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March 19, 1978
Rabbil Marc H, Tanenbsasum
Nat.ional Director Interreligious Affalirs
Americen Jewish Committee
New York, New York 10022

Dear Mare,

The feedback on your vigit to Gordon has beemi simply out-
stending, I took 80 of my students to a Bat Mitzvah yesterdsy.
Many of them commented to me how much they deeply apprecisted
your addresses, At our fseulty progressive supper last night
the faculty were overwhelming in their comments about your ad-
dresses, The most freguently repeated comment I have heard was
that you gave our own Evangelical community a sense of history
and contemporary stature that many people seem somehow to have
forgotten, We indeed have our Roger Willlams, Mark Hatfields
and others who have and are making significant contributions.
For a guest spesker, however, yes a rabbl of your position, to
come along eninote gsome of these things really hits home,

The other thing which resglly spoke to us in great depth
was your emphzsis on the "pesl world out there" which is currently
being shaken with violence and dehumanization, Your personal
fresh 1llustrations of thls really made this come to 1life. As
you well khow, we Evangelicals have 80 very much to learn from
the Jewlsh community =bout reaching out in terms of Lev, 19:18,

As I reflect on'things, 4 am truly gorry for the hectic
pace we put you through on Friday. Your wlllingness to personally
sign a1l those books was a blg time eonsummer. (You will be in-
terested to know by Friday ‘afternoon our Gordon Bookstore had
sold out the 250 coples it“had shipped earlier that week), Our
Gordon family really was thankful for that personsl touch cn
your part.

_ Lets continue to keep the dialog going. Desplte some ratier
difficult obstacles that have and wlll yet come up along the way,
I feel our communities are beginning to understand each other,
If Pamels Ilott of CB3 1s still serious about doing a program on
Shevuot sround the theme of our book, it should be a major breszk-
through to get our message and book underscored before the public
eye. I am encouraged by what I have seen so far,

The enclosed check 1s but 2 small token of our hesrt felt

gratitute for your contribution to Gordon and the deepening of
our understanding of both fsith communities, I hope to see you

the evening of March 26,
Ww personal regsards,
arvin R, Wilson

GRAPEVINE ROAD, WENHAM, MASSACHUSETTS O1984 TELEPHONE: (617)227-2300



Wenham, Massachusetts 09184

January 31, 1978

meeting and my superiors are pressing

out of the fact that I have just learamd
a meeting has just been set up between our Internationaledéhlsh
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tee and the Vatican to be held in Madrid April Sth through the

This will be an
end.
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I will call you

If it does not create amy major problems for you, I wonder if you might

shift the date to another mutually convenient time.

before I leave for overseas this wekk and perhaps we can make that

adjustment quickly.

But this is

not create any problems for you.
is in many ways belhond my control.

I really hope this
d t which

Interreligious Affairse

Cordially,
Rabbi Marec H.
National Director

Enclosures
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New York, New York 10022

Dear Marec,

The feedback on your visit to Gordon has been simply out-
stending, I took 80 of my students to a Bat Mitzvah yesterdsy.
Meny of them commented to me how much they deeply aspprecisted
your asffressesg, At our faculty progressive supper last nigut
the faculty were overwhelming in their comments about your ad-
dresses, The most freguently repeated comment I hsve hezrd was
that you g=ave our own ZIvansellcal community a sense of history
end contemporary stesture thet meny people seem somehow to have
forgotten, We indeed have our Roger Willlams, Mark Hstfields
and others who have gnd are making significant contributions,
For a guest spesker, however, yes a rabbl of your position, to
come along eminote gome of these things reslly hits home,

The other thing which really spoke to us in great depth
was your emphssis on the "resl world out there" which 1s currently
being shzken with violence and deaumanization, Your personsal
fresh 1llustrations of this really made this come to 1ife. As
you well know, we Evangeliczls hzve 80 very much to learn from
the Jewlsh community sbout reaching out in terms of Lev, 19:18,

As I reflect on things, I am truly sorry for the hectic
pace we put you threough on Friday. Your wlilllingness to personally
sign 211 those books wzs a blg time consummer, (You will be in-
terested to know by Friday afternoon our Gordon Bookstore had
sold out the 250 copies it had shipped earlier thst week), Our
Gordon famlly reslly was thankful for that personal touch on
your part,

: Lets continue to keep the dialog going. Despite some rather
difficult obstacleg that have and willl yet come up along the way,
I feel our communities are beginning to understand each other,
If Psmele Ilott of CBS 1s still serious sbout dolng a program on
Shevuot zround the theme of our book, it should be s major bresk-
through to get our message and book underscored before the publie
eye. I am encoursged by whst I have seen so far,

The enclosed check 1s but 2 small token of our heart felt
gratitute for your contribution to Gordon and the deepening of

our understanding of both faith communities, I hope to see you
the evening of liarch 26,

ib&h warnm personal regards,
o el
in R, Wilson

GRAPEVINE ROAD. WENHAM. MASSACHUSETTS Ol1984 TELEF’HONE (617)927-2300
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Gordon student impressed by rabbi’s convocation talk

To the Editor:

Ordinarily I don't go to con-
vocation. It is a faull of mine
that I think that I have better
things to do; al least that's
what 1 put down in my ap-
plication for chapel excuse
this term. This past Friday I
happened to be at the gym
when Rabbi Tanenbaum was
speaking. I will be forever
grateful I attended.

Dr, Covey, a man whose opi-
nion I respect for a number of
reasons, said to our class
afterwards that if any of us
were in convocation that we
had indeed been in the
presence of true greatness.
But it is not Dr. Covey's en-
dorsement alone that made
me feel that what he said was
true. As one of many people
who was there, I can truly say
that 1 was sincerely touched
by a man whose voice spoke to
me out of all the millions of
other voices in the world.

I don’t know Marc Tanen-
baum and I may never know
him, much less meet him; but
his wisdom is God's wisdom

and that wisdom comes to me

at a time when I am making a
personal commitment once
again to the faith that has sus-
tained me in times of doubt
and despair. God's voice,
speaking of love and com-
munity and sharing and
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understanding and support,
came through loud and clear.

The message also comes to
this campus at a time when
both the Jewish and Christian
religions are in the process of
celebrating the highest
festivals of their particular
faiths. It also comes at a time,
as Rabbi Tanenbaum said,
when Jews and Evangelical
Christians are really beginn-
ing to share and discuss the in-
tricacies of their faiths with
each other.

Tanenbaum, in conjunction
with Dr. Marvin Wilson and
Rabbi A. James Rudin, writes
in Evangelicals and Jews in
Conversation that ‘“‘evangel-
icals and Jews joined in con-
versation not as a matter of
social tolerance, nor nice
manners, nor to conform fo
the custom of the American
way of life. Rather, their
deepest spiritual and moral
commitments in the face of a
confused and needy world
made their meeting, their liv-
ing in harmony, the highest
necessity.”

Yet Tanenbaum is not con-
cerned with Jews and
evangelicals alone. He
deplores the violence in Asia,
especially in Cambodia where
2-3 million lives have been
destroyed. He deplores the
violence in the Middle East

among Muslims and Chris-
tians and among Arab and
Jew and Palestinian. He
deplores the violence in Africa
between the Somalis and the
Ethiopians. He is concerned
that we and the world will
forget. He believes that a
world who forgels the Arme-
nians will also forget the Cam-
bodians and the Somalis and
the Palestinians and the Jews.

Tanenbaum is very specific
about the need for Jews and
Christians to work and live
together. He believes that
Christians and Jews must help
form a ‘‘national and inter-

national attitude of scorn and

contempt for those who use
violence or who advocate the
use of violence." He says that
Jews and Christians must
work together to stop the
release of inflammatory pro-
paganda. Jews and Christians
must develop better education
and communication among all
peoples to begin to reduce the
effects of differences. Jews
and Christians must “‘engage
in a massive effort to establish
on a global basis a ‘new
humanism’ that seeks to
restore the biblical value of
the infinite worth and
preciousness of each human
life.”

These are high orders and
no teacher can tell me that it
can be done in a few years or a
few decades, but Rabbi
Tanenbaum has convinced me
that it must be started, lest we
do indeed forget, In all humili-
ty, Rabbi Tanenbaum remind-
ed us that the Jews are an
elect nation holy to God. Our
common bond with them will
be remembered by God if we
remember Him and His

people, ‘

This brings me to my second :

event. I walked into the Tar-
tan office Friday afternoon
and came face to face with a
movie about the Jews. What
made it so enthralling was
that I had valked in on pic-

tures of the Nazi death camps. decided not to forget; and knowledge and the love and
I stared, unable to move. Rab- remembering the sufferings the grace of God and Christ.
bi Tanenbaum'’s words came, and the agonies of Our Lord,

back to me: ‘‘a world that can let His Blood be a sign to the Briggs Clark
forget the Armenians can Spirit of God not to pass-over Gordon College
forget the Jews.” I have us. Let Him fill us with the & Wenham
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Our 5 Greenhouses are Bursting with

Spring Flowers . . .

10,000 Geraniums /

15,000 Annuals and Vegetables

350 Gigantic Hanging Moss Baskets
700 Reiger Begonias

We have cut flowers and do design work for the
discriminating customer. '

We carry a complete line of garden supplies, tools
and lawn care products, including Scott and

Ortho. .

PLUS the LARGEST selection of quality
h houseplants on the North Shore . . .
e “Doris and David" if it’s exotic  or unusual, we

eonha rds have it or can get it.

FORMERLY
WARD BROS.

FLOWER SHOP and GREENHOUSES

87 Corning St. * Beverly = 922-4295
OPEN7DAYS9-6
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Rabbi points to new era between Evangelicals, Jews

/NANCY SHACKLETON
mes Staff Writer

WENHAM—Since the end of World War 11, Evangeli-
| Christians and the Jews have been undergoing a
ent revolution of the deepest and most authentic kind.
tabbi Marc Tanenbaum touched on two of the major
nensions of that quiet transformation at a convoca-
n Friday at Gordon College in Wenham: the rising
d changing force of the Evangelical religion, and a
w era of dialogue between the Jewish and Evangelical
ristian faiths.
tabbi Tanenbaum, national director of Interreligious
fairs of the American Jewish Committee, and recent-
named one of the most influential religious leaders in
+ United States, spoke at the convocation, and a news
ference later in the day, in conjunction with a
‘ently published book. :
'he book—'‘Evangelicals and Jews in Conversation:
Scriptures, Theology and History''—is a compilation
papers presented by 18 Jewish and Evangelical
iolars and religious leaders at a symposium in New
rk City in December, 1975, the first major convoca-
1 ever held between leaders of the two faiths. The
'k was edited by Rabbi Tanenbaum, Dr. Marvin R.
son, chairman of the department of Biblical and
ological Studies at Gordon College, and Rabbi A.
nes Rudin, assistant director of Interrreligious Af-
s for the committee.
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Prior to the early 1960s, the relationship between
Jewish and other Christian leaders and laymen was
limited to shared concerns about social justice with
liberal Protestants, Rabbi Tanenbaum said. Later in
thal decade, Jewish dialogue with other Christian reli-
gions began to grow and extend to the Roman Catholics,
Southern Baptists, Greek Orthodox and more recently
the Evangelical Christians. The latter relationship
stems in part from Tanenbaum's and Wilson's first
meeting three years ago. While the book is described as
a milestone in that relationship, the dialogue will con-
tinue to expand as more religious and lay leaders are
involved. i

“‘We have begun to turn the corner-into a whole new
era of possibilities and problems, but to be human is to
have both,” Tanenbaum said. ‘“The test of humanity is
:)% be able to take on both and deal constructively with

th.ll

Tanenbaum observed that there are those from both
the Jewish and Evangelical sects who would find the
current dialogue “not exactly kosher,” and would con-
sider him ‘'so far off the reservation as to be beyond
redemption.”

Those who oppose the dialogues with other religions
reveal a “deep ambivalence at best, and at worst, a
sense of anxiety or even fear,” Tanenbaum said. That
fear, he said, “is simply the fear of synchronism. That
in the wave of good will, the desire to affirm common

I
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bonds will lead to a diminishing of the distinctivent «s of
each group.”

Tanenbaum said that the dialogues, that discovering
the common bonds of faith and belief in the midst of the
uniqueness of each religion, *‘is one of the matters that
stands at the height of the universe, and is of supreme
importance, not only to Jews and Evangelicals, but to
American democratic, pluralistic society as well as the
world community today."'

Of the revolution of the Evangelical Christian religion,
Tanenbaum said that the transformation has been dra-
matized in the mind of America through President
Jimmy Carter, a born-again Christian.

One of the questions that the transformation of the
Evangelical and the emergence of that new breed of
leader points to is how one relates one's Biblical faith,
values and beliefs in God and truth to the planes of truth
of other great traditions. Addressing and resolving that
qupdstion “becomes a critical resposibility,"” Tanenbaum
saud. .
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Rabbi to speak on

Evangelicals and Jews

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
of New York, national director
of interreligious affairs for the
American Jewish Committee,
will give a convocation ad-
dress in Rhodes Gymnasium,
Gordon College, Wenham,
Friday March'17 at 10:20 a.m.
The subject of his address is
“Evangelicals and Jews — A
New Era." The public is in-
vited to attend this session.

O Aap,
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The public is also invited to
attend Rabbi Tanenbaum’s
lecture to Dr. Marvin Wilson's
“Modern Jewish Culture”
class on Thursday, March 186,
at 3:45 p.m. in Winn Library
Lecture Hall. He will speak on

“Jews and Christians in an RABBIMARC.H. ' R v T
Age of Violence." TANENBAUM ' P AR A e TR i
**  'Rabbi Tanenbaum, Dr. . ,-":‘?’:j’*"'i; f"’,;#"“?"’"

Marvin Wilson, professor of edited and contributed ar-
biblical and theological ticles to a landmark study of

studies at Gordon College and evangelical and Jewish rela-

Rabbi A. James Rudin, assis- tionships entitled Evan- -
tant national director of the gelicals and Jews in Con-

AJC's Department of Inter- versation (Baker Book House,
religious Affairs have recently 1978).
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January 26, 1978

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th Street

New York, NY 10022

Dear Marc:?

We are presently drawing up some publicity on your|April 6
and 7 visit to campus.

Would you kindly send us immediately several biographical
resumes and a number of pictures that are suitable for news-
papers. We have some preliminary publicity we want to get
out early in February.
Thanks for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Marvin R. Wilson
Chairman
Department of Biblical Studies

MRW/ds

GRAFPEVINE ROAD, WENHAM, MASSACHUSETTS O©O19284 TELEPHONE: (617) 927-2300




November 22, 1977

Dr. Marvin R. Wilson, Chairman
Department of Biblical Studies
Gordon College

Grapevine Road
Wenham, Massachusetts 01985

Dear Marv,
Many thanks for your good mote of Nobember 17th.

This will confirm the arrangements which you outlined in your letter for
the luncheon and other engagements. '

In our Boston office, please contact Ellot Waldman and Karen Osborme. You
may want to talk to them about any contribution they may be in a position
to help maximize my visit to Gordon College.

What is the latest word on the publication date for our book? We really

need to begin thinking about setting up a press conferemce for it, and
also getting together a list of people to whom copies should be seat for

review purposes.
With warmest personal good wishes, I am,

Cordially, as ever,

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum
Hational Director
Interreligious Affairs



GORDON COLLEGE

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum &pr
National Director, /
Interreligious Affairs

American Jewish Committee

New York, New York 10022

Dear Marc:

Just a few words to bring you up to date on our plans for
April 6 and 7 when you visit Gordon College.

Rabbi Ephraim Bennett, President of the North Shore Rabbini-
cal Association, has met with his colleagues and together they will
attend--with the local press--a luncheon in your honor on April 7.
This will be at the invitation of our College president, Dr. Richard
F. Gross. More details will follow as we work them out.

I hope you will keep the Boston A.J.C. office informed of
these April dates so that they might help us with local publicity.

Finally, could you please provide for me the name of the new

director of the Boston A.J.C. office so that I might get in touch
with him and give him an invitation to our luncheon.

Thanks for your help.
Cordially,

Marvin R. Wilson, Chairman
Department of Biblical Studies

W/w
11-17-77

GRAPEVINE ROAD, WENHAM. MASSACHUSETTS 01984 TELEPHONE: (617)927-2300
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September 14, 1977

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

National Director Interreligious Affairs
American Jewish Committee

New York, New York 10022

Dear Marc:

This will confirm our conversation about the dates of

your lectures at Gordon College next spring. I am working
closely with the Dean of Students office and the committee
on cultural affairs to spell out the details of your wvisit.

We will expect your arrival on the afternoon of Thursday,
April 6, 1978, with your first lecture to be given that
evening. I would like you to speak on "Evangelicals and

Jews in a Pluralistic Society: Reflections on Current
Dialogue." I would like this lecture to tie in with the
release of our book, Evangelicals and Jews in Conversation,
with some of your remarks being built around the significance
of this volume. For this first lecture the audience will be
made up of three main groups: (1) about 100 students from
my Modern Jewish Culture course who will be using this volume
as one of their texts for the course, (2) other students and
faculty from both Gordon College and Gordon-Conwell Theologi-
cal Seminary (3) the local Jewish community who will be given
an open invitation to attend.

My wife, Polly, and I, am looking forward to entertaining
you in our home that evening.

On Friday morning, April 7, 1978, you will deliver your final
address at an all-college convocation in the gymnasium,

There will be a thousand people in attendance. On this
occasion we would like your topic to be "Anti-Semitism and

the Future of World Jewry." In this address we would like

you to trace the plight of today's Jew from the time of the
holocaust to the present, making us aware of how anti-Semitism
has continued to manifest itself in various ways. Finally, I

GRAFPEVINE ROAD, WENHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 01984 TELEPHONE: (617)927-2300




would like you to comment on how you feel today's Evangelical
Christian can deepen his sensitivity to these matters and

so take a stand with the Jewish community in opposing all
forms of anti-Semitism.

I recognize these topics are broad, so they should give
you a considerable degree of flexibility in presentation.
How do these topics sound to you?

I am about to discuss with Rabbi Robert Shapiro, president
of the North Shore Rabbinic Association, the possibility of
holding a kosher luncheon on campus right after Friday's
lecture. This would enable you to meet the administrative
officials of Gordon College and the leadership of the Jewish
community., There would be no problem getting you back to
the airport for a mid-afternoon shuttle to New York City.

Please give me any reactions you may have to the above tentative
program. We are delighted and honored that you are willing
and able to come.

You may count on our picking up your travel expenses from
New York and also an honorarium.

We wish you and your family warm holiday greetings.

Cordially,

m. Wilson

Chairman, Department of
Biblical Studies

MRW/gs

cc: Alicia Byrd, Chairman Cultural Affairs Committee
Stanley Gaede, Dean of Students




Evangelicals and Jews
explore a new era

By SELMA WILLIAMS

Lots of rabbis and a strictly kosher din-
ner were on the scene at Gordon College,
seat of Evangelical Christianity, last
Friday.

Right from the start of the college’s con-
vocation, you knew some giving and taking
was going on.

Because at Gordon College, where faith
in Jesus Christ is an admission require-
ment, President Richard Gross gave the
invocation without mentioning Jesus
Christ. Instead, he talked about God as
cherished by Jews and Evangelicals alike

The occasion was a convocation address,
“Evangelicals and Jews — A New Era."”
given by Rabbi Marc Tanenbaum, na-
tionally prominent figure in ecumencial
efforts and co-author with Gordon College
Professor Marvin Wilson and Rabbi A.
James Rudin of a new book, “Evangel-
icals and Jews in Conversation.” It's a
topic that many Evangelicals and many
Jews find hard to give credence to.
Evangelicals, they say, on the one hand,
are committed to spreading the Gospel
that Jesus Christ is God made man, come
to give salvation to the world. Jews, on the
other, refuse to acknowledge the divinity
of Christ. How can two such divergent
views meet in productive conversation?

In many way, says Tanenbaum and
Wilson.

““There is a new mood, a new openness in
interfaith relations,' said Wilson as he in-
troduced Rabbi Tanenbaum to the Gordon
audience. He called the rabbi *'a warm and
human man who mirrors the image of God
before a darkened world.”

Tanenbaum quoted Martin Buber, a
famous Jewish philosopher, as saying,
“All real living is meeting.”

But he said that meetings between
Christians and Jews through the centuries
had too often been violent and destructive.

Even in this century, prior to 1960, said
Tanenbaum, only liberal Protestants and
Jews talked together, “and then, only
about social concerns.” -, L

A dialogue between Catholics and Jews
followed, but it was not until the early
1970's that scholars of the Southern Baptist
Convention and Orthodox Jewish leaders
began to meet to explore their common
interests.

A
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Tanenbaum conceded that there are pro- -

blems as well as areas of agreement bet-
ween Evangelicals and Jews.

“‘But to be human is to have both,” he
pointed out.

“Is there any real reason that
Evangelical Christians should have the
responsibility of seeking to relate to the
Jewish people, to Judaism, to -Israel,
beyond the usual brotherhood smile and
ecumenical gestures?” asked Rabbi
Tanenbaum.

*And is there any real reason for Jews
who have upheld their ancient traditions
across the centuries, through the Inquisi-
tion and programs, to talk to Evangelicals
altogether?"

Tanenbaum sees many valid reasons for
such dialogue,

It is of supreme importance not only to
Evangelicals and Jews, but to the whole
American pluralistic society,”" Tanen-
baum suggested.

He said that a ‘‘silent revolution" in
American population patterns since World
War II has profound implications for
American Jews and Evangelicals.

‘

He pointed to the migration of 11 million
people from the northern states to the Sun
Belt, a traditional stronghold of
Evangelical Christianity. Accompanying
the population shift has been an un-
precedented economic growth in the
southern states, where cities are ‘‘no
longer the sleepy southern towns' of
American legend.

As a result of the growing activity and
sophistication in the South, Southern
evangelicals have undergone a revolution,
too, said Tanenbaum.

“They are no longer rednecks, their
pastors are no longer Elmer Gantrys, they
come from the middle class, the upper
middle class,"" he said. He pointed out that
the presidents of many of the nations
largest corporations are Evangelical
Christians.

“The trend is dramatized in the mind of
America by President Jimmy Carter,”
Tanenbaum said.

He said the image that Carter has
‘‘dragged the South into the 20th century,
kicking and screaming” is an erroneous
one. Rather, he said, Carter is a result of
the revolution that has been taking placein
the Southern states,

“*Evangelical Christians are now begin-
ning to surface into the mainstream of
American life," said Tanenbaum. *‘And so
the responsibility of what it means to live
ip a pluralistic society, and to relate our
shared Biblical faith to that society
becomes a critical responsibility.”

Tanenbaum said that Jews must over-
come their ambivalence toward the
Evangelical society, which, he said, early
in the country’s history established the
concepts of education for all and tolerance
of religious practices other than their own.

Evangelicals' role in the abolition of
slavery is, he said, ‘another untold story."

He said that Evangelicals, because of
their Biblical beliefs, are among the
strongest supporters of the State of Israel.

“‘Evangelicals are committed to Israel
because, for them, it is the place of the

“messianic hope for-the future for whici

Evangelicals and Jews pray together."”

Tanenbaum said Jews need that support
from Evangelicals “in a world which is
callous and indifferent."

He pointed to the millions of Cambodians
killed in the past year and asked, ‘‘Have
you heard one nation speak out about it?"'

He said the world has forgotten the
tragic fate of the Armenians in World War
I

“A world that will not remember the
Arrmenians is a world that will forget the
Jews and Israel,’” he said.

He conceded that there are deep dif-
ferences between the Evangelical and
Jewish beliefs, but added, “Even as we
acknowledge the differences of our com-
mitments, they are the differences of a
family that shares a common Biblical
covenant."

He said that Jews and Christians have a
*commeon vocabulary™ in which messiah,
covenant, commandments, and Bible have
meaning for both.

He said Jews have problems with the
Evangelical concepts o mission and
witness, ‘*but we can work them through."

“That every human life is of worth and
preciousness is a shared concept,” he said.

He said that the shared Biblical tradition
is "‘a prophetic burden which God has laid
uponus."

AUTOGRAPHING a book on Evangelical-.
edited with Gordon College Professor M:
James Rudin is Rabbi Mare Tanenbaum,
don College convocation. o

B W s

PROFESSOR Marvin Wilson, right, joins in
ed the convocation address given at Gordon
Marc Tanenbaum.
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WENHAM—Rabbi Mare
H. Tanenbaum, one of the
most influential persons in
religion in the United States
today, will examine a new
relationships between Evan-
gelicals and Jews at a con-
vocation next week at Gor-
don College.

Rabbi Tanenbaum, of New
York, will address the stu-
dents and community at a
convocation in Rhodes Gym-
nasium at 10:20 a.m. on Fri-
day, March 17. The public is
invited to attend this ses-
sion. Rabbi Tanenbaum will
also address the media at a
press conference-luncheon
following the convocation.

The convocation and con-
ference are being held in

- conjunction with the recent
publication of “Evangelicals . . .

and Jews in Conversation,”
a book hailed as a landmark
study of evangelical and
Jewish relationships.

Rabbi Tanenbaum, Na-
tiohal Interreligious Affairs
Director of the American
Jewish Committee, has been
a pioneering leader and
thinker in interreligious re-
lations and, social justice

movements during the past
25 years.

Last month, Rabbi Tane-
baum was named one of the
ten most influential persons
in the field of religion in the
United States today. A pool
of 35 relgion editors from
secular and the religious
press named the top ten.
Rabbi Tanebaum was fourth
only to Billy Graham, who

headed the list, Martin E. ga

Marty, who was second, and
President Carter, who was
third.

Newsweek Magazine re-
cently devoted its Religion
section to an interview with
Rabbi Tanenbaum describ-
ing him as “the American
Jewish community's fore-
most apostle to the gentiles
who has been able to
solicit support from all fac-
g:ons of the Jewish commun-
i y.n

In February 1978, Rabbi
Tanebaum was invited by
the International Rescue
Committee to join a delega-
tion of prominent American
leaders to carry out a fact-
finding investigation of the
plight of Vietnamese ‘‘boat

Religious leader to speak

&7 Wenham

people” in Thailand, the Phi-
lippines, Malaysia, and Sin-
pore.

Recently, he served as the
American Jewish consultant
to the NBC-TV special dra-
matizing the Holocaust and
earlier was a consultant to
that network’s ‘“Jesus of Na-
zareth."

A popular and busy lec-
turer and visiting professor
at institutions ranging from
Harvard to Cambridge to
the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem, Rabbi Tane-
baum has also been a major
force in the promotion of so-
cial justice and human
rights. He helped organize
the American Jewish Emer-
gency Relief Effort for Vic-
tims of the Biafran conflict;
and has aided refugees from
Uganda, Sierra Leone, Ire-

land, Cyprus, Lebanon, and
Bangladesh.

Rabbi Tanebaum, who is
the national co-chairman of

the Interreligious Coalition |

on World Hunger and na-
tional co-chairman of the In-
terreligious Task Force on
Soviet Jewry, has been fre-
quently invited to serve as a
Jewish spokesman before
various Congressional and
Senate Committee hearings.

Rabbi Tanebaum was also

the only Rabbi at Vatican

Council II, where he was wi-
dely consulted by Catholic
and Protestant authorities
during the deliberation thal

led to the Vatican Declara- "

tion on Non-Christian Rela-
tions which repudiated anti-
Semitism and called for fra-
ternal dialogue between
Christians and Jews. |
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GORDON COLLEGE

February 12, 1978
Ms. Rita Reznilk
The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 Street
New York, New York 10022

Dear Rita:

Thanks for your note enclosed in Marc's letter of January
31, We trust that Marc's trip accomplishes much good.

I am writing to confirm the fact we will be expecting
Rabbi Tanenbgum at Gordon March 16 and 17. I spent last week
writing over 20 letters and making a number of phone czalls
alerting various concerned parties of the switch 1n dates,
Rabbi Tanenbasum informs me thls dete has been written in marble
for which I am grateful, Our initial publicity will be going
out shortly. In that regard, I would sppreciate your holding,
if at all pessible, the date of Mareh 31 as an alternate snow
date, After sitting home this past week with our 30 inches,
and after Jim Rudin got snowed in from his last Tuesday evening
in Boston with my class he was to speak at, I still feel
nervous about saying March 16 and 17 is written in marble,

I know it is in marble as far as Rabbi Tanenbsum is concern-
ed, but may the Ribbono Shel Olam be gracious on his parttand
keep the elements away on March 16 and 17. If he does not,
perhaps a last minute switch could be made to March 30/31.

One other matter, You have sald Rabbli Tanenbeaum's new
bio will be ready the early part of the week of Feb, 6th,
I'1l be looking for it in the mall this week, We have not
had deliveries in 6 days due to the storm.

To clarify Rabbi Tanenbsun's topics for Gordon in light
of the switch in dates, I would suggest the followlng:

The March 16 lecture will be on the Holocaust, anti-Semitism
and Evangelicaliém,

The March 17 convocation will be on the topic of our book,
"Evangelicals and Jews in Conversation",

Pardon my typing. My secretary is literally snowed in,
Hope to see you at the Press Conference on Feb, 24,

Best regards,

Marvin R, Wilson
Chairman, Dept. of
Biblical Studies

GRAPEVINE ROAD. WENHAM. MASSACHUSETTS 01284 TELEPHONE: (617) 227-2300
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174 Cherry St,
Wenham, MA, 01984
March 27, 1978

Rabbi Marc H. Tanenbaum

The American Jewish Committee
165 East 56 St,

New York, New York 10022

Rabbi Tanenbaum:

Thank you so very much for sharing
some important issues with the
Gordon community. It was indeed
an honor and a privilige to hear
you speak,

In reflecting upon what you pre-
sented I was reminded of Amos 5:24,

Let justice roll on like a river
and righteousness 1like an ever-
flowing stream,

Once again, thank you.

Sincerely,

Bruce Moffatt
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