
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~coming into a meeting a dropping a hand granade and the damn

thing just began to gxplode. And the Jews felt put upon, as if

we had been,invitéd to their seminary and they suddenly decided
that they were taking us hostage, spifituél'hoétage. That was a
very touchy moment and they were embarrassed. The Christigns
were.more embafrassed-tﬁan we. were, esﬁecially the more sensitive
among them. Well, one of our SGholars, Samson Levey, was standing
at the microphone and he was infuriated'by this and he got up and
-he delivered a speech, just in reaction to this in anger, in which
he began going after what he took | (?) to give
the irrationalities of Christian theology. Jesus crucifiction

. was nothing other than human sacrifice, the regression to barber (?).
1 mean he began giving it on the level where all of hié guts'were
spilled out. It was a nightmare. So I finally got up when I
saw_it was getting out of hand and I tried calmeriWords and I-
remember saying something pacifying, some_placébd, and I just
tried to ﬁove the meeting to the point where we finally declared
the meeting adjourned. I said there were some very good things
here, some important things hefé, and we shouldn®t let that be
~washed out. But this is an indication of what happens when you
get a fanatic with eitréme pgsition which are beyond discussion
and when you insist: hav1ng only your own way. And when you insist
hav1ng only your own way then you get somebody who insists on
having only thelr own way on the other 31de and you have disaster.
So that was the meeting with Fundamentallsts, a major group. I
thought we began making some progress w1th them, they began seeing
Jews asfpeOPIe for the first time, but this one guy threw his

time bomb and that did ‘it. Anyway, there have been several things
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like that. I mean I've had experieﬁééé in‘sﬁeaking in a synagogue
in Florida and é gﬁﬁ got up and said alﬁost the same thing. It's
like a kid that throws a tantrum at the end of the meeting because
the meeting-- because there were no conversions at.that meeting,
no decisions fbr Christ, it was useleés. Well, that's around, it's
all around it's_a;i Qfer the country and you have to now antici-.
pate it. But this is a differeﬁt'thing.'though; the whole moral
majority aliiance with ultra-consefvative poéliticians is a
different rgalit} because now you've gof a mixture of religion
and pbiitiCal organization and én idealogy of the Christians

| (?) there's a whole different"
kind of chemistry and the responsibility is to, one of my
friends (?)unpack it, you've got to unpack
the'elements to understand what's here. Unpack the politics
from religion and then deal with it each in their own way.
Q. Is this a concern, the concern with the moral majority
and how to combat what's happening, just something thaf you are
doing in the Committee or is it something that the whole Com-
mittee is involved in and how do you work with other departments
to attack an issue_- such as this which mig}it cross the boundaries
of a department? |
A. - __It's an agency-wide concerh.and.we've had a number.of
major staff discussions. We had one at the Staff Cabinet meeting
at which we discussed it in terms of a whole range of components.
This deals with one side of it.- The (?) Evangelicals
deals primarily with the role the Evangelical churches, far less
with the pclitiﬁi-COmponent on it although it keeps spilling

over. -Then there is the right-wing lunatic fringe as the term
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has been used that of the KKK and the American Nazi Party which
is part of the atmosPherics; though, this gltra-conéervative
atmosphere that exploit in the anxiety that those things emerge.
So Milton Héllerin and his staff have_doné a marvelous, a really
excellent job; first of all in getting data and then by a written
superb memorandum that was used by the NEC. No, it's an inter-
departmental concern. It's just that the thing that has happened
is because the electréonic features I deal with are so media
conscious that they're called media freaks that in confronting
them and responding to them so you tend to hook into their

media attention. It's bécause we take theﬁ on-- Now, I don't know.
what would happen if we took on the KKK, if we did something in
relations-- Well, actually I did yesterday with Suffolk County .
the Daily News pickéd_up.a quotation about that, too. But our
other work which is serious and extensive has not gotten as much
attention. But I do think that's because of the fact that the
electronic creatures k?) have got muchlmdrq attention then
politicians. But it's a major agency concern. That's why the
NEBE6 meeting now, when we put that discuésidn fogether we had
Allen Crawford who did a political analysis of the conservative
right wing and Dr. Jimmy Allen did a religicus side of it. "All of
that was part of'ouf whole agency approach. |

Q. Do you have personal-- You seem to get alot of media
attention and you do alot of trévelling and publid-speaking, do
you ever feel sometimes that the policy of tﬁe Committee, which
is to do things behind the scenes, is-- hampers you in the way

you do things?



Marc Tanenbaum ; ' Tape 2 - 62

Al NO'--- -

Q. ‘Or are you really free to do--7
A,  No, actually whatever I do-- I haven't taken a single

position on any of the major issues without consulting standing
AJC poiicy or getting clearance with Bert Gold or Selma Hirsch.

I sometimes have some differeing interpretations of our positions
and I'm very carefﬁl about not pushing those too far but some-
times it becomes essential when.I'ﬁ put on the line that I

-have to declare my personal views which may be--

'Q. Can you--?

A, Give a case in point?

Q. Give a case of where you differ.

A, - I tend to feel that we have got to be more forthcoming

and communicate to the Cathollc communlty as we%l as the ortho-
dox Jewish communlty. thai We care about the educatlon CrlSIS
that they face 1n the prlvate school system, 1n the parochlal
school system._ I thlnk 1t's not enough 31mply to say that _
they're v1olat1ng church and state in parochial schools. -I
uphold the separat10n~of church and state and I don't think
there ought to be any govéfnment funds for the support of reli-
gious instruction in schools. But I-do think there are aspects
of the parochial school problem, feéily crisis. They need some
help. For exampie. I sat down with Murray Friedman from our
Philadelphia office, to talk through whether it's possible.to
support auxilliary aid for remedial, therapeutic services for
children in school without violating church and state. And we
consulted with some of our lawyers who said yes, they felt it

was not a violation. It could become a borderline case and I
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encourage that we try to find every constructive way to relieve
some of the pressure. You know middle class, blue collar people
who're sending kids, ethnics, Jewish parents, orthodox, who're
sending their kids to paroqhial school, to yeshivas, people
earﬁing twelve, thirteen thousand dollars a year, fifteen thousand
dollars a year, aré sending three, four kids through school and
have to pay tuition four, flve hundred elght hundred dollars a
year. And they' re sufferlng. I mean. they are hurting very
bédly. And 1 say thafiif you care about ipter-group relations
you have to pay attention to that. So I have tended to take a
.very positive attitude,to-let Catholics‘kpow that ﬁe_care about
their'childfen,=afouf’pafents who are hurting, that we're not
simply saying gxgi to e#erything they're asking for but that we're
going to try to find constructive alternatives, within the

- constitutional principle, and we're going to work at it actively.
There's a great sense of appreciation for that in the Catholic
community. They're not asking us to violate the law, they just
want to know that you'care.f Just as I think Jews know that it's
important for us that there are many Catholics and Protestants
ﬁho care éboht us'about things that hurt us. Who are going to. be
there when we're hurtlng on anti- semltlsm, who are going to be
'there on Israel, who are going to be there on Jerusalem, who

are going to be there on Soviet‘qewry. - And if's a two-way
street. You can't have it when you-- You know I say this at

- some meetings with Jews who-feel that you .can say anything you
want, you can be_as negative and critical and hostile, and Chris-
-tiéns are still goiﬁg to come and give a crack at your door ﬁhen'

you want them., I mean that's, first of all, it's incredibly
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arrogant and it's a fantasy life, there’s no sense of realism.

In human relationshipstthere's got to be a certain amount 6f'
sharing. People have to know that, yeah, okay, you were there

to help me anq-the human quality is to say that you were there
‘when i needed you I want to be there when you need me, Without
treating prihciples, as it stands, it's an attitude. . And one
fhing that I tried to do in this agency has been within the
cdnfines of our position to communicate this kind of caring

to Catholics and others. I've'ﬁfitfeﬁ some pieces*about it, I've
published some things in a book about it and I think that's been
a very important.contribution to:the friendship wé'vg'had'ih the
Catholic community. Tﬁéy'know that of all the Jewish agencies-
at least the American Jewish Committee is not dismissing ué; is
not calous and indifferent, they're really trying in good faith
to find a way to help.

Q. ‘Do you think they see that?'Iﬁ the -Catholic community?

A. Oh, . yeah. They write articles about it and they say that.
They make distinetions-between.gfoups who are out simply to try
to destroy them, és they see it, undermine their school system.
So that's been a factor and --

Q. Have you ever had to fight within the Committee for an
issue of somethiﬁg that you've believed in where you had to fight
-within the--for a position, for the Committee to take a position
or not to take a position?

A, Well, this haé been one of them, the aid to parochial
schools, and I'fe participated in a debate pushing our support
for auxilliary services for schools as means for providing. for

remedial reading, for therapy, for mediml services, that the
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whole thing now about bringiﬁg buses and those kinds of services
to the street in front of a school so that the kids come out

of the parochial schools and use the buses so that there's no
violation of the use of the property. Well, I've fought pretty
hard for that in a couple of lay committees for that to happen.
I've fought for us to have this German program. We have a pro-
gram now on the revision of German textbooks and bringing,
working with the University of ~ (?) which is now
examining textbooks in the whole religious and secular system
of Germany and producing new books and in cooperation with us

to teach about Jews, Judaism, theNazi Holocaust and Israel.
There was a certain kind of ambivalence about that, not wanting
to touch Germany, worrying about whether Jews will understand
what we're trying to do. And, in fact, a year ago, more than

a year ago, I proposed in a session in one of our annual meetings
on the German thing and there was a reluctance to want to touch
it, like an unguided missile that can explode in your face if
you can't handle it right. But we just had it this past week

it was a sensational session. We brought over a German scholar
who I proposed bringing over and he made a marvelous presenta-
tion. There was alot of anxiety, you could feel the anxiety in
the room., Could you believe him? It's not true. They're not
changing,'they don't care, they're all Nazis, they're all anti-
semites. So that was%- I know there were other issues along .
the way. In the Vatican Council, too, I (?) an
enormous amount of verse (?), certain ways of doing things, both
in Rome and here, how we held with statements (?) because of

alot of feeling about that, some conflict that we had to deal
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with that. But, generally, there was a very creative atmos-
phere, it was a kind of creative competition which I welcomed.
There was a difference in point of views but they were honest
differences in most cases.

Q. Your whole staff, do they generally feel that they can
disagree and fight within the confines of the Committee and not
Bel that they're going to lose their job in any way?

Q. Oh, sure. I, in fact, sometimes I think they err in
feeing too much with us. No, there®s just too much agreement

and sometimes consensus. An agency that's alive and vital and

is dealing witﬁ very hard issues can stand a good measure of
creative debate, intellectually searching[.pushing as far as

we can go and we have them. We have honest discussions. It's
just that on any number ofli$sues there's so much consensus about
real things we don't debate about how you fight the Klan or the
Nazis, only it's just a question of method. You know that they're
an enemy and you've got to zap them wherever you can. With the
Evangelicals there was some reservations. But, you know, I've
been here now for twenty years and there's a certain sense that
people have that I know pretty much what I'm doing, I don't

start getting involved in something unless I've really done my
homework. And when I make a recommendation that we really ought
to move forward on something I've got a track record. And we've
had alot of success stories and that's put me in good stead.

It's just that I don't squander that because I don't say that
because of that they believe_in something silly or foolish or a
flash in the pan. Also Itve gotten alittle bit more silver (laugh).

Qe If you were given all the money you wanted for programs
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what would you like to be doing?

A You mean at AJC? First I would say I would take off six
months and finish a book‘and retire (2 ;

Q. What is the book?

A. I'm doing a book on this whole patriotism and piety thing
and I've written five or six chapters.

Q. Is that the title?

Ao No, no, it's kind of working thing that was at one time
of an Evangelical renaﬁssance and-- I may, I don*t know, depend-
ing on how things turn out.. That's hard to séy. I--I--It would
really take é very long discussion. One of the first things I
would want to do, wé have a task force for the 1980's, I'm not
involved in that, so I don't know what they're doing but I know
for myself I would (?) of the best minds I could
find in America, on the one hand, and create somewhere a kind

of a summit meeting of the best Jewish minds I could find, in
America, In Europe, in Israel, Latin America, to go somewhere

fr a week or so and to lodk at the Jewish condition in the con--
text of the world condition and do the mdst.thorough examination
of what's been happening in the Jewish situation and in the
profound transformation since 1973 with the emergence of OfEC
and superpower and the availability of billions of petro-dollars
and the propaganda campaigns in the universities, etcetera. They
have a major strategy to delegitimize the Jews, to delegitimize
Israel. The thing we're talking about is the thing started at
the U.N., and anti-semitism hefe aﬁd the invesfing:in this
country where they can. It's én effort to : (?) Jews

out of the mainstreet and remove the sense that we're a valid,
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legitimate coﬁmunity that's playing on the conscience of people
in support of the : (?). I don't know of anyplace
wﬁere we sit systematically to look at that in a global way
and then devise strategy and--

(End of Tape 2 - Side 1)
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A, I've got involved with Norman Lear, the. producer of
All in the Family in this business of creating a counter media
blitz against some of the moral majority kinds of things

\ (?)
Q. Where is the money coming from for this new=-?
A. Well, he put it up himself, $350,000 to buy time to do
the commercial to get it started and raise another $600,006 from
contributions and I've been helping him raise some additional
finds from people who care about this sort of thing, both Chris-
tians and Jews. It's really just gotten started and it may
develop into something significant. But what struck me was
here's one man who's a master in media, reélly a genius, out of
~ his own personal concern came to me and said "I want to do this”
and I said "Fine, do whatever I can to help you with (?)
issues, etc." And his first commercials are now all over the

country. There've been fourteen major market cities and we're

beginning to get (7}

Q. I've seen one, yeah.

A. They're-gobd.

Qe Very good.

A. And you can get all the organizations together, all the

Catholics, all the Protestants, all the Jéws, with all the radio-
television, couldn't put together a single commercial. But you
get one guy who's that kind of professional, who makes up his

mind that he's going to use his talent and knows how to do it,

for him it's like, you know, cooking eggs for breakfast, he does
that all the time. We dan't have that in Jewish life (?)
adequately, sufficiently, in terms of the basic (?) in

Jewish 1life. I think somewhere along the way a Normal Lear kind
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of approach to Jewish concerns here and abroad, somebody who's
- really masterful. All we get are these kind of superficial
things that go on, you_kﬁow you get the Jewish Guide in_60
Minutes or.they;ll pick up the Moral Majofity, They describe
the problems from an American point of view and the Jewish
quality doesn't come through. Bill Moyers would do something.
Somebody on A.B.C.'s 20/20. We haven't really created an ongoing'
mechanism with people who have tﬁat kindlof standing in the
profession to work at that in an organized way and it becomes
all the more serious prpblem for us because as the Evangelicals
dominate the airtime Jewish messages becoﬁe less and less.
Occasionally something will come out, there's a big series being
prepared now called The Education and Jewish Civilization, which
will be helpful. But, I mean, that's one aspect of it and the
other thing to Dbe that‘I think that I would, if I had more
staff, more resources, I would bring a kind of Jewish (?)
(?) who would systematically go through the
country where we had major problems and work, in an organized
way, to see to it that an area is covered thoroughly, that key
opinion makers are reached systematically. Now, we do alot of
that but we have (?i resources. We haven't
(?) in Philadelphia. Jim Williams (?) was first
asked to do it and he asked if I would do it.
(?) I said, "Bill, I'm
more tired than you are, and you knww the program. you go and
do it." So he went thére last night. But, you know, I run my

- staff ragged and we have'iegglar people in the area, officers,
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there just needs a better management thing of resources and
personnel and better mobilization of resources that is keyed in
with our priority needs around the country. Sometimes we get
involved in o (?) themselves, but you, know, (?)
some domestic problems in neighborhoods and something like that.
It's important'in itself but remote from my central concern. I
think we need a better method of defining our priority, keeping
in mind it'11 be adjusted to neéds but (?) in our
resources to make the most effective uée of that at fhe time

when it's most needed. And I have t6 say I think one of the
reasons why this department has been effective and gets the
attention it does is we spend alot of time studying and antici-
pating major (?) developments. And we studied the
Evangelical thingk, as I mentioned, before anybody elde wanted

to and we ran the first conferences on it, we published the

first books on it, we had the first background statements out on
it and, as a result of that, because it was media meat it got
very prominent attention. The effect of that was to give us a
certain authority. We have a certain authority in the Evangelical
world.. the Babtist world, Since the Bailey Smith (?) thing I‘'ve
got a dozen invitations to speak at Babtist seminaries and colleges
as a sign of friendship for Jews. I can't possibly handle it.
Jim will do some, Judy'll do some and me some. JThope we get
around as much as we can with other Jewish scholars. One of the
things I have to face all the time, and I'm just getting used to
it, is because this department gets alot of media attention and
we get alot of media attention because of a certain perception

that I have, and I think my staff shares, After you read studies
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such as those of Daniel Borstein, he has a book called America
and its Discontents. Borsteins thesis is that television and
advertising on television are the-most powerful forces for
establishing cultural values,=thoes,.images, incentives, models
for imitative behavior than anything else in America. There
impact on the cultural climate, on the attitude and feelings

of America, is more decisive than all the churches and synagogues,
more decisive than colleges and education, In terms of their
effect on the purchasing power, the patterns that people buy,

I mean, they move America from buying certain kinds of cars to
other kinds of cars. They get children to buy certain kinds of
cereal and not other kinds of cereal. You know you can't be
happy unless you use a certain kind of deodorant. So that the
values of that are powerful. Billy Graham and the Evangelical
wrld understood that and it wasn't Billy Graham who grabbed that.
It was a group of Evangelical billionaires who felt that if
ﬁhey're going to have impact on America, it's moral value system,
they really want to see put the laissez-faire capitalist system.
They needed somebody who was going to articulate their values,
the greatness of America as well as the greatness of religious
values, including the.Puritan value of hard work and (?)
They made Billy Graham. Hearst sent a memorandum down after he
once heard Billy Graham at a cruséde, "Who's this guy? We're
going to make him a national figure." The Catholics did it with
Archbishop Fulton Sheen. "He became "Mr. Catholic", a human,
sunny, loﬁing character.'_ﬂnd he humaniﬁed.the Catholic church
and went around the image of the Catholic church that it was

threat (?) t0 American liberty. I mean that's what Kennedy
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had to defend. The closest thing Jews came to that was a combina-
tion of a couple of people. At one time Joshua Rothstein did a
book Peace of Mind and he didn't really become national, he be-
came regional, but he was a very attractive, very intelligent

guy and he was talking-about.deep, human needs and self-fulfill-
ment while caring, he got some attention. Rabbi Heschel began
getting better attention. He had a limitation because he spoke
with an accent and he was European, but his message was so per-
ceptive, profound, value oriented, that Heschel began to emerge
as a closest equivalent of a Billy Graham or Sheen in his own

way. And I did everything I could to help him. I introduced

his first book to the United States, I-was an editor in a pub-
lishing house, and I did that because I felt that we needed
sdmebody. I wish he had spoken the King's English but in the
absence of that what he had to say was so profound and so moving
that I felt we had to do as much as we could to move that forward.
Well with much lesser sense I have the same sense about use of
the media for our purposes. We would have to make a million
speeches a year to fry to reach the kind of people we reach when
we do one program on the Today show or now the CBS Sunday morning
thing. Now, (?) all of the country. I'd have

to travel around the country, my whole staff would have the travel
around the country sixty times to reach that many people. So
there has got to be a rational sense that this is no simply a
megalomania or ego gratification, although I think they get ego
gratification out of that. You get your kicks out of being
effective and getting attention. My real sense is that it is

the most effective means for achieving certain ends we have in



Marc Tanenbaum - Tape 2 - 74

mind. One of the major ends I had was to © (?) of
Jews as a major resource, a major treasure, a spiritual, human
treasure for America and the Western ci%ilization. That we're
not what our enemies paint us to be; we are not what the PLO

says we are, we're not Zionist, settler, state people who are
Fascist racist imperialists. And the only way you counter that
is by much more effective use of the media. And that's why I

pay a great deal of attention to that. When I worked on the
Holocaust program it was always % (?). Nothing has
reached Americans and people throughout the world, that something
~about the Holocaust's horror, és that program. I did the same
with Jesus of Nazereth for NBC. The whole statement about the
Jewish background of Jesus. It wasian Italian, Franco Zefferelli,
a great producer, came to me and said "I}m going to break these
old laws (?) about Jesus, about Jews, about compassion."” And

I spent months working on it. -I flew to London to help him cut
-the film. I'm working on something now with NBC I've got to get
the guy's who finishing the film The Diary of Anne Frank. Those
kinds of messages feed deep sentiments of a positive kind about
Jews, Judaism, about Israel, about our history and the importance
of taking the Jews seriously. And the forces organized against
us to undermine that are massive. This whole movement that's
saying the holocause is.a hoax. I mean, if that isn't countered
that's going %o‘bécome-the'world ' 5o (?) _ .
It's an obligation to see what reality you're dealing with and to
know there are certain things'yoy oight to pay attention to.

Q. Has any consideration every been given to the Committee

having a television program?
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A. Oh, no,

Q. Or Jewish organization? I guess there's the Eternal
Light.

A. The Eternal Light is on, yeah, and the (?) Board

of Rabbis have alot of programs. There are lots of programs
around but not-- TheEternal Light at one time was a very high
classed program, sometimes-a great program. When I was a student
at the seminary I worked with (?) as an assistant
when he was doing the radio program. I thought he was a great
witer and produced some very great programs, deeply moving pro-
grams. There's not a single great Jewish program around today.
Eternal Light is good but in a certain sense it's peaked and
people have heard it beforéfﬂit's a repeati'thére{s.somehhing
tired about it. It comes every once in awhile with something
fresh, But if you look at the media there is not a single, identi-
fiable, major Jeﬁish media event on ény sustained basis, at
least here in America.' You get'piéCes of things, you know, you
get a piece of 20/20 but it just becomes a small thing but

(?) going's to come through. I think there's
a very large need. It's more difficult now because of the Evan-
gelical thing. The competition from the Evangelical worled, the
amount of time that they have, the time they bought from the
network affiliates, has become a major threat.
Q. What role do the lay people play--?

(Interruption of discussion)

Q. I wanted to ask the role of lay people in the decision-
making process in your department and how are they used and what

role, in general, do they play, and what kind of relationships
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have you developed with }aypeople over the years?

A. Well, it's probably more ambiguous in this department
possibly than in others, although we've been working at it very
seriously especially with our national chairman, (?).
Our former éhairman, (?), was really issue and
task oriented. I mean, he had a feeling about anti-semitism,
which he, himself, experienced in the executive suite, and he
was determined when he éame in, wanting to use the department
with how to deal with problems. And lay people he saw, if they
could help support it, fine. But he wrote articles, himself,
about it which no other lay person did. ILeonard was that kind
of task-orientedﬂ Miles and Bob Jacobs were especially gifted
in trying to work out lay-proféssional relations and spent much
more time with that. I see the ambiguity out of the fact (?)
that in certain areas of this work it takes a certain kind of
lay-professional confidence. Imean, there's the business of
knowing Christian theology and knowing Catholic theology, and
knowing Evangelical theology. You can't get that in instant
lessons (?) and you can't fake it. You can learn more about it,
and I hope our people do learn more. I think along the way more
and more is learned about it. Frankly,'I-think our lay people
just by sitting on some of the sessions know more about it

than most lay people in-any other Jewish ofganization. First
they know there is an Evangelical and they know there are Funda-
mentalists and they know:it'é possible to have friendship with

a Billy Graham and a Jimmy Allen, which other people don't know.

Also the business of testbook studies, it's a very technical
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thing and we even in my own department the only person really
competent to do that is (?) and (?)
and (?) are not involved in that. It's a whole
different experience. She does the programming of passion play
studies. It's a highly specialized thing. One of our iay
people, Kurt Kellman (?), for example, because he comes from
Germany and has had a great interest, he has just done a study

of the passion play for us. That's also a sémi-professional
role. He's a lay person acting as a professional, doing a
professional job. There is the area of policy making and we

have been trying to do more and more of that. For example, on
the 75th anniversary we had not made a step in terms of planning
for that without having a sub-committee on the 75th anniversary‘
out of whom all the ideas have come to plan for that. And

that's been a very healthything. Tim Likofsky (?) is the
chairman of that and there are other people on that committee,
That's a good model of how to work. And ideally we need to be
doing more of that in other areas of our work, in relation to

the Evangelicals and others. One of the problems was a staff
problem. This department is over—produbed and under-staffed.

It is, given the fact t@at we are all together four professionals,
I was hoping you knew this. We covering a coun%%}j%hatfhasMBQS:_:{
'ﬁi}i}ﬁhiﬁééﬁié},touching (?) the Vatican, touching the Royal
Council of churches, ‘programs in Asia, contacts in Africa, in
Latin Ameriéa. I every sense it's absurdity. What you try to

do is pick and choose and pick aspects of this which you know

are central themes which means, though, that you do not have

enough manpower to be able to do justice to lay-professional
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relationships and we have to provide for that. One of the
biggest problems in this agency is that we need executive and
administrative help, we don't have that. I need an executive
assistant who does nothing but run an office. I dan't have
that. I have a secretary who does as well as she can but it's
been Jjust very difficult to get that in terms of the budget.
But that's how a well run operation would run. You would make
sure you provide enough help for program, enough help for
executive back-up to see to it that the program could work most
effectively and.enough of that administrative executive help
would be also by running lay-professional relétions. Somewhere
along the way, before I retire, we'll get to that, hbpefu}ly
sooner rather than later.
Q. Shall we stoP now? It's a good time to stop.
(Interruption  of Interview Tape 2 - Side 2)
Q. This is Mimi Alperin resuming the interview with Marc
Tanenbaum and tpday ié Noveﬁber 13th. I want to know how you
feel about Jerry _d(2) reﬁeiving an award at the
Jabotinsky dinner from the Israeli government for his support
of Israel?
A. I think it's important, at the outset, to see it in
some context. First of all, the Jabotinsky dinner was a political,
ideological event, it is not an event of the Israeli government.
It was organized by the Herut revisionist party and primarily
was a fund-raising function to raise funds which are undoubtedly
are going to be used for the political campaign of the Likud
next November. So, in that sense, it was not a government function.

Then the context was that a humdred people who have ostensibly
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had records of service to Israel.and to the Zionist movement
were honored. Jerry Fallwell (?) must be seen as not only one of
the hundred but one of, perhaps, a half dozen Christians who
were also honored. Now, Billy Graham was honored and quite
legitimately so. Graham has been a very great fried of Israel
ffom the very beginning and has been an intimate friend of people
like Golda Meir and Rabin, and others. He's done a very great
service to Israel especially at periods of great crisis such as
the 1967 war and 1973 war. He deserved to be honored. He did
this great film on Israel which we collaborated with him on,
called His Land. Also honored were two protestants, Dr. Franklin
Littell ¢¥?), who deserved it, and the Eckhardts (?), Dr. Willy
Eckhardt (?) who have been -- (Tape interrupts). So what I'm
trying to say is that it was appropriate to honor a group of
Christians. The problem became the notoriety of Fallwell. Had
Billy Graham been there Graham would probably have gotten as
much attention as Fallwell had. He certainly would have repre-
sented a balance against which Fallwell's presence would have
been relativized, would have been seen in some proportion.
Because the election just took place and because of all the
prominence given to the moral majority Fallwell stuck out like a
very lafge thumb and one.saw the distortion the media gave to
that by the fact that the New York Post wrote a piece as if the
whole Jabotinsky dinner was organized for the sake of honoring
Fallwell. The whole headline was that. And on the television
camera had much less about the Jabotinsky dinner than they had

with personal interviews with Fallwell. So in that sense it

became one of those distortions that the media frequently
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perpetrates and 1 wouldn't get terribly-excited over it., Fallwell
deserves to be acknowledged. He has been a great friend of
Israel fﬁr some twenty-five years. He never misses an occasion
to speak words of-supﬁort for Israel. He also has given alot

of money to Israel. Hefs planted some gardens, and trees in
Israel. Given the fact that the Jews are so isolated and Israel
is alienated in the United Nations that the Pope has been saying
peculiar and troublesome things about Jerusalem and the Palestin-
ians. The Royal Council of Churches has been doing the same
thing. We can't exact to be a purist about who your friends

are and now that we're moving into a new administration in the
United States with a Reagen presidency and these conservative
Republicans are going'to ﬁlay a very important role in the next
administration, we!veléot to find a way selgctively_how to work
with people who are supportive of Jewish interests and be
critical of them when they are anti-democratic'or anti-pluralist,

which is the line that we've been taking._

q. But you feel free to be able to do that?
A. Well, I don't think that we have any alternative. I
think .07

‘people who treat fhem as 1f they're monsters or stereo-
types will in fact make monsters out of them, will in fact
alienate them. The truth of the matter is since I saw Fallwell
I had lunch with the president of the Moral Majority in New York
and Dr. Carl MacIntyre (?) who came here to see me just yesterday
says his problem with Fallwell is Fallwell is not Fundamentalist
enough for him. Anyway, it's not-- One of my press used to say

"Life is mightier than logic," and by abstract logical category
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you become very circumspeﬁt and even precious about who you work
with. We're not in that business. We're not in the business of
trying to produce pure events and you have to realize that people
who would prefer, for example, to rélafe only with liberal
Christians, how do they explain going to bed with the National
Council of Churches which has been struggling to come out with a
more balanced position and ends up endorsing the PLO as the sole
legitimate representative of the PLO. So there are no ideal
situations and you have to-- The whole theory of how people
relate to each other in a democratic society, and the theory is
that of selective participation. Nobody gets involvéd totally

in any one organization to the exclustion of others. I mean,

you work selectively, and that's how I work in Religious Affairs.
There are certain things selectively we can do with the Roman
Catholic Church. We cannot go the way they want to go, as they
would like us to go, on abortion and aid to parochial schools,
yet there's a whole area where we can work with them. And the
same if true with the Protestants and Evangelicals as well as
with other Jews.

Q. Okay, I want to skip to your experiences in Southeast
Asia. How did you--? I can understand your personal involvement,
but how was it decided by the Committee or those, let's say, Bert
Gold, that you become involved? Or did you go to him? How did
that happen that you became so involved in the relief efforts
-and really raising American consciousness to what was héppening
in Southeast Asia.

A Fivat of all, we had a mmber of precedents for that

kind of involvement in humanitarian, refugee projects before then.
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In 1968 I was approached by some §90ple from Biafra, there was

a big Biafran struggle to develop aﬁ autonomous republic indepen-
dent of the Nigerian government, and a number of Biafrans, Negro
Christians, came to my office, sent to me by Christians with whom
I had worked in other areas, Catholic Relief Service, Church
World Service, asking if we would help. And in those days the
Christian Ibos, who were called the Jews of Nigeria, were being
massacred by the thousands. They came here with photographs of
their children who were dying like flies. They started off by
saying what's happening to ﬁs is like what happened to the Jews
in Germany in 1930, we're being destroyéq by the tens of thou-
sands and nobody's paying atfention. So we organized an American
Jewish Emergency Relief effort for the victims of the Nigerian-
Biafran conflict. I brought these p90plélin to meet Bert Gold,
Bert met with the officers, he made a decision then, and we called
together twenty-one Jewish organizations here at AJC and we
organized that intra-Jewish Emergency Relief Effort for Biafra
Nigeria. It was a very important contribution, they'd never done
anything like that before in the same way. We raised alot of
money, we helped provide doctors and nurses, literally helped
save thousands of lives. Now, against the background of that
precedent, and the feeling that we had that this was an appro-
priate thing, a necessary thing for Jews to do, in order to over-
cme the kind of calluusness to human suffering that was taking
place in the world, that when the Southeast Asian épisode emerged
with the destruction of so many thousands of Vietnamese boat
people, it was almost a replay of what happened in Nigeria-Biafra.-

At that time, 1978, the president of the International Rescue
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Committee, Leo Churn (?), called me up. He knew that I waé
concerned about these matters as a Jew and as a representative
of- AJC and as a human being. He was then putting together a
delegation of fourteen prominent Américans who'd be willing to
go on a semi-governmental, fact-finding mission to look into

the plight of the Vietnamese boat people and he asked me if I
would join them. So I said I was interested in doing it if I
could and I discussed it with Bert Gold and Bert authorized my
going. So I went on this mission and I was transformed by it,

I mean it really changed my life. We went through every refugee
camp in Southeast Asia, Hong Kong, Indonesia, the Phillipines,
Thailand, Singapore, and to see people literally dying before
your eyes, mothers holding children, collapsing from hunger and
~malnutrition. I couldn't sleep for nights after that and I was
determined to do whatever I coﬁld when I came back. I mean, for
me it was like looking at seme of the Jews who were left after
the Nazi concentraion camps. I mean children with bodies that
were bones, just sacks of bones, bloated bellies from starvation,
hair that was turned orange from protein malnutrition. And I knew
that, I didn't think about it logically, Jjust my human response
to that was one of we've got to do something about this. What
kind of world is it that allows Biafra to take place and lets.
hundreds of thousands of people die, in Uganda 400 thousand,

500 thousand massacred, and now“this. And you cannot say you
don't know about it. It's on television, on radio. The problem
is that it's very abstract and remote, you watch it for 3 minutes

on Cronkite on television and then it's over with. So I came



Marc Tanenbaum Tape 2 - 84

and I discussed it with Bert. Bert called together a meeting of
some twelve important Jewish leaders, people of substance, and
we made a decision to set'ﬁp our own fund to try to raise some
funds for them and we did. There were some very important Jews
who came to that who themselves had earlier come to Bert saying
what are we doing about it, people like Albert Parker, who's in
the movie industry, another fellow from Washington who owned the
Baltimore Colts, people of real éubsfance, and then then some of
our own leaders, Richie Moz (?) was there, Morris Abrams was
there and others. So we made a decision that AJC would get
involved and I saw that, aé il éame back, that Catholics and
Protestants were raising money but my 6wﬁ feeling was that a
great many people did not understand the magnitude of this

human crisis, did not realize how serious this was, and that
there héd to be some organization taking place, some interpreta-
tion of this. I also felt that it was an occésion to try td
help Christians understand what Jews went ‘thr_ough. the terror

of being abandoned by the world, of being literally confronted
by a worid that was escaping the reality of the massacres that
were going on. So I began travelling around the country organizing
‘ecumenical and inter-religious groups and literally every region
of the United States we probably have organized forty, fifty
groups with the purpose of having them number éne receive refu-
gees and number two help raise funds and I guess the third thing
was to help them become rehabilitated when they came back. And
to the credit of the Jewish community after, I think, AJC drama-
tized the seriousness of the plight almost every major Jewish

group began to get inovlved after that. The Reform Seminary,
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Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk (?) of HUC, sent a letter, he, himself,
is a survivor of Nazi Germany, sent a letter to every reform
rabbi in America asking every reform congregation to adopt at
least one Vietnamese family or one person and literally hundreds
_ of congregations, not only reform but conservative as well, Jewish
community councils, Jewish federations, began doing that. The
Jewish community has resettled soﬁething like eight to ten
thousand refugees. And fhat was taking place at a time when

we were also burdened with receiving Soviet Jews, Iranian Jews,
but nevertheless the Jewishiheart was big enough to be able to
receive these people. Jews wanted to make a statement to them-
selves and I think to the Christian world that we did learn some-
thing from the Nazi experience, that you don't stand by while
human beings are dying before your eyes. And it really, to me,
has been one of the magnificent chapters of the American Jewish
community and if's created a kind of consciousness that while
Jews are overwhelmed by their own problems there is such a deep
sense of humaneness and caring,.compassion, that when tragedies
like this strike Jews will be present. I just got a letter yes-
terday from the president of the Church World Service, a very
warm letter, exPressing-deep appreciation for the contribution
"AJC made, we Jjust gave them $10,000 not too long ago, and he

said this is a model of what haﬁpens when éhristians and Jews in
America collaborate in greét human issues. So we had all kinds
of values not the least of which is that we helped save literally
tens of thousands of lives. I think one of the most important
things, I've gone back three times to Southeast Asia with the

International Rescue Committee, one of the most important things
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that happened that was that our delegation came back, we met
with President Carter and Mrs. Carter, Brzinsky, with Vance,
Cyrus Vance, with a large luncheon with senators and congressmen
in the Capitol, and the most important thing that we did was that
we got President Carter to issue ah executive order to the
seventh fleet in the Phillipines that was there, steaming in the
harbor, pbiishing brass, that they must go into the South China
Sea and whenever they see a boat-in trouble they were commanded
to get the people out of the water before they drowned. Prior
to that sixty percent of the fietnamese boat people were Browning.
It's incredible.

Q. - And the Seventh Fleet would stand by and watch?

A. And the Seventh Fleet they sent in ships and helicopters
and they kept waiting all over the South China Sea and whenever
they saw a boat in trouble somebody would signal them that they
needed food or water they went in and took them out or gave them
provisions. And, literally, it has virtually brought to an end
the drowning of the Vietnamese boat people or the Cambodians.
Then after that the Cambodian crisis took place and that was the
last trip I took in February with Liv Ullman and Joan Baez,
Bayard Rustin, E1li Wiesel, and Leo Churns, and several others,
and a great many Europeans. We brought twenty truckloads of
food and medicine to the border of Cambodia. The Cambodians
wouldn't let us in, we turned around and took it back to the
camps in Thailand, (?) and (?),
which are two of the major camps, and we distributed that food
to the Thal Red Cross and it helped save thousandsof lives. And,

to me, it was one of the proudest chapters of my twenty years with

€
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AJC, And thank God that AJC's had the vision and Bert Gold has
given us unqualified supﬁort in these kinds of things, he and
the leadership of AJC. And I feel very grateful to AJC for
making that possible. And he gave us the chance to really
change the mentality of thousands of Jews in America.

Q. One of the criticisms against the Jewish community is
that we've become so parochial, that we've become so concerned
about our our own people and our own issues that we can't look
beyond. It seems to:me that this is--

A. Well, it was not a deiiberate factor but it was a
secondary factor in my own thinking that while Jews have been
very free in criticizing Catholics for being single politics
people, which is not true, but, generally, there's a kind of a
liberal, doctrinal, approach, dogmatic approach, where you see
all these worst features in everybody else. The Catholics are
concerned only about abortion and aid to parochial schools. It's
not true. They get involved in a great many human crises all
over the world and have very broad vision ébout many domestic
and international problems.; They say the same things about the
Evangelicals, now, that'all they care about these, and in part
that's been true, too, but there are many Evangelicals who've
organized their own World Relief Service and I kept running into
them. I have problems with how they operate and they make condi-
tion of giving aid, in mény cases, to their becoming converts to
their churches. And to mahy Jews it is true altruism, we don't
ask anything in return. Ang,"I think. the effect it has had on
Christian leadership and on people in Congress is that Jews as

human beings in the twentieth century care, indeed, about Israel
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. care about Soviet Jews and specific Jewish;problems. the Jews
also care about the condition of the hﬁmanlfamily and just don't
talk about it but do something about it. That we're present.
And you see thaf in the response of congfessmen and senators in
their recognition that with all the problems we have Jews have |
fouhd-enough conscience in their souls to be present when people
are hurting. And I think it's had some political effect. It's
had some political effect on Christians. Not incidentally, as
part of this picture, one of the most impressive things I saw
in the camps for Cambodians and Vietnamese (?) in
Thailand, in particular, were teams of Israeli doctors and
nurses. With all of the problems that Israel has, with all of
the efforts of isolate Israel, to paint Israel as some kind of
moral pariah, the Israelis were among the first to send over
teams of doctors and nurses. They sent over four teams, I saw
~the fourth team when I was there, and they did a fantastic job.
They put an end to epidemics of all kinds, malaria, choleria,
typhus, because they had very great experience working with
these kind of emergency hardship cases especially in Sinai

with Bedouins. So we spent some time together there, we met

the Israeli ambassador there, gave a reception in her honor. It
. was a very high experience, deep experience for me.

Q. Do you plan to write about it at all?'

A, Well, I've kept notes and files, I've written a few
articles and have done some television. The problem is that I've
got to find some timé to write generally. I'm working on a book

now on -the Evangelical phenomenon and I've written about five
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chapters on that but I can barely find some time to get back to
it.

Q. I want to ask you'something about your children. You
haven't said anything about your children, I haven't.given you
an opportunity but tell me, you have three children?

A. - Three children. As you may know I've gone through a
very great tragedy with a divorce which was a nightmare for me.
I've just about gotten out of it, this past year. This was a
completely unexpecte& thing. The children, thank God, are fine.
We have three children and they're superb, superb human beings,
and didn't deserve to have this tragedy inflicted upon them. My
wife wanted the divorce, I didn't want the divorce, and she's--
I'11 just say a word about it, I donft'want to make--you know,
it's a personal matter, but my wife was born in Germany and she
was taken away from her parents when she was eight years old.
And for about three years she wandered through the Netherlands,
England, the United States{-and she suffered a very deep break
in her personality and suffered a very great sense of abandonment.
Whén I met her one would never know that. She was finally
reunited with her parents when théy came to the United States
after 1938,"39. She's a beautiful woman, very bright, she's
phi beta kappa, she was studying to be a psychologist and very

vital, tremendous vitality. And I fell in love with her very

early.
Q. When did you meet?
Ao 19-- We were married in '55 and probably met in '53.

But it had not become evident until a little later on that

beneath that surface of vitality and normalcy that there was one
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of her-- She's been in psychlatrlc care for most of our marriage.
There was a volcano of rage and anger, COnstant explosions, and,
well, I learned to live with it, to accomodate with it. My
father used to bang into the heads of the thee of us, my brother
and sister, you make your bed and you sleep in if, and I'm quite
traditional in th&t sense. My values were that you don't break
up a family and if you make a mistake you've got to make the
most of it. You've got to affirm whatever is affirmable. And
then when the children were born that sort of shifted some of
the focus and they were a source of enormous pleasure and
gratification. I used to, wheﬁ mf first child was born, Adina,
she was a coblicky child, I used to stay up évery night with her
rocking her to bed and I've never forgotten those moments. It
was-- I was bleary-eyed when I came to work at AJC, it was 1960,
but fhose were very precious moments for me. I changed diapers
and took out the garbage. Because I enjoyed that, I mean, I
felt that--it was not a big business for me about women's 1lib
and consciousness. In any éase, just to round out the story,

it was a rather stormy, tempestuous marriage. There were;?gry
many positive things in it otherwise we wouldn't have stayed
together for twenty-two years, but there was so much anger and
rage that it became immobilizing for me. Thére was an enormous
amount of guilt that my wife used to inflict on me and it got to
be horrendous. It was a combination of those personal character-
istics ‘and then, 1atef'on, she grabbed hoid of the women's 1lib
movement, the most extreme version.of that, which made demons of
men, this idiological thing that ﬁen are the enemy and I began to

see that transformation taking piace in her. So, it exploded one
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day. She confronted me in January, 1977 and said she wanted a
divorce and separation. I was traumatized, I could not under-
stand it. We were going to a marital therapist and the therapist
had told her that she's got to get hold of herself and she

cannot allow herself to get caught up in this kind of business of
ideologically monsterizing men. In any case, our three children
.are marvelous young people that continue to be. Adina is now
twenty-one, and she's completing her last year at Barnard College.
She went this past yéar, she spent this past year, in Jerusalem
at the Hebrew University and before that she.was at Barnard
earlier and Yale. She studied, as her younger sister, Susie,

is now studying, at the United Nations International School and
they've gotten marvelous educations. Adina is something of a
linguist, she speaks fluent Russian,'Freﬁch. Hebrew and she

went to the Hebrew Uniﬁersity to study Arabic and she's very

good now in Arabic, ﬁhat she does with that I don't know, but

she also has become a very religious girl on her own and she's
become quite orthodox. She left Yale because while she did very
well at Yale, she felt that her environment was not Jewish

enough for her and so she came to Barnard in order to be together
with a bunch of traditional girls who are also very bright and
very learned. So I expect that some day she, on her own, is
going to surface in some kind of leadership role. She had
everything going for ﬁer. She is musical, she dances marvelously,
she's got a greaf zest for life and she's just very bright. A
marvelous student, she was the valedictorian. In fact one of my
great moments, despite the tragedy I was going through at the

time, she was named the valedictorian at the United Nations
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International School and she came to the--and the graduation was
held in the general assembly nall of the United Nations, and she
came up floating in this beautiful pink gown and standing in the
platform of the U.N. with all of the signs behind her, Saudi

Arabia, Kuwait, Irag, and she delivered this magnificent speech

she wrote about (?)
Q. Had you seen this speech before?
A. No, oh no, entirely her wwn creation. And she did a

talk about the philosophy of time, time they spent together, the
students, and it was a very philosophical, poetic address and

I was just stunned by it. And she got a standing ovation from
all the students, including the PLO kids and the Lebanese and
the Africans. It was a great moment for me. Our son--

(End of Tape 2 - Side 2)
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interviewed by Mimi Alperin November 13, 1980
4. Michael was probably the most brilliant of our three
children. I'm not saying that because he's a boy. He has an
incredible analytic power and he, in some ways, is a child of the
1960's. He has, literally, mastered American history and has

read all the revisionist vérsions of American history and he

got in trouble in high school because of it. The history teachers
used to talk about Washington and.Jefférsoﬁ and Madison and
Michael used to sit and mumble, "Yeah, Jefferson was a slave

owner and he had a black qoncubine.“ And he went through that
whole historic period and fhe teacher dian't like that, so he

got into trouble. Whenever Izused to go &bwn‘to testify before

a congressional committee or meet with some congressmenior
senators, I used to go in and sit down withIMichael and I'd

say I'm going to a foreign affairs committee or foreign rela-
tions committee. And he would say, "Well, you know the wuoting
record of Dick Clark (?) on this legislation?" He used to
memorize--he didn't sit down and memorize but actually would
absorb the American almanaé of pdlitics which had the voting
records of all the congressmen and senators. That was his

bedtime reading. And he had this grasp of every political
movement that was going on. But he has something of this very
critical, almost radical, orientation toward the establishment
since childhood. When he was fourteen , fifteen, he began to

feel that the whole nuclear energy phenomenon was a threat to

the quality of life and to survival. We had alot of debates

about it and we said well, we've got to find a way to preserve

nuclear energy, the real issue is safety technology and how we

™
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enforce that. He didn't want to hear any of that. He felt
that the military-industrial complex was so determined to make
profit that people were secondary to profit. So he began marching

in all the anti-nuclear parades and he continues to this day.

He watches that stuff very carefully and he feels the toxic
waste business, all of those, the American people are expendable
in the minds of fhe--. So he has this kind of radical bent and
I miss him very much. I just don't get to see him that much,
occasionally conversations, telephone. He'd-- I think if he
sorts himself out because the divorce has hurt him, he generally
feels that the adult world is crazy. I mean, he feels that this
business of the disproportion of money that is spent for arma-
ments and nuclear weaponry while people are starving and dying
all over the world is an indication of the kind of anarchy,
moral anarchy, in the world and he stands against that. But if
he, you know, pulls himself together and transcends this diffi-
cult time he'll find his way, i think, somewhere in the political
arena. I got him a job a couple of years ago in a polific;l |
campaign and there weré few things that gave him greater plea-
sure. He used to go out iﬂ tﬁe stféet, gef up early in the
morning and work till late at night handing out --u

Q. Who's campaign was 1it? e

A, Well, he was in O'Dwyers_campaign,- At one time he was
in Gene McCarthy's'campaign. Sé, that's his shtick.

Q. Does he plan to go to college?

A, Yeah, but I think this year he's going to sit it out.

I think mainly it's because of this transition period which,

thank God, is coming to an end. Susie is a ball of sunshine.



Marc Tanenbaum ' Tape 3 - 95

She's now fifteen years old. She has been since childhood, I-
~guess it's true frequently of third children. She walks into

a room and she lights the room up. She sparkles and she's
filléd with humor and great sense of fun. I love all the chil-
dren and I participated in raising all of them, not as much as
I'm sure I should have especially-- The first ten years of our
marriage I didn't travel af all. Then at AJC I began travelling
more and, of course, I did not spénd as much time as I should
have but I-was always home-for weekends and usually two, three
nights a week I was home and I tried to be as close-- I used to
work with the children homework. éusie I used to put to bed
every night and read stories to her and tell jokes and we just
had a marvelous nighttime ritual. I used to say prayers with
all the children at night, Hebrew prayers. Susie is now flower-
ing (?). She's at the U.N. School, she's among the most popular
children in her class. It used to wonderful to come home when
she'd have a birthday party and see this bunch of Indians and
Japanese and Pakistani and African kids would come in and she
was the life of the party. And fhey loved her and she loved
them. And she used to carry on corréspondence with kids all
over the world who were her penpals. Interesting (?) thing, as
a kind of a footnote, is that going to the U.N. school made
better Jews of the kids.

Q. I was going to ask, I'm curious as to how you happen to
decide to send them to it.

A. Well, we originally thought of sending them to a

Solomon Schecter school in our neighborhood, they were putting
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one together, but the quality of it was poor, they hadn't had a
decent faculty and a bad curriculum and we wanted the kids to
have the best possible education. .So we began  searching around
at all of the schools. There was a U.N. elementary school, a
kindergarden elementary school in our neighborhood in Queens,
they had Parkway Village, which was a lovely setting. There
were apartment houses and a very large park in the center of it
and playground and they have the choice of some of the best
teachers of people from all over the world, English speaking
teachers. I know they have the European curriculum, I mean it's
a no-nonsense curriculum. When they finished that school and
ven half a chance you really learned and these kids got extra-
ordinary educations that I don't think they've gotten anywhere
else. And apart from that, the human relationships, I mean,
these kids have been groﬁing up to live, be citizens, of the
twenty-first century and they're at home in the world. The
extraordinary, almost dialectie, went to work there. In the
U.N. school each of the kids‘is_endouraged_to-talk about his
culture, his religion, hié-nation and Adina became the ambassador
of the Jews in her_class. So wﬁen'all'holidays came around

she was called upon to talk about Chanukah and Pesah and
Shavuous and Sukkos and she woula come in and do demonstrations.
She would light candles and bake latkes and you would see these
kids from all over the world eating latkes and she would sing
songs with them and teach them how to dance. And they did the
same thing with her so learned about Buddhism and Hinduism and
as well as the Western religions. And Susie's had the same

experience., So in that sense they have been really prepared with
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good educatiohs. Very,gocd_human relatio@ships and.ﬁave an
awful lof going for them. |

Q. You should be very proud. I onlj have one more question.
Where would you like to see yourself ten fears from now? What
would you like to be--? Would you like to still be here in

the American Jewish Committee? What are your ambitions for
yourself?

A, I don't know; I really don't know. I'm so busy trying
to get through this week that I don't even have time to think
about 1981. I, you know, have been tempted-- I think right
now, frankly, my first prerequisite is putting my personal life
together. I want-- I'm not a loner and I don't know how much I
want to say for the record, I just hope someday I meet someone
and we'll marry and rebuild some kind of personal life cmuse
it's not possible to continue having this kind of rich public
life and not have the personal, emotional nurture that comes
out of a relationship between two pedple who care for each
other and can depend on each other. I have not had too much
of that and so that's one of the high priorities. I've been
tempted, during (?) the time I've entéred_the AJC over the

past twenty years.-but especially over the past, I guess, four
five years, with anumber of offers. At one time George Bush
proposed my name to the Nixon administfation to represent the
American government at the United Nations Commission on Human
Rights and it was given, apparantly, quite serious consideration
and then some internal politics entered into it, namely some
Jews who had given alot of money to the campaign and who were

active politically. So I have thoughf-of, at one point, of
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embarking-~
“ Qe Would you have liked that?
A.  What? .
Q. Would you have accepted that?
A. Well, I'm not sure, I'm not sure that I could have, in

fact, been effective because I think the United Nations is a
snake pit and unless you're there representing-- I mean I have
the greatest pity for Yehuda Blum who has to sit there every
day and take that kind of abuse. At one point I had thought

and some people in government had talked to me about becoming
involved in world refugee problems because, if anything, I've
had a real capacify to help people understand the human side

of these problems énd mobilize response. And I have felt, you
know, as a Jew, as a person, that's one of the most important
things to do. There's so much suffering in the world. I've
seen so much pain and (?) terror, that if I could do
anything in my life to help'mitigate some of that then I'11 feel
I've lived a useful li;e. I just have a sense alraady that I've
said it, some great moments, that if I were to die tomorrow

I have the sense that I've done something useful with the time
I've had here. I literally have helped savé tens of thousands
of lives and it's no small achievement. But those are kinds of
stray moments, fantasy moments. I'm very content with my work
at AJC. Every week, every month, there's an enlargement of my
capacity to be effective here. I see now that almost everything
we touch all the big problems we suffer now is success. If we
have any more success stories I think our department will cave

in. I mean just with the Women's Conference and Ingrid was in
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this morning what do we do to follow up? Where do we go from
here? 'More conferences, moré books; more publicatibns, more--
That's great. But we've got that kind of think now with the
Evangelical world. We've got to face the whole moral majority
issue. Well, that's going to be years of work for us. And
we've got the capacity to do thaf in ways that on other Jewish
organization do, in terms of relationships. I mean, no other
Jewish group has a network of relationships with Evangelicals
so that we turn to Billy Graham and Jimmy Allen and that whole
world. And that's going to be politically a very important
piece of work to do during the course of the next several
years under the Reagen administration.

Q. This might be the time to lobby for more staff and
more funding from the American Jewish Committee.

A, Well, we do, you know, incrementally our budget has
tripled since I came into the agency, our staff has enlarged
somewhat. We do need more staff, there's no question. The
workload-- I mean, of all the departments in the agency we're
the one department that has front-line troups. There's just
nobody else out on the front-lines the way we are. Our people,
Jim Ruden, Inger Dubell (?), Judy Vanke (?), Imean, day after
day after day they're out meeting with Christians, they're out
- attending theif conferences, they're out standing against these
resolutions, against Israel, against Jews, so that we do need
more hands and feet of competent people and we thank God they're
all magnificent people with enormous devotion, very great talent
and ability and Ithink they're among the finest representatives

of the Jewish community. I don't think the Jewish community’
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really understands or appreciates the depth of their devotion
and their effectiveness. When you watch Jim at the NCC and
Judy Banke at a conference on Catholic educators, I sit there
and I glow and, frankly, my whole policy has been to try to
develop stars and superstars cause I think those self-fulfilling
éapacities get all the wéy down to the AJC and to the Jewish
community. People who are repreésed and denied and filled with
frustration simply are.not going to give their best and my
people come in every déy looking for another challenge, what
more can they do that's of sérviée; .And we have a family re-
lationship, there's an ehormous sense of mutual appreciation
here. So that means -a great deal.to me and so the point of it
is yes, more staff but like the staff I've got now.
Q. I can't think of another thing, I'think we've really
covered alot. What I think I'1ll do is we'll have this transcribed
and then you will seeit and-- .
A, Some of the personal stuff I méy want to--
Q. Well, you can do whatever you-- It can be closed.
(Interruption of tape)
Q. Okay, tell us about--
A. One of the other major highlights of the program that
I've been proud of that AJC made.possible, in 1970, this was
three years after the six-day war when there was so much mis-
understanding of Israel's victory and there was so much silence
in the Christian world, especially liberal Protestants, about
the meaning of Israel and Jerusalem to the Jewish people. I
proposed to 2Zvi (?) the Dean of Humanities at the

Hebrew University that we sponser an international conference
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at the Hebrew University. The theme of it was Religion, Land,
Nationalism, Peoplehood, that whole cluster of interaction,
interacting themes, which are generally not understood in the
Western world. And we brought together a few hundred people

not only official representatives from the Vatican, World

Council of Churches, scholars in the United States, Christians
and Jews, but for the first time we brought together in Jerusalem
representatives from Buddhism, Vietnam, Indonesia, Hinduism and
several Islamic scholars. We also brought in some scholars

from Africa. We talked about the meaning of the land and

nation, tribe, people in the African religions and we produced

a book that is now a basic work in that field, it's in English
with sections in German and in French, and it provides one of

the most comprehensive looks at this theme, which is the critical
theme in all of the national conflicts all over the wofld. So
I've regarded that as one of the important achievements of our
department. It never got terribly much attention in this

country and if it doesn't appear in the New York Times it doesn't
happen, but it happened and it was a blockbuster. And it made
friends for us. We have friends in Africa that we keep contact
with that grew out of that meeting. And some day I guess we
ought to be doing more things like that. \ |

-Q. There's still a -- very little understanding.

(End of Interview)
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Marec H. Tanenbaum 1.
interviewed by Mitchell Krauss May 18, 1972

7

(2, We're talking with Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum in his office

at The American Jewish Committee on 56th Street, 1t's Thurs-
day, May 18. Rabbi Tanenbaum, we've talked about Jacob
Blsustein's business career and his career as an international
figure at the United Nations, his career in relation to the
reparations for the Jewish community. What about his role in
trying to bring the Jewish community closer to the non-Jdewlsh
community and vice versa, the ecumenical aspect?

(g;} Well, Mitchell, I think the situation which perhaps
best 1llustrates the interest of Jacob Blausteln in the pro-
motion of & better understanding between Christians and Jews
is that associated with Vatiean Council II, In fact, I found
myself quite surprised a2t both his sensitivity to the issue
as well as by his grasp of the fundamentals that were in-
volved 1in the concerns that the Vatican Council was dealing

with as it faced its relationship to the Jewish people &snd to

Judaism,

Cé; What was the date on this roughly?

(;,; well, Vatican Council II came into being in 1G62. It
was called at the request of Pope John XXIII and it lasted

until 1665. —F65~. The American Jewish Committee became in-

volved in the Council &nd in two—iteyss.actually three key

gspects, two cf them were more central, Pope John had
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called the Council in late 1960-early 1661 for the sake of
carrying out a massive program of reform and renewal of the
Church to... 2s he said, #= open the windocw of the Church
and let in some fresh sir. In the process, there was a con-
centration on the issue of religious liberty to update the
Church's attitude, to come to grips with the problems of
religious and cultural pluralism in the world and to develop
a doctrinal position in support of that., Also the Church

social
was brought to an awareness of its responsibility for/justice
in the world and so it dealt with that in-&,.a major docu-
ment., The issue which brought Jacob Blausteln and thoée of
us in the Committee who were related to the Vatican Council,
in particular, my own department znd our own work, was the
issue that centered on what subsequently became known as the
Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian Rellgions. Originally
that declaration was called the Vatican Schema on the Jews.
4s a result of all kinds of political and theologiecal pres-
sures, 1t was subsequently changed to deal with all non-
Christian religions, Jews, Buddhists, Moslems and others.
Now, Jacob Blaustein, who had been close to our leadership
for quité some time and pérticularly during this period of
1662 to 1663, was involved in the consultations that led to
a decision for AJC to relate to the Vatican Council,

@ " Was this at the time that he was President of AJC?

QA, No, I think it was after his Presidency.

Morris
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Abram zt the time was President or was Jjust coming into the
presidency. But Jacob was serving at that time &s our
elder stetesman in relation to a number of other projects,
the United Nations, on the Conference on German Material
Claims, and so there was regular on-going communication with
him., The central issue for us was that here the Vatican
Council was for the first time in our lifetime going to
bring together all of the leadership of the Roman Catholic
Church from throughout the inhabited world. There were to
be some twenty-five hundred cardinals, bishops, pariety,
theological experts, who were to face all of these issues
and, in particular, to face literzlly for the first time in
nineteen hundred years the attitude of the Catholic Church
to anti-Semitism, the responsibility for the role of
Christian teaching in disseminating anti-Semitism and, as
well, the question of what ought tc be the authentic posi-
tion of the Catholle Church to the living reality of the
Jewish people and Judaism today. Formerly, prior to
Vatican Council II, the only view, the only major view that
existed in the Catholie Church with regard to Judaism was
that Judaism was a phase along the way that was to be
totally absorbed in Christianity. The Church was the new
Israel and, therefore, the reality of the Jewish pecple be-
came an extremely fuzzy snd ambivalent phencmenon in the

mind of most Christians, certainly in terms of most Christian
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theologians. Jews were supposed to have disappeared st the
end of the First Century and what are they doling around over
the peast nineteen hundred years? What impressed me abtout
Jacob Blaustein is that he grasped the fundamental impor-
tance of what the Vatican Council was zll about. He had a
kind of penetrating intuition that this was not Jjust another
church meeting, that it had the possibilities c¢f shaping a
new history in the relationship between the Christian people
and the Jewish people. So that he was involved at the out-
set in making the decision for The American Jewish Committee
to relate in a very systematlic and intensive way to the
Vatican Councll, Now, I had the benefit of working with
Jacaob intermittently’during the course of ths three-year
period of Vatican Council II, both while I was here in this
country and while I was in Rome during three of the sessions
of the Council., The conciliar declaration in its filrst
forms were &8+ .1n some versions breathtakling in their his-
toric importance. It was a proposal drafted by Cardinal
Baya and members orf the Vatican Secretarist for Christian
Unity, which had responsibility for relationship with the

Jews, 1n which the Church forthrightly condemned anti-

chk

Semitism, said the Cetholie Church deplores, condemhs, re-

jects anti-Semitism, explicitly condemned the Christ-killer
charge which tedeviled Jewish history for so much, wzs re-

sponsible for soc much blocdletting, pogroms anéd inguisitions
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against the Jews. The Church, in that version of the docu-
ment, literally went as far as it could go in rejecting out-

right. Hacd that verslion of the document been ad

(0]

pted, it
would have said that no bigot anywhere in the world could
use Catholic teaching for the purpose of advocating, either
in terms cf attitude or behavior, anti-Semitism or anti-
Jewish discriminaticns. It went on beyond that in that
early version to speak in the most affirmative terms of
respect and reverence for the Jewish people, Jewish tradi-
tion, Judaism., In fact, at an early stage there was also
some reference to the relationship of the Jewish people to
Israel which would have had some practical importance. As
that first declaration began to be drafted in '62 znd '63,
it became clear that that which was intended from the very
outset as essentially a historiec, religious, cultural
phenomenon was perceived 1in the Arab world and among some
professional anti-Semites as having poclitical and reallty
consequences. So in 1663 we began to find that Arab govern-
ments began to exert enormous pressure to try to have the
document removed sltogether from the Vatican Council's
deliberations. Arab diplomats, emissaries were sent from
Cairo, from EBeirut, from Amman, Damascus, to Rome during the
Councll, brought enormous pressure to bear, especially on
Arab Christian bishops, some cf whom were told that if you

don't defeat this declaraticn you might as well not

e
]
<
ct
@]

come home, So there was that kind cf

seriousnegs attached
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tc the document in terms of its symbolic and substantive im-
portance by Arzsb governmental officials. At that roint we
realized that<thes..the declaration had crucial importance
and had to be taken as a major priority in the work =€5,.cf
the Jewish community and of The American Jewish Committee,.
The pressure became sc great in Rome, with Arab diplomats
moving in on prelates from all parts of the world, with the
Government of Egypt subsidizing e=..the publicaticn of an
elght-hundred-page volume which was replete with anti-
Semitic charges, a book called .

&

£ The Plot Against the Church, that we began to

realize that the Jewish community could not stand by passive-
ly and allow this kind of pressure to go on, because had the
document been defeated and taken off the agenda, it would
have meant that anti-Semitism would have, by that action,
been affirmed, that the Church, in fact, was not prepared
morally to reject anti—Semitisﬁ. I came back from Rome after
the beginning of the second session and reported this to

So when I returned from Rome we met here at AJC and developed
a strategy as fo how to re-enforce with our Catholiec friends
Iin the hierarchy here znd zbrcad the importance that ue
attached tc the passage of the document in its strongest
form. In discussing this wilth Jacocb Blaustein; he volun-

teered at once that he would undertake to speak to his
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friend, Lawrence Cardinal Shehan of Bzltimore. Cardinal
Shehan had a key rocle in the American hierarchy at that time
because he was the first Chairman of the American Catholic
Church's Bishops Commission on Ecumenism, That is to say,
he held central responsibility for the poliey and the pro-
grams of the Catholic Church in the United Stetes for pro-
moting relationships with Christians as well as with JEVWS.
Jacob was metlculous in his preparation for hils visit with
Cardinal Shehan. Before he went to see him to discuss the
issue of the text of the declaration, he asked me to prepare
for him a detalled memorandum, giving the histcric back-
ground, what the 1ssues were, why they were important, and
—emw=ar@ I was impressed by his professionalism. He,+=he-
wasn'!t going fto do this off the cuff. He felt that 1t was
so important that he really had to have the language formu-
lated a2nd know precisely what the issues were. We have on
file here 2zt AJC in our centrzl records cn the Ecumenicsal
Council periocd and the Blausteins'! file the correspcndence
ané the memoranda that were prepared. Jacob Blzustein

called Cardinal Shehen, and the Cardinal agreed to see him

i

m,
ct

immediztely. It was an indication of the mutual respect

they hed. I

the past; before one got to see & cardinsl in

OJ
m

the United S

ck

ates, one waited weeks and often months, 2nd
there was 2 whcle change in the ztmosphere, 2nd so Jacob

saw Cardinzl Shehan alone, as twe friends, as tw
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ans. and hszd, apparently, a very geccd conversation. The

report that Jacob sent us after that meeting, he detailed

]

Cardingl Shehan's respronse. He made it very clear that he
completely identified with the purposes of the cdocument,
that he wanted to see the document emerge in its strongest
Fform,; he wanted an explicit ecndemnation of anti-Semitism in
a way that no one could ever have any doubts where the
Catholic Church stcod on that issue, and he wanted to see
some positive expression about the attitude of the Catholie
Church toward the Jewish people today. Cardinal Shehan made

g number of commitments to Jacob Blaustein which were quite

important. He indicated

ot

hat he would take leadership with
the American Catholic hierarchy when 1t goes back to Rome to
the next session of the Vatican Councll to prepare the car-
dinals and the bishops to stand stéadfast in thelr support
of the document, Tu organize an opposition to ahy pressures
that tried to weaken the document or to kill the document
outright, and he did so, The exchange of correspondence be-
tween Cardinal Shehan and Jacob Blaustein are extremely in-
teresting documents and they should ke studied. They're
really part of the history c¢f that periosd. For example, at

one point when Cardinal Shehan was 1In Rcwme an

(@)}

another

problem emerged, & text which had been prepared was being

suppressed, was being turned over to a group cof conservative

1 )

theologians who wanted to kill it z2ltogether or. at worst,
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wanted to insert a section gbout proselytizing Jews, which
would have been an even more dramatic setback than nct hav-
ing any declaration at all, Jacchb had sent a2 cable to
Cardinal Shehan expressing some concern and asking him to
look into the matter, Within the following week he got

back a handwritten letter from Cardinzl Shehan on his Grand
Hotel stationery in Rome in whieh he indicated that he
planned to see the Pope that afternoon with a group of
fmerican bishops, that they will make clear that they have
no intention of coming back to the United States without a
declaration that they could live with as American Christians
who attach great importance to thelr relationship with the
Jewish community. So &hes~thr=tr..that relationship zand that
commitment on the issues runs through the entire correspon-
dence. Jacob was prepared tc go anywhere that he was able
to, given his heavy schedule, do anything that was required
to represent the best interests of the Jewish people in this
situation. There were other aspects of his response toc
this., In the organization of our effort to assure that the
best possible document wouléd come through, we related not
only to Church authorities here but we related to United
Nations personalities, American government authorities,
Imerican Foreign Service Diplomatic Corps peorle, who reccg-

nized the implications ¢f this dec

[

araticon as well as reli-

gious liberty for American civie relationships. That is to
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say that we knew during the Kennedy campaign how anti-
Catholic bigotry affected the voting patterns of Americans
and the relationships between various groups in this coun-
trv. There was a sense that this document wouldé affect the
way in which Jews would relate to Protestants, Cathcliecs,
blacks and others in terms of the c¢ivie coalitions that were
constructed in America. Jacob understocd that. I mean he...
Re.hre was not'a theologian, but he understood the implica-
tions of these religious peositions for political reality,

fer civic relationships between groups, and therefore, in
addition to being prepared to intervene and intervening cn

a number of occasions -- he probably met with Cardiral Shehan
a dozen times during the course of Vatican Council II, cer-
tainly talked to him many times over the telephone, head
long...substantial exchange of correspondence and cebles with
him about these questions -- Jacob also talked to United
Nations people who were concerned about it, made interven-
tions in government, State Department, Ex»me Foreign Service
who were involved. I would say here, for the record -- I've
never really documented this before -- some of this took
rlace during the Administration of President Kennedy. I was
close to one of the aides of Presicdent Kennedy in the White
Hcuse, Ralph Dungan, who's since become Commissioner of

Education in New Jersey, &nd Ralph Dungan, who's & very

bright, young Cathoslic, who had been in the Cabinet

-~
(=1
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Kennedy Cabinet, one day asked me to come by to talk to him
at the White House about this issue, He was worried sbout
its negative implications for American relationships and its
political implications for relationships between the Catho-
lics and the Jdews 1in this country. And Ralph Dungan at the
time said, "You are not overreacting to this issue. I think
the Jdews ought to take that sericusly, as I think Catholics
ought to take it seriously, and, in fact, the issue 1s going
certain
to be raised directly with President Kennedy, that/interven-
tions need tc be made with the American Ambassador in Italy."
Now, in that process Jacob Blausftein played some role in
communication with some American Foreign Service people with

whom he had contact, ¥8%F=...egpeciclly in CGermany, but also

I_l't

3

n Italy. And I think one of the things that came through

L

was the fact that & man of Blaustein's stature and rublic

importance; that he took thls concern that personzlly and
that seriously, in itsell gave heightened importance to the
issve to many of the people with whom he met, and I think

his contribution was one of the decigive contributions in

e
m
N

1

l._

loing to assure A2fmerican both governmental as well as
religicus support for this declaration and for others that

were tied in with it

P .
QEJ; to—th-ss...what hzprened to those Arab
bishops when they went home? This deoccument was essentially

t. the cne that
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was Tinally passed®?

—

FTRY It was modified in some formulations. There was some

Sl
disappointment cver some lzngusge. - 1 think, you kncocw, din-
toeT . .when you compared the document...the focurth version c¢f
the document, which was the version that finally came out,
to the second, t&Hewme,..there was reason to feel somewhat
disheartened because some crucial language was ellminated,
and certainly some accommodatiocons were macde both to theo-
logiczl conservatives as well zs to the &4rab bishops' pres-
sure. But our sense has been that if yﬁu look at this docu-
ment in the perspective of nineteen hundred years it was a
ooit—was—a- dramatic breakthrough, Judge Proskauer, who
was close to Blaustein, worked with him on & number of
issues even despite their differences, called the declara-
tion the Magne Ch%?fa cf Human Fraternity. Perhaps that's
rather strong language for it, but I think, if one looks at
what happened since Veatican Council II, there's no question

hat i1t was a landmerk, a turnliag point in the two-thousand-

ot

vyear relationship hetween Christians and Jews.
Q¢ I want to ask you specifically about Jacob Elaustein

he 1} f individual thet could bridge these differ-

O
@]

n

[0}
1l
l.J.

being

-

ences m

m
Q

ng religions snd groups. Now, he went to Germany
“2¥d- ..a place where many Jews after the war would not even
t unzble to go for themselves,

attemst te go, would find 1L

s cocu-

@
®
i
w

he launched into this fight in order to schi

ment within the Catholie Church. What was there about hin
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that made him able to rise above what some might say so many
Jews would have, a kind of ghetto mentality that would not

permit them to feel comfortable in this kind of work?

—

T
v

(JEQ I don't know whether anyone has spoken to you about
the fact of his being a Baltimerian. I was born in Baltimore
and I was a child at the time that Jacob Blaustein began to
emerge as &n important leader 1n Baltimore. I'm going to
enswer your question indirectly this way. When I first be-
came aware ef5,.o0f the fact that there was a Jewish community
in Baltimore, he was to me, in my child's vision, already =z
lezend, his name was legendary. My father, who owned a small
shop in Scuth Baltimore, used to talk tc me about

Jacob Blaustein. K< (s, (23=wss-2 classic
term used in East European Jewish life for the leader afi=z.

of the community. . ....... {£&=== the Hebrew word for one
who sustains his people, one who nourishes and sustains his
people. £nd by that time Jacob Blaustein had developed a
reputation in terms of his philanthropy and pisrhisee..
first of all, his very great service tc every Jewish andg

general charitable, intellectual cause, philanthropic czuse

in Baltimore., He had emerged, at leest in the mind's eye of

jo

my parents! class; o&=f...0f East Eurcpezn immigrants, -Sve=-
...ne was 2 kind of hercic figure in that sense, he wzas
larger than 1ife. The thing that has ccome through to me 1is

that in the Bzltimore experience Jews of Germen origin, whe
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formed the leadership core in Baltimore, were—a—%iny,..were
the aristocratic elite, they were, in a sense, the Cur Crowd
cf Baltimofe. But &=, .they constituted that leadership
element that saw its responsibility for service tc the com-
munity., It was the Blazusteins ands..aznd the Friedenwalds .
and other families that came from Easf European origins,
Hemburgers, the Levys, who undertook, when the Russizn and

Pol

J-te

sh Jewish immigrants ceme there, to educate them., They
set up the Educational Aliliance to help Jews meke their
transition into American life, HNow, there may have keen many
motives, you know,.thaa..some of them were not the noblest
motives, some of them were to clean up the dirty Jews of
Ruegsia and Poland, some of them were td make them spéak
English so they wouldn't embarrass the elite, but there was
also a very powerful sense of responsibility and service to
brcthers in need., Ang the_Blausteins WETE eSO b rvatasw2a
w38 ..in the center of that aristocratic, well-to-do,
Jewlsh leadership that was constantly there. They leant a
certain kind of stebility in the Jewish community because of
thelr presence., Now, whst=fiw..my sense 1s theEe=—rti=t that
experience in Baltimore &nd that history and tradition of
service to your own community as well as to the general

internatizcngl scene, From chilcéhood cn, he was raisged in z2n
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experience, from what I gather, of thesstwag—t,,.that kind
of solidarity awnd.,..and responsibility tc use weeglth for
service, and I think we saw that here in The American Jewish
Committee and...and then when he becams involved in the
United Neatlions and c¢ther causes,

@L How did theat lead him to be able to relate as well as
he gseemed to with non-Jdewigh individusals and groups through-
out his yezrs?

Cél = = eef f++v., rirst of all, I have no ques-
tion thke$;..that his professional experience prepared him
for work with people of many classes, many races, many reli-
gions. Affter all, he was involved in a major industrizl

undertaking.
Protestants

ence simply

D

could not be
tion-e£,.0f
wﬁﬁi&L@gltimore was in meny ways an enclave and
ethnocentric,

some cpenness to

he had many
and blacks,

helped. nelee—tite—=the.,

gust

cpenness.

so that

without

having

the larger general

German Jewes, e€speclally Jdews effili
-- angd Jecck Blaugtein and his fami
Baltimore Hebrew Congregstion., The
time to Rebhbi Merris Lieberman and,
was, in & sense, the bridge tc the

enclosed Jewish community.

IEdmene

employees who were Catholics and

ess itgel?
né of orienta-

<500, -he -had,

-

ol
still there wes

soclety. Many cof the
ated with Reform templ
ly were members of the
¥V wWere very <loss af o
.. &8 that ccngregatio
Christian cocmmunity

socmewhat
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was the first congregation that ran institutes for Christian
clerzy, or anmong the first, and Jacob and Hilda and their

children were involved in the 1life of that congregation and

were, therefore, also involved religicusly in a relationship

ct

witir the Chri

S

lan community. Now, I can't welgh how much of.

a factor that was, but I think it may have been a factor in --

Qe Yess ___ﬂ,-x-/"”/ 4
As———r==—3h il .. &N havingéiggg kind of predisposition
toward positive relationships

(3 Do you know much about the early stages of his rela-
tionship w;th Shehan?

G Only to the extent that I knew that before the Vatican

Council got started that Jacob had made charitable contribu-
tions on his own to Catholic charities. Apparently, the

Cardinal had come toc h

S

m 2t one time for some support of sonme
Catholilic charitaeble program and he responded affirmatively,

as he 6id to every charitable cause in Balt

I_J‘i

mere. Whether

Lis

t was race or whether it was, you know., day-care centers or
hospitals, they were 1involved in supportin 1g every legitimate

effort

[N

n the city. This was one that they supported., You

might ask Cardinzl Shehan h

(=0

mself, I know that they had

talked sbout it. In fact, on one occasion the Car

Ca
}_Jl
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sed appreciastion Fox—3%,..f0or hi
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was & favorable thing to 4o, befocre Jews were subporting

o
I- g

Catholic charities in large.
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you recall vour earliest meetings with Jacob Blau-

l’/ ll A D
55 0
the circumstances therecf? =¥eus..you said that in

legend, but then the legend beczme a

him =pg—==-

oie of

it wasg a

some pcint when you met

at adC at our func-

reality at

Fb, Xeah, I think

b R R

it was here

tions, one of our znnuzal meetings cr commission meetings
introduced myself to him. I think the first thing

that I
exterior of some prepos-

that impressed me was, despite an

session -- you Kknow,

appeared to be -- I'm looking for

-

there was a certain measure of what

the right word -- an ex-

I was almost flabbergasted

terior of, ~o&==uf importance --
JL was T Tyeou -Know, it was

by his simplicity and directness.
On one hand, he

both sides 2£...0f & complex personality.
was very much a2ware of his dignity, his position and one

the same time there was a kind of

vet at
At some points we

respected that,
him on some things.

almost modesty about
would talk about an issue and almost a humility that came

through., <Tm=l-used tof-yor¥nou, kind of . lookingF Por—a

iI always sensed that somehow

S |
" e
that was the end product of this whole complex development
of this man. He started out in poverty in Egltimore. Thex=s
him when the

11 me about

xr® stcries my £

legend began to Cdevelop wzs here iz 2 boy who came with his

father znd were pushing pushcarts cn the street of Baltimore,
od at his father's side,

selling kerosene,

was ladling out
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canful, and by their efforts and their imagination,

}.J’-
3
I-te
ct
|4
Iy
'
F_Io
<}
M
\a

they developed from this peddling on the streets of Baltimore

into the sue..0nhe of the great corporate giants in Efmerica.
I had a sense that he never left his early origins, that his

poverty, shkev..the modesty of his early circumstance left &

very deep impression in the shaping of his personality, and

$eepmoxer, , . I don't think he ever forgot his poor origins. I

think he was always conscious of...¥~hed -a-sense that-he yas
elmeys susre of...0f the shifting fortunes of & person and

that it was...you know, while much of this emerged out of his
own effort and stick-to-itiveness, persistence and..=asé—
boldédness as an entrepreneur, I zlways had the sense -Fhste-.
that his ccnscioushess of social responsibility for trying to
stabilize the sccizl order grew out of a certain sense of
insecurity which comes out of having been a poor kid who had
to struggle and that, you know, one's bread was never guar-
anteed, one had tec really work for it, cne had to try to
carve out a certain measure of stabllity, and I had the sense
that somehow that never left him., So that may have been pzart

of the dynamics of the personality in terms cf his never

&

feeling ultimately sure and ultimstely secure ebout anythin
that was done even on the highest levels of internationsl

L% Lo O &

relationsghips. But &E&..1t was that sense cfH-te...cl the
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ey A0k,  rortunes in this sense that,—ie—a-—seataln
werse, I think a2lsc undersccred his feeling about the pre-

cariousness of the Jewish situstion and why -$ass=a3..that

fn

e

hed to be watched s0 carefully. The health of the general

society had immedizte implicaticns

and even down to this day aiid the pcssibilities of anti-
Semitlism erupting 1In situations of soeciagl turmoil, I think

e
o

he had==....a very keen sense abecut that, kind of histor
and very personal consciousness about that. and in 2 gcense

I felt that. ﬂﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁi..he had almost a feeling of passicn
about his involvement with the Ecumenical Council,

fﬁa; Ancd yet he &éidn't appear, from the reports that I've
had from so many, to be an enXiety-ridden perscn or one who
was in any way parancid about these issues.

& s No, I guess I'd meake the distinction that Harry Stack
Sullivan makes., Therel's a fundamental distinction between

rational zanxiety znd irrational anxiety. I think he hsad

: :OnETOE;I.one cf his gifts was .he=hed-z

for perceiving realicty and not esllowing illusions,
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compliceted for me, my simple way. =..I want to understand
it as it reslly is. Now, -what-dis..,.what is it that you want
to get st?" He had 2 kind of directness shout that, an in-
sistence on getting at the heart ef£5,,0f what the issue was.
And, ——frsviw..ne had feelings, I think he had very strong

A L ANTS

feelings ancé sowge of them wes an...anxiety. He

ad anxiety
during the Vatican Couqcil. He was bothered...he was very
strongly bothered by the possibilities of defeat, and I re-
member one day when I'd called him about a development in
Rome, and he got very angry, he said, "Damn it, I...we can't

let that happen, we Jjust can't let that happen. FE&=,.I'll

do everything I can to see that it doesn't happen.”
Cﬁ;} Wwhat was the iIssue that you brought to his attention,
do you remember?
(..  ¥eshy 1t had to do with Bhe.:.one -6f the,srther rthe
_Seeeibethere—wasrImsrIns1864 the second text that had

been drafted wes tsken over by the %theological commissicn

that was under the direction ¢f a conservative theolcgian,

m

Taviani, who was determined to kill the text. And we had

(0]

been zssured the week before that this was moving along well,
had the personzl backing of the Pope, were making progress

cn it, znd there had been scme meetings between some of the

there wzs an anti-Semitic speech mede by one Bishop Carii &t
e » - - -
the tine, S¢ I+ ..1t became insultin
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this prccess, which was to lead to a change for the better,

(@]

became an cccagion now fer anti-Jewish slander, and we began
talking sbout some of the interventicns at the Council and
what waé happening then, and he expressed very strong feel-
ings about getting in =tit-—agedin at that pcint to see what
ne could do t©»o

einforce Cardinal Shehan w=dy ..an0 others

0

1-

whom we were in touch with tc see tc it that...that the ac-

tion was net terminated e...0r defeated.

IR

Q.. Others have said that ke-was...he could be as totally

\nq_.-l‘

single-minded about zny given issue as if there were nothing
else that he were concerned about and at the same time he may

have had six or seven issues of one sort or another all on

75

his mind,

A, I think thatt's true. When we were working clocsely to-
i i

gether with Dr. John Slawson, who was then the executive head

O
|..|:
ct

he agency, and we would sit down to talk about this issue

b

eand how to respond to it, I had the sense as 1f he were in-
terested and involved in nothding else., sE—D%t:r..1it made 3
very deep impression., He had & kind of intensity and persis-

tence that apparently he was 2ble to extend to -ewery...every

other major concern that he wz2z involved in. You also had
the feeling that, vou Know, he had nc business interests at
the time. I meen he Jjust threw hinself sc cverwhelmingly
and completely into this, &= . ...L marveled 2%t it,

I merveled angd
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energy in s way.

B Yhat zbout hls cwn religiosity? suppose I ask you

vt

{

that not only hecause you knew him gs you did and worked with

him,but I suppose because you're 2 rabvi and I would ascribe
to vou a certaln ability to mzke that kind of diagnosis.
iﬁ;? Well, my role here was nct that of a pastoral rabdi

y

and so therefore I think a comprehensive answer to that would
have tc come from the rabbi, such s Morris Lieberwuan. who
unfortunately has passed away since, wifth whom e=..he may
have been in a kind of rabbi-congregate relationship

'Q}f I guess I'm ecsking you few—=as..f0or a more inst

s
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fi;‘ WErtz—Ta..1'm Etrying Lo say that~—skeft we Cid not
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per se. HEr——Theneo

khere seemed tc have been a lot taken for granted religiously
48 -osyr,..in our relationship, Khen. r—&here.;,there vere o
Kind of passing Dhrases. Xou kKnow, he would sey scmething
ebout, "Well, that's what I learned in cheder," or, yvou Xnow,
"I heard the rabbi preach about that theme,” or "The holidays
gre coning up end I'm golneg T be here for that heliday
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money for the..." you know,/reparaticns and that sor

ci-

of

EIJ

thing. "2nd after that I've got a meeting in relation to

Israel and Uniteé Nations or,..' As he simply ticked off
his Gaily or weekly cazlendar, you head a sense that this man

ally

o
4

vir

=
[Ky]
{n
H

2 kind of Jewish professionzl working at the

(“_l

r

Dasic 1ssues of Jewish 1ife. He was reacting to the Nazi
holocaust £0.+tGs+%0 resolve uwhegtever—was;, . Whatever nceded
to be done in dealing with that, he was dealling with Israel,
which was the cther major issue of Jewish life, he was pre-
cecupied with Jewish charity. Jewish philanthropy, he was
supporting The American Jewish Committee, which had interests
in Jewish survival and Jewish continuity, There was.. ~there—
was—really...the more I think azbout it, there was a real
wholeness in him, you know, as & perscn and as & Jew, there

.fl

was was & kind of a fullness about him.  And -..in that
sense I felt no need in terms of thinking of, ycu know, thils
man is somehow spiritually inadeguate, he 1s ingdequste &s &
%t Did you ever talk with him about Zionism? Obviously
you must heave at one point opr another. This was a question;
mark alweys. He,reputedly not‘a Zionist and vet, o©of course,
he was a great supvorter-ef=-,.cf Israel znd one who urged
the American Jew to btear his responsibilities in %thils area.
.

A . - =B & s -~ T R A - 2 g T b
~h, I don't reczll & gpecilfic ccnversation., et Well,

—
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once we d4id talk sfter he delivered a speech about

[
[
m

ticn with the Ben-Gurion Agreement. I think in the firs
instance, Jacob hzd an impatience for thecry and speculstion.

I think he probably was as impatient with

[~

o

ct

ionigt theore

cians as he proteably was with theclogy ex:..o0r I gue

i S N

I

s 1

(vi]

someone came to give him &+..an ideology of business manage-
ment, he probebly would have had the same reaction, He was,
I found, a very pragmatic, reality-oriented man, and I think
that whatever were the sources of his feeling, ne really

didn't care very much what kind of rafionale brought you to

a recognition of the 1mportance of Israel. I think he

i
1))
-

that...he saw himself as =z friend of Israel. He was & T

B

iend

o' Israel and z friend of Jewilish people, he knew

cr

hat Israel
had to be there for the sake ol taking care of the persecuted

and the oppressed and that Jev

=1
n

needed & place on the esrth.

Now, those are very deep Zionist themes. Ultimately, when

you push them back teo=%thked®,..t0 thelr ultimate, you know,

Kernel idea, those are e=2esns ., .Zionist mov

-5

fs. ==..I sense

that Jacot couldn't care less what the sources of those

|-

deas

were ag long as they werked for the Jews

Y]

3 3

nag., . . eESEtsTraye—

think he saw very much that Isrzel wes 2 very direct response
£o the Nazl holscaust., I think that represented a very power-

b

- -~ - - Ea - e 2 < = ~ . - % b Ry
Rink through a theory to Justilfy those connections. He savy
o 2 =, o Pl oy T = ~ il e o s s A gés
cne impact ol what naicpened to tThe Jews wihen they were z vul-
i - o
-~ 5o wla L per - - ;i . - .
Nersble people, when they had nc control over their fste and
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destinv, and I think he was determined
mastery over their destiny by having a
they controlled amds..and that naticne
that there was very little conversatic
tially it was, you kKnow, how GO we mfk

i
M

to help Jews achieve

blace whEenr— .which
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how dc we help it, how do we make it work? How do we make it

vwork Tor the Jews in Israel a2nd how do we make cleegr that we

have very deep commitments in imerica?

great sense of gratitude for wnat Amer

for American Jews., It was, you Know,

2

& e
L

and he wznted to be very good to Aneri

4

prepared, I think, t¢ serve hig country

was called to serve, Bub.—Soc-that*=

was a kind of twoc-track theme in terms
Emerica, and hes didn't see them in any

opposition, and it was his pra

5
igrant who madeywell -- America was very

at any point which he

hoser—ryeu tncw{ there

0

f Israel ==x..,.2and

ind of tension o

; gmatiasm., Frecorder—s£fs
L, Thiseenetudes—thnefirst—peoriion of ounx Tntenview with

Rabbi Tanenbsum,





