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Rabbi Alexander Schindler, Pres. 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

March 26, 1992 

The American Jewish Committee will conduct its 86th Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C., this 
year. Pending a more formal invitation, please mark the date of Thursday, May 14, 1992, and 
plan to join as many as 1,000 American Jewish Committee members from across the country in 
the Gala Dinner that will be the highlight of our three-day meeting. The dinner is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. in the Capital Hilton Hotel. 

As you can see from the Program Highlights enclosed, among the topics we will address are 
pluralism and tolerance in the American political process; the health of Jewish communities in 
the countries of the former Soviet Union; the changing status of the American family; prospects 
for the Middle East peace process, and the evolving U.S.-Israel relationship. 

Please expect our invitation to the Gala Dinner in the coming weeks. I hope you will be able 
to attend and, as your schedule allows, take part in some of the other events planned for the 
three days of meetings in Washington. 

AHM:ar 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

~l-i .. ~ ....... ;, 

Alfred H. Moses 
President 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE• 86TH ANNUAL MEETING • MAY 13 • MAY 15, 1992 • CAPITAL HILTON, WASHINGTON D.C. 



12:00 Noon Opening Luncheon in the Senate Caucus Room, Capitol Hill 

Presentation of AJC's Congressional Leadership Award to 
Senator Frank R. Lautenberg 

2:30PM 

5:30 PM 

8:00AM 

10:00AM 

Election 1992 and Bigotry in the Political Process 
Ron Brown and Richard Bond, Chairmen of the Democratic and 
Republican National Committees, respectively 

Release of AJC's newest program publication on Politics & Bigotry 

Delegations to Capitol Hill 
Meet in small groups with key Senators and Representatives 

Reception and Dinner 
Open National Executive Council - Board of Governors Meeting 
The State of The American Jewish Committee 
Alfred H. Moses, President, and David A. Han-is, Executive Vice President 

Discuss AJC's role in counteracting anti-Semitism in political campaigns 

Plenary Breakfast 
Social Policy - An American Agenda 
Senators Jay D. Rockefeller (D-WV) and John H. Chaffee (R-RI) 

Delegations to Foreign Embassies 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE• 86TH ANNUAL MEETING • MAY 13- MAY 15, 1992 • CAPITAL HILTON, WASHINGTON D.C. 
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Mr. Ira Silverman 
Executive Vice President 

August 9, 1990 
18 Av 5750 

The American Jewish Committee 
Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Ira: 

I was sorry to learn that you are stepping down from 
the leadership of the AJC, even more sorry that your 
health has not sufficiently improved to allow you to 
take full charge. 

This is a loss for the AJC (I was one of those who 
strongly urged the headhunters to nab you while they 
could.) But, it is also a loss for all of us since the 
strength of the Committee is important to the total 
Jewish community. • 

I am glad that you are not severing all your relations 
with the AJC and that in consequence we will have an 
opportunity to be together. 

Of course , I hope and pray that your strength will 
continue to grow. 

With fond good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



I 
I 
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December 15, 1989 
17 Kislev 5750 

TO: The American Jewish Committee 

Enclosed herewith is oui check f,r $38.40 to cover the 
cost of twenty-four copies of the National Jewish Family 
Center's publication "Intermarriag9e and Rabbinic Saficia
taion" by Egon Mayer. 

Many thanks. 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



Ed ith Miller 

Fred Cohen 

12/4/ 89 

I had to order additional copies of the Egon Mayer Intermarriage 

study , published by the American Jewish Committee, Jewish Communal 

Affairs Department. 

Please issue a check for $38.40, payable to the American Jewish 

Committee. Forward the check to me for transmittal with a letter. 

Thank you. 



' 'I-., 

Mr. Daniels. Schechter 
552 Woodlawn Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Dan: 

Jaaeaty 17, 1990 
20 Tevet 5750 

As you will note from the enclosed, I have been in contact 
with the highest leadership of the American Jewish Committee 
in regard to your plaint. 

While the response from Steve Bayme explains how they came 
to select the leadership to receive their questionnaire, at 
least the staff and lay leaders of the AJC are aware of our 
concerns. 

With warm regards 1 I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 

\ 
\ 
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January 12, 1990 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

The American Jewish 
Committee 

Institute of Human Relations 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, New York 10022-2746 
212 751-4000/FAX: 212 319-0975 

Ira Silverman has asked me to respond to your January 4 note and its 
enclosed correspondence from Daniel Schechter. 

I am sorry if the questionnaire developed by Ukeles Associates caused 
any confusion. Essentially, this is not free-standing research on Jewish 
leadership. Rather, it is survey research commissioned to advance a 
particular Task Force on Jewish Leadership created by the AJC, which is 
chaired by Bob Rifkind and staffed by me. 

Upon formation of this Task Force we convened a distinguished advisory 
body to brainstorm its focus and direction. That meeting resulted in the 
strong recommendation that the Task Force avoid the temptation to be 
global and address the entire map of Jewish leadership. Rather, the Task 
Force mandate became to examine the leadership of the secular or civil 
sector of Jewish communal organizations. The introduction to the draft 
report of the Task Force therefore reads as follows: 

"The AJC Task Force on Jewish Leadership was charged with 
development of principles, criteria, and programs to address 
recruitment, retention, and training of lay leaders and guidelines of 
appropriate models of lay-staff relations in Jewish communal 
organizations. Projects designed to enhance professional and religious 
leadership are equally necessary. It is our hope that serious efforts 
to fashion appropriate programs in one area will encourage similar 
programs in other areas." 

In other words, the decision on what models of leadership would be 
included in the study was far more pragmatic than ideological. There was 
no attempt to communicate the perception that leadership resides beyond 
the pale of synagogues and religious organizations. It was also our 
intention from the very beginning that the report state explicitly what is 
the sample - what it includes and what it does not include, thereby 
avoiding any pretensions to speak for the entire gamut of Jewish 
leadership. 



Ukeles Associates have now reassured me that the considerations involved 
were entirely those of research, i.e. to create a comparable data base for 
the project as a whole and avoid combining apples and oranges. In other 
words, the Task Force assumptions are that these issues will play 
themselves out differently in terms of religious leadership and that the 
Task Force report should focus entirely on the civil sector. There was no 
intention to make an invidious distinction between secular and religious 
leadership. I understand from Steve that Jack Ukeles explained these 
matters to Daniel Schechter at some length. 

Once again, I am sorry if this has caused any confusion. Please rest 
assured that neither I nor other members of the AJC staff perceive Jewish 
leadership as the monopoly of the secular community. 

All best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

Steven Bayme 
Director 
Jewish Communal Affairs Department 

SB:MD 

cc: Ira Silverman 
Robert S. Rifkind 

Enclosure 



. ., 

Mr. Ira Silverman 
Executive Vice President 
American Jewfsh Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022 

Dear Ira: 

January 4, 1990 
7 Tevtt 5890 

I found the enclosed letter troubling but want to ascertain 
your reaction and comments before taking this matter further. 
If, indeed, members of your staff were quoted correctly in 
regard to conversations with Jacob Ukeles, I have a prob1emT -
Please let me hear from you as soon as possible. I am eager 
to have your counsel. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Enc 1 . 



, 

Mr. Daniel S. Schechter 
552 Woodlawn Avenue 
Glencoe, ll 60022 

Dear Dan: 

January 4, 1990 
7 Tevet 5710 

Thank you for your letter and a copy of the covering letter 
from Jacob Ukeles on the survey you received. I appreciate 
your calling this matter to my attention as well as your 
having made contact with Mr. Ukeles to express your concern. 

I am looking into the matter and want to be certain the com
ments you received concerning the decision of the AJC Communal 
Affairs Department staff are indeed correct. If they are, you 
may be sure I will not allow this matter to go unanswered. 

I guess I'm not a Jewish leader .... I have no recollection of 
having received this survey questionnaire. And, needless to 
note I am as distressed as you are that leadership in the 
Jewish community is perceived in some quarters as being non
synagogaal 

Your letter brought to mind comments once made by Arthur Grant, 
and I'm not certain from whence he obtained them, which Dan Syme 
quoted 1n his Biennial address: The synagogue is the only insti
tution 1n Jewish life which makes Jews, all of the others make 
use of Jews. How true! 

1'11 keep you posted as matters develop. I look forward to 
seeing you at the Executive Committee meeting in February. 
Until then, warm regards and all good wishes for 1990. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



.,, 
• 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
.President 
Union of .Ar,1erican Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fi fth .Avenue 
New York Y 10021 

Dear Alex 

SS2 ,Joodlawn Avenue 
Glencoe IL 60022 
January 1 , 1990 

I re cently received the attached cover letter and the questionnair e 
w~ich accompanied the letter . Because the questionnaire made no refer -
ence to synagogue leadership or the leadership of synagogue organizations , 
I wondered how the definition of Jewish conm,unal leadership had been 
arrived at . (Indeed , I t110ught thA ,,.eference to knowing "how many Jews 
lig"t Chanukah candles" was gratuitc.us . ) 

I called Jacob "Jack" Ukeles , president of the research firm , and asked 
him about the definition of Jewish communal leader and who had made the 
decision . He said that in the discussion between his firm and the American 
Jewish Cor-:rr,i ttee there had been so1,,e questi~m about whether synagogue 
leadership.should be identifi ed as sucn , but tnat in the end the decision 
of the AJC Communal Alf airs Department had decided against it . r:e said th.at 
Bob Rifkind i s the chairman of that task force , and the staff director is 
Steve Bayne (212/751-4000 . ) Jack Ukel es cited his late father - in-law as a 
distinguished rabbi and said it had never occurred to him until my call 
that soneone might be concerned about the absence of synagogue and synagogue 
organizational leaders fror.i the study unless they were drawn i n t hrough some 
other list . 

In view or the fact that it was too lci.te to change the questionnaire , in 
re sponse to his question of what should be done , I suggested that the report 
narrative should included explicit reference to how the sample was selected , 
the reason for the selection , and that he should consider whether any explic~t 
reference should be made to the rat ionale for exclusion of synagogue l eader
ship from the grou1 being studied. de said he was appre ciative of my comments , would follow up on them , and would send me a copy of the study report . 

I share this with you because it seems to me that the omission is a reflection 
of the percept:ion held by an ir11portant Jew-ish organization as to where leader
snip resides in the Jewish community . 

I look forward to serving on the executive committee and to the opportunity 
of working more closely uith you in the new year . 

Sincerely 

Daniel S . Schechter 



U K ELES ASSOCIATES INC 
T H E CABLE BUILDING 
611 BROADWAY 
NEW Y ORK, NY 10012 
Tel: (212) 260-8758 
Fax: (212) 260-8760 

Dear Frierrl: 

'!he Jewish camnunity in the United states has developed an 
extraordinary array of organizations, services, an::l programs. 
'!he camnunity depems on a large mnnber of a::mnitted an::l 
sophisticated volunteers to work with paid professional staff to 
lead this system. 

Yet ,;,re know alrrost noth.i.rg about the characteristics an::l 
attitudes of these volunteers . We know how many Jews light 
Olanukah can:lles; we do not know how many participate in camnrunal 
leadership. over the past several years Jewish policy-makers 
have becc.loo increasin:Jly concerned: Is the Anerican Jewish 
conmmity goin:J to have vibrant leadership in the next decade? 
What needs to be done to recruit, develop an::l retain future 
leadership? 

'!he Anerican Jewish Committee has a::mnissioned the first 
comprehensive national study of Jewish leadership to help answer 
these questions. You have been selected fram am::>n;J those who are 
active in Jewish l i fe to receive this sw:vey. We need to learn 
how you participate in organized Jewish life, an::l what your 
thoughts are on a number of vital issues relatin:J to Jewish 
leadership, Judaism, an::l Israel. 

Please answer all of the questions in the enclosed sw:vey as soon 
as possible. It should take no 11¥)re than 15 minutes. '!he 
sw:vey responses are strictly confidential an::l no infonnation 
will be released from airf irrlividual response. Please use the 
enclosed st:anped, self-addressed envelope. If you have any 
questions or canments, write me at the above address, or call me 
or my asscx::iate, Dr. Shirley Kurz at 212- 260-8758. 

We believe that you will fin::l the questions stimulatin:J an::l 
interestin_J. '!bank~ for your valuable assistaooe. 

~! 
President 

P. S. 'ID 'lHE PERSON HOIDING 'IBIS SURVEY: PI.EASE I.OOK AT 'lHE IABEL 
ON 'lHE ENVEIDPE: IT IS EX.mEMELY IMroRrANI' '!HAT ONLY 'lHE PERSON 
WHCSE NAME IS FRINrED ON 'lHE IABEL cx::MPIEl'E 'lliIS SURVEY. 'lHE 
PERSON MIGlil' BE YOO, YCOR SIUJSE, OR ANOffiER MEMBER OF 'lHE 
HOOSEHOID. PI.EASE GIVE 'lliIS SURVEY 'ID 'lHE IHaN 'ID vHM TI' IS AI..I..HffiED. 



Mr. Daniel S. Schechter 
552 Woodlawn Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Dan: 

January ·17, 1990 
20 Tevet 5750 

As you will note from the enclosed, I have been in contact with 
the highest leadership of the American Jewish COITITlittee in regard 
to your plaint. 

While the response from Steve Bayme is scarcely satisfactory, at 
least the staff and lay leaders of the AJC are aware of our concerns 
and may be less restrictive in the future. 

i~i th warm regards, I am, 

Sincerely. 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congs. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

September 27, 1989 

As you can imagine, Catholic-Jewish relations have taken up a good deal of our 
recent attention. The main focus, of course, has been the Carmelite convent at 
Auschwitz, about which you have read so much. To refresh your recollections: 
Jewish groups, ourselves included, have objected to the presence of the convent at 
the death camp on the ground that it detracts from the Auschwitz symbol of Nazi IL £0i JJ~ 
genocide against Jews during World War II. More than two years ago, European T yr' : 
Jewish and Catholic leaders, including four cardinals, signed an agreement stipulating ?Jr''4,a,,,,, 
that by February 1989 the convent would be moved. When the deadline arrived / / ~ 
without action, some Jewish groups protes ted at the scene, and a clash between 
them and Polish workers brought on a suspension of the agreement and some t)6 
unfortunate anti-Semitic remarks by Jozef Cardinal Glemp, the Primate of Poland. 

During this period we have striven not only to calm a growing public controversy 
that threatened continuing Catholic-Jewish relations -- we worked particularly wit 
Polish-American groups and the Roman Catholic hierarchy in the U.S. -- but als o 
seek the intervention of the Vatican. That effort ptomises now to succeed, wit the 
Vatican's announcement that removal of the convent and the building of a ne 
convent has its strong support. We will watch developments carefully. 

Rabbi James Rudin, our National lnterreligious Affairs Director, and curr 
chairman of Jewish interagency groups consulting with Christian bodies, 
Rome at the time of the announcement. As a matter of fact, he was 
Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, President of the Vatican Commission or Religious 
Relations With the Jews, and received a copy of the statement just p ior to its 
worldwide release. We immediately reacted by warmly welcoming t statement, 
which we hope will be quickly implemented so that recent strains d tensions 
between Catholics and Jews can be removed. 

By coincidence, all this has come at a time when we have been i valved in realign
ing our relationships with other Jewish groups for consulting wit international 
Christian bodies. Over the years we have been a founding member and stalwart 
supporter of IJCIC -- the International Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consul
tations. As a result of differences both in philosophical orientation and approach, 
though, we have increasingly felt that JJCIC had become unwieldy and no longer 
fulfilled its original mandate to serve as a single voice. Reluctantly, therefore, we 
have decided to form a new grouping with the two agencies with whom we have the 
closest affinity: the American Jewish Congress and the Anti-Defamation League. 
That is the genesis of a new group: the Jewish Council for International Inter
religious Relations. 



. - .. .. 
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Let me quote briefly from the announcement of the formation of the new group: "We believe 
there is a need for a more effective instrumentality that can conduct a wide-ranging dialogue 
with Christian counterparts without the internal constraints that have at times seriously 
hampered the ability of the Jewish community to act in this area. Among other problems has 
been the ban on discussions of theological issues, a constraint that has made serious dialogue 
among religious communities awkward." 

Rabbi Rudin is the current chairman of the new group. Its first order of business will be the 
reestablishment of mutual confidence and understanding between the Jewish community and the 
Roman Catholic Church after the unfortunate Carmelite monastery controversy. After so many 
years of significant progress, this seems like a most worthwhile project. 

I will continue to keep you informed. 

As ever, 

~ 
Ira Silverman 

IS:cpa 



July 8, 1988 
23 Tammuz 5748 

Ira Silverman, Executive Vice President 
The American Jewish Committee 
165 East 56th Street 
New York, NY 10022Q2746 

Dear Ira: 

This note of mazal tov is a bit belated but nonetheless 
heartfelt. Yuur arrival on the scene at Commitee was at 
a time when my meeting and travel schedule was exceedingly 
hectic. Indeed, I've only just returned from Israel where 
I attended meetings of The Jewish Agency. 

Be that as it may, I do want to wish you well as you under
take your new responsibilities with The American Jewish Com
mittee. I am confident that you will lead this fine ogganii 
zation with distinction. You bring many superb qualities of 
heart and mind to the task and Committee is most fortunate 
to have you at the helm. 

It is my fond hope you will derive a full measure of personal 
and professional happiness, satisfaction and fulfillment from 
your endeavors at the AJC. 

Needless to note, I look forward to being with you on many 
occasions in the future.for I know various communal affairs 
will bring us together. That 1 welcome very much! 

With all good wishes and warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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p' Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Union of American Hebrew Congs. 
838 Fifth A venue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

As you know, I rejoined the American Jewish Committee as its Executive Vice President 
just a few weeks ago, at the start of the month. It has already proven an exciting 
challenge, one I would like to share with you by telling you about some of the activities 
that have been keeping me very busy: 

*President Ted Ellenoff, flanked by two AJC staff experts, outlined to a news conference 
an unprecedented program designed to end the virtual vacuum of information about 
American Jewry in West German text books and high school curricula. The program 
resulted from a recent four-day conference in Bonn that we sponsored, where top German 
government officials and leading educators and textbook publishers agreed that German 
students finally should be taught about American life and American Jewish life. We are 
now consulting with German textbook experts on the preparation of new teaching materials, 
hopefully to affect generations to come. This is another step in AJC's monumental effort 
to improve relationships between Germans and American Jews. 

*Our Interreligious Affairs Dept., continuing an AJC tradition of furthering warm relations 
with others in our pluralistic America, hosted a luncheon for the Most Rev. Francis J. 
Mugavero, Bishop of the Diocese of Brooklyn, on his stepping down as Episcopal Moderator 
of the Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations of the National Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. Joining with us in honoring this outstanding leader for many years in building 
positive relations between Catholics and Jews were the Most Rev. William H. Keeler, Bishop 
of Harrisburg, who is the new Episcopal Moderator for Catholic-Jewish Relations, and Dr. 
Eugene J. Fisher, the NCCB's Executive Secretary for Catholic-Jewish Relations, both of 
them also long-time friends. I would say that Catholic-Jewish relations are in good hands 
at the moment. 

*Charles J. Hynes, the special prosecutor in the Howard Beach case, made an impassioned 
appeal to "thoughtful men and women" to recognize the evils to which prejudice can lead, 
in a moving talk to the 43d Annual Meeting of AJC's New York Chapter, where Ron Weiner 
was reelected chapter president. If any message can be gained from Howard Beach, Joe 
Hynes told us, where one black was killed and another seriously injured, and where three 
teenagers have been convicted as felons and the lives of four families destroyed, "It is the 
hope that fear will deter some future tragedy, and that people will understand the true 
legacy of hatred." 
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*Newton Minow, chairman of the National Advisory Board of AJC's William E. Wiener Oral History 
Library, hosted a lunch here at AJC where Dr. Vartan Gregorian, President of the New York Public 
Library, joined in a discussion on how 20 years of tapes and other materials from this exciting AJC 
project will be housed at the landmark institution at 42d St. and Fifth Ave. AJC's Oral History Library 
is one of those continuing projects that make up one of the hallmarks of our work: quiet, elegant, 
meaningful, arousing the enthusiastic affection of all who come in contact with it. After 20 years we 
have simply run out of space to house the fruits of this work, and we are moving into a partnership 
with one of the world's great libraries so that these efforts will be preserved for scholars and all 
others. The future historians of the American Jewish experience will thank us for the foresight that 
this event crystallizes. 

*With each day bringing new turns and twists, the Middle East is never away from our intense 
discussion. But in what we believe to be typical AJC style, we continuously strive to get behind the 
headlines for the real issues and the long-range trends. So, we held what is called an Academic 
Consultation on the Middle East, bringing together several dozen of the best minds on the many aspects 
of the Middle East. We are now sifting through the discussion of such matters as the impact of the 
Palestinian uprising, the superpowers and the peace talks, the impact of the election campaigns both in 
the U.S. and in Israel, and other related matters. Out of this we hope to get guidance that will help 
formulate AJC policy in this area in the days and months ahead. 

* A press luncheon marked publication of Basic Books' "The Altruistic Personality: Rescuers of Jews in 
Nazi Europe," the study of Samuel and Pearl Oliner based on interviews with more than 700 men and 
women who lived during the Nazi occupation in five European countries, some of them rescuers, others 
non-rescuers. The Oliner study carves out pioneering ground in answering such searing questions as: 
Why do some of us risk our lives to save others? And why do some of us simply stand by and watch 
while the killing is going on? This study, for which major funding came from AJC's John Slawson Fund, 
parallels the historic Authoritarian Personality study, which 40 years ago pioneered the examination of 
the personality that tended toward fascism. That study was the conception of Dr. Slawson, then 
Executive Vice President of AJC, and the two studies lend an appropriate unity to Dr. Slawson's 
illustrious and productive career. 

Clearly these activities are simply a few highlights. I have come back to AJC after seven years, to find 
a top-notch organization moving ahead in its quest for the best in the Jewish and American experience. 
Hopefully, we will be moving in new directions while we continue what is already in place. Let me 
continue to keep you up-to-date on AJC in these days ahead by sending on a note like this once a 
month, say. And I will of course welcome your comments and calls. 

sm:L-

Ira Silverman 
Executive Vice President 

IS:smm 



Nordeman Grimm 

Nordemon Grimm, Inc. 
717 Fifth Avenue 
New York , New York 10022 
212-935-1000 

MBA Resources/The International Search Partnersh ip 

April 22, 1988 

Mr. Alexamer Shin:iler 
President 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Mr. Shin:iler: 

We recently contacted you about a search we were con:iu.cting for the 
next Executive Vic.e President of the Ame;riqan Jewish GgJmnittee. 

; 

We wanted to let you kncM that Ira Silvennan will be assuming that 
position in J\.ll1e. 

We wish to thank you once again for all your help in connection 
with this search am we hope we may continue to keep in touch in 
the future. 

All best wishes, 

Sincerely, 

~,ttµ/h 73:::A~~ 
--- Judith Bacher 

New York • Chicago. London. Hong Kong . Sydney . Paris . Brussels. Dusseldorf •Milan • Zurich 
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ANDUM 
Date April 19, 1988 

I have given much thought to the feeling that we are not 
opening new markets for our publications. I sought data to 
substantiate this position. Instead, I found the opposite to 
be true. Please c~nsider the attached sales analysis of our 
Franchise Dealers. As you can see, sales have been down or 
flat. If 1987-88 continues as is, sales will be down 4.7% 
from Fiscal Year 1986-87 . : 

While Franchise Dealers sales are down, overall sales are 
up. I contend that this decline in sales to franchise dealers 
sales has shifted to an increase in direct sales to congregations, 
libraries, secular book stores, and other institutions. Direct 
selling increases our gross margin profits, since discounts to 
the institutions are less then to the dealers. 

Franchise Dealers sales are also poor because of the lack 
of new Text books; and because of the higher discount on Trade 
books which made up the ,-- majority of our publications in the 
last two years. 

Franchise Dealers sales are down 10.6% since fiscal year 
1984-85, while total publication sales are up 13.7%. This swing 
of 24.3% had to go somewhere. I would like .to think some went 
into new areas. -

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021 (212) 249-0100 



Sales to Major Franchise Dealers 

9 Months FY FY FY 
YTD 1987-88 1986-87 1985-86 1984-85 

Behrman House $12,203.00 $11,496~00 $8,604.00 $21,911.00 

Borenstein 1,419.00 3,318.00 7,161.00 2,734.00 

J. Roth 12,878.00 25,727.00 27,942.00 31,265.00 

Israel Books, MA. 19,002.00 22,517.00 28,462.00 27,420.00 

Negev 3,671.00 3,198.00 5,465.00 3,432.00 

Lisbons 7,759.00 10,767.00 12,299.00 11,166.00 

The Source 8,847.00 15,073.00 11,211.00 12,685.00 

- Rosenblurns 15,214.00 14,677.00 16,102.00 10,031.00 

Jewish Book Store, MD 5,422.00 9,692.00 10,495.00 13,633.00 

Israel Book, 7,839.00 8,840.00 8,319.00 7,766.00 
Toronto 

Spitzer 7,983.00 15,287.00 7,807.00 7,527.00 --
Sky Books 2,398.00 4,295.00 3,243.00 5,101.00 

Franks 4,155.00 6,940.00 3,832.00 3,504.00 

Rosenberg 10,373.00 16,308.00 9,998.00 11,406.00 

Piotricowsky, PA. 4,154.00 3,292.00 5,375.00 5,370.00 

L. Stavsky, NY 2,775.00 1,617.00 6,366.00 4,345.00 

T.S. Cinnarnaon, NY 6,306.00 8,167.00 7,474.00 7,889.00 

J. Levine, NY 11,307.00 20,939.00 21,299.00 28,104.00 

Israel Gift Shop, 2,966.00 3,620.00 3,413.00 3,506.00 
Canada . 

$146,673.00 $205,270.00 $204,867.00 $ 218,795.00 

Annualized 
$195,564.00 



Baker & Taylor 

Barnes & Noble 

Jonathan David 

A Kids Bookshop 

Steimatsky Israel 

Yad Vashem, Israel 

Zion Lion 

Book Nook 

Children Book Bag 

Philip Wendkos 

Once Upon A Time 

Yussel's Place 

Cody's Book 

Galapagos Books 

Jewish Museum 

R.M. Mills Books 

Rabbinic Assembly 

Non Franchaise Dealers Growth Accounts 

YTD 
March 1988 

$12 ,5 46.00 

1,091.00 

7,466.00 

409.00 

344.00 

·494.00 

2,796.00 

1,.17 4. 00 

496.00 

1,821.00 

1,500.00 

283.00 

1,581.00 

172.00 

672.00 

59.00 

• 510.00 

FY 
1986-87 

$19,011: 00 

682.00 

5,290.00 

475.00 

115.00 

201.00 

522.00 

1,324.00 

619.00 

1,023.00 

664.00 

466.00 

802.00 

329.00 

255.00 

1985-86 

$10,408.00 

622.00 

4,815.00 

86.00 

19 8 .00 

208.00 

120.00 

629.00 

418.00 

473.00 

684.00 

113.00 
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Job Description 
MARKETING MANAGER 

UAHC PRESS 

As in most small publishing companies, the marketing manager's responsibilities at 
UAHC Press extend beyond marketing to include a number of different areas, making the 
job diversified, as indicated below. 

I. PROMOTION/ADVERTISING RESPONSIBILITIES 

1.· Write copy for promotion flyers for apprbximately 10-15 titles per year. 
2. Write descripti~ns for new and forthcoming titles in annual catalog, re-organizing 

the catalog into frontlist and backlist sections as necessary. 
3. Write copy for trade flyers, library . flyers, and fund flyers as requested, 

recommending various promotron strategies. 
4. Write copy for BookNews flyers announcing new titles, certificates, etc., to 

EMES Plan Members (450). 
5. Maintain contact through correspondence, phone, and occasional sales calls, with 

Franchise Dealers, Judaica Shops, Jewish Community Centers, Jewish libraries, and 
social agencies to keep them informed of new UAHC titles, price increases, discount 
policy alterations, and other pertinent information. 

6. Write copy for advertisements appearing in Reform Judaism magazine, Compass 
magazine, and other periodicals. 

II. SALES/MARKETING RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Attend approximately 5-10 trade, educational, and Jewish professional conventions 
per year at various locatio~s around the country, where duties include setting up 
booth, promoting new and backlist titles, and taking orders. 

2. Develop and maintain contact with book wholesalers, such as Bookazine, Ingram, 
and Golden Lee, and trade bookstore chains, such as B. Dalton's, Waldenbooks, 
and Barnes and Noble. 

3. Develop and maintain contact with independent juvenile and adult booksellers in 
New York and nationwide to sell UAHC titles. 

4. Develop and maintain contact with public libraries in cities with major Jewish 
populations to sell UAHC titles. 

5. Recommend new conventions to attend and new markets to pursue. 

III. RESEARCH/DEVELOPMENT/EDITORIAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Conduct research to determine share of Jewish school population that UAHC titles 
are successfully capturing. 

2. Conduct survey to determine the use of the Torah Commentary in member congregations 
during worship services. 

3. Develop direct mail and telemarketing plans to increase market share of public 
library and trade bookstore markets. 

4. Review manuscripts for potential trade titles to publish. 

IV. SUPERVISORY DUTIES/GENERAL ADMINISTRATION RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Supervise employees in department (5) in absence of director. 
2. Maintain contact with warehouse to resolve shipping/receiving problems. 
3. Maintain own correspondence with individual customers regarding questions or 

problems arising over prices, availability, and discounts for mail order catalogs, 
bulk orders, and other special circumstances, as well as handling other difficulties 
that may arise. 



July 11, 1985 

Mr. Yehuda lbsenman, Director 
Jewish camunal Affairs Departnent 
165 Fast 56th Street 
New York, New York 10022 

Dear Yehuda: 

In turning to Dan Syma, you turned to the proper person. He is 
perfectly capable of responcling to your request and will provide 
you with an appropriate list of representatives for the dialogue. 

Wann regards. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Rabbi Daniel B. Syma 



The %1Derican Gjewish Collltnittee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.V. 10022 • 212/751-4000 • Cable Wishcom, N.V. 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
President 

July 9, 1985 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

This morning I had occasion to chat with your associate Rabbi 
Danny Syme about an important project which the American Jewish 
Committee is planning to undertake, and I am writing to you 
to solicit the Union's cooperation. 

The AJC, as many other Jewish organizations and individuals, is 
concerned about the growing polarization and divisiveness in the 
Jewish community. As a non-religious organization, we feel a 
responsibility to attempt to bring together a select group of lay 
leaders of the various Jewish religious groups for a dialog. The 
uniqueness of our approach is in limiting the dialog participants 
to lay leaders who· have some knowledge and clout in their respective 
groups. 

Our plan is to begin the dialog on what all Jews have in common and 
then move to areas of difference. 

We have gathered some background material on these issues and 
commissioned a background paper. All this material will of course 
be made available to the participants. 

We have also appointed one of our national leaders, Alfred Moses of 
Washington, who is a distinguished attorney, and combines a rare, 
intimate knowledge of Judaism with leadership abilities, to serve 
as facilitator of this dialog. 

We wish to invite between three and five lay leaders from each of 
the Jewish religious groups ad personam and not as official represen
tatives of their respective groups. Nevertheless, we wish to inform 

HOWARD I FRIEDMAN , President ■ ■ DAVID M. GORDIS, Executive Vice-President 
THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chair, Board of Governors ■ ALFRED H. MOSES, Chair. National Execuf1ve Council ■ ROBERTS JACOBS, Chair. Board of Trustees ■ 
EDWARD E ELSON , Treasurer ■ SHIRLEY M. SZABAD, Secretary ■ DAVID H. PEIREZ, Associate Treasurer ■ AITA E. HAUSER, Chair, Executive Comm11tee ■ 
Honorary Presidents: MORAIS B. ABRAM , ARTHUR J. GOLDBERG , PHILIP E HOFFMAN , RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L. WINTER , MAYNARD I. WISHNER ■ Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN , 
MARTIN GANG. RUTH A. GOODARD, ANDREW GOODMAN , RAYMOND F KAAVIS, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWALD ■ MAX M FISHER, Honorary Chair, National Executive Council ■ 
Executive Vice-Presidents Emeriti : JOHN SLAWSON , BERTRAM H. GOLD ■ V1ce-Pres1dents : NORMAN E. ALEXANDER, Westchester; HOWARD A GILBERT. Chicago: ALAN C. GREENBERG , New York: 
ROBERT H. HAINES, New York: CHARLOTTE G. HOLSTEIN , Syracuse; ANN P KAUFMAN , Houston: ROBERT L PELZ , Westchester; IDELLE RABIN , Dallas; BAUCE M. RAMER , Los Angeles: 
DAVID F SQUIRE, Boston; RICHARD L. WEISS, Los Angeles ■ 
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each of the groups about this undertaking and solicit their cooperation 
by suggesting names of leaders to be invited to participate in the 
co 11 oquoi um. 

This is a serious project, and we will appreciate your help. 

Best wishes for a good summer, and warmest personal regards. 

YR:JG 

Cor¼i l ?', ;J. 
~~ 

Yeh da Rosenman, Director 
Jewish Communal Affairs Department 



. 
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Dr. feorge E. Gruer, 
Di re c t o r , f,, i d c! 1 e Ea s t A ff a i rs 
Tte hmEricar. Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
New York, N.Y. 10022 

Dear Georg ; 

April 14, 1981 

Thank you for se nding me th e confidential memo on the meeting with the Turkish Foreign Minister. I appreciate your thoughtfulness. 

I think you were foolish to go against your doctor's instructions, but I do hope it did not cause any major problem. I hope that you have been granted a refuah shlema and that you have recovered from vour bout with the flu. I'm feelino much better, and while I feel badly about missing the meeting in Washington, your presence, after all, ~<1as much more important than was my own. 

With repeated thanks and best wishes for a swwet Peaach, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



The GAn1erican Gjewrish Cotntnittee 
Institute of Human Relations • 165 East 56 Street, New York, N.V. 10022 • 212/751-4000. Cable Wishcom, N.V. 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President, Union of American 

Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alexander: 

April 13, 1981 

I was very· sorry that you were struck with a virus and were unable to 
attend the Washington meeting with the Turkish Foreign Minister. I had 
assumed you were stuck in traffic either in the air or on the ground. 
This is what we told the Turkish Foreign Minister since we had not heard 
from you by phone. • 

I am enclosing a summary of the meeting, which I hope you will find of 
interest. 

Parenthetically, I was told by my own doctor on Wednesday to go to bed 
for a week since I had bronchitis and the flu, but I violatid doctor's 
orders and went to Washington on Friday. In any case, I have a clear 
conscience that I was not the cause of your virus. I hope none of the 
other participants became ill. 

Kind regards and best wishes for a happy and healthy Pesach. 

GEG/el 
enc. 

s~ ~ 
George E. Gr en, Ph. D. 
Director, Middle East Affairs 

/?S. J ~ .. ~ j~~;¢~·/4U 
~ ~4~~;;u~ 
~ ~- tt·~ 

MAYNARD I. WISHNER, President ■ ■ BERTRAM H. GOLD, Exe~e V1ce-Presi~ent JJ 
HOWARD I. FRIEDMAN. Chairman, Board of Governors ■ THEODORE ELLENOFF, Chairman, National Executive Council ■ GERARD WEINSTOCK, Chairman, Board of Trustees • 

ROBERT L PELZ, Treasurer ■ MERVIN H. RISEMAN, Secretary ■ ELAINE PETSCHEK, Associate Treasurer ■ Honorary Presidents MORRIS B. ABRAM, ARTH J GOLOB RG , ¥ 
PHILIP E. HOFFMAN, RICHARD MAASS, ELMER L WINTER . ■ Honorary Vice-Presidents: NATHAN APPLEMAN, RUTH R. GODDARD, ANDREW GOODMAN, JAMES MARSHALL, WILLIAM ROSENWAL( 

■ MAX M. FISHER, Honorary Chairman, National Executive Council ■ MAURICE GLINERT, Honorary Treasurer ■ JOHN SLAWSON, Executive V1ce-Pres1dent Emeritus ■ 

Vice-Presidents: STANFORD M. ADELSTEIN, Rapid City, S.D.; MORTON K. BLAUSTEIN, Baltimore; ROBERT D. GRIES, Cleveland ; DAVID HIRSCHHORN , Baltimore; MILES JAFFE, Detroi • / 1 

HARRIS L KEMPNER, JR., Galveston; HAMILTON M. LOEB, JR., Chicago ; JOHN H. STEINHART, San Francisco; EMILY W. SUNSTEIN, Philadelphia; GEORGE M. SZABAD, Westcheste • 

ELISE D. WATERMAN, New York ■ ~ i 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

date Apri 1 4, 1981 

to Foreign Affairs Department 

from George E. Gruen 

subject Meeting with Turkish Foreign Minister 

C- 0- N-F- I-D- E- N- T- I-A-L 

Background: During the past months Turkey took several steps to lower the 
level of official relations with Israel, including the closing of the consulate 
general in Jerusalem and the reduction in the level of diplomatic representatives 
to a second secretary. (For details see my paper Turkey After the Military Coup.) 
Harry Hurwitz, Israel's Minister of Information in Washington, raised this problem 
at a meeting of Jewish professionals convened by the President~ Conference about 
a month ago as among the priority issues for the American Jewish community to 
deal with as it saw appropriate. About two weeks ago Yehuda Hellman told me 
that the Turkish Foreign Minister was arriving in Washington on March 30 and 
asked me to try to set up a small meeting with him for the Presidents' Conference 
and AJC. 

After phone calls and correspondence with the Turkish Embassy, the meeting 
was set for Friday morning, April 4, 1981 at 10 AM at the Embassy. The ground 
rules were that the meeting was to be off-the-record, the fact of the meeting 
itself not to be publicized, and the Jewish delegation to be limited to four 
or five persons to facilitate a full and frank discussion. The Jewish participants 
met at 9 AM at the AJC Washington office to review the points we wished to cover 
and our tactics on handling sensitive issues, such as the Greek-Turkish dispute 
and the Turkish concern over Armenian efforts to have the Holocaust Commission 
broadened to deal with Armenian charges of "genocide" during World War I. (See 
Hy Bookbinder's memo to me. Fortunately, the latter subject did not come up.) 

The Jewish participants were Alfred Moses and myself for the American 
Jewish Committee, and Jack Spitzer and Harren Eisenberg of B'nai B'rith Inter
national . (Spitzer's inclusion had been suggested by the Turkish Embassy, since 
he had separately requested a meeting with the Foreign Minister through the 
State Department.) Rabbi Alexander Schindler, past chairman of the Presidents' 
Conference, who had been designated by Squadron and Hellman to represent the 
Conference and who had assured me the previous night by phone that he would 
definitely be there--although he might be a few mi nutes late to the 9 AM brief
ing--failed to appear. 

Meeting with Foreign Minister 11 ter Turkmen 

Foreign Minister Turkmen was accompanied by ~ukru Elekdag, the Turkish 
Ambassador to the United States, and Mithat Balkan, councillor at the Embassy. 
The meeting was held in an elegant upstairs sitting room of the Embassy, a large 
French-style mansion with some Middle Eastern motifs. The meeting lasted over 
45 minutes and was generally conducted in a friendly atmosphere. I detected 
a trace of nervousness in the Foreign Minister at one point, although he tended 
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to be more soft-spoken than the more direct, at times almost brusque, Ambassador. 

After introducing the group, Moses noted that we recognized Turkey's im
portance as a strategic ally of the U. S. We also appreciated that Turkey had 
been the first state in the region to recognize Israel and that historically 
Turkey had welcomed the Jewish exiles from Spain. Foreign Minister Turkmen 
said that he did not know of any problem facing the Turkish Jewish minority, 
whom he estimated as numbering 30,000. • 

He added that there was also a Vonme community, whose members were well edu
cated and influential. (The Vonme derive from Jewish supporters of Shabbetai Zvi 
who ostensibly embraced Islam.) After discussion of the fact that there were 
large Jewish and Vonme communities in Salonika, the birthplace of Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk, which had led to some speculation that even AtatUrk may have had some 
Jewish connection, Turkmen said that the majority of the city had, in fact, been 
Moslem, adding that if the principle of self-determination had been applied then, 

the city would have remained Turkish and not become part of Greece. I noted 
that self-determination was a principle which was quite selectively and uneven-
ly applied, depending on whose interests were involved. (I had in mind the dis
crepancy between Turkey's championing of Palestinian self-determination, while 
fiercely opposing any separatist national movement among the Kurds today or 
the Armenians earlier. For obvious reasons, I refrained from any explicit mention 

of either group.) 

-·, · 

Having spent a few minutes on peripheral matters while waiting vainly for 
Schindler to join us, Moses then asked the Foreign Minister to begin with any general 

comment he wished to make. Mr. Turkmen said that Israel had not been helpful 
and that the Jerusalem law in particular had not only excited the Arabs, but had 
even inflamed the Turkish populace. He added that Turkey faced great difficulties 

with its Islamic neighbors because it was the only country to maintain relations 
with Israel. When I asked, "what about Egypt?" Ambassador Elekdag interjected, 
"Sadat did it to get back Sinai . 11 Turkmen said that despite their frequent dis
agreements, it was easier for the Arab states to reconcile with one another, wh i le 
Turkish-Arab relations were long and more 11 controversial . 11 

He recalled that Turkey had voted against partition at the UN but in 1949 
recognized Israel as a fact. Since .then Turkey had been working for a negotiated 
settlement. Turkey had stayed out of direct involvement in the Arab-Israel con
flict. Just as in a controversy between a father and a mother, taking one side 
risks antagonizing both, so Turkey had tried to be balanced in its approach. He 
said that in his speeches at the UN and elsewhere he always stressed the right of 
every state in the Middle East to live in peace and security and sometimes ex
plicitly mentioned Israel. 

I said that while this was so in the past, in reports of recent statements 
by Turkish officials which I had seen, such as that made by the Prime Minister 
at the Taif Islamic Summit Conference, the Turkish representative had supported 
the Arab demands explicitly and in detail, without explicitly calling on the 
Arabs to make peace with Israel. In view of the fact that the Taif Summit in
cluded a call for jihad, the public might be left with the impression that Turk
ish participation represented a fundamental shift in position. 

He responded that conferences such as that at Taif reflect only a general 
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consensus and many delegations went out of their way to interpret jihad not as 
a holy war, but as a more general struggle by political and economic means. 
Jurkey was for peaceful settlement of all disputes, including the Arab-Israel 
conflict. We should understand that Turkey is constantly criticized by the Arabs, 
"why do you have better rel at ions with Israel than Spain or Greece, which are 
Christian European countries?! 11 He added that he had read that Israel was at
tempting to get Spain to establish relations in view of Spain's entry into the 
EEC. We added that the same was true with regard to Greece. 

Turkmen said that he did not like the letter from the 69 U. S. Senators 
criticizing Turkey for lowering the level of relations with Israel. He said 
such public pressure was the wrong tactic. He preferred quiet, frank dia
logue, such as the one we were having. He added that Turkey also continued to 
have a dialogue with Israel. He added wryly that "you have a strong pressure 
group within Turkey as well, we received quite a lot of criticism" for the down
grading of relations. He then added that it was probably healthy to have this 
pressure to keep a balance within Turkey against pressures in the other direction. 
(He was apparently alluding to the pro-Islamic and pan-Islamic sentiment in some 
circles in Turkey.) 

Elekdag said that he in fact maintained good contacts in Washington with 
Messrs. Eisenberg, Amitai (who had been head ofAIPAC), and Bookbinder. But, 
he said, the Jewish community could do more to help Turkey. He had the impression 
that the American Jewish community was supporting the Greeks. We had expected 
this reaction and as per our briefing meeting, Al Moses proceeded to point out 
that while a few individual Jewish legislators may have supported Greece, large-
ly because of many constituents of Greek ancestry, others supported aid to Turkey. 
But more importantly, despite the public support offered by American Greek ethnic 
groups to Israel, especially during the Yorn Kippur ~Jar, the organized Jewish 
community resisted their demands for support over Cyprus and other issues on a basis 
of reciprocity. Jack Spitzer confirmed that to his knowledge, no major Jewish 
organization had taken a partisan position on the Greco-Turkish dispute. The 
reason was that we were sensitive to Turkish concerns as well. 

It was becoming increasingly difficult for us, however, to explain to 
the American Jewish community and to the general public -- which strongly sup
ports Israel and the Camp David peace process -- that Turkey is a friend of 
Israel in view of recent Turkish statements and actions which appear one-sidedly 
pro-Arab. Spitzer noted that before the meeting Mr. Balkan had told us that 
the Foreign Minister was to speak at Princeton and other public forums. It 
would be helpful if he could reiterate there the balanced approach that he had 
previously used at the UN. Mr. Turkmen replied that there was no difficulty 
at all in saying that Turkey favored the right of every state in the Middle 
East to live in peace and security. He not only said this but in fact believed 
it to be true. We pressed him to make the reference to Israel explicit. Moses 
added that he hoped Turkish officials would say this also to their Arab and 
Islamic friends with whom they met. Turkmen assured us that in face he did do so. 

Ambassador Elekdag said that we had to understand that Turkey needed to 
cultivate the friendship of the Islamic countries. Moreover, Turkey since 
1950 had become a multi-party democracy and an "information society," by which 
he meant free press and public debate. Despite a basic commitment to the 
principle of secularism the Turkish population was Moslem and their Islamic 
sensitivities had to be understood. As regards relations with Israel, it was 
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in Israel's interest to have a strong Turkey on her northern flank. Eisenber g 
said we also recognized this and supported the concept of cooperation for mutual 
interest, e.g. against terrorism, subversion, Soviet expansion, in the region, 
among Egypt, Israel, Turkey, and other countries as long as this was not at 
Israel's expense. 

Elekdag went on to acknowledge that Tu r key also saw a value in Israel and 
in fact cooperated in various qu iet ways. He mentioned that when he served 
in the Foreign Ministry in Ankara he would have many friendly contacts with 
Shmuel Divon. At one time Divon tearfully told him the Jewish people would 
never forget Turkey's help on behalf of Syrian Jews who managed to cross the 
border. Divan, he said, had promised to tell the American Jewish organizations 
and Elekdag wanted to know whether we had received such a letter. I replied 
that we knew what Turkey had been doing and were grateful. Foreign Minister 
Turkmen interjected to urge that we not make this public. I assured him that 
in our backgrounders on Syrian Jewry we carefully omitted any reference to 
Turkey. He added that some Arab officials had questioned him in Saudi Arabia 
about Turkey's help to Syrian Jews and he made believe he did not know anything 
about the subject. Al Moses quoted Ed Muskie's advice that sometimes the best 
policy is silence. 

Elekdag added that while Turkey had been compelled "to make a gesture", 
El Al and Turkish airlines continued to fly between Istanbul and Ben Gurion 
airport, and the Israeli consulate continued to function normally. Both he 
and Foreign Minister Turkmen stressed that it was in our interest to help 
Turkey become a "robust and fl ouri shi ng II country. Once Turkey achieved this 
it would not be susceptible to pressures. We said we all wished Turkey well 
and expressed our thanks to the Foreign Minister for the opportunity of meeting 
with him. 

(Afterwards I asked the ambassador, to whom I had conveyed regards from a 
mutual friend in Istanbul, for copies of the Foreign Minister's speeches, 
which he promised to provide. Elekdag added that I should understand that 
the Foreign Minister was not as free as he might wish to be to discuss the 
details of Turkish-Israeli relations.) 

GEG/el 

cc: Hyman Bookbinder 
Bert Gold 
Yehuda Hellman 
Abe Karl i kow 
Al Moses 
M. B. Resnikoff 
Maynard Wi shner 
Warren Eisenberg 
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THE MINISTER POR FOREIGN l\f'Fl\IRS 

H.E. 1LTER 'l'URKMEN 

H.E. 1lter 'l'lirkmen, a car('c)r diplomat, has been 

named as the Minister for Foreign l\ffuirs in the n e w 

Turkish Government formed by 11.E. ni.ilcnt. Ulusu. 

Mr. TUrkmen was recently appointed th~ Se c reta r y 

General of the Ministry of Foreign l\ff~irs. J11st prior 

to his appointment he had served as the Spec ia 1 Rcp:rcsen t (1 ti ve 

of the Secreta ry-Genera l of t:hc, lln it cd Na Lion s , for 

Humanitarian Affairs in South Eilsl ~si~. 

The Minister for Fondgn Affairs of 'J'urh~y v1as born 

in !stanbul in 1927, and is a graduate of the presL igious 

Calatasar.-:iy Lycee in 1sL:rnbul and l.h1..• :;cl,ool of l'o]iUc,1l 

Science of the University of l\nk.::ir-a. Upon gr.:idu.it.ion from 

the University, he joined the Minislry for r•·or.eiqn l\f fair s 

as a Third Secretary. He served af; Third, ~-;econ<.1 and F lrs t 

Secretary and Counsellor at the Pcrm,rnent Turk l:·;h Missions 

to tho North Atlantic Treaty Orga11isation and to the United 

Nations and at the Turkish Embassic.)~; in Ca i.ro and Wc:Jshi.ng ton. 

In 1 964 he w,i s appointed Di rector G<310.ral of the 

Poli ti cal Planning Group in the Mi.n ir; try nnd in 1 9 n 7 th8 

Assistant Secretary General for PoUti.cul Affai rs. lie 

served as Turkey's Ambassa<lor to Greece from 1968 to 1972 

and to Soviet Union from 1972 to 197S when he was appointed 

to be Turkey's Permanent Rcprcsc:-ntativc t o the United 

Nations, where he sta yed unt Jl 1978. 

Mr. Ti.irkmen is mar ried .:ind h.::i.s two children. 



Dr. George Gruen 
Arnerlcan Jewish Committee 
165 East 56 Street 
Mew York, N.Y. 

Dear George: 

April 6, 1981 

I am awfully sorry that I wasn't able to make the Washington 
meeting, but a virus whic~ circulated in my family this past 
week finally caught ur wi~h me and laid me lww. I cancelled 
not only you but several other i~portant meetings. I trust 
you understand that it is only the most dire of circumstances 
which kept rne from being with you. 

I would appreciate it if you would drop me a line and let me 
know how thin9s went. 

Again MY apologies. All the very best. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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165 East 56 Street, New York, N. Y. 10022 - Plaza 1-4000. Ext. 266 
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TURKEY AFTER THE MILITARY COUP: 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING THE TURKISH JEWISH COMMUNITY 

AND TURKISH-ISRAELI RELATIONS* 

by Dr. George E. Gruen 

(Director, Middle East Affairs , American Jewish Committee 
and Associate, Columbia Universi ty Seminar on the Middle East) 

Geographically situated on the crossroads between Europe and Asia, 
the Black Sea and the Mediterranean , Turkey has had its history inter
twined with both the Jewish and Arab peoples. While Jews have lived 
in Turkey since antiquity, the largest influx occurred after 1492 when 
Sultan Bayezid II openly welcomed the Jews expelled from Spain and 
Portugal. In 1517 the Turks conquered the Holy Land and for the next 
four centuries the Ottoman Empire ruled most of the Arab Middle East 
and North Africa. The position of the Jews in Turkey can be fully 
understood only against this historical background and within the 
broader social, economic and political context. 

11 I feel that we are sitting on a volcano, 11 is the way a prominent 
leader of the Jewish community of Istanbul described the situation in 
Turkey when I spoke with him toward the end of February 1980. He quick
ly added that hefelt particularly uneasy not primarily because he was 
a Jew but because he was a member of the upper middle class. He was 
fearful that Turkey might descend into chaos and mob violence unless 
the new government of Prime Minister Suleyman Demirel succeeded in curb
ing the rising wave of political terrorism and the government 1 s auster
ity measures brought about a rapid improvement in the country 1 s desper
ate economic situation. 

At 2 AM on September 12, residents of Ankara were awakened by the 
rumble of tanks. 7he volcano had erupted. Top Turkish military officers, 
headed by Gene ral Kenan Evren, chief of the General Staff, seized power, 
took the political leaders into custody, dissolved parliament and placed 
the entire country under martial law . A large-scale roundup of left-
wing and right-wing extremists was undertaken. The top officers formed 
a National Security Council of which Evren was named president. He also 
assumed the position of acting Head of State. The leaders of the junta 
promised a return to democracy once order had been restored and the 
necessary constitutional changes had been made to prevent future abuses. 

*Originally prepared for the Fifth International Conference on Medi
terranean Studies, Bar Ilan University, Ramat Gan, Israel, August 5-7, 
1980, this paper has been substantially revised and expanded to examine 
the significance of the military intervention of September 12, 1980 and 
the recent down-grading of the level of Turkey 1 s diplomatic relations 
with Israel. 
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ractors Leading to the Military Takeover 

The army's action was not completely unexpected. In a paper de
livered at a conference of the Foreign Policy Research Institute in May 
1980, I noted: 1 

The army, which twice before (in 1960 and 1971) intervened 
briefly when Turki sh democracy appeared endangered, earlier 
this year pointedly appealed to the leading parties to bury 
their differences and to cooperate in confronting the na
tion's economic problems, the escalating terrorism, and the 
threats of anarchy and ethnic secession . 

Indeed, on the economic front the picture remained grim. Although 
the government had managed to receive several billion dollars in new 
.credits and loans . from .the Dnited States, Western European countries and ._ 
the International Monetary Fund, Turkey's foreign debt rose to some $16 
billion, and unemployment increased to about 25 percent. The government's 
belt-tightening program -- involving the ending of subsidies for many 
products -- while beneficial in the long term, brought increased hardship 
in the short term. Consumer prices soared over 100 percent and workers' 
wages did not keep pace. Strikes proliferated.2 

While the foreign aid was sees as a vote of confidence in the 
Demirel Government's austerity program, Turgut Ozal, Turkey's chief eco
nomic planner, pointed out that much of the aid pledged in the previous 
years had not become available because of donor restrictions and bureau
cratic delays. As a New York Times editorial stressed: 11This year's of
ferings will work only if they stimulate large sums also from the I. M. F., 
the World Bank, the Common Mark3t, the OPEC countries and, one hopes, 
private lenders and investors." 

A crucial factor compounding Turkey's economic problems was the 
doubling of world oil prices following the Iranian revolution. This 
meant that the cost of Turkey's oil imports alone exceeded all of Turkey's 
exports. During several months in the winter of 1979-1980 schools 
were closed for lack of heat and many persons were ill with pneumonia . 
Even in the coffee shop of the Istanbul Hilton there was no coffee but 
only tea served. (In the past I had brought instant coffee from the U. S. 
to friends in Israel, this time a Turkish o.f.a.h in Jerusalem asked me to 
take high priced coffee from Israel to her parents in Istanbul.) The 
grim joke in Turkey was that the country was going to change its name to 
Yow;t,an -- yak. being the Turkish word for 11 there isn't any. 11 

On the domestic political front the government of Prine Minister 
Demirel failed to develop a clear working majority. Demirel had become 
Prime Minister on November 12, 1979 after Bulent Ecevit, leader of the 
Republican People's Party (RPP), the other main centrist party, stepped 
down following the loss of five seats in the October by-elections. 
Demi rel 's Justice Party controlled 185 seats, 41 short of a majority in 
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the 450 member Assembly. The logical solution would have been a govern
ment of national unity with the RPP. But long-standing personal animosity 
and policy differences between Demirel and Ecevit prevented their co
operation. Consequently the government was dependent upon th~ tenuous and 
ideologically dangerous support of two small extremist parties, the pro
Islamic National Salvation Party (NSP) and the right-wing pan-Turkic and 
neo-fascist National Action Party (NAP). 

One consequence of the political stalemate was that much needed 
legislation was deferred . Most notable was the failure of the National 
Assembly, despite well over 100 ballots, to elect a President of the Re
public to succeed Fahri Koruturk, whose seven-year term of office expired 
on April 6, 1980. 

With regard to the fight against terrorism, the government had man
aged to smash some terrorist groups, but violence continued to increase, 
and the uni vers i tfes, the· tracfe unions, and · even the pol ice were i ntrea·s, n·g
ly polarized between leftist and rightist elements. Ecevit, whose Republican 
People's Party was moving -left of center, charged that Demi rel was arrest-
ing only terrorists of the left and giving a free hand to right-wing ter
rorists, who had been clandestinely funded by the rightist National Action 
Party. Demirel vehemently denied the charge, adding that when Ecevit had 
been in power he had tended to be too soft toward leftist groups.4 

Terrorist violence continued to escalate, with as many as 20 persons 
killed a day. In his speech to the nation explaining the coup on September 
12, General Evren noted that "terro r has claimed 5,241 lives in the last 
two yea rs . 11 5 • • 

But these processes of economic difficulty, political dissension and 
terrorist violence had been continuing for quite soire time. Why did the 
army pick September 12 to intervene? What was the incident that finally 
convinced the reluctant military that they could wait no longer but had to 
intervene to "protect and defend the Turkish Republic" against "treacherous 
ideological and physical attack against its existence, its political system 
and its independence through the provocation of external and internal enemies"·? 6 

The Last Straw: The Kanya Rally 

The answer to this question is of special significance for understand
ing the position of the Jewish community in Turkey. According to knowledge
able observers, the incident that "triggered" the military coup was a massive 
rally held in Kanya on September 6 where religious fanatics shouted slogans 
for the abolition of secularism in Turkey. Ostensibly, the march was called 
to protest against Israel's Knesset decision proclaiming unified Jerusalem 
as Israel's eternal capital. 

But the demonstration, officially described as "Jerusalem Liberation 
Day, 11 went much further. The rally was addressed by -Islamic fundamentalist 



-4-

Necmettin Erbakan, leader of the National Salvation Party, who called on 
Turkey to break all diplomatic relations with Israel and urged all Moslems 
"to liberate Jerusalem." Ignoring the fact that Israel was in the midst 
of withdrawing from Sinai, Erbakan charged that Israel intended to annex 
all the territory "from the Nile to the Euphrates" and even sought to 
seize parts of Turkish Anatolia! 

The rally quickly took on an overtly anti-Semitic tone: "A seven
year old child, dressed in traditionalist costumes, marched carrying a . 
banner which said: 1death to the Jews. 111 Another banner proclaimed: 
11 0ne branch of Zionism is capitalism, the other is ColTlllunism." The 
demonstration ended with the burning of the Israeli, American and Soviet 
flags. 7 (This symbolized that for Erbakan, as for Ayatollah Khomeini, 
the three great Satans which Islam had to confront were Israel, the U. S. 
and the Soviet Union.) 

Relations with Israel: Issue in Turkish Domestic Politics 

Turkish Jews were naturally disturbed over the anti-Semitic tone 
of Erbakan 1 s appeal. Yet there was nothing particularly new in his call 
for the breaking of relations with Israel or his blaming of all of Turkey's 
economic problems on "international Zionism." He had made similar charges 
while on a visit to Pakistan in December 1979, where he had also called 
for establishment of a Moslem United Nations and an Islamic Corrmon Market. 8 
The desire for improved relations with the Moslem world and particularly 
with the oil producing countries among them was not inconsistent with 
the Turkish Government's own policy. Moreover, most persons in Turkey -
including some in the Jewish colTlllunity -- had previously not taken Erbakan 
too seriously, noting that his party commanded only 22 seats out of the 
450 in the Turkish National Assembly. They also tended to dismiss as 
publicity stunts his complaints that Turkish Airlines flew to Tel Aviv 
and . not to Mecca, and his printing up of imitation Turkish banknotes with 
pictures of then Prime Minister Demirel and main opposition leader Bulent 
Ecevit wearing Moshe-Dayan type eyepatches -- to dramatize his allegation 
that they were both tools of Israel. 

However, in the days before the Kanya rally Erbakan demonstrated 
that he was able to use his swing vote power in parliament to challenge 
the basic foreign policy orientation of the Demirel government. As a 
first step to toppling the government, the National Salvation Party on 
August 28 introduced a motion of censure against Foreign Minister Hay
rettin Erkmen, charging that his pro-European and anti-Islamic policies 
were damaging to Turkey 1 s national interests. NSP Deputy Recai Kutan 
from Malatya demanded that "all relations with Israel, political as well 
as economic be immediately severed. 11 9 

Earlier on the same day the Turkish Foreign Ministry announced 
that Turkey had decided to close down its consulate general in Jerusalem 
"because of the fait accompli which Israel tried to create regarding the 
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legal status of Jerusalem. 11 This followed upon Turkey's action on July 
31 to recall its charge d'affaires from Tel Aviv "for consultations" as 
a sign of protest over the Knesset law. 10 

Former Turkish Defense Minister Hasan Ii,k (RPP-Istanbul) called 
the decision to close the consulate "a mistake both politically and 
diplomatically," because the consulate general, which dated back to the 
days of the Ottoman Empire, was not a diplomatic mission accredited 
to the Israel Government. UN Security Council Resolution 478 of 
August 20 had called upon member states to withdraw only their~
lomatic missions from Jerusalem, and Turkey had never approved of the 
annexation of Jerusalem, as proven by the maintenance of the legation 
in Tel Aviv. 11 

If, as many suspected, the government had hoped to placate Er
bakan by closing down the Jerusalem consulate, this ploy failed. Erk
men had tried to defend himself .by stressing that he was not _following· 
personal policies but carrying out those of his government, "based on 
Turkey's traditional values and Ataturk's principles." He pointed out 
that Turkey had been the first country to stand against Israel's action 
on Jerusalem, adding that under his government, "Turkey's relations 
with the Islamic world had reached unprecedented levels." 12 

On September 3 Erbakan submitted a formal no-confidence motion 
against Foreign Minister Erkmen, charging in;te~ a.Li.a that Turkey's 
failure to break off relations with Israel damaged Turkey's relations 
with the Moslem world, that his efforts to have Turkey join the European 
Economic Community would separate Turkey from the Islamic world and 
make it a province of Christian Europe, that the government had failed 
to support Iran and Afghanistan sufficiently at Islamic Conferences and 
had offered too many concessions to Greece regarding Turkish interests 
in the Aegean and Western Thrace. 13 

On September 5 Erkmen was ousted in a no-confidence vote by 231 
votes to 2. The NSP was joined by Ecevit's Republican People's Party 
and , five independents. Demirel 's Justice Party and the right-wing 
National Action Party had boycotted the session in a vain attempt to 
prevent a quorqm. 

The very next day, Saturday, September 6, Erbakan addressed a 
massive rally in Kanya, a fundamentalist Islamic stronghold noted for 
its 407 mosques, and declared that the ouster of Erkmen was "a historic 
and important decision" and marked the beginning of his party's suc
cessful struggle to end "the false Western mentality" that ruled in 
Turkey. 14 

The massive rally in Konya in which some 40,000 persons partici
pated, was the final straw. Yavuz Tolun, the editor of Briefing, a 
newsweekly published in Ankara, headlined his report "The Kanya 
Rally -- a direct threat to AtatUrk's Republic," and went on to re-
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port that "the rally sent shivers up the spines of even many right of 
center Turks. Under a mighty banner proclaiming the greatness of Allah 
in Arabic, Necmettin Erbakan and the leading figures of the NSP marched 
through the streets of Kanya." Other posters openly cal led for a re
turn to a theocratic Islamic state based on the ShaJLi.a.15 

To symbolize the total rejection of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk and the 
secular republic he had founded, some posters even called for moving 
the capital of the country from the modern center AtatUrk had built in 
Ankara to Kanya, which had been the spiritual and temporal capital of 
the Seljuk Turks some 800 years ago! 

To add insult to injury, thousands of demonstrators repo1Gedly 
"sat on the ground while the national anthem was being sung." This 
was a blatant public act of defiance of the Turkish Republic. The pre
vious week Erbakan had been conspicuous by his absence from the annual 
Victory Day ceremonies held on August 30 at the Ataturk Mausoleum. When 
questioned by the press about this, he gave the evasive answer that he 
was "neither against nor on the side of August 30, but right inside it." 
This irritated Chief of the General Staff Kenan Evren sufficiently to de
mand that "NSP leader Erbakan must prove with his actions" where he 
stood. 17 Evren made it clear that the answer was not simply a matter 
of his personal curiosity but one which deeply concerned the Turkish 
armed forces, the guardians of AtatUrk's reforms, when he told the semi
official Anatolia Agency: "Is Necmettin Erbakan against 30 August [Victory 
Day] or not? I want to know. The Chief of the General Staff wants to know·." 18 

There also had been rumors that Erbakan was receiving financial 
support from foreign Islamic sources, including Libya and Saudi Arabia. 
The presence of foreign representatives at the Kanya rally from Libya, 
Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, the Sudan, Pakistan and the Palestine Libera
tion Organization strengthened the concern among the Turkish military 
that these foreign elements were working with Erbakan to undermine 
Turkey's secularism and its fundamental ties with the United States and 
NATO. These fears were further heightened when Erbakan flew off to 
London the following day as the guest of a National Salvation Party 
affiliate in Britain. He was ceremoniously greeted at Heathrow Air
port by officials of the Islamic Council of Europe. 19 

Army Reasserts Secularist Principle 

General Evren, the leader of the military takeover, is typical 
of the generation of army officers who were raised with a spirit of 
sacred mission to protect the basic principles of the Turkish Republic 
as established by Kemal Ataturk. Evren, 62, graduated from the mili
tary academy in 1938, the year Ataturk died. A cardinal principle of 
"Kemalism" has been secularism. This grew out of a firm belief that 
the decline and military defeat of the Ottoman Empire grew out of its 
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association with the backward Arab countries and with fatalistic Islamic 
fundamentalism. The new Turkey, they believed, could only succeed if 
it transformed itself into a modern nation-state with close ties to the 
Western world. 

In a communique issued to the armed services early on the morning 
of the coup, Evren called upon them to uphold 11 AtatUrk 1 s principles" 
and to wage an unrelenting struggle against "anarchy, terrorism and 
division, and against communist, fascist and fanatical religious ideo
logies ... " 20 

In a message broadcast to the Turkish people, General Evren de
cl a red: 21 

Despite the fact that our constitution clearly states 
that Turkish citizens cannot be criticized because ~f their 
religious beliefs, our political parties ... have considered 
it beneficial to incite sectarian differences ... and have 
incited our citizens to massacre each other for the sake 
of political interests. It has been forgotten that all 
who live within the borders of the Turkish Republic and 
who consider themselves Turkish citizens form the Turkish 
nation as one body. 

This statement was certainly reassuring to the Jewish community 
of Turkey, which today numbers only around 20,000, out of an overwhelm
ingly Moslem population of 45,000,000. The majority of Turkey's Moslems 
are Sunni, but there is a sizable minority of Shi 'ites of the Alevi 
sect, variously estimated at between 10 and 25 percent of the Moslem 
population. Until recently under the Turkish Republic the various 
Moslem sects also coexisted peacefully. However, a few years ago a 
wave of violent clashes broke out along sectarian lines in several 
towns and villages in Anatolia. Adding to the traditional familial 
and tribal rivalries, social and economic class differences played a 
role, with the Shi'ites tending to be from the poorer elements, who 
became susceptible to communist ideology as Turkey's economy deterior
ated. 

Another divisive influence has come from the spread of funda
mentalist Islamic revival movements in the Arab world ranging from the 
Moslem Brotherhood operating secretly in neighboring Syria to the 
peculiar mi xture of socialism .and Islamic revolution proclaimed by 
Qaddafi in Libya . The rise of Ayatollah Khomeini to power in Iran has 
also had a measure of spillover influence on some traditionally re
ligious Turks, especially Shi'ites living in the eastern provinces 
near Iran. But more important, the fact that the Ayatollah had suc
cessfully overthrown the pro-Western, American-supported Shah, whose 
father Reza Shah had consciously taken Ataturk as his model to emu-
late in bringing Iran into the 20th century, served to embolden persons 
such as Erbakan to think that the Kemalist reforms could be undone even 
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in Turkey itself. 

The mi'litary junta that seized power withtn a week of the Konya demonstration quickly made it absolutely clear that Turkey was not Iran and that neither a Khomeini nor a Qaddafi had any place within the Turkish political system. 

On the day of the coup all major political leaders and some 100 members of parliament were pl aced in 11 protecti ve custody. 11 Ex-prime ministers Demirel and Ecevit together with their wives were kept in a luxury seaside resort hotel, where they had a chance to reflect upon the cost of their past bitter rivalry! Although barred from engaging in political activity and stripped of their parliamentary immunity they and most of the other parliamentarians were soon released. 
But this was not the.fate of Necmettin Erbakan. He was held by the Ankara Martial Law Command to face charges of violating Article No. 163 of the Turkish Penal Code, namely of 11 establishing and lead-ing an organization dedicated to basing the state on religious principles, which is in violation of the Constitutional principle of secularism. 11 He and leading members of his party were also charged with "violating the law on rallies and marches, with possession of explosives and weapons and with destroying incriminatory evidence. 11 22 

On February 24, 1981 the state prosecutor requested a prison term of 14 to 36 years for Erbakan and 33 of his followers, including 17 former members of parliament.23 

Right-Wing National Action Party Banned 

The other Turkish political leader who was harshly dealt with by . the military junta is General Alpaslan Turke~, the leader of the rightwing National Action Party. As a young army officer in the military junta that took over in a bloodless coup in:1960, TUrke~ advocated installing an authoritarian military regime under what his critics re-gard as a form of fascism. The majority of the army leaders, however, favored returning pow·er to the civilian authorities after trying the leaders of the previous regime for unlawful actions and after drafting of a constitution that explicitly spelled out basic civil and human rights and contained other safeguards against anti-democratic measures. 24 

The NAP increased its strength from three percent of the vote in 1973 to six percent in 1977 and controlled 17 seats in the Assembly before the September 12 coup. TUrke~ denied that he was a fascist and maintained that he was simply a nationalist and anti-Communist, who believes in discipline, self-sacrifice and strong personal leadership. He even tried to reassure leaders of the Jewish community that he considered them as brothers. 

But what worried some Jews and other menbers of Turkish minorities 



was that Turke~ began his career by advocating Pan-Turkism or Pan-Turan
ism, meaning the political unification of Turkey with the Turkic-speak
ing populations in Iran, the Soviet Union and China. While the basis 
of such a union is linguistic rather than racial, members of the non
Moslem minorities wondered how secure their position would be if an au
thoritarian regime on the Turke~ model came into power. They recalled 
that when members of the National Action Party controlled the Ministry 
of Culture in 1977 they permitted the publication of articles blaming 
the "minorities" for the "deterioration of ethics in Turkish society." 
The NAP had the support of uniformed paramilitary cadres, who are 
widely believed to be responsible for the violent attacks upon leftists. 
Acting in the name of law and order, they contributed by their resort 
to extralegal methods to the escalation of violence. 25 

On October 11 it was officially announced that following an in
vesti gatfon into the activities of- the · Nati anal Acti-on Party, TUrke$ 
and 28 of his party administrators were arrested and warrants were· 
issued for 36 others in absentia. The investigation had reportedly 
found evidence that "the suspects armed the people against each other 
and drove them to mass massacres. 11 26 The following month they were . 
formally charged also with attempting to "set up a fascist state." 27 

Here again the Jewish community was naturally relieved to know 
that both leaders of right-wing extremist parties that were either 
overtly or potentially anti-Semitic were behind bars. The military 
also undertook a vigorous campai-gn to root out left-wing terrorists 
and dissolved the militant groups of both extremes. Jews as well as 
the Turkish population in general welcomed the sharp reduction of 
terrorism and the return of a semblance of normality to Turkish life. 
One couple I know in Istanbul dared for the first time in three years 
to go out in the evening to see a movie. 

Increasing Emigration 

How has Jewish life in Turkey changed over the past three decades? 
The Jewish community of Turkey, which numbered nearly 80,000 in 1948, 
is now variously estimated at between 17,000 and a maximum of 25,000. 
No precise figures are available since the latest census, in 1980, no 
longer contained a question on religion. While Chief Rabbi David Asseo 
believes the total to be around 25,000, most other knowledgeable sources 
estimate that the total is closer to 20,000, of whom 18,000 live in 
Istanbul, some l ,500 in Izmir, and several hundred in Ankara, Turkey's 
capital. Only small remnants of once flourishing communities remain 
in such places as Edirne (Adrianople), Bursa, Mersin, -Adana, Milas, 
Corlu, Antakya and Gaziantep. 28 , 

The escalation of terrorist violence and the deterioration of the 
economic situation combined to engender a sense of malaise among the 
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Turkish population in general and the Jewish corrmunity in particular. 
This was reflected in increased emigration. For the first time in 
recent years, Clllyah to Israel exceeded 1,000 during 1979, and more 
than 500 Jews are believed to have left for Western Europe and the 
United States. This trend continued in 1980. Whether it will be re
versed will depend on the military's ability to control terrorism over 
the long run and carry out the economic reforms that Demirel began. 

In contrast to the first wave of large-scale Clllyah to Israel 
from 1948 to 1952, which consisted primarily of the poorer and less 
educated elements of the population, the newest oUm included many 
highly-skilled and well-educated persons who might have been expected 
to remain in Turkey under normal circumstances. Most of the Jews 
from outlying communities in the Anatolian provinces moved to the 
large cities or to Israel in the early years of the Jewish state. 
Recently, there \IJas further movement out of the sma 11 er towns as 
social and ethnic unrest in the eastern provinces sometimes led 
to armed clashes between members of the Sunni and Alevi Moslem com
munities. 

Turkish Jews are free to emigrate and to take their household 
effects with them. There are direct flights betw~en Istanbul's 
Ye~ilkoy Airport and Israel's Ben Gurion Airport, serviced by both 
El Al and Turkish Airlines. Turkish tourists have been limited to 
one foreign trip in three years because of the severe shortage of 
foreign exchange. This has not seriously impeded the travel of 
Turkish Jews wishing to go to Israel, however, because they either 
qualify as businessmen or else have their tickets paid for by 
relatives in Israel. Virtually every Turkish Jewish family has 
relatives among the estimated 48,000 Jews of Turkish origin living 
in Israel. 29 

Communal Institutions 

The economic and social trends in Turkey have also had their 
impact upon Jewish conmunal life in Turkey. As Jews have moved out 
of certain neighborhoods and cities, corrmunal institutions have had 
to close. Under Turkish law no nationwide religious organization 
is permitted. This is not directed against the Jews as such but 
was instituted by Ataturk, primarily as a means of undercutting 
the power of the traditional Moslem religious leadership and pro
moting the concept of a secular (f cu.k)republic. Consequently, it 
is only a local corrmunity that may own and manage a mosque, church 
or synagogue. Jacques Veissid, the acting president of the Jewish 
community in Istanbul, told me that the community in Edirne had 
donated a magnificent synagogue -- "a jewel" -- to the Ministry of 
Culture to preserve as a museum, and thus to prevent its being 
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desecrated. The once flourishing Edirne conmunity no longer has a regular 
mi_nyan.. 

The Jewish schools in the Istanbul communities of Balat and 
Ortakoy also closed after the Jews rroved to other neighborhoods. To
day there is only one full-time official Jewish school, whose cur
riculum is set by the Ministry of Education, but which is financially 
supported by the Jewish community . There are about 300 students in 
the primary school & tunu Mw.,evi KaJtma Ilkokul and slightly more 
in the MU6evi we1>i, the Jewish high school. Women affiliated with 
the local B1 nai B1 rith provide hot lunches in an effort to induce 
more families to send their children to the Jewish school . There is 
concern that if enrollment drops, the government will remove its 
recognition of the school. Most of the wealthier Jewish families send 
their children to French, English or Turkish private schools. 

In addition to problems of ·enrollment; the Jewish school s·uffers 
from a lack of qualified Hebrew teachers. The government doe·s not 
permit the importation of teachers from Israel. This, too, is part of 
a general policy undertaken during Ataturk 1 s time to prevent the spread 
of Communist or other foreign influence after the bitter experience of 
the Ottoman Empire with the Capitulation treaties that granted special 
status to foreigners. There are few local Turkish Hebrew teachers. 
Two young hazzanim and J.iho~i e...:ti m who had been trained by the Chief 
Rabbi as teachers left for Israel in 1979, and a third was planning to 
leave. The relatively low salary the teachers receive also acts as a 
deterrent to more young Jews entering the profession. 

The general inflation has caused Jewish communal expenses to 
triple in the past couple of years and it is increasingly difficult 
to get members to pay their pledges. The community is not permitted 
to have formal connections with international Jewish organizations, 
such as the World Jewish Congress. Even the local lodge of B'nai 
B1 rith is incorporated as a purely Turkish benevolent society with no 
formal ties to the international organization. The Turkish Rotary 
Club is the first national group to succeed in getting official per
mission to affiliate with an international organization. 

The Jewish community also still maintains a hospital with 70 
beds, although most of the patients are Moslem, and a Jewish old 
age home for some 80 persons. 

The majority of the Jewish community is middle class and 
some are quite wealthy. Most of the poor left in the early years 
of the Jewish State -- for Zionist, religious and economic reasons. 
In 1980 there were only some 500 poor families, consisting of a 
total of around 1,500 persons. Of these, 345 families received 
Jewish assistance from a fund named Maftan Be1>et e~ (Gift in Secret, 
in accordance with Maimonides 1 s principle). Most of the families in 
need of aid are handicapped persons and their dependents. 
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In addition to the rabbinical council there is a lay council of 
the community, but it has no formal legal existence, acting in theory 
as only an advisory body under the Hahamb~~, ~he Chief Rabbi. Be
cause of legal constraints and the ingrained Turkish suspicion of 
foreigners, the Jewish community seeks to keep a very low profile 
and shuns public identification with Israel or outside international 
Jewish bodies. 

Social Interaction and Intermarriage 

The older generation of Turkish Jews tended to socialize within 
their own community and spoke either Ladino (Judea-Spanish) or French 
at home. The younger generation, educated in the public schools and 
the state universities, speaks fluent Turkish. The forces of secular
ization and assimilation have begun to have an effect. Under the 
Ottoman mi.lle;t system, marriage, divorce and other questions of person
al status were left to the jurisdiction of the religious authorities 
of the respective communities. Under the Turkish Republic this has 
been supplemented by legislation providing for civil marriage. 

Consequently, intermarriage between Jews and Christians and 
even between Jews and Moslems is no longer a rare occurrence. It 
is estimated that the intermarriage rate is now between 5 and 10 per
cent of all marriages involving Jews. The Istanbul Be;th V~n handles 
some two to three cases of conversion to Judaism a year. I was unable 
to obtain estimates of the number of conversions to Christianity or 
Islam. It is assumed that most partners in intermarriages formally 
retain the religion of their birth, although they may be agnostic 
if not atheist in personal belief. 

Jewish men are drafted into the army but do not make military 
service a career. There is an unwritten gentleman's agreement that 
the professional officer corps does not encourage non-Moslems. Jews 
are reluctant to get involved in politics. The late Solomon Adatto, 
who served in the Grand National Assembly and was active in Demo
cratic party politics in the 1950 1 s, was an exception. 

While Turkish Jews enjoy full equal rights under the law, there 
are still elements of the population who tend to feel that the non-
Moslem minorities -- Jews, Greeks and Armenians -- are not real Turks. 
The Turkish Jewish community also tends to be identified with Israel 
and American Jewry, despite the local community's efforts to keep a 
low profile. The fact that some Jewish members of Congress had sup
ported the Greek position in the Cyprus dispute and opposed U. S. aid 
to Turkey led to false allegations that there were Jewish and Greek 
lobbies working together against Turkey. The public support given to 
American aid to Turkey byother Jewish members of Congress, such as Rep. 
Stephen Solarz, helped somewhat to counteract this mistaken impression. 30 
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The popular identificqtion of the minorities with foreigners 
and with control of the country's conmercial life had its ori'-gin 
in the fact that in the Ottoman period, Turkish Moslems shunned 
commerce and industry as professions beneath their dignity. To
day more than 80% of the country's economic life is in the hands 
of Moslem Turks. The ethnic composition of Istanbul, Turkey's 
largest conmercial center, also reflects these changes. As late 
as 1945 nearly a quarte r of Istanbul's population of 850,000 were 
non-Moslems. Today the city's total population exceeds 3 million, 
swollen by natural increase and the influx from the farm villages 
of Anatolia. Yet the total number of non-Moslems is less than 
100,000. There has been a steady decline in the number of Armen
ians and Greeks, accelerated by the anti-Greek riots in 1955 and 
continuing Greco-Turkish tensions over Cyprus. 

Thus, although the Jewish role in Turkey's economic life is 
relatively marginal today, what remains true is that most Jews be
long to the business and professional classes and may be regarded 
as among "the haves" by those who would stir up the economically 
disadvantaged. There is no official, government-inspired anti
Semitism and the military rulers are formally committed to re
storing a functioning secular democracy respecting religious 
pluralism. 

Attempts at Rapprochement with Moslem Nations 

While anti-Semitism is not a problem, the spillover effect of 
Turkey's efforts to improve relations with the Islamic world has been 
a problem for Israel and indirectly for Turkish Jews. The OPEC quad
rupling of oil prices in 1974 provided an economic incentive for 
Turkey to improve its relations with its oil-rich Islamic neighbors. 
As recession cut the demand for Turkish guest workers in Western 
Europe and as Turkey found it difficult to compete effectively for 
markets in the European Economic Community, the idea began to de
velop in Ankara that the solution to Turkey's problems lay in creat
ing a new tripartite partnership. This would combine Arab and Iran
ian petrodollars, Western technology and Turkish manpower. It was 
hoped that Islamic sentiment would prompt the Arabs to aid Ankara, 
while Turkey's longer experience with modernization would enable 
Turkish professional and industrial workers to bring the fruits of 
Western technology to the massive development programs being under
taken in the Arabian Peninsula, the Persian Gulf and Libya. 

An Arab-Turkish Bank was established with Libyan and Kuwaiti 
funds and a considerable number of bilateral Turkish-Arab construction 
projects have been undertaken. Libya, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, Turkey's 
major Middle East oil suppliers, have at times allowed Turkey to defer 
payment on its purchases, but while this has given the Turks a few 



-14-

months grace to find the money, the price of oil has been set around 
OPEC · levels. 

On the political level most Turks have come to realize that neither 
Islam nor non-alignment offer realistic alternatives to continued close 
cooperation with the Western nations. There was much annoyance expressed 
in the Turkish press when, after Ecevit agreed in the surrmer of 1979 to 
the opening of a Palestine Liberation Organization office in Ankara, the 
PLO and most Arab states proceeded to endorse a Greek-sponsored resolu
tion condemning Turkey at the ·Havana non-aligned conference. Whi 1 e the 
original decision to permit the opening of a PLO office had been taken 
three years earlier at an Islamic conference hos t ed by Turkey in Istan-
bul, the Turkish authorities had hesitated to permit the PLO to operate 
within the country in view of the clear evidence that various Turkish 
urban terrorist groups had received training and other support in 
Palestinian camps in Lebanon and _Syria. 31 

Ecevit had agreed in July 1979 to open the office as a gesture of 
gratitude to Yassir Arafat after a PLO mediating team had helped end 
the seizure of the Egyptian Embassy in Ankara .by a dissident Palestin
ian terrorist group, the Eagles of the Revolution. Ecevit formally 
received Arafat when he came to open the PLO office in Ankara in October 
1979. The Turkish opposition expressed outrage when during the trial 
of the terrorists evidence was produced that one of Arafat's mediators 
had in fact been involved in the planning of the attack and that the 
11 Eagles 11 were affiliated with aJ.i-Saiqa, a Syrian-backed PLO member 
group. On December 23, 1980 a criminal .court in Ankara imposed the 
death sentence upon the four Palestinian terrorists. 32 

Extreme Leftists Groups 

The basically pro-Western, democratic orientation of Turkish 
policy was threatened on the far left by the Turkish Labor Party, a 
Marxist-Leninist group that is pro-Soviet, other corrmunist factions 
leaning toward Peking and a variety of clandestine terrorist groups, 
soire of which have been linked to the Palestine Liberation Organization. 
None of these groups had been strong enough to win seats in the Turkish 
Assembly and most are dedicated to overthrowing the present parlia
mentary system. These groups are also violently anti-Israel, regard-
ing the Jewish state as an ally ·of Western imperialism. • 

The first upsurge of leftist terrorism occurred a decade ago 
when the Turkish People's Liberation Army (TPLA) assassinated Is
raeli Consul General Ephraim Elrom in Istanbul in 1971, as well as 
British and Canadian radar technicians. Under the martial law im
posed briefly at that time, the Turkish military captured the leaders 
of the TPLA. At their trial evidence was produced that the group's 
members had received training in Palestinian camps in Lebanon. Three 
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TPLA leaders were convicted and hanged in 1972. 

These left extremists groups are now being rooted out and their 
members arrested or killed by the Turkish security forces. The Interior 
Ministry announced on December l that 5,850 persons had been arrested 
for "anarchic activity" and 3,412 weapons seized since the September 
12 coup. 33 

Prospects for the Future 

The basic question, however, is how long will the present relative 
tranquility last? Will the new Constitutional Assembly that is sup
posed to begin deliberations this fall be able to overcome the flaws 
in the Turkish party system and create a more workable democracy? Will 
the country, be -able to reso-lve-- its- longstanding economic problems? -• 

A good sign is that Turgut Ozal, the financial planner who 
guided the Demirel economic reforms, has retained his position under 
the military junta. Recently General Evren suggested that the long
term solution to Turkey's crushing burden of oil imports was for 
the country to greatly expand wheat and meat production sufficiently 
to generate export earnings that would more than balance the oil 
imports. Turkey has also offered more favorable terms to foreign 
companies to prospect for oil within Turkey. 34 

In the short-run, however, Turkey is becoming increasingly de
pendent upon Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Iraq for its oil supplies. This 
dependence became acute when Iranian oil to Turkey was cut off after 
the start of the Iraq-Iran war in September 1980. The Saudis had 
agreed in August to provide Turkey with a $250 million 15-year loan. 
In mid-November, during an 9fficial visit to Saudi Arabia, Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ilter Turkmen announced that the Saudis had "re
sponded positively to contributing to Turkey 1 s oil need." The Iraqis 
agreed in December to let Turkey draw upon the oil it was able to 
export to the Mediterranean region through the Iraqi-Turkish pipeline. 35 

Renewed Arab Pressures on Turkey to Cut Ties with Israel 

But there was a price to be exacted for this aid. Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq placed inordinate pressure upon Turkey to break diplomatic 
and commercial relations with Israel. 

On December 2, 1980 the Turkish Foreign Ministry issued the 
following announcement: 36 

Turkey has decided to limit its relations with Israel 
and to mutually reduce the level of representation. This 
decision was made after it became evident that Israel will 
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not retreat from its intransigent policy concerning the 
Middle East conflict and the fait accompli that· it wishes 
to create in connection with the legal status of Jerusalem. 
The Israeli Government was informed about this decision 
on 26 November. In accordance with this decision, all 
diplomatic personnel, with the exception of a second 
secretary who will have the title of a temporary charge 
d1 affaires, will be called back within three months. 

It seems more than coincidence that the Saudi announcement of the 
completion of the $250 million in aid also occurred on November 26 and 
the Saudi check was delivered to Turkey on December 2. 

However, Turkey stopped short of a total break and the Turkish 
Prime Minister,Admiral Bulent Ulusu, refused to be pinned down when asked 
in Saudi Arabia whether Turkey would endorse the Taif Islamic Sununit 
conference 1 s resolution calling upon all Islamic countries to break 
relations and to adhere to the Arab boycott of Israel. He reportedly 
said that Turkey would apply the Islamic Conference 1 s resolutions in 
accordance with Ankara 1 s determination of Turkish national interests.37 

One of those interests is maintenance of good relations with the 
United States Government. A bipartisan group of 69 U. S. Senators, 
or more than a two-thirds majority, on January 21, 1981 presented a 
letter to Turkish Ambassador Sukru Elekdag voicing strong concern 
at Turkey 1 s cutback in relations with Israel. In their polite but 
firm letter, the Senators placed the Turkish action in the context of 
the American-backed peace process. After saying that they had been 
11 impressed by the resolve" Turkey had displayed in the past in main
taining normal diplomatic relations with _both Egypt and Israel 11 in the 
face of pressure from other governments, 11 the Senators noted that 
11 recent pressure upon your government had led it to downgrade its diplo
matic relationship with Israel . 11 The 69 Senators warned: 38 

This step could have harmful consequences to both .Israel 
and Egypt, two countries which are our great friends. If 
your government persists in this action it will undermine 
the Camp David Accords, hurt Israel, and hamper the efforts 
of President Sadat to bring moderation to the Middle East. 

We believe that Israel and Egypt present a strong hope 
for a just peace in the Middle East. We would be deeply 
disappointed if Turkey should yield to the wishes of 
extremist countries which seek only to bring discord to 
the Middle East. 

The Senators urged the Turkish government to reconsider its recent 
decision concerning diplomatic relations with Israel and asked Ambassador 
Elekdag to 11 express to General Evren our strong concerns." 

.., . 
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While it is impossible to predict the outcome, it would be out of character for the generals in Ankara, who pride themselves on safeguarding Turkey's independence, to yield supinely to Arab demands for a total break with Israel. 39 This is all the more unlikely since Turkey's Western-educated military leaders regard Israel as a Westernizing influence in the area, respect the Israel Defense Forces• strategic value in countering Soviet-supported radical elements in the region, and see in Israel a useful ally in combatting international terrorist groups. Yet while such cooperation may continue quietly, Ankara is likely to refrain from any public displays of Turkish-Israeli friend-ship so long as Turkey remains heavily dependent on the Arabs for oil and economic aid . 

Meanwhile the Turkish Jews are awaiting developments anxiously. As one prominent Turkish Jew told me in private, 11 our fate is affected by a triangle of forces: l) domestic developments within Turkey, 2) the state of Turkey's relations with the United States, and 3) the state of Ankara's relations with Israel and the Arab states. 11 

Americans and Israelis also have an interest in following developments closely regarding strategically-placed Turkey. They share the hope that the country will return soon to a functioning democracy, that it will weather the economic storms that beset it, and that Turkey will be helped to resist the blandishments and threats of its oil-rich Is-lamic neighbors. If these conditions are met, the prospects will increase for Turkey to adhere to its basicly pro-Western posture, including friendship with the United States and Israel. 

March 26, 1981 

81-580-14 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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not to change her fundamental course as a result of the Islamic Summit. 
"Turkey cannot participate in a Holy Ji had, for she is a secular state," 
the editorial concluded. 
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Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
President 

November 22, 1978 

Union of .American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, New York 10021 

Dear Alex: 

It is good to know that every once in a while that 
you do some work for the .American Jewish Corrrrnittee 
-- especially when you do- it so well. 

Now that you may have a little more time let's have 
lunch one of these days. 

Best regards. 

Cordially, 

~ 
Bertram H. Gol d 
Executive Vice President 
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