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January 5, 1981 

Mr. Leonard Bosin 
Temple Isr-ael 
420 University Blvd . East 
Silver Spring , MD 20901 

Dear Mr. Bosin, 

Thank you very much for" your recent warm and _thoughtful letter in which you 
invite me to serve as Guest Teacher the· weekend of May 8-10 , 1981 at Temple 
Israel. 

While that is one weekend. in which I am free, .quite frankly I would prefer 
a. later' weekend if that were possible. My reason for suggesting that 5.s that 
the American Jewish Committee is observing its 75th Ann.iversary at its Annua_l 
Meeting in WashingtC?_n from May 13-17 , t~·a1 . That is going to be a x•ather 
extraordinary affair and I have responsibilities for two major sessions of 
th&t iiieetfog. It ·is likely that I will be heavily prcoccupfod ;..;i·\:h ull }~.inds 

of concerns on the eve of AJC's conference. 

But if no other ·date is ayailable then I could probably work it in. · 

The topic that you sugges,~ "Jews in the Diaspora - Thei r Present Status and 
Future Expectations". ·is a·-fine one and provides enough room for me to develop 
the major concerns tqat I have neen thinking about. 

My honorarium for the enti re weel~end , including three lectures and discussions, 
would be $2,000. (My normal honorarium for a s i ngle lectur~ is $1,000 . ) If 
all of this is acceptable to you, please let me know. and then we could t~lk 
further about definement of the subject matter and other arrangements. 

With waremst personal good wishes , I am, 

MHT:RPR 

Cordially yours, 

Rabbi Marc H' ' Tammbaum 
National Director 
Interreligious Affairs 
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Tfm-·AMERICAN JEWISH CllMITI'EE 
165 E. 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

I. · E:iucation. 

.. 
DCMESI'IC AFFAIRS CDf.MISSION MEErING 

Institute. Building 
New Yo,rk-, N. Y., 

Jamiary 12, 1981 

'MIW'IES 

Frank Goldsmith, new chair of the National F.ducation Ccmnittee, 
re:EX>rterl on the ccmnittee's priorities. for this program year

0 
'llle cxmnittee 

views str~Erl i;:ublic Erlucation as an essential. American institution 
which can help raise. productivity and assist young people to meet the challenge 
of .. restoring America's praninence in the world scene. 

. He not.Erl b.o major threats to p.ililic Erlucation; tax credits for ·parents 
of children in oon-p.lblic schools arrl a constitutional arrendment to pennit 
prayer in p.iblic sclxx>ls, .. l:oth of which we oppose. He notai concern als::> al:out 
a :EX>Ssible ban on the. use of all b.lsing to desegregate scrools, even in cases 
of deliberate and conti.rruing segregative acts by s:xre sch::>ol boards 0 

The a:mnittee will work in coalition with major national groups to 
help raise the quality of· Erlucation through establ.ishrnertt of a national coalition 
and w.ill develop i:naterial to help AJC chapters develop Strategies on [.Ublic educa
tion issue s which are of local concern. This is viewed as particularly irni;Drtant 
in light of the new Mnini.stration's ocmnitment to shift furds to state, rather 
than FErleral, programso 

II. \'bnen' s Issues 

carol Stix reporterl on the WJinen's Is~s Corrmittee ineeting, ooting 
· that wanen' s issues in AJC will n<:M fccus on i~~ation of concerns into the 
priorities of each Ccmnission. The DAC's carmittee, chaired by Bernice ·Sandler, 
identified priority -issues as follows: · 

1 0 F.qua1 Rights Amerrlment. We will conti.rrue to work with other 
· groups far passage of ERA in states that are now consider..:... 

ing ito . 

2 . Reprcxiuctive freedor.:l (arortion and birth :control) is a rrajor 
issue and should be viewerl as protection of the individual's 
constitutional rights. We will deal with this not by asking 
pecple whether or not they favor atortion, but rather as a 
protection of an individual's right to freedan of choice and 
with opposition to goverrmient's interference in peopl~'s 
private liveso · 

3. Fcorr.mic aspects - pay equity. Al tl"Dugh equal pay for equal 
w::>rk is oq ,tJ'le l:ooks, in practice ·1:.11ere is considerable 
evasion. A relatai issue is the lack of services for work
ing w:rnen such as day care centers. 
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There was stron;J agreerrent 'with this strategy a.rd lengthy discussion 
on the neetl to use careful, non-em::>tional language, in explaining our p:>sition 
inside and outside the agen::::y. 

III. 75th Anniversary 

Jenne Britell reporta:i on DAC's progi;-am for AJC's 75th Anniversary. 
The planning ccmai.ttee has crosen "Changing Cbt)Cepts of Justice in America -
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties in a New DeCa.4e," as the theme for the meet
ing and is working on speakers and appropriate setting in Washington. We plan 
to have a U.S. SUprene Cburt Justice or other well-~ federal judge speak 
followe:i by a panel of reactors. · 

rv. Jewish/Hispanic Relations 

Jenne Britell .. also reparta:i on "an extraordinary meeting," sp:>nsored 

- M -~ . 

by AJC in an effort to create a dialCXJUe between Chicaros and Jews. The Chicano/ 
American Jewish Ccnr.ti.ttee Western Regional Leadership ·Retreat was co-chaired by 
Cblorado legislator, Richard castro, arrl Cblora00 Higher Eau:ation camri.ssioner, 
Lee Kersclmer. The close to 40 pa+ticii?ants i~luied legislators, business 
people, civil rights ·arrl civic leaders fran b:>th the Jewish arrl Chicano oormum.i
t;ies in ·the West and Southwest. The discussio~ ranged over a number of issues 
of d~ 'concern to ooth grrups iocluding bilingual education; quotas and affirma
tive action; U.S./Israel relations and U.S.~ican relations. In addition, 
there ~ presentations on the structure and organization of the Jewish and 
Chicano ccmnunities, with an emphasis on national overviews. Jenne noted that, 
in addition to greater understanding of each other's priorities and feelings, 
the. meeting was helpful in dispelling stereotypes and C?;'eating a better base 
fran which· to build cooperative programs. 

In a related matter of concern to Hispanics, Jesse Mll'golin, chair of 
the National legal Corrmittee, roted that. the Miami Olapter wishes to jc;>in the 
lawsuit challen:Jing a recently passed ordinance that would prohibit use of funds 
for any services or written materliil in any language other thari English. 

v. ~ti-Semi tisn - Abr6ad 
. . 

Mil ton Ellerin' s rep:>rt on anti-Sani tisn in France and Gellna.ny was 
baSed on first-,..hand interviews in ooth countries. These were corrlucta:i during 
his recent sabbatical studies in tlx>se two comtries. He felt that French anti
Semi tism is widespread and increasing. Jews are being scapegoated for the 
COW'ltry ' s problans arrl the Frerch have rot faced up to their role in the oolocaust 
and to their lack of resistance to the Nazis. Ellerin noted that there was · 
reason to beli~e ·that Arab:terrorists were responsible for the banbing of the 
Rue Copernic an1 later a travel agerx::y in Paris, as well as of a hotel in Nairobi. 
He was particularly disrrayed that oo anti-Semi.tic incidents on bont>ing had been 
solved nor have any perpetrators been brought to justice. Despite ' this, he 
not:Erl that France does .not discriminate qgainst . J~ a~ Jews, that not a single 
influential public figure is a koown anti-Semite arrl that the Nazi llOV'errent has. 
no status or tx>litical following. 

• 
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In Gemany, on the other harrl, he felt there was no public support 
for National Scx:ialism, that nest Gennans have ocrce to ~t Nazi i:-esµ:>nsi
bility for \er crines (although ~y do n<;>t.· accept any theory of colleetive 

.9uilt). arrl that there ·is overwhelrn:i,ng · supp:>i::t for a ·datDcratic. fo+m of 'govern-
.I'lEnt~ . . . ,.: · . . . . . . . . .·: . . ·: . . . .. . 

He noted that anti-Sanitism ·in. toaay's Ge:Orany is naxd to fieasi.ri-e. 
However, relati~ly few Gennans know any Jews and 77% claim no knowledge of 
what rappened during the W:lr. He believes th:lt on ~ basis of his in~iew 
·and experience, the West Gennan goverrinent is c1€dicated to stcmping out: any 

· evidence · of nee-Nazism. · . : 

VI. Anti ..:.s€mi tisrn at Horn - A Chapter Re$panSe . 

. . David Peirez of the long Islarrl Chapter reported on· · i.nc'reasing anti-
. SEimitisrn in tliat area arid descri..ba3 the resp:>nse of the Great Neck High Sc.h:x>l 
· that was found covered with swastikas. One r:Drnihg a faculty m3t1ber of tlµs 

prerlaninantly Jewish sch:x>l, who was present at the meeting, initiated a series 
of programs at the schOOl callOO.. "SHARE DAY •. " (Stop Hatred and 'ReSFOnd Effec
tively.) Erika H. Mererns, a Grea.t Neck resident, who was largely reSIX>QSible 
for organizing Share Day was introduced. Regularly scheduled classes were 
cance:+led and over 150 \\10.rkshop sessions were held to give stuients the oppor
tunity to ihteract with experts of national, international and local stature in 
the field of education, religion and goverrment, and who sp:>ke about the dynamics 
of bigotry and ways to canbat it. 

. . 
F.qually inportant in Share Day was an evening public neeting at the 

High School which drew nore ·than 500 adults to discuss what measUres citiz:ens 
could take to increa.se intergi:oup understanding and cx:mnunication ~ thili the 

canmunity. ~conclusions were the need to look at the curriculum to 5ee 
what is done to teach al:out bigotry and how to canbat it; that ~e was a . 
healthy catharsis .of the ·ariX.iety and h:>stility felt by residents; and that~ 
crnmunity's educat;iDnal institution can be a crucial element in helping a · 
cx::mruni ty face a c::amu.mi ty crisis. Finally, in facing up to these proJ;>lems, 
the carrrn.mi ty itself \las made nore heal thy and strong. · · .. · 

There is evidence that the defac·illg, of the High Semel was l'lf;!i ther 
an organized activity nor \IBS it likely that there was I<l<K, amo-Nazis or Other 
anti-semi tic groups were l.nvol ved. . 

The police re5pc:)nse was quick and the investigative status of ~ 
offense was upgraded fran misiemeanor to violation (minor crine) .~ Only in 
rar~ cases have such incidents been classified as felonies. . . 

The Share Day experience will be written up as an AJC case report .for 
use ·in other canrminities. 

VII. EXt.rernism "'.'" A Chapter Response 

Barry Deutsch of Pittsburgh reported on that chapter's conference on 
extremisn and' an the Klan. Its purpose was to· inform commmity leaders, told 
an in-depth discussion and l::ackgrourrl of the probler.5, describing ~t other 
camrunities ·have done and set concrete goals for Pittsburgh. Sixty five to 
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seventy particiPa.nts frem groups such . as in:J', NCJ'l, YK:'A, the Religion & Race 
~il and the Url>an League heai:d presentations fra:i Alisa Kesten of AJC and 
other specialists fran the Human Relations cOmx:il and the Neaiork of Heighl;ors. 
They then participated in ~ksh.Jps on the roles and perspectives of looal 
government alXl nedia and of educators and clergy. 

There was generalagreauent that an ongoin:J steering cxmrn:i.ttee slx>uld 
meet again to develop educational programs to neke pecple nme aware of the 
problems of .racism and bigotry; merging problem; should be dealt with before 
they becane headlines; the Board of Education sh:>uld create a teacher training 
program on the Klan; am that the Pittsburgh Chapter of AJC sho.11.d create a 
lcx::al Network of Neighoors to help deal with victims of ;tlaraSSlelt in a sensi-
1:J.ve and supportive manner. Pit~h is 8% Jewish. The KKK brol.¥3ht the Jews 

. and the blacks back together to learn ·00w right-wing activity is being dealt 
. with and what the o.io groups can cb to camter it. 

Minutes prepared by Marilyn Braveman. 

·MB/so 
81-600-13 

Mimi Alperin 
Hannah Ba\mlallil 
Jay Baur.arm 
Werner Boehm . 
Jerme Britell 
Sholan D. Caray, Chclir 
Elaine 'Cooper 
George COoper 
Flo~e Daniels 
Emanuel Dannett 
Sylvia Dannett 
Barry Deutsch 
Richard Fbx · 
Jack Friedrran 
Efilth Gann 
Frank Goldsinith 
Stanley Greenstein 
Alf red Gross 
L.H. Gruneba.um 
Arthur Kiltmllf ield 
Jesse M:lrgolin 
Erika H. Merems 

David Peirez 
George lbtm 
Seynour Sanuels 
Ruth Shack 
Alvin Silvettan 
Carol Stix 
Gloria wallick 

Staff 

M. ·Bravenan 
Mn Ellerin 
R. Kaunitz 
H. Lai.ere 
B. NeNlBn 
B. Reiser 
A. Sinms 

· : 



' ~ . 

Attendance 

Bertram Gold, Chairman 
Eugene DuBow 
Milton Himmelfarb 
Selma Hirsh 
Abe Karli kow 
Sonya Kauf er 
Haskell Lazere 
Irving Levine 
Yehuda Rosenman 
Marilyn Rothman 

L . PERSONNEL . MATTERS 

The American Jewish Committee 

Staff Advisory Conmittee 
Meeting of January 19, 1981 

Summary 

" 

Seymour Samet 
Phi 1 i p Shain'i s 
Phyllis Shennan 
Ira Silvennan 
Marc Tanenbaum 
William Trosten 
Mortc;rn Yarman 

Guest 
Shula Bahat 

.· Travel: Bertram Gold said that since· the cost .of travel has risen 
so sharply in the .past few months, we will have to cut down on staff 
travel. The chapters will have to make greater use of local people 
for. their meetings. AJC will take a close look at the ways we can save 
money . i_n· the planning of trfps. It was suggested that to tut costs hotel 
booldngs should be done ·centrally and AJC should investigate the poss·i
b1l:itie~ of obtaining "corporation" discounts on hotels an~ car rentals .. 

Telephones: Mr. Gold said that the Management Councii has been 
pressing him ·to make significant cuts in the use of telephones -- .telephone 
costs .are skyrocketing. The Management Council suggested to Mr. Gold that 
abuse of the telephone for personal calls might be solved by a monitoring 
system. Mr. Gold ·said that he told the Council. that he would like to 
avoid this. He urged the .department heads to tell their staffs not to 

. use the phone for long distance business when a letter could be written. 
Staff should .take advantage. of cuts in rates · after 5:00 P. M. and speedfax 
.n~mbers should be used for all long distance calls. AJC phones should . 
not be used for personal business unless absolutely -necessary. · 

II. STAFF CASI.NET MEETING 

Phyllis Sherman expla1ned that the Staff Cab'i-net would meet for : " .. ·· 
the full day on March 5th and half a day on March 6th. A morning {or .. 
afternoon) will be devot~d to year-ahead-program planning • Dep~rtment . 
heads who have not .submitted their year-ahead plans were asked to do 
so immediately. · The plans will be sent to members of the Staff Cabinet 
for their input. Gene DuBow was asked to send a memo to the field staff 
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as soon as possible, soli .citing ' thei~ sugges~ions for agenda items. 

, SAC then made the following agenda item recontnendations: 1) 75th 
Anniversary planning. 2) The religious new righ~ (Moral Majority, etc.): 
AJC strategy, tactics and implementation. 3) The Reagan Administration, . 
implications for AJC. 4) S~aff fun4 ra:ising ,responsibilities. 5) The. 
effect of changing Jewish demography on AJC program and institutional . 
maintenance. 6) I.ntergroup relations -- profes.sional responsibilities 
and AJC role. 7) New ~pproaches in corrununicati_ons and their implica-

-9-: . 

tions for AJC. · · 

III. LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT AND CULTIVATION 

Bill Trosten said that he did not see the identification and ·· traini_ng 
of leadership as a problem .far AJC at this time. He thought we ha~ .made 
significant str.ides in this area. The .problem for us is that· we are not 
using the leadership that we have ·identified and trained. There are. now 
too many good leaders in tne pipeline, a number of whom he thought were· 
becoming disenchanted with AJC because ~hey have no significant role. · 
We should, he thought, cut down on our efforts to get new leadership and 
concentrate on using our present leaders more efficiently. He reporte~ 
that Gerard Weinstock had urged, at ·a Board of Trustees meeting, that 
there be a more systematic ·approach to use of .AJC's human re~ource~. 
Giving people titles with _no ·work does not work. . ·· . 

Gene riuBow said thai a list of ~he ~ndivid~als we are talkihQ about 
and thei·r iriter·ests should be prepared and a systematic effort· mitde · · 
to carve out· work tor them.· He said that the problem was not a chapter. 
prob 1 em but. a . na·t'iona 1 prob 1 em. . Former chapter. chairpersons, for exa111pl e, 
are not often · in'tere·st~d in- continuing work on t~e chapter 1 evel but want 
to be involved in national corranittees and the national conmittees are · 

. not always sensitive to .this problem; 

· Mrs. Hirsh said that the feeder process breaks down between the 
chapter. chairperson role and the Board of Governors. The corranissions 
do not provide a satisfactory transition .between top chapter roles ~nd 
the Board -of Governors. It was a~reed · that the agency should reconsider . 
the way .in which the program corrmnssions are handled. There .is not . 
sufficient selectivity in the choice of members so that the corranissions 
do not have sufficient prestige. 

We need to distinguish. between the older and younger leaders. We 
may have to concern ourselves for a time with the older leaders before 
we raise the. level of expectation of the younger ones. If the younger 
·1eaders are no:t given meaningfui roles, tt _is likely that we wi.11 ·lose 
some of the11J. Perhaps this is the only alternative was ·one view expres·sed. 
Others thqught that there w~re alternatives. We s.imply are not _· seizfog 

-:., . . 

·' ....... 

. ~. "" 
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the opportunities that are available. Shula Bahat explained that the 
roles need not be long term. We should be devising experiences for our 
lay leaders, young and old, that are satisfying and make them feel part 
of the "clout" group in AJC. Examples cited were AJC leadership missions, 
such as the one to Mexico. More of these kinds of missions ought to be 
planned. We ought to more systematically invite leaders to meet in small 
groups with top government people. Meetings might be held for leadership 
with key media personalities. One problem is that many of our lay leaders 
do not know what AJC is about. Since they don't know what's going on in 
the organization they do not know how to plug in to our work. 

It was suggested that these 50 or so top leaders might be utilized 
in an advisory capacity. When there is a key issue a letter might be 
sent by the president or executive vice president to this list soliciting 
their views and "maintaining contact." This can also be done by a phone 
call from Bert Gold or Maynard Wishner. 

Another approach, suggested by Irving Levine, was to have a National 
Project Council which would identify two, three, or more national projects 
which would be implemented locally but would be directly responsible 
to the national program. Special funds could be raised for a few of 
the projects of the so-called National Projects Council. Some thought 
this might set up a competition between the chapters and the special 
program. The Philadelphia Chapter was cited as an example of the way 
in which national and local programs could be integrated so as to maximize 
the national applicability on the local level and so as to get national 
exposure for local leaders. 

There wa·s some discussion about the perception of field staff today 
about their roles. Irving Levine said that when he was an area director 
he knew that the chapter had as its primary function to implement national 
program. There was less concern about what the local chapter thought 
about the program. The local chapter also, of course, had its own local 
programs. 

It was decided that an information profile would be drawn up on 
the list of leaders about whom we are concerned so that we can think 
about ways to utilize them. After the list is drawn up, it was agreed 
that th~re would be a meeting to discuss further specific ways to deal 
with the problem. · 

PHS:mb 

81-900-14 
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January 20, 1981 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
The Americ~n Jewish Committe~ 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Marc·: : 

It was such a lovely sur prise to open my mail 
today to find your warrn words and ·kind ih¥ita
tion to receive the Distingu1s~ed· Service Award. 
r am ·so honored by this, and would ·be delig~~ed 
to attend the Annual Banquet . 

I hope you yotirself are fine . I think of you, 
·and really look forward to seeing you again. 
Since schedules . seem to carry us both away .from 

·friends too much, it ' s good to know that now 
we have a set day to catch up - although. I hop~ 
there will be an opportunity . t~ get together before 
four months from· now! · 

I was -very touched oy the radio script and Jewish 
Week-Examiner piece~ - than_k you. 

Again, Marc:; .. thank you too for the award. And all 
the best to you until we meet again. 



READER'S DIGEST 
750 Third Avenue • New York, N.Y. 10017 

Telcphoae: 972-4000 

January 27, 1981 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
National Director, Interreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Rabbi Tananbaum: 

h . . · We have finally concluded our editorial work on Reader '·s 
Digest ATIAS OF THE BIBLE, which goes t ·o press in June 
and will be published in the fall. 

With this letter I am forwarding page proofs of the extended 
introductory material and a few sample pages _ from the 32-
page gazetteer that concludes the volume. Previou~ly I have 
sent .you proofs of the central map section of the . boo~, pages 
4 8 to 208. 

I now inv'ite your particular attention to the copyright/masthead 
page (page 4), on which your name appears as a consult~9t, and 
to the introduction (About This Book, pages 5-7). ·: · .::'t.,. 

... 
If you have eomments on any of this material, .. P.lease write or 
telephone (972-6355) at your earliest convenience. I reµ1ain 
grateful for your encouragement and assistance . in preparing this 
book for publication and hope you will share my .. pride and sense 
of accomplishment . 

. · 

JLG:alp 
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TIME 
4Feb 

ACTIVITY 

ITINERARY FOR -
Rabbi-Marc Tanenbaum 

Director American Jewish Committee 
4 - 7 February 1981 

-LOCATION 

- Approx ~ 2.0 ).-~ 

'VI tJo . - """°~ 

(1) Arrive Manhattan Manhattan Airport 

UtOO·- - -~ 

S Feb 
0600 - 0615 

0630 - 084~_ 

0845 - 0900 -

En route to Grimes Hal 1 

Enroute to ·NCO 'Club 

v Cn)Natii:mal: Prayer Breakfast _, ! 1 NCO Club 

- "''· J,'-' ws\~ · En route to Cmd Chap ~ - i . 

0900 - 1125··-. .:
1
V . (3) Cmd Chap Brief Bldg, 178 

1125 - 1130 Enroute to Lunch 

1130 - 1255 .... v (4) Lunch 
- <.o,. 

100 ScT10 field . ' 

1255 - 1300 Enroute to Div HQ 

1300 - 1400 v (5) C~mmand · Brief Main Conf Room -

1400 - 1430 / · Office t:a11 ·w/CG 

1430 - 1630 (6) Visit 1-63 Armor 

Div HQ 

Field Location 

1630 - 1825 ../ Free 

1825 - 1830 I · Enro_ute to Dinher 

Grimes Hall 

~ 
1830 · (7) Dinner 333 Pershing 

~ \ . 

271200 Jan 

"TRANSPORTATION 

- Com. Air 

Sedan -

S~dan 

Sedan 

Spdan · 

Sedan 

~eep/UH - lH . . 
i 

I 
· Sedan 

~ 

RESPONSIBLE 
OFFICER/AGENCY 

CMD CHAP 

II 

II 

II . 

" 
II . 

II 

SGS 

CMD CHAP 

G-3 

CMD CHAP 

_CDR, 1st BOE 

CMD CHAP 

II 

. . 

COL Abramowitz 

·-;.. 

• 
\ 

' - ~~ . 

) · 



:··. ··'I - : ~· · RESPONS I BLE 

TIME ACTIVlTY · : LOCATION ·;TRANSPORTATION OFFICER/ AGENCY 
I • 

6Feb ·, j 

0645 - 0700 Enroute to 93ith ~ng Gp· r Odan CMD CHAP 
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1. To be met by CH (COL) Speitel 

2. Per published agenda . 

. 3. To provide CH (.COL) Speitel the opportunity to confer with Rabbi ran·enbaum ·and 
brief him on Fort Riley religious affairs. 

4. Hosted by BG . .Vail. Guest include CG, :A.DC(S) ~ PPC, t/s,. CH ·(COL) Speitel, BG Hut
chinson and Rabbi Tanenbaum. 
5. General Qrientation t"o Fort" Riley and the 1st Infantry Division by CPT Rounds. 

· 6 . . To observe three companies at separate locations ·involved in NBC training, a~y 
Fire on Table VIII and tactical movement of tank units. Chap. Peterson will escort. . . . . . 

·1. Guest include Rabbi Tanenbaum, Mr. and Mrs. Ser, Mr. and Mrs. Becker, LT and 
Mrs. Niekirk and CPT Brill. 

8.. To include approx 30 soldiers from the Fort Riley Jewish conununi ty. 

9. Rabbi Tanenbaum will meet with Fort Riley chaplains. 

10. Approximately 20 Fort Riley chaplains will meet with Rabbi Tanenbaum in Ball-
room #4 for lunch. Participants will go through lwich line. Several Junction City/ : · 
Manhattan ministers will also be invited . 

11. To· p~ given by Colonel Gentry. 

12. Guest list TBA . . 

13. To be ·followed by snacks and Fellowship ho~r at the Chapel. 

14. Will be escorted by Mr. Ser (Junction City). 

.j 

·, : 

. : 

.. [ 



• . ~ ·• t I . . . 
' . 
r 

'i 

OP · 
t:J D 0 
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UNIVERSITY Q'F MISSOURI-KANSAS '?ITY 

February 12, 1981 

Rabbi Marc H •. Tanenbaum 
National Director Interreligious Affairs 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Department of History 

5212 Rockhill Road 
Kansas City. Missouri 6411 O 

Telephone (816) 276• 1631 

I am very glad we had a chance to meet percsonally during 
your last visit to Kansas City in which you made quite an 
impact 0n the community Jewis~ and non-Jewi.sh. 

As I told you when we met, my book on comparative 
religion entltled' Judaism a·nd 'the· G'e·n·til·e· Fa·iths written 
from the vantage ·point of Jewish scholarship will be pub
lished by Fairleigh Dickinson University Press this year:.:· 
The book can be of great use t6 the American Jewish Committee 
particularly in offsetting the thrust of the Moral Majority. 
Yehudah Rosenman and ~im. Rudin suggested that it could be 
used as a text for The· Academy wl.thou·t wa1·1s and possibly 
for sell.linars. 

I am working on a project with Mr. Joel Levitch of 
Jason F:ilms of New York, ~n independent education movie 
and T.V. producer to develop a course for Cable T.V. based 
on the book. The publisher Mr.' Julien Yosseloff of 
Associated University Presses of Cranbury, New Jersey is 
willing to cooperate. 

Would it be possible to have the 'book reviewed in 
· Cp1JUilent'ary once it is published? You indicated that there 
.is· a possibility for' seed money for the course on C~ble 
T. V. We are working on some financial support locally anq 
in New York. Woul¢ the America.n Jewish ·committee Interreli
giou.s Affairs Department be interested in co-sponsoring such 

· an educational T.V. program? · 

an equal oppo<tuni1y ins1itution 



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
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P~ge Two 

I am sendil)g you a preface, table of contents, an-~:.: 
introducto~y chapter and a small p~~t of Chapter I of the 
manuscript. I realize you will want to see the book as 
a ·whole when it is published but this material can help you 
decide whethei;- you and ·the Interreligious Affairs Department 
would like to support this project. · I would very much appre
ciate your reaction. With all best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

. fH 
seph P. Schul£~ · 
penstein Brothers Professor of 

udaic Studies 
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JUDAISM AND THE GENTILE FAITHS: 

COMPARATIVE STUDIES · IN RELIGION 

BY 

JOSEPH P. SCHULTZ \ 



PREFACE 

\..,..~ 
·'J:hea-studies-inThis volume ~e.re begun .eight-···years- ago when in 

~ 

teaching Jewish Studies I became aware of the lack of a single work 

treating the Jewish reiigious experience in a cross-cultural context . 

Since Judaism is the focal point of these st:Udies and the tradition 

in which I am at home , my treatment. of Jewish material is detailed, 

specific, and based on an intimate knowledge of primary sources. In 

treating other religious traditions I have sought to acquaint myself 

with as much of the original source material relating to these studies 

as w~s available to me and which seemed necessary to understand dif-

f~renees among specialists. But for the most part I have had to rely 

on secondary sources because of t he scope of this work . To treat in 

detail each of the religipus traditions which serve as the basis for 

compar.ison is beyond my comp~tence and would entail a work too vast 

for the covers of a single book . I have poached upon the preserves 

of specialists in Jewish Studies as well as upon the scholarly fields 

of other traditions because the questions in which I was interested 

cut across geographical boundaries, time periods, and disciplines. 

In the final analysis, despite certain drawbacks, comparative 1nd 

cross-disciplinary work is best carried on in the mind of a single 

investigator rath~r than by a committee of cooperating specialists . °"' . ..4_,, J.,V, ,W,··~ -~~'-· ~'. .. ~~ 
- , I .' 

The notes contain the" more important sources utilized. To cite all 
'\ 

.ix . 
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of the literature pertaining to each ~tudy would have turned a work 

of interpretiv~::;.:~:~into a bibliography. Every effort has 

been made to bring the material up to date, but the process can never 

be completed. The transliteration of Hebrew terms follows the usage 

of the Jewish Encyclopedia. Transliteration of other foreign lan-

guages follows general ·usage. In a number of instances diacritics 

have been omitted so as not to intimidate the nonspecialist .reader. 

Portions of these 

studies have been published as individual articles in various schol-

arly journals, ·but the material has been reworked and supplemented 

for the purposes of this work. 

I-want to thank the editors of Judaism, Conservative Judaism, 

Judaica;· The Journal of Religious Ethics, and the Journal of Ecumeni-

c.M:·· Studies for permission to reprint portions of the material pub-

lished ·in these journals. 
t .- _. : I ,· ,,- /:.· :- ; ;. ~ ·. /' '"" 1·~ ~ ! .. ,~. j- ~ 
·' l . , . . ......... , -: .... . :"'. - •') ' ; / 

The ' various libraries utilized in the preparation of this work 

have · been graciously accollUilodating and I wish to record my thanks to 

Dr. Herman Dicker of the Library of the Jewish Theological Seminary 

of America, to Dr. William Sparks of the Library of St. Paul School 

of Theology, to the staffs of the Widener and Andover-Harvard libraries 

of Harvard University, and to the staffs of the libraries of Boston 

Hebrew College, the Spertus College of Judaica, the University of 
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my approac~ to the world of learning. My father, o~ blessed memory, 

imparted to me the Talmudic lea~ing and the Jewish ethical teachings 

of the East European Jewish heritage. The late Professor Harry A. 

Wolf son trained ~e in the methodology of Jewish scholarship and en-

eouraged me to see Jewish Studies in the context of other cultural 

and religious traditions. The late Professor Abraham Joshua Heschel 

gave me a profound appreciation for the Jewish mystical tradition. 

Professor Nahum N. Glatzer was the first to excite my interest in 

the drama of Jewish Distory as an undergraduate, later taught me as 

a graduate student and read <?- po~ion of this manuscript._ 

I have discussed various portions of this work with the follow-

ing colleagues who offered critical corrunentary and guidance but who 

are not responsible for any errors of fact or interpretation I may 

have made. Professor Benjamin I. Schwartz of Harvard's East Asian 

Research Institute , Professor Frank Reynolds of the Divinity School 

of the University of Chicago, Dr. Dale Dunlap, Dean of St. Paul 

School of Theology, Dr. Dan{el Polish, Professors All~n Russell of 

Boston University, Joel Porte of Harvard University, Jesper Rosen-

meir of Tufts University,, John Stack and carla Klausner of the Uni-

versity of Missour.i-Kansas City, and F~ Ernest Stoeffler of Temple 



.;:. .: . ... ·. 
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University. · Dr . Joseph Fletcher replied to all my communications and 

generously made available to me some of his yet unpublished material. 

Dr . Khatab M. ·Hassanein of the University of Kansas Medical Center 

translated from the Arabic t he ~ection on reincarnation in. Kirkisani's 

Book of Lights. Dr. Hennie Wenkart contributed so much in the way of 

critical insight and style and Rabbi Gershon Hadas helped to polish 
.. . .. .. 
..... • : t ~ .. 

many an awkward phrase . Finally., . in the ·words of R. Hanina, "Much 

have I learned from my teachers , even more from my colleagues , but 

from my students most of all." 

... . ,. ·. 
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THE POINT OF DEPARTURE 

To· live in an age of rapid transition is to live with the mixed 

truth, the unfulfilled vision, the imperfect present. In such an era 

there is endless tension generated by the awareness of what cannot . U;-JJ_ 
be and the uncertainty of what sba~l be. Deprived of the comforting 

security of ancient verities, men everywhere confront those large and 

important questions about life which in more tranquil times are the 

concern of the few. Jn our ti~e insecurity of sudden transition 

is reinforced by. the threat of global extinctiorl) the urgency of these 

.· ·-
questions becomes overwhelming. Ancient texts are scrutinized for 

their answers; religious tradit~ops are ransacked for their message 
~· 

of salvation; ideas, customs, rituals are borrowed indiscriminately 
. ~ 

in a . search for nmeaning." The.religious quest now permeating the 

. . . 
Western world is characterized by an unusual openness to different 

modes of living and thinking . The fermentation of life has left its 

impact on literature·, particularly in the area of cross - cultural 
. . 

studies. This book is ·the outgrowth of such an orientation. and is 

directed to the student~ the scholar, and the intelligent layman who, 

~ 

in the words of the· late Edmund Wilson_, seek to "correlate the ad} 

ventur~s and achievements of the Jews with those of the rest of the 

i · 
woriJ. 11 

The studies in this book will. examine the three central threads 

1 

, 
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2 

of the Jewish .religious experiencei-the law , ethics, and mysticism~-
• ~ M 

in. the light of a cross-cu.ltural perspective . To these .three strands 

one might possibly add the rational-philosophic motif as well. But 

in Judaism philosophy, for the most part, did not become a separate ,. 
channel -for the ~eligious experience but rather a means of _elucida-;-;. 

' ing and justifying the legal, ethical , and mystical strands of the 
,.9 . 

tradition. Wo& shall compare these three foci of Jewish life and 

thought with ' thei~ counterpart's in other religious tradit~ons, poin~ 

ing up the tensions between these sometimes conflicti~g motifs. 

But comparison implies a limited juxtaposition of characte~ 

istics) analogy, on the other hand, involv~s a much wider similar

ity. ~shall isolate comparable entities and then probe them for 
/'frJ-

failures in analogy. This method will enable ~to throw light, not 

only upon other religious traditions from the perspective of Judaism, 
. .9 

Wherever possible we-but by reflection also upon Judaism itself . 
) ) 

shall try to trace the threads of· connection between the religious 

perceptions of the Jewish people and those of other communities, 

bearing in mind that parallel developments can take place even in the 

absence of direct (or indirect) influence exerted by one culture upon 
AYI 

another.. ~presentation will pe a topical one in which the three 

major types of Jewish religious expression are highlighted; the 

analysis of the material will range through the four periods of Jew

ish historical development ~f iblica l , fa lmudic , ledieval, and fiodern, 

~. 
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but not in chronological order. ·nue to the fact that Jewish law, 

ethics, and mysticism reached their fullest maturity in ;falmudic 

-Uo\L. 

3 

and 

medieval times, these historical periods will be ~major focal point 
I 

although f>ibli~al antecedents are examined and in Part IV the modern 
\, 

era is presented. Similarly, the choice of comparative material was 

dictated by the search for phenomena in other religions contemporary 

to the particular aspect of Judaism under examination. In Part I, the 

first chapter deals with the contemporaneous development of law and 

ethics in the Rabbinic and Confucian traditions, while ,Chapters 
l I 

and~ examine ethics and mysticism in Hindu, Buddhist, and Jewish 

thought. Chapt~r .!/; i~ concerned with the attitude toward government 

· in the legal and ethical traditions of Juqaism and Islam. Part II 

sets forth the tension in the late Middle Ages between the normative 

traditions of law in the institutions of Judaism and Christianity, 

and those sects and movements motivated by mysticism and messianism 

which broke with the established order. Part III treats the confro~ 

tation between traditional .Jewish belief and ethics ·and the secular 

faith and ethics of modern man, concluding with a universal perspec-
-+Ji...cJ 

tive growing out of Jewish tradition ~ can serve as the starting 

point for a world community based on law. 
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@ Some General Principles .. 

In discussing the intellectual history of China, Benjamin Schwartz 

has defined ~he focus of intellectual history as that of men's cofi)-

scious responses to the. situations in which they ~ind themselves ·. 

Moreover, he suggests ~hat these re?ponses constitute one of the df-1 

.namic factors in changing situations. These "situations" include the 

great universals of human existence as· well as the specific social and 

cultural . conditions of given times and pla.ces . And the "conscious r(t 

sponses" are .both the exercise of intellect and also the involvement 

·. 2 
of emotional attitudes . In the comparative study of religions, the 

focus ·=hould be on the similarities and differences in the conscious 

response of men in varying t .raditions and cultures to the situations 
. le/ 

in which they find themselves. Certainly6 at a ti.me when all cultures 

are in a state of flux , the dynamic factor of human response contrib-

uting to this change must be examined. 

This approach can best be implemented if one bears · in mind 

Joachim Wach' s three main print!!.ip~the'rcoilfpa¥afive'WS~ 

·" I ~TigJ:ori~~ 

l) Within each religious tradition there is an apologetic element, 

but .the discip~:i,ne itself cannot be influenced by that apolo-

getic interest. 
. Q., 

2) The comparative approach must regard.a.;tl rjfgions as universal 

f;. 

1 • . 

.(;\ 
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options not su~ject to cultural determinism. According·ly, 

the religious man must choose his faith irrespective of the 

prevailing tradition in the particular society or culture in 

which he happens to live. 

3) Though the cross-cultural perspective must recognize that 

! 
t 
I 

"every living religion has its part i11 the spiritual educq.tion 

I of the race," it . cannot be blind to the qualitative differ.:.. 

·! 
l 

f . i· . 3 ences o various re igions. 

! 

' Underlying these principles is the question of religious truth. 

To what extent is a particular religious tradition "true"? Wach r6f 

lates the question of truth to the nature of religious experience. He 

holds ~hat the religious experience presupposes a capacity on the part 

of man to respond to divine instFuction. ·Though t here is only one uf[ 
timate reality it is perceived in .different 'Ways by the world's reli} 

. I 
gions, resulting in a multiplicity of religious experiences. Accord'j 

ing to Wach, the genuine ~eligious experience is the perception of 

divine revelation wherever it occurs, that is, within whatever ethnic, 

. 1. . t 4 cultural, soc1a·1, or re igious contex . This means that there can 

be revelation in Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity, 

and other religious communities. · Unlike other scholars, who distih) 

guish between a general revelation in the world of nature, in the 
. J.fe,J t>2 

conscience and reason of man, and a particular revelation which is 
I ~ . ) 

given in the events of history and through prophetic individuals, 
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. .. 

Wach insists that every instance of general revelation is also a 

particular one. Does this reduce God's .revelation to Christians, 

Jews, or Muslims to one among ~any? Not a.t all, for in each revel'} 

tion the truth revealed is the maximum· God can give; it has simply 

not been equally perceived or expressed ' by man's religions. In this 

connection Wach quotes J. N. Farquhar : 

-, 

\ 

I 
' l 
l 

~ 

Neither is any one religion alone true in · the sense that all 

others are merely so much sheer error ; nor again are they 

all equally true; but while all contain some truth, they not 

only differ each from the other in the points on which they 

are true but also in the amount of importance of the truth 

5 and power possessed . 

In other words, to use a kabbalistic image, God's revelation may be 

likened to a powerful beam of white light perceived through a prism 

6 

6 as millions of multicolored lights representing the entire spectrum. 

No one religious tradition reflects all the lights and all the color.}1 

but certain traditions reflect more light and a wider band of the 

o/ 
spectrum than others. Thus/it is possible for the man of faith to 

believe that though no one religion has a monopoly on revelation, his 

own particular tradition has perceived God's truth as fully and as 

decisively as is possible for finite men . · o/ . . · · r/ 
Wach must have been aware that the term .ldivine revelation../' is a 

Western religious concept foreign to the outlook of certa~n Far Eastern 
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religions. He states categorically that it · is wrong for Christians 

to examine non-C_hristian expressio!1s ot' relfgious . experience by' vieef./ 

ing them through .the ~pe~tacles o;;·~ c.h;istia; dy~~~ics. ~nd the Chri11 

tian doctrine of God. It is only through the discipline of the hist 

tory of religions and with the tools of the phenomenologist and ps1f 

chologist of religion that one can interpret the implications of 

other traditions for thought, life, and conduct in various non-ChriS} 

tian communities. In evaluating other religions the proper approach 

is to distinguish between the genuine and the nongenuine religious 
t)».d-

experience. Wach sets forth several factors which should guide Chri~ 

tian scholars in sifting the genuine from the spurious in their i6} 
0 -vestigation of non-Christian religions. ~cite those which are 

. rc.~ 
particularly pertinent to~ study. 

l 
I 
J 

I 
1 . 
I 

There is a genuine experience of ultimate reality in non-

Christian religions. 

(2) Where a genuine religi ous experience is present the Divine is 

7 , perceived. in the categories described by Rudolph Otto as the 

mysterium tremendum and mysterium fascinosum, even though 

these two aspects are not always to be fOUJld in equal· propo~-

tions in non-Christian religions. 

l f 3) The experience of the Holy is integrally related to ethics and t \. 
~ 

! . i \_4) There are various kinds and degrees of apprehension of the 

t 

morality in all religions. 
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Divine represented in non-Christian religions. 

(5) There is a genuine sense of "worship" in non-Christian systems . 

( 6) Religious experience in all religions expresses itself in some 

8 form of togetherness. 

As we shall see ~n a later chapter, Jonathan Edwards and the HasJidic 

masters of Habad in the eighteenth century ant~cipated Wach by poinf}

ing to the same factors to distinguish the authentic from the inauthefl( 

tic religious experience . 

Echoes in Jewish Tradition 

Wach's concept of revelation as both general and particular, and 

his view that God's truth is one but is perceived in varyi~g degrees 

by the world's religions through a multipli~ity of religious experf} 

ences, strikes a responsive chord in Jewish tradition. The early 

Rabbinic sourqes state that the revelation to Israel on Sinai did not 

take place in the land of Israel lest the nations of the world claim 

that it was not intended for them. God's revelation . occurred in 

no-man's:land so that it would be accessible to everyone,
9 

to ~hich 

R. Jose adds that the Sinaitic law was revealed not only to the de:} 

scendants of Jacob secretly, in an obscure place, but to the entire 

. 10 
world publicly in broad daylight. . The blend of the universal and 

the particular is also to be found in the fabbinic view that God re'j 

' vealed the Law on Sinai in four languages--Hebrew, Latin, Arabic, and 
rrt 
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Aramaic (or according to other sources in seventy languages cor~es-

11 ponding to the seventy nations of the world) . . The Rabbinic concepts 
~ :I 

., 
of the Noahite ·1aws and of the righteous among the Gentiles who are .... , 

U.-\.t. . 
assured of salvation in the .hereafter, discussed_ in~ last chapte~, 

are based on the premise that God's truth is also manifest in other 

traditions besides Judaism . 

In the. Middle Ages, Moses Maimonides paid tribute. to both Islam· 

and Christianity for the great strides toward the truth made by mafi} 

kind under their influence. Despite their misinterpretations .of many 

fundamental doctrines of Scripture, he says, Go~ in His mysterious 

wisdom has used these two faiths as aids in the moral and religious 

regeneration of the world . Christianity and Islam will , in the pef} 

spective of history , prove to have beeri. "the trailblazersn for the -
. . f ulf . lm h . nk. d 12 true messianic il ent t at yet awaits ma in . The Muslim rff} 

ligious philosophers of Maimonides' time taught that most historic 

religions could be said to share the same revelational character, and 

thus the . only difference between religions is· the relative one of 

higher or lower degrees of ·revelation. But Maimonides held that the 

religion revealed to Moses and Israel is more than 'the highest form 

among a variety of revealed religions ~-it is the one true revealed 
I\) 

. . 13 religion . 

The most complete affirmation of Wach's ·conception of a single 

divine truth reflected through the prism of the world's religions may 
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.t'0und i:n t~!P. writ in:;. ~. of R~.h':'ii A°l"rah?.Jl'I I~a~.c Kook, the rr.re ~ t snir:\. tu al 

·,~?.~t. ~r of the Jei..:ish r.eonle 1~ the twentieth century. HRbbi Kook "believed 

t.h~ t the diversity of re:li~ion is an accurate and legitimate representation 

of the diverse expres~icns of the hl~nn spirit. Religions are not meant 

to co::anete but to colle.borgte, to s t.iinulAte and emulate one another. . In 

the fer; r. ent rel~ased by th8ir free inte1'.'Acti0n each is aided to rr.ake the 

ascerit toward God in its own teMn~. The recognition thnt the various · 

for·rn s of the S'!:iri t~1al ii fe corn~ti tnte An or,::anic whole do~ s not eradicst.e 
. ' i .· 

thr: ni i' fP.rer-ce of levels between rRligions , he~ween the hi~her 8nd the 

lowe~ , · t h e holy 9nd the less holy . &tt a~~pite these dif rerences each 

reli ;-:- .tcr: is 11 R n~r:n8.n~nt :>Brt ir,i1)P.nt in the Ans?.rnhlf3 0f faiths ••• each is 
14 

is seekinF!, t,o ruise m~m to J:Jim~elf . '1 

- -·--- -·- --·- · '----'~-. -- • ····- · - - · ·- • ..&-... .. ~-- ....... . _ ·--- · - ~ .... ...... . .&.. _ -

(jf) The Framework of Jewish Scholarship 

I I • 

In a letter to Renan , Max Muller, the great orientalist, once 

wrote: lS "Before we compare, we must thoroughly know what we compare . 11 

Since J~daism is the vantage point from which this comparative study 

is launched, it is esseritial to define it and· delineate the framework 

of scholarship in which it is presented . Judaism is the religio-

ethnic-cultural civilizatio~ of the. Jewish people, who constitute a 

unique fellowship that cannot properly be designated by any one of 

the current terms, (ace ,·r ~ionali ty , ~ ~"j.gious . denomination.~ 
Only the word ~ple~~ do justice to the full reality of Jewish 
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existence and even this wo~d m~st be ponderously defined as above by 
- / . ./ 

V · <115 
the terms ~religio-cultural-ethnic .·" . 

11 

Traditional Jewish.tearning. Modern Jewish scholarship is heir . 
u~ · 

to several traditions of learning which exist uneasily side by side. 

Th~ oldest component is centered in the Yeshivot, those academies of 

j~lmudic· learning extendi~g in an unbroken chain from ~he present. back 

to pre~World War II Poland and Lithuania , to rn~dieval France, Germany, 

a 
Italy, and Spain , and ·even further back ·to Babylonia and Palestine. 

~f I • 

Some of these academies had lasted a thousand years longer than the 

venera_ble universit~es of . Oxford and Paris. In them the Jewish people 

produced a vast and var~egated literature, of which the Bible and the 
., 

Talmud were the source, and from which issued countless tributaries 

· of commentaries, lexica, expositions, summaries, responsa, and codes. 

The ~~:?37~-~~~ these schools was to answer the question: 
. ~--!~ [l 

v' .. What .does God require of ·Eis people in this time and in this place? , : 
. Af.:'·''' 

· .~ t'~ - ·r:f.I'he answer was derived f.rom Scripture and from life. On the one hand, 
~ I ' - -\J..\.'·· :" f b v-v . 

· t l' : .- · ·human needs had to be met. . :~'-. . ... 0.f \ . But on the other hand, the leeway provided 
c.v.. \! . 

-,-..v- ,~·· .'--
. ... , .... _ .. : . 
,. t • • v -

:{i: ... 

· word 
for meeting these needs was always limited . by the ~of God re·} . 

corded .in ScriptureAwhich 
/ I "I 

Thus/7Rabbinic literature is the outgrowth of a constant shuttling 
. I 

could be interpreted but not contravened. 

back and forth between the ·sacred text of Scripture_ and the ever n~w 
-t..{.~ 

problems of life wftielT .had to be solved. It was the two poies of 
~....;;t 

Scriptu~e ·and of life wffi.eh generated a tension between the religious 
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ideals of study and of observance . The polaric tension between these 

two values . is reflected in numerous falmudic discussions of law and 

ethics and, as we shall see, became one of the foca~ points of the 

controversy between HasJ,ldism and its opponents in the East European 

Jewish co~unity during the eighteenth century. The two ideals~ 
study and of reli gious -ethical practice , also gav~ rise to two types 

of falmudic academies . In one type of school the ideal was "knowf[ 

edge for its own sake," the pursuit of learning without any uiterior 

motive, even without ·a motive so rarefied as the reward of God. · In 

the best of these schools .careful attention was given to scholarly 

method . The texts were approa~hed with the i dea of comprehending . 

their underlying principles a~d their architectonic units. A second 

type of falmudi c academy , whose most notable prototype existed iri 

Eastern Eur ope, emphasized learning as the gateway to the righteous 

life. In these schools the study of ethical tracts and homi:Lies 

(rnussar literature) took second place only t? the study of Talmud, 

and in certain schools as much attention was given to the former as 

to the latter. Students were under the tute'iage ?f spiritual guides -

who supervised their ethical and religious development as well as 

their intellectual growth. The atmosphere was suffused with piety, 

and the· student had before him the living examples of saintly men 
. . 17 

whose learning was matched by their character. 

The discipline of Scripture interpretation carried on in the 
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fa.lmudic academies was rooted in the belief that on Mount Sinai God 

revealed to Israel the written and the oral law. All of the later 

rulings of prophets and sages ·are .put a later unfolding of that which 

alreqdy existed in potentia in the revelation on Sinai. Even inn6"\-

vative legislation introduced by Talmudists of a later .period was 

understood as being derived from that which was implicit in the words 

of Scr.:t.pture but was not mq.de explicit until much later. For this 

reason the f abbinic interpretation of Scripture with its roots in the ~ 
1vv..f~ <.1' !t-'-.· 

Si naitic revelation claimed absolute authority . . It sought to OHQPCGttte- ef~ 1A l..P....,.Y. 

the reality of the Jew no matter in what country he lived. Th b '-#A~V e a so- µ1-~I)~ ,.,,. 

.. 
lute authority of the written and ~he oral law demand~d that the Jew 

fit his own life into its world and feel himself to be an element in 

its structure of universal history . 

For a long. time it was comparatively easy for the Jewish world 

to comply with this demand. As late as the European Middle Ages it 

was possible to represent fiblical events as ordinary phenomena of 

contemporary life an~ maintain liblical law with its fabb~nic inter

pretation ~s the governing force of Jewish society. But when it. b~ 

came impossible, because of great change in environment, and through 

the awakening of a critical consciousness, to fit contemporary life 

into the mold of Scripture and Talmud, the fiblical-fabbinic claim. to 

absolute authority was jeopardized. When the authority of the Sinaitic 

Revelation was undermined by · the rationalism of a new age~which 
J 
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proclaimed that revelati on to be a myth, the bridge of Bible inter
~/~ 

pretation ~ spanned the centuries from Sinai to the modern period 

collapsed. Thus~or a majority of Jews Biblical stories became 

ancient legends, piblical law was separated from the divine imperat 

tive, and Rabbinic methods of interpretation were abandoned. Only a 

faithful and embattled remnant still cllLng to the bridge of interprli 

tation l eading back to Sinai.
18 

The "Science" of Judaism. In Jewish scholarship and in the Jewish 

community the new frame of mind was fostered by the Enlighterunent of 

the eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries . Freed from the forced 

separation of the ghetto and its Fiblical-fabbinic Weltanschauung? .the 

Jew was confronted with the critical outlook of the Enlightenment . In 

an attempt to fuse the old learni~g and the new, German Jewry created 
. . i . 

the second component .of modern Jewish scholarship~ -Die Wissenschaft 
. . ~ . 

des Judentums. As yet there is no satisfactory translation of this 

term. The Science of Judaism comes closest~but the word Wissenschaft 
J 

as used by its practitioners connotes far more than the English word 

science. It includes the critical investigation of the entire range 

of Jewish life as embodied in its language, literature, law, instit6}-

tions., 

ities. 

and history. It is the scientific .method applied to the hurnafit 

The. word ~aism~re includes both the content of the Jew7 

ish heritage and its bearers; it encompasses both Judaism and the 

Jewish community. 
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. Though the scientific method and the critical spirit of the 

Science of Judaism were stimulated by the Enlightenment, these modern 

attitudes exist~d in embryonic form in the Talmud itself and in such 

medieval discipl ines as Hebrew· philology, ¥iblical exegesis, and re!f 

ligio~s philosophy. 
! 

It ·is in a fallnu~ic discussion that we find ex-

pressed the startlingly modern view that Job never existed but was 

merely a symbolic fig~re used by the riblical author.19 In a similar 

tJ.i.,~ 
adumbration of modern critical views ~ question the Mosaic authot} 

ship of the entire Pentateuch, the Rabbis stated that Joshua wrote the 

last eight verses of the Book of Deuteronomy dealing with the death of 

20 . . 
Moses. Saadia Gaon, the leading Jewish intellect of .the ninth cen-

tury, utilized th~ discipline of comparative Semitics in his tra.nsli} 

tion of the Bible ·into Arabic as well as in his lexicon and Bible 

COJJUl!entary . Saadia and Moses Maimonides employed the categories of 

Greek and Arabic philosophy in composing their own philosophical works. 

Abraham Ibn Ezra, the medieval Bible commentator, poet, and grammarian, 

went even further than the Rabbis by intimating that a hand other than 

that of Moses may have composed other portions of the Pentateuc~ in 

addition to th~ last eight verses. However, living as he. did in the 

age of belief, Ihn Ezra could only h~nt obliquely at these matters in 

his corrunentary on the Bible and usually ~onc1.uded such comments with 

. k ti d d h . . ff . . 1121 the cryptic rernar an a wor tote wise is su icient . 

Far more open and pronounced was the critical approach of the 
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Jewish scholars of Italy during . .the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 

Profoundly influenced by the Italian RenaissaDce, which foreshadowed. 

the Enlightenment of the . eighteenth ce~~ury, these scholars were the 

actual forerunn'ers of the Science of Judaism. Elijah Levi ta; the 

confidant~nd t~tor of cardinals and princes, investigated the 

Masoretic text of the 'Hebrew Bible and his work is still of great 

value to modern scholarshi~ . One of the most original scholars of 

the Italian Renaissance was Azariah de Rossi, whose classic work, 

M~~~ Enayim, published in 1573~~5, was the first important work in 
. ; I\ 

modern Jewish scholarship . It was no accident that it was reissued 

nearly three centuries later by Leopold Zunz, the father of the Science 

of Judaism . . 

In founding the Science of Judaism in the year 1819~Zunz · posited 
~ 

a twofold goal for the new society : 

1) To present the literature and history of the Jewish past in 

the modern garb of the critical humanistic ' disciplines, thereby 

bolstering the wavering loyalty of young Jews to Judaism and 

winning the respect of the larger corrimunity for its values. 

2) To aid the Jews in achieving political, social, and economic 

rights as full-fledged citizens by demonstrating that Jews 

had attained these rights in other civilizations of the past. 

Of the two goals only the second was achieved. Among the young men 

who helped him found the Science of Judaism, Zunz alone remained in 
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th~ Jewish fold.!{~. others c·onvert•d to Christianity. The young Jews 
) 

of Zunz 1 s time who, _in the memorable words of Heinrich Heine, looked 

upon bapti~rn as the entrance t~cket to European civilization, were 

not fired by Zunz ' s ideal of the critical study of the Jewish past. 

Scholarship ha_s never attracted the masses~and even those of an in-
. } ' . 

tellectual bent turned to the beckoning world of European culture 

rather than to Jewish lear~ing~-which they identified with the ghetto 
t'\\ 

from which they were escaping. Nevertheless, the Science of Judaism 

was succes'sful in_ helping the Jews 

struggle for civi l r.ights . Zunzrs 

of France. and Germany to win their 

work 9'amen der Juden_, published 

in 1837 , challenged a Prussian decree forbidding Jewish parents to 

give nchristian 11 names to their children. Zunz demonstrated that Jews 

had always freely used names borrowed from the general environment; 

the Prussian goverrunent_ retracted most of the restrictive edict . 

But the greatest achievement of the Science of Judaism was ·that 

it gave modern Jewish scholarship its basic · tools: critical canons 

derived from the study of classical philology and modern historio1t 

· .raphy, and a sens~ of historyl-ernphasizing both the role of change 
. ,.~ . 

and a strong consciousness of the interaction of the Jew and the w9rld . 

Everywhere the Science of Judaism sough~ to explo~e intercultµral ret 
lationshi·ps. It investigated what it was that Judaism had borrowed 

from,and in turn contributed to, general civilization, and the circufu} 

stances under which Judaism had acted as an inter:nediary between 
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various cultural entities. The new scholarship extended the boundaries 

·of· Jewish learning far beyond the_narrow focus of the famudic academy. 

The study of Hebrew, Aramaic, and other Semitic languages became basic. · 

Archaeology, ancient history, compar~tive religion, comparative· law, 

and folklore~;;:onsidered reievant to . the study of the Jewish 

heritage. 

The limitations of the Science of Judaism were its apologetic 

goals and its nineteenth-century "historicism," an oversimplified co11\ 

. ~ . 
ception of history ~GR str~ssed development but overlooked continuity. 

It conceived of change as unilinear, progressing straight up, overlook\-

ing the fact that the course of human events is marked by retrogre51 

sions as well as progressions. The ultra-rationalism of the nineteenth 

century also had its effect on Jewish scholars~who failed to give 
J 

proper value to the emotional and mystical factor~ in the Jewish e~1 
f 

perience, particularly in the various Messianic movements, in Xabbalah, 

and in Has!\dism. 21 Since the Science of Judaism was centered largely· 
~ 

in Germany, its devotees looked down upon East European Jewsj1whom they · 

considered inferior in W~stern cultural attainments. 

As a result of these limitations of :time · and place, the savants 

of the Science of Judaism · rernai_ned untouched by the Zionist movement 

with its Messianic roots and its popular support in Eastern Europe. 

C_onvinced ·that Judaism could not survive the age of reason, they 

turned their attention more and more to ·the past. When the Russian-
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born Hebrew poet~ Judah Leib Gordonj visited the great Jewi.sh bi15).. 
? . ()/ I 

liographer/ Moritz Steinschneider/ in Berlin and told him that he was 

a Hebrew poet, the aged scholar supposedly asked him: "Young man, in 

what century did you live?" Zunz himself looked ·upon the movement he 

had founded as the "swan s_ong" of Jewish learning, predicting that by 

the year 1918 .Hebrew books would be virtually unavailable . When that 

year arrived three twentieth-century German Jewish scholars were turtq. 
ing Zunz's prediction into a false prophecy by correcting the distotf 
. . ·~· . . 
tions in the scholarship -w1d:ch he had fathered . Gershom Scholem, 

, 
Franz Rozenzweig, and Martin Buber restored p essianism , Ka~balah, 

Has~dism, and an appreciation of East European Jewry to their rigttf)

ful place in the variegated pattern of Jewish tradition . 

Contemporary Jewish ~tudies. The third component of modern Jew-

ish scholarship, contemporary Jewish studies, including the field of 

modern Hebrew literature, fill~d the lacunae left by the Science of 

Judaism. In a certain sense the scholars of the Science of Judaism 

shared a common platform with their traqitional counterparts in the 

falmudic academies!- a past orientati9n . The difference between them 
~ . . 

lay in thJ f~ct that the traditional Jewish · scholars viewed the pa~t 

with the reverent acceptance . ~£ pietist)'~hile the Wissensch~ft schofj 

ars approached it with the.critical apparatus of the classicists. 

Louis Finkelstein best summed up the matter when be testified to the 

difficulties ~nvolved in compiling a standard reference work descr~bing 
' 
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the whole phenomenon of Judaism. 

What surprised me . .. was the dearth of information about 

Jews today . There are probably a hundred people, and more, 

whose profession it is to discover all that can be known 

about the Jews in Jerusalem in the first century; there 

does not seem·to be one who has the same duty for t~e Jews 

23 of New York in the twentieth century . . 

The specialists in contemporary Jewish studies have sought to redress 

the balance. The impetus for their work has come from two main 

-sources: the r8:creation of Jewish national life in the state of 
.\ 

Israel, including the renaissance of the Hebrew language and the but) 

geoning of the social science aisciplines .. And a third motivating 

I A 
source must not be overlooked--the burning need to document for posf 

r"1 
terity the destruction o:f European ··Jewry in the Nazi holocaust. The 

handicaps of the field are a lack of a scholarly tradition of its own 

and, of course, the fact that ·its specialists are better grounded in 

the social sciences than they are in classical Jewish studies.
24 

The $tudy of Judaism by Christian Scholqrs. The final element 

in the discipline of modern Jewish scholarship is the contribution of 
' 

Christian scholars to the stµdy of Judaism.. Beginning with the early 

~hurch Fathers Origen and Jerome, who learned their Hebrew from Rabbis 

in the land of Israel, reaching a high point in the Renaissance and 

the Reformation and con~inuing to the present day, Christian scholars 

=I 

I 
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have participated in many phases of the Jewish scholarly enterprise. 

The five generations of Buxtorf s who served as professors of Hebrew 

at the University. qf B~~el, to cite one example among many, estatq 

lished the field of Hebrew bibliogr?phy. They translated into Latin 

considerable portions of the Mishnah, as well as the works of the 

¥ 25 
medieval Jewish philosophers/Moses Maimonides and Judah Halevy. 

During the centuries when Jewish scholarship virtually neglected a 

. critical study of the Bible, Christian scholars erected the imposing 

structure of modern iiblical "'criticism . .. 

21 

Of great importance to modern Jewish scholarship was the work of 

Christian scholars in the field of Religionswissenschaft;tyhich embraced 
I 

the disciplines of the history, sociology, psychology, and phenornenofJ 

ogy of religion. Th~ pioneering studies of Max Weber and Werner Som-
, . ~ 

bar~which examined Judaism from a soci<?}economic viewpoinflprofoundly 

influenced Jewish historians like Simon Dubnow and Salo Baron. In· 

rewriting Jewish history from the soci~economic perspective, Dubnow 

and Baron dispeiled the l~chrymose theory of Jewish historical wrif}-
. 

ing best expressed by the exaggeration that "the Jews have no history 

but only a martyrology. 11 Emile Durkheim's sociology of religionA whose 
. .JI 

f~cus is the integrative, cohesive consequence of religion for the 

members of the group, had a decided impact on the religious outlook 

o~ Mordecai M. Kaplan and the Jewish Reconstructionist Movement in 

America. 26 Finally, Jungi~n and Freudian theories of depth psychology; 
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Wilhelm Dilthey's views of the inner forces, phases, and aims of his-

torical development; and Rudolph Otto's phenomenological concepts of 

religion (such as the idea of the numinous) all influenced Gershom 

Scholem's monumental studies of Jewish mysticism. 

The participation of Christian scholars in Jewish studies pre-

vented the isolation of the discipline, provided Jewish scholars with 

an input from ·a different perspective, and prevented their work from 

becoming ingrown . On the other hand, George Foot Moore27 has doc-6.'} 

mented the distortions in Christian ~cholarship on Judaism stemming· 

from theological bias. But these have largely been corrected in re-

I 

cent years by the work of Moore himself, by William F. Albright, 

R. Travers Herford, James Parkes, and their disciples. 

@ The Personal Factor 

In a cross-cultural study written from the v.antage ground of 
-u,~ 

Judaism, it is not only the lens of Jewish scholarship wh-ieh~deteft 

mines the perspective of the work but also the commitments of the 

writer . At best, of course, a certain residue of personal interprl(-

tation is bound to remain. I have not been untouched by the conflicts 
--u~( 

and the paradoxes of our time. I am a believing Jew in an age w.hi-eh 

has been described as beyond belief .28 
I have deep roots in Jewish 
'\:....~ 

tradition but live in a Jewish community wb:i-.eh has been described as 

· · f h d·t· 29 
living a ter t e tra 1 ion. Are these commitments of mine a barrier 



23 

&1~ 
to the understanding of the corrunit:nents of others? !I!e the contrary. 

The Olympian detachment of the cosmopolitan with only superficial 

roots in his own culture often results in his superficial lU"lderstandl 

ing of other cultures . To quot~ Nietzsche: "Grey cold eyes do not 

know the value of things. 11 A rootedness in one's own heritage, corf.\ 

hined with breadth of. outlook and sensitivity to human experience, 

can lead to a · profoll.nder understanding of the heritage of others. As 

the draftsman's compass encircles a sweeping arc while firmly fixed 

in the grolll1d, breadth of vision in cross-cultural studies is enhanced 

by a firm anchor in a particular tradition. 

'. 
I 

; . 
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PART I 

JUDAISM AND THE NON-CHRISTIAN FAITHS 
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TnE V..~Y: IN THE CONFUCIAN AND RABBINIC TRADITIONS - ..... -· 
~n the his~ory of civil ization there have emerged traditions 

whose relation to the particular society in which they exist is like 

that of the connect~ve tissue to the body. As the connective tissue 

is int erwoven into every organ of the body, so these traditions are 

organically related to every facet of the social structu~e; in fact 
~ 

they f orm a seamless web ~h holds that "structure together . As the 

connective tissue of the body has the power of rejuvenation, so do 

the~e traditions, though temporarily eclipsed by outside forces", renew 

themselves again and again in the course of ceDturies. · Confucianism 

;' 

sustained the civilization of the Chinese even as R:abbinic Judaism 
!· 

sustained the civilization of the Jews . 
/ 

In China~he period of the Warring States (481-22l B.C.E.) c51 

incided · with the flowering of a classical age,-prnong whose seminal 
}'-

thinkers were Confucius and the two great developers of his ideas, 

Mencius and Hsun-tzu. On this intellectual foundation there arose 

the social and political order of Confucian China~which endured for 

more than two thousand years, surviving Mongol conquest, the rivalry 

of Taoism, Mol)ism, and Legalism as well as the challenge of Buddhism. , 
.Q-' 

To a certain extent_l it persists to this da~1.despite the inroads made 

"' by Corrununism and the scientif ic~technological revolution of the 

29 



twentieth century . 

In Israel~e beginning of the fifth ~entury 1!..:C .§.. --
. 30 

also marked 

the beginning of a classical period of creativity. Ezra, the priest 

and scribe, together with a collegium . of priest~~edited the Penti} . 
J 

teuch and laid the foundation for post-exilic Judaismj of which "fab-

binic Judaism is the most characteristic fonn . The P~arisaic7 

Rabbinic tradition begun by Ezra and further developed by a long line 
I , . 

of teachers ha s persisted to the present~ surviving Greek, Roman, 

Muslim, and Christian conquest as well as the challenge of Christian-

ity, Islam, and modern secular ideologies . 

/f}·j The Jewish Diaspora in China 
~ 

The rise of classical traditions in Judaism and Confucianism at 

about the same time prompts the fascinating question as to whether 

there were contacts between Israel and China during this period. In 

the year 1605, a Jesuit priest, Father Matteo Ricci, was visited by a 

Chinese gentleman who claimed he was a member of the Jewish community 

of K'aifeng. Upon investigation it turned out that there was indeed 
Vt·~ 

such a community/iwith a synagogue wfi:i:ch had been built in 1163 of the 
)I 

present era. According to one inscription on this synagogue a party 

of seventy families reached China in t~e Sung Dynasty (960-1279 C...:.§_ . ) 

and were invited by the emperor to settle at Pien, the modern K'aifeng. 

A second inscription stated that the Jews reached China in the Han 

r:_ 

, . 
I 
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Dynasty (206 B.C.E.-221 C.E.) while a third inscription ascribed . - -
their arrival to the Chou Dynast~,sometime between circa ll00-221 

} . 

B.C.E. The most historically plausible inscription attesting to the ----
earliest Jewish entry into China is the reference to t~e Han Dynasty. 

Not only is this dating supported by the letters of the Jesuit mi§? 

sionaries in China but it also corresponds to the eastward expansion 

of Jews and Judaism in the Roman Empire as a result of the silk trade 

and the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 C.E.1 -----
In the. first century of the corrunon era, with the entire Meditert 

ranean world united under the Pax Romana, enormous wealth was concert; 

trated in the hands of the Roman ruling class, enabling them to ir'li 

d~lge their tastes for rare and exotic objects of luxury, particularly 

silk. The Romans obtained their silk from China, or Seres as they 

called it, and for hundreds of years until the sixteenth century, when: 

the silkworm was introduced into Europe,, a f louris.hing silk trade def. 

veloped between China and the Roman Empire and later the European 

continent. The silk was transported over the caravan routes of 

Western Asia.1but due to natural and political upheavals preference 
;I\ 

was given to the sea route~which went by way of the Persian Gulf and 

the Indian Ocean. Outside the borders of China the s"ilk trade was 

mainly in the hands of Western merchants, including Jewish traders 

who joined the caravans and ships all the way to China and back. 

Though trading and migration must be distinguished, one does lead to 
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the other. An allusion to a Jewish migration and settlement in China 

at this time may be contained in the appeal of the Jewish King Agrippa 

to the Roman Emperor Caligula on behalf of the Jews of Jerusalem . In 

pointing out thatr it is to the emperor's benefit to grant his request 

because of the many Jews in the Rpman Empire<ihe goes on to say: 
;'"' ... 

-·1 I say nothing of the countries beyond the Euphrates , for all 

I 
: of them, except a very small portion , and Babylon, and all the 
! 

satra·pies around which have any advantage of soil or climate, 

have Jews settled in them. So that if my native land is, as 

it reasonably may be, looked upon as entitled to a share in 

your favor, it is not one city only that would be benefitted 

by you, but ten thousand of them in every region of the habit-

·able world; in Europe, in Asia ~nd in Africa : on the continent, 

2 / : in the islands, on the coasts, and in the inland parts. 

Additional Jewish migration to China must have .come with the collapse 

of the Jewish State in 70 C.E. when Jews fled or were sold as slaves -
in distant parts of the world . 

The first concrete historical references to Jews in China are by 

Arab geographers and travelers dating from the ninth and tenth cen-

turies. During the great flowering of civilization in the Tang period 
r 

(618-907 £.~) Ju9,aism took root in China along with Islam, Manicha€)-r 

· ism, Zoroastrianism, and Nestorian .Christianity. The Arab geographer· 

Abµ-Zaid, writing before 916 C .E., describes the revo·1t of the Chinese --
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rebel Banshu,in which Jews per~shed along with C[:ristians, Moslems, 
f 

and Magians. There are no references to Jews in the literature of 

the Sung period (960-1279), but it was during this dynasty that the 

community in K'aifeng was founded. The K'aifeng Jews came from Persia 

or India, Afghanistan or Yemen . Their liturgy was patterned after 

Maimonides' regulations for prayer and is similar to the Yemenite 

prayerbooks where Maimonides' influence is most notable. The Memor1 

ial Book of the community contains references to rabbis, ritual 
tJ,, 

slaughterers (indicating adherence to the diatary laws), and other 
. /j 

community leaders. Activity in the Jewish community was in .no way 

a handicap to advancement in Chinese society. ~as is evident from the 
;·~ 

career of the K'aifeng Jew Chao Ying- Cheng . · Cheng embarked upon a 

Confucian government career in the year 1646 and gained considerable 

. 
renown in the Shang- Hang district for suppressing banditry and es-

tablisrying an educational institution. He was active in synagogue 

affairs and took a major part in rebuilding the X'aifeng synagogue 

destroyed in the floods of 1642. His Hebraic knowledge is attested 

by the fact that he helped in the collation and reconstruction of the 

Torah scrolls recovered from the floods and by the book he wrote erf-l 

titled The Vicissitudes of the Holy Scriptures. 'Cheng's younger 

' 
brother, Chao-Ying Tou, was also active in the Jewish community of 

K'aifeng and took his examinations to enter the .Confucian government 

·service where he served as a magistrate in K'un-ming . He also wrote 

.~· ...... . 
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Chinese influences crept into the beliefs and attitudes of the 

34 

Jewish immigrants. It was easy for the Jews to accommodate their re'[ 

ligious beliefs to Confucianism and the inscriptions co~tain many 

quotations from the Confucian classics as well: as Taoist terminology . 

The Jews referred to the Scripture (Ching), to the Way (tao in its 

Confucian and Taoist meanings), and fused Chinese and Jewish legends 

of the Creation . The Jews adapted Jewish mourning rites to Confucian 

practices, •. using incense bowls but not images. The exclusion of images , ... 
underscores the three points of conflict between Jewish and Confucian 

v,~ .. 
practice w~engendered misgivings on the part of Chinese who maf'i 

ried into the community . These points of conflict were the Jewish 

opposition to idolatry and the eating of pork.,and the Confucian opp61r· 
. ~i 

The Conf ucians~like the 

ancient Greeks~considered circumcision a barbaric rite . On the whole, 
Ji . 

sition to the circumcision of male children . 

however, the Jews easily adapted to their Confucian background and 

sought to qemonstrate the close similarity of Judaism to Confuciat1-l 

ism . As the inscriptions in .X'aifeng state: 

-'")1 The Co~f ucian religion and this religion agree on essential 
~ / 

~ 

f 
points, differing only on secondary ones [1489) .... Al-

'. .though the written characters of the Scriptures of this r9-
! 

ligion are different from the s~ript of Confucian books, 

yet on examining their principles it is found that their 
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ways of common practice are similar [1512). 4 

Was this wishful thinking on the part of a Jewish diaspora community 

anxious to accommodate to its Confucian environment? Idolatry , the 

dietary laws, and circwncision are, after all, not secondary matters 

in the scale of Jewish values. Or~these three points of coh~lict 

notwithstanding , are the K'aifeng inscriptions right in attesting to 

an essential congruence of the Confucian and Judaic heritages? The 

answer to these questions requires a closer look at the structures 

of the two traditions. 

·' .. iJ ·. i 
. ' . : . . , 

·.. .." 
The Nature of God and the Role of Heaven 

A key factor setting the Rabbinic and Confucian traditions apart 

is the different role accorded religion in Confucian China and in 
-:.. . 

pos~iblical Israel. In Confucianism religion is but an operational 

tool for a value system essentially hwnanistic in outlookh~hile in 

Rabbinic Judaism religion is the heart supplying life blood to a 
i 

value system which , though similar to the rational Confucian turn of 

mind, remains essentially religious in outlook. In Rabbinism and in 

Confucianism the focus is on this world .• but in both tra_ditions the 
~'(. 

preoccupation with worldly matters does not exclude the supernatural. 

Of Confucius it was said, "the Master did not talk about extraordinary 

forces and disturbing spirits, 115 and the Rabbis declared, ''Whosoever 

gives his mind to four things it were better for him if he had not 

·--------~-------------------·------ . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADOUARTEAS 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION (MECH) AND FOAT RILEY 

FOAT RILEY, KANSAS "442 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Inter Religious Affairs Department 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New Yor k 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

17 February 1981 

Your 4-7 February visit during the week of the National Prayer Breakfast was 
an absolute delight to us . Positive remarks cont inue to pour in reference 
your talk and your "presence. " Our chaplains 'have affirmed as one the 
significance of your visit t o Fort Riley . Our Jewish community has been 
revitalized by your presence . 

Your visit has let us see Fart Riley thro·ugh different eyes. It has indeed 
broadened and deepened our vi sion. You have not onl y helped to bridge the 
Jewish-Christian community, but yau have also helped us to be more under
standing within our own Ch~istian diver sities. Mare than one chaplain has 
expressed the hope that some of us Christ.ians could be as " Christian" as you. 
These are but weak attempts to describe the profundity of your impact here. 
It is with grea't pleasure that I say " thank yau" ·to you. Fort Riley would 
welcome a· future visit. I per sanal ly anticipate some future opportunity to 
be.'.i);l your company. My prayer is that your i n fluence for good, already monu
mental, will be enlarged in the future. 'May many years of health and service 
be yours for God . 

Shalom. 

Sincerely, 
........ 

EOO~ttL 
Chaplain (COL), USA 
Command Chaplain 



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Director of Interreligious 
Affairs 
American Jewish ColllJlittee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Marc: 

/, I /i . /. 1 · "/; · . : i . <I 
• , . . : •. u(l/l ~ ~ •//(o1 // t~/t •I /jll,,l 'I'{{. :/~, , 

.)(,:'; '1,/11, d .11,,. . /;,, ·~ .,./. ., J. •1/ J{.'( 111 

February 18, 1981 

What an excellent piece that was in the Philadelphia 
Enquirer. I'd have missed it but for your -thoughtfulness. 
The content was so important and my pride in knowing you so 
great that I have already xeroxed copies for some friends 
who will be as grateful for your views as I am. You are a 
truly extraordinary person. If I had known all about you that 
I .have learned since we first travelled to Asia together, I'd 
have been intimidated. Happily, I came to know you and know 
how fortunate I was before I learned the true dimensions of 
that good fortune. Stay well. 

Warm regards. 
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EXECUTIVE CO.MMITTEE 

President 
Bisho.p James K. Mathews 

Vice Presid~nts 
Florence Flast 
Witlar.d Hecke·! 
Jefferson Fordham 
Rabbi Robert Gordis 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Stanley McFarland 

General Members 
Jack Corbett 
Nathan Oershowitz 
Edd Doerr 
James Kirkpatrick 
Shirley I. Leviton 
Alan Reitman 
Joseph B. Robison 
James E. Wood 

Counsel 
Leo Pfeffer 

Executive Director 
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National Coalition for 

PUBLIC EDUCATION AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
Suite 613 • 1201 Sixteenth St., N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036 • (202) 833-54il;2 

February 17, 1981 

MEMO 

TO: 

FROM: 

of the.American Jewish Congress has 
sugg ste that you would be inter ested i n 
information concerning a conference addressing educatio:tl 
and religious liberty: prospects for the 80's 
being sponsored by National PEARL on Thur.sday, 
March 19th . · 

At his request enclosed is a memo with details and 
a registration form. 

Bes t wishes. 

PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS: American Association of School Administrators· American Civil liberties Union • 
ACLU National Capital Area • ACLU of Connecticut • American Ethical Union • American Humanist Association • . 
American Jewish Congress • Americans United for Separation of Church and State • Anti-Defamation ·League of B'na i 
B'rith • Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs • Board of Church and Society of the United Methodist Church • 
Central Conference of American Rabbis • Illinois PEARL • Minnesota Civil Liberties . Union • Missouri Baptist 
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February 12, 1981 

MEMO 

TO: 

FROM: 

PEARL Mem(}r~ 8':id Friends of National 

joa#-{/. 'Go~dsmith, ' Executi~e Direct.or 

What are the prospects for education. and religious 
liberty in the coming years? What is the status of 
government aid to religious schools ? How strong 
is the increasing push for religious practices in 
public schools? · How will the schools be affected 
by t he increasing activism of religious leaders 
on the right end .of the political spectrum? What 
is the impact on school systems of the rising 
agitation on· family issues, sex education, abortion , 

. and values education? Join National PEARL as we 
discuss strategies for dealing with these issues 

·at a conference entitled: 

EDUCATION AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY: PROSPECTS FOR THE 80's 

Date: 
Time: 
Place: 

Cost: 

Thursday, March 19,. 1981 · 
8:30 a.m. · · 5 : 00 p.m. 
Sheraton I nn Washington Northwest 
8727 Colesville Road 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 
$40 .• oo. 

.Annual PEARL ". meeting wil l fol~~ the conference .. . - .. . ' . . . . ,' .· 

Eaclosu~es: registration forms 
hotel information· 

PARTICIPATING OR.GANIZATIO NS: American Association of School Administrators• American Civil Lib.erties Union • 
ACLU National Capital Area • ACLU of Connecticut • American Ethical Union • American Humanist Association • 
American Jewish Congress • Americans United for Separation of Church and State • Anti-Defamation League of B'na i 
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Our Public Schools • Public Funds for Public Schools of New Jersey • ·New York State United Teachers • 
Ohio Free Schools Association • Union of American Hebrew · Conwegations • Unitarian Universalist Association 
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8 .. H. GOLD. 

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 
OF B'NAI B'RITH 

823 Unilee Nc1t icw< l'l.1L.1 J, ~ ..1/. 
New York, N .Y. !0017. y.;v- -

MEMORANDUM 
FOR YOUR rNFOaMATION 

To: ADL Regional Directors CRC's- and Fedex-ation Exec.utives 

From: Rabbi L~n Klenicki . and Rabbi Solomon S. Bernards THEODORE FREEDMAN 

Date: 0 February 25, 1981 

Subject: Yusif Albandak, ·a PLO Representative in the U.S.A. 

ADL ~just learned that Yusif Albandak, a: Christian Arab, bas been .designated 
the PLO l~son to the Christian Evangelical community in the United States. 

Albandak has a history of work in this country and Latin .America. In the 50s 
' he embarked on a country-wide lecture tour for the p~se of raising funds for the 
"Holy Land Christians" on behalf of the "Holy Land Christian Committee." He denounced 
Israel as a Colllmunist country, and stressed that "all Zionists a.re Communists. " He 
charged that Jews in the United States "control the press, the government, the motion 
pictures, etc. " Alba.ndak pointed out in all his lectures that "the decision to parti
tion Palestine resulted from the support of American leaders .•• (who fought) not ·in 
the interest of Christ , but for the votes in New York." 

Albanda.k later went to Latin .America where he developed a similar campaign, ga
thering Right Wing elements in support of "Palestinian victims of Zionism." The en
closed background materials: Facts, an ADL report on "The Pro-Arab Propagandists," 

·
0 and Rabbi Morton Rosenthal's article, "Alband&k 's New Mission," will give you infor

mation on Albandak's activities here and abroad. 

0 

Albande.k's current activities in the U.S.A. will presumably be designed to ve~en 
the strong support of American Evangelical groups for Israel and its struggle against 
terrorism. He will likely use the arguments of the Antiochian Church concerning hUID.an 
rights, though these have been d~scredited by a recent report of the State Department, 
or to emphasize the "plight" of Christians in Israel. 

May ve suggest that you inform your local Christian Evangelical contacts and reli
gion editors of Albande.k's background, and please keep us apprised of any developments. 

Thank you in advance. 

LK/SSB:bl 
enclosures 

0 0 

0 

0 

0 
0 
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.l N ARAB PROPAGANDA AGENT who en
ft gaged in anti-Semitic -activities in the 
United States sorv twenty years ago is 
attempting to mastermind an anti-Semitic 
campaign in Argentina. The agent, Yusif 
Albandak, is head of the Arab League in 
Argentina. 

Known as el Bandak during his stay 
in the United States, he is currently trying 
to coordinate efforts of the Arab I .eague, 
pro-Arab front groups. traditionally anti
Semitic rightist groups .inc.I left-wing ele
ments in an attempt to di<;:.:redit Israel 
•ind iso'.;ate Aracntine Jewry. 

Anti-Ddamation I .eugue n:con.ls show 
th:1t Albandak'11 current tactics parallel 
his past nctivitics in the United States and 
in England'. In both countries, he at
tempted to use prominent citizens as 
"window dressing" for his fund-raising 
and propaganda activities. 

In London:· u a broadcaster of Arab 
language programs for the British Broad
ca!tmg Company, Alhandak had culti
vated prominent officials of the military, 
the Church of England, and English peer
age. The names of many of these indi
viduals were subsequently listed as spon
sors af his Committee for Christian Re
lief in the Holy Land. 

In America, Albandak claimed ~up
port from HELP. the Holyland Emer
gency Liaison Program. set up shortly 
after he came here. HF.l.P"s stated pur
pose W85 .. buildintt public understanding 
of the problems of the Near East." It 
listeJ many prominent Americans on its 
e\ecutivc committee. includina Christian 
Herter .ind Allen W. Dulles. However, 
within 11 month after their appointments 
were made public. both men resigned. 
Mr. Herter, who described himself as 
having "always been strongly pro-Zion
jst." admitted his failure to thoroughly 
investignte the outfit: Mr. Ott lie-~ said 
that he doubted th;it he ha<l ever givl!n 
the group permission to use his name. 

Doi.ens of prominent Argentinians 

Robbi Rose11thol is director of the leo9ue'i Latin 
American Affoin Deportment. 

..... 
:~. ~: 

sil\tt of Israel .. . . " 
Or. Raul Bustos Fierro, a prominent 

Jeader of the Justicialist (Peroniat) move
ment and a former national deputy, said 
ln a note to D.A.I.A.. .. . • • I did not 
sian the 'appeal' nor did anybody solicit 
my authorization." BultOI Fiem> aid 
he had written to the edkor of CIMl11 
declaring that "I have Dlftr been. nor 
could I be, involved in an attempt, open 
or disguised, to cause a confrontat&on 
between the Arab and Jewbh communi
ties of our nation. or in an cffon which 
tries to revitalir.e the odious concept of 
anti-Semitism .•. " 

learned of Albandak's •·window dres.sing" THE C/arln AD was the opening salvo in 
tactic last fall when, to their surprise and a barrage of carefully timed Arab League-. 
chagrin, their names were listed among inspired propaganda geared to a then im-
the signators of an "Appeal for Support pending debate io the United Netions on 
of the Rights of the Palestinian People" the Middle East. Egypt and the other Arab 
which appeared as a full-page ad in states were bent on persuading the world 
the October 14 edition of the Buenos that war would break out before the end 
Aires daily Clarin. The manifesto to · of the' year unless Israel was forced to 1. 

which their names had been affixed, to- capitulate to Arab demands. The editor · 
gethcr with those of known Nazi-Fas- of the popular Buenos Aires paper, La 
cists, restated ba~ic Arab propaganda Opinion, criticized Arab efforts to inftu
positions: that the "fight 'for nation.al ence the Argentine vote at the United 
liberation of the Palestinian people" is Nations, pointin1 out that it fit the pat
part or the decolonization fight of the tern of previous years ln which the Arabs 
Third World; that imperialism is intent intensified their proJiaganda on. the eve 
upon the .. annihilation of the Palestinian of a UN deba1e on the Middle East. 
pcoph:·· and uses .. Zionism and the Arab A· week later, another ad appeared in 
reaction a~ an instrument" to achieve its Buenos Aires papers, , aMounclng the 
objectives in the Middle ~ast; that the philosophy of t.he newly formed "Ju.
State of lsrael is a tool of imperialism de- ticialist Commiuoe of SoUdarity with 
signed to insure the strategic domination Free Palestine." TIM sroup'a tea·point 
of the Middle East and the control of statement denounced ''Zionist penetration 
oil in the region: that Israel does not of the Argentine econoniY aod culture" 
respect the charter of the United Na- and pledged tO fight to · prevent it and 
tions and follows a "racist and discrimi- the use of- "the riches and labor of the 
natory policy." Argentine people to fomerit .. agreuion 

The ad called upon the United Nations against tt-e · Arab pcoplca." "The ad in
to force Israel to divest itself of the oc- eluded the ."traditional diselaimer of bav
cupied territories. It concluded by de- ing no enmity apinst the "Jewish race 
daring the solidarity of the signators with or religion." . Seekins support from all 
the Palestinian people and their repudia- , sectors, it .asserted that the fight for the 
tion of the "policy of extermination and liberation of Palestine is &D essential part 
aggression which menaces all human- of the Third World's fight against im
kind." perialism and uracd all Arpatine citizent 

WHEN QUF.RIED by D.A.I.A. (Dekgaci-
011 d,• A.wdasiont'S /srt1t'li1as A r.~ntinas}. 

the organization which represents Ar
gentine Jewry, many whose names ap
pc1u:cd in the ad insisted that they had 
been us.:d without their prior ltnowlcdae. 
Others said they had unwittingly permit
ted the use of their names, not knowing 
the trnl' purpose of the request. 

H:irolJ 'Conti, a writer, told D.A.l.A. 
that he hail pcrmith,:d his name to be used 
for t}\c ad ·· ... without attentive reading 
of it . . . ln no way <lo I approve an 
anti-Jewish attitude, nor do I share the 
reactionary ideology of the· groups or 
rersons who signe<l the declaration. Nei
th1:r <lo l seek the destruction of the 

to express their militaal support and aoll· 
darity with the PaJatfnlaa cause. 

Tho ad was slped by. Andres Framinl 
as president of the ll'O'IP· Dclpite the 
disclaimer of anti-Semltlc·lntcnt. Pnmlnl, 
in a subsequent newa confcreace. 
the followina phrases in alv:lftl the ( 
mittee'a policy poiota: . 

". · .. Jewllh reledonuf• ·who are 
Jews before they are Arpntlnes, tervln1 
other flags • . . ; havin1 taken f o~ Janel 
thousands of million• of pnos marked 
with the blood and sweat of Arpntlne 
workers ... they can bcsin to pack 1belr 
bags to go to their country of origin ••• ; 
we will not permit the formation of 
ethnic groups in the Ataentine • • • ; 
the O.A.l.A. and oehera bave under· 



estimated the tolerance of the Argentine 
pc!Ople." 

THE ADVANTAGE to ·the Arab League 
of a "Justicialist" front group was obvi
ous to observers of the Argentine po
litical scene. The Peronists, known as 
the Justiciatist movement, are generally 
conaidered to be the single most impor
tant political group in Argentina today. 
With democratic elections scheduled for 
March, 1973, the ·Peron.ists will undoubt· 
edly exercise a decisive inftuence in the 
new aovernment. By using Framini, a 
once prominent Peronist figure, the Arab 
leJgue hopes to stake its claim on the 
loyalties of <the Justicialis1 moveme.lt. 

The hope was shattered on Febru
ary 21 when Gen. Juan Peron wrote 10 
an Argentine journalist confirming in 
writing the views be expressed in an inter
view the previous day. Referring to Fra
mini and ·advertisements of the Justicial
ist Committee of Solidarity with Free 
Palestine which had appeared in Buenos 
Aires papers, Peron said "they have no 
authority or power to speak in the name 
of our movement .. . The national Justi
cialist movement, with a tradition of more 
than a quarter of ·a century, has authen
tically demoostrated that ~t does not 
encourage racist sentiments . . . I wish 
to assure you, in the name of our move
ment, that discrimination will not figure 
in its political activities, nor will it par
LK:ipa~ in any campaign which might 
represent an affront to anyone." 

ALBANDAK'S CAREER in the United 
Sta-tcs was short-lived because his activi
ties could not withstand the test of public 
scrutiny. AOL reported extensively on 
Albandak, his backaround and his Ameri
can backers. It ·alao detailed his assign
ment by the head of the Arab League to 
cuHivate contacts among Latin American 
delegates at the United Nations. The 
AOL book, "The Troublemakers," by 
Benjamin R. Epstein and Arnold Forster, 
reported Albandak's speaking engage
ments, including one at a c:onferenc:e at 
the Bob Jones University in South Caro
lina. There, Albandak charged that the 
United States was run "by a gang o( 
ignorant, incompetent leaders sold out to 
the Zionists." He also warned his audi
ence. "Wake up, 0 American Christians, 
to the Zionist menace, because tomorrow 
your country may become a second Pal
estine. The Zionist menace is a menaa: 
to each of your hearts and to your homes. 
Only through destroying it along with 
those who support it, can the United 
StatC$ be prewnted from becoming a 
second Korea." 

He was the object. of investigation by 
government agencies after the late Wal
ter Winchell wrote that Atbandak "should 

have, but ha, n"t hoth.:r.:d l<l 1 .: gi~tcr as 
a foreign agen t. ·· Win<:h..:11 :i1,.,,1 J.:,cribed 
Albandak as having ··,, nee workeJ with 
Hitler 's stn0ge. tit·· 0 rand Mufti ."" and 
said that Alb«nuJk was hcing spon<iorcd 
by two nott.:J anti-S..:m i t c~-Bcnjamin 
Freedman and Merwin K. Hart. 

A vice-rn.:~iucn t o f the National Con
ference o Christians anJ Jews. William 
Lindsay Young. dccri.:J :\lh:in<lak's cros~
c:ountry speaking to ur hcfore Christian 
church groups as .. aiding and ahett ing 
anti~emitism ." ln an artid.: in the No
vember, 1950 is~ue of '"I.and Reborn," 
the official publication of the American 
Christian Palestine Commillcc . Young 
accused Alhambk of ·· fanninl'! th.: fl ames 
of bigotry and hatred." The previous 
year, the American Christi;in Palestine 

Montoge of Arob propcogondo in Argentina. 

5 

Committee had. " after careful investi
gation: · made public the following fac:u : 
" El Bandak appears to have been a for
mer collaborator with the ex•Mufti of 
Jel'u~lcm, liaj Amin Husseini, .. . made 
-close contacts with anti-Semites and pro
fa.\cists . . . ac:cepted funds from Hart 
. . . While claiinin1 toi represent the 
Christian Arabs of Bethlehem, his lnaln 
purpose appears to be to attack Jews, 
Zionists and Israel, and the ,anti-Semitic 
pres." in America has given him and his 
message complete support." 

JN ARGENTINA, Albandak has attempt
ed to avoid public: notice. The D.A.l.A. 
charged the Arab League with respon
sibility for the advertisements and called 
them an effort to confuse the Argentine 
people. Albandak responded with a full. 
page ad in La Nfll'ion. denying re~pon
sibility for the ads and declaring that 
the Arab League has not and would 
not intervene in the internal affain of 
the nation or in the affairs of Argentine 
political groups. 

An A rah language newspaper de~troycd 
Albandak's cover. In an article with a 
Buenos Aires dateline, A 1-Bayan reported 
that Andres Framini and the presi<l;ent 
of a second front group, Argentine Com
mittee for the Liberation of Palestine, 
had conferred with Albandak on theif' 
anti-Israel campaign. It also appear~ from 
articles in publications of Arab terrorist 
organizations t hat the terrorists have an 
alliance with non-Arab revolutionaries 
in Argentina and that. the country has 
become their base for Latin American 
operations. It is interesting to note that 
Albandak was once the representative in 
Chile for the Palestine Liberation Organi
zation. which coordinatell Arab terrorist 
activity around the world. 

. · IN TttYINc; to avoill personal puhlicity. 
Alhandak is undoubtedly minCJful of the 
experience of his pr"'-dec:esc;or. Hus'iein 
Triki. Triki, ·who directed the Arab 
League office in Buenos Aires in the early 
·f%0's, injected himself into Argentine 
domestic affairs so brazenly that a na
tional legislator demanded his expulsion. 
The Argentine government subsequently 
refused to renew Triki's visa and he was 
forced to leave the country. 

Possibly anticipating that his fate may 
be the same, Altnndak recently received 
permission from the government of Chile 
to open an office in Santiago, thus broad
ening his base in Latin America-and 
causing alarm among Chilean Jewry. 

The career of Yusif Albandak, son of 
a former mayor of Bethlehem, has taken 
him to countless nations and capitals. 
fo each place, exposu~ has led to his 
downfall, but not before be succeeded 
in spreading bigotry and hatred. 
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THE PRO-ARAB PRQP.AGANDISTS 
Jn June, 1950, ''The Facts" published a reportll> concern· 

ins anti-Semitism and bract which mealed that while the 
intensity of anti-Israel pro'paganda had 'diminished consider· 
ably by the end of 1949, it had by no means ceased entirely. 
Thia lull in pro-Anb activity continued for a short while 
thereafter. But m:cntly there hu been a significant upsurge 
in harm!ul anti-Jaracl propapn.da most of which is anchored 
to anti-Semitism. 

·Ponhe most part; this current campaign is not being con
ducted by native professional hate-mongers. With the excep· 
tion of the. usual anti-Semitic rderenccs to Israel by such 
bigots as Gerald Smith, Marilyn Allen and Eliubcth Dilling, 
the nation's hate press has abandoned its dir«t attacks on 
Israel and has concentnted, instead, on the larger "menace" 
of World Jewry and political Zionism. 

The present campaign is being waged by various individuals 
-app~rently operating indepcndtntly of one another-who,· 
on the surface, appear to be expressing a legitimate pro-Arab 
point of view, Some are veteran propagandists formerly iden
tihcd with the oiganizcd pro-Arab movement in this country; 
others arc newcomers to the scene. In virtually every ~n

stancc, their ·attacks upon Israel-<ither by design or other· , 
wiK--have had a generally harmful impact upon the Amer! :an 
Jewish community. · 

ONE of the most outspoken critics or Israel, whose attacks 
have contained overtones or •nti·Semitism, iS the facile 

Arab apolog"'t, Yusi£ cl B~dak,#)n of the present Mayor of 
Bdhlehcm, who Gas seen propaunding the Arab point of 
view since his arrival in the United States in August, 1949. 

(8andak arrived in this country armed with a letter of 
introduction to Merwin K. Hart from British Lieutenant· 
General Sir Frederick Morgan who, in 1946, was ousted as 
UNRRA chief in Germany for making quationable public 
statements about European refugees. Hart promptly took 
Bandak under his wing and dcvo:ted sevual issues of his 
" Economic Council Letter" . to propounding Bandak's pro
Arab· "line." Subsequently, Vice Admiral Charles S. Fr~man 
I USN, Rtd.) , a long-time intimate of Hart, helped organize 
and still operates the Holy I.and ·Christian Committee whose 
stated objective is to raise funds for the relief o( Arab refu· 
gees. Actually, however, the money has gone, in pt\rt at least, 
to fi~c Budak's pro-Arab activities in ll)i1 country.) 

(I) Allo - The P-•. '9l1·Aap9t, 1948 

Dl·spilc: the public nposure of Bandak·s. ba~kground,121 
thl· Ar;lb apologist embarked on a country-w1Je lecture tour 
for 1 ht: purpose of raising funds for the Holy La

0
ntl Christians. 

In ll'l't:nl months, Bandak has concentrated his efforts in: t~ 
Californi11 area where he made public spctchcs under the 
auspires of reputable Christian churches. 

. ' 
Jn August, 19,0, Bandak addr~cJ the congregation of 

St . Mary'• EpiKOpal Church in Loi Angclea. The impact of 
his remarks on that occasion were considi:rcd so damaging to 
American Jews that Or. William Lindsay Young, former 
President of Park College and Vice-President of the Natii:mal 
Conference of Christians and Jews, communicated wi~ Ban· 
dak personally in an effort to get . him to temper his propa-
ganda. · 

A ~ummary of Or. 
Young·s ronversati<>n Vol. VI, No. ) · Much 19&1 

with Bandak ap· 
pcaml in the Octo- THE PRO·ARAB 
bcr·November issue PROPAGANDISTS 
of "I.and Reborn," . 
the olncial publication of the Al1!crican Christian Palestine 
Committee. According to Dr. Young, Bandak insistca that 
"Communism wu rampant in Israel," and asserted Ratly iliat 
"all Zionists are Communists." When this statement was 
ch;.allcnged. by Or. Young, Bandak admitted that perhaps it 
was an exaggeration, but insisted that "at least one-half of 
th,·m !Zionists) arc [Communists) ." Dr. Young also re· 
ported that Handak complained that his efforts to spread the 
"truth" in this country were being frustrated · "because the 
Jews control the press, the government; the molion pictures, 
etc." 

On September 3, Bandak spoke before the First Congrega· 
tional Church of Los Angeles. Asserting .that it wa.s bis 
" responsibility as a Christian" to recount the alleged su~ering 
of h is people now living in the Holy Land, Bandak presented 
his listeners with a distorted version of events allegedly tak· 
ing place in Israel. Charging that "the decision to partition 
Palestine resulted from the support of American leaders . ... 
(who fought} not in the interest of Christ, but for votes in . 
New York," Bandak, by cleverly phrased in0;uendo, ·gave his 
listeners the impression that Israel is a Communist-o.ricnted 
St~~ ' 

Conspicuous among those present at Bandak's September 
3 harangue was Gerald L. K. Smith who vociferously ap· 
plauded all of the Arab spokesman's inflammatory remarks. 
Also in the audience was Dr. You~g who 'reported that in 
this spc~ Bandak "said practically the same things in pub~ic 
he told [me) in private." Or. Y~ng further ttportcd that: 

(2) Sec The Pacta, June, 19>0 



,, . ,; 
Aller the meclinif wue over, many people lincered '"' lhf! 
al111011phere woe rulher ten11e. I heard no di~<"llB~ion of 
w1170 and meune lo help the unfortnn11te <:hri~tiun~ in 
IJethlehem, tl1e avowed p11rpo11e of hl1 orp:anir.alion. 
There wee. how"er, a a:re111 deal eoid about the Jew and 
&ho w~ he luu bruu"hl lo 1't:1ln1iric. · 

On Oct~r 1), Bandak again delivered an -attack on ls1.1cl 
-this time before the congregation of Los Angeles· St. John ·s 
Epiacopal Church. Once again, the Arab apologist providcJ 
his listenett with 11 biased and provocative repor.t of e\'cnts 
takin3 place in the Holy Land, interspc.rsing his speech with 
frequent allusions to "the Zionist·Communists.'· Assertin~ 
t~at "atrocities committed by Jewish gangster elements against 
Arabian women and children· are commonplace," Bamlak 
charsed that "the Zionist·controlled American press prevents 
the true story of the plight of the people" from reachin~ the 
public. Bandak also claimed that the United States govern· 
mtnt "conspired with Russia" to' send support to Israel be
cau1e thia country was .. interested in getting Jewish votes ... 

In addition to speaking before various church groups, Ban
dak disseminated his biased views over the air. On September 
), the Christian-Arab spokesman reached an estimated audi
ence of 100,000 listenen over a radio program sponsored by 
Dr. James W . Fifield. (Fifield, influential pastor of Los 
An~les' First Congregational Church and founder or Spiri
tual Mobilization h:ls, in the past, aroused ·strong criticism for 
public statements considered prejudicial to the interests of 
minority groups.) As a result of his West Coast lecture tour, 
Bandak reportedly raised some $20,000 for his caus.e. There 
is no way of determining exactly what part of this sum actually 
reached the nttdy Christians in Bethlehem. 

. Following his West Coast tour, Bandak delivered a vicious 
_attack on Israel and American Zionists at Greenville, South 
Carolina. Speaking before the Mid-Century World Outlook 
Conference, Bandak told an audience of 4,000 delegates that 
Israel was "to some clitent'· responsible for the war in Korea. 
Banciak·s distorted thesis contended that Israel's disregard of 
United Nations' decisions regarding Jerusalem "encour:rged .. 
the Soviet Union to defy the world organization in the East. 
Bandak urged all American Christians to wake. up to the 
"Zionist menace in the United States': lest this country 
"~me a second Palestine.'' 

,..,rlE brief lull in pro-Arab propaganda activities was the 
.l result of a combination of outside citcumstances, not de

sign. pr. Virginia GilJersleeve who, along with Kermit 
Roosevelt, in 1948, had founded the pro-Arab Committee for 
Peace with Justice in the Holy Land, talked only o'ccasionally 
before anti-Zionist groups in which she deplored alleged Zion
ist efforts to segregate Jews from "the current of American 
culture." The notorious Benjamin Freedman, who spearheaded 
the recent aborted attack against Mrs. Anna Rosenberg, preoc
cupied himself with other matters. But he continue~ to expose 
the "menace" of World Zionism in scattered issues of Conde 
McGinley's .. Common Sense," and to make use of his pct 
"Khazar" theory by whi<h he "proves" that the Israeli Jews 
tad no historical right to the Holy Land: 

Dorothy Thompson, one of Bandak's staunche~t ch~mpions, 
continued her active interest in the Arab cause. Miss Thomp· 
son, a man~r of the Holy Land Emergency Lfaison Pro· 

p;im · ~ (HELP) executive committee-along with Kermit 
Roose"elt-Jisseminated pro-Arab points of view (carefully 
refr;iining from anti-Semitism) in her syndicated colun>n, on 
the lecture platform, over t_hc air and in magazines: ··1..1st 
w!nter, sh~ paid a four weeks visit to the Near East where, 
und<:r the expert guidance of Arabs, she maje an on-the-spot 
survey of the plight of Arab refugees which apparently in~ 
creased her hostility toward hraeli Jews. She also stopped 
oil in Cairo where high Egyptian officials gave her "the VIP 
trc:itmcnt" thereby mea~urably intensifying her- pro·Anib 
lc.minµs . 

r 
\.. . .. 
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Little was heard from professional ' propagandists Kalil 
Totah and Habib Katib;1h, both doscly identified · with the 
now dd11nlt Jnstitutc o( Arah·American Affairs. When the In. 
stitute closed its doors in the early months of 1950, l.\l Katibah 
and Totah went their· separ~tc wa~. Katibah, seriously ill, 
went to Florida where he · Jied last. month. Totah ·remains 
spasmodically ·active. Last summer, whe~ ·he abandoned hope . 
that he would somehow be able ·to revive the Institute, he 
moved to Whittier, California, where he pu_rchased a hoine. 
Totah continued to make occasional public addresses to civic 
and church groups· on· the "problems Of ·Pale5tine" in which 
he invariably protested that the American public"is prevented 
from hearing "the truth" afld that President Trurrian continues 
to' back Zionism in order to hold o'n to "Jewish votes." (Dur
in~ the week of January 20, Totah spoke before two groups 
in Los Angeles: the First U~ion Church and the Wilshire 
Christ Church. The followin"g month-on February 12-
Totah turned up at a Gerald Smith m~i~g at Los Angeles' 
Embassy Auditorium where he niade hitnself conspicuous by 
his presence on the platform.) 

.C 
Il·o\~EVER, toward the end of 1950, pro-Arab activit? in 

tlus country took a sudden turn upward. Several times 
during the year it had bttn rumored that a new official Arab 
propasanda agency was about to be launched. in the United 
States. (The Arab Office, established in Washington, D. C. 
in 194~ and registered with the Department ·of Justice as 
the official representative of the members of the Arab League, · 
ceaseJ functioning in 1948. The- Institute of Arab-American 
Affairs which closed in the summer of 19~0 denied that it . 
was the spokesman for the Arab League, although it con
sistently echoed the official Arab propaganda line.) 

A sign that Arab propaganda was shifting into high gear 
o~curred in October, 1950 when Abdel Rahman ~zzam Pasha, 
the Arab League's Secretary-General, and several of- his asso
ciates arrived in this country and set up headquarters in New 
York City's Plaza Hol:el. As Secretary-Genera~ of the power· 
ful Arab League, Azzam is one of the official spokesmtn for 
the Arab member states. His position roughly resembles that 
of a secretary of state, and he consequently enjoys the prestige 
and privileges generally reserved for a high-ranking diplomat. 

Aizam, an avowed foe of Israel and a personal anti-Semite, 
works closely with the Grand Mufti, the Arab League's 
"spiritual" leader. (One of Auam's associates, Raja el Hus· 
seini, who arrived in New York with him, is a close relative I 

of the Grand Mufti and came as the representative of the \ 
Mufti's '"High Command.") 
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Azzam's official reason for coming to the United States was 

to act as observer at the United Nations which, at that time, 
was debating the question of the internationalization of Jeru
salem. His 1tay in this country received little public notire. 

) From time to time, the press published brief reports regardinr 
his official activities. These included a trip to Washington. 
0. C., in November, when he was formally welcomed b)' 

hiah govc:mmentol officials including Secretaries Dean Ache
so"n and George Marshall and a speech before the National 
Preas Club on December 12 in which Azzam pleaded elo
quently for a "greater understanding" of the Arabs' problems. 

Auam's activities, however, were not restricted to thc~e 
!cw public enterprises. Most of the time he was occupieJ 
with behind-the-scenes maneuvers designed to attract support 
for a- widespread anti-Zionist, anti-Semitic propaganda cam
paign which he· hoped to launch in this co·untry. Azzam·s 
propaganda "line" was based upon the. premise that Jews 
control the United States, and that if ·the Arabs could destroy 
the Jews they would eliminate Israel's principal ally. There
fore, Au.am and his followers determined on a two-prong 
attack; to develop a schi$m between the American govern
ment and Americans of the Jewish l aith, and to build domestic 
resentment against American Jews in the hope of under
mining their security in the United States. 

Shortly after his urival, Azzam established contact with 
various individuals who, he felt, would be sympathetic toward 
his cause. These included professional Arab propaganJists 
already in this country and some of the most notorious pro
fessional anti-Semites. 

Auam was able to S«urc the help of many of these people 
without having to pay for their assistance. But there wen: 
other occasion$ when the Arab league's Secretary ~eneral 
had to pay for cooperation. One such instance involved a 
.. deal" with Yusif cl Bandak who, after he returned ~o New 
York from the West Coast, held a series of conferences "4ith 
Az.zam. The result was that Bandak was placed on the Arab 
League payroll and was given a substantial advance witr .a 
promise of more to come. . In retur~, he agrttd to use lus 
efforts to help swing American sentunent away f rorn Israel. 

By aligning him$clf with Auam and his associ~~e, Raja 
el Husseini, the Grand Mufti's relative, Bandak was, m effect, 
working for the Mufti. (When Bandak first · arrived in the 
U. S. in 1949, he vehemently denied any identification with 
Hitler's Arab ally.) One of the initial tasks assigned Bandak 
was to act as a liaison man for Arab interests at the United 
Nations. Re-enacting his usual role of self-styled de~enJer 
of the Holy unJ Christians, Bandak circulated among the 
Latin-American delegates confiding to all who would listen 
that it was the Zionists who drove the Christians from· their 
homes ; that the Zionists arc Communists at heart, and that 
the Zionist~ have made Israel a center of COmmunist propa
ganda throughout the Middle East. 

In addition to his lobbying activities at the United Nations, 
Bandak made speeches before church groups in the East in a 
{ urther attempt to attn.ct support for the Arab States. It was 
while on Azwn'1 payroll that Bandak made his inflammatory 

anti-lsr.icl, anti-Jewish speech before the Mid-Centu ry Worl,I 
Outloo:- Conference at Greenville, South Carolina. In the 
l·ncr part of December, 19~0, Bandak manageJ to get on 
the UN pay roll anJ sailctl for Libya on a UN mission. - · 

A re\'e,d inJ.: aspect of Azzam·s activities concerns .his will
inJ.:nc~s to use professional anti-Semites in furthering his 
propag:\lltl.1 aims . .Ouring his brief st:iy in this country, Auam 
was in contact with a number of discrcditcJ iodividuala1who 
h:\\'c bcl·n outspoken in their antagonism towartl J~ws. Among 
lhl·m wJ~ the notorious. Benjamin H. FrecJmcn. Azzam first 
met Freedman "in 1947 and got in touch wit_h him again some 
time in Odobcr 19~0 at which time the anti-Zionist extremist 
ofTeml to help further Azzam's cause in what<.-ver way he 
roul.t. 

Althoui;h contemptuous of FreeJman as ·a renegade Jew, 
Azzam welcomed his suppo"rt for whatever it was worth. At 
one timl-, he con5idered sending Freedman abroad on a con
fidential mi~sion. But the embarrassing notoriety which Freed
man recci.ved as a result of his attempts to .. smear" Mrs. · 
Anna Rosenberg apparently made Azzam think differently of 
the venture. 

ORIGINALLY, it was reported that Azzam hoped to es
tablish a new official pro-Arab propaganda agency in 

the United States. But apparently this plan has been discarded 
-for the time being anyway. However, before he · return.ed 
t~ -~airo, late in December, Azzam consi~ered various possi· 
btl1t1es for arousing pro-Ari\b sentiment in this country. 
These included periodic press releases aimed at "explaining" 
how Jewish capitalism is precipitating World War Ill and 
the publication of bulletins dealing with ·various aspects of 
the Arab-Israel conAict which would also portray Israel ·as 
a menace to world peace. To date, none of these projects 
has materialized . 
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If and when the Arab League docs open an official office 
in this country, its financing will be no problem. Azzam has 
substantial funds already earmarked for this purpose. Addi
tional fund-raising possibilities include Arab lectures at vari· 
ous American universities for whiC:h an admission charge 
would be made. (Auam has close contacts at several large 
American universities.) 

rrHE altivitics of Anam anJ his .associates have been ~up· 
plemented in tec:ent months by a fresh wave of anti-Israel 

propaganda disseminated by various platform orators, news 
commentators and other individuals who, for varying motives, 
have been actively propounding the Arab point of view. In 
addition there have been reports and articles in the Catholic 
press assail ing the state of Israel and presenting partisan at
tacks regarding the Internationalization of Holy Places and 
other related issues. 

Although most of this latter campaign has been free from 
any direct expr~ion of anti-Semitism, its secondary impact 
has been harmful, and serious concern has ~n expressed 
regarding the damaging effect it has had on Jews in .the 
United States. 



. '· ... . 
Pot the most part, the bulk of the platform atta;:ks have 

come from self-styled experts on the Middle East who have 
.recently returned from brief tours of Israel and the Arab . ·· 
St:ites. In several in.star.ces, the offenders hay~ been inRuen· · 
tial ministcn· of local consregations. 

One recent speaker, whose remarks regarding Israd aroused 
fC$Clltment, was Dr. Ralph McAf tt, a prominent Presbyterian 
miniater of Eric, Pa. Followins hi1 return from the Middle 
East, Dr. McAfce participated in a forum, "Israel As We 
Sn• It," which wa!I held in October, 19~0 ·under the auspices 
o( the Anshe Hcsed Temple Mens' Club of Erie: Dr. McACc:c: 
1p0ke before a mixed audience of over ~00 Christians and 
Jewa, and his talk indicated clearly that his appraisal of the 
situa~ion ~a~ the: result of his complete acceptance ~f Arab 
propaganda to which he had been subjected during his slay 
abroad. Jn addition to being misinformed on the historical 
background of the struggle for Palestine, several of Dr. Mc
Afec's remai:ks were adjudged to be in extremely bad taste
particl.llarly his insinuation that the State Department had 
been influenced in ita attitudes toward brael because it desired 
to pander to New York "Jewish votes." 

Subsequently, Dr. McAfee gave substantially the same talk 
at a dinner meeting held under the auspices of Erie's First 
Methodist Churchmen's Club. Speaking on "The Twent"ieth 
Century Jew and World Peace," Dr. McAfee presented his 
listeners with .a sympathetic picture of the Jews under the 
Hitler regime. However, in his discijssion of Israel-Arab re
lations, the minister consistently cited unidentified Arabs as 
authorities for hi!> questionable statements without indicating 
that these "authorities" might well be prejudiced against 
Israel. 

·or. McAfce was not deliberately malicious and apparently 
did not intend to foment anti-Semitism. Nevertheless, the 
effects of his talks-however well-intentioned-resulted not 
only in grnter sympathy for the Arab cause but in antagonism 
toward the American Jew. 

A similar attack on Israel, delivered by a clergyman recently 
returned from the Middle East, occurred at Oelwein, lo,· a. 
In this instance, the speaker's remarks were the subject of an 
editorial entitled "Russian Jews in the Holy Land," which 
appeared in the September 20 issue of the "Oelwein Daily 
Register." The editorial noted, with approval, that the speaker 
-identified only as "a Galilean shepherd"-asserted that "the 
same man who gave China to Rus.sia gave the Holy land to 
the Russian Jews," and that "the natives of Bethlehe~, Naz
areth and Jerusalem att forced to live in caves becaust of the 

influx of Jew.s who arc Jews by religion and not by race." 
Referring to lantern slides of ''modern brick structures" in 
the Holy Land which apparently accompanied the leC't.urc, the·:· . 
speaker was further quoted as having said that "these Homes 
were ours . . . but now [they belong to) the Rwsian Jews." () 

~· '.,, I 

L AYMEN._ too, have rel.urned from brief visits to the Mid· 
dle East and have given biased 'reports. In December, the 

Jewish Community in Atlantic City, N . J., · was particularly 
disturbed by a speech given by George A. Hamid, Sr. belore 
the Pleasantville Rotary Club: Hamid, owner and operator of 
Atlantic City's Steel Pier, who commands a significant posi
tion in the amusement field, addressed the Rotarians at a 
weekl y dinner meeting on December 27 at the Atlantic City 
Country Club. · 

Reporting on conditions in Israel and the Middle East, 
Hamid discussed the Arab refugee problem at great length, 
but the offensive part of his talk concerned Communism anq 
Israel. Although the speaker scrupulou~ly avoided mention of 
the word "Jew," he asserted that thousands of European refu
gees ( rom Communist-dominated 1:ountries were pouring into 
Israel where they were being received with open arms. Hamid 
flatly charged that "these people" were Communists, and that . 
Israel was being. overrun by "Communist dements from 
Europe." 
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On the .West Coast, there have been several instances of 
anti-Israel propaganda disseminated over the air.waves. On 
January 19, and again on January 22, J. Frank Burk~. who 
owns Station Kl-VD (Los Angeles) , made much of the 
"fact" that the United States failed to protect the Arab na· 
tio"ns from Jewish "aggression." Burke's comments were in· \.. 
corporated in a discussion of the United Nations' action .in 
condemning Communist China for aggression in Korea. Said 
Burke : 

. • • The Arabs h11•e not been friendly to our pcMlil.ion . 
from , .. ,, firat ••• [becau~e] 'Whea they were lr)'ing to 
protcrt •heir land from 41t~11ktn b1 .th~ Jewish people. 
we really eided wilh the Jewe. · The1 do not ·like it •. · •• · 
110 • • • [it l. ie not. 11urfriein1J. that [lhe1 · heeitetc to aup- · 
port] a United States demand that the : UN deriounee 
Red China ae an &gJft9&0r. · 

THE uneasy ·peace in the Holy. Land requires temperate and 
unprejudiced discussion of the Israeli-Arab problem in the 

United States: Extremist charges, founded in a one-sided pro
Arab viewp0int and utilizing a~ti-Semit~ can serve only 
to undermine. good human relations between· Christiam and 
Jc:W:s in the United· States. · : . · . · . 



[end]
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~ THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

Staff Advisory Committee . 
Meeting of March 30, 1981 

· summary . · .. : 

· : .. · 
Present Absent · 

Eugene DuBow 
. Haskell Lazere 

Bertram H. Gold, Chainnan 
Milton Himmelfarb · 
Selma Hirsh '. · Ira Si 1 verman · . . .. 
Abe Karl i kow . · .· Marc. Tanenbau~:l ·; ,.- :·;: 
Sonya Kaufer William Trosten ~~: 

Irving Levine 
James ·Rudin 
Seymour. Sai:net 
Phi 1 i.p Shami s 
Phyllis Sherman 
Morton Yarmon 

·. ~ 

. . . 

I . REPORT .F;ROM :BERTRAM .GOLD ON THE oFFrCERS MEETING WFH THE ADMINISTRATION 
. (March 24, 1981) · · 

. AJC~ s delegation met at the s·tate .Department with Walter E. Stoessel, .. 
Under Secretary. of the Department of State, ·and Nicholas VeJiotes·, Ass.istant 
Secretary for Near. Eastern and Middle Eastern Affairs. The State Depart-

. ment officials reaff.inned U.S .. coninitment to the Camp -David process and 
said that the U.S. continues to try to ·discred1t the PLO. 

The delegation was told that there is an agreement between .the U.S. 
government an<;i the Saudis on sale of AWACS to Saudi Arabia. The Administra·
tion believes that . the sale is necessary because of the Soviet threat, and: 
to show U.S. friendship to the Saudis. Moreove·r, according to the State 
Department, since the Saudis cannot use the ·equipment themselves, Ameripans 
will_have to man t~e AWAC~, in ~ffect, giving the U.S. a ba.se in ~audi . / 
Arabia. If there is a problem in the area, presumably the U.S. will be · 
able to move in. As a member of SAC pointed out, "that is what we said 
when we sold military hardware to Iran." 

Mr. Gold said that the _AJC delegation told the State Department 
officials that the Jewish community was opposed to the F-15 equipment 
sales, but stressed· that the Jewish community would go to the mat ·on the 
s~l~ of the AWACS, which it ·does -not believe is in U.S. i~terest. 

The Israelis are, of course,- opposed to the sale of the F-15 equipment, 
L but they have not made any major outcry against it because they bel i_eve 

that they can't wih. They also. do not want to engage jn a no-win fierce 
battle with the "pro-Israel" Reagan Administration. · In· AJC's afternoon 
meeting with Eppie Evron, Israeli Ambassador _to the United States, it 
was clear that the Israelis are, however, -going to strongly fight the 
sale of the AWACS. 
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. The delegation met for luncheon with Murray Wefdenbaum, Chairman of 
the President's Economic Council. The· delegati.on expressed its . con
cern about the dismantling of valuable domestic · social programs and 
about cutbacks for energy conservation. Mr. Weidenbaum responded with 
"supply-side" e.co~omic rationale for the Administration's budget cuts. 

The delegation spent an hour with Vice President Bush . There was · · · 
discussion of the ·domestic agenda, but Vice President Bush quickly turned 
to the Middl.e East situation and other .foreign policy matters, in.cludif}g . 
human rights. The Vice President said that the Administration is · 
committed to promoting human rights. The AJC delegation responded that· .. 
this perception is no.t coming through to the American public or, ·unfortu·
nately, to people and governments in other parts of the world . · Th~ AJC . · 
delegation also pointed out that the Administration's differenti~tion 
between. authoritarian and totalitarian governments is not valid and wouJd· . 
seem to suggest that the Administration will support every two-bit di.~tator : 
Vice President Bush said that he thought that was a good point! · · .. '. 

On the Middle East, we again regfstered our dismay about the_ pending 
sale of AWACS to the Saudis. The Vice President did not seem to know 
about .the AWACS' capabilities, so Al Moses filled him in.--

::..~' SAC. then discussed the possible strategies for ·the . Jewish eonununity 
with respect to the A\~ACS. Seymour Samet commented that · it is sometimes 
good strategy to fight on an .issue that you know you will lose (the F-.15s} 
so that yo·u can gain adv~ntage ·in the real fight (the AWAC~). · .Mr. Go1d · 
said that there was going to be a ·meeting of the Presi.~e.nts .Conference ., 
in the next ·te~ days. It is possib1e, .he said~ that the_ information · .. 
on the AWACS may harden the community_ on the F.:.. 15s. . · " · 

It was noted toat the Board of Governors thought that AJC should 
not be influenced by what the Israells had to · say on the F-l5s.,· rather · 
our ~ajor .concern should. be the best ·i.nter~st of ·the United. States. · .. 
Some members of SAC cautioned 'that was not an ·easy argument to make; other~· 
pointed out that AJC may desire. to take an in?ependent stance, but the. 
issue will not be fought strongly or with ·full Jewish community support; 
unlP~S the Israelis are wi'lling to take on the battle. . . ... 

. I I. BOARD OF GOVERNORS FOLLOW-UP 

The Boa.rd of Governors elected ~·o meet on three Mondays a year in 
addition to meetings at the Annual Meeting, .the NEC and Boa·rd Institute. 
The tentati~e Board schedule for Fall 1981-Spring 1982 will be Monday, 
September 21; Thursday, October 22 (NEC meeting'); Monday ; December 7; 
February 5, 1982. (Board ·Institute}; Monday, Ma·rch· 22, 1982.; May 12-16, 
1982 (Annual __ M~eti ng). Th i's means that .. the commissions will meet. on 
Sundays o c---: t';c;:.i:i<i ~:.::~ -. -·; ... 
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Mr. Gold stated that the Board did not have sufficient time for 
discussion of AJC's strategy with respect to the Moral Majority, and 
that this had distressed some Board members . The SAC then discussed how 
best to deal with the issue. At first it was thought that there should 
be a separate Annual Meeting Plenary Session on the subject, instead of 
the scheduled concurrent Friday morning session. On reflection, however, 
the SAC felt that this would not be different from the session at the 
1980 NEC meeting and, moreover, that such a 1arge group could not be 
expected to develop strategy for the agency. Two other approaches were 
then suggested . The first was a Plenary Session on the "Culture Conflict" 
in the United States with Daniel Bell as the speaker. Another alternative 
was a session on the issues of confrontation with the right -- abortion, 
school prayer, .etc. A moderate viewpoint on these issues would be 
expressed by the panelists. : SAC was of the opinion that a session on 
the underlying "culture con fl kt11 would be more productive and stimulating. 
It was felt that AJC's viewpoi-nt on the hard issues might get lost · in the 
second format recommended. Selma Hirsh said she would follow up on the 
recommendations with the planning group. 

PHS :mb 

81-900-36 . 



··The ~tnerican Gjevvish Conunitte~ 
. Institute of H·uman Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.Y. 1.0022 • 212/751-4000 • l:able Wishcom, N.Y. 

March 31, 1981 

Dear Editor , 

Faced wi th assassination threats by the fanati cal Moslem Brotherhood 
and incr easingly isolated internationally, President Hafez al-Assad of 
Syria has resorted to a new wave of repressive measures including searches 
without warrant, torture, detention without trial and summary execut i ons . 
Several thousand persons have reportedly been killed in the escalating 
civil strife. 

In additio~ · to the deteriorating domestic situation, Syria's inter
national isolatio~ has P.rompted the previously cautious Assad to embark 
on a series of rash and risky foreign actions--announcement of a merger 
agreement with the erratic Col. Qaddafi of Libya in September, signing 
of a Friendship and Cooperation .agreement with the Soviet Union in October 
and an increase in Soviet advisers in the country to 3,000-5,000 and the 

.marshalling of 50,000 troops along the border with Jordan in November , 

The · S,000 Jews of Syria, while not participating in the politics of 
the country, have increasingly become victimized by the reversion of the 
r egime to past patterns .of brutality. In addition, they suffer special 
discrimination as Jews. Unlike other Syrians , they are forbidden to emi
g~ate . Seven Jewish men are presently in prison for having attempted to 
flee. A young woman who was wounded and paralyzed when she was shot in 
an earlier a ttempt to e~c~pe has been allowed to receiye treatment in the 
Uni ted States, but her' husband and four small children were denied permission 
t o joiri her. Several Jewish women have been raped and the entire community 
lives in constant fear. 

The .attached comprehensive bac.kground report by Dr . George E. Gruen 
exa.mines the perilous future facing Syrian Jewry within the broader domestic 
and int ernational context. 

You are welcome to reprint this r epor t . 

MY : RD 
Attachment 
81-960-D-13 

Cordially yours , 

Morton Yarman 
Director of Publi c Relations 

MAYNARD L WI SHNER, President • • BERTRAM H. GOLD, Executive Vice-President 
HOWAflO · 1. FRIEDMAN, Chairman, Board of Governors 11 THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, National Executive Council • GERARD WEINSTOCK. Chairman. Board of Trustees • · 
ROBERT L. PELZ, Treasurer • MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary • ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associate Treasurer • Honorary Presidents: MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG, 
PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER 11 Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, RUTH R. GOODARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD 
• MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive Council • MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer a. JOHN SLAWSON, Executive Vice·President Emeritus • 
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HARRIS L. KEMPNER, JR., Galveston; HAMILTON M. LOEB. JR., Chicago; JOHN H. STEINHART, San Francisco; EMILY W. SUNSTEIN. Philadelphia; GEORGE M. SZABAD, Westchester; 

ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York • 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE Institute of Human Relations, 165 E. 56 St., New York,N.Y.10022, Plaza 1-4000 

SYRIAN JEWS FACE PERILOUS FUTURE 

A Foreign Affairs Department Background Memorandum 

by Dr. Georqe E. Gruen 
Director, Middie East Affairs 

As Syria continues to be racked by ci vil strife, its 5,000 Jews face 
a future that becomes more precarious day by day. They ar~ uniquely dis
criminated against by a strict ban on Jewish emigration. Seven Jewish men 
are currently in prison for allegedly having attempted to leave and other 
Jewish men and women have Qeen killed or severely wounded in earlier escape 
attempts . Jews also are subjected to special decrees, restricting their 
right to sell or inherit property. 

In addition, Jews have at times suffered from the adverse effects of 
governmental action to root 011t the fanati'cal Moslem Brotherhood, which has 
murdered top officials and sought to assassinate President Hafez al-Assad 
last surrmer. To counter the Brotherhood , Assad has unleashed his Defense 
Brigades and the Mukho.ballat {secret police) who comnit acts in violation of 
fundamental human rights, including searches without war rant, torture. de
tention without trial , and surrmary executions . 

This is in sharp contrast to the relative· moderation Assad practiced 
in the mid-1970's when, as a merrber of the Alawite rel igious minority, he 
sought to minimi ze ethnic and religious divisions and promised that all 
Syrians, including Jews , would be treated equally. Today, however, no one 
in Syria is secure , even i n their own homes. 

Brutality. of security Forces 

In its section on Syria . the U. S. State Departnent's latest review 
of human rights practices cites "reliable reports that security forces 
dragged people from their resi dences and brutally beat them during house
to-house searches .. . . " The use of force "was protested, to no ava i1, to 
a high level of the .Syrian government by local delegations from the affect
ed cities" of Aleppo, Hama. and Homs. 

In one house-to-house search last July, a special forces unit entered 
the home of a Jewish goldsmi t h. The men of the uni t took the husband with 
them to identify other Jewish homes in the neighborhood. One guard was 
posted outside and the capta-in remained behind ostensibly to search the 
Jewish home. Finding nothing incr iminating , he turned to the young wife 
of the goldsmith, ordered her to strip to prove she was not concealing 
Moslem Brotherhood literature, and then raped her. 

A protest to the authorities led to a promise of an investigation, 
but nothing was done to punish the officer involved. It is believed that 
one or two other Jewish women in Aleppo were also violated, but were too 
ashamed to protest. 

The patent absurdity of searching Jewish honEs for Moslem Brother
hood literature or adherents should be obvious. The Jews in Syria take 
no part in the domestic politics of the country, they are exempted from 
military service and hold no government posts,_. They certainly would have 

. nothing to gain from the coming to power of the fanatiCal Moslem Brother
hood, which seeks to create an Islamic state in place of the present re
gime. 

Emigration of iloslem and Christian Syri ans 

Moreover, a crucial difference between Jews and other Syrians is that 
Jews are denied the option of leaving the country. The violen~e, lawless-

' 
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ness and economic instability have prompted increasing numbers of Syrian 
Moslems and Christians to go abroad. According to State Department sources 
there are some 2,500 Syrians currently studying in the United States. Other 
sources estimate that at least 400,000 to 500,000 Syrians are working abroad, 
mainly in the oil-producing states of the Arabian Peninsula and Persian Gulf. 

The Syrian authorities have been ambivalent about this emigration. On 
the one hand, Syrians working abroad annually send back an estimated $1 billion 
of scarce foreign currency to their relatives within Syria. On the other hand, 
the Syrian government seeks to stem a "bra in drain." 

Yet the Jews are the only religious group totally forbidden to emigrate. 
In the case of non-Jews emigration is only restricted for certain 
categories, e. g. young persons liable for military service, and doctors, 
scientists and engineer~ who were trained at government expense and must com
plete ten years of service within Syria before being permitted to emigrate. 
However, even these restrictions are relatively easy to evade. Moreover, 
s i nee Syria has 101ng regarded Lebanon and Jordan as parts of historic Greater 
Syria, .passports have not· been required for travel to these neighboring 
countries. Moslem and Christian Syrians have been able simply to show their 
Syrian identity cards, much as American citizens are able to travel to Canada 
without obtain i ng a passport. Consequently, the State Department concludes 
that despite the formalities , "it is relatively easy for Syrians to travel 
abroad. 11 

Ban on Jewish Emigration 

But this is not the case for Jews. The term "Mu.6awi." (follower of 
Moses, i. e. Jewish) i s entered on their identity cards and they are barred 
from travelling even to neighboring countries. In March 1974 two young 
Jewish men were killed and four young Jewish women were raped and murdered 
as they attempted to flee to neighboring Lebanon. A protest funeral march 
by Jewish women in Damascus brought their tragic fate to world attention. 
In response to numerous international interventions, including a personal 
appeal by Pres ident Jimmy Carter , fourteen young unmarried Jewish women 
were permitted, in July 1977 to come to the United States to marry. There 
were hopes that Assad would fulfill the promise he made to Carter in May 
1977 that additional Syrian Jews would be permitted to leave for humanitar
ian reasons "on a case by case basis." In the nearly four years since then 
only a handful of persons , mostly ill or aged, have been permitt ed to leave. 

The Syrian· authorities have turned a deaf ear to repeated requests for 
family reunions to the .United States. At present some 400 unmarried Syrian 
women find it qiffkult to find suitable husbands, since many young Jewish 
men had earlier fl ed the country. Even among those men who remain some 
refuse to wed under present circumstances, because, as one escapee explained, 
"I did not want to marry and raise a family before I could assure my children 
that they would grow up in freedom. 11 A recent Swiss visitor to Syria re
ported that social pressures are growing within Syria for Jewish women to 
convert and marry Moslems. 

The Tragic Case of the Barakat Family 

Others have again risked their lives and sought to flee the country. 
Mrs. Badrya Akiva Barakat, a young mother of four children, was gravely 
wounded and paralyzed when she was shot by Syrian border guards in August 
1979. She was hospitalized in Aleppo and after many months of appeal was 
finally permitted to go abroad for expert surgery together with her aged 
parents. A large deposit of $10,000 had to be paid. Moreover, her husband 
and their four small children--Rima (9), Noura (6), Gabi (5), and Filly (2)-
were refused permission to accompan.v her. Her husband. Barakat Barakat. 
age-34, and otlier members-of the family were among a group of 24 persons 
arrested by the Syrian autJioriti es on October 10, 1980 for a 11 egedly attempt-· 
ing to flee. Although a judge in Dama~cus ordered their release, the Mukhaba1ta.t 
insi.sted on keeping seven of the males, including her husband and a 14-year-old 
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cousin, .in prison "as a warning to others." 
' . 

Mrs. Akiva Barakat is now undergoing post-operative rehabilitation 
treatment in Brooklyn. Her physical afflictions are compounded by mental 
anguish over separation from her children and fear for the fate of her 

~ husband. 

· "Illegal " flight has become increasingly dangerous and difficult as 
the Mu.kha.ba.M.t and other agencies of internal security intensify their 
vigilance within the country and along the borders. The Mu.k.ha.ba.M.t'~ 
insistence that Jews be sentenced to a minimum of six months in prison-
and possibly up to five years--for attempts to escape has served to deter 
"illegal" emigration in recent months. 

Some Jews had in recent years been able to obtain passports and exit 
yisas to travel abroad for brief periods for business or health reasons. 
However, they had to post exceptionally large bonds, often upwards of $6,000, 
and leave close family members behind as further insurance that they would . 
return. Since the average annual per capita income in Syria is $800, only 
the small wealthy segment of Syrian Jewry could take advantage of this op
portunity to leave the country. If a Jew did not return within the specified 
time the bond was forfeited. In March 1981, the authorities suddenly can
celled the exit permits of the handful of Jews who were holding valid pass
ports. No explanatio~ was · given. 

Other Discriminator.y Restrictions on Syri~n Jews 
.. .. . 

The government also seizes the property of Jews who left "illegally" and 
the share of inheritance of family members who are abroad. Recently, property 
was seized in Aleppo even from Jews abroad on va11d passports. Their close 
relatives have had to pay rent to the government for the right to live in 
their home. In a typical Catch 22 ruling, the Syriar authorities claimed 
that the power of attorney the Jew ·had given his relative was only valid while 
he was within the country. Yet, had he been physically present there would 
have been no need for an agent to handle his affairs . Syrian Moslems and 
Christians who live abroad can buy and sell ·property through their ·designated 
agents in Syria. In another reversion to pastdiscrimination, the Mu.kha.ba.M.t 
in Aleppo recently tried to confiscate a Jew's 1975 lll)del autorTDbile on 
the basis of a 1966 decree forbidding Jews to own cars. After repeated ap
peals to Damascus, the order was rescinded. 

·Syrian Jews must also inform the Mu.kha.ba.M.t if they intend to travel 
from 'one city to another. If any member of the family is unexplainedly ab
sent from home, the remaining family members must irmrediately notify the 
secret police or face harsh interrogation and imprisonment . BeGause of the 
greater difficulties and time required to escape from the capital, hardly 
any Damascene ~ews have dared to fl ee. Consequently the Damascus corrrnunity 
has grown through natural ·increase to 4 ,000 today. In contrast, the number 
of Jews in Aleppo has shrunk to 750, while the number remaining in the town 
of Qamishly is estimated at between 150 and 200. Since Qamishly has not had 
a regular rabbi or Jewish school for several years, there has been a gradual 
movement to Aleppo. 

Jewish Community Life 

Regular services are !)eld in the nineteen synagogues in Da~scus and. 
three in Aleppo. Two Jewish schools continue to function in Damascus and 
one in Aleppo, under the ever-watchful eye of the Mukha.ba.M.t. Some Jewish 
students are able to attend. the universities. · In Damascus, there are 
about twenty Jewish doctors, twenty pharmacists, five dentists and two 
lawyers who practice their professions. Others engage in business and com
merce, as well as artisans in the traditional Syrian Jewish crafts in gold, 
silver and brasswork. In the economic reallllthey have suffered primarily 
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because of the general deterioration in the country's economic situation. 
Yet the special restricti'ons on transfer of property illustrate the dis
crimination to which Jews are arbitrarily subjected. 

~-- ......... 

Two ancient synagogues in Aleppo, the · Beit Nassi and ' the Midrash Segnor 
Moshe, were demolished during the past couple of years. They were razed when 
the quarter was demolished as part of an urban renewal scheme. The Jewish 
conmunity saved the· Torah scrolls and other teligious items. The government 
offered a token amount of ~ompensation to the community. The Jewish conmunity 
council in Aleppo appealed to a Damascus court for a larger award, but with
out success thus far. 

While Syrian Jews are troubled by President Assad's acquiescence in 
the brutality of the special forces, Syrian Jews are even more fearful of 
the consequences for them should the Moslem Brotherhood come to power. "This 
would be the blackest day in our life," confided one Syrian Jew recently. 
He expressed the fear that a fundamentalist and rabidly anti~Israel Moslem 
Brotherhood-dominated regime would reintroduce even harsher ·discriminatory 
laws against the Jews. 

Syria's Internationa·l Isolation 

Meanwhile , Syria's rulers are beset with a great many problems. Main
taining 23,000 troops in Lebanon in an effort to control the civil war is 
a heavy drain on the economy. Syria also has large units stationed along 
the Golan Heights facing Israel . Tension and insecurity with_in Syria have 
been heightened by the wave of .assassinations of Assad's supporters and by 
the government's large-scale military moves to put down all opposition. 

On the international scene, traditional rivalry with Iraq increased 
this fall when Baghdad accused Syria of supporting Iran, and Assad's friction 
with Jordan nearly escalated into warfare in November when Syria concentrated 
50,000 troops along the border. To break out of the isolation, Assad con-
e 1 uded a 'merger. agreement with Qaddafi 's Libya in September. And of po
tentially far greater significance was Assad's signing .last Oetober of 
a formal Friendship and Cooperation Treaty with the Soviet Union. The number 
of · ~ovi et advisors within Syria now exceeds 3 ,000 and some i nte 11 i gence 
esti:mates are as high as 5,000. 

Are Assad's days numbered? The most recent reports indicate that his 
brutal repression appears to have crippled the extremist opposition--at 
leas"t for the moment Several thousand persons have already been killed. 

Arrest of Human Rights Advocates 

'Yet the government's . draconian measures have ~ot been limited to vio
lent opponents . . Amnesty International reported on June 9, 1980 that leaders 
of the Syrian Bar Assodation and of the League for the Defense of Human 
Rights in Syria--who had for two years been peacefully ·petitioning for an 
end to the special security courts, for the release of political prisoners 
and al restoration of legal due process-~were arrested in April 1980. -The 
State: Department confirms that as of March 1981 they were still in prison. 
This demonstrates how far the Assad regime is prepared to go to suppress 
any o·pposition, even the non-violent efforts of distinguished lawyers who 
seek to uphold human r~ ghts. .. 

And while all persons -in Syria are subject to the ar:bitrary whims of 
a lawless regime, Jews know from bitter experience that they have special 
reason. to feel vulnerable. It is thus ·all the more urgent to intensify 
interri'ational humanitarian efforts to obtain the right of Syrian Jews to 
emigrate. 

~ ***** 
~· 
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Dear Friend. 

April 7. 1981 

The letter reproduced below was delivered to the 
NJCRAC on March 16, 1981 . The leadership o·f the Ethiopian 
Jews in Israel asked from each and every Jew to get copies 
to as many North American Jewish leaders as possible imm

.. -··--· · ediately, Theref.ore., . wet. ask you:c:. he).p in hand-delivering 
(or mailing to the home addresses) ·copies ·of · these· pages 
to the lay and professional leaders in your community. 

. Will you pleas~ do this with dispatch. . . 

~- fl.),.._~"<> !!J. ~ The Ethiopian Jewish leadership requests. because of 
!!J~ ~~ j(~ the delicate nat.ure of the subject matter, that this letter 

· · not be published in any periodical or bulletin, But they 
.~dk· ~~- ~~ do want responsible Jewish leaders to have co~ies of this ' 
~~~46~ letter and to pressure national U.S. and Canadian Jewish 

YR . • 4 __ leadership and the govern.ment of Israel into action . As 
~ ._:ru.-r, they write, "the fate of our people now resides in your 

hands." 

~-..d~ 

~~.9~ 
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History will judge us by our actions - not by our 
words. 
----~-------------------------------------------------------
CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL CONFIDENTIAL CON-FIDENTIAL ------------------------------------------------------------

IV'i.arch 14, 1981 

Mr. Daniel Shapiro 
Mr. Abraham Bayer 

Council of Ethiopian Jews 
P. O. Box J084 
Tel Aviv 6J571, Israel 

NJCRAC Committee on Ethiopian Jewry 
443 Park Avenue South 
New York, N. Y. 10016 
We, The Ethiopian Jews residing in Israel, understand that 
the NJCRAC Committee on Ethiopian Jewry represents the int
erests of the Ethiopian Jewry and speaks for most major 
Jewish organizations in America. Because we believe that 
American Jews care about the fate of the Ethiopians Jews, 
and because we lalow that the American Jews have the ability. 
and resources to effect the rescue of our people, as a last 
resort we turn to you for help. In so doing, we not only 
reveal to you our common plans and our feelings, but, in 
reality, on delivery of this letter the fate of our people 
now resides in your hands. 

1 
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Speaking as leaders of all the Ethiopian Jews in Israel, we believe that despite 
the apparent progress seen in aliyah this past year, the rescue of our peop~e is 
still of very low priority in the eye~ of the government of Israel and especially 
in those of the Jewish Agency. Furthermore, we charge world Jewish leadership 
with negligence for ignoring our pleas, for engaging in futile and useless rhet
oric, for believing the lies and excuses of Israeli clerks -- while the facts 
show that our people are being raped, mutilated, sold into slavery, and are dying . 
of murder, disease, famine and warfare. Still you do not believe us nor do you 
make serious efforts to even try to find out the truth. 

The Ethiopian Jewish residents of Israel have planned a series of major demon
strations and hunger strikes, but were prevailed upon by Prof. Lenhoff, who has 
spent the last month meeting with and listening to our anguish, to try for a 
flnal time -- before we turn to the streets -- to allow American Jewry to act 
forcefully and quickly to apply their energies towards the rescue of our people, 
just as you have done in the past for other Jewish Convnunities in distress. 

Today, the Ethiopian Jewish Community is the oldest continuously surviving Jewish 
Community in the world. We are the only one in immediate physical danger. We 
are the only Jewish conmunity in danger of dying out in current timeso The time 
is to end discussiono The time is for action. 

• . ~ 

Today there are from 1,200 to 1,500 Ethiopian Jews in a hostile Moslem country 
neighboring Ethiopia, in a land where they know not the language or customs, in 
a land where they are in hiding for fear of being exposed~ If captured or imprisoned, 
there is no one to speak on their behalf. They are dying of dysentery and dehy
dration, and the rainy malarial season is rapidly approaching. 

The current route of freedom to Israel has worked. Right now it is the only route 
for which it is practical to bring out large numbers of peopleo And it may end 
soon. Yet, the operation is limited. it is slovenly carried out, it lacks personnel 
and funds , it has insufficient back-up, and it is not broad enough exploring other 
avenues of routing to Israel. Most of the people waiting there have been there for 
11 months, some for over l~ years. Families have been separated, and many people 
have died there. They walked there at great risk for days and weeks, young and 
old, leaving familiar surroundings only to find themselves trapped with no place 
to go to .. They are in immediate danger and must be removed in large numbers now. 

Likewise, in Ethiopia, the government has gained more control over the territories 
in which the Ethiopian Jews live. Now our people can not move from one place to 
another without government permission and surveillance. They are watched contin
uously and virtually all possibility of escape to freedom is now closed. More 
young people are being pulled into the army and are being sent off to fight and die 
in the wars with Eritrea and Somalia .. Others flee to the cities where they be.
come assimilated. Our Kohanim, teachers and other leaders are continuously watched 
and are under great danger should they make one suspicious move. Some of our peo
ple are still imprisoned under false charges of being Zionist agents. We are 
forced to work without salary in the government-sponsored agricultural "Green 
Plan/' and much of the food we raise goes not to our fellow Ethiopians, but to feed 
Russians and Cubans. Bandit groups still roam the countryside, rape and steal our 
women, rob us of our possessions, and th~eaten our men with death if they appeal to 
the. authorities A Slavery and mutilations sti 11 occur. Some counter~revolutionary 
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fronts still attack our people as "racists" because of our identification with 
Israel . Part of our people live in the famine areas. We do not get sufficient 
medi ca l care. Our Kohanim are unable to train successors. We get little train
ing in Jewish subjects. If we are not killed physically, then our culture which 
we have preserved for over 2,000 years will soon die. 

Most of the above you all know, but for some unfathomable reason refuse to be
lieve , We have no alternative but to demand action -- or to reluctantly let the 
world know that the charges of racism made by our Arab enemi es are true regard
ing Israel's attitude toward the Jews of Ethiopia. To publically make those 
charges hurts us because we came to Israel, not for material gain, but because 
of l ove of Zion, to live as free Jews and build a Jewish lando We love this 
country . We have not abandoned it. But we have been betrayed by its leaders 
only because the surface of our skin is black. 

We, the leaders of t he Ethiopian Jews now residing in Israel, demand the follow
ing from the government of Israel, and we ask the Jewish corrvnunity of America 
through the NJCRAC to carry these demand~ to them, and to see that they are 
carried out: 

1. The Jewish refugees in the country(s) neighboring Ethiopia must all 
be evacuated and brought to Israel before July 1. The routes are there. 
Ethiopian Christians and Moslems are leaving for Europe and elsewhere in 
large numbers. Every avenue of evacuation to freedom - legal and illega l 
must be used. 

2. Negotiations must begin with Ethiopia irrrnediately for a stepwise re
moval of its Je\-1S. The first ste should be a reunification of families, 
as is done with the Jewso Russia and with Cubans wishing t o join fam
ilies in the USA. Israel and Ethiopi a have improved relat ions~ they carry 
out business together. A proper price must be set; none is too high. It 
must be don.: quickly. It can. be done · now. You must emp loy other govern
ments and various world agencies, such as the Red Cross or the UN to do 
this. Such a process may take time, but you must begin now. In addit ion. 
it is possible to bring out. our students on student visa s the way many 
Christian Ethiopians leave . There are less than 100 students who quality, 
but we must begin immediately. 

3. All Ethiopian Jews in prison must be released, and the former ORT teacher~ 
who were imprisoned and beaten, must be brought to Israel immediately . 

'I. In Israel, the so-called Intermin i sterial Conmittee, which seldom meets and 
never consults us, must be disbanded. In its place the Prime Minister must 
immediately appoint an 11 Ethiopian Jewry Authority" directly responsible to 
him, just as was done for the Russian Jews to coordinate all activities of 
our people -- both aliyah and klita. This Authority Ui·t e '')must have 
5-6 members whose full time activities must deal with Ethiopian Jews and in 
coordinating all the activities now handled part time by clerks in about a 
dozen different Ministeries and agencies. Furthermore, we want a voice in 
the selection of the leadership of the Authority. and to have a .role in its 
activities. In addition, we want as advisors to that Authority representa
t1ves from our worldwide support groups that we approve of. 
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We know that the remnant 22,000 Ethiopian Jews will not arrive in Israel during 
the next year, but our 4 demands are reasonable if only you and the government · 
of Israel have the will to do it. You have the ability. You have the resources. 
You have the contacts. We will accept nothing less than concrete results and 
signs of continuing progress. 

If we do not see such progress and signs by Pesach, our Freedom Holiday, our 
Council will ·meet to decide on strong action in both Israel, and with the help 
of North American support groups, in your continent and elsewhere as well . If 
major world Jewish organizations continue to neglect the destruction of our 
people as they have for the past 100 years, then now may be the time to form a 
new major Jewish organization to do just those functions that you and the State 
of I~rael were charged with doing by World Jewryo 

No reply to this ietter is necessary. We await only results. 

In love of Zion, and of the G-d of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, we look to you for 
the redemption of the last remnant of the Ethiopian Jewish COlmlunity .. 

Avraham Yerday, Pres. 
Association of Ethiopian Jews 

Zecharias Vona, Secretary 
Associat~on of Ethiopian Jews 

Ish iyahu Avraham, S~cretary 
Union for Saving Ethiopian Jewish 
Families 

Ishiyahu Ben-Baruch, Chairman 
Union for Saving Ethiopian Jewish 
Families 

Aklum Ferede, Absorption Worker 

Rachamim Elazar, Treasurer 
Association of Ethiopian Jews 

This document was agreed upon unanimously on March 
Shabbat on March 14, 1981. Witnessed by: 

12, 1981, and signed after 

Prof. Howard Lenhoff, Pr~s. AAEJ Murray Greenfield, Director. AAEJ 
, in Israel 

( 
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M. BERi~ARD Rf.SNIKOFF 

TO: Abe Karlikow 

When Lea's husband received an invitation to visit 
Bethlehem University , I agreed with Lea that it might 
not be a bad idea for her to go .along. 

I asked her to stay alert to the experience and to 
write up her impressions, whicb are attached for the 
interest and information of the department . Neither 
she nor I think it is useful as a formal report from 
the Israel Office, but it is still worth sharing with 
our colleagues. 

Encl. 

MBR:mk 
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A VISIT TO BETHLEHEM UNIVERSITY 

The University of Bethlehem is located on a high hill overlooking 
the: healitiful landscape of the Judean mountains, in a spacious _ 
stone building surrounded by lush gardens, one·.of the three unversities 
of the West Bank; the other two being Bir Zeit University and 
the University of Nablus. 

The University of Bethlehem is a direct result of the visit of 
Pope Paul VI to the area in 1965. Other result~ include a sc~ool 
for deaf and dumb children and a hostel for poor pilgrims who· 
come to visit the holy places in the area. The University was 
founded by money raised by Catholics in the U.S. and Europe, under 
the auspices of the Vatican. 

The University is quite small, comprising at present approximately 
800 students and 100 . faculty. It can accomodate no more than 
1,000. The University grants undergraduate degrees, but d~es 
not have facilities for graduate students. However, things are 
not easy for it, even as far as these· first degrees are concerned. 
While universities in the U.S. and Europe recognize degrees given 
by the University of Bethlehem, Arab universities do not. The 
Vatican · representative in Israel tried for sev~ral years to 
persuade the authorities . in Amman to recognize this University 
without success, and even his talks with iing Hussein · in this 
regard bore no fruit. In the last two months the University has 
hired ~ new President who is an Arab Christian, and there is now 
hope that this fact might help get recognition hy Arab universities, 
although it seems that this alone might not be enough . The charter 
of the Council of Arab Universities speaks of Moslem · studies · and 
Moslem tradition -- therefore ari Arab Mosle~ Presient might be 
demanded -- a requirement which tne Vatican would probably decline. 

Thus, West Bank ?alestinians who can afford it, prepare to send 
their children to universities in the U.S. and Europe, rather 
than to the University of Bethlehem. 

As far as faculty is concerned, the policy of the University is to 
oire good teachers, and not to concentrate on research-oriented 
professors. The reason is, that since the students' academic level 
is .so low d'ue to inadequate primary and high· schools, what is 
needed most is good teachers who will devote hours and energy to 
their students, to raise their academic level. 

( 
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The University of Bethlehem has problems not only with Arab 
countries not recognizing the degrees it grants, but also with 
the Israeli authorities. While the University of Bethlehem is 
not so political~y active· as .. th~ · Un~ve~stty of.· Bir Zeit, the 
fQrmer President (who still acts as President) , has been very 
busy m~diating between the University's Palestinian students and 
the Israeli military government. On .the one hand, he tries to 
persuade his students to k~ep their political activities · inside 
the University to the minimum (for example, celebrating Palestinian 
national events), and, c•n the other hand, when~ during such 
events, the Palestinian flag is flown a·nd he ge.ts .a call from 
the military government to. "get that flag down in ten minutes 
or we~ll come and get it" -- to persuade the Israeli mil~tary 
government to be flexible and to intervene as little as poss.ible. 
But he does not always succeed, and when the IDF . surround~ th~ 
University, confrontation is unavoidable . The sight of soldiers 
brings about stone-throwing by the students, which in turn causes 
shooting, and students begin jumping over fences so as not to 
be caught by the soldiers, since this ~ould mean that their I.D.'s 
would be taken and future job-finding would be that much harder. 

. . . 

Jumping over fences and runn~ng away usually results in students 
1.9.?ing · their books - - and then returning to classes . without them, 
as Sister Maria Petrushka points out. Sister Maria is a nun in 
the Greek Catholic Church from Pittsburgh, who ~~me . to teach 
English during h~r sabbatical at the britver~ity of ~ethlehem. 
She has fallen in love with the place, ihe landscape and e~otic 
alleyways of Bethlehem, but nevertheles.s cannot wait . to go: back 
to her native U.S. The reasqn? The tension is too much fo~ her. 
The sight of soldiers, of. students throwing heavy rocks, of 
shooting and of breaking windows is too much for Sister .'M(iria . · 
And not only do stud.en ts turn up wi thou.t thei,r .books; ·students 
arrive late to classes, and sometimes miss classes altogether, 
because of curfews in thei:r home villages, or because of army 
roadblocks, etc. Then there are the problems with the library: 
Every book arriving at the University library must .first pass 
careful censorship by the Israeli censor. There are quite a 
number of books which are not allowed by the Israeli ·authorities, 
including, .a«:::cording to Sister Ma.ria, a book on nuclear p}1ysics. 

With all this, the students love the University. Due to the fact 
that a planned gathering of more than ten persons in the West Bank 
requires mi.litary government permission, there are no clubs .or any 
recre(ition areas for young men and women to meet each other. Thus 
the University actually provides the only place where they can 
meet, talk, laugh and flirt. 

And what does the previous President have to say about confrontations 
between Palestinian students and Israeli soldiers? "What can you 
do, 11 he sighs, "The Arab students are kids and the Israeli soldiers 
are kids ..• " 

Lea Spector 

April 12, 1981 
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum . 
Director, . rnterreligious Affairs 
American Jewish Committee 
165 E. 56th Street 

I 

New York, NY 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

RNA News Letter . 
c/o C. Fouke 
231 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
April 29 , 198.l 

As I . indicated to you.ri secretary, I ' 11 be glad to accept 
your guest column for 'the 'May-June ·News Letter·. of the 
Religion Newswriters ~ssociation. I ' d like it in hand 
June 1 if possible . I' rn looking forward to see·ing your 
column, and am not un~appy to use it one issue later 
than originally schedtjled. 

I 

Meanwhile , here's a copy of the March- April News Letter. 
You may be interested : to see what's on the program for 
~NA' s annual meeting, j in Los Angeles . this yea·r. 

Sincerely, 

v 
' 

Ms. Carol J. Fouke 
Editor, RNA News Letter 

.. , 
~ 

I 

,: 
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LOS AN'GELES HILTON IS RNA' S JUNE 6-7 MEETING SITE, PROGRAM PLANNERS ANNOUNCE; 
PROGRAM INCLUDES DEBATE BETWEEN LEADING BAPTIST FUNDAMENTALIST AND MODERATE 

The Religion Newswriters Association's 1981 membership meeting will open with regis
tration at 2 p .m. Saturday, June 6, at the Los Angelas Hilton and continue through 
Sunday, June 7. Details of meeting arrangements and program were announced by RUSSELL 
CHANDLER and JOHN DART of the Los Angeles Times and by LOUIS MOORE of the Houston 
Chronicle. The three are working together on plans for the meeting, which is the 
weekend before the Southern Baptist Convention meets in L.A. June 9-11. Los Angeles 
was chosen at the 1981 RNA meeting site by members in a poll taken late in 1980. 

Hera is the schedule for the RNA meeting: 

JUNE 6 2 p.m. Registration in the Buffalo Room, Los Angeles Hilton 

2:30 p.m. Debate between the Rev. Dr. Paige Patterson, a leader of the Bap
tist fundamentalists, and the Rev. Dr. Kenneth Chafin, a leader of 
the Baptist moderates, on the topic "Inerrancy is a Crucial Issue 
in the Survival of the Southern Bapt:ist Convention ." The after- .· 
noon program will con~lude at about 5 p.m. · 

6:30 p.m. Cash bar in the New York Room, Los Angeles Hilton 

7:30 p.m. Awards Banquet, New York Room. Jimmy Carter has been invited to 
speak; if he cannot, Norman Lear is among prospective speakers . 

.TUNE 7 -- 9 a . m. Continental breakfast and business meeting, St. Louis Room, Los An
geles Hilton 
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-- Noon Lunch, New York Room. Afternoon speakers include ~ITKE Cr.ARK of t~e 
Memphis, Tenn., Commercial Appeal on how he go t the story of the for
mation of the New Religious Right in politics last summer; SBC Press 
Representative Wilmer C. Fields, and Frank Dent of World Council of 
Churches Communications. 

Evening Informal "booze and bull" session in the RNA president's suite, 
Los Angeles Hilton i 

The registration fee for the RNA meeting, payable at the meeting, will be in the .$60-
$70 range, Chandler said, and will include the awards banquet, continental breakfast, 
Sunday lunch and Sunday evening amenities (Sunday supper not included). Persons plan
ning to attend the RNA meeting are asked to drop a note to that effect to Chandler by 
May 15. His address is Los Angeles Times, Times Mirror Square, Los Angeles, CA 90053~ 

Hotel room requests must be forwarded to W.C. Fields as soon as possible. Rooms are 
available on a firs t-come, first-served basis, and Fields has emphasized that housing 
for both the R.~A . and the SBC will be tight. Fields may oe re:i.ched at SBC, 460 .. James 
Robertson Parkway, Nashville, TN 37219, telephone 615- 244- 2355. 

D D D 
BRIGGS, IN OUR SUNDAY VISITOR, COMMENTS ON MEDIA VIEWS OF RELIGION 

KENNETH BRIGGS, New York Times religion editor, was interviewed for the March 15, 1981, 
issue of Our Sunday Visitor. Tiie interview focused on the impact of religious conser
vatives and on the waning and waxing influence of more established, organized Christian 
religions and of persons within these traditions . 

He also was asked whether he thinks the media ever will take religion seriously. He 
replied, "The media, primarily, are interest ed in money and power as they relate to the 
government and to the operations of a democratic society. However , as the media become 
more interested in life-style coverage and in matters of values and behavior, there is 
a chance that they may come to view religion even mor e seriously. Having disappeared 
from the consciousness of many media people; religion can now re-enter with a kind of 
surprise value. I don't think we are going to see attention to religious institutions 
but religion will be seen-- perhaps rediscovered by many in the media-- as a powerful 
movement among people who are looking for meaning in t heir lives . " 

That could mean "a change in the view that there is antagonism between the media--which 
seem to live in a world of change and changing values--and the Church which was seen as 
an entrenched, unmovable force," Briggs said. "AntagoI!ism grew up between the two. I 
think that antagonism has disappeared to a very large extent. People can't remember 
why anybody was so upset with this allegedly repressive force in society. I think re
ligion is seen m9re often as a way in which people put their lives together in a posi
tive way rather than keeping them from living a full life in a negative way." 

ABOUT THE RNA NEWS LETTER 

The May-Juµe issue of the RNA News Letter will include coverage of the association's 
annual meeting in Los Angeles, and of winn·ers in RNA' s awards competitions. The series 
of guest columns by prominent religious figures on religion w-riting as they have ob
served and experienced it, started in November-December 1980, will continue in the May
June issue. Deadline for the issue: June· 8. 



WHILE YOU' RE IN LOS ANGELES: STORY IDEAS FOR RELIGION NEWSW1UTERS .• 

By RUSS CHANDLER and JOHN DART 
Los Angeles Times 
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To convince your editors to send you t6 the RNA annual meeting June 6-7, it could help 
to be able to suggest an extra story or two you might pick up for your paper while you 
are in Los Angeles. Of course, there is the Southern Baptist Convention annual", meet
ing which opens Tuesday morning, June 9, and concludes Thursday night, June 11. Pre~ 
convention meetings of several large groups--Pastors Conference, Woman's Missionary 
Union Convention, Religious Education Conference, etc.--will begin Sunday afternoon or 
evening, June 7. and con~inue through Monday, June 8. The SBC News Room will be Room 
212 at the Los Angeles Convention Center. Some other story possibilities in and around 
Los Angeles: 

*Robert Schuller's Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, 30 miles from downtown L.A. 

* Ca!!!pus Crusade for Christ International headquarters in ~n:owhead Springs, 65 miles. 

*The International Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches (gay churches), 
based in Los Angeles. 

* The Worldwide Church of God headquarters, Pasadena. 

* Melodyland Christian Center with Ralph Wilkerson (charismatic), opposite Disneyland, 
30 miles from downtown L.A. 

* Transcendental Meditation headquarters in West Los Angeles, 15 miles from downtown. 

* Krishna Consciousness Society headquarters in Culver City, 10 miles. 

* Other "New Age" or "Eastern Type" religion story possibilities include 3HO (Happy
Healthy-Holy) in West Los Angeles, Nich.iren Shoshu in Santa Monica (12-15 miles) and 
Church Universal and Triumphant (Guru Ma Prophet) headquarters near Malibu (20 miles). 

* Black pastor E.V. Hill and his World Christian Training Center anti-poverty program 
(he's a Moral Majority man) in Watts, 4 miles. 

* Other ethnic church story poss~bilities include Korean, Latino, Armenian, Russian 
and others. 

* 75th anniversary year of the Azusa Street Mission Revival, which many Pentecostal 
historians credit with the biggest beginning to the modern pentecostal-charismatic 
movement. The old church building no longer stands but another house important to 
the story is in Los Angeles • . 

* Cardinal Timothy Manning, not much of a mover and shaker, but Auxiliary Bishop Juan 
Arzube is national bishops' Chairman for Latin America and has outspoken opinions on 
El Salvador situation. . 

* Methodists, under Bishop Jack Tuell, are busy raising millions under Pacific Homes 
Retirement Centers court settlement. Some facilities are within driving distance. 

*Two major seminaries: Fuller in Pasadena (ll miles) and Claremont (25 miles). 

* Los Angeles Dodgers are not in town during RNA and SBC--but the L.A. Music Center is 
within walking distance and it's 8 miles to Hollywood Boulevard in Hollywood ....• 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO RNA CONSTITUTIONS, BY~WS; VOTES TO BE AT 1981 ANNUAL MEETING 

By LOUIS MOORE · 
Houston Chronicle 
R:.~A Second Vice President 

At the 1980 RNA conv~ntion in Indianapolis, RNA President BEN KAUFMAN asked me to un
dertake an updating of the RNA constitution and bylaws. This has not been an easy 
task. VIRGINIA CULVER, our secretary, beautifully described the RNA in last year's 
minutes when she said we "bumble along." We kid ourselves if we think we can turn to 
our "archives" and instantly locate a current constitution or even accurate minutes 
for each of the RNA conventions held in previous years. Neither the archives nor most 
of the files of the RNA officers contain the most recent constitution and bylaws. 

I won't go into 
royal headache. 
of the archives, 
files, I believe 

detail here, but trying to bring together all this material has been a 
With the help of DICK OSTLING's memory, John DeMott's diligent search 
and RUSSELL CHANDLER's persistent search of his vice presidential 
I have accomplished the task. 

The RNA utilizes two constitutions and one set of bylaws. One constitution is that of 
the RNA. The other constitution is that of the James 0. Supple :Memorial Fund. The 
bylaws govern only the operation of the RNA. There are no bylaws attached to the Sup
ple constitution. 

RNA presently operates under a constitutio~ revised in 1970. That constitution super
cedes earlier constitutions adopted in 1952, 1956, 1957 and 1959. My readings of the 
RNA minute$ (and when not available, of the RNA newsletter immediately following the 
annual · conventions) indicate that only one minor change has been officially approved, 
that of raising the dues. All other proposed amendments during the 1970s apparently 
failed t o gain approval. 

The bylaws appear to have been last revised in 1970 also. I also can find no evidence 
of approved amendments. The· constitution for the Supple Fund is dated May 3, 1955. 
Dick Ostling assures me that this is the most current Fund constitution. Because that 
constitution is so out of date, I assume that somewhere along t·he way it has been a
mended. If not, we are clearly operating in violation of several sections. But I can 
find no trace of the amendments. 

These three documents, then, are ·the basis on which the RNA is currently operating. I 
am convinced that the best course for the association is to amend the two constitu
tions and the bylaws in ways that will clarify and update all three of them. There
fore, on my own, I am offering the foll~wing list of proposed constitutiona~ and bylaw 
amendments. The proposed amendments are published here in accordance with current 
constitution and bylaws articles which say any amendment must be presented to the mem
bership at least 30 days before the annual meeting. Revised constitutions and bylaws 
will be duplicated and mailed to all RNA members after action is taken on the proposed 
amendments at the June 6-7 annual meeting in Los Angeles. 

D 
KEY TO PROPOSED AMENDMENTS: Straight tex~ indicat~s wording from current constitu
tion and bylaws. Material proposed to be added is underlined. Material proposed to 
be deleted from current constitution or bylaws is in parentheses (). For example: 

Original wording: The very quick fox jumped over the lazy dog. · 

Proposed amendments: The (very) quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog. 

Amended version: The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog. 



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS 
RNA. CONSTITUTION 

1. Amend ARTICLE IV - FINANCL~ MAITERS by adding a Section 3, which shall read: 
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"Section 3 -- The association may from time to time authorize fundraising pro
jects, such as the sale .of membership lists, and authorize the expenditure of the 
monies in appropriate ways . " 

2. Amend ARTICLE VII ~ VACANCIES in the following manner: 

"When a vacancy shall occur in any office, except that of president, the Execu
tive Committee shall elect a member of the Association to fill such vacancy for 
the unexpired term. In the event of the ~esignation or death of the president, 
the first vice president shall automatically become president. If the first vice 
president cannot serve, then the second vice president· shall become president." 

PROPOSED Al.'1ENDMENTS 
RNA BYLAWS 

l. Amend SECTION I -- DUTIES OF OFFICERS by adding a new ITEM 2 and a new ITEM 3, re
numbering subsequent items . The new items shall read: 

"ITEM 2. The first vice president shall be president of the Supple Board of Mana
gers and shall oversee the annual contests." 

"ITEM 3. The second vice president shall be the membership chairman and available 
to take on whatever dut·ies assigned to him/her by the executive board." 

2. Amend SECTION II ~ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ITEM 3, Paragraph c . as follows: 

"ITEM 3. The Executive Committee shall also have the following duties and 
powers: 

c. (to require the secretary, with the help of the treasurer and membership 
chairman, to maintain and annually prepare a list of active , associate and honor
ary members and to distribute same to the membership.) It is one of the duties of 
the executive committee to maintain an annually prepared list of active, associ
ate and honorary members and to distribute same to the membership." 

3. Amend SECTION II - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, ITEM 3 by adding a Paragraph ui" to read 
as follows: 

"i. To authorize by Nov. 1 of each year one person or a group of oersons to organ
ize and execute the annual year-end poll of the RNA." 

4. Amend SECTION III -- FINANCIAL MATrERS as follows: 

"(Dues shall be $15 per year for active members and $10 per year for associate 
members, payable annually beginning the first day of each calendar year.) Annual 
dues shall be assessed for both active members and associate members, payable an
nually beginning the first day of each calendar year. Members who fall two years 
in arrears in payment of dues shall, after proper notice, be automatically dropped 
from the roll. No dues shall be required of honorary members." 

1 
i 
~ 
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PROPOSED Ai.'!ENDMENTS 
JAl.'1ES 0. SUPPLE MEMORIAL FUND CONSTITUTION 

1. Amend ARTICLE II -- PURPOSE, Section 1 as follows! 

"The purpose of this organization shall be to collect funds and therefrom to make 
(an award) three ·awards annually for excellence in the field of (religious) 
religion journalism with the object of interesting young writers (in writi~g with
in this field) within the field and to raise the calibre of such writing(, said a
ward to be made .in honor of the memory of the late James 0. Supple, a founder of 
Religious Newswriters Association and former religion editor of the Chicago Sun-

. Times.) These three awards shall be made in memory of the late James 0. Supple, 
Harold Schachern and Louis Cassels." 

2. Amend ARTICLE II -- PURPOSE, Section 2 as follows: 

"(.<\11 contributors to secular newspapers and news-magazines shall be eligible to 
receive the award, which shall be called the 'Supple Memori~l Award.') The Board 
of Managers shall define the boundaries for each of the . three awards, but the 
board shall stay within these guidelines: The Supple Award shall be given for 
excellence in reporting of religion on all newspapers, newsmagazines and wire ser
vices. The Schachern Award shall be given for excellence in producing religion 
sections or pages. The Cassels Award shall be given for excellence of reporting 
of religion on smaller dailies and weeklies." 

3. Amend ARTICLE IV -- BOARD OF MANAGERS, Section 1 as follows: 

"The affairs of the Fund shall be under the direction of a Board of Managers con
sisting of not more than seven members, (four of whom shall be elected annually 
at the annual meeting) five of whom shall be the executive officers of the Reli
gion Newswriters Association, and two of whom shall be appointed by the president 
of the (Religious) Religion Newswriters Association(. The President of Religious 
Newswriters Association shall be, ex-officio, a member of the Board of Managers.) 
• by and with the majority consent of the other four officers. (Terry Ferrer, 
George Dugan, Caspar R. Nannes, Robert D. Whitaker, Margaret A. Vance, Ann Eliza
beth P~ice shall conscitute the Board of Managers until their successors are 
named and qualified at the first annual meeting.) 

4. Amend ARTICLE V -- OFFICERS, Section 1 as follows: 

"The .Jfficers of · the Fund shall ·be a President, Vice Prasident, Secretary and 
Treasurer. (They shall be elected annually by the Board of Managers at a meeting 
of the Board to follow the annual meeting of the Fund.) The president shall be 
the first vice president of the Religion Newswriters Association. The board 
shall choose a vice president, secretary and treasurer. These officers may or may 
not be the same as the vice president, secretary and · .treasurer of the RNA." 

5. Amend ARTICLE V -- OFFICERS, Section 2, by striking: 

("Section· 2. Until their successors shall be elected and duly qualify, the offi
cers shall be as follows: Terry Ferrer, President; Margaret A. Vance, Vice Pres
ident, ·and Robert D. Whitaker, Secretary and Treasurer.") 

6. Amend ARTICLE VII -- MEETINGS as follows: 

("Section 1. The annual meeting of the Fund shall be held in April, May or June 
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to coincide with the annual meeting of Religious Newswrit.ers Association. All 
active members of Religious Newswriters Association shall be eligible to vote.") 

("Section 2 . The Board of Managers shall meet to organize and elect the officers 
of the Fund immediately after the annual meeting . " ) 

("Sectiori 3. The Board of Managers shall -hold three regular meetings a year, one 
· each in the month of April, and of October, and of January, all at the convenience 
of a majority of its members.") 

("Section 4. Special meetings of the Board may be called at any time by the Presi
dent or Vice Pr~sident of the Board.") 

"Section 1. The Board of Managers shall meet as often as necessary to carry out 
its business, but no less than twice during the year. One of those two required 
meetings may or may not precede or follow the annual meetings of the Ri.'lA. 11 

"Section 2. Special meetings of the Board may be called ~t any time by the presi
dent or vice President of the board." 

D D D 
Winners of Religious Public Relations Council "merit awards," presented at RPRC's an
nual convention April 8-10 in Washington, D.C., included JA.i.'IES CASTELLI, the Washington 
~; PAULA HERBUT, Philadelphia, Pa., Bulletin, and DAVID ANDERSON, UPI, Washington, 
D.C. Also cited was Vicki Chandler, religion writer for the Valdosta, Ga., Daily Times. 
'nle winners of merit awards, for journalistic excellence, also were named RP~C fellows. 

RNA associate member JUDITH L. WEIDMAN of Nashville, Tenn., is editor of "Women Minis
ters-- How Women are Redefining Traditional Roles," published recently by Harper & Row 
(SS . 95 paperback). Contributing chapters were ordained women of several denominations. 
Weidman, an ordained minister in the United Methodist Church, is associate general sec
retary of interpretation, Board of Higher Education and Ministry at UMC of fices in 
Nashville. · 

D D 0 
CONVER'S SATURDAY PEORIA. ILL., JOURNAL STAR COLUMN: BACKGROUND ON THE LECTIONARY 

BILL CONVER, religion writer fo.r the Peoria, Ill., Journal Star, wrote "to offer a 
gimmick· r have been using whl.ch might be of some use· to the preparers of Saturday re
ligion pages. 

"For my Saturday column for the Journal Star I have been taking the ·lectionary passages 
for Sunday's church services and expanding or backgrounding them. · For instan~e. it may 
make St. Paul's work more real to people to know that Corinth was a most unlikely 
place for him to take his message, being the swinging, brawling place that it was with 
temples devoted to Artemis or Diana. I get to tell about places and persons mentioned 
in the Bible this way. 

"My most-used sources are Lou Cassels' book "Your Bible" and Father McKenzie's "Dic
tionary of the Bible," along with others. The Saturday column can hardly be called a 
preparation for worship, but it can tell some interesting things for whi~h the minister 
does not have time on Sunday. I must admit that the research is also {9.nd of fun for 
me. My other column is on Monday, mostly with straight area news." 

A copy of one of Conver's columns follo~s (p~ge 8). 
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Jesus. Gives Directions 
In Sermon On Mount . . 

The Gospel passage ror many of tomorrow·~ church services 
is Matthew 5: 17·37. This is still the Sermon <?n The MoUDl and con· 
tains scme of Jesus most undiluted dlrectiOns for the people of . 
God. . . . 

He. is. for instan~. talking about the old law ~ the new, 
and.he makes sure to tell his audience that the Old law IS not to be 
replaced but will be expanded and implemented. . 

Jesus talks about the occasion of sin and here IS ~~re ~·o.u 
find him telling his hearers that if omfs eye can put him m sm s 
way it is "better that he pluck it out." . . 

u one's hand can get fum in trouble with God. "1t IS better 
that he cut it off ... He also has comments on divorce and oalbs. 

It is here that scholars suspect that the or:iginal teX! has been 
tami:iered with. Mallbew's pas.5age about divo~ contams a. loop
hole ror the man about to divorce his wife that lS'not round Ill the 
other Gospels. 

His ~ge has Jesus saying: . 
"Evervone who divorces his wife. e.tcept on the ground of 

unchastity, ·makes her an adulteress; and whoever marries a di-
vorced woman commits adullery." · . 

The itali~ised phrase is t)le loophole and scholars guess it 
was added by a Later copyist or translato~. . . . 
. But the important·conc:Wion to this passage is the one we 

are likely to overlook or misread. Jesus says: . 
"For 1 say to you un1eSS yoar tmdce exceeds that of tbe 

saiJ1es and Ptw:fseeS, you sllalJ not enter tlle kingdom of beav· 
~ . ~ 

· Many times in the New Testament. we come upon ... e 
Scribes and the Pharisees and it is important to know about them 
or we lose lhe nuances in somt of Jesus' remarks. · . 

First or all: The Scribe. · : 
Jn the Egypt and Mesopotamian societies. the S~ was a 

very important fellow. Because he could read and write and per· 
haps do some. arithmetic. he had a tremendous edge o~ a gre~t 
majority of his fellow men and women. The degree of literacy m 
ancient times was certainly minimal. . · . 

The Scribe was indeed important because it was tbrougll him 
. that the advance of civilization and public adminimation. mer· 
cantile and industrial activities and even government bureauc· 
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Jesus Gives Directions 
In Sermon On Mount · 

Continued from.A·3 · 

racy took place. In many instances he had more real skills than 
his~ 

Thus lhe scribes became the possessors and transmitters of 
all the learning of the ancient world. In many cases lhey ad· 
vanced., because or their skills, to positions of political power. The 

. Scribe was a profes.5ional man. an intellectual and in many cases 
.an omcer of great influence. 

. There is nothing to suggest tbal in Jesus' time the Scribes 
were members of any particuiar Jewish sect or party, but it would 
be a good guess to suppose that many of them were Pharisees ad· 
ht!ring to the strict interpretation of the Law. be<:ause for one 
thing, they knew how to make e\·en The Law work to their ad\·an-
1.age. It would not at ail be surprising to find that ~cribes had a 
professional organization of their own. and that their kno\\'ledge 
and skills. were passed on to only a chosen few. 

Suell staadlng. and lnRuence therefore seems to ha\·e made 
Scribes a ralber pompom lot in tbeir vanity and love of the signs 
of resped. It is quite possible tbal tJlese men got by with a mini• 
Dl1llD of staowy rigbteeusness. Jesas told the people tbey must be 
better than the Satbes. 
. Tbe r::iartsee was a member or a party or a .class and in the 
Gospels we find him rather hostjle to Jesus' teachings. They with 

.the scribes were always tryiilg to trap Jesus in a mistake for 
which he could be either persecuted or actually prosecuted. 

Flavius JosephUs. the most quoted hil.1orian or the lilnl!, 
mentioned lhem-as appearing in the reign of. John H~TCanus {I~· 
HM B.C. ), but they were probably in existence in some maMer 
long before · lhaL Josephus says there were 6.000 of them in 
Herod's time. 

Pharisees stood for a strict interpretation of the law. and 
were at the same time realists in the realm of politics. where lhey 
were quite fle.'<ible and able to accommodate themselves to any 
conqueror's demands. Tbey had little sympathy with those who 
wanted to·overtllrow conquering governments like Rome. 

Tbey·were a lay group. not of the prie~1hood and more often. 
· than not were foes of tile Sadducees. · · 

Pharisees believed in the Law as foWid in the five books of 
Moses. but they also put a great deal of weight on Jewish oral 
traditions. 

Jesus probably appeared al! a threat lo both Scribes and 
Pharisees, thus attracting their 
animosity. The ilnplication in 
the Gospels is that many Phari· 
sees were 'likelv to "use" the 
Law for their own ends. mostly 
obeying the letter of the· Law 
rather Utan lhe spirit ofit. 

Surelv: not all Pharisees 
were hypocrites. ho.wever . . Ni
codemus was one as was Ga
maliel and Paul admitted to 
being proud of being a Phari· 
see. 

So there are the types of men 
Jesus stung time and again by 
associating with the poor and 
afflicted and sinners. He ap
peared not to be too careful 
about their '"ritual wal!hings'" 
and their precepts about avoid· 
ing ser.ice on the Sabbath. 
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ERIK W. MODEAN, LILLIAN R. BLOCK DIE;. BOTH LONG-T .. '1E RNA MEMBERS 
o . 

·Erik W. Modean. a founder and life member of the Religion Newswriters Association, died 
at his home in Maywood, N.J .• March 8 of an apparent heart attack. Lillian R. Block of 
Montclair, N.J., editor-in-chief emeritus . of Religious News Service, died March 21 of 
heart failure . Modean was 69; Block, 72. 

I 

~odean for 31 years headed the News Bureau at the Lutheran Council in the U.S.A. and 
its predecessor, the National Lutheran Council. Before that he was Protestant editor 
of Religious News Service in New York City; associate editor of Protestant Voice, a 
now-defunct weekly newspaper published in Fort Wayne, Ind., and manager of the ration
ing board in Manchester, Conn. He began his journalism career in 1928 on the Manches
ter Herald as a feature writer, but spent the decade until he lef.t in 1941 as its 
sports editor. He had retired from the Lutheran Council in October 1976. 

In a Lutheran Council release announcing Modean's death, RNA President BEN KAUFMAl~ 
(Cincinnati Enauirer) called Modean a "friend of all of us" who "held o.ur respec.t when 
he switched to denominational journalism and dignified that calling, too. Being in 
the middle, he grumbled a lot about things he could not tell us and reporters who would 
not recognize this facet of his j,.ntegrity." 

D 
Block joined RNS in 1943, and shortly afteivards became assistant managing editor, ac
cording to an RNS story. She was appointed managing editor and director in 1957 and 
editor-in-chief in 1976, retiring at the end of 1979. Before joining RNS she was · a 
reporter for newspapers 'in New York and New Jersey, a writer for professional journals 
and a professor in the New York Unive'rsity Department of Journalism. 

"~o one did more to advance the profession of religion news reporting," said BILL THOR
KELSON, relig'ion editor at the Minneapolis Star, in the R...~S account. "Religious News 
Service for many years was her whole life and she put everything she had into it." 
CHARLES AUSTIN, a former RNS staff reporter and writer now a religion reporter for the 
New York Times, said, "There was probably not a single person in the whole world of re
ligion who did not know of her and RNS because of her." He praised Block's "passion 
for balance and fairness," and said that although she was not a religious leader, "she 
had great stature in the wot'ld of religion." 

GEORGE DUGAN, retired from the New York Times religion writing post and a former RNS . 
writer, recalled when Block took over RNS after Lou Minsky died. ''Lillian edited copy, 
assigned stories, catalogued and even took to the road· to sell RNS to editors," he said. 
And, Dugan said, she had time for laughter. 

"She brought fun to RNS, 11 Dugan said. "There were some occasions, in the middle of a 
serious news conference, when Lillian would catch the humor of a situation and break 
into peals of laughter--so much that she literally had to wipe away the tears of sheer 
enjoyment. During my years on the Times-," he continued, "Lillian was an ever-present 
help. At any time of day or night, at work or at home, she had the right answer for 
almost every question. And she never failed to give it with a pleasant, little aside." 

Modean is survived by his wife, Marion, and sons Gilbert and Kenneth. Mrs. Modean has 
suggested that any memorial gifts be channeled to the R...~A Supple Fund in Modean's mem
ory. The National Conference of Christians and Jews, the parent organization of Reli
gious News Service, is setting up a Lillian R. Block Memorial Fund "for the benefit of 
the news service to which she dedicated her life." Her survivors include a brother, 
Theodore, with whom she lived in Monclair. 
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NEWS ABOUT RNA MEi.'tBERS AND FRIENDS 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: MICHAEL L. MERCER, The Jackson Sun, Jackson, Tenn.; BETTYE F. 
ANDERSON, The Jackson . Sun, Jackson, Tenn.; KEITH R. ' SKRZYPCZAK, 'The .Tulsa Tribune, 
Tulsa, Okla.: GARY PETERS, Sheboygan Press, Sheboygan, Wis.; ANNETTE DROLET, Clearwater 
Sun, Clearwater, Fla.;JAN TICKNER, Daily Courier, Conroe, Texas, and BETTY PIERCE. El 
Paso Herald-Post, El Paso, Texas. According to membership application forms, Mercer 
spends 25 percent of his time covering religion and Anderson 50 percent of her 'time 
covering religion at The Jackson Sun. Anderson notes, "Paul Jefferson, now with the 
Topeka (Kans.) Caoital~Journal, wa5""an RNA member. I was a member when I was previous
ly on this beat in the 1970s." The religion writing post at the Conroe,' Texas, Daily 
Courier is newly c~eated, Tickner reports, adding that she covers religion full time 
for that 13,300 circulation daily. RNA also has gained a new associate member, wILLIAM 
H. REID of Staunton, Va. He writes that he was "church reporter for the Harrisonburg, 
Va., Daily News-Record from 1947 to 1959 and was an RNA member for part of that time." 
He currently is a reporter, printer and interpretative author, according to his letter
head. Welcome, all~ 

D 0 D 
AWARDS: RICHARD N. OSTLING, religion editor for Time magazine, has won the 1980 Wil
liam E. Lei'dt award for excellence in religious reporting in the secular press. The 
Episcopal Church established the award 13 years· ago· after receiving a bequest honoring 
Leidt, a longtime church communicator. 

Kenneth Woodward of Newsweek magazine was chosen second by the judges and MICHAEL CLARK 
of the Memphis, Tenn., Commercial Appeal and Ann Rodgers of the Concord, N.H., Monitor 
were named runner~-up. Forty-six religion writers, representing papers of all sizes 
throughout the country, entered the 1980 Leidt contest and the judges commented thac 
they were ''favorably impressed with the scope of the content of the entries." 

Of Ostling's work, one judge said, "The story of Pope John Paul II and his triumphant 
return to Poland is a great piece of writing. and captured the emotion and warmth of the 
occasion beautifully. The story on modernizing the case for God is an excellent sum
mary of a continuing philosophical debate. The third story on the art of preaching is 
one which directly confronts an issue that all church-goers talk about at one time or 
another." Ostling will receive a certificate and a $100 check as winner. 

Note was made of Woodward's "outstanding ability to develop detailed information into 
very readable accounts." His "Who Was Jesus?" exploration was called "truly outstand
ing." Clark was cited for a seven-part series on the religious right and Rodgers for 
articles on religious attitudes toward contraception, Marian theology and on the minis
try and death of a Maryknoll nun slain in El Salvador. A judged called her work "the 
kind of religious article that is not often seen in small newspapers." 

D D D 
BOOK, NEWSLETTER: William H. Gentz writes to plug a book and a newsletter which may be 
of interest to RNA members • . The book is "The Religious Writers Marketplace" by Gentz 
and Elaine Wright Colvin, Running Press, 125 S. 22nd St., Philadelphia, PA 19103 
($12.95), listing, among other things, U. S. and Canadian publishers of religious liter
ature. Gentz publishes the Christian Writers' Newsletter, 300 E. 34th St . (9C), New 
York, NY 10016 ($10 a year )° . 

News Letter Editor: · Carol J. Fouke, Lutheran Church in America, Department of News 
and Information, 231 Madi.son Avenue, New York, NY 10016. 
212-481-9666. Deadline for May-June issue: June 8. 
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SOUTHERN BAPTISTS & JEWS 

In Conv~rsation In Tulsa, Oklahoma: 

Wednesday, May 27, 1981 

10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

Trade Win<;ls Inn 
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710 S. COLLEGE • TULSA. OKLAH0¥A 74104 592-2455 

TU LSA JEWISH COMMUNITY. COUNCIL 3314 E. 51st ST:' TULSA. OKLAHOMA. 74135 918 - 749-4427 

SOUTaERN BAPTISTS & JEWS 

In Conversation In Tulsa, Okla~oma: 

Wed~esday, May 27, 1.981 

10:00 A.". to 2:00 P.M. 

Trade Winds Inn 

10:00 A .• M. We lcome - Rev. Ric~ Hagar 

12:00 

12:45 

Tulsa Baptist Association 

Introdqction of Facilitator· - Yolanda Charney 

"The Status of Evangelical
Jewish Relations" 

Discussion 

Lunch 

1:45 "Religious Pluralism: 

Tulsa Jewish Co~unity Council 

- Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee, 
New York 

· Evange lical & Jewish Perspecti ves" 

Discussion 
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Rev. Garnet M. Cole 
Tulsa Baptist Association 
710 South College 
Tulsa, OK 14104 

Dr. Wcrren c. Hultgren 
. First Baptist Church 
403 Sou~h Cincinnati 
Tulsa, OK 74103 

Rev. John Copeland 
Crusaders. Baptist Church 
1401 South 77th West Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Rev. Jimmy Reese 
Gracemont Baptist Church 
3160 South 129 East Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74134 

Rev. Rick Hagar 
Tulsa Baptist Association 
710 South College 
Tulsa, OK 74104 

Rev. Phil Dark 
Trinity Baptist Church 
1703 West 14th 
Tulsa·, OK 74107 

Rev. J. B. Shinn 
Nogal~s Avenue Baptist Church 
102 South Nogales 
Tulsa, OK 74127 

Rev. Mel Wcrtcrs 
Brookside Baptist Church 
3615 South Peoria 
Tul:Sd., OK 74105 

Dr. Robert Bayles 
Ranch Acres Baptist Church 
3143 S. Jamestown 
Tulsa, OK 74135 

Rev. Tom Baddley 
Immanuel B~ptist Church 
1915 East 3rd 
Tul°sa, OK 74104 

Mrs. Ferrel Vestal 
3867 South 82nd East Avenue 
Tulsa, OK 74145 

Rev. ·Fred Williams 
Easton Height"s Baptist Church 
2901 West Easton 
Tulsa, · QK 74127 

Dr. Bruce Anthony 
First Baptist Church 
403 South Cincinnati 
Tulsa, OK 74io4 

Rev. Dale Blackwood 
Valley View Baptist Church 
5204 North Osage Drive 
Tulsa, OK 74126 

Rev . Maurice Smith 
Home Mission Board, SBC 
76i4 Four Winds Drive 
Ft . . Worth , TX 76l33 

Rev. John Lucas 
Sunnylane Baptist Church 
3900 s. Epperly 
Oklahoma City, OK 73115 

Rev. Bob Haskin~ 
Baptist General Convention 

of Oklahoma . 
1141 North Robinson . 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 73103 
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Mrs. Yolanda Charney 
Jewish Community Council 
3314 East 5i'st 
Tulsa, OK 74135 

Rabbi Cha~les Sherman 
Temple Israel 
2004 Ea$t 22nd Place 
Tulsa, 74114 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish C~mrnittee 
165 East 56 
N~w York, NY -10022 

Rabbi David Packman 
Temple ~·n~i Emunah 
4901 N. Penn 
Oklahoma City, OK 73112 

Rabbi Arthur Kahn 
B'Nai Emunah Synagogue 
1719 South Owasso 
Tulsa, OK 74120 

Rabbi David Maharam 
Emanuel Synagogue 
900 NW 47th 
Oklahoma City , OK 73118 

Rabbi Norbert Rosenthal 
Temple Israel 
2004 East 22nd Place 
Tulsa, OK 74114-

Mr. Nathan Loshak 
Jewish -Community Council 
3314 East 5lst 
Tulsa, OK 74135 

.Mr. Ernest Siegel 
Jewish Community Council 
2200 N Classen Blvd #710 
Oklahoma City, OK 73106 

Mrs. Phtllis Fist 
2508 Terwilleger Blvd. 
Tulsa, OK 74114 

Mr. Irvin Frank 
P. 0. Box 1856 
Tulsa, OK 74101 

Dr. E. N. Lubin 
Doctors Building 
21st & South Lewis 
Tulsa , OK 74104 

Mr. Charles Whitebook 
#1700 Fourth ·Nat'l. Bank 

. Bldg • 
Tulsa, Okla. 74119 

Mr, David Bernstein 
1430 South Boulder 
Tulsa, Okla. 74119 

Mr. Howard Raskin 
5726 South Delaware 
Tulsa, Okla • . 74105 
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Mrs. Dorothy G. Barnard 
15975 Quiet Oak Road 
Chester.field . MO . 63017 

Dear Mrs . Barnard: 

June 3. 1981 

Congratulations on your election as Mod~rator of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States . I hope that 
we will have an opportunity to meet and to work together 
on issues of concern to the s·t . Louis community. . 

The American Jewish Committee has long emphasized 
t he importance of interreligious understanding to insure a 
pluralistic society based on democratic principles . Our 
National Interreligious Affairs Director, Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, 
has taken a leading role in ecumenical work and we ·of the 
St . . Louis Chapter of the American Jewish C~mmittee are also 
commited to this cause. 

Locally. we have b~en fortunate to work with 
The Rev . Tabscott of your own Des Peres Pr~sl>yter ian . Cliurclr 
and we look f~rward to o~r continuing r e lationsh ip . 

Again. congratulations and I hope to meet you soon. 

LC:pw 

BC: Rev. Robert Tabscott 
Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum. 
Jona than Levine. 
Harold Applebaum 

enclosure 

Sincerely . 

Lois Gould 
St. Loui s Chap t e r .Prc~ident 

... 
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Area woman wins top 
Presbyterian office 

By ALBERT l. SCHWEITZER 
Globe-Democrat Religion Writer 

Dorothy G. Barnard, a 
Kirkwood woman who has held 
several offices in the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, has 
been elected the denomination 's 
chief presiding officer .. 

"All my life I have been in 
training for this," said Mrs. 

· Barnard, who is an officer of Des 
Peres Presbyterian Church in 
Frontenac. "Everything I learned 
iii the church, working with Bible 

: . inst ruction, the travel I did for the 
, · c hurch , t eac hing and lay 

. . preaching - it au has led to this:'' 
· Mrs. Barnard, wife of Gene R. 

Barnard, president of Barnard 
Shoe Industry Supply Corp., said 
that as moderator of the 900.~ 
member denomination she would 
" work with the differences" in her 
c hurch and build up lay 
participation. 

SHE WAS ELECTED 
moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States, 
frequently referred to as the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, on 
the first ballot Wednesday night 
during the denominati!)n's !21st 
general assembly in Houston. She 
won 205-168 over the Rev. A.A. 
Markley Ill, pastor of First 
Presby t erian Church in 
Fayeueville, N.C. 

Al a no ther Presbyterian 
denominational meeting he!d 
simultaneously in the same city, 
United Presbyterian Church 
delegates elected the Rev. Robert 
M. Davidson, of New York. their 
moderator Wednesday. The United 
Presbyterian Church has 2.4 
million members. 

Mrs. Barnard, a native of St. 
Louis, and her husband were 
founders of the new Des Peres 
Presbyterian Church, 11155 
Clayton Road . The origina l 
congregation was formed in 1834 
but became inactive until the 

Dorothy G. Barnard 
. .. elected moderator 

Barnards revitalized it by holding 
assemblies in t h e ir home 
beginning in 1954. From a group of 
I~, the meetings grew into a self
supporti.ng church three years 
later . 

IN A TELEPHONE interview, 
Mrs. Barnard, 58, said the 
diversity of her denomination's 
membership is an attribute. 

"We have diversity in the 
church with ethnic groups, 
tb'?Ological differene<s, age and 
sex," she said. " We hove to claim 
all our differences - ii makes us a 
stronge r church." 

Mrs. Barnard, a 1946 magna 
cum lauda graduate of Washington 
University with a bachelor's 
degr~ in education and a Phi Beta 
Kappa, said education of the laity 
will be a priority in her one-year 
term. 

"As lay people are educated 
they can say what they believe in a 
clear way and be understood in the 
world we live (in)," she said. 



President 
Earl 0 . Radmacher. M.A .. Th.O. 

Ac:ed~m ic: Vic:e Pr11sid•nt and 
Oeiln o l Filculty 
w. Robert Cook. Th.0 . 

Adm inistrative Vic:e President 
Berrmd E. Perk. O.Ed. 

June 15, 1981 

The· Editor 
The Oregonian 
1320 S. W. Broadway 
Portland, OR 97201 

Dear Sir: 

,, 

With the increase of information now available on the Israeli 
attack on the nuclear facility near Baghdad, Iraq, it seems 
that the eXplanation of Begin is more and more plausible 
that this was an act of supreme self defense. My princ~pal 
concern, however, is not with the rightness or wrongness of 
this action in our perception, so much as it is with an over
riding concern that the enemies of the nation of Israel and . 
the Jewish people worldwide will use this action as a pretext 
further to alienate Israel from the world community. 

As an Evangelical Christian deeply committed to the nation 
Israel and to Jewish people, I wish to remind others ~hat it 
is possible to disagree on a particular action of the state 
of Israel and still be pro-Israel, just as it is possible to 
disagree on an action of our own government and still be 
pro-American. However we . interpret Israel's action ,.. whether 
daring or irresponsible--let us not waver in 6ur basic and 
fundamental commitment · to our strongest ally in the ~ddle 

_ _ E~st . 

,;:_. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ronald B. Allen, Th.D. 
Professor of Old Testament Language 

and Exege.s is 

RBA:rmw 

Western Conserva:ivc Ba;:itis' Seminary , 5511S .E. 1-' a.,..•;horn~ B!vd .. Porticnd. Oreqon 977.15 (503! 233·8561 
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of Hie ldngd~m. ~~was bitterly the~;~ ;rdti;-u:S. does . .:= J!.;cz wr;1 .. :; .:;; · ~ · :· :-·~·· -tt . · ·· -tt -~ -tt . ~ : .brainwashed by their religio" ; 
~and nailed to a cro88. And make arrangements with i&s : . . Don' t .daJ:e · ~ver. send me leade~p_tb,ey refuae to see tl' .•'. 
His followers wete persecuted. fi allies including Israel to share . _ano~er p1ecaof your garbage. the Zioniste are the W Of ~ ·· 

. is too bad ~t the Rev. Fal'!9ll .'. intelligenceioformatio~. . : · •• : . . . ·~ -. P~LEVINE ~nemiesofC~tyanyw~c.·1: 
· cannot see this, for b7 not eeemg We will use the white paper on th ·th. · • . ~ . . . . . •. . N~ Yor~ m the world. . 
.· it he is suppo,.;,. .. Satan•s idea : ·th ADL •- him w . at e mou -~ get guns · : : . . ! • I ha~ known several of ye :·· · i · -·- . · e ""'answer · . e are lawed. · · : ·· · ·. · : "·'. : ·. ·· * · -.. ~ · tr to · le for ears and havo · 
~- -~ ~~.C VANSCHOUWEN . alsode~~~1..~ ho~ up: . . Then ·cam~ Jerry- Falwe~, sq-_ _. . Your_ letter oa- the , "~up" gr~I of coimdence in th<>· 
-::: , . · · .. . ' _ 1 . · un r ._ .. ~ ~ SUuni~l'8 · · ing that our grandmothers amt ·assumes that all ' 'conservatives" · · · 1. 
... . . ·. · · Siam~. ow~ and are enclosmg a contribution ....... - .. u-•1.. _. __ ·..a ~-~: ... ....1- be-·, - read "H -- •ft" th · We~ engaged 1!1 a battle to t 
':-.--:- .• • . • "c.:: .- : ~- . rk. .. .. - . -, ·., eo~llWlers nwuw llUll\;M>U - . , . ~ .:.woi:n ... - as & dea&li with the forces of hell i i, 
\ • · ·_..;,_- -~ <tr . . · .- .:.- ... r · .,~.:~ry~w8o _:~,;..;;•vs- MITH- · ~use they "knew .. all along _bible. Believe mt!• man7 "con-- self ·and m· -...... c1....:.....:--ft dou' ; 

'- - . . . _ ... _ ILL.uu"~" about th "h ·~--" __ _a. .:.:....1.?---''"la b • 'te L- • VD• DnllUll.J.l.D ' ... ID tbe:·1e&ier OD. &be "eoup·~~ . w ... COna.d Maasachaaette . ~ . e ·. 0~.. 1111'&, . 88rntu.a"""" U(D •• qw a RTW even knOw there is a.battle g oin . 
' · ' BOb.Banell~discu~: : · ~- , ·_.-. ~ . ,· .. .· ··: turned.~~b~; t ·' ·' . · ' · ~ articleidn that publicatio~~ ~ 00· . . : • · _ · . :. . . " 

the situation with our chUrch.~ . .. · _-. ti .-.·' .. ic< tr· : .. ~: - .. ~· 0 news . of Donahu.&.:_·mad ~- "'Human ~ents. ~ut . . ·, ·. . ... ._ .1AC~ ~~K ~ 
~- _leaden. Jn _~Y case &hat approach. . 1 can't e1ford ~ '50· and: 1 :~. trying to make Sen. l~ Helms-.. le~ve conservatives alone. . ._ ~- _ . Ba,.s&. LoUls, MissIBe•p}'". 
· · won't work because my clergy- • ., . .. ~· __ ... __.,,, ... m__.._. --.tJl·N.C.} look lik~ a traitor (or. · · -~· . . ROBERTW. BINGHAM · · . · 
· ·, . . · ' . · - · .~ ·. n ... .... ~ ·· .... .,,.....,"V ~. no& taking ai11srael-6rst atWude ~ · ·. : ·. · .. · . · : PiUsburgh."• 1 

. after Wanen Bidiardson took a- · _ . ·. . · . ·. : ·- .-- . - ...._..... 1rtten ... _.11 ar. 
batllinADLbaSeiudpoi&oD &be in u.;-AWACS deal with~-· " . _ -.. -~ . -. ·'.:, .. . :· . . · .__~...,_Wlatlooa..,,_,...• 

· ........ TV 1..- ec1 'pbil Arabia.. · .. t:- hope . . "e .. ·hawm t . r • -*· * ·- · -tr · iaitlfallttoa11t111na.1.eaen....a .. ~uc1 
.... " fl . netwu"' . DeW8 Suuw -·--~ ·~ . . . . . I - ....aL. -Lo1-.1..-.. ..... ....__ Wik !.-.. r»nw. n. ,.-. '. Donahoe ... ....__ --ventiOD of. llinSIUIY - ' . &gree WJWI YOU WU t:UH:aa..- ""°" lt"!>n WI ....,_...... . , c- r 

-1 // mauoids are liberals . . . 
But flOt all libera/J are 

' · • Km """'u ~'T'Y"''' ~ ,..._,.,.....~- ... . 
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N. Y. rabbi defends Israeli raid 
as an act of self-preservation 

By LEWIS H. ARENDS JR. the country's 3 million residents. To allow that threat was 
~'--' a.,ur "intolerable to Jewish consciousness," he said. 

PORTLAND_ A New York rabbi defended the Israeli To a question as to why Israel did not try dipolmatlc . means. he said it had "sent dozens of missions" over the 
a~dt on _the Iraqi nuclear power plant at a Portland au- past two years asking France not to send enriched urani· 
dience ~riday. · . . . wn to Iraq. France went ahead with shipment because it 
~bbi Marc H. Ta~enbaum •.. director o~ lnterrehg1ous was guaranteed an uninte.mipted petroleum supplym in 

alfaus for tbe American Jewish Committee, spoke to return, Tanenbaum said 
about 200 people attend- . • 
ing a hmchecm Qf tbe City · IN POINTING to th.e military precision which limited 
Club of Portland In the loss ot life and made the raid before radioactive material 
8el\Sm Hotel was in place, he joked that the United States "should have 

He said lt was lmpossl· rented an Israeli general for tbe push Into Iran." He said 
ble for Jews. who bad the captives would not have spent 444 days ID Iran~ cha' 
faced extinction with lhe case. 
Nazi Holocaust, to wait The rabbi's main talk dealt with the freedom of the 
while a stated enemy United States and the refugee problem around the world. 
builr a nuclear bomb to be He said only 19 nations still "uphold civil and political 
dropped on Israel human rights. • 

It waa a>rnmoo knowl· "We take for gran1ed this libeny at our peril,'' he said. 
edge. Tanenbawn added. Of Lbe 16 million refugees around tile globe, he said up to 
that Iraqi leaders had three-fourths ol them would be delighted to come to this 
been spreading word in a>untty. "That is what the U.S. means to the world.'' be 
the Arab world lhat dle said. 
"peaceful" plant indud
ed tedlnology to build a 
bomb. The bomb wouJd 
be used to destroy Israel, ILUBI TANENBAUM 

tbe rabbi said the leaders had stres.sed. 
He said such a weapon would destroy about a third of 

- ----* - ,---- -·· ---------

. THE RABBI HAS been consultant 10 the US. govern· 
ment in such diverse areas as youth and the aging. He also 
ha! made four trips to SoutheaSl Asia on behalf of ·the • 
Jnlf'.mational Rescue Commission. · 

(Je told of a 1978 visit 10 a Thailand ca mp that bad been 
a fumer political prison. · · 

"There were !B> people packed in there. There were 
Sll'li 111 cells where six or seven people slept on mats on the 
00tr." 
· 1be only· an or ctecoration be saw lo the camp was a 
cha rcoaJ dra.wing of the Statue of Llbeny on a brick 
wal l. 

"WITH ALL . THE imperfections, this re~ains the 
gre..ttest nation." he said. ~7 

f:.e condemned the "self flagellation, dumping on self" 
which has led to."deep 11,1oral depression" in this country. 
"It (t.be United States) is a bastion, the last best hope of 
den¥x:rac:y and liberty in the world.: · . _ _ • _ _ :._ 

lbe strength of the nation owes much to the ethnic and 
religious plurality, he said . . He told of an incident during 
another trip to Southeast Asia as an example of society 
with oo concepts of human rights. 

. A BOAnOAD OF 250 ethnic Chinese had been U'aveJ.. 
ing for five or .six weeks from Vietnam, he said. When they · 
attempted to land in a Malaysian area that is predomio· 
anlly Muslim, they were attacked by ·villagers shouting 
"infidels. heretics, pig eaters" and their boat shoved 

. back. be said. . 
The boat struck a reef and split open. Tanenbaum and a · 

United Nations official with hiin were able to rescue only 
12 or 15 of the people from drowning. 
• 

0 You have no right in God's name to destroy hwnan life 
because they don't share your. view of truth," Tanenbawn 
sai~ . 

"EVERY LIFE is of infinite preciousn~ ·My convic· 
tion is that we are here as brothers and sisters in God's 
hwnan family. We are here to love and care, to be present 
in Ltie huns and to celebrate the joys." 

Tanenbawrris in Portland for a series of meetings with 
'the Christian and Jewish communities. He will speak at I: 

• -._. r. ··._v t-~;~· · ··· · · ' :.,.wis ;1, (lark Co::ege. 

- - ... _____ _ 
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City c1ub t01ct1srae1i 
A prominent American Jewish lead· 

. ~f· ~~o h~d been har~ssed earlier In t~f. 
. day by swastika:wearing men, Frida)· r 

told the Portland City Club that Israel't 
destruction of an Iraqi· nuclear reac~ 
was a "heroic act" aimed at p~eventing 
a new Holocaust. · 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, national ln
ter-rell glous affair~ dlre~tor of the . 
American Jewish Committee In Wash· 
klgton, D.C., said the Israeli govern· 
ment had "no alternative" after Iraq 
leaders said they Intended to use the 
reactor to make nuclear bombs to de-

87, 
• ire 

stroy Israel and Zionism. 
Before hls City Club address, Tanen· 

baum spoke tQ &bout 80 clergymen at a 
meeting ·sponsored by the Ecumenial 
Ministries of Oregon. The midmorning 
session took place at Westminster Pres· 
byterian Church, 1624 N.E. Hancock St. 

As people began arriving for the 
meeting, four men dressed In paramtli· 
tary clothlng and wearing anti-Semitic 
placards featuring swasllka's and 

· crosses suddenly appeared on the side· 
walk in front of the church. 

Calling themselves 111embers of the 
Christian Socialist White Peoples Llber· 
ation Army, they sang anti-Jewish 
songs and passed out anti·SemlUc leaf· 
lets to those entering the church. 

The Rev. Rodney Page, acUng dlrec· 
tor of the ministries group, said tbe 
hecklers failed to disturb the meeting 
"and were gone when It ended an hour 
and a half later." 
· Nevertheless, he said his organiza· 
tion was "embarrassed" by the Incident 
and said It was typical of tbe type of 
anti-SemlUsm the clergymen had be.en 
opposing in the area In recent months . 

. , was found In the The ministries recently took out a full· 
olman came to the page ad In The Oregonian condemning 
. to check on ber'l\ such actions. Page said the ad might 

called police.- have "brought out these Individuals." 
n'\how long the . In defending Israel's attack on the 

man had been d&d. Investigators 1 Iraq rea.ctor, Tanenbaum pointed out to 
peculated that the woman had put a · the City Club audience that lsra~I went 

pot of water on the stove when lht? "to great lengths to destroy It "before It 
accident occurred. • - became hot." . . : 

...... _it- . ... . 
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raid a 'heroic act' 

RABBI MARC TANENBAUM 

Had Jarael waited untJI the reactor 
was completed this summer, "he said, 
tbe bombing might have spread nuclear 
radiation lh~ughout Che Middle East. 

i 

T)le rabbi, who is scheduled to de· 
liver the baccalaureate address Sunday 
at Lewis and Clark College commence· 
ment exercises, emphasized that Israel 
desperately tried to dissuade France 
from providing Iraq with enric~ed ura· 
nlum for the reactor. , 

But, In what he referred to as an "oil -
blackmail" gesture, Iraq promised to 
send oil to France for an Indefinite peri· 
od and received the uranium In return, 
Tanenbaum said. 

In response to a question 11bout the 
raid's Implications for the future, Ta· 
nenbaum sa.id he did not beJleve the 
Israeli attack would set any new prece· 
dents ••because there were very distinc· 
live reasons behind the act." 

Observing that Jews have· learo.ed 
"to believe our enemies," lhe rabbi said 
Iraq made no secret. of Its lnteotlons 
about the reactor. He added ttiat Israel 
'can no longer afford any "Illusions or 
fantasies" about its A~ab neighbors. 

c..> 
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RICHAlfD PARADISE TO: Jewish Federation &.JCRC 
MINISTRIES 

ANTIPAS PROJEC1 
EVANGELIZATION 
HOME BIBLE STUD 
CHRIS TIAN·JEWISI 

CENTRAL 

~~~g;;~~;5:1r (NOTE: Arlene Pearl (Israel Affairs) & 
STEVESHEARER Steve Fishbein (JCRC Chairman) must RELATIONS 

MISSIONS 
LITERATURE/MED/, DANNYWEBSTER be aware of our· response - keep in 

BRENT HARRIS h 
JONATHONPRINCE touch with Sita or Doug S earer in 

souTH · Sacramento - 443 -7077 (Business)) ASSOCIATED WITH 
SADDLEBACK'FAM 

FELLOWSHiP·. '.:. · MAX fiAPOPORT :. " ..... - .. . . ' . 
DE · r·uRz ·..i:· :;,;.: • ·' • .: .. • NNY. AK ' · · ·. _ . ., . . · •· , · · 

NORTHWEST . ·:.~ _,_,·-i •. •,J' . '· ' ; .. RUSSIAN RIVER>~~ ~ 
CHRIST/AN 'CE~l 

(';().t:;PF.L MINl.r;TRIE. DOUG KFllF.GFFI . • '· • .. -~~::t~->~~h:~ ... :f.\,. :~:t'~' OF: EVANGELICALS . Is RAEL ' & AWACS ·:· . _H 
fl/\Vf SMIT/ I INC. - - . 

NOHTHEAST 
SAL BENOIT Evangelical Christians (whether within 
JOl-fNFUGATE Protestant, Catholic, or Orthodox branches 

SOS MINISTRIES 
"THE GENERATION' 

MIDWEST/ROCKY MOUNTAINS of Christendom) have increasingly shown interest in the 
JOHN LEONARD • 
MICK1Eau1cE . American political arena. A Very recent Gallop poll indi 
RICK RODRIGUEZ · cated that nearly 54% of al 1 Americans profess having a 

s~~;::j~jucK spiritual encounter with Jesus Christ and are born-again, 
souTHCENTRAL Bible-believing Christians - many. of whom "wi.tness" to 

TERRIE RISENHOOVER thei_r faith. Their involvement in the past . P~esidential 
s~~~~~~5fz election was overrated and understated; however, to say-· 

that the "Evangelical Right" or the generic term "Moral 
Majority11 has not and will not continue to be a potent 
forc·e in American politics is ludicrous (Contributions to 
Jerry Falwe~l's Moral Majority have doubled on a per-mont' 
basis since the November '80 election·.) . · 

\ 

· , Evangelicals in the main remain s6cially conservati¥ 
The great ''moral issues~ confronting ou~ nation (e.g., 
abortion, ERA, prayer in the scho~~s, gay righ~s. pornogr. 
etc.) will find most eyangelicals taking "conservative" -
po.s.~~J?ns ~~ v~~-T~~·l.ly al~ ~~~-:se ~ssu_~~,~. · i:·~~·: ._ .. ;. . .·. :: . 

• -· ·- ·- 4 - · - · ··-- _..... - - .. - · - · --- - -

Evangelicals, in keeping with t heir biblical theolog~ 
and their conservative stance .regarding Israel's security 
have an amazing degree of compatibility with the, for the 
most part, liberal American Jewi~h connnunity. Both ar~ 
united around the "survival issues." Both seek after a 
just and lasting peace accord in the Middle East· ~or all 
peoples repr esented. When "push comes to shove" it may b1 
these. critical survival issues whi·ch throw both evangelic< 
and Jew together. To separate the American Jewish communj 
from Israel 1 s heal·thy existence is absurd - both are if\trj 
sically bound ·±n mutual support. As lsrael declared ~eruf 
lem its capitol, the Arab world r~acted by threaten~ng 

/ HABAKKUK 3:77·18 .. . t 
Although the fig tree shall not blossom. neither shall fruit be in the vines; thoi.igh the labour of · 
the olive shall fail and the fields shall yield il_o meat; though the flock shall be cut off from the 
fold and there shall be no herd in the stalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the (?od of 
my salvation. · · · 

--..,..------------~----1-;; 
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to terminate diplomatic relations with any nation that quartered 
its embassy in Jerusalem - the very real threat of a cut-off of 
oil supplies was implied. Evangelicals in September of 1980. 
established "The International Christian Embassy" in Jerusalem 
in response to this isolation from the world community. Nearly 
1,000 Christians from 22 nations as well as Israeli religious leaders 

. and government officials participated in opening ceremonies. A. 
staff of 12 members will, accordin~ to John Ruwlings (Canadian 
filmmaker who resides in Israel) "be ,.ambassadors for Israel and 
for the principles · ~f God that Israel represents .... We want 
to remind Chris.tians to pray · for the peace of Jerusalem. 11 

. . ... . . . 

. \· .. .c::··;:~:·;y~:;s~y .;s~R~ic~l .a:11.4 · .~~~al m~~<-18:~-~ . p~~pel, .large :~~gme~ts ·of . America~ .. ·: .. .'· . . 
· evangel'lcals -.. : t:C>~i~side'..\ ·With:1·; the :: ·~erican 'Jewish :·community " in " uncom- : f~~~i.~~ ... 

promising support ... for a secure '·Israel. We make strange bedfellows - · ·~~,. 
indeed! Nevertheless, both, perhaps from differing points of view, 
have a stake in Israel's healthy survival. Incidentally, the gulf 
separating evangelicals and Jews in America is being bridged by 
leaders (both lay and clergy) of both communities. Christianitt 
Ttf~Y and the American Jewish Committee in January 1980 at Deer i .eld, 

nois co-sponsored the 2d national gathering of evangelicals 
and Jews which was a smashing success . It may be that evangelicals 
and Jews are far more compatible, tli'ough major differences ·exist.s, 
than heretofore realized by both sides . 

The evangelical, as expressed recently by Dr. Joe Aldrich, 
President of Multnomah School of the Bible (Portland, Oregon), is 

·· adamant regarding Jews in general: "God Himself said of the Jews, 
'I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you.'" 
Aldrich in condemning a local neo-Nazi organization continued by 
saying, "We would be among those who bless. We would stand among 
those who affirm God's eternal love for those whom He ch_o_se and 
honored above all peoples and nations· of the earth: Jews. If . 
lines are to be drawn, let them be drawn arouncf both Christian and 
Jew--not between. That's what God's love does, and God's love is what 

· Christianity is ali ~bou~ .. ·~~ · . ·. . . . . ... . .. . . . · . . · ·. · .. 
-- · • ••·- • .... • - • - _ ..,.._ ..,, -- •.- • - • o-r - · - - - -· - -- • • 

Evangelical Charismatics gathered in Jerusalem from around the 
world in November of 1980 and declared: we· must stand up and be 
counted if we love Israel - it will cost us something; but we're 
way behind in our debts to Israel. We need to align ourselves with 
them (Women's Agl'ow Jan. '81). Kenneth Ka.ntzer, editor of Christianit:t 
Tdday (April 24, 1981) declared: We evangelicals need to make our 
1 entification with 'Jews so plain that--let .us repeat--when anyone' . 
attacks Jews as Jews, or displays any form of anti-Semitism, he · mu~t 
know that he is als9 ·attacking ~vangelicals and violating their basic 
convictions. And he will then need to do battle against both Jews 
and evangelicals. . 

This decided stand against anti-Semitism and uncompromising• 
pro-Israeli position is rooted ·in evangelical theology . - theology 
which evolved in the early 1800~s and which has not changed si~ce 
that time. In keeping. with· this position, we, as evangelicals, would· 
address· the pending sale of AWACS and other sophisticated "offensive" 

,{ .. . . 
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hardware to the Saudis. 

The proposed sale of this military hardware, originally 
orchestrated by the Carter administration with alleged support 
by the._ Is~aeli government, does not take into cons~deration the 
precise reaction by the Israeli government, nor does it take into 
account the reaction of American Jews and many other concerne4 
groups within the American society. 

Events in Iran should have taught us the danger of putting 
sensitive weaponry into the hands of unstable, undemocratic regimes 
threatened with -internal strife. In 1979 the seizure qf the Gra~4t: 

.. - . . ,.Mosque it). Mecca . showed tha~ .Saudi Arabia wa~ not · the ~sland of '. ·. · 
. ,._' st.~P.f,~ity it .~PP~a,;ed . ~<? b~:.::; (. ,,; saudi citizen~(appea~ t~ p~ ~up-·:::~,:;:;;~.~~:.~~

portive ·of their: government ·: - ·· but a radical ··change in leadership·.\·::\::,. 
cannot be ruled out. F-lSs and AWACS can provide little help 
in confronting internal subversives; in fact, the acc~mulation 
of prize weaponry may en~ourage overthroYT! , .. - _. 

In addition to this obvious instability we would point out · 
other impediments to such a proposed sale of weaponry: 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Does adding to an already burgeoning military expen4itu~e 
(Saudis spend nearly 21 billion annually in weaponry) • 
guarantee that its increasing availability will not. be used 
by a country which has only recently declared a · "jihad" 
(holy war) against Israel? The Saudis have participated 
in three wars against Israel - with men and weapons. 
Does support in terms of ·offensive weaponry to a nation that 
qQtively_. backs the PLO and its terrorists activities sound . -·-I 
like a healthy investment? 1 

To say that the Saudis by thus being armed would be a credible 
deterrent to Soviet adventuris~ in the Middle East (Gulf Area) 
is patently absurd - a bear would demoli,,sh a mbuse! Only the 
US could effectively counter Soviet asperations - especially, . 
if an invasion were· attempted. Existing AWACS on assignment 
in the immediate Persian Gulf fro~ the US .now -~u~c~i,__on as~. __:_.. 
eariy warning against Soviet asperations. Defense of the 
P~rsian Gulf region i~ best left to .the US and European allies. 
What are our American objectives in this region? The Saudis · 
have rejected the US concept of a •:strategic consensus" 
against the Soviet Union. Saudis categorically refuse to con
sider granting US facilities in their country - thus, do their 
aims coincide with ours? or do such differences amount to 
appeasement of the Saudis? . . 
The obvious economic considerations surround the sale of the 
AWACS to the· Saudis is the assumption that i.t would guarantee 
moderation in oil prices and continue to as~ure oil supplies · 
to the West; however, the record is overtly clear1

: The 
Saudis determine oil price and production policies as it} 
benefits their own economic interests - they, now in conpert 
with OPEC, are pressing.:for a policy which would keep driving 
the price of oil up. By maintaining high levels of production, 
the Saudis have managed to keep the pressure on fellow OPEC · 

TA\! [V/\NGELICAL MJNISTRIES • PO.BOX 281 • ELVERTA, CA 95626 • (1) (916) 991-0136 
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members as well as to make money - not to do the US a favor. 
The US has had enough humiliation at the hands of Middle 
Eastern antagonists who through terror and economic blackmail 
have little respect for the US and her allies - one of 
whom is decidedly Israel. Does the US have to "prove" 
anything to the Saudis? If the Saudis insist that the 
sale of these AWACS is a test of our friendship, do we need 
such friendship as this? If President Reagan is faithful 
to his pledge to back friendly nations whose policies are 
clearly in our interests - then now is the time for him to 
erase one of Jimmy Carter's errors and develop a foreign 
policy in the Middle East that is realistic an~ not subject 
to political expediency. Perhaps President Reagan's foreig~ 
policy advisors should consider supporting historically 
fri~ndly Middle Eastern governments whose policies respect 
US interests and reward them for their consistent support 
by selling the AWACS to them - they might start by considering 
Israel, since they ·normally arethe ·ones in need of early 
warning devices. 

TAV EVANGELICAL MINISTRIES -

Doug Krieger/NW Rep 
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''Applying rhe Word ro rhe World" SALTSHAKERS, INC 

.. 

P. 0. OOX 30114 
PO!lTLAND, OREGON 97230 

Doug Krieger 
Tav Evangelical Ministries 
41,56 Wildwood Drive 
North Bend, OR 97459 

Dear Douga, 

. ! . 
I 

June 15, 1981 i 

,. 

It was good to see you last week. I enjoyed meeting Doug Shearer 
and F.d McAteer. I am hoping to keep in touch with both of them. 

- . ~ -

I talked with Ron Sunseri earlier today. He has some legitimate concerns. 
Some of the reservations he expressed are based on theological 
differences. He had the feeling that rieither Rabbi Tanenbaum nor 
Ecumenical Ministries were f'ra.nk about their purposes. Ron concedes 
the right of the State of Israel to exist, but does not appear to 
give this any p!lrticular· · · theological importance. He rejected 
Rabbi Tanenba.um's effort to bridge Christia.n-Jewi~h differences by 
reference to the Abrahamic Covenant. I am hoping tha.t I can have 
more discussions with him, These theological differences need to be 
explored openly if there is to be meaningful cooperation a.mong 
ehristians. I can only approach these differences as an untutored 
layman. My upbrinii.ng has been very "ecumenical." 

Doug Shearer and I also discussed the conversation you rad with Ron 
concerning conspiracies. I ha.ve much more familiarity with this ~ubject. 
A Communist colleague at one of the colleges where I tea.chi: got me 
interested .in the subject four years ago when she introduced me to 
literature about the "Trilateral Commission." Since that time I have 
collected a. large amount of literature-right-wing, left-wing, and 
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.--. - . -· -- El.i~!.e:.~!:.~1:-he-Q_~-on _i!~ ~ubject. It . ~s !\ll t.~~nng,, 8:lld f~~.,,.-·~·-~ 
reason potentially deadly. Believe me, the virulent ~ti-Semitism . 
characteristic of· some of the literature is not representative of the 
whole. Oftentimes grou:ps that we would pigeonhole toge~her have widely . 
divergent, sometimes diametrically opposed~ views about the same 
events. The Illuminati which you mentioned were a.n apparently short-lived 
Masonic sect of the late 1700s in Bavaria. Yet you may find references . · 
them in John Birch Society literature (which I find f'ree of anti-Semitism), · 
in cultic literature (such as books by Robert Anton Wilson of the 
Institute of Exo-Psychology, an LSD cult), and numerous, apparently 
unrelated, publications. I have no desire to baptize any of t~ 
literature• But in faimess ·to Ron .. and· to Norman Dodd, who was the 
chief investigator on the Reece Co~ttee to Investigate Tax-Exempt 
Organizations in the early 19.50s, I must say that the standard histories 
have been suspiciously silent about the 'evidence that some tax-exempts 
and professional associations have been .U.Sed for liberal, reformist 
political purposes, and that these programs have been further abetted by 
the federal government through grant programs. The pedigree of liberal 
reformers. is of less concern to me. · 

i ... 

·r .. · ·- ~"- O~\lv<-1,0!\ .. ;...~_.,-"" :._v, .. ·,. t"()'·.-.vr. to'.or"• l .... ,, .. "f.J'. \ , ·; • ."'C 1.· /,.,. •. , •:, '·11: • .. : 'I · • • ' ·· ""' ... • ·1 ~ .. ;: " • '"""· : . • ... • , ... . "'" #· ·. • •· 1 • . .-, ·-·· · "-··· ~, • •• · • ,. •• -.:1• ....... .. . ........ , 
~ · · ' " ) " "',o)tit '•).t' o' • ·• ' ', • ..... • , • I , • 1 ,: • ' • •, •I, •, • • • • . ;.., .V. ·, ~ • 

-··-



Having said all of this, I must nevertheless admit that many perplexities 
remain unresolved in my mind and that I am not sym:pa.thetic to the Birchist 
view that a monolithic consp~racy of financiers and social reformers is 
responsible for everything from sex education to land-use planning and 
rising medical costs. I will only admit that I have acquired a lot of 
fascinating, documented literature that makes "JBranoia"--so called--
seem well within the range of rational explanations of the state of our 
polity. As a Christian, however, I have confidence in the outcome--whatever 
the truth about princiialities and powers. I suspect that Christians 
are susceptible to a variety of interpretations about prophecy1 some 
emphasize its working-out in natural catastrophes, others in utopian 
one-world political designs, still others in the growth of occult 
activity. Ea.ch view is subject to its own pitfalls. · But, there they are •••• 

I didn't mean to be so long-winded. I am committed to promoting Christian 
political dialogue. The more f··e~plere- .,..1rhe :· Christian tradition.7. ;.-. .i. :--~~o.~·• ... 
the more I realize that the differences are important and must be aired 
in public in order to find common ground. I believe the Christian 
community must set its ow agenda. Rabbi Tanenba.UD was right about this1 
we have the intellectua!'""resources ·to a.nswer our detractors from the 
liberal community. It is time that we refuse to be consigned to the 
fringes of American culture and set aside our intellectual inferiority · ~ 
complex. Evangelicals have been parochial, it is true, but we have been mostly 
unwilling to assume leadership in t~e moral vacuum iert by dying liberalism 
and take our rightful place as GOd' s heirs. If we spent as much energy 
on ta.king dominion as we do on reassuring everyone of our benevolent · 
intentions, we might be well on the way to fulfilling the Great 
Commission. If Christ is returning soon, we have our work cut out for us 
in the meantime. Ultimately it is our E'.ctions that will tell. Our 
ttteories, our interpretations of the end times, are important-but they are 
misplaced if they stir us only to utopian social .reformism, liberati~n 
ethics, lifeboat pragmatics, or t1eket~counter eschatology. 

I called the Haimowitzes in Denver this weekend. The church that had the 
Israel. Indei:emence Day celebration is ~ith Bibie Chapel, 6?10 Ward 
Roa.d, Arvada, C0 80004. The JBStor i s Robert Hooley, JOJ-424-2121. I 
hope all this information is timely and useful to you. I'm looking forward 
to getting together ~gain soon. 

··-- ·-.. ·-··--- - ·--·-. 
In Christ, 

' . 

Steven A. Samson 
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.... ., ·GutDE:LINES FOR JEWISH-OiRISTIAN DI.ALOGUE 

Adopted by the Consultation ·on the Church and .the Jewish 
People of the sub-unit on Dialogue with People of Living 
Eaiths and Ideologies, World Council of Churches, on 26th 
June, 1981, at London Colney, England 

PREFACE 

1.1 "One of the fun.ctions of dialogue is to allow participants ·to describe 
and witness to their faith in their own terms . This is of pri:ary . 
importance since self-serving descriptions ot other peoples' faith· are . 
one of the roots of prejudice, stereotyping, and ccndescensi~n. Listen
ing carefully to the neighbours' self-understanding enables Christians 
better to obey the commandment not to bear false witness against their 
neighbours, whether those neighbours be of long established religious, 
cultural or ideological .traditions or members of new religious groups. 
It should be recognized by partners in dialogue that any religion or 
ideology claiming universality, apart f,rom having an understanding of 
itself, will also have its OWn interpretations of other religions and 
ideologies as part of it.s own se~f-underatanding. Dialogue gives an 
opportunity for a mutual questioning of the understanding partners have 

·about themselves and others. It is out of a reciprocal willingness to 
listen and learn that significant dialogue grows." 

(WCC Guidelines on Dialogue, II!.4) 

l.2 In giving such guidelines the World Council of Churches speaks ptimarily 
for and to its member churches as it def.ines the need for and gift~ to 
be received by dialogue·. People of other faiths may choose to detioe 
their u~erstanding of dialogue, and their expectations as to how dialogue 
with Chris.tians may affect their own traditions and attitudes and ·may lead 
to a better understanding of Christianity. 

1.3 In Jewish-Christian dialogue it is of special importance to allow for a 
certain asymmetry between these two communities of faith. For example, 
an understanding of Judaism in New Testament times becomes an integral 
and indispensable . part of any Christian theology. For Jews, a "theological· 
understanding of Christianity is of a less than ·essential or integral sig
nificance, although neither community of faith has developed without aware
ness of the other. 

1.4 The relations between Jews and Christians have unique characteristics 
because of the ways in which Christianity historically emerged out of 
Judaism. Christian understanding~. of that procees constitute a necessary 
part of the dialogue and give urgency to the enterprise. ·As Christianity 
came to define its own identity over against Judaism, the Chur~h developed 
its own understandings, definitions· and terms for what it had inherited 
from Jewish tradi-tions, and for what it read in the Scriptures common· to 
Jews and Christians. In the process of defining its own °identity the Churc· 
defined Judaism, and assigned to the Jews definite roles in its under
standing of God's acts of salvation. it should not be surprising that 
Jews resent those Christian th~ologies in which they as a people are 
assigned to play a negative role. History has demonstrated over and again 

:bow short the step is trom such patterns of thought in Christianity to over 
acts of condescension, persecutions and worse. 
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1. 5 Bible-reading and worshipping Christians often believe that they "know 

Judaism" since they have the Old Testament, the records of Jesus' 
debates with Jewish teachers and the early Christian reflections on the 
Judaism of their times. Furthermore, no other religious tradition has 
been as thoroughly "defined" by prea~ers and teachers in the Church 
as has Judaism. This attitude is often enforced by lack of knowledge 
about the history of Jewish life and thought through the 1,900 years 
since the parting of the ways of Judaism and Christianity. 

1.6 For these reasons there is special urgeucy for Christians to listen, 
through study and dialogue, to ways in which Jews understand tQeir 
history and their traditions, their faith and their obedience "in their 
own term·s". Furthermore, a mutual listening to how each is perceived by 
the other may be .a step toward overcoming fears and correcting misunder
standings that have thrived on isolation. · 

1.7 Both Judaism and Christianity comprise a wide spectrum of opinions, 
opt~ons, theologies, and styles of life and service. Since generali
~ations often produce stereotyping, Jewish-~hristian dialogue becomes 
the more significant by aiming at as full as possible a representation· 
of views within the two communities of faith~ 

2. TOWARD A CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING OF JUDAISM 

2.1 Thrnugh dialogue with Jews, ~~ny Christians have come to appreciate the 
richness and vitality of Jewish faith and life in the covenant and have 

·been enriched in their own understanding of God and the divine will for 
all creatures. 

2.2 

2.3 

In dialogue with Jews, .Christians have learned that the actual history 
of Jewish faith and experience does not match the images of Judaism that 
have dominated a long history of Christian teaching and writing, images 
that have been spread by Western culture and literature into other parts 

· of the world. · 

In the understanding of many Chtistians, Judaism as a living tradition 
came to an ~nd with the coming of Christ and with the destruction of the 
second temple of Jerusalem; the Church replaced the Jews &s God's people, 
and the Judaism that survived is a fossilized religion of legalism. 

In this view the covenant ·of God with the people of Israel was only a 
preparation for the comin3 of Christ, after which it was abrogated. 
Judaism of the first centuries before and after the birth of Jesus was 
therefore called "Late Judaism". The Pharisees were conside~ed to repre-· 
sentthe acme of legalism, Jews and Jewish groups were portrayed as nega
tive models, and the truth and beauty of Christianity were thought to be 
enhanced by setting up Judaif.m as false and ugly. 

Through a renewed study of Judaism and in dialogue with Jews, Christians 
become aware that Judaism ir. the time of Christ was in an early stage of 
its long life. Under the leadership of. the Pharisees the Jewish people 
began a spiritual revival of remarkable power, which gave them the vita
lity capable of surviving the catastrophe of the loss of the temple • . It gav~ 
birth to Rabbinic Judaism ~ilich produced the· Mishnah and Talmud and built · 
the structures for a strong and creative life through the centuries. 
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2.4 Jesus was born a Jew, born into this Jewish tradition. In this setting 
he was nurtured by the Hebrew Scriptures, which he accepted as authori
tative and to which he gave a new interpretation in his life and teaching. 
In this context Jesus announced that the Kingdom of God was at hand, and 
in his resurrection his followers found the confirmation of his being 
both Lord and Messiah. 

Christians should remember that some of the controversies reported in 
the New Testament between Jesus and the "scribes and Pharisees" find 1 

parallels within Pharisaism itself and its heir, Rabbinic Judaism. These 
controversies took place in a Jewish context, but when the words of Jesus 
came to be used by Christians who did not identify with the Jewish people · 
as Jesus did, such sayings often became weapons in anti-Jewish polemics 
arid thereby their original intention was tragically distorted. An internal 
Christian debate is now taking place on the question of how to understand 
passages in the New Testament that seem to contain anti-Jewish references •. 

2.5 Judaism, with its rich history of spiritual life, produced the Talmud as 
the normative guide for Jewish life in thankful res1:onse to the grace of • 
God ' .s cove:nant with . the people of Israel. over the · centuries important 
commentaries, profound philosophical worku and poetry of spiritual depth 
have l:een added. For Jews the Talmud is as central and aut_horitative as 
the New Testament is for Christians. Judaism, like Christianity, is mere 
than the religion of the Scriptures of Israel. What Christians call the 
Old Testament has received in the Talmud and later writings interpretations 
which for Jewish tradition share in the authority of Moses • 

. 2.6 Christians as well as Jews look to the Hebr~w Bible as the story recording 
Israel's sacred memory o_f God's election and covenant with this people. 
F-or Jews, it is their: own story in historical. c·ont"inuity with the present. 
Christians, mostly of gentile background since early in the life of the 
Church, believe th~mselves to be h~irs by grace of this same story. The 
unique relationship between the two ~ommunities, both worshipping the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, is a given historical fact, but how it is to 
be understood theologically is a matter of internal dialogue among Christ
ians, which takes c:n increased seriousness as a result of dialogue with 
Jews. 

2.7 Both commonalities and differences between the two faiths need to be 
~xamined carefully. In finding in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
1'estaments the sole and ultimate authority sufficient for salvation, the 
Christian Church shares Israel's faith in the One God, whom it knows in 
the Spirit as the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ . For Christians, 
Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of the Father, through whom millions 
have come to share in the love of, and to adore, the Goa who first made 
covenant with the people of Israel. "Knowing the .One God in Jesus Christ 
through the Spirit, therefore, Christians worship that God with a trini
tarian confession of the incarnate presence, liturgical language foreign 
to Jewish worship. 
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Christians and Jews both believe that G9d has created ~ and women 
as the· crown of creation and has called them to be holy and to exer
cise stewardship over the creation in accountability to God. Jews 
and Christians are taught by their Scriptures to know themselves 
responsible to their neighbours, especially to those who are weak, 
peer and oppressed. In various and distinct ways they look for the 
day in which God will redeem the creaticn. In dialogue with Jews 
many Christians come to a more profound appreciation of the Exodus 
hope of liberation, and pray and .work for the coming of righteousness 
and peace on earth. 

2.8 As more and more Christianu of different traditions enter into dialogue 
with Jews in local, national end international situations, they will 
come to express ·their growing understanding of Judaism in other langu
~ge , style and ways than has been done in these guidelines. Such 
understandings are to be shared among tle churches for the enrichment 
of all . 

3. AUTHENTIC CHRISTIAN WI~SS 

3.1 Christians are called to witness to their faith in word and deed. The 
Church has a mission an~ it cannot be otherwise. 

.. ·-

3.2 Christians have often cistorted their witness by coercive pro~elytism -
conscious and unconscious, overt and subtle. Referring to proselytism 
between Christian churches, the Joint Working Group of the Roman Catholic 
Church and the World Council of Churches stated: "Proselytism embraces. 
whatever viol.ates the right of t~e human person, Christian or non-~hriati~u 
to be free .from external coercion in religious matters." (Ecumenical · 
Review, 1/1971, p.11) 

3.3 Such rejection of proselytism, and such advocacy of respect for the 
integrity and the identity of all persons and all communities of faith 
are urgent in relation to Jews, especially those ~ho live as minorities 
among Christians. Steps toward assuring non-coercive practices are of 
highest importance. In dialogue ways should be found for the excha~ge 
of concerns, perceptions and safeguard$ in these matt~rs. 

·1,3,4. While Christians agree that there can be no place for coercion of any kind 
they do disagree - on the basis of their understandings of the Scriptures 
as to wha~ constitutes authentic forms of mission. 

There is a wide spectrum, from those who see the very presence of the Chur• 
in the world as the witness called for, .. to those who see mission as the 
explicit and organized proclamation of the gospel to all who have not 
accepted _Jesus as their Saviour. · · 
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There is further disagreement where Jews are concerned. There are 
Christians who view a mission to the Jews as having a very special 
salvific significance, and those who believe the conversion Qf the 
Jews to be the eschatologic~l event ttat will climax the history of 
the world• There are those who would place no special emphasis on a 
mission to the Jews, but would include them in the one mission to all 
who have not accepted Christ as their Saviour. There are those who 
believe that a mission to the Jews is not part of an .authentic Christian 
witness, since the Jewish people finds its fulfilment in faithfulness 
to God's covenant of old. 

Dialogue can rightly be described as a u:utual witness, but only when 
the intention is to hear the others in order better to understand their 
faith, hopes, insights and concerns; and to giv~ to the best of one's 
ability, one's own understanding of one's own faith. The spirit of 
dialogue is to be fully present to one another in full openness and 
human vulnerability. 

3.5 In dialogue with Jews it should be remembered. that~ according to rabiinic 
law, Jews who confess Jesus as .the ~essiah are considered apostate Jews. ~ 
But for many Christians of Jewish origin, their identification wit~ the 
Jewish people is a deep spiritual 'eality to which they seek to give 
expression in various ways, some by observing parts of Jewish tradition 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 ·t .. .. 

in worship and life style, many by a special commitment to the well-being 
of the Jewish people and the State of Israel. 

Among Christians of Jewish origin there is the same wide spectrum of 
attitudes toward mission as among other Christians, and the same guide
lines for dialogue and against coercion apply. 

ANTISEMITISM - A CONTINUING CONCERN IN nm JEWISH-CHRISTIAN DIALOGUE 

Christians cannot enter into dialogue with .Jews without the awarene&s of 
antisemitism and its long persistent history, especially in countries 
where Jews constitute a minority among Christians. The World. Council 
of Churches Assembly at its first meeting in Amsterdam 1948 condemned 
antise~itism: "We call upon the churches we represent to denounce anti
semitism, no matter what its origin, as absolutely irreconcilable with 
t _he profession and practice of the Christian · faith. Antisemitism is sin 
again~t God and man." This appeal ·has been reiterated many . ~imes. 

Christians must face honestly the tragic history of antisemitism, which 
includes the Crusades, the Inquisition, pogroms and the Holocaust. It is 
only by facing this history that Christians can understand the deep-rooted 
suspicion that many Jews even today have of Christians and Christianity. 
Christians are called upon .to fight antisemitism with all the resources 
at their disposal, the more so since there are disturbing signs of new and 
increased .antisemitism in many parts of the world. · Those who live 
in parts of the world where there is a record of antisemitic acts are 
duty bound to unmask for all Christians the ever-present danger they have 
come to recognize in anti-Judaism and andse.mitism. 
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4 .3 One Christian response to the Holocau·st must be a resolve that it will 
never happen again. Teachings of contempt for Jews and Judaism in 
certain Christian traditions were a spawning ground for the evil of the 
Nazi Holocaust. 'Ole Church must learn so to preach and teach the Gospel 
as to make sure that it cannot be used against the Jewish people. 'Ole 
Christian churches must be in the forefront of any efforts to prevent 
conditions which might lead to further persecution and another slaughter 
of the Jewish people. 

4.4. Discrimination against and persecution of the Jewish people have deep
rooted socio-economic and political aspects. Religious differences are 
magnified to justify racial hatred in support of vested interests. Similar 
phenomena are evident in many inter-racial conflicts. Christians shpuld 
opp9se all such religious prejudices, whereby people are made scapegoats 
for the failures and problems of societies and political regimes o 

4.5 Christians in parts of the world with little or no Jewish presence do not 
wish to be conditioned by the experience and shortcoming of those who 
brought the Gospel to them; rather, they explore in their own ways the 
significance of Christian-Jewish relations from the earliest times to 
the present, for their life and witness. 

5. THE LAND 

5.1 'Ole words from the World Council of Churches' Guidelines on Dialogue that 
one of the functions of dialogue i's to allow par·ti~ipants to describe and 
witness to their faith "in their own terms" are of particular significance 
for the understandi~g of the indissoluble bond between the Land of Israel 
and the Jewish people. This bond has, after many centuries of dispersion, 
found expression in the State of Israel. The need for the Sta.te of Israel 
to exist in security and peace is fundamental to Jewish consciousnes~ and 
therefore · is of paramount· importance in any dialogue with Jews. 

5.2 When Christians enter into dialogue with Jews they also recognize the need 
,of Palestinians for self-determination and expression of their national 
identity. It is important to hear Palestinians - Christian and Muslim -
'express their special bonds with the Land "in their own terms". ·There 
must be a place in God's plan for all to live in security and peace • 

'5 .3 'nle Land is holy for the three monotheistic religions - yet under~ 
stood in different ways. They have all maintained a presence in the Land 
from their beginnings. 

For Muslims the Land has special significance and, with its .holy places, · · 
has been an integral part of the Muslim world, symbolic of God·'s universal 
promises to all the children cf Abraham. 

Ft•r countless . Christians the Land has special significance~ .. It is the Land 
of the Bible. It was in this Land that the Lord Jesus Christ was born, 
worked and taught, suffered, died and was raised from the dead. 
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But for Jews the relation to the land is of an essential riature. It is 
the Land of, the Fathers· and. the Land of promise. .. 

5.4 M~ny ·Christians ~ind it di~ficult to gta~p this essential nature of .the 
Jewish attachment to the Land. They. find it "particularistic", . contrasting 
it with the "universalistic" thrust ot the Ch1·istian message. Such a ·view . 
does justice neither to the .particular nor to the universal elements .in 
Jewish, no less than in Christian ·understandings of the Land. Christians 
~re '..therefore called .·to exaidne their theology and the history of their 
own faith on this point in any dialogue with Jews concerning the meaning 
.of the Land. · 

5.5 Dif~erent understandings among Christians of. the distinctions between 
faith and ·nationality, church and state, religion and politics, .often 
h~n4er a genuine understanding of the significance of the Land for Jews, . 
both in Israel and the diaspora. They also hinder an understanding of 
the significa~ce of the Land ~or Palestinia~ Christians and Muslims. 

506 These attachments to the Land only emphasize · the need for sustained 
dialogue with Jews.. In such dialogue, conSideration should be given 
to finding ways to promote mutual respec·t and reconciliation among · 
Jews, Christians and Muslims in the ·M~ddle East and elsewhere as a 
contribution to the common· welfare of all m~mbers of God's · huma~ family. 



Tl:lE RELATIO!~ .OF TIIE C!lF.ISTIALJ-~~St~ D~~o~uEit' DIALOGUE 

WITH PEOPLE OF. OTHER FAITHS' 

L Christian-Jewish dialgoue is basically part of and si.mile.r to dialogue between 
persons . of various faiths . All such dialogue represents an attempt to build bridges 
of understanding and stimulate communication for the sake of the healing and whole
ness of the human community . It carries particular importance for the fragmented 
society of today . It seeks to correct stereotypesp explore differences and commona
lities and open means of witness, understanding and cooperation between persons of 
different religious faiths. 

.:. 

2. Within the whole range of interreligious dialogue, however , we recognize that 
Christia-Jewish encounter must hold a special place. For Christians speak to Jews 
as a people who 11were made God's sons; theirs is the splendour of the divine presence 11 

theirs the covenants, the. Law1> the temple worship and the promises" (Rom 9:4) 

Hence in .our Christtan-Jewish dialogue we discover comoon ground. Our dialogue is 
not only about breaking stereotypes and the making of bridges of understanding within 
our common. hllt!lanity. It also leads us to n!?w understandl.nes of our faith 11 for the 
Church needs Jewish insight and tradition; its complementary exposition of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, its interpretation of Jesus; its wrestlings with the meaning of God and 
life since Auschwitz. By constant dialogue with the Jewish people the Church renews 
and ~urifies its self-understanding. 

3. Our dialogue with Jews draws upori a common monotheism, Hebrew Scriptures and 
heritage in Abrah~. These same features may also foster dialogue with Muslims. 
Thus our dialogue with Jews may pave the way for better Christian-Muslim under
standing, and lead eventually to creative trialogue of these three monotheistic faiths 
with roots in Abraham. 

4. As Christians now seek to develop dialogical relations with peple of living 
faiths eae other than Jews and Muslims, their dialogue with the Jewish people can 
help them never to forget that Christianity. has its roots in the faith of Israelg and 
that the message of the 01~~ Testament is an integral part of God's revelation . God 
is the God of history, who covenanted with his IJeople and chose to reveal himself 
in a man who lived in a special_ time, in a special country, and as a meDtber of a 
special people. When and where we meet the work of God's Spirit in the civilisations 
and religions of the world it is ·the Spirit of this God, the God of Abraham11 Isaac 
and Jacob,Mthe God and Father of Jesus. It is this Gotl .wh~~h~ not left himself 
without witness" (Acts 14 :17) among all nations and whom pe~ple everywhere seek 
"in the hope that they might feel after him and find him" (Acts 17 : 27)·. Because of t his 
Christians expect to discover and learn new -insights regarding this God in. their 
meeting with persons· of other faiths. 

5. Bec~us~ Jews , Christians, 1-!uslims, Buddhists, Hindus and others are increasingly 
drawn together in scientific, technological , business and academic enterprises 11 it 
is urgent that· they meet to explore tog~ther how the different religious faiths contrihui·.
contribute to our common human endeavour. Therefoee it is an important responsibility 
of Christians to encourage multilateral dialogue. 

As we seek to develop better ways and meal)s for fruitful ~ialogue with the Jewish peopl~, 
' emphasizing the col!llllOn origins and roots Christianity has with Judaismp we do not 
overlook nor· neglect the need for dialogue· with peopl~ of other living faiths. 

However, all of this h.as to be seen as an integral part of the efforts to strengthen 
dialogues between all peoples of the various living faiths, as the ONE HU}.IAUITY 
UNDER GOD. 
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REPORT FilOM 'i:i'E ASf.E:1BI.'Y C\,l'iFIT'fEE 

... 

~· ·.: . 

A. Theme 

l. The CC.JP str2s·sea» the .=if:.nortanc:e rd diebgue with ·J.?·.-1s (ancl :vith people of ·· 
other faiths) for &ny ~e!"icun s·tudy .. o.f the Assembly ther·ie ef ("Je·sus Christ· ;.. ·the 
Life of_ -the Worl<l11

). ·:, H~· ~re e::;p:?cL'llly couccr:-.ed thet interfaith. groups ·of 
Jews arid Christia~s pertic:.pat:? ir.· .tr.:! · pic>:.:l~d E:tt~dy ~ and pc.rticularly itr ·:the. 
Bible study rlated to the t~CR! . · 

2.The CCJP e;icotirac.e·s · .~c~~er churche·:: ·of the· HCC to invclve Jews . ifr their prepa..; .. ,., · 
ratory Bihle. ·.t: tu.die·~. · ~l:: .:lsi:- cmcou.:age memb:ar churc!-.ei;, inch:di'ng their foe-al·< · · · 
congregai::i.cr.s, and other er-prc?riate org:.mha~ic~.s (~.g. interfaith councils) · .... . , .. , .. 
to orgnnize i~1te"rfaith · co:;s11ltati.ons c1. t!·.~ the:nc ;md on the biblical images 
related to it. 'The ~onsul tc.~ic-:i n:.-~ being plt!tl!led by tha .:".rn~ldshain Academy 
for No•!el'l?r 1931 i~ c:::-. ~4:3~ple of :n:ch a i::eeting. :. . _ .... . ' · ' · ~ ''· " 

3. 'Lha· CC.J:: encoar.n3r.::::; the ~.we .-to publish reections to and ·ccitl':t·:ents on 
preparato;...y· Bi~!e. W'.)rk r~d..:ited · to .. the f.sse~bly theoe r '.!ceive·1 frc•i. · tiie~er 
church2::; c.Iii~. c t:i';e r gr-c:19:; ~:fr.clu~i;.i·g bteda5.th rencti~;:,s)-. cnd tc· l!!c.!<e ·this 
publicat5:c:r Wi~cly :i"v~il~blr. for· further. study in ordcr:.t(\ p.:ofit :.f::etr. theo 
in the f ifial p=ep~rat~cn. · · 

l; • v!e era:; :?tt~::;.tfo:1 t o the qt•estio:i found OU p.:ige 12 Of th:? p.nlr.f.hlf?t 

! ·:: 

':Ass,t!'.bi.y A~CE:?r;~,lini' - "Haw do .... -e affir~ the ur.iqu".? and universal offer .. of 
life iu Christ w!.~c~ \.<~ are com;nitted to r. didogu~ with p~op:e c>f oth~r living 
faiths .:m<l ideclogies·za - · ~Z..d we !'!tront;~.y" Gttgga:~t t~1~::: thit: is·s•1e t:it?st· b"~ 
incorporated ~*to · 3U-/ t~l.·.:ou.~ "M.3cus~ion of · th~'ler!·:cuver the!i!:i. JewiS~· coiillJiu- ., 
nitieG have saffe::.cd ten.:i.bly :.n t;he past c:.!3 ·.! · re:sult of micunC.e:-ctandings 
and distortfor.;:; by m<::ny Clr:1.iitia;:;s cf t~~ u:1iv·~r!"::.~l clai r.is ?f ttP. Goepel. 
We therefore ~~;:"c!:rCi thd. pr.::ti'c~\1.cr i.mp.;,1:tar.ce of ·;:·ewis~-Ci1ristian dialoeue 
for t.:J.y :diGcussi.oZl ·oi 11 .J~:..~~ · Ch;.·ic!: ~ t:!1c Life of. the Horld" ~ :: .. .. 

" .. • ·· '!' 

·; t . . 

1. In lir.a ,.,:..th th~ y:-:£·~1ica~ ··..::..ccuaeic::l w~ rcc~mr.~~nr:t t!lat the stafa<f .concern :· 
"Life in Christ c~-::l t:;v~: life ::,f the \-.·;1oi.2 htZ..?,:1 f;.'lnii.:~n ":>e givea toer ious 
con8:icfei"ati~n by the \~\:C' E'::: a i:I'1'£},.r cc;,c.e·.:-•-;.'1 .:l;: the Vacc?u'7er As.sembly • : 
This. ~o'nce:tn !:ou..-:"..ler. C'i.1 ii :i•:·r.': ·"?·:.-. ··o·r h:.L'orta:i.t €B~·ilasc::: ~;ft~:i-in the WCC, · :i:ncluding· :·:·" 
Dl?I 'e ·ccncerr. for di~lcgu~ uith peoples of o~h~r · fait~1s· c::nc· ·ideologies .and· . ., ·· 
Faith and O::c<-"r 'fl cc·::-.:ern £:->~ 11'l.'i: ~ ::-~:-.~•;.al r.· ~ ~:.·:-:~~ ccr:t'!': .. mity". · : 

2. W~ el=c :::-e::::::rn~•·1:l thac: at".:~nti~:i i>e p.:id at Vanc~r.!ve:: to "Bibl5.cal 
teaching en lifo11 and ~~p~c:. .::.lly to !:~:c sigr,ificsnce of the Oltl Te5tc,m~mt for 
churcn life r.-.uc: c~ucAtic-•1. '.i:his ;::iight be fomula!:c..! as a Gpr.~~ai separate "major 
ccncern" c-r: take~ i!lto accoi.:nt in th.:? di3~-:.l~:;icn o:: ottc;: pr~po;;ed "concerns". 

3. A i1U~'.>er c-f "issucs11 to te ,r~sente~ and di.cc'..!.SS(>:d a!: Vnnc~u~2r Clre 
currently u:-.\!~r ccnJid~:~et:.c:i by t:hvse ~1Ct; coL:I!!i.tt.:2c rc::ponsible fer Ascernbly 
preparatio:ia . v~ unr! ~z-J. inc ~he impc;.·t.flnc.~ c::: "~i;dogu~ a:::! H::.tncs:;:r (an :!. '.!.'.l'Je 
sugg..:ste·! by !:·::'! fo :: d~sc•.ts:.:.on in Var:.c c.·~..rer). Tnis f .::;r.cnleU'.')n ~·1ould encourage 
discuss~.o:i c:t Vc.r..couver on th~ "Guid~lines for Di.clo31:e" ;_:.:<~ ~a! the c ::mtributions 
to thoce 0..:.i~~Enes rr;ade by CCJ:\? . In t~1e light cf ti1~ tc-.n-:L:~: :::.t:.~ p.:>lariz.:ition 
caused by this sub jf?ct at the t!2~.ro~i. Asscu.b~.~, 9 ~ ~-.2 co:~~ :'.. tlc~:.r~g the fact that 
much oora tb.in:dne he.a i:.•::en devoted to this hsue sin~<? t:nen by tae wee (e.g. at 

l~s ·~ Chieng h.:ii) 9 ue ~-::;!'.'e n:'.~: .u::-2~/c.v;:n~elica:!.s wiE be include~ in discussions on . 
thif: isSl.!~. G?·rSP o ·'= -t~·;ta;;aeatE+--~~e f".t JJe~Cfim;~.--{·1977) :a:id··P7tteJ (19801• 
thei::e-<!l>!)ea:z.~c .. C . .J;X~ ~p~!l.J..::133 ~; a::·.ictHi+ tt'.:'I !e~~t~~ ori..--th:LS r ;;h3eet • 

~ ;...~ 'If- LA t,,.,. ~ ~J;;. . 
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· II JEWISH · PARTICIPATOl~ AT VAlleOUVER ·.'· 

A. Official .participation 

1. . The CC.JP recommends that one plenary session (or part of a plenary 
session) at Vancouver be given to the .. guests representing other faiths for 
a presenta~ion of .their . reactions to ·the deliberations of the Assembly. The 
theme "Jesus Christ - the life of the world" would seem to demand substantive 
reacti~n . from those outside "the Christian cOlJll!lUnity . 

2. · We also recotmI1end that different cOtm:littees or working groups meet 
· periodi~ally in speci al sessions, with the guests of other faiths , in order 
to h~ar thej:r . . t:eacti~ns t o the·. proceedings and to receive their input on 
certain i~sues . 

B. Unofficial activities 

. . : 

... 

We recommend that arrangements. be made for inform? ·: , unofficial activities 
that would take place aloneside the official programme. Such activities might · 
include workshops and visits to communities of other . faiths. We therefore . ·' 

urge the wee to ask the interfai~ council in Vancouver to provide contacts 
with communities of other faiths, including the Jewish community. 

C. InvitatiOns 

1. We urge .the wee to issue invitations for guests frOI!l other faiths as 
·early as : po.ssil:?le so that tqese guests will be able . t .o take part in the process 
. 'of preparat~on_ . 

2. · We note· that · it would be most useful for the work of the Asse.mbly to have ... 
representatives of various Jewish groups - includingSepbardic and Orthodox Jews -
represented in Vancouver. We aleo note the importance of heving women repre
sentatives at Vancouver. 

III .:PREPAfV.TORY PROGRA,Mt1E OF. COUSULTATIO!'S AlID VISITS 

We not~ with appreciatio~· the policy, adopted by the Assembly Preparatory . .,. 
Commi.~.tee_ , . to' include .visits to communities of other faiths as part of the prepa- : 
ratory p; ogramme. In areas whe~e · they exiat, interfaith councils might .organize · 
local visits . 




