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The Hon. Halm Herzog 
Preslden1 of the State of Israel 

June 4, 1990 

We are Amerfcan Jews wtth different backgrounds, holding. wide /lUlge of political views, 

reflecting a broad spectrum of religious practice, and with varying degr ... of involvement In the 

organized Jewish community. We heveln common • COflC8rT1 for the Mure well-beIng of the State 

i:J Israel'; and we believe that the entire JewIsh people have a substantial stake in that future. 

We are untted In our support for the elect""" reform movement In Israel. We consider 

electoral reform 10 be, on Ihe one hand, long overdue, and, on the other hand, particularly needed 

at this time. It has become obvious that ':"0 government of IsraeJ can today be formed, under the 

current system. except through embarrassing trade-offs. 

Unfortunately, a pa~iament, efected by proportional representation through a party 11$1 

$I"tem, whh onIV • one percenl threshold for party participation, wfll necessarily be fractionalized. 

Rec8nt exparlance has demonstrated thaI the major parties In such a system, wilen attempting to 

form a govemment, become hostage to the demands 0/ smaller, narrow Issue parties; and W the 

major parties Join together in a government of -national unit(, that government is paralyzed on 

serious maners as to which they differ. The inaction with regard io election reform is· especially 

dl$lurb!ng, because Its nBC8SSity was recognized and endorsed by both major partie. In Ihe 

coeIttlon agreement that led 10 the most rsoonl natiooal unttv. govemmont; and because all polls 

sha.y that the Israefi ~es:torate overwheirTungty support& reform. 

AIry dell'1O(OratJc government has lhe r85pOl1SibIIily to rttSPOnd positiv8ly to such iI dtlilriy 

expressed need. For Israel, h Is essential, so that the extraordinaly problems k faces can be 

proper1y met. The continuing conflict With the Arab WOtid. the differences with the United ·States 

over settlementS and the peace pr0ce65, the task of absorbing .hundreds of thousands oJ Soviet 

immigrants - these problems and many more require cohesive and decisive government. 

Accordingly, out of our deep concam for and attachmen1 to, the Slala of Inol, we call 

upon Is political leaders, of all parties, to establish promptly, a oow electoral system, consistent 

with democratic values. that WUI provkfe for effectt.le gcMW i II h6nt 

Kenneth Blalkin 

Seymour Reich 

Howard Squadron 

The Intrlators 

Arthur Uman 
Henry Rosovsi<y 
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THE ISRAEl·tlIASPORA INSTITUTE 

Mr. Marc H. Tanenbaum, 
FlOC (212)876'8351 

Dear Mr. lanenbaum. 

111' )'1),) jUJ11':1 jl:J)')i1 

111 Yl~11 m "X1V' 'ilrl~.3 

JuneS. 1990 

For lhose Involved SO intenselY In 1he campaign 10 achieVe oIoc1Ora1 reform for lhe Slate Of 
10 .. 011 wood like to extend my sincere gra_ lor adding YOOl slgnature to 1he slatameot 
presented to 1he preside" of 1he Slate oIlsraei and published In two local _po ... 

Anached I send for your information a copy of the letter and the list of signatories, as they 
were presented 10 the prOSId9nt. I also am attaching a reduoGd siZe copy of the ad as It appeared 
yesterday In Hagnrtz and..Mudl' daRies. 

Your signature meant a great deal to President Herzog. as he mentioned to me when I 
pr ..... ed the statement to him. and to all my friend. and ooIIeegues who are Involved in lhe 
prOC1lOS. In my conversation with him. altar having handed him your statement. the president 
.hared with me his deep arodety about current developments. In 1hese days. In which 1 ..... 1·. 
isolation Is Increasing. lhe challenges engendered t1i 1he huge Influx of Soviet Jewish Immigration 
and renewed tlveats Irom 1he Arab waId. a stalemated government Is clearly a disaster lor 1he 
lutur. of our sodety. We bel_lhat oIectoraI reform 10 1he kay to remedy lhe current syslem's 
Uls. bc1h In terms 01 accourrlabilty and govemabi ity. 

Once again. I would like to lhank you vOry much for appending your slgnature. 

Slnc.roly. 

~~ 
Or. Arya Carmon, 
President. 

(03) 427 8S9 :'bi'!!I (03) 4 17lZ4, 4Z7981 :l,)!l'tl 61192 ,x,~, , :l'lX ,n ,3Q131 " .n 
P.O. Bo. 39331. Tel A>iv. 1" .. 1 61392 Tel: (03) 427981, 417324 fa," (03) 427859 

-- - - ----- --------- - - -- - --- ---- -- - -- - - - -- - - -+ +- - - - ----- - -- - - --- - -- - ---------- - - - -- - ---- -- . -_. 



P. FRED'K OBRECHT & SON 
Since 1865 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
45 E. 89th street 
New York, NY 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

June 5, 1990 

By the end .of June, the 175 or so participants in our Maryland 
Interfaith Project will have completed a two-year curriculum 
designed by 'our Director to provide, what "has been for most, a 
new understanding -of the theological relationship between 
Christianity and Judaism. This fall, together, we will begin the 
process of trying to leverage what each of these groups has 
learned into the practical life of the denominations which they 
represent through their liturgy, educational programs, and on
going clergy training. 

Taylor Branch, the Pulitzer Prize winning author who is a member 
of our Board, has agreed to help me put together some ne~ 
descriptive material on this project so that our work can be more 
fully understood by a larger and less theologically sophisticated 
audience. He suggested that I might contact some of the well
known scholars who have, at some point, participated in our 
program, to ask if they might be willing to help. 

My specific request, if you feel comfortable doing so, would be 
to ask that you provide a short, one or two paragraph statement 
regarding your impression of the effort we have underway, which I 
believe is a unique one. 

I have enclosed a statement, "Why the Work of the ICJS is 
Necessary", which not only attempts to answer that question from 
our perspective, but also descr~bes briefly what we have 
attempted to do, both within the christian and Jewish community. 

While the Marylanq Interfaith Project has had a local focus, the 
presence here in Baltimore of Rabbi Joel Zaiman, President of the 
Synagogue Council of America, and Archbishop William Keeler, the 
next President of the united states Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, would seem to insure wider exposure if the program meets 
our expectations. 

9475 DEERECO ROAD TIMONIUM, MARYLAND 21093 TELEPHONE: 301-561-5858 FAX: 301-561-8033 



Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
June 5, l.990 
Page TWo 

If you are too busy or in any way feel uncomfortable meeting this 
request, I surely understand, and I thank you again for what you 
have already contributed to our work. 

with kindest regards. 

very truly yours, 

Cl~ 
charles F. Obrecht 

CFO/cfh 

Enclosures 

9475 DEERECO ROAD TIMONIUM, MARYLAND 21093 TELEPHONE: 301-561-5858 FAX; 301-561-8033 
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MARYlAND ·INTERFAITH PROJECT 
(Summary Report of First Two Years of Operation) 

participating Denominations 

Disciples of Christ : 
Eastern Orthodox Church 
Episcopal Church 
Jewish Study Group 
lutheran Church 
Coppin State Study Group 

Oblectives 

Presbyterian Church 
Roman Catholic Church 
Southern Baptist Convention 
United Church of Christ 
United Methodist Church 

• To examine the moments of crisis in the history of Jewish-Christian relations. 

• To develop theological foundations that enable us to affirm the ·other.H 

• To translate the emerging' scholarship in the field of Christian-Jewish relations int~ the life 
and practice of the community. 

Process 

.Study Groups appointed within each denomination have met monthly for the last two years 
to work on curriculum designed by the ICJS director. 

year One (1966-1969) 

_How did Jesus fit within lirst century Palestinian Judaism? 

_What was distinctive about the teachings 01 Jesus? 

• Who killed Jesus and why? 

_What was the significance of the Resurrection? 

_What did "Messiah" mean to Chrisiians and Jews? 

Year Two (1989-1990) 

.In what ways did Paul break with the rabbinic tradition? 

.Was Paul the falher of Christian anti-Judaism? 

• How did the Church Fathers portray J~daism and the Jewish People? 

.How did relations between Jews and Christians evolve in the Medieval Era, the 
Reformation, and the Enlightenment? 

• What were the churches' responses to Nazism and the Final Solution? 

.How has the Shoah influenced Jewish thought? ... Christian thought? 

.How are Jews and Christians to understand their mission in the world today?: . 

. . J , 
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publiC Events 

.Jewlsh-Christian Relations: What Is at Stake? 

Rabbi Irving Greenberg, National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership 
Dr. Walter Harrelson, Vanderbift University 

• The Gospel of John:. Coming to Terms with Anti-Judaic Polemics. 

PerformancE! by Paul Alexander, British actor 
Commentary by Dr. Daniel Harrington, Wesfon School of Theology 

.Jewish Perspectives on Jesus' Trial and Execution 

Rabbi Michael Cook, Hebrew Union College 

.Paul, Jewish Apostle to the Gentiles 

Dr. John Gager, Princeton University 

• The Imperative for ReUglous Understanding 

ENe Wiesel, Boston University 

• The Possibilities and limits of Dialogue with Christians 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, American Jewish Commiffee 

• The Challenge of New Testament Scholarship: Neutralizing the Polemics 

Dr. Norman Beck, Texas Lutheran College 

• The Claims of Christianity and JUdaism in a World of Many Religions 

Rabbi David Hartman, Shalom Hartman Institute, Jerusalem 
Dr. Waller Harrelson, Vanderbilt UniverSity 
Dr. Eugene Fisher, Secretariat for Cafholic-Jewish Relations 

SpeCial prolects 

.Study trip to Israel for denominational group leaders. 

.Four-part workshop on Jewish and Christian understandings of conversion, led by 
Noam Zion, Shalom Hartman 'Institute, Jerusalem. 

.Sponsorship of the Christian Study Group on Judaism and the Jewish People, 

• Participation in the Eleventh National Workshop on Christian-Jewish Relations, 
Charleston, South Carolina . 

• Informal presentations by Drs. Paul van Buren, Clark Williamson, John Pawlikowski, 
Franklin littell, Alice Eckhardt, Franklin Sherman, Norm Beck, Deborah lipstadt. 

• Four session workshop for religion teachers in Independent Schools.· 

• Television programming: "Front Page" - Ron Shapiro with Elie Wiesel. 
Commentary by Chris leighton . 

year Three: prolectlon 

.Study Groups will design programs to initiate local denominations into the challenge of 
Jewish·Christian studies. Each group will implement projects which explore the role of liturgy 
and education ' in Jewish-Christian relations. . 

.Study groups, Public Events, and the Christian Study Group will continue. 
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Institute for Christian-Jewish Studies 
Maryland Interfaith project Syllabus 

, 
First Year 

' , ' ( 
. ,- - .. ,: .... 

Background: 
Heschel, Abraham Joshua. The Sabbath. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 
1951 , ;: 
Reischner, Eva. Heschel's Significance for Jewish-Christian Relations. Quarterlv 
ReView, Vol. 4, NO. 4, Winter, 1984. . 

Session 1 (By Denomination) 
. Culbertson, Philip. Teaching the Gospel 01 the Incarnate Pharisee. Religious 

Education, Vol. 79, No.2, Spring, 1984. 
Harrelson, Walter. Christian Misreadings of Basic Themes in the Hebrew Scriptures. 

Quarterly Reyjew, Summer, 1982. 
Littell, Franklin, H. The Christian Meaning 01 the International Conference, 1988. 
Pawlikowski, Fr. John T., OSM. Christ jn the Light 01 the Jewish-Christian Dia[ogue. 

. Cent~r for Jewish-Christian Learning, 1987 Lecture Series. Vol. 2, Spring 1987. 
PawlikowskI, Fr. John T., OSM. Jews and Christians: The Contemporary Dialogue. 

Quarterlv Reyiew, Winter, 1984. 
Williamson, Clark M. Disciples Baptismal Theology. Mid-weam, XXV, 2, 19B6. 

Session 2: Anti-Judaic Polemics in the NT? 
Beck, Norman. Mature Christianity, Introduction and Chapter 1. 

Cranbury: Associated University Presses, 1985. 
Flusser, David. "These~ on the Emergence of Christianity from Judaism.- Face to 

fiOlI. Fall. 1183: 

Session 3 - 5 
Hilton, Michae[ and Fr. Gordian Marshall. The Gospels and Rabbinic JudaIsm. 

London: SCM Press Ltd., 1988. 

Session 5 
Townsend, John T. "The Gospel of John and the Jews: The Story of a Religious 

Divorce: [n Alan T. Davies, ed. i j and the FOundations of 
Christianity. New York: Paulist 

Session 6 
Sanders, E.P. ~Jesus and the Temple.- [n Jesus and Judaism. 

Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985. 

Session 7 
Wilson, ~.R. The Jews, the Romans and the Gospel Records. In The Execution of 
~. New York: Scribner's, 1970 . 
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Sessioo 8 
Van Buren, Paul. "Christ Risen: Easter." In A Jlleology of the Jewish-Christian 

Reality, Part 3, Christ In Context San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1987. 

Session 9 
Klausner, Joseph. "The Jewish and the Christian Messiah.~ [n F.E. Ta[mage, ed. 

. ': . .. 

Disputation and pialoaye. New York: Ktav, 1975. 
Green, William S. uMessiah in Judaism: Rethinking the Question" [n J. Neusner, W. S. 

Green, & E. Frerichs, eds. Judajsms and Their Messiahs. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1987. 

Tucker, Gordon. ·Contemporary Jewish Thought on the Mesianic Era" In Face 10 
~, Vol. XIV, Spring 1988. . 

Second Year 

Session 1: Swidler, Leonard. yeshua: A Model for Moderns. Kansas City, MO: 
Sheed & Ward, 1988. 

Session 2: Paul, the Jews and Election. Cunningham, Philip A. ~ APqstle 10 the 
Gentiles. Mystic, CT: Twenty,Third Publications, 1986 . 

Session 3: Images of the Jews in the Early and Medieval Church. 
Saperstein, Marc. Moments of Crisis in Jewish-Christian Relations. PhUadephia, 
PA: Trinity Press, 1989. 

Williamson, Clark M. "The 'Adversus Judaeos' Tradition in Christian Theology.~ 
Encounter 39 (1978), pp.273-296. 

Session 4: Views of the Jews in the Reformation (Saperstein) 
Sale Baron, ~Ghetto and Emancipation: The Menorah Joyrnal, June 1928. 
Paula Hyman, "Emancipation, - in Contemporary Jewish ReligiOuS Thought. 
Edited by Arthur Cohen and Paul Mendes-Rohr. New York: Scribners, 1987. 

Session 5: From the Enlightenment to the Holocaust (Saperstein) 
Rubenstein and Roth, Approaches to Auschwitz, chap. 7 (Atlanta: John Knox 
Press, 1987) . 

,Session 6: "Jewish Faith After the Holocaust: Four Approaches." Post-Holocaust 
Dialogues, Steven Katz. 

Sessjon 7: Christian Theology After Auschwitz. Paaul Van Buren, ''The Crucified O'ne,
Van Buren, Paul M. A Theology of !he Jewjsh-Chrjs!ian Reality, part 11\ Christ In 
Conlext. San Francisco: Harper & Row, 1988 . 

Session 6: Israel and the Church: Conlinuity and Discontinuity. "The Novelty of Jesus 
Christ ." Paul Van Buren. 

Session 9: Israel and the Church: Overlapping goals? -All in All; Paul Van Buren. 

Summer Reading: lochhead, David. The pialqgical lmperatiye. Orbls, 1988. 



Why the Work of the ICJS Is Necessary? 

IntroductIon 
•• 

An emergIng quest. During the last three years, a procession of internationally 
renowned scholars has come to Baltimore to probe the deepest layers of our tradi tions 
and to trace the course of Jewish·Christian relations. Invariably these individuals have 
noted that, something precious and rare has been initiated in this place. An unusual 
coalition of laity and clergy, men and women, whites and blacks, Jews and Christians 

. has given shape to a movement and called it the Institute for Christian·Jewish Studies. 
At the heart 01 this organization lies an urgent question, a question out of which our 

. organizational quest emerges. Can we build the foundations in our community which 
will enable us to affirm our religious and ethnic diversity? 

The Question 01 Relevance. There are those who maintain that our religious 
institutions have become marginal, that an era of toleration has broken ancient 
patterns of prejudice, and that time and energy are best expended on practical, nitty
gritty issues of survival. Why devote ourselves to a disruptive past When we face so 
many pressing concerns in the prasant? Why dig up our sacred rools when the 
ground most Americans occupy is secular? 

'The relevance, indeed the centrality of the Institute for Christian-Jewish Studies comes 
into focus when we consider the particular context out of which our work grows, the 
scope of the current enterprise, and the skills and sensitivities developed through its 
educational programs. 

The Context 

Battle Fatigue. Time and again we are reminded that we live in a world imperiled by 
economic and political injustice, a world threatened by nuclear and environmental 
d isaster, a world ruptured by ethnic and religious antagonism. Confronted by 
challenges which confound with their complexity and overwhelrT! with their magnitude, 
our schools and colleges, churches and synagogues work overtime to convince each 
of us that we can make a diHerence. l est we become psychically numb and socially 
disengaged, our religious and academic institutions frequently try to enliven our ethical 
and religious commitments by promoting a diverse assortment of social Justice issues. 
We hold fast to the conviction that were we able to unite our energies, we could 
transform the world. 
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Over the years we have witnessed a variety of programs intended to redresS 
homelessness, teenage pregnancy, a failing educational system, the escalation of 
crime, the proliferation of drugs, and an ever-expanding list of endangered species. 
The success of almost any project hangs by the thread of shared interest. Without 
broad-based alliances, our most noble causes evaporate in the public mind. When 
coalitions collapse, the usual suspecls are rounded up, Failure is then traced to 
political ineptitude, bureaucratic mismanagement, intranSigent factionalism, 
technological ignorance, or sheer stupidity, 

The Collapse o. Social Action, Though these shortcomings may account for the 
deterioration of many social programs, the inability to forge enduring and resilient 
communal commitments may have de.eper roots than we have acknowledged in the 
past. Unless our just causes are harnessed to enduring traditions, particular needs 
and prejudices will corrode those projects Intended to transform the social order. If we 
ate to heal the world's wounds, we need to penetrate the suriace of the body poli tic 
and explore the ideological and theological nervous system. As tong as we ignore the 
spiritual and religious impulses which shape our passions, we will treat symptoms, not 
onty ignoring those underlying imbalances that generate communal paralysis, but also 
overlooking resources vilal for our restoration. 

The Reclamation of Religious language. Those who seek to mend the world 
cannot avoid the theological challenge before us. During the past two decades, we 
have seen the language 01 religion eclipsed by political polemic. Our identities have 
been increasingly determined by political aHachments which overshadow religious 
affiliations. Conservative Roman Catholics are apt to discover that they have more in 
common with a conservative Mormon than the liberal siHing in the pew behind them. 
Wrth the demise of a distinctive religious rhetoric, the linguistic landscape is flaHened, 
making the ethical atmosphere thinner, The ecology 01 morallile is upset. As Robert 
Wulhnow demonstrates in The Restructuring of American Religjon, the politicalization 
of religious discourse drains the country 01 a valuable resource. Without a well· 
stocked theological vocabulary, we cannot articulate and give critical depth to our 

moral vision. 

Religion and The Outsider. Religion has been and will remain a source of 
tremendous power. Whether that force is co-opted by narrow political agendas or 
used to construct a public order which esteems diversity depends upon our wimngness 
to learn the art of theological reflection. If we are to break the hammerlock which the 
fanatic tries to pul on the communIty of faith, we must develop theologicat foundations 
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that enable us to affirm the dignity of the other. As Jacob Neusner noles: 

The single most important problem facing religion for the next hundred 
years, as for the last, is an intellectual ooe: how to think through 
difference, how to account, within one's own faith and framework, lOt the 
outsider, indeed, for many outsiderS ... Ours is an intellectual task, for if we 
cannot in a rational and rigorous way think religiously about the other, 
then the good works of politics and the ordering of society will not be 
done. (Madero Judaism, 6:3, AprU 1990, pp. 273 & 283.) 

The Neglected Challenge. Over the centuries, our religious communities have been 
locked into ideologies of isolation or hostility. Outsiders were left frozen on the 
boundaries of thought where they could be ignored. When .changes in the cultural 
climate necessitated contact with others, the outsider assu~ed the shape of an enemy 
to be shunned, converted, or suppressed. 

Paul nllich maintains that "communication is a matter of participation. Where there is 
no participation there is no communication" (Theology of Culture, p. 204.) Those 
who learn to participate in the life struggles of the outsider can break out of defensive 
enclaves which breed indiHerence to the needs of neighbors. Though human beings 
have made brilliant technological innovations in the course of time, no rel igious 
community In the West has yet developed a positive affirmation of religious pluralism. 
We have not yet learned to speak across ethnic and religious divisions. 

Attempts to remedy this failure with civic proclamations of tolerance offer a hollow 
promise of reconciliation. The agonies 01 the last century make it clear: toleration 
Hoats precariously on a sea of indifference. When people are mobilized by ideological 
'commitments, when their passiOfts are engaged, so is their susceptibility to hatred. 
We cannot disarm our hatreds until we learn to communicate with those we fear and 
distrust. Our religious communities have ~voided the uncertainty which comes from a 
serious encounter with the other. Until we shoulder this theological challenge, we will 
remain blind to the dignity of our neighbors. The task requires innovative religious 
reHection, 

Christians and Jews at the Crossroads 

The ChristIan Legacv . . When Karl Barth, the Swiss Protestant theologian, addressed 
the Secretariat for Christian Unity of the Roman Catholic Church, he concluded his 
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presentation with the fallowing words: "There is finally only one genuinely ecumenical 
question: our relations with the Jewish people.- For nearly two thousand years, 
Christians have defined themselves over and against the Jewish people. In order to 
make room for the new covenant, the church thought 'it necessary to discredit the old. 
The Church etched into the tradition a portrait of itself as the New Israel, while the 
image of the Jewish people grew tarnished from abuse and neglect. Until Christians 
develop the intellectual and spiritual perspicacity to own up to this legacy, they will 
have difficulty coming to terms with more distant relatives, i.e. Muslims, Hindus, 
Buddhists, etc. 

A ReVOlutionary Reversal. In 1965, the Second Vatican Council signaled a dramatic 
theological reassessment by acknowledging the painful legacy of anti·Judaism. Over 
the past twenty-five years a growing !'umber of Roman Catholic and Protestant 
scholars have begun to examine the ways in which their communit~es have 
misrepresented Judaism. With the recognition that these distortions have not only 
exacted a dreadful toUlrom the Jewish people but have seriously undermined the 
church's credibility. scholars have started to grapple with fundamental issues of sell
definition. Can Christians learn to say "Yes· to their tradition, their scriptures, their 
doctrines, their faith without simultaneously saying -No· to Judaism? 

Spreading the Word. The Reverend Edward Flannery once stated that the pages 
which Christians have torn out of their histories are the ones that Jews have committed 
to memory. If the Church hopes to improve her memory, she will need to discern new 
ways to harvest the fruits of biblical and theological scholarship. Up to this time the 
revolution in Jewish·Christian understanding has been confined to a professional elite. 
While startling discoveries are hatched in academic circles, the majority of priests and 
ministers have difficulty passing on their trade secrets. Biblical interpretation that is 
Informed by historical criticism requires discipline and frequently proves disruptive. So 
the laity is generally fed scraps of dogma, fragments of scripture, and an unchanging 
menu of moral truths. The revolution in Jewish-Christian understanding has not 
penetrated the walls of the local congregation. Unless the challenge is sounded in our 
local communities, the best efforts of church historians, theologians, and biblical 
scholars will remain sequestered in an ivory tower. If churches go about business as 
usual, a crucial opportunity will be lost, a challenging imperative ignored. 

Thinking the Faith. Or. Douglas Hall writes: "Throughout most of its long history, 
Christianity has not required of its adherents thai they should think the laith. The 
historical accident 01 its political and cultural establishment 15 centuries ago ensured 
that a thinking faith would be purely optional for members of the church.~ IThinking the 
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fiilll, p. 12) The most serious dilemma which confronts the churches today Is a crisis 
01 thinking. Thinking emerges when the Christian story encounters and responds to 
the world at large. Historically, the most definitive encounter occurred when the 
Christian came lace to face with the Jew, and this meeting of Jew and Christian 
remains decisive. The Institute lor Christian-Jewish Studies has designed programs to 
facilitate this encounter so that Christians are challenged to think through their most 
basic affirmations of faith. 

Breadth 01 Involvement.' To ensure respOnsible academic inquiry, the ICJS has 
Involved lOCal as well as internationally recognized scholars in its projects. The core 
constituency, however, includes local clergy and laity who are rarely afforded the time 
and opportunity to examine their sacred stories in a sustained and systematic manner. 
.The distinctiveness of the ICJS lies in participants who are willing to search the corners 
. of their tradition and then iniUate others into the quest. These individuals represent the 
nine largest Christian denominations. The racial, political,· economic; and theological 
diversity of these groups makes the ecumenical scope of this ICJS project altogether 
unprecedented. 

Curricular Focus. The major program effort of the ICJS has been the Maryland 
Interfaith Project. Participants in this program hava committed themselves to two years 
of intensive study and one year of follow·up. The curriculum highlights a series of 
troublesome issues, many of which revolve around the difficulties 01 interpretation. 

A) Exposure to Rabbinic Judaism. Few Christians are aware of the 
religious developments centralIa living Judaism. The teachings of the 
sages which are compiled in the Talmud are largely unknown. When 
Christians encounter the words of Shammai, Hillel and their disciples, 
they discover that the characterization of Judaism as ethnocentric 
legalism is grossly exaggerated. Indeed, many of the teachings of Jesus 
which Christians thought to be ethical breakthroughs were already 
imbedded in the Pharisaic movement. Exposure to rabbinic Judaism 
presents Christians with an exhilarating, albeit unnerving question: 
Wherein lies the distinctiveness of Jesus? The answer which Christians 
give to this query forms a world view, profoundly influencing their 
perception of those who stand outside the Christian faith. 

B) Blbllcat Interpretation. George Lindbeck suggests that Christians 
derive a picture of Reality from the ways in which they read Scripture. 
Biblical categories provide the lens through which the outside world is 
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filtered, Since the Bible ~supplies the interpretive framework within which 
believers seek to live their lives and understand reality" (Undbeck,.Ihe 
Nature of Doclrine, p. 117), Christians cannot begin to overcome 
negative assessments of the Jewish people until they develop new 
reading habits. As the ICJS has pursued its course 01 studies. 
participants have noted the tensions within the earty church, examined 
those social, political, and theological factors that undergird its anti
Judaic polemics, and struggled with the nature of biblical authOrity. The 
manner in which Christians engage the world is intimately connected to 
the church's aptitude for self-criticism, which in turn originates in its 
reading of the Bible. 

C) . Overcoming S·electlve AmneSia. Prejudice is blinding. Most 
Christians are unaware that they harbor negative attitudes about Judaism 
and the Jewish people, They often insist that they were never taught to 
hold the Jew in contempt. Just as most men deny the attribution 01 a 
sexist bias and most whites declare their innocence when charged with 
raCist inclinations, psychological defenses make antisemitism an elusive 
phenomenon. The task is not to saddle Christians with guilt, but to 
confront a painful history about which Christians know very little. When 
Christians confronl the shadow side of their history, they can critically 
assess dangerous habits 01 mind in the present. As Christian 
participants in this study project have become conscious 01 the pitfalls 
into which the church has stumbled, a greater capacity and willingness to 
temper the triumphalism 01 the church emerges: The recovery of a 
prophetic voice requires an enlarged memory. 11 Christians can 
remember their mistakes as well as their accomplishments, they may 
develop the sensitivity, the mental acuity, the corporate character which 
would equip them to identify and then contend with some 01 the 
disturbing tendencies in the chUrch and the ~or!d at large. 

D) A Mission. For many, the Christian mission has amounted to a 
militant campaign to bring the whole world into step with the church. The 
crusade is activated by a tradition which has maintained that outside the 
church there is no salvation. Christian participants in the Maryland 
Interfaith Project have begun a process of reassessment which opens 
momentous questions. What is it that Christians are caned to do in tt:'is 
world? What do Chrislians mean by the Kingdom of God, and what is 
the creative role which Christians are called to live out in pursuit of this 
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hope? How does the Christian witness support, negate. and/or 
complement the witness of the Jewish people ... Muslims ... Hindus ... 

Buddhists ... othets? The answers given to these questions will in large 
part provide a blueprint which maps the possibilities and the limits of a 

Christian theology of religious pluralism. 

Jewish Responses 

A Different Agenda. Jews frequently acknowledge that they lug around simplistic and 
misleading caricatures of Christianity, but the consequences of these distortions have 
nol led Jews to degrade or disenfranchise Christians. Bound to a history of 

: oppression about which non-Jews know little, many Jews who enter into dialogue with 

Christians bring a separate agenda to the table. They are -deeply committed to 
stemming the tide of antisemitism, protecting their children from evangelical assaults, 
and defending Israel. Many Jews welcome dialogue with Christians 10 the eXient that it 

enhances the prospects of survival, but they believe thaI nothing of theological 
substance win be gained from an encounter with Christianity. 

Grounds for Caution. The reluctance of Jews to enter the domain of Christian 
theology disappoints many Christians. Christians who lind their own faith enriched by 

the enduring witness of the Jewish people are often offended by the lack of reciprocity. 
The lack of interest In this theological endeavor indicates sincere misgiving about a 
mode of inquiry that is alien to the life and practice of many Jews. Not only does 
serious interreligious exchange collide with tradit ional restrictions, but many regard it 
as an activity which lubricates the slide into assimilation. Beyond these reservations 

resides the lingering legacy of antisemitism, a deep-seated lear and distrust. 

Inescapable Contact. Jews have often defined themselves in contrast to Ch~istians. 
Jews understand themselves as a people set apart, .e people who refuse absorption 
into the I~rger population, a people with a particular vocation. Yet, the Jewish 
encounter with the dominant cultures in whose midst Jews at various times and places 
have lived has generated dynamic tensions. At various times Jews adopted, at other 
times rejected, customs, mores, and ideas of the world at large. The call for creative 

response to the prevailing culture continues to pose profound challenges for the 
Jewish people. At issue is the problem of Jewish identity. Some Jews maintain that a 
juncture has been reached where it is inadequate to carve out an identity by taking 
note of what one stands against. The vitality of tha Jewish people is maintained by 

emphasizing what they stand for. 
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A Beginning. A diverse group of Jews affiliated with the Institute for Christian-Jewish 

Studies has begun to take risks in this direction. In the encounter with ChristIans. 
Jews may discern the meaning of those practices, beliefs, and memories which set 
them apart. In this sense, Christians and Jews who have participated In the 
educational enterprise 01 the ICJS make overlapping discoveries. Those who learn to 
speak the language oltha other frequently discover what is distinctive about their own 

tradition. 

The Ongplng Task 

Flight trom the Present. . When people regard religious truth as fixed, immutable, and 
complete. they become so obessed with protecting the foundations of their faith that 
they ignore the demands 01 the present. Religious communities are often tempted to 

attribute finality to traditions that are living and therefore changing. When a teXl, a 
doctrine, a tradition, or any other authority is represented as timeless Truth, believers 
are apt to substitute a past reality fOf the present. In safeguarding these ~eternal 
verities,H the faithful are inclined to neglect the specific struggles which confront us 

hera and now. 

Nurturing the Tradition. Religion fails when it merely offers a sanctuary from the 
demands of the world. A tradition discovers its transformative power when adherents 
risk engagemenl. This is the hope that religious communities offer, a willingness to 
confront suffering and to challenge those patterns of thought and action which 
disfigure creation. If religious communities hope to restore a broken order, they will 
need to develop an aptitude for critical reflection, a talent lor religious inquiry. 

IncreasIng Aptitude. While the educative process which the ICJS has launched does 
not attempt to unravel al1 global tangles, the work promises to cultivate the skills and 
sensitivities needed to confront intricate, highly ambiguous realities. The capacity to 
probe confounding dilemmas helps overcome the prevailing addiction to the quick fix. 
The discipline requirad to trace twisted historical paths offers an antidote to a nation 

which operates with only a short-term memory. The promise is that a particular 
community may learn to deal with its differences. tn discovering the blessing 01 its 
diversity, our community may educate people who have the patience, the vision, and 
the experience needed to address the problems of our time and place. 
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13 Sivan 5750 
June 6, 1990 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Marc: 

Flallb! PIUI L Hal E.tc"""'V_P,,_ 
Do.ct ..... Ch~_,S."""" 

llabbl Mel ... A ",nDlum 
A.~.I.E . ... ",IW DirK.", 

llabbl EUgeM J . c"""n 
Coo«Ii<to'O<. e fi'l> Mila/> I ... ,., 

Rabbi A ..... M. PoDIlCI 
Cllap/ain. Inlorn"iolItI S,""~Og"" 

RUbiJI, H. R.,.tnblum 
Cll<lplaiM, ~"minI."."" 

Bunie P. V_., 
Dine' .... 0' &"'''CI''I~g 

'''''bbI _ H. 0.0..,.." 
E .. "","", Vi ... ,.,._,. ,-,71 ." ..... .., 

Let me thank you for your wonderful presentation this morning. 
I was thrilled to hear you and learned a great deal from you 
as did everyone present . I hope that you will have future 
opportunities to share views. 

We have received much favorable feedback on the quality of 
the progr.am and for th is we are most grateful to you and the 
other participants. 

Very truly yours, 

}~ 
.... Rabbi Gilbert S . Rosenthal 
Executive Vice President 

GSR:mc 

P.s . Incidentally. we checked our records and found that 
you had been a member of the NYBR years ago but 
are no longer . We should be honored to have you as 
a member. Dues are $36 until July I; $50 thereafter. 
Or, you may choose to become a life me mber ($360 'til 
July I; $500 thereafter) . 

The world·, larges.t rabbinic organization embracing Orlhocloll. Conservative. Reform .nd AfCOnstruct lonlst rabbis 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

Rabbi Jack Bemporad 
Mr. Herbert Berman 
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld 
Rabbi Joseph Karasick 
Rabbi Wolfe Kelman 
Mr. Israel Singer 
Mr. Elan steinberg 
Rabbi 'Marc Tanenbaum 
Rabbi Mordecai ·Waxman 

Mr. Seymour Reich, Chairman 
Leon A. Feldman 

June 7, 1990 

Dr. G. Riegner 
Rabbi Henry D. Michelman .. \':'? 

_,n -
There will be a very important meeting of the Sub-G,othmittee 
for the ILC meeting agenda in Prague on THURSDAY,: "JUNE 14 
at 10:00 A.M. IN THE OFFICES OF THE SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL. 

The agenda will be devoted primarily to a review of the 
draft proposal submitted by Father P.F. Fumagalli and the 
other relevant materials which have been sent to you on 
June 6. 1990. 

It is of utmost importance that you study the material and 
become familiar with the suggested program so that we may 
arrive at a clear position vis-a-vis the Vatican Commission 
in preparation for the Prague meeti:ng. " Once we reach a 
definitive position, we will be able ,to convey our decision 
to Dr. Riegner and to Archbishop Edward J. Cassidy, 
President of the "Vatican Commission for Religious Relat-ions 
with the Jews. .. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

P.S. We have received several inquires as to ·-theo-- details 
pertaining to session VI (cf. Fumagalli's draft of 
June 4) , which· is enti tIed "Reports on the 
Implementations ·of the Five Points of the Common 
Program. Established in Rome in 1985·" It 

I' am enclosing herewith copy of the above five point~, 
culled from the volume Fifteen Years of Catholic-Jewish 
Dialoquer 19_70-1985 (p. XIX). 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

TO: Seymour Reich, chairman 
Rabbi J~ck Bemporad 
Herbert Sennan 
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld 
Rabbi Joseph Karasik 
Rabbi Wolfe Kel~n 
Israel Singer 
Elan Steinberg 
Rabbi Harc H. Tanenbaum 
Rabbi Mordecai Waxman 

FROM: Leon A. Feldman 

June 11, 1990 

CC: Rabbi Henry D. Hichelman 
Dr. G.M. Riegner 

REMINDER: A very important meeting of the Sub-Committee for the ILC 
meeting in Prague 
THURSDAY morning, JUNE 14, at 10 o'clock 
in the offices of the Synagogue Council of America 

AGENDA: Review of the program for the ILC and, hopefully. to reach 
a final agreement pertaining to the Prague meeting agenda. 
(The final draft is enclosed), 

BUDGET: The three constituent agencies will have to share the expenses 
for the invited lecturers, discussants, witnesses. etc. travel, 
housing, and meals. Eaeh agency is expected to cover the costs 
of its own delegates/participants. (An estimated budget i& in 
prepara ticn) • 

' NEW ITEM: In-Fr. P.F. Fumagalli's recent fax. dated June 4, he added the 
folloWing P.S. CONCERNING THE COMMEMORATION OF "NOSTRA AETATE. 
NEXT NOVEMBER 14-15, 1990. IT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR HE TO KNOW 
YOUR AGREEJ:(ENT. AT LEAST IN GENERAL (PRINCIPLE) t TO THE PROPOS
ED SCHEI)tn.!. BEFORE MAKING FURTHER STEPS. Thank you. (A copy of 
Fumagall1's program proposal 1s enclosed). 



L 

FINAL PROPOSED SCHEDULE FOR INTERNATIONAL LIAISON COMMITTEE 
prague, September 3-6, 1990 

Monday. September 3 

Visit to Theresienstadt (for those present) 

Opening in the afternoon 

Session I - in the afternoon 
"Church and synagogue in the patristic Perlod" 
Fr. Lawrence Frizzell/Prof. David Berger 

Session II - in the evening 
"Jews and Christians in the Middle Ages" 
Fr. P.F. Fumagalli/Prof. G. Dahan 

Tuesday. September 4 

Session III - in the morning 
"Roots of Modern Anti-Semitism" 
Fr. J. Dujardin/prof. Jacob Katz 

Session IV (1) - in the afternoon 
"Historical Reflections on the Shoah" 
Fr. John Morley/Prof. R,aoul Hillberg 

Special Program (reception?) • in the evening 

After special program 

1. Steering Committee to work on proposals for action 
and draft of a possible final statement. 

2. Joint working group for a program of continuing study. 

Wednesday. September 5 

Session IV (2) - in the morning 
"The Shoah as Reflected in Christian and Jewish Thought" 
Prof. H. Gazelles/Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder 

Session IV (3) - in the afternoon 
Reports of witnesses from various countries 

Reports continue (if necessary) - in the evening 
Steering Committee continues 

Thursday. september 6 

Session V (1) - in the morning 
"Current Upsurge of Anti-Semitismll -

particularly in Eastern Europe. 

Session V (2) - in the 'afternoon 
Continue "CUrrent Upsurge of Anti-Semitism" 

Session VI - in the evening 
Reports on the implementation of the "Five Points of the 
Common Program, establis~~d in Rome, 1985." 

Session VII - in the late afternoon and/or evening 
Concrete proposals for action 
Final Statement 



Session .1 
XIX 

At the end of its 12th meeting in Rome in 198'. the ILC committed itself to 
a programme of action for the immediate future. The six main points of this 
programme are: 

1. to disseminate and explain the achievements of the past two decades to 
our twO communities; 

2. to undutakc an effOrt to ovtteome the residues of indiffereDce. resistance 
and suspicion that may still prevail in some sections of our communities; 

3. to work together in oomb3tting tendencies toward religious extremism 
and fanaticism; 

4. to promote concepnaJ dari.6cations and theological rcBection in both 
communities and to create appropriate forums acceptable to both sides. in which 
this rcHeetion caD. be deepened; 

, . to foster cooperation and common action for justice and peace; 

6. to undertake a joint srudy of the historical events and theological impli. 
cations of the extermination of the Jews of Europe during World War II (fri:
quently called the "Holocawt- or. in Hebrew. Sh04h) . 

·-·r!itla the fax of june 7 • 
.,;..;.~ . chat: the addition of aesd.nn VI by -n.. • ••• infC!t"Ift the others n e the Asenda. He wanted 

fNPumagalli will not: h361cally C~~£~rm the continuity or OUT 

-··~'l:.l. point to be included to C . \.. h 1f 8n hour and 
~~, 1 will probably ta ... e n 
':-~ .. enda. The discuS!;> on f h laBe lLC meeting and see what 
_ ....... 111 recall the declsin",;O t e 

: .: ld 'e .lone OD tllese points • .:.. '~:la,u u ~ 

.~:J ' -; :-',~ , 
Megner 
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M E Ii 0 RAN DUM re Budget for ILC meeting In Prague 

1. Onlu PAN AM offers direct flights to Prague, leaving on Thursday and Saturday 
evening, respectively. All other carriers have stopovers in' Amsterdam. Vienna, 
Frankfurt, etc. which entails layovers of several hours and/or change of plane. 

Because of the above, NO Saturday evening departures' can be arranged b3c8use 
flights leave when it is still Shabbath • Shabbat ends quite late to catch the 
departure. 

nlEREFORE. A FLIGHT DEPARTURE IS POSSIBLE ONLY ON SUNDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 2, 
WHICIf WILL ARRIVE IN PRAGUE ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 ABOUT MIDDAY (PERHAPS EVEN A 
LITTLE LATER) FOR THE OPENING OF THE ILC. 

(There is another option, i.e., to spend Shabbath in one of the major cities in 
Europe, and fly to Prague on Sunday morning. Thus some of the participants may be 
able' to join the visit to theresien&tadt on Monday morning, September 3, before 
the opening session of ILC • - the costS may have to be borne for t~e extra nights 

by the individual making this choice). - see #2a re flight costs.-

2; lare structure 1s as follows - subject to change - only approximated: 

a) 14 days advance booking; minimum stay 6 days (penalties for changes or · cancel) 
approx. $ 814.-

b) regular economy (no restrictions) approx. $ 1,200.-

3. Hotel reservations not yet clarified. Arrangments are being ma~e by Dr. Riegner's 
office - at least his recommendations. Approx. $ 100 plus per night per person. 

4. Kosher food there are no proper local provisions available. Efforts are being made 
to be shipped from Budapest or from another locality under proper supervision. 

5. IT IS THE PRACTICE ntA T EACH OF THE CONSTITUENT AGENCIES - SCA, WJC, AND BB, EQUALLY 
SHARE IN THE COSTS OF TRAVEL, HOTEL, MEALS, AND MISCEL. EXPENSES FOR THE GUaSTS, 
LECruRERS, DISCUSSANTS, AND WI'rnESSES. etc. 

6. The individuals designated by their respective groups. i.e •• SCA, WJC, and RB, will 
have their expenses paid by their own organizations. 

7. On the basis of the present agenda for the ILC. the expenses to be shared for the 
.following number of individuals is: 

2-3 persons from the US --------------- $ 3,600 
3-4 from Israel --------------- 2,400 
4-5 from Europe - - - -- _ _ 1,200 
12 4 nights in hotel ( 

incl. tax etc. tips -' -.J ... _ .1,SOO 
12 meals - \.... - l,200 
miscel. expense.s - - - - - 1.000 

Total $ 11·12,000 

air fare 
" .. 
transportation/UK, France, Germany 
Yugoslavia, etc.)" 

transportation and taxis etc. 

P.S. THERE IS STILL AN OBLIGATION OF approx. *14,000 outstabding which is owed to Dr. 
Riegner for the volume 15 Years of Christian Jewish Relations Ea · f 

constituent 
the payment 

organizations - plus the American Jewish Commitee 
of this sum. PLEASE INCLUDE TIllS IN THE BUDGET~ 

ch 0 the three 

- should share in 



Czech Rabbi Was Informer 
By Roy Gutman 
Ntwsday Europe Bureau 

Prague - The spiritual leader of 
Prague's liny Jewish community ac
kno .... ledged yesterday that he had 
been an infnrmer for the sr:cret polite 
ror • deade until the DUSler of the 
Communists IllSt year. 

Admits spying for police But h~ acknowledged making rq;. 
ulaf written report5 to the police for 
his entire c:areer and ac:c:eptin, 
ins tructions for monitorin, the ac· 
tivities of the c:ommunity. c:ommunity le;:adership today. 

R..hbi Daniel Mayer, 33, wa~ un" ur 
several public: r.gu~s implicat~ as 
informers as a result of investiga
tions intI) c.,ndidalei!> for Clech,,~ltl. 
Y:lkia', lirst free electiuns in 44 

ye:ars, held Friday and Saturday, No 
omcial list of those implicatf'd was 
relnsed by the government before 
the election. but !lOme of tht names 
a .... ll'lIIking out. 

MOIY!!r. who OIdmiUed his wi., in;ln 
intervie w with Newsday _Yf'Ste rday 
h,'(nrc it !>Kame public. ,;a id he will 
"IT.- r hi$ resignatiun tl> lhl' J"wi~h 

"1 was under great pressure," 
M",yer said. '" don't know ir anyone 
or you c:an im",!:"ine what kind of 
thing~ ""en> ~ .. ;ng on here 

" I tried to h"'ve us liUle rontact as 
possible and not e"'pose "'nybody" to 
the poliet!, he said. "1 was trying to 
help theJewish Cummunity survive." 

Mayer described his·work with the 
poliet! durin, a 2'-':1 hour interview 
yesterday. At the time of thc: inter. 
view, hc uid he had not yet inronned 
his wife or tAl' J ewish C'Ommunity. 

Those c:andidates found in the in· 

PlebSI' see RABBI on Pare 31 

Czech RaJ?bi Admits Informing , 
• ,; 

1(,\11111 fr",n 1';0,.",; 

ve~t ic: .. tion to have been informers 
were li.~ted in the polling places as hav
ing bet.>n dropped from the ballot with
OUt explanation. Among them wen! at 
least two prominent politi~ians and a 
host or minor figures. induding more 
than a dozen (rom the Civic: Forum. 
whiC:A won control of the government 
in a landslide. 

Mayer said he had withdrawn from 
the race for a seat in the federal assem· 
bly in April for other reasons, and the 
appearanee of his name on the ballot 
"was a mistake." 

Then! are fewer than 1,000 Jews in 
PntgUe. the post Holocaust remnant of 
a 700-vellr-nld Jewish c:ommunity. 
Two-th'ird" an! agt'd ur ai\ing, and only 
a few hundred "'" youn, or accive. ae
mrdin]{ to Jewish c:ommunity official$. 

But ao:ording to Ma~r, the ~t 
police tar~ted him almost from the 
moment in high sc:hool that he decided 
to CO to rabbinical School by u.,ing the 
school and the Education Ministry to 
~k him to write down hi. ideolorieaJ 
views.. 

He said he signed a commitment to 
mllaborate with poliee in 1979 durin, 
his second year of &eminary- in Buda· 
pest, Hungat)'. 

"I was not too Clnrul in expRSlling 
my reelings" opJ)O-'in, the 1968 Soviet 
invasion of Czechoslovakia and a ror· 
eign student at the seminary "betrayed 
me," he said. 

Mayer said that police put ""eat 

.,r .. .'\.~"re" "n him. " They soid they had 
mat~rial deramins me and they c:uuld 
(Qrre me to rive up my studies." 

The poliee also told him that he had 
to sil:'" the commitment because "ev
erybody who work$ he", in the Jewish 
community has to sign it." 

After his ordination and return to 
PUg\le in 1984. Ma~r wu required by 
the polic:e to rubmit written and oral 
reports onee a month on average. 

Without naming names. Ma~r said 
he believed most of the Jewish lay lead
ership had been s imilarly compro· 
mised. But he said he had never mn· 
fronted them with his suspicions nor 
did he acknowledge to them his own 
oollaboration with the polic:e_ "It was 
forbidden to 58y anything about the 
contacts." he said. 

The pres ident and &eeretuy of the 
c:ommunity, Bohumil Heller and 
Frantisek Kraus, were removed f!"Om 
their posts late last year amid critic:ism 
that they had been too dose to the 
ousted regime. Of all t.he religiOUS 
gTOUp5 in Czechoslovakia. they ilionI' 
had refused to condemn the police beat· 
ing of student df.monstnton Nov .. 17 
that led to the ovenhrow of Communist 
nile Neither c:ould be reached ror com
ment )'e$terdaY. 

Mayer said over the decade that he 
UIIisted the polic:e, he was forced to ... 
c:ept a total of about 5,000 Czechoslo
vak crowns (about 1200). He said he 
s igned n<:eipts. 

"The money was offenod to me. I re
fused it. But I wastold I mustacc:eptitor 

they W("Juld U~ somcthin~ against me." 
Mayer said he would meet members 

of the poliee in a neutral location web 
as a "safe" apartment. He would hand 
over reporu he had rompiled on meet· 
ings with foreigners and discussions 
within the c:ommunity lea dership. 
"Naturally, there were some instruc:. 
tions" given by the polic:e ror material 
he was to gather for the nut meet.inr. 
he said. 

He said from the detailed question
ing by poliee, he quickly concluded that 
they had "other lines" into the commu
nity leadership. 

This was mnfinned when he decided 
to stop filing reporu on eontacta with 
fOl'1!igners several years ago. he said. '" 
decided this was stupid I to continue fiI· 
ing the reportsJ. Aner a while, he said, 
hI! "~ived an order" from the Council 
of Jewish Communities. wAkh hasa-r
sigh' over Jewish life in Bohemia and 
MoraviL "This Willi that I c:ould meet 
with a foreigner only ifthere was:tOme
one with me from the Courll::il," he said. 

He oonduded that the leaden of the 
"Council were very curious about my 
activiUes &0 they could pa55 on infOl'lll6-
lion." 

At the same time he "'811 working 
with the police, he said he WIlli under 
rrequent surveillance. The rabbi said 
he was c:onvineed that his olTlCe tale
phones weft "burged. " 

He thought his flat may not haYe 
been, however "because I didn't have a 
phone in my houae. " 

• • 
z .. 
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Tentative Program As per March 24, 1990 _ 

CD~~1EMORAT ION 

OF THE . XXV ANN I V E R 5 A R Y OF IINOSTAA AETATE" 

(R.ome. November' 14-15, 1990) 
at: Pontifical Lateran Univereity 

Wednesday, November 14 Frivete Session on the t heme: 

"Post-Conc111ar Efforta to improve Chriat1an

Jewish Relations, Realizations, Difficulties 

and Prol5pectiv8s" 

--------------------
REPOATS FROM: 

(1) 

_ The Comm1seion together with t he Congregation 'for Education 

_ Center for Jewish Teaching and Civilisation 

Episcopal Conferences (USA. Europe, Latin America) 

Some · Jewish Universities/Union or Catholic Universities 

DISCUSSlCN 

(Afternoon) 

Continuing Discussion (Priveta) 

17,00 PUBLlC LEmUAESI 

rhurSdey. November 15 

1. .. T .... ch1ng of the II Vatican . Council en Christien 
uewish Relatione" 

(Jewish lecturer) . 

PRIVATE PAPAL AUDIElICE could be foreseen 

To Catholic and Jewieh l ... dera 

I 
I 
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COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOUXESS POPE JOH~ PAUL n TO THE 
POLISH EPISCOPAL CONFERENCE ON THE OCC.\510)1 OF THE 
FIFTll!TH ANXIVERSARY OF THE Ot."TBR£AK OF WORLD 
WAlt n, September 1. 1939 
August 26, 1989 

... In chis message the Pope ca11ed allention to the 
crime of the extermination of the Jews 

.. .It is truly difficult to calculate the magnitude 
of the losses suffered, and even more, of the suffer· 
ings which wue inflicted u.pon individuals, 
families and communities. Many facts are already 
known; many more must yet be brought to light. 
The war was waged not only on the front. but as a 
total war, a war which struck entire societies. 
Whole groups were deported. Thousands became 
victims oE prison. torture and execution. Quite 
apart from strict combat. people died as victims of 
bombing and of systematic terror. The organized 
instruments of the latter were the concentration 
camps, ostensibly established for labour, yet 
transformed in reality into death camps. One par· 
ticular crime of the Second World War remains the 
massive extermination of the Jews, who were 
doomed to the gas chambers because of racial 
hatred ... 

APOSIOUC LETTER OF YI5 How:Us POPE.I0HN PAt."I.. II 
ON THE OCCASION OF THE FIFTIETH AN!\:t\'ERSARY OF TIm 
Ot.'TBREAK OF THE SE.CO:om WORLD WAR 

August 27, 1989 

In one section Of thl$ Apostolic Letter, the Pop~ 
called attlntion to tlu pers.ecution of the Jews. 

... Amons all these anti·human Dieasures. 
however. there is one which will forever remain a 
shame for humanity: th~ planned barbarism which 
WlU unleashed against rhe Jewish people. 

As the object of the .. final solution" devised by 
an erroneous ideology, the Jews were subjected to 
deprivations and brutalities that are almost in
describable. Persecuted at first through measures 
designed to harass and discriminate, they were 
ultimately to die by the millions in extermination 
camps. 

138 

The Jews of Poland, more than others. lived this 
immen!e suffering: the images of the Warsaw ghet
to under Siege, as well as what we ha .... e come to 
learn about the camps at Auschwitz. Majdanek and 
Treblinka. surpass in horror anything that can be 
humanly imagined. 

One mU5t also remember that this murderous 
madness was directed against many other groups 
whose crime was to be "different" or to have 
re:beHed against the tyranny of the occupie:r. 

On the occasion of this sorrowful anniversary, 
onee again I issue an appeal to all people, inviting 
them to overcome their prejudices and to combar 
every form of racism by agreeing to recogni%:e the 
fundamental dignity and the goodness that dwell 
within every human being, and to be ever more can· 
scious that they belong to a single human family. 
willed and gathered together by God. 

I wish to repeat here in the strongest possible 
way that hostility and hatred against Judaism are 
in complete contradiction to the Christian vision of 
human dignity. 

The new paganism and the systems related to it 
were certainly directed against the Jews, but they 
were likewise aimed at Christianity. whose 
teaching had shaped the SQul of Europe. In the peo
ple of whose race" according to the flesh, is the 
Christ" (Rom 9:5), the Gospel message of the equal 
dignity of all God's children was being held up to 
ridicule. 

In his Encyclicul .. Mit brennender Sorge" my 
predecessor Pope Pius Xl clearly stated" He who 
takes race. or the people or the State. or the form 
of Governroent. the bearers. of the power of the 
State, or other fundamental elements of human 
society ... and makes 'them the ultima.te norm of au, 
even of religious values, and dejfies them with an 
idolatrous worship, perverts and falsifies the or4er 
of things creat.a and commanded by God .. (March 
14. 1937: AAS 29 [1937] p. 149 and p. 171). 

This pretension on the part of the ideology of 
the National Socialist system did not spare the 
Churches, in particular the Catholic Church. which 
before and durin.8 the conflict experi~nced h~r own 
"passion ". Her fate was certainly no better in the 
lands where the Marxist ideology of dialectieal 
materialism was imposed. 

We must give thanks to God, however. for the 
many witnesses, known and unknown, who in 

-those hours of tribulation had the courage to pra
fess their faith steadfastly, who knew how to rise 
above the atheist's arbitrariness and who did not 
give in to force. 
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PIUS X. - Epistula venerabilibus fratribus archiepiscopo et 
episcopis Poloniae; quae Russico Impe.rio paret. 3 dec.190S. 
In: pii X Pontificis Maximi acta, vol . II (Romae, ex typogra
phia Vaticana, 1907) . 
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qualltaque SiDt mala, qui bus gells vestrn hlle tcOlpcstate pre
mitul" ; quae quantaquo offici. , quibus, ad ill. Olinuenda 
atque avertend.. Episcopi pari tel' 3C fideles omlles gl"avis
sime tolleantur, 

Nam, ut de mali. diea",us, singuln en quidenl perse
qui longius est quom p,'nesens patiiur institutum, Graviora 
R.utam ne cetel'Rl'Um Cere miserinrium fons nt.qne origo, ractio
nes illoe slInt tll,bulelltissin,orum hominunl . quoe nullibi 
nOll vigeni;~ quaequc im'ibus lI.C legibus ever~ntlis natae~ 

00 plane, sURdendo. eonimRodo Rudendoque. incumbunt ut 
plebem . pel'culsnm terral'ibu!, occupent, illamque, immani 
civilis consueiudini. damno, ill "oCarin quaeque corripinnt, -
His aceedit, . ique ill eod.m genel'e, natio illorum qui, cal,i
t.tem pntl'iae, sed nOll sapientelll, perpetuo vendit.~ntes, radi

cali8mi, uti vocit,mt, lIationalis "$!leci.toros se profitenlw', 
Qllibus nimirum propositum est civiles animorum perturba
tionos ciere ac nutrire; qunro COnlnlotn plebs ot obcaecata 
co saepe exoedit violentiu. nc turoris, undo Polonine vestrae, 
nihil. talc merime, I'etro Certur conditio utque nffiictior in 
dies evenit. - Haec nutem inter, lurbi. quidem Caventibns 
atque impunitatem .udenrii prncbenlibus, pessimi qlliqne, 
qllibus divino hum.naque miscera Cas 00 decorum videtur, 
immania tnciuut Hagitia, quae vel bnrbarae untiones hOlluo
I'int; qWllin, nuper, ut Illiquid · indiceulu¥, publiclle Cuerunt 
indaeornm c.edes. quas equidem Evangelii lex, quae omnes 
promisoue diligelldos iubel, dete.t.,tur ao reprobnt, - ram-
. vero, dum tali. II~ tau tn, fideuier "imiunl, scelestorum uudaein 
meditatur el patroL quae vis. quae actio, ad mnm oompri
nlendliUl e"eritur 7 Oerie bonorum copi.e ex mniore, irnmo 
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INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

Hls Excellancy 
Tha Mest R8yeren4i "William H. Keeler 
~chbi8hap~.r Baltimore 
130 Catheiral Street 
B,d t~ore, ~rT18nd 21201 

O:el!'r .I~il1, 

I .!'"reei.te very lIueh Teur vera a~1! th,8u,htf ul 1e,tter 
of Mo,. 25th. 

Whlls I a. craterul rer yo.r klni wrda abeut 111' articles 
en the St. Jahn I s Haspiee afrair, I 'Wrote thell. fer tve sillple 
reas.nss , first, te hall' ·eur IsraelI ee-rel1gionlsts , especially 
er the Ortho4.% branches, ander.tant realistioally the impact 
ar that unrert_nate aetlen on our .any Christian friends ~nt 
n8i,hbers; and secol'lli, te try t. telll the t.r.th as I gee it. 

''!'hat kind. of insen!lthity wlll not be chanl" until there is 
fun4iamental electeral rerer. in Israel. To,ether ~1th • nuaber 
er inn.ential Javish lea.ers, I haYe join •• last week in seekin« 
te reinforce that .oYement te rerera which alrea4iy exists wldely 
in' Israel. 

I haYe been verkinI' aeti't'91T these weeks vith RabbiI'J Herieeal . 
W"s:man ani Jack aea!'Ora4i in reraulatinc pre,ralll 'ideas for the 
Jeint Liaslen CeMmlttee meetincs in Pracue in se,tember ao4 
then in Rame in Neveaear. If veIl .ene, beth these eonsultatiens 
may ,re.e t. be .speeially eenatraetiTe. At least, I hepe and 
,raT tbey viII be. . . 

With varaest ,ae4i wisbes an. mr ,rayers rer Ged's richest 
blessin&8 .~er 1!- ani yey~ . t •• ily, I a. , 

Return ad.tArs99, 

45 East 89 Streot (18 F) 
Nev yark, .N. Y. 10128 



Sir Sigmund Sternberg o.su KCSG JP 

Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum, 
45 East 89th Street (18F), 
New York, 
NY 10128 
USA 

Dear Marc, 

Star House Grafton Road 
London NW5 460 
Telephone 01-485 2538 
Facsimile 01-485 4512 

Dale 

l:li)r rJune 1990 

Your rei 

I "enclose Chancellor Kohl's speech at Heppenheim this week 
together with the Chief Rabbi's message. The visit was a great 
success . 

with kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

Sir Sigmund Sternberg 
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Froms 

For: 

Gunth~r Lawrenoe 
(212) 686-8670 
william Ryan 
(202) 541-3200 

SYNAGOGUe COUNCIL OF ~ERICA 

For Release: 
12: 00 P.M. 
June 19, 1990 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 

New York, NY - In an unprecedent ed joint-stateme n t Catholic a nd 

J ewish rel igious leaders are call i ng for a new national 

mobili zati on of educ ator s, family members, gover nment and major 
..... "~~"_ ... ,_.L·,.,~""~~~'..,--.,...-........-.. _ . . , _ """""""""'~"_ ,"-" _. , .. " , ' . . ~ ~ .. _ __ ~ _ _"< 

fai t h s to fo r ge a renewed effort to 
0~s::.?:-rr,-:: 

instill common moral teachings 
........ ~:J~~:A...,.,.;-~.,:'.:~~~~'~:::J!i&~~'.;;:y;;i:_~ 

i,~n:......:t;:.h;.;;e""",..s ef~~""~~~h,<r.,_s.t=c~r~~~:._. 
-~--' 

The 1150 word statement b y the Bishop's Comm i ttee for 

Ec umen ical a nd I nterrel igious Affairs of 

of Catholic BiShops!/and t he I nte r re;'Zgious 

Synagogue Council of America believes that 

the National " Con ference . .. .. 

Ilwe must .j oin together" 

to combat suc h p rob l ems as: drugs , crime , depression, alcoholism, 
~.""~-' ,,"!,.,.,.,~.,.. .,,-~~,,,,,;;o,._,,,,,,,,:o- , ...... "".-", 

prom isc'd~ ty., ~ :~).J?~ .. _~~~~d teen ~<!,~~\_r:1,~~ncies. 
/ 

The document stat€:s: ;lchildr<1n lack fundamenta l values -- like 

honest y , 
:;~. 

i nteg r ity , tolerance, --. 
l oyalt y and belie': in human v.'orth - . .. ~.-~-- . " 

a nd di gnity. Al l of these values are grounded in our :::-espective 

r e lig i ous tradit i ons , the Constitution, th-e Bill of Rig"hts . ;nuch 
~ ."'->. ""....v-

of t he Horld I s great literature and ethical business practices. II 

I t notes that traditionally thesE: va1ues have been inculcated 

by the f~~i ~y I ~.~~;,:.:::~ . • ~nd syrtagog!-!~ r the s~~.ool and ~£.,,!ernment; 

" but in rec e nt years, there has been a growing reluctance to teach 
g. f va lues i n our publ ic educational syste m out of a fear that childl'en 

\ migh t be inc!.9<;:t,r i na t ed wi t h a specific religious belief. II 
;---~.~"..,.... .._'. - . . , .- . . .. -.-..•. ---~ .. 
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IIWe are convinced that evsn apart from the context of a 

\ specific faith, it is possible to teac: these shared va l ues, " the 

document said. 

The joint s tatement was developed in the course of regular 

meetings betwee n the SeA and the Bishops' Confere nce covering a 

wide range of issues of common concerns. The joint consultati ons 

are chaired by Rabbi Jack Bempora d, Temple Israel, Lawrence, NY , . -==-:-~ ~ 

chairman, seA Interreligious Affairs and Archbishop William H. 

Keeler of Baltimore . 
:-------

The education document was drafted by seA 

I 
president Rabbi Joel !aiman and Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore, 

William C. Newman. 

Both Archbishop Keeler and Rabb i Bemporad said that "this is 

the first time that such a joint statement has been i ssued b y both 
~ ..... .,.., ........ ~~- ="...~".:~-----......... ~ . '" .... , ", .,"- ....... - - "~ - . 

of our two religious organizations which ref lects a major 

l cooperative e ffort in addressing a prime problem affecting our 

entire American societyl/, 

The Ca tholic and Jewish leaders believed., that I'par~~ 

_ all the_.help;:..t~:;.~~an g~t " ~ - In --orderto -better <i..~_J,t;~ina~:J' 
youngsters with prope r moral va lues the stateme nt recomrne'n"dect-:--.. , . _. . . 

'Establishment of State committees to promote values in 
the publ~c school curriculum, 

Convening of conferences on a state and local level of 
teachers, administrators, parents and students to a ddress 
the problem and' recommend · programs . 

~l 
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P'l:J)lic scr::oo:As to int r oduce. rnoror ' ?:l:lcat i on into their 
curriq~.~~ .,_ ~nct scQQQl..!i ...... .t9...".~s~ it.g.~t,. bSp};s I resources and 
teach i !l~.!lethodologies - that emphasize ·basi c civic and 
per~pAl val ues . "'"«-:.;~ 

All f aith groups should join in this national effort_ 
~~ .. 

The seA and Bishop will recommend the establishment of 
a joint commission to meet regularly to evaluate matters 

\
~ pending in the_E.?~:r.::t:: s and before congress that relate to 

the promotion of values in Americil . 
~-~-.-

# Foundations to underwrite value educatior. prog rams In the 
puniic schools. 

# ~ join in this natior:al e:fort ':>y promot ing 
civl.c and personal va l ues in th~ir programming . 

The statement indicat.ed that the school syst.e:r.ls do tea.ch 

i values, hOHever 

t such as honesty I 

~ ! t.he5e are not necessar:'ly the core :nor?l values 

ir.tegrity _1I 

(Ful l text of statement attached) 

-----------~-~.--.-.--

\ 
\ 
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Catholic Representatives 

.~ 

~ 

r Most Rev. William H. Reeler 
Archbishop of Baltimore 
Co-Chairman 

Episcopal M.oderato r of catholic-Jewi sh Relations 

John Cardinal ODConnor 
Archbi~hop of New York 

Most R6v. J. Francis B~artord 
Archbishop of Denver 

\ 
Most Rev. Eugene Marino 
Archbishop of Altant a 

Most Rev. Joseph J. Ge~ry, O.B.B. 
Bishop of Portland 

Kos't Rev. Edward T. Huqhas 
6,ishop of Metuchen, NJ 

Most Rev. Basil Losten 
Eparch of Stamford 

Most ReV. Norbert M. Dorsey, C.P. ~ 
Auxiliary Bishop of Miami 

Most Rev. James H. Garland 
Auxiliary Bishop of Cincinnati 

Most Rev. BOWard U. Kmtec 
Auxiliary Bishop of Trenton 

Most Rev. William c. Newman 
Auxiliary Bishop of Baltimore 

., 

CONSULTiLfIlTS; 

Rev . Msgr . Royale M. Vadakin 
Eculnenical a nd I nterrel i giou s 
Affa irs 

Los Angeles 

nay. John o OConnor, 6. J . 
Director of Social Development 
Archdiocese of Washington 

/ 

Rev. Michael MCGarry, C.B.P. 
Paulist College 
Washington, DC \ 

Bro. William J. Martyn, B.A. 
Ecumenical Commission 
New York,. NY 

Richard nuffy 
Departme nt of Education, 
U.S. Catholic Conference 

STAFF: 

Dr. Euqene Fisher 

/ 

/ 

Executive Secretary ~ 
Secretaria t f or Catholi.c-jewish 

Relat ions , NCCb ~ 

Rev. John E. Hotchkin 
Execu tive Director, BCEIA 
Washington, DC 

i 
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Jewish Representatives 

Rabbi Jack Bempora~, Cent ral Conference of American Rabbis 
(CCAR ), Chairman, seA Interreligious Affai rs' committee, Lawre nce, 
NY 

Rabbi stanley Davids (CCAR ) I Co- Chairma n , 'Israe l Affairs 
committee, New York , NY 

Rabbi Jerome Davidson, Un i on of Americ an Hebrew Congreg ations , 
seA First vice-President 

Rabbi Joseph ~hrenkranz, Rabbinical council of America (RCA), seA 
Board of Governors, stamford, CT 

Rabbi Jerome Epstei n . Executive Vice -President, The u n ited 
Synagogue of Americ~ (US) 

Rabbi Harvey Fields (CCAR) & Los .ll.ngeles, CA 

Rabbi Ez r a Pinkelstein , Rabbin ica l Assemb l y (~.), Syosset , NY 

Rabbi Ra.fael Grossman (RCA) I SeA Board of Goveri10rs I IJIemphis , TN, 

:p,abbi Wolfe Kel.rn.,i1 <10-), Ne \'! York, NY 

Rabbi Gilbe:rt. Xlaperman (RCA), past Pt"esident, s eA, Brooklyn , 

Rabbi David Lihcol n (RA), Nevi York city , SCA Board of Gove rnors 

Rabbi Haskel Lookstein (RCA), second vice President , seA 
Chairman, Israel Affairs Committee, New YOr k, NY 

Rabbi Joel Meyers (RA) , Exec utive Di rector, The Rabbin ica l 
Assembly 

Rabbi David saperstein, Director Religious Act ion Center , UAHC 
Washington, DC 

Rabbi Fabian schonfeld, Co-Chairman, seA I nterrel i gious Affa i rs 
committee, Leader of RCA delegation to SCA, Queens 

Rabbi Allan Schran~ (RA), Los Angeles, CA 

Rabbi Max Schreier, President RCA, SeA Board of Gove rnors, 
Brooklyn 

Rabbi Joseph Shapiro , RCA, Queens 

Dr. Morton Biegel (USA), Department of Regional and Extension 
Activities, New York, NY 
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Rabbi ~arc Tanenbaum CRA) . New York, NY 

~abbi sinyamin Walfish , Execut ive v i ce 'Pr es i dent, RCA, New Yo r k , 
NY 

Rabbi Mordecai Waxman (RA) , Past P r es ident SCA , Great Neck, NY, 
Chairman, SeA Task Fo r c e on Int e rnational ~ f fa i rs 

Ra}»))! Marc winer (CCAR ) , seA Board of Gov ernors, ~-fui.. te Pla ins, NY 

RaJ;)bi Jeffre y wohlberg CRA ) , SeA Boa r d of Governors, Wash i ngton, 
DC 

/ 
Rabbi Alfred Wolf (CCAR ), Los Angeles 

Rabbi Wal tar wu rzbu rg e r . (RCA), Past Presi dent SeA, i,arJr,encE: I NY 

Rabbi Ri chard Yell i n (RA), seA Chairman, Domestic Af fairs, Boston 

Rabbi Joel Zaiman , (RA). Pr esident, seA , Baltimore 

seA Staff; 
Rabbi Henry D. Michelman, Ex e c utiv e Vice Pres i dent 
Dr. Leon Feldma n , Inter religious Af f a i rs Consu l ta n t 
Dr. Gilbert Kahn , Consult a nt o n Social Policy 
Mr . Gunther Lawrenc e, Di rector of In f ormat ion 
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Embargoed until 12 Noon, Tuesday, June 19, 1990 

IIA Lesson of Value" 
]I. Joint Statement on Noral Education 

In the public Schools 

By The Interreligious Affairs committee 
of The Synagogue Council of America, and 

The Bishops · committee for EcuJlenical and Interreligious Affairs 
of The ~ationa: Conference of Bi shops 

American publ i c schoo:s fe e ~ inhiJ:.ited .£:.b~:lt ';:eaching moral 

values, yet. v;e are los i ng our children. 

Drug addict ion, depres5ic~ . sui cide, prcmiscuity , cr i me, 

alienation, A:DS~ academic f.ailure ~ e~ot icnal i llness, teen 

pregnancy, alcohol ism, into::'eran:::e. v iole'!1ce t.:-,e l itany of 

problems besetting AneLica~ yout~ seems to have no end . 

Hhy? 

What have we done -- or failed to do-- tha t has brought this 

plague upon our children? What must we do to figh t it? 

Obviously, there are no simple answe:L~.' But from our 

perspective as relig ious l eaders, these maladies are only symptoms 

=.. of a deeper and more basic probler.l : 5 lack of fundamental value-s. 

These values, 1 i lce honesty , compassion , integr i ty I tolerance, 

-/ lOyaltY, and belief in human Harth and dignit.y , are embedded in our 

\ respective rel igious traditions and i n the civic fabric of our 

(jsociety. They are the very underpinnings of our lives. , 

There is broad consensus among Americans, regardless of 
I 

,religion and cultural background, concerning- these values . 

In a world where :.:~-~~rm .. ",.:~I:~~+;i.p.f'~ .~on is pressed upon 
, -~,."'- 7I'~~;:.;~: -'~ - ,~ 

qhildren by their peers, . the media, and many adults, to raise a 

~ ... . . , . 

,i 
J 

" ~I 
.,: 

,-
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young person without c: .:; .;!s i .: va ~ , ll $ '3',y ~- ',:-=-:-r, i s .'\:O -;: a st him or her 

tI' adrift. 

,i . t ' d " 

'let we persist in chea t i n;, our c hild :..-e n of this cri t ica lly 

I": 'lmportan e ucatl.on -- necessa.ry i f t.hey ar~ ·to ~=O IrJ to respect, 
\ 

cherish, and care for themselves and. ;oti"!.ers . 

Traditionally , the familYr the chur ch or synagogue, the 

school, a~d the government hav e work e6 t o educa t e children in bas i c 

values. But in recent years, -:':"' ·~:.e has ::J~~zX"" a q:::-cwi ng reluctance 

' . /~" J' ~9' ::'~~h values in our public educe: 'c'io!':al sy 5te:r,~ :::It.:t: cf a fear that 

" children might be indoctrinated with a spe:::i. f5 . ~ ;:'2.~~igious belief. 
" . , 

All major .relig i~~s advocate t~es9 -.Jc.::' tle.s , as do the 
.'" 

constitution and,the Bill of Rights, much o f t. he world's greatest 

literature, and ethical business p:cact:,c25 as Hell. We are 

convinced that eve'n .=.part from the context of a specific faith , it 

~, is possible ~_,,:-, t~.ac~_ .the __ !2~ :?!'.l.C!.f-,§P . :YA.¢_~es. 
r ""-··~ ·"'-·="""""~~~:..:.._ ... _;· .. ·,, ~ ·,~-:- . .. 

J' ........ .,.. ...... 1;- fact, public school s f1g teach values a :': l.:he time -- but 
• • , _L' .~; _ 

). :'~ , they are not neces,sarily the core moral values . Indeed, by 

.1 · de.liber~t~lY excluding these 

\ curriculum, the educat ional system ' actually 

shared. .. . 'moral values frqm the 

d " ~" un erml.nes them. 

\ .'Childr'en naturally look .to the school to provide them with 

It is all too easy for children to assume 

~ , that information not taught in school cannot be very impQrtant . 

, ., ', it impo~tant kno';'ledge. 

_ 1 . .. . 

\ 
, 
\ 

\': 

'. 

. . To raise ' a generation without an under~tanding of values is \ --.. ~... "- "- -':"~ :: '.~ --= .... ". "-The 'specter of a to assure disaster. Children are the future. 

nation" with an amoral , citizenry is terrible to contemp late . The ... - ' . _ .. -..,,~:~ 

damage would be irreversible. If we cannot teach our children 

( values, whC? will teach their children values? 

-'- -

/ 



'. / ',y We recognize that parents have a responsibility to teach 

values. Indeed, in such a mor.all y. ap!'lthetic environment, that so 
\'"~ ._._. ---_ ...... . 

many parents have instilled strongly-grounded values in their 

children is testimony to the unique role parents have in shaping 

their children ' s lives . (In fact, these children are important 

resources both as role models to their peers and in values 

education, ) 

,. But in our soc ~ety parents can use all the help they can get. 
.;.. • " : . 1. · , .~~_~·.':: 1.",l";'f.'i."~.W"'-.~0!:'.:",;",,".c.·2'~·~ .. ;~ .,t. ·::.:~-~:-:----

. 'i 

i('. ". \ :::::::::' m:.:l i:"b:::e::~::::c" t::r:.o:esc::~o::~i:~eg:::::tin:: 
_ the total cl..lrricul1..im, c:::d correspor.cU.~.g to student needs and 
: \ ---~.-. --~--",--~ ...... ,",""",""," ' 

,. community consensus . 

There is a gLO<l :'l.d 5'~,·ell of SL'.ppo:ct. frail'. parents, teachers, and 

government, religi ous a~d. corr.rr,'-!nj,ty 12ader~ t-.'ho a;-e strug'gling for 

a renewed m?ral vi s i c n. v;i<;:i;.:"r. -:'hE. Fl.I.blic: schools, grounded in the 

realize that our cour::~:.:"y is :~o~e t.\~e. :. a lc!1c: it is a people -- a 

(

people historically ac;"0.ir~d foz:

i: religious tradi tions, 

i '':5 :(;.:':0':' iC5.:'':'y ·-based values ·and 

I 

the herculean strug9':"~ tv 6.ev~~o, ou r s.=~~c.:,:.. .. ;;: 'into moral 

communities. Mar.::l 5 :::'1001 2~csllent values' 
~',;tM;;'~-

education programs. ~'ie z.-acf;g~"':: ~.2 ~ a::-.d. ,:r~i~e t ~~<= efforts of these 

dedicated parents .;; ::d t~8.d"":e::s 1:1":"0 have £O~l~ih':: i:.. :.~.~ ~~aralyzing fear 

that prevents vah ... e5 ed;,zc~t.i o~. ' . ':let, sU:Ost.ant.:'a: e v en drastic 

systentic change is stil: :,".8c,zs-s~ry :'f we as Q. nation are to salvage 

the :moral fibre of DU:>::" c!:~.i1.d;:en. '-.. 
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To bring about that basic change, we urge that: 

1. Those responsible for schooling at the local, state, and 

national lev.els ,convene the administrators, teachers, 

parents, ·students, '·. and citizens to address the moral 
-. ' 1" " 

f~ •• . - ( 
-v~ educational needs of children and y:ol).ng people:. We call =_ - ! \~. .' ____ ..... ~~ ..::...-:;-:::~;L,-:..-.-:=- :':':' :::-,-;'''--''~ ; ' '~ ' ~'<:';=-~ '. <:;:- ;:.. --' _ _ ._-'<0' - - -- .! ' .. ~ - __ ~~ -.j:\ 

"-"""H·".--4:;. .... ·-,;.~ ... .-:." :>fo:r- state·4gov-ern6rs and' legislat~ive _leader.s_hip. to create ~. ' 

.' , <t~ committees to promote, v~!.ues ed~6atio~ ' in the public' 

/.' ...... : < -_.*, .-J ., . SCho61s·: • . ~ .. ~ .... # :... .L_~ _ ! . 

2, Pu~l~.c, schools introduce moral education into their 

curricula;" that the schools use text b ooks I r e sources and 

I. teaching 

\, personal 

methodologies that emphas i z e b a s ic civ ic and 

v.alues. (lve repeat that ·,: ::~ i. s c::,, '_ be ~one apart 

...... from teaching a specific rel ':';:.o :..lS f~::'tr . . ) We calIon 

school boards to s t ate c le~ rl y t:--:.e v alu es they will teach 

~. and how they will te~ ,-=::' \: :i.el:\ , 

3. All faiths work t.~;e"Cher to b ring about syste mic change 

and to encourage the teaching of values in publiG 

schools. To facilitate this effort we will strongly 

recommend a joint commission to meet quarterly to 

evaluate matters pending in the court~ and. before the 

Congress that will affect the promotion of values 

education in America. 

4. Foundations underwrite values education prograEs in 

public schools. 

5. The media, .especiallY telev ision, promote civic and 

,' . . personal values in their progr aIl'llT:ing . 
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• •• 
6. For our part, we will: 

a. Establish within our consultation an ad hoc 

committee to discuss this issue and make 

recoI!lInendations on the substance of value based 

curricula and teachii"lg r..='th·:',:'olog ies . We will 

assist i n provi ding ~e~c~ing ~aterials and guides 

dialo~~e abcu~ ~oral ed~cation in the public 

school s ; \o;e ask that. 'Chis dialogue take place in 

state Jewish Councils; Catho l i c Conferences, and 

ministerial associations . 

c . s upport aC:.;c2.tiona:'. cppcr t'.mi ti25 to teach values -

-

Children are not born wi th va:' 1.10 5 Q. :~ )F 1':'l.::.~ e tha;") they are born 

~~ with math and reading skills. In a nation that spends billions of 

;.. dollars to influence youth as to which cars to buy and which 

I clot~es t~ wear, it is a national disgrace to fail to teach basic 

" values in the public schools. 

Our children need these values. Our society requires them. 

We, as a nation, can teach them. We must teach them now -- before 

we lose our children. 

MB:5/1/90 
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Rabbi Marc H •. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

De~r Marc: 

June 20, 1990 

As you know, it has been pretty busy, but I wanted 
t o take a moment to let you know that I appreciated 
your pi~ce "St. John's ' Hospice F8~tS Versus Percep-
tions." While ' ! hope thi s issue i s behind us , it was 
important t o put it i nt o perspective. 

With every good wish, 

Foxman 

AHF:dkj 

823 United Nations Plaza. New York. NY 10017 (21.2) 490-2525 Cable-: ANTIDEFAMElTelex: 649278/FAX: (212) 867-0779 



J u 1 Y 9, 1990 801 Corporate Center Drive· Pomona, CA 91768· (714) 620-8500 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Recently a very important decision regarding obscenity laws was handed 
down in a U.S. Federal District Court in the state of Florida. In this 
decision, Judge Jose A. Gonzales found the lyrics of the rap group 2 
live Crew's 1.7 million selling album, liAs Nasty As They Wanna Bell . to 
be legally obscene. This is the first time in history that an album 
has been declared obscene. 

Because of the nature of your pos it i on wi th the Re 1 i gi ous All i ance 
Against Pornography, I know that you are concerned with the invasion of 
obscenity in our nation. Although I understand your primary concern is 
hard core pornography, ! would like to underline the fact that 2 Live 
Crew's album is lega11y obscene . To this end I am enclosing a lyrical 
analysis of 2 live Crew's "As Nasty As They Wanna Be." Also enclosed 
.. j s the 62 page surrmary of Judge Gonzales I ru 1 i ng in thi s matter and the 
press release sent out by our offices . Further, i~ the sealed envelope 
is a sampling of the lyrics Jud~e Gonzales found obscene. ·A complete 
t ranscri pt of the lyri cs ·i s ava 11 ab 1 e upon request. I must apo 1 ogize 
in advance for the material enclosed herein as it is extremely explicit 
in nature. My intention is not to offend or shock your sens1bil1ties, 
only ·to inform you of the magnitude of what we are dealing with here. 

Armed with this information, I would urge . you to alert. your 
constituents to this issue on two levels. First, it is imperative that 
as many citizens as possible enter the public debate in support of the 
necess ity and va 1 i d ity of obscenity laws. Thi sis esp-eei ally necessary 
at a time when the majority of the media are calling for a total repeal 
of such laws. Secondly, parents need to know that this album is still 
readily available in most states to children of any age. likewise, 
parents ought to encourage their local District Attorney to pursue 
similar action against 2 live Crew, now that three counties have found 
their music legally obscene. 

My staff and I are willing and ready to assist you in any way we can. 
Thank you for allowing me to share my burden with you. 

Robert G. DeMoss, Jr. 
Youth Culture Specialist 

Enclosures 
BROADCASI5: Focus on the Family • ~. Family News in Focus • AdMltuminOdyssey. EnfoqutllIaFamilUl 

PERIODICAlS: focus on the family. OubluJuse • Oubhouse Ir. • Citizm • Physidsm. B~. Brio 

PuBUSHING • FlLMs • FAMm' REsEARrn CoUNOL 
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CATHOLIC DIOC[$E OF LITTLE ROCK 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS 
ARKANSAS CATHOLIC 
CABLE 
RADIO 
TELEVISION 

12 July 1990 

From: Deborah Hilliard, Editor~ 
Arkansas Catholic 

To: Judith Bank!, AJC, "Guidelines" text consultant 
Roslyn Borg, AJC/St. Louis, ' 1984 Eureka Springs study 
Rev~" Vincent Heier, Archdiocese of St. Louis. 1984 Eureka 'Sp:rings study 
Msgr •. Daniel Hoye, NeCS/USce, "Criteria" authorization 
Bishop William ' Keeler, NeCB Catholic-jewish Relations. "Criteria" author 
Rabbi Leonard Klenickl, ADL, "Guidelines" text consultant 
James Lackey. CNS, General News Editor 
Ron Lanoue, NeeJ/Arkansas, Director 
Rabbi Eugene Levy, Temple B'Nai Israel, Little Rock, 1990 AIC study 
Sister Catherine Markey, Diocese of Little Rock, 1990 AlC study 
Arnold Mayersohn, Little Rock, 1990 AIC study 
Harry Robinson, NeCJ, Senior Vice President 
Rabbi James Rudin, AJe 
Dr . Leonard Swidler, Temple University, "No Place for Hate" (NCCJ) 

.!Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, % A.JC, "Passion Plays in the United States" 
Samuel Weintraub, % AJC, "Passion Places in the United States," author 
Dr. Elliott Wright, NCeJ. "Guidelines" text consultant 

Re : "The Great Passion Play," Elna Smith Foundation, Eureka Springs, Arkansas 

Since several people have asked me for copies of what has been and 
is being written about the Smith Foundation's Passion Play 1n Arkansas, 
and since all of you listed have in some way shared your expertise and 
time addressing problems posed by such plays, I'm enclosing copies of 
news accounts and editorials regarding the Eureka Springs play for 
your files. 

Following the Arkansas Interfaith Con"ference group's visit to Eureka 
Springs, three objective results followed: 

1. The Arkansas Gazette, long an outspoken foe of Smith's racism, 
took another look at the play through news articles and editorials. 

2. Rabbi Eugene Levy was invited to do an hour show on Little Rock's 
highest-rated talk show. Rabbi invited me to join him in that effort. 
The .show generated a high· number of phone calls to the radio station . 

3. Within about three weeks of our visit, the top leadership of the 
Elna Smith Foundation was re-arranged. There is no way at this point to 
determine if that re-arrangement w11l have any effect on the play. 

Thanks to everyone for the good work that you do. 

P.O. BOX 7417. LImE ROCK. AR 72217. (501) 664·0340 



July 13, 1990 

Amellcan 
Center 
tor InternatIOnal 
leadership 

Dr. Marc Tanenbaum 
45 E . 89th St. 
New York, NY 10128 

Dear Dr. Tanenbaum: 

The American Center for International Leadership is pleased to announce the upcoming 
1990 US-USSR Leadership Conference: "Beyond Chautauqua," The 
conference will take place October 19 - November 3,1990 in the Soviet Union. We invite 
you to serve as the Organizer and Chair of Commission 13 on Religion in Society (see 
enclosed job description). In return for your effens, ACIL will cover your travel, room, 
and board costs in the USSR, waiving the conference fee of $3750. ACIL will also 
provide you with staff assistance in recruiting delegates and fonnulating a commission 
agenda. We shall facilitate communication with your Soviet counterpart(s) in the time 

. leading up to the conference. Enclosed, please find materials describing ACIL and this 
year's Chautauqua Conference 

At the request of the US and Soviet governments. ACn.. has taken over the five-year old 
Chautauqua citizens diplomacy process from the Chautauqua Institute of New York State. 
Both governments felt that the process should continue in a pragmatic vein. focusing on 
professional exchange across a range of 19 disciplines. ACIL's long-standing programs in 
the USSR and its successful track record with the 1988 and 1990 US-USSR Emerging 
Leaders Summits made the Center an ideal candidate to assume responsibility for the 
Chautauqua process. Moreover. ACIL's commitment to international leadership 
development will help convert that process into the major bilateral professional conference 
between the US and USSR. 

There have been five Chautauqua programs in the past, the most recent having been held in 
Pinsburgh in 1989. The Soviet Union will host the 1990 Conference in Leningrad, Minsk 
and Moscow between October 19 and November 3. As currently envisioned, the United 
States will serve as the host for the 1991 or 1992 Conference. 

Approximately 200 high-level delegates from each side will participate in the 1990 
program. The delegates will be divided into 18 specialized commissions in fields ranging 
from politics to the environment (see enclosed list). 

The centerpiece of the 1990 Chautauqua program will be a one-week conference, 
alternating six high-level commission dialogues in specialized areas with plenary sessions 
on select subjects of common interest The specialized nature of the dialogue will enable 
delegates to develop long-tenn. pragmatic relationships with their counterparts in a range of 
fields and to secure cooperative agreements in specific areas. The plenaty sessions will 
enable participants from both sides to share their expertise and gain first-hand knowledge 

of each other's views on international issues. 

401 East Pratt Street 
Wo~d Trade Center, Suite 2415 
Baltimore, Maryland 
11101 
301 5391245 
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July 12. 1990 

Dear Mr. Leban: 
Your letter to the BACK TO GOD HOUR with the enclosure 

of the meditation in TODAY for March 31 was forwarded to me 
a few weeks ago . 

I was sorry to read that you are partially bl~nd. I can 
sympathise with that as I have eye problems also. 

I can understand your concern for the respect we all owe 
the Jewish r ace . My ancestry is Dutch. and my parents have 
often told me of how the Dutch have befriended and protected 
Jewish people in the Netherlands. Already as a small boy I 
had been taught to sympathise with Jewish people for the 
underserved suffering so many of them have had to endure. 
In the Christian Reformed Church · we strongly belie~e the 

Covenant of God with his people is one of the basic truths of 
Scr ipture and have always seen Israel as God"s chosen race, 
and respected . the Jewish people accordingly. So please, dear 
brother, do not think that I would knowingly do anything to 
foster anti-Jewish feelings. If the meditation struck you as 
doing so I am truly s orry. 

You wrote that there is "no reliable historical proof 
that the Jewish reI igious leaders despised , persecuted , and 
ki lIed Jesus " . 

First . with respect to persecution, I would mention, 
with all respect to you, only a couple of incidents in which 
it seems that they did indeed ha r ass holm. In Matthew 12 : 9-14 " 
they asked him a trick question concerning the Sabbath "so 
that they might accuse him" (vs ·10} . In vs 14 we read that 
"the Pharasees went and took counsel against him; how to 
destr·oy him " . We read in Matthew 22:15 that they again "took 
counsel how to entangle him in his talk " _ John 7:32 states 
that ~the chief priests and Pharasees sent officers "to arrest 
h im " . This was because some of the crowd had begun to wonder 
aloud whether this c ould truly be the Christ, (John 7:31). In 
vs 45 the chief pr iests and Pharasees demand " to know why 
their agents returned without Jesus in c ustody . They had 
speci f icall y ordered that Chr ist be ar"rested. And then. to 
show how they despised him, in vs . 52 they scoff: "S~arch 
and see that out of Galilee ar iseth no prophet"" . Many more 
passages could be cited. I ' m sorr y to have to have to list 
these incidents, but it is the inspired recor9. 

Then, as for their killing Jesus, the record again is 
clear. It is evident in the parable in Mark 12 : 1-12 that 
Jesus is speaking of the Pharasees ~hen he states that the 
keepers of the vineyard killed the son of the owner. "And the 
12th verse e xplicitly states that the Pharasees KNEW he was 
say i n9 they were the ones. They nei ther refuted him nor 
denied their intentions. Had they not feared the people, they 
have carried taken him then and there, (vs 12) . 

Their opportunity came later. After they had schemed for 
the illegal arrest of Jesus they made certain he would be 



executed. Pilate knew he should release Jesus. and ' in a 
desperate attempt to set him free he went so far as to offer 
the crowd a choice· between Jesus and Barabbas. It was the 
religious leaders who incited the crowd to shout for 
Barabbas to be released instead of Christ. When Pilate still 
resisted killing Jesus. they argued that they had a law. and 
by that law he must die. When Pilate 'asked what he should do 
with Jesus, ~they cried out. Crucify him. crucify him". When 
Pilate still hesitated they cried. "if you release this 
man you are not Ceasar's friend". Finally Pilate. still 
calling Jesus an innocent man, ~ashed his hands in the basin 
and laid the death of Christ squarely upon their shoulders. 
"He handed (Jesus) over to them to be crucified), (John 
19'16). 

Later, at Pentecost, Peter confronted them with the 
killing of Jesus. "Jesus, whom you by the hand of lawless 
men did crucify and slay". (Acts 2:23). YOU slew him. said 
Peter to the men of Israel (vs 22). and not one of them 
denied it. The wonderful thing is that when he called them 
to repentance they repented and were saved. 

I write all this not to belittle the people of Israel 
and their leaders. What every human must remember is that it 
is possible for all of us t.o crucify Chr ,ist, (Hebrews 6:6). 
I must confess that I have cruci fied him by my -sins. And when 
the HoI y Spi r it conv iets me of that I plead for f orgi veness 
and wonder how I ever could have "crucified the Son of God 
afresh". Far be it from me to blame Jewish le.aders for what I 
mysel f have done a thousa-nd times. 

So, dear Mr. Leban. I did . not write the meditation ~ith 
any anti-Jewish feeling nor was it in any wayan attempt to 
foster such feeling . I was only following the inspired 
record. I ' hope this answers your misgivings concerning the 
meditation in question and I hope there is nothing but 
goodwill between you and me. 

Very sincerely yours · in Christ, 

Rev~ W. Vander Hoven 
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Mark 12:1- U SATURDAY, MARCH 31 
THE LAST RESORT OF GOD 

"'This is the heir. Come, leI's kill him. 
Mark 12:7 

There~s something irrational about sin and the way it 
grips us. There's something irrational about the Way 
we continue in sin even when we know it is killing us. 
But thai 's the way of sin. We see this clearly in the 
parable Jesus told and in the Pharisees' reaction to it. 
The slory was about them; it was a waming. But they 
were outTaged, and later they killed Jesus anyway. 

Our sins lock us into orhit around them. I've read 
that a moth flutters around a light because the heat of 
the light affects the moth's nearest wing in such a way 
that that's the only way the moth can fly. 

Sin's effect is similar. Take Satan, for example. He 
knows he's beaten; why doesn ' t he give up ilnd make 
peace with Jesus? He can't do it. Something in his 
deviltry has cost him his power to reason, and there's 
only one way he can operate--in sin. 

Satan makes his followers what he is. That's why the 
Jewish leaders ' continued to despise Jesus and later 
persecuted him and stubbornly nailed him to a cross 
even though they had received stem warnings. It made 
no difference to know their actions would destroy 
them. The demon of hate within made them madmen. 

Sin will destroy all yaur moral seilse if you keep 
fluttering around it. Never allow sin to draw you into 
orbit. Your only hope is to live in the light of Jesus. 

PRAYER 
Lord, when I am set on sin , help me to' 
repent and obey you . May my gaze never 
waver from you, the Invisible, and from 
your Son, my Savior. In his name, Amen . 

• 
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SENT BY _______ !!?13834920 : S- 5-90 1:03PM- ; 
0713B349~ 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF RA881 

T"'YI~CK SQUARE. 
eAIILIIII : C~ ~"A.IN"T LI:INI:II:IN WIO' 

LONDON. Wc:.IJII .JIIIN 

The ClIief Rabbi. '!be Rt. 1Iar>. lord Jokol:Dvits. has sent the follcwl.ng .... saqe _ 
to -Sir SigDnIId Sternbarq. _ 

Pleose IlCC'ept and amvey ID aU participants my WUII\ greetings <Xl the historic 
neeting ID mte the 25th anniveraazy of Martin llIi:Iu's death. 

The aJ.snificance of arao-iatiD9 the graat JtlWiell It'll "'CFher'a 1111111! with this 
gathering ID pramte inter-faith undarstanQing wUl not be lost on those Who 
ccntinue ID dleriah Martin a.ber'B herit:aqe. lie first gave the tetm 
'dial.cquo· ita opeeific IIIWll.ng of CXIIII1Ullications between different faiths and 
<M!I1tually as a t:.e:m to denota the a:xIIItz1rtive intetpl.ay bet en any eli verse 
hlJllllll qn:q>s. 

Your "",therl.ng of =_ BPS_ parUCIUar IDportance in lleing qraced by the 
liest Ciezman Chancellor Helmut Kohl. Ilia visi<Xl of a united GamIany, itself 
ini tially tued en dialcque between eli verse elaoenta. nay well = cut to be 
the central -fen.tum of caltalp>xary '" .....,. hislDry. 

If INCh IZlifl""tic:n will lead to p".,._a ~ .. stable and UDitEd l'Urclpe, 
lased eX> freedcm and hl.lllOll r1qhts, it cculd well mallie • IIdIEntals caltributi<Xl 
toptllgles, tiCIIIar&I the biblical 1deal. of IIIID'S lImtherhotd to be balled by 
J_ and Chdau.ns al1ke aa the flll.fll'DP\t of their ultJmata aspirations. 
Claarly there are also acute dangers Which will ",,11 for the "I:iIIJSt viqi.lance. 
The lilaely tmDafer of .........J 8\lper _ atabls frail Soviet Russia to 
Germany, as 1mqIe' s dcminant et:OIlaIU.C and political. ..-r, oIwiausly raiseR 
fears of the utzrost qravity lIII'Oll!I those devastated when Cie""""l' was pmvi01S1y 
\nita:! iand 7 iMtit. 

Alalg'B14e the Ilaticns affected. notaJ)ly ~'s neiql\b:)UrS. fepresentati_ 
of the prl.neipal v1ctinB of thet tr"'1ic era moula alae be oon.sul ted en the 
international aa!~ to be davised as a quarantM _lnst any possible 
rel.apan into the tyzanny and agony of the put . 

. 
I hope this llIpartaot qathering. feptasenting the DBjar rel1qloua bees of 
mutual renpac;t and inter-faith fEOUlICUClt1<Xl. will ellphaniza the spiritual 
Inl5erp! nn; oqa Which alene con successfully q>bold the wst new edifi"" of a 
united ~ mn"""f'ltEd to tho p""ou1t of the noblest iAN'S of hllllatl 
fratam1~y; IIDltual trust and the punuit of lIDfal """"'ence. 

I wish YOIff del.\berationa every 8..... .. ~ they be a aouree of abidinq 
bleasin9 for all the lIIOIIy lII1llicno !n the pohtical an wl an spirituel 
oha%ga of those Who ahara this notable ~i""", 

• 



American Jewish Committee 
165 E . 56 Street N.Y. 10022 
Att: Rabbi Mark Tenn~nbaQ~ 

Dear Rabbi: 

17H5 Valley Green Rd. 
Etters , Pa. 17319 
August 7, 1990 

Recently I learned of an American Veterato of WWII who 
makes the cla im that during one of the battles in the 
Pacific he single-handedl y killed 6 0 0 Japanese soldiers. 

Having served my 'couutry during this period, I felt ~ 
great deal of empathy with this individual although I 
faung it hard to believe his claim. I wrote him express
ing my reelings. Soon afterwards I received a large manila 
envelope with copieB of letters from two general officers 
and material In copy form from Japanese sources, photos 
and other data that seem to make up quite a credible case 
as far as his claim is concerned. 

His personal reply to me states that the intervening years 
have been used by military and political sources to stone
wall him because of his being Jewish. He s t ates that he 
no longer seeks the Congo Med. of Honor as to him it has 
become a dubious distinc t ion, a piece of tin, its bea~ers 
dishonored and their heroism a sham. He only recognizes 
the s"lande r that has been heaped on him to discredit fiis 
cl11m and seeks recognition of his act. · To heap insult on 
such an act of heroism of 21 hours under fire is to debase 
this entire nation, all in the name of religioys bigotry. 

I have spoken to him at his .home in Wisconsin for over 45 
minutes and am totally convinced that this man is the re~l 
thing. A thorough investigation is in order and long over
due. It could ve.ry will be that one of this countrytg real
ly great heros of a period when this nation's reloyve Was 
being sorely tested is being ne glected and even dishonored 
because of· his religion. This da!D.ages us all. 

The man is David Rubitsky - 626 Campus Street App. #4 
Milton, Wisconsin 53563 

Thank you Sincerely yours, 



near BlII, 

Marc H. T o.nenba.um 
45 E.,t 89th St. (18 F) 

New York, New York 10128 

I sl.p1y wanted to express te yOH my dee, .,precistt.n 
tor the ,rlvl1ele of servi", bnier yeur oheirmsnahl, 
.t the c.venant Reuse Oversicbt Cemmittee. 

That was one of the moat emotionally com.lex issues 
with Which I have ieen Inv~lve., anQ you steered 
us thro8ch those ahoala with cenaummate skill and 
visicm. 

My ether purpose 1n writ!n, 1a to s~aI8,1Ie for my 
lapse in Ireetine yen as ~l~. I have (one throuch 
some h8avy weeks - a cla8smate .r raine, a lear .friend, 
.le •• r cencer after • three-week coma; another 
classmate an4erwent a seceni heart-byJasa surlery 
last week; and my wife's Vassar c1888mat~ was notiti •• 
tho •• Y ~rore that oh. ho. lymphoma • 

. In any case, I sincerely hG,e that Gur relatlcnshipt 
snG .frlen4ship will continua. It would in tact ~ 
lovely t. hsve luncheon with you When yea are back 
fra8 your holidays. 

With avery ,eed wish to yeu and Mrs. ~lingh8us, I am, 

Cor<ilo11y, 

~c..-

Hr. WUU ... 1l11",haws 
Stnelotch 2 . 
Bronxville, lew York 

10701! 

",t. J I 



Marc H . Tane nbaum 

45. East 89t1. St. ( 18 F) 
Ne~ Yoek, New Yo,k 10128 

Ancust 10, 1990 

Mr. Stanley Hurwitz, President 
.trnited Jewish Appeal 
130 last 59 St. 
lie;" Y~rk; II.Y. 10022 

Pear Stanley, 

My vife,. Pr. Qeorgette Bennett, end I ere enclosing 
OUT checks· amnnnUnc to 81,000.00 earmarked ·for 
O'jierationhod"s • . 

1(e regard it as a sacred "rivllere to help in a JII!"lest 
""y "ttl redeem· tbe cal'Uves" er Soviet Jewry. 

I write a vaekly syndicated CQ1umn fer~A end have 
ion •• a numlier of coluilns en S8viet Jewry. Ithourbt 
tbis ·sempU", Ddilit lie ef interest to yeu end 
yelU' collesgues. . . 

With varmest flOMvisbes, I am, 

Cordially, 

~<"--' 
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Marc H. Tanenbaum 

45 E .. t 89th St, (18 f) 
New York", New York 10128 

Mr. Stanley B. Rorewltl 
President 
Unit •• lavish Appeal 
Suit. JOO - -
99 )'ark Ave. 
Wav terk, W.t. 10016 

Dear stanley, 

Ay,ust 10, 1990 

My wir., Dr. Ga •• ,ette Bennett, and I are anolosinr 
Bur cbecks amount!nc tG ,1,000.00 earmarke4 fer 
Operattan lXoiua. 

We racare it 8S .. aaerM privilege to ball' in a 
m04lest \1111 to "recleem the aa,tlv8s" .tSovlet Jevry; 

I writ. a 81nd1oat&i V8ekly ce1umn r~r JTA (worliwidi) 
and. have •• ne a n1Dl'Mrer colum.na on Soviet Jewry. 
I th •• Cbt this a •• pline m.l,ht -. .t interest to yeu 
ana YOYr c~ll •• r~.s. 

With varm ,0 •• ¥ishee, I. am, 

Conl1ally, 

~ 

MARC H. TANENBAUM 
45 EAST 89TH STREET APT. 18f 
NEW YORK, NY 10128 

----- -.--.. - _._--".-.. -- - - -- ------
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SAMUEL &ltO K.t.T aUOII'1 FOU1COATIO!f. 1110. 

Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York. New York 10022 

Dear Marc: 

34D .... AVE,UIE 

NEW Toa •• !few Yoa. 101M 

30 April 1990 

On behalf of the Directors of the Samuel and May Rudin Foundation. Inc. I am 
pleased to advise you that the following bas been approved: 

General Support grant $10,000 

A check in payment of the above is enclosed herewith. 

We regret to inform you of a reduction in your gram level due to our own budget 
reduction. We encourage you to seek additioanl Supporters for your program. 

Please be advised that we require a detailed, but concise, year-end program reoon 
Your report is ~ue in November 1990. This narrative report should include an itemized 
account of the Rudin grant, the most retent ~ financial statement, and a listing of 
major donors. A proposal for a possible re-grant may also be included (see attached 
guidelines). , 

1£ a report is not filed by the above date. a re-grant will only be considered at 
the conclusion of our grant cycle, pending available funds. Please inform anyone who 
administers the pr6gram, of the due date and the guidelines. or we will not be able to 
consider a re-grant. 

The ~ireirs join me in wishing you continued success . 

.. ' Sincere , 

l:R:b~ _ 

1I1IIIN 

8681 

-""1i! 't '35 0 5 E' 0:1'30E oom i! 0:111 ,.IIUbe't 00011 

",.01 All 'M1I04 Malt 
-a.o." M""~ $K 
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SAMUEl- ""liD HAT BUD"" POUKDATJOH. l1f(l. 

3411 PA.a ""VI!:!I'Ul!: 

Rabbi Marc Tanneobaum 
American Jewisb Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Marc:: 

!O'l!:W TORa. NEw TORa 101114 

30 April 1990 

On behalf of the Directors of the Samuel and May Rudin Foundation, Inc. I am 
pLeased to advise you that the following has been approved: 

Genera] Support gnmt $10,000 

A cbeck in payment of the above is enclosed herewith. 

We regret to inform you of a reduction in your grant level due to our own budget 
reduction. We encourage you to seek additioanl supporters for your program. 

Please be advised that we require a detailed, but concise, year-end program rcoorl 
Your report is ~ue in November 1990. This narrative report should include an itemized 
account of the Rudin grant, the most recent ~ financial statement, and a listing of 
major donors. A proposaJ for a possible fe-grant may also be included (see attached 
guidelines). " " 

Tf a report is Dot filed by the above date. a re-grant will only he coasidered at 
the conclusion of our grant cycle, pending available funds. Please inform anyone who 
administers the pr6gram, of the due date and the guidelines, or we will not be able to 
consider are-grant " 

The Directors join me in wishing you continued success . 

. j Sin<ep 
~ 

LR:ba 

.D "I~'1';1S a SE,O:t'30'EOOmllO:IGl .nUbU'OO.a 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Pelice qammissioner ~e Brown 
1 hllee"P,laza 
Ie .... Y~rk ~ lC. :·'l . 

Dear L.se, 

Aucust 14, .. 1990 

It was a pleasure bel~, with yo~ 8g81n ~ 

( 

I have f1nally reviewed my files of lists of religious leaders and 
have come u,' vitb thh «r"uplnc~ 

ror the In1t1a1 ~119r meeting, I 8u"est you inv1}8 .t~e names 
marke. ~~. 

~e other names · wu14 lDe KO~ for a l~r«er !Destine subseque~t~y • . 

"8 you veIl know, there is an extensive rellricms netverk C!)f media 
-- T'r~ro~am8, radio, relictGu8 weekly ~;"spa~r8~ and iaa=~~ines . 

At some ~lnt. I think It would ~ 8 coed idea to censlder Invit'nc 
them to 8 aeetin« where you are 41~cus81ng community iS8u9s with 
to." .ec·umen"ic~r r811cious le8.er~~ . . 

rbe religious presa~ ~ think, abculd aliment Invitstians t. the 
religion 'Write:l"s "afthe daily neW~'f!8pftr8 and ~ir9 · serv:iee~ ·· - · 
peo,le llke Peter. ~elnfe18 albi' ~1 C:oldm8D of the Iw Yark 'limes, 
Linda Stevens Gr· the Jew Yerk: Pest, . Davill .P'irostone-"ef' ~Wsci8·YJ all 
first-class reporte~8. " " 

If' I can ita of' any further help, ,lease fael tree to call me 
I; nyt:lnie • 

~ltb ~r~est IO~ . wl~hea, I am, 

COrdiall y, 

.~ 



P. FRED'K OBRECHT & SON 
S nce 1865 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
45 East 89 street (18F) 
New York, New York 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

August 21, 1990 

Thank you for your very kind letter regarding my request, and I 
certainly would wish to express to you my sympathy for the 
personal problems that you have recently experienced. 

Surely, nothing should take precedent over those kinds of human 
concerns, and I am sorry if my request in any way weighed upon 
you. 

With regard to the timeliness of comments from you, I can only 
say that there is simply no one whose insights I would value more 
than yours, and if indeed yOll have the time and the inclination, 
I would greatly appreciate your thoughts. 

I know that you sUbscribe to the Baltimore Jewish Times, but in 
the event that you missed it, I have enclosed a copy of what I 
think is an excellent article by Arthur Megida. 

with kindest personal regards, and again, thanks for your lovely 
consideration in dropping me a note. ve(t yours~ 

Charles F. Obrecht~-------

CFO/cfh 

Enclosure 

9475 DEERECO ROAD TIMON IUM , MARYLAND 21 0 93 TELEPHONE: 301-561-5858· FAX: 3 0 1-561-8033 
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August 2 3 , 1990 

Dear Marc: 

Joel A. Gallob 
4511 SW Lakeview Blvd. 
Lake Oswego: OR 97035 

I will be leaving Oregon shortly and ey,pect to arrive in New York in 
the second or third week in September. I will get in touch by phone 
shortly thereafter. In the meanwhile , I want you to know how much I 
appreci ate your .. ,i IIi ngness to hel pin my post-l aw school job hunt. 

Harvard Environmental La .. , Revie", has just given me its oral 
acceptance for a second writing of m1ne. This one regards 
transhorder pollution and assesses varioLis approaches to combatting 
the problem. I was hoping to have Harvard International Law Review 
bite first on this one , since that would help open additional routes 
to my next job, but one doesn~t a r gue with an acceptance by Harvard 
Environmental. 

I wil l want to sit down with you over lunch or drinks and e~plain to 
you who I have become and what I wish to do next. In preparation 
therefor: I am enclosing a number of writings of mine. You may 
remember the piece I did for you regarding the Andy Young-PLO 
imbroglio and how I ended it by castigating the Christian left for 
taking side'!:. rather than acting a s mediatol~. As you will see, it is 
thAt aspect of my thinking <rAther than the angry young idealist 
side) that has matured through my writings - although this does not 
mean I have c.eased enjoying a good polit i cal or legal fight. At risk 
of some duplication of what I sent you in my last ietter, I am 
enclosing a number of documents for you to revie"'. Enclosed are: 

.hQQ~~~g_EQc_~~~_!~_all_I~g_~CQ~g_El~£g§~_!~tgC~~t~QQ~l_~~~_~Q_tn~_ 
g!!!~C9.~!29._t!~!.ii=eQ!.~~_~QC!'Q ~ from my La"l school ~ s International 
Legal Perspectives <ILP) journal. This article anticipates the 
shape of the world~s response to the Iraqi aggression, but rather 
underestimates the danger of the a~ti-semitism unleashed by the 
decline of Russian imperial power. (Please ~Drgive th~ bad 
typssetting and proofreading; ILP is a new publ ic:at.ion~) 
Two letters to the editor (IQ~_Qc~gQDiEQ) about poverty and 
homelessness. 
Three ather letters to !~~_Qc~gQQ~~Q r egarding 1) Cambodia <prior 
to the recent U.S. conversion to sanity there); 2} the peace 
outbreak (dated August 1988 when things looked a bit rosier than 
they do right now); and 3) the Mega Borg oil spill~ which urges 
the local editor to publicize environmental successes. 
~~h~~g_!~~_~Q~Q!~iQ~Qi_Eii_i~~_HaC~~_!C~~2QQ~~Q~CY_~Ql!~i~Q!2~_i~~_ 
!~Z~_Qc~ii_!c~~iY_~QC_gg~2!_~S~~2§_2QQ_B~~~QY_~~Q_~h~_~i~i~_g£_ 
ih~_~2C~~_B~~~is~~_!~2~§~2~~Q~~Y_~~~~~Q~~~~i~!_E!~i~iiff· This 
is the '!:.econd essay accepted by Harvard ~nd pertains to 
international environmental law. 



-2-

I am not sending the first Harvard article since in its present form 
it is rather bulky. It will be smaller when Harvard gets it p r inted, 
and when they do (they are behind schedule), I will send you a copy. 

There are several directions in which I may ne~t mOVE, so as you go 
over these papers, please don~t limit your thinking only to possible 
legal positions - significant possibilities in writing~ politics, and 
administrative work now appear open to me. For the time being , the 
enclosed should be more than enough to give you an idea of th.e kind 
of thinking I am doing and the quality of wor-k that I now have to 
offer. I look forward to seeing you again. ' 

Many thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Joel Gallob 
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THE LUTHERAN WORLD FEDERATION 
LUTHER1SCHER WELTBUND - l.UTHERSKA VARLDSF'ORBUNDET • FtDt::RATION It..rrH£RIENNE MONDIAlE 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATION 

P,O, Box 2 100 
Route de Ferney 150 
1211 Gelle1(' 2, $wiaerlllld 
Tel: (022) 191 61 II 
Tcle.: .15 730 OIK Of 
Cable: LtrrHWOR.l.D GENEVA 
Tclcfu : (022) 198 86 16 

August 31, 1990 

Deal:" Marc : 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th Street )18 F) 
New York, New York 10128 

USA 

My colleague of the LWF Information Bureau, David 
Bramley, showed me your renewal notice for Lutheran 
World Information and your attached note. I could 
not but drop you a note both of gratitude and quickly 
to renew contact. 

Much has, indeed, happened since our first contact 
in connection with the publication by Fortress Press 
of Speakinq of God Today. Your work has meant a very 
great deal to Jewish - Christian dialogue, not least 
within Lutheranism. I hope per~onally that some of 
the initial vigor of that dialogue can be ' renewed. 

My six years with the LWF have brought me into new 
worlds, and they have been stimulating indeed. We 
anticipate retur,ning to the U.S., though, sometime 
in 1991, al~hough no position is yet awaiting me! 

In all of this I hope our contact , can be renewed. 
Best wishes to you. 

NAH:bf 

S1.~erely 
/rd'l~ 

No rman A. 
Oi rect,or 

" " 

yours, 

Hjelm 



,. 

SEYMOUR D. REICH 
INTERNATIONAL LIAISON COMMIlTEE 

OF TIlE 
VATICAN COMMISSION FOR RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH TIlE JEWS 

AND 
THE INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMIlTEE FOR INTERRELIGIOUS 

CONSULTATIONS 
PRAGUE, THE CZECH AND SLOVAK FEDERAL REPUBLIC 

SEPTEMBER 3, 1990 

I AM PLEASED TO BE PART OF SO AUGUST AN ASSEMBLY. I AM DELIGHTED 

TO WELCOME ALL OF YOU HERE. IF I MAY CITE THE SPIRIT OF THE 

PSALMIST, "HOW GOOD AND PLEASANT IT IS FOR BROTHERS" TO MEET 

TOGETHER IN MUTUAL RESPECT AND HUMAN SOLIDARITY . 

. THE INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMIlTEE FOR INTERRELIGIOUS 

CONSULTATIONS -- IJCIC -- IS THE MOST BROADLY REPRESENTIVE JEWISH 

BODY INVOLVED IN CONTINUOUS DIALOGUE WITH THE VATICAN 

SECRETARIAT ON RELIGIOUS RELATIONS WITH THE JEWS. OUR GROUP 

SPANS ALL BRANCHES OF JUDAISM AND JEWISH COMMUNITIES 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. THE JEWISH DELEGATES IN THIS ROOM COME 

FROM NORTH AMERICA, EUROPE, LATIN AMERICA AND ISRAEL, MAJOR 

JEWISH COMMUNITIES IN THE WORLD TODAY. 

WE IN THIS ROOM REPRESENT TWO DISTINCTLY DIFFERENT FAITHS. AT THE 
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SAME TIME, AS WE OPEN OUR THREE DAYS OF DIALOGUE AND 

DELIBERATIONS, I AM CERTAIN THAT WE SHARE A COMMON ASPIRATION 

THAT TOGETHER WE MAY HELP CONTRIBUTE IN THIS CHALLENGING TIME 

TO AFFIRMING THE INFINITE VALUE OF EVERY HUMAN LIFE CREATED IN 

THE DMNE IMAGE AND TO THE ADVANCMENT OF RIGHTOUSNESS AND 

PEACE BE'IWEEN PEOPLES AND NATIONS. 

AND WHAT BETTER PLACE TO HOLD THESE MEETINGS THAN IN A COUNTRY, 

IN A REGION, THAT, MIRACULOUSLY, HAS EXPERIENCED A NEW BEGINNING. 

I SAY 'MIRACULOUS" BECAUSE WHO WOULD HAVE BELIEVED EVEN A YEAR 

AGO THAT EASTERN EUROPE WOULD TODAY BE EMBARKED ON A JOURNEY 

TOWARD FREEDOM, JUSTICE AND DEMOCRATIC VALUES. 

THIS IS THE FIRST FORMAL MEETING OF THE INTERNATIONAL LIAISON 

COMMITTEE SINCE 1986, EVEN THOUGH THE CATHOLIC·JEWISH DIALOGUE 

HAS BEEN AN ONGOING ONE. 

WE MEET WITHIN SIGHT OF THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF NOSTRA AETATE, 

THE DECLARATION ADOPTED BY THE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL WHICH 

ATTEMPTED TO REDRESS ONE OF HISTORY'S MONUMENTAL EVILS. 

NOSTRA AETATE WAS CLEARLY AN HISTORIC MILESTONE. ITS IMPORTANCE 

IS ALMOST TOO GREAT TO MEASURE. BUT CERTAINLY THE INJUSTICES THAT 

NOSTRA AETATE SOUGHT TO CORRECT HAD BEEN A MILLSTONE, A COLOSSAL 
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WEIGHT, ON OUR lWO COMMUNITIES. 

NOSTRA AETATE HELPED LIFT THAT WEIGHT. IT REVERSED NINETEEN 

HUNDRED YEARS OF HOSTILIlY AND DISDAIN, AND SET US .- OUR lWO 

COMMUNITIES .. ON A PATH, ON A JOURNEY, TOWARD MUTUAL RESPECT 

AND UNDERSTANDING . 

. 
WE ALL KNOW THAT THAT JOURNEY IS NOT FINISHED, THAT WE STILL HAVE 

A LONG ROAD YET TO TRAVEL, THAT MUCH MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE. 

STILL, NOSTRA AETATE WAS A VERY SIGNIFICANT BEGINNING, A TURNING 

POINT IN OUR RELATIONS. 

YES, WE CAN STUMBLE. OUR JOURNEY HAS BEEN TROUBLED IN RECENT 

YEARS BY A SERIES OF EVENTS WHICH, QUITE NATURALLY, BOTH 

COMMUNITIES HAVE INTERPRETED DIFFERENTLY. 

THIS IS NOT THE TIME NOR PLACE FOR ME TO RECOUNT THOSE EVENTS, 

EXCEPT TO SAY THAT, COLLECTIVELY, THEY HAVE LEFT US WITH A 

LINGERING SENSE OF AMBIGUIlY ABOUT THE WAY SOME CHURCH LEADERS 

VIEW THE JEWISH RELIGION, JEWISH HISTORY, AND THE HISTORIC 

CENTRALITY OF ISRAEL TO THE JEWISH PEOPLE. WE HAVE QUESTIONS, 

VERY FRANKLY, ABOUT WHETHER SOME CHURCH AUTHORITES COMPLETELY 

UNDERSTAND FUNDAMENTAL JEWISH ISSUES OF SELF-DEFINITION AND 

IDENTIlY WHICH AFFECT OUR SURVIVAL AS A PEOPLE. 
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THESE DISSONANT EPISODES, HOWEVER, ARE KEPT IN PERSPECTIVE BY THE 

FURTHER POSITIVE STEPS BY THE CATHOLIC CHURCH WHICH BmLD ON 

NOSTRA AETATE AND CONTINUE THE HEALING OF HISTORIC WOUNDS. 

PERHAPS THE ·MOST OUTSTANDING WAS THE FIRST VISIT TO A SYNAGOGUE 

BY THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH SINCE APOSTOLIC TIMES. POPE JOHN PAUL 

II'S EMBRACE OF CHIEF RABBI ELIO TOAFF AT THE GREAT SYNAGOGUE OF 

ROME IN 1986 WAS TRULY AN EMBRACE ACROSS THE AGES. HIS STATEMENT 

THAT "WITH JUDAISM ~ .. WE HAVE A RELATIONSHIP WHICH WE DO NOT HAVE 

WITH ANY OTHER RELIGION. YOU ARE DEARLY BELOVED BROTHERS AND IN 

A CERTAIN WAY ... OUR ELDER BROTHERS' WAS INDEED WELCOME. AND 

PARTICULARLY SO SINCE THE PREVIOUS YEAR - THE 20TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

NOSTRA AETATE •• ·THE POPE DECLARED, .... ANTI·SEMITISM, IN ITS UGLY 

AND SOMETIMES VIOLENT MANIFESTATIONS, SHOULD BE COMPLETELY 

ERADICATED." 

WE ARE MINDFUL THAT IN HIS VERY FIRST AUDIENCE WITH JEWISH 

LEADERS IN 1979, HE ECHOED TIlE SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL'S DISAVOWAL 

OF ANTI·SEMITISM "AS OPPOSED TO THE VERY SPIRIT OF CHRISTIANITY." 

I WAS ONE OF NINE WORLD . JEWIS~ ,t~~,ERS .. 't~~ VJ9!' RABBI 

MORDECAI WAXMAN AND RABBI ~ T~AkWHO ~~ TODAY . n 
.. WHO MET WITH POPE JOHN PAUL II AND OTHER VATICAN OFFICIALS AT 

CASTEL GANDOLFO IN SEPTEMBER 1987. THE MEETING TOOK PLACE AT A 

4 



TIME OF TENSION IN CATHOLIC·JEWISH RELATIONS AND SHORTLY BEFORE 

THE POPE'S VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES. 

WE HEARTILY WELCOMED TIlE VATICAN'S DECISION .. MADE DURING THAT 

MEETING •• TO PREPARE AN OFFICIAL CATHOLIC DOCUMENT ON TIlE 

HOWCAUST, AND TO UNDERTAKE AN HISTORICAL STUDY OFANTI·SEMITISM 

AND ITS CONTEMPORARY MANIFESTATIONS. HOWEVER, WE MUST EXPRESS 

DISAPPOINTMENT THAT THERE HAS BEEN NO SIGNIFICANT MOVEMENT ON 

THAT DECISION IN TIlE THREE YEARS SINCE. 

THE 'SPECIAL MECHANISM" THAT WAS SUPPOSED TO MONITOR CONCERNS 

AND DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE JEWISH WORLD AND TAKE 

COLLABORATIVE ACTION WHERE AND WHEN IT IS NEEDED, HAS ALSO NOT 

YET BEEN PUT IN PLACE. 

EASTERN EUROPE IS AN AREA WHERE MEMORIES OF THE HOLOCAUST ARE 

PARTICULARLY RAW. THE OVERWHELMING NUMBERS OF JEWS WHO WERE 

MASSACRED BY ADOLPH HITLER'S DEATH MACHINE MET TIIEIR FATE IN 

EASTERN EUROPE. IT WAS, IF YOU WILL, NAZI GERMANYS KILLING FIELDS. 

OF COURSE WHILE THE JEWS WERE NAZISM'S PATHOLOGICAL OBSESSION, 

TIlEY WERE CERTAINLY NOT ITS ONLY VICTIMS. MILLIONS OF NON·JEWS 

PERISHED AWNG WITH THE SIX MILLION JEWISH MARTYRS. A GREAT MANY 

OF THOSE NON·JEWS WERE DEVOUT CATHOLICS AND OTHER CHRISTIANS. 
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BUT WE CAN •. WE MUST •• NEVER FORGET THAT TIlE JEWS WERE TARGETED 

FOR TOTAL ANNIHILATION. IN NAZI IDEOLOGY, JEWS AS A GROUP HAD NO 

RIGHT TO EXIST, NO RIGHT TO LIFE. HITLER'S PLAN .. IMPLEMENTED WITH 

COLD AND CALCULATING EFFECTIVENESS •• WAS TO ELIMINATE EVERY LAST 

JEW NOT ONLY FROM EUROPE BUT FROM TIlE ",NTIRE PLANET. 

I MUST SAY IN ALL CANDOR THAT CERTAIN OF TIlE CHURCH'S TRADITIONAL 

TEACHINGS ON JEWS AND JUDAISM, WHICH NOSTRA AETATE SOUGHT TO 

CLEANSE FROM ROMAN CATHOLICISM, PROVIDED SOME OF THE 

PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERPINNINGS FOR TIlE HOWCAUST, JUST AS THEY HAD 

PLAYED A ROLE IN THE MANY POGROMS AND PERSECUTIONS THAT 

PRECEDED IT. THOSE TEACHINGS .. MARKING JEWS AN ACCURSED PEOPLE, 

A "DEICIDE PEOPLE," A "SUPERCEDED" PEOPLE .. BECAME AN UNWITTING 

ACCESSORY TO NAZI GENOCIDE. 

THANK GOD FOR VATICAN II, AND FOR WHAT POPE JOHN XXIII .. OF 

BLESSED MEMORY .. STARTED AND HIS SUCCESSORS HAVE FAITHFULLY 

CONTINUED. 

IF THOSE FORMER TEACHINGS MADE THE CHRISTIAN WORLD MORE 

RECEPTIVE TO HITLER'S EVIL AMBITION, IT IS NO LESS TRUE THAT EASTERN 

EUROPE WAS A PARTICULARLY RECEPTIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR CARRYING IT 

OUT. SUPER·NATIONALISM AND BITTER ETHNIC RIVALRIES WERE RIFE IN 
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PRE-WAR EASTERN EUROPE; IN FACf IT WAS EASTERN EUROPE'S SCOURGE. 

CULTURAL, RELIGIOUS AND LINGUISTIC BIGOTRY HAD DEEP ROOTS IN THIS 

REGION, BUT IF THERE WAS ONE OVERARCHING ANIMUS, IT WAS TOWARD 

JEWS. 

ANTI-~EMITISM IN PRE-WAR EASTERN EUROPE WAS TRAGICALLY A COMMON 

CULTURAL CURRENCY. AND JEWS -, J. Pli9P"E! Ai:;l:; '68 eeP1SPI~tlQJJS 

.JBilEl.lC::;'AIJI~ISilE;:'~ ~£OU;E'-'TITII-l!IIrl"'.!S~Ii~i~E~I~",E~':!,I'f~R:liF~rJJIG~IU;O~[I,IIhIV'!\iBlB-€CUt!~i;'l'I'l'IlJRRliIir, A.'\l\W1>WolIjEIIIa=~~S~E OF 

~~ PR9l\flPffit;wr In BM3Ii4ESS -Mi(S IHE If!Y2¥"SfIoNS -- WERE A 

FAVORED SCAPEGOAT FOR DEMAGOGIC POLITICIANS SEEKING TO RALLY THE 

PEOPLE BEHIND THEM. 

TODAY A NEW EASTERN EUROPE IS AWAKENING AFTER THE ENFORCED 

SLUMBER OF FOUR DECADES OF COMMUNISM. WITH THE STEEL BLANKET 

OF COMMUNIST RULE REMOVED, EASTERN EUROPE IS FREE TO RISE UP TO 

THE OPPORTUNITIES OF FREEDOM -- FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE, FREEDOM 

OF RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL EXPRESSION, AND FREE ENTERPRISE. 

BUT FREEDOM IN OUR TEMPORAL WORLD ALSO MEANS FREE WILL 

EASTERN EUROPE HAS THE FREE WILL TO CHOOSE BETWEEN MOVING 

FORWARD, TOWARD A BRIGHT, PROGRESSIVE AND HOPEFULLY PROSPEROUS 

FUTURE, OR MOVING BACKWARD, TO A DARKER PAST, A PAST OF 

DESTRUCfIVE ANTAGONISMS AND OF DMSIVE POLITICS TlIAT EXPWITED 

THOSE ANTAGONISMS. 
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BACK TO THE PAST, OR FORWARD TO THE FUTURE - WHICH WILL IT BE? 

IN EASTERN EUROPE TODAY WE SEE SIGNS OF BOTH. IT IS HEARTENING • 

• THRILLING, ACTUALLY·· TO SEE ONE EASTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRY AFTER 

THE OTHER EMBRACE THE IDEALS OF DEMOCRACY, FREE ENTERPRISE, AND 

HUMAN RIGHTS. A NUMBER OF COUNTRIES HAVE MADE REAL STRIDES. 

BUT WE CANNOT BE UNCONCERNED •• PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF THAT 

EASTERN EUROPEAN PAST I SPOKE OF - OVER SIGNS THAT ANTI·SEMITISM 

MAY ONCE AGAIN BECOME POLITICAL AND POPULIST CURRENCY IN THESE 

COUNTRIES. IN ,DESECRATIONS OF · SYNAOGUES AND CEMETERIES, IN 

GRAFITTI ON LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF CAMPAIGN POSTERS, IN 

·INNUENDOES AND SOMETIMES BLUNTER PRONOUNCEMENTS IN THE PRESS, 

FROM POLITICAL LEADERS, AND OCCASIONALLY A CHURCH LEADER, WE SEE 

A FAMILIAR AND FRIGHTENING PATTERN. 

THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IS GRATIFIED THAT SOME PRELIMINARY STEPS 

HAVE BEEN TAKEN BY CATHOLIC LEADERS •• IN POLAND, THE CZECH AND 

SLOVAK FEDERAL REPUBLIC, AND HUNGARY, FOR INSTANCE •• TO 

UNEQUIVOCALLY DENOUNCE AND ACTIVELY DISCOURAGE THIS TREND. THAT 

IS IMPORTANT, AND I HOPE THAT IT WILL CONTINUE AND THAT IT WILL 

GROW. 

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH •• WHICH HAS SO MANY ADHERENTS IN 
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EASTERN EUROPE •• CAN PLAY A VERY SALUTARY ROLE IN PROMOTING 

UNDERSTANDING AND RESPECT BETWEEN NATIONAL AND ETHNIC GROUPS. 

TIlE VATICAN CAN HELP INSPIRE AND GUIDE THE LOCAL CHURCHES SO 

THAT THEY WILL NOT ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BECOME INSTRUMENTS OF 

TIIESE DIVISIONS. AFTER ALL, IN A REGION INHABITED NOT JUST BY 

CATIIOLlCS, BUT PROTESTANTS, EASTERN ORTIIODOX, MOSLEMS, AS WELL 

AS JEWS, TIlE CHURCH HAS A MORAL STAKE IN PROMOTING AUTIIENTIC 

PLURALISM. PROMOTING A UNION OF RESPECT RATIIER TIIAN TIlE 

CENTRIFUGALITY OF FEAR AND ALIENATION. 

CERTAINLY, AS FAR AS JEWS ARE CONCERNED, I WOULD HOPE TIlE VATICAN 

WOULD DO ALL IT ' CAN TO SEE THAT NOSTRA AETATE, WHICH HAS 

APPARENTLY GATIIERED DUST ON TIlE LIBRARY SHELVES OF EASTERN 

EUROPE FOR TIlE PAST QUARTER CENTURY .. ANOTIIER UNPLEASANT 

COROLLARY OF COMMUNIST CONTROL .. IS BROUGHT TO TIlE PEOPLE, AND 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. TWENTY·FIVE YEARS AGO NOSTRA AETATE TALKED 

ABOUT "TIlE URGENCY OF CONDEMNING ANTI·SEMITISM." CERTAINLY, WITII 

TIlE SERPENT OF ANTI·SEMITISM AGAIN REARING ITS HEAD IN TIllS PART OF 

TIlE WORLD, TIlE URGENCY IS GREATER TIIAN EVER. , 

INDEED, WE WOULD HOPE THAT TIlE yATlCAN WOULD HELP PROMULGATE 

NOSTRA AETATE ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD WHERE THAT 

ENLIGHTENMENT HAS NOT PENETRATED TIlE POPULACE. IT IS THE PEOPLE, 

AFTER ALL, WHO HAVE TO BE PERSUADED THAT JEWS .. TO QUOTE POPE 
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JOHN PAUL II AGAIN -- ARE THEIR "ELDER BROTHERS," NOT THEIR AGE-OLD 

ENEMIES_ 

WE ARE MOST ENCOURAGED TO LEARN THAT, IN PREPARATION FOR THE 

25TH ANNIVERSARY OF NOSTRA AETATE, THE POLISH CHURCH'S COMMISSION 

FOR .DIALOGUE WITH JUDAISM IS PREPARING A .DOCUMENT THAT WILL 

INTERPRET THE MESSAGE OF NOSTRA AETATE AND VATICAN II TO THE 

POLISH PEOPLE. THAT DOCUMENT WILL REPORTEDLY CONDEMN ANTI

SEMITISM AND ASK JEWISH FORGIVENESS FOR PAST ANTI-SEMITIC 

EXPRESSIONS AND DEEDS. WE ARE MINDFUL THAT A MEMBER OF THAT 

COMMISSION, FATHER MICHAEL CZAJKOWSKi, HAS SAID THAT "IF YOU HATE 

JEWS, YOU ARE NOT A GOOD CHRISTIAN, AND YOU ARE A SINNER" 

BECAUSE OF OUR HISTORY, ANTI-SEMITISM IS JUSTIFIABLY A 

PREOCCUPATION, WHEREVER IT MANIFESTS ITSELF IN THE WORLD. BUT 

ALSO BECAUSE OF OUR HISTORY, ISRAEL -- THE MODERN STATE IN THAT 

ANCIENT AND CHERISHED LAND -- HAS PRIMAL IMPORTANCE FOR WORLD 

JEWRY. WE MUST THEREFORE BE CONCERNED NOT ONLY WHEN THE 

JEWISH STATE IS THREATENED MILITARILY OR ECONOMICALLY, BUT WHEN 

ITS VERY LEGITIMACY IS UNDER CHALLENGE, WHETHER AT THE U.N. OR 

ANYWHERE ELSE. 

THE CURRENT CRISIS IN THE MIDDLE EAST HAS ACUTELY BROUGHT HOME 

THAT ISRAEL LIVES IN A VERY ROUGH NEIGHBORHOOD INDEED. THAT 
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CRISIS HAS ALSO SHOWN TIiAT THE ISRAELI·PALESTINIAN ISSUE IS HARDLY 

THE SOLE CAUSE OF INSTABILITY IN THE REGION. THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

FEELS CERTAIN THAT WERE THERE NO PALESTINIAN ISSUE, IRAQ WOULD 

STILL BE EVERY BIT AS IMPLACABLE TOWARD ISRAEL, AND EVERY BIT AS 

DETERMINED TO DESTROY HER. 

OUR FRIENDS CAN HELP CONTRIBUTE MEANINGFULLY TO THE CAUSE OF 

PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST BY BOLSTERING ISRAEL'S LEGITIMACY. JT IS 

IRglf' 7 TIT WJ:llCAN Is A I til '5 I 

Fall ITE TO 1%31 I bLL DIPL1iIAt,tIC ~k H81ffi Yr1f11l 'ilIE Wi'qsp STATE. 

IT IS T2mEHbI312C,]Pi t.Yl 'lEi" lIb WAIT UNiIL 122Z "' ~SCfIlJL'N 11 EE' £l1 

~ F! !! 'Y In? 1 D = THAT COULD TAKE MANY YEARS, GIVEN ITS .. ""'. , . . . 
COMPLEXITIES AND DIFFICULTIES .. OR UNTIL THE ARAB WORLD FULLY 

ACCEPTS ISRAEL. IT IS TIME FOR THE VATICAN TO OVERCOME ITS 

HESITATIONS AND NORMALIZE ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE STATE OF 

ISRAEL. 

THESE ARE SOME OF OUR JEWISH CONCERNS. WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT 

YOUR CONCERNS .. THE CONCERNS OF OUR CATHOLIC BROTHERS .. OVER 

THE NEXT THREE DAYS, IT IS IMPORTANT FOR BOTH OF US TO BE HEARD 

••• AND TO FEEL HEARD. I HOPE AND PRAY THAT BY THE CLOSE OF THESE 

SESSIONS ON THURSDAY, THE CATHOLlC·JEWISH RELATIONSHIP WILL BE 

INFUSED WITH A NEW SPIRIT, THAT IT WILL BE REVITALIZED, AND THAT OUR 

MEETING IN THIS CITY WILL HAVE REGIRDED THE BRIDGE WHOSE 

11 



, . 

FOUNDATION BLOCKS WERE LAID ON TIfAT HISTORIC DAY, OCTOBER 28, 

1965, WHEN NOSTRA AETATE WAS ADOPTED. 

I PRAY TIfAT THE ALMIGHTY WILL BLESS OUR DAYS TOGETHER WITH 

SUCCESS. 

12 
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Prof. Wladyslaw T. BARTOSZEWSKI 
V SI a uffen t'ergsl r. 8 

0-8900 AUGSBURG 

/ HiS Excellency 
Msgr Edward Idr;s CASSIDY 
Tit. Arc. of Amantia 
President. 
Commission for Religious Relations 
wit h the Jews 
CITTA' DEL VATICANO 

/Father Henri CAZELLES. 
21, rue d'A ssas 

pss 

F-7S006 PARIS ( Francel 

/ Father Jacques Marcel DUBOIS, OP 
Maison Saini lsai'e 

/ , 

./ 

Rehov Gershon Agron 20 
JERUSALEM (Israer! 

Fa I her Jean DUJARDIN 
2 t· is. quai des Celes lin s 
F-7S004 PARIS (Francel 

His Excellency Msgr Pierre DUPREY 
Tit. Bishop of Thit:>aris 
Vice-President 
Commission for ReJigious Relations 
.... ith the Je .... s 
CITTA' DEL VATICANO 

/ Father Bernard DUPUY. OP 
Centre d 'etudes lstina 
45. rue de la Glaciere 
F-7S013 PARIS (France I 

I.Dr • Eugene FISHER, 
NCCB, BCEIA, 
Secretarial for Cal hoI ic
jew ish Re l ations, 
3211 Fourth Street. N.£. 
WASHINGTON D.C. 20017-1194 



Fr. Lawrence FRIZZELL .1 
Selon Hall Universily 
SOU TH ORANGE, NJ 07079 
USA 

Falher PierFr~ncesco FUMAGALLl \f 
Secretary 
Commission for Religious Relations 
with the Jews 
CITTA' DEL VATICANO 

Dr. Wilfried HAGEMANN 
Zentralkomitee der Deutschen Katholiken 
Hoc hkre uza He 246 
Ba d Godesberg 
0-5300 BONN 2 

Prof. Hans Hermann HENRIX 
Bishofliche Akademie des Bistums Aachen 

. Leonhardtslrasse, 18--20: 
0-5100 AACHEN 

His Excel lency 
Archt·ishop William Henry KEELER /' 
Archbishop of Ballimore ... 
Calholic Cenler 
320 Cal hedra I Sa'eel. 
BALTIMORE , MD 21201 ( USA ) 

His Excellency Msgr. Karl LEHMANN 
Bishop of Mainz 
Bischofliches Ordinariat 
Postfach 1560 
Bischofsplatz 2 
0-6500 MA INZ I 

The Most R(>verend (;(Ora Id MAHON. MHM \j 
Bishop of West London f' 
34, Whitehall Gardens 
Acton 
LONDON W3 9RD, England 

His Excf'llency / 
Monsignor Marcos McGRATH 
Archbishop of Panama, 
Apartado 6386 
PANAMA 5 
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Fa I her John F. MORLEY 
Seton Hall University 
SOUTH ORANG E. NJ 07079 

Dr. Pro f. Franz MUSSNER 
Dom platz 8 
D-8390 PASSAU (DDR) 

His Excellency 
Mons . Honryk MUSZYNSK I 
Ku r i a Diecez.ja I na 
uL. Gda nska 2 
P-87-600 WLOC LA WEK 

Dr. Tamas NYIRI 
Sere gely KOz. 7 
H-I037 BUDAPEST 

(USA) 

./ 

, 
?rof. Dr. Kurt SCHUBERT I 
lnstitut rUr.Judaistik 
Ferslelgasse 6/ 12 
A-I090 WIEN 

His Excellency 
Msgr . G. Maxim.ilian STERZINSKY 
Bischof v o n Ber li n 
Wundstrasse 48/50 
Posl fach 191560 
D- I000 BERLI N 

Sua Eminenza Reverendissima / 
11 Signor Cardina·le Frantisek TOMASEK 
Arcit·iskupsky Ordinariai 
Hradcanske na m. 16 
11902 PRAHA (Cec:osJov ac:c:hia ) 

Prof. Jerzy TUROWICZ / " 
Ul. Wislna 12je 
PL- 31-00 7 KRAKOW. Polon i a 

Frau Prof. Erika WEINZIERL 
l nstit u t fUr Zeitgeschichle 
~~~~W il iil Wi on 
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REVISEQ FINAL PROGRAM FOa ' ILC' MEETING 
Septembe]; 3 ... 6"r 1990 ,,-, , 

Mon4ay, september 3, 1990 .:' , . ."" . - ' .:. .. ,-

Morning visit to Theresienstadt , ~,qr ,those wh,~ : h~v::e arrived . 

2:00 

6:00 pm 

7:00 pm 

8:00 -1 0 :3 0 pm 

Afternoon 
Informal opening 
Bishop Pierre Duprey ' 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad 

", ' 

. (, 
" . -- . " 

A(ternoon ., .. " 0 ' ' r' " _ ' " ,~ 
"Church ano Synagogue in the ' Patristic Period" 

-Fr., L. ,Frizzel' (presentation of theme) 
, " " ... 

" " 

"Jews and Chrfstians , in :the Middle Ages" 
-Fr. P.F. Fumagalli (pr~sentation of theme) 

"Mutual Perception of Jews &. Christians From 
Late ' Antiquity Through the Reformation" 

-Prof. David Berger,' .' 

Discussion 

Dinner Break 
,', -

Formal Opening Session 
Archbishop S.J. cassidy 
Seymour D. R~ich 

.. 

'''. ' 

"Roots of Modern Anti-Semitism" 
-Prqf. J. Oujardin/l:'rof . . J,acob Katz 

Discussion ",' 

Tuesday, Septemb.r. , , ~ 19'O ' ; "," 

8 am 

9 am -12 pm 

l2:30-2 p ... 

2:30 pm -5 pm 

6: 30 pm 

steering Committee - IJCIC 

"Historial Reflectiops, ol'). , th,e, ,Sho,al'l~'_ _ 
-Fr . John Morley/Prof. Saul Friedlander 

Discussion 

Lunch ' Break ' 

", ' 

"The Shoah in Christian and Jewish Thought." 
-Prof. B. Gazelles/Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder 

Discussion 

Dinner Break : f ' , '" over 



8p .. -9p. 

, p .. 

Meeting with Jewish Commuriity 
Greetings : ,Dr. D. GalakY 

Alt.r K,.tingj 

Joint Steering Comaittee to besin work for: 
a. progra. for action 
b. possible final dratt .tat .... nt 

Wedne,dat. September 5. 1990 

8_ 
9 _ - 12 pm 

Joint Steering meeting 
Reports fro. witnesses fro. various countriea: 

Leon AbrBllowicz (Prance) lng.M. Fials 
Dr.L.E.Ehrl1ch (Geraany) Bi8hop F.Lobkowicz 
Mr. M. Urn$ (CSl'R) Bishop F.Iiadkovskt 
Mr.Mirll:ovic (Yugoslavia) be M. KaplanoVli 
Dr.S.J .Roth (Hungary Dr.Karol Benel 

Vlad1a1r Roakovec 
(delesatea fro. Prague) 

Diacus.ion 

12.30 - 2 pa Lunch Break 

2pm-5pa 

5.30 pa 

6.30 pm 

9.00 p. 

"Current Upsurse of Anti-Semitis." 
Dr. L. H1razowicz 
Discus.ion 

Meeting with Prantiiek Kardinal To.aliek 
st Archbiahops Palace 

dinner (invited su .. te ~c aleo) 

Iieporta fro. witne8aes (continued) 

Thur.d.x, September 6, 1990 

9 BIl - 10.30 Joint Iteering coaaittee 
Draft Statement to be presented and adopted 

10.30 - 12 p. "Current Upsurse ot Anti-Semitism" 
II Discuasion 

12 - 1.30 p. Preas conference 

(The .eetings ot the ILC will take pIece at the SCIENTIFIC 
TECHNICAL ASSOCIATION - a building which previously belonged to 
the Jewish CoaaunitYi there is still hebrew writing on the fscade. 
The Address is SIRCKA 5, 100 meters around the corner fro. the 
Jewish Rathaus adjoining · the old historic Jewish Cemetery. 



I) Speakers: 

List of Participantso 
ILC Meeting at Prague 
September 3 - 6, 1990 

1) Prof. David Berger, USA 
2) Prof . Saul Friedlander, ISRAEL 
3) Dr. Lukaz Hirszowicz, UK 
4) .Prof. Jacob Katz , ISRAEL*. 
5) Dr. Geoffrey Wigoder, ISRAEL 

II) Experts/Witnesses: 
1) Leon Abramowicz, FRANCE 
2) Dr. E.L. Ehrlich (switzerland) GERMANY 
3) M. Karny, CSFR 
10)M. Mirkowicz, YUGOSLAVIA 
11)Dr. S.J. Roth (U.K.) HUNGARY 

III) Participants. synagogue council of America 
1) Rabbi Jack Bemporad (CCAR) 
2) Herbert Berman (UOJC) 
3) Rabbi G. Bretton-Granatoor (UAHC) 
4) Gunther Lawrence (P.R., SCA) 
5) Rabbi Henry O. Michelman (Exec. V.P., SeA) 
6) Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld (RCA-UOJC) 
7) Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum (RA) 
8) . Rabbi Mordecai Waxman (RA) 
9) Rabbi Marc Winer (CCAR) 
lO)Rabbi Walter S . Wurzburger (RCA) 
11)Rabbi Joel Zaiman (Pres. SCA) 

IV) B'nai Brith 
1) Maurice Honigbaum (France) 
2) Seymour Reich (Chairman IJCIC, USA) 

V) WJC 
1) Israel Singer 
2) Elan steinberg 

vr.IJCIC 
1) Dr. Leon Feldman (SCA, New York) 
2) Prof. Jean Halperin (WJC, Geneva) 
3) Dr. G.M. Riegner (WJC, Geneva) 

VII.Special Invitations 
1) Ma~tin C. Barell (Chairman, Bd. of Governers, SCA) 
2) Rabbi Jordan Pearlson (CJC, Toronto) 
3) Grand Rabbin S . R. Sirat (paris) 
4) Rabbi Henry J. Sobel (LAJC, Sao Paulo) 
5) Rabbi Norman Soloman (UK) 
6) Tullia Zevi (Rome) 

*Subject to Change 
**Dr. Silber (Assistant to Dr . Katz) 

/~ 
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List of the participants 
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0- 5900 AUGSBURG 

His ExcellE.1ncy 
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Tit , Arc. of Amanlia 
President. 
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..... ith the JE.''w's 
CITTA' DEL VATICANO 

Father Henri CAZELLES, pss 
21, rue d' Assas 
F-7S006 PARIS (France) 

father Jacques Marcel DUBOIS, OP 
Maison Saint lsaie 
Rehov GE.'t"shon Agron 20 
JERUSALEM (Israel) 

Father jean DUjARDIN 
2 his, quai des Celestins 
F-7S004 PARIS (France) 

His Excellency Msgr PierrE' -DUPREY 
TH. Bishop of Thibaris 
Vice-President 
Commission for Religious Relations 
.... ith the Je ..... s 
CITTA' DEL VATICANO 

Father Bernard DUPUY. OP 
Centre d'etudes lstlna 
45. rue de la Glac iere 
F-7S013 PARIS (France) 

Dr. Eugene FISHER, 
NCCB, BCEIA, 
St>creolariat for Catholic
Je ...... ish ReJations, 
3211 Fourth' Street. N.E. 
WASHI NG TON D.C. 20017-1194 



, . 
... , 

Fr . La\ol're-ncf" FRIZZELL 
St"lon Ha 11 Uni vers ity 
SOUTH ORANGE , NJ 07079 
USA 

Fa the r Pie r Franc(lsco FUMAGALLl 
Sec reI a ry 
Commission for Rel igious Relations 
'With t he JE'"'Ws 
CITTA' DEL VA TICANO 

Dr. Willried HAGEMANN 
Zentralkomitee der Deutschen Katholiken 
Hochkreuza Il e 2L.6 
Bad God f"st'erg 
0- 5300 BONN 2 

Prof. Hans Hermann HENRIX 
Bishofl iche Akademie des Bistums Aachen 
Leonhardtstrasse, U~20 
0-5100 AACHEN 

His Excellenc y 
Archbishop Wil1i~m Henry KEELER 
Archbishop of Baltimore 
CathoHc Center 
320 Cat hedra I Street. 
BALTIMORE, MD 21201 (USA) 

His Excellency Msgr. Karl LEHMANN 
Bishop of Mainz 
BischBfliches Ordinariat 
Postfach 1560 
Bischofspla t z 2 
0-6500 MAINZ 1 

The Most Reverend Gera Id MAHON. MHM 
Bishop of West London 
34. Whitehall Gardens 
Acton 
LONDON W3 9RD, England 

His Excellency 
MonSignor Marcos McGRATH 
Archt.ishop of Panama, 
Apartado 6386 
PANAMA 5 
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Falher John F. MORLEY 
Seton Hall University 

SOUTH ORANGE. NJ 07079 ( USA ) 

Dr. Prof. Franz MUSSNER 
Domplalz 8 
D- 639O PASSAU (DDR) 

His Excellency 
Mons. Henry k MUSZYNSK I 
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uL. Gdanska 2 
P-87-800 WLOCLAWEK 

Dr. Tamas NYIRI 
Peter Pazmany Catholic 
Theological Academy 
BUDAPEST- Ungheria 

Prof. Dr. Kurl SCHUBERT 
Institut fur Judaislik 
Ferstelgasse 6/12 
A-I09D WI EN 

His Excellency 
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Bi schof von Ber 1 i n 
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Poslfach 191560 
D-lOoo BERLIN 

Sua Eminenza Reverendissima 
11 Signor Cardinale FrantisE'k TOMASEK 
Arcibiskupsky Ordinariat 
Hradcanske nam. 16 
11902 PRAHA <Cecoslovacchia) 
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REVISED, 'rnIAL ' PROGRAM 'FOR ' I 'Le- IiEE'rING 
septfimbe:zr ' J-6y 1990 : ,, !;; :.';" 

,,' <.' ' .' 

Monday, September 3, 1990 
" ', '! . . .} ' : 

, , -,' , ~.' , : 

2:00 

2 :3 ~:-:~ ; pm : " 

', . . 

6:00 pm 

7 :00 pm 

, , 

8:00 -1 0:30 pm 

AfterriOon 
Informal Opening 
Bishop Pierre Duprey: .. '_ '. 
Rabbi Jack Bemporad 

__ .. . .... . . _.L !. ~._ 

,.' ., ')t; ,< , ' ... ': 

, A~tern99n .. ~.",:_ . _ . . 'r . _ -"Il. 

" . "Churcl'l .2I:n4 ;syriagogue in t:he,- patrlst l c Period" 
. -Fr ., L • . Friztel ' <-Rreseiltation of theme) 

. : I , _ . . . .. . 

"Jews anq Cl1iistiah~ ,' i 'n ~the 'Midd l e Ages" 
-Fr . . p~.r: · Fumaga~li (presentation of theme ) 

.' .' J ' . • • • 

"Mutual Perception of Jews & Christians From 
'-. ' Late "Antiquity Through the Reformation" 

-Prof. David Berger·> ',' L 

Discussion . ,. . ', ' . i "J':' :r,._ 

Dinner Break. ," I,' ::; . 
Formal Opening Session ":,: ' . ' ~' 
Archbishop S . J . cassidy " ''<' " e ' 
seymour D. Reich 

" ,,", " :' ,,:"~ ! .: . , , , 
"Roo ts of Modern Anti-Semitism" 

q 

11 '" • - ;1 ,- ' 

. l .; '" .. 

-pr9f . .:( . Dlljardill/l?rof. ,J,acob Kat z 
Discussion " " J • •. '. , ~ \ '- ,: • • I' 

Tuesday. September ., .:1990 ' .~ . .. . :'~ .. ".' ... : ) . 

8 am 

9 a m -1 2 pm 

2 :30 pm -5 pm 

6: 30 pm 
'l 

. ,' ; 

" " 

Steering Committee - IJCIC 

"Historia l Re flectiort~- ._91).~ th.' .. ~hoah" h 
-Fr. John Morley/ Prof. Saul ·FrTecfiander·· .. ·- .... 

Discussiol) ~. ,. ,: . ' ". _ ".:;: ... 

. Lunch ' Break-!; ' 

... , 
" The Shoah in Christian and Jewish Thought." 

-Prof . B. Gazelles/ Dr. Geoffrey wig9de~ 
Discussion ~.:' : T , 

Dinner Brea,k " c i .. ". 

" 
.:, 

, . ~ • , 
'" 

" . 



8pa-9p. 

, p. 

Meeting with Jewiah Coamunity 
Greetings : , Dr. D. GalakY 

W.E ••• t'ps; 
Joint Steering Coaa!ttee to besin work tor: 
a. prosraa tor action 
b. poaaible tinal draft atatement 

W,dne,dBl' Sept •• bar 5. 1990 

8aa 
9 .. - 12 p. 

12. )0 - 2 p. 

2p.-5pm 

5. 30 pm 

6.30 pm 

9.00 pm 

Joint Steering aeeting 
Reporta trom witneseea trom various countri •• : 
_ Leon Abraaowicz (Prance) Ing.M. Piala 

Dr.L.E.Ehrl1ch (Geraany) Bishop F.Lobkowicz 
- Mr. M. Urn;t (CSn) Biahop F.RsdkavakY 

'Vr ;¥1rllavic (Y\lSoabvis) llae M. Kaplanori 
Dr.S . J .Roth (Hungary Dr.Karol Benel 

Vladiatr Roakovec 
(delegate. ,trom Prasue) 

Di.cuasion 

Lunch Break 

"Current Upsurge or Anti-5ell1tia." 
Dr. L. Hirazowios 
Diacuaaion 

MeetinS with Franti.ek ~ardin4l ~86iek 
at Archbishop. Palace 

dinner (invited gueata ', alao) 

Reports tro. witneaae. (continued) 

Thur,day. Stpteaber 6. 1990 

9 am - 10.30 Joint Iteering coaaittee 
Dratt Stateaent to be presented and adopted 

10.30 - 12 pm "Current Upsurge or Anti-Sell1tis." 
II Discussion 

12 - 1.30 p. Prea. conterence 

(The meetings or the ILC will take place at the SCIENTIFIC 
TECHNICAL ASSOCIATION - a building which previously belonged to 
the Jewish COllllunit~i there' is still, hebrew writing on the !acade. 
The Address ia SIROKA 5. 100 meters around the corner troa the 
Jewish Rathsus sdjoining the old historic Jewish Cemetery. 



--

HISTORICAL A.~D RELIGIOUS DIMENSIONS OF A~TI-SEMITISl-! 

- A~ INTERDISCIPLINARY EXAMINATION 

September ,3-4-5-6, 1990 (Monday- Thursday)" Prague 

Introduction 

First Session - ~ Sources of Anti-Je .... ish Attitudes in Western Christian Traditio'nsK 

(Pa tri<s~ic . per.ied, Medieval',. Tract ~ ~ion"s, Early MOdern Period) 

Prof. MiCh~el Coo~ (HU~); Prof'. JeremiatJ {;oh~m, Prof. 'U:avid Verger, 

Dr. D~vid Novack (1), 

Rev. La' . .'rence Frizze 11 (Seton Hall) 

Msgr. P. F. Fumagalli (Rome) 

Second Session - Christian Attitudes and 3ehavior Toward Je .... s in the MOdern Period 

(Post-French Revolutil'l'.n to Vatican Council II) 

Prof. Peter ~y (1), Prof. Fritz Stern (Columbia), Prof . j.Y'istrich (Heor Univ) 

Prof. Jacob Katz, Prof Pulz8r (Oxford), Ernest Pa .... el (Herzl author) 
Dr. G<3orge Berkley (Univ 6f t-f..ass. , . author, "Vienna end its Jews") 

Third Session . - Historical Reflections on the Shoah 

F.aoul Hi llberg, Saul Friedlander J Da v:id irman (?), Lucl1 Dawido'W'icz (?) 

Robert Jay Lifton (P§ychohistorian) 

Fourth Session - Pers·onal Witnesses 
Jewish Survivors from Countries occupied by Nazis witness 
to their experiences Christian experiences 

Fifth Session - Current upsurge · of anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe (8SSR, Pblanj, HUngary, 
Rumania, CDR, Czechoslovakia), West-ern Europe (Germany, France, England, 
Spain," Italy, etc.), exploring role of Church am State in combatting 
alliance of fervid nati!bnalisms with anti-Je .... ·ish threats and behavior. 

- Prof. ·Antony Polonsky (MRtxxwfx London School of Economics) 
Preparation of stretegy to uproot religious and racial sources of anti - Semitism 

Si«th session The Shoah as reflected in Jewish (Religious)Thought 
Geoofrey lIigoder (Jerusalem), Hotzkin (Boston) 

- WORKGROUPS - three "Workgroups will. be established. ' a't the outset of the conference 

--recept i ons 

to .focus 'and deepen discussio'" n of issues J and to propose concre~e programs 

for follo\,/ - up: 

I) ·Workgroup on furthering education anj public information about the 
history of anti- Sem·tism in Weste~n culture; 

2) Workgroup reViewirig present· manifestionstions of anti!-Semitism 
in their .various forms - relig-ious·, raci~l, political,. am proposing 
steps for countera'ction . 

. ' 
.]} Workgroup focu~ing on s·pecial reatures ~ of ~astern European anti - Jewish 
upsurge, exa~tning specia l role of church and governmentw in uprooting 
antlb-Qemitism i~ oost:-tots·litarian, newly "democratic" socieities. 
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If. 

By the 

International Liason Committee 

Representing the 

Vatican Commission on Relations with the Jews 

A N ,0 

The International Jewish Committee on Interreligious 

Consultations 

(Synagogue Council of America, World Jewish Congress, 

B#nai Brith International and Israel Interfaith Committee 

(Thursday, September 6, 1990 · - Prague) 

Representatives of IJCIC and the. Holy See 5 Commission for 

Religious Relations with the Jews met in Prague from Septem

ber 3rd through the 6th. This was a meeting of the Liasion 

Committee of Vatican and Jewish representatives. 

The last': meeting of this committee took place in Rome 

in 198~ and difficulties which arose ledt~ts postponment un

til now. Howewer, during these years the Steering Committee 

continued to · meet on a regular basis to enable its work to 

proceed. ·In a special meeting of the Holy See~s conunission 

and IJCIC in Rome. in 1987, it was forseen that the next mee

~ing would seek to lay the basis for t ·he prepar~tion of the 

Catholic document on the Shoah, the historical background 

of anti-Semitism and its contemporary manifestations. 

In this connection, the meetin~ai~~%~~ed the religious 

as well as the secular basis of anti-Semitism over the past 

1900 years and its relationship to the.Shoah. Such discussion 

led to the recognition that certain traditions of Catholic 

thought, teaching, prEB.:ching I and practice in the Middle 

Ages contributed to the creation of an.ti-Sem·i tism in Western 

society. In modern time, Catholics were not vigilant enough 



to ' react agains"t f~anifestations of " anti-Semitism .. The Catholic 

delegates condemned anti--S~m;itism as well as all forms of ra
cism as a sin against God and humanity, and affirmed that one 

cannot be authentically Christian and engage in anti-Semitism. 

At the conference,' Jewish and Catholic witnesses spoke 

of their experiences during the Holocaust and offered testimony 

that Christians failed themselves as well as Jews and other 

victims by too weak a response to Nazi and Fascist ideol ogies. 

Witness was also given to the many courageou~ Christian leaders 

and members who acted to save Jews thereby risking their own 

lives during the Nazi terror . 

The conference acknowledged the monumental role of Nostra 

Aetaete as well as later efforts by the Popes and Church offi

cials to bring about a substantive improvemept in Catholic

Jewish realtions •. 

Nostra Aetaete created a new spirit in these relationships. 

Pope John Paul II expres~ed that new spirit in an audience 

2/ 

with Jewish leaders in February· 15, 1985, when he said, "The 

relationship between Jews and Christians have'radically impro

ved in these years. Where there was .. ignorance and therefore 

prejudice and stereotype, there is nqw growing mutual knowledge, 

appreciation": and respect. There is, above all, love between us: 

.that kind of love I mean, which is for both of us a fundamental 

injunction of our religious traditions and which the New Testa

ment has received from the Old". 

While echoing the Popes recognition that a new spirit is 

in the making, the conference called for a deepening of this 

spirit_in Cat~olic -Jewish relations, a spirit which emphasizes 

cooperation, ~utual understandi~g ' and reconciliation: 

good-will and common goals to replace the past spirit of sus

' pixion, resentment and distrust. 

This spirit presupposes repentance as expressed by Archbishop 

Edward Cassidy. president of the Holy Sees#Commmission on Reli-. . 
gio~s Relations with the Jews, when he said in his opening sta-

tement, IIThat anti-Semitism has found a place in Christian 

·thought and practice calls for an act of Teshuvah (repentance) 

and of reconciliation on our part as we gather here in this 

city which is a wit.ness to our Failure to be authentic 

., 



witnesses to our · ft.~.J:h at times in the .:.past. 1I 

,1 

3/ 

This new spirit would alsq mariifest itself in the work that 

" the two faith conununities could do together to respond to the 

~~eds of todays world. This need is for the establishement of 

·hUman rights, freedom, and dignity where they are lacking or 

imperiled~ A new image and a new attitude in Jewish;-Catholic 

relationships is required to spread universally the trail-'blazing 

work that has been done in a number of communities in various 

parts of the world. For example, in the United States an ongoing 

structure engaging in Catholic-Jewish dialogue recent11 issued 

a joint document on the teaching of moral values in public edu

cation. Furthermore, there the Catholic Church has effectively 

taught Judaism in ·its semiAaries and school texts and educa

tiona~ materials in positive and objective manner scrupulously 

eliminating anything that would go against the spirit of Vati

can Council II. 

Likewise, the Jewish community in the United States in 

a growing atmosphere of confidence and trust has conducted .. 
its own self-study of its texts in terms of what Jewish schools 

teach about. Christians and Christianity. 

Over and above the study of the history of anti-Semitism, 

the meeting d~yoted specia~ attention to recent manifestations 

of anti-Semitism in Eassern and Central Europe. It stressed the 

need to disseminate the achievements of Nostra Aetaete and past 

Catholic-Jewish dialogues in these countries where new politi

caldevelopments have created the possibility f o r cooperative 

work. 

Recognizing the importance of ~idening the circ ulation of 

the teachings of Nostra Aetaete, the meeting noted with satis-

( 

fact~on the establishment of a j oint Jewish-Catholic lia5ion 

comm~ttee in Czechoslovakia, and the diff·usion in Polish of 

official documents concern~ng Cathol~c-Jew~sh d~alogue. 

It was stressed that systematic efforts. ~ust be made to 

uproot sources of religious anti-Semitism wherever they exist 

through the publication of texts, priestly training, liturgy, 

and the use of ,Catholic mass media. 

The lias ion Committee hopes that new Catechism for the Uni

versal .Church could serve as an effective instrument to this end. 



't. . .. -.. .", 
In regard to the special problems of anti-Semitism in 

. Eastern and Central Europe, the· committee recommended: 

1) Transl.ate into the vernacul4r languages and broadly diffuse 

on all relevant church documents on relations with Judaism 

(Declaration on the relationship of the Church to .non

Christian relig,ions, Nostra Aetaete (4), October 26, 1965, 
. . 

Guidelines and suggestions for implementing the Conciliar 

Declaration Nostra Aetaete (4), December 1, 1974., Notes 

on the correct way to present the Jews and Judaism in pre~ 

. aching and catechesis in the Catholic Church, June 24,1985) 

2) Include the teaching of these documents in the curri~ula of 

the theological seminaries inorder to eliminate all remnants 

of the "teaching of contempt". On establish special courses 

on the same sUbjects in the seminaries for priests who have 

not yet received such theological instruction. 

3) Monitor all trends and events pointing to threats of upsurge 

of anti-Semitism with a view to promptly countering such de

velopments. 

4) Ongoing action persue aiming at guaranteeing freedom of work

ship and religious education for all citizens (Christians, 

Jews, etc.) 

It was recommended that a special joint commission be established 

in each of the various countries to facilitate and promote these 

goals. 

4/ 

Active support of general legislation against discrimination on 

grounds of race or religion including anti-Semitism, against inci

tement of religious and racial hatred, Promotion of legislative 

action curtailing freedom of association to racist organisations. 

Support of general educational programmes whic·Ii. would foresee 

a) inclusion in curriculum of schools knowledge of and respect 

for different civilizations, cultures and religions, in par

ticular of peoples and denominations inhabiting the national 

territory. 

, , 
: J 



'f. ' , .. .: .. 
b) Special attention to be pa_~d ._- in education to the problem 

of racial, national or religious prejudice and hatred., 

. -this should include the teaching of history of the disas-ters 

.' " br?ught about by such prejudice or hatred. 

c) Elimination from text-books of all racially or religiously 

prejudiced content and of material conducive to creating 

inter-group strife. 

As already envisioned closer and more rapid cooperation 

and exchange of information between IJCIC and the Pontifical 

Commission for religious Relations with the Jews is required 

in order to avoid future misunderstandings and face together 

trends and concerns within the two communities. 

5/ 

We recall with satisfaction the declaration of the Pontifical 

Commission on Relationship with the Jews made by Cardinal Willer

brand in 1989 concerning "The Intention -Expressed to Proceed to 

the Establishment of acenter of Me~ting Dialogue and Prayer as 

Foreseen in the Geneva Agreement of Feb. 1987" 

We look to the early completion of the new ediface and 

hope that all d~Jficulties will be overcome. 

The Jewish delegation expressed its commitment to the welfare 

of the State of Israel arid the need for Cath'olic understanding of 

the special place I~rael has in Jewish consciousness. It expressed 

its concern with the lack of full diplomatic relat-ions between 

the Holy See and the State of Israel. Furthermore, The Jewish 

delegation expressed the hope that Vatican archival material 

would be made for a better understanding of the darkest period 

in Jewish history. 

As Catholics and Jews we haye a sacred duty :t:-0 our witness 

of faith, to the past and to the futur, to strive to create 

after two millenia of estrangement and hostility a genuine cul

ture of mutual esteem and reciprocal caring. 

Catholic-Jewish dialogue can become a sign of hope and inspi

ration to other religions, races, and ethnic groups to turn away 

from contempt, toward realizying authentic human fraternity. 

" 
' ! 



, .. 

' .. 
This new spirit of fri~n9. .. 5hip~ · mutuality, and caring 

for one another may be the most important symbol that we 

,have t o offer to our ' troubled world . 

' . 

6/ 
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September 13, 1990 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

CARDINAL'S OFFICE 

10 11 FIRST A VENUE 

NEW Y ORK, NY 10022 

I wish to extend to yc>.l ani your family "" 
gr...,tings as you prepare to celebrate . Rosh ha
Shanah. May the Days of PoJNe be a means of grace 
aixi bless:in:js for yc>.l ani your family . 

'~y the lDrd bless yc>.l ·ani keep yc>.l. May the 
lDrd rrake His face shine upon you ani be gracious 
to yO>.. MaY the lDrd lift up His countenance to 
yc>.l ani grant yc>.l peace" . (NUmbers 6:24-26). 

May yc>.l be inscribed for a gcxxI ani sweet 
life. 

. ,.;' 

, , 

, I . . - . 

Faithfully, 

Rqbb~ .t1arc Tanenbaum 
TIle American Jewish o::mnittee 
165 East 56 street 
New York, N.Y . 10022 
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September 13 , 1990 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Marc, 

Would you like some good news? Interfaith Circles is making 
pro9ress at home and abroad beyond expectations: 

Our meet~ngs with you, the dia l ogue with evangelicals at 
Trinity seminary ten years ago, yo ur gracious participation in 
our interfaith seminars the following summer , and your continu
ing friendship and encouragement have had much to do with our 
developing Circles . We appreciate you tremendously and thank 
you for being a part of our l ives , 

Our son' David- crosses you r path' somet imes as " he travels for us, 
explaining ' the ' di~~ogue programs tQ o;gapi"z·at.ional' ·an.4 denomi
national 'leaders: " He" 'Ui" a . matchiri.aker , bringing" synagogUes and 
churches together for meaningful dialdgu~. He holds ~orkshops 
t 'o have' Christians and Je~s share ' their personal sto":rie~ . 
through ' tne 'format of Circles, convincing them that progress 
can be made toward genuine respect and friendship, and he helps 
pastors to understand the strategi c importance _of Israel. 

Here is a brief overview of what is happening. 

UNITED STATES: On Cape Cod a g r oup has fin i shed all 24 sess i ons 
of the 'six programs and its members are beginning new groups . 
In Muskegon, HI a group has he l d a l l - day retrea t s fot each of 
the programs and concluded wtth a ' request for more. 111 Flint 
David brought together ministers and rabbis who had never met 
and helped them organize a ministeria l association. In San 
Diego he chas t ised ministers for not r eacting to synagogue des
ecrations and was commended by the ADL director . In Buffalo, 

Rev. Isaac C. Ronenberg 
Rabbi A.James FIucin NY dates are firm for two workshops. In Allentown, PA Franklin 
~~~~an She~an heads the Institute for Jewish- Christian understanding 
MononW.Rywod( at Muhlenberg College (where Alan Mittleman teaches), and he is 
Or. Franldin Shennan 'c . 1 h t . f . h Ot.Noonan SdlJ110n us~.nc;J ~rc e~ as t e cen erpl.ece or communl.t~ outr~ac . 
Sir Sigmum:l Stemberg, KCSG OH JP 

~R~MMCKT~ UNITED KINGDOM : David has been a ' month in Engl~nd and Scotland 
Or. Rose Thering.oP. the ' fast ·tw.o.· "yea.rs and has be.en. ·'inv.iteq ba.ck ~or three month:s 
Dr. Paul M. van Buren 
Claretice H. Wajjner,Jr. in 1991: He works' directly with the CCJ and has l).eld a numl:?er 
Or. OarkM. Wdli2mson of workshops. 'Last su~er he had i~il.ch· with Roy and' Alice 
Or. Marvin R Wilson . . . 
Rabbi HerberlA.Yoskowitz Eckardt '(our "closest advisers) at . M;-~ .. Maxwell's home . . She is 

. . very' interested in Interfaith Circles and nas " asked us to regu-

Interfaith Resources, Inc. 
is a tax-exempt non~fit 
organization. Con~bu!iOflS 
are tax deduttible. 



larly supply a 4 - or 6-page insert for Common Ground. This will give 
a Circles session to British readers in each issue. Since her back
ground is French Huguenot and she is wanting to launch a French edi
tion of Common Ground, the French would also receive the sessions. 

CANADA: David has visited Toronto and Montreal several times. Next 
year's annual meeting of the CCCJ in Montreal has been rescheduled 
from May to March so that David can use it as a workshop for Circles 
before he returns to England. They are also serious about French 
editions of the Circles programs. 

GERMANY: We have received appeals for help because of neo-Nazi rum
blings. We are hoping that from England David can visit a cousin in 
Germany to check on opportunities for dialogue. 

HUNGARY; A Hungarian woman in interfaith work (visiting in Israel) 
requested a set of Circles through Clarence Wagner for translation . 
We sent them and are looking forward to hearing from her. 

My last five years of intensive study at the University of Minnesota, 
majoring in Christian- Jewish relations, have been extremely reward
ing. My thesis , "Christianity's Journey from Jerusalem to Rome," 
explores the misdirections the church took in its first ~hree centu
ries from five different perspect ives. This time of study was neces 
sary for my own understanding of how antisemitism became so integral 
to Christianity. 

The professors who conducted my oral exam suggested that I seek a 
publisher, but since it is so critical of Christianity and we are 
involved in interfaith dialogue it could be detrimental to that 
effort. For publication I would prefer to start with a review of 
historic Jewish-Christian interchanges (a study that I have begun and 
would like to illustrate), pointing out what Christians "COUld learn 
from each encounter. Through t~is background I want to show the 
necessity and unique opportunity for dialogue toda:y. 

On the down s"ide, because of the economic s "ituation, our funding, 
which" barely x€::eps David" on the road, is be.l.nghalv:ed . This means 
that his traveling in the States will be curtailed and his going to 
England, Germany, and France will be eli"minated. Because of your 
involvement on the international scene, we want you to know that 
thes'e opportunities are threatened. You will understand the dilemma 
more than anyone we know. Any help will be appreciated. 

Thank you, Marc, for all you mean to us. You are a very special per
son, one who has deeply affected and changed our lives. We realize 
that what little we can do is only due to the years you have spent 
clearing the way. We hope you are we l l and rested from all your 
activities. 
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Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
New York Cit y 

Dear R,,,,bb i Tannenbaum : 

~ L;+ J.J,u,y, .l. -.f) I ~1!;"-~, ,-}- W><> ~ 

September 14, 199(1 

Al thOLlgh we have met at variOLtS funct ions 1 you mC::1Y riot re-\ 
member me, but I have <:.>.lways held YOLI in high esteem. 

I am writing you with a personal request. My daughter, 
through marriage, became an Ot~thodox .Jew of a very strict 
type. She and her husband and 4 eM i 1 dren have moved to 
I srae l and ser' ioL\sly considering becoming Israel is. My wife 
and I, and our other 3 adult children, have tried to be open 
and 1 Dving and understanding. But it has been heat't
breakingly difficult. The last year before the recent move 
to Israel, my daughter and her husband told us that they 
coul d no 1 anger -21.11 ow the chi 1 dren to come to our house, 
e x cept for ·short vi sits accompani ed by the parents. We ~"ere 

welcomed to visit in t he ir home, but WE cou'd not be alone 
with th em. This is o nly one of man y such decisions they 
have made. 

Th e r eason I am writing YOLt is that a t"'abbi friend of mine 
told me YOll had wt"'itten an exce l lent article (or perhaps 
given a speech) on understanding Orthodoxy. I wOllld very 
much appreciate receiving a copy of this . I do not know if 
YOll address the question that nags at me: is this 1 i ke a 
cult which blinds its adherents to all other values and 
1 oya 1 t i es7 Because of the prof ound va 1 ues of JLlda i sm, I do 
not think of Orthodoxy in the way r do of other cults 1 ike 
t h e Maonies, but when I see wh~. t my daughter has done I 
cannot help but wonder. 

Th8nk you for your hel p. 

Sincerely, 

4.~-1.;-
(Rev.) Richard Deats 
Director of Interfaith Activities 
Fell o wship of Reconciliation 
Box 271. Nyack! N . Y . 10960 
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GREEK ORTHODOX ' ARCHDIOCESE 
8 EAST '7QlH , , _ 
NEW YORK NY 10021 :2IAM 

WESTERNII " ~ 
UNION MAILGRAM® ~ 

i.io~8i712~4 " jq/~I~.i ' TWX E6L62Sitiji "NYAA 
001 " DWX NEW YORM NY 

RABBI MARC H TANENBAUM 
DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL AfFAIRS 
AMERICAN ' JEWISH 'COMMITTEE 
1&5 EAST ;, 5&THSTREET 
NEW YORK NY 10022 

AS YOU MARK lHEHIGH HOLY DAYS OF 'ROSH ' HASMANA~ AND ' ~OM K,IPPUR , 
WEARE ONCE ,AGAIN REMINDED OF THE :SPIRITUAL INC MORAL OBUGATION 
WE ,HAVE TOWARDS GOD ANOONE ANO'HER~ . . 
AT THIS TIME ,OF REPENTANCE ANOREOEOICATION, WE INVOKE ~ OUR MERIC~FUL . __ 
GOD'S BLESSING ON YOU ~NOYOURLOVEO ONES AND 'PRAY 'WITH 'YOU 'FOR ' LIBERTY, 
JUST ICE; AND 'PEACE ,IN THE 'WORLD, 
FAITHFU,"Y, 
ARCHBISHOP IAKOVOS 
PRIMATE 
GREEK ORTHODOX 'CHURCH 
IN 'THE :AMERICAS 

iiioo EST 

"GMCOMi' 

'. ' ,' 
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