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Dr. MARC H. TANENBAUM 
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Dr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, nector of International 
Relations of American Jewis Committee. has a long 
and distinguished career in international human 
righlS, world refugee. world hunger, and foreign rela
lions concerns . 

Formerly the AJC's national interreligious affairs director, Rabbi Tanenba~m was 
designated in a recent national poll as "one of the ten most influential and respected 
religious leaders in America." A cover story in New York magazine described Dr. 
Tanenbaum as "the foremost Jewish ecumenical leader in the world today .• , 

Dr. Tanenbaum has served as a member of the prestig"iOuS Human Rights 
Research Committee of the Foreign PolicV Association's Study 01 Priorities for the 
1980s. In recent years, he has testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Commit· 
lee and the House Foreign Affairs Committee on "Moral Imperatives in the Forma
tion of American Foreign Policy." He has also testified before Congressional com
mil lees on world refugee and world hunger problems, and played a key role in 
organizing White House conferences on Foreign Aid and Energy Conservation. 

President Jimmy Carter invited Dr. Tanenbaum as the American Jewish leader 
. among ten national religious and academic spokesmen to discuss " the State of the 
Nation" al Camp David summit meetings in 1979. He was also appointed as a mem~ 
ber of the Advisory Committee of the President'S Commission on the Holocaust. 

At the invilation of the International Rescue Commitlee. he joined delegations of 
prominent Amencan leaders to carry out three separate fact ~finding investigations 
of the plight of the Vietnamese "boat people" and Cambodian refugees. which con· 
tributed to the saving of tens of thousands of lives of _Indochinese refugees. He has 
organized many relief efforts for victims of war and conflict, including Lebanese, 
Nigerians, Ugandans, the Falashas of Ethiopia, Haitians, AfghaniS, Central 
Americans and Polish refugees. He is a founder and co-chairman of the National In
terreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, which aids oppressed Jews and Christians 
in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. . 

In March 1979, he was invited to consutt with Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and 
German parliamentary officials in Bonn on the abolition of the statute of limitations 
on Nazj war criminals, ~"""'""< cA.. ... ,I"~ 

Dr. Tanenbaum is a founde~ aM leading membe~ of the joint liaison committee of 
the Vatican Secretariat on Catholic-Jewish Relations and the International Jewish 
Committee for Interreligious Consultations IIJCIC). and of a similar body with the 
World Council of Churches. He was the only rabbi al Vatican Council II . and parti.ci
pated in the first official audience of World Jewish leaders with Pope John Paull! in 
Vatican City . He was alsQ the first Jewish leader to address 4,000 delegates attend
ing Ihe Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Vancouver in July ,1983. 

He served as consultant to the NBC-TV nine-hour special "Holocaust" and earlier 
was consultant to the special "Jesus of Nazareth," 

He has lectured at major universities, seminaries, religious and educational bodies 
in the United States, Europe and Israel. and al numerous national and international 
conferences. Rabbi Tanenbaum is the author or editor of several published books 
and of numerOUS articles, '-. 
3/86 
86-550 

, 



. . - ~ 

DR. MARC H. TANENBAUM 

Dr. Marc H. Tanenba.um. International Relations Consultant of the American Jewish 
Committee, has a long and distinguished career itt. international human rights. world refugee, 
world hunger. and foreign relations concerns. He has served as director of international 
relations of the American Jewish Committee frOq1 1983-1989. 

Formerly the AlC's national interreligious affairs director. Rabbi Tanenbaum was desig
nated in a recent national poll as "one of the ten most influential and respected religious 
leaders in America." A cover story in New York magazine described Dr. Tanenbaum as "one 
of the foremost Jewish ecumenical leaders in the world today." 

In 1987. he was elected unanimousJy as Chairman of the prestigious International Jewish 
Committee for Interreligious Consultations (DCle) which represents World Jewry in relations 
with the Vatican and other world religious bodies. In May 19&8. Rabbi Tanenbaum was 
awarded the "Interfaith Medallion" of the International Council of Christians and Jews for his 
"rustoric contributions" to advancing interreligious understanding over the past 2S years. 

Dr. Tanenbaum has served as a member of the Human Rights Research Committee of the 
Foreign Policy Association's Study of Priorities for the 1980$. In recent years, he has 
testified before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee on "Moral Imperatives in the Formation of American Foreign Policy." He has also 
testified before Congressional committees on world refugee and wo;rld hunger problems, and 
played a key role in organizing Wh!te House conferences on Foreign Aid and Energy Conserva
tion. 

President Jimmy Carter invited Dr. Tanenbaum as the American Jewish leader among ten 
national religious and academic spokesmen to discuss "the State of the Nation" at Camp David 
summit meetings in 1979. He was also appointed as a member of the Advisory Committee of 
the President's Commission on the Holocaust. 

At the invitation of the International Rescue Committee, he joined delegations of 
prominent American leaders to carry out three separate fact-finding investigations of the 
plight of the Vietnamese "boat people" and Cambodian refugees, which contributed to the 
saving of tens of thousands of lives of Indochinese refugees. He has organized many relief 
efforts for victims of war and conflict, including Kurds, Lebanese, Nigerians, Ugandans, 
Ethiopian Jews, Haitians. Afghanis, Central Americans and Polish refugees. He is a board 
member of the International Rescue Commiuee. the Overseas Development Council, the United 
Nations Association. the Bretton Woods Commiuee, the National Peace Academy, and the 
Bayard Rustin Institute. He is a founder and co-chairman of the National Interreligious Task 
Force on Soviet JeWT)l, which aids oppressed Jews and Christians in the Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. 

In March 1979. he was invited to consult with Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and German 
parliamentary officials in Bonn on the abolition of the statute of limitations on Nazi war 
criminals. 
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Ik Tanenbaum is a founder and leading member of the joint liaison committee of the 
Vatican Secretariat on Catholic-Jewish Relations "and the International Jewish Committee foc 
IriterreligiouS ConSuItations (UOC), and of a similar body with the World Council of Churches. 
He waS the only rabbi at Vatican Council D. and participated in the fi.cst official audience of 
World Jewish leaders with Pope John Paul II in Vatican City. He was also the first Jewish 
leader to address 4.000 delegates attending the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in Vancouver in July 1983. 

He served as consultant to the NBC·1V nine-hour special "Holocaust" and earlier was 
consultant to -the special "Jesus of Nazareth." He is an award winning weekly commentator 
over WINS-Westinghouse Broadcasting, and appears frequently on major network programs. 

He has lectured at major universities, seminaries, religious and educational bodies in the 
United States, Europe. Israel. and Latin America. and at numerous national and international 
confer.ences. . Rabbi Tanenbaum is the author or editor of several published books and of 
numerous artides. 
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A PROIi'ILE OF liAllBI l'lARC H. TANENBAUM. - - --
by Louis Auster 

C A~1 IUJf) tJ~s) 
i/' 

", RBI Louis Auster. 
Ply book, Bitler's , Death !1a1'oh. 
( Zebra looks). is 1n lte third printing. 

1'\1 artioles have appeared in numerons 
publications, the most reoent in ~ !!!:m. 
~i4stream. ana The Priest. (Jul, 1~9. June; 1990.) 
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A PROPHET FOR OUR TIME. 

A Profile of Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum. 

In a cover story entitled· 'lhe Ten Most Powerful Rabbis, ~ 
!!!!:!5 maga~ine described him as • the foremost Jewish ecumenical 
lea,ler in the world today'. 

In awarding him en honorary doctorate, es 14 other major 
Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish univers1ties have clone, Sacred 
Heart 1lnlnrsi1::7 in Bridgeport, Conn. callsd him ' the human 
rights rabbi of Ameriea '. 

Yet, .Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, the recipient of all these 
accolades, smiles, and responds, • Let history decide how my work 
is rated. I view every de;y as a challenge and opportuni 1::7 to 
improve the qual1q of life for all members of the human family·. 

In spite of h1s modesq, 1t me;y be said that an account of 
the activities of Rabbi TanenbaUID constitutes a record of the 
prograDe made in. interfaith and humanitarian efforts during the 
pas1; 40 years. His courageous participation 1n aid to refugees, 
human rights, world hunger, and interfaith work, have .Ion him 
acclaim from all religious denominations. 

He combines tha vision of a prr,phet snd the compassion of a 
Gpiritual leader with the tough pragmatism needed in a complex 
and: ~apidly changing .'Orld. Reflecting on the role of religion .. 
in socieq, the Rabbi h89 no .p&ti;;nc.e with clergy who would 
trlv1alize religion, of "hat ever denomiriation. 

" We have an 1mpobtp.nt wi93ion as ministers to restore an 
understanding to our people about the absolute value of human 
life over aay other single value in our lives ., declares this 

latte~ prophet. The Rabbi frowns on empty rhetoric and 
piOUS prattle. He is etrongly committed to action, over words. 
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It is a mission that took him to So~heast Asia three times, as 
one of the Americans invited to study the conditions of the 
Yietnamese boat people and Cambodian refUgees. On the waters of 
the South China Sea, hs saw Vietnamese refUgees in a dingy 
starving to death and drowning. 

" To this day, I keep seeing those people 1n the boat. One 
old woman reminded me of ar:r mother. I have never felt more 
Jewish than when I helped literally to pull" people out of the 
water, side by alde with Christians, witnessing to !Sod's 
Covenant. The great commission for both faiths is to bring 
reconciliation and healing to humanity and leave it to Sod to 
determine who has been His most faithful witness ". 

Another such "peak " religious experience came to the Rabbi 
in praying With Cesar Chavez in the Salinas Valley, in a 

". 
c~n effort "to bring about social justice. 

• Praying, holding hands togsther with people of different 
faiths, and praying to a common Creator God, - that's such an 

." affirmation. and bound us together with such a sense of unity, 
that I experienced God' n j)1.'csence there more than I have in 
synagogues ", concluded the Rabbi, visibly moved. 

It is the same Prophetic vision that led him to join in 
organizing relief efforts for victims of African conflicts, 
and to act ee n~tional eo-chairman of the Interreligious 
Ceali,!on on World Hunger, and to serve on numerous White 
House and United Nations commissions on race relations, aging, 
ahildren, end ~opulation problems. 

ihese wide-ranging humanitarian efforts did not go unnoticed. 
In 1978, a poll of American newspaper religion editors voted 
Rabbi T8nen~aum fourth af the ten most respected religious 
leaders, after Jimrq Carter, Billy Graham and Mnrtin Marty. In 
1979. the Rabbi was one of ten religious leadere invited by 

President Carter to discuss the 'etate of the nation'. 
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The long journey that took him to every corner of the globe 
started on a small street in Ilaltimore, where his parents, poor 

immigrants !'rom the Ukraine, owned , 8. modsst genez·al store, the 
only Jenso family in an Italian-Irish neighborhood • 

. As a boy during the Depression, h~ remembers tha'. he helped 
his mother fill some baskets with cans and bor.e" of .food, 
deaorated for Christmas with red and green ribboll' .. He went 'rlth 
his mother, . herself poor, who could not bear the i.:lea that her 
neighbors were without food during a holi~. and wore depressed 
by . the thought that no one cared. His firs t lessons in tho 
joy and duty of giVing and sharing I 

As he pursued his studies for the rabbinate, he became con-. 
v1Iu)ed that hatred among the faiths led only to strife and 
confrontation. Only building bridges of understanding would 
reduce mistrust, and create mutual reapect. In line with that 
belief, the Rabbi has partioipated 1n forming sigr.i.ficant 
pl'Ograms ·and. relationships with all the major Christian d(,n(Jm!.
nations, as well as wi th blac~and Hispanics, and ,-d.-til ~lusli1ns, 

Buddhists, Hindus, and ShintoiSts. 

·,,;f: I Ii a tone of elat10n, the Rabbi declares, " It 1s a wonder
ful ' mosaic 0 f II the fam1ly of God I " 

Rabbi Tanenbaum is especially proud of his role as a delegate
observer at the deliberations of the Seeon~ Vatican Council. As 
the only rabbi there, he played an important part in dra.ftin.g 
the Declaration on Non-Christian Religions, issued by the 
Councu in 1965. At the time, he was director of Interz'eligiow; 
Affairs of the American Jewish Committee, and consul ted 111 th 
other Jewish organizations on the text of this historic document. 

The declaration ushered in a new era of friendly relations 
between Catholics and Jews. Hostility and confrontation gave way 

to scholarly exchanges and fraternal ~1alogues. In the noble words 
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of the guidelines issued by the Vatican in 1975, " In the ' spirit 
of the prophets, Jews and Christians will >lork willingly together, 
seeking Bocial jU8tice and peace at every le~l, local, national, 
and international. At the same time, such collaboration can do 
mucb to foster mutual under~tand1ng and esteem ". 

The Rabbi calls the Declar~tion the Magna Carta of Catholic
Jewish relations. The noble I<ords brought dramatic improvement. 

In 1963, Rabbi Tanenbaum was one of three organizers of a 
National Conference on !1eligion and Race, held in Chicago. Some 
70 national organizations took part, to examine the role of 
religious institutions in ending racial discrimination. As the 
program chairman, the Rabbi inrt ted Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
who addressed the 1,700 religious and civic leaders there, 

n Through our scientific genius. we have made of our nation 
a111 evan of the world --- a neighborhood, but we have failed to 
employ our moral and spiritual genius to make of it a brotherhood. " 

~Iany historians consider this conference the starting point 
of a new coalition of conscience in our nation. 

The Rabbi is su=ounded by I<alls covered with autographed 
photos sho>ling him 'ii th presidents, and distinguished leaders, 
Pope John Paul II, Cardinal Cooke, Archbishop Sheen, Elie "iesel, 
and many others. Around him are shelves filled with books, among 
which are a half dozen that he wrote. But he is troucled. 

n The nations of the w,orld spend more t\Ian $500 billion dollars 
a year on arms but cannot find the means to save hundreds of 
millions from starvation. Science and technology, lo~g venerated 
ae sourcee of materit'l blessing, fill the earth with toxic 
pollution. \;e must join in opposing this moral anarchy. There is 
now the possibility of a global Auschwitz. Both Jews and Chris
.ttans must work for a revolution of the human conscience II • 

The little boy who h~lpcd. his !Joth~I' distribute food to 
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Christian neighbors has now grown into a giant in interfsith and 
humanitarian efforts. His early meager activities have increased 
in Bcope to encompass relief for millions of rsfugees and oppressed 
ell over the globe. His mission has been healing and reconciliation. 

He is truly a prophet for our time I 

'. 



RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM 

"APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES" 

by Louis Auster 

It happened on a Christmas eve during the height of the Depression. His mother. an 
Orthodox Jewish woman, deeply devoted to her Jewish faith, was standing behind the counter 
in their small grocery store in South Balrimore. She was wrapping red and green ribbons 
around a number of Christmas baskets filled with meats, cheeses, breads, and other foodstuffs. 

"What are you doing making Christmas baskets, Mom?" the bespectacled teenager asked in 
astonishment. A student in a traditional Jewish parochial school. he knew that Christmas was 
a major Christian holiday and that devout Jews obselVed Chanukah but did not participate in 
Christmas ohselVances. 

The Russian-Jewish immigrant mother responded to her son, Marc. in her Yiddish· 
accented speech: 

"My son. I have just heard that our Christian neighbors down the street are so poor that 
they will not have anything to eat for their Christmas dinners. It would be terrible if Mrs. 
Kirby, Mrs. Wingate, Mrs. Eder and their families would go hungry on their religious holiday." 

And this traditional Jewish mother. herself a refugee from poverty and pogroms in the 
Ukraine, took her son by the hand and together they walked through the frigid December 
night air handing out Christmas baskets to their less fortunate Christian neighbors. That 
became an extraordinary image in his youthful mind -- [wo Orthodox Jews acting as if they 
were Santa Claus bringing Christmas cheer and hope to their Irish, Italian. German, and 
Polish neighbors, Catholics and Protestants aiike. 

Now, some fifty years later. Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum .. whom New York magazine has 
characterized as "one of the foremost Jewish ecumenical leaders in the world today"-
reflects on the meaning that formative youthful experience had on his remarkable career as 
the generally·recognized pioneer in the movement to improve understanding and mutual respect 
between Christians and Jews: 

"How my mother .. and father -.. behaved. their daily actions toward other human 
beings. whether Christians or Jews. blacks or whites, had a greater impact on me than almost 
anything they said or taught," Rabbi Tanenbaum said. 

"With absolutely no theological training. equipped only with simple, pious faith as 
traditional Jews. they taught me some of the most profound ' religious and moral lessons by 
which I have lived my profession.al and personal life. They became for me an inspiring model 
of how it was possible to be deeply committed (0 one's own faith and at the same time to 
respect the different religions of other people." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum believes that his childhood with his parents in a poor, working class 
neighborhood in South Baltimore that was predominantly Christian and multi-ethnic. prepared 
him for living in a religiously pluralistic world as much as his university training. "Despite 
the inevitable strains that accompanied our common struggle for survival in the Depression," 
he said, "my parents lived their deeply-felt Biblical and Prophetic convictions chat all human 
beings are children of God and are to be treated with equal dignity." 
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It was also an article of faith " with Abraham and Sadie Tanenbaum thar the best way foc " 
their three children to serve God was by loving and caring for th eir fellow-human beings, 
whatever their religion or race. 

Those central values of Biblical humanism were rested in the powerful crucible of his 
parents' suffering as victims of religious bigorl')' and persecution in Czarist Russia where anti
Semitism was rampant. "My parents seemed to embody for me the 2,000 year Jewish 
experience of exile and redemption -- the misery and grandeu r of existence, the hope that 
triumphs ultimately over despair, " the tall r~bbi declared. 

The alchemy of those life-affi rming religious values in tension with the tragic sufferings 
of .the Jewish people stamped an indelible message on the consciousness of Rabbi Tanenbaum 
- the precious value of every human life. As a result of the trauma of the Nazi holocaust. in 
which one-third of the Jewish people were savagely destroyed. and in the face of the 
horrifying knowledge that much of [he civilized world stood idly by as spectators. Rabbi 
Tanenbaum said that "we Jews have learned one permanent universal lesson for human 
survival. It is the Jesson I was first taught in the Book of Leviticus. paraphrased as: 'You 
shall not stand idly by while the blood of your brothers and sisters cry out to you from the 
earth.'" 

Over and again Rabbi Tanenbaum has given concrete expression [0 that moral 
commandment. In 1967, during the Nigerian-Biafran struggle. he took the lead in organizing 
the American Jewish Emergency Relief Effort for the victims of that civil .war. In cooperation 
with Catholic Relief Services and Church World Service. he helped mobilize 21 major Jewish 
organizations who raised in several months nearly a million dollars for providing desperately
needed medicines, food, clothing and shelter for hundreds of thousands of Nigerians who might 
otherwise-have died in the African bush. 

In the early 1970s, when drought struck the Sahelian zone of West Africa. he joined the 
Rev. Theodore M. Hesburgh, president of Notre Dame University. Cardinal Terence Cook of 
New York. and the Evangelical World Relief Group. This small group of religious leaders went 
to the U.S. Congress and persuaded Congressional leaders to make available several tons of 
food, much of which was being smred in silos as surplus, to the thousands of starvi ng 
Africans. 

"Tens of thousanus of human beings are living today," the Rabbi reflects. "because a 
group of religious leaders took seriously the values of the Torah and Gospel and acted on 
those beliefs." 

In the wake of the African tragedy during wh ich thousands had died. among them many 
children, Rabbi Tanenbaum helped organize and became co-chairman of the National 
Interreligious Task: Force on World Hunger. 

In 1978. he was invited by the International Rescue Committee to join a select group of 
fourteen prominent American leaders [0 carry out a fact-finding mission among the Vietnamese 
boat people. ethnic Chinese, Laotians, Hmong tribesmen and Cambodians. That Citizens 
Committee on Indochinese Refugees included such prominent Americans as James Michener. the 
novelist: the late William Casey. head of the CIA; Ambassador Cecil Lyons. former U.S. envoy 
[0 Chile and Sri Lanka; Leo Cherne, president of IRe; Bayard Rustin. the black civil rights 
activist; Msgr. 10hn Aherne, representing the U.S. Catholic Church; and Dr. Kenneth Cautheen, 
a Protestant theologian. . 
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The citizens group visited ' everY refugee camp in Southeast Asia -- from Hong Kong to 
Thailand, Malaysia. Indonesia. the Philippines. and Singapore. On [he waters of the South 
China Sea, he saw starving Vietnamese refugees drowning. "To this day, I still have trouble 
sleeping some nights. I just keep seeing those ,people in the boat. One old Chinese woman 
reminded me of my mother. I have never felt more human or more Jewish than when I 
literally helped pull people out of those turbulent waters. The belief that 'Man is created in 
the sacred image of God' was seldom more real to me and to my Christian colleagues." 

The Citizens Committee brought back fourteen recommendations which they personally 
presented to President Jimmy Carter, the then Secretary of State Cyrus Vance, Security head 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, and to the Majority and Minority leaders of Congress. Twelve of their 
recommendations were adopted as the foreign policy of the United States. President Carter 
agreed to order the U.S. fleet to rescue refugees, and as a resuh, the drowning of Vietnamese 
boat people had virtually come to an end. (Some 250,000 of these refugees are estimated to 
have drowned since 1974 in the South China Sea before this mission was undertaken.) 

Rabbi Tanenbaum has since gone [0 Southeast Asia on three subsequent missions that 
have resulted in relieving the suffering and hunger of the Indochinese refugee~ On his last 
mission in 1980, he joined actress Liv Ullman, novelist Elie Wiesel, Winston Churchill III of 
England, and hundreds of European physicians. religious and civic leaders on a "March for 
Survival" for Cambodian refugees. They accompanied truckloads of urgently-needed medicines, 
vitamins, and food for the Cambodians. who had lost half their population under the ruthless, 
Nazi-like regime of Pol Pot. 

The Communist rulers of Cambodia refused to allow Ihe trucks across the borders because 
they came from Western democracies. "I saw first-hand," Rabbi Tanenbaum said. "Communist 
totalitarianism at work. They refused (0 allow us (0 bring life-saving supplies to their pitiful 
survivors because they thought this would be seen as a propaganda victory for Western 
democracies. Their soldiers threatened to shoot us if we dared come across the border. When 
J came back to America, I kissed the soil of this country. Far too often we take this 
gemocracy, its freedoms, and the generosily of the American people for granted and we do so 
at our peril." 

Since then. he has continued to be active with the U.s. Coordinator for Refugees, and 
the various world refugee bodies in tl)'ing to save the lives or bring relief to the twelve 
million refugees who haplessly wander on the face of the earth -- including Somalians. 
Afghans. Haitians, Ugandans, the Falasha black Jews of Ethiopia. Poles. Russians. and Latin 
Americans. 

For his thirty-five years of leadership in interreligious affairs. human rights, world 
hunger. global refugee problems, and the pursuit of peace, Rabbi Tanenbaum has been awarded 
fifteen honoral)' doctorates by major Catholic, Protestant. Evangelical. and Jewish institutions 
of higher learning. His latest honor came from Sacred Heart University in Bridgeport, Conn., 
which termed him "The Human Rights Rabbi of America." 

In 1979, the rabbi was one of the ten religious and academic leaders invited by PreSident 
Carter to discuss the "Stare of the Nation" at Camp David. The same year, he conferred with 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt and West German parliamentary officials on the abolition of the 
stature of limitations' on Nazi war criminals. 

His pathbreaking service as leader, thinker. spell-binding lecturer, and writer in Jewish
Christian relations led to Rabbi Tanenbaum's being selected in 1978 in a nationwide poll of 
religion editors of America's newspapers as one of the ten "most respected and influential 
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religious leaders of the United States." He rank.ed fourth after Dr. Billy Graham. President 
Jimmy Carter (as Baptist lay leader). and Dr. Martin M.arty, the Lutheran historian-theologian. 

"In many ways, "my work in Jewish-Christian relations was a conversion of spirit," the 
rabbi mused. In addition to the image of his mother fixing Christmas baskets for their 
Christian neighbors, he carries an earlier image in his head that was much less favorable 
toward Christians and Christianity. 

About the age of three. he recalls, his father told him, his older brother Erny, and 
younger sister Sima. a true story of what happened to his family on a Good Friday in their 
Ukrainian village. A Russian Orthodox priest became so exercised in preaching about the 
"Christ-killing" Jews during the Passion . liturgy, that he climaxed the religious service by 
leading the congregation in a pogrom against the Jewish villagers in Dimidivka. The priest 
and his congregation, now a howling, threatening mob, forced all the Jewish villagers, about 
200 people. to come to the edge of the village lake. In their terrified presence, the priest 
forced Marc's uncle. Aaron, a poet from Odessa who was visiting his family for Passover, to 
walk into the lake until the waters covered his head. The Russian Orthodox priest, his 
pectoral cross glistening in the sun, raised his staff and shouted, "We offer up this Jew as a 
ransom for the Jews' murder of our Lord and Savior." Uncle Aaron drowned, and Marc was 
never to see his face. 

"My very earliest encounter with Christians led me to believe they were enemies of my 
people," Rabbi Tanenbaum reflects with sadness. When he and his father would walk to the 
Synagogue on the Jewish Sabbath or other holy days, they would cross the street if they 
passed a church. A church had become a place of threat and danger to Marc and his family. 
As he was to read years later in the writings of the Jewish novelist, Israel Zangwill, "the 
People of the Cross had made the Jews the cross among the peoples." 

"} was haunted for some years by the contradiction that the Church presented -- it 
proclaimed its message as the Gospel of Love. but in the experience of my people. my own 
family. it had become the Gospel of hatred." Rabbi Tanenbaum stated. "It took years of study 
of the history of Jewish-Christian relations." he said. "and above all, my coming to know 
Christian men and women who were warm. loving. caring people that converted me from 
earliest childhood fears and suspicions of Christians and Christianity. I now have hundreds 
of Christian friends in many parts of the world to whom I would entrust the lives of my 
family." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum began his first serious, systematic study of "the troubled brotherhood" 
of Christianity and Judaism as a Conservative seminary studenl at the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in New York where he majored in religious history. There he came to the 
philosophical conviction which has governed his career: "History must not be a hitching post 
to the past. but rather a guiding post to the future." 

After he was ordained as a Rabbi in 1950. and received his Doctor of Divinity degree in 
1975. he worked for two years as a journalist. editor of a publishing house. publicist, and 
wrote a novel about his Baltimore childhood experiences. 

He was then invited to become the executive vice-president of the Synagogue Council of 
America, the umbrella group of the major Rabbinic and Jewish congregational bodies. During 
that ten-year experience. he established the first ongoing religious and social justice programs 
with liberal Protestant groups. "In the 1950s." Rabbi Tanenbaum reports, "liberal Protestants 
were the only Christian groups open to dialogue with Jews. Before Vatican Council II. 
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Catholics were forbidden to dialogue with other Christians as well as Jews. and Evangelicals 
simply were absent from the national religious scene." 

Liberal Protestants and Jews then had much in common, he added, and Jews owed them 
. much. They were the first to unde rtake the revision of Christian Sunday School materials 
with a view toward removing ami-Jewish references. such as the terrible "ChrisHdllec" 
canard, the stereotypic references to the Pharisees as hypocrites. and the damaging notion 
that Christianity had displaced Judaism as "the New Israel" -- all the venomous ingredients 
that had fed for centuries certain Christian teachings of contempt for Jews and Judaism. 

The mainline Protestants were also in the forefront of upholding the separation of 
church and state and religious pluralism which made it possible for Jews to come to the 
American dialogue table as first-class citizens. by right and not by sufferance. Their common 
commitment to Prophetic ethics also led Protestants and Jews to join hands in the civil rights 
struggle and <?ther humanitarian causes for civic and ecumenical improvement of American 
society. 

It was during that early period of the Jewish-Christilln dialogue in America that Rabbi 
Tanenbaum served as program director of the historic National Conference on Race and 
Religion in Chicago. That unprecedented meeting in 1963 provided the first national 
ecumenical platform for the late Rev. Dr. Martin LUlher King, and paved the way for the 
March on Washington. which became the turning poiht in the civil rights movement. 

At that time, President Eisenhower appointed Rabbi Tanenbaum as vice-chairman of the 
1960 White House Conference on Children and Youth. and of the 1961 White House Conference 
on Aging. The later conference laid the groundwork for our present national concern for 
senior citizens. 

When the late Pope John Paul XXIII convened the Second Vatican which lasted from 
1962-65. the ecumenical and interreligious landscape was decisively transformed. and Rabbi 
Tanenbaum was also at the center of that historic development. In addition to the other 
major Vatican Declarations on Religious Liberty and Ecumenism. Pope John had charged the 
late German Jesuit. Cardinal Augustin Sea. with responsibility for drafting a Vatican 
Declaration on Catholic-Jewish relations. 

In 1960, Rabbi Tanenbaum was called to the American Jewish Committee. the pioneering 
human rights and human relations agency in this country. As its national director of 
interreligious affairs. Rabbi Tanenbaum supervised a series of religious Self-studies of Catholic 
textbooks at the Jesuit St. Louis University (as well as Protestant self-studies at Yale Divinity 
School and Jewish textbook studies at Dropsie University in Philadelphia.) Cardinal Bea in 
1962 invited the American Jewish Committee to submit the findings of the St. Louis study 
which documented the image of Jews and Judaism in Catholic school teaching materials and in 
the church's liturgy. 

The studies, conducted by three Roman Catholic nuns. demonstrated how serious were the 
anti-Jewish references in Catholic religious, . literature, and social science teaching materials. 
Based on those fin'dings, Cardinal Bea's Secretariat for the Promotion of Christian Unity 
drafted the landmark Vatican Declaration on Non-Christian Religions (Nostra Aerare). That 
statement was adopted virtually unanimously by the 2.500 Council Fathers and was promulgated 
as official Church Teaching by Pope Paul VI on October 28, 1965. 

Cardinal Bea and Cardinal Lawrence Shehan of Ba!timore, then President of the American 
Catholic Bishops Commission on Ecumenical and Interreligious Relations: invited Rabbi 
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Tanenbaum to be a delegate-observer at Vatican Council 11 He was the only Rabbi present 
and played a significant role in helping draft the final Vatican Declaration which has 
transformed Catholic-Jewish relations in America and throughout the world. 

That Vatican Declaration acknowledged the "common spiritual patrimony" which links 
Christians to Jews, repudiated anti-Semitism "by anyone and at any time," rejected the 
"Christ-killer" charge against Jews, and called for "Biblical studies and fraternal dialogue" that 
would lead to "mutual respect and friendship" between Christians and Jews. 

"No$lra Aetate" became the magna carta of Catholic-Jewish relations," Rabbi Tanenbaum 
observed. In 1975. the Vatican Secretariat issued a set of guidelines that mandated the 
translation of the Declaration's principles into practical action -- revision of textbooks and 
teaching materials, changes in liturgy, preaching, teacher training, and joint social action 
between Catholics and Jews. 

"A virtual explosion broke out and between 1965 and {he late 19705 when Catholic-Jewish 
relations dominated the interreligious scene. It was if a dam that had been pent up for 1,900 
years had suddenly erupted. There were so many Catholic-Jewish conferences, seminars, and 
dialogues held throughout America, that the Jewish community was confronted with an 
unprecedented crisis -- we didn't have enough Rabbis and Jewish scholars to go around, so 
we were bussing them around all over the country," Rabbi Tanenbaum said smilingly. . . " .. ,.. 

With obvious satisfaction, Rabbi Tanenbaum declared, "More progress has been made in 
overcoming misunderstanding between Catholics and Jews during the past two decades than 
during the past 1,900 years." One convincing sign of that progress, he noted, is that not a 
single Catholic textbooK published today contains anti-Jewish references. And the same is 
true of Protestant textbQoks. And Jewish textbooks have been revised so that they do not 
contain anti-Christian references. 

The latest phase in the Jewish-Christian relationship is that between Evangelicals and 
Jews, and there, too. Rabbi Tanenbaum has been the pioneering leader and Jewish spokesman. 
Beginning in the late 196050, the rabbi was on a lecture tour in the South and he underwent a 
genuine culture shock. He experienced first-hand the emerging "New South" with its abundant 
signs of economic. political. social, educational, and religious change. 

None of the pervasive images of Southerners as "red necks," "crackers," "Bible-thumpers," 
an illiterate and indolent people that was found in so much of our national cultural and 
literary traditions had any real relationship to the vital, burgeoning society and people he 
encountered. Much of the South he met had become since World War II middle-class, white
collar, educated, and technologically sophisticated. Those forces help explain the emergence 
of President Jimmy Carter. Dale Bumpers, Reuben Askew. and Congressman James Wright, 
rather than the other way around. 

Evangelical religion is part and parcel of Ihat extraordinary transformation. the rabbi 
believes. Finding that Evangelical Christians were becoming the fastest growing religious 
group in the United States. Rabbi Tanenbaum felt that it was essential for [he moral and 
spiritual health of America that Evangelicals become full partners in the American religious 
mosaic. 

In 1965. he met with Dr. Billy Graham and after a ·three-hour conversation they became 
fast friends, a friendship which has thrived since then. Over the years, Dr. Graham 
demonstrated repeatedly his firm friendship for the Jewish people by openly combatting anti
Semitism, rejecting organized missions to the Jews, and by expressing his theological . belief 
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that the covenant between God and the ' Jewish peo,?le is. as the Bible says. "everlasting, 
forever," (Deuteronomy 7.) 

Rabbi Tanenbaum tells heart~warming stories of how Dr. Graham, has helped him rescue 
Jewish families' from the Soviet Union, and speaks enthusiastically of his greaf and devoted 
support of Israel. 

In -1968, the rabbi organized the first national conference of Southern Baptist and Jewish 
religious leaders at the Louisville Theological Seminary. Based on the success of that 
precedent-shaking meeting, dialogues between Southern Baptist and other Evangelicals and 
Jews have been held every year in virtually every part of the United States. Rabbi 
Tanenbaum has, in fact. co-edited with Evangelical scholar Dr. Marvin Wilson of Gordon
Conwell Seminary (he landmark book, "Evangelicals and Jews in Conversation," published by 
the Eyangelical publishing house, Baker Books. 

Seated . in a modest office in mid-Manhattan behir.d a desk piled with correspondence 
from the four corners of the eanh, nUmerous publications, and schedules of pending 
engagements throughout America and overseas, Rabbi Tanenbaum is surrounded by walls 
covered with awards and autographed pharos of distinguished religious and civic leaders, many , 
of whom have become personal friends -- Pope John Paul II, Presidents from Eisenhower 
Jimmy Carter, to Ronald Reagan, Dr. Billy Graham. Cardinals Bernardin. Cooke, O'Connor. The 
Rev. Theodore M, Hesburgh. Archbishop FulIon J. Sheen, Elie Wiesel. Archbishop Iakovos, 
Rabbi Abraham J, Heschel, Nelson Rockefeller, Caretta Scott King, Liv Ullman. and many 
others. Around him are shelves filled with books among which are six that he wrote or 
edited, 

TheSe photos and books are mementos of thirty-five years of an intense commitment to 
the dignity of human life and to the unflagging belief that human beings can change for the 
better. "I have had many gratifications and peak experiences in helping to mold the unfolding 
history of Jewish-Christian relations in our lifetime. But few achievements have given me as 
much satisfaction as the knowledge that I helped create networks of Jews and Christians who 
have come to know each other as persons -- with shared fears and hopes -- rather than as 
stereotypes and caricatures. And they have , learned not only to live and let live, but to live 
and help live. That is the glory of America today," . 

,Beyond that, Rabbi Tanenbaum added. "We Jews and Christians have now learned how to 
make pluralism work. We have learned how (0 instruct a , new generation of Catholics. 
Protestants. Evangelicals and Jews in how to be faithful to one's own doctrines and traditions 
and at the same time to develop authentic respect for the faith and religious commitments of 
others. That extraordinary achievement. which is taken for granted by far too many. may 
well be the most valuable 'export' which we have to share with other nations and non-Western 
religious communities." 

In 1987. Rabbi Tanenbaum was elected unanimously as chairman of the International 
Jewish Committee for Interreligiol;ls Consultations (IJCIC), which represents world Jewry in 
relations with the Vatican. the World Council of Churches and other international religious 
bodies. In - 1988. he was the recipient of 'The Interfaith Medallion" of the International 
Council of Christians and Jews: 

Perhaps more than any othe,r Jewish leader he embodies and has been the catalyst for 
much of this progress made in ecumenical and humanitarian efforts: during the past three 
stormy decades. He has been de$Cribed as "the Henry Kissinger of the religious world who is 
as politically agile as he is theologically sophisticated." He has also 'been called "the Abba 

-, :; 
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Eban of American JeWl)' for his ·prophetic eloquence that brings audiences of thousands to 
their feet in standing ovations." 

But clearly Newsweek magazine may have come closest to the mark when it portrayed 
Rabbi Tanenbaum in these words -- "He is the American JMsh community's foremost apostle 
to the gentil es." 

- Louis Auster is a free-lance writer in New York. 

Tanenbaum.ELl/EL 
October 25, 1988 

88-550 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

OR. MARC H. TANENBAUM 

Or. Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director of International Relatio.ns ·of the Amer

ican Jewish Committee, has ~ long and distinguisned career in inter
national human rights? world refugee, -world hunger, . and foreigr.t rela
tions ·concerns. 

Formerly the AJC's national interreligious affairs director, Rabbi . 

Tanenbaum was designate~ .in a recent national poll as "orie of the ten 

most influentiaf and . respected religious "leader:s in America. II A cover 
story in New York magazin.e" descr.ibed .Dr . Tanenbaum as "the foremost 

; Jewish ecumenical leader in the world today. II 

Or. Tanenbaum has served as a member ·of the prestigious Human Rights 

Research Committee of the FQreigo Policy Associat;o~'s Study of Prior

ities for the 19805. In re.cent years, he has testified before the Senate 

Foreign Relations COIlTnittee and the House foreign Affa"irs Corrrnittee on · 

" Mor~l Imperatives ·in the Formation of Am.eriean Foreign Pol icy . 1I He 

has also testified before Congressional committees on world refugee 

and w9r1d hunger problems, and played a key role in 9rganizing White . 

House e.onferenees on Foreign Aid and Energy Conservation. · 

. Pres·;dent Jimmy Carter invited Or. · Ta ~enbaum as t~e American Jewish 

leader, among ten national religious and academic spokesmen to discuss 

lithe State of the ·Nation" at Camp David sUlTiilit meetings in 1979. He , 
was .also .appointed as : a member of th·e· Adv~sory Cof11t1ittee of the Presi-

dent's Commission on the Holocaust. 

At · the invitation of the International Rescue Comr."dttee. hejoined dele

gations of prominent American leaders to carry out three separate fact

finding investigations of the plight of the Vietnamese IIboat people!! 

and Cambodian refugees. which contributed to the saving of tens of 

thousands of. lives of Indochinese refugees. He has ,orgar'Jized many 
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relief efforts for victims of war and conflict, including Lebanese, 
Nigerjans. Ugandans, the Fala"shas ' of "Ethfopia, Haitians. Afghanis, 

Central Americans and Polish refugees. He is a founder and co
chainman of the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, 
whic;:h aids oppressed Jews and Christians in the Soviet Union and .' , 
Eastern Europe. 

· In ·March 1979, he was invited to consult with Chancellor Helmut 
Schmidt and German parliamentary off"icials in Bonn on the abolition 

of the statute of 1 imitations on Nazi war c"riminal s. 

Dr. Tanenbaum is a founder and leading member 'of the joint liaisD." 

coninittee of the Vatican S~cretariat on Catholic-Jewish Relati .ons 

and the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consulta
.tions (IJCItj, and of a similar body with the ~lor1d Council of Churches. 
He was "· the only rabbi at .Vatican Council II, "and participated in the 

first official audience of World Jewish leaders with Pope John Paul II 
in Vatican City . He was also the first Jewish leader to address 4,000 
delegates attending the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
in Vancouver in July 1983. 

He served as consul tant to the NBC-TV nine-hour special "Holocaust" 

and earlier was consultant to the special "Jesus of Nazareth." 

He has lectured at major universities 9 seminaries , religious and edu

cational bodies in the United Stat~s. Europe an~ Israel, and at 

numerous national and " international conferences. Rabbi "Tanenbaum is 

the author or editor of several published books and of numerous articles. 

rpr 
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BIOGRAPHY RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM 

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUH of New York, National Director of 
the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American. Jewish 
Committee, is one of the nation's leading rabbis. A religious 
historian and authority on Judaism and Jewish-Christian rela
tiqris, he has written and lectured extensively on the history, 
thea logy),' and sociology of Judaism and Christianity. In recent 
nonths he has lectured- befo~.e "international and national confer
ences and institutes at Cambridge University, England; the Uni
versity of Notre Dame; Catholic University; Princeton University; 
Hebrel'l Union College'-Jewish Institute of Religion; Woodstock 
College; -St. Mary I 5 Coile'ge (St. Marys) Kansas); the Graduate 
Theological Union of the Pacific 'School of Religion; and Fuller 
Thea logical Seminary, emong numerous Catholic, Protestant and 
jewish institutions of higher learning. Rabbi Tanenbaum .helped 
organize ' and participated in the recent historic "International 
Colloquium on Judaism and Christianity': sponsored" by the Harv~rd 
Divinity School~ in cooperation with the American Jewish Committee. 

His written "t·mrks include A Guide to Jellish Traditions and 
Ho lv Days (Epic Records); co-authorship with Prof. Leonard ~ddler . 
of Je"t'Jish-Christian Dialogue (published by National Council of 
Catholic Men and Catholic Women; and Our Moral and Spiritual 
Resources for International Cooperation prepared under the editor
ship of Dr. Reinho ld Niebuhr for UNESCO. Rabbi Tanenbaum IS 

essays anQ: monographs ·on Jewish-Christian relations have been 
published in such volumes as Vatican II: An Interfaith Appraisal 
(published by the University of Notre Dame Press and Association 
Press); Torah and Gospel (Sheed and Ward); The Star and the Cross 
(Bruce Publishing Company); as ,'lell as in numerous scholarly, 
religious ', and general journals both here and abroad. 

At Vatican Council II, he was the only rabbi in Rome at the 
time of the Catholic Church's voting on the "Je"t'lish declaration,1I 
which repudi.ates anti-Semitism, anc! he "t'1as frequently consulted 
by Protes!:ant as well as Catholic leaders. to" h.I:S. Ce ..... -\y.i~"\.."'·'~ -to "\'he ~JVl1"'U

' ;A, ~ \1<..,.",- q,.'is\-<"" "",,"'10.".1. .... I" h~' \><c.. ..,,~""<J. . ". Ooc'" ·t fI,. ........ ktt«" :r. tl1 5\-. ~\;<o~ lO\\-:)t-Il>A"","~. to...h'l-)~ ~ pot.boo. ~ '0"\ i\·d~?e."'J eo.£I.u..h- b, .st. fofGfl. S 
c-')'I"C.(.. \ Huch in demand as a lecture.:- before Christian as well as 

Clu,!., ~ bewish groups, he i~ also a frequent guest on television and 
I,,"l •• , "1./ 
A..:J.~ -t\.t. radio .. p:ograms. He has made numerous appearanc:s on the NBC 
~ { Telev1s~on Neb~ork's TODAY show, the HuntleY-Br1nkley program, 
He .... "" ir( and has also taken part in ABC Television IS disc':1ssion progr2ffi 
1\.1'\'" on The Deputy which 'tvon an "Emmy" Award, as "t'1e·ll as CBS Radio I s 
c,~~~ I1Worl~ of Religion" and broadcasts of the Voice America and 

Radio Free Europe. He 'is often quoted in such wide ly read 
~~tQ' '"1. 

." 



publications as Life, Loo~, NewsHeek, Cosmopolitan, and The New 
York Times. 

He has served on vCirious United Nations Cind llli"ESCO affiliate.d 
committees. In addition, he has achieved national prominence as 
Vice Chairman of the lfuite House Conference on Children and Youth, 
the White House Conference on Aging, and the Religiou3 Advisory 
Committee of the President's Committee on Equal Enployrnent Oppor
tunity; as Consultant to the Children's Bureau; as a member of 
the IVhite House Confe~ence of Religious Leaders on Race; and 
nUmerous other positions ~Y'ith the Unitec States government. 

A pioneer in race relations, Rabbi Tanenbaum was a founder 
and program chairman of the historic National Conference on 
Uace and Religion, regarded by ' many as the breakthrough in the 
mobilization of religious forces in the civil rights struggle. 
In recognition of the Rabbils contribution to that effort, the 
President of the National Council of Churches wrote: "The leace.r
ship which you gave on this occasion made the difference in the 
quality and vigor of the whQle Conference, and all of us in the 
Nati.c:nal Council o~ Chu.;;ches ~re grateful to "you for th~s great ~ 
serVl.ce to our soc~ety. He 15 also a founder and-bodzu Lfi€uibc£ ~ 
of th: re~ently-esta~lished In~erfaith Fou~dati~n ,for C~mm.nity 

~~ga3;;~~onJ~t~\,~ 1l~a~ ~qOtj t

4
{ "s+t.cs~.£ 

Rabbi Tanenbaum is the Je\-1ish ~onsultant to the Pius XII 
Religious Education Resource Center and the Sister Formation Con- ' 
ference. He has ';'1orked closely with Cardinal Beals Vatican Sec
retariat and with the American Catholic hierarchy to advance 
Catholic-Jewish understanding and has been active in a similar 
program of cooperation with- the World and National Councils of 
Churches' Connnittees on the Church and the Jewish People. Prior 
to assuming his present position, he served as Executive Director 
of the SYnagogue Council of America. 

In acknowledgement of his many significant and pioneer con
.-tributions to inter~e ligious and interracia 1 unde. rstanding, St. 
~ward's University, a Catholic institutio~ in Austin, Texas, 
singled out Rabbi Tanenbaum as the first rabbi in the nation to 
re~eive it.s Coront.t Atvard i:or IIhigh ethical standards i.n pro
fessional life," thereby contributing to lithe strength of America." 

9stgpcr 15166 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKErCH 

RABBI I1ARC H. TANENBAUM 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum of Elmh\U'st j N. Y., spiritual and 

civic leader, 1s the director of the American Jewish Committee's 

Interrelieious Affairs Department. 

The fifty-five year old Commit.tee is the pioneer hurr.an re

lations agency in this country, combat t ng bigotry, protecting 

civil and religious rights of Jews, and advancing the cause of 

human rights everywhere. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum, who Was formerly Executive Direc't~br of the 

Synagogue COl.Ulc11 of America, has been active in diverse areas 

of American public llfe. He has held many ?ositlons as officer, 

director and consultant ' 1n government and voluntary agencies. 
, 

The broad range of his interests is reflected in the fact that he 

was ap?ointed both as Vioe-Chairman of the Executive Committee of 

the White House Conference on Children and Youth and as a member 

' of the National Advieory Council of the White House Conference 

on Aging, of which he was Co-Chairman of the Section on "Religion 

and Aging." , 
Rabbi Tanenbaum's governmental advisory positions include: 

\ 

Consultant to the Children's Bureau of the U. S. Department of 

aealth, Education and Welfare, and Vice-Chairman of -the Religious 

Leaders Advisory Council of the President's Committee on Govern-

ment Contracts. \ . 
Rabbi Tanenbaum was recently appointed as Consultant to the 

Pius XII Religious Education Resource Center, Monroe, Michigan, 

a major research center In religious education directed by 
Sisters Mary Johnice and Mary Elizabeth. He is program chairman 

of the National Conferenoe on Race and Religion, a three-faith 

conference to be held in Chicago, Jan. 14-17, 1963, convened by 

the National Council of Churches, the National Catholic Welfare 

Conference, and the Synagogue Council. He 1s also a member of the 

convention program c-ommi.ttee of the Religious Education Association. 

, 
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Rabbi Tanenbaum has lectured on interreligious relations 

at the Fordham University Graduate School, the University of 

Hartford, and other In.'3tltutions of' higher learning. ~.lca, 

the Jesuit weekly magazine, recently paid tribute to tho rsbb1 

in an editorial t:or his "contribution to advancing Christian-

Jewish raP"?ort." 

In international affairs, Rabbi rranenbatml has served as a 

member of the Nattonal Commission for UNESCO, and serves on the 

Religious Advisory Committee ot: the U. S. Committee for the United 

Nations. He has also served 8S a Chairman of the Projects Com

mittee of the People-to-People Religious Groups Committee, and a 

member of the Committee for International Economic Growth. On 

educational projects involving Latin America, he is. a member of 

the Board of Directors of the Inter-~~erlcan Literacy Foundation. 

As 'publicist, writer /and editor, he has served as a corres

pondent and columnist for a number of news magazines and agencies, 

a TV writer and panelist, and as a writer, narrator and director 

of religious films for various organizations. 
. / 

Rabbi Tanenbaum was on the editorial staft:, headed by Dr • 

. Reinhold Niebuhr, for a UNESCO volume .. "Our }10ral and Spiritual 

/ Resources for International Cooperation." He is co-author or 

"Our Nat ion's Children: Religion in A.'1lerica" stUdies at: the Whi te 

House Conference on Children and Youth. He is also co-author of 

lIReligion and Aging," a backgroWlQ doctunent of -the White House 
I 

C onfe"ence on Aging. . \ 

Rabbi Tanenbaum' 9 posts in general cornmWlitYi and civic or

ganizations include: National Vice-Chairman, American Red Cross; 

.Vice-President of Religion in :American Life; membe~, National 

Religious Policy Committee, Girl Scouts or America and Camp Fire 

Girls of America; member, Board of Directors, Clergymen's-~onom1c 
, 

Institute; member, Council of Trustees of United Seamen's Service. 

The AJCts Interreligious Department 1s responsible for a 

broad program of eduoation aimed at the advancement of inter
f 

religious cooperation and harmony • 

• 
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Among the ma j or projects carried out under the auspices of 

the Interreligious Department bas been a long-range series of 

self-studies o~ religious texts to determine the existence at 

negative and biased material. These studies have been developed 

in ,cooperation with the AJC by several leading universities, 1n-

eluding Yale, St. Louis"Soutbern Methodist, Dropsie College and 

Union Theological Seminary. 

~he Interreligious Department maintains close working rela-

tionships with leading church groups, particularly those dealing 

with social action. The department helps develop and cooperates 

in such projects as interreligious 'TV workshops, interfaith 

dialogues, and coordinated action and educ ational progrwns on such 

issues as fair :1rnIi:dgration laws ', civ1l rights, civil liberties 

IN-r.> - bY..... ,..; l 'I V-S " , " 
A native of Baltimore, Rabbi Tanenbau...'1l, who· is )6 YO&18 aids, 

and Interrellg1 Qua coone~at1:0!l/ -..--
holds a B.S. in biological sciences from Yeshiva University and 

W8~ ordained and received a Master's of Hebrew Literature degree 

at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America • . He has been a 

gra6uate student in English literature and literary criticism at , 
Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore and the New School of Social ' 

Research in New York:.. ____ _ --
/ ,He is ma'rried t 0 ~ former Helg~ Weiss, a clinical psr-

ChOl~g1st. TljIey have ~~ldren, At: :~c~'. aged\-', ~ . 

\-_Mi~cha~l' 6 yea~ __ ~ __ ~ 4{"" So . ) 2. ~~/// 
--- . 

} 
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.uthodt1ea 1ft the l:el~ mil plIer.l ",boo1 s,.e_ for u_lIS 
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for Jeu~-ctu:latUD 41alo&uH. Copies are also beiDs ade avall .. 

a~1e to C1u:ilJUaa lIII4 J'ewS.sh bIItltutton. ad i:Ddivldwl1e for 
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BACRGROllND JlATERIAL ON 

RABBI Ml\RC H. TANENBAUM 

November 1, 1965 

1 thought that it m18ht be helpful for you to have the follow
ing up-to-date information in writing about Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

. 1. Iiabbi Marc D.· Tanenbaum, Db"ector of Interreligious 
Affairs of the American Jewiah COIIIIIIittee bas just returned from 
Rome where he attended part of the ·del1berationa of the fourth 
seasion of the Council at the personal invitation of Lawrence 
Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore, Chairman of the United States Bishop's 
COIIIIIIiasion on Ecumenism. 

2. As the guest of Cardinal Shehan, be was the only Rabbi 
to attend a Vatican Council meeting. 

3. He was in Rome during the third session of the Coto-cll 
at the time of the introduction of the Jewish declaration (official 
title: The Declaration· of the Church Toward Non-Christians) and 
the subsequent debata which dulmlnated in the overwhelmingly favorable 
vote leading to the adoption in principle of the text last November 
20. During his presence in Rome at the third and fourth sessions 
he was consulted by numerous authorities for scholarly background 
on the history of Christian-Jewish relations. 

4. Rabbi Tanenbaum was recently invited to lecture before 
the ·North American College of Bishops, the official seminary of 
the American .Cstholtc hierarchy in Rome. He bas also been .sc:tive 
in a similar program of cooperation with leaders in the Protestant 
and Bastem Orthodox cmmmmities. 

(The Rabbi would welcome your mentioning the following but if 
it is regarded as a plug thell he would ask you to forget about it: 
Later this month Epic Records will issue Rabbi Tanenbaum's "ljuide 
to Jewish Traditions" published in connection with a n Jewish Holiday 
Album" which serves as an introduction to the history and meaning 
of Judaism in today'a world). He is presently writing a book on 
"Jewish Christian Relations: The Basic Issues." 

5 • . Rabbi Tanenbaum has received high honors for his service 
as one of the founding fathers and as Program Chairman of the historic 
Rational Conference on Religion and Race. He has been interviewed 
by 1!!! and ~ magazines on ecumenical relations and bas sppeared 
on many radio and .television programs, contributing to the winning 
of an Emmy Award by his partic:1pation on an intereiai1llJ program on 
The Deputy. 



.. , 
; 

~ , 
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. . . 
6. Regarded as an authority On Christian-Jewish relations 

he 1s much in demand as a lecturer before Christian 8S well as 
Jewish · groups. 

# #. fJ 



Octeber 4, 1965 ,'. \ 

na,bara Gorden 
Uilten Krenta 

BACKGROUND ON lUIBBI TANENBAUM 

,1 thought that it might be helpful for you to have the follow
ing up-to-date infermatien in "r.iUng about Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

, 
, I. Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, D~I!£~2}: of Interreligious 

Affairs of the American Jewish C'.oDIIIUtee:.tret'urned from Rome ~ 
_ where he: a!:.!=¥Dded part of ' the deliberations of the fourth 
session 'Of V t;~ Council~.dJ..-j tw<- ' 

2. As the guest of Lmn-enc'. Cardinal Shehan of Baltimore, 
'Chairman 'Of the United States Bishop' a Coumission on Ecumenism, ' 
I~e was tbeonly Rabb1 to attend a Vatican Council meeting. 

3. He: waa in Rome during the th:ii:d session , of the Council 
<at the time of the introduction of the Jewish declaration ('Official 
1: it Ie : The Declara tion of the Church Toward Non-christians) and 
the subsequent debate which cu1minpted in the overwhelmingly favorable . Ii 

,v'Ote leading to the lldoption in principle of I:he text last November 
20. During his presence in Rome at the third and fourth sessions I' 

ha "las consulted by numerous authorities for scholarly backg):Ound I 
on the history of Christian-.1_ish relations. ' ' 

4. Rabbi TanenbaUm "as recently invited to lecture before 
the North American College of Bishops, the official seminary of 
the Americnn Catholic hierarchy in Rome. He has also been active 
in a similar program of cooperation with leadera in the Protestant 
and Eastern Orthodox cOtlltllUllities . ' , 

(The Rabbi would 'Welcome yOur mentioning the fellot'ins but if 
it is regarded as a plug then he "ould ask you to forget about 11:: 

i 
I 
I 
i 

Later this month Epic Hecords ,.ill issue Rabbi Tan",nbaum's "Guide 
to Jewish Traditions" published in comlection with It. "Jewish Holld;ly I 
Album" which serves as an introduct:!.qn to the history and meaning " , i 

, of Judaismhin today'a world}. iF, , ).,, /,;" "'-"~4 :, W1. :r; ' ~ ' "~;( ....... 'C)~ I' 
(i~u:..-· ;ct~~'-<7: rJI....t /~>d.-~, ~..: _, . 'I 'J. /- -, -.... 

5. , Rabbi Tanenbaum ba~ receive,J high b9n0rs for his service ! 
. r , , 
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as one of the founding fathers and 69 Program Chairm<tn .of the 
historic National Conference on ReHglon and Race. tie has been 
intervie.,ed by ~ alld !e2.!s. magazines on ecumenical relations 
and has appeared on many radio and television programs, contribut
ing to the winning of an Emny Award by hls pardctpation on an inter
faith prog):am on The Deputy. 

6 •. Regarded as an authority on Christian-Jewish relations 
he is =h in demand as a lecturer -before Christian 8a well aa 
Jewish groups. . 

l«:fb 

. ' 
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THE RABBINICAL ASSEMBLY 

SO DO BJt O A OW,..Y 

NEW YORK 27. N . Y . 

Coblo ;.del, ..... AaaISEM, N ... York 

Mr. Lester ~l, Utter 
Chief, Individual Income Tax Branch 
Internal Revenue Bureau 
liashington, D.C. 20224 

Dear Mr. utter : 

February 24, 1965 

This letter is to certify that Rab'oi t-1ar.c H, Tanenbaum is 
a member in gOOd standiDg of The Rabbinical Assembly, tre 
international association of CODservative Rabbis, 

We consider his service as National Director of the Inter
religious .Affairs Dep~wnent of the American Je~sh Committee 
as rabbinic service entitling him to all the privileges accorded 
to members of The Rab~inical Assembly, 

Sincerely, 

(Sd.) WOLFE KElMAN 

Wolte KelmaD 

- -
em!< 

\ , 

\ 

.. 

, 

u.~" ..... x I. l ouTTHlluo, ho,;,J,., •• AUI H I A . .oIINEN. Vic.· ft .. idoM • U UI S. GUSIION UVI, r,,,,,,.,., .' W I! JUDAH N ... OICH, h <",d;"J)oc'.'O'1 ..... UI 
SEYMOUI SIEGEl. Co, .... """; •• s .... , ... , ....... , /lV,X D. O"'VIOSON. Co'"I'l",II.,. · U '" WOlf E KELM"'N, f,,<~'iy. V.co·".';'!.'" • lA •• , lULU IUII~OW. A ..... ;o •• Oi, .. , ... 
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MIt; Jacob Blaustein 
Blaustein Bq11diQg 
1 N. Chade. 
Balt1more j, Maryland 

Dear Jal'ob I 

May 11, 1967 

PEltSONAL .& CONfIDENrIAL 

May I tak.e the l1berty of bringing the ellelo8ed latter to 
Morris Abram to YOIIZ' .attentiOil? X do IIope that there w1ll be 
en oppqftllD1ty IIbortly to d18cUS8 tbese iIIIportaat matters 
w1th you. · . 

. With waRIest good wlflbes. 

MBTIMSB 
Ellel. 

CodJ.ally, . 

Rabbi Marc: H. ,...",eDb01lll 
Director 
Intenel1g1ouil AftavlI Department 



· 

."'. !.olds Caplan 
3005 Grant Buildi.Jig 
Pittsbw:gh,l'emI.a. 

Den Louis: 

May 11, 1967 
PERSONAL &-CONFlDENl'IAL 

May I t<lke t _he 11be~ty of b~iagi.Jig the euelos!ild1etter to 
M:)rris Abram to your att9tiOll? I 40 hcIp!il that ther!il will be 
an 0pp\l1'tliDity shortiy co discuss -theS!il importantllllltt!ilrs 
with YOU. _ 

w:l.th Wllr'lll!!iltgood w1ahes-. 

e:MSB 
Ell.c1. 

eol1dtally, 

Rabbi !fare H.Tanenb4Um 
Director 
IJIterrelig10us Affairs Department 



HI:. trv1Dg Engel 
S2 V~~bllt Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear ~; 

May il, 19~7 

May Itelw tile liberty of brillgill8 .~ eAClolled let~ to 
Morrill Abram to. your atteu,tioll? I do hope that there will: be 
all opportunity shortly to diseuse these ~rt8nt IDIltters 
with you. 

With watmest good wishes. 

MHT:KSB 
EDcl. 

Rabbi Marc H. T41Iellbaum . 
Director . 
Iuterrellglous Affairs J)epar~nt 



Mr. Bertnll H. Gold 
JewiSb Centers AssodatioD 
581'0Ile&t Ol)'llpic BlVd. 
IDs Angeles., Calif • 

. Dear Bert: 

tlSy 11, 1967 

PERSOlIAL& COWlDE!IlTJ;AL 

tlSy I take the l1bezoty of bdnglng the eaclosed1etter to 
Morris AUlrilln to your sttentioD? Idohope tluit there wll1 be 
Q opportUlllty shortly to <llaeU& these import_t matters 
With you • . 

With warmest good Wishes. 

Cow:ciully. . 

Rabbi Mal'C B. T<JnenbsUlli 
D1re<:tor 
Inten'el1gSous Affairs Department 



. , • 

HI:. Maurtee G1:1Aert 
Hirsch & Co. 
499 Seventh Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10018 

Dear MiIIuri<:e: 

- May U, 1967 

PERSONAL & CONPlDEl!TIAL 

May I take the lu..>ety ·of bdnglDS the enclosed tetter to 
Morrie Abrlllll to your IlttentiOll? I do hope thet there will be 
etl opportunity shortly to di.ecuse theeetmport!mtllllJtters 
with you. . 

With warmest good wlebe&. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi. Ms1:c H. T~~ 
Director 
Ineerrel1g1ous Affairs Department 

.... 



• • .• 

Hi'. Philip B; lIoffmau 
972 Bt~d Street 
Newark. New Jersey 

May 11, 1967 

May I tab the Uberty of briDling the _108ed letter to 
Morrl.e Ab1l8ill to your attellt~? I do hope that there will be 
an opportunity shortly todlsens. these ~t:aIIt matters 
wtth yo~. ' 

With wtu;lDf1!Jili good wlebes. 

MBT:MSB 
Encl. 

COrd1aUy, 

RabbI. ,Marc Bo' Ta~" 
Dlrector 

--- -~ 

I\lterreUgfous Affaire ,Depilr~t 



\~ . . 

Judge Joileph M. Proskauer 
300 Park A_~ 
New YII>;k. N. Y. 

My dear Judge: 

May 11.1967 . 

PERSONAL· & CONFIDENTIAL 

May .1 take· thE! l~rty of Hl!Ig1ug the enc:\Qsed letter to · 
Non-is AHem to you>; attentiDn? I do hope that thee will be 
an IIpportUll1ty Sbo>;tly to d1acll,8s these iqIortant I1I$ttera 
with you. · . 

With wtlJ:lQeat soo4 wisbes. 

Cordially, 

Rabbi Mli>;c B. T","",'111111 
Direct01" 

MBT:MSB 
Bbc1. 

Inteftel1g1cU8 Af£aufil ~PfiIJ;~t 
\ . .... ,~ 

; '. 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH 

Institute of Human Relations' 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 • Plaza 1-4000 • Cable Wishcom, New York 

61st ANNUAL MEETING. MAV 18·21. WALDORF·ASTORIA. N.V.C. 

May 10, 1967 
CON F IDE N T I A L 

Mr. Morris B. Abram, President 
The American Jewish Committee 
575 Madison Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Morris: 

I want to thank you for the sympathetic hearing you gave me during 
our telephone conversation last weekend. 

As a pasis for our future discussion, I should like to state my vie\ols 
as briefly as I know how. AJC is obviously enteri~g a new era, and 

. that transition will affect all of us profoundly - especially those 
of us on staff who are professionally involved in building and carry
ing out the agency's program • . 

At the· age of 42, I have to begin making decisions as to what my 
future will be. This is probably the prime of my career, and I want 
to assure that these most creative years are used to advance not 
only my personal growth and position, but as ",ell the basic security 
for the long-range for my wife and children. 

It is ' for this reason that I require some concrete understanding with 
"the decision-making leadership of AJC - who know me and my work -
regarding the follo ... ·J'ing essential conditions re1c?ting to my future 
role in the agency: . . 

A. ... I require some specific arrangement with you and the agency 
',~hat spells out an agreement of intent regardirig my long

range future with AJC. To continue to develop the in-depth 
programming that I have begun requires a concrete assurance 

MORR IS B. ABRAM. Pre5ident 

SOL M. LlNOWITZ. Chm .• E~&util/e Board 

PHIL1P E. HOffMAN. Chm .• Bo~rd 01 GOl/erne rs 

NATHAN APPLEMAN. Chm .• Boud 01 Trustees 

MAURle.E GLlNERT. Tre asure: 

ORIN LEHMAN. SeCletary 

EMERY. E. KLlNEMAN'; Associate Treasu rer 

JOH N SLAWSON. Encutive Vice·f'reside~t 

JACOB BLAUSTEIN. Honorary ' Pres ident 
LOUIS CAPLAN. Ii,;mcrary President 

. HERBERT B. EHRMANN. Honorary President 
IRVING M. ENGEL. Honor"ry President 
JOSEPH M. PROS-";,l.UER, Honorary President 
ARTHUR J. GOL09ERG. Honorary Vice'Plesident 
JOSEPH KL1NGENSTE IN, Honorary V;ce·Presidenl · 
FR EO LAZARUS. JR., Honorary Vice·Presiden! 
SAMUEL D. L£IOESDORF, Honorary Vice·President 
JAMES MARSHALL. "Honorary Vice,P'esi<!ent . 

. WILLI;':" RCSENWALO, Honorar>, Vice'Ple~id~n: 
RALPH E.. SAMUEl, Honora~ Vlce· P~es,denl _~ 
HORACE STERN, Honorary V,ee·Pres,denl-

MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore. Vice·Presidenl 
O. ROY CHALK. N~w York. Vice· President 
HAROLO SHERMAN GOLDBERG. Boston. Vice·Pres,denl 
ANDREW GOODMAN. Ne ..... YOlk. Vice·Pre~idenl 
JACi( GOREN. Allanta. Vice_Pre~ic!ent 
HENRY L. KOHN. Chicago, Vice·Presid~nt 
DAV(O 'LLOYO KREEGER. Wnninglon, V'<;! .. Prnident 
MARION I. LEVY. Clel/e(and. V iee·Preside nt 
M"lVIN M. SWIG. S~n fr~nciseo. Viee· Pres:C:e:,t 
ELMER L. WINTER, MiI ..... aukee. Viee.Presidenl 
ROBERT I: VlISHNICI<, New York. Vice-President 

.-, 
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Mr. Morris B; Abram' - 2 - May 10, 1967 
CONFIDENTIAL 

'" 

that I will have at least ten to fifteen years in which to 
conceptualize and implement such activity. Conditions of 

. "academic freedom" consonant, of course, with good order 
are also essential in such an agreement. 

B. Pos~tion - in addition to the extraordinary growth and 
development of the interreligious affairs program in the U.S. 
and overseas, I have been involved .increasingly in making 
fund-raising and membership speeches) and related activities J 

very substantially over and above my normal progl;am':!"responsi
bilities. What will be the future demands made on me for such 
broader agency responsibilities and what will this mean for 
my position in the agency's executive leadership? 

c. Salary - In light of this change of my role since coming into 
the agency almost seven years ago; in light of the significant 
development of our interreligious affairs program and, I be M 

lieve, its strong impact on crucial centers of Christian 
influence; and also in light of the fact that I have not 
sought nor received an increase in salary over the last "two 
years, I am eager to receive a substa~tial increase in salary. 
My work-load " M which includes the" running of some 81 institutes 
at'.:seminaries and universities this year - has virtually 
trebled and .my salary has not significantly reflected acknowl
edgment of this fact. I would want our agreement to" stipulate 
such" a respectable increase. 

D. IlFringe benefits" - As part of my planning for lpng-range 
security for my wife and children, I am eager to have a retire ... 
ment income annuity contract, that will assure my family a 
decent income after I have given the best years of my career 

'_/ and life to AJC. Also, the accident and health and disability 
insurances require substantial upgrading. 

E. Sabbatical - I have discussed with Dr. John SlmoJson" my plans 
' ""to "write a book this summer on "~roritier issues" in Jewish

Christian relations which, I hope, would be received as an 
important AJC contribution to the field. If at all possible, 
I would like to pur.sue that plan during the months Jline through 
September (August is my vacation month). I "ould, of course, 
keep in touch tvith my office to assure that all important 
matters are handled effectively. 

/ 
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Mr. Morris B. _Abram - 3 - May 10, 1967 

Morris, I know hOI' busy you are, and I hate to burden you with 
such matters. > However ~ my life t s decisions will be made on the 

. basis of the satisfactory resolution of these fundamental needs, 
and I therefore presume on your good-"ill and friendshipio make 
my position clear in this form. I would be grateful to you for a 
meeting at an early date at which these requests -could be discussed. 

With appreciation and warm regards, 

MHT:MSB 

qdiallY, -

ll'-~L 
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Director 
Interreligious -Affairs Department 

P.S. I have taken the liberty of sharing copies of this letter 

-- , 

'-

- with Irving Engel and several other members of his cOmmittee. 

-......-:. 

\. 
'", .. 

.' 

-. 

---. 



Me!y 1.1, 1967 

~. Jo1m Slaws.,. 

.Iarc B. TanenbaUIII 

Dear Je>tm, 

May 1: take the liberty of b:rins'ng 
the eJ\ClO$ed letter to Morris Abram 
to yOIlS' 4t:te1I.C1.oD? 1 do .J1ope thet 
there will be lID OJipOltt:wity 1I1Io~t1y 
to discuss these 1mpo~t8Dt: matters 
with you. 

HB'l':I1SB 
Eocl~ 

, 



-

May 24, 1967 

. B1eauor K4U 
Marc B.. TaDeubaum 

On Wednesday., Hay 17th, 1 met with Dr. Slawsou to d1seuss several 
perSODnel matters and 1 thQught it would bea good idea to keep 
you Wormed and have. a record of our conversation and agreements. 

1 have been discuss1Jlg for some time with Dr. ·SlawSOD a request 
for a leave of abseD!'e frOID .jUlIe throughSeptembe1" for the pal puse 
of writing a book CD .Jew1sh-chrisrtan relations that 1 have eOD
tracted for with Doubleday and COmpany. At the May 17th meeting 
Dr. Slawson .approved this reqne8t. 

In view of the fact that a DUIIIbU of major program developments 
and p1aJ]1!i'1g ,,111 be going on through the ......... r D)nths, I plan to 
come into the office one day II week 10 .order to aasure that DO 
hitches develop • 

. In addition, 1 will IIlmatto make some adjustment In my time schedule 
for the faet that I 114ve a mwber of 10Dg standing cOlllllitments 1ilhich 
I will heve· to. keep during this sabbatical period, IncludfQg the 
followingt 

,JUDe 8 'IIld 9 • a comerellCe with SoDthern Raptist officia ls 
at the Southern Baptfst Theological Seminary. 
lDuisvU1e, Ky;' . 

June· 13- II Board of Direc.tors III!K!t1JIs of the Inter·ReligiOllB 
Foundation for CoD'lJlm.ty Organization 

·.June 28 - II meeting with natioDal Methodfst board leaders OD 
Methodist-Jewish relations 

June30...ru.ly 2.. NCRAC Plenary !,lEeting, Atlantic City 
July 7 - an address before the Religious Hews Writers of 

Amel:ica on Jewiah..cbri.stiaD z:elations 
July 17-19 -- Vatican Conference OIl Jewish-c:hristiSD relations, 
July 2S - 1eeture at Mundelein Col1ege., Chi<;ago 



Eleanor Katz ·2, .. May 24, 1967 . 

August 29. Lecture before Philadelphia. lu$titute QfDiocesan 
School Teachers . 

Sept. 10 • AJ'C Pund.raieing meet:l.og, Cincinnati, ohio 
Sept. 13-14 .• - ItlStitute with Archbiahop BalUlIIIIl, Atlanta, Ga. 

1 will ~ant to COllijleUsa te in. time for these day!! during Oc tober 
when possible. 

Dr. Slawson propo"ed that the sabbatl.cal arrangement be based on 
the formula worked out With Milton Himmelfarb. 1 would like to· dis
cuss this witb. you 1n greater deta11. 

Also, Dr. Slawson. agreed to a salsryadjustment and this t(!O 1 
woulc;l like to discuss with you. 

If y()U will let me know the time that ia conveni@ntfor YQu,. I Will 
an-ange my schedule 8!'cordingly. 

MIIT:MSB Ml!l'C H. Tanenbaum 



Mr. Edward Fiske 
New York Times 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Ed: 

I'm sorry I haven't been In touch with you recently. It's been 
pretty hectic. 

I thought you might be interested to know that this __ ins Sunday 
I will receive an Honorery Doctor of Laws degree from St. Joseph's 
College, Philadelphia, a Jesuit School. Yesterday, .1 received an 
Honorary Doctor of HUDlane Letters from St. AmbroseCollega, Davenport, 
Iowa, and the day betore Bishop Jlelmalng, KBIl8as City, Mo., conferred 
on me the Avila College medal of honor • 

. The National Jewish Post has observed that .this was lithe first tima 
in American end JeHlsh · history that a rabbi has received three 
suCh honors from Catholic colleges, and has delivered three commence
ment addresses- in 8 . single · academic year. tt 

The enclosed text is essentially the 0 ne that I have used as the 
basis of my commencement talks. The paragraph on the bottom of 
page 3 may be of partioular interest at this moment. 

MHTtas 
Ene •• 

??~~ 
;~ . 

j}-:TC-~ ... ~ t-v"'" .... ,_ ....... 

Cordially" 

Rabbi Marc B. Tanenbaum, Direotor 
Interreligious Affairs Department 



. P B .R SON A L 

Bon. .Joseph M. hoskl;luer 
300 Park Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

May 24, .1967 

I want you to 1mow bow very much I appreciate :your persoual interest 
and everytbiDg that you sought to do. 

I regret. ss I'm sure you do, that the aituStloU was aotopea to 
this a88ur~e for security. It will always be difficult for me 
to understand why lDSecurity is preferable to security i since 
elementary peace· of mind would un!ler all 1IO~1 cttcUIIII!tances be 
s precond!l.tlDn for cl'estiv1ty and effectiveness.· . . . 

Again, with clf!ep spprecist$A>n, 

MBT:MSB Rabbi Marc B. T8I1enbaum 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISIH COMMITTEE 

date June 15, 1967 

to Marc Tan 

from Eleanor Ashman 

subJect Renewal Biographic al material. 

Before you g , would you please 
check this Bi graphy and see 
that it is br. ght up-to-date 
for Fall use. I need this be
fore you leave, if possible. 
Thanks. 

EWA:mm 
Encl: 
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BIOGRAPHY RABB I MARC H. '!:ANENBAUM 

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUM of New York, National Director of 
the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American Jewish 
Committee, is one of the nation's leading rabbis. A religious 
historian and authority on Judaism and Jewish-Christian rela
tions, he has written and lectured extensively on the history, 
theology, and sociology of Judaism and Christianity. In recent 
months he has lectured before international and national confer
ences and institutes at Cambridge University, England; the Uni
versity of Notre Dame; Catholic University; Princeton University; 
HebreH Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion; Woodstock 
College; St. Mary's College (St. Marys, Kansas); the Graduate 
Theological Union ot the Pacific School of Religion; and Fuller 
Theological Seminary, among numerous Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish institutions of higher learning. Rabbi Tanenbaum· .he1ped 
organize and pa!'ticipated in the recent historic "International 
Colloquium on Judaism .and Christianity'; sponsored by the Harv.c:rd 
Divinity Schoo1~ in cooperation with the American Jewish Committee . 

His written "jorks include A Guide to Je~·1ish Traditions and 
Holv Days (Epic Records); co-authorship with Prof. -Leonard ~·1id1er 
of Je~'7ish~Christian Dialogue (published by National Council of 
Catholic Men and Catholic Women; and Our Moral and Spiritual 
Resources for International Cooperation prepared under the editor
ship of Dr. Reirmold Niebuhr for UNESCO. Rabbi Tanenbaum 1 s 
essays and monogr~phs on Jewish-Christian relations have been 
published in such volumes as Vatican II: An Interfaith Appraisal 
(published by the University of Notre Dame Press and Association 
Press); Torah and Gospel (Sheed and Ward); The Star and the Cross 
(Bruce Publishing Company); as ~l1ell as in numerous scholarly. 
religious, and general journals both here and abroad. 

At Vatican Council II, he was the only rabbi in Rome at the 
time of the Catholic Church's voting on the "Jet..,ish declaration, II 
which repudiates anti-Semitism, anG he \'1as frequently consulted 
by Protestant as well as Catholic leaders. 

Huch in demand as a lecturel."" before Christian as well as 
Jewish groups, he is also a frequent guest on television and 
radio programs. He has made numerous appearances on the NBC 
Television NeOvork's TODAY Show, the Huntley-Brinkley program, 
and has also ta.ken part in ABC Television's discussion program 
on The Deputy which tvon an "Emmy" Award, as Nell as CBS Radio ·' s 
''Vlorld of Religion" and broadcasts of the Voice America and 
Radio Free Europe. He is often quoted in such widely read 

.-



publications oS Life, Leak, Newsweek, Cosmopolitan, and The New 
York Times. 

He has served on various United Nations and m·j'ES,CO affilia ted 
cO~IDittees. In addition, · he has achieved natio~al prominence as 
Viee Chairll).an of the Hhite House Conference on Chiidrem and Youth, 
the vfuite House Conference on Aging, and the Religious Advisory 
Committee of the .President's Committee on Equal Employment Oppor
tunity ; as ConsuJ.tant to the Children's Bureau; as a member of 
the lVhite House Conference of Religious Leaders on Race; and 
numerous other positions lvith the United States government. 

A pioneer in rac.e relations, Rabbi Tanenbaum was a founder 
and program chairman of the historic National Conference on 
Race and Religion, regarded by many as the breakthrough in the 
mobilization of religious forces in the civil rights struggle. 
In recognition of the Rabbi's contribution to that effort, the 
President of the National Council of Churches wrote: liThe leac!e.r
ship which you gave on this occasion made the difference in the 
quality and vigor of the whole Conference, and all of ·us in the 
National Council of Churches are grateful to you for this great 
service to our society." He is also a founder and board member 
of the recently-established Interfaith Founda tion for Community 
Organization. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum is the Je\vish cons~ltant to the Pius XII 
Relig ious Education Resource Center and the Sister Formation Con
ference. He has worked cl.osely with Cardinal Bea's Vatican Sec
retariat and with · the American Catholic hierarchy to advance 
Catholic-Jewish understanding and has been active in a similar 
program of cooperation with the World and National Councils of 
Churcr.es' Co~mittees on the Church and the Jewish Pe~ple . Prior 
to assuming his present position, he served as Executive Direc tor 
of the Synagogue Council of America. 

In acknowledgement of his many significant and pioneer con
tributions to interreligious and interracial understanding, St. 
Edward's Univers~ty, a Catholic institutio~ in Austin, Texas, 
si!lgled out Rabbi Tanenbaum as the first rabbi in the nation to 
receive its Coron(.t Alvard for "high ethical standards in pro
fessional life," thereby contributing to "the strength of America . " 

October 1966 
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TO: 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITrEE 

All .Staff Specialists 

Eleanor W. Ashman 

Would you please look over the attached 

biographical material which we would like to 

bring up to date for the fall season. Please 

approve or make any necessary additions or 

corrections. 

Many thanks. 

EWA:vt 
Att. 
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BICGRAPP.Y RABBI MARC H. 'rANEi-.'llAUM 

RABBI MARC H. TANENBAUH of New' York, National Director of 
the Interreligious Affairs Department of the American Jewish 
Committee, is one of the nation's leading rabbis. A religious 
historian and authority on Judaism and Jewish-Christian rela
tions, he has written and lectured extensively on the history, 
theology, and sociology of Judaism and Christianity. In recent 
months he has lectured before international and national confer
ences and institutes at Cambridge University, England; the Uni
versity of Notre Dame; Catholic University; Princeton University; 
Hebret-l Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion; Woodstock 
College; St . Mary's College (St. Marys, Kansas); the Graduate 
Theological Union of the Pacific School of Religion; and Fuller 
Theological Seminary, ~mong numerous Catholic, Protestant and 
Jewish institutions of higher 'learning. Rabbi Tanenbaum' ,helped 
organize and participated in the recent historic "International 
Colloquium on Judaism and Christianity" sponsored by the Harv~rd 
Divinity School~ in cooperation with the American Jewish Committee . 

His written 't<jorks include A Guide to Je'tdsh Traditions and 
He Iv DC:ys (Epic Records); co-authorship with Prof. Leonard s\"idler 
of Je't'7ish-Christian Dialogue (published by National Council of 
Catholic Men and Catholic Women; an.d Our Moral and Spiritual 
Resources for International Cooperation prepared under the editor
ship of Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr for UNESCO. Rabbi Tanenbaum's 
essays 'and monographs on Jewish-Christian relations have been 
published in such volumes as Vatican II: An Interfaith Appraisal 
(published by the University of Notre Dame Press and Association 
Press); Torah and Gospel (Sheed and Ward); The Star and the Cross 
(Bruce Publishing Company); as t'lell as in numerous scholarly, 
religious, and general journals both here and abroad. 

At Vatican Council II, he was the only rabbi in Rome at the 
time of the Catholic Church I 5 voting on the "Je't'lish declaration," 
which repudiates anti-Semitism, and he Has frequently consulted 
by Protestant as well as Catholic leaders. 

Nuch in demand as ' a lecture .... before Christ'ian as well as 
Jewish groups, he is a'lso a frequent guest on television and 
radio programs. He has made numerous appearanc·es on the NBC 
Television Neo'lork's TODAY show, the Huntley-Brinkley progra~, 
and has also taken part in ABC Television's discussion program 
on The Deputy which 't'lon an "Emmyll Award, as 'Hell as CBS Radio ·' s 
"vlorld of Religion" and broadcasts of the Voice .4merica and 
Radio Free Europe. He is often quoted in such widely read 
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pub lications as Life, Leok, ~~leek, Cosm~'politan, and The" New 
York Times. 

He has served on various United Nations and UNESCO affiliated 
committees. In addition, he has achieved national prominence as 
Vice Chairman of the White House Conf.erence on Children and Youth, 
the vlhite House Conference on Aging, and the Religiou3 Advisory "'""-
Committee of the President's Committee on Equal Employment Oppor~ 
tunity; as Consultant to the Children's Bureau; as a member of 
the IVhite House Conference of Re ligious Leaders on Race; and 
numerous other positions with the United States government. 

A pioneer in race relations, Rabbi Tanenba~ was a founder 
and program chairman of the historic Na"tional Conference on 
Race and Religion, regarded by many as the breakthrough in the 
"mobilization of religious forces in the civil rights struggle. 
In recognition of the Rabbi's contribution to that effort, the 
President of the National Council of Churches wrote": "The leac!e.r
ship which you gave on this occasion made the diffe~ence in th~ 
quality and vigor of the whole Conference, and all of us in the 
National Council of Churches are grateful to you for this great 
service to our !iociety .. II He is also a founder and board member 
of the recently-established Interfaith Foundation for Community 
Organization. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum is the Jewish consultant to the Pius XII 
Religious Education Resource Center and the Sister Formation Con
ference. He has worked closely with Cardinal Bea's Vat"ican Sec
retariat an"d with the American Catholic hierarchy to advance 
Catholic-Jewish understanding and has been active in a similar 
progrcID ~f ~ooperation with the World and National Councils of 
Chllrches' Committees on the Church and the Jewish People. Pri~H' 
to assuming his present position, he served as Executive Director 
of the Synagogue Council of America. 

In acknowle"dgement of his many significant and pioneer con
tributions to interreligious and interracial understanding, St. 
Edward's University, a Catholic institution in Austin, Texas, 
singled out Rabbi Tanenbaum as the first rabbi in the nation to 
receive its Coront.t Award for "high ethical standards in pro
fessional life," thereby contributing to "the strength of America . 1I 
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Kr. Philippe Ilaudy 
Soc1eteEQoyc::1opecUque i'z:"81!C1I1se 
SZ. Rue Gelande 
Paris S •. Pranc::e 

Dear Mr.OQpdyl 

I 

/ 
September 27.. 1967 

I ~ just heard from Mr • .Jobn Ress at Hc~aw-Hl11 and he has con
firmed tome your understsncU'(Ig as contained ill :your 1el:ter of June 
8. 1961. 

Pursuant to lIlY oable to you 88 of August 31. 1967, · this will conf1J:lll 
lIlY acc::eptance of the terms thet you hsve specified in your document 
of JUlIe 8th. with the GXl)eption resard1'(l8 your COllllBDt relating to 
"the differenc::e of .• 1.00· extra per set of sheets in royalties." 

As I fndic::ated to you. my obligations are auc::h and my cOlllll1tl11ents with 
programs throusJlout this nation durq the ·nezt year are so extensive 
and heavy that .1 am required to make hard dbDices as to the projects 
thet I engage in on ·a priority ballis. I am col!lllitted to col!lp1ete e 
book for Doubleday. a major essay for a Catholic encyclopedia. a series 
of nat:ionsl racUo and television programs. and 1ectures at some 40 
univ~sities. colleges and seminarles dur1'(l8 the coming academic year. 
In addition. I am ~rk:lng with PnncetonllDiverslty on .a major ;project 
which will place me in the cenwr of !'elationsblps with .... st of the 
major academic $.n8tlr:utlons here and abl:oad. · . 

Be1:Leve me when I tell you "het I am 1IOt try;l.ng to impl:ess you with 
how busy I am. 'l'he POint of .the £01'8801'(18 iii tbat I need tocbose 
those projectll wbf.ch make the .... lIt ~ense for me both in terIIIS of my 

. reputation liS well es in te_ of the practicel re!J1!.lt. 'the origlDa1 
err8118ement that we cUs.cullsed and negotilited. WSB acceptable to me and 
on that basts I began to explore with appropriate scbolars their 
participation in the project. Your letter of June 8th appears to 

, . 

I 
! 

., 



Mr • Phllippe Doudy -2· . Sept. 27 • 1967 

auggest a depsrtuI!e ·in that one refere~e that. 1 · quote above lind I 
would therefore welcome 8 clarification. 

I have signed th8 contracts that you were good enough to sand me 
but have decided to withhold sending \:hem until ·we are clear about 
this specific point. . 

I should like · to. reiterate my conviction that this 1sanextremely 
interesting and potentially ·useful project that I believe will alao 
be commercially quite successful if clime carefully and thOughtfully. 
As soon a8 we have ctarlf1.ed ~s point to . our ·mutual lIatisflletion. 
X wUl send you tbiiI contrllets end then. we will proCeed with my work 

. on the project liS we have discussed it6 . . . 

:With warmest good wishes; I am 

" . 

. ··.MHT:HSB 

.. 

.. . 

.. 

Fa1thfully youn. 

llebbi Marc B~ Tanenbaum 
Dtrector 
lnterrel1g1ousAffairs Department 
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. December 14, 1967 

Photo Editor 
The KQrni1!g News 
WilmingtOD. Delaware 

Dear Sil': 

The enclosed 8tOl'}' has just been brought 
to our attention. The photo iii of Rabbi 
Marc H. Tanenbaum, . Director of Inter
religioua~fatrs for the ~rlcan Jewish 
Committee, ·not of Rabbi Lelyveld. 

I would appreciate it if you · would cor
l'ect . your fUes accol'dlngly. . . 

MY:pc 
el'lc. 

Bee; Rabbi. Marc 

Cordially !l!Nl's • . 

Morton Yermon 
Director of Public Relations 

Tanenbaum .~ 
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PENNSYLVANIA_WEST VIROINIA.DEf..AWARE REGIONAL OFFICE 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
Of B'na; B'rith 

225 S. 15th STREET. PHILADELPHIA. PA. 19102 • PE 5-4267 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 B. 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

December 12. 1967 

If you have to prove where. you were on 
November 4th, here it is. Perhaps you already have 
it, but I am just catching up. 

Always with warmest personal r~gard9 and 
best wishes, I am, 

SLG;trb 
encl. 

Sincerely yours, 

sk.a'ber 
Regional Director 

I 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 
INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RElATION S, 165 E. 56 ST. , NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022, PLAZA 1-4000 
The American Jewish Committee. founded in 1906, is the pioneer human-relations agency 
in the United Slates. II protects the civil and religious righ ts of Jews here and abroad, and 
advances the cause of improved human relations l or people everywhere. 

MORTON YARMON. Director 01 Public Rela/ions 

- NEW YORIC~. :- Rabbi ~M'-a-r-C-H.Tan;'nbit~ ,- Di;e~tor of Interreli~i~~~S- ~f~ 
\ 

fairs of the AMERICAN milS!! COMMITTEE, will receive t'NO honorary 
, 

doctorates and a medal of honor from Catholic colleges during the 
\ forthcoming college commencement season, in recognition of his "out_ 
\ 

standing contributions " to inierreligious and intergroup understand-

ing. \ 
Rabbi Tanenbaum will receive the Medal of Honor from Avila Col-

lege, Kansas City, Missouri, on May 27. On the next day, Saint Am

brose College, in Davenport , Iowa, will confer an honorary Doctorate 

of Law degree on Rabbi Tanenbaum, and .. Sa i nt · Joseph I s College in Phila

delphia ; a 'J csui t - insti-tuti'on; wilr do likewi se on J-une 4. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum will deliver the commencement address at each 

of these three Catholic institutions at the time of receiving the i r 

awards. 

Father William F. Maloney, president of Saint Joseph's College, 

has declared that "Saint Joseph's College remembers with pride the 

long list of outstanding leaders in American life who have been honor

ed in this way since its founding. Your name would truly add lustre 

to this distinguished group and would be a source of inspiration to 

our young graduates because of your outstanding success in the field 

of religious education •••• l know of no one more worthy of this honor 

than your own good self .. " 

Sister Olive Louise, president of Avila College, said that "our .' 

college truly honors itself by honoring you ." 

Msgr. Sebastian G. Menke, preside~t of St. Ambrose College, 

-more-

Morris B. Abram, Pfesiden't; Jacob Blaustein, Louis Caplan, Her~ert B. Ehrmann, Irving M. Engel, Jose.ph M. Proska uer; Honorary Pf~sid~nts; 

Sol M. Linowitz, Chairman, E~ecu!ive Board; Philip E. Hoffman, ChailmM. Board 01 Governors; Nathan A"ppleman , Chairman, Board 01 Trustees; 

John Slawson , !~ec;utive Vic~ PfHident. 

Washi ngton off ice: 818 18th Street, N. W., Washington , D. C. 20006 • European headquarters: 30 Rue la Boet ie, Paris 8, France . South 
Am erica n headquarters: San Ma rtin 663, 2 P. (Cf) , Buenos Aires, Argent ina. Israel headq uarters: 2, Hashott im St reet, Te! Aviv, Israel. 
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monies of Marycrest and St. Ambrose Colleges, which are being held 

on their individual campuses for the first time." 

Rabbi Tanenbaum, a religious historian and authority on Jewish

Christian relations, has written and lectured extensively on the 

history, theology, and sociology of Judaism and Christianity. During 

Vatican Council II he was the only rabbi in Rome at the time of the 

Catholic Church's voting on the "Jewish declaration," which repudiates 

anti-Semitism, and he was frequently consulted by Protestant as well 

as Catholic leaders. He is the Jewish consultant to the Pius XII Re

ligious Education Resource Center and the Sister Formation Conference. 

He was a founder and program chairman of the National Conference 

on Race and Religion. He is at present the president of the Inter

religious Foundation for Community Organization, the recently created 

interfaith group devoted to helping the underprivileged 

to organize themselves for social, educational and economic advance-

ment. 

Founded in 1906, the AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE is the pioneer 

human relations agency in this country. It combats bigotry, protects 

the civil and religious rights of Jews and advances the cause of hu

man rights for all. 

No. 44 
RELPP 
AJ CP 

4/27/67 
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Apdl 23, 1970 · 

",".:n:a~ 

RIIbbiMal'c B. 'hDenbaum 

BASJe DATA i'OR TIIB US 

,'., 

In response to yO\l1' request, I am IlUbmi~tf,ng tile following informa,. 
tion: 

1). Col~ges, UI!i"...itS,es. semfnarles ami degrees: 

ICY e1emeRtary and seconcl8ry re1lgtous and seculsr training were 
taken at the 'flDudica1 .Academy 'Yeshivas Cbafetz Cbayf.m), Bs1t1lDore, 
lid. 

BachelOr's degree - yeshiva· tIQ1verslty, H~ York, H. Y • 
, ~ 

ADd advanced Ta1mlld1e and a.bbiD1e stUdies at the llabbi IHae 
B1cbal!BA 1'heo1C)~1 Sem1Daty of Yesh1va U!11Vl\rslty, B.S. degree in 
1945. . . . . 

ltabbin1c ordlDation (officlal1yordsined a9 "B4bbl, Teacber. 
md Preacher in the BOase of Israel"> confenecl by the .:Jewish Theologi
cal SemtMty, 1950 .• 

Master of Hebrew Uterature degree conf~ed by Jewlah 1'heol<>gi-
cal Semtnsry, 1950. . 

AdvaDeed graduate studies inrellgiouB history, pbllosophy pd 
8oc1010gy of religion at Jo!ms ' Ropkina U!1iVSl"Bity, Balti.mote. ami 
IIev Sciloolfor Social -.,search. 1950-1960. . 

. 2) B.elig1ous Affiliations: 

Member Rabbinical Assembly of America. 1950 tp present. 
Member New York Board of Rabbis, membership group of Orthodox, 

Conservative and Reform rabbis in the met:roP0Utau IIev York area. . 
MetDber Synagogue Council of America, nat10lllll cool'dlDating agency 

fOr Orthodox, Conservative and Reform rabblnic end congregationsl " 
bod4te of Judaism. . . .. ' ., 

., . -.-. . 
;".- ~ .. . """ 
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Member of Steering Colllll1ttee of Religious EdueatiDla Assod.et1on. 
Cba1rman of Interpretation Committee, Religion in AlDericall Ufe. 

coaLitiOft of cathollc, Protestant, Evangelical 8n\i Jewish nl1g1ous 
groUps promoting atterIClallCeat: churches alld SyMl\Dgues. 

Member of the llmerlcan Acadelll)' of BeUg1on. 
Member of Society for the Sciatf.flc Study of Rel1g1on. 
Member .Amerlcan Academy of Re11g1on and Mental Reslth. 
Member Amerlcan AssocistiOft of Church Btstor1afts. 

The ......bership of the above :reLtgfous assoeiatiDlas '!Ire overwhelm. 
1Dg1y clergy from the Cathollc, Protestant and .Jewisb cODllllnlt1es 
who serve together to advsnce (;OiJiWIl objectives in the interests of 
the4' rel:lgJ.ousoommnd tles in this country. ();Iar the Y<!IIra. 1 beve 
been elected by lIlY rabbinic colleagues and Christian assoclol!tes ·to 
pos1t1ons of leadership in maar of these r"'fgfous groups. 

3) Relfgf n ua Publ1catiaDs: 

The following ls II !representatlve Ust of books. p!lq)blete and 
essays., and other articles wt 1 bave 'tIrltteft in recellt: years. In 
each case my intefttlon ~s been to view c;onteq>orary 1saues end 
problems from . the perspectlV1i1 of classlcalrllbb1n1c J\Jdalsm and to 
relate the spirltual ideals and values of Judaism to COlIt1!lllP=81'Y 
C()!I!DIm1ty and indivUual needs: 

A ciu1de to JI!l,ish 'l'ra.u;tions and Boly ll!Iys (&Be attached New 
,York Timee artlcle, April 19. 1970). . 
_ Jewlsb-cbrlstian D18logue: An tntroductiOil to KajOl:' Theologf.eai 
Issues in' RelatloDII Between JudlJ1sm and Cbr18t1aftlty (published by the 
National COftference oJ: Cathollc Bishops Comnlisslo11 on BcumeD1sm and 
Xntel':rel1g1ous Affairs). . 

Judsism and the Modern World: AP anthology of rellalous 
cOllllUetltarles delivered over WINS. Westingbo'lSe Broadcasting system. 
together with hther Ramon Valeut1 of the Cathollc Church and Rev. 
Donald lIoper of the Council of Churches. :( have been seleetedto 
serve 8S the spokasmn for Juddsm in this weekly panel. 

OUr Moral and Spiritual Resources for Xnternatlonal COoperat1cm. 
Torah and Gospel: A serles of eassys by leading Cathollc and 

Jewish scholars on Juda:l.sm alld CbristJ.anity. i'atber Jom ·cranin and 
I wrote the chapters Oft "Church end Synagogue in SOcisl Justice." 

The Star and The Cross-edited by MoJ:her Kathryn Hargrove .1 
Illy esil!lY on Theological and 1I1storlcal Issues in Relotiona between 
Judstsm and Chdstlol!n:l.ty. 
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C4thoUc 'lbeolog1eal SOcieey Pt;oeeediDgsi .Juda~ Views 
Vs~ieBll; CqllQcU n. 

S!!!!serva~ive Judaism: "Israel's Hour of Nee<l lim!. the ,Jewish
Cbrls~1Im Dialo(\\Je. h 

~ter I'on>atiml Bulletin: "An Je'...",llcal Re"'m1ua~iml of 
Chrlst..,Jewish Relations. n 

Woddview; Juda1slD lim!. Pope Job'$ l!Ieyd1cal.l.>IK$D· In 'lenis. 

·1. few~f1D~~e wrt\;~ ue· a~t8eheg. 
them are ave11able OD ~equeet.) 

4) Oc;cupatton; 

Copiea of all of 

My .,resent occupat1on. is thet of Nat10ual D1nctor o£ taten-eUgtous 
Affairs (my counteqart ls Father l4we~d Fl~ who. s.s _utive 
secrec&ry of the U. S. C4thollc Blshops Counisslonon Je·-.!.BIII 4nd 
Interrelf.g1oua Af£Sui! dealing with ca.thol1e"Jew18h Relations. and the 
Rev • Dr.. II.obertDoddil.. df.I:Qctor of tile DiViaicm of ChdstUn UDiey erul 
Jew18h-chJristilln Relations of the Nettonal COllllCit of Churches of 
Christ in tile U.s.A.). 

1 hsveservecl in ~Id$ pqllitiml f~ ten yesrl,l. ~ior to tha~ 1 
served from 1952.19608s Nat10ual ~utlve Vtee"l?r""ichmt of tm;. 
Synagp(\\Je COuneU of Amedea, representf.Dg the nbbin1c od congrega
tionsl branches of OrthodQx. ~servative end Reform Judilism. My 
prilllllry ~eSjJOnSi.billt1e8 with tha Synagogue CaUDell involved "BFe-t
f.Dg the in~rests oj: Ju4aism alld I:be Jewish e(U!l!1llQ1.ty1,n tbeir rela .. 
tiODshfps with the Iomau. CetbDl1c aIId l'Iro~stIJDt c_mities OD lin 
eCumenic.l and Interreligious besis. Apparently beUuse of my 
reputation and eUectiveness with the Synagogue COuQcU 1 we8 inVited 
to ccme to tbe Amer1can Jewish COmmittee alld to csrryout the ichmtu 1 
progltlllll. cooperating ,d.th I:he same Christian inst1tuttm.a erul person
aUties as before. 'the major diUeretlCe 1,n my present poeitiQD is 
that I e1evote less time to a<llD1nistrlltlve respoDs:l,biUt1es alld lIIDre 

to academic study. urit:l:Dg Bud 1ectur1llg than I did at Synagogue 
CcHlQci1.. '1'h1e shift to more eel1g1ous acad ...... c pursuits .. a pr:lJUary 
rei!son for changing my ~sitiml. 

S) ".fob J)escdptJ.cm" 

(a) MY Fimary responsibilities that are 811S1gnecl ~ by tlIe 
.American Jewish Comm1t~ bvolve 

(1) Interpreting the bsslc trs!i1.tions. ideals ed values 
of Judaism to the Christian and Jewish communities. 'rills includes 
extensive lecturi,ng on Judaism before seminaries, universities. clergy 
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l:etnats aud tuBtitutes, ctNJ;chell tIII4 synagogues 111 varlous parts 
of the COUlltry. (Co_tan megazf.:<le last ye ..... characterized this 
1n'i~ ss "the lead1u8 ftuure II1IlOI1g J'e>ltsh ec""""d'ts 111 111ter. 
re1iglous relations and soci.ai justice cOIICerus".) 

(2) Pel:f~ the traditional and classical fUllCt10ns 
of 1:he Rabbi til givSng 1."el1g1ous advice on the basis of Halachah 
(Jewish 'l'eUgious law, ee well as ra11g1ous counselling and pexfon!
ingln1iglous rites and cel'e...,D1els such. ss wed4ings. funerals, 
personal reli(l1ous coundlllng 8s requested by ~s of tb!l Ameri
can Jewish Committee and its staff. 

Moog the l'9Pl'esentiltive persons wham X have served 1u 
one or allOtbel' of tbeae rel1g1ou8 capacities 111 l.'eceJ)t IIII/Dths are 
Mr. lIalph Bass (c0IID8811Sng on a reUgiDus audpsyeholog1clll family 
problem ofllOme duntiDD)' the fuael.'al of Mrs. Duale Coben, such 
wedd1ugs as those of the dsughter of Mrs. Meli.llB SbIgeI:man. Ale 
secretary end Mra. J'udirh lIIIlIki. staff professionsl, cOUllllelling on 
mixed marriages; such as thllt of Mr. and Mrs. G. SiIIabad's dsug1¢erj 
counsellSng on ~l 8IId uuvelling ceremonies of Miss JeR Kern, 
Accounting Office and JlI,II1erOIl8 other simi 1ar situations. I am 
regularly consulted by rabb1D1c IIssocist~s in this country IID4 
Ilbrosdfol.' rel1g1Ous guSdance t COIIIISe1 and op1u1oD on qu!lseions un 
which I am regarded to have spedsl rel1g1ous compel:ellCe. For~
ample,the Gb1ef Rabb:l of Seo t!lOlo. 1II.'allU, . hils recently written 
1:0 me for a religious opbl1on regardlllg jotnt Uturgicsl. cerelllOll1es 
w1th Chxtst1aDs there. I hIIve received similAr questlass for 
reU,g1ous Op1u101U1 of this kind from many parts of the _1d. 

4 review of my var10us religious f1lnct1ons would demoI\strate that I 
.. presently cm:ryf.ng out: as _it relf.gioua ceremon1a1 functions as 
a ~\llllber of nbb1s 111 1II04est.sized loeal coagregatiDlIS U01melly PElre 
form. 'lhe CODIIterpolDt is "lso aile. uame1y. thllt the average rabbi 
in middle to large sille Jewish .congregat1.0ru0 1.s engaged 111 general 
CQl!!!!!!1Dal functions lDvolving ~umenica1 and interreli8ious activities 
identl.cal to those which X carry out on S III1tionsl level 111 behalf of 
tbo ,Jewisb C9""""I1ty. 

(b) .as other ciQcuments from the American Jewish Colllll1ttee have 
attested 1.n the past. s1l1Ce 1930 the 1'091tlo" of Natlona 1 Director of 
bterreU.glous Affairs has been held only bya rabbi siDee the 
intellectual and spiritual responsibilities of this office can be 
fllled only by one Who has been fully trained 1n Judaism and who has 

. been ordsiDed by an estab11shed sem$n:n:y ;Rid tts bigbest re1i8lous 
autbor:l.ties.. As testimony to this fact. no layman bas ever held this 
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poslti.Qn.Stme It substallUal ~t; of tile ~1e of the Nliitf.Q1lal . 
Interreligious Afia1l:'s Director inVQlvel' the ,jIE!d'o,,, ... ce of 
reUg!.o\1s cerelllOl!f.als. the preseIlCe of II ~abbl is mandato'l')'. 

' , ' '" 
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Bon. George Caraey, 
Justice. New York; State . 
SUpreme Cour·t, 
110 Centre Street 
Ret< York, N. Y. 

Dear Judge Caruey: 

March 23, 1970 

I hope youw111 fDr81ve my: preaUII!Ption in uritillg you about Graham Bass 
,,110 is a defendant .in a ease before you, and who is DOW undergoiJIg a 
procesll which I understand makes such letters permisa1ble. 

I have kIIDwn Graham and his family for tel) years. Darizla the pIIstfew 
mouths I have observed Graham's emot1Qna! ~o .. th and hisdetendaation 
to make up for his past by resolving to ChIlD&" bill way of lUe toward a 
C01I8truetive inte8l'ati01l into soclety. 1'rev1ow;1y 1 had witDessed hb 
coDtrlt:l.onand mentalanguiilh and tile ~lvr1ng SOxrQW of his parents. 
11 know tlley are DO different in tbisrespect from otller aff1f.ctea people. 
but I _ . such goocl. hope '4IIC1 rieh potential for their fut_ that 1 can-
not refrain from crmmm1catf.ng lIlY feeliDg& to :you. . 

(1:raham was a. UkHble, well.obehaved youth ,,&0 abawedeveEY ev1deace of 
bei:moiog e useful cU:izen. Tra81eally, 1!leDtBlllhlesa intervened. Now;' 
several years 'atet, be 14 starti.Qg em the road back. He 14 wotkiJ!g 
haN and eanestly. gettiDg up at S:30in tile morning to get to his job 
on \:lII:Ie. Twice a ~ berecdvell psychiatric therapy 4IIC1 on those days 
he does Iiot get home until close to mf.dni gbt. Yet the next day he takes 
up his_l .routiDe. BiB employer, I underlltallil. haa been 1mpl'esaed 
by h1s responsible actf.oDll and sees a br1SJlIi"futare for him wlth his 
compaoy. . 

Beyond aU thf.a. I feel that this l4s JDIID8 man who has tzulyreeogniZM 
hOw ill lie was and who is '~ to become rehablllb!ted ~ 

f· . , 
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iron.George carney March 23, 1970 

getting the best professional advice 1D the future. Bventually,he . 
!lopes to make 8~h progress in his business end personal life that 
he c~ ~ " -80c;lally constructive clt12en ubi) can help serve 
othel:a.. -. 

. In his. effort to return to soeiety. Graham MI> thel>trcmg support end 
love of hf:Bfamily and. II number of devoted frielills. I earnestly hope 
the Court will be ml)tivated by COIi!pa9sion and mercy and w11l be able 
to IIllow him to <:olit1nue re.-buUd:\.Dg his life, wh1ch. in my jndgmqt. 
would be tbehigb>"t fOI:lll of justice. 

Beapeetfully yours. 

Babbi Marc .lL T8DeIlballlli 
Had.onal Director 
1nte~lf.&1Ous Affairs !)epal'tme1lt 
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Iiew YOH, B. Y. 

III _pitin of his "outsh'"",gg cOlltZ'liIuticllla" to f.atel'* 

~U8tous _ iIltergloup 1~cfer9tADdf"8,_ CM1Jolk eoUeses 

Will ~ '\iJ!OJIllebbl Hare H.ft" ... ah_ hollow.,. dDcto:':4tes ·aad 

8 t:hfz4 vill award him i.tIt He4al of BolIo:.: dud,1IS tile .~omt"g 

SainC:Joseph's Coilegeill1'b1J.adelph1a, • ~ illstitlltiD ... 

ami. Saf.at .ilabuse Coliep iIlllaue'ijHlJ:t. 1Owa.w1U cODfm: boDoroary 

Docto1:a~ of I,aw d6~ _ R.bbi ,........... 1m Juae ltd> IIDd 

IfI!y 2Stb, I'eSpeCUvel,.. CD Hay 27th. llablti. .,..nbal& ufoU l:eCei.ve 

the Medal of BolIo:.: £1:_ Av11aCoUega llabltl~. who 1a 

the *tfDul lIlre«or ofd!e JlIunvlla;toQ$ Aff.iIln Oepalitlllellt of 

the iImericaa .Jew1ah Cliwd.ttee ,. will cJeU_ theccM'PW'''' _r 

acldl:esi!es ft . • i:IIeSe l:breeC"""oUc illstl~ at the c:ima of 

:.:ecelv1ll8 thett _48. 

Pathu lalu'8III. r ~ MsJ.oaey .• . pRsldeDt of Sa1llt Jo-r. 8 

eol1ege. bas cJeclaed tbarttSaS$ . .Joeeph-s cq"etii' ""i"f!> 'sa wit" 

pride ·Chc· loDgUat of ov.ttitll!!dhl8lea~lI ill AmedeGa llfc! wbo 

!lave ~ ~:!:~ ill thls Wtryslllee ira fOQUdf'l8_ YOUJ' ume _lel 

t1:U1,. 444 1!$tte to this c1lStiDg"1ahed 1lR1JP IIDd would be 8 .1IOIJftle 

of tDst>uB1:iOD to our youQS ~adQat~S ~ of )'OUlr' .outiltamUIIS 

SI.ICCeS$ ill * field of i:E'11gSous edIIeatloia ..... l kIIGw of .., ODe 

III~ vortb.7 of t:bi.$ bono:!: thll!l ~ own 3IOd self •. n 
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Siscu C)lbe 1(mfee. prellfclm¢ ofAvi1e CDllese. osWtbat 

'''oul- ,coll. tn1¥ ho&:t.no lt$eU by I: "Itaa )'OIl." 

W$gr. Seb8$1:f.aD c. NeMe. preotdent of ,ft. Ambi:ose College, 

" 01IIl0'~4 ,~t IlIIbbl ~ a. "_'BUIIt "wUi«d4l:ess joiat 

"ccalaurea~ _e ... a.le8of~et _St,. oWwo_ CoUeps ' 

wbteb Be W$l8 fIIl14 oD tbek i$!lUvfdnel C4iiUfUlk!8 fm' tile fint , 

,dIiIe.,n 

'MB'l:NSB, 
4/18167 



C. INTElIFAI.TH ACTIVITIES 

I.. i~ · a opecl.l ChrIs.. azlne sectIon published by the Jer.sal 
Pos.t on Doc. ~litll ..... placed an ad publlalzlng the •• allablllty of the 
l'TTii 11ft .. landI! and the brochure. "Plannl"g Gut de for Chrlst,r an V I s 'l tors 
In Israel" (AppendIx C). 

2.. • rep~ted the AJC at tt\e enthrorwmnt C8reR;WIY fair HII ~at Itude. 
IIngsr. James J .... ph Beltrlttl • . t~ new LatIn PatrIarch In Jer .. alem. 
Natu'rally the appropriate goverrliaant agencies were rePruen~d - the- -~res- I 
the ForeIgn. Office. the Hlnlstry fo, ReligIous Affaln. arid the Dlstrhit· 
CqmmI,.lone, - but It II noteNo,thy that AJt ... the only non-gove'~tal 
inltltiltlon 'epre ..... ted. 

t 
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3. As a matter of good Interfaith relations, thl. office secured 
a quantity of Pilgrims Map of the Holy land with the local Imprimatur 
(Appendix 0). 

4. As scheduled and as reported last month, the consultation with 
Landrum 80t ling and Paul Johnson on the Quaker Document "Search for 
Peace In the MIddle East'\ ·took place on -De.c:elgber 7th at the Van Leer 
Jerusalem Foundation. Joining U5 were Drs. Saul Friedlander, l.tenahem 
Milson, Yoram Ben Porath, Ernest Stock and Zv' \lerbJowsky , (Shlomo Avlnerl 
was the only one who disappointed us). Boiling, who naturally chaired 
the tape~reeord~d session, earnestly commen~d AJC fDr Its Initiative In 
creatIng and Implementing this p~ram and asserted that he was not 
Interested In defending the monograph as much as a contInuIng search for 
peace. On the whole. the consultatIon went well, waS very nuch worthwhile 
and both Boiling and Johnson were able.!9'ay to me the next day, with 
apparent slncerety. that It was very W}forthwblle. And yet, 8011'ng was 
dealt sooe body blows although I OIIst say he handled himself very wei I. 
At the end of the consultation, Boiling declined my Invitation to assume 
responsibilIty ,for transcribing the tapes and asked me to get him the 
tapes for his C)lI:rt use back homo (shel t we attach any s'nlster meaning 
to thIS?). In any case. I asked for a copy of the transcript and I l!I8y 
or may not get It. Meanwhile;" here are ~ of the more Significant 
points made: . 

a. a great 4ea(Mas made of the allegedllssJlJlllletry" In the patred propo5als 
the Quakers make to the two sides. This was haJmJered away at a numbe.r of 
times. Please note that the sa~ potnt was made by George Gruen In his 
crltl~ with specl~l reference to page 53 of the document~ 

b~ not I!IIch time N.as spent on this, but errors of fact were subf?ltted : 
examples ~ Je\1S never served as Judges In Arab countries; Jews were 
seCOftd-clsss clf:lz6!lS; "he P~lestllRdream of the ''multl-rel'gloLiiS''tate" 
of flusUms, ·Christlans and Jews me .... ly .... cognlze. the Jews as • religious 
mInority; the historical Jewish pnBsence In Palest.newas not confined to 
Jerusalem but abo Included IIablu." Gaza, Dberlas and ·Safed. 

c. consIderable tl~ ~ spent on reaching some kind of agreement that 
Ara~ ''humlllatlonJ' is a causattve factor In their behavior. Solltng 
argued that because of thIs 'hUmi II atl on , IS,rael ,must 'ta~ the Inltlattve 
and 'recognlze the . InJustice done to the Palest"irilans. The Israelis argued 
that Arab oumlJ 'atlon Is to be traeed, not to 191,8;. but: to the earlier 
aware~ess that It Is no longer superIor to the western world. Further, 
If we are to reeogn'ze humlllatlon . as a factor, then we can no longer 
talk about equals or part";' .. but a. a psychologist dealing with his 
patient. 

d. BoIling made the absolut~ point thet In his opinion there can be no 
peace without some. wlthdr.awa1. this appl .fes partlcul~rly to JeJ'\lsalem 
where the new Ilamat Eshkol Is a pricking obstacle. HI. own ~ugge.ted 
gestures Include opening the Canal or enabling a Muslim hegemony over 
~Jeru$ale", borough. 

e. To a man, the' : IsraeliS took issUe with every· .uggestlon about modifying 
tht status of Jerusalem • . One' :sald out loud ·that an Israeli Jerusalem Is 
a. t~orn · In the . 'ubfol\sclous·of ihe Christian.. o~ .. argued that the 
sacredness of JerUgaiem Is not an Issue slnca It sh~uldnlt make any 
difference .who Is .In It so long a. all the holy placeS are equally 
available. 
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f. There was no agreement ~atsoeyar concerning the peaC3-maklng or the peace
keeping role of the U.N. In fact, one Israell ·made the rather dramatic 
point that the U.N., In one gufse or another, has been hard on the Jews 
for some 1700 years. 

g. At tho end, 8ol11n9 earnestly Invited the group to submit additional 
textual crltlclsm5 and freely to recommend what they think the ,uakers 
can continue to do tn the search for peace. 

In art November tepart, I Invited advi,ee on how to handle the. expenses 
for the Boll log conference and I ask It agalo. 

S. S. I called upan fils. Clothilde I""thys to keep In touch with the only 
Interfaith diAlogue group In Tel Aviv, only to learn that there 15 no 
-change In the -earnest but souebow I!I)dest week1y undertakings .. In that 
city. I agreed to address t~ g~up again next month. 

6. I ,paId a courtesy call on Sister Laurice, ~h. Mother G.,neral of all , 1 
the Sisters of 210n Convents located In 9 different countries. Taklng_(~-~~ 
along wIth her and her associate, SIster Stella f~ Australia, at the 
Ecce Homo Convent, we ranged over a large variety of subjects and she 
expressed profound satisfaction with ~ dlacu5s1on of AJC'S concerns and 
programs. Of special interests were her prompt and positive response to 
my suggestion that the Israel Offloo participate In the Inltlsl orientation 
of Sisters .as they are aSilgned to tonVent~ In Israel. 

7. The December meeting of the Ecumenical r.esearch Fraternity was devoted 
to u critIc of the November Co1loquium. Participating wore Brother Marcel 
and Zvl ~'e:rblow5kv who was quite brlniant. '",111 fon-lard the Hfn'tes 
to Harc as ~oon ~s they "ara published. 

S. I seek afresh the aClvlse sought concerning ·Werbl0W5ky l s request to me 
.to help him formulate a fresh role for the Israe1 Interfaith Conmittee 
(see Nc-ver.lber report, Item I. page It). tleanwhlle, here are my thoughts 
wh.ich I sulJrnlt not only for information but also for a reaction. In l 50 

doing, I poInt out at the outset that AJC Is a .JeWlsh ageney and a foreign 
ORe to boot. 

I see the IfC as .omethlng like an NCRAC. It should add to It. membershIp 
constituent rep~entatlves · from such organizations as Neve Shalom, Hes 
Ammim. the Hebrew University Adult Education Center, the Tel Aviv dialog 
g~uP. the Israel Office of the World JewIsh Congress, the External Relations 
Department of the Jewi.sh Agency. the Ecumenical 'Theological J\eseardl fraternity 
the United Ch~15tlan Churches In I$rael, the SIsters of ZIon, the AJC. 
Vilied In thi.selbroad, tepresentatlve terms, the,) Ie would then have the 
following func!tJons: . . 

a. as the only Interfaith organltatlon tn Israel. It would relate to all 
other fnterfalth organ1zatlons In the world. 

b.. tt would undertake matters of national or inte.rnatlonal concerns and 
. . Issue unifIed statements over appropriate Issues (like the £1 Aksa fire). 

c. publish documents, materials, reproduce material of worth (like the 
Popals statement) and put out readers on Jevll$h-thristlan relations. 

d. stlmulato actIvity on the local level but would not undertake co,,!,etl ' 
programs. 

e. spensor a llbaery and perhaps a acholarly Journal. 
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f .. ·undertake 5unmer semInars for theologlesl students . 

g . mobilize rea~tlon. of all the con$t~uents to appooprlate materials 
sueh BS the (luBker document .. 

h. Work with and try to develop East Jerusalem clergy. 
I . Work with and try to develop Muslim clergy, 

~ : On December 9th, I ·represented AJC at a consultation that took place 
at the Hebrew Un iversity Faculty Club tD consider the request and propoSa1 
of the Theological F'ratarnlty to set ~ a docunmntat l on center. Pr,"ent 

'were Vefblowsky (who unaccountably or lDIybe not &0 Llnaccountably,. was 
c.hal rman) f Rev. Schoneveld, d·~~-'M4 AP-c.M~ Broth.r Ar.i)rose of the 
Dormltlon Abbey, Or. Yohanan Bloch 01 the Beer Shava University, Brother 
Karcel, Prof. Hoshe Greenberg , Abbot Klein of the Dormltlon Abbey, Father 
Stlassny. Or. Vena ~1alaehy and myself. After a thorough and not too 
paInful process, agreeuent was reached that $'Uch a tenter Is des I reable, 
and that there be published a quarterly dealing with these fields of 
Interest: Hebrew scripture - both Scholarly writIngs and aspeeta of the 
role of the $crlptures In modern Israel' lIfe and Jewish understanding ; 
New Testament ; JewIsh-Christian relatlons, both past and present; other 
articles considered to be of significance. I~ asked to undertake to 
prepare a draft budget for such an undertaking which would Include the 
necesllty for providing for an editorial staff . Once thIs project gets off 
the ground It could fly. 

10. In a brief conversation with Benjamin Jaffe of the Jewish Ageney'. 
External Relations Department, he reported to me that. followIng a trip 
to the U.S., he has dropped efforts to organIze Amer ican branches. He told 

that Harc Tanenb ext. Iy ful . I hereby req t of /larc 
a report of his conversations with Jaffe so that I, In turn , will be able 
to relate to this new develop t on a surer footing. 



~alia Airlines 
Mauger, Customer Relatf.oDS 
666 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10019 

Dear Sir.: 

Bebruary28. 1967 

On my return f1i1lllt frOID Rome, flight #610 OD Sustday, February 
26th, I was very upset to fiDd that a relatively new piece of 
luggage that I had purchased ill Rome had its handle dped down the 
side of the bag. snd also that the zipper was for s_ rea$OD open 
more than 3/4 down the aide of the bag. On returning home and ex
amining the contents, I found that my Remington eiecttt4c shaver 
had diaappeared and two religious articles including my prayer 
shawl were also missing. 

As I have used Alitalia overseas service on a number of occasiona, 
I was quite disturbed by this exper1eDce. 

The baggage tag fJAZ OS 487 25i; mytlcket fJ29770115S. 
The ticket was purc:hsaed by our "ave1 ageJlt iD New York on 
February 15th. . 

The bag coat ... $40.00 in Italian 1ire. Because it is made of 
heavy Italian IU!pel it: cannot be repaired ill thie country. Alao, 
from miShandlhlg the metal frame On the bottom of the bsg broke 
throll8h the plastic. If you are prepared to have the bag repeired 
iD IIpme, I will be glad to make it available to you. Frankly, · 
I thhlk it is DOW beyond repeir . If you could purchase a substitute 
bag in IIpme I will be glad to give you the name frCIID whi!re I pur
chased it. If not, I would want to replace this 26" bag with an 
American bag of the sa... size. 

o 
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May I look forward to hearing . from you at your earliest convenienee. 

MIlT: as 

Yours sincereiy. 

Rabbi Marc R. TaDenbaum, Director 
Interreligious Affairs Department 

.. 
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URBAN WGUE DINNER. May 4, 1967 _ , 
. ' . ~, 

INVOCATION BY RABBI MARC H.~AUM" , 
National Director, In~ltgti)us Affa$.rs Depsrt:llletlt 
American Jewish Committee 

RlBON HAOLAMIM, FATHER OF ALL MANKIND 

WE YOUR,SONS AND DAUGIITl!RS. BIUYIHERS AND SISTERS ONE TO Al'lMHER. 

STAND GATlIEIIED AT THE TWlLIGIIT OF ANOTHER DAY. UNITED IN GRATITUDE 

AND REVERENCB. WE ARB , GRATEFUL FOR THE MYST!!RY OF OUR Vl!RY BEING, 

AND REJOICE IN THE WOimER Oli'AWAKENING )lAlLY FROM SLEEP INTO LIFE. 

WE ARE 'l'HANKFIlL FOR THE MIRACIB OF DAILY LIFE, FOR TIlE FOOD, CIDTHING, 

SHELTER SET BBl'ORE US BY APA'l'IBIIT. IlM!R ·~ING $'llI'RE. AND THROUGH 

THE LOVING woRKs OF CilIlII'l'LESS FEIJ.OW M!!N AND WOMEN OF ALL RACES AND 

CREEDS JOINED TOGETHER IN INDUSTRY FOR OUR COMMON WEilL. 

AS WE ASSEMBLE FOR T1IE P1IEllERIClt DOUGLASS AWARDS DINNER TO HONOR 

OUR ESTEEMED GUESTS FOR "DISTINGI1ISlIBD UlADERSHIP TOW,ARDS EQUAL 

OPPORTUNITY," MAY 'mIS BE A TIME FOR ALL OF US TO REACH OUT INTO THEE 

IN BOBE AND RENEWED FAfrlI IN THE SURVIVAL OF TOWRROW. MAY THE WIU. 

COME FROM THEE TO ANNUL WARS. AND T1IE SHEDDING OF BLOOD FROM THE 

UNIVERSB,' AND 1'0 EXTEND A PEACE GREAT AND WONDROUS IN THE llNIVERSE •• 

THAT ALL THE llESIDENTS OF THE EARTH RECOGNIZE AND KNOW THE INNERH:lST 

TRUTH. THAT WE ARB NOT COME INTO THIS WORLD FOR QUARlIEL AND DlV1SION, 

NOR FOR HATE AND JEALOUSY, CONTRARINESS AND BLOODSHED, Btn' WE ARB 

COME INTO THIS WORLD TO LIVE WGETHER IN PEACE AND FREEDOM WITH ONE 

ANOTHER TO SEEK JUSTICE, RELIEVE THE OPPRESSED, COMFOIl'l THE FATHER

LESS. PlEAD FOR TIlE WIDOW, AND '1'0 LIVE AS OOOD NEIGHBORS, UNDER THy 

CIlIDING PROVIDENCE. ALL THIS WE ASK AS WE INVOKE THE ANCIENT 

'lIEBRJ!W BIBSSING 



bee: Mare H. Tanenbauml 
Bertram H. Gold 
Abner J. Kupperman 

David ".i'. Go~dst:J.ck.. E:"sq. 
Foundat.ion l!B.n.ager 

ESP-B 

!-1creh 2B. 1973 

_~'!a~r~t~'n,:::,T~ ... n~'~D~b~.~!~",,-!F~o~u~n~d~a~t~lo~n;-_ -- Halperin.. Smaers & Goldot:1ck 
551 Fifch Avanue 
~ew York, ~-l.Y. 10017 

Dear DilVid: 

I vas sorry 70U could not be with us iast Tuesday wben Sister Ann Gillen 
gave her report of the tttiv1ties of the national IlltarreUgioua 'task 
Force on Soviet Jewry to Hinnie LoQOO, Barbara Levi .and Arnold Alperstc1n. 

Eowevar, the full report sent to each of the trustees 8hows the vitality 
of the Task Force in 8 n~ber of areas and especially in ~r8halline 
BUpport for the abanc1onoen.t .of the ~'r3nsom'l em1sratiou tax. 

Tbe second tfational Interre11n.1ous Ta.sk Force Consultation will be held in 
Yashington, D.C., May 13-14. with o~6 day-spent in Congress meetint with 
Senators and Represent8t~ves: another day in orgasi&iug the cooperation of 
the Christian religiolls ccmrmnl1ty. We invited l·frs. tomeo, !·irs. LEV! and 
Mr. Alpersteia to attend tbis Cousultat:.icn11f their schedules permitted 
and would be <lellg,."'ited i.t others trustees f-ound. it possible to be vith us 
4S well. 

Sinee the "Dlanned Inte.rrellgiQus lllSBlon to the Soviet under Congressman 
Dr.1nan's laiidc.rsh1p was b1ockltu. by the Soviet Union, tIle Ta.sk Force is 
pLann1ag a {~nts Leadership Mission witb low visibility until theLr 
V~$lt is over~ Sister Ann ~l then be ·visiting no~ for meet1nsc with 
Vaticsn officials, Geneva for cont&ets vith the World Council of Churehes 
w1.th the expectAtion. of 1:oroad~n1n3 ..the~ . ';6:;.k Force co .an interna.t1.onal 
"OOvetl;ent. 
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DaVid T. Goldstick, Esq. - 2 - March 28. l~;'~ 

The work cnnled on these P3St nonths has (';cmerated 80 mAlly activities 
tbat VB must provide full tima secretarial ntQf£ to deal ~th dAY to 
day Matters 48 Ann eaets roqu~9tD froD ~y parts of the country to 
participate in and addrBB8 mcetluZ6 and conferences of wouen's groups, 
c.hureh organizationa, etC. We are now in the process of establ10hlng 
a Speakers' Bureau, d.cveloping a resource guido, piatu11ng throe onaTe 
rQgloDal consultations. all of ·which Tequiro a larger ~udget for the 
~oelng year. ForcunBtely. some of Siater Ann's travel expenscs at'Q 
borne by groups 1ovit1ng ber to speak. 

lie knov nov on the basis of expenditures to date and outBtauding billa 
thAt your gront of $10,000. will C3rry us only through the enrl of Apr~l. 
possibly tho first week 1n Hay. The encl-.)6~d proj0.:;t,;ec budeot for one 
year beginning Uay 1st 18 self exp1an!ltory. Our Qrr3n~~C:::lt with SisLer 
Ann must be adjusted at that tl.a-.a: for she b.ls been work1nz for :"eas tt.om 
A secretary earns thesG days. We are seeking other foundation support ~~ 
help meet this projected budget but hope you nnd your co-trusteeo will ac~ 
favorably at your meeting on Karch 29th on this request for a furthor £ran" 
of $15,000 from tbe Tananba .... l'oundation. This 18 8 crucially im;>orta:.< 
tiDe for tbe Task ¥orce anA your 8upport 1s urgently needed. 

If you 8hould like to di.CWl8 any aspect of thie, 1 shDl.l be happy to ""'Ge· 
ritb you. 

1fT dee,..t appreciation to all ebe trustees of the Foundation. 

7: 

, 

... 

. -.. 

COrdially, 

Rabbi ~farc ll. Tanenbaum 
NAtional Director 
Interreligious Affaire Departme~ ~ 
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NATIO!IAI. Il,Tl!BlI!:LIGIOIlS TASK FORCE Oil SOVIET JE'JRY 

Budget Projee~fon 

May 18t 1973 - April 30th 1974 
(Based on Sh: !!onths Operac1ng Uxper1enee) 

Executive Director 
Secretary 
Social Security, tl'nemp. Ins., 

Workmen's CoJil,pentJOltloD, etc. 

Rent 
Telephono 
Office Supplies. Stationery, Postage 

Printing (, DupUeatlns, 
CIncludes 4 issuc&; of the "Task", 
4 iBsues at. Ac.tion Alert, Re
source Cu1de Pres~tation; 
Pamphlet for use of religious 
and aoele! studies high school ~eaeher.) 

Natioaal Coosultotlon 
(l'.3y, 1973 in WABh1ngton) 

Three Regional Conferences 
1973: L. A • . Atlenta, Boston 

Woman' 9 Leadership Mission to the Sovie.t-: 

Speakers' Bureau 

ITavel, Per nl~ «nd Accommodation: 

Office Services (Letterlahop, e.tc .. ) 

lOX cOntingency 

Total 

l'otal 

$ 

1973/4 

10,000. 
5,720. 

___ -=.1,572. 

n ,292. 

1,200. 
900. 
850. 

5,000. 

4,500. 

2,500 .. 

500. 

2,000. 

700, 

3.764. 

Crarul Total $ 41,406. 

-



Mr. John £. Editor 
Queens-Brooklyn Section 
New York Daily News 
220 East 42nd Street 
New Y!lrk. 'N. Y. 

Dear Mr. Baird: 

January 8. 1973 

On Sunday morning. January 14th, a group of religious and communal 
leaders of the Jewish community i.n Queens will join in honor4nlg 
Rabbl Marc H. Tan\!nbaum as their "1973 Man-of-the-Year." 

The specific occasion which has called forth this tribute is the 
role that Rabbi Tanenbaum has played recently in motivating our 
community in becoming iI:1volved effectively in helping same of the 
several hundred thousand Jewish poor people in New York. The 
proceeds of this, meeting, which inaugurates a series of activities, 
will be devoted entirely ,to support of the poor people in this city. 

Rabbi Tanenbaum. as you may know, is National Interreligious Affairs 
Director of the American Jewish Committee. We enclose some back
ground material which will give you some idea of the range of his 
activities and services as the leading Jewish figure in interrelig
ious affairs and social justice during the past 20 years. 

If you wish to interview Rabbi Tanenbaum. ~peeae feel free to call 
him at this office or at his home in Jackson Heights. Queens at 
TW 8-5463 . 

Thank you for your interest and cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

MSB:IIBJ\ ,\, JI!. A) 
Enc ls • ~ (J4 I/) . J.<.4..<Uf 

Miriam S. Binder 



Mr. I.W. Brody 
,Orela Management 
225 Park Avenue South 
New York. New York 

Dear Mr. Brody: 

November 6. 1964 

Prior to the onset of the slIIJIDer ,"'00 will recall we 
discussed the problem of iasufficient electrical current to 

, , mll1ntain our present equipment. You agreed at that time that 
' you would allocate $200 to help cover part of the cost of in-
' stalling a ' new line. ' 

Because i bad to leaVe the country and was involved with 
a number of ,other lectltt'e tours in 'the States. I wail unable 'to 

' pursue this matter. , Also. because we spent whatever , other, time 
I had here with my faQdly 'away from the apartment the need to 
take care of the electrical wiring was not 1umediately before 
us. But now that ,I am back I want ' to take ,care of this thing 
at once because our problelllB of not being able to usa a toaster ' 

, or other basic equipment is reducing us to a primitive living. 
, Would you therefore please send me a check in the , amount of $200 

earmarked on ,the face of 1t for electrical work? 1 have someone 
in-mind and would proceed immediately to remedy this condition • 

. " . ' . . . 

May 1 look forWard to heariagfrom you at your early 
convenience? 

" 

MHT:fb 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum. Director 
, Interreligious Affairs Department 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH - RABBI HARC H. TANENBAllH 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR 
INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DEPARTHENT 
Al1ERICAN JEWISH CQHHITTEE 

Rabbi Harc H. Tanenbaum is Natlollill Director of the 

Interreligious Affairs Department of the American jewish Com-

mit tee . Hailed by the United Press International as lIone of 

the nation's leading Rabbis, he was the only Rabbi in Vatican 

City at the t1me of the introduction of the Jewish decree at 

the Ecumenical Council, where he ~~~ coqpulted by numerous 

Cardinals, BiShops, and Protestant observers . Rabbi Tanenbaum 

has held a number of significant government, civic, and re-

ligious positions of national prominence. He has served as a 

vice-chairman of the White House C.onference on Children and 

Youth, the. Hhite House Conferenc~ on Aging, the Religious 

Advisory Committee of the President's Committee on Equal Employ

ment Opportup.ity, Consultant to the ' Children's Bureau, Hhite 

House Conference of Religious :- Leaders on Race, in addition to 

numerous other positions with the United States Government and 

United Nation~ Advisory Committees. 

Regarded as an authority on Christian-Jewish relations, 

he is the Jewish Consultant to the Pius XII Religious Education 
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Resource Center and The Sister Formation Conference. He has 

worked closely with Cardinal Beals Secretariat and tLe Americar~ . 

Catholic hierarchy to advance Catholic-Jewish understanding 

and has been active. in a similar program of coope:.. .. ation wi th the 

''''or-ld and National Council of Churches COIlJlTlittees on the Chul. ... ch 

and the Jewish People. He has written for C"atholic, Protestant, 

Jewish .. and general publications and has lectured before numerous 

seminaries and universities. He has been interviewed by L,IFE 

and LOOK MagazInes on ecumenical relations. You may have seen 

him on a nUmber of cccas ions on the NBC-TV network TODAY m. OW 

in which he appeared 1n Q: series with BishOp Fulton A. Sheen; 

over ABC-TV with Dr. Reinhold Neihbur and on numerous other 

network and local radio and TV programs. 

He has served as one of the "Founding Fathers" and as 

Program Chairman of the historic National Conference on Religio~ 

and Ra~e c. For his service in this field~ the President of the 

National Council of Churches has paid tribute to Rabbi Tanenbaum 

in these words: 

liThe leadership which you gave on th!.s occasion madr.,. 

the difference in the aulity and vigor o~ the whole Conferen~~ 

.9lld all of us in the NatioT'.al Council of Chu:"'cr..es are grateful 

to you for this gr9at sel~vice to our society." 
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Jcne 30. 1964 

Persormel- ~.ta.; W&lft! 
. 11arc~a~ . 

REFURD FOR. BLllB SBIEiJ) PA'2I'II!IlrS 

As my wife and I indicated to you in our ucent conversations, 
1 had paid my premiums both ·for Blue Cross and for Blue Shield and . 
thell was given the option to join CIII. I joined GIll which became 
effective on January 1. 1964. t then inquired of Natalie about 
the possibllttY of dropp1Jlg Blue $Meld s1.nc:e it overlapped with 
.GHI and involved me 111 double pS)'llent. . "Natalie cOIICurred and 
agreed. that she would try to suspend the Illue Shield as of January 
1964 • . She apparently did not follow up on this for SOme time and 
finally notified me that I could not drop Blue Sh1eld sillce 1 was 
paid up through Jammry 1964. She said that the p8YQ1e11t involved 
SOllIe $20 and ' that I would continue to receive ful1 bellefita from 
Blue Shie.1d "rider the £antily contract pm. 

. Dur1Jlg April and lllly';f 1964 we 118d several major doctor 
bills and wben the physicians submittedfoms to Blue Shield. they 

. were lIIformed that my membership "as discontinued as of January 1964 
and that therefore t:IMm would be no payment. 

A1C Persollllel then verified that I had been dropped from 
the Blue Shield Plan. (Natalie had left by this tillle). · Sillce I 
waa told that I . was paid uP. ift the 8p~1aate amount of $20 . ' 
through. JUlle1964 and was dropped by "Natalie without authorization ' 
t bav'e apparently paid o.ut this money to AJC and would like to 
have it reiclbursed. 

MII"l':fb 
co: Jeaft Ken . 
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June 23. 1964 

Director of Internal Revenue Service 
120 Church Street 
llew York.. Ne~l York 

De"r Sir: 

' . " . 

In response to a request from the New York. Office of the 
Internal Revenue Service, I am submitting the following atatement 
for the purpose of clarifying the background relating to the 
matter of parish allo\lance granted to me in my capacity as an 
ordained Rabbi. . 

From 1953 to 1960, I received a parish allowance while 
serving as ~cutive Director of the Synagogue Council of America, 
a national coordinating body which serves the Je,dsh community 
in areas of social action and interfaith relation&. In 1960. I 
accepted an a3sisnment with the American Je»ish Committee as 
National Director of InterreligiouS Affairs. Hy salary arrange
ment with the American Jewish Committee included a parish allowance 
provision. This "3S based on several precedents: 

1. All my predecessors in this position going back 
to the 1930's h~d received parish allowances. All of them were 
Rabbis · since the nature of the duties of this · responsibility re
quired all ordnined clergyman; . 

. Z. Rabbis serving other major nationsl Jewish agencies 
analagou$ to the l'ilUeriean Jet.,.ish Committee have also been receiving 
parish allow~nces over decades of e~ploymenC; organizations such 
as. the National Jewish Welfare Iloard, the Federation of .Jewish 
Phil~nthropies, etc. 

. 3. Catholic and Protestant groups, such as the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.II. and the 
National Catbolic Welfare · Conference. were . staffed by ordained 
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clergymen "hose functions and roles were identical with those 
of rabbis on nations 1 Je~'ish socia 1 action Dnd related agencies 
and all the Christian clergy"",n have recch'ed over de"Bdes par1sh 
allowances as a standard part of their salary arrangements. 

Several months ago, the Ne" York Office of IRS cha llenged 
cy parish alloHsnce arrangcment.. The argument :;ct forth was that 
the IRS Code stipulated that parish allowances were granted only 
to "ministers of the gospelU \'lho carried out "sacerdotal functions." 
The nUl agent interpreted this code and subsequent rulings to mean 
that I \las not (nor by logical extension were any of my Rabbinic 
colleagues in similar positions of J""ish life) entitled to such 
parish allo;,anecs because we did not fall Yithin the plain meaning 
of the Code's language. 

1 
I, in turn, challenged his interpretation of the Code and 

its related rulings insofar as they apply to the Rabbinate and to 
myself in my given situation. I should like now to set forth my 
rationale for this position: 

/ " 
First, I contend tre t the . language of the . Cede is sectariaIl-'/ 

Christian and therefore discriminates against the Jewish communj.t'y 
and religious leaders in dIe way that it is being presently inter
preted; 

Second, the Jewish cor.munity is differently organized than 
the Catholic and Protestant co~ities m,ing to profoundly different 
theological, historical, cultural and social reasons. To apply 
Christian categories of organization to the Jewish community and to 
Judaism is utterly inappropriate and if insisted upon, to the mani
fest disadvantage of the J,mish people ~ can only be regarded as 
conscious discrimination. . 

Third, a precise understanding of the distinctive relation
ship of the Rahbi to his Rabbinic associatiOn and to the J",·,ish 
community contra thaI; of the Protestant min~ster and the Catholic 
priest to their respective communities is n~eessary before any 
judgment can be made in light of the langlU!ge of the Code and itd 
application to the Jeuish community • 

Explanation: 

1. The language of the Code, ~aa informed, was first 
formulated in the 19205. It reflects the rhetoric, the theology, 
as well as the institutional structure of conservative Protestantism . 
of that era, which "as the dominating religious "establishment" 
of tbat period. The National Council of Churches and other inter
denominational institutions did not· come 1Iito being until later. 
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Today, the National Council of Churches has a staff or some 200 
ordained ministers whose primary services are in such areas: 
InterPAtional affairs, religious liberty, interreligiouo relations, 
c.cono;ilic life, race ·rela tiona. intergroup relations, scientific 
r6".sc.arch, relig"ious education, etc. Toe .o.venYhelming m.:ljorit;y of 
these ,200 Protestant clergymen are not engaged, according to a 
limited and parochial definitions of the terms, as "ministers (If 
the gospclll carrying out· "sacerdotal functions. tI They are .:l11 
recipients of parish allowances, and the lanGuage of the Code 
and its rulings has been applied affirmatively to their situations. 
(I respect this broad interpretation of the meaning of the Code. 
Even though the language is obsolete and anachronistic, ,the philOSO
phy "hich justified granting parish allot'lances to "ministers of 
the gospel" in the 1920s is relevant to the 1960s "hich has wit
n~ssed a radical enlargement of the conceptions and practice of 
"minis trytl) • . 

The identical situationjrevails >lith regard to the Cathop<('// 
priests who are staff me:nbers of the National Catholic .ielfaro/ 
Conference, a coordinating administrative body of the Catholic 
community. Its priests-staff members serve as specialists in 
interreligious affairs, international affairs, social action, ruosl 
11fe, youth activities, church-state relatiOns. public relations, 
research labor-manage~nt relations. etc. The priests are all 
recipients of parish allo<lances. 

Apart from the incongruity and technical inaccurracy of 
applying the Code's language of "minister of the gospel" to a 
Catholic priest, it is evident that the IRS inte,rprets the language 

, "generically" and acts affirmatively in granting domicide allow-
ances to C.t!tholic priests. 

In the case of ,the clergy of the J'e"ish co"""unit'}', the appli
cation of the terms tlmin~!3ter of the gospel" and "sacerdotal 
functions" z.re even UlOtOe technically incongruous th.:.1I\ in the in-
stance of ·Catholic clergy. nlere are quite specific and theologically'" 
distinctive conceptions and terQS in J'udais~ for characterizing the 
ordllincd Rabbi (such as, for example. ' the authent:ic Rebr,,,, title 
ilHorcnu V'Rabbenulf which stemS bacl-c to Noses, the first "Rabbi and 
Teacher") but none of these. of course, have been reflected in 
the language of the Coda. As a l!Iatter of pra£lll'ltinill and for reasons 
of eivic peace, when the IRS chose for many years to include Rabbis 
under the: generic terQ1S "minister of the gospellt engaged in ffsacer
dotal functions." most Rabbis accepted the intention of the IRS 
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Lute his Catholic and Protestant counterpart, the P~bbi 
assu."Ucs his posit.ion in the Jct-tifih comr.runity, whether as pulpit ... 
Rabbi or as program sj><lcialist, through clear""c" with his 
Rl::bi:>inic Aosociation. Each of the three major, national Rabbinic 
Azsociations of Orthodox. Conservative, and Reform Judaism has 
an esta.blished TfPlscement Con~i'lissioD. or Bureau·' which has the 
central responsibility for placing .. nd clenring i~bbis for the 
posit:ions they assume in the Jewish cow:a';,lI"~ity. Thi s is the 
Je'lish equivalent to the placc""nt process of the /;l::~ric"n Catholic 
hicrarchy for its priests and ior such ProtesCllnt denor~inations 
as the Hcthodist Board of Ilishops which has similar jurisdiction 
over its ministers~ 

In "1'/ olm case, I report to C1'J own Conservative ' Rabbinical 
Asserrbly of "-7~rica in which I must maintain membership in order 
to retain roy present position and with whose consent I am authorized 
to serve in my present capacity. 

In closl.n<:, I must apologize for the length of t.l11s memo
randu::1 but I s",', no other "ay of stating w;y case mthout trying 
to clarify so,,", of the basic terms of referenco 3gain~t which 
tI,e IRS Code must be understood in order to deal realistically 
and equitably with the Jewish cOlllllUIlity "nd its ordained clergy. 

MlIT:fb 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Hare H. Tanenbaum, Director 
'Interreligious Affairs Department 

_.'- - - , _ _ ,_'C~_, __ _ _ , ------~-----,-c-



Rabbi AlG Kaplm. Df.nct= 
. SoloalB khnhtN 8obH1 
9730 ~lell. 1IoIal.eVU'1i 

Ju. 16. 1964 

..., Paft. L.l •••• Y~ 1U74 .. 

lIeU Rdlb1ltaplm: 

Iee_tly 1 bad the prt.v11ep of adelre •• iIlS the J .. t.ah 
Center of JecklOD lleigbte. . 

1 iNfeatallto bbbi ~XOD r ... tN end to * ..... 1 •• 
8elweffer. Chau:.a 01 Mult IclucettoD Cc Sttee thIIt 1 ft. 
il\teHIlte4 ia c:.ontr1butl.a& the hotIIanrlIIm of $50 thIIt tbay .. -
_to • lIOxtiMdle J..,Uh c ...... , . . ,1/fth iaPt:CI.tly "'apatad the 
1010_0 Schedltex ScbDol. 

~foxe t .. delighted to lIiai;e thi& contributiOn to JOU 
ill support of the marvelous contrtbutt.cl!l that you are ,...fdllB to 
.Jewt.ah e~lIe1011. llAJ:IIIUt gocId risbea. 

t:ord:L&lly • 

... 1 KarcH. ~ p""". Dlnctox 
Intexxdf.&f_ Aff.u8 lllpaxc.nt 



" :-r r ' . 

. " . 

trr. Robut IeQjallliD 
United Artiete (lMporat1on 
729 Seventh AV/IItU 
llewyon.,lIewYork 

Dear Iollt 
. ' . ' . . 

It .... vllrJ 800ct seetng,:ou "'1a~ 1 .• .,aelilU,. ·appteclilte 
:r~ s-ou iuterut ta· tI:Jf.q t:o help u. out: With tbe. Unltecl 
Bat1cme iDtAZDtlt1oDa1 ilehool foJ: 0111" dnabtel'. .... . 

. . 

We .. ~t:te.l:r ~ser to have bel: _U.d iJl tile UI ecbool 
fas: th4 19640065 :rear iJl the .JaDior ItA" da.. for chil"1ID • ff.ve 
lnI4e1!ove • . . 

. M.v vUe. Belp. talked with lUae .. lent * i.ta ehRge 
of eppUc:atiou. She t:old liel.ga that • cl ... Ie full for thf.. :rur 
.1nI4 tbtt alle ... putt1Dg 0U1" epp11catloa. 1a -:reu'. ute, f.... . 
1965-66. Bu.!: eveD fas: that: ;year tbenf.. SIO •• _~. . 

. . ' 

Utbllre U the leanpoe"bf.Ut:r of her pttiaa iJl eM • . 
. Jar, we woulcl be 1II).t: snttful. ll'auportatiOll ... _l1llllle &0lil 
. QUJI' boIDe ill C(ue1lll8to elther tbe .ukwa:r Vt.llap Ol'tbe ... Yon 

Clt:r ICboo1. :f ahe c:aiInot set iJl thf.ll )'eft, .tbeQ reluctaDtl,. .. 
Will cOIltillue be 1a _ pqleat _eQ)' "bool fol: _tbK)'IIft. ' " 

Vim deepe.t appJ:eCliItloa iJl advuice fas: JOUI' efiortl. BaWl 
a good ttlp and I will be grateful U :JOu would be iJl touch with . 
_ AI ._ as you heIQ: IOi!IIIthlq. · 0\lI' m.. telcpboAe m ''U ... 
'l'W 8-2732. . . 

" 

CordlilU,. • . 

l\abbl lIRe R. ., ... Mum. DfJ:ector ' 
iDtenel1aioul Affau. l)epa1:c:.Jlt 
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!Tovembe1'4. 196) 

Personal and Unofficial 

.____.. Hr.Kax O1'da . 
. . ---- 01'd& Management Corporation 
: . 225 'P81'k Avenue Soutb 

. " .. 

lIe10l York 3.lIe1ol 'York 

. 09 ar Hr. O1'dal 

'I'bh will acknOwledge receipt 'of ywr' letter dated October ' 
28 • . Please. be . in1'orllllld that ·we bave taken care ()f tbe. matter 
that you 1'efe1'red to. , . 

Me;y I look forw81'd to beari ng . from your corporation wit bin 
a 'reasonable time ' 1n response to the .letter·l sent to Mr • . Bred, 
last 'week? 

MIfl':fb 

, .: 

" 

, .. 

, SillC erQly • 

.- .. 
, 

Rabbi t~o B.'l'anenb8l1m. Director' 
Interreligious Affairs Depar~ent 
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::~ :, E .13 ;i~'lr :;~·S.:.:..:-':' ':"' ~ ', _-~ ~:'~!:::!l f.:" ~, i: ' .. -:~ Greater lia::-tfC':"u. Chapter of the AlDoriean Jew1.h 
:> ~~,~ . ~;. ~ !! t.:: }-!!ii:{' ~ =.:> 5. ~ :; "':.·,; -::: ~t :~·:e s ; e:s.ker, -:tab'l)i Yare E. Tanenbaum, Direotor of the 
,.= : ~ .-~o·->; ::'i,,:i:· d $ ll '~f !'i i i'e :~::-" !~:'-,E. :~, t of" -:;-r:.~ k::er::'oaI:. Jew!sh Committee. The meeting will take 
:~,: ~,~ '" \::0. ·:.~a:: :·~ :. ~ f~~ ';t:~ t";-':,1:e:- .z :tl~ e~ Hartf ord s.t 8.15 P.l!. The 3ubject of Rabbi 
i.' ·S: .·. ,,::b~ '.ur.ta tfl:k ·.~ i:l ':1 ~ t r. 1I: C~:ir.,,::'!':~ eUlT1!lte in Jud.eo-Catholio relaUone. Officially. it 
i", ,~a !.~ ~G. r "C&t i1")L '.!o .' . J e 'KZ., ... ~e!ls!on. a::ld Togetherness". Rabbi Tannenbaum h •• been 
' :;-" ,: ':'1..!"'· I", ", ' OOlJ ;'l i .. ~ .:: ... v;" : -" ... . _ !-' ~~"! .'I/ :o'") .• ::e' GC. :!l:::il c~ MDe:-; :~a for t!':e pa,t 3even year •• He i_ 

:... ji '( ' !" :HO 'I.~",q ·i ; . ' A..~ :; '"I !' ? : :1 ' ~1 ,' !!~e. Sf) hllS st'tl'"Ved a. Vic.-Cha!~n of the 
:'.T..~ :-,", ;-:;:. 'If' CQm:,'-1i : :; I! ~ ~~ :' ': ;- '" '.. ':1 ~ ~, :r;· · te ;':c:.;so Conference on Chi ldroc. and Youth &nd as a __ ber 
')j t1'. I" ~atlo!!a -t A.:ivi ;; :'l~y Cc 'z.cil J 'the 1561 Whi te How.e Conferenoe on Aging, Con3ultant to 
t--:-.e Ch!ldran's B!,;;-e8t: of t.ne L;:i~ed Sta~ee Department of Health, Education and .... elfare and 
~:':' :: e ... Cr.a1rttan c!" the _~!!l:'. r.ic".!$ Leaden Advisory Council of the Pre8ident t 3 CCInlIIlttee on 
':;c.ver"nD!('Int :ontr~ctth :n ir.:ce l"Laticnal a:faira, Rabbi T8nenbaUID is .. member of the United 
St!ltes ~':ational Commission for L"'NES(;O, Chairman of the Projects Committee or the People to 
People Groups Committee. He 18 8 publicist. writer and editor a.nd hall served &IS • oorree
pondent and columnist !"or .. nucber of news magazines and agencies, a TV writer and panelist 
and ae .. writer. narrator and dlrector of religioua f'11:m1l for varioull organitationao Thi. 
meeting will b. open to ~he public and we urge you and your friends to attend. 

" .', 
"" .J.I. .. ,.\

r;ll - _ .-- . 

~ ... . '" " , 

CATHOLICS & JEWS •• ·~ 
Tensions and Togetherness 

'. ' • _ ' ''i '~ 
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"." . .. .. ' . 
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,Bureau or Records and ,Statistios , 
t:epm>tment ot 'Health 
125 Worth street ' 
New York 13. Nev York 

Gentlemen I " 

July 10. 1962 

, , 

This is to csrt,i17 toot Rabbi Marc B. Tansnbaum has been 
arril1ated with tha American Jewish Comm1ttee 91noe luroh 1961. 

DD.tb 

Sine ere:Ly. 

David , Danzig. lTogrlUll Direotor 
American Jewish COMm&ttee 



WH O'S WHO 
IN 

WORLD JEWRY 
·A Biographical Dicfionary o f Outstanding Jews 

DAVID McKAY COMPANY, INC., Publishers 

EDITORIAL BOARO 
HARRY SCHNEIDERMA N, C h i,m l n 
MICHAR ARNON. Je'~ulem 
MAURICE 8ISGYER. W5S~inQton . O. C. 
SERNARO CHHRICK. Jeru,alem 
Qr, SIMON FEOERBUSH, New Yo,~ 
Prof. SALOMON KAH AN, Me , i~o 
Or, SNEIER LEVEN ! HG, Lo~do n 
P,of. SOL Ll PT'Z IN, Ne .... York 

J. J, CARMIN KA RPM AN, Vice C~li,man 
Or. RO S~RT R. NAT HAN, W •• hin<lloR, O. C. 
Or. lOU IS ROSENBERG , MC>JIlreal 
Or, ALEXANDE R ROSENFelD, Tel Aviv 
ZAC HARIAH SHUSTER, Pa ri, 
MOSHE STARKMAN , New York 
HERBERT TENZER, Ne .. Yo rk 
MA RC TURKOW, Bueno< A ire. 
Dr, MOSES CYRUS WEILER. Jer" •• lem . .. .. .. 

Or, ISRA EL GOLOSTE IN, Cha irman Internat icnll Publication Commitlee 
EOWA RD E, GElaE:R, C~eirm. n I"ul Committe. 
Dr, HARRY COHEN, C~.irmln Science Committee 
ESTHER G. KA RPMAN, MI.lq i"9 Editor 

119 West 40rh St., New York 18, N, Y., Tel. CH 4-5900, Cable: Davmacay New York 

April 6, 1962 

Dear Biographee: 

It gives us great pleasure to inform you that the new edition of WHO'S WHO IN WORLD 
JEWRY 'will be published by the highly-respected publishing house of David McKay 
Ccmpany, Inco, founded 1882. 

Enclosed here,iith is yotn" biographical' entry as it appeared in the first edition 
issued in 1955 . We would greatly appreciate your returning it promptly after making 
all the necessary changes, corrections and additions and bringing the biography 
up-tO- date. Your assistance 'is highly important because by making your biography 
completely accurate you will be cooperating in the compilation o~ a re~erence book 
of the high~st order~ , 

The new edition of mIO'S WHO IN WORLD JEWRy will be a handscmely designed volume of 
1,100 pages, containing 12,000 biographies of individuals prominent in government, 
community affairs, business and industry, SCience, religion, the arts, and in every 
other field of human· endeavor. More than 8,000 of the entries will be of outstanding 
Americans. 

Since its founding in 1955, WHO'S WHO IN WORLD .IDffiY has earned wide acclaim as the 
first authoritative historical record of notable living Jewish men and women in more 
than 70 countries, 'Who have made or are making' noteworthy contributions to humanity 
and to Jevish life. HHO'S WHO n WORLD JE\iRY, under the same Editorial Board, enjoys, 
as did the first edition, the full cooperation of the major Jewish organizations, as 
evidenced by the membership of the Advisory Council and the International Publication 
Camnittee. 

As a biographee, you may avail yourself of t~e special pre-~~lication offer., open 
to biographees only at $30.00 per copy :Lf yOu enclose payment, or at $35.00 per copy 
i f payment is made upon delivery. Af'ter publication the price of the volume viII be 
$37.50 . By reason of high cost of preparation and manufacture, the edition will be 
limited, and it is, therefore, advisable for you to reserve your copy by ~illing in 
and returning the order form attached to the illustrated folder. 

We look fo~mrd to the early return of your revised biogra~. 

Sincerely yours, 

J Rte'nQl'A 

Harry S eidennan, Chaiman 
Edit rial Board 

Dr. Israel Goldstein, Chairman 
International Publication Committee 



Mr. Jaoob Perlow 
40 East SOth Street 
lIew York, New York 

tear Mr. Perlow: 

Janua17 30, 1962 

At the suggsstion 01' Prof. Abraham J. nesehel,I ... 
writ1ng in tha hope of socurlng yo;.uo , help in obtalning an 
apartDEI nt _ 

' Mr •• Tanenbaum and I live presently ill a two-bedroom 
apart ... nt in Elmhurst; ~es"" . The birth 01' two ohildren 
and my desperate need for a study-llhrary, make mandatory that " 
our next mOve be to a tOlll'-bedroOl:! apartment - or. to a three
bedroom that has adequate addltlonal ,space that co~ be 
oonvertsd ,into a private study. 

Our pref'erellCe would be , tilt J,acksor, 1It11chts - Rego Park -
Ks .. Gardens, - Forest 111118 area. We would, of course, serioualy 
cODs1der aD apartmeDt- 1~ Manl:&ttan, preterably. m1d-tOWD or lower; 
antl hopefully one that' i9 pre - war and rent controlled. 

I understand that you w111 be returning next week 'to your 
oftice and the,'e f ore will undoubtedly be ,taken up with pI'eesiQg 
matters. BUt we "auld be deeply gI'etetul to you 11' you could 
help us find somcthl"<l at YOW' earliest convenle""e. 

M1 home telephone is, TW 8-2732. M1 of1'1c8 10 PL 1-4000. 

With warmest appreCiation, I am, 

!lIlT Itl> 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Maro H. Tanonbaum. DireotoI' 
InterI'eligious AtrslI's tepertment 

p.S. We would aJ.so be interested in a four-bedroom house. 



. ii&T ll. 1961 

1I1u CI'O" aa4 111.· Sl>U.l.d 

··Waba.,. ~'P au'.crite1'o W AB$ aad to UMS tor 
• ..,eral T .. ra (UIIC.r tol:la II •• · at .llelj;a Jaa.Il!la\1lll). 
:n. ."",10,.1' 1101 te4 01) <IIU" .GIIt .... t until tile end 
at 19S6 v •• · 'lU"Da . Coll.!.. :O;lne. 19S9. ve han 
!;)eN! 01) <lireoto paJ_n\ to ootll AIls aad l.IlfS. 

We are _ t ....... t.rr1111 to ~ AJe-Group Plan, 
aad tbo\lt;ll _ oolltraot vil1 ba ill., _. 1 
a .. _ alllO' all "a1tillE parloeo ba ... b .. a till
tlUee - til*, M!ltUD1!ljaIMlQh - both la!a 
erg, •• §lIM sh __ l'[~!E!¢!- - vUl!;)e pal4 
118. r polot or tb!s 18 to a.a ... " tobat ... are 
/;lOt; ro,or4.4 a. 110)1 .... lIer •• 

. liouU lOU plea .. oontir", tills 1D "I'1Uq;; t 

l!Il't ito 

.. . 

, . 



TAS£SIJAU~I. ~I:lrc H U13I:'D, u.s .• p ... blie rel:r.tions counsel. 
r:r.bb;; b. B:r.lumorc. Md., <kt. 13. 19~: $.. Abr:1h:r.m :lnd S:r.die 
{Si:cr}; B.A .• Ynhiy:> U .• I~S: M ....... Rabbi. Jewish Theal. 
Scm. o f Azncr., 19S!)-boib N.Y.C.; po".;r:>d. ,tudy; J ohtlS 
Hopkin& U .• B:r.ltimorc. 19S1; l"ew SchOOl for 50<.131 Rcscudl. 
N. Y.c. , 19S3. P'e$., Muc H. T:r.nenbll. ... m 6: AUO$ .• p ... blic 1"(:1:&. 
tions. sine .. ]9S4;, free 1:u1ce "'ri:e., lince 1952; p ... bUc re]:r..\.iODs 
counsel . Etc'D:>i l..i;ht r:r.dio pro;r:lm. N.Y.C.. ]9<$6,50: li'erary 
edilor :>nil public ~el:>tions dir.: He:lI")' Schum:tn. 1=. publisheR. 
N.Y.C •. ·]95f).52; F:r.rr:>r, SIUW :.1Id YO\I4 pulllis.hcrs.. N.Y.C.: 
<O:I1r;OO till; writer, Time m:r..pzinc. ]95]; (:>bbi: NotUltu! Heb. 
Com;., W:r.sb., D.C., 19~; Jewi$b Genle r of uk .. )1;1h~ 1953; 
c.r;c," tl.ir., Syna;o;uc CouDcil of Amer .• ]95)..54. Member: R2b
biDic:>l ASSembly of Atr..cr.; N.Y. Bd 01 Rabbis; bd of din. Reli· 
~n in. Amer. Wfe. Contrib • .nor to pcriodluls. Home: 40]2 Hiltoo 

. _Rd • . B:r..l~ore.' Md. Office: !4O W • • 42 .St.. ro;-cw York, I'ol.Y. 

. , ,~-.-.- .. -- -~--. ' .- _ ... . ---'- '--~ 



. . . . 

March 14. 1<j61 

])ear Harl'J: 

, '1'bank ,au for your thouehtfu1 letter of Janual'J, 12th. 
and your geceroua ' eoof wishes. 

I appreolate you taking time from your heavy echeQule 
to writ,e. In my new responslt1Utles wi th the American 
Jewish COl' '01 ttee, .1 hope "e will come into even eloser as
sooiation. 

Wi th warllnt personal ret!arda. I Ria, 

Cordially :voDra, 

M8r~ B. Tanenbaum, DIrector , 
Inhrrel1g1oul Atta1%' 8 D,epartment 

, ' 

' Mr. BarrJ V. Se ... an.', Offlcer in Cherg_ 
OrI!:8Dlzatlon ' L1a1aon D1 Yl,doD 

~U't_' or State ' ' ' , , 
"Babington, D. O. ' 

!IIITlhrt 

, 1 



~RnS OI'TIo;IAI. eo .... UI'<IcATIONS TO 

.. 'ffl~£I'_V OP STATE 
WAOHIHQT .......... ~ 

Dear Marc: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASH I NGTON 

January 12, 1961 

Thank you for including me in your confidence about your nffii 
appointment as Director of the Department of. Inter-Rel1gious Affairs 
of the American Jewish Committee. 

Hearty congratula t10ns ~ 

Of course I am not 1nformed .mat this new opportunity provides 
but I knc>w you well enough to understand that you would not have 
considered it unless you saw the possibility of some s~gn1ficant 
accomplishments. 

Your leaVing the Synagogue Council will be a real blow to 
them. During the period of your leadership it has become a viable 
organization with imagination and activit~es which have made out
standing contributions to the Jewish religious community. 

. I have always respected the work of the .American Jew1.sh 
cOmmittee and fully anticipate that you will have the unlimited 
opportunity to use your capacities. 

Know I am and will alHays be most grateful. for your trust 
and cooperation. 

May God's richest bl essings be yours. 

Cor' lly, 

J 
Harry W. Seamans 
Officer in Charge 

Organization Liaison Division 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Executive Director, 
Synagogue Council of Amer.ica, 

liD West Forty-second Street, 
New York 36, New York. 



AdOO 

/ 

I' 
I ~; 
, 

, 
II 

/ 

.\ 
/ '. 

"March 7. 1961 
f. 

/1 
.. ; 

. , 
Dear Judge/,Moss: , . , 

Thankyou for' your t6o~tful ' letter of February 20th, 
and your genercus good wishes. . . , . 

I appreciate. you tak:lng! time from your beavy schedule 
to write. In my new responslbll1tles with the American 
Jewish Commltte~, I hope, we ·wl11 come Into even closer , . 
association. .:' " 

.; 
I would be/ del1ghted to have you as 1It1 guest at 

luncheon whene-ver 1 t II! convenient for you. 
i. j; 
.'1: . 

i 
; , 

;".l . i . .. , ' . , 
; j 

, 
I , , , 
,. ii ; , 

.. ,. 

C~rd1ally yours, 
\ , 
\ . 

, Rabbi ,Marc B.' Tanenbaum, Director 
.. , Department of Interreligious Affairs ! \ - . 
. ' I . 

'-

Cqunty 

I-
\ \ 
'i 

!. 
1\ 

\, 
r.l 
\ 

of lUngs 

"lI.L.I.IWIWCJO HSINl.lIr NYOIHlIWY lIH~ 
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Gl ~-I<,,,.-. ~ ~ 
_ ~ U ... + 0, 0<;,<- , .~ 

C:£:I f- - ,to....t"'''- P'v",S 6"'\~ 
SURROGATE'S COURT OF THE COUNTY OF KINos 

BROOKLYN 1. N. Y . 

MAxIMILlAN Moss 

February 20, 1961 

Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum, Director , 
Interreligious Affairs Department, 
American Jewish Committee , 
165 East 56th Street, 
New York 22, N. Y. 

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum: 

My best wishes are yours in your new 
office as Director of the Interreligious Affairs 
Department. 

I had the privilege of meeting you 
while you were with the Jewish Theological Seminary 
and you impressed me as one who would rise to great 
heights. 

As I am presi dent of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Community Council, I should like to exchange 
thoughts with you after you have adjusted yourself 
to your new position. 

With best wishes, I remain 

Maximilian Mel s. , 

MM:w 



CLI'SS OF SERVICE ': 

Thb I, • fast ",."Ble 
"nl ... I •• defe ... d d, ••• 
Icier 1.I...dk'tc4 by the 
p.cpn .,,,,bel. 

WES~ ~E~N UN~ ,ON 
TELEGRAM SF-tZOt (4-60 ) 

W. P. MARSHALL. p ••• , ..... , 

SVMnQlS 

DL_I>.>, Lotter 
NL_ N;,h. u ..... 
LT_ ln.c.n.ricn.1 

-L.,"., Tclqn=. 

. The 6hnl I,,"!,e shown in the dale line on domestic Idelnm1 i$ LOCAL T~ a. point of orUin. Time of re<:eiPI i, LOCAl TIME It poiOt oC dcstlnaq on 

' NIl,l:!.? NA71 9 

PD NE~J YORK NY 7 7 10P EST 

RABBI MARC TANENBAU11, TESTIMONIAL DINNER HOTEL .OLCOTT 

27 HEST 7.2 ST NYK 

1161 MAR 7 PM 7 50 

SORRY UNEXPECTED RABBINIC DUTY PREVENTS MY BEING WITH YOU PLEASE 

FORGIVE ME YOU DESERVE EVERY HONOR AND TR I BUTE SORRY TO SEE ' 

YOU LEAVE SYNAGOGUE COUN.CIL BUT GOOD HISHES TO YOU IN YOUR , . , 
NEl-JPOR T REGARDS TO ALL 

RABBI JOSEPH H LOOKSTEIN . 

, . 
. , 

,. 

. .~ 

", 

.' 



blvlslon or chRIstIan tl~€ anb wORk 

national counCIl o~ the chuRches o~ ChRist to thE U., .• 

475 RIV€RSIDE DRIV€, nEW YORk 27, n. y. 
Q£.V. E.bwm t. b.\IlLl\€Uc., 'PREsl")e.nt . 

SI~hOr> (j. M!oml€y oxn,l.,n 
ch')'lllm.).n 

c. '\R,lb oLSEn 

£K£CUt' VE S€(;IIEtaIlY 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Synagogue Council of America 
110 West 42nd Street 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Dear Marc: 

January 16, 1961 

Rlvt>.DSlbe 9-2200 

Just a brief rote, as I return from the White House Conference on Aging 
and find your letter awaiting me, to send you my heqrtiest congratulations 
on your appointment to the new position of Director of the Department of 
Inter-Religious Affairs of the American Jewish Committee. 

I have a number of fine friends in the American Jewish Committee, and I 
shall now be happy to include you in the fellowship I share with that or
ganization. I know that you will discharge your mw responsibilities with 
the grace, the insight, and the effectiveness you revealed while serving 
the Synagogue Council o£ America. May you enjoy good health, too, as you 
move forward with your new assignment. · 

I am confident you Will be missed in the Synagogue Council of America. I 
know that we will miss you as we con tinue our fine relations with the 

' Synagogue Council. In a sense I need not assure you, because 11m certain 
you know that when you asswne your new portfolio I will be loold..ng forward 
to a.s cordia~ and helpful a mutual relationship €IS we have always enjoyed. 

I will be pleased to meet your successor, and I will welcome an opportunity 
to call on you when you are el5tablished in your new office. 

GAO;HH 

Cordially your s, 

c. Ari1d Olsen 
Executive Secretar,y 

J. u:! wm mlUeR, vice chaiRman. lllQS. Win; ~3l€ URReH, stCQ€t3QY • Rev. haRol6 c. \etu, .\HOC'.\t€ €"~:ClltIV€ ;€(.Q€{ . .\I:!Y 

b€pa.Rcment;S or '~h€ blvlSlon 

mt£Qn.1tlon.11 .1rralQ~ • PUtOQ3l ~eRVtC€S • R.1CI.11 .1nO cul"tUQ.11 Q€lat,ons _ Soel.1\ WElrAQ£ • ChURCh 3n6 economic lire 

wOAsh,J"O ,\nO "the .1AlS • RellCOlouS h8eQty • !;"t£wAQOshlp .1nO Benevol€nce 



Center for rhe Study of Democraric Ins rirurions 
• The F~~nd for the Republic, Inc. 

Box 40Gj&, Saht" Barbaril, CalifurniOl. - Vv'Oodland 9- pS I 

Dear MaX: 

Ne .... York Office 

133 East 54th Street, New York :%.1 , New York - PLna )-! 340 

February 2, 1961 

Upon my return from a flying visit to the East, I found several 
letters from the Synagogue Council of America. I have noted your 
request for material dealing with the history of the Synagogue 
Council. When I return to the East, I shall attempt to discover 

. any such records or correspondence ln, my files. I do not believe 
that there i6 much there which is significant, but I shall have 
no objection to turning it over to the archiveB of the Synagogue 
Council . 

From another letter, I learned th~t Rabbi Tanenbaum had reSigned 
from the Synagogue Council of Amer,ica. Being far away, I had not 
heard of this change 1n 'personnel, and out of my deep friendship 
for Marc I would be very much interested in learning what he 1s 
doing . 

I t will, of course, be impossible for me to attend the dinner 
sch~duled in his honor for March 7th. I wish it were feasible for 
me to be on hand and to express to him personally the sense of 
appreciation which religious Jewry in America owes him for having 
played so significant a role in revitalizing the activities of the 
Synagogue Council and endowing th1s potentially central agency in 
American Jewish life with some of the dignity and ,importance which 
is its due. 

Please extend to him my best wiShes on his new field of activity, 
and the hope that he wll1 continue to make fruitful contributions 
to the development of a meaningful Je~ish life in America. 

With warm personal greetings to your own good self, I am 

Rabbi Max D. Davidson, President 
Synagogue Council of America 
110 West 42nd street 
New York 36, New York 

Cordially yours, 

~.p 
Robert Gordis 

I. 

f 

., 



nat·lonal counCIL of th€ ChURCh€s of chRIst In th€ u.s., . 

475 R.lveRSIOe ORlve, new YORk 27, n . y. 
J. Ul WIn mIlleR, PRI?sU)ent 

Rabbi M.lt'c .. H-. T.inenb~un:l 
Synagogue. Council of Am.erica 

.liO West ·42nd Street 
New York 36, N~w ·Y.ork 

pe~r: Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

R€V. ROY (i. R OSS, ~€n€Ra.L secRe taRy 

January 13. 1961 

I am sorry. f:rom the 8tandpoint~ of the. NatioD.4l Council of Churches ', 
to le~rn of your plans to leave . the . S~gogue·:Council of Americ~. 
but I am. pleased .to know th.a:t you are going to ~ve an opportunity 
in your ne~ position for a gre~ter measure of cre~tive • . intellectU~ 
activity for 'which all of us in adzninis~rative posts -yearn. 

Please. mow how deeply I ~ve apprecia~ed the · fine relationship which 
has existed betWeen the Synagogue -Council and our own N~tional Council 
'of Churches.. I hope t~t this mu~ally helpful. relationship can be con .. 
tinu"ed under your-su,c.cessor .andl s~ look. forward to the privilege 
of meeting him • . In tl;le meantime, I hope also tb4t our paths will con
tinue ·to cross as you take up your new .post with the ~erican Jewish 

. Co~J~~-e . 

. With .wa~ good wish~.s, 

Cordially , 

g, 4~ 
R[y -;/ROSS 

, General S e cretary 

RGR:ad 
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AMERICA 
-------------NAT/oN AL CATHOLIC WEEKLY REVIEW------------

EDITORIAL DEI"ARTMENT 329 WEST IOBth STREET, NEW YORK 25, N. Y. 

February 13, 1961 

Rabb1 Marc H. Tanenbaum 
D1rector of Interrelig10us Affa1rs 
American Jewish Commlttee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York 22, N.Y. 

Dear Marc: 

Congratulations on your appointment 
to the directorship. It was a matter of personal 
satisfaction to hear that you were moving into 
Morr1s Kertzer's old spot. I know that you 
w1ll do a wonderful Job 1n the post and am happy 
at the thought that our paths w1ll cont1nue to 
oross on occasion. All best wishes in the task 
ahead. 

Cordially, . 

1J7>-JJC 
Donald R. Camp1on, S.J. 



• I 
~AM~ER~IC~A~N~F~E~D~ER~A~J~IO~N~O~F~LA~B~O~R ~~~:~OgF~I~N~D~USTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS 

UIECUT1VI[ COUHC:IL 

GEORGIE MEANY w .... F. SCHNIT2:L.&R 
5I:t. n •• ,-.oo.SUKII 

W_LTEII P. REuntER GEORGE M. HARRISON flAIIRY C. B.lTES 

GEORGE MEANY 
WALTER P. RE~ER 

GEORGE II. HARRISON 
J.lII ES B. CAllEY 
HAI!lIY C. B1<T£5 
DAVID J . MCDONALD 
OAVID OUBIN51tY 

Will. C. BIRTHRIGHT JANES" B. CA~EY 11'101. C. OCHER" 
DAVID DU BINSKY CHARLES J . II.-(:GO.,...,\,N DA ~IO J . MCOONAlD 

EMIL RIEVE WM , l . MCfETRIDGE JOSEPH CURRA N 
MAUR ICE ... .- IIUTCHESON A. 'J. Ii ... YES . JOSEPH D. KEENAN 

J ACOB S. POTOf SKY WM. F. SCHNITlLffil . l . S. 8IJCKIlASlER 
RICHARD F. WALSH LEE W. MINTON 
JAMES .... SUFfRIOG£ O. II. KNIGHT 
PAUll. PHilliPS . PETER T. SCHOEMANN 

A. PHiliP RA NDOlPH 
JOSEI'll A. BElIINE 
KARL ' . f £UER 
L. II. RA,nllT 

815 SIXTEENTH STREET. N .W . 
WASHINGTON 6 , D.C. NATIONAL 6 . 3870 

February 13, i961 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum, Exe c.trtive Director 
Synagogue ' Council of , America 
110 West 42nd Street 
New York 36, New York 

Dear Rabbi Tanep.ba.um: 

Sorry I have not anS\iered your letter of January 17th long 
before this. 

Best wishes t.o you in your new .posi tion of Di,~ector of the 
n,ew.1y-reorg anized Department of' ,Inter-Religio'us Aff airs oJ 
the American J€\·dsh Committee~ " P1eas.e keep me informed as 
to your activities ' and publications. 

I would like very much to meet wit~ your successor as Exe
cutive Director of the Syn~t_og,ue Council of America. 

cCW/cb1 
oeiu2aflcip 

Sincerely yours, 

Charl.es C. Webber 
AFL-CIO Representative 
For Religious Relations 

;". 
' . ,;.:. 



DRAFT DRAFT DRAFT 

.... ',;. J . ., Dear Rabbi .................. : 

One or the. first pleasant 
Cc.~I'jj.J 

to discharge in ~n to my 

obligations that I have been e~g'er 
.. ~ . 

assignment .bee' e at t~e ~rlcan 

Jewish Committee is to express to you personally my deep appreci

ation for t!:>e great friendship that we shared together &uring our · 

common efforts at tha Synagogue Council of America. 

Your cooperation. and unfailing courtesies meant a great deal. 

to me, and I sincerely ho~ that we can continue our relationship -

even though my responsibilities here will be of a different order. 

As a first step in opening channels. of communication between 

, 

. ourselves, may I ask that you place ~ on your .ma1ling list to 

receive your publications, press releases and other communications? 

I will be happy, of course, to reciprocate. 

There are s 'o many thoughtful documenta, surveys, research · 
.~ ,or 

papers that I have found in tb f the AJC that relate di-

rectly to the work in which you and the other national. Jewish 

relig~ous agencies ar.e involved, and at the. same time, such s1g'!'" 

nificant .material.s that you. are producing which relate ·t ,,,c' the 

various activ1ties of the American Jewish Committee, that it 

seems to me only natural that this minimum form of . communication 

be established 1n our mutual" interest. 

At an early. date, I wi 11 look forward to meeting wi th you . 

with a view toward exchanging thoughts about ·how we .can . be in

creasingly helpful to each other and the ,~ ; love constitu-
~ 

en~ "that we serve. 

In the meantime, warmest best wishes. 

Cordially ). as ever 
) 

Rabbi Marc R. Tanenbaum, Director 
Interreligioua .Affaira Department 




