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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
45 East 89 St reet 
New York , N.Y . 10128 

Dear Marc: 

Office of the Dean 
School of General Studies 

January 2 , 1991 

This is to confirm your dialogue with Father John T . Pawlikowski 
on Wednesday, May 8, 1991, at 7:30 P.M., fourth floor of the Student 
Union. I sugges t that the title be "The Vatican & the Jews" which 
is simple and direct. It also gives you a lot of room to develop 
the topic in whichever way you deem it app r o priate. I also spoke 
with Father Pawlikowski who agreed with the topic . 

I would g reatly appreciate if both of you could tal k to each 
other before the lecture to disc uss possible approaches. I am sure 
that the topic will create a l ot of interes t in the community and 
we expect a l arge audience. 

As per our conversation, your honorarium will be $1,500. I 
shall be on sabba tical during the Spring semester and the dialogue 
will be moderate d by our able friend, Tom Bird. 

Many than ks again for your cooperation, advice and suggestions 
which are always very helpful and welcomed. 

My very bes t wishes to both of you fo r a Happy New Year. 

ES/sk 

Cordially, 

Ernest Schwarcz 

The City University of New York · 65-30 IGssena Bouievard 
Flushing, New York 11367-0904 ·Telephone (718) 520-7175, 7176 
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January 8, 1991 

Dear Marc, 

CARDINAL'S OFFICE 

1 01 1 FIRST A V EN UE 

N EW Y ORK. NY 10022 

Thank you for your warm holid~y greetings and the 
clipping from the December 21 issue of The Jewish Week. 
We have all come a long way. 

I am grateful to God that the recent meetings in 
Rome were such a great success. Our people must work 
tQgether if there is to be any hope for peace in our 
world. Our mutual heritage and common values have and 

. will continue to be the solid foundation on-which our 
nation can pro~per ; Together we wi-11 continue to make a 
difference. · 

. .Vow and :. all the .f~!llilY are in my prayers with the 
hope th~t all the best ·· of this Holy Season will be you·rs 
throughol:lt"the · new year. 

w·i th my gratitude, every best wish and 

Faithfully, 

~~:~ 
Rabbi Marc H. Tannenbaum 
45 East 89th Street 
Apt. 18F-
New York, NY · 10128 

:' ,: . 
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AR.NOLD H. CAPLAN 
JOSEPH ). CHESTER 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
c/o Jewish Telegraphic Agency 
330 Seventh Ave., 11th Floor 
New York, NY 10001 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

' LAW OFFICES 

CAPLAN & CHFSI'ER 
1301 LAW ANO FINANCE BUILDING 

PITISBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA 15219 

(412) 261 -0784 

January 8, 1991 

FAX: (412) 471-4872 

You recently wrote an editorial published in Pittsburgh in the 
December 27, 1990 edition of the Jewish Chronicle. In reviewing the year 1990, 
you stated a belief that mainstream J&Nry would be careful not to allow" .. . some 
of the exclusionary and antidem:x:ratic stands of ultra-Orthodox forces in Israel 
••• be import~ to distort U. S . Jewish life." This struck a raw and very painful 
chord. The distortions are already here and have been thriving in the unspoken 
culture of the exclusionary .and elitist mainstream orthodox rabbinate .. (and I ' rn not 
talking. arout Lubavi tch, etc. ) .• They ·J,Uay . speak : in IM.gnarillrouS and' gentle tenns about 
K'lal Yisrael when soliciting our furids, but in private they judge"us harshly and 
simply will not solicit oi: accept our child,i;"en,, grandchildren and progeny . . Although 
the cursed ''Who is a Jew?" issue does not make· ·the· headlines in the · U.S. , it is a ·· 
despicable reality. 

Mine is the pain of one Jew for all Je.NS.. I was not alive during the 
H0l~ust (I 'm.only 3S) but r now experience first .hand. the potential loss of entire 
Jewish worlds of our children and their tr~ssion fran generation to generation. 
I agonize, hurt and sometimes feel hate mixed in with the canterrpt. I lost so much 
of the spontaneous joy, hurror and innocence the day the (orthodox) Rabbi told ire that 
my wife and 2 children are not Jewish. Now, our lives revolve aro'\.ll1d the Jewish 
holidays during the yearly cycle of the calerider. We th.ipk of Israel, we Speak of 
our Rabbi and cantor inbeloved terms, we go to shule, light candles, enjoy Shabbat, 
and dream of a larger family and Jewish grandchildren. We sprinkle hebrew words and 
phrases in our conversation. Our lives are enriched by our Jewish culture and heritage. 
We keep. a kosh~ heme . 

My wife was not reared with any religious background. Before considering 
marriage, my wife and I werit to conversion classes over a 2 · year period. We studied. 
We le'a:rned. We. made a ccmTiittment to have. a Jewish hare~ We dl.d everything our 
Rabbis said. to do. My wife was c0nverted accor9.ing to halacha. Our. Rabbi was a 
conservative .RabJ:?i. · 

When inqlliring about enrolling our "3. ·y~ old daughter at an orthodox 
day school, Hi~lei Academy, the prlncipal, Rabbi 1-bshe .KJ.;etenic intervened and stated 
that our daughter must first be ·converted by an orthodox Rabbi. Our · dear ·Rabbi 
Goldblum. did not have the credentials to effect .a kosher conversion. · . . ' 
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
page 2 

Has my Jewishness been in vain? Why bother to have nore children'? 
How can <rd let this happen? 

I met with another orthodox Rabbi for._sorne .... spiri tual guidance and 
understanding and roncr~te advice. MY understanding is that the orthodox do not 
recognize the Rabbis Coming out of the Seminary, datiilg:, back to Mordecai Kaplan and 
his si.iccessors. Since the Seminar~ans-·dO not necessarily believe :the G-d himself 
gave us the Torah, ·they cannot serve on the bet din to effect a balaclriC:::conversion. 
(I have simplified the issue, but I am sure you are familiar with it). Are Vie 2 
religions, and distinct? . As horrible as it sounds, the nazi cause of killing 
Jewish existence was praroted by the taking of our bodies. The orthodox leadership 
prom:>tes the cancellation of Jewish identity by taking our souls. 

Those:.p0litical distortions are already here. Can anybcx:ly help? 



THE ARMONK INSTITUTE 

SS 1 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK. NY l 01 76 

(212) 66 1-6500 
TELECOAER 

(2 1 2> 697-6686 

TEL.EX 
220844 
ALT. FAX 

January 14, 1991 (51 8) 392-5739 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10128 

Dear Marc, 
One of the activities of the Armonk Institute is a yearly 
conference with our German partn~r organization, the 
Atlantik-Bruecke e.V •• This privately funded politically 
non-partisan institution whose membership is drawn from the 
leadership of German industrial, political and academic circles, 
was founded in the 1950's by John J. McCloy and Eric Warburg to 
promote German-American understanding and to strengthen ties 
between the two countries. 

Our next conference, the title of which is "A unified Germany: 
its future role and responsibilities in the international order; 
Consequences for German-Jewish relations" will begin on Sunday 
February 10, 1991 at 7:00 PM with a dinner in the Algonquin 
Hotel, 59 West 44th Street in New York City and end after lunch 
on Tuesday February 12. With the exception of the opening dinner 
all sessions will be take place in the Harvard Club, 27 West 44th 
Street. 

I would like to invite you to attend all or some of the sessions 
as a guest of the Armonk Institute. In keeping with the tradition 
of these meetings, all sessions will have a ceiling of 30 people 
in order to provide for a maximum of discussion. The names and 
titles of the German participants as well as a copy of the 
completed agenda will be forwarded to you shortly. 

I do hope it will be possible for you to attend and look forward 
to hearing from you . 

s1172 
Th~lenoff 
Chairman, the Armonk Institute 



Labor Zionist Alliari.1~·~\ (g\ ~v 
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6328 N. California Chicago, IL 60659 973-3924 
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January 14, 1991 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th St. Apt. 18 E 
New York, New York 10028 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

I am writing to you as a follow-up to your contact 
w i th· M i c h a e 1 L o r g e , re g a rd i n-g · you r pa rt i c i pa t i o n 
a s g u es t s pea k e r a t o u r A n nu a 1 Ra b b i E r n s t :M • L o r g e 
Memorial Lecture, on . May 17. )992. The sponsors of 
the Lecture Series - the Labor Zionist Alliance of 
Chicago, Temple Beth Israel and the Lorge Family -
are delighted and excited about your coming visit. 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
AltredFink· The planning committee for the Lectur.e Series is 
SimonGolden eager to begin publicizing the May 17th event with 
~ooG~dwa•r appropriate mailings, invitations, publicity, etc. 
Daniel Greenberg. • £ .,;'· To fa c i 1 i ta t e th e $ e e ff o rt s , w ~ need to rec e i v e from 
Dr. ReubenHurwitz . R you within the next week or two our bio loss 
Sol Kotz1n ~·~ ' _ ' . • ' • . \ 
Rabbi Ernst Lorge· ~otoaraph and · the top~....s.. you wou Cf l 1 ke 1 t to be 
Herman L. Patt ~ s ta t e • I n a d d 1 t 1 o n , p 1 ea s e i n d i ca t e how yo u p re f e r 
Dr. Herman M. Pomrenze • .,,..,t 0 b e C U r re n t l ·y i de n t i f i e.d • . p l ea Se S e n d t h i S 
MaxSchnitmann information to me at my home: -
Ben Sosewitz 
Peretz Tauman• 
Dr. Jack Zackler• 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Gil Elenbogen 
Rabbi William Frankel 
Charlotte Freides 
Sam Friedman 
Marilyn Golden 
Simon Golden 
Leon Goldwater 
Nancy Kahan 
Blanche Kirshenbaum 
Harry Kirshenbaum 
Sheldon Langendorf 
Jeffrey Mallow 
Herman L. Patt 
Leonard Robins 
Florence Romirowsky 
Stanley Rosen 
Lillian Rubenstein 
Max Schnitmann 
Lee Silverglade 
Moshe Stein 
Peshke Stein 
Fagel Unterman 

*Deceased 

5719 No. Cicero Ave., Chicago,Ill. 60646 
Telephone (day & evening) (312) 725-7330 

I hope this information is helpful to you. If you 
have any questions, please do ·not hesitate to contact 
me. 

Once again, we look forward to your being with us for · 
what we know will be a very special occasi~c. 

DG/ rl 

cc: Eudice Lorge 
Rabbi Michael Weinberg, · Temple 
Bina ·Nadler, President, LZA 

re Series 

Florence .Berman, Program Chairman, Temple Beth Israel 
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Office of the President 
CONF'ERE~CE 3211 .ilh Slreet ~.E. wa,q,1ngt0n. DC 20017·1194 12021541·3100 FAX l202l 541·3166 TELEX 7400424 

Most Reverend Daniel E. Pila~yk, ~· T.D .. Ph.D. 
Archbishop of Clncinna_u 

ARCHBISHOP DANIEL PILARCZYK 
PRBSIDBNT, NCCB/OSCC 

STATEMENT ON TBB PERSIAN GULF 
JANUARY 15, 1991 

These are days of dread and uncertainty, a time of fleeting 
hope and fervent prayer. Congress has acted to authorize the use 
of force in the Persian Gulf; the U.N. deadline is upon us and 
there is no sign of Iraq's withdrawal from Kuwait. Saddam 
Hussein's presence there is a continuing act of aggression which . 
the world must resist and reverse. War seems imminent ~ These 
facts leave our Bishops' Conference deeply disappointed, saddened 
and fearful for our nation and the world. In the midst of these 
difficult days, our faith calls us not to yield to the certainty 
of violence, to the impossibility of dialogue, and to the 
inevitability of war. Our faith calls us to the continuing quest 
for justice, the constant pursuit of peace and fervent prayer 
that God will help the world find the ways to both justice and 
peace at this ominous time. Before the first bomb is dropped, 
the first shot is fired, the first missile is launched, the moral 
imperative remains to find a way to achieve both justice and 
peace in response to Iraq's aggression. 

As Americans, we wish to support our President and our other 
national leaders, to understand their anguish and difficult 
choices, to stand by the men and women of our homes, cities and 
towns and our families who are deployed in the Persian Gulf. As · 
citizens, we are also called to share our convictions about how 
our nation can best protect both human 1 ife and human r ig.hts in 
the Gulf. Over the past several months, our Bishops' Conference 
has consistently urged our nation to resist and reverse Iraq's 
brutal aggression by determined but peaceful means . We renew 
that call today. The apparent failure of recent diplomatic 
efforts, ~he Congressional actions or the passing of this 
deadline do not relieve our nation and our leaders of the 
terrible re s ponsibility of clearly meeting the · moral tests to 
justify the resort to war. 

As pastors, we are deeply concerned about the human 
consequences o f the crisis -- the lives already lost or damaged 
by Saddem Hussein's indefensible aggression, the many more lives 
which could be destroyed by war and the suffering and loss that 
inevitably come with it. I fear that talk of •minimal• 
casualties underestimates the uncertainties of war and the grief 



of a parent -- ·American or Iraqi -- who loses a child · to war. 
The human costs of war touch both aggressors and innocent people, 
including the Kuwaiti people who are victims of aggression and 
Iraqi civilians under harsh dictatorship. 

As moral teachers, we are heirs of a tradition of moral 
reasoning that can permit war under rare circumstances but 
creates a presumption against the use of deadly force. In our 
teaching this presumption can only be overridden if several 
strict conditions can be met. This is why we have asked: Is war 
the proper path to justice if it is not the only available 
path? Will the people of Kuwait, the Middle East and the world 
be better off after a war? Has every means of diplomacy been 
fully pursued, every form of reasonable international pressure 
been tried? Are the economic sanctions achieving their 
objectives and have they been given enough time to work? We know 
that people of good will can disagree about the application of 
these prinicples, but we are profoundly concerned ·about the moral 
dangers of war and we believe that offensive f.orce in this 
situation would likely violate the principles of last resort and 
proportionality. 

Our Conference has strongly condemned Iraq's aggression, 
actively supported the determined global pressure to reverse- it 
and clearly acknowledged that the deployment of military force 
can add credibility and effectiveness to the economic and 
political pressures we support. However, we fear that war in 
this situation will destroy many lives, divide our nation and ·· 
leave the world in a condition none of us can predict. With our 
Holy Father we fear •war is an adventure with no return.• We 
renew his call to •save humanity the tragic experience of a new 
war• which •would not resolve the problems, only aggravate 
them.• The presumption, in my view, is still for blockades not 
bombs, diplomacy not destruction, words not war • . 

As religious leaders, . we have tried to share these 
convictions with clarity and civility, believing that honest 
dialogue and respect for the motives and convictions of others · 
will best advance the cause of peace with justice. we especially 
renew our constant call for prayer. If there is a believer in 
Amer.ica who has not gone to his or her knees during these days, 
then there is more that can be done. We join with other 
religious leaders and with people across our nation and from 
every other land in appealing to Saddem Hussein to abandon his 
aggression, to President Bush to intensify the search for justice 
by peaceful means and to all the world to pray and work for peace 
with justice in these dangerou~ days • . 

I 

• ,:-! · 
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Department. of Social Development and· \\'orld Peace 
omce of the Se.cretary 

Co\VERE\CE 3211 '1th Street ~.E. Washi11gtl)l'l, OC 20017· I 19-i (202) 541·3180 f .\X (2021 5-t 1 ·333~ TEL£.\ 7-100424 

Mr. Zalman Shoval 
Ambassador-Of. Israel 
3514 International Drive, N.w. 
Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dear Mr. Ambassador: 

January 18, 1991 

I am writing to express to you and to all of the citizens of 
the State of Israel our deep sorrow and profound moral outrage at 
the unpro~oked missile assault by Iraq on your people last 
night . The Catholic community in the United States joins with 
peoples throughout the world in condemning th.is indiscriminate 
attack on the civilian population of a nation not even engaged in 
the current hostil.ities in the region. There can be no 
justification for attacks on innocent people which clearly 
violate the moral norms for combat. As the enclosed statement o.f 
the President of our Conference makes clear, the world needs not 
a wider war, but a prompt and just peace. 

;i~·~-~ 
Most Reverend John R. Roach 
Chairman, 
International Policy Committee ·:. 
Archbishop Saint Paul and- · : 
Minneapol.i"s 

' 

I 



Marc H. Tanenbaum: 

~ 
I 

I '{Cf' 

\~ i~~ .i~-
\~ ~~~ 

~()'5 ~ ~~ 
r~ ~~\...., fq . u--- ·~ t~ 

tl Ill' ·~ 
\~ . f I 

-~ ~~·~ ~ ~.A- ~ 

~t...-- . ~ o-J.. ,.._.. ~ 0 ·R_ ) ·.-;-...,..,. ~"""'~~ 
~ ~~· \">-r-..c--•J 'i ~ l~.JL-. ~\A-.~IA~~ 

V....- (') .....,___\,....__ · r q '\ ( t ~iJ2-c.....-- ~. 

I~ ~ '°r-- tu_~, 

.... /'-.4 .. ·a .::J;. ~~~ ~-

l>->-<. ~ • ...... .,..\..-:. c.; ••• 1... ~ J"---'-..... ~ ~' 
•' ~ , ~~. ·~ \t-. w ·o-J-l.- ~· . .C'-
~<i\,J\ ct- ~ C+ .f-:"-~ -~ ~ .s~t;;_ 
~~ '9~~ C4, ~ .. L~ k ~~-
~. ~ ,~~ 0-.... ~ ~~. 

SUITE I8F 45 EAST 891H STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10128 

212-831 -2952 (FAX) 212-876-8351 



------,.----........--~---.--- "··~·. . ~-
. T0'd lt;j!Ql 

•. 

ti·' t 

,
~ cl 

. 
• • • ·- - r.." 

~ . 
'·.....,.'- • • r 

• t0 ' d •· .. 99'39'36 I' cl.6 . 9999'3S. l>'C:<.6 'H.)C:!nd 3t~OlJA.) <::£:80 l66t-Nt!a~t - ...... ~ .. . . . .. ~.. . . .: . . 

--• ::.-: . rn ~--- :~ . urnu • u ~:--::: > ....... • • • • • ••• • • ._ --~· ou • • • . , • • ••• u ou • u • •• •"" " - ~ • . • • • • ~ 0

• ~~1 



\i1l ional. Confcr<'nn· .0f C:<1tholir Bbllops 
Secretariat for Ecumenical and lnterreligious Affairs 
3211 -llh Slrt't't i\.K Wa~hln1:1on. DC 20017·119-I t·.a.:x 120215-11 ·3322 TEI.EX 7-I00-12-1 
Ecumt•nlral Affairs (202)541·3020 Cathollc·Jrv.-lsh Rrlallon~ (202)541·3005 lntcrrl'll1?lous Rr.latlons 1202)5-11·3025 

PERSONAL REFLECTIONS ON THE IRAQI MISSILE ATrACKS 

A Letter to the Israeli Peopl~ 

On January 18, 1991, Archbishop John R. Roach, speaking for the full body of 

Catholic Bis~~ps in the _United States, sent a letter to Mr. Zaiman Shoval, the Israeli 

Ambassador to the United' States. That letter expressed the "deep sorrow and profound 

moral outrage" with which the Catholic community in this country has responded to Iraq's 

"indiscriminate" and "unprovoked" missile attack on the civilian population of the State of 

Israel. I can only add to this official condemnation some personal views on the attitudes 
. . 

of the Catholic community, as well as my own. 

America's 57 million Catholics form its largest single religious denomination and 

doubtlessly its most ethnic.ally diverse religious community. We are to be found in all 

levels of society and hold _nearly every shade or the spectrum of public opinion on most 

issues of domestic and foreign policy. Yet I would not hesitate to say that the vast 

. majority of us share our bishops' moral revulsion at the missile bombings of Israel's cities~· 

Personally, ~s I heve watched hour af'.ter hour and night after night the televised 

accounts of the reprehensible attacks and their devastating psychological effects on 

innocent women, men ~d children, I have come to appreciate more and more deeply not 

only the horrors of making war on civilians, as Saddam Hussein has done, but even mor~ 

the indomitable courage or the Jewish people, its will to survive, and its capacity for hope. 

As the father or a on~year-old girl, I have watched with growing horror the images or 

Israeli parents, many 9r whose own parents survived the death camps of Europe, placing 



-2-

gas masks on their children and laying their babies in sealed cradles. These images will 

never leave my souL ·As those who launched the missiles must be condemned for their 

moral cowardice and brutish inhumanity, so those who have endured them must be saluted 

for their bravery and moral integrity. 

As. a Christian and as an American, I can perhaps never fully comprehend what these 

hours and days of suffering, coming as they have in the last decade of what Pope John 

Paul II has rightly called, "the century of the Shoah," have meant for Jews in Israel and in 

America. But I can say to you as a Catholic, and know that many Catholics say it in their 

hearts with me: You are not alone. We stand with you, as Americans and as Christians. 

Never again will the world stand silently by as innocent Jews are murdered by a vicious 

"tyrant. This time, and I pray God for all time, you do not stand alone. 

~,.,.,~ 
Euge/e J. ~ , , -

Director for Catholic-Jewish Relations 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops 

January 22, 1991 



To: 

From: 

INTERNATIONAL RESCUE COMMITTEE 
386 P.ARK .AVENUE SOUTH • NEW YORK, N . Y . 10016 • ( 2 1 2) 6 7 9 . 0 0 1 0 

Bob , Charles, 1<_~ 
John and/f'.!arc.A7 cc: Vienn!>9te: 
Munich,~ 

January 23, 1991 

Subject: 

Carel Sternberg Soviet Jews in Germany 

Marcel sent us a clipping from the Neue Zurcher Zeitung (NZZ), of 
January 9, a well-informed Swiss daily, titled Germany as the 
Destination of Jews. This is a summary of the article, with the 
more important passages translated verbatim and set in quotation 
marks. My own comments are parenthesized. 

The number of Soviet Jews who moved to Germany in 1990 i$ estimated 
at ~... In l,JL~ ....... <!!Lc?.,=tgg~~.l together ~8Jn1TI"e";'"'~"'e~"'"repo rted to 
have come to Germany, mainly to Berlin. - Tnere have been reports 
that during the last few weeks as many as one hundred Soviet 

~~h?ft~~*~~~~~·r!~b·f:::--~~n .. ~,;l~!·;7*;~~r:~f;~tf~f~~~~~} 
made.,,.. u·s~"""hor··-nThe~·-East-German Government's offer, announced 
immediately before the ' unification date of October 3, to become 

.:;,:.. legal permanent residents of Germany . " 
~ 

·There is a Counseling Office for Jewish Emigres in what used to be 
East Berlin, housed ·in what was the Nazi Progagande Ministry before 
1945. · Why Jews are again moving to Germany is usually explained in 
terms of an anti-Semitic groundswell in their home country . The 
J.e .wish Ge.n_tral..,,,.£0.uncil of Germany favors Jewish immigration from 
~es~~·'t~tUnion 'b"~C'aUs"~:"'tile""-e5tnn:-·rrrg"·ccYmmuni ty of about ~o is 
short of young people and in need of "revitalization". The Isr~el 
section of the World Jewish Conifr~-·s's";"""'"ffoweve""r"';A•"'ls opposed to this 
position, and "German sources like to .refer to these objections f from Israel which ostensibly do not permit the Bonn Government to 

l authorize the unfettered admission of Soviet Jews." 

Also, " as Israel offers acceptance to all Jews, Germany could not 
grant the Jewish emigres from the Soviet Union the legal status of 
political refugees. To refuse them entry, on the other hand, or to 
e xpel them to Israel is out of the question for obvious political 
reasons. Bonn always stresses that it is aware of the special 

....__ German obligations toward Jews." 

In view of the heavy intake of German repatriates and asylum 
seekers from many"'Count:''f-"l:es~''"·-ci5nsidera ti on has been given to 
limiting the admission .of Jewish immigrants to about 3JOOO annually 
over the next four· years . . Objections immediately ~~--'1.~cn~ 
quota, an~'Ef=ceift~r"at"'C:touncil of German Jews protested vehemently 
against puttipg a stop to the movement or a quota limitation. It 
also assailed the notion that Germany _should give preference to 
vounger Jewish immigrants who have speci a l s ki l ls and belong to the 
V ACf\~ 

so.:.caTfe a "'-G'erma i'i'-"'KuTtt fflf r ·e .. is". (There are not likely to be many 
potential Jewish .--frKDrig""Fa:tY'-ts1,~who speak German and thus could be 
considered as bel6nging to the German cultural environment . There 
were quite a few of them some fifty years ago in the Baltic states, 

fin Galicia and in the Buco~iva). · · 



Soviet Jews in Germany 
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Last summer, still according to the NZZ, 10,000 inquiries and visa 
applications from Soviet Jews were teg1stere-cr~·"';t""'~the German 
Consulates in the Soviet Union. 

It is not the Federal Government of Germany but the various Lander 
that - decide who ._ is .to be admi_tted into their terr1'lo"r1e-S:---.....The 

:t~~'4'1.::..":".:.;t'-7~1.'-~~-:...: .. _,-~t·~:or•~>.:-i-f' .. -..._..::.:_-r~~,......_~..:-• ., •• ~ui> ~ ... ,,,.,;:~.: • •""'; -::·.,.- .. ,..,.. ~· • ... - ..... ·-· 

matter· is oeing discussed by the -respective Mi'ni ~f~_~_s, ... q_.f_. ,.tne 
Inter.ior and they seem to have settled on the ide~o'f'"'~ :.;,>11,~tr;·r1-;.ng'ent 
--=-:::.:.:..-.. --- • .~~;r.·.•¥.,$C.~:-,~.it'S• 
sol~tion" (using the word perhaps in both its meanings, contingent 
on""'Uncontrolled events and contingent as a body of people. ) "Under 
appropriate acceptance guaranties by the Lander, a certain number 
of Soviet Jews would annually be granted the status of contingent 
refugees which in practice would be equivalent to the status of a 
recognized asylee and include permanent residence rights and the 
right to work. About the size of the eventual yearly contingents, 
there is, for the time being, no agreement. The social-democratic 
Minister of the Interior of North-Rhine/West.P.n.a'f'ic:l"'s·p'olfe.-of--·a.. 
r~'f-';'b~'Ut:"- 1o;~oon~··;re-ws"'P'E;';"""a';;~;Jffi-""r~·r:···aii -~LG~~a,J}-y.,.,,,__.which 
wou 1 d c 1ear1 y ex c eed"'t'fiep'f"'evi0us'i'Y:v.-m~'fi"i~'!ffon1eff';·q"\fffi-· ye 't ·-at the same 
time not author ize an unlimited intake. The decision will have to 
be reached in deliberations between the Minister Presidents of the 
Lander with Chancellor Kohl." 

(The concept of "contingent refugee" ls new. If truly equivalent 
to asylee status ;-:re...,1-5·-ac.~c~p'tabi .... e·-"·a·s· .. a"""p';actical IJ)easure. One 
hopes never.,.tflefess that somebody in Germany will make a strong case 
for considering Soviet Jews as ~~.~~~--;._~~.$.9J~M...~.~te~~Jl.ti tled, by the 
criteria of international refugee "I~w, .. to full-fle~.g.e.c;i ...... :r..~Jugee 
status i n G~rmany;;::.--~fi•0Vu·g'f>.~.,·yt-11:5·1_r~e"th'8:'f''·a11 Jews'"c~·~· enter r ~'i-'ael r----·-- --~ 
ana upon arrival acquire citizenship there , this in no way should 

~limit their right to apply for refugee status in another country. 
The Refugee Convention does not prescr'Yt>e"'the place (state) of a 
refugee's flight destination, and the only limitation t hat has thus 
far been imposed is that a person who has been accepted as a 
refugee in one country cannot then move on and successfully apply 
for refugee status in another country. The precedents for ''freedom 
of c hoice" in refugee matters is, of course, the long-standing 
U.S. policy of processing Soviet Jews as refugees in Rome and now 
the U.S. policy of granting refugee status to Jews and others who 
are still within the Soviet Union. While this latter practice is 
based on U. S . legislation, the former is strictly in conformance 
with established refugee law.) 

p. s. The clipping sent in by Marcel is attached. 
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eutschland als Ziel von 8ow1et1uden 

Ch. M. Bonn, 7. Januar 

cit einigen Monaten ist ein bctrachtlicher Zu-
1 strom jiidischcr Auswanderer aus dcr Sowjet­
union nach Dcutschland zu vcrzeichnen. Im gan-
zen vergangenen Jahr soil ihre Zahl mchr als 2000 
Personen betragen haben, wlihrend es sich in den 
beiden vorangegangenen Jahren noch um insge­
samt weniger als 400 R!lle gehandelt hatte. In den 
letztcn Wochen zirkulierten Berichte, wo nach nun 
taglich mehr als einhundert Sowjetbilrger jlidi­
scher Herkunft als Touristen in Deutschland, zu­
meist in Berlin, einreisten. Unmittelbar vor der 
Wicdervercinigung am 3. Oktober batten zu­
mindest etwa 800 sowjetischc Juden von cinem 
Angebot des damaligen DDR-Ministerrats Ge­
brauch gemacht und das Recht zum st.a.ndigen 
/\ufenthalt in Deutschland erworben. Im Ver­
glcich zur Statistik iil>er deutsche Aussiedler sowie 
ilber Asylbewerber in Deutschland fa.lit das Pro­
blem z:ah!cnmassig dcnnoch kaum ins Gewicht: 
397 073 Aussiedler, davon 147 950 allein aus der 
Sowjctunion, ge!;ingCen lctztcs Jahr nach 
Deutscl1land, wahrend zustitzlich die Zahl der 
Asylbcwcrbcr im selben Zcitraum sich um 59,1 
Prozent auf 193 063 Personen crhOhte. 

Oic Schultcn des Nutionulsoziafo;muis 

ln Be rlin befindct sich die ((Ilcratungsstelle filr 
judische Emigrantcn» im fliiheren Ostteil dcr 
Stadt in einem historisch Oberaus vorbclastctcn 
Gcbaudc: 13evor cs jahnehntelang als Sitz der 
«Liga for Yolkcrfrcundschaft» und dcr Nationa­
lcn Front dcr SED·Diklatur d iente, hattc es in 
den zwolf Jahrcn dcr nationalsozialistischen 
Herrschaft das Propaga11dami11i.sterium von Joser 
Goebbels bchcrbergt. Damit ist durch eineo Ort· 
lichen Zufall auch zugleich der besonders heiklc 
politische Aspekt jildischer Einwanderung nach 
Deutschland versinnbildlicht. Allein d ie Tatsache 
ciner solchen Immigration wirkt zunacbst einmal 
in Erinncrung an die Vcrfolgung und Vemichtung 
des europaischen J~dentums d urch Hitlers 
Deutschland wie eine Oberforderung der Pbanta­
sie. Weshalb zieht cs nach all den Schrecken der 
Vergan,genheit Juden wieder aach Deutschland? 
Die Frage erhielt bishcr noch kaum cine uberzeu­
gcnde Antwort, das heiklc Thema gclangte bloss 
sporadisch in die deutschen Mcdien. Gcmeinsam 
isl den Antworten vieler ausgcwanderter Sowjet­
juden stets dcr H inweis auf eine anti.mniti.vclze 
Gru11dwelle in ihrer bisherigcn Heimat. Fast hun­
dertmal so viel, wic im vergangenen Jahr nach 
Deutschland gelangten, zogen deshalb nach 
Israel, dem «natiirlichen» Ziel d ieses neuen Ex­
odus aus dem stets pogromverdachtigen curopili­
schen Osten. 

In Dcutschland lcben hcute wicder ungefahr 
30 000 Judcn. Yon seitcn ihrcs Zcntralrats wird · 
die judischc Immigration aus dcr Sowjetunion 
durchaus befUrwortet, da sie zu einer Revitalisie­
rung der zumcist ilbcralterten jildischen Gemein· 
den flihren konntc. Die israelische Sektion des 
World Jewish Congress iibte freilich Kritik an d ie­
ser Hal tung. Nach ihrer Ansicht darf es eine sol· 
che Emigration in ein anderes Land als Israel und 
dariiber hinaus noch ausgercchnct nach Deutsch­
land ilbcrhaupt nicht geben. Deutscherseits wird 
immer wicder auf solche Einwande aus Israel ver­
wicscn, die cs Bonn nicht gestatteten, einen vollig 
freien Zustrom sowjetischer Juden nach Deutsch­
land zu ermoglichcn. 

Da Israel alien Juden Aufnahme gewahrt, ver­
mochte Dcutschland den jildischen Emigranten 
aus der Sowjetunion auch gar nicht den asylrecht· 
lichen Status politi.vc/1 Vcrfolgter einzuraumen. Sie 
wegzuweisen oder nach Israel abzuschieben 
kommt anderscits aus o ffenkundigen politischcn 
Grunden nicht in Frage. Bonn betont stets, dass 
cs sich durchaus dcr besonderen dcutschcn Ycr­
pnichtung gegeniiber den Jud_ei:_!>ewusst sei. 

· Angesichts des enormen Zustroms von Aus­
siedlem und Asylbewerbem tauchten im vergan­
genen Sommer Uberlegungeo auf, die Aufnah~e 
jiidischer Emigranten auf etwa 3000 Pcrsonen in 

den nilchsten vier Jahren zu begrenzen. Einc sol· 
che Quot.enregelung stiess sogleich auf Ilcdcnken. 
Der•Zentralrat dcr Judcn in Deutschland wandtc 
sich vehement gegen jeden Einwanderungsstopp 
oder eine Quotenregelung. Zugleich wies er Yo r­
stellungen zurilck, wonach cine Auswahl untcr 
m6glichen Einwanderern besondcrs qualilizicrtc 
Fachkr'.ifte der jungercn Gener.ltion aus dcm 
«deutschen Kulturkrcis» bevorzugen sollte. lm 
lctzten Sommer lagen den konsularischen Vertrc­
tungen dcr damals noch zwei dcutschcn Staaten 
in der Sowjelunion iiber 10 000 Antrllge und An· 
fragen seitens sowjetischer Juden lur eine Einreise 
nach Deutschland vor. 

Crosszugige lleschrtinkung? 
Zusllindig fiir die Aufnahme von Einwandcrcm 

sind die Bu11deslii11der. In den bisherigen Diskus­
sioncn dcr lnnenministcr der Uindcr hat sich 
mittlcrwcile dcr Gcdanke einer Kontingentlosung 
durchgcsetzt. Untcr cntsprcchender Aufnahmc· 
garantic durch d ie Under erhielte demnach jedcs 
Jahr cine bcstimmtc Anzahl einwandcrungswilli­
ger sowjctischcr Judcn den Status cines Kontin­
gentflilchtlings, welcher praktisch jenem eincs 011-

erkanntm Asylbewerbcrs gleichkommt und die 
Gew:lhrung des standigen Aufenthalts~ts so­
wie dcr Arbcitserlaubnis einschliesst. Ober die 
Hohe eines moglichen Jahreskontingcnts divcr­
gicren vordcrhand noch die Zahlen. Der sozial· 
demokratische lnnenminister von Nordrhcin­
Westfalen, Sch11oor, nannte bereits die l.ahl von 
etwa 10 000 Juden filr ganz Dcutschland p ro 
Jahr, was deutlich liber frilher gcnanntcn Quoten 
lage und zuglcich nicht cine unlimitierte Einwan­
derung bedeuten wiirde. Daliiber milsscn nun 
freilich erst noch die Ministcrprli.sidentcn der 
Under mit Bundeskanzlcr Kohl bcr.1ten. 

naumung 
der Hamburger Hafcnstrassc? 

Dewohner wollen Bcru£ung cinlcgcn 
Hamburg, 7. Jan. (ap) Die Hafcnstrasse in 

St. Pauli muss gcraumt wcrden. Das Hamburger 
Landgericht crklartc am Montag mo rgen cine 
fristlosc Kimdigung des Pachtvcrtr:iges nir rcch· 
tens. Das Urteil isl vorlliulig vollstreckbar. Der 
Vcrein H;ifenstrasse will dagegen Bcrufu ni; vor 

. dem Hanseatischen Obc:1andcsgcricht einlcgen. 
Der Geschliftsflihrer der sliidtischen Hafenrand 
GmbH erkllirte im Gerichtssa.al, er werde jct:Lt 
bcim Gerichtsvollzieher die Zwang.svollstreckung 
beantragcn. Ein Hamburger Poliuisprecher sagle 
aber, er recline in naher Zukunft 11icht mit eincr 
Raumu~g. 

Zahlrcichc Tote bci neucn 
Gcfcchten im Pandschab 

Delhi, 6. Jan. (a/p) Bei Auscinandcrsetzungen 
zwischen militanten Sikhs und Polizisten sind im 
indischen Gliedstaat Pandschab am Wochenende 
zahlreiche Menschen urns Leben gekommen. 
lndische Sicherheitskrlifte erschosscn laut Ansa· 
ben des staatlichen Femsehens in dcr Nacht zum 
Sonntag sechs Sikh-Kilmpfer und einen Last­
wagenfahrer im Bezirk Ropar. In Ludhiana wur­
den die von Kugeln durchsicbten Leichen von 
zwci Sikhs gefunden, die laut Mcldungen der 
Nachrichtenagcntur PTI von einer rivafll·iere11dc11 
Gm ppe erschossen wurden. Ein Sikh-Polizist und 
cine junge Frau wurdcn von militantcn Sikhs im 
Dorf Dalla im Gebiet Batala getOtct. Ein weitcrcr 
Zivilist wurde in Bhatinda ermordet. 
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\ 
Sir Sigmund Sternberg o.su !<CSG .1P 

Rabbi Marc H Tanenbaum, 
45 East 89th Street ( 18F ) , 
New York, NY 10128 USA 

.... -- . 

Dear Marc, 

Star House Graft9n Road 
Lonoon .NWS 480 

· ·r a!~phone 071 ·455 2538 
Fac5imile 071-485 4512 

Oate 

Our rel 

You< rel 

23 January 1991 

·· SSS/ OW 

I read with great interest your article about Queen Isabella. 
Tomorrow, I will be attending. the opening \ by the Spanish 
Ambassador of an. exhibition "SEPHARAD SEPHARAD;' a_t t~e sp::inish 
·rnsti tute. I wl.11 refer to the proposed ca~on1zat1on tn my 
address. 

,. I have seen the two statements issued by the NCLCI and the 
National council of the Churches of Christ, USA and am trying to 
g,!E!t_ -~!~~J~~ _ §t:~~~m~nt$ -·~rom __ _ the __ Br·i~tish·. -eler;gy'"_ --· ·'-'" tt - is 
essential that the Vatican speaks out on behalf of Israel. Your 
article "Vatican- Jewish Relations 25 Years On", is excellent. 

In February I will be att ending . the Worl d Council o f Churches 
seventh Assembly in Canberra (7 - 14 February). Hopefully we 
will be able to meet in March, when Hazel and I will be s taying 
at the UN Plaza between 4th and 10th March. 

Kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

Si r Sigrn~tern 

PS Have you any i.:onment to make on the Pope's statP.ment, issued today? 

' 

• • I , 

\ 

- .. --· -- " 

.. 
" \ 

/' 

1· 

i 
I 

!~___:--=--~~-------------------------



Sey:our D. Reich 
Chairman 

Dr. Leon Feld::lan 
Consultant 

Sy~a909ue Council o! America 
327 Lexington Avenue 

> · Ne·..- -Yor-lc"' NY 10016 
~- Tel.: :.:'. . .(.'i:~2·) -· 636-8570 

Fax: (212) 686-8673 

~OPE.AN SEcu:TARIAT 

World 3ewish Conqres• 
1 Rue de Vare.mbe 
1211 Ceneve 20, Svitzcrland 
Tel: (41) 22- 734-13-25 
Fax: (41) 22-73-33-985 

:.::er!can ~e•is~ Co::Uttee 
163 Ea~.+ 56 Street 
!le• Yo:~. NY 10022 
Te!: (212) 75~-4000 
Fax (2~2) 751-4018 

B'r.l[li B'ri~/ 
. .:..""iti Oe!a:iation Lea_gue 

823 U.N. Plaza 
Ne• York, NY 10017 
~el: (212) 490-2525 
Fax: (212) 867~0779 

The Israel Interfaith Association 
P.O.B. 77:19 
JerYsale~ 91.077, Israel 
Tel: (972) 2-6l-S2-12 

Synaqogue Council ot America 
( 327 Lex~~~on Av.-..nue . 
;-- Nev Yo:rll::; NY l.0011 

Tel: (212) 686-1670 
Fax: (212) 686-167J 

World jevish Congress 
501 Madison Avenue 
Ne• York. NY 10022 
Tel: (212) 755-5770 
Fax: (212) 755-SllJ 

(LAF) 

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMIITEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

January 25 •· 1991 

Dear !JCIC Member 
representin~ the constituent agencies 

The .next IJCIC meeting will take place on 

.'~UESDAY 9 .FEBRUARY .5TH , 199.l at 12.30 noon 
. .. . 

(lunch will be served) 

at the offices of the Synagogue Council of America 
(entrance at 39th Street/Lexington Ave). 

The agenda wHl include the following: 

1. WCC Assembly at Camberra. Australia 

2. Proposed Steering Committee meeting of the. · 
Vatican Commission on Religious Relations 

,, 

with the Jews and IJCIC. scheduled for, February 
26 but postponed to early in March - and dis­
cussion of the suggested agenda. 

3. Plans, date and locale of the next Liaison 
Committee of the Vatican/IJIC and suggested 
agenda. 

3. Report of the Sub-committees for the implementation 
of various agenda items -

.. ~a bbi F.. Schcnf eld . :-;.}.Pt_a_gue R~solut-ions - _,_ .... ~- . ::· · 
Rabbi A.- -James- Rudin - Beatification of ·Queen· Isabella 

.. RabbL:Jack .Bemporad· - Shoah 
-Rabbi.~Leon Klenicki -Catechism document 

PLF.ASE NOTIFY "THIS OFFICE WITHOUT DELAY INDICATING YOU 
A Tl'ENDANCE. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

·: Seymour D. Reic~, chairman 

Leon A. Feldman. consultant 

P.S. Please find enclosed several newsitems 
from statement issued by the Pope and 
other Catholic auhhorities. 



CHIZUK AMuNO 
CONGREGATION 

January 25, 1991 
10 Shevat 5751 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th Street 
New York, New York 10028 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

JOEL H. ZAIMAN 
Rabbi 

I am delighted that you will be able to join_ us in 
Washin9ton on the 6th .. 

Dr. Morton Siegel shared with me the enclosed 
statement from Harvard Educational Review . I 
thought it might be of interest to you. 

Looking forward to seeing you . 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure 

8100 STEVENSON ROAD e BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21208 • TELEPHONE: 486-6400 



Making Moral Youth 

ANDREW GARROD, Dartmouth College 
ROBERT W. HOWARD, Sacramento City Unified School Distn.ct 

THE MORAL CHILD: NURTURJNC CHILDRE:-1
1
S NATURAL MORAL GROWTH 

by William Damon. 
New York: The Free Press, 1988. 166 pp. $19. 95. 

UWRENCE KOHLBERC's APPROACH TO MORAL EDUCATION 

by F. Clark Power, Ann Higgins, and Lawrence Kohlberg. 
New York: Columbia University Press: 1989. 322 pp. $40. 00. 

CHAR.~CTER DEVELOP~ENT IN SCHOOLS AND BEYOND 

edited by Kevin Ryan and Gc:orge F. !vkLean. 
New. York: Praeger, 1987. 409 pp. $51.95. 

Students today arc growing up in a morally complex environmenc. They can look 
up to prominent moral exemplars, such as Nlother Teresa and Bishop Tutu, or 
to virtually anonymous moral heroes, such as social workers who offer shelter ro 
the homeless and to nurses and others who care for people with AIDS. But stu­
dents are also confronted with the moral failings of prominent figures in govern­
ment, the church, and business. What are they to make of.a military leader who 
lies to Congress in the name of a self-determined higher good? Or of religious lead­
ers who threaten damnation co the sinful, yet indulge in the very acts they claim 
to despise? Or of business people who value shareholder profit over public safety? 

It is not surprising th~t many of our youth are in crisis. Adolescent drug abuse, 
pregnancy, and suicide are on the rise. Though there is much hand-wringing 
about our youth, there is no consensus about how to guide them through moral 
straits. Whose values, whose morality should our youth choose? Who should be 
the primary moral equcators: religious organizations, schools, families? Indeed, 
in a pluralistic society, can there be agreement on moral education? 

Though parents and religious educators can narrowly define moral education, 
schools are denied this luxury because their students .come from many different 
moral backgrounds. Some people ·challenge the notion that schools can educate 
students morally without conflicting with or denigrating religion. Others clamor 
for schools to get involved. Even without formal moral education courses, a school 
does in fact teach morality and values in the very way it ·operates. In the manners 
and relationships expected of students and staff, the system of rewards and p~nish· 
mencs, the autonomy and privacy it allows students, its curricular emphases, or 
in its use of shaming, the school is a moral arena. . 

Three recent books help crystalize the current debate over moral education: The 
Moral Child by William Damon; Lawrence Koh/berg's Approach to J\tforal Education by 
Clark Power, Ann Higgins, and· Lawrence Kohlberg, and Character Development in 
Schools and Beyond, edited by Kevin Ryan and·George McLean. All address the cur­
rent crisis, but from different angles: the traditionalist and the developmentalist 
perspectives. 

Harvard Educational Review Vol. 60 No. 4 November 1990 
Copyright © by President <>.nd Fellows of H<>.rvard College 
0017-8055/90/1100-0513$1.25/0 
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Essa}' Raieu:s 
GARROD AND HOWARD 

Other chapters concentrate· largely on school- or community-based programs or 
have a special focus, such as the influence of religion or the media. 

Included in the "disorder-analysis-remedies" group are the chapters by Ryan 
and Lickona, Johnson, Nicgorski , Wynne, and Hess. The disorders are presented 
either factually (documented by descriptive statistics), as in the chapters by Ryan 
and Lickona, or in a more analytic manner, as in the approach followed by Henry 
Johnson,Jr., in his scholarly chapter, "Society, Culture and Character Develop­
ment." Johnson's macro-sociological analysis of our present social ills points to the 
influence of Adam Smith's well-meaning ·but ill-favored economic theory: "What­
ever his [Adam Smith's] intent, his economic analysis provided a foundation for 
a radically new moral justification for unfettered greed and avarice beneficial to 
the few" (p. 63). This is a useful pointer for those who wish to uncover the structur­
al and cultural factors associated with alienation, powerlessness, and anomie­
conditions that often have been found to be the roots of social malaise and dis­
orders (see, for example, Willis, 19ii). 

In the most controversial "disorder-analysis-remedies" chapter, Wynne and 
Hess ·provide a sequence of illustrations that links increases in homicides, suicides, 
and-teenage pregnancies with one another and with low achievement test scores 
in schools. While their use of bar charts and statistics to support their case may 
be visually arresting, their argument is surprisingly naive from the viewpoint of 
accepted criteria of data analysis: "It is appropriate to remark on the . . . distress­
ing internal consistency of the s.tatistics presented" (p. 54) (meaning, presumably, 
.that the bar chart patterns are similar to one another). This is indeed an odd use 
of the technical term "internal consistency," as is their remark: "Whatever one's 
questions about the accuracy of any particular measure of disorder presented, it 
is evident that the shifts in each measure tend to increase the credibility of all the 
others" (p.54). Nloreo"-'.er, the implied cause-and-effect r_elationship between teen­
age pregnancies and low test scores, for example, flies dangerously in the face of 
the well-established research caveat against suggesting any cause-and-effect rela­
tionship without the support of valid and reliable empirical data. 

The remedies off~red by the authors in this "disorder-analysis-remedies" group 
are diverse. They are often neatly packaged and enumerated. We have Lickona's 
precisely numbered "Ten Big Ideas for Raising Good Children" - elaborated on 
richly in his accessible handbook ltaising Good Children - and his "three broad goals 
of character development.," which, in turn, lead to developing in children seven 
specific qualities. Lacer, in an epilogue, M. Donald Thomas, Jr., lists six funda­
mental principles (six "oughts") drawn from "our basic documents, a careful study 
of our history, and an analysis of the attributes of our moral heroes" (p. 381 ), fol­
lowed by six criteria for moral behavior. Indeed, Thomas faults the other contrib­
utors for their reluctance to identify .and advocate "a set of values as criteria against 
which we can examine moral behavior" (p. ·387). Taking a different approach, in 
"Students and Schools" Edward Wynne lauds the practice of one school on its rem­
edy for counteracting youth deviance: the most troublesome girls are invited to 
join the "charm class," where the aim is to "refine" young girls into young ladies 
who will know the benefits of "poise, good grooming, posture, etiquette, and many 
other factors which contribute to a young lady" (p. 109). Wynne supports, entirely 
without any documentation, the opinion that, "Girls can frequently be more de­
vious [than boys)', can get into fights, and generally cause more restlessness and 
insecurity in a class" (p. 109). 



Character education, associated with the traditionalist perspective, focuses on 
teaching what is right and wrong and emphasizes the moral achievements of the 
society and culture as a foundation for moral education. Exposure to exemplary 
role models and the selection of wholesome curriculum materials that transmit cul­
turally approved values to the young are critical to character education. Learners 
who will absorb these values are viewed as blank slates, essentially passive; they 
acquire virtue through instruction, social rewards, and punishments. An example 
of the character education approach "is Boston University's Center for the Ad­
vancement of Ethics and Character, which emphasizes in its moral teaching "core . 
values" (respect, integrity, courage, empathy) and teaching didactically the com­
mon philosophical roots of American culture. 

On the other hand, developmental moral education focuses on how to decide what 
is right and wrong and emphasizes the moral principles that have been established 
to guide one's moral deliberations in action. It portrays moral education as a pro­
cess to be developed rather than a content to be inculcated, and views moralknowl­
edge not as transmitted by the culture, but as actively constructed by each indi­
vidual through interaction with the social world. 

Current leading proponents .of character education include Kevin Ryan, Ed­
ward Wynne, and William Bennett. Outstanding among the developmentalists 
are Lawrence Kohlberg's contemporaries and students, including Ralph Mosher, 
Clark Power, and Ann Higgins. ' 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the books under review is their varying de­
grees of theoretical cohesion. The Moral Child, which· is singly authored, is the most 
cohesive. Lawrence Koh/berg's Approach to Moral Education, which is jointly authored, 
presents a range of methods and degrees of specialization. Some chapters in this 
book are easily accessible, whereas others demand specialized knowledge, such as 
that ·required by the chapter on the measurement of moral atmosphere. Despite 
these differences, however, this book (which indudes sizable contributions from 

Joseph Reimer, Marvin Berkowitz, and Judy Codding) presents a uniformly de-
. velopmental perspective to m~ral education, an ideology wholly representative of 

the developmental approach. In contrast, the edited volume~ Character Dt7.Jelopment 
in Schools and Beyond, presents an amalgam of different perspectives. Of the three 
books under review, however, this book highlights most consistently the character 
education approach. It is interesting to note that, with the exception of fo~er Sec:­
retary of Education William Bennett, virtually all of the major figures in character 
education have contributed to this book. . 

Charader Development in Schools and Beyond is the work of fourteen contributors, 
in addition to the writers of the prologue and epilogue. This book had its origin 
in a series of seminars convened by McLean, a philo~opher from Catholic Univer­
sity; the participants were interested in integrating their disparate approaches to 
public education. Three questions are addressed in the book: How can moral 
growth be assisted by family, community, church, higher education, and the mass 
media? How can we educate so as to develop "full moral agency"? What obstacles 
confront us as we undertake such an enterprise? (p. 17). This is a challenging 
agenda indeed, and it is to the editors' credit that they have assembled chapters 
that, together, cover the ground planned. 

Many chapters follow a disorder-analysis-remedies design - that is, a descrip­
tion of moral decline in society, followed by a statement of social disorders associ­
ated with this decline, and, finally, a list of suggested remedies or interventions. 
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The key to the success of any classroom approach to moral education is the 
teacher. Rohen J. Starratt's entire chapter is a reflection of t.eachers' intuition 
about moral education in the classroom. It focuses on "practice, or on principles 
derived from practice ... " (p. 227). It will not "contain scholarly references be­
cause it will reflect teachers' craft experience. Readers , however, may discern the 
footprints of John Dewey: he said most of this years ago" (p. 227). The acknowl­
edgement is indeed refreshing, as ·we suspect that much of what many of the other 
writers have to say is also "warmed over" Dewey. Perhaps it is Starratt's Deweyan 
underpinning that contributes to the cohere~ce of this chapter. Despite the writer's 
disclaimer, Starratt does indeed speak from a scholarly "high ground" of adoles­
cent psychology. He skillfully develops a wide range of guiding principles and 

. classroom scenarios, referring to the classroom as community, parental involve­
ment, and linkages with the wider community, relating all of these to personal 
moral growth. 

Also of high calibre is the fine chapter by Walter Nicgorski, "The College Ex­
perience and Character Development." In his initial pages, Nicgorski refers to the 
crisis on the college campus as an echo of the disorder in society, since "crisis 
breeds crisis" (p. 329). His prescriptions for improvement concern such ideals as 
"the recovery of commitment," affective education, "the teacher as model," and 
"the peer group as source of models and opponunities of practice" (p. 350). Al­
though these topics are covered by other contributors, Nicgorski contributes origi­
nal insights based on reflected experience. 

Three chapters that do not follow the pattern of disorder-analysis-remedies are 
"Panners in Moral Education: Communities and their Public Schools" bv Madhu 
Suri Prakash~ "School Climate and Character Development" by Clark Po'wer, and 
"The Role ·of Religion in Character Development" by Thomas C. Hennessy. In 
his chapter, Hennessy very convincingly ~overs ground similar to that covered by 
Ryan and Lickona (p. 8) and later by Lickona (p. 260). Power's analysis of Durk­
heim's <;attachment to groups" as a basis for moral growth is followed by the only 
research-based .offering in the entire book- a description of the just community 
school approach: how it was de·veloped and its encouraging results. "\'V'e think that 
the Just Community approach has a much better chance of succeeding in the long 
run, than other less integrated approaches" (p. 312). 

Clive Beck's "l'v1ora1 Education in the Junior High School" is useful for its analy-· 
sis of students' perspectives and for its emphasis on identifying and meeting stu­
dent needs. Its lists · of study themes and sample curricular units will appeal to 
practitioners. '"~onhwhile, too, for both teachers and parents, are Sullh·an's com­
ments in "Television as a Moral Ed\,lcator." He jncJudes in his analysis such topics 
as, "we become what we behold" and "consumer capitalism: the dominant cultural 
story and vision" (p. 312) . 
. It was understandably difficult for the editors of Character Development in Schools 

and Beyond to organize contributions from a ,·ariety of religious traditions and ide­
ologies. "which run the gamut from neo-conservative to neo-Marxist" (p. 17) into 
a cohesive production. Nevertheless, it would have helped the reader if an intro­
duction had pointed the way and dra\.m similarities, differences, and common 
purposes together. This is not done until. half-way through the first chapter, when 
shared assumptions are identified, but in a way unheralded by a subheading or 
any other "flag" to gain the reader's notice. 

The title of the book (one notes the use of the word "character" juxtaposed with 
the word "development") suggests a rapprochement between the two hitheno unre-
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lated theories of "values inculcation". and "moral development." This was, as 
noted, the original raison d'etre for the group's efforts. However, the notion of 
"development," as actually treated by most of the contributors, is quite at variance 
·with the theory of moral development as derived from key figures in the develop­
mental field, including Jean Piaget, Lawrence Kohlberg, and Carol Gilligan. In­
deed, it is puzzling to find that Piaget's name (but not any presentation of his theo­
ry) is mentioned on only two pages, and citations of Kohlberg's theory are made 
only by his colleague Clark Power and in a paragraph by Kevin Ryan in his final 
chapter. Gilligan is mentioned once (p. 343), and then only as illustrating a 
"search for meaning" in the college experience. There is no reference to her major 
contribution to developmental psychology-the influential In a l)ijferent Voice 
(1982). But then, the omission of Gilligan's theory may not seem surp·rising in 
view of the fact that, of the fourteen contributors, onlv two are women, one of· 
whom is a co-author not even mentioned in the list of c'omributors, although her 
male co-author is given a lengthy paragraph. Such a major imbalance of contribu­
tors leaves the book open to a charge of male myopia and bias, which any serious 
publication can no longer afford to risk. 

Despite these oversights, Character Development in Schools and Beyond is a useful · 
book for many reasons: the first-hand experience of many contributors, the broad 
range of contexts that can be utilized by educators from many milieux; and the 

·generally "upbeat" flavor of the contributions, many with their own success stories . 
. We believe that these contributions are, for the most part, based on a well-founded 
faith in the underlying goodness of human nature, and on. the professionalism and 
high ideals of its educators. 

Lawrence Koh/berg's Approach to iHoral Education is a history of Kohlberg and his 
colleagues' efforts ~n schools- from curriculum-based approaches to promoting 
moral community and individual development through participatory and consen­
sus-based democracy. This book is the fruit of a six-year history of educational in­
tervention and research ac the Cluster School (1974-1980) and eight subsequent 
years of·research at other sites by Power, Higgins, and Kohlberg. (Kohlberg was . 
actively involved with this book's writing, buc final editing was completed after his 
death in 198 7.) With a focus on the conditions and structures that foster moral 
growth in the just community schools, the book is an original and decisive contrib­
ution to research and theory in the field of moral education. The authors claim 
to present the definitive statement of _Kohlberg's approach to moral education in 
the schools-an approach that attempts to blend insights from sociology and social 
psychology of schooling with Kohlberg's earlier psychology of moral stages. This 
last phase of Kohlberg's research marks his move beyond individual development 
to a concentration on school culture. and public moral education. This is reflected 
by particular examination of "how schools can develop as just and cohesive com­
munities through involving students in participatory democracy" (p. 2). 

The book moves through introductory chapters that review Kohlberg's theory 
of moral development, his initial practical efforts at class.room moral discussion, 
and his growing vision of just community schools and democratic education. The 
central portion of the book describes the three experimental alternacive high 
schools that are designated "just community schools," their governance structures, 
and the assessment of their moral cultures~ The book closes with chapters compar­
ing the alternative schools with the larger schools in which they are housed and 
a look at the educational future of the just community approach. 

The genesis and history of Kohlberg·s developmental moral education (his the-
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ories and their classroom applications) is reviewed helpfully and succinctly in the 
first chapter. Based on the research of Moshe Blatt, Kohlberg's initial approach 
to moral ed~cation used hypothetical moral dilemmas in the classroom to stimu­
late moral discussion and thought. This research has been widely influential in 

· classrooms throughout the United States. It is a well-established finding in psycho­
logical literature that students who have been ~ubjected to a curriculum in which 
moral discussion has played a dominant role increase approximately half a devel­
opmental stage in comparison with students who have not been similarly involved. 
As a result , this approach to moral education involves utilizing disequilibrium 
(that is, stimulating development by creating a sense of unsettling self-doubt about. 
the adequacy of one's current way of making moral meaning) as a stimulant to 
inoral growth. 

Despite the theoretical success of the approach, many of these interventions have 
been short-lived because teachers found them to be disconnected with their class­
room goals and customary discipline. The approach failed to address the central 
day-to-day issues faced by students and teachers in the life of the school and led one 
principal to ask Kohlberg, "\tVhy is Blatt doing his science fiction dilemma discus­
sion when I need help with the real behavior problems in the school?,, (p . . 35 ). 

Recognizing the urgency for moral discussion to affect student beha"ior as well 
as moral reasoning judgment, Kohlberg shifted his focus from individual moral 
development to the interactions among individual·s in a group. He em·isaged a 
revolutionarv model of moral education-"revolutionarv,, because the role of au-. ; 

thority would have to be redefined within the schools, the relationship between 
students and teachers would have to shift~ and students would have to play a Iaeger 
pan in 'the governance of their schools. 

In creating this culminating phase of his moral education interventions, Kohlberg 
was influenced both by his interactions with educators in the schools and his obser­
Yation of collective education in an Israeli kibbutz. From the visit to the kibbutz, 
Kohlberg concluded he would _have to "combine the principles of moral discussion 
with some of the psychological principles of collective education" (p. 44). From a 
project with the Niantic Prison in Connecticut, a third influence in his new ap­
proach, Kohlberg and his col1eagues Joseph Hickey and Peter Scharf asserted tha~ 
if prison inmates and guards could maintain a just community, there was hope for 
teachers and students as well. Kohlberg and his colleagues sought to create high 
school programs organized as direct panidpatory democracies and explicitly dedi~ 
cated to a communitarian or Gemeinschaft ideal. That is, where indh·iduals and the 
community are seen as \·aluable. in themselves and not merely as a means to one's 
own end. Thus, the just community approach represents Kohlberg's effon to bal­
ance "justice and community; to introduce the powerful appeal of the collective·, 
while both protecting the rights of indi'\·idual students and promoting their moral 
gro\'\'th" (p. 53). 

Although the Cluster School in Cambridge is the most significant of the case 
studies, there are three just community. schools elaborated in this book: the Clus­
ter School; Scarsdale Alternative High School in Scarsdale, New York; and the 
School-\i\~ithin-a-School (S\i\7S) in Brookline, Massachusetts. They are small 
schools (ranging in size from 60 to l 00 students) set within and affiliated with larg­
er schools (Cambridge Rindge and Latin School, Scarsdale High School, and 
Brookline High School. respectively). They have similar features, such as direct 
participatory democracy, the use of university professors ~s consultants (Lawrence 
Kohlberg for the first two, Ralph l'v1osher for the third), and. to one degree or 
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another, a concern for promocing moral development. One striking difference is 
in their racial mix, Cluster, in its fourth year of operacion, being the most hetero­
geneous group (half White and half Black). A second difference is economic: 
Brookline and Scarsdale are dominated by students in the middle and upper mid­
dle class, while Cluster draws its students from a wider socioeconomic strata. A 
third notable distinction is the way the. different interpre~ations of democracic 
community held by Kohlberg and Mosher find expression in the interventions (che 
former characterized by a focus on justice, the latter by an interest in civic skills 
and general psychological development). 

The extent to which the just community approach enhances the quality of com­
munity life in the schools and promotes a highly developed moral curriculum is 

· examined in two chapters devoted to the Cluster School. These chapters, distin­
guished by their rich detail and innovative analysis, discuss just how the moral cul­
ture of schools is assessed. Through a discussion of community meetings, the au­
thors trace the development of collective norms in regard to property loss, class 
attendance. racial integration, and alcohol and marijuana abuse- all burning is­
sues in the urban high school. This is done through an analysis of the develop­
mental stage and phase of the collective norms as they are expressed in community 
meetings and ethnographic .interview assessments (the ·scores were recorded by 
racing individual statements and calculating the modes for each category). The re­
sults are striking and consistent with the authors' hypotheses: Cluster's norms be­
came progressively collectivized over the four years, with movement during the 
second and third years occurring from norms of substantive fairness and order co 
norms of_ community. A review such as this can hardly do justice co the subclety 
and rigor of the authors' presentation of the technical .data on collective norms. 
s ·uffice it to say, this section, which is challenging to non-psychometricians, is 
complemented in che book ~y much fascinating anecdotal descriptive material 
drawn from commictee meetings and general discussions that capture the immedi­
acy of adolescent struggle and hope. For example, in two cases-one of vandalism 
on a retrea.c and another of monev stolen from a communitv member- the authors 
help us understai::id how student~ wrestle with the tex:ision' between individual re­
sponsibility and a sense of group identity, cohesion, and commitment. Overall, 
the authors present compelling testimony to che effectiveness of the just communi­
ty approach. 

But how do 'the three democratic alternative schools do when compared with 
. each other? The just community schools, Cluster and Scarsdale, did produce sig­
nificant changes in the moral reasoning of students, whereas SWS did not 
(p. 279). In their description of SWS, Power, Higgins, and Kohlberg go to great 
lengths to distinguish their communitarian approach from what they call ~fosher's 
and SWS's "libertarian leanings" (p. 231). However, an ironic and counter-intui­
tive finding was that School-Within-a-School scored higher in all of the authors' 
various (and not easily summarized) measures of community, namely: degree of 
~ollectiveness, phase, stage of norm, level of institutional valuing, ~d stage of 
community valuing (p . 254). Since the authors would like to claim that the moral 
atmosphere was · a significant variable in this development, the absence of moral 
growth in SWS is difficult to explain. Of the difference in measures of moral· at­
mosphere, we are led to believe that the different roles taken by Kohlberg and 
Mosher may have contributed to these differences. Kohlberg's role at· Cluster­
"far more forceful as an advocate of the communitarian point of view and of partic­
ular policies" (p. 235)- may well have been less conducive to a sense of communi-
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ty when compared with Mosher's role, which "appeared to lean toward facilitator" 
(p. 235). 

The differences between the democratic schools, though of great interest, are 
less important in our ·view than the question, "How do they fare when compared 
with their parent s·chools?" Very well, it would seem. Applying their method of 
mo~al culture assessment to analyze the school dilemmas interview, the authors 
present their findings in a short but important chapter. The school dilemmas in­
terview contained four hypothetical dilemmas dealing with the situations of help· 
ing an acquaintance, restitution for money stolen, ·stealing from an unattended 
purse, and the use of marijuana. These practical dilemmas were conceived to ~e 
ones pertinent to public high schools. A sample of students drawn from the six 
schools (three alternative, three parent) were asked how they would and should 
resolve the problem in their own schools and how they thought their peers would 
react to the dilemmas. The aim here was for students to focus on the culture of 
their school, with the hypothetical dilemma format allowing for consistent aczross­
school comparisons through an analysis of collective moral prescriptions. The data 
on all the moral culture \•ariables indicate that democratic high schools do, indeed, 
develop moral cultures different from their parent schools. The students in· the 
democratic schools rated their schools more highly, although the authors admit it 
is unclear which features of the school had the largest impact on the moral culture. 

· Interestingly, though the three alternative schools all developed strong norms of 
caring and trust, only in the two schools guided by the just community model 
(Cluster and Scarsdale) were there norms of collective restitution and of reporting 
violations of the drug rule. Though no comparison groups of small non-democrat­
ic schools were used in the study, previous problematic histories of Scarsdale Al­
ternative School and School-Within-a-School before the); adopted the approaches 
of Kohlberg and ~1osher suggest the success of the schools. The authors also pre­
sent data 10 illustrate the effects of moral ·community on social-moral judgement 
and action on an individual basis. In their summary of these data, the authors in­
dicate a modest developmental change only in the two democratic high schools ex· 
plicitly devoted to the just community approach. Howe\•er, when other socio­
moral cognitive measures (closely related to particular features of the democratic 
intervention) are considered, all three democratic schools show positive effects on 
their students. 

From the detailed results presented on comparative moral measures of students 
both in the just community programs .and the larger parent schools, the authors 
present a compelling argument for democratic schooling. The parent.schools may 
well be much admired and serve outstandingly the educational needs of their re· 
spective studerlt populations, yet they fail, the authors claim, "to generat~ positive 
moral cultures." The just communities, on the other hand, have been shown to 
influence positively their members' moral behavior. "The experience of being part 
of a group of people who take trust , care and participation seriously," the authors 
condude convincingly, "is a moral good in itself' (p. 265). 
· In summarizing the achievements of the just community approach, the authors 

demonstrate the: viability of democratically governed schools, the improved quali­
ty of the decisions that were reached in a democratic manner, and the opportunity 
to create common goals and values between students and educators. Students and 
teachers saw themselves as more responsible and better able to stand up for them­
selves and others in the community. Teachers saw an enlarged professional role­
educating whole persons rather than focusing narrowly on courses and disci­
pline- as strong indications of the empowerment of both populations. 
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As the subtitle of The 1\1oral Child-Nurtun·ng Children s Natural 1\1oral Growth­
suggests, Damon holds that, though children are potentially good, they need help 
to be so.Just what lcind of help is needed is described in the latter part of the book. 
Eschewing an indoctrinative approach to moral education, an approach he sees 
as ineffective and possibly counterproductive, and arguing against the rom~tic 
idea of leaving morality to the incipient goodness of the child's own nature, 
Damon carves out a distinctive position that is still within the developmentalist 
tradition . .Wforal growth occurs, then, as the child makes moral meaning of the 
experiences and relationships in her social world. Damon proposes certain guided 
instructional experiences as vital for enhancing "children's moral awareness and 
strengthening their sense of moral responsibility" (p. 14 )," experiences that are 
guided by the rich understanding of children's moral development that research 
has provided. 

Drawing on his own work as· well as that of Piaget, Kagan, Hoffman, 'Eisen­
berg, and Baumrind, among others, Damon demonstrates how morality grows 
readily out of the child's early experiences with parents and peers: 

It is through common-activities like sharing and helping, as well as through uni­
versal emotional reactions like outrage, fear, and shame, that many children ac­
quire many of their deep-seated values and standards of behavior. Adult influ­
ence, too, plays a crucial role, but it is a role that necessarily is limited, as well 
as mediated through the child's other experiences. (p. 14) 

Families, like_ peers, have an important developmental impact on children's 
moral reasoning. In an impressive summary of the influence of the family, Damon 

. argues for what Diana Baumrind calls the "authoritathre" family, in contrast to au­
thoritarian and permissive forms of parenting. In asserting the parents' role, it is 
striking here that he departs from Piaget and Kohlberg, who emphasize almost ex­
clusively the role of peers. Authoritative families combine "democracy and 
control." 

Authoritative parents produce socially responsible children for a number of rea­
sons. First, these parents support the child's natural empathic responses by explic­
itly confronting children about actions that may be harmful to others. Second, 
they consistently enforce their commands, thus demonstrating a decisive commit· 
ment to them. Third, they are direct and honest about their ·commands, rather 
than indirect and manipulative. Fourth, these parents communicate to their chil­
dren a general norm requiring ohedience to authority, along with the sense that 
good behavior (and the child's identity as a good child) requires compliance with 

· legitimate authority. Fifth, their consistent use of parental authority makes them 
attractive role models for their children. Further, authoritative parents impose de-
mands that are challenging but not unrealistic (p. 58). . 

Though family experience undeniably plays a major role in the child's moral de­
velopment, nurturing, caring, and empathy, it is not solely determinant: informal 
peer relations are responsible for much moral learning. With this social experience 
comes an enhanced ability to take on the perspective of others, more effective so· 
cial relations, increased moral awareness, and a deepened understariding of fair­
ness and the rights of others. Within this context, Damon advocates the pairing 
of students with moral mentors, community members whose lives demonstrate 
their moral commitment. . 

Having examined the psychology of moral development, Damon explores how 
moral growth can be fostered both within the family and within schools. He ar· 
gues: "For moral growth the developmental need is full participation in the kinds 
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of social experiences that will build upon the child's nascent moral sensibilities." 
To create these contexts, "adults must practice a respectful engagement with the 

. child" (p. 119). Damon himself demonstrates one aspect of the notion of respectful 
engagement; writing that we must consciously address the role of moral emotions 

· in the child's development. By emphasizing frequently overlooked emotions such 
as shame, guilt, compassion, and empathy, and by acknowledging the powerful 

. roles of community service and family in fostering moral responsibility, Damon 
makes a creative contribution to moral development literature. We are also im­
pressed by D~"'llon's recommendation for creating moral mentor programs. Such 

·programs could be created in just communities, democratic schools, or traditional­
ly organized schools. 

In sum, though Damon's book appears to share the assumption, present in 
much current writing on moral psychology, that enhanced reasoning structures 
are likely to lead to more moral behavior (a problematic relationship), he is surely 
right to emphasize the need to foster greater capacities of moral thought and feel­
ing as a requirement for full participation in democratic society. 

A common emphasis of these three books is the importance of small communi­
ties and advisory groups for maximum intellectual and moral development. This 
argument is reiterated by The Carnegie Council on Adolescent Development in 
its 1989 report Turning Points, Preparing American Youth for the 21st Century , which 
advocates in its first recommendation that schools: 

create small. communities for learning where stable, close, mutually respectful re~ 
lationships with adults and peers are considered fundamental for intellectual de­
velopment and personal growth. The key elements of these comm.unities are 
schools-within-schools or houses, students and teachers grouped together as 
teams, and small group advisories that ensure that every student is known well 
by at least one adult. (p. 3)_ 

This, and the other recommendations of the council, are consistent with the prac­
tice of just communities and democratic schools. 

To what extent can these competing theories of development and education be 
reconciled? To what extent, if any, can they inform each other? The very strong 
emphasis in character education on conventional, behavioral norms is apparent. 
For example, \tVynne argues that schools should: 

be encouraged to engage in expressive acti,•ities, involving matters such as sing­
ing, ceremonies, the recitation of. oaths, and the wearing of identifying badges, 
or clothes. To put the matter directly, the group should ~e assisted to develop a 
spirit akin to that of the traditional Boy (or Girl) scouts. (p. 107) · 

Wynne sees indoctrination as a legitimate means of transmitting moral· values and 
traditions. to the young. In contrast, the developmental model characterizes the 
teacher as an advocate for his or her own position, but this advocacy must fall 
short of indoctrination. 

Wynne, in outlining his model school, emphasizes traditional values, offering 
students the opportunity to act as tutors and to monitor other pupils' obedience 
to rules. Students would be responsible for the creation of clubs and councils; they 
would run intramural and extramural sports, serve as hall guards, perform custo­
dial services, and organize cheerleading and the Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(ROTC). The recitation of oaths and the encouragement of good character 
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through the enforcement of a specific student code of conduct would be central to 
the schools' mission. 

The failure of character education from our perspective is that a limited focus 
on behavior and artificially narrow values is inimical to the development of auton­
omously chosen and constructed moral thought, and is thus counterproductive to 
the acquisition of democratic values. Full citizenship surely requires that individu­
als become active participants in the political process, not moral automatons or 
slaves to conventional norms. 

In his concluding chapter on moral education in the schools, Damon gives com­
pelling arguments against character education while embracing developmental ap­
proaches to moral education. In discussing an argument advanced by former U.S. 
Secretary of Education William Bennett, Damon eloquently states his criticism of 
the character educator's emphasis on the role of habit over reflection and 
deliberation: . 

Bennett's aversion to conscious moral decision making is itself so misguided as to 
present a threat to the very democratic traditions that he professes to cherish. 
Habit without reflection is adaptive only in a totalitarian climate. It hardly pro­
vides a goal for moral education in a democratic society. (p. 145) 

Damon continues: "There seems to be an odd assumption that democratic values 
can be effectively transmitted to youth without also fostering the capacity to make 
autonomous moral choices" (p. 145). He charges character educators with dis­
embodying "the ideals. that they wish to transmit from the child's everyday social 
interactions. Democracy, to take just one example, cannot be taught as a moral 
abstraction .. ... It is learned, as all values are learned, through the child's active 
participation in experiences that foster democratic thought and action" (p. 145). 

Though the development and the character education approaches share com­
mon concerns about disturbing trends in contemporary society, ultimately there 
is no easy resolution between these two camps because their aims are, in large 
measure, mutually exclusive. As Damon pointedly states in his summary chapter 
in The Moral Child, what Kohlberg might consider a triumph could be interpreted 
by Wynne as a failure. The student activism that Kohlberg would see as a moral 
success, for example, Wynne might interpret as a failure to respect moral 
authority. 

Though we have signalled differences between the developmental moral educa­
tion and the character education approaches, some con:imonalities are evident as 
well. Both camps are concerned with the moral malaise in our society· and put pri­
mary emphasis· on the role of schools, seeing the role of the teacher as that of an 
advoque in one form or another. Both appeal to the same moral ideals and see 
the role of public schooling as introducing students to conventional norms. Both 
emphasize moral achieveµient, seen by character education as a set of moral im­
peratives and by developmentalists as a set of moral procedural imperatives. Both, 
too, aim to produce full and productive citizens in a democratic society . . 

These two approaches also share a common weakness in that .they suffer from 
lack of conclusive data. Character educators have yet to overcome the Hartshorne 
and May ( 1928-1930) findings, which indicate that didactic transmission of moral 
values fails to lead to more moral behavior. There is no demonstrated correlation, 
they found, between going to church or participating in Boy Scouts and the likeli­
hood of not cheating. While Kohl berg's theory states that higher stages will corres-
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pond with more moral behavior, the data supporting this claim, including the re­
search . in Lawrenu Koh/berg's Approach to Moral Education, are modest. The link 
between judgment and action is complex. 

Given the obvious strengths of the Kohlbergian model, why hasn't it been more 
influential? Kohlberg's approach has focused on small, participatory democracies 
in alternative high schools. Most-public schools are not organized in this way and, 
despite the recommendation of the recent Carnegie Report, most schools are resis­
tant to change. Second, even when schools would like to do it, running a demo­
cratic school is very labor intensive. It requires a 100 percent commitment from 
all of the school community all of the time. Teachers must rethink their profession­
al, pedagogical, and epistemological roles. The approach demands of teachers: 
1) excellent discussion skills, 2) a commitment to values education as central to 
the role of teach~r, and 3) a knowledge of developmental psychology. Most im­
portantly, it implies a mandate on civic and psychological education. Many teach--. 
ers reject this mandate and/or are uncomfortable with this conception of their role 
as moral educator. As The Wall Street]ournal has reported in an article aptly titled 
"Schoolteachers Say It's Wrongheaded to Try to Teach Students What's Right": 

Polls ... show that most teachers object to the concept of morality education on 
philosophical or practical grounds; many fear that such ·programs will stir up con­
troversy in classrooms where diverse student bodies already cause plenty of head­
aches . Even districts that heive printed values curricula and issued teaching mate­
rials at great expense find that such items often gather dust on teachers' shelves. 
(Nazario, 1990. pp. B 1, B3) 

.Neither training in discussion skills in general, nor moral!Yalues education in par-
ticular, is a _primary focus of most teacher pr~paration programs. . _ 

Because of the difficulties in the Kohlberg approach, Ralph Mosher's (1980) 
prescriptions for democratic governance on the whole-school level may, in the fong 
run, have a greater impact. Mosher's focus is broader, but his recommendations 
are less labor intensive. He addresses the development of democratic participation 
skills as well as ego development. Although it sounds paradoxical, we (Mosher, 
Kenny, & Garrod, 1990; Howard & Kenny, in press) have found it is easier to 
change an entire school into a representative democracy than to create a separate 
school-within-a-school just community. In a whole-school representative democ­
racy, teachers can choose their own levels of commitment. Each governing body 
consists of roughly the same number of students and educators. In an alternative 
program, the members of the community legislate for themselves, but have little 
or no impact on the larger school. In the whole-school ·democracy, the legislative 
body governs the institution, but a relatively small percentage of the community 
participates directly in· that process. The two approaches arc n'ot incompatible; we 
would like -to see large high schools broken into participatory clusters, but to our 
knowledge it has yet to happen. 

One of the most influential current trends in moral development research and 
w.riting on moral education - which is given scant aqention (other than by 
Damon) in the books reviewed-is, of course, the research by Carol Gilligan 
(1982) and her associates on the moral orientation of care and the theorizi~g of 
Nel Noddings (1984) on the ethic of care. !"'hereas the two multiple authored 
books reviewed above play out the tensior:is between education for individual 
versus group development, Gilligan and Noddings emphasize the centrality of in­
terpersonal relationships and the experience of caring and being cared for. Gilli­
gan claims that the morality of care and i~s influence in resol'"ing real-life moral 
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problems has been under-explored and is most clearly found in girls and wolllen. 
Whereas a morality of justice emphasizes concerns for fair resolutions, reciprocity, 
individual righls, and objectivity, the morality of care emphasizes seeing people 
in their own terms, seeing problems iri a narrative context, a concern for non­
violent resolutions of problems, and non-exclusiveness. The morality of justice 
outlines a hierarchy, whereas the morality of care is a web, a network of concerns. 
For Noddings, being attentive to care.means that junior and middle schools should 
be eliminated and thac schools should be smaller. To pro\'ide a continuity of rela­
tionships and place, teachers and students should work together for a period of 
three years instead of changing annually or by semester; community service 
should be emphasized and there should be an increased reliance on biography and 
individual lives in schools. 

In Ma.Jcing Connections: The Relational Worlds of Adolescent Girls at Emma Willard 
School, Gilligan, Nona Lyons, Trudy Hanmer, and colleagues recommend 1) es­
tablishing curricula that includes the contributions and achievements of women, 
2) .emphasizing dialogue and sensitivity to different ways of living, 3) encouraging 
girls to assert what they know, and 4) developing collaborative approaches to 
learning. Gilligan argues not so much for changing the structure of the schools as 
for making teachers and students more aware of the different justice and care con­
structions typified by stereotyped responses of men and women. To encourage the 
development of voice, Mark Tappan and Lyn Brown (1989) urge teachers to use 
the power of stories. The narrative approach to moral development and moral 

. education they advocate seeks "to encourage students to authorize their own voices 
and moral perspectives" (p. 201). Brown (1989) adds that female teachers must be 
able to redefine their own role as both educators and women - first by questioning 
their place in a "male-defined society" and then by considering how best to prepare 
girls for this culture. Thus, any attempts to encourage democracy and moral de­
velopment in the classroom or school should surely bear in mind the battle that 
girls are facing to find their voice. 

In conclusion, let us reiterate our major arguments ~bout moral/character edu­
cation: 1) education is inherently a moral enterprise and classrooms an<;i schools 

. are moral arenas; 2) schools, families, and other institutions can (and should) play 
a positive role in promoting moral reasoning and action; 3) moral/character edu­
cation must include an emphasis on the individual, the group, and society as well 
as concepts of justice and caring; 4) having the opportunity to engage in moral 
deliberation and democratic process is more educative than hearing about it in a 
didactic delivery; and 5) the connection between moral judgment and action, al­
though the most important issue, remains complex and not easily researched. 

For addressing these issues, crystallizing the discussion, and calling educators' 
attention to the central human challenges of determining what is -right and how 
one knows it to be right, we commend the. authors of these three impo·rcant books 
in the field. Althou·gh their approaches are distinct, and in some ways mutually 
exclusive, each offers valuable insights into the daunting tasks ·of educating moral 
citizens of the next generation. 
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Hr . Dov Gilon 
P.O.B 167 
Gedera 70751 
Israel (Tel: 08-591569) 

Dear Rabbi Tennenbaum, 

27.1 . 91 

I have adopted a family of "new Olim" from Russia who 
have no other · fa~ily with the exception of a family in the 
u.s with whom they are anxious to make contact once again . 
They lost contact with them during the war and feel that now 
at last they can attempt to find ·them once again. They are 
a delightful family - both father and son are doctors . 
they speak only some Yiddish and a little Hebrew, though the 
son, Hark, does speak a very limited English - thus I'm 
writing in their name. The family details follow and if by 
any chance you are the .family they are looking for, please 
contact them pr us. Their name is Misha, Galina and Hark 
Tennenbaum. The address is 108/4 Shapira St., Gedera and 
the telephone is 08-594541 

The details as I have them are: 
Misha Tennebaum who is 62 years old, son of Hordechai, 
grandson of Hai~, Haim's brother was a Rabbi who went to 
America and who had a son named Hark, who also became a 
Rabbi. . 

· The family came from Lubashovka near Rebnitzer (on the 
D~ie$te river) in Bessarabia. 

In case you are not the Rabbi Tennenbaum we are looking for 
perhaps you would know of another Rabbi who could be the one 
we are searching for. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation, 
Yours(/ 



T B M P L B U H I V B R 8 I T Y J A P A H 

INSTITUTE FOR IHTBRRBLIGIOUS, IHTBRIDIOLOGICAL DIALOGUE 

J 0 U R H A L 0 P B C U M B H I C A L S T 0 D I E S 

R E L I G I 0 H 

1-16-7 Kamiochiai, Shinjuku-ku 
Tokyo, Japan 161 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 

Dear Marc, 

D B P A ll T M E H T 

Tel: 81-3-3367-2802 
FAX:· 81-3-3367-4112 

January 28, 1991 

Some time ago you agreed to write a 10-page autobiographical 
essay on your spiritual journey from wherever you started to your 
involvement in dialogue, reserving the last two pages or so for a 
reflection on how you now view non-Jews. This, you will remember, 
is to go in a book I am editing, ODYSSEYS TO DIALOGUE. Al:m:lst 
all the other contributors have now sent in their essays (they are 
really first-rate!). could you let me know about when I might look 
forward to receiving yours? 

Remember, if possible, I would like to have your essay not 
only on paper but also on a computer disk, IBM-compatible 
{preferably WordPerfect). If you are sending only paper, please 
send it to me at the Religion Department, Temple University, 
Philadelphia, PA 19122. However, if you are also sending a disk, 
please send both to me here in Tokyo at the above address. 

In any case, please write me here to tell me when I should 
look for your essay, so I can inform the publisher. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain, 

In shalom, 

~ler 
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d Synagogues 
Stamford. Corm. 

06901 

"Serving Lower Fairfield County'' 

February 1,1991 
Rabbi Marc Tannenbaum 
~5 East 89th St. Suite 18F 
New York, New York 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum, 

It is my pleasure to confirm with you our request that you 
be one of the speakers for the Annual Meeting of the Council of 
Churches and Synagogues to be held on May 23, 1991 . 

This year is the 350th anniversary of the founding of 
Stamford, Connecticut and the 351st anniversary of the founding 
of Greenwich. With that in mind, we have decided to ask three of 
our most illustrious religious leaders to share the issues that 
they see facing the religious community as we approach the begin­
ning of the next century. And Rabbi Ehrankranz and I thought you 
"fit the bill". 

As I mentioned on the phone, you will be joined by the Very 
Rev.Leonid Kishovsky, President of the National Council of 
Churches and Bishop Edward Egan of the Bridgeport Diocese. The 
planned format for the program is to have each speaker present 
for ten minutes with the opportunity for response afterward . The 
general time frame for the evening is 6:30 to 10:00 pm. More 
details on the location and program will be sent in March or 
April. Meanwhile it would be great if you could send me any 
biographical material (and a photo) at your earliest convenience 
so that we could have it for publicity. 

We are delighted that you have agreed to join us. I 
personally look forward to hearing you again. 

~halom, 

Deborah 
Program Associate 



February 4, 1991 

GERMAN-AMERICAN JEWISH PRESS LUNCHFDN NOTICE 

A- major conference of German and American Jewish leaders ti]l take 

place from Eebruary 10 through 12th at the Harvard Club, 27 West 

44 Street. 
~-<>(~ .~ 

The conference, 'Which includes major<;rnqantfrill hai:D:x and Jewish 

industrial, political, and academic leaders, will examine at a 

series of sessions the wide range of outstanding issues between 

both communities, including responses to the Persian Gulf crisis. 
(Co~ I\ ~ p..;tt:e.< '- a.O .) 

~ 
We invite your ~ c~erage Rf at the closing peess luncheon 

~ 
of the meeting on TuesddJY, February 12th at the Harvard Cl~b. 

'Phe conference is co-sponsored by the Atlantic Bridge organization 

of Ger!!18ny and the Armonk Institute, 'Which indluaes leading 

Ainerican Jewish personalities. 

For further information,please contact either T~odore Ellenoff, 

Armonk InstituTe president, and/or William Trosten, title. 

Telepnone Numbber, Fa"f' no, address 

/ 
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Abraham Josh~a Heschel · 
- 1 O'th Anniversary 

By Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
A inajor symposium on the life 

and wc:irlt 'Of the late Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel on the occasion . 
of the tenth anniversary of his 
death was held recently at the 
Jewish Tlleological Seminary. A 
number of scholars made presen· 
.tatlons on the monumental con· 
tributions of this great Jewish 
theologian and mystic to the 
worlds of philosophy. theology. 
Hasictism. mysticlsni. anct social 

· justice. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum · 
--- -~ . . 

I had die privilege of present-. 
inga paper on the impact that Or. 
Heschel. who was my revered 
teacher and friend. had on Vatican 
council II and Jewish·Christian 
relations generally. TWo extra· 
ordinary events underscored the 
unique impact he had on the 
Christian world. In January. 1973. 
one month after his death. Pope 
Paul VI. during an address from 
the balcony of St Peter's Basilica · 
before an audience of thousands. 
quoted Rabbi Heschel a!: his 
source on·-theology on "Goc:Hn · • 
Search of Men." That was the first 
time that ever happened in Papal 
history. 

In March. 1973. the Jesuit 
magazine. America. devoted' an 
entire issue to the life. thought. 
and impact of Heschel on the 
Christian world · Abraham Heschel 
belonged to the whole American 
religious community. I know of 
no other person of whom this was 
so true." 

In the rest of my paper. I des­
cribed the intimate cooperation 
of Or. Heschel. the American 
Jewish Committee. and myself in 
working toward the adoption of 
the historic Vatican Declaration· 
on Catholic· Jewish relations. The 
paper will soon be published in 
Conservative Judaism and you'll 
be able to read in detail o'r his 
ell:traordinary life. 

.l 
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Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
Apartment 18-F 
45 E. 89th Street 

T.ay'Ilcr. Br.all!lclln. 
1806 Somrtb Rodd 

BCDltiimn.ore • .McllrylCD.llilJ 2D209 

30 n- 664:-4828 

Febru ary 6 , 1991 

New York, N.Y. 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

Thank you for being so generous with your time and memories 
yesterday . I hope you won't mind if I call again once or twice to 
check on unsettled matters. For example, you remembered the book 
you nur~ed to publication and review by Niebuhr as The Earth is The 
Lord's, but my records show that it was published in 1950, when you 
were sti 11 a JTS student. Could it have been God In Search of 
Man(l956) , or do I have my dates mixed up? No doubt a little 
checking on my part can clear up such details. 

If you do locate the AJC's "Heschel" and "King" files, I would 
very much like to see them, of course. I promised Mrs . Ritter that 
I would nudge you toward the return of the archive copies. It 
would be sad if they were 1 est, and of course no references by 
other scholars would detract materially from your own contemplated 
work. 

I am enclosing the documents you kindly lent me. Please let 
me know if you would like a transcript of our interview, in which 
case I will send one as soon as it's transcribed. Again, I am 
grateful for your help. I hope our paths cross again some day. 

SJJ?~ 
Tayl ·.t'. Branch ~ 

, . , 



JEWISH TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY 

COMMENT ARY (250 Words) 

DR. MARTIN- LUTHER KING AND THE JEWS 

By Marc H. Tanenbaum 

(Copyright 1989, Jewish Telegraphic Agency, Joe.) 

FOR RrLE.!\5£ 

JANUARY 13, 1989 

--NEW YORK 

The life and monumental career of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. - whose birthday is observed on 

Jan. 15 -- was deeply intertwined with American Jews. 

Dur.iog a memorial observance we held for King in Atlanta some years ago, his father, the Rev. 

"Daddy" King, declared with deep emotion, "The Jewish people were the best and most trusted friends 

of Dr. l{.ing and the movement." 

He then detailed how. an Atlanta Jewish lawyer and accountant had literally saved the infant 

civil rights movement from politically-inspired effor~s of the Internal Revenue Service to snuff it out. 

I first met Dr. King in February 1963. I ·had the privilege of serving as the program chairman of 

the Nation.al Conference on Religion and Race held in Chicago. 

That participation of the late Dr. Abraham Joshua Heschel and Cardinal Moyer of Chicago helped 

give the civil rights movement moral credibility as well as troops. It was then that the decision was 

made to hold the August March on Washington. 

As Jlews were committed to him and his moral cause, so was King a trusted supporter of every 

major Jewish cause. He vigorously opposed anti-Semitism, advocated the rights of Soviet Jewry and 

supported Israel as "one of the great outposts of democracy in the world." 

Blacks and Jews today would do well to study together King's vision and words of healing and 

trusted collaboration. 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum i"s director of inJernational relations for the American Jewish 

Commi11ee. 



THEOLOGICAL STUDIES 
BOOK REVIEW DEPARTMENT 
GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY 

37TH & () STREETS, .NW 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20057 

February 12, 1991 

Rabbi Mark H. Tannenbaum 
45 E. 89th Street ~ 18F 
New York, NY 10028 

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum: 

Our next deadline for Book Reviews and Shorter Notices will be March 1. 1991. 

Since we are rather short of back copy for Revi~ws and Notices in our files, it is 
especially important that items requested for the March 1st deadline reach us, if at 
all possibl~, by that date. . .. . 

Theological Studies will be very happy to- receive by then (or earlier, if you wish) your 
review 7notice of . 

Moore, The Human and the Divine 

With gratitude for your kind and generous assistance in helping us meet our March 
press deadline. 

Yours sincerely, 

John R. Keating 
Book Review Editor 
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NEW YORK 
REPUBLICAN 

COUNTY 
CO:Ml\fiTTEE 

SENATOR ROY M. GOODMAN 
PRESIOENT ANO CHAIRMAN 

GERmuoe HESS PARKER 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

Date: 

Place: 

Tillle: 

Dress: 

HOTEL ROOSEVELT. 45 EAST 45TH STREET. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10017 (212) 599-1200 

1991 

INFORMATION FOR DAIS GUESTS 

ANNUAL LINCOLN DAY DINNER 

NEW YORK REPUBLICAN COUNTY COMMITTEE 

Wednesday , Febr uary 13 , 1991 

Grand Ballroom, Waldorf Astoria Hotel 

Dais Guests will meet a t 6:30 P.M. in the 
West Foyer - - 3r d floor , Waldorf Astoria Hotel 

Black Tie 

PLEASE NOTE ! 

IF ·FOR ANY REASON YOU FIND YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE 

TO ATTEND THE DINNER, AND WE TRUST THIS WILL NOT 

BE THE CASE, PLEASE HAVE YOUR SECRETARY TELEPHONE 

THIS OFFICE°(599-1200) BY MONDAY MORNING, FEBRUARY llTH. 



Robert Mosbacher 
Secr~tary- of- Commerce 

James Pinkerto"n 

• 

Deputy Assistant to th~ President for Pol icy Planning 

Mr. & Mrs. Milton Petrie 
Honored Guests 

Alfonse D' Amato 
United States Senator 

Bill Green 
United States Congressman 

John Catismatidis 
Dinner Chairman 
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SENATOR ROY M. GOODMAN 
PRESIOENT A N O CHAIRMAN 

Dr. Marc Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th St. - 18F 
New York, N.Y . 10128 

Dear Marc : 

~<?!!'~,JV~ 1'tlt:Y7 

January 24 , 1991 

TEl.EPHONE;(21.2) 599 ·1200 

I am delighted that you will be free to deliver the Invocation 
at our annual Lincoln Day Dinner to be held on Wednesday, February 
13th, in the Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. 

We will meet in the West Foyer (Grand Ballroom floor) for the 
Guest of Honor reception and I suggest you arrive between 6:45 and 
7:00 P.M. 

With appreciation and warm regards . 

Sin ely, 

h 
.Jjy M. 
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SENATOR ROY M. GOODMAN 
PRESIDENT ANO CHAIRMAN 

Dr. Marc Tannenbaum 
45 East 89th. St. - 18F 
New York, N.Y. 10128 

Dear Marc: 

~<Y'~.JV<?!I :100:17 

January 10, 1991 

TELEPHONE:(2 12) 599-1200 

Our .annual Lincoln Day Dinner will be held on Wednesday, 
February 13, 1991 in the Grand Ballroom of the Waldorf Astoria 
Hotel. 

We would be honored to have you deliver the Invocation. 

Warm regards. 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum · 
45 E~st 89th Street (18F) 
New York, N.Y • . 10128 ... 

Dear · Rabbi Tane.nbaum: 

February 14,°1991 

Just ·a brief note to thank you off.icial·ly on· ~e~~J'f of President 
Van Arsdale and all the officers of the New York .t1ty Central Labor 
Council for having found the time in your busy schedule to deliver 
the Invocation at our F~bruary 2"annual ·.Lincoln·•·s Birthday Dinner. 

Everyone appeared to have been pleased by your s.t.atement and prayer, 
·and we truly hope that you enjoyed . the evenin.g as .wel 1. 

Again, many thanks. I trust you received .. :the 'photographs that we 
sent you. ·If we can be of any help in the fu~ ·, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. · 

Council 

THJ:mb 
.. opeiu: 153 
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ALAN L. COHEN . f~~tt-~ . l ~ , 9 I 
SENIOR RABBI 

the BETH SHALOM CONGREGATION 

February 14, 1991 

Rabbi Mark Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th Street, #18F 
New York, New York 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

Now that we have entered 1991, I want to take this 
opportunity to reconfirm our date and program for your 
lecture here in Kansas City on Thursday evening, April 25th. 
With each passing week, the specter of anti-Semitism 
grows even larger and makes the topic of your presentation 
all the more timely. We had discussed that it would deal 
with the subject of a.nti-Semitism both here and abroad 
although we did not give it an official title. If you have 
such a. title which could be used as a good "publicity hook" I 
would appreciate i.t.. If not, we will devise one here. 
However, the content we would like to be on the subject of 
anti-Semitism both in the United States and abroad and how 
it . can be and should be combated. I would also appreciate a 
recent picture and bio so that we can begin our publicity in 
earnest. Again,. I look forward to the date of April 25th {by 
the way the. lecture will begin at 7 :30) and your visit to 
Kansas City.· Al.so to reconfirm the honorarium details 
which wifl ·be. $2,500.0.0 plus expenses. It there are any 
questions, ple.ase don't hesitate to be in contact with me. 

ALC:em .... .. 

9400 WORNALL ROAD KANSAS CI1Y. M ISSOURI 64114 (8 16) 36 1-2990 
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Marc H. Tanenbaum 

Rabbi Henry Michelman 
Executive Vice-President 
.S)'nagogue Counc 11 of America 

Dear Henry, 

February 19, 1991 

By FAX 

Iri rev~e~ing some of my papers for publication, I came across several 
interesting documents relating to the National and World Council of 
Churches and their evolving polici~s toward Israel and Jevv. 

'Ibe most striking was repert of a meeting of the National Council in 
Charlotte, North C8 rolina, in February 1972. It is apparent that 
in that decade the National Council vas quite sympathetic to Israel, · 
the unity of Jerusalem under Isr~eii sovereignty~ supported the human 
rights of Soviet Jewry, and opposed anti-Semitism. 

I enclose a copy of my February 13, 1972 broadcast summarizing their 
pro-Israel and pro-Jewish positions at that time. 

In the 1980s, I also recall, the National Council went through a lo·ng 
and detailed process that resulted in the publication of a !DVor s"tµdy 
document on the Middle rst. 'lbe first draft, prepared under the ''s~rohg 
influence of the Middle East Council of Churches, had a decided pro-Arab, 
pro-PLO and anti-Israel bias. 

A .. · series of long and thorough discussions vere held with the NqC by 
representatives of various Jewish agencies, particularly the ~··, and that 
resulted in a significant revision of the printed document. In .its final 
version, it was more fair and balanced to'W8rd Israel and Jewish interests. 

Given the · recent strong turn in an anti-Israel and pro-PLO direct.ion by 
maJo.r Pro:testant b0d1es, especinlly during the Persian Gulf' crisis, it 
seems to me that it would a worthwhile undertaking to study hov a.na why 
this sharp turn of events 'Which is obviously not in our interests. 

I shall be happy to ddscuss this vith you and our other colleagues 
when convenient. 

Cordially, 

~~ 

SUITE 18F 45 EAST 89TH STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10128 

212-831-2952 (FAX) 212-876-8351 
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FAX COVER SHEET 

MARC H. TANENBAUM 
Consultant 

lnternational/Interreligious Relations 

45 East 89t~ Street 
New York, NY 10128 

212-831-2952 FAX: 212-876-8351 

\ 

DATE: - f ~\> • '2..4>, Cf\ 

To= \1 Jd.· .\~ ~·~·~ .. sc.,A 
FAX#:- "~(,-~\oar? 
TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES 
INCLUDING COVER SHEET---

MESSAGE AREA 

~\1~-

IF .THIS BOX IS CHECKED, PLEASE FAX BACK TO CONFIRM RECEIPT 
\\OF THIS FAX. .. , 

RESPONSE AREA 

THE ABOVE FAX WAS RECEIVED GARBLED. PLEASE RESEND FAX. 
\\ 
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Rabbi Marc: H. T1n1nb1a111 
Chairman !beri tws 
American Sec:retarf1t 
Syn1gogue Council ol Amnica 
327 l uington Avenue 
~w Yort, NY 1001& 
11121686·8670 

European Sec:retarlat 
World Jewish Congress 
I Rue de Vuembe 
1211 Geneve 20. Swillerland 
(022134-13-25 

Constituent Agencies 
Tht American Jewish Commilltt 
165 Eesl 56 Slreet 
New York, NY 10022-2746 
12121 751 ·4000 

B'nai B'rilh lnTernalional 
1640 Rhode Island Avt .. N.W. 
Washinglon. DC 20036 
12021857 ·6600 

The lsreel lnterflith Associ1tion 
P.0.8 . 773! 
Jerus1lem 91.071. Israel 
(021 63·52· 12 

Synagogue Council ol America 
327 lexinglon Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
(2121 686-8670 

World Jewish Congren 
SDI M•dison Avenue 

• New Yorl, NY 10()22 
12121 755-5770 

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITTEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

February 22, 1991 

Mr. G. Rene Berg 
United States Postal Service 
Philatelic and Retail Services Dept. 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, D. c. 20260-6700 

Dear Mr. ~rg , 

It has come to my attention thqt the Citizens Stamp Advisory 
Commission will be considering candidates as subjects for 
commemorative stamps. 

I take the liberty of sul:mitting for your consideration the 
candidacy of the late Professor Abraham Joshua Reschel, the 
20th anniversary of whose death will be observed nationally 
qnd interngtionally in 1992. 

As a former student end active 'collaborator with Or. Heschel 
over many yeRrs in pioMering ecumenical and social justice 
issues, I can testify to his towert.ng influence and contzibution 
to fund~mentsl scholarship, the civil rights movements, ~nn 
the profo'und advancement of Jewish-Christian understanding. 

Dr. Heschel 's magnif.icent writings .gnd lectures were so 
impactful and enduring a contribution to moral snd spiritual 
wisdom that he became the first non-Catholic to be cited by 
a Pop9, Paul VI, as a repository of knowledge and insight to 
whom all p9ople could turn for enrichment. 

A's 'In indic.r:ition of his singihihr impact on Ainericen U.fe and 
thought, there is virtually an entine library of books, essays, 
and monographs written about him and studied by Catholic, Protestant, 
as well as Jewish leaders. , , · 

Forgive the pre9Umption , but I genuinely believe that the 
United States Postal Service would bring honor to itself by 
honoring Dr. Heschel through the issuance of s commemorative 
postal stamp. 

I f you wish any further documentation, I \IOUld be gl ad to join 
other colleagues in making such available to you. 

Thank .~u for your interest and eoasi.deration. 

S ncerely yours, 
\ . 

~ 
Rabbi Marc H •. Tanen 
Cha irman Eneritus 
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Fe~ruary 25, 1991 

Dear Mr. · Tanenbaum,. 

As the new Director of the Yugoslav Press and Cultural 

Centar I would like to extend .my warmest greetings and 

express my hopes that we will continue our mutual coope~ 

ration,begun by my predecessor Mr.Damir urubisa, and po­

ssibly expand it even further. 

In ~he hope to meet you soon, + remain 

Yours sincerely 

~ ,~· . 
Ma j:-f evi, .Director 



Marc H. Tanenbaum . . 

February 25, 1991 

The Most Reverend William H. Keeler 
Archbishop or Baltimore 
320 Cathedral Stre~t 
Baltimore, Maryland 21201 

My Dear Bill, 

I appreciate very much your thoughtful sending me a copy of the 

March 7-8 program on Nostra Aetate and Beyond to be held at St. Mary's 

Seminary. 

It is a most impressive program, both in su)ject matter and in 

the quality of the speakers. I em delighted that my colleague and 

good friend, Rabbi Jaok Bemporad, is taking part in it. And please 

convey my warmest good wishes to Bishop Henryk Muszynski, a truly 

wonderful ptiest and human being. 

Since the issue of the possible 'beatification of Queen Isabella or 

Spain as saint is looming on the horison as potential troublesome 

controversy, I thought you might find my recent article on her history 

and the Spanish Inquisition of interest. Please feel free to share this 

vith Archbishop Cassidy and anyone vlse who might be interasted. 

I hope we will see each other again in the near future. In the meantime, 

my heartfelt blessings and good wishes·• 

SUITE 18f 45 EAST 89TH STREET NEW YORK . N.Y .. 10128 

212-831 -2952 (FAX) 212 -876-8351 



... 
Seymour D. Reich 
Chainnan 

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITfEE 
ON INTERRELIGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

F~bruary 2o, 1991 

TO: IJCIC Mem~er 
Dr. Leon Feldm~ of the Constituent Agenc.ies 
Consultant 

AM£RJCAN SECRETARIAT 

" Synagogue Counol of America 
327 Lexington Avenue ' 
New York, NY 10016"' 
Tel: (212) 686-8670 
Fax; (212) 686·8673 

EUROPEAN SECRET.ARIA.T 

World Jewish Congress 
l Rud de 'Varcmbe 
121 l Geneve 20, Switzerland 
Tel: (41} 22·734-13-25 
Fax: (:41) 22·73·33·985 

CONSTmJENT AGENCIES 

American Jewish Commictee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel; (212) 751-4000 
Fax: (212) 751-4018 

B'nai B'rith/ 
Anti Defamation League 

823 U.N,. Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel: (212) 490-2525 
Fax; (212) 867-0779 

The Israel Interfaith Assoc. 
P..O.B. m9 
Jerusalem 91.077, Israel 
Tel: (972) 2-63-52-12 

Synagogue Counol of America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 
Tel: (212) 686-8670 
Fax; (212) 68~673 

World Jewish Congress 
SOI Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (212) 755-5770 
Fax: (212) 755-5883 

TO: Member of the SCA Interreligious Affairs Comm~tte~ 

Attached you will find relevant information and back­
ground material, accumulated during the last several 
weeks which are relevant to our work and activities. 
It al~o includes reports on several international meet­
ings and statements issued because of the Gulf War. 

We regret that because of the increase in postage and other 
budgetary restraints, this material has not been mailed. 
We ask you to take it along and study it carefully. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued interest. 

Leon A. Feldman 

·- ................... .. 
..... ,, 

· ...... 



Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 

His Excellency 
Archbishop F.dward J. Cassidy 
President,Pontific&l Commission on 

February 27, 1991 

Religious Relations vi.th the Jewish People 
I 00120 
Vatican City 

Dear Archbishop Cassidy, 

I write belatedly t,o express my deep personal appreoi:ltion !'or 
the i nspired end effective leadership you demonstrated both during 
our Prague and, in December, our Rome meetings. 

For the mdnstream of both our communities, I believe you have given 
our common cause of -imorove'1 mutual understanding and respect a 
fresh energy and determination. I simply \IAntert you to knov of 
both my personal And professional gratitude for your contributiona · 

I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of a paper I . h~ve recently 
published on the Queen !s-9hella issue. From numerous signs Already 
apparent, I fear that the proposal for her beatification, if enacted, 
would be a violation of historic truth end justice. 

Without question, it 'WOUl.d lead to a fi\Are-up of angry emotions that 
would cast a pell over world-\lide C~tho Uc-Jewish reJ.gtions. It \loul.d 
undoubtedly undermine much of the good that is int~d by the 1992 
Spanish observance!µ 

I have offered several practical suggestions tow~rd the end of my 
p9per which, if appropriate, might ~revent the stress end misunderstanding 
that could emerge. 

I 'Would be grateful for your response to the paper as vell as to these 
several suggestions for melioration . 

Respectfully yours, 

'-L~c___ 



C:O~l 1\1 ISSI( >N 
l'<HIR I.LS IU ·: l.1\Tl(>NS 1~1 :. 1.1<;1i:.t1S l ·:S 1\VEC: I.I·: JUD/\ .lSMI ;. 

Co 11 ~cil po11t i f'ic.::1 l pour la pro11111tio11 de l'unit~· de~ d1rl:tic11s 

Vatican City, March 25th, 1991 

Prot.N. J. 154/91:e 

Rabbi Marc H. TANENBAUM 
Suite 13F 
45 East 89th Steet 
NEW YORK, NY 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

I am in receipt of the kind letter of February 27th and thank 
you for the sentiments of trust and esteem you so graciousl y expressed 
there in_ l too ara most thankful for having been able to cooperate with 
you during our meetings last year. Getting to know personally those 
from the Jewish commuini ty who for so many years have been directly 
responsible for the dialogue with the Cathol i c Church, was a 
gratifying and encouraging experience for rne and I look forward to 
deepening and strengthening this reiationsbip . 

As to your fears regarding a possible beatification of Queen 
Isabella of Spain, 1 can assure you that the concerns manifested to us 
in various ways have received serious consideration and 1 expect that 
the process will not be continued. Your article, as well as the one by 
Rabbi Marc D. Angel in The Jewish Week . of February 22nd, were very 
interesting and useful. 

Please accept rny cordial good wi shes for the celebration of 
Pesah and believe me 

Yours sincerely, 

J. c . 
Archbish~. 
President 

f .tl(lflll <:iii· du V :11ic1n • Ti·I. C198.43R(,/(i98J07 I 

Cassidy 
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Fr~m 9ir S~gmund Sternberg O.St.J. KCSG JP Star House Grafton Road London NW5 4BD Tel: 011-485 2538 Fax: 071-485 4512 

To: ~64; f'llcvtc ~b~ 
Enclosures: 

With Compliments )5 S 

Date: 

O for information 

O for return 

O for retention 

O action needed 

O please phone 

Oas agreed 

O ref. your letter 
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INTERNATIO~AL CQUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 
FROM THE OFY'ICE OF. THE CHAIRMAfll! OFTHE EXECVTIVE COMMllTFE: SIR SJGML'NO STERNIH: Kv O.SU KCSG OH 

. . 
The ln1:ma11orul Council of Chrutians STAR HOUSE. 
and JeWJ is an n~anon of nauonal · : 
or1?an1sa11on~ estahhsned io oromote mutual · 
r-::sr>ect and cooperation be1wccn· . 

llU-108 GRAFTON ROAD. 
LONDON NW~4BD 
TEL: 01-485 ~38 
FAX: 11 1 48545 :~ Cnmuan>- Jews and 01her faiths · · · .. 

The Most Reverend Edward· c~ssidy, 

--

President, · Pontifica~ Council for the 
:union p! ;Christian•, 

via Dell' Erba l · · · 
00193 Rome, 
ITALY 

Your Grace, 

17 December 1990 

SSS/DW 

You will recall that when I was in Rome with a delegation from 
the British Council of Christians and Jews, a leading member 
organisation of the International Council of Christians and Jews, 
I made reference to the proposed canonizatiqn of Queen Isabella, 
pointing out the harm this would do to catholic-Jewish re·lations. 
The matter was also discussed at the last meeting of the ICCJ 
Executive who, on behalf of the International Council' s twenty 
three national member organisations world- wide, expressed concern 
·about the detrimental effect this step would have on the 
furtherance of the Catholic- Jewish dialogue, so carefully built 
up over the last twenty five years. 

Since m~'.. return from this fruitful visit to Rome I have, in the 
light of numerous utterances in the· media concerning the matter, 
been urged - in particular by leading members of the Spanish 
Jewish community and other personalities involved in the 
SEPH~..R..~ SEPF~-R~ - JEWISH SPAIN RECOVER~D prcject - to bring 
to your attention the potentially negative effect the proposed 
canonization would have on SEPHARARD SEPHARAD 1992 in which I 
myself am also involved, and which wiil be launched in London on 
24 January 1991 under the patronage of His Excellency the 
Ambassador of Spain. As you may be aware, the project has been 
set up under the aegis of the Spanish National Commission for the 
Commemoration o~ the quincentennial of the Discovery of America. 
Its primary purpose is the dissemination of information on 
national and international level about Jewish Spain during the 
century of Discovery, as well as the Sephardic culture with 
special emphasis on the areas most closely connected with this 
great feat. 

The paradox of the beatification coinciding with the formal 
disavowal as an act of repentance on behalf of the Spanish people 
by King Juan Carlos of Queen Isabella's decree of 31 March 1492 

•, 
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expelling Jews :as w~ll·· as Musl"i:ms, would be perceived as a 
negative ·signal -to .all who are working for more harmonious 
interfaith .relations. · .. Apart from the outrage caused by the 
Auschwitz affai~, we .in Sritain are also conscious of the recent 
controversy surrounding· ·the publication of the Salman Rushdie 
novel. These i~cidents have made us extremely sensitive to the 
importance of forestalling the unforeseen consequences and damage 
to carefully built relations which can be sparked off by 
insufficiently considered action, and which -unhappily will take 
a .very long time to heal. 

In my capacity as one of the founding · sponsors of the UK 
Interfaith Network, to which representatives of all religious 
groups in this country including Muslims are affiliated, I ~ 
conscious also of Muslim concerns. 

I have discussed the widely felt distress and fear that the 
efforts of 25 years would be frozen by a reqrettable retrograde 
step with Lord Jakobovits - the Chief Rabbi and Chairman of the 
Committee of European Rabbis, the Archbishop of Canterbury - the 
Most Rev and Rt Hon Dr Robert Runcie, and Rabbi Hugo Gryn -
Joint Chairman of the Interfaith Network. I urgently suggest 
that consideration be given to abandon the proposed 
beatification or, if this is not practical, to allow for 
sufficient further historical studies in the light also of King 
Juan Carlos' s disavowal, which is of basic importance to the 
success of the 1992 celebrations. An announcement of such an 
abandonment should be made as soon as possible to allow SEPHARARD 
~EPHARAD 1992 to proceed smoothly. 

If it be considered helpful, I am of course willing to meet with 
the members of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints to 
explain ful.ly the likely consequences of the canonization and 
to produce evidence of our concern. 

Sir Sigmund Sternberq 

Chairman Executive Committee 
International Council of Christians and Jews 

" 

• • 



Archdiocese of New York 

COMMISSION ON ECUMENICAL AND INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 

1011 first Avenue, New York, New York 10022 
(212) 371-1000 ext. 3055 Fax (212) 319-8265 

February 28, 1991 

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th street, SUite 18 F 
New York, New York 10128 

Dear Marc: 

cardinal o 'Connor asked :ae to thank you for sen::lirg h.i:m the copy 
of your "Focus" article arrl Rabbi Argel' s article fran the .JH«SH 
liBBt.. 'lhe cardinal appreciates yoor thoughtfulness in sen::lirg these 
articles to h.i:m. 

I particularly appreciated yoor keen insight into the notives of 
those who are pn:m::>tin:J the cause of Isabella. I as well as many 
other Ranan catholics would fin:i it in:x:mprehensible if the cause of 
Isabella pt'CO?E'ds any further. 'llle only i;x::>sitive aspect of ·this whole 
affair is perhaps the educational value far Ranan catholics .•• it is 
another opportlllrity to learn mre abwt our actual history. 

Yesterday I had a meetirg with Billy Graham's people~ a 
rally he is scheduled to have here in September. '!hey spoke very 
fondly of all your work with them throughout the years. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Brother William J. Martyn, S.A. 
Director 
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INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS COMMITTEE, 
SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL OF AMERICA 

AND 
BISHOPS CONFERE;NCE ON 

ECUMENICAL AND INTERRELIGIOUS AFFAIRS, 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS 

CONSULTATION 

MARCH 6, 1991 

AGENDA 

Report of subcommi·ttee on implementation of "A Lesson of 
Values" - Rabbi Zaiman and Bishop Newman. 

Report on Polish Bishops statement - Bishop Henryk Muszynski. 

Implications of recent Developments in the Middle East. 

Up~ate on Possible Statement on pornography. 

Report on the December ILC Meeting in Rome ~nd Observance of 
the 25th Anniversary of Nostra Aetate. 

Perceptions/Misperceptions update. 

Anti-catholicism - Bishop Losten. 

Request from Jewish side to discuss possible Beatification of 
Queen Isabella. 

Domestic · agenda concerning Government cuts in education. 

10. Family concerns and family values. 

/ 11. Religious Freedom Restoration Act. - C...~ t> ' C'"'~ · 

J 
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~ary translati on 
March 6 7 1991. 

HOLY SEE PRESS ROOM7 VATICAN 

Meei:ing at the Vatican of representatives of the !ishopries 
of the countries most directly uvolved in the Gulf War 

March 4-Sa 1991. 

Pacri.archs and Bishops participated at a meeting called by Pope John Paul II to dis­
cuss che Gull and Middle Ea.st crisis. They found chis an euri.c:hiug experience lWbic.h 
v.i.ll be a source of i nspirar.iou for the Catholic communities 2.lld the so.ciet ies to 
which they variouslybelong, and express their solidarity to a1l. the peoples of the 

<P-' reg:f.ou. prayi ng for all the victims 2nd their families. 

Appealing to ~~~p}ins..,.Y.-~!4•.clak.of"".l!!h'nn;rni ~ - already Pa.uJ,...,,~ had .s~ated in l.965 
at the U.N. th.2.t he hoped there tJOuld be no"fur1:hei Va.rs. But thi.s oue was provoked 

-sr by an un.ia:!;~ggr~.,~..tgu and caused a crisis of con.science eve:yvhe-re. That is vhy 
the Pope opened the meeting by cal.ling upon the Easteru Christians to contribute to 
the building of a =~~..$~,1.,..§P;:..i~ ... T;Y. 

The pacri2.rc:hs and bishops com:nit the;nselves: \ 

~!'*9-~~C::t;~.h.~~~~~ .. ci§.~°'i c~tr ~ddle ~~~:.L~..!~~'-'":~::1) 

(~ - assure Je"1i.sh 2.%ld Muslim brothers that th.ey va:t tc ~tain. an ongoing diaj..ogue 
with them. to. P...~t~~--~~uni~Cl....!,~j~y~.-Lf.r~.M~ .. JtL.tt!!gi<?.!!.~~ ... 9~ .... S.l;l~.~-i!Sis 

of mut:ual. re~ect and recipro.city; --... 
.,:.;.;~~~-- ... -~ .. - -----....... , ~~·---:. 

/ - relec:t a:rr,- religious inten.>retacicu of the Gulf var, vhich must not be view:ed as a 

( 
c:oufl:!.ct: betveen Ea.st and :West or betveen Islam and Christianity. There can be no 

"holY. war. " · -... . 
-,.,~,-· 

they hope that uegotiati.ous for a just: peace will c:omprise a9 hu:m:U.iation for z.nyoue. 
'IO";wm& . .... l ~;.t. • 

Peac:e in ~e Middle East can onl.y be ac:hieved by just:i.ce and 'by the elimi~ation of 
~ the basic causes of conflicts. Tb.a Pope has been defending the causes of ...... ~.!S~ 

tiJl;J an a.nd..,.J;~~,_+.~mies.~ ... P,l.qp1es. Lel,)~ou muse regain ~~• w:d.t:y • :Luclependence ind 
sove·ru.gm:y. -the Pa1esdnfan·people rm.st: obta.i.zi. rccopidou for 1.t:s 1nal1en•blc 

- · r~~-o a comu:ry a:a.d to choos~_i.ts-fut:ur:e .• ..,,A.S ue same time as tbe Israeli paoP.le ..... " ~ ~~.~~~-·~c:·~......._-=----__..,....,---. #---.,__ ~ ....... _ .. .. -,.;::"~"~~·-""'"''"(C.' .::.-

m:!Sl:--be eUahlecl to live !11 secure borders and :l.n ~- v.tth-tts:-i:-uef~br'S":' ''""'··~-
....__-=---~-·---=""-""_,,~-.. --....... _ .... _ ... _ ··---··- · ... ..-~ .. -.. -........ \."'"'\\-·"''~~: .... ~~ ... "1"~''-• !"-:~~--4..-.·.t.~--,._--;•-.. 

( -

Ihey voice · fear that, during :lnterna.~l poli.d.cal :f.11:lt1.atives coucen:ziug the !tl.ddle 
East:. the sped.fie and &acrad character of Jepisalem, t:he spec:i.fi.d.ty of the religious 
ccrmmunii:i.es li"ri.J:a.g there, and "the Eloly Places dear to m:Ul.icnis of Jewish, Christi.an 
mid Muslim faithful. may not: be properly taken :lnto c:oasiderarlou. 

~ 

1lil.l try .to make sure tbat: no ccnmt:xy uor s:rq people of the are.a be excl.uclecl frcm the 
true vay t:o. peaca e.n.cl justice. aucl vil.l. 8nctea.vom: to elim:fute poverty· ad la.ck of 
opening for die future, so that the Hiclclle East popvl.&tions may make their contri­
but:iou to peace in the region 2nd thus of the. wor1d.. "£here shou14 be a better cli.s-
tr1.but::iou of the rescu.rces of the area and by severe control of m:ms cleals. 

(

Christians and brethren of other religious have a ro1e t:o play 60 th2.t a vorld of 
bro~erhcod cloe.s not: rema<n & dream. Fa.1.ch. in gocl aucl iD man can change che voi:lcl. 
sharing and collegiality 'between East: and ~est are prophetic sigDs of %'ecouciliation. 

\.°" • 
11 
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REUNION AV VATI_CAH 

DB REPRBiENTANTS DBS EPISCOrATS 

DBS PAYS PLyS DIBEC'atmN'l' XMlLIOtmS PNfS LA GlJBW •Q_u GOLFB" 
. 

,_5 - 03 ... 1991 ft HAR. 1991 

COMMUNIQUt DES PATRIAACBES !~ t>SS Ev!QOES 
PARTICIPANTS A' ~ UUN?ON 

Nous, lei Patriarches et lea Evlquo1 qui avona participi i la 
r'ur.ien aur las crises du Go4f• •~ du Mo1•n-oriant voulue par la 
PApe Jean-)aul II, e~ eommun1on ap1ritue11• 1v1c lu~, ncu1 voulons ~ 
avant tout, aprle cett• tragiqua exp~rience de 9~e:r1, ~xprimer 

~ .. -!.Q.U~!,.,ti_~ .. !!!~-=---~!.!""J!;~.,.-,.~--~,f},~,j,~;}:~~i.~~~~~~ nous inc liner 
-d•vcnt _tout1a ~1•• victim•• du eonflit et prier pou:r: eux et pour 
~ -~~"'_...._'-1.-.,. __,...,.,,_.•r.,..-.,,..v 

1•~:-• famillaa. 

Parvenu• au terme de cetto ~•n~ontre, nous estimofta de notre 
devoir d' •xf)rimer au Souvei-ain Ponti~• notr• pro fond• 'ir•t1 tud• 
po~: ce 9e1te de aollicitu4• p&•t~rale. Nous le taiaone en net~• 
nom propre et en ~tl\\i cl•• eoJNnunaut6a qui nous aont confile1 c:om1 
~n ce1ui des conflreneea ep11ocp~l•• que noua rap~'••nto~•· 

Cette exparience d\1 C:ina~l• a ltl x-iche et profitable et, .•an• 
A"l'!n1'1 Al!\\~t•, •11• aer& •dure• 4' !ft1p!rati~n poul' lee ee=~n~~t== 
catholiqli11 c!e l •ors.on~ con=• po~r 1•• 1o~ilt&• 41:ferente• 
auxquell~s no~• appart1nona. 

COft'll\I 1 • & a~clAfl 1• IA1nt-Pire d.l_a . le · pi-amia% ~our 4\l 

c:cftfl1t, 1aoua c:on&idlrofta ananimem•nt que le r•coura l la fore:• 4•• 
am1t ••t •tine 4'un· •41e1Ln de i•·h•&nitl•, ~ft io~10 4• la 
eom."i\\U\&ut• · int1rnation1.1a· •~ 'lln• a~t•inte &\Uc vale..ar1 lea p11&1· ·· 
r:hlre1 1 · to~t•• . lea rali9ion1. •.:aaia p1ue ia gue~re• avait 
41;1arl ~&ul Yl 1 l'Aa•~ll• G&~•~ale 4•• Nation• ~ni•• en ltfSJ 

p~~,ft~A;m~~t 1~ eo•~~ d~• ~url9!f ell~ a ~n~~nd:'e ~~ ~~u~~s ~a~~e 
une eri•• de conacience quant aux val•~ra, mime •i elle a vu ae 
........ t..~'\Ji --- -- .a--·-··- .:- ., ___ J •• _ .... ~- "- "·· - .. '-- .. _ -:: ·.·~~ .... -- "":-:.~~.-.-~-eaO§'tl~ cu 4'.t:aYsu.:.. '-=-'= .:.:. .,:..a.A ~ \. \&C ..a.a -'\A=~..;.t..:: .....:.: • - -·':.1•a _ ...... ~ ·---·---·--····· 



d'honwes et de ~•:nm•• •t, •n particulier dt jaunea, dana noa villa• ... 
et dan• nos iqli•••, en Ori•nt et an OQc:ici•n~,. ta p:r1er1 1~ 
·· ~ t:• · · ··· ~ -- -- --- - -·· --= ... ~ ·--- .,. .. ,.,..,... "'""• nna ~eliaea at .._ -JUr• J. •.J~~ ~ .:. ·-•! t 11• e•Jt t ~ ~ ...,.._ ._. ___ --··- -----··- - • 

~n o~v•ant noa tr&vaux, 1• Sa!nta,~:; ~ ~eulu, e~tr~ ~~~~~~. 
1ouliin•r que pour l•• chrftiert1 d'Oriant •e•eat 11 temps de la 
c0Ave:1ion et 41 1'aut~•ntic1t'• pou: "offrir leur t'~oi9na9e et 
le1.1r cont..ri!)ution I la c:cnat.r\tetion d •une aoci,tl plus 
frat1rnella•. 

Nous, P&t.:;a:ehaa et !vlq~ea, accueillona eet appel comme un 
appal adra11i l to~t• 1'19li1e et. ncus nous enga9eon1 ftrme~ent i: 

0 ~onf il:mar 
1 '!tp&ra.nca et la 
Moyan·O~ient l ne 
partie du !llonde: 

le• fidile• de .nos 1;1i••• . dana la Foi, 
Chariti, an exhort&ftt to~• lea chr!tien1 4u 
pas ae conai&!irer c:CZMll •tr&ni•r• dans cettl 

- a1sur1:- r.ca f:l:cs ~ui~a et mue'.!l.?n~ns que no~1 ~&airgns 

maintenir avec •~x ~n 4ialctu• ·~~elre, p~cfond •t co~atant, "1i 
e~it 1•1nr1ei~•r db.A• la foi au ~i•u ~nique et dan• ia 
pr'c=c\lpation que nous avcns en commun de• valeurs 4e 1& justice et 
de la promotion de . la per1onn• h\Ul'laine, et qui doit permettre l 
chaque com111unauti ·~ne auth•nttque 1i~erte de reli9ion, 1ur 1• ~aae 
du respect mutuel et de la ri~ip:octt&1 

• :e~oter toute motivatign ou int•rpretation re1i9ieu1e qui 
&it pu l'ra attzi~ule I ia ~·r~• du Oolfo, dan1 laque11e c~ ~e 
••u~a1rc· voir ni un OOQflit ~tr• Orient . ·et Oc:~ident, ni encore .. .. . 
mcin1 ~n =cnflit cnt~e I•lam et Christi&ftillftl. Comma nous a di~ 1• . ~ ··.. . 
l&i.nt.0l~r• • il ne p1ut :paa y avoir d• 9uu.•21 1ai.nte, c:ar les 
valaur,. d'adoratign, 4• fratern1tl •t de paix, q~i dicoul•nt 4e la 
foi en ~itu, app•11•Ht l la rencontr1 et au dia109ue•. 

Nous aomm•• confiant• ;ua I& lainteti continu•i"a aoft action 4e 
pa:rauaaicn aupris de• 2'e1pontlh111 411 Kat.ton• et auprla ••• 
Organisation• Xnt1rnat!onal11, &fin que la 'u1tic1 ne vtenne pas l 
manquer au Moyen-Ori•A~ at qll'tlle aoit recherc:b~e par 411 aoyens 
pa~ifi;uaa. 

~Ou• ao~hai,on• t~• 1•• pourpari1r1 po~~ une paix.~u•te ne 
eo?n~~tent aueune bvmi J,!a~!oa pour- quiaDA'i\S•, ni alleu~ caractlr1 de 
pun1t1cn pour qgelq~e peuple que ca aoit. 



• 

• 

:::·· ... :· .... . · 
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Nous aommea d' 1.v11 que le reto1:r de l& paix Au Mo)'•n•Orient n• 
peut itr• cbt•nu qua p•r l. 1 ac:hevement d• la ~\Uti~• •t p&r 
l'ilimination d•• cau1e1 pro~hea at !ointaine1 4•1 conflite qui 
a:tli9ant lA r'qi~~. Noua IRVOn~ 'vec ae~ien ae par1,v&ranc• le 
)ape a vo~lu maint•n~~ v~var.t~~ l~i ~·~••• du P•~~1a p~l!,tinien et 
du peupla l1bana11. La Liban doit r•acqueri~ pleinement aon unit,, 
aon indip•ndanoe •~ aa .~uvarainet£; t~ i~Upls p~l~•tini1n do1\ 
voir %econnu1 ••• 4roit• inalilnablea l une p&t~i• et I choi1ir 
li~rament son avehir, de mime qua le peurl• iara,lian do1t pouvoir 
vivre d&na de1 frontil~•• iGr•• et en h&rmen1e avec 111 voi1~ns. 

No~• voulon1 lga1~~•nt timoi9ntr de notr• preoccupation ain1i 
qua de c:elle 4• not fidele1 devant la crainte que, lcr1 c!e1 
in!tiativea polit~qu•• internationalea concernant l•• pro~llmea du 
Mcyen•Orie2\t, il ne •olt pa1 tenu dWilant c:cmpte du o&raetlr~ 
apceifique et aacri de la Ville de J'~u1alem, da 1& particularite 
des co~.munauti1 r111ii•uaaa qui y viv1nt, et des Lieux saints qui 
•Ont chars i dea ~illiona d• croyan~• juifa, chritians •t 
l!\\UUllft&ni. 

be notr• =&ti, noua dlaircna a11ur•r c;u• no~• continueron1 l 
faire ~out notr• poaa1~1• 1 aupre• ~e no• communauti1 et dana hOI 

poys, pou: qu•aucun :P•UPl• ~1 aueun paft 4t la :lvio~ ne aoit •xclu 
du v•&i ;hemin menan' vera la ju1\1e• et 1& P.&ix ou ne aoit en 
aucune maniire 11•' dans ••• droi~• fondamantaux. 

. . 
En. out~•• la·1011aar~tl 4ana. le parta;• de• ~L•~• apiritu•l• 

tt ma~~rie11 iei-a le a1fnt et 1• preuvo 4• ft0\1'8 en1a9ement l 
faire en aor•• •Ua -oomme 1'& 4it la l&intetl• •1a PIUVr•tB et le 
11\anque cla p1rapec:t$.V•• 4 • avenir• n• prfval•nt pa1 et qua, avee 
l'&ld• 4• t~ua, lei population• 4~ Mo1•n·O~ieat qui eftt le plus 
aogffert agient enfin mi••• en me1ure a•ottri• 1~~r pre~re 

conitri~utlon l la pacification 4e la region, -~ done du monde. 

HO\al aoJm\11 oonfianti · que 1 •on pou.rra parvenir l una plu1 
just• ~•diat:ib~tion de• r!eh••••• naturell•• de 1a rl9ion et 11'1• 
pourront lt•e proe~a 4ea pro;r&n'ltl•• 4• 4ive1oppemant an taveur 4•• 
populaticaa 2.e• plua 4&favo:r£.el••. 'J'gut e•ci ••r• ~•n4u pl~• fac:1le 
par une alvl~• r';lement.at1on du c:omraei-ce 4•• •=•• •' P&I' un 
des•mement •uatantiel •~ contr61i, qui engage ehaeun. 

.I • 

·- ·-.- ··.: :.~ · .. -.: ... .. 
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~== ~=h~~~~~ de vue1 de cea deux jour1 nous ont conf inn' que 
l•• chriti1n1 - O• =Im• quc noa f:i::: ::: ~utrea ~aliiigno - v«t 
un me~ l 41re e~ un r81• l jcuer ~our qu'un monda 4• f~ater~ite ne 
1oit P•• un simple rive. 1.vec toua lef c:royant•, ui:,·.i• ;csr=es 

paraua~i• qua par la !oi an ~ieu et l! eonfi&nce en l'homme, •• 
criatu~e, l• monde peut ~han9et de vit&f•• 

Cette experience 4• co111tillit' •t de par\191, cette 
%enc on tr a •At.re l 'O:-ient at l' Oooident sent 411 1itne1 p:ophit1ques . 
de r'eonciliation. 

t" r:~f~nd• ~nnvnuftion avec la liiht-~ir~, ~eus cenfion' ce: 
ir.ten~~uiii ;~i :~~: l.!! n~~r•• l l.a miairicord• d1 Dieu et t 

l'!nt1rcea1ion de la ~•ina 4• 11 Pa1x • 

.. 
J,aa ~atriazch•• dea lfli••• catholiquea du Moyen-
Orient. •~lea Pri1idant• de1 Conf,renc:•• 'piaeopalea 
d•• pa~1 l•• plu1 4iracstaman~ L=pli;ul• dans la 
tu•rr• l.u 0o1ie. 

D~ Vatican, le J mara 1111 • 
• 

• 
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Marc H. Tanenbaum 

March 10, 1991 

'!be Most Reverend William Newman 
Auxiliary Bishop, Archdiocese of Baltimore 

Rabbi Joel Zaiman, President 
'lbe Synagogue Council of America 

Dear Bishop Newman and Joel, 

I had "W& nted very much to take part in your meeting today on 

moral and spiritual values. 

Regr ettably , I have come dovn vit h the flu this weekend and wil l 

be confined t o bed for several days . 

My very best wishes for the success of your consultat i on. 

SUITE 18F 45 EAST 89TH STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 10128 

212-831-2952 (FAX) 21 2-876-8351 



From The Desk Of 

Rabbi Alan L. Cohen 

~111/91 
To: f<.a.Joh:, '1 t?..FC-~ 6a._~ 

Re: 1'° CJA r '+/.2S '/ a-eJ_ 
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:Uea.r Miriam Sc:hmerl~r, 

Ma Miriam l?. Schmerler 
83 Park Terrace .West 2F 
blew York. N. Y. 10034 

Paris:, March 11, 1991 

Your letter, postma;~e.d February 21, reached me last 
·week and I marveled at your interest in Jules· Isaac 
and JOUr determination to make b~~ter known his out­
standill;g t unique contribution to the cor'recting of 
Christian teaching, Catholic especially, regarding 
the Jewa. 

I hope that Judith Banki, my staunch friend, briefed 
you already on her own involvement in bringing to 
light, in_ the US,Jules Isaac's work. In fact the AJC 
was, forty years ago, m~ main support in the pursuit 
of my a·elf-assigned task • True, my efforts, begun in 
1952, received some encouragement from. the NCCJ which 
brought out, in 196f, the text of the lecture Isaac 
delivered at the Sorb.onne,HAS- ANTI-SEMITISM ROOTS 
IN CHRISTIANITY? After ten years of effort this 
breakthrough was mos.t welc.ome:, However, the NCCJ could 
not puraue, and what I was after waa an American 
edition of JESUS ET ISRAEL et L'ENSEIGNEMENT DU MEJ?RIS. 

Then the AJC, stepped in. I remain forever and warmly 
grateful t .o Rabbi Mare: Ta!lenbaUil who took. charge, 
and ' ten more y,ear.s ~£ups and downs, a varie ty of in­
credible obstacles :,1' in 19Tll. JESUS AND ISRAEL was pre­
sented to the American public. at a knockout ceremony 
a~ th~ .A.JC. The tr~k had lasted 19 years. J udith Banki, 
Rabbi ·Tanenbaum's right hand, l i ved through it all . I 
presume ehe has a file on it, includi1~ a photo I 
cherish of that May 6, 1971 Symposium .with the Group 
of Father Edward Flannery, Dr. Jaroslav J. Pelikan, 
J.ohn F .. Hotchkin,· Rabbi Marc: H. '.J.ianenbaum a.Jad : .. Lly£.elf. 

•. "I' . 

Ab.o ut myself what could I tell you? After my husband ' s 
untimely death in 1944 I had to fend for myself and I 
remembered my hushand's injunction, "if something happens 
to me, write." I did. It waa a f oolhardy enterpr i se. But 
it wo:r.ked ... I had · already met, in 1938, with tJIIe aston­
ishing success of the Chineae folk-tale-basis of The 
Five Chinese Brothers (atill going strong now!) Many 
storie:s dealt with me.rginilized children,, Jewish, 
Blacks, American Indians, shelterless families, etc. 
I ~ent back to France several times and wrote two adult 
books on aocial conditions, and many articles. 



., . : ...... 
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However a question gnawed at my heart: how could the 
S~oa.h uave taken place in a Europachristianised for 
nearly two thousand years? None of the answers satisfied 
m.e, u.µt.il - 195l? 1952? - I ran across JESUS ET I SBEL ••• 
and everything followe_d. . 
What Jules Isaac had done .with that book he consolidated 
it at the: pontifical audienc~ John XX.III granted him on 
June 13, 1960. Then Jules Isaac suggested that a Sub­
Commiaion be appointed in the Council to examine 
C~ristian teaching - Catholic . esp~cially - regarding the 
Jews. Jules Isaac is the prime mover of this. 180~t~rn we 
have been witnessing since 1965. Of eourae we have to 
keep on workingo Anti-semitism is a chameleon. Saddam 
Hussei~~plan against Israel, which I detected right on 
Ali!.gust 2nd, though he spoke only of the Koweit, is still 
there for us ·to faceo 

I . ho.p.e these few details. will help you with your diss­
ertation. whic·h is a very valuable project. As to myself, 
when I look back - I am a very old lady now - it seems 
to me I can say that m¥- ' Various ac~ivit.ies were governed 
by one preoccupation : t.s.ed.elc '(9 .J ., '. 

With warµi. wiahes for a lovely Seder, 

Cordially ; 
_/ ) } "/~" / / ~. I \;-./1{._~J'? ... - 7T.. ./ 'd>-,A ..) /~ · C .. 1 a..t....u:i. • c . ~-

P.S. Please give Judy my love. As to my next tri p to 
New York I am not able to plan it yet • 

.I 

' 

·· . 



Dear Marl_<, 

ALFRED COLE. M. 0. 
136 S. HILTON STREET 

BALTIMORE, MO. 21229 

PHONE: 566'"1100 

March 18, 1991 

I saw your sister, Sima, and her husband, Herbert at Beth El Synagogue Shabbos 

Service, March 16, 1991. She told me you were in Baltimore 2 weeks ago and spoke at 

Beth El Synagogue. If I had known you were there, I would have gone to Beth El instead 

of Beth Jacob. I belong to .both Synagogues and alternate. 

I am writing my Autobiography and when finished hopefully by the end of next year, 

my daughter~~r.:~l edit it and have it published. Diane is a well known writer 

for th~,.~,"'~~!i .... '!1~~"1·"1-~ ... ~ .. ~~~p_e~~~,~~~~~~><t&~~.t· She lives in New York. 

l :: ::dr;~:n: s:~:~::~~~;)l~;:~·~!;~~t::;:~:;;;;:~~~·;:~;~=~!~~=r~~;:~;~ 
~a;;.oQ.Ur»-..l'll.~'f~°Y,~'.:ii~{I.;- ~~~:~~:::..~~~ 

the name of Diane Cole. 

I am enclosing a Reprint of an article ~hat Diane wrote for Psychology Today. It 
::!$! " """'°-:· 

was such a heartwarming article that Reader's Digest published it in the August, 1990 

issue where it was read by millions world wide. 

I sent Sima a Chapter of my Autobiography and promised to mail you one also. 

I became attached to your mother and father when they came to Portsmouth to attend 

to my ·2 -9rotQ.&s and me. Aunt Becky (your father's sister) and Uncle Robert (my. father'~ 

brother) also cared for my 2 brothers and me when we were children. r :i>ecame· ·. ·--··· 

attached to all 4 relatives as well as my cousins, the Goldmans of Baltimore. 

I reached my goal of becoming a doctor due to the care, love and interest in me 

by my relatives, my mother and stepfather. I wrote about my stepfather in another 

Chapter. 

I am still in practice at the same location. I made many visits to your mother and 

father when they were located in the 1800 block of Light Street. 

I know you are very busy and travel a great deal. 'M'lenever you are in Baltimore 

please call me either at home or office. I am enclosing a list of my Office Hours. My 

home address and telephone number is listed on the back. 

Best Wishes for a Heal thy and Happy Passover. 

() 

Enclosures 

Cordi~lly,~ 

~le,M.D, 
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Old §cirap Kron 
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Candensed from PSYCHOLOGY TODAY 

DIANE Cou: 



When life turns threatening, I remember a 
journeyman ballplayer ~ho always hung tough. 

Old Scrap Iron 
Condensed from PSYCHOLOGY Too"Y 

D1ANE Cou 

L
e Aco, when I went to sleep 
each night, I would careful­
ly wrap myself in sheet, 

blankets and comforter, and snug­
gle mummy-like within my sanc­
tuary. My brothers laughed at me, 
but I had iny reasons: if I ex­
posed a single inch, I thought, a 
witch would tickle my toes. But if 
I protected myself, nothing could 
harm me. 

Childhood habits haunt us as· 
adults. Each night I still barricade 
myself, though I know that wheth­
er I protect myself or not, night­
mares and night horrors will set 
upon me when they will. 

Real terrors have attacked me 
mostly in my waking hours. One 
morning many years ago, I was 
taken hostage by an armed band of 
Hanafi Moslems when they seized 

the headquarters of B'nai B'rith in 
Washington, D.C. Somehow it 
seemed a fitting end to a two-year 
stretch marked by my husband's 
bout with cancer, then my mother's 
illness and death. 

Sometime later, Peter and I cele­
brated his first decade free of cancer. 
We also celebrated a new life-I 
was pregnant. Soon after, at 4 Vi 
months, I miscarried. It was our 
second lost child. 

' No magic, no ritual, could have 
prevented any of this. The world, I 
know, bears me no grudge; it is the 
nature oflife to leave us vulnerable. 
Perhaps that is why I cherish .the 
nickname my husband gave me: 
Old Scrap Iron . 

. Old Scrap Iron!· Some women 
may find the nickname unroman­
tic, but I answer to it proudly. Scrap 

0 1-ey DIAN( COU:. l'IYCHO\.OOY TOOAY (""AIL ,4, 'II). IO FtMH Avt: .. HEW YOMllt. N.T. UJOU 

OLD SCRAP IRON 

Iron was the m·oniker of Clint 
Courtney, a journeyman American 
League catcher of the 1950s. 

Clint Courtney did not · set any 
baseball re:cords. His achievements 
live only in the fond memories of a 
few die-hard fans, like my hus­
band. Who cares that Courtney 
possessed no power, no speed and 
little grace? Armed with his catch­
er's mitt and face mask, he fear:ed 
no one, never gave up. 

If a batter's errant swing caught· 
him, a foul tip nipped his elbow, or 
a runner bowled him over and 
spiked him at the plate, ~crap Iron 
would slowly rise, shake off the dust, 
punch his catcher's mitt and nod to 
his pitcher to throw again. The game 
would go on, and Courtney with it­
bruised, clutching his arm in pain, 
ye~ determined to continue. Some 
people would call him foolhardy. 
This fan would call him realistic: 
life, I have found, demands such 
qualities in abundance. 

During the 39 hours that I was a 
hostage, I prepared myself for an 
ending all of us must face. On the 
concrete floor of the building 
where l and more than 1 oo others 
were held hostage, I lay dreaming 

of my mother. I heard her call me, 
and at first I was comforted by the 
thought of her embrace. 

And then I resisted. Something 
pulled me back to this life. Hud­
dled beneath a raincoat for 
warmth, I remembered Peter. To 
let go of life would be to let him 
down. As a captive I had little 
choice in the matter. My impro-

. vised cover had failed to protect 
me; it would never protect me. But 
I wanted to live-for Peter's sake, 
for my own sake. At that moment, 
my spirit refused to give in. 

Since that time, whenever life 
has yielded another terrible sur­
prise, and fear, anger and despair 
have threatened, I've remembered 
that moment. I remind myself also 
of a Je~ish blessing thanking God 
for having allowed us to reach this 
season, whatever the season may be. 

And I picture Clint Courtney, 
risi.ng after each fall, wincing with 
each injury, and scrapping on and 
on, season to season. We must all 
take our chances each day, with no 
assurance of refuge-with no magic 
from bedcovers, with not even a 
catcher's mask to shield us from 
life's foul tips. 
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RFACllING MY MJ\JOR GOJ\t.S 

My chief goal was to be a scholar on the llonor lbll in lllgh School, to he a aood 

~tudr:.nt in College of l\rts and Sciences end Medical School at Univf:'rsity of Virqlnl ::t in 

Ch<"r.lottf~svll.le, Va., to come to Bal tlmore, Md. with my M. o. Degree, to Intern end sP.r.Vt:' 

a Resldency at a Baltimore Hospital and Practice Medicine in Baltimore. A satelite qoetl 

w,,~ to s;:ive lives; df:.livP.r heal thy habies and hP.lp to improve quality of 11 fe for my 

fnrnl'ly and frimds. 

The Influenza Epldenic in 1918 and 1919 led to my interest in becoming a cbctor. J 

rould not understand why so many people developed Influmza and why so many dlE'd. I wi:.nt"rl 

to help pr.evmt sickne~s and to 'cure those who bP.Came nr;. 
My drive, my mo tivation; my persE>rverance, long hours of· study, dllitjr;nt work ih th':' 

lahori\todes and in all my courses led to succP.ss in my major qoah. 

I was born in Portsmouth, Virginia, August 17, 1909 

On Deccmh.er :1091918 my father Was murdered .on his way home from a lecturf" hy 

William Jrnnlngs Bryan in Norfolk. I was only 9 years old whm this traqedy occurrr.rl. H 

shock.ed and depressed me. I · felt sad and insecure. My fatheC' taught me to react and wd t" 
•.· :.i .: . 

.;;. 

.an~ . p~~l:>.ed ·.me ~ t~ my. hom~rk. ,f!!llery night. He was my teacher, my role model t 8 Schol Ar 

vil_iom ~· .f~llo~ed a~.d io<:>k.ed fo~·~d to h1-s .advi~e, his help, his s\.appo.rt, his' .coinpanionsh~p. 
My q~al ~o b~me 8 cbctor seened . shattered. I could not undeC"stand how Anyone .could hP ~o 

b~"lstly , ~o unhumane .as tc)·kill th~ .,f,ather. of '1 small children. · 

I wanted to leave this. wick.ed City, Pottsinouth, . Va., which I called Crime City. f·1y 

mothE'r 's first idea w~s. ~o leave, but she wimted the advice·o"t=·our· relatives !n P.Altirnor.·r, 

Md~ ;md Cleveland, Ohio. t-bther had no blood relatives in Portsmouth, Va. 

My mothE'r took a trip with her. 3 year old clauqhter, Rach.,;1, to Bal timor~ anrt' Cl r.vrlm1d 

t:o visit our relatives there to help her decide. Th4l!Y advised mother to rEmaln J.n Port. ~<l"'" 

!';.i.nce i:;hP. ownP.d property and had a good busln~ss with C\~stomets from S~hoard Rrtilro;oid ~lt:'l'~• 

Whil~ ;oo·ther was in Bal tlmore and ClevE>lAnd, J\he and sadi.e Tannmbaum of BC\l t!mor." r:in•r 

to our home ~-i-t_9ke care of my 2 brothers and me and operate the . stor-e. : Uncl P. Rohe.r.t :incl 
a a ---. 

J\t!nt B~cky a l so came to attmd my 2 brothers and me. I bP.Came ·attached to ·these '1 

r.E'.latlves. lhe Tannmbaum •s became proud par.ents of Vbr.ld famous Rabbi Mark TAnnmhnum. 

I h:'ld the plC'o"\sure of tre<\t..lng AhP- T:innmh<lum wh"'" I bf'r.Ame a physician pract:idna · 

.medlcl.ne in Baltimore. 
' .. : ~. 4 ° ' I 

I al .so treated Cousin JosE'!(>h Goldnan of ·43 N. P<\ttP.rson . Pnrlc 

.... . /w~1 ~E".<1 ._Ill!'> 2 sons, Alhert .and 

I c.il~e to nal timore. 

~ale; and daughter, S"lrah, b~<lme close frlmd~ whm . ... 
. ·' ' 

. . 
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My mothPr gave me a private room at the head of the stairs at our. home at 1611:.> l<J.w1 . !ii:. 

for my studtes, desk and bedroom where I c:Otild study undisturbed. 

I became an "A" studmt in every subject in elanmtary and high school. I w;,s on t.hP. 

llonor Roll and the only studmt in my high school class to beoome a O:>ctor of Medlclm~. 

In January, 1926 I wrote an essay th;1t w::>n first prize for best essay in the State of 

Virginia. The ~ntest was givm hy Virginia \'bmms • Christian TenpP.r<mce Union. Host of 

Pssays in State of Virginia were on "ll:mgers of Alcohol". My subject was unique. It W.s 

mtitled 11 3noking May be ~ngerous to Your Health". This was unheard of in_ .·1926.· Critid:>:inn 

smoker.s was unpopular in Virginia where tobacco is grown in Danville arP.a and . ChP.sterfi eld 

Cigar;ettes are manufactured in Richmond. I believe my suhj~ct surprised the judges who 

awarded me first prize because they knew of . the dangE>rs 'ot alcohol but were surprised to 

1~'1rn that ciga.rettes could be harmful to your health. 

In 1926 there was no medical evidence that cigarette smoking could cause cancer of thr­

iungs. 

My mother: told me, and I quote "Cigan~tte smoking m<ly cause cancP.r of lun<J~ An<i 

c-.onsumption"(meaning enphysena ). S'\e fUrt~er stated, "Your father and your grandfat~ers 

n~~r smoked, and you must follow in their footsteps"~ which· I did. 

I , hr.c~m~ a ·student · at Univ~rsi ty of Vir.giniA ,ln ChnrlottE!svill~, .Va. in S('ptnnhE'r., 1°::>r-• 
. . 

I loved the UnivE>rsi ty of VirginJ,a becnuse of qr.eat teachers, instructor:=: and profes50r.~, t.h r.-

O(".'<"l.Uti f ul grounds and buildings. · The beauty of ~~versity of Vit"9inia in Ch~rlottesvi lJ I!?, V:\. 

<:1llowed . me to forget the: uglinP.ss of Portsmouth, Va. I never forgave Portsmouth for. allow:i no 

the man who murdt>red my father to 'go unpunished. The ~appl est 7. years of my young H fr. W".'r"" 

~Ent nt: Umversity of Virginia, 1.926 - 1933. 
. .. .... 

I earned my M. D • . Degree which· was awarded by Dr. Flippin, Dean of the Medical School 

and Governor Pollard of Virginia on Tuesday , June 13; 1933. I took my Merlical Board 

P.xaminations in the Smate Chamber· of the State Capitol in Richmond, Va. for 4 consecuttv" 

r:Jays the week after graduation .. 

·r •· 

Dr • . ~"il.liam Comess , a gra~ate of Medical College of Virginia in Richmond took l..ic:ms,.. 

F:Y.nrn in Senate Seat next to me. He smoked during examinations hut was nice enouah to blnw 

~ke away fi.foii-my desk. After thE' ex')fj"}1¥ie_jJJl'/Jvme in his Model T Ford to my homP. at 

1~'12 King .Street. He met Hom and ~p~~yed long enough to mjoy a cold sorla hefore 

golnq to his home in Norfolk, Va. I passed all examinations and earned a llcmse to 

practice medicine in the state of Vir~in.ia, July 1933. 

I was determined never to return to Portsmouth to practice medicine desp.i tf! _.prP,sstt r.r 

by J\unt Becky and Mr. Ziv. . . 

~ ~ . 
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I <:ilme to I3al timorr. on Fri day, June 30, ·1933 to Intern at West Aal t.tniore G~~raJ. 

Hospital and serve a Residrncy in Obstetr.ics. 

I was licmsed to practice med.ldne in Maryland, July 20, 1935, Licmse #3550. 

I served 4 years in mil! tary service in Vbrl.d War II, 1942 - .1946 . I have h~en 

in continuous practice of medicine now for 45 yfflrs, 1946 - 1991.. 

My 9oal for a happy marriage and far:nily was .realized when I marde<i Roselda Kr\t7. of 

Shnkf:~r. lldghts, Ohlo, June 22, 1948. We have 2 sons and a dau(lhter, 3 <:Jr<mdsons 8-

1. 

'?.. 

S~cral other goals were successful. .3 c,:tr'.'ndd~uohtPr.s. 
I was able to hdn9 my ~~her's sister, Au~t Ra.~hel, hP.r husband, Uncle Ernest, Ann 

dauahter, Judy, fr.om Vi.enna, Austria to thpf-'Un:\.ted Sti'\tes in 193~ • 

. r arr:-cmqed for. mothP.:r. • s younoest si steMecelia ,' to come to Amer.lea for a v.l ~l t. 
I wanted her to remain in Baltimore but she returned to Johannr.Jshur.g, South f\ftlr:i 

t.o be with hP.r. sick hushand. 

3. I also arrang~d for my father's hr.oth0r's wi.f~, Aunt I:br~"'n, of Joh;:mnr-!';t,ur.<J, 

' South Africa to visit the United Stat€'s. 

Wh<ltevE'r honors I rec Pi ved in mr.dic1.ne, 'savina thP. 11 ves of pati. en ts nn<l dr:-llv ~r.lnri 

bahi~s, and the many certificates I ear.ned that are hangint;J on the walls of my offlc~ o f 

which I am very proud are all s~ondary to my pri dP. ln my family. ""'--"'---------· .. - ·~--- "-· '~ . 

In 1947 my brother, Curtis, and I houqht mother a nome ln Viroinia BE>ach. 

·: .. Curtis made the rml <:>state arrang~~nts. 

I should have list med to my hr.other-in-law, Edwnr.d 91ilkret, ri!ld bought Oc:f'>~n F'r.ont: 

land in Ocean City, Md. in 19SO's. ' My Ac;countant persuaded me to forget Ocean City, Oc""ln 

.Fr.ont land. · I made a big mistake. Ocean City 1 s Booming. You win rom~, yoi.1 lose som,,.. ..• . . .. 
You make .thf' best of what you have. 

After mom and pop di.ed, CUrtis sold mother's homes in Virqinia neach;('Portsmouth •m<i 

stores on Second Avmue in Portsmouth and Grmby Str.e<:>t in Norfolk. 

Cui:-tis died January 4, 1990 of colon C<\nc~r. He was the last of my fRmily t:o J i.v,,; in 

Portsmo\Jth,' Va. 

My· brother Nahum (Nonnee) lives in Houston, Texas and my sist~r lives in Oc'."an ct t:y , 11<' 

My go6d:h~lth'is due to oood qenes and abiding by mother's .advlce to ahst.<'\fo fr:-cm 

alcohol, ciqarettes and drugs and ab1<1e hy di.'=tary laws of Moses. I am on a low' fat 

nutr.i ti.ous di et with fruits and vegetablP.s, fish, chick.€!'\ or tur.k~y, hut no m~t. 

'l'h~nk God for a.llowinq me to reach my aoals • . Thank God for allowino me to r""-"ch thl s 

se.1son, this dFly in qooci heal th. 

It ; ::· . . : . , .. . : .. ,· ·. ' · . 



WABC-TV 
7 Lincoln Square New York, New York 10023-5998 {212) 887-7777 

Sylvia Hueston 
Director of Community Relations 

March 19, 1991 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
45 East 89th Street, Apt. 18F 
New York, New York 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum : 

• 

Thank you for consenting to be a panelist on our show, MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE. As I told you, the theme of this show is "Creating 
Harmony from Diversity." We will tape the show on Tuesday, April 
9th. We would like you to arrive at 6PM at our WABC-TV studio, 7 
Lincoln Square. We should be finished our taping by 9:30PM. The 
show will air on Saturday, April 13th from 7 to SPM. 

. . -
I have enclosed an outline of the show for your information. We · 
w~ll be in.contac~ with you the week of April 1st to follow-up on 
·final details with you. 

We look forward to seeing you on April 9th for what w~ hope will 
be a most informative and inspiring look into one of the critical 
problems of our time. 

Sincerely, 

P.s. Thanks for the words of wisdom at lunch. Looking forward to 
the 9th. 

Enclosure 



Taping Date : 
Air Date: 

MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
CREATING HARMONY FRQM DIVEBSITY 

Tuesday, April 9th, 6PM. to 9:30PM 
Saturday, April 13th, 7 to 8PM 

America--the first multi-racial nati on, represents the 
entire world. And New York City and its surrounding 
areas is a microcosm of our world, like no other American 
city. 

As peoples from every corner of the world gather in tne New 
York area, they try to live together in our common society. In 
this process, they certainly meet their share of difficulties . 
When these efforts are very unsuccessful, and ugly incidents occur, 
we hear about them. But what we don't hear about so often are the 
many successful examples of people, from all different backgrounds , 
living and working together in harmony in our communities. · 

Show Objective 

On nMaking A Difference" we will examine examples of people 
from varied ethnic/racial/cultural/national, etc. backgrounds who 
have worked at overcoming their differences and are creating · a 
harmonious environment together--whether-at work, at school , or in 
their neighborhoods. And we'll find out more about how they did 
it. . 

Ar88S to be Highlighted; 

The Tradi tio·ns of America 

Equality, Fairness, Responsibility, Tolerance 

What We're Teaching · our Youth 

This show is ·a Channel 7 special presentation. The host is 
Roz Abrams. It will be an hour-long format with studio audience, 
taped background pieces and a panel of experts in the are~ of 
racial/ethnic haraony in· the . New York community. The panelists 
include Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, Consultant for the American Jewish 
Committee; Laura Blackburn, Chairperson of the NYC Housing 
Authority and former Chief Counsel for the New York State NAACP: 
Dennis deLeon, Colllli.ssioner and Chairman of the NY Human Rights 
Commission, and Gillian Martin Sorensen, President of the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews . 
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Dr. Marc H. Tenenbaum 
45 East 89th Street (#l 8F) 
·New York, New York 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

March 19, 1991 

Having . Just compieted writing a local press release for 
your appearance in Kansas City, I am more excited then 
ever by the prospect. We look forward to you serving as 
the "bar mitzvah" lecturer for the Stuart J. Hersh Memorial 
on April 25th. 

Reservations have been made for you at the Marriott 
Courtyard near the synagogue, The address and phone for 
family emergencies are: 500 East 105th, Kansas City, Mo. 
64131; 816/941 -3333 . 

Please let us kno.w, as soon as poss~ble, your flight plans 
for arrival and departure. 

Looking forward with great anticipation to meeting you. 

PS/bg 
cc: Rabbi Cohen 

Sincerely, 

G?477~~-
Patsy Shanberg 
Program Direct.or 

Mr. and Mrs. Merton Hersh . 
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THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMIT.TEE 

,· 
.·· 

•' date March 20, 1991 

to IJCIC COLLEAGUES 

from Rabbi A. James Rudin 

subject 

You are cordially invited to a breakfe.st reception with Italy's Prime Minist~r Giulio 
I 

Andreotti this SUNDAY, MARCH 24, from 9-11 at the Harmonie Club, 4 East 60th 
Street in Manhattan. The American Jewish Com~ittee is pleased to host this meeting 
for Jewish leaders. 

You will, of course, recall that our IJCIC Delegation : met witn the Prime Minister in 
Rome last December. This Sunday's breakfast meeting will provide a chance to 
continue our conversations with him. · 

Becaus e of security needs, it is necessary to let me know as soon as possible if you 
will be with us. Please call my office (212-751-4000 x260} · or send a FAX to 212-
751-4018 at your earlie'st opportunity. I look forw~rd to seeing you on Sunday. 

Warm r egards. 

AJR/ch \ 
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Seymour· D. Rekh 
Chainnan 

Dr. Leon Feldman 
Consultanr 

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT 

Synagog\le Council of America 
327 Lexlngton Avenue 

I 
New York, NY 10016 
Tel: (2 12) 686-8670 

, fax: (212) 686-8673 

EUROPE.AN SECRETAR.Lff 

World Jewish Congress 
l Rud de Varcmbe 
1211 Ceneve 20, Swiaerland 
Tel: (41) 22·734-13·2.5 
fax: (41) 22·73·33-985 

CONSTTIUENT AGENCIES 

Americim Jewish Committee 
I 65 Ease 56 Street 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (212) 751-4000 
fax: (212) 751-4018 

B'nai B'rlch/ 
Anti Defomation League 

8.23 V .N. Plaza 
New York. NY 10017 
Tel: (212) 490-252.5 
Fax: (212) 867·0779 

The Israel lntccfllith Assoc. 
P:O.B. 7739 

• JeNSalem 91 .077, Israel 
Tel: (972) 2-63·52·12 

Synagogue Council of America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York. NY 10016 

: Tel: (212) 686-4670 
Fu: (212) 686-8673 

I · 
I' 

World Jewish C.Ongress 
501 Madison Avenue 
New Yo(io:. NY 10022 
Tcl: {212) 7SS-S770 
Fu: (212) 755-5883 

SYNAGOGUE COUNCIL 865 P01 

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMITfEE 
ON INTERREUGIOUS CONSULTATIONS 

March 20., 1991 

A~b, t1P-rc,, ~1. et'l~ . 
Dea r IJCIC Member: 

The meeting of the IJCIC representatives of the 
constituent organizations, originally scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 26, 1991, ~ill be postponed 
until after Pesach oecause of conflicts in the 
scheduling. 

You will be informed of the new date as soon as 
possible. 

Thank you for your cooperation and continued 
interest. 

All the best f"~r . CHAG SAM.EACH u~MOAD!M le-SI~Cl!AH!. 

P,S. 

Seymour D. Reich, chairman 

Leon A. Feldman, consultant 

Under separate cover , you have received an invita tion 
ex~nded by Ra bbi A. James Rudin, of the American 
~eWish Committee, and membe~ of IJCIC, to attend a 
brea~fast meeting with P.M. Giulio Andreotti of 
!ta~y . on Sunday morning, March 24 , 199 1. Please make 
every effort to attend. 

·.1 
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DATE 2.J March 1991 FAX MESSAGE NO. 21156 

NUMBER OF PACES (INCLliD!NG COVER SHEET) 20 

TO Prof. Leon A. FeldmaQ FROM : Gerhart M. Riegn~r 

MESSAGE : Ple~se find enclosed: 

1 . t he Report on the 7th Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
hy Dr. Jacobus Schoneveld who attended the Assembly as observe r 
for the International Counci l of Christians and Jews. 

2. The Statement adopted unanimously by the Executive Comiuittee of the 
International Council of Chri,;tinns and Jews at its meeting on 18/19 
March :fn Heppenheim,(which l attended). 

IJCIC will have to 1nake also a p\lbl::i.c statement . 

3. The final text of the Canberra Statement as we received it !rom the wee 
secretariat is enclosed. 

J shall report later on some other aspects of t !1e lleppenheiru meeting. 

Be~t regards • 1~.t(/. 
Gerhart M. ]{iegner 
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SEVENTH ASSEMBLY OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

held in Canberra, Australia 

7 - 20 February 1991 

Report 
by 

DR JACOBUS SCHONEVELD 

Observer at the Assembly on beh rJ lf of the 
International Council of Christians and Jews 

Once in seven or eight years delegates of the 316 churches from 
all over the world which are members of the Wor.ld Council of Chur­
ches come together to evaluate the work and life of the Council 
since the last Assembly and to give guidelines for its future lHe. 
The Assembly elects ·a new Central Committee which is the govern­
ing body of the Co4ncil until the next Assembly. For each 
Assembly a particular theme is chosen to serve as the focus of its 
deliberat ion. 

The last assembly took place from 24 July to 10 August 1983 in 
Vancouver. Canada. The next assembly is to be held in 1998 when 
the SOth anniversary of the Council will be celebrated. This year 
the Assembly took place from 7 to 20 Febraury in Canberra, 
Australia. The theme was cast in the form o! a prayer: "Come Huly 
Spirit, Renew your Creation" . It was the fi r st time that the 
Assembly dealt with the Holy Spirit, the third "Person 11 of the 
Trinity. In the choice of the theme the influence o! the Orthodox 
Chu re hos r.an be noticed as this family of churches has traditional­
ly emphasi-zeq the role of the Holy Spirit. While the previous 
assembly theme, "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World" had been 
criticized as exclusiv is tic' this theme seems to highlight the .,.;ork 
of God's spirit in the whole universe, also outside Christianity. 

There were four sub-themes which were also cast in form of pray­
ers: 

I. "Giver of Life - Sunstain your creation I" 
II. "Spirit of Truth - Set us free!" 
I II. "Spirit of Unity - Recreate your People I '1 

IV. "Holy Spirit - Transfer our Sanctifyers" 

The Assembly was to a great extent overshadowed by the Gulf War 
which was raging while the Assembly met and led to severe contro­
versie:s in debates about a public statement to be adopted l>y the . 
Assembly on the war. The Churches represented in the World Coun­
cil of Churches are Protestant and Orthodox Churches. The .Roman 
Catholic Church is not a member, although it sends a sizable dele-



gation of official observers. Considering the style of debate and 
decision-making at the Assembly - especially as displayed in Can ­
berra -, it seems unlik~ly that it will become a member in the 
foreseeable future! There was a strong represen tation of churches 
from Africa and Asia. The more -ev angelical and conservc-ti ve 
sections in the Protestant churches were clearly under r ep r esented 
in the Assembly. 

There were 842 delegates from member churches . 409 guests, advi­
sers. observers, etc., 507 stewards and staff members and about 
2500 accredited visitors. 

From the ICCJ Sir Sigmund and Lady Hazel Sternberg attended the 
Assembly as accredited v isitors , I myself as an observer. From our 
mcnrbar organisations I spotted Ms Janet Barcroft llrish Council of 
Christians and Jews) as delegate of the Church of Irelanc1. Bishop 
Imre Szebik (of Magyaroszagi Keresztenyek Zsidok Tanacsa in 
Hunga ry) as delegate of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, Sr 
Lenore Sharry (Council of Christians and Jews in Sydney ) a s dele­
gated observer of the Roman Ca·tholic Church. Sr Mary Lotton and 
Rev . Johannes Achilles (both of the Council of Christiat~s and Jews 
in Victoria) . Rev. Ber11 Steven (Co1~ncil of Christians and Jews 
Sydney) and Russell Jensen (New Zealand Council of Ch ristians anti 
Jews) as accredited visitors. 

This r eport can only be subjectjve and reflect my personal expe­
riences and impressions of this high gathering. 

The o verwhelming diversity of people gathered together in Can- -
berra, representing many different cultures and races of the globe 
is one of most fascinating aspects of this assembly and poses a lot 
of problems. 

Worship 

One of the most attractive aspects of the assembly was the daily 
worship, especially in the mornings. taking place in the huge wor­
ship tent. The positive e·xperiences with the worship as centre of 
the 6th Assembly in Vancouver (1983) had convinced the organisers 
to let it play _ again a central role in this Assembly. Six or seven 
animators from very different musical traditions were able to carry 
the participants to great enthousiasm in singing and clapping. 
Before the opening worship on the first day the participants went 
to the tent through smoke from fire kindled by Australian aborigi­
nies as a purification rite . Every day of the week a different 
emphasis on the theme of the Holy Spirit was highlighted. e.g. on 
Ash Wednesday participants entered in sackcloths holding small 
bowls with ashes of the palm leaves of last year's Palm Sunday. A 
shofar as the musical instrument of repentence was blown; after 
the service all participants received the sign of the cross in ash 
on their for~heads. The closing worship .on the last day was built 
around verses of Isaiah 6, the prophet 's vis ion of God's holiness 
leading to the purification of his lips and his sending into the 
world. Another peak was the celebration of the eucharist according 
to the ecumenical liturgy agreed in Lima (Peru). Beautiful but 
very long was the Orthodox celebration of the "Divine Liturgy of 
St. John Chrysostom". 
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Controversy over a Korean Presentation 

Two very different presentations on -. the general theme of the 
Assembly on the second day highlighted a sharp theological 
difforen<;:e between the Ortl1odox Churches and the relatively young 
church.es of Asia and Africa. First a lecture wr.itten by the 
Eastern Orthodox Patriarch of Alexandria. Parthenios, was read by 
Archibshop Georges Tse ts is. It dealt · with the theme of the Holy 
Spirit with the terminology of the Church Fathers of the early 
centuries must have sounded rather esoteric for many participants 
unfamiliar with this type of theological language. This was 
followed by a presentation on the theme by the Korean female 
theologian, Prof. Dr Chung Hym Kyung, in which she appeared on 
the stage surrounded by 16 Korean and Z aburig in.al dano~rs. 
representing people in history and the present who hi.id become 
victims of oppression and persecution and inviting the participants 
to "listen to the cries of creation and the t;£"it?.:i of the Spirit 
within it '' (c;f.. Rornans 8: 26: "The Spirit helps us in our weak­
ness... that very . Spirit intercedes with . sighs too dee[J for 
words"}. She then invoked the spirits of these victims whose names 
WP-re written on pieces of paper, burned the list and let the ashes 
drift through the hall, in accordance with a traditional Korean 
ceremony. Many of the orthodox participants but also many protes­
tants from the West considered this intertwining of traditional 
Korean concepts of spirits with her exposition of the Holy Spirit as 
syncretism and paganism. Others felt that this was legitimr.tte use 
of national culture in artic:ulating the message of Christianity. 
just as Western Christianity through the centuries has made use of 
many pre-Christ ian symbols and concepts . 'I person ally found Prof. 
Chung 1 s presentation a convincing way of underscoring her central 
statement: " I no 19nger believe in an omnipotent, Macho, wo.rrior 
God who rescues all good guys and punishes all bad guys . Hather 
I rely. on the comp a.ssionate God who weeps with us fer life in the 
midst of cruel destruction of life". 

This controversy was one of . the points which prompted the 
OrthocJox participants to ask themselves; "Has the timo come for 
the Orthodox churches and other member churches to review their 
relations with the World Council of Churches?" 

Creation and Ecology 

At its 6th Assembly in Vancouver the WCC decided to embark on a 
conciliar process on Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation 
adding the present global ecological crisis to the long-standing 
issues of justice and peace in the ecumenical discussion, This 
process found its first culmination in a world convocation in tho 

· 7th Assembly, especially in Section I: "Holy Spirit, sustain your 
creation". Since I had noticed with regret that very little input 
had come into this process from the .. side of Christian-Jewish 
dialogue, I decided to participate in the work of this section. It 
is precisely in creation theology that fruitful cooperation between 
Jews and Christians is possible. Therefore it is a great pity that 
those who are officially involved in the dialogue between the wee 
and the Jewish world, had not put these issues high on their 
agenda. A consultation to be jointly organised by the wee and the 
In terna.tional Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultation and 
scheduled to take place some years ago did not matieralize and 
thus an opportunity was lost for Christi an-Jewish dialogue to make 
an impact on this process. 
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Each section was divided irito a number of sub-sections. whose 
findings were incorporated in the report cf each section. In my 
sub-section which had a moderator '°''ilo was not up to hP.r task. 
each participant made his or her own little speech without a real 
exchange o! ideas. I tried to impress on the other participants the 
advantag:es of listening to the Jewish tradition for a responsible 
theology of creation, especially with regard to the concepts of 
Sabbath, sabbatical year and jubilee year which prominently 
figure in present-day theologies of creation, but also with regard 
to the concepts of limitation and distinction (expressed by the 
Hebrew verb "le-ha vdil 11

) iri the Creation Story and the concepts of 
t purity and impurity and of holiness. Some of these ideas were 
~ reflected in the final report· in the section, al t hough I steadily 

felt a deep-seated reluctance of many Christians to s·niously listen 
to the Jewish tradition. especially among the Ortt1oclox. Middle 
Eastern and Asian Christians. It was a kind of up-hill struggle to ;, 

I plead for .taking Jewish t radition seriously . There seemed to be a 
greater openness among African Christians~ Thanks to the man ..... ho 
was mainly responsibl e for the drafting of the report. the econo-
mist and Member of Parliament in the Netherlands . Prof. Bastiaan 
D~ Gaay Fortman. the final report of the SE'<::tion was a good rh~ci:.' 
of work. 

Statement on the Gulf War 

The Assembly spent mu ch energy on a statement on the Gulf War 
prepared by the Public Issues Statement. In the debates a strong 
ernotional resistance against the Allied forces was fell. This carne 
already on the first day to expression in ovational app l aus for 
Metropolitan Gregorius of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church . 
one of the seven presidents of the WCC living in New Del hi, wh-:::n 
ht=! critized the speech of the Australian Premies Bob Hawke in 
defense of the war. 

The statement adopted on the last day of t he Assembly criticized 
the United Nations by stating that by a dopting Security Council 
resolution 678 which a ut horised "member states... to use all 
necessary means to implement previous resolutions". the UN pl aced 
itself in danger of being blamed . for being· unduly dependent upon 
a powerful nation or group of nations and for appearing to autho­
rize a large-scale war which is not in the interest of an interna­
tional order of peace based on law". 

In describing events in connection with the war the statement show­
ed a clear anti-Israel bias. During a public hearing on the Gulf 
1Nar. I was able to publicly state my view. Speaking shortly after 
Mrs Jean Zaru who impressively expressed her anxiety about the 
situation of Palestinians on the West Bank under a long period of 
curfew. I said the following: 

111 agree with the words Mrs Jean Zaru has just spoken. 

I also agree with the statement the Genera 1 Secretary of the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA made on 11 
January 1991: 
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'We are alarmed and deeply d!5tressed by Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq Aziz's threat thc..t I raq will attack Israel 
should Iraq be attacked by the forces assembled in Saudi-Ara- . 
bia. Given the nature of t he weapons at Iraq's disposal. 
such an attack would undoubtedly cause suffering in Isra­
el . .. ' 

The Assembly should express its deep concern about the 
threat of annihilation of Israel by Iraq . but also by other 
states of the Middle East, except Egypt. 

The non-recognition of Israel and its r ejection as a state by 
its neighbou rs (except now Egypt) is one of the deepest roots 
of th e problems. The Palestinian problem came into being as 
a r esult of this non-recognition. Therefore. any proposal fur 
an international peace conference should be preceded by the 
recogni tion of Israel as a state by the other states in the 
Middle East. not only by recognit ion on the part of the 
Pa!cstinians. Only then can Israel feel secure enough to 
contril:>ute its share to the solution of the plight of the 
Palestinians. 

The WCC should reaffirm its support for the existence of 
Israel within secure and mutually recognized borders. 

The WCC should offer its good services to bring this recogni­
tion about. in those areas in wh ich it can make a contribu­
tion, especially in the promotion of dialogue between Chris­
tians, Jews and Muslims in the Middle East. 

I feel in this As.sembly a grea t deal of indifference to the 
well-being of the Jewish Paole and the State of Israel. El ie 
Wiesel has said; 'The opposite of love is not hate. but 
indifference' • " 

In the debate on the last day delegates from Germany and the 
Netherlands made efforts to amend passages that were clearly 
biased against Israel. At the end of the day it was not yet clear, 
if _these efforts were successful, since the final phrasing of certain 
passages was left to the drafting committee. 

In my opinion , the Assembly reacted more emotionally than i n a 
well-considered way on the Gulf War. leaving the i mpression that 
most of the representatives of the Church displayed a great deal 
or naivete towards the realities of power in the world of today. 
How unstable the process of decision-making was in the Assembly. 
was shown when a majority voted· after only a few moments of 
discussion in favour of a far-reaching amendment proposed by the 
German delegate, Prof. Konrad Raiser. which gave the statement en 
the Gulf a distinctive pacifist slant . But later in the day when 
the vote was to be taken on the whole document. some delegates 
- among them the moderator of the Central Committee. Dr Hans­
Joachim Held - declared that they were unable to vote in favour of 
the document if this pacifist paragraph was in it. Out cf fear that 
the whole document would be voted down, a motion to reconsider 
the adopted amendment was put foward. As it received the required 
2/3 majority, the matter was tal<en up again and tnen the 



paragraph was d~leted with a big majority. I sat near the Roman 
Catholic observers and saw how they shook their heads in amaze­
men t a t this capricious way of decision-making by a body repre­
senting most of the Protes t an l and Ort!'lodox churches in the world. 

With other delegates I tr ied hard to get a passage on the resurge 
of antisemitism in the statements on p ublic issues, but it proved 
impossible to achieve this. The committee argued that t here was no 
need for such statement as the General Secretary had writlen in 
August 1990 to the European member churches about thjs matter. 
This proved tc me all the more the great measure of indifference 
shown by t he wee in its majority to the well-being of the Jewish 

I
. people. This did not come to be as a surprise because, since 1974 

when I became involved with the wee in matters concerning the 
Jewish pear. le and Israel, 1 have noticed this fodifforence or even 
hostility. 

Karl Barth has said that the r el at ion to t he Jewish people i~ the 
decisive ecumenical question. In this Assembly of the ecumenical 
movement I felt that for most of the delegates this was no question 
at all. Judaism was just ranked among the "other faiths" in an 
undifferentiated way. There was in the official statements no sens~ 
at all for the unique relationship be.tween tile Church and the 
Jewish people. 

Interfa ith Relations 

Guests from other religions had been invited by the WCC and were 
to be introduced to the Assembly on Monday, 11 February. There 
was . however, a last minute change in the programme to the effect 
t hat t he welcomi ng of those guests was for logistic reasons moved 
to the precedin g Saturday afternoon, i.e. to the Sabbath. As I saw 
lhis, I asked one of the seven presidents, Or Lois Wilson . Canada, 
that . t his change be reconsidered as it would mean a lack of 
sensitivity on the part of the WCC for the holiness the Sabbath 
has for the Jews, if Jewish guests of the wee· were virtually forced 
to participate in this aspect or the programme on Sabbath . The 
change was then undone, 

I had frequent contact with the Jewish guests, Rabbi Dr Ma rshall 
Meyer (New York) and the rabbinical student, Ms Caryn Broitman 
(Philadelphia). The invitation of these guests by the WCC had not 
been channeled through the International Jewish Committee for 
I n terreligious Consultations (IJCIC). This probably reflects the 
difficulties in the official relaticns between this body which al 
present also experiences internal problems , and the WCC. Both 
guest.s · were very active during the Assembly. Rabbi Meyer made a 
contribution which was generally acclaimed at a prayer service for 
peace in the worship tent, and both intervened at a public 
hearing during the Gulf war trying to redress the imbalance and 
bias of passages dealing wit.h Israel in ·· the proposed declaration, 
alas unsuccessfully. 

I also met the Muslim guest, Mallam Dr Is-Haq Oloyede of Nigeria, 
who clearly stated that he was opposed to dressing political and 
economic conflict in religious garb by . political auth~rities . He 
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expressed interest in attending the ICCJ Collcquium in Southampton 
in July 1991. Further I met several times a Budd his t guest from 
Sri Lanka, the Venerable Oeegalle .Mahinda, now studying in 
Chicago. 

The wee Sub- Unit on Dialogu e with People of Living Faiths called 
a meeting for those present at the Assembly who were engaged in 
interreligious dialogue. It was stressed that in the wake of the 
Gulf war interreligious dialogue, especially between Christians. 
Jews and Muslims was more necessary than ever before. 

Dialogue between the Orthodox Churches and the Jews 

Sir Sigmund Sternberg and r had a meeting with Archbishop Kyrill 
of Smolensk. Head of the Department cf External Affairs of the 
Russian Orthodox Church. The meeting was also attanded by Dr 
Bjorn Fj arstedt, moderator and Rev. Hans Ucko, Secretary of the 
WCC Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People: I thanked 
the Archbishop for his recent letter to the President of the ICCJ, 
Dr Martin Stohr, in which he indic:ated the Russian Orthodox 
Churches' s readiness _to engage in Christian-Jewish dialogue ta 
commence at the end of 1991. 

The Archbishop confirmed this readiness and proposed that the 
first meeting be under Pan-orthodox auspices and said that Arch­
bishop Darnaskinos, the Director of the Orthodox Centre of the 
EcLtmenical Patriarchate at Chambesy, near Geneva was ready to 
cooperate in s etting up such a meeting which would deal with 
theological discussion between participants of various Orthodox 
Church~s and Jewish theologi~ns. This meeting could subsequently 
be followed by bilateral meetings with individual Orthodox Chur­
ches . 

There was agreement that tho meeting · would be jointly called by 
the Orthodox Centre in Chambesy and the ICCJ, emphasizing that 
this was a meeting between Orthodox Christians and Jews and it 
was understood that some Christians from other denominations. well 
acquainted with Christian Orthodoxy. could be invited as guests 
(such as Father Oliver McTernan of the Pax Christi International), 
Among the names mentioned of possible Jewish participants were 
Michail Chlenov (pr.esident of "Vaad", the umbrella of organisations ,,., 
of Jewish cornmunities in the Soviet Union}, Rabbi Arthur Schnefer 
and Rabbi Adin Steinzalz. Archbishop Kyrill proposed either Novem­
ber or early December 1991 as a date for this first meeting with 
Geneva or Crete being the_ venue. It was agreed that I would 
contact as soon as possible Archbishop Damaskinos to work out 
further details. 

Other matters 

During a regional meeting of European participants in which the 
consequences of the recent political changes for the relations be­
tween the European churches were discussed I was able to address 
the questions of rising antisemitism in Europe and the dangers 
inherent in a nostalgia for a Christian Europe of past centuries 
and to draw attention to the mu ltireligious character of a future 
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Europe and to the necessity of intF:;.·religious dialogue in this 
context. In this connection I expressed concern about the "Decade 
of Evangelism" launched in the United Kingdom. 

I accompanied Sir Sigmund and Lady Hazel Sternberg to a luncheon 
with the Nuntius of the Vatican in Canberra and on a visit to the 
German ambassador in that city. Further I attended receptions for 

l Assembly participants given by the German Ambassador and by the 

\ 
.. Dutch Ambassador. Sir Sigmund and Lady Hazel Sternberg and I 

further had an appointment with WCC General Secretary Dr Emilio 
\ Castro. to discuss with him matters regarding the Jewish people 
· and Israel. We pointed out that the wee is perceived by many as 

being anti-Jewish and anti-Israel and that it might be in the 
in~erest of the wee to counter this perception by making appro- . 
pri ate statements concP.rning the Jews and Israel. While we appre­
ciated his recent statement against antisemitism, we expressed the 
opinion that the Assembly should also make such a statement. 
This. however, did not happen. 

Conclusion 

My general impression is that the WCC has come rather weakened 
out of this Assembly. The ~isproportionate attention for the Gulf 
war made it impossible to deal properly with many pressing 
issues. This caused a great deal of frustration among the delega­
tes. For example the great tentions between the Orthodox Churches 
and the Churches of the Third World could not be discussed. 

A lot of tirne was wasted by wrangling on the composition of the 
Central Committee and on the election of . the presidents of the WCC. 
This left the impression that this Assembly lacked a sense of orien­
tation and purpose, but was bogged down by bigger and smaller 
fights. 

(

. In connection with the work of the lCCJ, I have come to the conclu­
sion that there lies an enormous task before us to convince the 
Churches of the world of the necessity to deal seriously with the 

J relationship between the Church and the Jewish people and with 

I 
the fundamental questions that lhis relationship poses to the Chur­
ches. It seems that not only in the Middle East , Africa and Asia 

;! but also in Australia, Europe and Ameri,ca, on the one hand 
.. I long-standing anti-Judaic supcrsessionist church traditions, and on 
,,. the other hand hostility. indifference and irritation towards the 
': State of Israel are the main obstacles for a new and positive rela-

tionship towards the Jewish people within the structure of the 
World Council of Churches. 

In this regard participation in this Assembly was not an encoura­
ging experience. 
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Appendix 

. -._ ..:.,..:.. . --· 

Visits to the Councils of Christians and Jews in Sydney 
and Melbourne 

I used the occasion of my participation in the wee Assembly to 
visit the Councils of Christians and Jews in Sydney before the 
Assembly and in Melbourne after it. In both cities I enjoyed the 
hospitality of the Sisters of Zion • . In Sydney I had a meeting with 
the board of the Council in the Synagogue of Sydney. The Council 
seeks association with the CCJ in Melbourne in orcter to form an 
Australian Council of Christians and Jews. One of the leading 
members of the Council, Sr Lenore Sharry. accompanied rne to the 
University of Sydney where I met Dr Rachael Kohn who is teaching 
Judaic Studies at the Department c·f Religious and Semitic Studies. 
She told me that it is an up-hill struggle to get sufficient atten­
tion at the university for Jewish culture and history. which is 
often considered as "Zion ism". She has, however, had success with 
a course on the holocaust for which a kit with materials was pre­
pared. I also visited the Sister of Zion, Sr Marian Dacy, who . 
works at the university library to set up an archive on Australian 
Jewry. Two other members of the Board of the CCJ cf Sydney, Sr 
Verna Holyhead of the congregation of the Lord Samaritan and fr. 
Richard Dixon , head of the department of religious education of 
the public school F-ystem of ~ew South Wales, showed me around in 
Sydney and informed me about further aspects of 1 if e in Sydney. 
Another member of .the CCJ, Rev. Bern Steven, drove me in hi::; car 
from Sydney to Canberra where he also attended the Assembly. 

After the Assembly, Rev. Johannes Achilles, a pastor of the German 
Protestant Church in Melbourne, drove me from Canberra to Mel­
bourne, on 21 February . He ~s an ·active member of the CCJ in 
Melbourne, his wUe is prepari ng a MA thesis on recent theological 
developments in Christian-Jewish relations in Germany. I gave a 
public lecture for the CCJ of Victoria in the Orthodox Synagogue of 
Melbourne about the international aspects of our work, especially 
in the wake of the changes that had taken place in Europe, t·or 
an audience of 120 persons. Prior to this public lecture I had a 
meeting with the Board of the Council giving my impressions of the 
A:ssembly. In Melbourne Sr Shirley Sedawie and Sr Mary Lotton told 
me about the work of the CCJ in Victoria. I visited Rabbi 
Lut>ovski. the Chairman of the CCJ at this home. He is very 
interested in the historical and . theological aspects of the Christi­
an-Jewish relationship and said that he would be available ror a 
lecture tour about these subjects in countries where the ICCJ has 
member organisations. The CCJ in Melbourne is a vibrant orga­
nisation and is making plans to broaden their impact by concentra­
ting on · a fair presenta~ion of Jews and ·Judaism in education. They 
have recently started an excellent periodical, "Gesher". 



The Executive Committee of the International Council of Christians 

and Jews, an organisation representing 23 national member organi­

sations committed to the promotion of~ understanding and coopera­

tions between Jews, Christians and Muslims, meeting on 18/19 

March 1991 at the Martin Buber House in Heppenlleirn , Germany , 

having taken note · of the official statements issued by the 7th 

Assembly of the World Council of Churches held from 7 to 20 

February 1991 in Canberra. Australia , and in particular the 

Statement on the Gulf War, the Middle East and the Threat to 

World Peace, and having listened to the reports of l.ts members 

who attended the Assembly, expresses its deep concern about t h P. 

ignorance and indifference demonstrated towards the Jewish people 

by the Assembly. 

The Executive Committee deplores the fact 

1. that the Assembly refusec'i to deal with the _ danger to which 

the Jewish people is exposed on account of the resurgent evil 

of antisemitism · which has taken on disturbing djmensions in 

many parts of the world 

2. that while the Assembly rightly paid ample attention to the 

plight of the Palestinian people it betrayed indifference to 

the well-being of the State of Israel confronted with hatred 

and threats of annihilation. 

3. that the Assemqly throughout its declarations on theological 

and ethical issues displayed a . serious lack of awareness of 

the unique relationship that binds the Church to the Jewish 

people. While many member churches of the World Council of 

Chur_ches as wall as the Roman Catholic Church have in 

recent decades made considerable progress towards ~ new 

Christian relationship to the Jewish people , the World Council 

of Churches lags far behind thesa new developments. 

The Executive Committee of the International Council of ChTisUans . 

and Jews {ICCJ) calls upon the · newly elected Central Committee of 

the wee to take initiative and leadership in recognizing the 

rootedness of the Church in God's eternally valid Covenant with 

the Jewish people, and on this basis undcrstanq its unique 

relationship to this people. 



Such recognition would lead the Churches to afCirm their solidarity 

with the Jewish people in its struggle to follow its vocation and 

destiny as a people without jeopardizing in any way the 

Church's solidarity with and concern for other peoples. 

Such recognition would also have beneficial consequences for all 

programmes and activit ies of the World Council of Churches in 

particular for its dealing with the issues of justice, peace and the 

int~grity o! creation which involve theological principles and 

ethical values central to the biblical tradit ion common to Judaism 

and Christianity. 

The In tern ational Council of Christians and Jews calls upon the 

World Council of Churches and its member churches to engage on 

local, national and international levels in a process of reflection 

anQ. clarification on the Church's unique relationship to the Jewish 

people with its manifold theological and practical const::quences. 

The ICCJ is ready. to cooperate in this endeavour in blery way 

possible. 



/ Ca nberra Statement 

STU~ OH Tlm GULP WA.R, 
Tim laDDLE BAST AND Tim ra:R.BA% TO WORLD I'V..C:Z 

I . PR.E.AMBU 

l. As ~e gather in the Sev~oth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
(Canberra, February 1991), a war of terrible proportions ls bein9 vaged in the 
Gulf. Kuvait vas already ravaged by Iraqi invading forces. •ov, both Kuwait 
and Iraq are beinq destroyed by bombardment of unprecedented intensity. Hour by 
hour this var claims a mountinq toll o! victims on all sides, combatants and 
non-combatants alike, our ovu sisters and brothers. As ve met, nevs vas received 
of tho horrible bombing of a shelter in Baghdad killin9 hwidreds of people vho 
s ought refuge thore, many of them children and womeu. ~~ this very moment , 
preparations are being made for a ground battle which is certain to cause 
gre ater des truction and loss of life. It is a var of ominous dimensions which 
threatens tho destruction of the land and the people it soeks to liberate. Day 
by day the war ucalate.s, drawing ~n more and more nations of the Gulf, the 
Middle East, and other parts of the world. It squanders the resources of rich 
and poor countries alike, and no end is in sight • 

. ,, 2. Intensive efforts were made arou~d the world to prevent this war and avoid 
1 ~ its escala tion. Urgent appeals were made by leaders of nations no t to abandon 

non-violent ef forta to cause Ira~ to vithdrav unconditionally from Kuwait and 
r e solve its differences with its nei9hbour through ne~oclatioDs. The churches 
pleaded vith the leaders of their ~ations ~ot to ag9ravate further the l ong­
standing conflict i~ the Middle East which time and again has brought war and 
violence to the region; created a climate of !ear and mistrust between Israel 
and the Arab nations1 led to the aufferin9 of Jews, Christians and Muslims alike, 
and to the con tinuing occupation of Palestinian terri.tories ud parts of Lebanon 
and to the invasion and parcial occupation of Cyprus; inflicted sufferi ng upon 
the Palestinian people who have been deprived of their rights to self-determina­
tion, statehood and national di9nity, and exacerbated conflicts ~ithin the 
countries of the r~lon, delayin9 justice for national minorities like the 
Kurdish people. 

(_~: 

3. War promises no lastlnq solution for the festering wounds of the Middle East, 
~o just, peaceful &Dd durable re~lonal or world order, but rather continued 
insecurity, pain ac4 conflict. 

4. It is never too soon ~or too late to seek peace and a couiprehensive settle­
ment. So once again, toqether, our hearts cry out to the leaders of the nations, 
especially to those of the coalition forces led by the United States of ).merica 
and of Iraq: Cease the bombing! Still the missiles! Stop the fi9htin9! 
Restrain your a rmies! Negotiate! Trust in the promise of peece! 

Peacemaking, the belieyers• call£ng 

5. He confess that many of us and our churches have for too lonq been confused, 
timid ond unfaithf~l in the face of the daunting complexity of the docedes-loa9 
problems confronting the Middle East. We have failed to disassociate ourselves 
from the institutions of militarism which viev var either as a solution to ~wnaa 
conflicts or as a necessary evil, or to avoid complicity vith the powers who . 
trust more in armed might than in the rule of law or the ability of the human 
spirit to achieve justice by peaeef~l meiU!S· 

6. Ourinq this Assembly we have sou9ht to open our hearts and minds to one 
another and to the Roly Spirit, and ve have renewed our resolve to be peace­
makers, conscious of the cost of being disciples of the Prince of Peace. 
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7. The participaDtS in the WCC World Convocation on Justice Pebce end the 
Integrity of Croatian (Seoul. 1990) declaredt "We vill resist doctrines and 
systems of security based on the use of, and o•terrence by, all veapons of mass 
destruction. and iailitary interventions and occupations." It is imperative that 
the churches hear and respond nov to this challenge. 

8. The First Assel\bly of the World Council of Churches (Amsterdam, 1948) was 
delayed by a looming world var, and every subse~uent Assembly has been co~fron­
ted vith the prospect or reality of var. Yet, consistently and persistently, the 
World Council of Churches has souqht lasting peace through e!forts to eliminate 
injustices which qive rise to war, to create and stren9then institutions capable 
of safeguarding international peace and security, and in the eveQt of var, to 
aid the victims. 

9. The peace we seek, as the Vancouver Assembly (1983) reminded the churches, 
"is not just the absence of war. Peace' requires e. new international order based 
on justice ·for and vit~io all the nations, and respect for the Cod-given h~~anity 
and di9nity of every person. Peace ls, as the Prophet Isaiah has taught us, the 
effect of righteousness ... 

. .. 10. We trust in t.be ltnovled9'e that the world belongs to Cod, ilOt to the powers 
of this world, and ve take courage and hope from God's promiae of peace, 
r19ht.eousness and justice which was embodied in Jesus Christ and made present 
among us throuqh the work of the Holy Spirit. With Cod's help, peace is possible 
even now. 

Ihe Churches' ady09acy for a 1ust peace In the Gulf and the Middle East 

11. The World Council of Churches has repeatedly advocated respect tor inter­
national lav and a peaceful resolution o! this conflict. It hast 

a. strongly opposed Iraq's invasion and annexation of ~uvait; 

b. welcomed the Security Council's demand that Iraq vitbdrav immediately 
and uoeo~ditionally from Xuvait. and its eppeal to Ira~ and Kuwait to 
initiate intensive nesotiations for the resolutio~ of their differences; 

c. supported the ~pplicatioD of strict s~nctions b~nin9 all commercial 
\... dealings an4 trade vith Iraq, with the exceptioc of medical supplies and 

foodstuffs in hwnanitarian circumstances; 

cl • . called upoD the Security Council to enforce vith equal vigour its earlier 
resolutions on the territorial inte9rit1 o( Lebanon, the division a=d 
occupation of Cyprus, I5rael's withdrawal from the territories it occupied 
in 1967, and the right of every State in the area, including Israel, to 
live in peace within secure and recognl%e0 boundaries free from threats or 
acts of force' 

e. appealed for the withdrawal of all foreign ·forces from the region and the 
e¥ploration of all avenuos for negotiations to defuse the crisis and 
obtain a peaceful aettlement1 

f. declared as morally unacceptable the holding of foreiqil ~ationals in Iraq 
1u1cl Kuwait, appealed to the Ir&!ii qovermnent to facilita,te the departure 
of all foreign nationals desiring to do ,o, an~ appealed for atrict 
application of iaternational norms for the protection ot refugees; 

~2. AroWld the world, member churches and regional ecume~ical bodies took the 
lead in pressing for peace along these s&me lines: 
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a. The Middle East Council o! Churches (MECC) sought a regional solution to 
the conflict, at the same time e~pressinq hope for a comprehensive, just 
resolution for oll the conflicts and occupations in the ' region in order to 
brioq harmony and peace omon9 Muslims, Christians acd JevS · in the re9ion. 
It contributed significantly to assisting the refugees and other victim~ 
of the conflict. ~ 

b. The National Cougcil of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. appealed 
repeatedly to the U.S. Administration and Congress not to abandon sanctions 
as a means to obtain an end to the occupation of luwait, warnin9 aqainst 
the rapidly escalating military response of the U.S. government to the 
crisis and the apparently open-ended nature of U.S. military involvement 
in the region. A delegation of U.S. church leaders travelled to Iraq and 
other states of the region in an expression o! ecumenical concern and 
solidarity. 

c. The Ca~adian Council of Churches issued similar appeals to its ovu 
9overnsnent 'nd also sent a delegation to the region, meetin9 with leaders 
of churches and of other reliqious faith communities. 

d. The Conference of European Ch~rche~ (CEC) and national council3 of churches 
in Europe warned against acceptance · of the inevitability of war, r~callin9 
the conviction of the European churches, expressod at the Europe~n 
Ec\Ullenical As$embly (Basel, 1989) that var is against the vill of God and 
that everything should be done to further peaceful resolution of conflicts. 

e. The Latin America Council of Churches (CL~I) urqed ~he U.N. to redouble 
efforts for a peaceful solution, and churches in Asia, Africa, the 
Caribbean and the Pacific drew attention to the 9rave e!!ects of the 
crisis on their nations aQd cautioned 9overmnenes ag~inst military er 
economic support for efforts to achieve a military solution. 

The widening effects of the conflict in the Middle East 

13. When Iraq refused to withdraw from Xuwait, massive forces of the coalition 
led by the United States were deployed in the Gulf and three months later began 
bombing both ~uvait and Iraq. Iraq launched missiles on Israel, some of which 
fell in Palestinian areas. this has caused tear and suffering in Israel, vhich 
has no~ retaliated. But it has imposed a blanket curfev iQ the Occupied 
Territories, further vorseninq the already desperate plight ot Palestini~s who 
feel unprotected, aba.ndooed by the world convnunity aod fear for their future. 
and hei9hteninq tensions in the vhol• re9!0A. 

14. Lebanon's hard-won, fragile peace was disrupted as ~issiles were launched oo 
Israel from its territory. Israel retaliated vith a renewal of heavy pU11itive 
bombing raids on Lebanese towns and villages. This has placed further obstacles 
in the ,.,ay of the Lebanese Government and Army in t.heir efforts to establish 
their authority over this strife-torD land. 

15. Smouldering fires of tension throughout the region bave been fanned as 
countries from the northern limits of the Middle East to the Bora of Africa. 
~urkey, Ira.n, Jordan, Su~sn and others have been drawn 1nto the sphere ot 
confrontation. Indeed, the vhole of the reqion, . includinq Iraq, is armed vith 
hu9e arsenals Of the ~Ost modern weaponry, much Of it provided by the 9overn­
ments •ud industries of countries participating in the coalition forces. The · 
whole of the Middle East ls a povder-keq which could ezplode in a moment. And 
~1th the presence of chemical, biolo9ical and nuclear weaponry in and around the 
region a confla9ration could rapidly escape the confines o~ . the Gulf. 

16. All wars have serious side effects, ~ut the oil spilla9e which has already 
occurred in the Gulf, . ~d the est~mated consequences for the 9lobal warmi:9 of 



• the earth's at.ITlosphere should the oil wells of ~uwolt, Iraq and Saudi Arahia be 
set ablaze, .shO"W that the potential o! this ~ar !or widespread, even global 
ecological destruction i~ exceptional. 

.. 
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Ihe global implicatiops ot the var 

17. Xn fact, the ~ar olready has global impact. Among its chief 9ictims have 
been the poor cations of the world, many of whom are already beset by internal 
conflicts ~d massive !oreiqn debt. 

18. Their peoples were among the first to sutfer. Workers in the Middle East from 
countries like Sri Lanka, Ban9la~esh, the Philippine~. Iudia and ~orea vere 
either trapped ·in var sones or forced to flee under excruciatinq circwnstacces . 
The war bas added to the drain on these nations' economies, so~e of vhich 
depended heavily on remittances - from their nationals employed in the reqion -
whicb have now been cut off. 

19. The Yar bas dealt a massive economic blov to much of the developing vorld, 
eliminatin9 ~ajor ~arkets for primary ezports, causinq prices for fuels and 
petroleum products ai:icl for basic: foodstuffs like rice and grain t.o skyrocket-• 
and makinq the cost of other essential imports prohibitive for the poor. 

20. ~he var has led to new acts and threats of terrorism in several parts of the 
world. 

21 . The var has fanned the flames of religious, ethnic and re~ional conflicts le 
many countries, especially in Asia, seriously destabilizin9 some and 9ivinq rise 
to violent conflicts in others. 

22. The preoccupation of the qlobal mass media, 9overntnents, and international 
institutions vith tbe var in the Gulf has distracted attentioo from efforts to 
resolve other armed coiiflicts raging arou:id the world and from ether massive 
human trage<iies. It is es'timated, tor ezample, that some 20 rnilliozi people are 
on the brin~ of starvation and death in the Afric~ countries of Sudan, Ethiopia, 
Somalia, ~gola, Mozasnbique and Liberia. At this time of var, much of the vorld 
has turned a deaf ear to their cries for help. 

The united Nations, the Gulf War, ond the "New World Order•• 

23. The World Council of Churches promoted the formation. of the t111ited Natlon.s 
and through representatives of the member churches lt was preseut when the 
Charter wa3 adopted. Since the Amsterdam Assembly (1948) it has supported the 
U.N. and, especially through ita Commission of the Churches on Internatipnal 
Affairs, a leading non-<Jovermnental or9anization in consultative status with the 
tconomic and Social Coo.ncil1 the wee bas contributed to the success of the U.N. 
and its related asencies. 

24. The achievements of the United Nations over the years have been notable in 
many fields. Even during the past decade 9f the greatest neglect by the major 
powers, it continued to lay the ·groundwork for a role i~ the peaceful resolutlo~ 
of international eonflicts. Much of this work c.ame to fruitloD after 1985 vbeu 
the U.N. was instrwnental i~ negotiating an end to the Iran/Ira~ var, the war in 
Afghanistan, and a settlement of the lonq-standin~ dispute over Bamlbia and 
9uiCling it to independence1 brought closer the encl of apartheid 1D South Africa 
through the applicatioA of comprehensive sanctions; ond played a new, ~ore 
enerqetic role in proinoting the 'ettlement of regional con~llcts in Central 
"11\erica and elsewhere. 

25. The vords of the l~te Bishop Bell at the First ~&sembly (Alllsterdam1 1948) 
remain pertinent, however. "International la..,.•• he said, "clearly requires 
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ioternatiooal institutions for its effecti~eness. These institutions, if they 
are to command respect ~d obedience of nations, must come to 9rips with inter· 
national probloms on their own merits and not primarily lo t.he liqht of natloaal 
interests ••• The United Nations .was desiqned to promote friendly relations among 
the nations. Its purposes in these respects ~~ser~e the support of Chrlstlans. 
But unless the nations surrender a 9reater mea-S-ure of national sovereiqnty in 
the interest of the corrvnon 9ood, they will be tempted to have recourse to var in 
order to enforce their claims." 

26. The churches and the general public in most parts of the world supported the 
initial actions of the U.N. Security Council in cocdemninq the invasion of ~uvait 
and the application of sanctions to enforce its call for Iraq's withdrawal from 
this occupied country. They ~ould very much have preferred that the United 
Nations itself had taken all decisions and the limited actions necessary to end 
the aggression. Unfortunately member nations have not yet e~powered the U.N. 
!or such a role. 

27. By adopting Security Council resolution 678, which authorized "member states 
••• to use all necessary means to implement previous resolutions," t~e U.N. 
placed itself in danger of being blatned tor being "U-Cduly dependent upon a power­
ful nation or group of nations and for. appearing to authorize · a lar9e-s.cale var 
which is not in the interests of an international order of peace based on law. 

28. The question of hov major ioteroatio~al decisions are made has become one of 
pressing urgency in the world today. The lessons learned from the way this first 
major world crisis in the post-Cold War era has been handled by the international 
community demand a critical ezarnination of the emer9inq nev world order. No one 
government . or 9roup of qovernments should either take or be allowed co take 
primary responsibility for the resolution of major conflicts beyond their own 
borders. 

29. For the Security Council or the Secretary-General. in the ezercise of his 
9ood offices, to be for some reason unable to act indepe~dently and in the true 
spirit of the U.N. Charter would be unacceptable. The community of nations 
cannot afford such a weakeninq of the U.N. system. For the sake of vorld peace, 
for the sake of the rule of lav, for the sake of the authority of the United 
Nations, its position as quarantor of e comprehensive internationai peace order 
must be strengthened. 

(.;.. 30. It is imperative, for the sake of vorld peace, tbe rule of lav, an~ the 
creoibility of the United Nations, that the parties to the Gulf war cease 
immediately the hostilities and invest their efforts iD the pursuit of a 
negotiated peace. 

31. For the sake of all peoples it is time to build a new world order of justice, 
the foundation stone of peace: 

a. a world economic order which ends the domination and exploitation of the 
poor by the rich; 

b. information and communication systems which - as tho World Convocation on 
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) (Seoul, 1990), aa14 -
offer all peoples truth in place o! distortion, an4 media disposed to peace 
rather thaD violence1 and which redress the · co~centratioc ot control over 
global communication$ media in the hands of · a few powerful nations and 
corporations; 

c. an environmental order ~hich respects the integrity of God's creatioQ and 
controls the industrialized nations• insatiable thirst· for oil - a major 
source of global conflict, as this war shows, and of videspread 6ama9e to 
the environment - and lead them to adopt nev energy policies which promote 
conservation. 
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The Im2act of Rpcism opd Intolfranca 

32. The war in t.he G~lf reveals the traqic impact of racism on both the inter­
national and domoatic policle! of nations from which indigenous peoples are 
often the first to. suffer. - ·or 

· 33. Internationally, there is a shoc~ing rise in discrimination a9ai~st persons 
of Arab nationality, back9round or appearance. ln the name of "natioiial security" 
and .. prevention of terrorism," inany are subjected to systematic humiliation, 
harassment, preventive detention, and open threat of physical barm by both ~tate 
authorities and private 9roups in many nation~ around the vorld. 

34. >.nti-Muslim intolerance is on the increose in many Western countries, fed by 
the portrayal of Islam as an inherently menacinq reli9ion. As a result, ~any 
Muslims feel humiliated an~ augry, and the future of Christian-Muslim relations 
- so crucial t ·o peace and harmony in macy parts of the worl.d - risks being' I 
9rovely affected. At a time vhen there are macifestations of antl-semitism in & 
nWTl.ber of countries, many Je~s feel 9reat an9uish. 

35. A disproportion~te burden is beinq imposed on racial llld ethnic minorities 
in this war . Accordinq to United St~tes Departmont of Defeose estimates, for 
ex8mple, 2S' of U.S. troops deployed in tbe Gulf (and 29' of ground forces acd 
55' of women ln uniform) are Black. Yet African->.inericans comprise only sliqhtly 
more than 11' of the civiliaJ:> population over the age of 16. Corresponding 
figures for other racial or ethnic minority group' are not readily available, 
but it is safe to asswne that Native ).rnericans and persons of Hispanic background 
are similarly over-represented in the ti9btin9 forces. Concern rises for a 
generation of Black, Hispanic and Native .American youth endangered by intense, 
endemic poverty, inadequate health care, the ever-risinq incidence of AIDS, and 
the impact of druqs and drug-related crime. Now, maoy of those vho joined the 
military in search of educatioA, stal:>le employment and a vay out of these 
dangers, are at peril in the Gulf. 

Ihe situation and role of women 

36. This particular conflict and the lon9-standin9 instit~tions ot var and 
~ilit~rism that feed it are created, controlled, an~ perpetuated by men. Some 
vomec may et times support military solutioas to conflicts and, increasinqly, 
"'°men participate as soldier~. In the rare circumstances where vomen loa4 
governments, some of them prolQOte policies leading to war. But most vomen aud 
children are victimized by war aod militariSlll. They become refugees, objects of 
sexual violence by occupation forces, and they are trapped in the midst of 
violence. Women •~d childre~ are also the majority of those who a~e deprived of 
b~sic necessities when resources from institutions that eJ:lhance life are di~erted 
to tho~e that destroy it. In contrast to this victimization by forces in vhich 
they have little meaningful participation, women are often at the heart of move­
ments for peace vith justice and other activities that ptomote creative noA­
violeot resolution of conflict. And women have taken the lead in ut9in9 that 
adversaries be recoguized as full hwnan beings rathero thaA being made objects 
in enemy images. 

The Impact on Youth 

37. Modern warfare takes a partic~larly terrible toll on 7outh and children. 
There are indications that the chief victims. both ol the occupation of IDvait and 
of the bombinq of Iraq in retaliation are many lnfauts and children. ·Yotmg people 
make up the bulk of the armed forces exposed to battle. The .youth of this 
Assembly have ezpressed concerD that young men and vcmen from m~ny countries ate 
called to fight in the Middle East in a var ~ot of their making, and that you.n9 
people are among the first to suffer from the economic deprivatioc and strife it 
is causing, 
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II. APPBALS AND AFl'Ii.MAXIONS 

38. Out of deep human concern for all theso who are victimized by the var in the 
Gulfi the poor, the racially oppressed, vomen; 7youth, civilian victims, and those 
vho out of loyalty or duo to circumstance are engaged ia conflict as members of 
the armed forces; out ot our concern for justice, peace axid the inte9rity of 
creation; aiid as an ezpression of our hope for a truly just, peaceful, aemocratie 
participatory ~orld order and institutions able to 9overn and sustain it, ve at 
the Seventh Assembly of the World Council of Churches (Canberra, February 1991) 
cry outi Stop the war! Pursue the way ot peace! · 

38. To the churches& 

a. We ur90 you to be constant in prayer and pastoral care !or the leaders of 
the nations and particularly for all those on every side caught up in or 
victimized by this tragic var: innocent civilians, those involved in the 
fighting. t~ilies and friends who grieve the separation or loss of their 
loved ones, and those vbo reject military service on 9rounds of conscience. 

b. We appeal especially to the churches in arms exporting and importinq 
countries to press !or invnediate steps to control this trade in deatli and 
destr~ct1Qn. The· more lethal the weapons and the lar9er their number. the 
greater the violence acd destruction of vars and conflicts. This uncon­
trolled trade denies the sanctity of human life and defiles the plane~. 

c. We reiterate the affirmation o! the Sizth As:sembly: "The churches today 
are called to confess anew their faith, and to repent for the tilnes vhen 
Christi~s have remained silent in the face ot injustice or threats to 
peace. l'he biblical vision of peace vith justice for all, o! wholeaess, 
of uulty for all Go~·· people is DOt o~o of several option~ for the 
followers of Christ. It is an imperative in our tlzne." 

40. To the United Natl~ns: 

a. We urge yo~ to reassert your role as peacemaker, peaeexeeper, conciliator 
and negotiator. 

b. We urqe you to act now, decisively, to stop the war and to return to t:.he 
strict application ot non-violent sanctions - without deadl ines - against 
Iraq, whose actions are i~ violation of international law an~ have been 
wiaely condel'l\Jled by the nations. 

c. We ur9e you to reconvene the Security Council on • continuing, emergency 
basis, to map a new course for peaceful negotiation ot tbe dispute between 
Irai and Kuwait and of the other outstanding conflicts in the region. 

d. We u~ge you to ~ove with all due speed to the convening ot the 
International Peace Conference on the Middle East, called for by the 38tb 
U.N. General Assembly (1983), to resolve the question of Palestine, to 
oddress _the legitimate :Dational rl9hts ol .PalestiniaDS to self-4etermina­
tion and au independent state of their ovn, and as a means to implement 
Security Council Resolution 242 (1967) ~hi~h affirms the riqht of every 
Stat• in the area, incl'U4'in9 Israel, "to live 1ia peace within secure an.d 
recognized boundaries free from threots or acts of force." Meanwhile, va 
call for international protection for the Palestinian people under 
occupation until such an International Peace Conference bas dona its ~or~. 

e. We also call for the initiation of a Conference on Peace. Security and 
Cooperation in the Middle East with the equal participation of all 
interestea states and peoples as a further instrut11ent for the achieve~ent 
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of a just and lastinq settlement in the reqion which will bring about the 
mutual recognition of all states and effi1·;tive guar~tees for their 
security. 

f. We ur9e you to be consistent in your action~ to ensure the compl~ance of 
the nations witll United Nations resolutions. especially those others 
calllnq for an end to .illegal occu~ation ot territory in the re9ion of the 
Middle .East: the Palestinian territories occupied by Israel in 1967, 
Lebanon, and Cyprus. 

41. :re the nat·ions and their leadersr 

a . We commend those nations who have exerted efforts to see~ a negotiated 
solution to thia conflict both before and after the engage-.ent of the war. 
and encour·age you to pursue them nov with even greater vi90ur. 

b. We call urgently and insistently on both Iraq and the coalition forces led 
by the United States to cease fire invnediately anO to work for a · 
ne~otiated solution of the Iraq-Kuwait dispute within the context o! the 

(I United Nations. 

c. We urge all nations involved in the war to respect international norms for 
the protection of non-combatants iA situations of armed. cooflict. 

d. We appeal to the government of Iraq to siqnal its ioteation and offer 
guarantees that it will ·comply with Security Coupcil Resolution 660 by 
withdrawing completely and unconditionally from the territory of Xuvait 
immediately upon the cessation o! hostilities. 

e. We call upon all external powers to withdraw all forces fro~ the Middle 
East - except those required to perform a peace-keeping role under U.N. 
command - as a ~eans to help restore a climate pr-opitious for the pursuit 
of a lasting settlement of the re9ion's conflicts. 

f. We appeal to the GoverJUnent of tsrael to lift the blanket curfew that has 
been imposed ozi the Occupied Territories since the var began. 

42. To peoples of other faiths: 

In the presence of the representatives of other faiths who have been our 
9~ests ·during this Assembly, ~ commit ourselves to refuse to be separated 
from brothers a~d sisters of other raiths es a result of thls ~ar, and to 
r e ject especially a~y effort to divide Christians, Muslims and Jews whose 
faiths ori9in.ated. in the Middle East. and to join ~ith the1t iA prayers and 
common endeavours . for peace in anticipation o! the day when all may live 
together in peace end mutual respect. 

43. Ever mi~dful that God rules with righteousness over all, we pray; 

Come, Holy Spirit. 
transform our lives, 

lift and sustain us lD this day. 
Give wisdom aud faith 

that we may Jcnov 
the great hope to which we ar~ called. 

Come, Holy Spirit, 
reDew the whole creation. 

-· 



Seymour D. Reich 
Chairman 

Dr. Leon Feldman 
Consultant 

AMERICAN SECRETARIAT 

Synagogue Council of America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
Tel: (212) 686-8670 
Fax: (212) 686-8673 

EUROPEAN SECRETARIAT 

World Jewish Congress· 
l Rud de Varembe 
1211 Geneve 20, Switzerland 
Tel: (41) 22-734-13-25 
Fax: (41) 22·73·33-985 

CONS111VENI" AGENCIES 

American JeWish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (212) 751-4000 
Fax: (212) 751-4018 

B'nai B'rith/ 
Anti Defamation League 

823 U.N. Plaza 
New York, NY 10017 
Tel: (212) 490.2525 
Fax: (212) .867-0779 

The Israel Interfaith Assoc. 
P.O.B. 7739 
Jerusalem 91.077, Israel 
Tel: (972) 2-63-52·12 

Synagogue Council of America 
327 Lexington Avenue 
New York, NY 10016 
Tel: (212) 686-8670 
Fax: (212) 686-8673 

World Jewish Congress 
501 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10022 
Tel: (212) 755-5770 
Fax: (212) 755-5883 

INTERNATIONAL JEWISH COMMfITEE 
ON INTERREllGIOUS. CONSULTATIONS 

March 21 , 1991 

Dear Colleague and Friend: 

Attached we are sending you copy of the WCC Report from 

the recent Assembly hel d in Camberra, Australia, as 

prepared by Dr. J.Schoneveld of the ICCJ. 

Please xead it carefully as it will be an agenda iten 

at our next meeting. 

With all good wishes for Cha g Sameach u-Moadim leSimchah, 

Sincerely, 

Leon A. Feldman 
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Rabbi Marc H. TANENBAUM 
Suite 18F 
45 East 89th Steet 
NEW YORK, NY 10128 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum, 

I am in receipt of the kind letter of February 27th and thank 
you for the . sentiments of trust and esteem you so graciously expressed 
therein . I too am most thankful for having been able to cooperate with 
you during our meetings last year. Getting to know personally those 
from the Jewish commuinity who for so many years have been directly 
responsible for the dialogue with the Catholic Church , was a 
gratifying and encouraging experience for me and I look forward to 
d~epening and str~ngth~ning .this relations~ip . . 

As to your fears regarding a possible beatification of Queen 
Isabella of Spain, I can assure you that the concerns manifested to us 
in various ways · ~ave received serious consideration and I expect that 
the process wifi .. not be continued. Your article, as well as the one by 
Rabbi Marc D. Angal in The Jewish Week of February 22nd , were v~ry 
interest ing and useful. 

Please accept my cordial good wishes for the <::elebration of 
Pesah and believe me 

Yours sincerely, 

Jc . 
Archbish~. 
Presic.ient 

1-00120 Cite du Vatican - Tel. 698.4386/698.3071 

Cassidy 



March 25, 1991 

Dear. Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

CARDINAL'S OFFICE 

1011 F IRST A VENUE 

NEW Y ORK. NY 10022 

. 'Ibis year. b.7.h cur q::r.mn1..i.ties w.i.11 be oOn­
cur'rently .celebratin3" ·our own un:i.qUe feasts of 
redemption. ·We both celebrate the renewed ·optimism 
of rebirth ani hqle. We.both have in different 
ways seen God's redemptive power arrl trust in His 
covenantal relationship. '1he celebratj.on of Pesah 
arrl Easter is not retellin;J an event tut actually 
bein:.J part of the EVent. · 

My ·prayers are with you arrl ~family as you 
celebrate Pesah. May our Creator arrl Lil:>eratar 
continue to be our sairoe of hope till the final 
redemption. 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum 
45, East 89 street 
Apt . · 1sF 
New York, NY 10128 

··:-



Fl\X COVEi{ SllEET 

Hl\ltC II. TJ\NEN 01\UH 
Consultant 

lnlernationa1/Interreliyious Relations 

45 East 89th Street 
New York, NY 10128 

212-831-2952 FJ\X: 212-876-8351 

TOTl\L NVMBER OF Pl\GES 
INCLUDING COVER SllEET-

HESSl\GE AREi\ 

·IF TllIS BOX IS CllECKEU, PLEl\SE Fl\X BACK TO CONFIRM RECEIPT 
\\OF TllIS F/\X. 

RESPONSE /\REI\ 

T II E I\ !l 0 V E F I\ X. WI\ S RE C E I V E 0 G I\ R BL E 0 • P L EA S E RE S E N 0 F A X • 
\\ 

.~ . 



c/.hUt.>1741~,._ 
crJ,ma,u,~k, ,9,...,d,(/,.1kJ,..,. ~ 

,.;., cACd.aM- c£,,d ad~ 

Dear Rabbi Tanenbaum: 

.:' 

March 27, 1991 

I pray that the 30th of this month, when you 
celebrate your Holy Feast of Passover , will be a 
day blessed by God with joy and rededication to the 
noble cause of freedom and justice which your people 
have upheld throughout their long history . · 

Prayerfully, 

Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum i 
Director of International Affairs 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, New York 



AND THE BUSH iUOi11 
WAS NOT 'W'.K 

CONSUM£.D 'T.ll< 

THE JEWISH 
THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 
Of AMERICA 
3080 Broadway 
New York. NY 10027·4649 
(212) 678-8000 

fAX (212) 678·8947 

Office of che 
Chancellor 
(212) 678-8071 

March 29, 1991 . 

Mr. Marc H. Tanenbaum 
Suite 18F 
45 East 89th Street 
New York NY 10128 

Dear Marc: 

My warm thanks for your strong letter in behalf of Heschel. 

I was intrigued by your article on Queen Isabella, which 
illustrates again the extent to which all nistory is 
contemporary history. I'm not sure why you chose to go 
bac~ to the Jewish Encyclopedia rather than to a more recent 
source. Still, the article is a painful and existential example 
of how often our Jewish judgment conflicts with the 
assessment of others, witness Hadrian, Luther, Chielmnicki 
et al. I wonder if your piece had any impact in Rome? 

With warm good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

lsmar Schorsch 

IS/ jlp 



(212) 1ss-sno 

WORLD 
JEWISH 

CONGRESS 

. . . ·-~-:... ··: . ..... 

mericanSection 
SOI MADISON AVENUE • NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 

a....-­
EVELYN SOMMER 

H~ °""""'° 
RABBI JOSEPH KARASICK 

JACOB KATZMAN 
FRIEDA LEWIS 

RABBI ARTHUR SCHNEIER 
JACQUES TORCZYNER 

c..oiaitacw, . Uttrlli"' c-..iA'« 
CHARLOTTE JACOBSON 

MOSHE KAGAN 

v-.... a..m-. Ez,ndi .. eo-.aa.. 
RABBI FABIAN SCHONFELD 

r­
LEON LEVY 

~ 
RABBI MARC SCHNEIER 

EzC<Tllift Mndcn 

RABBI LOUIS BERNSTEIN 
SAM BLOCH 

JACOB DAVIDSON 
RABBI ALFRED GOTTSCHAUC 

HAROLD OSTROFF 

Euali .. ~ 

ELAN STEINBERG 

March 29, 1991 

Dear Friend: 

Under the auspices of IJCIC., we are hosting a luncheon 
·meeting in our offices for His Excellency Moshe Gilboa, Head 
of Church Affairs at the Israeli Foreign Ministry. 

The i:ieet!ng will be held here at 12:30 PM on .Tuesday,. 
Apr±l ? • . · 

Ambassador Gilboa, who i~ responsible for relations· 
with the other religious communities, is, you will recall, 
the former Head of Diaspora Affairs at the Foreign Ministry 
and last year became Israel's first Ambassador to Greece, 
following the establishment of full diplomatic relations 
between the ·two countries. 

Please advise Mrs. Orit Hizme' at (212) 755-5770 of your 
planned attendance. · 

LR..El'.iINDER: The next general meeting of the Section 
to prepare for the Assembly and to hear from Carol Pollard 
will be on April 16 at 2:30 PM.] 

A/~ ... {...,LG---. · . . • · . . . 

Elan Steinberg · 
Executive Director 

ES/ES:oh 

Sincerely yours, 

&J~41.~~ 
Eve1;Zommer 
Chai~~-

, 
' 

Manbu °'K~ o/ tlrr Anu"-t 5"fioa: 

AMERICAN CA111ERING OF JEWISH HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS; AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS; AMERICAN JEWISH LEAGUE l'OR ISRAEL; AMERICAN 
SEPHARDI FEDERATION; AMERICANS FOR PROGRESSIVE ISRAEL;AMITWOMEN; ~TION OFRD'ORM ZIONISTSOF AMERICA; B'HAI DON; CEN11lAL 
CONFERENCE OF AMEJUCAN RABBIS; EMUNAll WOMEN OF AMERICA; FEDERATION OF POUSR JEWS; FEDERATION OF RF.CONSlllUC'llONIST 
CONGRF.CATIONS AND HA VUROT;-llADA.S.ull; RERUF 1.lONISTS.OF AMERICA; RIAS; INIDNA.TIONAL NETWORK OF CHILDREN OF JEW1SR ROLOCAtJSI' 
SllRVIVORS; JEWISH NATIONAL llJND; LABOR ZIONIST ALLIANCE; MER.CAZ; NATIONAL COlJNaL OF YOVNG ISRAEL; NATIONAL nDERATION OFTEMPU: 
SISTERHOODS; NORTH AMERICAN JEWISH snJDENl'S' NETWORK; PIONEER WOMENJNA•AMA.T; ·POAL£ AGUDATII ISRAEL OF AMERICA; RABBINICAL 
ASSEMBLY; RELIGIOUS ZIONISTS OF AMERICA; UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGRF.CA110NS; UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGRF.CATIONS OF 
AMERICA; UNITED SYNAGOCtJE OF. AMERICA; WJID.lJSA; WOMEN'S LEAGVE FOR CONSERVA~JUDAISM; WORKMEN'S CIRa.E; WORLD n:DERATION 
OF HUNGARIAN JEWS. U.S.A. DMSION; ZIONIST ORGANIZATION OF AMERICA . 



University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign 

Department of Sociology 

326 Lincoln Hall 
702 South Wright Street 
Urbana, IL 61801 

College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences 

217 333-1950 

March 31, 1991 

Dear Rabbi Tannenbaum: 

First, let me introduce myself. I am professor of sociology at the University of 
Illinois, and I was, until my emigration from Poland, an associate professor of law at the 
University of Cracow. I left Poland owing to theludenhetze organized, in 1968, by a 
faction within the headquarters of the communist party and political police. I doubt 
whether you still remember me, but we have met, over a decade ago, ·and this wa:s, I 
believe, at a small party in the New York apartment of a good friend of mine, Dr. Yehuda 
Z. Blum, at that time Israel's Ambassador to the U.N. 

The reson for my letter is as follows. You might have heard about Dr. Krzysztof 
Poklewski-Koziett of Warsaw. He is a well regarded legal scholar, brilliant, charming, 
and truly outstanding from both professional and perS<>nal standpoint Besides his 
scholarship, he is well known in Warsaw for his activities against antisemitism. In 
particular, in 1968, he was publicly and forcefully protesting against anti-Jewish brutalities 
of that time, and, subsequently, he lost his job. Again, in response to the 1989 conflict 
about the Auschwitz monastery, he published, in a widely read weekly~ an open letter 
criticizing the stand of cardinals of Cracow and Warsaw, and challenging activities of those 
who, in his words, unclennine "the emerging reconciliation between the two nations". 

Recently, I received a letter from him. He will be in the U.S. early in September, 
following participation at a congress of victimologists in Latin America He asks whether I 
know of anyone involved in Jewish activities in this country who might be interested in 
contact with him. His English is, to my knowledge, excellent I wonder whether you might 
be interested in meeting him in New York. Having received his letter, I spoke with him 
over the phone. I understand from our conversation that, if asked, he would have many 
interesting things to say about the struggle against antisemitism in Poland; and, having 
known him well, I know that he would be glad to do so in the most disinterested manner, 
just to be of help: 

I am writing about this to you, because I strogly believe, that reconciliation between 
the Jews and the Poles -- two nations which have been suffering so much from cruelties of 
the same, deadly enemies -- is not only an important ethical demand, but also a postulate of 
political wisdom. 

Please accept the words of my respect. 

Sincerely yours, 

]~~ 
Jan Gorecki 




