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memo
February 11, 1976
Q/LW A
TO: Membership
FROM: Albert D. Chernin, Executive Vice Chairman
RE: Changing Interreligious Relationships

”his memorandum constitutes the final report of proceedings of
the January 18 1976 -meeting of- the.NJCRAC Executive-Committée. At
that meeting, Milton I. Goldstein, chairman of the Commission on Church-
State and Interreligious Relationships, reviewed recent discussions in
that Commission, conducted in pursuance of the ongoing process of re-
assessing developments in order to adopt programs as required to meet

needs. Following Mr. Goldstein's presentation, Rabbis Balfour
Brickner (of UAHC) and James Rudin (of AJCammittee) made further ob-
servations; and there was general discussion in the course of which
community representatives present reported on relevant recent develop-
ments in their respective communities.

The discussion was carried forward the following qsy at the
next meeting of the Cormission on Church-State and Interreligious
Relationships.

What follows is a composite summary of that sequence of reports
and discussions.

CHANGING INTERRELIGIOUS RELATIONSHIPS

General Assessment

Relationships between Christians and Jews have 1mproved signi-
ficantly in recent months. This improvement is especially ‘notable in
relationships between Catholics and Jews; and more so on the local level
than at the level of national and international denominational bodies.

Frictions and tensions persist, however; the most .troubling of
them arising from Catholic displeasure about Jewish opposition to
parochiaid and the persistent pro-Arab bias of many national Protestant
denominational bodies. '
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Some Specific Developments and Their Evaluations

The almost universal condemnation of the anti-Zionist UN reso-
lution by both Catholic and Protestant spokesmen at national as well

June 27-30, 1976 ° Gol! House ° Louisville, Ky.
B e




as local levels has had important positi%e effects on Jewish-Christian
relationships, generally.

Catholic-Jewish relations have been affected positively by the
recently promulgated Vatican guidelines, by expressions of strong sup-
port for Soviet Jewry especially by Catholic clergy, by an increase
in the number and frequency of Catholic theological writings presenting
Judaism and the Jewish people in a favorable light, by numerous sympa-
thetic commentaries on the significance for Christians of the Holocaust,
by a tremendous improvement in the quality of reference to Jews and
Judaism in parochial school textbooks and by a marked temperateness
in the Catholic responses to Jews on the highly charged emotional
issue of abortion.

Positive indicators of improved Protestant-Jewish relationships
are found in recent Protestant theological writings favorable to Judaism
and to the Jewish people, in seminars and conferences leading toward a
reappraisal of Judaism as the "mother lode" of Christianity, and in
indications that the National Council of Churches of Christ in America --
in which a powerfully entrenched pro-Arab element has hitherto been
ascendant -- may be preparing for a public declaration of support for
secure and recognized borders of an independent State of Israel.

Statements concerning the Middle East adopted by the World Council
of Churches meeting in Nairobi were not hostile toward Israel -- due in
congiderable part to the effective cultivation of relationships with
the World Council leadership by American Jewish interreligious organiza-
tions. Those relationships are largely to be credited with having pro-
duced a sharp denunciation of the UN anti-Zionist vote by the General
Secretary of the World Council two weeks prior to the convening of the
Nairobi meeting. His action effectively forestalled any countervailing
action by the meeting, itself. Four anti-Israeli eamendments to a bland
Middle East resolution were, in fact, defeated. The World Council includes
representation from 281 Protestant and Eastern Orthodox churches in 90
nations -~ mostly Third World and Soviet bloc -- and claims to represent
200 million people. These statisties emphasize the significance of the
fact that the 1975 Conference (it meets every seven years) for the first
time openly criticized Soviet religious repression.

Some Caveats

Excessively favorable assessments of some of the foregoing
developments must be guarded against. While Christians widely denounced
the anti-Zionist resolution as anti-Semitic, few offered any defense of
Zionism. This is attributable in many cases to ignorance or confusion
about the meaning of Zionism; but in some others it may reflect deliberate
policy.

Notwithstanding the prospect that a statement favorable to Israel
may emanage from the National Council of Churches, the influence of
Third World elements in that body and in the World Council of Churches
remains formidable. Concern for the Palestinians among Christians runs
strong, impeding unreserved support for Israel.
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No strong anti-Jewish hostility is discernible in the World
Council of Churches but rather simple indifference to Jews and Jewish
interests and concerns. Indeed, at Nairooi the World Council evinced
a general mood of turning awey from all controversial issues -- including
Angola and Lebanon, both of direct significance to the Third World --
and concentrating on evangelistic themes and organizational problems.

Many questions about the meaning of Zionism are being asked by
Christians, including friendly Christians whose good will toward Israel
is balanced by their profound concern for the Palestinian Arabs, and who
see the rights of Jews and Palestinians in conflict. One such question
that is especially provocatlve has to do with the "geographical limits"
of Zionism.,

Some Differing Perceptions and Priorities

Clearly, and understandably, Christian and Jewish assessments
of the urgency of various problems stem from differing perceptions
and preoccupations and often diverge sharply. Many Christians, out
of a tradition of pacifism, view military aid to any recipient as
questionable. Campaigns to alleviate hunger and starvation in the
undeveloped world appear to many of them worthy of higher priority
than they generally are accorded by Jewish organizations.

On the other hand, Jews find the virtual absence of world-wide
Christian response to the Moslem attack on Christians in Lebanon
incomprehensible; failing to understand that the sense of unity that

pervades the Jewish people has no counterpart among Christians.
Christians deplore bloodshed, in Lebanon or elsewhere, but do not
have the same identification with fellow Christians that Jews have with

fellow Jews.

The Issue of Parochiaid

Cardinal Krol of Philadelphia at a recent meeting of the National
Council of Bishops in Washington, launched a bitter public attack on the
Jewish community for its opposition to parochiaid. While the Cardinal's
. outburst may have been prompted by personal feelings of anti-Jewish
hostility, which he has long been believed to harbor, some think it
may have been the opening tactic in a wider and deliberate Catholic

campaign.

Antedating the attack was a letter by the former president of the
school board of the Philadelphia Archdiocese, published in the Diocesan
newspaper, refusing to attend a meeting called by the National Conference
of Christians and Jews to discuss the increased costs of Catholic educa-
tion. That letter included a scathing denunciation of the Jewish commu-
nity's opposition to parochiaid. It was widely reprinted in the general
Philadelphia press.

The population of Philadelphia proper includes approximately 3/4
million Catholics, an equal number of blacks of whom about 5% are Catholic,
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200,000 white Protestants, and 200,000 Jews. In the wake of the Krol
attack, Catholic hostility toward Jews was evident in letters to editors
of general newspapers; only the sensitivity of newspaper editors to the
explosive potentiality of the issue resulted in its being treated in the
letters-to-the-editor column with some semblance of evenhandedness.

Fortunately, there is a long-established relationship between the
organized Jewish community of Philadelphia and the diocesan hierarchy,
through which it has been possible to conduct a dialogue on the contro-
versy, though not without considerable animus. Catholic spokesmen urged
Jewish sensitivity to the needs of Catholics for their relgious schools;
the Jewish participants responded that Jews deem aid to non-public schools
as a threat to religious voluntarism as well as to the public school
system, which they regard as indispensable. A Jewish proposal that the
discussion be broadened to include other issues on which there was agree-
ment and on which cooperation, or greater cooperation, could be achieved
finally prevailed, however; and it is anticipated that the dialogue will
continue on a broader and, it is to be hoped, more fruitful course.

Many Catholic newspapers disregarded the Krol incident. The
Conference of Bishops listened to Cardinal Krol's harsh words in silence.
In cities other than Philadelphia, the salience of the parochiaid issue
varies widely. Most commmities, including those as close to Philadelphia
as Wilmington and Washington, report no apparent spillover of the Phila-
delphia confliect. In Wilmington, plans for initiation of a Catholic-Jewish
dialogue are progressing favorably. Catholics in Washington are reported
in an ecumenical mood, unimpaired by the Krol incident. On the other hand,
in Cincinnati, the parochiaid issue is being increasingly pressed in the
Catholic-Jewish dialogue by the Archbishop, who is President of the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops; and, in Milwaukee, Catholic resentment over
the organized Jewish community's opposition to parochiaid has led Catholics
to seek for allies among the local rabbinate, by-passing the established
lines of interreligious communication.

The "Quid-Pro -Quo" and the "One-Way Street"

The Jewish community will not bargain away any of its principled
positions in exchange for Christian support for Israel or Soviet Jewry.
It will offer no "guid pro quo" for such Christian action. At the same
time, it is the opinion of some interreligious relations experts in
national Jewish agencies that Jewish calls for massive aid to Israel,
unaccompanied by any show of sensitivity to the needs of Catholic families
hard pressed to educate their children, requires some reexamination. Others,
however, deem the issue a spurious one. Parochiaid has been declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, they point out; especially in
the present economic situation, the prospect for enactment of aid to
religious schools, even in the absence of Jewish opposition, is remote.
Moreover, they call attention to division on the issue within the Catholic
community, noting that the Jewish community has made no effort to exploit
this circumstance.

There is, however, a considerable and growing feeling among Jewish
community relations practitioners that Jews have regarded the Catholic-
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Jewish dialogue too much as a "one-way street,"” demanding that Catholies
learn more about Judaism and Jewish concerns, while showing little or no
reciprocal disposition to inform themselves about Catholicism and the
causes that are precious to Catholics. Some see this as an impediment

to effective Catholic-Jewish relationships; others see it rather as a
challenge and an opportunity. In some communities -- as examples,
Baltimore, Hartford and San Diego -- ongoing Catholic-Jewish dialogues,
Jewish involvement in a variety of issues together with Christian counter-
part groups, and a readiness to discuss any issues that might be raised by
édny of the participants, have helped to keep the dialogue viable.

Catholics may insist that the dialogue include domestic issues
such as parochiaid; Protestants may insist that it embrace the plight
of the Palestinians. There is growing recognition among Jews that the
dialogue will have to deal with them a2ll if it is to deal also with
problems of Israel and Soviet Jewry.

What Posture for the Jewish Community?

For most Jews, Israel is still the "litmus paper test" of Christian
response to Jewish concerns -- some Jews believe properly and necessarily
so, others think too much so. The cultivation of Jewish-Christian rela-
tionships, so necessary to the fostering of Christian understanding of
and sympathy for Israel and the identification of Jews everywhere with
the Jewish State, must rest, in any event, on a broader base of participa-
tion in dialogue. For the creation or re-creation of such a base, the
Jewish community must reverse its present trend of withdrawal from social
issues and urban problems. The insistence of Christians on making the
dialogue a "two-way street" provides a basis for the formation of new
kinds of coalitions to deal with problems common to all groups in the
community. Such coaliticns can be formed at regional, local and neighbor-
hood levels. '

Theological dialogue, condemned or rejected by some Jews, is
deemed desirable by others, who contend that it leads to mutual under-
standing, making Jews better Jews -- that is, better informed about
Judaism and the history of the Jewish people -- at the same time that
it helps Christians understand the motivations and aspirations of Jews.
Those who hold this view cite the demand by both Christians and Jews for
the voluminous materials recently produced on Zionism, in response to
the current interest in that subject aroused by the UN resolution and
ensuing developments, as evidence that they are right.

Social action is no more popular among Catholiecs and Protestants
than among Jews, and no easier for them. Indeed Christians sometimes
express envy of Jews because of the absence from Jewlish tradition of
sharp distinctions between the secular and the religious or between the
universalist and the particular. In a true dialogue situation, in the
context of a genuinely shared interfaith concern about social issues,
Jews can press for attention to their problem of finding effective ways
of living in a non-Jewish setting while cooperating with Christians in
dealing with the problems of blacks and other minorities; and can find _
many opportunities for relating and explaining their commitments to social
action by reference to the basic teachings of Jewish law and tradition.
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SPECTAL DELIVERY

January 14, 1976

Dr. Joel Woldman

Foreign Affairs Division
Congressional Research Service
Library of Congress
Washington, D.C. 20540

Dear Dr. Woldman,

In response to your request for background relating to my presentation
before the U. S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee, I am enclosing
several documents. My testimony will be based on several of the con-
cerns which are addressed in these documents.

In summary, these are the major issues that I plan to deal with:

1) The problems of nuclear arms proliferation, the rise of violence
and terrorism, and the need to build an effective public conciousness
that will support more effective international safeguards against the
possibilities of nuclear terrorism;

2) The violation of human rights in so many parts of the world and
the need for strengthening both national and international machinery
to cope with these assaults on the dignity of the human personality;

3) A constructive and balanced approach to economic justice and such
humanitarian concerns as world hunger, accompanied by a policy that
will require moral and political responsibility from recipient natioms;

4) The need for an effective education and cultural program on a
global basis that will help strengthen the understanding of and commit-
ment to world pluralism and coexistence between nations and peoples.
Here I would advocate support of education in intergroup relations on
and intermational basis, based on successful models of multi-cultural
secular and religious education;
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5) In our nation's Bicentennial Year, the need to examine the pre-
occupation of our Founding Fathers with "public virtues" ~ moral
responsibility of public officials, abhorrence of corruption, denial
of private gain if it is at the expense of public welfare - as a pre-
condition for the survival of democracy. Between 1763 and 1776, such
discussions of public virtues as the engine of democracy was the sub-
stance of great national debates and public consciousness and affected
not only attitudes but civic behavior as well. How to lift up the
level of such value concerns in America and in the world community is
another theme I would raise.

I will probably bring the full text of my testimony with me to Wash-
ington on January 21.

Sincerely,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
National Director
Interreligious Affairs
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE
Information and Research Services

Attitudes of the American Public
Toward Israel and American Jews:

The Yankelovich Findings, January 1976

Geraldine Rosenfield
March 1976



Introduction

Americans' feelings regarding the Middle East have not
changed significantly during the past two years.

In January 1976 thé Yankelovich orgénizaticln conduc-:ted a
fifth.survey.on behaif 6f the American Jewish Committee to de-
termine attitudes of the American public to American Jews and
to Israel. This survef was coﬁductéd as part of the special
project coﬁrdinatedlby the Israel.Task Force of the NJCRAC and
funded by the CJFWF. As in'the otﬁer surveyé == in April, July,
and October l974 and January i975 —=lin thé one‘of January 1976
questions about Jeﬁs and about‘the_Middle East are pért of more
~extensive quéstioppairesf-:The ﬁbstlrecent survey was Eased on
| 986.te1eph0ne interviews witﬁ alcross-Sectian of the national
pOpulation,‘conQucted betweenlJanuaryIZI ;nd-jénuar§ 27, 1976.
This was a time when the headliﬁes aboﬁt-the Middle Eésﬁ were
reporting.the ﬁiéit_to the United S;ateé of.Israeii Prime
Minister Rabin, the debaté-on the Paiestinians'in the United
Nations Security Council, and tﬁe cease-fire in Lebanon. The
seven questions relating to Americaﬂ Jeﬁs and Israel had all

" - *
been used in one or more earlier surveys.

Findings
1f 'war should break out between the Arabs and Israel,

more than half of thosequestioned would still identify with

*See Appendix for questions and tables.



Israel and three-quarters would still see Israelis as people
they can get along with. Almost as many (73 ﬁer cent) describe
the Palegtine Liberation Organization as terrorist and undemo-
cratic., But, as in last year's survey, only a little under one
third (31 per cent) support Israel's refusal to negotiate with
the PLO. As many (31 per cent) think it is wrong of Israel to
refuse, and 38 per cent say fhey do not know,

The one conspicuous shift in attitude appears in the ques-
tion about too much influence over United States Middle East
policyg Whereas in April 1974 those seeing American Jews as
having too much influence were 29 per ceﬁt of the total, in
January 1976 their percentage was 49. But respondents selecting
organized labor as héving too much influence over U.S. Middle
East policy rose in the same'period from 24 to.45 per cent, and
those selecting church interests rose from 9 to 25 per cent.
The public seems to'have‘beCOme more aware of interest groups
in general.

By contrast, the question asking about too much power in
the United States shows a drop of 9 per cent among those who be-
lieve Jews have too much power (37 per cent in January 1975, 26
per cent in January 1976). This may indicate that the question

is interpreted as relating to domestic policy which concerns



most Americans much more thaﬁ foreign policy. In domestic
matters Jews are not perceived as being a special-interest
group, while in foreign affairs Jews are perceived -- if only
because of the media -- as vigorous partisans of Israel.

The one question that was asked in all five surveys is,
"Do you feel most of the Jewish people in the country feel
closer to Israel or to the United States?" 1Imn the latest
poll just under half think Jews are closer to the United
Statg#, underda third;tﬁink tﬁem closer to ;srael, and a
quarter are not sure.-lThese'Percentages ﬁafélbeen essentially

stable since 1974,



APPENDIX

Do you feel that most Jewish people in this

country feel closer to the U.S. or Israel?

April June October January January
1974 1974 1974 1975 1976
United States 41% 427, 417 51% 45%
Israel 34 27 32 26 27
Both 8 7 7 5 4
Not sure 17 25 19 18 24




In general, do you feel that / /

has too much power in the United States?

January January

1975 1976

Organized labor 60% 637%
Big business 78 76
Zionist organizations 22 21
0il companies 80 79
Church interests . 23 17
Arab interests _ 37 40
American Jews 37 26
Media : SO 50

CIA 42 45



A number of groups have been mentioned by
some people as having too much influence

over our country's policies in the Middle
:East. Do you feel / _/ has had

too much influence?

Agrill January January

197 1975 1976
Organized labor < L2GT 447, 457
Big business ' 66 74 74
Zionist organizations 24 33 35
0il companies e 77" 81 81
Church interests 9 24 25
Arab interests 54 53 58
American Jews 29 46 49
Media Not asked 49 58

CIA " o 37 49



TABLE IV

If war should break out in. the MiddlelEast

with whom would you identify most?

October January

1976 1976
Arabs | | 9% . 9%
Israel = . . 554 ~ S6
Both _ D . 2
Neither k. 22
Don't know/ o

No answer 16¢{_ 11

Have you heard of the Palestine Liberation

Organization?
Januar January
1975 1976
Heard 527 637
Did not hear 40 36

DK/NA 8 1



TABLE VI

When you think of /

of them as

_/ do you think

January 1975

People we can get along

with

People we will not be able

to zet along with
Freedom-loving |
Terrorists
Modern
Backward
Democratié
Undemocraéié _
Pro-U.S. |
Anti-U.S.
Pro-Communist.

Anti-Communist

TABLE VII

Do you think Israel is doing the right or

wrong thing in refusing to negotiate with PLO?

January 1976

e Y

Israel PLO Israel PLO
76% 29% 17% 28%
12 60 9 58
.67 13 69 12
1S 73 11 73
65 30 65 « 31
20 5k 16 48
56 7 57 8
23 76 18 73
58 7 61 g,
21 79 16 73
16 44 13 50
58 24 63 23
January January
1975 1976
Right 29% 31%
Wrong 36 31
Not sure 35 38
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March 17, 1976

Dr. Dudley Ward

Board of Church and.Society
United Methodist Church

100 Maryland Avenue N,LE.
Washington, D. C. 20002

Dear Dudley:

It was good to see you at the recent Governing Board meeting
of the National Council of Churches in Atlanta. Following your sug=-
gestion, I have prepared an analysis of the proposed Middle East
Resolution that I understand will be presented at the General Con-
ference this Spring in Portland. Because of the high regard that
all of us at the American Jewish Committee have for the United
Methodist Church, I have read and studied the document with great
care. This explains the length of my remarks.

The proposed document is inherently unbalanced and unfair in
both substance and tone. This is especially true when it addresses
itself either to Israel and/or the Jewish people in sharp contrast
to the statements about Palestinians and/or Arabs.

1. The October 1973 war is described as having "'shattered any il~-
lusion of Israel's security and invincibility," while the same con-
flict initiated by Egypt and Syria on Judaism's holiest day "suc-
ceeded in buying both governments time and room to negotiate.'" The
Methodist statement seems to justify the Egyptian-Syrian surprise
attack (buying time in order to negotiate) while by pejorative
phrasing, it paints Israel as a nation filled with "illusions" and
one that is militarily "shattered." Nowhere does the reader gain
any perspective about the relative size of Israel in comparison to
her neighbors, nor does the reader learn of the overwhelming popula-
tion, financial, and armaments advantage the Arab states hold against
Israel.

2. The core of the problem is described thusly: '"The Palestinian
people remain dispossessed.'" Many fair minded observers of the
Middle East would disagree. The core problem is the right of the
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Jewish people to exercise its right of self-determination and sover-
~eignty through the permanent existence of a Jewish State in the Mid-
dle East. I think the word "dispossessed" should be changed. It is

a highly charged term, and it would indicate that the Israelis were
responsible for the plight of the Palestinians, when, in fact, there
are many complex causes for their present dilemma. An alternate for-
mulation might be 'we sympathize with the plight of those Palestinians
who have been forced to remain in refugee camps.'" Not all Palestinians
are residents of the camps, for many have been integrated into Jordanian
society, as well as communities of other Arab states. In addition, I
learned during my 1974 visit to Lebanon that Palestinians are confined
to camps, can not become Lebanese citizens, nor can they obtain employ-
ment. As Professor Samir Anabtawi of Vanderbilt University (himself a
Palestinian) put it: '"'There are probably as many Arab reactions to the
Palestinians as there are individuals." The proposed phrasing is sim-
plistic and inadequate.

3. The paragraph about the Jewish people, the Holocaust, and Israel is
negative, gratuitous, and highly judgmental. It illustrates the essen-
tial problem that I have with the entire document. It is, at its core,
unfair to Jewish rights and aspirations. It is misleading to declare,
"The Jewish people of Israel live in a state of fear." Who among us
does not live in such a state? Only the Jews of Israel? Do not Arabs
live in fear? The Chinese? America's urban citizens? The Bangladesh
peasant? In our age, every people and nation lives in fear, and the
singling out of the Israeli Jews can only be seen as a ''double standard"
at work. First, we are told that the Israelis are '"'shattered” by the
1973 war, now we are informed they live in "fear'. Is there not the old
— anti-Jewish stereotype at work here, that of the cowering, weak, pariah
people? I feel strongly that it is not the United Methodist Church's :
role or task to question whether the "existence of Israel as a Jewish :
state resolves or exacerbates the dangers of anti-Semitism.'" That is for
the Jewish community, the victims of anti-Semitism, to decide.

i The proposed resolution implies there can be no end to anti=-
Semitism (the Holocaust for Diaspora Jews, "fear" for those Jews who are
rooted in their own homeland). One does not find any similar question-
ing of the validity of any Arab state, of Arab nationalism, or of Pales-
tinian rights to self-determination. Only the Jewish state's existence
is "a subject of much debate." But Israel's existence is not debatable,
However, support for its security and survival by people of good will

is needed. Nowhere in the document is there a commitment to the twin
goals that can help achieve a just peace: the public affirmation of the
right of Israel to exist and the right of the Palestinian Arabs to self-
determination. The lack of such a commitment is a serious flaw in the

proposed resolution.

4, The reference to the Middle East as a "powder keg" is offensive
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to Jews since the '"two fuses" to this '"powder keg' are listed as
"Palestine and the Gulf." Why not say the "Arab-Israeli conflict"
instead of "Palestine'? Since there is no 'Palestine'" state cur=
rently in existence, why does the United Methodist Church choose a
term that is inaccurate, highly emotional, and insensitive to the
feelings of the Jewish community? There are, of course, Palestinians
but it is irresponsible for the Church to employ the term "Palestine"
in a resolution. One can only conclude that the authors of the doc=
ument quite deliberately seek to "earn points' outside the UMC by
using "Palestine."

5. In the next paragraph, the resolution raises the specter of an
Arab "oil boycott' which could "result in direct or indirect military
intervention...by the United States.' Perhaps the UMC might address
itself to the moral propriety of such a boycott. To accept the Arab
oil weapon as a "given", and then affirm that it makes a solution ur-
gent is an acquiesence to the Arab plan of strategic economic warfare.
The use of the o0il weapon has spread social dislocation and hunger
particularly among ''Third World" countries. They have been the boy-
cott's greatest victims, and the quadrupling of oil prices has.
severely affected the very countries who can least afford the sharp
price rise if they are ever to emerge from poverty. What I am sug-
gesting is that the UMC may want to say something about the oil
weapon as a part of a general critique of national policies related
to the Middle East. An absence of such a critique flies in the face
of the UMC's long standing vision of an interdependent and mutually
responsible global social order.

The specific references to Israeli '"nuclear devices'" is another
example of the '"double standard.'" If such a reference is to be used,
certainly it should be balanced with an acknowledgment of Egypt's po-
tential for such weapons, along with Libya's publicly stated intention
to purchase atomic devices. Finally, why is Israel so unique in '"that
it might rely (on atomic weapons) should it feel its existence
threatened." Grim as the thought is, is there any nation in the world
that would feel and act otherwise if its very "existence' were
threatened? I think not.

6. The Israeli policy of establishing new communities in the Admin-
istered Territories is, of course, a subject of intense debate within
Israel itself. It is, however, questionable whether such new commun=-
ities really do "undermine the possibility of reconciliation and a
settlement.'" During the years 1948-67 there were no Jewish settlements
permitted on the West Bank, Gaza, and the Golan Heights. Did the ab-
sence of such villages and klbutZlm advance the cause of peace and
reconciliation in those 19 years? Did the absence of such villages
and kibutzim help Arabs to come to terms with the permanent existence

/



of a Jewish State? The sad answer to these questions is a negative
one.

The proposed resolution implies that "recent immigrants" to
Israel are the settlers of the new Jewish communities. The evidence
is otherwise. As Terence Smith's recent New York Times Magazine
article (March 14, 1976) indicates, most of the settlers are native
born Israelis, and not '"recent immigrants." The stereotyped picture
of a dispossessing, recently arrived, land hungry Jew emerges from
the document. Nowhere do we find an acknowledgment of the historic
and profound religious link between the Jewish people and the Land
of Israel. Instead, we are presented with '"recent immigrants."

7. The next paragraph speaks of the United States policy of '"en=-
ticements" towards the Arab states. Why the need to be so critical
of recent American initiatives to achieve a fair and just solution
to the Arab-Israeli conflict? Do not Saudi Arabia and Kuwait use
financial "enticements'" to affect Egyptian policy and action? Does
not President Kaddafi use "enticements' in attempting to influence
the black African states to take an anti Israel stance? Does not
the Soviet Union use ''enticements' to achieve its policy in the
Middle East, or are we to ignore the massive shipments of sophisti-
cated Soviet arms to certain Arab states? Why single out the United
States alone as the culprit, as the purveyor of "enticements'"? I
find this to be another illustration of the unbalanced and unfair
tone of the entire document.

8. The UMC document contains these mischievious and misleading
sentences:

Commando actions by Palestinian units have continued.
Israeli forces have penetrated into many parts of Lebanon,
even Beirut, in search of their targeted enemies.

I especially deplore the use of the honored term "commando'
in describing Palestinian military actions. An uncle of mine served
in the U.S. Army's commando branch in World War II, and he, like
other Americans, British, and Canadians, were under strict orders to
attack only German military targets and persomnel. No civilians,
even inside Germany, were to be attacked, only soldiers and war
materiel. To apply ''commando'" to Palestinian terrorist anti civilian
activities is to cheapen and besmirch the word. Murderous attacks
against Israeli school children and housewives ''targeted. enemies,"
is terrorism. The World Council of Churches at its recent Nairobi
General Assembly specifically condemned all military action in the
Middle East, "including terrorism'. Can the UMC do any less?

Once again, a subtle and devious anti Israel '"double standard"
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is at work in this paragraph. Palestinians are ''commandos,"' while
Israelis "penetrate' into Lebanon in "'search of their targeted
enemies."  Arabs fight fair, while Israelis are semantically por-
trayed as a group of Mafia-like "hit men." The reader is left with
the distinct impression that the Arab cause is rather noble and just,
(not unlike the anti=Nazi struggle of the 1940s) while Israel is less
so. Is this really what the United Methodist Church wishes to convey
publicly?

9. What are the '"class" interests mentioned in the next paragraph?

Is the Arab-Israeli conflict a '"class'" struggle? I think not, for
there are poor men and women in both Israel and in the Arab states,

and there is some wealth in Israeli society, though nothing to compare
to the colossal financial wealth of many Arab states and individuals
(the Sheikdoms, Kuwait, Libya, Algeria, Saudi Arabia, etc.) What is
the meaning of the word "class" in this context? Is this to be a
Marxist document? If so, let it be clearly spelled out, and not merely
hinted at. ' :

10. The document concludes with some recommendation for educational
programs for Church members and it also opposes ''the continuing flow
of arms to the Middle East." Can we assume that the United Methodist
Church is applying this commendable call to the Soviet Union as well
as the United States? Aside from a passing reference to the "USA-USSR
competition" in the Middle East, we are without any mention of the
continuing and pervasive Soviet influence in the region. Instead, as
indicated above, we are told of America's '"enticements,' of her ig-
noring of the Palestinian aspirations, of her "expanding role” in the
Middle East, of her "increasingly great involvement," of U.S. policy
resulting in Arab "divisions," and of American policy having an '"ad-
verse effect'" on achieving an overall solution. Not a word about the
Soviet involvement! Why this omission that so seriously limits the
credibility of the entire document? Why the harsh anti-US tone, with
no similar censure of the Soviet role in the area?

11, After three relatively benign recommendations, we come to the
real "kicker'" in the entire document: the US Government is asked
to "seek the inclusion of the Palestine Liberation Organization as
the representative of the Palestinian Arabs, in all future negotia-
tions." One suspects that all of the preceeding paragraphs were
merely the "appetizer" before the "main course."

A public endorsement of the PLO by the United Methodist Church
would be a severe setback to the cause of true peace and reconcilia-
tion in the Middle East. It would give a great Church's legitimiza-
tion to an organization that is publicly (Palestine Covenant of 1968
and elsewhere) committed to the destruction of Israel, a member state
of the family of nations. I make an important and sharp distinction
between the Palestinian people and the PLO; they are not synonymous.
As the enclosed Christian Century article by Professor Thomas A.
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Idinopulos clearly documents, there are many varieties of Palestin-
ian self-expression, not all of them dedicated to the extinction of
Israel,

I believe the policy of the U.S. Government is a correct one,
vis-a-vis the PLO. We can neither recognize nor negotiate with the
PLO until and unless it publicly abandons its oft stated goal of
destroying Israel, and until and unless it suspends all terrorist ac-
tivity against Israel. Professor Anabtawi is most helpful in suggest-
ing that:

For the Palestinians it will involve a historic re-
appraisal of their past posture and a realization that
while their interests are not necessarily identical with
those of their brethren, their destinies are intertwined
with all others in the region. The rigid intransigence -
which old slogans conveyed must now give way to a gen-
uine examination of the range of options available and
to the flexible response that they can evoke., Previous
forms of organization geared to military combat should
perhaps now be superseded by political structures more
amenable to the give and take of bargalnlng and the com=
promlses which they could entail.

The adoption of this resolution with the specific PLO resolution
would be a grave and monumental disservice to the Church itself. Such
an action would "send a message' to the world Jewish community that one
of America's great religious bodies has endorsed a resolution that- is
extreme, unbalanced, anti-Israel, and anti-Jewish in tone, style, and
substance. It would be seen by the Jewish community as an unfriendly
act, one not helpful to fostering positive Christian-Jewish relations.
It would also be viewed as a setback to true dialogue and understand=-
ing. Further, such an act would be perceived as running directly
counter to the spirit and letter of the historic statement on Jewish-
Christian dialogue that was adopted by the UMC General Conference in
April, 1972. That forthright and constructive statement offered some
positive and useful guidelines when confronting "Problem Areas'':

Facing these difficulties (the search for Jewish and Arab
security in the Middle East) together may lead to creative
results. In this process we are obligated to respect the
right of the Jews, as of all religious groups, to inter-
pret their own Scriptures with regard to their peoplehood
and destiny...In Jewish-Christian dialogues is placed a
responsibility for being concerned for the implications

in the Middle East for peace and justice for all persons.

The Christian obligation to those who survived the Nazi
Holocaust, the understanding of the relationship of land

and peoplehood, and the conviction that God loves all
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persons, suggest that a new dimension in dialogue with Jews
is needed. A new perspective for Christians is a prerequi-
site for the reduction of mutual ignorance and distrust.

The loving and respectful spirit that permeates the 1972 state-~
ment is almost totally absent from the proposed Middle East resolu-
tion. The '"new dimension" and the 'new spirit" so eloquently called
for in 1972 is sadly lacking in 1976. '

Since this is a document on the Middle East (and not just the
Arab-Israeli conflict), I wonder why there is no mention of the un-
folding tragic civil war in Lebanon, the persecution of the Kurds in
Iraq, the slaughter of black Sudanese by their northern Arab brothers,
the harassment and persecution of Jews in Syria and Iraq, and the
problematic future of Christians in the Middle East (see enclosed New
York Times article of March 11, 1976.) Indeed, the critical questions
of self-determination, human rights and the very survival of non-Moslem
communities in the Middle East are completely ignored.

In summary, I am deeply disturbed and disappointed with the pro-
posed resolution. It differs radically from previous UMC statements
that have always dealt fairly and compassionately with issues of Jewish
concern. Instead, the 1976 General Conference is being offered a one-
sided, highly politicized, and extremist document. For nearly a decade,
I have consistently been impressed with the spirit of reconciliation
and integrity that I have encountered among leaders of the United
Methodist Church such as yourself, but a close study of the Middle East
resolution has regretfully led to the conclusion that these qualities
are missing in the proposed resolution. I trust there is still time
for strong corrective action to be taken to prevent the passage of the
document as presently worded. Surely, the United Methodist Church in
its collective wisdom seeks a Middle East statement that will reflect
high moral and ethical standards, and one that will be a positive con-
tribution to true peace, and mot a narrow, extreme, spiteful, and ulti=-
mately self-defeating resolution.

I hope my comments have been helpful. They are offered in a
spirit of cooperation and warm friendship with the hope that a
balanced and meaningful United Methodist resolution will emerge at
Portland. I welcome your views on this matter, and please know that
all of us at the American Jewish Committee are ready to assist you,
and your colleagues in every appropriate way. Do not hesitate to
call upon us. With best regards, I am,

Cordially yours,

Rabbi A.’ James Rudin
Assistant Director
AJR:FM Interreligious Affairs

Encls.
creer v, Rahert HBuston
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Yhe Hiddle East

Since the lust Gensral Conference there has been yet another war in the’
Middle East. The impact of the 1973 war on the politics of the area has boen
substantial. The human and materzl cost of the latest conflagration, in
contrast to the brovity of the 1967 war, 1122 shattered any dlusion of Isracl’s
security and invincibility prevalent during the six-yesr interim. The relutive
military 3uocesses of Bgypt ard Yyrie succeeded bt buying both governsavaty
time and room to nogotiate. Howevar, deipite theso changed conditions, Litile
progress has been made toward the resolution of the scurces of the conflict.
Conditions persist which sustain injestice and armed conflict in the area.

First, the Palestinian peopls remaln dispossessed. Their sulfering takes

many fovms: the hunger and deprivation of refugee camps; the abrogation of _ .

logal rights under military rule in the Occupled Territories (the arrests,
toatures and expulsions documented by the United Nations and other
laternational organizations); the system of discriminstion sxisting in pre-1967
Isael, eipecially in regard 1o ownenhip of land and homes. Until steps are
taken w diminate thess problems, it is futile to talk of peace in the Middle
[LETT
Second, tha Jewish people of lsrael live in a state of fear. This Is not
naskly & comsequonice of the proscnt state of alffulis but a product of » long
history of oppression suffered by Jows, especlully in the Western world, and
cubninating In the hulocaust peipetusted by the Nazl govenument. Whetheor
the cxisteice of Istael as n Jewlsh stsle r2solves or exacerbates the dangers of
antl-usmitism i3 a subject of much debate. It romains, however, for thoss
concerned with peace in the Middle East to search for solutions which would
alloviate the fesr with which many Isriell Jews now live.
In addittion 10 these basic diemmas, there exist soveral trends which
wartant the attention and action of the church:
.- The Middle East, as a whole, has becomes the arenu of a furious amu
rece. This arms race, unlike that of the Cold War, is not a distinct
US.A.-USS.R, competition. Despite heavy arms shipments to Israsl, the
néw focus of the flow of munitions 'ias been the Arab/Porsian Gulf, with
Iran being the largest customer. The “powder keg” in the Midd!s East thus
has two fuses, Palestine and the Gull, with the link belng the possibility of
tension in the former precipitating ag oil boycott which in tum could
result in direct or Indirect military Intervention in the latter by the United
States. The escalation of weaponry provided to lsrael and its Assb

neighbors remains a problem. It Is gencrally believed that luael possesses

nucleasr devices on which It might rely should it feol its existonce
threatened.

-- Demographic policies In Israel have led te increased tensions betwoen the

Arab and Jewish populations witkin the area contiolled by Israel as woll as
between Israel and the Aiab states. The resctilemnent of Jews on land from
which Arabs have been evicted and the continuing settioment of rocent
eutigrants on land in the Occupied Terditories(West Bank, Gaza Steip and
Golan lleights) undermine the possibdity of reconciliation and
settlement between the contending sides. :

T A e EHRA Ll
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~ Pecent U.S. policy has rrulted lu dividons smong tha A slasar .

through eaticements t¢ the national salf Interzst of certain {ndividual statss

aainst tha interests of sthers. Thes iy danger that these pelicies may hisve

an adverte effsct on he powibility of achieving aa overal) soluticn. The
United States has ‘znazed the aspirations 10 stalaiinod of the Pale ada
+ Arabs, and thus heighteaed their irustradons and militancy.:
~ Althouga thers has Leea no "war" in the Middle East sincs 1973, poacs
has not prevailed. Commando stions by Palestinian units have continued.
luracll forces have penotrated Into many parts of Lebanon, oven Beirut
{taclf, in search of their targeted enemiss. Christisns should be awere of
this vicicus circle of violence. Violince Is one of humanity’s wiost
sbhorrent and enigmatic acticns. It cannot te eliainated by pallislive
maznd. It is the role of the church to tsck the source of the problem and

root out the monl injustices which produce violence such as that In the.

~ RESOLUTION

. The Middlo East is the location of the most serlous intematious conflict -
facing the wordd today. Though the srea includes holy places of tires

religions, Judaism, Clwistlanity and Idam, the problem It not primnarily
roliglous but rather one of conflioting ustional and class Interosts. As the
Unlted Stales becomnes increasingly involved in the srea (pallticadly,
cconomically, and militadly), it la Incumbent upon the churches and their
mambers to examine critically the implications of such luvolvament. W%
our ability 10 influence the lsrach or Arab governments L clrcumacribed, the

expanding United States’ _;ole demands lnr;ramd altention to all sepacts of -

the problem. * = - :
Thorefore wo urge United Methodist churches and agencios to take ths
following specific actions: -

a Promote educational WWI at all levels aimod at helping Christians

understand the intricacics of the problem. Specific responses might Include
an evaluation of the trestment of the problem in the United Methodlst
curricula and medis; the initistion of programs involving increased contact
-with and among Chrisilans, Mudims and Jews from the Middle East; and
the development of denominational perticipetiou in ecumenicsl networks
to stimulate interest, ralse consclousness, and provide informatioa sbout
the Middle Eaat. . daom .
b. Organize action programs ot national and local levels to oppox the
coittinulng flow of arms to-the Middle East,
- €. Encourage United Siatey’ officials to seck an cverall soluidon rsther thaa

¢+ wccopl a parlial sdttioment which s likely w nugwfy the tensions, increase

e lsolation of the disposscssed, and set states against each other,
d. Uige the US. government to sock the iInclusion of the Palestine

Liberation Organization, as the weprescatative of the Palestinian Asabs, In |

all future negotiationa

25 I Board of Church and Society
;" .'. The United Methodist Chuxch
Cctober, 1975

""""'mx:-r e
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#  Jsmes Rudin

Eugene Dubow
4, Trosten
March 3lst 1976
Irving dothman
Rita dlume

Solicitation, Soviet Jewry fask Force

Following our discussion with respect to the personal solicitation Gene “uBow
and Sister Ann Gillen want to undertake in Chicago to ralse funds for the
Task Forae, I have reviewed someof the foundation potential and attach a list
which requires clearance from you before these people can bc approached,

Frankly, getting a list of this nature together from here is difficult for
despite my sources, addresses will have to b checked lecelly for current
aggumacy. Ihen, t00, if we have any contacts to these trustees, pou would
be in position to give O ne necessary leads.

In most instances, AJC receives nothing from elther the foundation or the
individuals, In a few instances, I have included some who give AJC minimum
amounts in terms of their potential. If you have additional suggentions
to make to Oene, please doso - your knowledge of the community can't be
matcohed, ' ' 3

My best wishes.
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Polk Brothiers Foundation, Inc.
8311 West North Avemue . .

Valrose Fark, T1l, 60160

- Sel Pollt, President ;-
= Hnn'iﬂ Q. Po].k. V. Pres.
- Sem H, Polli:,'Seot_y & Treas.,

Morris & Theresa Levie Educational Fund

- ¢ Cnicago Title & Trust Co.

111 W. Washinggon Straet. :
Chicago 60602 1 Ay

Dhtrihution t‘-mm-

Henry Shapiro, Chairman - ;
Morton A, Blitstein, Co=Chairmen .
Mrs., Harold S. Brady

Theodore Horwich

' Max Goldenberg Fouiﬂat'im

% Harris Trust & Savings aank _
111 West lMonroe 3Jtreet

Chicage 60690

Trustees: Harold J. Baer
Goodman

Marina

Susman & Asher Foundation
134 North LaSalle Street
Norman Asher, President

Harry & Sadie LaskyFoundation

- 69 W. Washington Street, Suite 1i5h
- Chicao, Ill. 60602

* Harry lasky; Fres. & Tress.

Louis, Al & Haze) Breskin F{mnﬂéﬁnn .

louis B, and A.. M, Duman

: ,chiogg Potential for Soii.ottdttofn by Gene Dﬁhoﬁ.&‘-Siétof Ann Gium - Péndtng C_lésram _

Assets: over §6,000,000. required to “dtatribate

' gurrently about $360,000. Past grants
- to Welsmann Institute; Jewish National
; Fund. :

Assets: $1,811,000. While primarily for
scholarship purposes, grant was made
of over $7h,010 to the Jewish Federation
Philip Sang was a past chairman of the
. Distribution Committee

Robert M, Schrayer
Mrs. Arwin ¥, Zoller -

- Assets: $2,300,000. Required to dist.ributﬂ
cmrrently about MO,QJO. . :

- Last report of Assets $798,952 but make grants

to Technion ($10,000) Spertus College of
Jtdaica (315,0005 Jeuish United Fund(&ﬁ,?ﬂﬂ)

Assets in 1972 - $335,122 but adding to the
principal. Gave $50,m to Histradut,
$7,000 Jewish United Fund; $1,000 each
“to Technion and Hebrew University.

" 'This foundation is out of existense but they

make a substantial eontribution to the
Jewish United Fund - and made a gram; of $20,000

. to Hebrew University in 1972

_Oene got a grant from them for oneof the
Bicentennial lecutres. Their contribution
to JUF is also substantial, #W#e have had mo -
gért. to.the campa:lza since 1971 when they gave
00e.. . _

This is nnt. a folmdation but again, suhatant.ial
cnnt.ri.butinn to JHF. _ , :
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Harry I. Hofwan - Ho comtribution to AJC but sbstantial contributor
i | to JUF

Goldbhtt. Bmthera Foundation This is separate from the Bmployees Found aticn.
_ Also very aubatant.!.al contributore to JUF.
lionel, Louis & ‘igurice Geldblatt

The Sterling Morton Charitable Trust Assets are over $83 million - but here I am

# David W, Dangler - reaching out. I don't kmow if this is a
S0 S, LaSalle Street Jewish sponsored foundation., The two names

Chicago, I11. 60690 I have would seem to indicate thsat it is.
. o Its purposes are "broad, primarily local giving".
inis is theusual general dsscﬂption for

Mrs. Sugette H, Davidson, Trustee oration purposes,
Harry E, t'olf Poundation Asasets: $1,628,000, Purposes are for general
Seven South Deaboern Stnet glving.
Chica o 60603 . :

Barry H. Wolf, Jr. President

Qontri.butorn to AJC

_ 10, .
Hlum-Kovler Foundation Assets are almost 28,000,000, which means annual
500 H, lMichigan é‘wemm distributions of about 3&00,000. e recelved

‘Chicago 60611 $250. for campaign in 1975. Ons of their
_ foruer gifts to JUF was $25,000,
Maribel U, Blum, Chairman

Everett “ovier, President
H. Jonathan Kovler, Vice Pres.
H, H, Bregar, Secty

Hauxice sperm) This is not a foundation - we received $500.

Ramﬁpoﬂu , _ inl975 from all three. One of their old

David H. & Milton D, Rat.nar Foundation ﬁ& récoim $500, from Dr., Milton D. Ratner
in 1971. One of their old gim to JUF
was m,m. .

Mrs. Maurice L. Rothschild Also a substantial contributor to JIF. We
. recaived 5625 in 197h.

Gens alrcady hes clsarance to see Phil Klutznick and discuss with him Edgar M, Bronfman
who is listed as a participant at the Brusssls Conference, as well as a substantial
gift from him, In all instames, We are suggestina contributions to the Institute
-of Human Relations,



June 11, 1976
Bert Gold
Judy Banki

Attached is a re-draft of Marc's 19 page piece on
the presidential election, evangelism and the Jews.
As you mequested, it has been cut down substantially;
single-spaced, it should run under 5 pages.

This could be further reduced by eliminating some
of the background material on the history and develop-
ment of evangelism, but the information may be inter-
esting to Jews. The Roger Williams' quotation could
also go, but it has a lovely flavor, and I'd like to
keep it in.

Your reactions and comments, please.

JHB:RPR

cc: Sonya Kaufer
Mort Yarmon
Marc Tanenbaum

PS: Just as I was about to send this out, I got a phone
call from a member of our Interreligious Affairs Commis-
sion who is seriously concerned that it may be.interpreted
as an endorsement of Carter -- despite the disclaimer up
front. He suggested the statement be strengthened by men-

tioning the names of other presidential contenders, and

by stressing that AJC's relationship with the evangelicals
is not a recent development. I have added these in pencil

in appropriate places.
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REDRAFT

While it does not support political parties or endorse
particular candidates for political office, The American Jewish
Committee, since its inception, has combatted bigotry and prej-
udice rooted in stereotypes or caricatures of any racial, reli-
gious or ethnic group. Themselves frequently the victims and
scapegoats of religio-ethnic stereotyping, Jews should be par-
ticularly sensitive to any tendencies in the current campaign
that suggest that facile generalizations or group labeling be
substituted for a searching examination of where individual can-
didates stand on a variety of specific issues.

Although he is by no means the only pre51dent1a1 aspirant
firmly grounded in Chrléilaghgélth J1mmy Carter's frequent ref-
erences to his religious comm1tmen£ and his personal experience
as a "born again'" Christian have focused public attention on
the faith and ethos of evangelical Christianity, and raised ques-
tions in the minds of some people about the commitment to religious
pluralism, separation of church and state, and freedom or reli-
gious conscience of political candidates whose creed involfes
the call to evangelize.

These questions may be addressed in two ways; by examining
the range and diversity of evangelical Christianity in the United
States, and by asking specific questions of all political candi-
dates, whose answers will elucidate their position on issues of
concern to Americans of all backgroundss and persuasions.

Historically, evangelical Christianity dominated not only

religion, but civic and secular life for the fift 100 years of

ot
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our country. In that "evangelical empire," as Dr. Martin Marty
called it, one had to be an evangelical Christian in order to be
regarded as a patriotic American. Neither Catholics, Jews, nor
dissenting Protestants were entitled to vote or hold public office.

Yet, the Baptist tradition of religious liberty and freedom
of conscience is also deeply rooted in American history. 1In
1638, Roger Williams gathered nineteen men, refugees from the
enforced establishment of evangelical orthodoxy in the Massachu-
setts Bay colony, to form a new colony in Rhode Island that would
not only allow but enforce, liberty of conscience.

In his celebrated parable of the ship, Williams elaborated
his commitment to '"total freedom of conscience'" paralleled by
his call for complete obligation "to obey the common laws and
orders'" of the civil sphere:

"There goes many a ship to sea, with many hundred souls
in one ship, whose weal and woe is common; and is a true picture
of common-wealth, or any human combination, or society. It
hath fallen out some times that both Papists and Protestants, Jews
and Turks may be embarked into one ship. Upon which supposal,
I affirm that all liberty of conscience that ever I pleaded for,
turns upon two hinges, that none of the Papists, Protestants,
Jews, or Turks be forced to come to the ship's prayer or worship
nor compelled from their own particular prayers or worship, if
they practice any."

One of the "fateful events'" of American Protestant history,

writes Dr. Martin Marty, was the later emergence of "two types
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of Christianity." One type, which may be called "private"
Protestaﬁtism, seized the name "evangelical' which had character-
ized all-Protestants early in the 19th century. It accented indi-
vidual salvation out of the world, personal moral life congruent
with fhe ideals of the saved, and fulfillment or its absence in
the rewards or punishments in a life to come. The second group,
ﬁhich might be called "public Protestants, insofar as it was

more involved in the social order and the social destinies of
men.

The word, "fundamentalist," was born out of the controversy
that lasted from 1918 to 1931 between the forces of "old-style"
Christian orthodoxy and "newfangled" religious and social ideas
known collectively as modernism. The issue best known to the
public was evolution, focused in the Scopes trial of 1925.

In 1895 a Bible conference at Niagara Falls had drawn up a
statement of '"fundamental' truths which sepérated "true" Chris-
tians from "modern apostates.' These essential doctrines were:
1) the virgin virth of Jesus, 2) Christ's death on the cross as
payment for man's sins; 3) Christ's bodily resurrection; 4)the
actual, bodily return of Jesus to earth to establish the earthly
kingdom of God; and 5) the absolute inerrancy of the Bible.

In 1909 two wealthy Californians, Lyman and Milton Stewart,
underwrote the publication and distribution of the "Fundamentals,"

a series of twelve volumes which defended the five essential

truths of the Niagara Falls conference and which attacked the
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position of the modernists. Henceforth the term fundamentalist
refe}red to those who combined the emotionalism of the revival-
ists with uncompromising dedication to the "Fundamentals."

Since the Second World War, fundamentalism has moved in
three directions: 1) anti-Communism; 2) mass evangelism; and
3) neo-evangelicalism. Each movement is a response to the over-
all decline in fundamentalist influence for almost three decades
before 1960.

Christian Anti-Communism

Christian anti-Communism, headed mainly by Carl McIntire
and Billy James Hargis, is dedicated theoretically to informing
the public of the Communist threat to democracy. In fact, it
has lent religious coloration to reactionary politics, branding
as "Communist" all programs with which it_disagrees; 148y C1Vil
rights, the peace movement, campus activism, etc.

Mass Evangglism

The mass evangelistic crusades of Dr. Billy Graham, first
started in 1949 in Los Angeles, have brought the widest hearing
| _ever given to a conservative Protestant message which for gen-
berations had been relegated to the fringes of American life. The
current revival of fundamentalism is also seen in the youth-
oriented evangelistic organizations such as Youth for Christ,
Inter-Varsity Youth Fellowship.

Neo-Evangelicalism

In an attempt to overcome the social isolationism and harsh
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dogmatism of classic fundamentalism, a group of '"new evangelicals"
-- who often reject the label "fundamentalist" -- have sought to
bring about the revival of orthodox Christianity in the midst of
the secular world, to make Christian faith the mainspring of needed
social reforms, and to establish braod-based cooperation between
all conservative Protestants. The new evangelicals have condemned
the fundamentalist disregard for the problems of society as
irresponsible individualism.

Thus, there exists a diversity of-viewpoints within the
evangelical community, not so much on matters of faith, but on
social and economic policy issues. Few northern Jews and Chris-
tians have experienced that diversity, and some base their per-
ceptions on historical and literary images ﬁhich are largely
negative. The American Jewish Committee, which pioneered in

establishing ong01ng dialogue with segments of the evangelical

; 2 7]
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communlty, hpé enabled numbets of Jewish and evangelical Chris-
tian schola}s, academicians and theologians to meet and know
one another as persons, dispelling mythologies and stereotypy
on both sides. Such experiences have punctured the image of
either community as a monolith.

The diversity of opinion within our various religious
communities notwithstanding, there are authentic differences
between them, and conflicting claims. The thrust by some evan-
gelicals to win converts has sometimes led to abuses of church-

state separation and coercive measures of proselytism. Jews

are particularly sensitive to such developments and concerned
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about them. Moreover, Jews naturally resent any approach which
reduces them -- or the State of Israel -- to theological abstrac-
tions, preliminary stages in someone else's drama of redemption.
These, however, are issues between religious groups; they will
not be resolved by a presidential election.

Certainly, the presidency should never be used for the pro-
motion of sectarian purposes. Voters should judge for themselves
whether individual candidates have the character to resist sect-
arian pleadings. This is a matter of personal integrity, not of
religious orientation or affiliation.

Confronting anti-Catholic bigotry in the 1960 presidential
campaign, AJC's David Danzig wrote:

"We are a nation in which a multiplicity of religious
groups (none constituting a clear majority) struggles
...each to convince the larger society that its own
set of values, policies and solutions to problems
best represent the truth and the interests of the
country and the common good...There are those who
consider the presidency as the symbolic arena in
which the struggle will be joined and settled...

But the major reality to face is that the struggle
among religious groups to shape America to their

own points of view is irrelevant to the religious
affiliation of the president."”

These words ring as true today as they did in 1960, and
apply as equally to an evangelical Protestant as they did to the
Roman Catholic presidential aspirant of that election.

The issues of difference among religous groups are real.
Those relating to public policy should be openly discussed and
confronted. Those relating to religious faith and values will
probably never be resolved, although dialogue willhelp dispell
false images. But religibus pluralism as a functioning reality

of American life does not depend on the religion of the presi-

dent; it depends on the vitality of America's religious communities.



July lo, 1976

Dear Mare,

Welre so grateful for your magmificent
statements at Chautauqua, As usual, you are able
to communmicate with clarity, ferWwor and conviction,
That was fine contrast to Paul's excellent contributions—
both of you bringing us the best in your own inimitable
way.

On Friday Paul did another excellent
job and was followed by a spontaneocus and heartwarming
statement by Robert Gordis, That's where it should
have ended, But John Stoesinger then spoke
concerning hls own pllgrimage from faith to agnosticism:
as a result of the holocaust, That was poignant,
but directed the discussion from the subject at hand
to himself, o

'S0 these were memorable afterncons, I'm
not certain where we'll go with future discussions,
Sometime when I'm in New York I'll hope to
get together with you and with Paul to discuss this
series and our future here: at Chautauqua,

I'm enclosing the check for the

Honorarium, The expense account check is coming
to youn under separate cover,

Thanks again. It's a joy to know you
and to profit from your scholarship and faith, May
our paths cross oftemn,

Gratefully,

Cpln.
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‘Bernard Resnikoff
Inge Lederer Gibel

The Fellowship of Reconciliation has been offering LeRoy Friesen,
the former representative of the Mennonites in Jerusalem, as a speaker while
he is on the [ast Coast and after George and I discussed it, we agreed it
would be good to have him here to speak to a few of us. George will be writing
you shortly, I believe, asking you to advise us on your meetings with Friesen
and whether the investigation of his charges is being followed up. So this is
simply from the interreligious point of view asking you your basic impression
of Friesen, as a Christian with whom we might wish to continue working when he
is settled on the West Coast.

Assuming that George will describe our meeting fully, I simply will
say here that it seemed to me Friesen spoke with great respect of you, but did
suggest that you seemed very skeptical of his charges. It occurs to me, and I
wonder whether you could advise me on this, that the Anglican who accompanied
him to the meeting with you may have been the cause of any coolness you might
have felt. I know that we have had some problems in this area there. I should
tell you that the group of us who met with LeRoy were on the whole very favorably
impressed with him, particularly when he made a point of stating his realization
that it was difficult to be critical of Israel without seeming to align yourself
with the anti-Semites.

On another matter, I was delighted to see your report on the 'Druze
Zionist Organization" and found it very helpful indeed. I hope you will keep
us informed ms this moves along.

Did anything develop out of your attempt to help Nafez Nazzal?

I hope you had a good vacation. Best regards.

ILG:dmi
CC: George Gruen /
Marc Tanenbaum




Room 1676, 475 Riverside Drive

Project FORWARD ’76 New York, New York 16027

Telephone 212/870-2231

R. H.Edwin Espy, Chairman
Charles Brackbill, Director for American Issues Forum
Richard R. Gilbert, Associate for American Issues Forum

July 30, 1976

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 E. 56th Street

New York, NY 10022

Dear Marc:

We very much need your personal help in order to complete a report we
have been requested to make on the role of the churches, synagogues and other
religious organizations in the observance of the American Bicentennial.

. The American Revolution Bicentennial Administration has turned to Project
FORWARD '76 to compile a survey and summation that will be factual and repre-
sentative. There is a tight time limitation on this request and in order to complete
the task by the dead-line we have to have all our data by August 20th.

Because of the work of Project FORWARD over the past two years, we have
much of the information in hand. But it must be supplemented, updated and
authenticated. Though we cannot make an exhaustive study, we must base it on
the fullest and most recent information that the religious bodies can supply.

May I ask you to assist us in making sure that we have the essential informa-
tion from your national body. To facilitate your doing this, I enclose a question- = .
naire that we have kept to a minimum in information requested.

We should be very grateful if you could complete and return the questionnaire,
or have this done by the appropriate person, to reach me by August 20th.
g ——

-

The report will be issued as a spiral-bound book of approximately 200 pages.
We will, of course, send you a copy of the narrative account. The longer,
archival record will be available if you request it.

We believe that it will mean a great deal to the cause of religion in relation
to our national life if we can produce with your cooperation a true reflection of
the role that religion has played in the observance of the Bicentennial. Thank
you very much for your help.

May I take this opportunity to extend my hearty personal regards and wishes.

armd

B el

Sincerely,

o & ' ,
i@‘% Ssmsalimge ! 2d Eady
o RHEE:cg R. H. Edwin Espy

RICOONIZAD B Y
AMEAICAN AEVOLUTION
wicEn

ASMIRBTAATION A Bicentennial project of The Interchurch Center Edmund F. Wagner, President Carroll B. Fitch, Director
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R AW ¥ R. H. Edwin Espy, Chairman
Charles Brackbill, Director for American Issues Forum
FORWARD '76 Richard R. Gilbert, Associate for American Issues Forum
_ William A. Norgren, Editor )

INFORMATION REQUEST FOR
AMERICAN REVOLUTION BECENTENNIAL ADMISISTRATION
REPORT ON BICENTENNIAL RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES

Project FORWARD '76 has been asked to compile the final report for the Archives
on the major positions and activities of American religious bodies in relation
to the Bicentennial observance. We anticipate that the report will be published
sometime in October as a 200 page spiral bound book.

Your information must be in our hands by August 20, 1976 in order to be included.
Please deal with this as soon as possible.

T NAME OF ORGANIZATION

2. NAME AND TITLE OF CHIEF OFFICER AND OFFICIAL ADDRESS

3. BRIEF DESCRIPTIVE STATEMENT OF ORGANIZATION (Such as found in the Yearbook
of American Churches giving founding data, number of congregations
or chapters, membership, number of ordained clergy, etc.)

b, In an attempt to show the basic thrust of religious group's response to
the Bicentennial, we want to include all or part of the most significant
official policy statement of your organization.

In the event that no such statement was published, please send the comments
or statement of a representative spokesman which you believe most accurately
Sfﬁum“@E expresses the general position of the church or organization.
g?ﬁ
580 ¢

"27g.10T®

MEEOGWIENGD &Y
1

AMERICAN ARVOLUTION

ICHMT AN AL

ADMINTAATION A Bicentennial project of The Interchurch Center Edmund F. Wagner, President Carroll B. Fitch, Director




10.

In some organizations, the chief responsibility for Bicentennial interests
was carried by a board or program agency. Please attach the basic policy
statement of or legislative mandate to, such a department or agency. Please
give full details as to names, addresses, titles, dates and distribution.

In spite of the difficulties of summarization, please provide a brief summary
of no more than 250 words which highlights the national, or organization-wide,
Bicentennial thrust and programs. You may wish to illustrate this with
references to some especially interesting or significant regional or local
activity.

Please provide an annotated bibliography of the major publications (books,

~reports, pamphlets, magazine articles, radio, television material, films,

filmstrips, etc.) which deal with Bicentennial themes indicating whether
they are still available and from what sources. (DO NOT SEND SAMPLES TO
PROJECT FORWARD.)

What proportion of your regional and local units do you think were participants
in some way in the observances of the Bicentennial.

Please indicate one source or principal archive where future researchers could
locate the Bicentennial records and publications of your church or organization.

Name:

Address:

Please give names, addresses and phone numbers of key people whom we might
contact in the next two weeks for any amplification of this information which
we may need.

Name : Address:
Phone:

Name: Address:
Phone:

Thanks for your help! We are trying to compile a great deal of information for
a great number of people, in a very limited time, and at the worst possible time
of the year! However, we know the final record will be impressive, and we do
want your organization to be included. Therefore, your extra effort is needed.

DEADLINE: AUGUST 20TH, 1976

PLEASE RETURN TO PROJECT FORWARD '76, 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE, NEW YORK 10027



-

1

.
P

ar

Lo | ?")5

731083
¢

=ilwo it Sehica,
g Meadows, I

newscl

HERALD
Rollin

D

1

IL
2 2%

i

261 - 4868
G

newscl
madweatt £ ehicagn
HERALD
Deg Plaines,

] D

C 3,708
C 6,615

. ""I‘Lol"
Elk Grove, [L

D
Palatine, IL

HERALD
D

C 3,271

JULY ~31-76

RALD

-

H

" Des Plaines, IL

D

Taking the pulse of nation’s religious condition

debate.

]

RABBI MARC TANENBAUM

What is the cundxuon of Amerlca's organized rell--

gion?

By the usual Amencan standards of success in the
marketplace, religion is reasonably successful. De-

spite statistical ups and downs, institutional mem- -

bership in churches and synagogues rose 46 per cent
between 1950 and 1970 while ike general population
declined. By 1971, religious groups received more
than 40 per cent of the total philanthropic giving in

our nation. But the criteria for spiritual success is to -
be looked for elsewhere. Jews and Christians who

are faithful to their shared Biblical covenant stake
their existence on the central Biblical affirmation
that each human being is crealed in the sacred im-
age of God, that human life is of infinite worth and
preciousness, that no human being can be used as an
object for someone else’s project. In my judgment,
the greatest moral, spiritual threat that we face at
this moment in history is the actual potential for
unprecedented destruction of life that is posed by the
nuclear arms race. We now have the capacity, the
Soviet Union and ourselves, to destroy each other by
some 200 times over. The insane spiraling arms race

consumes billions of dollars thai are desperately .

needed for overcoming hunger, poverty and suffer-
ing and diverts our attention from the denial of hu-
man rights in virtually every part of the world. The
condition of religion will be judged ultimately in

America’s third century by the degree to which we -

take seriously the instruction of such prophels as
Isalah and translate his vision not into piety and

- liturgical codes but into actual change of human con-
dttmn

What is the future of organi}.eﬂ religion?

Probably there will be an increase in diver-
sification of forms in which people will seek to find
elements within the established churches and syna-
gogues and adapt them {o their own particular needs
in their ultimate search for meaning . . . the mean-
ing of human existence. I would bless every effort —
that is a serious effort — in which a person seeks to
find meaning for one’s own life, to create justice and
righteousness and a compassionate relationship with

" another. If the intention is honorable, in the service
of truth, love and justice, ultimately the form will
wrovail,

Today’s Topic: "Have You Been to Church or
Synagogue Lately?" is discussed by Rabbi
Marc Tanenbaum of the American_ Jewish
Committee and Sen. Mark Hatfield (R. Ore-

gonl. The speakers answered the public's
quasfio‘ns at the National Town Meeting which
is held each week at Kennedy Center in Wash-
ington D.C. This article was adap!’ed from the

" "SEN. MARK HATFIELD

What is the condition of America's orgam:ed reh-

" glﬁn" : . .

A question put to Jesus might be paraphrased to
fit our theme today — “Have you been observing the -
Sabbath lalely?” Jesus used the question as an op-
portunity to speak about the basic purpose of reli-

- gious ohservances. He said, “The Sabbath was made

for man, not man for the Sabbath.” If the Lord
would ask today about his church or synagogue at-
tendance, he might very well respond in a similar
vein. If we look at the church as an organization
located in a building, we see many indications of
declining loyalty to it. Church membership is down

* for the first time since records have becn Lept.:

Church giving did not keep up with inflation last
year. Onlookers are aware of divisions within the |
church over the historical issues of faith and over
the current issues — the roles of women and abor-
tion, for instance. Christ's view of the church was
purposely to avoid putting the emphasis on structure
and organization. He was more concerned about obe-
dience and discipleship than orgamzat:onal achieve-

* « ments, -

For lhe. dispersed church, the building serves
mainly as a place for the believer to meet for train-

" 'ing and for fellowship and to observe the sacra-
* ments. The Church is at its best where neople are —

in ghettoes, needing better housing; in the offices of
national leaders, needing fellowship and encour- |

~ agement; in prison study groups and many other

places where people are. The dispersed church is
able {0 escape from the questionable stewardship of
building more costly buildings at the expense of a
ministry to the poor and to expenence a new free-
dom of semce

. What is the l'uture of organized religion?

There is much evidence today that there is a new
dynamic in the church, The kind of enlivenment that |
is occurring spirtually in many of the churches (is -
occurring) because people have grown tired of the '
institutional deadness that has gripped too many .
churches. This does not mean that the church will

. disappear, the institutional church, but let us be

mindful that God is the God of history, his is the
sovereign God and his church will prevail. I have
every confidence that the spirilual church will be

- stronger in the future than it is even today.

- (Newspaper Enterprise Assn.)
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August 4, 1976

| Inge Gibel - ' ;
M. Bernard Resnikoff '

Friesen, LeRoy, objective analysis of - free of personal bias.

~ LeRoy is an agonist. This is a virtue. Not a fault. Intellectually, theologically,

philosophically, he struggled, if not to embrace, certainly to accept (in the sense
of positive understanding) the Jewish condition and the Israeli position. He came

to me voluntarily and, through me, to other Jews, better to understand Jewish history
and, hence, the contemporary seene. He joined the Theological Fraternity and, while
not active there, this doesn't happen often for those immersed in East Jerusalem. He
tried hard to absorb the meaning of new experiences and one was able sympathetically
to witness the profound agony of a mind confronting fresh data, for which he was not
altogether prepared. : Vgt

He dd not always succeed. Never straying far from the imperatives of his creed,
LeRoy has a determirntstic way of looking at things -- almost as if all his percep-
tions are filtered through Mennonite lens; anything of a military nature is
automatically a bad thing. In this he is flawed -~ seriously enough for me to have
grave doubts about using him 1in our interfaith programs.

I have two specific reservations about him:

1. He chose to live in East Jerusalem and he worked in the West Bank. His contact
with Israel and Israelis was neither sustained nor profound. I therefore have to
question his competence to discuss all sides of the Middle East problem, even from
an interfaith perspective alone. In other words, his having lived and worked here
for a while does not necessarily give him an edge over others.

2. LeRoy showed a penchant for the Arab side. A predisposition to believe and even
a kind of gullibility. The allegation of the tortue of Arabs is a case in point.
Heresay evidence was totally acceptable to him. While I cannot now deny the charges
in a court of law, and while it is quite possible that the Israeli police are not
different from other constabularies in occasional excess, I simply cannot believe

in the absence of evidential testimony, and backed up by four thousands years of
history, that Jews go about crushing the testicles of prisoners. Listen, our people
don't always behave like a kingdom of priests, but we are certainly not a kingdom of
beasts. I cannot fault him for declining to go through the doors I opened for him
to get the facts. But I was whelmed when he subsequently told me that he got the
cooperation he needed -- by talking to a foreign correspondent! And no, I don't.
think it was his Anglican companion that led to any coolness because it was LeRoy
who did most of the talking.

When I gently suggested to him and his Anglican friend that their compassionate con-
cern for detained Arabs would sit better with Israeli officials if their humanitarian
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distress would spill over to the plight of Syrian Jews, there was no reaction.

Even though a respected colleague of mine who worked with LeRoy in another area des-
: cetbed himas "a torturad soul”, I see no reason why LeRoy should not meet with
our staff. But to use him for interfaith programs, the Interreligious Affairs
Department can choose better -- especially when it generally chooses the best.

5 - , &

.

cc: Marc Tanenbaumu/
George Gruen

MBR/fp .
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GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCSSE OF NORTH AND SOUTh AHERICA

CAAHNIEH OPEGOAOZ0C APXISTHCKOH BOPEIS Ky NOTI8 AMEPIRHC

10 EAST 79th STREET, NEW YORK N.Y. 10021 « TEL.:(212) 628-2500 + CABLE: ARCHGREEK, NEW YORK

August 4, 1976

Rabbi Mare Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N. Y. 10022

Dear Rabbi fannanbaum,

_ His Eminence Archbishop Yakovos, in his absence,

- requested that we send you copies of the Resolutions passed
by the Twenty-Third Biennial Clergy-Laity Congress of qur
Greek Orthodox Church in the Americas, which convened
‘recently in Philadelphia. J

His Eminence further asked that we convey to you his
hope and prayer that you and the American Jewish Committee
will do everything possible to achieve world.peace, justice
and the restoration of human rights to all mankind. :

Faithfully yours,

%3%97»%

George J. Bacopulos

ery Rev=
Chancellor

" Enclosures:
GJB/kk
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SHERATON HOTEL PHILADELPHIA

NEWS - RELEASE _&l/ &/inﬁllf JULY 2.9, 1976

RESOLUTION

SUPPRESSION OF UNESCO REPORT ON CYPRUS

WHEREAS a UNESCO report on the looting, vandalism and desecration of
Greek Orthodox Churches-in the Turkish-occupied area of Cyprus has been
suppresséd;

WHEREAS the suppressed 100 page report was prepared for UNESCO by
Jacques-Dalibard, a world authority on religious workslof art, and the
contents of the suppressed report were confirmed by the subsequent
investigation of John Fielding of the Manchester Guardian;

RESOLVED that this Congress now goes on record condemning the
suppressing of this report;

FURTHER RESOLVE that this Congress immediately urge in a télegram
to UNESCO that this suppressed report be released immediately so that
the entire world will know of these shocking and appalling religious
desecrations and so th;t appropriate action may be taken by national

and international bodies.

Philadelphia
July 9, 1976

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA, 10 East 79th Street. New York, N.Y. 10021 » (212) 628-2500
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At Antiphonitis monastery, ‘doors were battered in,
11th and 12th century treasures looted, 15th cantury
frescoes gplattered with asbaestos cement, the newer

icons smashed, fires had been lit, and the floor was
strewn with bottles and filth.”

— Journalist John Fielding

churches looted <

and desecrated

By JOHN FIELDING

Guardian

(The author is a ‘correspondent for Britain's
Thames Television.)

LONDON — Almost two years after the Turk-
igh invasion of Cyprus, a UNESCO report on the
looting and vandalism of Greek churches in the
occupied north of the island has been suppressed
for fear of upsetting both Greeks and Turks.

+ The 100-page report was prepared for UNES-
CO by Jacques Dalibard, a world authority on reli-
gious works of art.

" BECAUSE its conclusions were too well
documented to be ignored and seemed certain to
generate an international storm, UNESCO asked
Dalibard to produce a shorter, bowdlerized ver-
sion.

This second report, of only five pages couched
in innocuous terms, was prepared for publication
last month — although even then UNESCO
demanded a statement on the cover disclaiming
any responsibility for Dalibard’s views.

But two weeks ago, Dalibard was caught in the
propaganda crossfire between Greeks and Turks
about allegations that the Greeks had burned to
the ground one of Cyprus’ most famous mosques
at Peristerona, west of Nicosia. When Dalibard
visited the mosque, found it undamaged and had
the temerity to say so, he quickly found all cooper-
ation from the Turkish Cypriot administration
withdrawn.

He has returned to his home in Ottawa angry sl

and disillusioned — and UNESCO

has shelved
even his abridged report. '

SO BROAD is the divide and so deep the

bitterness between the two Cypriot communities
now, that the facts on religious looting, desecra-
tion and vandalism are almost impossible to ob-
tain,

For two weeks I surreptitiously drove around
the occupied areas with a colleague, Martin
Smith, having slipped the official escort that
accompanies all journalists by leaving the hotel at
? each morning and returning in time for break-

ast.

The vandalism and desecration are so method-
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ical and so widespread that they amount to
institutionalized obliteration of everything sacred
to a Greek. The process must have been perceived
by an administration that only a fortnight ago was
mobilizing international Moslem opinion to pro-
test over the burning down of a mosque that is in
fact still standing intact — we filmed it.

THE LIES are deeply rooted in the memo-
ries of massacre and plundering in the 103 Turk-
ish villages destroyed by Greeks in 1963. Since the
invasion of 1974, it is the Greek churches, per-
ceived as monuments to oppression and symbols
of a divisive constitution that made the Turks
second-class citizens, that have borne the re-
venge.

(Contacted by The St. Petersburg Times in
Ottawa, Dalibard confirmed the widespread dese-
cration and looting of Greek churches.

(“I saw a lot of this in March 1975, but not
much since,” he said, explaining that Turkish au-
thorities accompanied him to churches in north-
ern Cyprus. “I didn't get the freedom of move-
ment that (the author of this story) obtained.”

(He said that there also has been desecration
of Turkish churches in the Greek-occupied sec-
tion of the island. But, he said, Greek authorities,
“are making a real effort to restore some of the
damaged churches.”

(HE SAID THE Turkish authorities have
not had the facilities or manpower to protect the
numerous Greek churches.

_ (“It’s just not a black and white situation,” he

d.
(Dalibard said he has been able to save numer-
ous valuable antiquities in northern Cyprus, but
he fears that publicity of the destruction might
jeopardize the already limited cooperation he has
received from Turkish-Cypriot authorities.)
Newsman Fielding continued his account:
We visited 26 former Greek villages. Only four
churches in the 26 could be described B3 being in

decent condition. We found nat a single undese-
crated graveyard.

IN SOME INSTANCES, an entire grave-
yard of 50 or more tombs had been reduced to
pieces of rubble no larger than a matchbox. '

In Dhavlos, the north coast village from which

B1t. Patersburg Times

; Map locates line dividing the Greek and Turkish occupied sections.

every remaining Greek was forcibly removed one
night last year, we found a particularly repelling
example. En route, in the mountains to the south,
we found the chapel of Avios Demetrios at
Ardhana empty but for the remains of the altar
plinth, an t was fouled with human excre-
ment.

At Syngrasis, the church interior was smashed
beyond recognition, littered with the remains of
icons, pews, and beer bottles. The broken crucifix
was drenched in urine. At Ayios Yeoryios, north
of Famagusta, the church tower was apparently in
process of demolition, with one of its four pillars
knocked away. The roof was holed and windows
smashed.

At Lefkoniko, the church furniture was piled
outside in the rain, and half a dozen icons were
strewn across the rubble in the chruchyard. One
of the churches in Limnia was utterly wrecked. In
a corner lay a stinking pile of household refuse.

THE CHURCH st Piyi was a mass of
wrecked furniture, glass, and icons, so was the im-
pressive church at Peristerona, a mile away.
Gaidhouras church had apparently taken three
direct shell hits, although nothing else in the vi-
cinity showed signs of battle. The interior was a
shambles, overlooked by an armless Christ on a
smashed crucifix. '

RAUF DENKTASH, president of the de
facto Turkish federated state of Cyprus, told me:
“I think religious places should be guarded and
protected. We are doing our best to protect reli-
gious property on our side as far as we can. [t
means keeping it closed, so that there is no access
to the church, and naturally if there is a need for
repairs someone has to look after it. The first
thing we did was to put locks on the doors or nail
them down . . ."

We found perhaps the most upsetting sight at
the tiny Antiphonitis monastery, miles up a path
in the fragrant pines of the Pentadaktylos
Mountains. Doors were battered in, 11th and 12th
century treasures looted, 15th century frescoes
splattered with asbestos cement, the newer icons

‘8mashed, fires had been lit, and the floor was

strewn with bottles and filth. Before departing.
someone chalked the _date — March 6, 1975.
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WHEREAS we belie;e in thé iﬁdi#isibi1ity of freedom, for no person is truly
free while others are enslaved, and

WHEREAS we believe the negotiating table to be preferable to the battlefleld,
be it therefore

RESOLVED that this Congress invites men and women of all faiths -in the name cf
humanity to give their moral support to alleviate the plight of the refugees of
Cyprus, and to urge the restoration of their homes and property, and be it therzfore

RESOLVED that this Congress address itself to the President of the United
States, the U. S. éongteas and to the people of the United States to exert all
effort to restore to the free people of Cyprus their God-given religious and politi-
cal rights that have been ruthlessly and inhumanly violated, and to shun those to

viacm liberty is aznathema.

Philadelphia
uly 9, 1976
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SHERATON HOTEL PHILADELPHIA
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RESOLUTION

CYPRUS

. WHEREAS the comscience of all God-fearing men and women of ﬁll faiths abhor:z

inhuman acts of man against man, and

WHERAS Turkey has committed an unprovoked and aggressive act by invadiﬁg T
free.Republic of Cyprus, end

WHEREAS Turkey has brought death and destruction to the Island, and has confise-
cated the homes and properties of the free people of Cyprus with the result that
230,000 Cypfiots have becn forced to flee their homes and have become refugees
living in camps, arnd |

WHEREAS Turkey has desecrated the houses of worship of the free pecpie of
Cyprus, and

WHERﬁAS The Turkish authorities are refusing to comply with the repeated ;e-
solutions of the U. N. which seek to allow thesce pecple to return to their homes, aad

WHEREAS The Turkich Covernment has undertaken a systematic program of settling
recple from Turkey in Cyprus to change the demographic character of the Island
.Republic of Cyprus, and

WHEREAS the plight of'these.200,000 refugees worsens with each passing day, and

WHEREAS the gcvernments of the wﬁrld have a moral obligation to defend freedon,
and

WEEREAS we are implacably opposed to governments which suppress freedom, an?

(more)

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA, 10 East 79th Street, New York, N.Y. 10021  (212) 628-2500 -
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RESOLUTION
LERANON

WHEREAS : The struggle in Lebanon has bfuught cruel suffering to
the bitterly divided people of that nation, and
WHEREAS ; The quest for peace is the responsibility of all

freedom~-loving people.

It is resolved that this Congress calls upon the United
Nations, the Govermment of the United States and all
responsible governments to offer every possible service
and assistance to the People of Lebanon in the search
for an end to that nation's unhappy conflict.

FURYIER: We express our love and deep concern for the People of
Lebacon, and offer our fervent pravers for an early

and lasting peace.

Philadelphia
July 9, 1275
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RESOLUTION

EUMAN RIGHTS IN CYPRNS, ALBANIA, LESANON
HUNGER, AND DECLINING MORALS IN OUR NATION
15 wi_ceil upon the World and Natioanal Councils of Churches, tha
Vatican, and the American Council of Jewish Synagogues, to
- concern themselves with suifering in Cyprus, Lebancn, Albania
ahd othar parts of the World where human rights and freedoms are
‘ruthlessly sqppressed or utterly denied and to.appeal strergly to
the Goverﬁmnnts of Turkey, United States, Britain and to the
Uniled Nations,
2. Ve call upon Orthodox and 211 Christisns to concern themselves
with hunger in the world as well as with the spiritual thirxst
of the woung, evidenced by their falling prey to pseudo-leadersl
vho pronise them a new and attractive faith and morality.
3. We call upon our Nation's political and religious leaders to keep
vigilance over the deciining morals of governmént and confidence in
the nation's leadership which have rendered dangerously widé

the gap between people and their leaders,

Philadelphia L Ly
July 9, 1976 -

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA, 10 East 79th Street. New York, N.Y. 10021 e (212) 628-2500
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RESOLUTION

PATRIARCH OF ETHIGPIA

We call upon the United Nations to demaﬁd the
immediute release from cusl;ody of Eis Holiness, Abuna
Thzophilos, the venerable Patriarch of the Ethicpian
Orthede Church, who has been deposed by the military

Governuwent of Ethiopia.

Philadelphia
July 9, 1976

GREEK ORTHODOX ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AND SOUTH AMERICA, 10 Zast 79th Street, New York, N.Y. 10021 e (212) 628-2500 _



DR. RDBERT GORDIS
150 WEST END AVENUE (APT. 24M)
NEW YORK, N, Y. 10023

Avgust 5, 1976

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, N, Y,, 10022

Dear Marc:

Thank you very much for your letter of July 30th and for sending me
a small selection of material dealing with your far-flung program of acti-

vity. 2

_ Fapnie and I were delighted to have you visit with us here at Chau-
tauqua. Perhaps this year you and I will be able to carry out our long
cherished desire to mcet and talk during the course of the year. I think
you would be interested in the entirely unexpected and highly sensational
presentation made by John Stoessinger to which I was called upcn by Ralph
to respond on 30 seconds notice, and :then for only a few moments., The
entire episode is of deep human interest. A whole series of letters ap-
peared in the Daily Chautauguan following the exchange. When and if we
are able to get together during the year, I would be happy to discuss its
implications, which go far beyond one individual, however gifted.

"Thank God, I was able to dispose of a good deal of proofreading on
the massive Commentary on Job, now in press, and complete a first rough®
draft of this new book on sex, love and marriage. There is still a long
road ahead, but at least the signposts have been set : up.

I hope you are enjoying your summer, and since the fall is already
whispering in the breeze, may I extend to you best wishes for a healthy,
happy and creative New Year, Veshalom al Yisrael. We need your energetic,
thoughtful and creative leadership for our people. Fannie joins me in
sending you our affectionate greetings.

Yours as ever,

Yoo

Robert Gordis

RG:tk




Walter M.Vetter |
Vice President §
Techniczal Services
212-397-3469 }

3 1345 Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10019 "

August 5,1976

Rabbi Mare H. Tanenbaum

Interreligious Affairs Department
American Jewish Committee

165 56th Street

New York, New York 10022

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum:

Thank you for accepting the invitation to deliver the invocation
at the keynote dinner of the Annual Membership Meeting of the
Television Bureau of Advertising.

The dinner will be held at the Shoreham Americana Hotel (Connecticut
and Calvert Streets) Washington,D.C. on November 9,1976. The recep-
tion will be in the Ambassador Room from 7:00PM to 8:00PM and the
Dinner will be in the Regency Ballroom from 8:00PM to approximately
to 10:30PM. You will be seated at the head table, At 7:50PM the
head table guests will line up in the reception area for a march
into the dining room.

Enclosed please find a list of our Board of Directors who will be
seated with you at the head table. The principal executives of
TvB are: Walter E. Bartlett, Chairman of the Board; Norman E.Cash,
Vice Chairman; Roger D. Rice, President.

I am also enclosing some information regarding The Television
Bureau, '

Thank you again for your kind acceptance. We look forward to seeing
you on November 9th. ;

Singerely,
rr P o
FJA/Z{V .'r .

Walter Vetter

WV:mb

enc.

cc: Roger Rice
George Huntington
Murray Gross




TELEVISION BUREAU OF ADVERTISING

BCARD OF DIRECTORS

*Jalter E. Bartlett (513 352-5900)
Exe, Vice President

Multimedia of Chio, Inc.

General anager

WLWT

140 Vest Ninth Street

Cincinnati, Chio 45202

Norman E. Cash (212 397-3464)
Vice Chairman

Television Bureau of Advertising
1345 Avenue of the Amoricas

Nev York, N.,Y. 1001y

Thomas B. Cookerly (202 686-3000)
General lanager

TMAL=-TV

4461 Connecticut Avenue, N,U.
Washington, D.C, 20008

Robert Dudley (212 682-2170)
President

The Mecker Company

521 Fifth Avenue

New York, MN.Y. 10017

William B. Faber (813 229-7781)
President

WFIA-TV

Box 1410, 905 Jackson Street
Tampa, Fla, 33601

David E. Henderson (401 751-5700)
President

The Outlet Company

176 Weybossett Street

Providence, R,I. 02903

Kenneth 4. Johnson (713 666-0713)
Vice President & General Manager
KIiRR-TV

3310 Bissonnet

Houston, Texas 77005

Hlovember 1975

Albert P. Rrivin (213 462-7111)
President

Hetromedia Television

5746 Sunset Blvd.

Los Angeles, Calif, 90028

James arino (212 764-7000)
President
RTVR, Inc.

1440 Broaduvay

New York, N.Y., 10019

Alfred 1. iasini (212 759-8787)
President

TeleRep, Inc.

919 Third Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022

James P, MeCann (212 644-0930)
President .

Top Market Television

437 Madison Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022

Bruce eGorrill (207 772-0181)
Station Mamager

VCEH-TV

579 Congress Street

Portland, ifaine 04101

D. Thomas Miller (212 .975-5858)
President

CBS Television Stations Division
51 West 52 Street

Iiewr York, N.Y. 10019

Wynn Nathan (212 555-7783)

Vice President, Worldwide Syndication

Time-Life Television
Time Life Buildiag
New York, W.Y. 10020

*Title change 6/14/76



Richard 4. 0'Leary (212 581-7777)
President

ABC Television Stations

1330 Avenue of the Americas

New York, N.Y. 10019

Thomas 1. Percer (205 539-5743)
Executive Vice President &
General lManager
WHNT=-TV

Box 19
Huntsville, Ala, 35804

C.P. Persons, Jr., (205 432-5505)
Executive Vice President &
General lanager

WKRG-TV

Box 2367

162 St. Louis Street

Mobile, Ala, 36601

Robert E. Rice (309 694-4351)
President & General lManager
WRAU-TV

500 North Stewart Street
Creve Coeur, Ill. 61610

Roger D. Rice (212 397-3460)
President

Television Bureau of Advertising
1345 Avenue of the Americas

New York, N.Y. 10019

James C. Richdale, Jr, (Resigned 2/76)
President & General Manager

KHOU-TV -

Box 11

Houston, Texas 77001

Marvin L. Shapiro (212 983-6500)
President-Station Group &
Executive Vice President

Group W-lestinghouse
Broadcasting Co,, Inc.

90 park Avenue

ew ank, N.¥Y. 10016

Norman E, Walt (212 997-4282)
President

leGrav-Hill Broadcasting Co., Inc,
1221 Avenue of the Americas

New York, N.Y. 10020

William G, Walters (212 826-6000)
President

Peters, Griffin, Woodwvard Inc.
277 Park Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10017

JLrthur A, Watson (212 247-8300)

Executive Vice President
NBC TV Stations Division
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, N,Y. 10020

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Walter E. Bartlett, Chairman
Norman E, Cash, Vice Chairman
Roger D. Rice, President

Alfred 1. Masini, Vice President
Marvin L., Shapiro, Secretary
Arthur A, Watson, Treasurer
Kenneth I, Johnson, Ex-officio




L___._._..u - e e e e bt il e i b e M et b o Bafaabi Al 2w bt . o © m ' eaL meen e me bl

68 THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

PARIS OFFICE: 30. Rue La Boetie, Paris &, France * Elysees £9-11, 83-63 + Cable: Wishcom, Pa:is

[P - W S, s LI T p—— -

Abraham Karlikow, European Direc

August 6, 1976.

Mark Tanenbaum .

AJC 7
165 East 56th Street .
New York - N.Y. 10022

Dear Mark:

As you know, I was prevented from preparing a report of

the Jerusalem meetings because of my health condition.

Now, when I am rapidly improving and returning to normal
activity, I have decided to prepare a short report out-
lining the essential features of these meetings, and which I
am enclosing herewith. Any comments on your part will be
greatly appreciated. -

I should also like to have your advice on the meeting that
the WCC is planning to organize among Orthodox Christians
and Jewish representatives. I understand that thus far no
selection has been yet made of the Jewish represematives,
for the reason that it is not easy to find persons who are
familiar with Orthodox theology.

In a previous communication I have informed you about the
forthcoming meetings with the WCC and the Vatican in Geneva
in Oxtober. However, there might be some difficulties =
with the Vatican represematives, for thus far no one was’
appointed to replace Father De Contenson and it is not clear
who is now responsible for the Vatican Office for Relations
with the Jews. I shall keep you informed of developments

as soon as they occur. '

I presume you are aware that some time ago the Pope had named
the Consultors for the Commission for Religious Relations
with Jews. They are:

Most Rev. Bernard Francis Law, Bishop of Springfidd-Cape Girardeamu
(Missouri, USA) Msgr. Pietro Rossano, Rev. Carlo Maria Martini,
S.J., Rev. Roger le Deaut, C.S.Sp, Rev. Ciemens Thoma, "S.V.D.

Rev. Marcel Dubois, OP., Rev. Umberto Porto, Prof. Tommaso Federici.

I am wondering what you know about Rev. Law. The two consultors
I know are first-rate experts on our subject. They are
Rev. Clemens Thoma who is teaching at a Catholic seminar

[0

ELMER L. WINTER, President m ) w BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-Presidert
RICHARD MAASS, Chairman, Board of Governors ® MAYNARD I. WISHNER, Chairman, National Executive Council ® THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, Board of Trustees ®
MORRIS H. BERGREEN, Treasurer ® EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Secretary ® GERARD WEINSTOCK, Associate Treasurer = Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM,
LOUIS CAPLAN, IRVING M. ENGEL, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, PHILIP E. HOFFMAN w Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, MRS. JACOB BLAUSTEIN, JACK A. COLDFARS,
ANDREW GOODMAN, EMERY E. KLINEMAN, JOSEPH KLINGENSTEIN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD = MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive Council
] MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer [ ] JOHN SLAWSON, Execulive Vice-President Emeritus [ Vice-Presidents: MRS. JAY S. BAUMANN, Westchester;
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JEROME L. GREENE, New York; LEONARD KAPLAN, Boston; DAVID LLOYD KREEGER, Washington, D.C.; RICHARD H. LEVIN, Chicago; ARNOLD H. UNGEAMAN, Tulsa ®




in Switzerland and Rev. Marcel Dubois, Professor of Medieval
Philosophy at the Hebrew University. He is very active

in the Issaia Center were Christian prayers are recited daily
in Hebrew; Professor Dubois delivers his lectures at the
Hebrew University in a rich and modern Hebrew.

v

All the very best.

Sincerely yours,

= { ‘7‘&'\

Zachariah Shuster
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Memorandum

To: Bert Gold
From:Zachariah Shuster

Subject: Jerusalem meetingé with the WCC and the Vatican.

The meetings held in Jerusalem at the end of February and
early March 1976 with representatives of the WCC and the
Vatican were of special significance for several reasons.
First, the program consisted of more than an exchange of
views for it included = joint religious experiences,
encounters with leaders of various faiths living in Israel
and conferences with)two Chief Rabbis and the Ministry of
Religious Affairs. | the

One experience which deeply impressed all participants was
the Sabbath spent at the religious Kibbutz Lavi, near
Tiberias. For the first time prominent Catholic and
Protestant clergymen joined representatives of Jewish

bodies in celebrating Sabbath services in a synagogue, had
the meals together with the people of the kibbutz, sang

the Sabbath songs with them and listened to the presenta-
tions of the kibbutz*explaining the religious and social
premises guiding the life of the kibbutz which was established
soon after the war of independence. This experience was for
most of Christian clergymen their first observation of Jewish
communal religious life. Another moving gathering was the
memorial ceremony; at Yad Vashem where prayers were recited

by Rabbi Lookstein and Father Marcel Dubois, Professor of
Medieval philosophy at the Hebrew University.

The Jerusalem meetings were also important for the reason that

on both sides serious attempts were made to deepen the ongoing
dialogue in the sense of coming to grips with fundamental problems
concerning the mature of these dialogues and also th make

them more comprehensive in the sense of widening the scope

of the discussions so as to include larger areas both of

religious topics proper and of general social problems.

L v
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Although the acute Middle East issues were not put on the
ggenda, they were indirectly reflected in most of the dis-
cussions. The Vatican representatives, for example, gave
elaborate explanations about the Catholic conference with
Moslem leaders at Tripoli, abaut which they were very apo-
logetic. Also, in the final statement issued by the inter-
national liaison committee between the Catholic Church and
Judaism, satisfaction was expressed with the '"repudiation

by various authorities of the Catholic Church of the reso- _
lution of tlke UN General Assembly equating Zionism with racism".

The meeting with the WCC

The meeting with representatives of the WCC took ptace

soon after the 5th World Assembly in Nairobi. It was imbued
by the new spirit prevailing there, a spirit which sought

to redress the balance between the various tendencies in the
World Council inrrecent years. Nairobi was a new landmark

in the relations between the Jewish bodies and the World
Council. Before Nafzobi Jewish representatives were appre-
hensive that the Assembly might follow extreme anti-Israel
positions which were advanced by affilisted Middle Eastern
churches and radical trends in the WCC. Because of this,
previous Jewish meetings with the WCC were full of tension and
there was even fear that the Assembly might endorse the UN
resolution on Zionism and racism. The leadership of the WCC
being aware of these Jewish apprehensions took two significant
steps in advance of the Nairobi Assembly.

One was a consultation called by the WCC in October 1975

with the participation of 40 delegates from Churches in
Africa and India, Europe and America. The theme of this
conference was '"Worldwide Christian responsibility in the
Middle East conflict". The conclusions of these consultations
were several recommendations to the World Assembly, some of
which were rather ambiguous but none of them were distinetly
and openly inimical to Ismel.

Much more important in preparing a favorable climate at the
Nairobi Assembly was the declaration of the general secretary
of the WCC, Dr. Philip Potter, on November X%, 1975 in which
he took a definite and unequivocal position against the UN
resolution equating Zionism and racism. Potter said in the
declaration that "Zionism is historically a movement engaged
in the liberation of tie Jewish people from oppression, including
racial oppression". "Zionism", he further said, "is a many-
faceted historical process which in the course of time gave .
expression to many strivings of the Jewish people and has been
understood and interpreted in various ways, but none of the
interpretations can be utilized to condemn Zionism as racism."

/O.l



This declaration helped to prepare a moderats atmosphere -
in Niarobi, where delegates of Churches affiliated with

the WCC tried to make positive contributions to the debates
on the Middle East.

Among the facdors contributing to this atmosphere is also
the increasing resistance of European Churches affiliated
with the WCC, and particularly the Protestant Churches in
Germany, to the Extreme-Leftist trends which have become"
influential in recent years within the WCC and which were
responsible for an increasing &nti-Israel attitude.

WCC leaders reported at the Jerusalem meeting that the
dedaration of -the General Secretary about Zinnism and racism
was virtually approved by the delegates of the Nairobi
Assembly although there was no formal vote. This declaration
thus represents the official position of the WCC.

The formal resolutions of the Assembly about the Middle
East conflict and Jerusalem call for negociations among the
contending parties to the conflict and with it urge that
conditions be created that would give Jerusalem the status
of a city accessible to all three religionms.

A most significant statement with regard to Christian-Jewish
encounter in Africa was made by Dean K. Stendhal. He
repoerted that the African Churches are more strongly rooted
in the 0l1d Testament and see a greater connection between
the 01d and New Testament, than Western Christiandom. Many
Christians in Africa aad also in India and in other Asiatic
countries, unlike their governments, do not consider Zionism
as racism but as being within the biblical context. When
they hear about Zionism they immediately associate it with
passages from the Psalms, the Prophets and the New Testament.
They take seriously the promise of the Land because they
themselves have a deep attachment to the soil. For them, the
Holy Land, Jerusalem, and the Jewish people belong together.

The major practical achievements of the meeting with the WCC
in Jerusalem was clarification of future relationships.

With regard to general purposes, both sides agreed that they
are :

1) Deepening mutual understanding and saring concerns

2) Combatting prejudices and preventing misconceptions

3) Seeking to improve the conditions for living together
in the new context of a wider community.

,Ill



Concerning the lavels of encounter it was agreed that the
objectives should be to imerpret to each other the religious
view of each community on fundamental issues; to exchange
informations on political and social issues, to develop
greater comprehension of the need for continued Christian-
Jewish dialogue. 3 : -

It was further agreed that the responsibility for relations
shall be carried by a liaison and planning comrittee desi-
gnated by the WCC and IJCIC. 1In addition there will be
from time to time onsultations of scholars and experts desi-
gnated by the liaison committee.

In con¢lusion, it can be aaid that the Jerusalem meeting with
the WCC made an end, at least for the forseable future,

to the strained relations that have existed in recent years
and that the WCC elevated the dialggue with the Jews to a
more central, prominent level within its general structure.

The World Council of Churches delegation consisted of Dr.
Stanley Samartha, Chairman; Dr. Ellen Flessman-van Leer;
Dr. Fazanz von Hammerstein; Professor Krister Stendhal;
Dr. Lukas Visscher. Joining them was Archbishop Shahe
Ajamian, member of the WCC Central Committece.

Meeting with the Vatican

The main subject of the consultation with the Vatican repre-
sentatives was zan assessment of major developments in Catholic-
Jewish relations since the publication of the declaration by
Vatican Council¥on the relations of the Church with Judaism.

An extensive paper on this topic was presented by Henri Siegman
Vice President of the Synagogue Council of Americam in it,

he analyzed the new Catholic approach to Judaism in terms of
its own self-understandinpg and elaborated the different manner
in which the two parties came to the dialogue =-- the Jewish
historical approach, as compared to the more theological
emphasis by Catholics. He streesed the need for Christians

to consider the history of Anti-Semitism, its causes and
consequences and the responsibility invalved.

He also analyzed the importance of understanding by Christians
of the role of the land of Israel in Jewish relfgious thoughts.
This paper was received warmly by all participants who consider
it as the beginning of an attempt to deeply comprehend the
nature of the Christian-Jewish dialogue and its implications.
It is assumed that further discussions on this subject will
develop at future meetings with the Vatican representatives.

/..l



The meeting expressed satisfaction over the disavowal of

the Holy See at the two anti-Israel passages in the declara-
tion:of the Islamic-Christian dialogue in Tripoli in February
Under the auspices of the apostolic delegate, a special meeting
took place between the lizison committee and representatives
of all Catholic communities in Israel at the Ecumenical Ins-
titute at Tantur. 8 : o

Bishop Ramon Torcella, Vice President of the Secretariat for
the Promotion of Christian Unity, and Rabbi Joseph EKockstein,
underli_ned, at the end of the meeting, the particular
warmth and friendship which marked the three days consulta-
tion in Jerusalem, and the common determination to pursue

the objectives and goals of hhe liaison committee.

The Catholic participants at the Meeting were:

H.E. Mgr. Ramon Torrella, Chairman; H.E. Mgr. Francis

J. Mugavero, Bishop of Brooklyn; Fr. P.M. De Contenson, O.P.
Vatican Commission for Religious Relations with Judaism;

Fr. Bernard Dupuy, O.P. Secretary, French Bishops' Committee
for Relations with Judaism; Fr. Marcel Dubois, P.P., Superior
House St. Issaie, Jerusalem,Consuffant of Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews; Fr. Edward Flanmery,
Secretary, Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of the
‘U.S. National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington.

The Jewish delegation at both meetings consisted of:

Rabbi Joseph L&okstein, Chairman; Messrs, Bernard Resnikoff

and Zachariah Siuster, American Jewish Committee; Dr. E.L. Ehrlich
rddDDr, Joseph Lichten, B'nai B'rith Anti Defamation League;
Professor Shemaryahu Talmon and Zvi Werblowsky, Jewish Council

in Israel for Interreligious Consultations; Rabbis Balfour,
Brickner and Henry Siegman, Synagogue Council of America;

and Dr. Nathan Lerner and Dr. Gerhart Mr.Riegner, World Jewish
Congress. Abe Karlikow attended both meetings as an advise.

cc: M. Tanenbaunm
M. Fine



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date
to
from

subject

August 9, 1976
Marc Tanenbaum

Selma Hirsh

Please note the minutes attached--especially the under-
lined sections.

Qur committee has met twice and plans to have one more
meeting before our entire Staff Organization Development ses-
sion on September 16th.

For our next meeting, we must have the material you were
asked to provide as described in the minutes, namely, a brief
listing of three programs of varying degrees of importance which
you plan to undertake during the coming year. Do not designate
the degree of importance you attach to any of them.

Since these are already several weeks late, we would ap-
preciate your prompt cooperation.

Many thanks.

SH:MRG
Attach.
cc Bertram H. Gold

WNPURJO DL



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF THE AFTERNOON SESSION OF STAFF ORGANIZATION DEVELOPMENT CONSULTATION
JUNE 10, 1976

Submitted by: Philip Shamis

MAX BIRNBAUM opened the afternoon session by noting that the morning
discussions indicated some distrust of each other among staff with many
concerned about "turf invasion." This concern could be because some staff
have broad general responsibilities while others have specific assigned
areas and, thus, vested interests, for carrying out AJC's programs. For
carrying on the work of the Staff Organization Development group, it was
agreed that a "task force" of four to six, without vested functional
programs interests, should be designated to assess and redefine current
program criteria and program priorities based upon such criteria. This
group would set up an operational set of criteria, six to seven, weigh
them, and apply them to a sample number of program areas--one or two
from each program department. The results would then be distributed
and discussed by SOD.

To test this process, BERT GOLD suggested that program department
heads submit three programs without designation of degree of importance,
including one with high degree and one with lTow degree of importance which
this group would assess against the criteria they developed.

The group designated to carry out the proposal consisted of Will Katz,
Milton Himmelfarb, Bill Trosten, Eleanor Katz and Selma Hirsh. The group
was to have a report ready by the end of July which Max Birnbaum would re-
view and have available at the next SOD session. The assignment for the
group was to determine a set of operational criteria, weigh them, and apply
them to three objectives from each program area. In submitting their pro-
grams, the program departments would prepare two to three-sentence descrip-
tions of the objectives of three programs. The programs submitted could be
those currently -being carried -out. The group in its valuation would disregard
current or past program priority and review each as if the program was just
starting. ;

WILL KATZ proposed that we now use the Likert questionnaire for a study
of staff relationships. This had been deferred until after wage negotiations
were completed. It was agreed that copies of the questionnaire should again
be distributed to members of the group to help them decide whether any fur-
ther use was to be made of it.

BERT GOLD suggested that there be an in-depth valuation of all program
departments every three years with two being reviewed each year. He de-
scribed the current procedures in use by the Budget Committee, noting that
budget subcommittees of two-members would continue to intensively review
the priorities of each department. As the Budget Committee would begin
reviewing the 1977 AJC budget the latter part of September 1976, depart-
mental budgets must be prepared before then. In addition to the fiscal
budget, a short narrative was to be submitted describing all desired
changes in program.



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

date August 15, 1976

. to Marc Tanenbaum
from M. Bernard Resnikoff

subject

The August 11 issue of the Jerusalem Post carried a 1ittle story to the
effect that the rabbis of Johannesburg have criticized showing the film
“The Hiding Place" which they describe as "a cunningly effective Chris-
tian missionary ploy." .

In the Tight of this, I would welcome your advice on how to proceed with
the Billy Graham organization which has turned to this office to help
plan at least a private, if not a public, showing of this film in the fall.

With thanks for your help and with kind regards,

MBR/f : W
cc: Mgrris Fine
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August 16, 1976

" Dear Morton, _

I'h a mémber of a Jewish Community Center committee
here,'caSting about for a speaker for an annual
program ﬁhich takes place in the fall.- T suggested

-- urged, actually -- the.name of Marc_Taﬁnenbaﬁm.

So I was assigned the job of finding out whether he
is available. I'm making the query through you,
because I can't do the actual inviting —- only

learn whether he is available.

The date is open; the.committee is willing to set

it at Tannenbaum's convenience. The program, now
in its 12th year (it-may be a bit older than that),
is in tribute to the memory of a local man who was

a fulltime distinguished architect and an even
fullertime wit, besides being a leading Jew: Sigmund
Braverman. His widow, Libbie, is -- as I'm sure you

know -- equally renowned as an educator.

So will you ask =-- and let me know?
Cordially,

.i
Atrtihhur Weyne
2385 Warrensviliz Center Poad
Universily Heights, Ghio - 44118
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. COilege HOUGHTON, NEW YORK 14744

thinded on the Rock

President

-

August 16, 1976

_Interreligious Affairs
The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street <
New York, NY 10022

Dear Friends:
The first issue of the Interreligious News-

letter and the other materials were received
with gratitude.

I want to notify you of a change of add-
ress for any mail that is to be sent to me
personally and not just to Houghton College.
Effective almost immediately, my address will
be 25 Pine Crest Place, Brandon, Mississippi 39042,
I will be a Professor of Biblical Literature at
Wesley Biblical Center, a graduate theological
seminary, with mailing address of P. 0. Box
4274, Jackson, MS 39216.

Cordially,
Wilber Dayton

WTD/mw



CHAUNCEY BELKNAP PATTERSON, BELKNAP & WEBB

JOHN V. DUNCAN

b e 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA
THOMAS THACHER
ROBERT S.POTTER NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020

LAWRENCE B. MORRIS,JR.
ROBERT P. PATTERSON,JR.
JOHN P. PERSONS

ROBERT B. SHEA TELEPHONE!:{212) 541-4000 WILLIAM L.CARY
ROBERT M. PENNOYER COUNSEL
FRANKLIN E.PARKER CABLE ADDRESS: CURTISITE

CRAIG B.ERIGHT

HERBERT H. CHAICE TELEX:423897 PBW VI

CHRISTOPHER G.STONEMAN
JOEL L.CARR

ROBERT D. SACHK

D.ROBERT OWEN

ROBERT H. M. FERGUSON

ARTHUR H, KROLL August 18 7 1976

STEPHEN W. SCHWARZ
JANE B. JACOBS
ROBERT J. EGAN

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street
New York, New York
Dear Marc:
What do you know about this? What can be done
about it?
And what is AJC's position regarding this

relationship.

Enclosure
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE

Institute of Human Relations
165 EAST 56 TH STREET NEW YORK 22, N.Y.

PARIS OFFICE YW S
30, rue La Boétie ‘
Paris VIII*

August 18, 1976,

Memorandum

To: Bert Gold

From: Zachariah Shuster _
Subject: Forthcoming Inter-religious meetings in Geneva.

Here is some further information cancerning the three inter-
religious meetings that are being planned to take place in
Geneva this fall. As matters stand now, the Jewish group will
first meet by itself on October 18, for the purpose € trying to
reach a concensus on the issues that might comewp at the meetings
with the WCC, the Orthodéx Christian group and the Vatican
representatives on the following days.

1) The formal meeting of the Steering Committee consisting -

of representatives of the WCC and Jewish organizations will -

take place on Tuesday, October 19. A suggestion was made that

an extra session be held with members of the Commission of the
Churches on International Affairs, the WCC unit which deals
primarily with international political problems. It is felt that
such a meeting might be utilized for a discussion of the Middle
East situation, including developments in Lebanon.

(On the subject of Lebanon, it is interesting to note that the
unofficial WCC attitude, although not expresseddirectly and
openly, is that the crisis there is not a religious conflict.

Reports from WCC circles indicate that the Chuwches in Lebanon
are very much divided on the basic issues, The Greek Orthodox
Church has usually taken a pro-Palestinian stand, while the
Armeniansand Syriac Churches try to keep out from the conflict.
The Maronites, which are the only Catholic group in Syria are,
as it is well known, opposed to the Palestinians in the present
conflict,) '

3

- As indicated in my previous memo on these meetings the major
task of the Steering Committee with the WCC is to agree on a
program for the larger consultation which is scheduled to be
held in 1977. The suggestion was made that one of the topics
to be proposed at the October gathering for discussion at the
1977 meeting be the problem of religious liberty, which came up
very prominently at the Sth WCC World Assembly in. Nairobi and at
the current session of the WCC Central Committee,



"Vatican representatives.

:-undecided, but it might probably be held in Jerusalem.

‘5. .
I have made some suggestions with regard to specific aspects
of this problem for discussion both with the WCC and the

El

Consideréng however that this subject has many ramifications
and deserves fuller treatment, I am planning to deal with

it in a special report which will be forwarded to you withing
a few days.

A suggestion was made that at the meeting with the WCC the
Jewish representtivespropose that the WCC prepare guidelines
on Christian-Jewish relations, along the same lines as. the
Vatican guidelines that were made public last year.

The WCC proposed to establish a working group on ecology.:

This was agreed upon by our side. The WCC already appointed
the following three persons:

- 1. Professor 0dil Hannes Steck, professor of 0ld Testament : :

in Mainz, formerly Hamburg. ”

2. Dr. Christian Link, a physicist, philosopher and syste-
maticeEt theologian in Heidelberg, whose first scientific
work was on creation. .

3. Prof. S.L. Bonting, who is a professor of biochemistry -
at the Catholic university of Nijmegen and an Anglican '
priest as well.

From the Jewish side the following two names were suggested for }
the time being: ‘ :

1. Professor Hartman of the Hebrew University
2. Professor Weiss, professor of natural science and historlan. 1

Another persdn"has”still'to‘be'suggeéte&; The WCC proposes that.
the meeting of this working group take place either the first |
week of January 1977 or at the end of February. The place is stigl ,

R) As indicated in my previous memo the WCC agrced to arrange

for the first time a consultation with representatives of the
Orthodox Church. This consultation will consist of four expert-
theologians from each side and will take place on October 20. The
agenda of this consultation would probably include the following
topics:

- i

1. A discussion of the recent address of Msgr. Damaskinos, a
prominent representative of the Orthodox Churcq, on the "fbsolutist
claims of both religions, Christianity and Judasm, and the need -
for a dialogue among them." -

2. Which theological and historical questions are important
for a better Orhodox Christian-Jewish understanding? :

3. What are the reasons for difficulties between the ﬁwo
communities? _ ; ;




4., What kind .of cooperation is possible on different levels
in different areas?’ ;

Thus fir no selection has been made of the Jewish representatives
at this consultaion. The only one invited up to now is Rabbi
Rosen from Romania for the reason that there is a substantial
Jewish community living side by side with Orthodox Christian.

Nothing definite has been yet fixed with regard to the planned
meeting with the Catholics. For the time being there is no

candidate to replace Father De Contenson., It is possible, howwver,
that Msgr. Torrella, Vice President for the Secretati¥at for Christian
Unity and Msgr. Moeller, will agree to come. In that case the
meeting with them will take place Friday, October 22nd.

cc: M, Tanenbaum
- N. Fine

-}
3
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s August 19, 1976

Memorandum : ' | .

To: Bert Bold
From: Zachariah Shuster 5 ;i

SUb]: Religious liberty &nd the WCC.

The problem of religious liberty throughout the world but

particularly in communist countries has moved into the center

of passionate discussions at various forums of the World

Council of Churches in the course & recent months. This subject
which has been lying dormant for many years within the WCC --

because of its heterogeneity, and primarily for the reason that

‘the Russian Orhodox Church, as one of the major WCC affilizxes,

either passively or actlvely blocked any efbrt to deal in a
fundamental way with conditions of religious life in the USSR
and other communist countries ~-- is now confronting the WCC in
a clear and unequivocal manner,

The major reasons for this radical shift are, first, the

Helsinki Accord which in its Final Act promises that "'The parti-
cipating states will respect human rights and fundamental
freedoms, including freedom of thought, conscience, religion

or belief for all, without distinction as to race, sex, language
or religion..." This was a stimulus to many in the Western world
to raise the subject of religious freedom, at least among the

35 signatory states, to which belong all commun1st reglmes in
Europe.

The other reason was a general rehalancing of forces and trends
that is begnhiing to take place within the WCC. The Western .
Churches have developed in recent years a serious critical atti-
tude towards the WCC for its choice of interest on the contem-
porary political and social world scene. While the WCC, it is claimed,
has peen giving more and more attention &nd assistance to rebelious
and guerilla nationalist movements in various parts of the world,

it has bemn relatively inactive with regard to some of its 1n1t1a1
basic responsibilities, and especially to the preservation of
religious freedom. In rearranging the order of priorities at

the S5th World Assembly of the WCC in Nairobi, the enttee field

of religious freedom has come to the fore and has been already
dealt with at two important gatherings subsequent to the Natiobi

Assembly.
i. 3 ,.ll_
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Obviously, this matter is of great significance to our own' concerns
for many of the stetuggles conducted on behalf of Jewish communities
in various areas and, particularly with regard to their right to
exercise their .religious end cultural traditions, are directly or
indirectly related to the concept of religious freedom. The most
striking example is the range of problems concerning the Jewish
community in the USSR, which is deprived of most of the necessary
facilities to develop an active communal existence. The involvement
of such a significant international body as the WCC with problems
of religious freedom in its various aspects, will inevitably have

an impact on our own preoccupations and activities in the coming
years. ] ¥ 5 ok

@n this connection I should like to point out that in a recent
exchange of views with members of IJCIC on the subjects to be discassed
~at the forthcoming meetings with the WCC and the Vatican in Geneva,
I have proposed that we should suggest for discussion some aspects
of religious freedom at the meetings that are scheduled to take
place in 1977. 1 shall set forth the substance of my suggestions
at the end of this paper).

To come back to the WCC discussions we must first refer to the
debate that took place at the 5th Assembly in Nairobi on the
Helsinki Ageement. After lenghy debate the Assembly adopted a
resolution which contiined the request to the General Secretary

to see to it "That the question of religious liberty be the subject
of intensive consultation with the member churches in the signatory
states of the Helsinki Agreement." Following the Nairbbi Assembly,
Mr. Philip Potter, the General Secreary of the WCC, sent out a
questionaire to member churches asking them to express their views
on the application of the Helsinki Act. Subsequently, the WCC has
arranged a colloquium on the Churches' role in the application of
the Helsinki Agreement. .

This colloquium took place in Montreux, Switzerland, on July 24-28
with the participation of some 30 representatives of member churches
in countries which were signatories of the Helsinki Agreement.

In the final document of this colloquium there is a reminder of the .
Ecumenical definition of religious liberty as formulated by the WCC
S5th Assembly which says: "By religious freedom, we mean the fieedom
to have or to adopt a religion or belief of one's choice, and the
freedom, either individually or in community with others, in public
or private, to manifest one's religion or belief in worship, obser-
vance, practice and teeching."

Among the recommendations made by the colloquium, are the following:
1. The WCC should explese how best to make known to the 1977
Belgrade Review Conference (reviewing the Helsinki Accord) the
concerns expressed by the WCC.

2. That the WCC and its member churches should contribute to the
realization of the Helsinki Final Act in all its aspects.

At the meeting of the Central Committee of the WCC on August 10-18
in Geneva, which was the first gathering of a WCC Executive body
after Nairobi, Mr. Philip Potter delivered a major report on
consultations regarding the role of the churches in the signatery

/oau
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states on the applicatiéin of the Helsinki Agreement. He dwelt

at length on the complexities of the problems but it was obvious
that he-was trying to avoid taking a definite stand on the actual
conditions of religious life in communist countries. As a matter
of fact even at Nairobi, there was a strong opposition on the
part of the representatlves of the Russian Orthodox Church to
any action, 1nvestlgat1ve or otherwise, on the situation in
various countries, What the general secretary of the WCC proposed
was to establish some general machinery for observation of the
application;of”heafr1nc1p1es of religious liberty in various
countries and urged a demand ofion the member churches to take a
vigileant interest in ths subject. s ok

‘At this time it is very d1ff1cu1t to predict what practical
results will be achieved intthe near future. It should be
mentioned that the Russian Orthodox Chuech has succeeded in
Nairobi in having appointed one of their representatives as one
- of the six Vice-President of the WCC. : -

It should also be noted that immediately before the meeting

- of the Central Committee of the WCC in-Geneva a report was issued
on religious libeérty in the Soviet Union by three fFroups which

are not an integral part of the WCC, but close to it. This

report is entitled "A post Nairobi documentation" and the groups
which sponsored it are Keaston College, Kent, England; Faith in

the Second World, Zurich, Switzerland and Inter-AcademlcaI Institute
for M1551olog1ca1 and Ecumenical Research, Holland. The major
points in this report with regard to the USS S.R. are:

1. Registration of every association of believers, which is
compulsory, is understood not as an act of recognition but as
permission for it to exist. "In other words, not merely does
the legislation not garantee freedom for religious societies

to exist, and be founded, but actually declares them outside the
law." : =

'ZQ;Religiéﬁs societies are deprived of property rights..."

3. Missionary and cultural activities are forbidden which means,
- that in practice, evengelisation is banned.

4, The educational system is discriminatory so "that the believing
citizen commits a crime..."if he holds conversation on a religious
topic not only with his own children but, at the parents' request,
with the grandchildren, mneces and nephews, or the children of his
friends and neighbours..."

It must be said that the Central Committee of the WCC and Philip
Potter in his major report had a most difficult task before them.
On the one hand the WCC, under the pressure of the Western Churches
and the stimulus of the Helsinki Agreement, had to face the vital
problem of religious liberty in communist countries, while on the
other hand they had to compromise with the pressures from the
communigt countries and with the desire not to bring about a split
within the large body of diverse churches affiliated to the WCC.

J ,ao-



For the time being there is no practical outcome of these

discussions, bu@ one should not minimize the fact that the

WCC has finally come around to recognize in a rather sharp

:ay the existence of this problem and the need to deal with
t. « 1 * ) =

N f & &. @ e

Note = . . -
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In anticipationnof the forthcoming meetings of IJCIC with
representatives of the WCC: and the Vatican in October in
Geneva, I have proposed to our IJCIC partners that we suggest
for future consultations an analytic interpretation of the
concept of religious liberty, with particular emphasis on its
application in concrete expressions of communal religious 1life,
In a memorandum-to the members of IJCIC I said:

'The concept has been in the past-war period incorporated as

a fundamental principle in various international declarations
and covemants dealing with human rights. However, to my know=-
ledge, there has not yet developed a definite, and comprehen-
sive analysis of this abstract principle in terms of the actual
realéties in the life of various religions throughout the
world.

This principle is obviously interrelated with basic issues
involving relations between Church and states, These issues
have been far from settled in most countries. For exmmple,
Catholics and Orthodox Jews in the U.S. have been urging for
quite some time that parachial schools should be supported by
public funds and no final resolution has been yet arrived at.
There are similar problems which need clarification and I think
the Central religious bodies should be the first to attempt

to crystalize among themselves.their views on this entire area.

From the perspective of our own coneerns this concept presents
special problems which need analysis first on our own part

and then in joint discussion with our Christian partners.

What is the nature of religious expression? Is it the practice
of strictly religious rituals or the expression of the entire
culture, within which religion is a part? To give one drastic
example. FThen we come to the USSR or other commuiist regimes
with the request that facilities be provided to Jewish communities
for the teaching of the Hebrew language and Jewish history, in
the name of what pprinciple are we asking for these things? 1Is
Hebrew primarily the language of Jewish religious practice or,
as the communist regimes might claim, the language of a national
culture limited to a territorial entity? Is the-teachingof-

] ,
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Is the teaching of Jewish history directly related to the
understanding and practice of Jewish religion, or is it part
of a national culture? Similar problems might exist with

regard to other religions. Are public processions of Catholics

and Orthodox religions a necessary part of their religious
liberty, or should they be considered as actions regulated
by public order? ,

And what about the observance of religious holidays? Can
one claim that under the principle of religious liberty Jews
and Seven-Days-Bdve¢ntists be exempted from work on Saturday?
Should Jews in public institutions, hospitals, prisons, army
be legally entitled to receive kosher food?

dn: conclusivnn:The concern of WCC with ‘the principle and
application of religious freedom is a positive development
and will have to be followed closely in terms of our own
‘interests in the life of Jewish communities in various parts
of the world. It will also have to be our task of deepening
the comprehension of religious freedom as expressed in the
manifold realities of communal life.

cc: M. Tanenbaum
M. Fine



ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT

August 19, 1976  *

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street

New York, N.Y. 10022

- Dear Harc'

Enclosed is an a.ri_f.cle that recently came out in SIDIC. I
thought you might like it for your files, since it concerns largely the
AJC textbook studies. The story behind it is somewhat interesting. As
you may notice, it does not mention my own study at all. I had written
it for SIDIC some years ago, before I found out that I shouldn't publish
anything related to my dissertation until it was accepted by N.Y.U. So
I asked Cornelius Rijk to hold off publishing it until after I got the
degree. He did. In the meantime I forgot that I had written it, so that
I never got around to updating it, which is probably just as well I suppose.
But it is kind of a surprise to open a journal and fixnd an article by
oneself that one had forgotten all about! : :

Secondly, and more importantly, an update on negotiations with
Paulist press for the book: They like it and want to publish it. And
they are flying Cathie and I into N.Y. for a meeting on Sept. 9 to discuss
it. They do have some revisions in mind. From what they said over the
phone, I got the impression that they didn't want even the one chapter
on the dissertation that I did put into the final outline. I guess they
feel it's too heavy for the type of readers they want to attract. I'm not
sure, but I will know be‘ttezj on Sept. 9.

Cathie and I will be staying in N.Y. until Sunday the 11th.
Perhaps I could meet with you and/or Judy to discuss what you think we
should do if they do decide to cut out the textbook study section? I am
sending a copy of this to Judy (who is scheduled to return after Labor Day),
in case you are still on sabbatical and this does not reach you.

I must admit to finding the situation rather replete with irony,
since it was the textbook study that started the negotiations with Paulist
in the first place. Oh well., It'shktill a good book, I tell myself, even
without that chapter. And I'm sure other vehicles for publishing the results
of the study can be found. : - :

Shalom!

cc. Judy Banki

Dr. Eugene J. Fisher
. Head, Section for Adult and
Catechist Formation

ARCHDIOCESE OF DETROIT

RELIGIOUS EDUCATIGN OFFICE
19711 Hawthorne, Detroit, Michigan 48203 ® 313/891-5577
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Two decades ago, the American Jewish Committec
initiated a series of projects aimed at cvaluating text,

sooks used in the religious cducation of Catholics,

Protestants and Jews.  LEducational specialists of each
faith were to direct the study of their own materials
to answer the question of whether or not these texts
could in any way be said to promote inter-group prejudice.

Dr. Bermard D. Weinryb of Diopsic College (Phil-
adelphia) conciuded from his study® of 200 works that
while the Jewish material tended to make very little
mention of non-fewish groups (only 14 per cent as
apposed to 50-80 per cent for Christinn  materials),
almost no ncgative views were expressed.

Dr. Bernhard Olson of Yale supervised the FProtestant
sell-study of some 120,000 texts and lesson plans, con-
cluding ‘to a dismayingly high pecreentage of anti-Jewish
and cven anti-Semitic material.

Fr. Trafford Maher, S.J. of St. Louis University
dirccred the Catholic study, which eventually produced
three cxcellent but unpublished doctoral dissertations.?
These studics too revealed rather. strong anti-Semitic

) ' Bernard D. Weinryb and Danicl Garnick, « Sum-

mary of Findings: The Dropsie College Study of Jewish
Textbooks » (New York: The American Jewish Com-
mirtee).

¢ The unpublished dissertations for St. Louis Univer-
sity arc: Sr. M. Rita Mudd, FSCP, lutergroup Relations
in Social Studies Curriculum, 1961; Sr. M. Linus
Gleason, CSJ, Intergronp Rclations as Revealed by
Content Analysis of Literature Textbooks Used in Catholic
Sccondary Schools, 1958; Sr. Rose Thering, OP, Potcential
in Religions Textbooks for Dcveloping a Realistic Self-
Coincept, 1961.

3 John T. Pawlikowski, OSM, Carechetics and
Prejudice: How Catholic Teaching Materials View Jews,
Protestants and Racial Minorities (New York: Paulist
Press, 1973).

1 Ibid., pp. 9-10.

® Bernhard E. Olson, Faith and Prejudice (Yale
University Press: New Haven, 1963).

PERSPECTIVES

bhristian Teaching and Judaism

Eucene Frsuer

sentiments in literatire, social studics and religion texts
used in Catholic schools, in almost all ways parallel to
thosc discovered by Olson.

Significantly, the first major published report of these
Catholic studies appeared only in the spring of 19733
Fr. Pawlikowski, who authored the thirteen-year tardy
publication, gives an indication of the rcason for the
delay when he points out that the decision to leave the
study cf the religion texts to the last was dcliberately
made: « The wproject directors were concerned at the
time that criticism of religious texts, which in Sister
Thering’s words had achieved a kind of “sanctity by
associaticn”, might outrage many Catholics.... Here
we have a reflection of the mind-sct of the pre-Vatican
1I Church...»?

FE

Bernhard Qlson's classic study ® of the trcatment of
Jews and Judaism in American/Protestant textbooks is
now thiricen years old. That study produced some
disquicting reports on the level of anti-Jewishness which
then prevailed. The findings pointed to theological as
well as social castigation of the Jews. Judaism was
portrayed in the texts studied as a dead religion and a
fossilized way of life. Judaism at the time of Jesus was
scen as a degeneration of the vitality of the « Hebrew
rcligion » of the patriarchs and prophets.  An empty
legalism, attributed to the Pharisces, was scen as having
replaced the covenant-response in the hearts of the
people. Jesus and his disciples were treated as if they
were « somchow not Jews ». And the blood guilt and
collective guilt theorics had not, by the late 1950's, been
totally abandoned as a bastion of Christian orthodoxy.

Dr. Tisher bas a doctorate in Hebrew Culture from
New York University. He teaches biblical Hebrew at
St. Jobu's Seminary, Flymouth, Michigan, and is a
Consultant for Teacher-Training for the Archdiocese of
Detroit.
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Olson’s report came out at a time when the ceumcuical
movement was reaching its peak in the consciousness of
American Christians, and -just two vears before Vatican
1U's formal (if weakened) rejection of anti-Semitism « at
any time and from any source » gave impetus to Catholic/
Jewish dialogue® The cmotions of the moment thus
pave rise to quite reasonable hopes of improvement in
relicion texts in this country. The question is: did this
in fact occur?

In 1968 the American Jewish Committee sponsored
a project by the Presbyterian scholar, Gerald S. Strober,
to answer this question.  Strober studied approximately
3000 lessons put out by twelve denominations. The
resultant document was issued in the fall of 1972.
Designed principally as a follow-up to the Olson study,
the Strober Report? gives the dishecartening news that
a whole decade of effort by numerous people has resulted
in little, if any, change in the basic tenor of Christian
teaching about the Jews and Judaism.

The findings indicate that the treatment of these ®
themes is likely to be negative although there are
lessons which modify this general tendency. These
findings, while based on American Protestant publi-

cations, arc consistent with recent analysis of texts

used in Roman Catholic schools in French, Italian
and Spanish speaking countries.?

® Nostra Actate, No. 4. English translation, sce:
\W.I1. Abbot, ¢d., The Documents of Vatican 1I (New
York: America Press, 1966), p. 667. The phrase
originally read « deplores and condemns », but the latter
(and stronger) term, usually  reserved for matters of
formal heresy, was dropped on the grounds that John
XXIII had asked the Council to avoid any formal heresy
charges.

" Gerald S. Strober, Portrait of the Elder Brother:
Jews and Judaism in Protestant Teaching Materials
(New York: American Jewish Committee/National
Council of Christians and Jews, 1972).

& These themes include « Judaism, Jesus and his
Jewish contemporaries, the Pharisees, Jewish rcjection
of Jesus as Messiah, the crucifixion, and the first century
relationship betwcen Jews and Christians », according to
Strober in a paper presented at the National Congress
of Religious Lducation, « Current Themes in Christian
Edl;cation and Judaism » (Miami, October 29, 1971),
p- 3.

® lbid., pp. 3-4. The French and Italian studies
referred to are: Houtart and Giblet, Les Juifs dans la
catéchése (Louvain: Centre de Recherches Socio-reli-
gieuses, 1969) and Klincberg, Tentori and others, Reli-
gione ¢ pregindizio (Rome: Pro Deo TFree International
University, Sperry Center, 1968). The former concluded
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The Churches, it would scem, have donec almost
nothing to implement cven those sporadic statements
which have emanated from their respective high places.
(It may not be coincidental, in view of this, to point
out that Isaac’s classic challenge to Christian education,
Jésus et Israél [1948] was not translated into English-
.until 1971, almost a quarter of a century later!) ' )

While many of the more blatantly anti-Semitic for-
mulations of Christian doctrine have been re-phrased,
Strober points out, the essence of the anti-Judaic polemic
which was begun by the early Fathers of the Church
is still intact in Christian teaching materials and therefore
presumably in the teachers. Strober concludes that:

the weight of lessons continues a negative portrait
of Jewish religion and life, perpetuates distortion
and stereotypes, inhibits progress in the develop-
ment of a relationship of respect between Chris-
tians and Jews and provides a theological under-
girding which can act +to legitimatize racial,
sociological, political and economic manifestations
of anti-Jewish prejudice."

This statement is a frightening one, for it shows that
despite Auschwitz and Dachau, the Christian Churches
have failed to come to grips with their own traditions
and histories. Indeed, onc could say that Christianity
has yet to encounter its own mystery and self-definition
in terms of the Holocaust, which it must do if it is to
maintain any resemblance to what could reasonably be
called an assembly (ecclesia) of the followers of Christ.
The anti-Judaic polemic is intricately bound up with
the decpest of Christian thinking. This means that we
as Christians are not so much faced with a « Jewish
problem » in our catechesis as a result of the Holocaust.
Rather, we arc faced with a « Christian problem » the
resolution of which will entail a re-working of our own
sclf-definition. Honest Jewish/Christian dialogue today
will, I belicve, necessitate the formulation of a whole
new ccclesiology on the part of the Churches. We
Christians have traditionally defined ourselves negatively
(i.c. by stressing how we are not like the Jews). The
Flolocaust, and our failure to react to it in a Christian

that French catechetical materials tend to use Jews to
« serve as foils for contrast with a Christian attitude ».
The latter reveals « a high incidence of hostility toward
Jews», Both point out a tendency toward viewing
Catholicism as « the ‘only faith depository of divine
revelation »,

10 Jules Isaac, Jesus and Isracl (New York: Holt,
Rinchart and Winston, 1971). For review and com-
mentary on the significance of the work, see E.H.
Flannery, « Jesus, Isracl and Christian Renewal », Journal
of Ecumenical Studies, 1X:1 (Winter 1972), pp. 74-93.

I Strober, « Current Themes », op. cit., p. 5.




et

p o Lpe N meeEe e
Pk ‘

P Mg o

_,__.,.,,‘___H.._._._~

manner, have shown the bankruptcy of that ncgative
sclf-definition.  Ultimately, we will nced not so much
a «theology of Judaism»'? as a new theology of
Christianity in the light of a mature and honest theology
of Judaism.,

The statistics given by Strober on the treatment of
modern Jewish history in Christian texts bear out the
view that Christianity has vet to deal with the impli-
cations of these cvents. Only six of the 3000 lessons
even mention the IHolocaust, Hitler's penocidal attempt
to exterminate the Jews of Europe. Only four attempt
a description of the Jewish arcas of the concentration
camps. Strober comments:  « There is no evidence so
far that these painful yet essential issues are being
confronted in Protestant teaching. » ' What this means,
in effect, is that Protestant Christian teaching is striving
assiduously to ignore its own implication in the Nazi
phenemenon,  From my own readings of Catbolic
catechetical matcrials, it appears evident to me that the
Roman Church is working just as hard to avoid con-
frontation with this admittedly disturbing reality. How
are the Christian churches reacting to Auschwitz a quarter
of a century later? Basically the same way they did
then — with a deafcning silence.

How are the Churches reacting to the cxistence of
the State of Tsrael today — a reality with manv biblical
ramifications and onc which totally confounds the Chris-
tian theological polemic that the Jews are dispersed
throughout the carth by rcason of the «guilt» they
incurred for «rejecting » Jesus?  Has this tradition,
which has imbedded itself so deeply in Christian doctrine
and teaching concerning the meaning of the Paschal event,
been modified or rejected in the light of present reality?
Do the teaching materials even seck to deal with the
theologically-laden event of the Jews' successful return
to Jerusalem? No. A mere fifteen lessons (0.5 per cent)
do so much as mention modern Tsrael.

Studics of Amcrican Catholic materials arc available,
but generally smaller in scope than those of Olson and
Strober.  One such was reported by Christopher G.
Laing," who summarizes the rescarch donc by a group
of Jewish and Christian parcnts convinced of the validity
of the statement by Glock and Stark that « far from
being trivial, relipious outlooks and religious images of
the modern Jew scem to lic at the root of Amcrican

:See SIDIC, Vi1,
1 Strober, Portrait. p. 39.
" Christopher G. Laing, « Christian Instruction and

the [mage of the Jewss, Religions Education, LXV:5
- (1970), pp. 422-430.
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anti-Semitism ».'*  Laing’s group, like Strober, utilized
the categories of Olson. While the number of texts
studied was small, the choice is significant, for they
chose some of the more advanced and progressive of
those which had come out by that time (1967). They
concluded:

Nevertheless, our study shows that even these
curricula which have an over-all positive orientation
toward Jews and other out-groups contain many,
though often subtle, negative images of the Jews.!

The major theme in the treatment of the Jews in the
Catholic texts studied by Laing coincides with that dis-
covered by Olson and Strober in the Protestant texts:
« Jewish existence is justificd solely as the vehicle for
bringing in the Christian cra of universal salvation
through Jesus Christ.» ™ The sub-thcmes supporting
this run parallel 1o those of the Protestant materials,
discussed above, including the various pseudo-theological
means employed «to illustrate the Jews' general un-
worthiness of God's promises » and the view of the
Hebrew Scriptures as incomplete and valid only to the
extent of pointing to Jesus as the Messiah.  Dircct
charges of deicide and of the diaspora as divine retri-
bution, however, were « much less prominent. .. than
we thought they would be».

Exceptions are rare.  On the Catholic side, the most
positive approach comes from the publishers of the same

** Charles Glock and Rodney Stark, Christian Belicfs
and Anti-Semitism (New York: Harper and Row, 1966),
p. 205.

 Texts were for grades four to six; all from Allyn
and Bacon, Boston. Children of the Kingdorz (1966):
text and guidebook; Let Us Give Thanks (1967):
student text and guidebook; Growing as Christians
(1967): student text and guidcbook.

" Laing, op. cit, p. 424. A swudy donc in the
archdiocesc of Atlanta came to conclusions similar to
those of Laing. Though improvement was discerned in
relation to pre-Vatican I texts, 2 number of anti-Jewish
slurs were still present.  See Sr. M. Alice Muir, SND,
« Catholic-Jewish Team Reviews Textbooks », The Chris-
tian Century (Jan. 15, 1969), p. 99. And a study done
of a group of teachers at an institute on Judaism revealed
that, even though some texts have improved, the tcachers
still tend to have a pre-conciliar mentality with regard
to Jews and Judaism. Sec Pawlikowski and Thering,
« Summary and Interpretation of Questionnaires Given
to Catholic Teachers on  Judaism » (Chicago: Catholic
Adult Education Center, 1968).

8 Ibid., p. 423.
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texts studied by Laing.'  While ncither the text nor
the teachers' Guidebeok specifically deal with the impli-
cations of the Christian polemic, or the State of Isracl
and Judaism today, the approach does scrve to bring
out forcefully the travesty that is anti-Semitism and, if
followed scrupulously, will lead to an understanding of
Christianity’s role in it.

The only large seale denominational effort to purge
lesson materials of anti-Semitism and replace. it with a
sounder catechesis of the relationship between Chris-
tianity and Judaism scems to be that of the Lutheran
Church, Missouri Synod. Much of this seems duc to
the influence of Dictrich Bonhocffer who, as Karl Barth
mentions ina letter to Bethge, Bonhoeffer’s editor,
«viewed the Jewish problem as the first and decisive
question, cven as the only one »®

Christian relisious education is, of course, not alone
in America in the negative treatment of Jewish culture
and life. In fact, recent studies of history and social
studies texts in this country point to conclusions remark-
ably similar to those reached for the Christian teaching
matcrials.

In 1949, a study conducted by the American Council
on Lducation cencluded that « the textbook portrayal
of the Jews in history and in American life is woefully
imdequate as measured by cither quality or quantity of
reference ». ' This report found that treatment of the
Jews tended to stop with the destruction of the Temple
in the first century,  Thus, while much credit is often
given to the ancient Hebrews for religious and moral
vision, « students received the impression that little had
happened to Jews and  Judaism since then and that
today’s Jews were, in fact, a remnant of a past civilis-
ation ».  The trecatment of the crucifixion in many of the
texis tended to follow the patrern of the patristic polemic.
In other texts, the crucifixion was cither not treated
at all or « presented so sketchily that anti-Jewish feelings
of pupils could well be reinforced ».  Finally, treatment
of Tews in medicval and modern times cither is lacking
or deals mainly with their persccution, « not with their
contributions or their constructive relationships  with
other people ».®

" Alfred McBride, O. Pracm, The Pcarl and the
Seed 4 (Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 1971), Episode 1
(text and guidehoolt),

X Evangelische Theologie, XXVI111:10 (1968), p. 555.
Sce Franklin I, Littell, « The Strober Report », Journal
of Ecumenical Studies, 1X:4 (Fall 1972), p. 861.

B Tutergroup Relations in Teaching Materials (\Wash-
ington, D.C.: American Council on Lducation, 1947),
Quote in Michacl Kane, Mivorities in Textbooks (Chicago:
Anti-Defamation League, Quadrangle, 1970), p. 14.
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According to more recent follow-up studies,® this
grim picture remains cssentially the same today. In
only two areas was there found a sign of progress. First,
the emphasis on Jews as a « race » discerned in the 1949
studv has basically disappeared. Second, at lecast some
of the world history texts trcat modern Israel with
fairness and in some depth.

In terms of the treatment of Nazism's attempt at
genocide, Michacl Kane in 1970 found only « four of
the forty-five texts (studied) to be fully satisfactory and
seven that treat one or two of the aspects with reasonable
adequacy »*'  In short, there has becn no improvement
of the treatment of this crucial period of history in the
most popular Amecrican texts.  Whether there is a link
between the treatment of Jews and Judaism in religious
education and public school texts cannot be ascertained
on the basis of current cvidence. But that the failure
of both presents Christian educators and theologians
with a crisis of responsibility i clearly evident. Kane
closes his report on the treatment of Jews and of Nazism
with the trenchant warning: « Their failure may be
tragic indeed, for those who withhold the lessons of
history mav be dooming other generations to repeat its
mistakes. » 2

Numerous studies have more than adequately shown
the anti-Semitism latent within Western culture and
history. Amecrica is no exception to this. And to the

. extent that Christian tcaching has played and is playing

a role in rationalizing and validating this tendency, to
that extent does Christian teaching have the responsibility
for redressing the wrongs that it has done. The reason
for this docs not lic in any sort of vague sentimentalism
or paternalistic good-heartedness. We, as Christians, are
the cause and the problem. We are the ones in need
of a «solution». Franklin H. Littell, in a review of
the Strober Report for the Journal of Ecuntenical Studies
sums it all up this way:

No wonder that the very credibility of Christianity
is questioned ... churches in America have not
only not faced the key issues of our recent history;
they are still cranking out the old and despicable
anti-Semitic calumnies.®®

2 Ibid., p. 13,

2 je. Lloyd Marcus, The Treatnient of Minorities
in Sccondary School Textbooks (New York: Anti-Defa-
mation League, 1969) and Michacl Kane, op. cit.

* Kane, op. cit., p. 53.
B 1bid., p. 76,
% Franklin” H. Littell, op. cit., p. 862.
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MEMORANDUM
-+ TO: The members of the Governing Board : [ - . | W i
s —-—- .FROM:-—Claire Randall—ci: S— o i . o | = e e e

: -X-suggest that-before-reading the rest of this memorandum that those
R Governing Board members who were not present at our recent meeting
read the enclosed news releases and report of the Credentials Com-
mittee which was received by the Governing Board. ;

I had some concerns in the events related to the coming of the Jewish :
young people which I wish to share with you. I have had very deep : e B
feelings about what happened to the Jews in the holocaust ever since 3
its reality was first revealed in the '40's. Over the years I have e e
tried to find ways to increase understanding of this unique ex- =-a-
perience of suffering. I have frequently discussed with ‘
William Weiler, Director of the Office on Christian-Jewish Relations

' our need to provide ‘opportunities to grow in understanding of the pain
Jews, bear because of this and its effect on their lives today. As
part of our continuing dialogue with the Jewish community, this week
the Office on Christian-Jewish Relations is sponsoring a symposium on — e
"Christians and Jews in the Land of the Holocaust," with Ulrike Berger.
‘a young German theologian who serves on the staff of the Institute for
the Church and the Jewish People in West Berlin.

I was also concerned about the very difficult task given the Creden- ~_71— ST
tials Committee. I believe they worked with great seriousness and
some real anguish over the conflicting aspects of this matter.

In addition, I was deeply concerned during our discussion of the re-
port of the Credentials Committee on Sunday that the Governing Board did
not have available to them information on the other side of the issue
raised by the young people. The President and I have had for some time
materials which indicate the Orthodox Church in America's undérstanding
of this situation. I did not speak of it because the Orthodox Church in
America had indicated they would not appear before the Governing Board
to supply such information for what I consider to be two valid reaspms:

_ First, they felt they could not speak publicly about this matter
~for they might prejudice the case while the court in Michigan has
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before it the charges related fo his naturalization.

Secondly (and perhaps more important), they did not feel they
should be put on trial by the Governing Board.

Therefcre, I did not feel I had the right to speak for them under those
~conditions.
However, I have felt that my responsibility to all Governing Board members
required me to find a way to provide. you with the enclosed information,
particularly because you may very well be approached by the press and
other persons about this matter. . Therefore, I have asked for and re-
ceived from the Orthodox Church in Amerlca permission to send you the
oo —eo . _...enclaosed materials which they gave to_ me earllgr.-_“.._m.n

if you'will reread in the Credentials Commlttee report the official
statement of the Lesser Synod of the Orthodox Church in America (which
is the Bishops who govern between meetings of the Holy Synod which is
._made up of all Bishops) you will note its reference to a person being
_presumed innocent until proven guilty. For this communion, whose members
“are a minority in our society, many of whom or whose ancestors-are from
Russia and Eastern European countries, this is of even greater impor-
tance as citizens of the United States than it might be for others.

Thus, the Orthodox Church in America are deeply concerned when it

appears  to them that this principle has not been’ adequately applled
_in relatxon to this man over the years.

R
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I want you to know that I am personally conferring with the leadershlp
of-the Orthodox Church in America and appropriate Jewish groups on this
matter. If any pertinent material concerning this issue comes to me, I
i T ALY send it on to you; - and if I can be of any further help to you on.
, this or any othor matter rclating to this meeting,pleasc feel free to
e —=—call-on me, I felt we had a very good Governing Board meetlng and appre-
’ ciate the excellent attendance and partlcipation-

———— = — R s -3 i e LT, e
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ANTI-SEMITISM IN ARGENTINA

Both Jews and Catholics have been the victims of increasing violence and
terrorism in Argentina in recent months. A number of Jewish personalities and
Roman Catholic priests have been kidnapped, murdered and threatened. While the
Argentinian Government has fought the left-wing guerilla movement, it seems un-
able or unwilling to control violence springing from a proliferation of right-wing
extremist groups with reputed ties to the military.

In the case of the Jews, however, violence Horacio Coideron - & <
directed at Jewish individuals and institutions has ARGENTINA-JUDM *.,
been accompanied by an intensified campaign of anti- -
Semitic propaganda. The classic anti-Semitic liter- vﬂ“
ature of the 19th Century, including the Protocols be
of the Elders of Zion, The Talmud Unmasked - a Vi- _ r*
cious fabrication which employs fictitious passages S -
from the Talmud - and publications written by
Goebbels, Rosenberg and other Nazi leaders, have
been translated into Spanish and widely distributed
throughout Argentina. :

These developments are of common concern

to Catholics and Jews and suggest mutual cooperation
in confronting them. AJC's Interreligious and For-
eign Affairs Departments have consulted with Catho-
lic leaders in the United States and at the Vatican
to develop a joint response. Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum,
an AJC delegation including Miles Jaffe, Morris
Fine, David Geller and Brant Coopersmith met in

Editorial Legion

Biblioteea de Formarion Bortrinaria ﬂ@

Washington with representatives of the Bishops' Com- ——————————— '
mission on Justice and Peace. Zachariah Schuster J A RKofler

met in Geneva with officials of the Vatican Office 106108 (X 1E0L0GI

on Catholic/Jewish Relations. Roman Catholic offi- -

cials both in the United States and the Vatican, JUDH'SMO
who were already aware of anti-Catholic manifesta-

tions, have been alerted to the intensity of the E IGLESIQ
anti-Semitic campaign. They have offered to ex-

change information on Latin America and to cooper- chOLlcn

ate with AJC confronting the very dangerous situa-
tion in Argentina.

Texto@ficialdel £.£.D.3.3.

Institute of Human Relations 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y, 10022



=2 -

PROTEST SOVIET VIOLATIONS OF HELSINKI ACCORD

Protests against Soviet actions viewed as "gross violations” of the
Helsinki Accord came from two interreligious sources: the co-leaders of an inter-
religious delegation which was denied admission to the Soviet Union, and leaders
- of the National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry. _

In the first instance, the Rev. Dr. Nathan VanderWerf, assistant general
‘secretary of the National Council of Churches, and IAD's Rabbi James Rudin, who
were to have led a delegation of eight Christians and six Jews in a 17-day study
tour of Poland, the Soviet Union and Israel, denounced the Soviet Union for re-
fusing visas to three American rabbis in the delegation. Pointing out that it was
the third such Soviet action in three years, they urged both the U.S. State Depart-
ment and the U.S. Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (which oversees
implementation of the Helsinki Accord) to protest to Soviet leaders.

Dr. VanderWerf scored the "strange detente" which encourages "some Ameri-
cans" to visit the Soviet Union while others in the same group, "namely Jews, are
denied this privilege." "As Christians, we cannot be silent about such a blatant
anti-Semitic act against friends and fellow citizens," he said.

In the second instance, Sister Ann Gillen, executive director of the
National Interreligious Task Force on Soviet Jewry, and her co-leaders, Sister
Margaret Traxler, National Catholic Conference for Interracial Justice, Professor
Andre Lacocque, Chicago Theological Seminary, and Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum expressed
grave concern about Soviet Jews detained "for investigation." In previous epi-
sodes of “this kind such police raids have invariably resulted in severe punish-
ments and persecution, they noted.

Citing the denial of exit visas, and the recent harassment and beatings
inflicted on Jews who were protesting delays and obstructions in obtaining them,
the Task Force leaders urged Christians and Jews to join their protest. They
also called upon religious leaders to attend the Chicago Consultation on the Hel-
sinki Accord, a major human rights conference taking place in Chicago, November
29-30. Scheduled speakers at this meeting, the second national interreligious con-
sultation on Soviet Jewry, include Congressman Robert Drinan; Dr. Cynthia Wedel,
president of the World Council of Churches; Senator Charles Percy; Professor
Thomas Bird of the City University of New York and Rabbi Tanenbaum. (The next
issue of the Interreligious Newsletter will report more fully on this conference.)

AJC CRITICIZES NCC ON TRIFA

AJC has charged the National Council of Churches with compromising its
"moral credibility" by refusing to remove or suspend from its Governing Board
Valerian D. Trifa, Bishop of the Rumanian Orthodox Church, who faces revocation
of his U.S. citizenship on charges of lying about his involvement in Nazi atro-
cities during World War II. _

~ A statement issued jointly by Rabbis Tanenbaum and Rudin called Trifa -
an "acknowledged anti-Semite."

The NCC Governing Board stated that it had no power to remove Trifa in-
asmuch as he represented a constituent church, and such churches appoint their
own representatives.

However, Rabbi Rudin, who attended the NCC meeting as an official ob-
server, declared during the debate on Trifa's status that "the National Council
of Churches, which rightfully passes moral judgments on nations and individuals,
has failed to challenge the actions of one of its own board members."




IAD's statement continued:

We are convinced that millions of American Jews and Christians of
all denominations regard the refusal of the National Council to
remove Valerian Trifa from his present position in the Council as
a moral affront. To avoid taking action on the dismissal of Trifa
on the technical basis that such decision rests with the Orthodox
Church in America is to evade moral responszbzlzty through legal-
18ms.

In the face of the seriousness of these charges and the fact that

Trifa faces revocation of his United States citizenship on charges
of lying about committing atrocities during World War II, it would
seem that the very least moral obligation rested on the leadership
of the National Council to suspend Trifa pending the completion of
the Govermment's proceedings against him.

Criticism of the NCC's retention of Bishop Trifa has come from Christian
sources as well. The Committee on Christian Unity of the Reformed Church in
America declared that the NCC Board's position is "spiritually and morally unten-
able. lle who do not hesitate to address others with the moral claims of the gos-
pel should not remain silent when our fellow churches are involved. Such a stance
would render a serious blow to our credibility." The United Methodist Church's
Division of Ecumenical Concerns called on the NCC to be "responsive to the mora}
seriousness of the long standing charges" about Trifa.

RELIGIOUS LEADERS OPPOSE ELECTION BIGOTRY

At a well attended press conference at AJC's Institute of Human Relations,
religious leaders from the Evangelical, Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish com-
munities called attention to various instances of appeals to religious bigotry in
the recent election campaign, and urged the presidential candidates and both polit-
ical parties to "reject forcefully any campaign appeals based on the religion a
candidate may profess."

The Rt. Rev. Paul Moore, Jr., Episcopal bishop of New York; Rev. Joseph
A. 0'Hare, S.J., editor-in-chief of the Jesuit publication, 4merica; Dr. Arnold T.
Olson, retiring president of the Evangelical Free Lutheran Church of America; and
Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum noted that drives to elect "God-centered citizens" who will
work to "rebuild" America as a "Christian republic" had been mounted in some 30
Congressional districts -- led, for the most part, by far-right-wing Evangelical-
Christians, both Democrats and Republicans.

At other levels of political and civic life, they noted, attempts have
been made to impose a religious test. In one case in North Carolina, school board
candidates were questioned about their religious convictions. In some 25 cities
"Christian Yellow Pages" have been published as Supplements to telephone direc-
tories urging that only "born-again Christians" be patronized.

In a joint statement, the four religious leaders declared:

The announced purpose of the drives is to raise the moral quality of
American polities -- a goal which Americans of all faiths and persua-
stons can share. But Americans cannot share the underlying assump-

tions: that candidates for office are to be judged on grounds other
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than their political and eivie qualificaiions and positions -- and

that non-Christian believers, nonbelievers, or even Christians with
a different religious outlook are insufficiently qualified, trust-

worthy or patriotic.

These assumptions strike at the American democratic process and, even
more fundamentally, at the separation between church and state, re-
ligion and govermment, which the U.S. Constitution has set up so that
religion may be truly free.

Editorializing on this issue, America, the Jesuit weekly, stated (Oct. 30):

The appeal to "vote Christian' is as wrong-headed as the appeal --
also surfacing in some parts of the country -- to "buy Christian."
In both cases, real value takes second place. And neither our
politics nor our businesg can afford such waste.

CHRISTIAN LITURGIC&L REFORMS WELCOMED

A hymn used in the Good Friday liturgy of several Christian communions has
been removed from the revised prayer book of one major church group -- the Epis-
copal Church -- and is under scrutiny by scholars and theologians of other churches
because of its anti-Jewish impact.

Called the "Improperia," or "Reproaches," the hymn consists of two Medi-
eval poems that, without mentioning the Jewish people by name, accuse them of
ingratitude for their deliverance from Egypt and of responsibility for the cruci-
fixion. Beginning with a Tine from Hebrew Scripture ("0 my people, what have I
done to thee or in what have I molested thee?") the prayer continues with a lamen-
tation which is put into the mouth of Jesus, although it was composed centuries’
after his death. Of these verses, author Claire Huchet Bishop has written:

Sensitive individuals may take "my people" and the reproaches that
follow to be addressed to themselves, but most people assume that
the Jews are meant, and thus the Improperia has always served to
build resentment and hatred of Jewry. In Poland it was often fol-
lowed by pogroms, . as was ite Orthodox counterpart ("Like dogs they
have surrounded him.... .Look at Emmanuel tortured by the children
of Israel”) in Russia. It is ome of history's bitter ironies that
part of the text of this devotion, which so often has spelled ter-
ror and death of Jews, should have been appropriated from a Jewish
prayer, recited during the Passover seder. (How Catholics Look at
Jews, Claire Huchet Bishop, Paulist Press)

AJC's concern with the anti-Jewish impact of the Improperia was communi-
cated to Roman Catholic authorities even before the convening of Vatican Council
II, when, at the request of the late Cardinal Bea, AJC submitted to him a series
of scholarly memoranda for consideration by the fathers of the council. One
such paper, documented by excerpts from textbooks used in Catholic schools in the
United States, Europe and Latin America, explored the image of the Jews in Catholic
teaching. Another, entitled "Anti-Jewish Elements in Catholic Liturgy," called
attention to the damaging inferences of the Improperia, and the ironic fact that
the verses are a deliberate inversion of a Jewish prayer of thanksgiving to God.
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The Reproaches had never before appeared in any authorized version of the
(Episcopal) Book of Common Prayer, but were included as an optional part of the
Good Friday service in a newly-revised draft, of which a trial run of 50,000 copies
was distributed for use on an- experimental basis. Criticism and concern from
Christian sources were quick to follow. The Rev. Canon Jeffrey P. Cave of Washing-
ton Cathedral, in a sermon delivered at the Cathedral in August, declared:

To place at the heart of the holiest service of the holiest day of
the Christian year a hymm which phrase after phrase lambastes the
Jews for their unfaithfulness and their cruelty is to reopen a
chapter in liturgy and in life which, since the holocaust and the
homecoming of Israel, need never be opened again -- the insidious
persistence of anti-Semitic thoughts and deeds on the part of
Christians, the first cousins of the Jews.

Canon Cave called for "a modern day crusade against anti-Semitism.'
Along similar lines, Professor Thomas Idinopulos wrote in The Chrtstzan‘
Century (Aug. '76):

The Reproaches revive Christian distortions against Jews and Judaism,
and for this reason they should be eliminated not only from the new
Book of Common Prayer but from the liturgies of Roman Catholicism
and Greek Orthodoxy as well.

The Episcopal Church leadership responded quickly and sensitively. 1In
May, the Church's Standing Liturgical Commission voted the hymn out of the Draft
Proposed Book of Common Prayer, and in September, the deletion was finalized by .
the Episcopal House of Bishops during the Church's governing convention in Minne-
apolis. , & '
. In a telegram to Presiding Bishop John Allin of Mississippi, IAD's Marc
Tanenbaum and James Rudin hailed the decision as an "historic.act of respect for
Judaism and friendship for the Jewish people." In a letter to Rabbi Rudin, Epis-
copal Bishop John Burt of Ohio, who helped Tead the action to remove the objection-
able verses, noted that they had been included by a sub-committee "without being
sensitive to their history or their anti-Semitic content,” and that the episode
demonstrates "how easy it is for anti-Semitic feeling to be spread abroad, un-
noticed by good, well-intentioned people."

The Improperia are still in use in the Roman Catholic Good Friday 1iturgy.
Until 1970, the hymn was chanted in Latin and probably not widely understood. But
with the translation of much of the 1liturgy into the vernacular -- a move intended
as a liturgical reform -- Catholics were exposed in great numbers to the anti-
Jewish impact of the prayer. Archbishop John R. Quinn of Oklahoma, chairman of
the Catholic Bishops' Committee on the Liturgy, indicated that this commission
would study the question this fall. In preparation for that meeting, the Arch-
bishop has circulated the memorandum on anti-Jewish elements in Catholic 1liturgy
which the AJC submitted to Vatican II and which was later shared with Ep1scopa1
Church authorities.

SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN BOOK OF CONFESSIONS

Another liturgical development reflecting increased sensitivity to Jews,
Judaism and the Jewish background of Christianity is the adoption by the 900,000
member Southern Presbyterian Church in the United States of a revised Book of Con-
fessions which includes, in its Declaration of Faith, the following passage:
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We can never lay exclusive claim to being God's people,
as though we had replaced those

to whom the covenant, the law, and the promises belong.
We affirm that God has not rejected his people the Jews.
The Lord does not take back his promises. _
We Christians have rejected Jews throughout our history
with shameful prejudice and cruelty. _ '

God calls us to dialogue and cooperation

that do not ignore our real disagreement

yet proceed in mutual respect and love. :

We are bound together with them in a single story

of those chosen to serve and proclaim the living God.

Believed to be the first such statement adopted by any Christian body as
part of its Confession, its "spirit of loving respect for the faith and people of
Israel” was commended by AJC on the occasion of its adoption for study by the de-
nomination's General Assembly, which Rabbi Rudin attended as a fraternal visitor.
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum welcomed it as "an invaluable contribution in the struggle
against anti-Semitism."

REV. MOON'S TEACHING ANTI-JEWISH, REPORTS AJC

Much public attention has been focused on the Korean-born founder and
leader of the Unification Church, the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, but very little has been
said about his attitudes and beliefs regarding Judaism and the Jewish people. A
documented study of Divine Principle, the basic text of Rev. Moon's movement, car-
ried out by IAD's Rabbi James Rudin, reveals an orientation of unrelieved hostility
to Jews and Judaism.

"When referring to Jews and Judaism," the report declares, "we are con-
fronted with over 125 examples of an unremitting litany of pathological anti-
Jewish teachings. Nowhere in Divine Principle does Rev. Moon acknowledge the au-
thenticity and integrity of Jews or Judaism, either ancient or modern. From Abra-
ham until the present day, Jews are seen only as a people devoid and emptied of any
genuine faith and spiritual qualities. The Jewish people are depicted as collec-
tively responsible for the crucifixion of Jesus as allies of Satan. They have been
replaced by a 'second Israel'; (who interestingly enough, must soon be replaced by
a "third Israel'; the followers of Rev. Moon.) Further, the Jews have lost God's
'heritage', and are still being 'punished' for their many, many sins.”

The study contrasts Rev. Moon's doctrines with those of Protestants,
Catholics, Evangelicals, and other Christians who are meeting with Jews "in love
and mutual respect." While Christian church leaders have made vast efforts in re-
cent years to come to grips with their anti-Jewish legacy, to repudiate its most
negative and hostile elements, and to affirm the ongoing validity of God's cove-
nant with the Jewish people, Rev. Moon, it declares, "perpetuates only hateful,
destructive and divisive teachings about Judaism and the Jewish people."

One can only speculate on what negative and anti-Jewish impact Divine
Principle may have upon a follower of Rev. Moon, the report concludes.
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. IAD BRIEFS ....

Local and regional "Faith.-Without Prejudice" conferences, exploring how
religious groups teach about one another, are continuing around the United States.
‘In May, Rabbi Rudin keynoted a one-day workshop in Louisville, in cooperation with
Father Stanley Schmidt, director of the Archdiocesan Office of Ecumenical Affairs.
In August, AJC's Houston Chapter sponsored a Faith Without Prejudice conference
featuring Sister Colleen Hennessy, superintendent of schools for the Houston Dio-
cese; Presbyterian scholar Dr. James Wharton; and Dr. Samuel Karff, Rabbi of Con-
gregation Beth Israel. In November, IAD's Judith Banki spmoke on the subject in
Phoenix and keynoted a one-day conference on the subject in Los Angeles, along
with Dr. John Bennett, president emeritus of Union Theological Seminary, and Father
John Pawlikowski, author of Catechetics and Prejudice.

A Women's Interreligious Dialogue on the Middle East has been launched
in Philadelphia, involving Presbyterian, Lutheran, Baptist, Roman Catholic and
Jewish women. AJC's Philadelphia Chapter is one of the sponsoring groups. This
continuing dialogue is a partial result of the enthusiasm of AJC women who partici-
pated in the Women's Interreligious Tour of the Middle East coordinated by IAD's
Inge Gibel. Another Interreligious Study Tour of the Middle East will depart in
February for Egypt, Syria, Jordan and Israel, co-led by Dr. George Gruen of AJC's
Foreign Affairs Department, and Dr. Arleon Kelley, associate director of the Com-
mission on Regional and Local! Ecumenism of the NCC. IAD's Visitors to Israel
Program continues to win high praise from local Jewish federations and community
relations councils as well, such as Phoenix and Hartford.

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum served as an "official observer" at the "Call to
Action" Conference sponsored by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops in
Detroit. He was invited by the Conference Chairman, Cardinal John Dearden of
Detroit. Rabbi Tanenbaum also spoke as one of several religious leaders to ad-
dress an unprecedented five-day Ethics Workshop sponsored by the Chief of Army
Chaplains and hosted by the U.S. Army Chaplain Center and School .

NEW MEDIA BIBLE - INTERRELIGIOUS BREAKTHROUGH

A worldwide team of some 70 Biblical scholars, historians, and arche-
ologists have joined in an effort to produce "“The New Media B1b1g," an unprece-
dented project to "translate" the entire Bible into film and audio-visual aids.
The film project, headed by a top British film producer, John Heyman, seeks to
harness religious education to the media revolution as a means of overcoming re-
ligious illiteracy and apathy about Biblical ethics and moral values in the
society.

Interreligious advisors for the New Media Bible are the Rev. Alfred
McBride of the National Catholic Education Association; the Rev. Edward Powers
of the United Church of Christ; and Rabbi ‘Marc H. Tanenbeaum of the American
Jewish Committee. AJC's interest in the project derives from the fac§ that it
provides an innovative answer to depicting the Jewish roots of Christianity and
of overcoming negative stereotypes about Jews and Judaism in New Testament edu-
cation. Further information is available about use in Christian education and
Jewish schools by writing to Rabbi Tanenbaum at AJC.




NOTABLE QUOTES

A certain conversion on the part of Christians is necessary for a true
meeting and a true dialogue with Jews. Otherwise, it is useless and hypocritical
to speak of dialogue. But repentance, in the Biblical sense of the word (Teshuvah
or turming) can allow Christians and Jews to know one another again.... If Vati- -
can II broke with substitution theology, it did not replace it. Thus, the language
of substitution theology still dominates a teaching without renewal or repentance.
Christians must rediscover the meaning of the word "Jew" -- as one who accepts re-
sponsibility for his existential situation, who refuses to prostrate himself be-
fore idols, who gives thanks. We must present in our teaching a Jewish Jesus re-
situated among his own people and addressing his own people. We must rediscover
in Jesus the Jew faithful to the Torah, who has put the message of the prophets
in the center of his life. Then justice, recognized in the person of Jesus, may
again become a promise for all nations through the Christian message.-.

.. ...We must recognize that the Christian announcement (Kerygma) to the
nations is not addressed to the Jews, because "salvation is from the Jews." (John
4, 22) Not only are "the gifts and the calling of God without repentance," (Rom.
L1, 29) but without possible evasion. Thus, we must review the attitude of the
¢hurch on the question of conversion. We do not have the right to deprive Jews
of their identity and their vocation, we who aré founded upon them. The only
thing we might have the right to ask is for Jews to tell us who Jesus is for them.
And we should not accept into the Christian community a Jew whose only reason for
approaching us 18 to flee from the Jewish community. Our task should be, were we
eapable of it, to help him rediscover his Jewish identity.

Let the Jews remain faithful to thf?EZ the Mitzvah. And _let Christians
never cease to proclaim Jesus to the nations, to proclaim the Torah, the Torah of
Israel and no other. That is our situation and that is our task.

(From an address by Fr. Bernard Dupuy, delivered at Bec-Hellouin, France.
Translated frgm'Sens, the publication of the Amitie Judeo-Chretienne de France,
No. 7/8. 1976 ' :

AJC Interreligious Publications
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Catechetics and Prejudice by The Rev. John T. ?aﬁ1ikowski. Paulist Press, Paramus,
New Jersey, 1973. 154 pages.

Faith and Prejudice, by The Rev. Bernhard E. Olson. Yale Uniyersify Press, New
Haven, Connecticut, 1963. 451 pages.

Jesus and Israel, by Jules Isaac, edited by Claire Huchet Bishop. Holt, Rinehart
& Winston, New York, New York, 1971. 405 pages.

Speaking of God Today: Jews and Lutherans in Comversation, by Paul D. Opsahl and
Marc H. Tanenbaum. Fortress Press, Philadelphia, Pennsylavania, 1974. - 178 pages.

The Jewish People in the First Century, Volume I, Compendia Rerum Judaicarum ad
Novwn Testamentum, edited by S. Safrai and M. Stern in cooperation with D. Flusser
and W.C. Unnik. Van Gorcum & Company, Assen, Netherlands - and - Fortress Press,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1974. 560 pages. _

Portrait of the Elder Brother, by Gerald Strober. American Jewish Committee, New
York, New York, 1972. 56 pages.
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I don't know what to make of this and because it is not identified it is
hard to attribute to it much credence.

But the man who slipped the attached article to me confided that it was
filched from an internal report prepared by the Standard 0il1 Company (of New

Jersey?).

Note the flat assertion that the Jewish vote in the U.S. has been losing force

since 1973.

You and Marc will be especiallyinterested in this view of

the growing political dout of American evangelicals. This view, if confirmed.
separately by our Interreligious Affairs Department, could surely be con-
verted into a constant tool for an educational program in support of Israel.

MBR:fp

,/7(/5/ .
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" There is something mere to be said. Until recently no one reclised the importonce of Southern Africa
« to our economy. Now the facts ore being discusced.  Until recently no one scemed to know thot if
Southern Africa should fall under Russion influence , the West would face absolule disaster.

" At the present moment no one scems to realise the new facts about the Middle East. Until now it has
been occepted that the Jewish vole in America compels Washington to support Isreel. Woshingion
gives that support contrary to the wishes of the British Foreign Office (which is mainly onti- 7|omstJ
and controry to the opinions of many lorge companies and many conservatives.

Furthermore, since 1973 the Jewish vote in Americo has been losing force. However, since 1975 a new
and wholly non-Jewish factor hos come into the picture, It is calculoted that the new Evangelical
religious wave in Americo now commands 60 million votes - that vastly exceeds the Jewish vote .

Most people outside the Evangelical movement (almost dead in W. Europe for the present) know nothing
whatsoever about it.

So we will tell you. The restoration of Isreel to Palestine, and in particulor to Jerusalem, isa
cordinal principle of Evangelical feith. [t is impossible to be accepted by the Evangelical movement
without occepting Zionism. That explains Jimmy Corter. It means that no American President could
(at present) abandon Israel regardless of the Jewish vote becouse to Evangelicals, lsroel is no less
important than say the Resurrection.

Not onz member of one W. European Government has contemplaied the above stated foct. Yet it will
determine the greatest coming issue of our Epoch. Woatch it.

It will not matter what the British Foreign Office or large multi-national companies think. Ideclogical
movements are vastly more important ond the sudden Evengelical awakening in Americo (much laughsd
at by the Press) is of greot significance.

Corter does not constantly proclaim his oitachment to it without political reasons. W. European
observers seem to think it is mere eccentricity on his pert. Not so. Furthermore it creotes a yewning
chasm between agnostic Europz and revivalist America. You should beor in mind thot this will prove
of great significonce in due time.

Naturally there ere mony intelligent Aniericans who do not teke the Evangelical movement seriously.
Our resecrches suggest it is a mistake not to do so because it has enormous strategi ¢ implications,
No Evongelical would dreom of turning his back on Isroel which is @ cardinol orticle of faith.  If
you doubt this, it will repay you to read the principle Biblical passoges upon which the Evangelicals
rely. Any of their Ministers will give you the references which are fundamental to their beliefs.

An important section of the Evangelicals does certainly urge the argument thot the Biblical ossurances
about the future of |sroel are not excluswe to the Jews, but even so they attach cordinal importance
to Palestine .

No Biblical Evangelical will ever support any administration which abandoned thot lond and we are
told (repeot) that the Evangelical movement now commands 60 million Americon votes. Probably in
Englend its counterpart does not command 60,000. That is the difference. It has happened very
suddenly and to the sophisticated is incredible. We understand that, The focts, however, must be
given.

One of the reosons it is not yet understood is that the Evongelicals tend quickly to seperate themselves
from others. Consequently there is litile contoct so that those not affected do not realise what is

happzning. ;
This office suggests the movement in America will prove decisive in world affairs not least because
on a smaller scale there is a similor movement inside Russia and the communist bloc countries. Only

in Englond and W. Europe is there no such revival of Biblicism - except insofar as it influences a
handfull of persons (including Prince Charles). We understand that Prince Chorles' views were

~portly influenced by the Rev. John Stott = o | leading English Evangelical (All Souls, Langhom Place,London

~ Nofe on Rhodesio:

As lately as 18th October, 1976, Mr. lon Smith wos not only on touch with sympathetic Western
journalists, but wos issuing invitations to them. It wos therefore clear that he foresaw the prospect

of @ breckdown of the Kissinger plan. On 12th October, the British Foreign Secretary offended
Conservative Parliomentary opinion by his lack of frankness in not saying whether the settlement plans
ocoepted by Mr. Smith had or had not been ogreed to by the British Government, Thet lack of frankness
will become an issue of substantial importance.,

’ 'Y.






