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RECORDS
December 22, 1965

EPIC RECORDS RELEASES "THE JEWISH HOLIDAY ALBUM' .

Epic Records announces the releése'of "The Jewish Holiday Album,"
an LP dedicated to the advancement of better Jewish-Christian

- understanding. Accompanying each a1bﬁm is a 15-page handsomely.
illustrated booklet written by Rabbi Marc H, Tanenbaum, Director
of the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American Jewish
Committee, The booklet serves as a brief and authoritative
introduction to the basic beliefs, values, traditions and practices
of Judaism and the Jewish people.

"The Jewishlﬂoli&aylﬁlbum" was conceived as a contribution to help
implement the spirit of "mutual knowledgé" and "'fratémal dialogue"
called for by the Vatican Council's declaration on the Jewish
religion, and by major Protestant and Jewish bodies. It introduces
the listener to the most representative lituigical and folk music

used in connection with the entire cycle of the Jewish festivals,
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fasts. and holy days. This unique introduction to Judaism is being
brought to fhe attention of key authorities in the religious and
general school sysﬁems as well as seminaries and colleges for possible
use in courses about religion. Coﬁies are also being made available
to Christian and Jewish institutions for similar use in Europe,

Israel and Latin America,

The project was conceived and executed by Manny Kellem, Executive
Producer for Epic Records. The recording was supervised by D. Morris
Levy, Vice Chairman of the Board of Directors of CBS Records Limited

in London, England.



N [SAVS] ©TTER

TG T A T G G T TU T G Institute of Human Relations, 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022
George Salomon, Editor

VOL. 2, NO. 5 - NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 1966

aJC aT a GLaNCe

‘““Heartfelt appreciation.”” AJC honors U.S.
Catholic bishops for leadership on behalf
of the Church’s ""Jewish declaration.” ToP
‘pHOTO: Cardinal Spellman (holding reply)
with AJC's Joseph M. Proskauer (left),
Morris B. Abram and Charles H. Silver.

From all over. Close to 100 AJC Executive
Board members, from 37 communities, met
in Cleveland Oct. 28-30 (CENTER PHOTO).
Main topics: program plans concerning
Jewish identity; helping to meet urban
problems; Jews and “‘black power.”’

European roundup. On study tour, Philip
E. Hoffman, Chairman of AJC Board of
Governors, finds interfaith activity boom-
ing in six countries, anti-Semitism still
alive in Austria. Bottom PHoTO: Hoffman
(left) and Austrian Chancellor Josef Klaus.

The haunting past. AJC alarmed by show-
ing of ultra-nationalist party in West Ger-
man state elections; scores choice of ex-
Nazi Kurt-Georg Kiesinger as Chancellor.

Foreign trade. AJC's Committee on Israel
starts to explore ways of encouraging U.S.
industries to use Israeli subcontractors for
skills in short supply in this country.

Progress in banks. Spurred by AJC study
of commercial bank management, Philadel-
phia’s largest bank is actively seeking out
Jewish talent . . . New York Chapter, follow-
ing up a 1965 survey, notes increase in
Jews among savings-bank trustees.

Trends in anti-Semitism. *‘Jews in the Mind
of America,”” an AJC-sponsored 413-page
history and analysis of attitudes since
1937, wins critical acclaim.




Germany: Danger Spots in an Unfinished Democracy

HOSE WHO cannot remember the past,” George Santayana
Twarns, “are condemned to repeat it.” Recent develop-
ments in West Germany suggest that some of the lessons of
the last 30 years are in danger of being forgotten.

Ultra-nationalist and neo-Nazi organizations, in a decline
since the middle fifties, are rallying. In November, the new
ultra-right National Democratic Party (NDP) polled nearly
8 per cent of the vote for State Assembly (Landtag) in Hesse,
for the first time winning state representation anywhere, and
then matched that showing in Bavaria. Optimists point out
that this is no great numerical gain for the extremists—that
NDP merely replaces earlier splinter groups. But there is
no blinking the fact that these ineffectual splinters have
been forged into a well-run, well-financed organization.

Heated disclaimers of Nazi-mindedness notwithstanding,
it is impossible to miss the echo of the Hitler era in the
NDP’s fuzzy Volk und Reich rhetoric, or to overlook the
party chief’s admission that 5,000 of the 23,000 members
“might be” former Nazis. Nor is reassurance to be found in
NDP’s rather vague program, which contains (besides a de-
mand for reunification, an issue popular among youth) sev-
eral planks plainly addressed to one-time Nazis: no more
war crimes trials, and no more restitution to Israel.

NDP membership is said to be growing by about 1,000 a
month. A bandwagon effect is not beyond imagining,.

Ir THINGS are bleak at the lunatic fringe, neither are they
cheering in the centers of power. Germany has just gone
through her first real break in leadership since the war

(former Chancellor Ludwig Erhard came in as Konrad
Adenauer’s heir-apparent), and the clumsy handling of the
takeover suggests that democracy is not yet a habit.

Much ink has been spilled in attempts to minimize the
former Nazi ties of the new Chancellor, Kurt-Georg Kie-
singer. That the head of a German government should be
free from any Nazi connections—as Erhard and Adenauer
were—evidently did not seem important to a majority of the
Christian Democrats, or of their Social Democratic partners
in the “grand coalition” of the major parties.

No matter what abilities Kiesinger may bring to his job,
his choice is a dangerous precedent. If an ex-Nazi is accept-
able as head of government, it could be argued, then why
bother to remove teachers, judges or other influential public
servants with a Nazi past?

FoLLowING A sTupy tour last March, AJC’s Executive Vice
President, Dr. John Slawson, called for rapid expansion of
political education in West Germany—through such meas-
ures as the AJC-initiated program that brings German
school officials to this country to study methods of civic
training. The West German Minister of the Interior, Paul
Liicke, has now proposed the same remedy for the long run.
Meanwhile, prompt counteraction and redoubled vigi-
lance are a “must.” AJC has called for a “grand coalition”
of German schools, courts, churches and mass media to:
combat the growing signs of a Nazi revival. The trend is
already cause for serious concern. Fostered by public in-
difference, it could become a clear and present danger.

New Kind of Air Pollution

IN RECENT MONTHS the country has wit-
nessed an explosion of what have been
called “talk-back” TV and radio pro-
grams. In one format, made popular by
Alan Burke and Joe Pyne, guests who
are known to hold a particularly ex-
treme viewpoint on some issue of the
day are featured, spokesmen from in-
terested organizations are asked to join
the participating audience, and a ver-
bal free-for-all usually develops.

The dangers of such programs are
plain: In their mad dash for ever more
sensational guests, the producers pro-
vide big audiences for some exceed-
ingly questionable characters.

AJC bows to no one in its dedication
to free speech. But is freedom of speech
at stake here? We bar the airwaves to
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frauds, slanderers and pornographers.
Why, then, open them to bigots, who
often represent no one but their own
warped selves, and whose invited ap-
pearances on certain programs are
meant only to irritate, not educate?

David Susskind, a producer who
seeks to dissociate himself from the
Alan Burkes and the Joe Pynes, re-
cently told an interviewer for the enter-
tainment trade journal, Variety, that
he was not concerned about “kooks
and bigots” getting the limelight, They
quickly exposed themselves under the
camera’s clinical eve, he argued.

But is this so? Too often, guests on
these programs are masters of the “big-
lie” technique, and frequently neither
the moderator, no matter how angry he
pretends to become, nor questioners
from the studio audience are equipped

to nail the lies. Yet we know only too

~well what tragedy big lies can beget.

IN onE recent “talk-back” show, a Ne-
gro anti-Semite made the unanswered

charge that Jewish school principals-in—-

Harlem were directly responsible for
Negro children’s poor learning records.
In another, a notorious bigot (himself
of Jewish origin!) mouthed the wild
allegation that Jews had plotted to
drag the United States into the First
World War, so as to win support for
the idea of a Jewish homeland.

The Federal Communications Com-
mission wisely insists that broadcasters
air public issues and provide a hearing
for all points of view. Some programs
genuinely fulfill this responsibility. Un-
fortunately, with audience response
the be-all and end-all, their ratings ap-




pear to have been too low. The “talk-
back” format was evidently designed
to provide more entertainment, yet stay
within FCC rules.

But, whether they conform to these
rules or not, some “talk-back” shows
clearly violate the intent of the broad-
casting industry’s own code. In doing
so, they inflict great harm on the pub-
lic and on the industry —harm that
could be avoided if broadcasting were
to police itself according to the spirit as
well as the letter of its own standards.

Now That the Dust Has Settled

THOUGH A mixed bag, the 1966 election
results do not seem to reflect, at least
at this writing, the massive "white back-
lash” that had been predicted. An elec-
tion that sent a Negro to the Senate for
the first time in 85 years is no mandate
to put the Negroes down.

Only two contests—in Maryland and
Arkansas—focused more or less exclu-
sively on the race issue; in both, the
racist candidate for Governor lost. In
Georgia, liberal write-ins and crossov-
ers stalemated the gubernatorial elec-
tion, denying both racist contenders
the needed absolute majority.

Most contests involved so many is-
sues that backlash could alter only the
margins, not the outcome. In 19 of
26 races for Congress picked by the
Congressional Quarterly as probable

AJC is working on two interpre-
tive surveys of voter motivation,
in New York's referendum on a
civilian police review board, and
_in_the election as a whole. Find-
ings are expected early in 1967.

backlash arenas, the more civil-rights-
minded candidates won. Three of these,
in the Chicago area, were in districts
recently rocked by “housing marches.”

Even wHERE backlash appears to have
helped defeat civil-righters like Sena-
tor Paul H. Douglas of Illinois, its im-
pact was rarely clear-cut. Douglas was
also handicapped by his age and pos-
sibly his “hawk” stand on Vietnam.
Moreover, he lost to another civil-rights
advocate, Charles H. Percy, who did
not seek the backlash votes he got.

Backlash played a major role in the
election of Ronald Reagan as Governor
of California. But the rise of this right-
ist may also be attributed to a melange
of factors, including personalities and
a Democratic split.

Multiple causes likewise figured in
the rejection of New York City's civil-
ian police review board. Bigotry was a
big influence, but so were confidence
in the police and fear of crime—a very
real issue, successfully exploited. The
vote seemed to reflect not only racial
groupings but also, to some degree, the
relative safety of neighborhoods. The
board did best in well-to-do areas; in
Harlem, over one-third .of the voters
abstained from the question,

Some of the 1966 results—by no
means most—were conservative victor-
ies. Of the 435 Congressmen elected,
169 had endorsements from rightist
quarters such as Americans for Consti-
tutional Action. In and near Chicago,
a Goldwaterite won high county office
with a plurality 120,000 greater than
Percy’s. But conservatism is one thing,
racism another. Backlash entered into
many contests, yet, pending deeper
analysis, it seems to have hurt less than
was feared.

Still a Ways to Go

EarLy THIS YEAR, from the monastery

- where Torquemada once dwelt, a Jew-

ish spokesman talked on TV about is-
sues dividing Christians and Jews. It
was believed to be the first discussion
of the subject under Spanish govern-
ment auspices since the Inquisition.
Just one short year after the Vatican’s
“Jewish declaration,” a new interfaith
amity is flourishing all over the West-
ern world. Dialogues abound. Text-
books are being cleansed. Future
clergymen study Judaic tradition. But
are all the problems being solved?
The current honeymoon is unlikely
to last unless both sides face up to their
fundamental differences; and this they
have hardly begun to do. Specifically,
the relationship between Christianity
and present-day Judaism remains un-
clear. The churches have affirmed their
ties with the Jews of Biblical times, but

they have not unequivocally recognized
Judaism after Jesus as a valid religion.
Many Christians still cannot see why
Jews refuse to give up their “fossil
faith™ for Christianity. Jewish theolo-
gians, for their part, have yet to say just
where they think Christianity fits into

the divine plan for the world.

In applied theology, too, there still is
room for more joint enterprise. Thus,

&6 e Catholic people of the United

States salute our Jewish brothers and
pledge ourselves to fostering stronger
and more extensive bonds of mutual un-
derstanding, respect and cooperation. ® ®

—The Catholic bishops in the United
~ States to AJC (see "AJC at Work'").

the Vatican's new plan for a common
Catholic-Protestant Bible does not yet
appear to provide for consultation with
Jewish scholars —which suggests that
the Hebrew Scriptures may be one-
sidedly seen in New Testament terms.

Joint Christian-Jewish social action
may be eclipsed, in some countries, by
collaboration among Christians — par-
ticularly if churches continue to view
such action as a covert missionary task.

An interfaith conference at Cam-
bridge University, last August, noted
that while joint social-action projects
had been set up between the Vatican
and various Protestant bodies, there
was as yet nothing comparable involv-
ing Jews. Even in America strange
gaps exist. In one Midwestern metropo-
lis, an inner-city project launched by
Protestant and Catholic agencies in-
cluded no Jewish participants—which
helped neither the project nor the im-
age of the Jews in the Negro ghettos.

Two news items illustrate how far
we have yet to go and how far we have
come. In Germany, a struggle over
whether the Oberammergau Passion
Play will again go on with its old anti-
Jewish script is still unresolved. But in
Holland, the Reformed Church is giv-
ing up its program to convert Jews.
Instead, a “house of study” will be set
up where Christians and Jews will
delve into the Hebrew Scriptures and

the Talmud—together.
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING, CLEVELAND, OCTOBER 28-30

Black and White Power

Determination to step up AJC’s historic
fight- for civil rights and to attack
the problems confronting the Negro
through a broad urban affairs program
marked a hard-hitting discussion on
“The Uses and Abuses of Power—Black
and White” at the opening plenary
luncheon.

Irving M. Engel, AJC Honorary Pres-
ident and Chairman of the Committee
on Race Relations, presided. He
pointed out that, in spite of hesitation
on the part of a few, AJC had been
firmly committed to the battle for racial
justice since 1947, and had consistently
met this commitment under the most
diverse conditions.

Dr. John Slawson, AJC Executive
Vice President, analyzed recent devel-
opments and noted that the effort had
passed from the legal stage to the fight
for realization of civil rights in the com-
munity. While AJC has always felt that
there was a community of interests
among minority groups, he observed,
members of various ethni¢ groups dur-
ing recent civil rights demonstrations
in Chicago and elsewhere chanted
anti-Negro and anti-Semitic slogans.
The bitter resistance of whites to the
actual entry of the Negro into Ameri-
ean society had not been anticipated,
he said, nor had the repudiation by
some Negroes “of Jewish participation
in the civil rights movement,” or the
“degree to which some Jews them-
selves would draw back.”

Dr. Slawson explained that the slo-
gan of “black power” had both good
and bad connotations. Among the bad,
he noted, were racial self-segregation
and the use of violence as a strategy.
The good, he said, included the com-
mendable desire of Negroes to achieve
equality on their own, as a manifesta-

tion of their realization of their group"

identity. “Jews should applaud every
effort on the part of the Negro for self-
assertive mutual aid,” he added.
,Summing up the present crisis, Dr.
Slawson declared: “The issue today is
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still that of social injustice, not black
power. . .. It is our responsibility to en-
courage the development by the Negro
of pride in his identity. . . . AJC can-
not use the presence of anti-Semitistn
among some American Negroes as an
excuse for retreat from the civil rights
movement.”

ForLowinc Dr. Slawson’s analysis, a
panel of five AJC community leaders
described recent civil rights issues.

Ely M. Aaron, former AJC Vice Pres-
ident and Honorary Chairman of the
Chicago Human Relations Committee,
spoke of that city’s progress in assuring
equality for the Negro in employment,
education, housing, public accommo-
dations, and hospital and credit facili-
ties. He suggested that opposition to
civil rights stemmed primarily .from
white backlash.

Cecil A. Alexander, Jr., former Chair-
man of AJC’s Atlanta Chapter and Re-
gional Chairman of Urban America,
pointed out three reasons why this
year’s racial demonstrations in Atlanta
did not turn into riots: the relationship
that has developed between white and
Negro leadership there; the stake the
Atlanta Negro has in the political and
economic life of the city; and federally
aided projects in integrated housing,
neighborhood settlements and Head
Start programs. He lauded the role of
AJC leaders in Atlanta in helping head
off race relations crises, and called on
AJC leaders all over the country to help
sponsor non-profit integrated housing
developments.

Norman L. Hahn, Chairman of the
Human Relations Board of Omabha,
wammed of the great dangers involved
in not facing the realities of Negro anti-
Semitism. He called on Jews to become
involved with Negro self-help groups.

Elmer L. Winter, AJC Vice President
and Chairman of the Milwaukee Vol-
unteer Equal Employment Opportu-
nity Council, spoke of recent Negro
demonstrations and white counter-
demonstrations in the Milwaukee sub-
urb of Wauwatosa, and their adverse

effect on the progress being made in
breaking down employment barriers.

Sidney Zilber, Chairman of the
Cleveland Chapter, reported that, after
this year’s riot in Cleveland, community
leaders, spurred by the local Human
Relations Committee, evolved a num-
ber of practical measures to meet Ne-
groes’ needs. He suggested that AJC
chapters work to develop Negro com-
munity organizations, help Negro lead-
ers isolate extremists from the bulk of
the Negro population, encourage busi-
ness sponsorship of rehabilitated slum
housing, and stimulate public opinion
to support bond issues for needed im-
provements.

Nathan Perlmutter, Director of the
AJC Office of Domestic Affairs, sum-
marized the experiences and sugges-
tions made by members of the panel,
and noted that almost all the programs
presented constituted an “old agenda,”
remedial in nature. What was called
for now, he continued, were preventive
programs.

“The input we place today in plan-
ning where the low-cost housing pro-
ject will be located, whether to have
an educational park and where, can
prevent an output 10 years hence
of continued segregation, of chronic
slums,” he said.

He spoke of the need to be respon-
sive to Negro anti-Semitism without
sweeping it under the rug or using it as
thin rationalization for withdrawal.

New Chapter Programs

Increased chapter involvement with
race relations problems was urged by
delegates from all parts of the country
at the meeting of the Community Af-
fairs Committee. Melvan M. Jacobs,
CAC Chairman, presided.

Emphasis was placed on working
directly with Negroes in the communi-
ties to meet their needs; it was sug-
gested that AJC “combat teams” be
organized in 60 cities to deal with this
issue. Each chapter was urged to estab-
lish a Community Relations Committee
to develop projects and programs to fit
local conditions.

The session also heard reports on the
progress of the membership campaign;
the forthcoming second Community
Leadership Mission to Israel, Rome and
Paris; plans for future Community
Affairs Committee meetings; and the




question of continued AJC subvention
to the Chicago Bureau of Jewish Em-
ployment Problems. Speakers included
Harry Fleischman, AJC Director of
Race Relations; Samuel Katz, Com-
munity Services Director; and M. Mur-
ray Weisman, of Stamford.

Agitators and the Law

The meeting of the Civil Rights and
Civil Liberties and Domestic Affairs
Committees analyzed AJC positions on
(1) renewal by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission of the license of
radio station KTYM, of Inglewood,
Calif., which had broadcast a number
of anti-Semitic programs; and (2) court
action to stop agitators from holding
demonstrations likely to provoke riots.

Ely M. Aaron, of Chicago, member
of the Civil Rights and Civil Liberties
Committee and Honorary Member of
the Board of Governors, presided.

Following detailed discussion of the
KTYM case, the Committees voted to
recommend to the Board of Governors
that AJC support the Anti-Defamation
League, which has asked the FCC for
a hearing on the right of the station
owner to obtain a renewal of his license.
The Committees’ recommendation fol-
lowed a presentation of the factual
background of the case by Edwin ]J.
Lukas, Director of AJC’s Civil Rights
and Social Action Department.

On the question of court action to
prevent agitators from holding demon-
strations, the Committees examined ex-
periences in New York, Baltimore and
Chicago.

Following discussion, the Commit-
tees urged that a staff study be under-
taken to re-examine the concept of
“prior restraint” in the light of new con-
ditions and legal precedents.

Membership‘Progress

At a breakfast of the National Mem-
bership Campaign Cabinet, Elmer L.
Winter, Co-Chairman, reported that
the membership drive had exceeded
two-thirds of its goal and the cam-
paign was expected to be completed
by the next Annual Meeting.

Nathan Weisman, National Mem-
bership Director, reported that 26
chapters had already made use of the
membership film strip, “An Ounce of
Prevention.” Other speakers at the

Basic Books, Inc., and the Institute of
Human Relations Press of AJC have
! published Jews in the Mind of Amer-
| ica, by Charles Herbert Stember and
Others. The 413-page volume analyzes
public-opinion polls on the decline of
anti-Semitism in America since 1937,
with nine essays on the meaning of the
polls by leading social scientists and

meeting included Larry Phillips, prom-
inent leader in the New York Chapter
membership effort, and Harold Sher-
man Goldberg, New England Region
Membership Chairman.

Torah Reading

A dramatic, moving innovation this
year was the special reading in Hebrew

- and English of the Torah by M. Murray

Weisman, Chairman of the Stamford
Unit, at the opening of the Saturday
morning session.

In the Community

AJC programs at the local level, es-
pecially in the areas of executive suite
discrimination, were outlined in re-
ports and panel discussions at the
plenary session on “What’s New and
What's Next for AJC in the Commun-
ity.” Melvan M. Jacobs, Chairman,
Community Affairs Committee, pre-
sided.

In his opening statement, Mr. Jacobs
pointed to the local community as the
place of growth for AJC. He referred
to the expansion of offices and staff in
New Jersey and in Pittsburgh, Seattle
and New York, as positive steps in the
regionalization process, but added that
this was not sufficient to meet pressing
local issues like the increasing mobili-

. zation of extremists or complex civil

rights problems. What was needed, he
insisted, was greater personal partici-
pation by AJC members in the entire
spectrum of communal activities.

Elmer L. Winter announced that, as
of September, AJC had 41,200 mem-
bers. To reach the doubled member-
ship goal, 4,700 new units must still be
recruited, of which 1,000 are expected
from the intensified membership cam-
paign in New York. :

M E D NEEE @Y
BEBATES
historians. The book, which has been |
acclaimed by reviewers (‘. . . should
be fuel for debates and studies to
come''—Virginia Kirkus Bulletin), is |
available to AJC members at a special |
price of $9.50. (Order from your chap-
ter or directly from the AJC national
office, 165 East 56 Street, New York, |
N.Y. 10022.) !

Samuel Katz, Director, Community
Services Department, reviewed the
scope of chapter activities throughout
the country, including the Los Angeles
Chapter’'s Human Relations Institutes
with Loyola University; Long Island’s
work in combating discrimination
against employment of Jews in banks;
the Montclair (N.J.) Lay Interfaith
Team Program; and the Southwest
Regional Council’s co-sponsorship,
along with Catholic and Protestant
church groups, of the Interfaith Coun-
cil on Poverty in South Texas.

Executive suite discrimination in
banks, social clubs and universities was
discussed by a panel consisting of
Arthur Greenberg, Chairman, Los

- Angeles Chapter; Edward Moldover,

Chairman, Committee on Higher Edu-
cation of the New York Chapter;
Lawrence Bloomgarden, Director of
AJC'’s Business and Industry Division;
and Nathan Perlmutter, Director, AJC
Office of Domestic Affairs. Mr. Green-
berg analyzed the approach of the Los
Angeles Chapter to the problem of ex-
clusionary practices of two social clubs
there. Mr. Moldover focused on the
New_York Chapter’s efforts to combat
discrimination in the executive suite of
mutual savings banks.

Mr. Bloomgarden, responding to
questions relating to the stereotype of
Jews as being “too aggressive” for a
career in banking, noted that the Jew-
ish group is not homogeneous. Jews
have a variety of aspirations and inter-
ests, just as do Protestants and Cath
olics, he said.

After summing up the chscussxon,
Mr. Perlmutter declared that the exec-
utive suite program offered AJC an
opportunity to work quietly on a sig-
nificant problem, without either a dra-
matic crisis or a dangerous threat being
involved.
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(continued)

Jewish Identity

Presiding at the session on AJC’s
projected Jewish identity program,
Mrs. Leon C. Sunstein, Jr., past Presi-
dent, Philadelphia Chapter, pointed
out the difficulties of defining Jewish-
ness today and of planning effectively
in this area.

Maynard I. Wishner, of Chicago,
Chairman of the recent AJC Midwest
Conference on Community Program-
ming for Jewish Identity, reported that
conference participants had suggested
the following:

1. AJC should become a “voice for
perfection” in improving Jewish edu-
cational standards.

2. New channels must be found to
reach college-age youth and members
of the intellectual and scientific elite
who have become alienated from Jew-
ish traditions.

3. Chapters must alert communities
to the need for additional allocations
from Federations and Welfare Funds
for Jewish education.

4. New tools for a meaningful Jewish
survival must be evolved, including
intra-Jewish dialogues, adult education
programs, “retreats” for AJC and other
Jewish community leaders, research in-
to the history of Jewish communities,
and demographic studies.

Following a discussion of the ration-
ale for AJC involvement, Dr. Slawson
traced AJC’s history in this work,
noting that it began with a “mental
health” approach, i.e., the quest for an
integrated Jewish personality that
could relate well to other groups in a
pluralistic society. Now, he continued,
we have gone well beyond this to a
conception of Judaism as a great civili-
zation, which has contributed vastly to
the moral and ethical framework of the
Western world. AJC should act as com-
munity catalyst, he said, not compete
with existing institutions. In closing, he
called for an Institute of Jewish Iden-
tity, with a program of fundamental
research in the area.

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, AJC Di-
rector of Interreligious Affairs, sug-
gested that AJC should not simply hop
on ‘the currently popular bandwagon
of Jewish education, but first take an
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inventory of what is already being
done in the field.

Concluding the session, Rabbi Ed-
ward Zerin, newly named Director of
AJC’s Jewish Communal Affairs De-
partment, related that the primary in-
gredient of Jewish identity must be
personal commitment, with each per-
son determining for himself the form

.that this commitment shall take.

Honors and Awards

Max Freedman and Joseph M. Berne,
founding members of the Cleveland
Chapter, received Human Relations
Awards at the Executive Board din-
ner. Irving M. Engel made the pre-
sentations. Preceding the dinner, Mr.
Freedman (a former AJC Vice Presi-
dent) and Mr. Berne were honored at
a cocktail reception addressed by AJC
President Morris B. Abram. Alex Miller
and Alfred Soltz served as Chairman
and Co-Chairman, respectively.

Executive Board Dinner

A ringing reaffirmation by Morris B.
Abram of AJC'’s determination to con-
tinue the fight for civil rights and to
oppose prejudice; an encouraging re-
port by Philip E. Hoffman, Chairman,
Board of Governors, on the implemen-
tation in Europe of the Ecumenical
Council declaration on the Jews; and
a call by Representative Charles L.
Weltner (D.-Ga.) for renewed com-
mitment by all to “a new American
dream of equality” highlighted the
combined Executive Board dinner and
Cleveland Chapter Annual Dinner.

In his address, Mr. Abram insisted
that Jews must be particularly con-
cerned with white backlash “because
we, of all people, know the perilous
contradictions historically inherent in
progress.” He pointed out that “Jews
have not withdrawn from the struggle
of the Negro American to achieve full
equality and we do not intend to. . . .
Rather, we shall intensify our efforts to
create fair and full housing, full em-
ployment, good and integrated quality
schools,” However, he stressed “we
shall also continue to fight anti-Semi-
tism wherever we find it,” for “racism
is racism and hatred is hatred, and it is
dangerous whatever its source.”

Mr. Hoffman, just back from a three-
week mission to six countries in West-

ern Europe, stated that substantial
progress was being made at Catholic
institutions of many countries in elim-
inating negative references to Jews in
Catholic textbooks. In the Netherlands,
he reported, he met with representa-
tives of the Roman Catholic, Dutch Re-
formed and Remonstrant churches and
the heads of Dutch Jewry and re-
viewed interfaith steps taken.

In Austria, Mr. Hoffman reported,
the Church “is doing magnificent work
in connection with the revision of text-
books.” However, he found many Aus-
trian officials reluctant to take vigorous
steps to combat neo-nazism. As a con-
sequence of his talks with Austrian
Chancellor Josef Klaus, he added, the
Chancellor undertook to meet with
Church leaders “to try to work out a
better way of educating the Austrian
people so that they might do away with
this resurgent nazism.”

Mr. Weltner said the resurgence of

_ political extremists in this country

“raises the question of whether Amer-
ica will become a battlefield of ex-
tremes only. The extremist right . . . has
increased, as have its invective and ir-
responsibility. Racial tensions, which
always were in the forefront down
South, have emerged elsewhere in this
country as an underlying current of
vast dimensions.” He called on political
leaders to “fashion new standards” and
lead the way “in pursuit of a new
American dream of equality.”

Chapter Leadership Meeting

The Sunday breakfast during Execu-
tive Board meetings has now become a
tradition — the one opportunity for
chapter leadership to meet informally
with national officers, to discuss any-
thing and everything on their minds
concerning AJC. The breakfast this
weekend was especially well-attended.
Forty-odd chapter and unit leaders
were present, and there was full and
frank discussion of needs still unmet,
especially in the area of national and
local communications.

Urban Condition

A major program for AJC’s Depart-
ment of Education and Urban Pro-
gramming was unanimously approved
at the plenary session on “AJC and the
Urban Condition.”



Presiding at the session, David Sher,
of New York, Honorary Member of the
Board of Governors, pointed out that
since 87 per cent of American Jews live
in cities of over 250,000 population,
“the condition of the city is bound to
affect the condition of the Jews.” He
added that “the Jew has . . . a special
skill in developing the kind of com-
munity institutions that the Negro
wants and needs. It is in the very con-
text of the city that these can be pro-
vided and that the Jew can play a
noteworthy role.”

The keynote speaker, Representative
James H. Scheuer, former President of
the New York Chapter and member of
the Board of Governors, suggested that
“there is a tremendous role AJC can
play in testifying before Congressional
committees . . . supporting larger and
more meaningful programs that will
radically improve the quality of urban
life.” Chapters, he added, should be
thinking about how to improve their
local school systems, and stimulating
volunteers for the Head Start and
vista programs. He suggested that
chapters explore with local corpora-
tions their participation in training pro-
grams for unskilled, illiterate workers.

Raphael D. Silver, Vice Chairman,
Cleveland Chapter, analyzing urban
problems in his city, said that “as mem-
bers of the American Jewish Commit-
tee, we have a responsibility to concern
ourselves with specific political and
expedient means by which we can help
to create the climate for change.”

Irving Levine, Director, Department
of Education and Urban Programming,
analyzed the problems of diverse
ethnic groups in the cities and called
for programs “so generic that they meet
the problems of all groups including
the special needs of the Negroes.”

Elections

At the final plenary session, Morris
B. Abram conducted elections to the
Board of Governors, Board of Trustees
and Nominating Committee. Elected
as Life Members of the Board of Gov-
ernors were: Jacob Blaustein, Louis
Caplan, Herbert B. Ehrmann, Irving
M. Engel, Samuel D. Leidesdorf, Hon.
Joseph M. Proskauer and Hon. Horace
Stern. Newly elected Honorary Mem-
bers are: Samuel E. Aronowitz, Mrs.
Jacob Blaustein, Julius H. Cohn, Syl-

van Cole, Martin Gang and Walter S.
Hilborn. Newly elected members of
the Board are: Philip I. Berman, Avern
Cohn, Leo M. Davis, Edward E. Elson,
Mrs. Ruth R. Goddard, David Gold-
wasser, Irving Kane and Maynard L
Wishner. Newly elected Board of
Trustees members are: Arthur B.
Belfer, Nathan Cummings, Irving
Mitchell Felt, William Mazer, Jerome
A. Newman and Milton C. Weisman.
The Nominating Committee for the
coming year will be: Richard Maass,
Chairman; Hon. Matthew Brown, Leo
M. Davis, Mrs. Jack A. Goldfarb,
Arthur. N. Greenberg, Joseph C. Kal-
tenbacher, Mrs. Marshall J. Mantler,
Mervin H. Riseman, Robert E. Sinton,
Hon. Theodore Tannenwald, Jr., and
Maynard I. Wishner.

Status of Jews Abroad

A broad review of AJC’s foreign-
affairs program was outlined at the
concluding plenary session. Richard
Maass, Chairman, Foreign Affairs
Committee, presided.

Mr. Maass reviewed such recent
developments as the publication of
Insight, AJC’s new bulletin on develop-

-ments affecting Jews in Eastern Eu-

rope; an AJC-sponsored analysis of
trends in Russia as they affect Soviet
Jewry; AJC’s affiliation with the Center
for Research in Collective Psychopa-
thology at Sussex University in Eng-
land; plans for a monument in New
York for the 6,000,000 Jewish martyrs;
publication of studies by our Paris
office on the Jewish population of
France; completion of studies, at the
Sperry Center at Pro Deo University
in Rome, of Catholic.textbooks.used. in
Italy and Spain; and AJC participation
in the International Conference for
Christian-Jewish Understanding, held
in August at Cambridge University.
Stressing the problem of anti-Semitism
in Latin America, the Chairman briefly
reviewed the work of AJC’s new office
in Mexico City.

Gerard Weinstock, Co-Chairman,
Committee on Israel, reported on his
recent trip to Israel with Mr. Maass to
participate in the dedication of the new
Knesset building. He noted that AJC’s
Tel Aviv office was conducting a study
of Arab-Jewish relationships in Israel,
and that AJC was attempting to set up
a dialogue between Arab students and

Jews in the U.S. He reported also that
AJC had been invited to present six
programs over the Israeli radio.

The status of Jews in Argentina was
discussed by Henry Raymont, New
York Times reporter, formerly in

_Buenos Aires. He noted that the pres-

ent military government there had
abolished all constitutional guarantees,
but that so far the situation of the Jews
was not markedly different from that of
others in the middle class.

Dr. Simon Segal, Director, Foreign
Affairs Department, commented that
there were no signs of Jewish mass
emigration from Argentina. However,
he noted the possibility of an economic
squeeze which would seriously affect
the middle class, including the Jews.

"OTHER NEWS
Awards to U.S. Cardinals

In a ceremony unprecedented in the
history of America’s religious commu-
nities, AJC presented commemorative
plaques to the American cardinals and
to Archbishop Patrick O’Boyle of
Washington, Chairman of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops, at a

reception at The Catholic University in

Washington on Nov. 13. The awards
were presented in “heartfelt apprecia-
tion” of the leadership given by Amer-
ica’s Catholic hierarchy in behalf of the
Vatican Council’s “Jewish declaration”
and of its implementation.

In behalf of the nation’s Catholic
bishops, Cardinal Spellman received a
set of two tablets of the Ten Com-
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mandments, hand-wrought in Hebrew
letters, made of silver and bronze
quarried from mines in the Holy Land.
In his response, the Cardinal presented
a scroll to AJC and pledged that “the
Catholic Church in this country will do
everything it possibly can to implement
the spirit as well as the letter” of the
Vatican Council’s declaration. Each of
the cardinals present received a plaque
based on the design of Torah breast-
plates, and a plaque in memory of the
late Albert Cardinal Meyer of Chicago
was accepted by Archbishop John P.
Cody of that city.

Breakthrough in Banking

The first breakthrough in what is
hoped will become a nationwide effort
by commercial banks to remove religi-
ous barriers in executive employment
has occurred in Philadelphia. John R.
Bunting, Jr., Executive Vice President,
First Pennsylvania Banking and Trust
Co., announced that the bank was ac-
tively looking for Jewish applicants
who might eventually qualify for top
positions.

Mr. Bunting’s statement was made at
the annual meeting of the Philadelphia
Chapter Oct. 26. He said his organiza-
tion was seeking to eliminate “the sub-
tle anti-Jewish atmosphere that the
young Jewish trainee thinks that he
feels” in American commercial banks,
by bringing “a leading Jewish figure
into the power structure of our bank.”

The announcement followed by less
than two months the publication of an
A]JC survey documenting widespread
executive suite discrimination in lead-
ing commercial banks.

In another development, the New
York Chapter reported that one year
after its survey on discrimination in
employment in the city’s mutual sav-
ings banks, top management had in-
creased the number of Jewish trustees
by more than one-third, although the
number of Jewish executive officers re-
mained substantially the same.

Commenting on the report, Frank
Wille, New York State Superintendent
of Banks, declared that “much more
needs to be done, but your experience
over the last year shows that an affirma-

8

tive effort to seek out qualified mem-
bers of minority groups to serve as
savings bank trustees can be success-
ful”

Aid to Israel’s Industry

Practical ways in which American
businessmen can help strengthen Is-
rael’s industry and spur Israel-U.S.
trade were explored at a meeting of
members of the AJC Committee on
Israel with Nachum Shamir, Economic
Minister of Israel in the U.S., on Nov.
22. The meeting followed a suggestion
made by Israel Ambassador Avraham
Harman at a recent meeting of AJC
leaders.

Mr. Shamir pointed out that Israel
possesses some types of highly skilled
labor which are in short supply in the
U.S. He noted that many Israeli com-
panies could act as subcontractors for
American companies to manufacture
products or components in the follow-
ing industries: Electronics, pharma-
ceuticals, chemicals (industrial chem-
icals and food industry), printing
(books, advertisements, greeting cards,
scientific translations), woodworking
(plywood, formica, furniture, uphol-
stered furniture and upholstery fab-
rics ), fashions and apparel, metalwork-
ing, industrial planning, development
of new industrial processes, construc-
tion detail planning, and the recovery,

storage and purification of water re-

sources.

A]JC plans to arrange meetings be-
tween Mr. Shamir and groups of AJC
members in particular industries to ex-
plore specific arrangements. Any mem-

bers who are interested, or know of -

other persons who may be, should con-
tact George E. GCruen, Israel and
Middle East specialist, at AJC head-
quarters in New York

Appeal Campaign Highlights

Saul Horowitz, Jr., is serving as
Chairman of the 1966 Goal Achieve-
ment Campaign of the Appeal for

‘Human Relations. During December,

the drive seeks renewal of all previous
contributions, to bring the campa:gn
results closer to the year’s goal. Orin

Lehman, Treasurer of the New York
Appeal, has urged prompt payment of

- all pledges to meet the need for cash.
* The fall campaign, now concluding,

witnessed an unprecedented number
of events both in New York and
throughout the country.

Three AJC Leaders Mourned

AJC mourns the passing of three stal-
wart leaders: Julius S. Loewenthal,
Joseph Ross and Sol Satinsky. Mr.
Loewenthal, 58, was former Secretary
and Vice President of AJC and former
President of the New York Chapter.
Mr. Ross, 52, was Chairman of the Do-
mestic Affairs Committee, member of
the Board of Governors, and former Vice
President. Mr. Satinsky, 66, was a mem-
ber of the Executive Board, Board of
Covernors and Board of Trustees.

Personalities

Jacob Blaustein, AJC Honorary Pres-
ident, received the 1966 Scopus Award
of the American Friends of the Hebrew
University at a dinner Nov. 21 in New
York. At the dinner, Mr. Blaustein an-
nounced a $500,000 gift to the Univer-
sity for the creation on its Jerusalem
campus of the Blaustein Center for
American Studies . . . Mr. Blaustein
spent a week in Israel early in Novem-
ber, conferring with Prime Minister
Eshkol and other top officials regarding
security, political and economic prob-
lems. Mr. Blaustein has also been se-
Jected recipient of the 1966 Brandeis
Award of the Baltimore Zionist District.

Mrs. Charles H. Finkelstein, Presi-
dent of the Greater Miami Chapter,
has been elected to the National Board
of the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. She has
also been named a Citationist in the
Lane Bryant Annual Awards Competi-
tion, in recognition of outstanding
community service.

Cecil A. Alexander, Jr., of Atlanta,

~has been named by Mayor Ivan Allen,

Jr., to head a new Housing Resources
Committee. This group of business and
community leaders will help stimu-
late private development of housing
units for low income families . . . Mrs.
Leon C. Sunstein, Jr., has been elected
Chairman of the Pennsylvama Ameri-
cans for Democratic Action . . . Presi-
dent Johnson has named Raymond D.
Nasher, former Chairman, Dallas Chap-
ter, to a committee to review recom-
mendations of the White House Con-
ference on International Cooperation.

—EUGENE SATTLER
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Coniinwed from Page 34

come to light, we may even-
tually have the whole thing.
Epic’s performance is uni-
formly excellent, with Wolf-
gang Goennenwein conduct-
ing the Stuttgart Madrigal
Choir and Pforzheim Cham-
ber Orchestra, and' enough
cross-flutes, oboes d’amore,
lutes, and gambas to satisfy

the most adamant baroque - -
purist. Emmy Lisken’s alto /'

voice stands out among the
soloists, but soprano Helen
Erwin and tenor Georg Jel-

den are by no means far be- .
hind. Authentic or not, this is -

drawer musical event.  /

'EPIC has also observed that

there is more of the ecu-
niencial spirit in the pesent-
day music industry than ever
before, by releasing “The
Jewish Holiday Album’ (BN
26172). Traditional musical
selections honoring the speci-
fic Jewish holidays are per-
formed by an English studio
group called the. Heritage
Chorus and Orchestra, a
name which leads us to be-
lieve that they may have been
assembled for this occasion.

What leads to the conclu-
sion that this album is some-
thing really special, in addi-
tion to the quality of perform-
ance, is the inclusion of an
explanatory text on the tradi-
tions of Judaism by Rabbi
Mare H. Tannenbaum, who is
generally regarded as’ the
leader and spokesman of the
‘“‘new movement” in his
faith. Rabbi Tannenbaum
was the only Jewish leader

.-, invited to the Second Vatican

_ pears to be one of those rare

RABBI TANNENBAUM

over extreme persecution. In-
cidentally, he has adopted a
new fransliteration. from the
Hebrew, preferring Chanuk-
‘koh, td Hannukah or Cha-
nukkah, Rosh Hashonoh to
Rosh Hashana Sukkos to Suk-
koth, Shouvos to Shabouth,
and so forth. But the word is
not so important as the spirit, *
and in this element, Rabbi
Tannenbaum is exceedingly(
rich.

Rabbi Tannenbaum ap-

men who can guard and
guide the preservation of tra-
ditions without impounding
them. In an age which is bent
upon throwing the baby out
with the bath-water—and eth-
ical values along with dogma
—his is a voice to be heard
and considered.
Beethoven Cycle

Epic and the Juilliard
String Quartet have finally
gotten around to a Beethoven
cycle, putting the ‘“‘middle”
quartets of Opp. 59 and 74

- into a single package (BSC.

Council — which virtually
wrote anti-Semitism out of
Catholic education—and "has
been active in the civil rights
movement in this country as
founder of the National Con-

ference on Race and Religion.

Channukkah Chanukkah
He writes succinctly: intel-

. ligently, and with the kind of

lucidity which will be wel-
comed by Jews and non-Jews
alike. For.example, he ex-
plains that Chanukkah is not
the Jewish equivalen{ of
Christmas. hut is a minor
Christmas, but is a minor
holiday which has attained
latter-day importance be-
cause of recent triumphs

This World] ‘Sané

152) and thereby placing

" themselves in competition
-with the Loewenguth, the

Amadeus: and the Budapest,
to whom they can give cards,
spades and a couple of aces,
and with the Fine Aris (see.
last week’s roundup), with

whom they can barely hold |

their own.

The Fine Arts’ perform-
ance is perhaps the more ro-
mantie, the Juilliard’s more
puristic. Yet, neither group is
given to excess in either di-
rection. The primary differ-
ence is one of technical ap-
proach. Where the Fine Arts
stress individuality of voices,
the Juilliard strives toward a -
homcephonous tonal blend;
and in each case the argu-
ment is borne out by the son-
ic engineers, who always
seem to have the final say in
such matters. J

Speaking of competition, a
man who has virtually none
is flutist Jean-Pierre Ram-
pal, who has set down the de-
finitive recorded perform-,
ance of the Handel Flute So-
patas for Epic (BSC 153),
along with his long-time part-
ner- harpsichordist Robert
Veyron-Lacroix. '

Argo
Argo

London's Argo label also

has a pair of Christmas pro-

grams on tap, the first being (|
Jdy! Déderhbser 12, - F9E5T™ i ¢t~ -
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- “A Fastival of Lessons and

Carols” (ZRG 5450), which is
actually a Gospel service
with traditional music re-
corded last Christmas Eve in
King's College Chapel on the
Cambridge University cam-
pus. The second, "*Sir Christ-

.mas"” (ZRG 5446) is indeed

an oddity, being a collection
of ancient and modern
Christmas poems in new ar-
rangements and settings by
various composers, and sung
by the Elizabethan Singers.
Fred Waring with a Cam-
bridge accent, as it were.

Something that has nothing
to do with the holidays, but is
of too much interest to pass
by, is London-Argo’s re-
cordings of English poetry
read by actor Richard Bur-
ton. Burion’s feeling for flor-
id language is particularly
suited to “Poems of Dylan
Thomas” (RG 43), beginning
with “In My Craft and Sullen
Art” and ending with “And
Death Shall Have No Do-
minion.”’” On another album,

“Poems of Samuel Taylor
‘Coleridge” (RG 438), he

reads the Mariner's role in
‘““The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner,” with Robert Hardy
as the Wedding Guest and
‘John Neville as narrator. I
highly recommend these to
those who have not yet
learned that there’s a lot
more to this remarkable fel-
low besides Mr. Liz Taylor.

‘./ Claude Monteux, the flute

playing son of the late con-

’ductor Pierre Monteux. has

just recorded four 18th centu-
ry flute concertns with the
Academy of St. Martin 1n the
Fields. The most interesting
work is the Concerto in C by
Gretry. Johann Quantz’ D
major is not as fine a work
as the Concerto in C by Le-
clair, but it outshines Loeil-
let’s highly derivative Con-
certo in D. Monteux plays
with skill and sensitlivity
(Oiseau-Lyre 279).
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SPEAKERS

The BIG difference in sound is
in speakers. Most modern amplifi-
ers are so good, there's little dif-
ference between them.

But speakers—ah, there's an-
other matter—big differences you
can hear] Quality speakers with
any good amplifier will sourd
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speanurs in sentastically-griced =
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with truly great sound, try
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Garrard AT 60
changer & base
ADC, Shure, or Pickering
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Necessary connecting wires
Two-Year Parts Warranty
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JUDAISM

Dialogue with Christians

This decade’s spirit of ecumenism,
until now limited to cooperation among
Christians, is reaching out to Jews as
well. Building on the Second. Vatican
Council’s Declaration on Non-Christian
Religions and similar brotherly state-
ments by the World Council of Church-
es, Christian leaders are eager to bring
Judaism into interfaith explorations.
Last year one such friendly dialogue,
involving 26 Catholic and Jewish schol-
ars, took place at St. Vincent Archab-
bey in Latrobe, Pa. Lutherans have
held four theological discussions with

ART SHAY

GILBERT
From a fear of conversion to a framework for conversation.

BERKOVITS -

Jewish scholars at Concordia Seminary
in St. Louis. Harvard Divinity School
is planning a symposium in October on
Jewish-Christian dialogue for its 150th
anniversary this year.

But ecumenical discussion raises
sharp questions among Jews, many of
whom find it hard to forgive the centu-
ries in which churches did little or noth-
ing to discourage anti-Semitism. Thus
the Jewish community is bitterly divid-
ed about whether to accept the chal-
lenge of theological interchange, and
what the talk should be about.

Ending Hostility. Strongest advocates
of Jewish-Christian cooperation are
Jewish service agencies in the U.S., such
as B'nai B'rith and the American Jewish
Committee, which discreetly ‘but effec-
tively lobbied in Rome for passage of
Vatican II's condemnation of anti-Semi-
tism. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum of the
AJ.C., for example, believes that nei-
ther side is ready yet to talk theology,
but sees no reason for Jews to fear that
the dialogue with Christianity will in-
volve a disguised attempt at conversion.
On the contrary, he argues, it represents
a ‘“chance to change a relationship
which has lasted two millennia™ and is
based on mutual hostility and ignorance.

Columnist Harry Golden once joking-
ly suggested that Jewish leaders gather
in Jerusalem to issue a declaration ex-
onerating Christians from their crimes
against Judaism. More seriously, Rabbi
Arthur Gilbert of B'nai B'rith’s Anti-
Defamation League feels that Jews must
indeed be prepared to recognize that
neither all Christians nor Christianity it-
self -is responsible for the anti-Semitism

60
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of the past. He also warns that a con-
dition of true dialogue is for Christians
to forsake their “patronizing attitude”
that the Jews are “a fossilized people
who now must wander through time
awaiting that moment at God’s discre-
tion when, in order to achieve the full-
ness of religious life, they will accept
Jesus as the Christ.” '
Many Orthodox Jews are convinced
that Christians cannot abandon this
idea: .implicit in Christianity is the be-
lief that Jesus supplanted the law of
Moses, and that the churches represent
a new [srael. In the current issue of the
quarterly Judaism, Rabbi Eliezer Ber-
kovits of Hebrew Theological College

JAMES F. COYNE

TANENBAUM . SOLOVEITCHIK

in Skokie, IIl., bluntly argues that theo-
logical discourse is meaningless, since
“Judaism is Judaism because it rejects
Christianity, and Christianity is Chris-
tianity because it rejects Judaism.” Even
though the two faiths have a Bible to
share, Berkovits notes, it means some-
thing entirely different to each. For the
Jew, the Hebrew Bible is complete in
itself; for the Christian, the Bible must
have the New Testament to be the final
revelation of God in Christ.

A Private Faith. A more cautious op-
ponent of dialogue is the foremost U.S.
interpreter of Orthodox Judaism, Bos-
ton’s Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik, whose
followers reverentially refer to him sim-
ply as “the Rav” (teacher). Soloveit-
chik believes that, while Christians and
Jews can cooperate on political and so-
cial issues, theology is another matter.
Any discussion centered on faith, he ar-
gues, is futile, and threatens to place
Judaism in the untenable position of be-
ing “an object of observation, judgment
and evaluation” by Christianity. Besides,
he says, the Jewish faith is something
too private and sacred to be debated.

Soloveitchik’s view on Christian-Jew-
ish dialogue has been formally endorsed
by the Orthodox Rabbinical Council of
America. By and large, the leaders of
Reform Judaism seem more open to the
possibility of theological discussion; this
month, for example, the Union of Amer-
ican Hebrew Congregations, which
unites Reform synagogues; is sponsoring
a symposium on the question of God,
featuring Christian and Jewish theolo-
gians. Spokesmen for Conservative Ju-
daism, which bridges the gap between

Reform and Orthodoxy, are deeply wor-
ried that Jews may be assimilated into a
predominantly Christian culture. but
they too are prepared to risk theologi-
cal conversations. On balance, U.S. Ju-
daism appears willing to answer Chris-
tianity’s R.S.V.P. with.a-cautious yes.

ROMAN CATHOLICS
Lex Dubia Non Obligat

The many Roman Catholic voices,
lay and clerical alike, clamoring for
change in the church’s stand against
contraception are deeply eroding the
force of Rome’s ban on birth control.

Three years ago, Pope John XXIII
quietly appointed a small pontifical com-
mission to study birth control. After
John's death, Paul VI enlarged it, but
the experts found themselves hopelessly
divided about how to update the
church’s position. Pope Paul recently
revamped the commission again by
naming 16 top prelates as members—
and let them know that he would like to
have some sort of consensus by June.
The very reconsideration of the tradi-
tional stand on birth control is one ma-

jor factor in weakening the ban.

Priests know that millions of married
Catholics .are now ignoring the rules al-
together. As it happens, some competent
theologians maintain that they are ex-

actly right. Writing for the Toronto

Globe & Mail, Augustinian Theologian
Gregory Baum of the University of
Toronto argues that since church lead-
ers are themselves divided about con-
traception, ‘lay Catholics are free to
follow their own conscience on the mat-
ter, on the principle of Lex dubia non
obligat (a doubtful law does not oblige).
Father Baum, a peritus (adviser) at the
Second Vatican Council, believes that
condemnation of contraception is a mat-

. ter of discipline that involves neither

the church’s infallibility nor divine reve-
lation, and thus is subject to change.

.Although Pope Paul urged Catholics to
.abide by the old rules until a new de-
.cision was reached, Baum insists that
.the papal words were more in the na-

ture of a request than an order.
Baum is not alone. With the implicit

consent of Julius Cardinal Dépfner, a

committee of moral theologians in the
archdiocese of Munich drew up a mes-
sage of guidance for marriage lecturers
on the birth-control problem. Their rec-
ommendation was that couples who
practice contraception “not lightly and
habitually but rather as a regrettable
emergency solution” could receive
Holy Communion.

Dopfner is a vice president of the en-
larged pontifical commission that meets
for the first time in Rome this week—
and faces up to its dilemma: How can
the church now open the way toward
birth control without contradicting the
dogmatic-sounding condemnation of
past Popes? But how can the church re-
affirm the old prohibition and not face
the formal disobedience of millions who
feel that they have no other choice?

TIME, APRIL 22, 1966



U& ;

Jews Join

By JACK
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Christian unity.

Both interreligious dialogue in

And Episcopalians
In 2-day Symposium

Of the Gazette Staff

Ecumenism, a term that has come into its own in the
last decade, usually suggests the recent series of dialogues §
between Roman Catholics and Protestants concerning purely

Simultaneous with the growth of such ecumenical
./ideas, however, has been the emergence of a less publicized |
but equally vibrant growth—that toward an establishment
of harmony between Christianity and Judaism.

ARKANSAS GAZETTE, Wed., April 19, 1967, =

Cathorics
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this broader.sense and ecumen.
ism in the strict sense are
themes being dealt with during
*la two-day Interreligious Sympo-

Ji
end of the Old Testament.”

udaism ceased to exist at the

Rabbi Tapenbaum said that

"W

night at Trinity Episcopal
“|thedral.: |

+/sium thai coaovened Tuesday

ing to regard the moders age as

Ca.
a ‘““post-Christinn era,” he be-

lieves, to the contrary, that ours §

The symposium is spousored
by the Cathedral, St, John's
Seminary and Temple B'nai
Israel, all of which will be sites
for lectures and discassions.

In a sense, the symposium is
an outgrowth of centennial
anniversary celebrations of the
copgregation of Temple B'nai
Israel, whose rabbi, Dr. Elijab
E. Paloick, is serving
moderator for the discussions.
The symposium has the full
sanction of an interfaith com-
mittee on arrangements, which
includes a number of clergymen
and laymen in Littde Rock, and
of Most Rev. Albert L. Fletcher,
bishop of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Litde Rock; Right
,Rev. Robert R. Brown, bishop
of the Episcopal Diocese of
Arkansas; and Dr. Ira E.
Sanders, rabbi emeritus of
Congregation B'nai Israel.

The principals of the two-day
meeting are Rabbi Mare H.
Tanenbaum, national director of
interreligious affairs of the
American Jewish Committee,
New York; Dr. J. V. Langmead
Casserley, professor of philos.
ophy of religion at Seabury.
Western Theolqgical Seminary
at Evanpston, Ill.; and Rev.
Roland E. Murphy, professor of
Old Testament at Catholic Uni.
‘Iversity at Washington.

Tanenbaum'’s Subject:
‘Myths and Realities’

Rabbi Tanenbaum spoke on
*Judaism and Chnistianity —
Myths and Realities” Tuesday
oight.

Addressing an overflow crowd
at the Cathedral, Rabbi Tanen-
baum reminded his Christian
and Jewish audience that Chris-
tians and Jews together consti-
tuted less than a third of the
|world's population and would
become a minority of 11 or 12
per cent by the year 2000.

“We are, in fact, in exile —
pilgrim people seeking, questing
the way to the new Jerusalem,”
“ihe said.

*| Meanwhile, he said, Orientai
"Ireligions have revived in recemt
'Himes and, in Africr and Asir
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is a “preChristian era” in the

“serve to unite al bumanity"
and to close the classic gaps
between societies and classes,

marks, as will be the praetice
at the symposium’s two other
sessions, the three principals
participated in general discus-

when he said, ‘““We need not §

thesis and an antithesis in a
dialogue, as jong as we can i
have human solidarity, human
love and ¢common efforts, and
understanding and respect o o
We can have a resolution if we
merely decide to differ not in
enmity and suspicion, but in
comradeship, love and human,
understanding."

a.m. toda
“Dialogue and Ideology." Fa.
ther Murphy will speak at 7:30
tonight at the Temple on *'The
Christian and Jewish Bible."

newsmen Tuesday night at the
Hotel Albert Pike on interreli.
gious dialogue, its purpose and
its effect. Their approach was
low-keyed.

ple, remarked that the current

o
s
"

fined as
?rismogy" formed a basis for

cluded the possibility of Jewish
?zrger, but that many levels of
nevertheless existed, particular.
ly the mutual “reverence for
sacred
one

imlpergti\f! that Jews be includ-
ed in jointfaith undertakings in
sech areas as Africa and
America, where he said, “Marx.
ists and Castroites have made .
greal inroads on our youth|lion sn the first round, though,’
because of their exqlusion fcum Father Murphy said. “What is
011;153':&11 soricty.”

ensc that Christianity can

After Rabbi Tanenbaum’s re

ion with the audience.
Dr. Casserley drew applause 3

ave a symthesis between a

Participants in Interreligious Symposium
Rabbi E. E. Palnik (standing, left) of Temple Tanenbaum, Rev. Roland E. Murphy and Dr.

B'nai Israel with (from left) Rabbi Marc H.

J. V. Langmead Casserley.

{3
involved and interested in Jew.T — N
ish-Christian dialogue and with
dialogue between Christians,”
he said. "I believe that ecumen-
ism in the sense of humanism
for the whole human family is
what we are striving for."

Fagher Casseriey broadened
the definition of ecumenism to
incorporate not only interreli-
gious dialogues but those be-|.
tween Christians and represent-
atives of such purely secular
forces as communism. He said
that interreligious dialogues
should include Moslems and,
eventually, representatives of
other world faiths.

“There have been promising
results in such dialogues in
Europe,” he said.

Father Murphy characterized
the npature of interreligious
dirlogues as an involvement of
““charity, (friendship, dialogue
and understanding.”

He cooceded, however. in)
answer to a question, that there|,
were “problematic areas' in's
ecumenism — most important!
of which was the possibility of 3
concurrent laxity m religious:
dogma by parties to the dia,
logue. I

“You're nnt goins tu iace Lic

Dr. Casserley will speak at 10
y at the Semivary on

-

The three talked briefly with

—

Rabbi Tanenbaum, for exam-

ymposium should not be re-
arded as an  example of
synchrotism,” which he de-
“a false idea of
ynthesis.” He said “a shared

hristian ecumenism and ex-

ewish Christian understanding

seripture and belief in
God.”
Rabbi Tanenbaum said it was

atin

most important is simply
a Jew, 1 am greatlylling together.”
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