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THE AMERICAN .JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date May 21, 1981 

to Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Irom Judith H. Banki 

subjeCt Meeting on ''Women' and the HcHocaust" -Project 

As I mentioned, I was much llnpressedwith a paper delivered by Joan 
Miriam Ringelheim at the NCO Holocaust · ConferEmce, and that a number of 
other' warnen at the conference were simalarly "impressed to the extent that 
they gathered. for a . lunch to discuss ' the" possibiliti.es· of a research"' project 
focusi.?-g , on the experience of women during the' Holocaust, to what, degree it 
differed from men's experience, and .to what degree it may challenge" cqn­
ventional wisdom about how people SUM ved: the Holocaust experience. 

The women have _ set up an adhoc group, which hopes to put · together a small 
plaruring conference 'consisting of survivors and scp.olars to' conceptualize 
the issue~ ' and point to areas requiting further" research. Joan Ringelheim 
submitted an applicatiOn for a modest' research "grant for this proJect to 
the National Endqwment fOT the Htunanities, which turned it down,- 'and said 
that she would probably not be· able to secure funds from major Jewish organ­
iiatians or " organi~atians l~~e the National Jewish ,C~erence Cent~r. The 
adhoc 'group of women' has, therefore, . decided:to try to raise sane seed 
nlrnl:ey faT 'a" p1~, conference ', by a direct appeal to women who· have indicated 
some interest eith~r in Holocaust studies or feminist issues. They have put 
together, a list, of about 50 to l~O. women; I have not seen the list, but , i~ 
includes such· public types as Beverly Sills and less famous women known to 
be aff1u~t. · In order tq assure that contribut~ans are" tax~exempt, the 
project will be . sponsored by a tax-exempt fOlUldation called ~rograrns :in 
pUblic Philosophy. They ar.e looking for four or five prestigious names to 
G!Ppear o.n th~. 1e~terhead of the' letter which will "be 'sent asking for ~ds. 

I did not recOJ)lTnend the names 'of any .potential ''big givers" (I don't know them 
anyway) and · informed the group that those of us whO worked for Jewishorgani­
zations ,would probably' not be able to becoIJlEf publicly identified witP-o .a ftmd­
raising project .that might ·be .seen as competitive With out · own organizations. 
But I did say that Cla:~re Huchet Bishop might agree to ha~e her name on the 
letterhead, and offered to ~ll her : 

1 think this is ~ interesting project to which AJC should be related in 
some fashion -- not necessarily financial support, although you might consider 
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a very modest contribution to the planning conference. I .am not sure 
whether this falls ' in our department's bailiwick, or whether it' should 
be handled by Gladys or Sheba . (There are Christian women interested in 
the project -- Alice Eckardt called together the lunch meeting which 
launched this adho~~: grOUPJ and one of the women at. the small meeting" 
I attended Tuesday is "not Jewish -- ·put I don't know whether" the sur­
vivors who will be involved in this research project are all Jewish, 
or whether the!e will be an effort to compare the experience 'of Jewish 
women with that . of nen"-Jewish victims .) 

I suggest we set up' a-meeting next week, including Irige, Sheba and Gladys 
to "talk about this proj ect. I have atta.ched -a copy of Ringelheim I 5 paper. 

JHB:mr 

-Ene . 
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LGibel 
G. Ro] en 

. S. Mittelman 
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'··n." " " ,,'I,j,"" ", •. , " • ., "" .. i·"ull ... ,.,,,, 
·,<1 ... ~rd " t'.·r., i,li l<t Into'rprct"Lion of lI,e /lolocdu':;!:" 

.; ,~ "r" r.?t ;" , V<' ~'(, r.., ... an "'.JrthqtJ,,~., of immora~.i.tr 
"",'J ". rc il, .. ,;,. <l:.rocity on ;';lJch u ,><:.~l..::, .c.,nnot ... .,pp.?I' 
.. :lO lI " ':l P:' s ::; Ul.; t. y u.1<.11t0I:"1:od. 'l"h ..... l,:ind~capcs of our 
mind., hav'~ ,;!lilPCS . hollo .... s. illun,iniltions , mouods and 
~I-. .J,jl,l '." dif!" IJ!"t:nt. (rom tclor~ . fnr us who live in the 
a!t r-· !", \·.th o! the Cilt;lcl:tsm. the \;ot ... l filct of the N;o:d 
· ~.t!l,:,t; tion· ilPpo:! ill:S LO a{(~ct. t.o .continl.lc to afCo!ct 
,Ill t i:" r<19ion:, of ol.lr idoal<. 1 

,";,'",! j~l,lloc ,, 'oI>;'" CAll::; into qU<l(,tion brute moral Cacts, iI:ld the 

h<!/ll<ln "otential for action. Our viewfi at the limitations tor 

in!"lictin,) ~ul'f"o;,rinq, tor org"'n12.o::l terror has certainly been 

cililec! into qu<:.:;tion. Our familiar categories of thought and 

""ic"ly ~.e lci " >'""~"l"tions about humiln beings have t.een ekploded. 

;'; ".~:l ~'(,. t.t~: h .. unt of thb past seems to fail to gdp the Im .. gin-

Illion Or eor.cern of most phil~:;op~.er~. Be that as it mily. philosophy 

io: challer::-: ' ,d by th~$~ event.s too--no lI'.utter that it is ignored. 

To " I~':"% "':'ot.:!. t.lle H:>lor.,lUst. w£' must bp. !lil1ing: to fall 

~r,to t.:-'. , ';: :\~!I:(. e~;:- o~ it~ ':I.'e::oing unintelli9ibilitYJ2. t.o plungo 

ir.ta t r.c ~,.N rt at the c:!.:>rkn",'H; Of silence in spito of its plC"e-

;o:tio:-: r.- ! !;orror .1t. thE< n('art Of t'(~ason. at evil ilt the h<1art or 

"""~'l~i<y , CC;·l :;;C:-' as a tool lIe.:.m$ to push us toward a fOlC"m of 

~~ .. cin"'li""--t:r.C P<ls,;ionlcs!'; destruction ",hich justifies It.''!elf and 

J.:no.':t n" liMits. The Holocaust asks uu to qu<:.>stion our deC"!~l :1 

t.el ·j ..... ..... r.-.,.tions "Lalit the ;>rim>ocy of rea GOI1..,.-l:.h,lt to be rationai 

~, (.ort O! gooo:,,,,,;s or mor'llit:l to our human relatiWls. Rationality 

~c., .. evcr, "'''Ii ."01:. ,} rp.straining force in the Holocaust. Some of 

us 'Jo".lld say that it' "cvcn co:\rihut~7 to that process itslM ... 3 

j(ith "'C~(' bold strokes, I cQn state Illy t~lk in the follo .... ing 

2 

way»--there is a predominant mOdel of rearson ttlat h .. " bren 

centr .. l to Wi]stern civilization which philosophy af;Su",,,,s. tt:~l 
'''~~1 

tho:! Nazis perfected, and to whic'}l,lIolocaust historiansl<md wri..ler!;~ 

fall prey. 4 Philosophers search for uniVersal la\;.:;{t r\lths). a~.c! 

take little heed at signi!icant dit!"erencesl the 1\"';:i8 t.cio;,c! ::c 

destroy signiticant differences by making ptlo;>le(particul .. rly 

the Jews) interchangeable and destroyable, and the Holoc~ust 
',." 

historiana try to create universal stiltC"'.Cllts about "survl~'or&" 

as a whole. or about the "Holocilust cxpcritmcc" lo:;; a ·Jho lc. 

Thi,. fitriving toward unille t"Gal statcr.lC!nts or <;c,n.!t"altty 

creatos IIIYtltification(even erascli) our undcl.'st;mding of ·~h\t 

may be the pdmary aech'mism by ;.ohich the 1I0locaust Clccurrcd-­

simply, thQ'bperat.ion Of ' reason as domination,S i'hilo!"oot.I!~& \OO!"'; 

;.oork in cOltegories and periods: however. the prOCec!U~C8 o~ ra· 

tionality appealed to are painfully 5i11l11ar. If or,\) oICCt;-t::; 

th~:5g appeals to rationality, one win~9 up talKing to~ '!l:our. 

the Jews, and too little at;.or..:t the opprefisors .. nd their fen·c . 

This per~ective crases torce in favor of v~cti~izalion a~~ we 

lose what I think arc more imporU,lt ques tiorm. I..-'l..'I1 .. 1y.(I)'._" 

were so many "reas onable" persons a~le to do evil so "il5 ilY~1 

and (2) by 10Ihiit lIIeans did the Jews r('si.St ~,"1 survinl 01: . .1 ·.:"ni<::l 

o! these proved most effective? ThUS ~thi(i"<ll q'.l~sti"'..ns c.~ ri<;;-:: 

and wrong ~ust be dir£'cted at the pppressors and ~ tne 'vic~i~sl 

and the' only que&ticm about the Jews is hov and t;.y wh(lt ",,,,an:; 

did they re6ist/survive(since that some Jt'WS survived is 900cH1; 

\. , 
'. 
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In order to q;! t t o t.hC5V qu~stiont>. vo have t o look a t the iss uo s 

".' _ 0' ... · ,ivin' to"ll .. rd univ.:.- r .. al stJ..,lIIonts" conr.cctnd "ith t.he .... u ~ 

"oich.. I c l .. i~.crc<!.tc,; lnY5tifiClltion . 

In noloc.>l.!st. li toratun:o. one feature of t his myst i fir:ation 

i ·0 be all t.h~ same . IIhile tMra 
pn~dominat"s. s utv vors Bec". .. 

lI1a :l be liome 'd i fferentiation given crcdenc~!(ccr\; ... inly in many cases 

survh'ors arc trc<1tr?d a .. intlividuals--thus vc have somo token 

rocO>l:11t_101'1 of dit!crentiation)--none of th(Ose are sec n as so 

si<;niticant a s t:tc simple and complex tact. of having been jt, pri s oner 

in a co~cel'>tration or ey. terminat ~on camp, or a rcaistance tighter, or 

sur,,;vor of iii ghl·ttO. $ u re-Iy there arc experi e nces which are s h i:l red 

a:::o",", t !;<.:> _=:u r vivorsl thcr[) i s' reCOgnition ,7l nd com;nonality. HOV-

eve:, i to not r~cogni~e dii fc r ence even in this corr~onality seems 

fIli,>~uiccd • 

,:nat 1 -" i!;h to tlxploce is the relAtionship bc t,",cen the 
,, ·, -1 c:·'." .. \ 

eJ' if, tc ..... _0 1 og ~ COl l/ 'p r o'oicms in history. plli)l;ophy . and 

Ec i r>r.ce .... hie:' m.::kes ou r currcmt Ullderstund.ing of tho Holocaust 

limltt!d .. nd ob>lcurc . ~ n.c claims (of sucvivors and othors) 

t l".'l t th~ \Nlp: (If r esisting a nd surviving a re dirferent for 

dl.~ ferent p,ople , In particulilr. the hypothesis that vomen's 

ilr,'" """,'s' .:" ,mri'":tc!! of the Hol ocau ><t 'Was ditfercnt(i .l!. difrl!rent 

(;ur"i.,1>1 c .. ;> .. bilitif!s, ailfercnt \la rk , rolcs , 

I hofo(! to ,..how th"t in thc revealing or 'liuniricilnt differences GOIIIe or 

" .. ~,at t.il!: bt:c n o~scurcd ilnd limited in the understanding of tho 

)iolocaL;!lt CiO n be '-"ncovered. 

I Ilill bugin v ith Bruno e~ttelheim whose analysis of the 

Hol ocaust .ex.p«riencc in TIiE INF'ORKED Hi::ART ;lind other places 

h;3S rightly up!>et many people. S llu rllprlll:lcnts(if morp t. t urk ly 

tha r. others) a good deal Of what is wrong with phikltl(lpr.i.cal 

ana lysis in 9<;>neral und with historical interpr e tatic." o ( tne 

HolOCau s t ill part lcular. 9 [j(!Uel hcim ",rites about th{' ,J('.;~ in 

some singularly prohlematic ways. And one or the bi~gcst probl~~s 

vith this analys is is that many people. including schol a r s 

havo relied on it alone--as if it Is t~,.:l unimpeachable Gtll t c;r.cnt 

about Je",ish r CGis tance. ·, l!cttelhei m silYs, 

Psycholog ica lly spr>aking. most prisoners in the ex t cr:T:ination 
ca:nps committed suicide by sul:nitt ing to oea th ".;itl:o .. l ~ ... -
s i stance .. . (240:.) It milY have been Je\o"ish ilCcc"ptilnce , ... i tho'lt 
fight. of ever hnrs her discr imi nil ti on ilnd C<.:gr.::c!atio:l t!:at 
ti r st gave the ss the idea that they cou l d be gotten t ... t~e 
point whore they would ... alk to tr.e g.::s ch<ll':'.oo~~ on tl".c ir 
ovn.(253).,.why did tiD fcw mill ions (If p~i:>cncrs :liL' lir:e 10 
men . as did the men or only one of those cor.v;.ancoc f.1{;nrlj 

Although t here i8 room to think abou t how t he victil:ls- s urv!vo:'9 

respon~cd , it i o clear that we have been leso concerned ~ith 

questions of vhy the oppressor oppresses than wi t h the ill'.passible 

a nd ilr.rnora l question ot ",hy ' the victim i s .. victim, the ~cr.:s 

of the que .. tion are 1..I .'31..1 0l11y f r"mcd 101 .tO uch a vay that i t appo.: il r .. 

t.hiIt. the victim hao oome real choice . I I That inaeed had s/h" 

dono c erta in thing!> tncre would havo been no vic tlllliZat10:. or 

it could have been lessened. These tet"lll9 l ead one to the luC;icro .... s 

intrinsic to the Jewn. ra the r than hav ing sOIl',ethiny olo do "'ith 
M·. -·r_ 

t he opprcssor --the Na'l'i "~ Wcstt! rn civili'l'ation and/or Chri~tianity 
no..\; ..... ~\" ... . ' ."".:.,.,- f''''~'' 
Andrea Dwork in s ays I 

The centra l que~tio01 is nOLI "What is {orce <11'1,1 vr.at ·is !reeQo:tl1 
That. is a good qu(!o:;tion , but in t he r ea lm Of h..m.an c r .. c ;'ls-­
the r eala Of hurt.an history--it i s uttcrlY · OIbst ra;: t . 'n.c C.::>.-.t u l 
question iS I vhy is :nrce never ackno"'lpdgcd as ~uch "'h~n 
1..Isea againGt. the racially or sexl,lillly d espi sod1 Nazis terro:' 
used against tho Jews i s not in dispute . Still, thare is an , 

, , 

\. 
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all11(.1"t univcrsoll--ilnd intrinsically anti-l'i~~,itic--con­
viction thilt the J~WI'i w~nt voluntarily to th~ ?vcnl'i. 
P. ... tiondl dir;c"urs(l on hOll the Jew::> were terrorl.zed docs 
nOL "i~plil=e or lr<ln"rorm this irrational cor.viction .•• • 
A r;t,lvm~nt b; m<..de ",bollt the natura of the .Jew: .• ~he 
n"tun ••• 1'> to b.~ a victim. A rr.eblphysical vict1m 11> navel:" 
("rccci, only actuillized. 12 

What has UP::ict ~any is not so much tho sort Of definitions or 

idcaa Bctt~lhui~ has about honor or coul:"ago, or even about how 

VI! might behave in ct.-rtain situiltions o f stress~ but what is 

:t.ost. troublin~ is tll<lt wh<lt he S<ll'S is not: applicable to this 

si t uaticn o~ ~xterll'.ination o( the Jews bcCilllse this 1evel· ,of 

cxtre;nity is different. lie can't "pply the same values or valuations 

as ,-,e I!Ilo;ht in sit<ltiOllS filled with less terror and force and 

!>rutillit;"" f"r tho"e "ho disiOgroe ... ith n .. ttelheim .. bout tho 

i'0!;sil"_iL!:.ies for a:-"'N, resistance(or t;omchow Pleeting fer.:e with 

!orce), there is horror ilt the ~estion"whY did so few million9 

of priso~nr!'; die liko men?" W"n"t can he mean when hit raises t.his 

sc-call"d V.lILlC ot :n<l£culi"ity? It appcilrs t.ilat t1ettclhcim doe .. n't. 

u:-,'..i<:rstOl~d ... t:at. force Ci!.n belor how ditrcrent kinds ot r<;lrce can 

.... or;,;) and so j;c toO appc .. rs t.o blame the victim, inappropriately 

ar:c 1rr.":'Iora Ill" 

I w"uld I ike to suggest that there is another philosophical 

protl(::l\ toth \lith lIr.at. ho say!> and with the criticisms t.h"t. have 

teO:-:l levcllo:-o agilin:;t. I:il:l. Honor and courage do not have one 

!'Ieanin". And .. "hilo the experience in the camps may preclude cer­

talin kindS of hCi/'Ior imd courage, it may .. "ell inc lude other kinds. 

s.et.teH,e~m n"rro .. "", ~h" conceptS or honor and courage as it the)!' 

c/<n lr. applied as il un iv~rsa l const;mt, indepen~ent. of place or perbn:"'­

gender, nation;;.lity. age, background. etc •• 

Here Bnt1..elheim serveS as an e)tamp1e of taking concepts out. 

ot propor conte)tt, or ignorin~ others in ravor or applying a single 

6 

brush(stroke) to give U!l a \lay to interpret this part of thcl 

HoloCilQt. It. distorts and violates other perspectives. Sut not 

~iPlply becau~o DQttelhoim ~eems partiCUlarly vicious in thQ~c 

lines-although that goes iI long way--it would also be a viol;;l:.':'on 

even if the theory gave all Jells co:nplirr.cntM. ,!,here is a serious 

problem ... ith st.riving for such universalization or gcnera1i ..... tlon 
, (Lsurvi\,;::al) 

because sign ificant differences are not noticed. If resista~ce 

docGn't m~an the s ... me thing to everyone. th~n cxpcctatio~1'i and 

analyds about resist:anceU. l:iurviv;::al ) havc to be dirferunt than 

what we 6ec from SOl'ileone like Bettelheimlor others ,.\. 

generalizQ too r."Iuch). 

Others, in addition to Bettc l hC!i"' .. ta};e evants Of aor.m 

magnitude--revolutions, w;;lrs, floods, etc., and reCOnSU"uct :.! ;e::-. 

as if they happened in the singu1ar-:-as it they occurred in s ... ch 0 

way that everyone experienced tr.e event, as "an evenL" lio~"(:ver, 

this is not how we ~xper.i.ence--we llnde rso or h.n-e cXP'"'rie~c",s -.. hich 

often cannot 00 "pl ... ced," or are not ul"l.i(!rstood I:ntil .ll"tC'r t~~:r 

occur. The Holocaust is cert.linly an event Of gre"t ~ .. gni:.ude • 

Shecr nllmbers are inSUfficient t o exprcss it. ~et it is · the very 

numbers and tho wide ~pOqu.phic:al SlIeeD and the particular con-
/U{.,; " . .1<,.) 1" ~.,f,;"_,,,,_ .... ·\·,'-;l\n') . 

figuration OfAchristiallvs. Jew, which seems t.o make it nccl'l'isary 

to di,.cuss it a s a macrocosm. By generalizing, the enorlt1it.)" seems 

easier. The more general, the mOl:"e theo~ical. the easier it i s 

to diticUSS and appropriate. 

But tilis distancing poses problems for· philosophy, "ci~ncc. a;-,d 

hi6tory. Philosophy pUiI!ports to be a science--a 8cience o~ lIisool'l, 

a nd thcroto~e requires facts(cviaence, cases) and, mo~c importantly, , 

\ 
\ 
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9Cn~r Q l l a,..r. or "trllt!".!:" which h old beyond perspactive . which 

!';ol d 1n .l:pi l.') P~.J(.·~jCC i'Xi{."" .f.f}d no it c,> sidcr. in dic:hO/l O:1lYI 
~b'Tr ,: Je,J/:m.flJi.··:···, ... • .. Ul.t... ·",,.jrIle.. ~;,:! .. O1" ~i" , ~ , . 1 

:;:.:bjC'c t/o~j ; .. el:: 'In 11.111 free/vol lu.· lildcn; rl.~ht/ ... rong: rCiJ,~on/ lIIot on, 

scl~/ot~r. truc/~i115Cl good/evil. unfoctu~i1 te lY. fo r philosophy 

(1 1ko sci enccJgeneral la\l's~truths- arc more import",nt thnn 

dl~!'crcllccs or var i .. tlons . UCCi1Uf>C pr.ilosophy(liko Iici onc o) want8 

to do wi thout t he contcK t-· ... it.hou t the 

o;;ucs t ion!; and ",ithout tho rcclln9~(too 

ob:o;cu rin; tlo r e (:o,"';:..1ctc .. r"th~1 

conflict. conrus iOfi{ ' "" 
which, it th okll 

subjo(:ti*- " len ds up 

h?plying this ph1 1 0,.onhi~ .. 1 .-m sc;iunt iric vi .... w to the world 

ot t}-.I: )!OlOCll I,lSl (;.1'1') ends up negoti.lt ing diccenmces. d ichot omi es 

60 th3t 0:'1<0 ~ roup i s Boon a • .auporior and ot}wrs in(orior. on" t hg 

l:Iall t~ r Ind the oth .... r. t he sl.we. We assume hUlQan mas t e ry and control 

throu" h t he hu.""a n intell ect. Wo t.hen try to \::ccomo . in promet.hcan 

:-a::;hion, "'!-... t<:1VO:' 110 ... i st. lO be. or to ",ako ot~lUrs "'hat '1~ lI ish 

H .m:: to be. 13 n'1<<I) t':'atlO11" o~ dif(cc'mcm. , ot dichotomi<.!I< , 
; in our modos oe thinking in the 

havr, Ct<tublinhed 
live s we lu"d , th'! gavernon.mt. !O "Ii< have s t.ructured , fl>i!.n.dl1)lnli of 

I s i "u):l'IneOusly ~t h 

lI'.ilin tain~d I: hat. the y lire not. sym lo' tom<l.t.ic "C t. 1l<.! struc t.urf'la v~. 

ha 'l& :r:.a de t.ut r at.her Of huma n n .. t.ure i taclC(and henca unchangeabl.). 

One o! tt:<:1 c onl;uque nC.'$ Of not 6e~ing the r elatiOllllhip betw~en 

struct.ure 3nd individu3lG, i>:l hO'oI dift'icult i t i >:l to admit t~t 

the Nazis "~ r,,, $;.a~ecrin<.l trom iI thought di sorder which .... Qes in 

:'CIOt:t!rn ci ... ilizat,;'on--t,he valori~a::.ion 0: re3 son over tho emoti on •• 

( " hi i.o ~ op~" , ", .;0:/ br, \;r.1ppo~ cl in .. similar thought di~order.l wo 

vant to believe that r e .;osonable pe rsons have.lilll·it.s '(ito want to 

(;t:1.' thQ ~IIZi.s .11 M an e;l(.l!llplo ot m .. dnesn(1rrat!onal1ty) U k inq ovor 

Nth'! I ' thon an t:x<ll.,plo o f reason 9Qn9 too lar.). ("Tho dl"eQms Of 

r e .. son o~ lo;'n produco monst(:rn." Coya) 

. '. ' . _ .. , 

. ~ .. 

• 
Tho:lo • liko Arendt who h3VCl trifld t o di scuns tha nonr.alit:y 

ng! ot the deed but ot the perpr.trlltOl'l', ilra licen t o lA-' C'o.r.muni ­

c a t,ing tha t. t he. N;;a'lohi " el('e not '" q uilty or t.hat t t.eir cc~r..(>" 

were not quite &0 horr i.ble . On '"y vic.' , J,. t is quIte U::e upposi::.c . 

If the&e ilion ve re not .. onGtors. while the ir s!.!!£b ... ere .(they ... ere 

no t 60/110 unique abt:cr.lt i~n on the hi s tory ot ,,"es t e rn t::uro:>cl . 

then wo have more to bo .lfraid ot th3n it thoy wcro simply mad 

or irrational. It is preci se ly Mthe normality" ot t he per.",t.rator s 

which i s GO drC<l.dful about this hi story - -tho person · .. ho \o'ith patienct'. 

diligence signs papers , opetates rail:Ol:d ca r s, insert.s the '.!:,·k!.cn ;:1--
u. 

lQurden; wIthout passion . Hil berg t fl lls/ol th!! !'C rte tr;at.ol-<; ; :.;,.,,? .a:,:! 

••. Lawyer s , ilcCOun tu !l t s , r'hyni cj.iOnl;~_e rl(l i nce r :;:, c!p!or.'.o\ts , 
b;;,n\cers, c lerk .. , ... ltho raLlroil- d 11'''10/ wc r o G<::'h~o", I' .'j ~· c;'<>t i.c ~ . 
They worc r a rcly the ROrt ot ll,lol>l~ on~ thiniois o f ;:;:;: ;:olvir.~ I.:c('n 
highly indoct rinlltcd . A~ a "'tlt t o r of file t, on~ coull;! s4y or 
t.hem that as far.'lily I'IN:!n thny vero do(:(mt, as fri e r.d !; they ;;o re 
loyal, as i't9EIinary citi~Qn $ they ~'~re la,,·abil;!ir.g i~ c\' er~' . 
sense ot that word. bOllrgeoi~ al"'uY!l or al :r.ust 31'0;" 1":; , 14 

How did t.hey cope 10ith tt:oil(' ta1<K Of t.r3 n :::: ;:>orting I,·,il li..;;:.s or 

Jews to Killing cente r s? ••• in t he mos t ingcneous " ay cy no t 

'tary!ng their r outino. and not. restructuring t.hoir organiO!iEltion. 

no t c hangi ng 8 t.hing in t.hei r cot r e5pude nce ot mode oe co~~ uni~tlti cn~ . 
The l.achi.no I'Y of cllHl t, r u>;' tion ., .va li at. rllctu .·a l l)" n o <ilf(erc nt 
frOlll organizod CO l('lr~'n liocioty "8 a \o'ho l e l t.he dirr..'r~n,=(! ~.1S 
only one of func tion. Tho a:.:achinery Of d0 5t.(lIc:.10n .-~~. t h ;;> 
orgitn i1.e d COlMl,lnity i n one of i t.r. special roles " .i~::U:·1 p r o ­
~e&sio" . ovcrr Skl1~. evec)' soclil-l ~U tus .. all rept~'!","l"'C ", 
Even the: killlt;"g unlts and tile kjlllng c e nters did not octa!n 
pcotess l.onal kl.l1or ti. 16 

Thh 
" . . ,. 

c once ntration camp u l'1 iver8e ( 'I r the .. e \o· ... hiOd 

as its purpOse not Drily the s heer loss ot liCe but ~l sc t he l:t­

povor~6hmcnt Of hum3n lito and tho r edue tion ot tho . p~r~on to sO;~ l hin 

le&8 than human, to 50..o0ne who counts cor nothing, who it ultimately 

andUndstlnitolYl l'cplaceablo. One who no 10nl1er Clln begin b\.lt 1& 

at moat only allOWed to go on, 17 

\ 
\ 
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, 
. y , ~,-'d " Jft<ldness"-but not ,:roOlt'1n by ~tadcnen. L:nqur, -.1;10f,ilbl u ~ • 

r.toil ::O:O t :-.",,, ! " n~t; sil:lply Oil g oodl it harbors loIithil)'l,tlu,:lC a 

d e .. ::i ~ y (! i -; .. ,,~t iO):1; O( p t:chil P:i !:;he concept of ""li t i t ... c an s to 

~ ciltio;1iIll ·.·h~ch hilS dcvt:lopcd in Western civilization has 

!:-Jc,n distortC'c.
18 

lifter .:Ill thi::; , can it 00 that we can UGO philo$op~y to talk 

a~out the iiolocaust1 Do vo r.eod philosophy to tell us t.hllt tho 11010-

e.llst val> o"lin Z\'r<~ ly r~ot. Can philo",ol'hy holp vith t.ho <4\105tion& 

'3: iuck)in',! aclion'" to be right c , wrong? The Holocaust. s imply 

d(.o(.!s not give us r...=i n1 situa t ions · .. ~ro a theory or a principIa 

"hic~ vc t.:ld t.;,l1 U~ ",; i s rirJ l, t to do" or"x i .. vronq to do; would 

~o o~ lH:y la'~. Tl':c Hol ocau &t demons trate!> that. lIIoral decision 

r:",itina as va have CO!':l·~ to KnOV it. is no t applicable. The resultS 

of t~" s.n Gnc':'sion.<: lire toO fillcd with arr.biQuitios, unC1OJrities,-

a"::)iv~lcr.co, r • .:ain. !;I!f!or! nlj. ~:o s atisfactory conclusions 1 no 

clo~ur c . ~: orc. r .. t~':: : HI .. n l ess evil is o!t.c n produced. ~Ih{i.~ t;ort 

o! OJ ;.I::.h·crsC! is ! :;a; in IoIhich to ac t "l::ora1111'" (8.9· it cannot 

i:Ie a 200:1 to kill you r baby and save yourself or kill self and 

tho bloay. ele .) w!: .. re not in the vorld of I!thic8 as triJ:diClona l 

I"hilo:;o"hy ha~ eO:ls t.ructod it. We arc in th~ tima o! • radical 

t. .... i.t;ch. not si;~ply .. rodic al !:Iomen t . The-co apparently ~ po,;.'::i­

bll1tios were crcated in pa rt bElcause Of t he dClo't.ruction of Euro~~n 

Je,!s t..y tt.e ""df!. 
':'~.f! :;cholarl'l i:lvo s tiQa t. ion o f .a problem or an ovc nt--vhot. 

UCt S « r::cr:;; ', and vhich il:r.onq t.hel:l arc emph a s ilOd never take s place 

in It VilCUUI:\. It alvay s dl!velops out of a partiC\llar perspective or 

froo some parti~lar· angl~. such hcr~neuticar quoa tiona tend to 

be ob;;cured in the. ca s e of an extraordinary ev(lnt like the Holo­

caust ano iii. I tt.e Doreso when tho very eSS€lnce of tt.at event seem5 

, , 

. :- " 

10 

to be the a!'lnihil o:. tion Of a ll distinctions . Jlllvvrtholet:3, it r e -

~alns true thilt the ana l ytical framework ve bring to the study of 

the HOlocaust gdvcrn~ vh~t v~ arc ablqlo discovo r aeout it and 

how ve com~rehend what ve di s cover. 

It ha a beon sa id that thQ horror of the Holocau~t is Oi such 

proportions that any attt' mpt. to milk..:- di stinctioMs 0: Cl"I>E, na­

tionality, or age. let alone gvndcr--ia outrageou8. Yet making 

distinctions and atte~ptinQ to discover the roal di~~inct.ions that 

exist among varioulil groups Olnd classes, form s ... large pr.rl:. o ~ . ­

an historical enterpriso. It. ~.ily be that the Holocaust obliterate s 

IIll such distinction lil . Still thill; shOUld not be the !; l,Iidin,J 

assumption o f acholarly rcs~arch, but its concluuion. 

I have indicated thilo t philosophical cate gories, etc •• a rc 

not helpful in under,;tanti1.ng the Holo~o:.\l5t(li.<; , have <!Iny nUJ:'.oo r · Of 

ot.hcv.fri tc ~·s) ..... lsO I have ,ungested that phi l osopi'lcl'S C:O ::oat 

u s ually differentiate in their theories--eather tho persj)Ccdv'!.' 

i~ tho univcrml. or at l c aat an attcmpt to " paOli!; (or al l FC=so:':s 

or things ind€lpcndcnt Of pc~ctive. The literature ~bou~ t}.o 

Holocaust has done B~~thing v~ry similar. Tal~ about. ethics in 

philosophy and ttlk Of' ",oral dimensions of tho lIo10caust \.:,.':iIo11y 

speaks as it thoro \Iere no .'._ cateQorics othor than that o~ , . 
"porsons." Th'lt category howevQr "'YI>1:itio " man)' dit(crcnt!3ticns. 

While vOlIICn havQ vritten diaries, mClI\Oini . ami nov<lls. t heir 

tostilllony has not. roceived tl~ 80rt of publicit}· or prdldn.:: r..:c a s 

that 01' the man , ,\nd turther. that testi~ony has not been ~Gde 

vith an eyo toward differentiation. In tact current llterature 

on the H<t,;lOC&loI8t., "~y reflectin!; primarily the lives Of !:en as 

, 
\ 

\ 
' . 
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:o _: cn !;)y m>;>n. lead s un to believe that evcryone .... llethor young or 

old, I:'illr. or te.,ollc, rich or poor, IIICrchilnt, pea3olnt . protc!;sor, 

dO(:tor, teolc~cr, :1Iuther, child , rutpcrienced the HolociUS~ 

in tl-.,., :-; .. ::..: "'~"j.«(,r that thll expcrip.r:CeR that .... ere sha r e d, olrO 

for U1: ... ·hcn lie study the llo1ocOlut>t.) 

!, thio wer'l in tact true. it wauld be cxtrilordinal")'. p03 rhaps 

utiprecedcnt'!d. aut: cur refit writing on the Holoc.u&t (livOD 1,18 no 

va"j of ):no".ling .... hether it hi trul.!. 

L,.,t I''! ']i ... e you (;ornu (.!y.all'ples of stau:ments ...,.,ich, .... hen you 

thin): .. ~out the.n, (lcmllnd attention--f ... om the his toe ian, from tho 

r>hi}l;,so;>~,"r--{ro.'II .:my of U!; ~ho iorc thinking about th,., impliColtiona 

o( the Holoeaur.t. If hum .. n va lu"", " ct"(., d<?r;U,oyed in tho I/OlOC.llust, 

... ·e !'IN, ;! to i' .... ¥. .... h::t thilt m'~<lns- -"'hich v .. luen? ... ·h<L.:·l(> valuos? 

1 ••.. i ~ Y(.Ju "o;Y.r,d .. n en",.,y for 1I"."rcy . it ...... c heH(!r tllilt the 
(:~ . .,r. .. , .~ hould ';x. ;l RUIn rathor them ~ .... o .. lIan bccilu~e the re o,tilS 
no C:~lIr,c:e ~ t all .... i:;h a .... O.'I\·ln. The .... 0:11(.'1'1 they had k:lCNn as 
t ':!;' ir :;$ captors, holC invariably be.;:on crueler: than tho men. 20 

Tt. ill :;;~lV)::"F.!nt ~·a>i in the text as a ~I .. tter of truth . l!oVOVer isn 't 

it an cr.:o;irical cl"i", that "'Il need to invust.ioate? Ho .... would yQ 

):r:o· .. i! i.t is tn.I(,1 ;/:aolT. critcri .. LIrc used? ·,"ha t doos it ~oIln 

t(:. jud;e ~n this .... ay? Does it have sO:lIcthing: to 00 .... ith the notiona 

thilot .. ·~ ·hlv(J t.hllt wo:.oen arc nOl expected to be cruol? Thus when 

" 0::".O]r: i. r~ cru,,1 . or b:-utlll·, thQY a,.,~ judqed more hnrshly thol n • __ 

t n!> ~':r:? Or. arc "n:~nn ~cc.n as pot.e;-atiollly '~ore cruo l ilntl thus 

jud'Jo;ld ioccurd.rCjly vho:.n givnn the opportunity. 

2. Ir. h ls COIther 1arO)o hook . · "insztein, JEWISH RESISTANCE IN NAZI 

OCCUl'. l.D !:L·?OP£, .... cntions .... o:ncn 1n ONi a fey places. Yet,withOut 

olr.al'l!lis •. ho .say::! the !0110-..iIl9 ilbo\!t survivb.l oll'ld d.:::"th. 
r~.e 91"1:1It.C:S ::' atrOCit io ..... t I,uscl;",it.;:; ynrCl committ'ld <igainl->t 
':" ·4 1:\ ;-. 1tDr..cn "nd c:l-.iJ.dr~n . The young children .... or .. a ll mu r der ae 
0;. a:-rivul in the (:')I:".p, while most Qf tr.o J~wish 1001,\01'1 s.::J.octcCi 
toc ",orlo; V O;: C(' impri!lonod at Hirkenau, In 1941, Or. Fl,lrdin~"4 
Yrodrich Zuckor , ~pcciali6t i .n lIater emor~oncy and protesEior 

I' 

ilt Dl'cdau IJniverlfity, pr(:pilrcd Il report on t;,e !lir,,(!n"H .. c.a 
foe Hi11L111cr . in which 1":..: Iltatcd tha t tho Io'atcr fo'.!:",,, t e, ' : !: '"' ''- ,~ !l 
not even fit (or rir.~;ln9 O"~"!i mouth ;ond con:i:.:. qo..;e:.tlj' t:.·_· ::;:; 
were forbidden to drink it. 'rho:! water vas tur:;!""', ::'01).1,1':..;> '; . 
ezpecially in thco women's cam~. by excreta and urin'~, c.;e :;~ 
too absence ot even primitive latrinlu •• Tho Fri",:.aen; ti:..:.'!""~Q;-"" 
constantly suftered not only fro.'ll hunger but also (rt~. thir'J".2: 

In iI conversation, Ch~rlotte OCi'lbo(author o! xoxe 0)' us .,:L:" ::: ;;'.-... ,;::) 

clilimed that the ~ituation tor vo~n vaG vorse th~n tor ~n y r.en 

8M was In Auschwiu.(JOIn 1943 ). A,8 

there .... a~ one tap for 15 . 009 .... omen, thO! conditi.:.n .. or the l:;arrac· 

.... ere wor .. e than for the V-fln. etc. At the same tir..e she cuilr.!; tr.3t 

women survived better than men. Whet doos sho mean? Sl:.e £jJC.ll:s o~ 

.... OInen bonding vith each oth"r(difte r ent ·:· !ro."1I th'" I'Icn(· .. ho.it ..,'?~:r~ 
p:Jf,' !;il;.ili \.y . 

tor the IZJ: lIIoSt part did not» to help in the · / 0: .iEllr-.·.i·/dl. 
,. (ilt:eu~ :I.C"''-''Wil~~ ) 

Tillion in hcr bgok Rllvt;NSI:!~UCH says that H09gn'S ... t>o..l!:-,· .. tio': e" 

about pl-isonllr rem!l\tJoient and t;(lI'ISC of a!Jand':>'T,cnt ~'as 1:". (>;-" t:-ur" 

,., men than·ttr"lOmen. She cJ.olir.:s ...... hile so~~e :nate p:-i_o;( ... :n~ ~ "~C(;::l 
U:cir cO:lIrads (or the highcost 1I'.0tiveu, oth~rs did ,,0 ,1", t"-(."j 
became hQr~ened to the necossi ty ot th~ ta~¥.. and :;-,il~.y b.:>Cil:;"C 

cruel to thqf:.oint 0: sadism , J.il:-\jcHy bcCilUl1,," o! rc ;::n':;s'!'d 
sexua l desires. In the wo.'I\On's Cil:r.pS, only t~c r:'I .::I!'t. s~!~i~.n 
in character becaf.le ,,'0 h . ... rluflod. "hil(' fo ... "''''':1 ~l-_" inr::r.,.:':'~l e 
personal !;uffering only increased their con.eet"n !oc !O:'.e r:~C~! 
of others . 22 

Again thesc ilre empir i cal · c1aimll1 avon thou<;lh in ~t,csc ~.~ate:-. -l :'lt5 

they appea r to be givens .Certainly the: rel.,tionship (it :.nyJret,-ecr. 

repressed !;exuality in thlJ lI'en end v i o l ence needs to be in~'cl'ti!:au!'Q 

and not. .. illlply st ... tod. Whilt ot th<l reprc "G~d "oxu"'li~r of ... -o.~ . .,r.1 

Doe:'l it really produce euch ;a ditlQrolnt respoosll in "o.Tc:n1 or ~o 

the rulati ons betwoen tho ~omen and bo tvo~n the ~cn result t ro~ 

~ltogetho. other causca? 

A conversation vith RaUl Hilberg. rcv~ol le::l. that in t.is r Q,;carc 

l\8 noticad t}la~ YOllng IIlOn (;adoloscen t age) lIurvive(f Potter t.han ..... (1."1-

ovor 30, HO\(BVor, \ l\o AlSO n oHe od that rathGltll liere flOt. able to s ·.Ir'li' , 
\. 

, . ".---- _ .f" -,.-. . ... 
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\lcll. "o.~L·n ",ho lot; t thoirCa::lilics yere better .:1bl c (hc thinkS) to 

lhan t~ ;T.~n . 2) He/;"(' il<;;:':.1'1 we h'lYe an empirical claim about 

\1 01::01'1' S a.rvival which nee ds to ba inveGtigated--did \/c:llen liurvive 

battnr and "hat docs th~t mean? 

3. Des fIres in (!OII'o/nunic ation vith III(! to.:.id that ",hile hc did not 

ap;:oro.ich the s Ubject Gj'stcmatically he ",<IS " s truck :HJilin and again 

by the "'''11 5 in ..,!lieh, undcr infini t e ly If.or o terriblo c:irculnsta nc:cs, 

"'Oi:lC!l in plac!'s l i ke "u6chvitz and Rav~n:; t.l·Uck :Il0l60 ~tlcr survivor!" •• 

the y ~r.(t\l t,o~· to r.c\.: .,.t~cy \'~ rc I~OtC lit case in matters of in-

tilLilte nclp ••• tt ..... y IiCCtIM.d to care more fo r life ••• llnd baing le88 

dcpcr:-:icnt c.tl in f lllt\ld cgos, <Hi men lOre, \/hore tl':cno cgOC& craCked 

a nd lOcro S"Cpl ">I;', , . 'o .... cn recovered fillitl!r and with lcsl'> bittarne ,a." 

4. Attina Cr';' :: ~; ft .an . ,'m hJ :; to(ian, h<'ls ~hll followin g i,,!,Prf'c,.ic'Oq fl'cn{ 

h~ r r,,~c ;\!' <.: h' ;1 <:'~tT-n ~ ... ny C""(:$ "e<tl'~c! ~o :n .. kc 1::., tt('1:' 'ol (!"ption ' 
t t:~r, '1""') [ : .... ld "."'~ r', mar~ <t:arc·mr: ly vicLi:1I1 ... ..cd th.::on 
... r.n. "",t .. n~y . , ~ . .... .... ; ... ,;,nr.-... lr.'" i n ~w.-, .. r .. 1 I;:o.,t " rXlc.i:'ic;olly 
in t'-' :-I:: ~ : (If tm:.ir !l, .. nd<, c( o r !;I!'; ) . (FOr cx.ur,plc it SCCI!l.6 
cl"ar l!-.at. a ... ajority o f CCl:'mdn Jawi sh victim:. were women l 
... ide,"'s who couldn't lColve OJ' other wOlllen who J'cmaincd behind 
r·ol ~'It the port o~ no retuJ'n bc!cause they felt rl!sponsiblo 
.. nd ·.;crc hcld rCtipons iblc for otl\l r family members in a 
vay r"C;) ,",e ren't. 

y.igt.t it Oc: thllt ~' h,)t con:;ti tutad 6urvivul Qnd ro.h:tunce tor women 

ic di!!~r ... nt (rol~ th.:.t ot IT.cn? C,-,rtninly it . .,omen wore i n th(f f:lajority 

In ccrta!'n aH:a l< then nur vicw:i about what concti tuted rQ9ist.:lncp 

or ~urvivdl ~u~ t. in so~e s e" s e depend on unders tanding that POP~1.t1Qn . 

in rel.lti o:-: to ... t.c Na Zi s , re soarch i s clearly ~f\ orde~. 

~. Ilon" X .. r:ncl . "Uthor ot A.'1 ESTNrF. OF ~J::HOR'{ h illi written 111'" Qt 

,1I:0t.her questionl ~exual cont.act bet. ... een Je .... l .. h \fanen anct Jew,\,,.h 

police in the ghcttoes."Sexuality .... as a moa,l1;: or bu:/lng prQte.ct.\.on : ~ '" 

tror~ the .1(.·.,ish ;:olicemen ••• who ha!i 11\e.:lI'lS and power." What does 

. ' 

moan (o r tho undetl: t andi llg of resistance and $u rvivill for " o..--cr:? 

eiln the ways in which .,C>J\Cn could be u sod t;ax uallylor use SfOXU .. 1::.)-j 

in "ays apparently oitterellt frorn ilion, boJ i C; norc o? 

The abovo indicatc .. a tew things, There haVe ~cn qucstio~& 

in the llIinds of so~ writers cor.cerning t.he differe nces in thu 

live9 of vo ... en flO3l thot of IftCn during the Holoclust, And that 

tho signiticance at the.'llil differences has of t on not ruen co::-.";\\mi­

catedj or it commwnic.tcd dOne without paying ~uch .t t entien ~o t.he 

possiblo consequences or the claims, or "orse ilS if LtN dif!\'cor.c;;>:; 

weren't there in spite ot tho sontences t.., tho contra~y. It de",!.> 

not 60('111 possibl e any longer to dony that the expe ri c:'ncc ;. Olr,;! 

pl'coptione ot VOl'lOn 1010\.110 bt! ditferent--lInd P"Jrh.lps would difter 

signlt icantly UOla th.lt ot m~n during tho Holocaus t, \~ l:i 1(' tho 

content ot those diHcrClnc..,s Clll1not 00 tull): Bl;'ticu)ated rot)' .. (ir.6:t'd 

1: can 0111y sugges t hint,;) sinco the J'Clsolirch i o ju:,:;'! b--'2ill~.in,;. 

we can Sily sQlr.e t.hir.i1~ ' No t only havo we b('€In l \ld into .i ~ r.o:-i;}il 

C<:!rt:ain evidl?ncc lind not t<>ll i n<j t ..... s.t:nricll n~ \I., ...... n lOs if thv:l' 

•• 
were/l~portant as those ot the ~enl but also 1010 have bce~ le~ into 

misunderstanding OJ' mishandl ing questions that have to do vith 

rQs istanee , pa!Xivlty, COllipliOlnco, ctc" I>e nQc d to eJ'inc;; cu.t ~'hat 

"omen YOre doing·-"ho .... e J'e they? .,here wcJ'o thoy? tho courier s . 

tho' cmullglCClI ot weapon!), tho secretaries at flucCh,dtz, the t.<!"::hor r. , 

tho mothers, etc •• Not s 11':1ply tM t oken hc.-01n('9(0.9. Hill,l. ""r.,!a. 
for In~t.ance, 

Anna Frame",) \fO havo beon ~old about./A n:ajor source o( i'1! or.:!ill t1 on 

pr~ttY much ~gnor.:Jd by tj'lu hir.torians 

~eV~Bh ~~n in. " ",pwitz-Bi rkenau who .,orked in t~ S5 ca~p offices. 

'l'h,:y vera told by, the SS -·"yo\.l can know everything-·since yOU vill 

illl die anyvaY"p·Al.l ot us knov(those Of us who h/lvo ):ern sccret"ries 
, 

and those vho have u'sed secraurles)juut ho.., lIuch 5ecfouri('s knCl\f 

\ 

.......... 
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(j.lldCl"ld nO'" :r. ~ny ::;r.(:r(!Ud.ll hours did it l.:.ko fer m<lny ot 1.111 to 

00 ~C!(.· l - ~,}nd yet t:his :;ourcr. ha!i "been prid:lcally ignort.l'd in term9 

Of lc.lrning ,)~out ~hc c,}~ps . s~c · o( us didn't even know trom tho 

hi s tory tcY.ts thilt theso \lomen vorked as they did. It ill possibl. 

t.ha~ 'Ie can ",lOt cluea to a different perspective on the Holocaust 

t.hrou ';!h loolcin,. at tt'lll lives and ur.dcrstanding ot btl"" .. " OIIlP.n. 

Rcmen'=:; hi:;tor/ . as X Joan Kell{-GildO.u ha s pointed out"halll 

disabu sed us ot the notion that the histat)' of \lomen 1s tho 

6.lC'.C 01:1 the hl::tm:y of m~n. :ond thO'll the 6igni(i cant tI.lIrin'il points .. 
in h it.tory ".:.va tho Sill:\<} ir.:p.-.r:t t.,.r one S<,lX 011;1 (or MlOtoor . 24 

WOII'I<.!n do not Shill' O 

.,ith m,.," ttv .. 6,JlIIt, 1<1', ,,11 ab<.>ut sell, fami ly , h"coism, chaQ:,ter, pOllor. 

~acri~ic .. r.nd I O/<llty. consequcnt.ly , any general or apparontly 

... ,+ndc r-:lCl,ltr ill IIllltc;fu.:ntS abc.ul surviva l , resistancc , the maintanenca 

or col !~9sC at mo: .. ' v"lues, "n(l the dysfunction at culture in the 

C"'-. ps a::(1 'JMtt~s must tx.. analy~c(l anew tro:1l tt'.o pQrllpcctivc an(l 

exporir.ncc ot Io"O :T.un. 

I ~o~lu liko to (10 some .. nalyscs to more tully dQ~nsbAte 

that. !Ouch a dir ! ct'cnt pc~ectivc is in ord('r--thilt the way:; i n vhid. 

WCl!:en t:ayc m en exclud<:d (rom the interpretation of events in hintor y 

i :l sh:Uar to "'hllt hOIl h .'Cn done in the lIolocaust. 2!; ~Ly tirst exalllP.l. 

v111 r ctlOO\ lO th'1 .. naIydu that Ilct t r.lhcim maklHI in 'I'l;EIHFOR.'1£O · 

HEART aoout prisontlrc and their ::lo-called pa ssive rcsponsc.(Yol.l will 

recoll hin via'f th: , t pri'lonera s}"'ouid hilVIl died 11ke rr.en ••• ) LiliUn 

to ~o" r.~ u ces thill in a story which seema t~ represent tha model 

or pilradig:ll or action. It 18 the final ~~OJ:y h.a tolla in his c hapt.er 

on tho) r eSpOn llQ:;> of tho prisoners. Jie .talka ot naked priaoners linod 

1£, 

up for the gas chamber. ,\n SS otficer having learned that Dna 

of these priliOllors ' \0/;111 ;I. dancer. ardors her t.o danco (or !"IiII'. sr.~ 

d0C!9. As s~ danced 

she appr~oChcd hi~, seitod hia gun and shot. hi~ . S~~ too 
VilS immediat.ely s hot to death . 26 

Bet.telheiR t.hen COmcr~ntfi: 

TWis dancing r.IiIde her OnCQ 1I{1 .1 i" as ;I. pe r son. 110 l(;r.c;~ r "as 
she a number, nameles s, de~rso"aliteci pri"oner, u .... t tehe 
d.mcer she used teO be . 'l'ranstorll'led , hOl'cver , 1II00000nt.ari I)" , 

she responded liko hcr 01('1 sol C, des troying the ~nelr.y oor. t 
on dest.ructio:l, even it flha hlld t.o die in the .process •• , 
ex ercising ~he last freedom that n ot ellen the eon~nl rAtion 
camp could takO allay--t.o decide hO\f onc Io·ishcs t.o t!".i~iI; and feel 
about the COI'Iditions o! onc ' s life --lhis d.\ncC! r l!"l!"o:, .. ofr \'",,1 1' 

( rCill priSOn . Thi .. she coul d do bcc.,ufe S ill' , ... \ n villi._) t o ri!Jk 
her 1 i ( e to achinvil .. u ~ono."1Ir onco marc. 1 f w .. dO thal, t!".en 
it we cannot liv", at l(!~::It we din " $ r.'c'" 27 

acttlllhoi ... c riticizen tho .10"'''' bI,cau ... n thcy ( ~.:t) do ... ·t ilct Iii:.:! 

men"'-"l"Id ironic~Uy thi s 'Woman 40 c:omplimented beC:iluse idle in 

pcting 111(1! ill mlp, 'I'he "roal priGon" lias Vh.lt Ilhe thc.uohr and 

telt , ilnd not 'WMt Wol S dono to her? 11011 ;'Pplllling to sa}' thi:.;·~ 

HOIl ott tho mark it i s. Can ve praiso hur fo r not bcinq a victi~ 

i n this case? IlI\pa~sibl&. or COUtSO sho was a vlc t~m . The ~hoic~s 

vere ilU structured and l illlitoJd beyond belief. But we are told 

hero tha t thorc if; only Or,Q ~ay to bo an honorablo vietir .. that 

V8 dio as lJ".cn s hOl.lld. If those kinds ot actions are pcrtorlr..;od l h.::.n 

the victilll(thinks lIottelhDim) ",i!,lht wo ll nCCil.te the (orCl! at d ... 

opprclisors1 Certilinly tho irl!st&nc8d ot ar:1led r esint.il"ccI O!"J. ;"/"I~,u ... 

gt"lOttoe, ~ ,) ought t.o bo suftiei ont proot agdn!lt. ,ucll ~J:-ir..':I. 

Jlrilyery Of t.his sort.; i a nOt t.n~ 0011,' 

br'weer pos:iblc . \lhy, in tho fLQIIIC of ,,"omen. t;hoUld ,,It BUFPOEt:!d that 

r evpnqe h ~~ ov A£Usul that h to be .ppre-chtcd vhen it 

comqa to s urv iVQ 1? ' 

The val\lc that\~cttclhoim 1I\l9geot& is thL value that mes t 

, 

" 

.. ....•. 

. .~ 
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~CdUS~ they are applicable to the experiences and under~tanding 

m~n h'l'H! Of lhcJir li'l(:>:. :-.'hcr<:ae the y do not seem Uticful fo r ""omen-
~'~"'\'I ,,',-.5. 

';0 do "r>S\.~!;i,-.k o;;"o..l!L.Jj.:c.~ .. in these tenn~. If thi s is so, then 

... '~_ r. ~r:'; l .... s..,e '..-U.: tl-,cc diffe rent values are at stake o r different 

vays tQ r;ulVive othe r th,1n the standard Bctte l heim procl<lims.(Is 

it al so pomliblc tholt the livos of men were changed morc radically 

than the lives Of the WO"lcn which might accoun t for tho viells th'lt 

vO:I'.cn".survi\"C'd t<:ttc r ~ lilll:'! men?) 

La-,{renc" Lanser in his <letlela "The Dilemma or Choice in 

tt.c Dcatr.C:<I::1:;'s " speaks of "cho iccles$ choi c es ." 
"·hr.:!"~ critical ccc:i sion;, did not reflect o?t.lons between 
lif'.' ,in:! c.~at~. but ectl:ocn ona forl~ of 'al::r.orr..al' 
r,!!;;Oc-,.,,, ",,6 ", not~.cr • . both imFoce<i by a situation that in 
r: .:. '; <11 ':;'5 ot t~~ vi(.'~"i", · :; Olfn choosi ng ••• , 2 8 

" Tncre i,; ion ,lb5enc~ p t "hurr,;:ml y o; i qnifieant alternatives': 

Othl;' r t ha n P.e ltclne im's e .. :a,T.p l c. tlr.re are other examples ot 

not to lr,t roe\; ~rn babies .. nd the ir mothers. die(tls the Nazis wOUld 

havl';! ~} -- "riJtt.er th,lt ••• lo.·o,:o /:,.ust at least save the mothers . • • so. the 

Cer.:1ans · s suceeded in rt.aking murderers CJt even u s .. ••30 ,\t the c lose 

Of hi s a CtiCle L;"lngcr s ayca "Thl';! rca l ehaller.qe bc:-on " Us ill to 
~nv>.! .. :t a \·0C'.lou!a-.;-1 o~ an;,ihi l .l t10n a"., r opri at.e LO the deathcamp 
~Y.r: ': ;'i"nccl i:'l it:; <l.~:;~·ncn ..... e s~OI.:ld a t lCol:>t :I.e prepared to 
rc " ,, ~in~ tho tcrt:lin ollY,lY of trilnsccndconce--"ci!'jnitt.' 'choice~' 
'su :' ~e ring ' "nti 'spid t '--so that it confonns more close ly to 
the -.;a", 0 : l:.eill~ in places lik" AUSChwitz, .... here the 
.s:ituol tion t!";ol t consulf.c d so Iilolny 1II111io:'l s imposed i mpo;:;sibl e 
dccisio,,~, on '/ictims not Crr'e to cmbrwCo;, the luxury ot th~ 
hl:'roic li~~, ) 1 

I a,~ r,ot burn tholt '''e need to invent a nev vocabulary--l tt:inX 

.... '" have to investigate those whose vocaobulacy. "who"e concept6, and 

~ore i~portant ly. whOse lives and deaths were u6ually di tterent 

'" 
from those suggested by tho "heroics" of a Bcttol hoil:l or the 

analysis of a Frankl(who tal ks abollt "deci,;1on15 to ,;urvi\·c'·) 

Tho kinds of choices tha t "'ere a); od o f the prh:one~>l ~·h ich 

L<lnger calls "choiceleas choice!!" are simiL'Jr in kind--th ::>ugh iJrq 

not in degrec(at least not usually) .... ith "'hwt .... omen arc tamllll r. 

I t ie c ee ply rela.ted to the lives of women. or to the li"es thllt 

women know about, aond not to tl,e lives o f mont ~Qn. Thus vc.:::en 

understand "choiccless choices" und r.1en's lives having b-:! en I::o.e ill 

the world of the public sphcrc --not in the do~estic onC--:::dY find 

the,;"! ,a1 tll~,tions e\!,cn. more f'ttoc:1:I,i, ng_ .t.h<!1'!_l thc ,,"emer. do . ;,1'0 h .. ,o; 
or abor.tl"ng c hi Id ren (reSdrdles:; of c 1 rcu"'!; ~ .. nc," ... ' rape , ,,;>~c . ) .o[ 

rnspons lbi:lity· fo r. i)cllring/\ recoin !=! h(!r !':II:'. :i~y no nat:.cr ,,·r.c.e 

ihe food coII\(!s (ro:n(e, g , prostitution. marrying fcr mone)' etc ), 

decid~ about .... hat child viII hllve st-oes, c lot hes, or e~~~"f~ 6~ , 

The men are usually par t. ot a cultute different fro:D the I>ortrc n-.' 

this is cortidnl y true in Je .... ;sh history as '.cll, 

While it. is not true t hat Jewish (or nO;1J€w~ s h)I>o;:".en · .. ere 

contronted(prior to the Holocaust)to the same degrce wi"th the 

terror of "choiceless choices" about ne .... born c~i ld ren ~or instance. 
i'lbandonr.,,~nt 

The issue Of abortion. forced abortion, or , at ol bat:y 
. f~l .,ut. .. ~, 

because at . imposs ible material cOllditicn!> Ais not a '!.£L0:te for 

.... o me n. for this rea s on 

" and stories/different, 

events. 

the .... ay 
pcrhapS./'lo,01en rclo1!tc to th<:!U experiences 

and so too their actions during th~se 

That is to s .. y(to r"peat) th'lt there sUe;:)s to be s~·;:".e c\' !::!er:ce 

that the bonding of wernen 'lias dif !'erent from men-- tM~ I>I)IT,£':I .... ere 

able, beCAus e o t ?ur different material conditions an~ social 

r elation s throughou~ life . to creata or re-crc.!tte "f.!t lllili<1s" 

and so provide net .... o~s ot -survival.Surely va Cannot overloc~ 

\ 
. -.'-.~~ •. " --: , .. 

,", 
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thi:: in ,,1 ::l,nply ')0 on with thO! idC'll~ ilbout i solation . ~t ... cen 

;>riso:v:-r ... o r about the d<'!::>t r llction of values. It is not 1>0 clear 

ho· ... r..ucn ",=.en'" \'I\luc,!; wCcc d(:'st['Oycd. 

:",,-
l ,:culd like to cite other eXil/llple of t he wa y s in IIhieh 

c<:: r tain i !il>.J(!S il.r'~ obscured . In I ~r<'!n a nd Ra[.poport· s book TttE 

j-:=-:"OC~_~:;;T Mm 'I'"E CRISIS OF EU}!,\" BEH"VIOR. t hey talk ilh out 

individual :;urvi val and wonder what vould account for that other 

than luck a nd t~ determination to Survive. They say. 

:;ur.;.:ors tr..~ ::-_ s'-:lw~s \11':0 c noody thic qual1ty,(will to Ii!!!:::? have 
~cc tb' : .>01,:;' c' .... rt t.:<;cn Ilnil!:>l.., t o p rovide :nor~ t h.on sir.oplc dp.s­
cd,,:;.:,-,,!; '1:".;.;""::;i,,.ir.g t~.,'i L· rc~uf;ill t.o 9iv.~ up . .• o,.w c!tecpeion 
is ~r " r'Go !;"t·, ,,lrwi,.., ... tht: <" "!O(:~lti;J l requisite for ,:,urvi va~ 
"'.:.:; i,n ' ''utaroo:;,;:,u" ('''Jo ', a·" .. ·n se of sI11f -n-,,,pcct , inner dlgnity, 
ano r..t·.",ning . I!e "u':'">l(':;t..: that Ir. .... ny of the victims miC;ht h ;;ve 
!';unriv(:d if U:"l' had ~N\ ;;ble! to Bee beyond their everyday 
I:".;"te,.i"l c=>ne'lt"n" a nd "pprr,,:::i;;,le thei r ",itu"ti.on in tim£! l1ilher 
to !lN~ rn,,,". tr.e I>:.l.?i.'l or to or"".,i"7.(> t""(!uist<lnc ... . Once 

in t.he c:al:lps , hp. s ;;,ys, ;f,i1 ny 
di.:·~ ~ ·"<:;,u.~ (', lacl-:~Jj: ("~o ,Hltonc.":1Y , they la<:i<.:od the inner st r cny tb 
to ;::. ~· r'··~\'·~ r~ .. •. Fl-.;r;%i •• • ~·ith mud, man, CXj)tensivc e xpc rirmce 
ir, ~!:'! C<l: .. ;)" t;-.ar. :Octt.:!lhci:n ., .h i::; p.erccption was that lite and 
cw:th i_, tr .... c<:;:".;:os c.t:p<'nded on "helMer pee:;",n!; could . find 
a v·c p cor.'."i<:ti a:1 .. hout t h e) , ... .,aninS Of their lives •..• These! 
pn·,_,in'·nt f.>-;~.)olO<J i :::al F<..:rsp~r.:tives stand in obviollS counter-
j>il.rt t o :::o~,_; · ' .... idcly de"cri p ti1:::e mate-rial ~hc .... ing th;,t 
de,: .. c'Ol.-;-.... ilLr,'OfIt" :"0 po litical or r eligious value:;:; "ere an 

_i"'r.:~ r t>· :-.t <lie! to s\.:::",i'la1. ••• :ih<l.t ""~r9(!s .,.is the pic t ure 

I o~ a c <,.,crC-l('! pC':r;;>n.u strllqg::-e ag .. i nst t~e U.ltim..;t" reslllt 
. o~ d'.·~-:: ,,",.on«ll.>:"tl un , de:o:tructlnn ot the wlll to llV", .• tho:! 
' ·.: ~ l l 1;;0 Ii .. ,! in tt.", <:"'::\1''; Cif" bCst ~ gra,-,pcd a s 
I a c·.,!i<lnt , ;x-rh,1;'>:'.: transcer.ccn t <ll resistar.<:e against r educt ion 
LP~ tr..~ ,;elf to an object of sa<:riri<:", . )) 

,~ 

0 0 ve r eally need a tkD~y l ike t his? I doo't4know "hat it means. 

?-::!I"h a p ~ th .. t. it> flU'.' to c <:'scribe the men or some ot them. Delbo -g ives 

:!..:. I:".uch ",op·, th"n tho above , ..... nat survival meilns here! seems some 

&i::-.p1e acts o f I"e}iftionship. Cha rlotte was to give IIp- - she WdlltS ~o 

"surrender to ~c .. t h .H Vive slaps her back. See <:lings to Vi"a "ho 

keeps he r fro:n falling into the sn ow. He r choice is to listen to 

Viv .... ",",cads up , On )·ou r teet" "Are! you flfeling better" she a6ks, 

'/iva ..... J4 Another time s he says to he r rriend that she 

, , 
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cannot lak<..1 i l; lmy More. LulU chanqc<l tOOls with hcr(hvr r,at:lld"'r) 

because! Chel!"lot\:e!'>; is too h~avy for her, LulU asks her to ", .. t b(·hlnd 

You can havc a good <:ry, .• 1 cry. I did no t "ant to cry,_but 
t.he t cars s pill ov~r , run down my Checks ...• :;=.l?ti:-:-· '~ ~Ll ;.!:' u7 
t.urns around and wi th h",r sleeve , she gently "·iFC~ .... y fliC~: •.. 
Lulu t.u')s lit. lne ."Thllt ' s il ll rig ht no .... CO-T.e! ... ork. 71:l'rt, s!:(' 
i s ." \~ i th sO much k i ndness that I <1 M not ":;h.:.med Of t.ad. r. !:! 
cried. It is ilS though. I had cried on r."1)" mott.er's l:-e .. s t. 34 

Koeping h uman i ty in t ilCt has alw<lYS been dirCetent. {or "-en 

than ror women. Since it i6 the lives of men that are mirro:-ed in 

tradit.ional phil osophica l ethical the!ory, it is obvious ~. ~}" rr.e:. 

using that theory. thelt language. t hat th'" Ho locaust c ar. r.O'!. b..' 

spoken about.. I t is not that the unethical cannot be ,.;pOken al;o\:7, 

or is unspeakable . Et is that what is Unethical is consi de r ed 

wit.hin certain n.1rro ... conrines such that th~ (>m~tion ... . f eel ir,i;s , 

t he lives or wo,rp.n, Je!ws. Blacks . cannot be s~e~ <lbeut; ;;'.~"t 

is um.pcakable i n philosopl-.y is wh ... t th~ Holocaust. i s abou ::. bo.,<:a u.:.e 

the Holocaust puts t hat. unspeakable r.oiiterial b(>foce u~. I t as:(s 
.n' 

u s to speak to about situations. eVE:nts, reelings . e~ot iC>:".s. 

rati!l"fllity whi<:h hau not been conuide red . in t.he range or. · ... h .. t 

is Unethical, These are not the cons ideratic.ns or philosor.t.y excer;t. 

to discount or devalue, 

It \00'&. look at. ".J and to the lives of wOlllCn in theso:' Si'::Uil";io.,s. 

we may be able to d iscover Gome!thing ou r langua~e o r our qUe~tions 

blind us f'rOC1 sec inq beColl.lSC "e are not on ly ~ not L:s:?d ";C !c.o;': i;:;-

at these situations of .. or,<m , but more, "hat volDt'n s"y a c o:.ot their 

lives i s discounted as beir.g of &ignifica-ce t.o hElp us lU:~cr:;~ .. nd 

the events under question. If there i s trust. abOUt. "hat \oo·o;,.en ·r;J.;,·. 

there i s also judgment about t he lilllitations of t.he per"or.ill anal::r'sis. 

-the llituation called "choice less c holees" i s or.e of 

fa miliarity to \oIOlTlcn .\ 

-•• .••• ..< 

..... 

\ --
, , 

, 



- " 

• 

·it..u the .dtu.:nion in on~ ot! choicclctls choicos , and hence out of 

t he c<ln';lc o( moe .. l lan']uagc that 15 traditional. is the vary ait"...lation 

that ge t s u s into ~'omen ' s choices survival . vhich have belcn 

ot IIOr:ICn . 

It 115 not the Cil sc that t.he choices can nO'ol tiC! sccn 11.5 bott..u· 

or casi ~r. Cu t rather t hat. they can be secn in a dittorcnt way. 

~a~~ly that t he situation the Nazi& producod tor men and women 

'01115 il"! lO omo t;cn :.e il nev ve r sion of situations thilt wOlllon have 

.r.:"Y3 (cund t:wmselvQs (oucselves)in ilnd in ,order to' tind out wh)'(t." 

v:-.c t l:ocli t ;:Ii Vhl be thot wo."r.cn sirviv!'d bettIn, .... e must 100)( at. the 

"''''i' s in which '-'Ofncn d >!veloped survival s tra tegic& thtit apply in 
ou, 

v I,r/ing !lituation!l of oppression. :.IO/r,cn's culture(and not/blo1~:r) 

allo\l>l 1.1'1 t o ;).ct and rp.ilct in sit.uations Of :.trells dit'ferentl), t ":'Ian 

t. ne culture o ! •. l1m . It i s this fict of respon ses that I think are 

crucial to holp Us unde rstand the moral dilemma~nd choices that 

occu rr <;o d. 

Thi~ pcrr.pectivl! (114)' allow us to s L>eak not. ot' a now 

la~~ua;e as it it we re to be developed whole cloth tot both 

lZIer. U\~ "" Oi'IIen. Rather .. VO cOIn listen to it l a nQ'ulIge " }wee totoe. 

~" " 

. -~-, ..... ---

w,~ mu:,;t take t.ho li1n~uagc lind li~o I)xpcricncc s 

ot tho women it re pre.lic nt s , lind IIpcak ot' it to IIICn and " o.,'!!(," "likl). 

That is what ha s been unspeakable in ethics, lind thllt . i~ part Of 

what hlls been unsjloI.'lIk .. ble in thll litorature about tJ·.e !-lolocaus t. 

" ' I 
i 

Hy II\Qther 
.she wa.!! hand~ 
she was a face 
They Sl!t OUr mother. boloro u s n akod 

Here mothers are no 100.0" 00"'-" to " " .. ..- - t"ellO c!'iilorl'n. 

, 
\ 
, 
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Delbo 
z.:OHE OF US WILL Fi.£TL;i(l;' 
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