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See Below 

from Ira Silverman~ 
subjecl MEETING TO COORDINATE PLANS FOR NJCRAC PLENARY SESSION 

IS:ls 
enes . 

This is to confirm that we will meet on Thursday , 
January 12, at 2:00 P . M.- to 3:30 P.M. in the 
Proskauer Room, to coordinate our positions and 
plans for participation in the NJCRAC Plenary 
Sessions of January 22-25, 1978. 

In case you did not receive a copy directly . I am 
now enclosing the materials sent out by NJCRAC 
as background for the Plenary. 

* Please note that our meeting will begin at 2:00 P.M. 
instead of 2:30 P.M. 

Sent to: 

Judith Banki 
Morris Fine 
Harry Fleischman 
David Geller 
George Gruen 
Will Katz 
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Samuel Rabinove 
Yehuda Rosenman 
Seymour Samet 
Phyllis Sherman 
Marc Tanenbaum til'" 
Morton Yarman 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum 
American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Marc: 

(212) 564-3450 

August 29~ 1977 

The purpose of this letter is to ask you to undertake a genu­
inely crucial responsibility in connection with the forthcoming 
Plenary Session, which as you know will be held at the Double­
tree Inn in Tucson, Arizona, on January 22- 25, 1978 . 

As you know, each annual Plan attempts primarily to identify and 
app r aise the changes in conditions and trends that have occurred 
during the preceding year in order to project into the year ahead 
the policy, strategy and programmatic accommodations that these 
changes demand. What should be the priorities and goals of the 
Jewish community relations field? What are the opportunities and 
problems that confront us in the coming year, based upon an eval­
uation of the impact of new factors in the subject area under 
consideration? 

You will recall that the process for developing a Joint Program 
Plan, as revised prior to the January 1977 Plenary Session, called 
for the preparation and dissemination to expected participants of 
analytical papers in each of the principal areas of programming . 
The purpose of each such paper is to assess the current situation 
with regard to the deSignated area of Jewish community relations 
concern, and to point up some of the ma1.n ideas and programmatic 
implications, in order to stimulate the thinking of the delegates 
to the Plenum and provide a conceptual framework for their dis ­
cussion, leading to the outlining of propositions around which the 
Joint Program Plan can be developed. 

We would like you to undertake the preparation of such a paper in 
the area of Interreligious Relationships. While you can feel free 
to do whatever you think may actually be required, if you can de­
velop such a paper in no more than 3,000 words, your analysiS ~ll 
probably receive a more thorough reading than it would if it were 
longer. 

cooperation In the common cause of Jewish community relations 
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Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum - 2 - Augus t 29 ~ 1977 

The dates of the Plenum may seem to be distant, but the fact is that we are 
not a bit early in our preparations. In order to process the material thor­
oughly, coordinate the distribution of all the papers, and set them up in a 
form suitable for discussioD~ it is necessary to ask that you supply copy no 
later than December 1 -- and please remember that the holiday period inter­
venes. It would, therefore~ be appreciated if you could start work at your 
earliest convenience . 

The Executive Committee decided that the procedure this year will not call 
for any oral summarizing of the papers at the Plenary Session itself -- this 
is unnecessary. There will~ of course, be a discussion period, which we shall 
attempt to structure around the few main propositions in the analysis and rec­
ommendations that will lead to the most productive discussion, and we would 
want you to be on the platform as a member of the panel to handle questions 
that will arise in the course of the Plenary Session discussion of this area. 

Please let me know if there is anything that is not clear about this request. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 

Cordially yours , 

Gf 
Albert D. Chernin 
Executive Vice Chairman 

ADC : rj 
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55 West 42nd Street, New York, N. Y. 10036 

Rabbi ~~rc H. Tanenbaum 
Ame r ican Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 th Street 
New York ~ N. Y. 10022 

Dear Marc: 

(212) 564-3450 ' 

August 29~ 1977 

The purpose of this l et t e r is to ask you to undertake a genu­
inely crucial responsibility in connect i on with the forthcoming 
Plenary Session~ which as you know will be held at the Double­
tree Inn in Tucson, Arizona , on J anuary 22- 25, 1978 • 

As you know, each annual Plan attempts primarily to identify and 
appraise the changes in conditions and trends that have occurred 
during the p r eceding year in order to project into t he year ahead 
the policy , strategy and progr ammatic accommodations that these 
changes demand. What should be the pr iorities and goals of the 
Jewish communi t y r elations field? What are the opportunities and 
problems that confront us in the coming year, based upon an eval­
uation of the impact of new factor s in the subject area under 
consideration? . 

You will r ecall that the process for developing a Joint Program 
Plan, as r evi sed prior t o the January 1977 Plenary Session, called 
for the preparation and dissemination to expected partici pants of 
analytical papers in each of the principal areas of programming. 
The purpose of each such paper is to assess the current situation 
with regard to the designated area of Jewish communi t y relations 
concern . and to point up some of the main ideas and programmatic 
implications, in order to s timulat e the thinking of t he delegates 
to the Pl enum and provide a conceptual framework for their dis­
cussion, leading to the outlining of pr opositions around which the 
Joint Program Plan can be developed. 

We would l ike you to undertake t he preparation of s uch a paper i n 
the area of Interreligious Relationships. While you can fee l free 
to do whatever you think may actually be required, if you can de­
velop such a paper in no mor e than 3,000 wor ds , you r analysis will 
probabl y receive a more thorough r eading than it would if it we r e 
l onger. 

cooperation In the common cause of Jewish community relations 



Rabbi Mar c H. Tanenbaum - 2 - August 29, 1977 

The dates of the Plenum may seem to be distant, but the fact is that we are 
not a bit early in our prepar a t ions. In order to process the material thor­
oughly, coordinate the distribution of all the paper s, and set them up in a 
form sui t able for discussion , it is necessary to ask that you supply copy no 
later than December 1 -- and please remember that the holiday per iod inter­
venes. It would, therefore , be appreciated if you could start work at your 
earliest convenience. 

The Executive Committee decided that the procedure this year will not call 
for any oral summarizing of the papers a t the Plenary Session itself -- t his 
is unnecessary. Ther e will, of course , be a discussion period , which we shall 
attempt to structure around the few main propositions in t he analysis and r ec­
ommendations that will lead to the most productive discussion, and we would 
want you to be on the platform as a member of the panel to handle questions . 
that will arise in the course of the Plenary Session qiscussion of this area. 

Please let me know if the re is anything that is not clear about this r equest. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 

ADC:rj 

Cordially yours, 

C(j-.'(' 
Albert D. Chernin 
Executive Vice Chairman 




