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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE NEW yORK ciry

Institute of Human Relations « 165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 - PLaza 1-4000 - Cable Wishcom, New York

March 12, 1971
Dear Friend:

We are pleased to invite you to the next meeting of our Interreligious
Affairs Commission which will be held on Wednesday, April 7th, from
3:00 to 5:30 PM, at the AJC building.

Our Commission will consider these urgent items:

. The Middle East crisis =-- the impact of Arab propaganda upon the
American Christian community, and implementing more effective
ways to interpret Israel to Christian groups. Lﬁj?uikw

Nwr3$“FM

g Lﬁp@ 2. Implementing a program of education and interpretation o the Q
» IS

plight of Soviet Jews to Christian groups. EHANU¢ AGVM,

(o
3. A proposal for Christian visitors program to Israel;%?%%%%;:;f‘

/“I"lh‘“ T ("“-(wd“’?ﬂ (ys.n—k.;.ll’é‘) iR
4., New developments regarding the 1970-1980 Oberammergau Passion

Play. Dot Mronr

5. Christian textbook revision project. {vau&4ql.bobﬂvﬁwif

6. International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations
(IJCIC) and its relationship with the World Coua;}l of Churches

and the Vatican. Nt‘ i

These are vital issues facing AJC and the Jewish Community and we hope

we can count on your advice and thinking. Please let us khow that you

will attend by returnin%\the enclosed card.
L

DyaY — Sincerely yours —
,"kame ?&a{tzu CLLE&&LL 4,ﬁﬂx¢;J&¢u

A}
Leonard Yaseen, Co- Chalrman Arthur N. Greenberg, COdﬁhalrman
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WAR CONTROL. PLANNIERS, INC.
Box 35, Choppaquo,NewYork. 10514, '

Radio Station WI N S 90 Park Ave., N.Y.C. 10016 May 10,1971
cc: News Desk WI NS

Re your broadcast about the Jewish philosophy of diversity within unity, and
the concept of a world order in which all nations can be free and independent . . . .

the vision of "flight™ was sketched 500 years ago by daVinci, but the vision
floated above reality until man's knowledge and experience around 1903 allowed
the Wright Brothers to build an operational system which corresponded with the
vision . . . . . and the vision of a world order in which all different peoples
can live on the planet in peace while all maintain their differences which has
floated above reality through all recorded history, can continue to float in
unreality for another thousand years, UNLESS MEN ATTEMPT TO BUILD EXPERIMENTAL
OPERATIONAL SYSTEMS WHICH CORRESPOND WITH THE VISION.

The above TV program may be of intense interest to all Jews in the New York
City Area . . . .as it will be of interest to all pecople in the Area, and in the
nation , and on the planet as the public discussion grows. : :

The death of all men who have given their lives in all past wars might be
redeemed by a massive American commitment at this time to the unprecedented
task of a teb year crash program to pioneer and test the prototype global
- institutions required to bring an end to war on the planet, and to redirect
the earth's energies and resources toward pro-human production and progress.

We place no restrictions on your use of the enclosed and the challenge is so

great that it may be higher than competitive attitudes toward other communications
media, We will be in Washington for two weeks. We are providing an audio-visual
briefing and discussion of LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEMS FOR PLANET EARTH § 4:00 to 6:00PM
Thursday May 13 at Hilton Hotel) for the First General Assembly of the WORLD FUTURE
SOCIETY in Washington.

HOWARD & HARRIET KURTZ

CONTRIBUTIONS DEDUCTIBLE FOR INCOME, GIFT OR ESTATE TAX PURPOSES
{ Phone 914—CE 8-3452



THE AMERICAN JEWISH CORMMITTEE

Paris Office: 30, Rue La Boetie, 75 Paris 8, France - Elysees 69-11, 83-63 - Cable: Wishcom, Paris - Zachariah Shuster, European Dirzayz:

.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION

August 5, 1971

Dear Marc:

Althcugh we have anot met as frequently as both of us de-
sired, I want to tell you that I enjoyed very much the few
conversations we had both in the office and in your home.

I am getting ready to leave for my vacation, and had no
chance to get downto work. I hope to write you at greater
length on the various matters we discussed after I come back,
at the beginning of September. Meanwhile, I hope you have a
chance to meet Father Morlion in New York and discuss with
him the project of the Colloquium.

o
Enclosed herewith is an article from Maariv reporting your
~testimeny before the Congressional Committee in "ashington.
With all best regards,
Sincerely,
//’) ) iui
‘Mféﬂﬁﬁif"

Enclosure . Zarhariah Shuster _

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum

American Jewish Conmittee
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New York, N.Y. 10022
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date Aug. 5, 1971
to Marc H. Tanenbaﬁm
from

subject

"Jim Rudin spoke to Sue Rubin
and she advised him that the
document is "in the docket
and will be appearing in The
Congressional Record today or
tomorrow. Representatives'
office said it was too late to
add anythlng.

Inc1dentally, we have about
900 copies of CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD re Leningrad Trial in
stockroom. -Adi wants to know
if you want to distribute them

to our key lists or CN and PN

which are our key national
names. Please advise what you
wish to do with them.

Hope the weather continues good
and that you have a very relax-
lng pleasant weekend.

P, S. Did you get the checks I
sent you earlier this week?

LAE D D LU T2 ol © LLI D LI
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-THE TEMPLE OF UNDERSTANDING, mc.
A Non-Profit, Tax-Exempt Educational Corporation orgerized 1o be
A CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE MAJOR WORLD RELIG!IONS
1346 Connecticut Avenug, N, \Va;inngton D.C, 20036, US.A.

August 20, 1971

Telephione:

Cable:
“Templun”

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs

The Americen Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Sitreet

New Yorx, N. Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

As you know, we have natara1ly been very much
1nterested in your greéav wWorlk as Wational Director of
Interreligious Affairs for the American Jewish Cormittee,
and we are grateful for having received your material
from time-to-time. We are believers in & ecumenism which
enters into every faith w1th understanding and a sense of
brotherhood.

One of the undertakings through which we hope to
foster an ecumenism is a series of conferences that bring
people of different religions together to take up and
discuss problems they share.

Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, Massachusetts,
“Qctober 11-13. The second will be at the Princeto @f$
Theological Seminary on Tuesday, October 19.~Tais is
to invite you to attend the conferences as an honored
guest. I hope you can do so. :

I am afraid I do not need to point out that the
first two.days of the Harvard Conference coincide with
the end of Sukkot. I can assure you there was no
intension’of overlooking such an important holiday, but
with ths travel schedules of our people coming from
abroad, and the availabiliiy of dates at the Harvard
Divinity School, we had to choose those days. I hope
this circumstance will not prevent you from being with us.

I am enclosing a brief preliminary announcement
of the conference. Ve feel its subject is of paramount
importence. A more formal invitation and & more detailed
schedule will be sent to you early next month.

I would like to close by oongratuléting you whole-
heartedly on the great work you are doing.

Slnce¢ely \
rft_\::. ! {L»\_, ,r—('fﬁ
FPD:arj 1nleyDP. Dunne, Jr.
Encl. Executive Director

The purpose of The Temple of Understanding is to [oster education, communication and underitanding amonz
the world religions. and to establish The Temple of Understanding us a cenzer and symbol of this undertabing.

202 659-7603
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This fall, we will have ©
two more of these conferences. The first will be at%fp%ﬁ;}
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MAISON ST FRANGOIS-XAVIER ' Yaoundé, le 23 Aodt 1971
8.p. 876 - YAOUNDE - 7eL. 3822 -

C.C.P. DOUALA 4444

—— - ——

; Rabbi TAMNMENBAUM

& The American Jewish Committee
Institute of Human Relations
165 East 56 Streest o
New-York - N.Y. 10022 '

Dear Rabbi TANNENBAUH,

flay I hope you have received my last letter,
Concerning the question of trangportatinn, we still need

somme 6.000 dollars. Ve also need confirmation 7rom American

YT ST A

participants.

Hoping to hear from you very soon, ]

sincerely yours,,. ~

VI g
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B.,P. 876

Yaounde--derusalen, July 1971,
Yaoundé - CANEROUN - '

CUNFERENLEbGH "AFRICA AMD THE BIBLE",

-

Dear... Mr. TAHNENBAUM

" VWe are pleésed to invite you to participate in a Conference
on "Africa and the 3ible", to be held in Jerusalem fron _
December 29—24, 1971. We hope that the Conference will pro-
vide participants not only with a first-hand experience of
the land from which tne Biblical message spread, but also
with an oppoftunity of itéiralevance for Africans (and

Black i‘eaople in general) today. _ g

The Organizing Committee hupe'that the Conference will be
an occasion of genuine discussion and exchange of views,

Formal papers and presentations will be kept to a minimum,
so as to allow maximum time and opporturnity for collective

thinking and exchange of idezs.,
We are looking forward to yoﬁr affirmative reply, after
rec2ipt of which we shall comnunicate with you again ze-

garding the technical arrangements of the Conference.

Yours sincerely

Dr. E.(IVENG Dr. R.J. Zwi YERDLOWSKY

frofessor at the Federal Deae of the Faculty of Arts
University, Yeounde - Hebrew University, Jzrusaia
Camerosn. ' len,

Chairman of the African Chairman of the Jerusalem
committee for the Congress. comnittee for the Congress.

/ -
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The African Committee
for the Congress on the
Bible and Black Africa

Yaoundé, B.P. 876

Further tc our letter of .... we write to ask whether you would

®apfrica and the Bible". Papers presented to the Conference should

Dear Rabbi TANNENBAUM

kindly consent to present a paper at the Jerusalem Conference on

serve as openings of general discussion, and we should be much
pleased and honoured if you would consent to open the discussion

of the subject

The presentation should not exced 30-40 minutes, so as to leave

ample time for discussion and exchange of opinions.
Please send your text to the committee no later than November 15th

Yours sincezrely,

]

E. MVENG. : . ReJ. ZVi WERBLOWSKY.,




HKabbi Leo Uu:p[z, Ph.D.
eongv.zgation Beth Sholom

NAPA, CALIFORNIA 94558

The Study

295 Montecito Blvd.

Napa, Ca. 94558

Phone 707 - 226-2791 - ’ August 24, 1971

£ = Dr, Marc Tenenbaum, Director
Interreligious Activities
American Yewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

] Dear Marc:

I have just returned from a Sabbatical during which I taught Modern
Jewish Theology at the University of Hamburg, the University of Olden-
burg, and conducted seminars at the Institutum Judaicum at Tuebingen
(Prof. Michel), and the University of Muenster (Prof. engstorf).
I hope that the negotiations with Lambert Schneider, Publishers will
result in the publication of the theology lectures in book form; it
looks promising. The Insitutun Judaicum also wishes to have a survey
written for its year book. I attended the Ecumenical leeting at Augs-
burg, and published a critique in EMUNA, which you may have seen. I had
an interesting interview with Hans Kueng, and a very lengthy discussion
with Pater Eckert. I preached in congregations and lectured in various

i Christian-Jewish Vereinigungen. If I can get back to Germany, I am already
fe-invited for next year to Oldenburg, Osnabrueck, Hannover, Hamburg,
Bremen. Pater Eckert would like me to come back, and would even arrange
conferences to suit my schedule. Arab pressures, the strange attitude of
Cardinal Doepfner, and - on the positive side - the great demand for
knowledge on Judaism, make it desirable that the work be done. I am pre-
pared to return during summer vacations as much as I can. I know it is
going to be strenuous, - but, being able to speak German - I would be
willing to serve as far as my time and duties here allow. If you see
merit in this suggestion, and feel that the AJC can support this project
— the German organizations cannot afford it - please let me know, and I
shall try my utmost to make arrangements. o

A second issue: Following my initiative, Professor Margull, Department
of Theology, University of Hamburg ( Sedanstrasse 19 ) agreed with enthu-
siasm that — following my 6 hour Christian - Jewish dialogue — a Christian-,
Jewish-Islamic dialogue be arranged. He prepared an agenda, but the dialoguf
never materialized, the islamic representative claiming that he was in i
Holy War with the Jews. But Dr. Margull tokk the issue to the Vorld Coun-
cil of Churches at Geneva. He reported, that a committee may be formed !
in 1972 to investigate if a meeting of 10 representatives each may meet '
in Cairo in 1973. It was believed that obstacles might be overcome. The 10
Jews would have to come from the USA, (USA passports). Your name was men- :
tioned at the meeting, - but there was an opinion that in this issue and i
in all issues great care be taken that the discussion might not appear to

be ' political', - naturally, only the Jews have to be careful! I thought
you might be interested, as it may call for adjustment in technique. But f
your name would not have come up were you not so extremely effective. I
! - (Cairo would, of course be a bad place anyway; it should be a neutral one.)
Please let me fnow yoyr reactions. Barmest regards, Cordially,‘%brf i

= i s ———— p———
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{.Merih.and Scath America ISynagogue Council of America

£

o : date: August 24, 1971
from: Arthur R. Davies, Chairman : -
Ernest A. Villas, Chairman

' to: Mass Media Program Committee _ . -H joint meetings

Community Program Committee

A number of you have expressed the opinion that it would be'helpfﬁl if RIAL's

two program committees were to work together more closely, particularly as we
begin planning for a new program year. For that reason, we are scheduling our
first two meetings this fall as joint sessions. Would you please enter the
following dates and times in your calendars.

L Nednesday, September 1 - 3:00 P M. in the confer'ence room of The Advertis-

ing Council, 825 Third Avenue at S0th Street (25th floor). The purpose
of this ueeting is to plan the agenda for the subsequent meeting.

Tuesday, October 20 - 9:30 A.ll. to 12:00 Noon at The Advertising Club,
23 Park Avenue. This meeting will open with a press conference at which
we will review the new campaign to begin in November. It will be fol-
lowed by a panel discussion relating to some of the major concerns to
which you feel RIAL should be directing its advertlslng and local acti-
vities.

It has also been suggested that our program committees meet on November 1 with
representatives of RIAL's Board of Directors to seek further direction from the
Board before the committees begin their work for the year. If this seems advis-

‘able to the Executive Committee, you will be notified of the time and place.
. Heanwhile, we look forward to having those of you who are available on this

short notice to meet on September 1 and to help plan the major meeting scheduled
for October: 20.

The Rev-David YW Gockiey
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Methodist Council Leader = 1
Assails Anti-Semitism ' .
As Un-Christian

DENVER (JTA) — The president of the’
World Methodist Council asserted that “antl-,
Semitism and violence have no Place in the'
- Christlan program.” Dr. Charles C. Parlin, head;
 of the Council since last August, reminded the
3,000 delegates to the Council's conventon that

" “thé Church had lts ginnings among a sub-i
-jected' people (the Jews) living under an army
‘of occupation (the Romans).” Condemning the|
actions of 'Methodist youths who have digx_‘upt-r
"'ed services, Dr. Parlin charged that their so-}
* called “Christian motlvation” has “caused pays.|
. “leal violence.” As heag of the -World “Metnodist
" Couneil, Tepresenting nearly 49 million. Method-
: ts in 87 countries, Dr. Pailin Is the leading
“Uspolesmian {07 .4hat ;rellgion.q )., . Vala |
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PLACE

_ banwer, Colo.

New York, N. Y. |

Rome, Italy

( botatme )
Boston, Mass.

Waltham, Mass.

To Be Datermined

T CHIChGe, Lt ;

@“74'/”'" ‘ﬂw 5’/7{-——)

DATE
Aug 16-18

Oct 19-20

Oct 24-27

Oct., 29-31

Nov 16~18 .

. Nov 29=~
Dec lst

'PROGRAM

INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT
SPONSORS

World Methodist Conf.

éreek Orthodox

Greek Orthodox-Jewish
| Church/AJC

Seminar

IJCIC Consultation on
Jewish-Catholic Relations

AJC Natiocnal Executive Comm.

Meeting--~Interreligious

Affairs Commission Meeting

Lutheran-~Jewish Seminar on Lutheran Council
"Religion & State in the of America/AJC
Lutheran & Jewish ¥Fraditions"

United Presbyterian-Jewish Council on Ecu-
Consultation on Middle East menical Mission
: ‘ & Relations/
United Presby-
terian Church/
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" INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH POLICY PLANNING & RESEARCH
=0f'the SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA
432 Park Avenue South, New York, N. Y. 10016

October 15, 1971

DUAL SOVIET POLICY ON JEWS?

There are indications that following the 24th Soviet Communist Party Congress
in March of 1971, the Kremlin decided to permit, on the one hand, some Jewish
emigration to Israel - its measure no doubt to be determined by Jewish protests
inside the USSR and supportive Jewish pressure abroad, and its dimensions to
be_extended when-Soviet-=Israel .relations_thaw out =-_.and, on. the .other hand,-to. . =
forcibly obliterate the ethnic identity of the Jews who remain in the Soviet
Union. The persecution of Zionists is due no less perhaps to domestic reasons
than to the Mideast conflict, to the fact that they have organized study
circles for Jewish history and the Hebrew language, have raised the ethnic
consciousness of Soviet Jews, and pointed the way for all aggrieved SOV1et
nationalities in enllstlng public oplnlon abroad.

The above deductions are based on reports by Israelis who recently visited the
USSR, public utterances by Soviet officials and articles in Soviet publications.

ISRAELIS REPORT

Two Israeli groups have recently returned from brief visits €o the USSR - a
group of six, invited by the Soviet Peace Committee, and an Israeli delegation
to an International Congress of Surgeons., The Israeli surgeons, conversely,
moved about freely. The first group admits that its tour was controlled.

The six included Ruth Lubich, one of the few Jewish members of Rakah, the Israel
Arab Communist Party*; Yaakov Riftin and Moshe Adelberg, known apologists for
Soviet policy (Riftin had defended the Prague Trials in the 1950's); and three
independents - Yaakov Rosenthal, a retired parliamentary correspondent of Ha'aretz
and an observant Jew; Dan Miron, a professor of literature and Nathan Yellin-Mor,
—— a—journalist and former--leader-of -the-Stern-Group,-who maintains-cleose-contacts — .
with the Eurocpean New Left.

Tass and Novosti, the Soviet news agencies, reported that in Moscow the six.
had attacked Israel foreign policy and declared that there was no "Jewish
problem" in the USSR. Speaking for the group on their return to Israel,
Professor Dan Miron charged that they had been misquoted, '
- collectively. They had indeed found that many Jews want to emigrate, even as
many wish to assimilate. In their Moscow interview they reiterated their dissent
from Israel government policy, but they had also defended the government's motives.

*See Analysis #18, page 3.




Some Israeli commentators were dissatisfied with Professor Miron's explanation,
and suggested that the denials should have been publicly addressed to Tass and
Novosti. However, there was little substantive difference between Professor
Miron and the Israeli surgeons in their respective assessment of the condition
of Soviet Jewry. Professor Miron (Maariv, September 15) said that he was
startled by the fact that at Leningrad University, where graduate courses in
Arabic and Hebrew are taught jointly, he found Ukrainians, Estonians and
Armenians, but only one Jewess among the students. The dean contended that
Jewish intellectuals preferred the exact sciences to the humanities, and
Jewish students of the humanities preferred Russian studies. Miron was told
that Jews wanted no Yiddish instruction and that no one was penalized for
studying Hebrew privately. Soviet Jews he met casually told him that this

was only technically correct; no one was put on trial specifically for study-

ing Hebrew, but all who did so, "found themselves charged with other "offéenses".

All his proposals for cultural cooperation were rejected out of hand by his
Soviet hosts on the ground that nothing can be undertaken before a Middle East
settlement is achieved., Galina Nikitina, an author of books on Israel that
have been denounced by experts abroad as mixtures of fact, myth and fiction,
accompanied the six throughout their tour. The group met no government or
party leaders,and its contacts were confined to members of local branches of
the Soviet Peace Committee. Its members conceded that their Jewish contacts
were almost exclusively with Jews handpicked by their hosts.

Professor David Ehrlich, of the Isrxaeli medical delegation, reported (Maariv,
September 16) that although its members moved about freely, all meetings with
Soviet Jews in their homes were arranged surreptitiously. In a crowd, an Israeli

would find that a note had been pressed in his hand which carried a telephone
number and suggested that he destroy the note so that the writer mlght not be
identified by his handwriting.

' Professor Ehrlich visited a family whose child had been thrown out of a ten=-
story window by an anti-Semitic neighbor after an altercation with its mother.
She had been alone at the time. The police shrugged off her account and did

‘ not interrogate the neighbor.

Ehrlich reported that Soviet Jews believed that their emigration might be
facilitated if they were granted in advance not only Israeli citizenship, but
membership in Israeli professional societies,

Professor Svardio (Maariv, September 19) said that he had met a surgeon and

a chemist, who had been dismissed from their jobs after applying for emigration
permits, The surgeon found temporary qnployment as a letter carrier. At a
Moscow hospital, specializing in open heart surgery, seven of the twenty=-£four
doctors were Jews, and apparently only aone of them agreed to meet with the
Israeli visitors when they were shown around the hospital. That one confined
his conversation to open heart surgery. Professor Joseph Burman (Maariv,
September 10) reported that the Jewish intelligentsia was very well-informed
on conditions in Israel, However, Jews too poor to possess a short-wave radio
were pathetically misinformed and believed Soviet propaganda. Some inguired,
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for example, why Israel had "driven 350,000 Arab residents out.of the 01d
City of Jerusalem". ‘

ANTI-SEMITISM

Anti-Semitism has been indigenous in Eastern Europe for many centuries. Since
the end of World War II, it has had the semi-official sanction of the central
Soviet authorities, and has been systematically fanned by the Soviet mass media.

The Kremlin practice is to resort to euphemisms. Stalin, when he wished to
speak >f Jews, referred to "stateless intellectuals, ruthless cosmopolitans,
Talmudist sophists;" Khrushchev and his successors have preferred the euphemism
"Zionist". From time to time, Scviet public figures abandon the euphemism for
grosser--language, as for example UN delegate Yakov Malik's attack on the "chosen
people concept" in his exchange with Israeli Ambassador Tekoah at the UN Security
Council session on September 25, Analogous statements by General DeGaulle
evoked world-wide indignation. The term "chosen people®" from Malik cannot be
discounted as an emotional outburst, unconscious anti-Semitism. The term is in
wide deliberate use in the Soviet press and on the Soviet radio., Even more out-
rageous and unprecedented in its blatant anti-Semitism, was a broadcast last

May 24 on the Minsk .(Belorussia) radio. It beamed world-wide the myth that
Rasputin, the dissolute priest who influenced the household of the last of the
czars, had been a puppet of the Jews, and "performed in accordance with a
program worked out by Zionists". The broadcast said that Dr. Henry Kissinger

is Washington's Rasputin, "uses" Nixon, in Zionist interest, in the same way in
which Rasputin had used the czars.

In 1948 the Soviets voted for the establishment of Israel and extended
immediate recoaqnition to the new state. At the same time, Stalin also set

about ligquidating Jewish culture and, with genocidal intent, Jewish intellectuals.

In the opinion of emigrants from the USSR who have settled in Israel, a some-
what analogous situation seems to be developing now, The government will both
permit emigration of "incorrigible" Jews and force,inside the USSR, Soviet Jews
to assimilate. However, the purpose of this assimilation is to purge Soviet
society of Jewish intellectual restiveness, rather than to integrate the Jews .
This can best be achieved by proletarianizing them (Professor Arieh Tartakover
sociologist, Davar, September 12). The results of this policy are already
apparent. The outspoken Zionists and the majority of those applying for
emigration are professionals, men and women with academic training. Assimilation
occurs among the socially and economically less privileged groups, among sales
clerks, farmers and factory workers.

There was speculation on the eve of the 24th Communist Party Congress that the
Kremlin might revive the idea of a "Jewish statehood" in Birobidjan as a

counterpoise to Zionism and a pretext for thinning out the large centers of
Jewish population in the European regions of the USSR*. That this idea has

*See Analysis #9



evidently been rejected is apparent from two articles in the New York Times
(September 7, 8) by Victor Louis, that curious Soviet sybarite who reputedly
doubles as journalist and the Kremlin's agent to the West, His comments on
Israel were generally favorable, his comments on Jews who still think of
Birobidjan as a “"Jewish homeland" were sarcastic. There is yet another
reason why the Soviet Union might permit increased Jewish immigration to
Israel. The founders of Israel had been conditioned by Russian culture,

Its traces are fading for generational reasons as sabras and immigrants

from the Western democracies succeed to leadership., Of foreign cultures

in Israel, the American is most dominant., Soviet policy toward Jews  in

Israel has been an important auxiliary factor in reducing interest in

Russian culture. That Moscow is hopeful that emigration from Russia might
somewhat alter this condition, is indicated in Victor Louis' article in

the New York Times (September -8) . -Conversely, the link between the Soviet - -
olim in Israel and their relatives in Russia will nurture ethnic consciousness
among Soviet Jews and, for the first time since the Communist Revolution,
establish contact between Soviet and Western Jewry.

NATIONALITIES' POLICY

The 24th Congress apparently had taken a firm decision on an issue that has

been debated among the Soviet nationalities since the demise of Stalin. A
minority advocated that ethnicism be encouraged to facilitate the evolution

of the USSR as a pluralistic society. The majority, quoting Lenin and other
such sacred sources, call pluralism divisive, insisted that the time was right
for dismantling the "ethnic walls,"™ and for an overriding Soviet nationality and
the "Soviet man". This means, of course, Russian cultural dominance.

The dual policy permitting some emigration to Israel and suppressing Jewish
ethnicism in the USSR is related not to the Middle East conflict, but to the
Soviet Nationalities' policy. '

The Jews have been cited by Soviet foes of pluralism as proof of the automatic
witheéring away of "ethnic distinctions" in a socialist society. The continued
visibility of the Jew conflicts with this theory. Furthermore, the Zionist
struggle against assimilation has set a pattern instructive to other Soviet
nationalities. . ‘

Turkmenian intellectuals have long resisted Soviet policy to de-ethnicize their
republic by the infusion of Russians and other ethnics and by the imposition

of Russian culture. Soviet Moslems had used the Arabic alphabet which, in the
1920's, was forcibly replaced by the Latin, and subsequently by Cryllic.
Turkmenians are Moslems, ethnically close to the Iranians. Their resistence had
almost no resonance beyond the Soviet frontiers. Receéntly, a Turkmenian poetess,
Annasoltan Kekilova, was sent to a mental hospital after she had submitted a
56-page document to the Communist Party's Central Committee setting forth her
people's grievances.. This time her case hit the front pages abroad (New York
Times, September 28). The recent protests of Lithuanian Catholics have also
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received more than customary attention abroad. Soviet Jews had been the first

to achieve world attention. The Jews, without forethought, pointed the way to
others. This is good enough reason for the Kremlin to dispose of the "incorrigibles"
via emigration while continuing to suppress the ethnic identity of Jews remaining

in the USSR. Professor Tartakover charges that the recent census figures showing

a drastic decrease in Jewish population had been doctored. This method, he points
out, is not unique to the Communist regimes,., It was practiced in East Europe long
before Communism, and most notoriously by Romania and Poland between the two world
wars, and was designed to provide proof that Jews and other minorities received
better than their share of education and economic opportunities,

These suppositions notwithstanding, the dimensions of Soviet Jewish emigration
to Israel will be determined by the intensity of Soviet Jewish demands and
supportive Jewish action abroad. - Similar interaction could also cause the - -

Soviets to reconsider their domestic policy on Jewish culture and the place
of the non-emigrating Jew in Soviet society.

Judd L. Teller

The Constituent Agencies of

the Synagogue Council are: Central Conference of American Rabbis
Rabbinical Assembly
Rabbinical Council of America

Union of American Hebrew Congregations

Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations
of America

United Synagogue
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Production costs compel us to charge an annual subscription rate of $6 per year
for Analysis as of November 15. If you wish to receive Analysis after November
15, please detach the coupon below and mail it in the return envelope.

Other publications of the Institute are Background, in-depth papers on Jewish
problems to be published periodically as circumstances warrant, and Studles,
a series on the avallable options in the framing of Jewish policy.

BACKGROUND

— o — — — — — — — —

THE STATUS OF JERUSALEM by Rabbi Henry Siegman (in print)

FRENCH POLICIES IN THE ARAB-ISRAEL CONFLICT by Professor Marver Bernstein,
Princeton University (in print)

US POLICY, ISRAEL"S SECURiTY, AND MIDDLE EAST PEACE by Professor Nadav Safran,
Harvard University (to be released late November)

Background is available gratis to subscribers to Analysis.

——— e — — —

THE JEWISH RELIGION IN THE USSR by Professor Zvi Gitelman, University of
Michigan - Price: $1 - The first of a series of monographs on Soviet Jewry

PUBLIC AID TO NON-PUBLIC EDUCATION = A symposium - Price: $2

Contributors: Professor William Brickman, Dr. Robert Gordis, Professor Ben
Halpern, Dr. Seymour Lachman, Dr. Morton Siegel, Rabbi Jack
Spiro, Dr. Judd Teller (to be released December)

ISRAEL-AMERICAN RELATIONS AND THEIR IMPACT ON AMERICAN JEWRY - A LOOK INTO
THE FUTURE by Professor Nadav Safran, Harvard University (to be released
January, 1972)

Special rates for bulk orders of Analysis and other Institute publications.

(detach and mail)

Please enroll me as a subscriber to Analysis at $6 a year. In addition, this will
entitle me to Background.

NAME (Please Print)

ADDRESS CITY STATE

Check enclosed: ZIP

A

Please make check payable to: Synagogue Council of America.





