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Joyce C. Kitay, Director 

December 29, 1992 
5 Tevet 5753 

Resources and Board Development 
American Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017-4014 

Dear Joyce: 

It was delightful having you as a luncheon partner at the 
JDC Board sessions. I am pleased that we had a chance to 
chat and it was good to learn more of your responsibilities 
within the JDC. 

As promised, I enclose herewith a small gift to assist you 
in obtaining the required mezzuzot. I hope this will be of 
help in this most worthy project. 

With every good wish and warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



December 21, 1992 

TO: Fred Cohen 

From: Edie Miller 

Please let 
Fund made 
Committee. 
with their 

me have a check for $100. from the Contingency 
payable to the American Joint Distribution 
This is a special contribution in connection 

program of aid for overseas Jewry. 

We will transmit check from here so please send to me. 
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December 11, 1992 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 

711 Third Avenue 
New York , NY. 10017-4014 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 10021 

Dear Alex, 

(212) 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Jolntdisco New York 
Telex: 62873 

How fortunate I was to have you as a luncheon companion at the 
Board Meetings. What a fortuitous choice of seats. I want to thank 
you for your generous offer towards the mezzuzot. (As you requested, 
please take this as the most gentle of reminders). 

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Warmest regards, 

~~ \~ 
Joyce C. Kitey, Director 
Resources and Board Development 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel 
Appeal of Canada, and communities in Europe. 
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Elaine Winik 
Americ an Jewish Joint 

Distribution Commit tee 
711 Third Avenu e 
New York, NY 1001 7 

Dear Elaine : 

December 3, 1992 
8 Kislev 5753 

After our IDP meeting, Ed Kaplan, from Washington, 
approached me to tell me that h e knows of a very 
wealthy man in Washington who has never given anything 
to Jewi sh causes . He is a dentist, but has extensive 
real estate inves tmen ts too, and is apparen tly an 
exceedingly wealthy ma n . His name is Dr . Laszlo 
Tauber . He dislikes Federation types , shys away from 
t hem for some reason, bu t is generous in many other 
ways. May be a Brandeis University giver, but gives 
mostl y to non - J ewish causes . Ed Kaplan cannot approach 
him directly, but he does know on e of the people, by 
t h e nam e of Socol, who could make an approach to h im . 

I hope you will f o llow up on this. I, myse~t, would of 
course be will ing to go to Dr . Tauber. It also occurs 
to me that we have a Ref orm r abbi in Northern Virginia, 
near Washington, who is also of Hungarian parentage. 
Maybe he might be o f use . But in any event, please 
take the leadership in this . I will be glad to help 
tangentially if at all possible . 

Please keep me posted on this . 

cc : Aryeh Cooperstock 
Edward Kap l an 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

November 12, 199 2 
16 Heshvan 5753 

VIA FAX: 9722-633 - 01 0 

Mr . Jack Habib 
Israel Director 
Joint Distribution Committee 

Dear Jack: 

You will recall the conversations which Ray Epstein and 
you had in Israel concerning a Hebrew Instruction book 
in Russian prepared by Luba Uveeler, which she plans to 
publish in Israel f or use by the new olim from the for
mer Soviet Union . I, too, discussed this matter with 
you briefly when we encountered each other in the 
dining room of the King David. 

As I told you at the time, this is a widely used work 
in America. It has gone through eight editions since 
it was first published and is useful especially for 
older people who strive to master the Hebrew tongue. 
No funds for publication are being sought. The pub
lisher does want a guarantee for 1000 copies and David 
Hartman of the Jewish Agency has agreed to guarantee 
the purchase of 500 copies and we were turning to you 
for that additional guarantee which will allow the 
publication o f this work to go forward. 

When I talked to you I suggested that you might have a 
brief chat with Luba Uveeler, the author, so that she 
can explain to you exactly what her work is all about 
and wherein it differs from the other materials which 
are available . She called your office for that purpose 
but was told by the secretary that you could not spare 
any time for her. You probably did not associate her 
request for "jus t five minutes" with the earlier con
versat ions which you had with us. Hence, this letter 
to you. 

Let me tell you a little bit about Luba . To begin 
with, she is the widow of Mark Uveeler, who was the 
f ounding executive director of the Memorial Foundation 



Jack Habib -2- ·ovember 12, 1992 

of Jewish Culture as well as of the Claims Conference. 
He was the one who translated the agreement which Nahum 
Goldman reached with Konrad Adenaur on reparations . 
Under his guidance, this program was carried forward 
with precision . As far as I am concerned, Mark was the 
finest Jewish civil servant the Jewish communit ever 
had - possessing that rarest of combinations o f Eastern 
European Jewish passion with the self discipline and 
administrative ability of the Yekes. After his retire
ment from the Memorial Foundation, he served as a vice 
president of the Hebrew University until the time of 
his death a year or so ago . 

Luba herself is an altogether remarkable human being. 
She is 85 years of age by now . In her younger years, 
she served as Professor of Hebrew at Rutgers University 
and all her life she has supported her husband in his 
many ventures. Even now at this advanced age , she 
volunteers her services for the Lighthouse Program in 
Israel and on her own time, day in and day out, teaches 
immigrants, especially elderly immigrants, who do not 
gain as muc h as they should from their regular Ulpanim. 
Let me underscore that for all of these activities she 
does not ever accept a single penny on remunerati o n. 
It is a complete service of the heart . 

Accordingly, I would be beholden to you if you were to 
give her the five minutes of time that she asks so that 
she can explain to you precisely what is at stake here. 

Thank you very much for your helpfulness. I look 
forward to seeing you a few weeks hence at the Board 
meetings in New York . I assume, of course, that you 
will be here . 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Ray Epstein 



{\ RA?! ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

V PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Sylvia Ha ssenfeld 
#BA 
9 8 0 Fifth _\venue 
New York, ~Y 10021 

Dear Sy lvia: 

November 24. 1992 
28 Heshvan 5753 

What a charming expression of appreciation! Your token 
of gratitude means a great deal to me, but more 
importantly, I am delighted that I have had the 
pleasure o f working with you in behalf of the Joint 
Distribution Committee and the superb work it 
undertakes. I am especially pleased that I was 
assigned to the IDP Committee for it really does an 
incredible humanitarian service wherever and whenever 
it is called upon. 

You ha ve led the JDC with devotion and dignit y . You 
ha ve every right to be pl e a sed and proud of the 
manif o ld accomplishments this fine organization has 
fulfilled during the period of your presidency. 

With repeated thanks, I am 

Sincerely , 

Alexander M. Schindler 



sylvia hassenfeld 

, i~ toke11 of c:]Jrec ia. f ion j or- Jou., ~dy o.. r,i. Ceo.le-rs( 1 ; rL 
C ha. ir { 1j t. h.e 
m~ y r-es1-clenc_J. 

1]) J> Com't>l,J!ee_ cl-u~{~ 
' 

number aa 980 fifth avenue new york 10021 



THE FI RST R~VC~T: 

0,- {... - 70 r '° 
- .. ••✓ • .L . 

The wa r of the Jews against ? ome 
since the death of Agrippa I ~nd 
?o:na n procurator, t here had been 
between i:-o:nans a.:1.d .Je\'!s. Fv2n in 
land s ee t hed wi th rebel l ion. 

did not be gin sudd enl y . ~ver 
the ensuins ro le of the fi rst 
many clashes of short dura tion 
relatively ouie t times the 

Th e insults of the proc urator Fl orus finally caused the 
explosion o f Jud2-ea against i ts F:oman oppressors. In s pite of 
pleadin~ by Agri ppa II , who was in Jer usalem a t the tim e , the 
Jews refused to teke any more of Florus: s ~is trea t ~ent . Agrippa 
also v:arned that .J e·::s c.u~o c.:. :id the world wo:.,.ld "be •::ievss tated by 
t he en '3 !!1J' i f ~:; o 1.1 reb e l l' • 

~v en though s 2ve r a l f~ctions of Jews continued t ~ fight 
axo ng ttemselvas, i n ~~Y ~f the yGar 66 c.r . they united 
su ffic iently t o r out tj e ~oman ga rrisons sta tioned in and a r ~und 
-J erusal err.. 

These initial Jewish victori e s sent shock ~Eves thraugho~t 
the ~oma.::1 T~oire. ~ ru e t o AJri ooa II' s credicti ~n, Jews 
everywhere w; re murd ered. I n C~~sar ea m; re tha n 20, JJO .Jews 
were ~a ssac~ed ~n a si~gle b~oo~y h9ur. In_ra2as~ us IJ , J J? . 
more ~e re kil lea. l nd in Antiocn , Aiexandria, ana other ci ties 
the r e was si~ilar carna ge. 

~he ~omans knaw that the r eb cll i 8~ of t hi s tiny nati on had 
to oe sta~ped out quic~ly , lest Gt her provinces ge t the wrong 
idea a bout the strength of the e~pire . 

Fr om their positi o~ in near~y Syria came Rome's 12th Legion 
under general Cest us Gal : us , who a i ~ed t o ~uiet th F· e .~bat~led 
Jews. ~ut th e troops were successfully repelled. ~h en word of 
this defeat reached :,r ero in ? ome, h e lcnew hGw ::l.angerous the 
situation had become. ~e called upon ~i s mo st distinguished 
gen sr al , the aging ~1avius Vespa sian, who had led Rome's armies 
to vi ctory in Germany and Britain. 

.. 
x~ 

® 
' n 1ven th e best o f ~orne's fighting f orc es and virtually 

unlimited 9ov1 er, i/ espa.sian c.epart ed fo r ?alestine. ;_::hen he a rri veci_.~ 
his first move was to encircle Galilee, where th e Jewish forces ~ 
v.re re under the command of one -Joseph ben 1,1att hias. Galil e e fell ~ 
·::ithin c:. e fw months, b:1t be fore it - did, t 11is J oseph surrendered Jf 
to Vespasian and tried to convince his f ellows to do the same. ·
they did not. '.-ieanwhile, .J oseph befriended Vespasian a nd became ~ 
a court follower and historian - known t oday a s ~lavius Josephus,. 
the on ly Jewish hist orian af tiat time whose works survive today . = 

Jerusalem Hillel st 23 P. 0. Box. 17359 Tel 25 /840 Fax 743883 
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~ar 60 '!es::~~~/ sacceeied ~ 
in crushing t he revolt t hroughout "?alestiae . ~:nly .J ':J:::'Usa.lem ?.:nd ~ 
the z ealot fortress :•ias.sad 2. r &:.12-.ined. "as.sac.a , f o r now, 'Na s . - _ ' 
i z n·Jr 0~d , 3.nd ·•.i e s ~~a s .i 2.11 prs9ar ed t -.) ~"lesie ,::; e Ts rusalem. :.1ut 2, t '¥~ , .• 

' '"" • 
abo ;..1.t t his ti :-:12 .'. ero ci.i ed c..ild c ivi l w2..2~s r oc ~ce d Pome . 'The ----...-: 
::- 3.stern l. egions ::_:, r-o c laL".led \' espasian 2::2:pe r- or, s.n i ·.:;j_:.hi r:. a y e::1. r @ 
h s vi ctorious ly cl a i::ied the th r or:e in '-'o:;1e . : e h-?,C net fo r ;Q tten • 

the Tews, however, no r hi s desi r e t J c rush t hei r u9r-ising on ce ~ 

an d fo r all , and he sent his s en ~it J s t a fini sh th e job he had A . 
/ •~·"" • • 

star t ed. .~ 
'.'..'i t !'lin .T2 rusale :-a the t h!"'e e f:::i,c tions o f .J ews continu ed to ~-,r.~ • 

bat t le ; the z ea l o ts c.t:~de r ;. l eazar, L : cc S i carii :C) r knif e- men ) ~ 
under Si~on ben Giora, and ti eir Op?Osition led by John of ~isha: .• ··. ij 
l a. ~-

':" i t u ts ' s si ege ;::ac hL,.e.s ·Jo u::1ded th e city c1.nci it0 wo.l ls with ~ 
battering r""ms c.nd hugs st 2nss . Fve:1 ·:.·hile ;-- it·~s ·:.ra s at work 
on the outside o f J erusalem his a l lies, fa~in e s.nd plague , 
s truck down thousands of t he besieged Jews. Slo~l y b ~t surely 
Ti tuts's men and machi~ es tore dc~n the city · s t hree walls. 

When the las t ~all fell the survivors holed u ; in t h e Temple 
co~pound and continu ed t o re3ist for six m8re days. It is said 
t hat ~itus had ordered the !emple itself saved , but ns hi s 
tro ops si:,elle -::3, th ;: :s:.~ cce s:-; ~:'.:2.t :: .3_d_ ;::;e; lcr:~ eluded the:n , they 
b urnt it to t he g round a nd butch e r ed its J r □ tectars . r ven af t er 
t hi s, howev er, isolat ed pockets J f r esist a nce f lic k ered in the 

® . 

. 

~ _ _.,, 

~- ':rnple 2.rea, and it ·:;as a ::non th ·oe f-Jre a l l were wip ed out. @· 
Yew rec1.lize tha t throughout a ll o f this a t least fou r r e.nking .• , · 

J e·,s;s st ood with '.:' itus: the apost2.te ': iberius Alex2-.nder , of ¾ 

.t..lexandria, who was a for:ner pro c c.lrator of Judaee., was his ® 
Ch; nf OI~ star~ f' . r. c,•ri· ,.., ....,c, TT ·v•h ·□ c r.mm-:,nded n / !::>T'<l' 8 <>r>nv a-f .-'\ 
~~~~ ·~ ~ • ~ , •·'- v . ~ ~c-.. ~ -:- i ~ . +' i~ ~~· ~ , ~~ - .-:~o Hr:.; AV ~ - ;~i;i 
c~U Xl.11.c.;,rl.es, .. eren1.ce, .::, l. Sver o ... ·'-i::, r ..... ppa '. J. , .:f •. O ""'s the '2> 

:uis tr e ss of i tus and hoped t :J be co::ie his wi fe; .3.nd t h e turn- @· 
c oa~ ii s !?ri a.~, T?sephu-:3 , w:10 chro ~i~l 0d ti e c !lmp~-~ ; n~ . . , {~: 

Jpon ~1.t~s - s finaL v i ctory, .Josepnus ~rote of ~ne i eaisn • 

c a :;:,tives: " 'The t 2-.l l s st s.nd handsomest of the y-:)utns were reserv ed~ 

for the t riu:::iphe.l procession in '-O rne. '.· f t hs rest, all over : ? ~ 
.'iere gi ve11 by r:·1tus to vario us provinc es f:Jr ,;laciiato r ial 0 
cor.iba ts with r:!en 2nd beasts. ~hose under I. 7 ;!;ere s old. :; he tot a l , • 

number of pri son s rs tak en throughout t he war a:,1ounted to 97 , J DO . 

And ~hose who p~ril;3hed during the entire, siege from the ·Nar, @•~ A 
cest1.lence and ramine numbered I ,I J0 ,000 ' · . :i-J'l'.;o 

- 7 he golden ~enorah and other holy impl ements cf the ~ emple • 
were taken to -:: ome Aile. -out i n th s Ecman ., emple c f P eace. They ~ 
h ave long sinc e disapp ei r ed , but wear s reminded o f t hem even • 

Jerusalem Hillel st 23 P. 0. Box. 17 359 Tel 25 1840 Fax 74388] 
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today by th e relie f s on the a rch that ~it us had built in ~ome 
ta c 21:,::1e,~o rat G his victory :;var t:;.e ti~lY .i0 1.•:ish nation. ·:. ts.t 
a ~ch stands t oday n~t c s a ~on'Jment t a i ts ? oman bui lders, whos e 
civ1liz3.tion i s l cng s on~ , ~~t ~s a ~onu~~n t t~ th e 1 Gwish 
~e.Ypl e ,,;ho :>'Jtli.V 9 Ci. ti c', ir c an·:: 1.;. erers 'oy 1:1 ::;.ny g ,_, :1er.:;.ti:.)ns . 

r_~· c~ ,:: ~-
--':':: 

. 

' 
.;. 

: ctu2lly , t he !e~ish revo l t had not y e t ja en entirely cr~shed . 
- or thre e mo r e years a band of zsalots held out at ~he mou~t a in 
for tr ess of \\ .s.s sada nea r tn e ~ead :'.; ea. And ~ven ,u;,.:.' n "''i,. 1 ~st 
he r oi c ·oc~stion of freed :, ::r; fell , t 1'!e , ev.ris:i ~,:,op l;•·.~~ d \;;t ~~heir H~.-1: 
faith depe!'ld ed :nore on traditions a!'ld la,·,c s f;:u~ ;:1 ~the sa;.ctuc.:;y ;r.~ •• 
and sacrifices. Virtually a t the ~oment of Pome's victory, Pabbi 
T on' ~-r1an'oa1, r; q i .;.i· ,.,~th '~' i ... us ' <:' ·01~c:,:--i'n.::- •u-:,c, ,,. --;-.,,·b,is1,in o- ,:, c 0 ·1t 0 flj 
~f i;a;ni~g-- i;n.the·-~ity ,_ ;f Jabneh:~

0 
• 

0
' ""'

0 
- ~~ '-- ~- ··- t_~ c, _, ~:. ~ , • 

The coins of the ~i rst Fevc_ t ~ere a si;nif!ca~t ~x~re 3si c~ • 
C· f t::. e - s·i":s : :'r t:: edc ~·:: :~r~-~ :::_ ;:' J:J•3 , for t~_1e)' st ruck :1.-Jt onl.Y coins 
of br·:mze, b1.1 t c Ji ns o f silver as well - a pri vil s ge usu.?~lly ®),,,._ 
r eserv .::: d stric t l y fo r the e'.np&r :) r. Coins of the =-irst '- evclt i~ 
a re dated f r o~ years one t o fiv e , co rresponding ta the fiv e ~ • 
y ears , o. ctua.lly just '.Ii::, re th2,n fo~ r ) of the ·:1ar. ·~ te coins~. 
carry •• revolutione,r y" slogans su ch 8. S , : for th E: freedom of Zion1

; :~~ __ 

,:,nd l: f"l r t;..,e red 0 ···~ ,,t ~o..-, of 7 i' on 11 :,g •:ri:.: 71 -"' C' " .J-er11 c::,:-, l ,::.,,, "-1, }'e '.J o 'J. J'' 11 ·<1'1~· 
;.,..,. .i. ... v !~ ~ - •,!::' -- .i.. - ~- ' _,.._.._ \,-.., _.. ,._..,..::, ~ a._; ,,_,.,_ ,_...., .,._ , a..1. , l ._ -.-► 

Symbols on the coins of th s ~·irst revolt are charact eri stically 
Jewish: t h e lulav etrog. c~ali ce, a~phora, thr Ge pora egrunates, 
vine leaf, an1 pal m tr s e. 1 11 i~scriptions on th o coins o f the 
~irst ~evolt a re in the a~cient ~e br ew script. 

VEI\/U5i ~-
A 11.tiquities ~t A rt Gallery 
Jerusalem - King Dav;J St. No.22 

Jerusalem Hillel st 23 P. 0. Box. 17359 Tel 251840 Fax 74388] 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , NY 10021-7064 (2 12)249-0100 

VIA FAX: 9722-533-01 0 

:'-'lr. Jack Habib 
Israel Director 

November 12, 
15 Heshvan 

Joint Distribution Committee 

Dear Jack: 

1992 
5753 

You will recall the conversations which Ray Epstein and 
you had in Israel concerning a Hebrew Instruction book 
in Russian prepared by Luba Uveeler, which she plans to 
publish in Israel for use by the new olim from the for
mer Soviet Union. I, too, discussed this matter with 
you briefly when we encountered each other in the 
dining room of the King David. 

As I told vou at the time, this is a widely used work 
in America. It has gone through eight editions since 
it was first published and is useful especially for 
older people who stri v e to master the Hebrew tongue. 
No funds for publication are being sought. The pub
lisher does want a guarantee for 1000 copies and David 
Hartman of the Jewish Agency has agreed to guarantee 
the purchase of 500 copies and we were turning to you 
for that additional guarantee which will allow the 
publication of this work to go forward. 

When I talked to you I suggested that you might have a 
brief chat with Luba Uveeler, the author, so that she 
can explain to you exactly what her work is all about 
and wherein it differs from the other materials which 
are available. She called your office for that purpose 
but was told by the secretary that you could not spare 
any time for her. You probably did not associate her 
request for "just five minutes" with the earlier con
versations which you had with us. Hence, this letter 
to you. 

Let me tell you a little bit about Luba. To begin 
with, she is the widow o f Mark Uveeler, who was the 
f o unding executive direct o r of the Memorial Foundation 
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of Jehish Culture as well as of the Claims Conference. 
He was the one who translated the agreement which ~ahum 
Goldman reached with Konrad Adenaur on reparations. 
e nder his guidance, this program was carried forward 
with precision. As far as I am concerned, Marl--: was the 
finest Jewish ci \·i 1 servant the Jewish community ever 
had - possessing that rarest of combinations of Eastern 
European Jewish passion with the self discipline and 
administrative abilit y of the Yekes. After his retire
ment from the ~emorial Foundation, he served as a vice 
president of the Hebrew University until the time of 
his death a year or so ago. 

Luba herself is an altogether remarkable human being. 
She is 85 years of age by now. In her younger years, 
she served as Professor of Hebrew at Rutgers Universit~· 
and all her life she has supported her husband in his 
many ventures. Even now at this advanced age, she 
volunteers her services for the Lighthouse Program in 
Israel and on her own time, day in and day out, teaches 
immigrants, especially elderly immigrants, who do not 
gain as mu c h as they should from their regular Ulpanim. 
Let me underscore that for all of these activities she 
does not ever accept a single penny on remuneration. 
It is a complete service of the heart. 

Accordingl~· . I would be beholden to you if you were to 
give her the five minutes of time that she asks so that 
she can explain to you precisely what is at stake here. 

Thank you very much for your helpfulness. I look 
forward to seeing you a few weeks hence at the Board 
meetings in New York. I assume, of course, that you 
will be here. 

With warm good wishes. I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander~- Schindler 

cc : Ray Epstein 



Mr. Herbert M. Singer 
745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10151 

Dear Herb: 

November 2, 1992 
6 Heshvan 5753 

Thank you for your very kind comments on my address to 
the JDC Board. I am deeply grateful for your warm 
words of commendation and thank you taking the time to 
write as you did. 

Indeed, I was delighted to learn of your brother's 
generous gift to the Endowment Fund you established for 
JDC and the benefit of its International Development 
Program. I am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter 
of appreciation to Edwin. 

With every good wish and warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



HERBERT M. SINGER 

745 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y . 10151 

October 16, 1992 

Rabbi Alexam.er Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10021 

Dear Alex: 

I did not have the opportunity to talk to you 
after your brilliant address to the JOC Board. 
Belatedly, I pay tribute to the eloquence and the 
effectiveness of your presentation of the IDP 
concepts and program. 

I think you would be pleased to learn of the 
enclosed carnmibnent to the Endowment. 

With wann personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

HMS:df 
enclosures 

I 



HERBERT M. SINGER 

745 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10151 

October 16, 1992 

Mr. Stephen D. Solender 
IDA-Federation of Jewish fhilanthropies 
130 East 59th Street 
New York, N. N. 10022 

Dear Steve: 

It is with pleasure that I enclose herewith 
check of my brother, F.dwin Singer, in the sum of 
$5,000, as a first installment of a $10,000 
carmnitment, payable to IDA-Federation. 

As you will see from the enclosed letter to me 
dated October 13th, he directs that the funds from 
this carmnitment be placed in the Endowment which I 
established for JOC for the benefit of its 
International Development Program under my letter to 
you dated September 10, 1992. 

HMS:df 
enclosure 

cc: Mr. F.dwin Singer 

Sincerely, 

!-
I 

... 
: .-·.· 

i 
I• 



FIRST CITY BANK TOWER 

CORPUS CHRISTI. TEXAS 78477 

10/13/93 

DEAR HERB 

THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO A LETTER THAT WASN'T EVEN 

MRM\TT FOR ME. THE LETTER TO MR. SOLENDER WAS SO COMPELLING 

TH..~T I HAD TO RESPOND. 

YOUR SELECTIONS OF PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT HAVE ALWAYS 

BEEN VERY WORTHY, THEY ALSO P..AVE P..AD THE UNIQUE QUALITY 

OF PROVIDING PATHS THAT LEAD TO ULTIMATE SOLUTIONS RATHER 

THAN SIMPLY ~J1ELIORATING SUFFERING. 

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK MADE OUT TO UJA-FEDERATION 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000 AS THE FIRST INSTALLMENT OF 

PAID IN JANUARY 1993. THESE FUNDS ARE TO BE PLACED IN 

THE ENDOWMENT YOU CREATED. LET ME KNOW IF YOU WANT 

TO HA~IDLE IT DIFFERETLY. 

I HOPE THAT MY EXUBERANCE OVER YOUR CONCEPT WILL 

PROVIDE JUST A LITTLE MORE MUSCLE TO THE PROGRAM. 

LOVE 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Mr. Edwin Singer 
First Cit y Bank Tower 
Corpus Christi, TX 78477 

Dear Edwin: 

November 2, 1992 
6 Heshvan 5753 

Your brother , Herb, as well as Aryeh Cooperstock of the 
JDC have told me of your generous gift to the Endowment 
that Herb has established for the International 
Development Program of the JDC. As one who serves on 
that important committee, I was thrilled to learn of 
your gift. I guess it was fate that incorrectly 
directed Herb's letter to Stephen Solender to you. 

I can assure you that your gift has been given to a 
very worthy undertaking. It will be used wisely and 
well. 

With deepest gratitude for your generous contribution 
and with e very good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Herbert M. Singer 



ARVEH COOPERSTOCK 

Dear Alex -

for your informat loo . 



JDC International 
DeYelopment Program 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 USA 
(212) 687-6200 

Sylvia Hassenfeld 
President JOC 

Aryeh Cooperstock 
ExeC"uth e 0 1rPctor 

Cables: Jointdisco New York 
Telex: 62873 
Telefax: (212) 370-5467 

Michael Schneider 
Executh e \ ice-President JDC 

Henryka Manes 
D,·p ut), Dir t>c to r 

October 21, 1992 

Mr. Edwin Singer 
First City Bank Tower 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78477 

Dear Mr. Singer, 

We were delighted to learn from your brother Herb of your most 
generous contribution to the endowment he established for us. Your 
description of his choice of causes is a view we share; and we are 
honored that he has included our program among them. Herb's letter 
is a work of art that inspires us to still greater efforts. Please 
be assured that we will make every effort to continue to merit this 
trust and expression of confidence. 

Enclosed, for your information, is a brochure describing our 
activities. We will keep you informed as our work continues. 

With best wishes for the new year. 

Sincerely, 
------- ) . 

L -~------L CA- )£~ 
Aryeh Coopers✓o'ck , 

cc. Herb Singer 

Joseph Ain Elliott Cohen Harold Friedman Saul Kagan Ivan J. Novick Kenneth Rubens 
.\d, i§or, Committee 

Alan Batkin John C. Colman Emanuel Goldberg Judith A. Levy Suzanne Parelman Howard Rubin 
Elaine K. Winik Samuel J. Semel 

Froma 8. Benerole Heinz Eppler Edythe Roland Grodnick Leon Levy Dorothy Reitman 
Chair Eugene Ribakolf Betsy R. Sheerr 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler Ellen Block Raymond Epstein Barbara Hochberg Rabbi Marshall T. Meyer 

Donald M. Robinson Herbert M. Singer 
C" n.ChMir Robert Boas Annette Dobbs Roberta Holland Rebecca Newman 

Wilma S. Tisch 
E.sther Treitel 
Sandra Weiner 
Leah Zell-Wang, 
Lois Zoller 



HERBERT M. SINGER 

74~ PIPTH AVB1"1JS 

Nzw Yo•x, N. Y. _101~1 

October 16, 1992 

Mr. Step1en D. Solen:Jer 
WA-Federation of Jewish Fhilanthrq>ies 
130 East 59th Street 
New York, N. N. 10022 

Dear steve: 

It is with pleasure that I en::lose herewith 
d1eClc of my brother, Fdwin Sirqer, in the sum of 
$5,000, as a first installIDent of a $10,000 
ccmnitment, payable to WA-Federation. 

As yru will see fran the en::losed letter to ne 
dated Octd::>er 13th, he directs that the funjs frcm 
this ccmnitment be placed in the Ernowme.nt whidl I 
established for JOC for the benefit of its 
International Developnent Program umer my letter to 
yru dated September 10, 1992. 

HMS:df 
en::losure 

a::: Mr. Edwin Singer 

Sincerely, 

... ·. · . 

' I 
I 
' • 

1 •. f. 

r 

•. 
' i ' . • 

I· .· 

. . . . · . . . . . 

. 



.Edwin Singer 
,._T CITY IIANK TOWER 

10/13/93 

DEAR HERB 

THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO A LETTER THAT WASN'T EVEN 

MEANT FOR ME. THE LE:I'i·ER TO MR. SOLENDER WAS SO COMPELLING 

THAT I BAD TO RESPOND. 

YOUR SELECTIO~S OF PROGRAMS TO SUPPORT HA.VE ALWAYS 

BEEN VERY WORTHY, THEY ALSO HAVE HAD THE UNIQUE QUALITY 

OF PROVIDING PATHS THAT LEAD TO ULTIMATE SOLUTIONS RATHER 

THAN SIMPLY AMELIORATING SUFFERING. ~- -~ 
....... -: 

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK MADE OUT TO ·, OJA-FEDERATION 
. I A f 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $5,000 AS THE FIRST .INSTALLMENT OF 

A $10,000 COMMITMENT. THE SECOND INSTALLMENT WILL BE 

PAID IN JANUARY 1993. THESE FUNDS ARE TO BE PLACED IN 

THE ENDOWMENT YOU CREATED. LET ME KNOW IF YOU WANT 

TO HANDLE IT DIFFERETLY. 

I HOPE THAT MY EXUBERANCE OVER YOUR CONCEPT WILL 

PROVIDE JUST A LITTLE MORE MUSCLE TO THE PROGRAM . 

. LOVE 
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OCT-28-92 WED 15:57 
.,. 

r~ere w1ll be 3 s tages to :he ?ro~sct· 
Pr e- ooe e.t ion 
Cperatii,n 
Fo llow up 

egarding t '1 e 

2 . jQC will r.~ r~~r~r~ i M1~ f or tn~ rtA-cpera t ion in the 
us , nareely th~ ~ppl lu ~Llu u !ur t~~J$ t~ the us 
gover nment a nd liaieon with the US Jewi~h 
nr13rini:1: a t i ons. 

3 . A~ and :oc wi ll be jointl y r es~onsi b l ~ for p l ~" ri~ a ot 
~he pro j ect, preparation o! the budget, antl 
negot i ~t i on of ag~eem~nt s with tho Kcr.y~n 
authori ti e~, UNHCR and o~ hA~ rRlF.vn nt ~~rties. 

4. AN will be r cspon~iblc for implementation of t h~ 
pr~je~t 0~ t~ A o ro 1rd JDC Wil ~ be kept fully 
i nfor rne~ vf dll c cLlvl~1 ~~d JDC 5t~ff will be 
precent on tha 9round. 

~. The pro j ect will not commence before com~ l otion of 
~atis fae t ory ~q~PP~Pnt ~ with t h~ appropriate 
a ~t:hor .1. ti es . 

i; 7 ..... ~ c;~r. 1,,, _1 , :r e-:. ... :-i .: •c .. a wa:.,, to en- re t at 
t,.1:::ic ... 1:. i..1e flexibility o.nd tho. t t ~ ere wil.!. be 
cu f f i c i ent ma r q1n to avoid ovQrruni . 

? . Th e budg~t wi ll in,lude sufficient f~nd3 for th$ 
f ollQw up (d~~~rihP.n h~ 1nw) . 

o. Lio ie on wi t h J DC wi ll b8 thro~ gh P-~i BBrgrnan 

9 J~C w~ll ~~ ~v~~~ 4 staff- perso n to cea l wi~h f in~nc i~l 
i~~ue ~ on t he gro~nd . 

P, 02 
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lJ, where P.ec~~~~Ly US vol~nteers will ~lco ba ir.volv&d 
in the proj~ct. 

,' 

1:. Tb~~~ will be Q follow ttro~sh period of at!~~~~~ 
month. aft~r th~ ~Amp is turned over to U~HCR J~~l11~ 
which tine JDC will ~aintain ~ p,e~encc. Thio might 
b~ in the form of ~edical parsonr.el. 

P, 03 



World Union For nn1iJnn n11il'"J •n111Jil 11,"\'~il 
1 \ Progressive Judaism 
~ l 
~ ,_,,.u.,,., E 

.... ,....,..,.. .<" 
838 Fifth Avenue. New York, N.Y. 10021 • (2121 249-0100/13 King David Street, Jerusalem, Israel 94101 • 02-234-748 
FAX # 12121 517-3940 FAX # 02-203-446 

October 20, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Rabbi Schindler: 

Thank you for sharing with me a copy of your October 16, 1992 memo 
to Don Day. 

About five years ago I made the rounds of all the Joint 
Distribution Committee people to whom I had access to pursue the 
possibility of JDC funding for movement projects. To say it was 
a vain statement is an understatement. This is yet another 
situation where we are not, or at least were not, considered as 
making enough of a contribution to the "overall" Jewish community 
to make support of us appropriate for the JDC. 

I would welcome the opportunity to make another such effort. It 
would be very helpful if you would ask Mrs. Tishman with whom I 
should speak. If I can say "Peggy Tishman suggested I call," that 
would probably open a door or two which would otherwise remain 
shut. 

I suspect any monies the Conservative movement receives is in 
support of the Seminario. If that is not the case, than we really 
should be receiving our fair share! 

Thank you in advance for what you are able to do! 

Sincerely, 

Rabbi Clifford M. Kulwin 

cc: Donald S . Day 
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PRESIDENT: 
Mr. Donald S. Day (U.S.A.) 
HON. LIFE PRESIDENT: 
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VICE PRESIDENTS: 
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October 20, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

Just a note to thank you for your 
on the JDC support of conservative projects 
America. I will be talking to Cliff Kulwin 

Donalds. Day 

DSD:csa 

memorandum 
in South 
about it. 
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FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

MEMORANDUM 

October 16, 1992 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Donald Day 

Rabbi Clifford Kulwin 

At the Area Committee meetings of the JDC, Peggy Tis~man 

reported on South America and spoke of JDC support to some 

Conservative projects. When I questioned her about this, she 

indicated that the Conservative movement was the only stream of 

Judaism which applied for a grant. 

This is something you should definitely look into with an eye to 

assistance for our programs in South America. 

Fond regards. 

✓ 



1<.\Bl,1 .\ IE~.\'.''DER \ I. :'ClW DJ.ER 
f·".r -,i.,U l 

Michael Schneider 
Executive Vice President 

Ui'dO;\; OF AMERICAN HEBREW CO, GREG . .\TIO:\ 
838 r, FTI-' A•✓ E NUE ~IEW YORK ,.,, Y 1t·021 

September 24, 1992 
26 Elul 5752 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New YorK, NY 10017 

Dear MiKe: 

It took me a while to straighten out our eager beavers 
so far as the Somalia project is concerned. Enclosed 
please find a memorandum from Eric Yoffie which 
summarizes our position in the matter. 

Thanks for your understanding. All the very best for a 
"shnat chayim 'W'shalom". 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



j MEN1ORANDUM I 

Date: 

From: 

✓To: 

September 23, 1992 

Rabbi Eric Yoffie 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

.. .... ,.. 

CC: Evely Laser Shlensky, Melvin Merians 

Our letter does indeed imply more of a role for the UAHC than we 
have taken on. We should have been more careful in our wording. 

As we discussed, our responsibilities are clear and very limited: 
we have undertaken a one-time fundraising effort, and we have no 
role -- implied or otherwise -- beyond our High Holiday appeal. 
We most certainly will have no connection with the AID. 

As I think you know, Glenn Stein has had almost daily contacts with 
the JDC, and we have a clear understanding with them of what they 
are prepared to do, assuming adequate funding comes in. If 
adequate funding does not come in, all money raised will be 
directed to Somalia through some other channels such as the 
International Red Cross. Both our letter and the New York Times 
ad ars making this clear. 

I will keep you informed. 

Union of American Hebrew Con3resations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 (2121249-0100 



Herbert M. Singer 
745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10151 

Dear Herbert: 

September 15, 1992 
17 Elul 5752 

I have a copy of your letter accompanying your gift of 
$25,000 to our UJA Federation and earmarked to advance 
the work of JDC and particularly its International 
Development Program. 

But, then, you have the thanks which comes from the 
knowledge that your gift advances a cause which is 
preeminently worth while. 

You are a man of your word and I admire you exceedingly 
much. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



\ 
I 

g.eerherl Orr dinger 



HERBERT M. SINGER 

7 45 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y . 101 5 1 

September 10, 1992 

Mr. Stephen D. Solender 
IDA-Federation of Jewish Fhilanthropies 
130 F.ast 59th Street 
New York, N. Y. 10022 

Dear Steve: 

I am enclosing herewith my check payable to 
IDA-Federation in the sum of $25,000, as the first 
installment of a $50,000 corrnnitment for the benefit of 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
(JOC) , the balance to be paid in January, 1993 or 
before, at my discretion. 

'lllese funds are to be held as an Endowment fund 
for the benefit of JOC, the income from which is to be 
devoted to support the activities of the International 
Development Program (JOC-IDP) of JOC. 

I am establishing this Endowment as a result of 
my close observation of the activities of JOC-IDP over 
its entire five year existence. 

I have been profoundly impressed by its 
creativity in the selection of programs; by its 
ability to augment its budget with funds from 
governme..rit, fou.-ry-1...ations and interested individuals i."1 
its various programs; by its skill in finding the 
appropriate project leaders and the talent required to 
implement those highly diversified programs, 
frequently fraught with danger; and by its 
thoroughness in integrating and overseeing complex 
projects. 

I have the deepest of respect for the dedication 
of its extraordinary staff; for its remarkable record 
of achievement; and for the worldwide prestige for 
performance which it has already earned, despite its 
short period of existence and its limited funding. 



-2-

But, more significantly, I am making this grant 
because of my conviction that JI:C-IDP has the 
potential to become one of the great humanitarian 
institutions of the world. 

Its dominant mission is not only to ameliorate, 
on a non-sectarian basis, the suffering of victims of 
natural disasters and man-made misfortunes, but also 
to leave the stricken comnrunity with the tools, 
organizational stru.cture and trained indigenous talent 
to pursue a prcgram of self-help; and thus to 
regenerate within the community, a spirit of hope and 
enterprise. 

The worldwide implications in realizing this 
potential, would be profound. It would be a dramatic 
demonstration of Jewish concern for htnnan misfortune 
regardless of race, creed, national origin or global 
location, in keeping with Biblical teaching of the 
kinship of all mankind. It would soften the deep 
seated prejudice and antagonism with which Jewish 
society has been plagued for a millennil.Iltl. 

It could also change the attitude of many 
goverrnnents presently unsympathetic to the Jew and to 
the ultimate refuge of persecuted Jews, Israel. It 
could become a restraining influence in manifestations 
of anti-semitism in goverrnnents and among people, when 
they consider that, in the future, disaster may strike 
and they will need help from every source that they 
can tap. 

Incidental to its humanitarian objectives, JI:C
IDP, through its effort to involve Israeli talent in 
its projects, could be (and, indeed, has already been) 
of significant help to Israel in advancing Israel's 
science, technology, trade and commerce with lands 
previously unfriendly; and could also be of some help 
in Israel's unemployment problem. 

JI:C-IDP could also become of irrportant 
consequence to Jewish comnrunities in our nation. 



,. 
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While the Jew, historically, has had a deep 
concern for the unfortunate in human society and has 
translated that concern into a rare dedication of 
effort and treasure in the cause of humanity, 
nevertheless Jewish generosity has been widely 
considered to be parochial and limited to the 
unfortunate in the Jewish community. 'Ihe 
extraordinary generosity of Jewish philanthrophy to 
non-sectarian causes has, unfortunately, been 
considered to be given by individuals rather than as 
members of the Jewish community. JOC-IDP and its 
dramatic non-sectarian program could significantly 
dissolve this unfortunate ima.ge of parochialism which 
presently attaches to Jewish philanthrophy. 

Not the least, JL'C-IDP could become a mobilizer 
of funds (without adversely affecting the fund raising 
efforts of UJA) by tapping, as it already has, 
goverrrrnent funds, foundation funds and funds from 
Jewish and non-Jewish sources that, for one reason or 
another, have not contributed to UJA or will not 
diminish contributions to its appeals. 

It is my profound hope that the rationale and the 
exciting potential of JOC-IDP will appeal to others 
who could furnish further strength and stability to 
this unusual project. 

For those who are unfamiliar with JOC-IDP, I am 
annexing a statement concerning its origins, its 
policies and its achievements. 

Many thanks for your willingness to give this 
program the wide coverage that it deseJ:Ves. 

Sincerely, 

HMS:bs 
enc. 
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From: Edie Miller 

To: Elaine Winik 

MEMORANDUM 

July 10, 1992 
9 Tammuz 5752 

When Aryeh's memo of July 7 on the opening of the Children's 
Rehabilitation Center in Armenia arrived, I immediately 
called him and learned he is out of the country. I left word 
for him to take note of the fact that September 27 is erev 
Rosh Hashonah. 

Alex, who is just back in the country but not yet in NYC, 
suggested I call you. When I telephoned your home I learned 
you are away for about ten days. Be that as it may, you may 
want to consider requesting a date change for the opening so 
that a JDC representative might be in attendance. A program 
on the eve of Rosh Hashonah in such a far distant place 
creates difficulties for most Jews, and certainly for 
leaders of an American Jewish organization it would be best 
to seek to reschedule the official opening. 

Hope all is well with you and that you are enjoying a 
pleasant summer. Warm regards. 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Sylvia Hassenfeld, Elaine Winik, Alex Schindler, Michael Schneider 

Aryeh Coope~~ 

July 7, 1992 

Opening of the Children's Rehabilitation Center, Armenia 

\Ve weia informed today that we car. (finally!} schedule the officlal opening of the 
Center on September 27 in Gumri (Leninakan). Obviously JDC should be represented 
by our leadership. There are weekly flights from Paris to Yerevan and from Sofia to 
Yerevan. There are also more frequent flights to Yerevan from various cities in the 
FSU. 

Would you please tell me if and when it would be convenient to have your participation 
so that the appropriate arrangements can be made. Or perhaps you could suggest 
some alternative representation. y 
Thank you. Ii 

1 

e/ 
Cf. 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Sylvia Hassenfeld, Elaine Winik, Alex Schindler, Michael Schneider 

Aryeh Cooperstock 

July 2, 1992 

RE: Children's Rehabilitation Center, Armenia 

Construction completion of the Cemer is now scheduled for mid-September. 

Obviously, given our experience with delays so far - caused, for example, by war, 

blockades, a devastated economy - the date could be changed. But so iar, ~" goc,d. 

We have to decide on a name for the Center. A Jewish name is certainly appropriate. 

Our original idea was to name it for Henry Morgenthau Sr.: not only might he be 

considered the father of JDC, but also he is a bona fide hero for the Armenians since 

he brought their plight at the hands of the Turks to the attention of the world. This 

would, however, be very unpopular with the Turkish Jewish community. 

Of course it can be called the JDC Center with an appropriate explanation of who and 

what we are on a plaque inside. Or some name that signifies the American Jewish 

community. A more creative solution would be welcome. 

Please let me have your advice as soon as possible. 



"RAB/ALEXANDER M. SCHI NDLE R e UN ION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONG REGATIO'.'!S u eses,orn, ""''"'" AVrnu, New , os,. N, '""' " " """"' 

Mr. Herbert Singer 
Singer, Netter & Dowd 
745 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10151 

Dear Herb: 

June 10, 1992 
9 Sivan 5752 

I was delighted to learn via Aryeh Cooperstock that you 
had made a commitment of $50,000 for the JDC 
International Development Program. You know, of course, 
how consequential I consider this work to be. Not only 
is it good for the Jews, it is good for humankind. So I 
am admiring of you and grateful to you. 

Kol Hakavod - all honor to you. 

Fondly, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

w ::;:... I\; 'J. IL-

J 
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Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 

President 
Sylvia Hassenfeld 

Executive Vice-President 
Michael Schneider 

June 5, 1992 

Mr. Herbert Singer 
Singer, Netter & Dowd 
7 45 Fifth A venue 
New York, NY 10151 

Dear Herb, 

711 Th ird Avenue 
New York, NY. 10017 

(212) 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Jointdisco New York 
Telex: 62873 

We were very pleased that Pat Gantz announced the establishment of an 

endowment with your personal commitment of $50,000 for the JDC 

International Development Program. It is our understanding that you wish 

to fulfill this pledge within the year. Once your initial contribution is 

received and the endowment is formally established, we will be able to 

solicit additional funds. 

This tangible expression of your support for one of our most innovative 

programs is another demonstration of your deep concern for the welfare of 

our people. Through your sensitive gift you recognize in IDP the 

humanitarian base of our faith as it helps all people. 

Sincerely, 

b~tor 
Resal.!fces De'!elopment 

Tile Jo,111 Oi$lributron Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal The JD 

also receives smaller amounts from tile Central British Fund World Jewish Relief. Canadian Federations via United lsra 

llnno:,I nf r:,n:,rl:, :>nrl r.nmm11nil 1, ·• F'urO0e. 
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Theodore Comet 

SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

April 20, 1992 
17 Nisan 5752 

Assoc. Executive Vice President 
Joint Distribution Committee, INc. 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ted: 

I have your letter of April 16th concerning your desire 
to bring a greater awareness of JDC to the rabbinate. 

As you know, I head the congreqational body of Reform 
Judaism and the contact to the rabbinate itself is better 
established through the CCAR. Joe Glaser is your best 
contact on that, and you can reach him at the offices of 
the Central Conference. 

As far as our conventions both national and regional are 
concerned, we obviously have a number of workshops on 
World Jewry and their needs in one way or another at each 
of our conventions. They are arranged primarily through 
our international affiliates, the World Union for 
Progressive Judaism, and focus at least to some extent on 
the development of Reform Judaism in those areas. Still, 
there is no reason whatsoever why the JDC contributions 
should not be an element of that. We do draw a lot of 
people to these functions. Approximately, 500 to each of 
our 14 regional conventions and at our last National 
Biennial between 4500 and 5000 people were in attendance. 

You are also right as far as our Camp and Youth programs 
are concerned and of course our school system is 
important too. Our curriculum does include courses on 
"Jews Around the World". JDC and its story ought to be a 
part of that if it is not already. (It was when I was 
Director of Education years ago). 
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The proper contact for our Camp and Youth work is Rabbi 

Allen Smith, who is here at our office at 838 Fifth 
Avenue. Arthur Grant, also at our national headquarters, 

coordinates our national and regional conventions. Rabbi 
Howard Bogot is our National Director of Education. Why 
don't you make an appointment with each of them and 
discuss how the JDC story can become a thread of our 
programming. 

As far as I am concerned, you don't have to worry. I 
tell everyone within hearing that JDC is "the class act 
on American Jewish organizational life." 

With warm good wishes, I am 

CC: Sylvia Hassenfeld 
Michael Schneider 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 

President 
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Executive Vice-President 
Michael Schneider 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, N.Y 10017 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

(212} 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Jointdisco New York 
Telex· 62873 

April 16, 1992 

As we are now able to talk publicly about most of JDC's global activity, 
we are looking at new audiences we should be reaching. An important 
target group identified is the Rabbinate -- for their personal edification and 
as potential tellers of the tale to their congregations. 

The concept is not the selling of JDC, but rather raising consciousness of 
and deepening knowledge about the condition of world Jewry. On a 
narrow functional level, JDC can provide dramatic themes and anecdotal 
material that could enhance sermons and synagogue bulletins; on a broader 
plane, JDC can provide the background against which the Reform 
movement can view its activities overseas. 

We have a close rapport with the UJA Rabbinic Cabinet and its members 
do receive JDC materials on a regular basis. But we would like to go 
beyond UJA and directly to the major instruments of the Reform movement 
-- U.A.H.C. and the CCAR, to explore how JDC information on world 
Jewry can be channeled through them; the possibilities for sessions on 
world Jewry at their conventions; getting on the programs of retreats; 
NFTY camps, etc. (you know the potential better than I do). 

I'd welcome your thinking on this matter and the opportunity to discuss it 
with you. 

Chag Sam each! 

Theodore Cornet 
Associate Executive Vice President 

TC/rnll 
cc: Sylvia Hassenfeld 

Michael Schneider 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel 
Appeal of Canada, and communities in Europe. 
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April 16, 1992 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To: Aryeh Cooperstock 

RE: JDC Statement 

Enclosed is my re-draft of the JDC Mission statement. I 
tried to retain as much of the original as possible. 

Let me have your reaction and, of course, any suggested 
changes. 

Warm regards and have a sweet and happy Pesach. 



JDC-IDP's objectives are 

to advance the basic tenet of Judaism which affirms that all 
people, Jew and non-Jew, are members of one Family; and that the 
victims of natural disasters and man-made misfortunes should be 
aided in their need by the more fortunate members of that Family; 

to provide a Jewish presence in the development programs of 
Third World countries and the emerging nations of Eastern Europe; 

to extend such efforts particularly to lands where Jewish 
communities still exist, and where their status might be improved 
or the burden of their continuing persecution be relieved because 
of our activities; 

to further efforts of the United States government in the 
pursuit of its long-established policy to bring succor to peoples 
who are victims of famine, diseases, and other natural or man-made 
disasters; 

to enhance the international standing of the State of Israel 
wherever its foreign policy goals coincide with those of our own 
government; 

to carry on activities in foreign lands that use Israeli 
products and skills and thus help not only to generate Israeli 
employment but also to enlarge Israel's scientific, technical and 
industrial capacity; 

and to marshall the material resources and the talents of our 
own constituency to complement the free-will offerings of the 
larger population as well as grants provided by U.S. governmental 
agencies to such world-wide humanitarian undertakings. 

1 
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JDC-IDP's objectives are 

to advance the basic tenet of Judaism which affirms that all people, Jew and 
non-Jew, are members of one Family; and that the victims of natural disasters and 
man-made misfortunes should be aided in their need by the more fortunate members 
of that Family; 

to provide a Jewish presence in the development programs of Third World 
countries and the emerging nations of Eastern Europe; 

to extend such efforts particularly to lands where Jewish communities still exist, 
and where their status might be improved or the burden of their continuing persecution 
be relieved because of our activities; 

to further efforts of the United States government in the pursuit of its long
established policy to bring succor to peoples who are victims of famine, diseases, and 
other natural or man-made disasters; 

to enhance the international standing of the State of Israel wherever its foreign 
policy goals coincide with those of our own government; 

to carry on activities in foreign lands that use Israeli products and skills and thus 
help not only to generate Israeli employment but also to enlarge Israel's scientific, 
technical and industrial capacity; 

and to marshal! the material resources, know-how, and talents of our own 
constituency to complement the voluntary contribution of the larger Jewish and non
Jewish population as well as grants provided by U.S. governmental agencies and by 
foundations, to advance such world-wide humanitarian undertakings. 
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to provide a Jewish presence in the development programs of Third World 
countries and he emerging nations of Eastern Europe; 

to extend such effort particularly o lands where Jewish communities still exist, 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Mr. Arthur Brody 

April 21, 1992 
18 Nisan 5752 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Arthur: 

I am delighted to join the former Soviet Union Area 
Committee of the JDC. 

However, it is impossible for me to attend the meeting on 
May 19 as I will be in Los Angeles speaking at a dinner 
of the UAHC Fund for Reform Judaism. I hope you will 
forgive my absence and keep me posted on any and all 
developments which transpire in this committee. 

Warm regards, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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711 Third Avenue 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex, 

(212) 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Jointdisco New York 
Telex· 62873 / 
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As you know, JDC's Board has mandated a restructuring of 
Area Committees to make them smaller and more effective as 
decision-making bodies. Board members are now assigned to 1 
just one Area Committee. I was pleased to learn that you -11/ . 
were proposed for the Former Soviet Union Area Committee, or 
and am writing to urge you to accept this assignment. 

As you are undoubtedly aware, the former Soviet Union is a 
major area of operation for JDC. We provide a wide gamut of 
services, most prominent of which is our food distribution 
program, both sectarian and non-sectarian. 

I am sure you will find it a stimulating and satisfying 
experience. We, in turn, can benefit from the input of someone 
like you who has valuable experience in dealing with human 
needs. 

I look forward to seeing you at our meeting on May 19, 
currently scheduled for 3:00 to 5:30 p.m., and hope that you 
will make every effort to be present. You'll soon be receiving 
the agenda and other information. 

If you would like to discuss the work of the committee and 
your role, please call me at (908) 602-1500. Should you require 
background material, call Searle Brajtman, JDC's Desk Officer 
for the former Soviet Union, at (212) 687-6200. 

Sincerely, 

Arthur Brody 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief. Canadian Federations via United Israel 
Appeal of Canada, and communities in Europe. 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

~~v· 
~pi M E M O R A N D U M 

IDP Committee 

Elaine Winik/Alex Schindler 

March 30, 1992 

IDP Czechoslovakia Project 

We thought you would be interested in the attached report by Prof. Stanley Herr 
of the University of Maryland following his very intensive week in Prague. (Not 
all the expatriate instructors come for so short a stay.) You will see that he 
taught his specialized subject to a very receptive audience of non-lawyers; and 
that he learned a great deal from the experience. In fact, he is extremely 
enthusiastic about the Project, and expressed his desire to continue his 
participation in it. 

Clearly, as we expected, considerable new ground is being broken with this 
Project; and a great deal remains to be done. 

Prof. Herr mentioned several people whom you may not know: Pesach Gitelman, 
of JDC Israel, and Stefan Rothschild, of Akim Jerusalem, are our Project 
Directors; Marcia Presky is from the JDC-IDP staff. 
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SUMMARY REPORT ON JDC TRAINING INSTITUTE 

March 15 - 22, 1992 

I. Teachine Activities 

Human rights, legislation, and advocacy were the focuses of my teaching 

assignment. For most of the students, my classes were their first systematic exposure to those 

subjects in relation to the disabilities field. The students, however, brought to the class a 

profound and intimate experience of human rights struggles from first-hand encounters. This, 

in tum, led to a high level of personal and intellectual engagement that produced lively 

exchanges and concrete written proposals for change. 

The themes for the five days of teaching were: 

Day 1. International human ri&hts, with special emphasis on the U.N. Declaration on the 

Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons (1971), the U.N. Declaration on the rights of Disabled 

Persons (1975) and the U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child (1990). 

Day 2. Human and Ieaal ri&hts for persons in institutions, or in the process of movement to 

community living, including legal concepts of the principle of the least restrictive alternative, 

normalization and integration. 

Day 3. Adyocacy in its various modes {parental, habilitation, professional, self-advocacy, legal, 

etc.) and efforts to enhance autonomy and choice for persons with disabilities. 

Day 4. Beroalzln1 and remedylnc discrimination and prejudice against persons with 

disabilities in different cultures and legal systems. 

Day 5. Evaluatlon of methods of fosterinc Jual and social cban&e in relation to contemporary 

C1.CChoslovakian realities. 



adequate medical treatment and to enjoy community living with de facto parents when the natural 

parents rejected and become detached from their Down's Syndrome teenager. 

Stefan and Pesach were helpful in many ways, including inviting the Ministry 

officials, arranging an interview with a leading governmental adviser on disability policy and 

orienting me to the group, classroom, Prague, the local Jewish community and the ·national 

context. They have a fine rapJX)rt with the students and this reservoir of good will between them 

(and the faculty members that came earlier) spills over to benefit the faculty member for the 

current week. They were kind to go out to the airpcrt in an attempt to meet me (see 

recommendation 1 below) and to introduce me to a remarkable set of professionals, parents, 

persons with disabilities, the Israeli ambassador, and experiences. 

m. Useful Contacts 

I attach photocopies of the business cards of the two lawyers who came to 

successive classes (Jan Bebr and Anna Samkova). They are interested in the disabilities field and 

might be usefully consultant in the future. At a reception at the University Medical School, I was 

also introduced to Czech Minister of Health, Dr. Martin Bojar, and his aides for international 

cooperation (Dr. Katerina Ciharova) and adviser (Dr. Slavomil Hubalek). Their cards are 

attached as well as that of Professor Jan Ffciffer of Charles University's Rehabilitation Clinic, 

who strongly encourageci r.~ to und~rtakc follow-up work with various named federal and 

republic officials in ministries of Labor and Social Affairs. Finally, Ing. Tomas Jung and Ing. 

Jaroslav Hruby came to our class, and in the course of our discussions invited us to send our 

views and recommendations to them. 

3 



Marcia Presky on the weekend (who most graciously received my calls at inconvenient hours) 

and my wife in Baltimore, and sending a telex message from Frankfurt were not effective means 

to spare us all some wasted energy and uncertainty. An agreed upon telephone point of contact 

in Prague would avoid that problem. 

2. Share prior faculty reports (with their permission) or use other means to better 

prepare the faculty members that come afterwards. 

Although I did take the initiative to call Alan Gartner before my teaching stint, 

it would be helpful to have a clearer idea of what teaching styles work best and what was 

already covered in the earlier sessions. Anything that can be done to increase continuity and 

build on effective approaches is clearly helpful. 

3. Use teaching methods and schedules that maximize student participation. 

Role plays, drafting tasks, and other small group exercises were very constructive 

learning opportunities. They tested mastery of new concepts and principles. They allowed the 

students to operate uninhibited by the English language, or the shyness of large class dynamics 

led by a • foreign expert.• 

4. Shorten the teaching day. 

Eight houn even with lunch and other breaks is too much for students and faculty 

alike. These students as busy professionals also have othet· demands on their time, and the result 

is some fall off of afternoon attendance (always with the politest and most reasonable of 

excuses). This faculty member certainly found the physical and mental burden significant, 

especially with the jet-lag and travel delays thrown in for good measure. I know that some other 

faculty members had this opinion, too. 

s 



from care in large, isolated institutions often located in rural areas to care in more normal 

settings in population centers. 

/3J~~ 
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R.-\BB I .-\ 1.E:\ t\ 'WER .\l. SC!!J :'\DLER e UN ION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CO;\;GREGATI ONS 

Herbert M. Singer 
745 Fifth Avenue 
~ew York, NY 10151 

De ar Herb: 

838 FIFTH A\iENUE NEW YORK Y 10021 

April 1, 1992 
27 A.dar II 5752 

' 212 1 249 011)() 

Thanks for sending me a copy of your newly revised JDC
IDP mission statement. You handled the problem with 
delicacy . 

Thank you so much. 

With ever y good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



HERBERT M. SINGER 

745 FIFTH AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N . Y. 10151 

March 27, 1992 

Mr. Al:yeh Cooperstock 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 

Committee, Inc. 
711 'Ihird Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 10017 

Dear Al:yeh: 

In accordance with my discussion with Alex 
Schindler, I have revised the first paragraph of the 
mission statement, which I enclose herewith. 

I would appreciate your reaction to the revision 
and the reaction of those set forth below: 

HMS:df 
encl. 

cc: Elaine Winik 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Sincerely, 



. . 

Draft 3/27/92 

JOC-IDP's objectives are 

To advance the basic tenet of Jewish faith 
and tradition that all mankind, Jew and non-Jew, 
are members of one Family; and that the victims 
of natural disasters and man-made misfortunes 
should be aided in their need by the more fortunate 
of that Family, with a priority for fellow 
Jews because of the special burden of persecution 
or discrimination which most societies place upon them; 

To diminish such persecution and discrimination, 
particularly in developing countries where Jews are 
at risk; 

To advance the international stature of Jews 
and the State of Israel; 

To provide a Jewish presence in the development 
program of Third World countries and the emerging 
nations of Eastern Europe; and 

To can:y on activities in foreign lands that 
use Israeli talent and manpower and thus help not 
only to reduce Israeli unemployment but also to 
advance the Israeli capacity for scientific, technical 
and industrial activity. 
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The American Jewish 

Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
President 
Sylvia Hassenfeld 
Executive Vice-President 
Michael Schne,cer 

Ms. Elaine Winik 
103 Greenhaven Road 
Rye, NY 10580 

Dear Elaine: 

711 Third Avenue 
New York. N.Y 100 7 

(212) 687-6200 
Fax No 12'2) 370-5467 
Cables· Jointd,sco ew York 
Telex : 62873 

February 21, 1992 

In keeping with the Review Committee recommendations, 
we would like to make better use of our board talents 
and create a better mechanism for active committee 
involvement. To achieve this goal, we would like this 
year to appoint board members to area committees and 
to thereby both control committee size and provide for 
better distribution on the various committees. 

We know that many board members like the opportunity 
to receive up-to-date briefings on developments 
throughout the JDC world. We plan to initiate an all
area-forum at which updates will be presented to the 
full board. 

Our intent is to involve board members deeply in an 
area and then rotate them around so that within a few 
years, they become more knowledgeable in-depth in many 
areas of our activity. 

We have taken the prerogative of suggesting the 
enclosed list of board members for the International 
Development Committee. This list includes many 
current members of the committee and some new proposed 
members. I would appreciate it if you would review 
this proposed list and let me know your reactions 
before we take the next steps. 

The Jo,nt Distribut ion Committee receives ,ts funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JD• 
also receives sma ller amounts from the Central Briti sh Fund World Jewish Rel ief. Canad ian Federations via United lsra1 
Appeal of Canada. and communities in South Africa and Europe. 



I hope that by these changes, we will be able to 
achieve better area committee involvement in decision 
making. 

With best regards. 

SH:ji 
cc: Alex Schindler 

Michael Schneider 

Sincerely, 

sf;i;;;::,.enfeld 



INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

CHAIR: 
CO-CHAIR: 

COHEN, Elliott 
DOBBS, Annette 
GOLDENBERG, Ed 
HEPPNER, Dodo 
HORWITZ, Hal 
KAPLAN, Ed 

WINIK, Elaine 
SCHINDLER, Alex 

LEVY, Leon 
NOVICK, Ivan 
ROBINSON, Donald 
RODMAN, Sherry 
RUBENS, Kenneth 
SCHEERR, Betsy 
SINGER, Herb 
STEIN, Martin 
WEINER, Sandra 
ZOLLER, Lois 

TOTAL: 18 

New York 
New York 

Atlanta 
San Francisco 
Philadelphia 
Canada 
Richmond, VA 
MD 
New York 
Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh 
Bethesda, MD 
England 
Philadelphia 
New York 
Milwaukee 
Houston 
Chicago 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Mr. Marshall Weinberg 

October 9, 1991 
1 Heshvan 5752 

Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Marshall: 

I received a copy of the Archives Committee minutes of 
your September 13th meeting which I was unable to attend. 

I really have nothing to add to what was decided. I 
would have joined with virtuall y every one of the 
decisions which were reached. 

I was glad to read this report, particularly that section 
which related to the general background on the JDC 
Archives. These are in a far better state than I would 
have thought - surely the best of any American Jewish 
organization. 

I agree with Herb Katzki that the oral history project be 
carried forward with the greatest possible speed. The 
sands of time flow quickl y . Valuable insights might be 
lost. 

Th e minutes indicate that presently interviews are con 
ducted with former "JDC staff members." I assume that 
even active staff members are being interviewed. Some 
have served JDC for a long time and they might be able to 
shed light on events which happened in the past. I take 
it moreover, that these interviews are not just limited 
to JDC staff. I am certain that lay leaders involved in 
this work have valuable insights to offer. 

This is important work and I am glad that it is in your 
capable hands. 

With all best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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The American Jewish X -Y 
Joint Distribution Committee, ·1hc. 
Pre•ldent 
Sylvia Hassenfeld 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY. 10017 

(212) 687-6200 

Executive Vice-President 
Michael Schneider 

Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables. Jointdisco New York 
Telex: 62873 

TO: 

FROM: 

October 8, 1991 

Members of Archives Committee 

Marshall Weinberg, Chair 
Dr. Martin Cherkasky 
Elliott Cohen 
Pauline Falk 
Harold Friedman 
Sylvia Hassenfeld 
Saul Kagan 
Sybil Milton 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Bernice Waldman 
Jane Weitzmann 

Denise Bernard Gluck 

Enclosed are the minutes of the first meeting 
of the Archives Committee on Friday, September 
13, 1991. 

This meeting marked an historic point for 
JDC's archives program: the official 
involvement of our Board in our archives. We 
touched on a broad range of issues at this 
introductory session and will address some of 
them in greater depth when we meet again. 

I look forward to an exciting and fruitful 
partnership and thank you all for your 
participation. 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel 
Appeal of Canada, and communities in South Africa and Europe. 
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Rabbi Haskel Lookste1r , New York, NV 
Alan MarCJV'!Z M1Jwa•1kee, WI 
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Edward t-l. Rob .... , Los Angeles, CA 
Sherry Roama,1 Bethesda, MD 
Allan Rodolitz. Brooklyn, NY 
Edytr e Roland-G ·odnick Maplewood, NJ 
M1chellE' Ro ,en Mercer Island, WA 
Stanley Rothenfeld, Cleveland. OH 
Leonard Rubin, Tenafly, NJ 
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Be.sy R Sheerr Bryn Mawr, PA 
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. . 
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1914 - 1989 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 

MINUTES 

ARCHIVES COMMITTEE 
Friday, September 13, 1991 

Chair: Marshall Weinberg 

Present: Staff: 

Dr . Martin Cherkasky 
Elliott Cohen 
Pauline Falk 
Sylvia Hassenfeld 
Saul Kagan 
Sybil Milton 
Jane Weitzmann 

1. Introductions and Welcome 

Ted Comet 
Miriam Feldman 
Denise Gluck 
Ralph Goldman 
Herbert Katzki 
Lowell Scher 
Michael Schneider 

Chairman Marshall Weinberg welcomed everyone to the inaugural 
meeting of the Archives Committee and each person present 
introduced him/herself to the group. Mr. Weinberg acknowledged 
the committee members who could not be present: Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler, Bernice Waldman and Harold Friedman. The primary 
purpose of this first meeting was to acquaint everyone wi th the 
basic facts about the JDC archives, their potential uses and some 
practical problems which the committee will eventually address. 

2. Role of Committee 

Mr. Weinberg outlined his vision of the key roles of the Archives 
Committee: 

A. Preserving JDC's historical documents, both written and 
oral; 

B. Overseeing the use of the archives by scholars and 
students for the publication and dissemination of 
information; 

c. Guiding the use of the archives as a vital public 
relations tool for JDC, federations and UJA; 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 USA 
Tel : (212) 687-6200 Cables: JOINT DISCO NEW YORK Telex: 62873 Telefax: (212) 370-5467 
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D. Ensuring the proper maintenance of records for JDC's 
administration; 

E. Advocating the work of the archives within the overall 
governance structure of JDC. 

3. General Background on JDC Archives 

Dr. Sybil Milton, Senior Resident Historian of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, presented an objective view of the value of JDC's archives. She stated that, for research in most areas of twentieth-century Jewish life, the JDC archives is one of the richest resources, with the photo archives themselves being a fantastic resource. It has the only major collection of photos, for example, of the French transit camps during Nazi occupation. In terms of size and importance, the JDC archives rank between the Leo Baeck institute (smaller than JDC} and YIVO (slightly larger than JDC's archives) among local institutions. 

Denise Gluck posed, and answered, a series of basic questions about JDC's archives: 

A. Locations of collections (New York and Jerusalem) and 
their respective sizes. 

B. Physical condition and security with respect to 
environmental hazards: conditions in New York are 
relatively good, while the climate in Israel poses more of a threat to paper and requires greater monitoring; 

C. JDC records housed out of JDC's immediate control: in other repositories, such as university libraries, and in private collections. \✓~ 
)O~r.JJ,_;-, The possibility of reclaiming some of these scattered nAV . collections was briefly discussed. Michael Schneider suggested -..y· , that we prepare an analysis of what is being stored by others and then evaluate the options available for obtaining the material, whether it be microfilm copies or return of originals. Dr. Cherkasky suggested the committee receive a summary listing of the materials held in JDC's archives. This will be prepared and distributed before the next committee meeting. 

D. Microfilming of JDC historical materials for 
preservation purposes: all records from 1914-1921 have been filmed, filming of 1921-1932 records is halfway completed. 
The major task of filming until the present is ahead. 

E. Insurance: our insurer has not been willing to insure the archives; Dr. Milton mentioned the existence of 
specialty insurers who will insure documents and artwork. She explained that the real value of this coverage is to pay for restoration of damaged materials. 



F. Management & staffing: Denise Gluck is director, based 
in New York; one full-time staff is assigned to assist with 
archives and Central Files, and one half-time staff works 
with cataloguing and accessing photo collection. JDC Israel 
archives has one staff person, working between half-time and 
full-time; oversight of the Israel archives, in other than 
day-to-day issues, is provided by New York staff. 

G. Objectives of archives: 

1. Administrative: staff reference 
2. Research by historians, sociologists, filmmakers, 
exhibit designers, museums. 
3. Legal: mostly accounting files kept for audit 
purposes. 
4. Service to Jewish people by providing story of 
Jewish life in the twentieth century. 

H. Use: in 1990, out of 261 working days, outside 
researchers were in the archives on 140 days. This should 
be considered heavy usage relative to the size of the 
collection and its specialized clientele. 

I. Access: 

1. As a private institution, JDC is not legally 
obligated to provide access to its archives, excepting 
for audit purposes. However, we do provide access as a 
public service, and attempt to conform to legal 
guidelines regarding policies (e.g., equal access). As 
a private institution we are not bound by these 
guidelines and can deny access if we wish. 

2. Access to archives by outsiders is restricted to 
materials over 20 years old. 

3. Access is by application, with proper institutional 
affiliation identification required. 

4. Researchers must agree to submit portions of 
manuscripts, before publication, which contain 
citations from JDC archives. 

5. Researchers are shown catalogues of files pertinent 
to their research and select files, which are brought 
to them by archives staff. Photocopying services are 
provided by staff at a cost of fifteen cents per page. 

Dr. Cherkasky posed the question of access restrictions at other 
archives and expressed concern for what might appear to be 
censorship in JDC's policy. He proposed comparing policies at ~ 
similar institutions and suggested the formation of a sub
committee to formalize access policy. 



4. Tour of JDC Archives 

The committee adjourned briefly in order to see, at first
hand, some of the workings of the archives. In the archives, 
they were given a demonstration of the computer program being 
used to catalogue the historic photo collection. Photographs 
from the collections, copies of books and journals containing 
material from JDC archives, and the annotated catalogues used to 
find files were all displayed to the committee. 

5. Current Issues in JDC Archive Program 

A. Locations of collections: The question of why JDC 
maintains archival facilities in two separate locations, New 
York and Jerusalem, was raised. Ralph Goldman related the 
history of this phenomenon, tracing its genesis to 1969, 
when a decision was reached to maintain an already 
functioning archive in New York and create a second one in 
Jerusalem, to which the archives scattered among JDC's 
branch offices were sent. The intention was to have copies 
of all original documents available in both facilities. 

B. Facilities in Jerusalem: Denise Gluck summarized the 
archives storage situation in the JDC building and in the 
basement of the Ilan Home for the Handicapped in Gilo. The 
space in Gilo, for which we pay no rent, is subject to 
extreme environmental humidity and dust due to its hillside 
location; in addition, defective plumbing has caused one 
major water damage incident. We have attempted to 
ameliorate the environmental problems through the use of 
dehumidifiers and have discussed the installation of 
additional equipment, as well as the feasibility of sealing 
the floor to prevent dust dispersion. 

The research facilities at Givat Joint, while more protected 
from environmental hazards, are lacking such basic amenities 
as desk space for researchers, light and proper air 
conditioning. 

The above issues were discussed, with suggestions from the 
floor including investigating alternative storage facilities 
in less expensive parts of the country, consolidation of all 
JDC archives in one point, and transfer of archives to one 
of the university or Zionist archives. Staff will examine 
options and take appropriate action. 

c. Oral History: Herb Katzki, who has been conducting oral 
history interviews of former JDC staff members, reported on 
this project. To date he has interviewed about 60 
individuals and has transcripts of an additional 20 done by 
Yehuda Bauer in connection with his last book. No budget 
has ever been allocated for this project. Since the 



remaining potential interviewees are advanced in age, the 
project should continue with greater speed. To that end, 
staff will compile a list of additional interviewees, as 
well as a budget for swifter completion of the project. 

Miriam Feldman said she is beginning to think of ways in 
which the Archives and Public Information departments can 
work together, especially in preparation for JDC's 80th 
anniversary in 1994. One project she has considered is the 
development of a video, including oral history interviews, 
about JDC history for commercial release (e.g. public 
television). 

D. Soviet Union and Eastern Europe: Ralph Goldman reported 
on the agreement he has reached with the October Revolution 
Archives to compile an inventory of their holdings related 
to JDC's activities. Once this inventory is completed, we 
can decide which documents we would like for JDC's archives 
and negotiate their reproduction. 

E. Requests for Funding of Publications: Marshall Weinberg 
mentioned that scholars frequently approach the JDC to fund 
historical research projects and suggested that the 
committee develop a mechanism for dealing with such 
requests. One idea is for us to guide the applicants to 
appropriate foundations or other sources of funding. 

As the meeting adjourned, Sylvia Hassenfeld asked that the 
committee consider, for its next meeting, "how we can tie the 
past and present; how the archives redound to the present day." 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0100 

VIA FAX/ONE PAGE 

Theodore Comet, Associate 
Executive Vice President 

October 8, 1991 
30 Tishri 5752 

Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ted: 

Your fax confuses me. You tell me that the CJF recommends 
my appointment to a JDC officership. I've never heard of one 
organization determining the officers of another organiza
tion. I suspect though that it is only a matter of old 
habits which are difficult to shuffle off. I am flattered 
by the invitation and I will accept only because I have the 
highest possible respect for The Joint Distribution 
Committee and its lay and professional leadership. This is 
a class act in the American Jewish community - on a par with 
the UAHC, of course. 

I hope you understand the constraints of time. I do have a 
busy schedule but I will do what I can. 

Insofar as the educational materials on JDC, by all means 
send them along or perhaps directly to our Education 
Division which is headed by Rabbi Howard Bogot. Reform 
Jewish day schools do offer courses on the American Jewish 
community and the JDC is included in this material. 
Still, your educational materials are likely more up to date 
and our education people can certainly use them. 

Warm regards. 

Cordially, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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October 4, 1991 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregation 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alex: 

The Nominations Committee of CJF met and 
to offer your name as Secretary of JDC. 
me know if you accept this invitation. 

would like 
Please let 

On another matter, it occurs to me that there 
other means by which JDC can be brought to 
attention of younger people and that is via 
curriculum of reform schools. 

are 
the 
the 

I am sure that all curricula contain or should 
contain content on world Jewry and in that regard, 
should include ways in which American Jewry connects 
to world Jewry. One level of connection is through 
the reform channels, the communal connection through 
JDC. 

We have many materials that 
curriculum and would be 
available. I would welcome 
matter. 

Cordially, 

could be used in 
happy to make 
your thinking on 

~c 
Theodore Comet 

such 
them 
this 

Associate Executive Vice President 

TC/mll 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel 
Appeal of Canada, and communities in South Africa and Europe. 
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Octob,: 4, 1991 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Nnerican Heb~ew Congregation 
030 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

De,1.:c Alex: 

·1• e Nominations Committee of C.lF e and 

to offer your name as Secretary of J DC. 
me now i f you acce p t this invita i on . 

would like 
Please le t 

On another matter, it occur s t o ma thnt there 

other means by which JDC can be brought t o 

at ention of ounger people and hat is via 

curriculum of r eform s c hools. 

ar e 
t he 
t he 

I am sur~ t ha al l c urr ic u l a contain o r should 

conLa i n c ontent on wor l d J ewry and in that regard, 

should incl de ways i n which Amer i c an Jewry connec ts 

Lo world Jewry . One level o f connection is through 

th r eform c h a nnels, the c omtnunal connection through 

JDC. 

We h ve many ma tei:- ials that 

curriculum an would be 
could be sed in suc h 
happy t o make them 
your t hin king o n this 

av a ilable. I would welcome 

m D t t e r. 

Cord ially , 

r,- {} 
• '_/ ___LC(__ . _ ___,-/> 

Theodor e Comet 
Associate Executive Vi c e Pre s i dent 

• 
TC / mll 
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RSLIOIOUS ACTION caNT•R 
OF REFORM JUDAISM 

Oct ober 8 , 1991 

Dear Alex: 

Thanks so much for your adVice yesterday. 
being able to run my thoug.~ts by someon~. 

I felt far more confident 
You're~ good friend. 

This is a follow-up to our conversation about J~ t Marder I would greacly appreciate your contacting her to ask her to do two songs for The sensitivity is ~ooted in her fear that she is being pegged as the "staff ong1>."1:iter. n It would be he:lpful to acknowledge that and promise her tha~ we r eally will not trea t her as such generally but tha this is a speci al occas i on. 

Thanks very much for your help on this. 

• 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0 100 

:x 
~ Mr. Ted Comet 

September 10, 1991 
2 Tishri 5752 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ted: 

I have your outline of the article which you are 
preparing for the Wexner Foundation. 

I have some minor brief comments concerning your sub
section on Reform under the rubric of "Religious 
Organizations." To begin with, I think you ought to 
treat the Hebrew Union College separately. Its program 
is quite distinct from that of the UAHC. 

Secondly, under the heading of the UAHC, or perhaps 
even in a separate sub-section, you ought to discuss 
the work of our Religious Action Center in Washington 
which is the vortex of our efforts in the political 
realm. For more information, please contact David 
Saperstein. 

Thirdly, ARZA is misspelled. There is no Tin that. 

Next, the Central Conference of American Rabbis merits 
a special sentence or two since its efforts in this 
realm are worthy of it. 

Finally, there is also the 
Judaism, our international 
on our Israel movement and 
American Jewish community. 

Good luck with your work. 
a final copy. Of course, 
for a sweet year. 

World Union for Progressive 
body, which focuses largely 
its relationship with the 

I would be interested to see 
my very best wishes to you 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 

MEMO 

TO: 

FROM: 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Ted Comet 

September 5, 1991 

I was invited by the Wexner Foundation to make a 
presentation on the structures and mechanisms through 
which Israel and American Jewry interact and, given your 
concern about this subject, I thought you might be 
interested in the outline I prepared. 

All the best. 

~ 

Enclosure 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 711 Third Avenue, New York, 
NY 10017 USA Tel: (212) 687-6200 Cables: JOINT DISCO NEW YORK Telex: 62873 Telefax: (212) 370-5467 



WEXNER GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM: SUMMER INSTITUTE 

STRUCTURES: ISRAEL-AMERICAN JEWRY 
- Theodore Comet, JDC 

8/91 

Associate Executive Vice-President 

I. Political 

II. 

1. President's Conference ( Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations) 

2. Community relations organizations 

NJCRAC 
AOL 
American Jewish Committee 
American Jewish Congress 
B'nai Brith 
Jewish Labor Committee 

3. AIPAC: Registered lobby for Israel 

4. PAC's: Election funds for presidential, congressional 
and local candidates (single issue; non-partisan) 

CJF and the Federation System 

1. Federation--> UJA --> UIA --> Jewish Agency: 

a. Relationship to government 
b. Governance 
c. Project renewal 

2. Federation--> UJA --> JDC (includes ORT) 

3. CJF and Federation offices in Israel 

4. Special projects: 

Legacy funds 
Designated gifts 

5. Missions to Israel 

6. Economic Development 

7. Relations with Olim 

Hometown link and support 
Mortgage and personal loan funds 

8. Funding Israel programs for students 
(OVER) 



III. Fund Raising Bodies 

1. American Friends of: 

a. Universities 
b. Museums 
c. Hospitals 
d. Cities: Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
e. Magen David Adorn 
f. Yeshivot 

2. Jewish National Fund 

3. America-Israel Culture Foundation 

4. New Israel Fund 

IV. Zionist Organizations: 
American Zionist Federation 

Hadassah 
Zionist Organization of America 
Labor Zionist Alliance 

Naamat 
B'nai Zion 
Religious Zionists of America 

Amit 
Emunah 

Herut 

V. Economic Development 

1. American-Israel Chamber of Commerce 

2. Operation Independence 

3. Committee for the Economic Growth of Israel 

4. Israel Bonds 

VI. Religious Organizations 

1. Orthodox 

a. Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations 
b. National Council of Young Israel • 
c. Yeshiva University 
d. Haredim 

2 



,. 

VI. 

VII. 

Religious Organizations (continued) 

2. Conservative 

a. Jewish Theological Seminary; United Synagogue 
b. MERCAZ 

3. Reform 
(QJ 

a. Hebrew Union College; UAHC 
~ ~ ARTZA ~ f':,12- 'l,,,{'r /!----
, ( ~ /, (Le.J..,t~(J"l,,.., ' J;"\,t., ~~ f' ,1---L. 

Students and .Jawish E ucation 

1. American Zionist Youth Foundation 

2. Hillel Foundation 

3. Youth Movements: 

Young Judea 
BBYO 
USY (Conservative) 
NFTY (Reform) 
B'nai Akiva 
Habonim 
NCSY (Orthodox) 
BETAR 

4. OTZMA 

5. Jewish Education Authority 

6. World Confederation of Jewish Community Centers 

7. JESNA, university programs, Melitz, Hartman Institute 

VIII. Peer Groups 

1. Israel Forum - North .American Forum 

2. Professional associations 

World Conference of Jewish Communal Service 

IX. Volunteer Programs 

1. Volunteers for Israel 

2. B'nai Brith 

3. Hadassah 

4. Kibbutzim 

3 



~ 6 881 ALEXANDER M. SCH INDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRES IDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK . N.Y 10021 

Mr. Alexander Grass 
Rite-Aid Corporation 
P.O. Box 3165 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 

Dear Alex: 

August 6, 1991 
26 Av 5751 

Thanks so much for helping JDC and our committee 
regarding the purchase of gamma globulin for our 

1212) 249-0100 

Kurdish refugee project. I am glad I turned to you for 
help, you certainly were most responsive. 

With warm good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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July 30, 1991 

Mr. Alexander Grass 
Rite-Aid Corporation 
P.O. Box 3165 
Harrisburg, PA 17105 

Dear Alex, 

7 11 Third /\venue 
New York. N.Y. 10017 

(2 12) 687-6200 
r ax No: (212) 370-5'167 
Cables: Joinldisco New York 
l c lcx. 62073 

Please accept our most sincere thanks for putting us in touch with your 
Sera-Tee Biologicals Division, and especially Mr. Joseph Rosen. No 
only was he most helpful and accommodating in response to our request 
for assistance; but also he succeeded in saving us at least $25,000 in the 
purchase of the gamma globulin for our Kurdish refugee project. 

By the time this letter reaches you, the material will be well on the way 
to relieve or even prevent serious illnesses which are so prevalent in this 
unfortunate population . 

You will have helped us to save many lives--and you know that saving 
only one life is equivalent to saving the world. 

Thanks again 

/ osr7ally, 

L~~ 
Executive Director 
Resources Development 
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Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Amer. Hebrew Congreg. 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alexander: 

April 11, 1991 

Since its inception, the Resources Department has garnered some notable 
successes: we have provided much needed drugs for Romania, medical 
equipment for Tanzania, clothes for Ethiopia, etc. The department's 
continued achievements are dependent upon its network of contacts. In 
order to build a stronger and expanded base of contacts for such gifts
in-kind we need your help. Would you please tell us about any contacts 
you have in the area of pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, clothing, and 
other miscellaneous items (such as toys, balls, blankets, etc). This type 
of information will enable us to draw on your expertise when the need 
arises and thus facilitate our initiatives. As a partner in these endeavors, 
you play an integral role in the life of JDC and in the lives of those we 
help. 

May I look forward to receiving your responses in time for the upcoming 
board meetings? Given your interest and commitment to our objectives, 
I am sure we can count on your participation. 

P.S. 

Sylvia Hassenfeld 

Although we did ask some of you similar questions last year, 
the changes in our board prompts us to update our information. 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel 
Appeal of Canada, and communities in South Africa and Europe. 
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FROM: 

TO: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

APRIL 15, 1991 

EDIE MILLER 

UAHC REGIONAL DIRECTORS 

RELIEF OPERATIONS 

Through the Joint Distribution Committee we have been asked 
to help obtain blankets to be shipped overseas for the Kurds 
who are suffering so greatly at this time. This is an 
urgent need and the blankets MUST BE NEW. Apparently there 
are many governmental regulations concerning shipments 
overseas and thus new blankets are required. 

Do you have any manufacturers in your regions who might be 
called upon to aid in this humanitarian endeavor? Please 
let us know, in fact you might contact the JDC directly to 
determine how best to get the blankets out. The contact is: 

Henryka Manes, JDC International Development Program 
Projects Coordinator 

Phone 212-687-6200 

Fax 212 -370-5467 

Please also note the JDC also needs contacts in the 
following areas: pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, 
clothing and miscellaneous items such as toys and balls. You 
might share information on these needs with me and I will 
get them to the JDC from this end. 

Many thanks for any assistance in you can provide in this 
critical quest to bring aid and comfort to a beleaguered 
people. 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER • UN IO N OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FI FTH AVENU E NEW YORK, N.Y. 1002 1 

December 13, 1990 
26 Kislev 5751 

Ms Elaine K. Winik 
Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Elaine: 

12121 249·0100 

~ As I agreed to do at our recent Committee meeting, I 
~ got in touch with Paul Berger and questioned him 

concerning the possibility of doing something on 
grn-srftj. His initial reaction was "there is really 

1// very little that is needed." But on further 
/ 1/ reflection , he felt that there is a tremendous refugee 

problem in the country: refugees from Iran, Iraq, 
refugees from the entire Middle East which places an 
extraordinary burden on the country. Usually, many 
Jews are among them, too. He feels that if a little 
bit could be done in that realm, it would be most 
appreciated both by the Turkish Government and by the 
Jewish community. Ufa',.:/).-L 

As far as ''leveraging" is conce ned, he indicates that 
there are a number of organiz ions in the realm of 
Turkish/American relations / might be persuaded to 
make donations for such an effort, whatever it might 
be. 

Obviously, Israel is not exactly inexpert in the realm 
of refugee resettlement and absorption. Perhaps our 
three factors can be pulled together. 

Clearly, this is not a priority, but something might be 
done, or at least could be done if we should determine 
to do so. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Aryeh Cooperstock 



RABBI ALEXANDER M . SCH INDLE R e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 

Sylvia Hassenfeld 
President 

and 
Michael Schneider 
Executive Vice President 

October 16, 1990 
27 Tishri 5751 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Sylvia and Michael: 

12121 249-0100 

The 5751 JDC Old Manuscript Calendar is beautiful! You 
have created something very special and have every 
reason to be very proud of this particular undertaking. 

I am delighted to have received so magnificent a 
calendar. 

Rhea and I join in sending to you and all your loved 
ones our very best wishes for the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Aryeh Cooperstock 

The American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
President 
Sylvia Hassenfeld 
Executive Vice-President 
Michael Schneider 

Dear Friends: 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, r~Y 10017 

October 9,1990 

(212} 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Jo1ntdisco New York 
Telex: 62873 

We are pleased to send you the enclosed JDC Old 
Manuscript Calendar for the New Year ~1

JIJI.J)- 5751. 
This is an annual tradition which draws upon our rich 
Jewish heritage of printed manuscripts. 

This year's calendar reproduces a drawing and text from 
a century-old Ethiopian Torah, written in the Gez 
language. This Torah was recently brought to Israel 
by a new Ethiopian immigrant. Its journey gains an 
especial poignancy as some 17,000 Ethiopian Jews, 
provided by JDC with food, blankets, she 1 ter, and 
medical care, await permission to emigrate to the 
Promised Land. 

JDC is sending copies of the calendar to the Jewish 
communities it serves, including formerly "lost" 
communities in the Soviet Union. Jewish homes and 
institutions worldwide will display this beautiful and 
meaningful record of the year's Jewish holidays. We 
are delighted to share this tradition with you. 

May you and your family celebrate 
health and happiness. 

Shana Tova, 

a year laden with 

Michael Schneider 
Executive Vice-President 

MSC/sf 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel Appeal 
of Canada, and communities In South Africa and Europe. 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS ~ esss,orn. a,, mH AVSNCE NEW VOS<. N.Y. ,002' 12' " '"°'"° 

Sylvia Hassenfeld 
President 

October 5, 1990 
16 Tishri 5751 

Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Sylvia: 

That was a classy affair Tuesday night. What more can you possibly ask: good fare, good company and an 
altogether beautiful and gracious hostess. 

Your performance in introducing us all was a real tour de force. Everyone admired you. The evening in every way followed the pattern of excellence that JDC always achieves. 

Rhea joins me in sending you our thanks and our love. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Mr. Michael Schneider 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHI NDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 

Daniel S. Schechter 
552 Woodlawn Avenue 
Glencoe, IL 60022 

Dear Dan: 

October 5, 1990 
16 Tishri 5751 

12121 249-0100 

I, too, regret that you won't be at Beth Emet when I am 
there just a few weeks hence now. I would have enjoyed 
meeting you and re-embracing you every bit as much as 
you might have encountering me. 

By curious coincidence, just a few days ago I re-read 
the paper you deliverd in Seattle and my judgment of it 
has not altered one iota. It is really magnificent. 

All the very best to you and yours for good health and 
life. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 





- ysm ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER • UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS V PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK , N.Y. 10021 (2121 249-0100 

Mr. Theodore Comet 

July 16, 1990 
23 Tammuz 5750 

Assoc. Executive Vice President 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ted: 

Thanks for the speedy manner in which you responded to 
Jindra Lichter. Not that this comes as a surprise to 
me. I have always known you to be effective, and that 
goes for the Joint as a whole. As I have told everyone 
in sight, "The JDC is a class act." 

Again, my thanks. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

CC: Sylvia Hassenfeld 
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The American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 

Execu , e ,ce- resident 
Michael Schneider 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY. 10017 

June 28, 1990 

Jindra Lichter 
201 Ocean Avenue 
Santa Monica, CA 

Dear Mrs. Lichter: 

90402 

(212} 687-6200 
Fax No: (212} 370-5467 
Cables: Jointdisco New York 
Telex: 62873 

I am please to send you the enclosed response 

from our field director regarding the important 

problem you raised concerning the condition of 

Jewish Cemeteries in Eastern Europe. 

TC/lfb 
Enc. 

heodore Comet 
Associate Executive Vice-President 

cc: Rabbi Schindler 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel Appeal 
of Canada, and communities in South Africa and Europe. 
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From: Da i ds perstein 

cc: Alex Schindle~ 

RAC ➔➔➔ AL & ALEX 

I IOUS ACTION CENT•R 
OF REFORM JUDAISM, 

T,ly 30, 1990 

e re waiting to hear the r sul~s of er~y•s rip. ~e have t.he couple in _ e ya ready to go .md a doctor in Massa.c.huset.ts (Canadian ~a..sspo~t) also ready to go -- at his own xpense. I need to tell them something as soon a.s possible. Furthermore, I understand tn t. the situation is getting ~orse medic.ally for the eolI!ll!WJity '1.lld hate to let: thipgs drag on. 

Wooo.y i s i n DC today and we are not sure when we can reach him, so I am faxi ng ~his not e to you hoping to establish where we are in thPprocess . 

Thanks again for your graci ousness a t the l ast :meeting. I look foz ard t o ~orking toget her . 

• 



ir. Jacob Hiatt 
20 Woodhaven Lane 
Worcester, MA 01609 

Dear Jack: 

January 16, 1990 
19 Tevet 5750 

Enclosed is a response recei•ed from Linda G. Levi at the 
Joint Distribution Committee headquarters. She has just 
returned from a visit to Romania at the behest of the JDC. 

Essentially, her note confirms the preliminary information 
which I gave you. It does not appear that there is an im
mediate opportunity to be of help as far as the orphans are 
concerned. If anything new develop"8), I will, of course, 
be in touch with you. 

Fond regards, from Rhea too. 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

Encl. 



Mr. ArJeh Cooperstock 
Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Thi rd Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Aryeh: 

January 18, 1990 
21 Tevet 5750 

I have your note in regard to notices to newspapers and I do have 
a few suggestions. 

You should include the Long IslanddNewsday. I was surprised to note 
nothing listed for the Southwest, particularly Houston and Dallas/Fort 
Worth. In addition. there is a good community in St. Louis. 

I hope this information will be of help. 

With wann good wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



TO: 

FROM: 

DA.TE: 

RE: 

Elaine Winik 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

Aryeh Cooperst~ __,,(__ 

January 12, 1990 

Notices to Newspapers 

The newspapers we have contacted when opening a mailbox 
are on the attached list. If you think others should 
be included, please let us know. 

I am obviously pleased that the policy and 
procedures for opening a mailbox have been clarified. 
Now let's ensure that they are followed! 



PUBLICATIONS 

NEW YORK 

New York Times Corp. 
229 West 43rd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10036 
Circulation-1,022,899 
212 556-1234 

New York Post Corporation 
210 South Street 
New York, N.Y. 
Circulation-690,915 
212 815-8000 

New York Daily News, Inc. 
220 East 42nd Street 
New York, N.Y. 10017 
Circulation-1,285,869 
212 210-2100 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Washington Post Co. 
1150 15th Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20071 
Circulation-761,142 
202 334-6000 

CALIFORNIA 

San Francisco 

The Chronicle Publishing Co. 
901 Mission Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Circulation-568,088 
415 777-1111 

San Francisco Examiner 
110 Fifth 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
Circulation-144,325 
415 777-2424 

CONTACTS 

MR. DANIEL SCHNEIDER 
Foreign Editor 
FAX 212 556-4607 

CITY DESK 
(no name due to 

shifts) 
FAX 212 349-2511 

MR. JOHN RHODES 
National Editor 
FAX 212 661-4675 

MR. WILLIAM DROCDRIK 
Foreign Editor 
FAX 202 334-4480 

MR. JACK BREIBART 
Executive News 

Editor 
FAX 415 777-7131 

MR. ANDREW ROSS 
Foreign Editor 
FAX 415 777-2525 



PUBLICATION 

Los Angeles 

Los Angeles Times 
Times Mirror Square 
Los Angeles, CA 90053 
Circulation-1,113,459 
213 237-7000 

MASSACHUSSFTTS 

Boston 

The Globe Newspaper Co. 
135 Morrissey Blvd. 
Boston, MA 02107 
Circulation-502,521 
617 929-2000 

Boston Herald 
News Group Boston, Inc. 
One Herald Square 
Boston, MA 02106 
Circulation-355,355 
617 426-3000 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago 

Chicago Sun-Times, Inc. 
401 North Wabash 
Room 356 
Chicago, IL 60611 
604,862 
312 321-3000 

Chicago Tribune Co. 
435 North Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 
Circulation-765,371 
312 222-3232 

-2-

CONTACT 

MS. KAYE KIRBY 
Foreign Editor 
FAX 213 237-4712 

MR. TOM ASHBROOK 
Foreign Editor 
FAX 617 929-3186 

MR. MICHAEL PINGREE 
Foreign Editor 
FAX 617 542-1315 

CITY DESK 
FAX 312 321-3084 

MR. MICHAEL MCGUIRE 
Foreign Editorial 

Desk 
FAX 312 222 3146 



GEORGIA 

Atlanta 

(Journal and Constitution) 
Atlanta Newspapers 
72 Marietta Street, North West 
Atlanta, Georgia 30302 
Circulation-265,669 
404 526.,;.5151 

MICHIGAN 

Detroit 

Detroit Free Press, Inc. 
321 West Lafayette Boulevard 
Detroit, MI 48231 
Circulation-649,312 
313 222-6400 

The Detroit News, Inc. 
615 Lafayette Boulevard 
Detroit Michigan 48231 
Circulation-686,787 
313 222-2095 

FLORIDA 

Miami 

The Miami Herald 
P.O. Box 615 
Miami, FL 33101 
Circulation-417,923 
305 350-2111 

MR. RAND ASHLEY 
International Editor 
FAX 404 526-5820 

MS. KAREN SHNEIDER 
Asst. Foreign Editor 
FAX 313 222-5981 

MARIE 
City Desk 
FAX 313 222-2335 

MR. WILLIAM BOBO 
International News 

Desk 
FAX 305 376-3508 



Mr. Arpeh Cooperstock 
Director 

January 16, 1990 
19 Tevet 5750 

JDC International Development Program 
711 Th 1 rd Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Aryeh: 

First of all, thanks for the information concerning the Rumanian 
orphans. I will pass this infonnation on to Jack Hiatt It doesn't 
look like a project which will find fulfillment - pity! 

The questionnaires you sent out to our Colllllittee members are superb. 
I think it will provide us with the kind of infonnation which will 
enable us to make better use of them. 

Once you have all the answers in, perhaps you, Elaine and I should 
go over this material and see if we can tap any of these people 
for present projects. 

I didn't fill out my own questionnaire to the Corrmittee. As you know, 
I am a kol bonik. I do have extensive contacts in Washington, mainly 
in the executive branch - State Department - the Defenre Department -
and of course the Hllite House, either d1r ctly or through our Religious 
Action Center in Washington. 

With wann good wishes I am, 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

CC: Elaine Winik 



November 29, 1994 
26 Kislev 5755 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

To: Beila Matusof, JDC - Baltic States Desk Officer 

cc: Michael Schneider; Michel Montreuil; 
Rabbi Allan Smith 

RE: 1995 Summer Camp Program 

I'm sorry for the delay in responding to your fax of 
November 17 for the summer program at the UAHC Kutz Camp. 
Warwick, NY. The brochure is just off the press and I 
have but this copy to share with you, I'll send a few more 
as soon as I can. 

Enclosed herewith is the brochure for this summer's NFTY 
Leadership Academy. There is a choice of either Academy I 
or II or the full program and all of the data is included 
in the enclosed material. May 1, 1995 is the deadline for 
reservations. 

I leave town tomorrow for about two weeks but am in 
constant contact with my office by telephone so if you 
have any questions don't hesitate to call and I'll get 
back to you. Rabbi Allan Smith Director of our Youth 
Division can be contacted at Kutz Camp and he, too, will 
be available for any specific questions you might wish to 
pose. 



., 
J 

MEMORANDUM 

November 17, 1994 

Via FAX: two pages 

FROM: Edith J. Miller 

TO: Rabbi Allan Smith 

COPY: 

Enclosed herewith is a fax Alex just received from the 

JDC. Can you please let me have the information 

requested by Beila Matusof so that Alex can respond on 

his return. 

Many thanks. 

~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
,,m, SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

,,1',d~8;,, 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
:-,p•,r.u•c1 



-- - ---- -------- - -----------------
11/ 17/ 94 14 : 12 ffl 212 370 5467 AJJDC NY 

TO: 

CC: 

FROM: 

RE: 

FAX#; 

DATE: 

. . 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT O1S~BUTION CO,,..MITTEE, INC. 

711 THI~ AVENl.fE:. • NEW YO~ NY 10017-4014 
TELEPHONE: {212) 687-6200 IF.Al<: (212) 370-5467 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
UAHC 

Michael Schneider 
·Michel Montreuil 

Beila Matusof 

Summer camp_sponsolohip foi:- Latvian youngst~ 

212-570--0895 

November 17, 1994 

NO OF PAGES: 1 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

Michael Schneider asked me to·foJlow~ on your.offer to spons°' two· L~tvian 
youngsters for the.1995 summer 'camp program. : ·. • • 

Community leaders in Estonia advised Ml~-Montreull, our program coordinator for 
the Baltics, that they would be interested in sending two teenagers (over 12 years) as 
these would know English and be mo~Jndependent than younger children. The 
criteria for selecting these candidates will be schota·stic achievement and family 
situation. • • • • 

The Estonian leader$hip would like to have the date,s_ of the summer camp and the 
deadline for registration so tt,ey could pr.oceed accordingly. I would appreciate 
receiving this information so I could forw,ard ·it. 

Sincerely, 

Beila Matusof . 
Desk Officer - Baltic States 

'. . .._ .. . ... -·-··----- . . . ·•: . , ... ,., . .,. - ---· .. ······- ·- .. 

la) 001 



RESPONSE SHEET 

I would like be a member of the following Area Committee: Please check. 

European Community Development Committee 

Africa and Asia Area Committee 

Eastern Europe Area Committee 

Former Soviet Union Area Committee 

Israel Area Committee 

Latin America Area Committee 

In addition, I would also like to be a member of the following committee(s): 
(No Limit) Please check. 

Public Information and Education 

IDP (non-sectarian) 

Resources 

Name: 

Date: 
I 

I J,~frttPf ~~ 
U'z, W"' ~ ~ f.,, ( v-



MEMORANDUM 

ONE PAGE FAX 

TO: Gary Myers 

From: Edie Miller 

November 21, 1994 
18 Kislev 5755 

You can FAX Juliana Sharik at the following number: 

372-2-438-566 c/o Cilia Laud, Director, Jewish Community 
of Estonia and this number is also for their telephone. 

A second phone number would be 372-2-436-693 c/o Michail 
Beilinson, Principal of the Jewish School, Tallinn. 

Best regards. 

~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
,,m, SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

~'~;Jo 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
:,;,•-,Dl'•O 



21-11-1994 17:14 FRCl1 071 224 8258 TO 01012125'700895 P.02 

WEST LONDON SYNAGOGUE OF BRITISH JEWS fMt ~ i'1' 
Vl"PER "6Rl(IU'r STREET • °"'~~'TM(ll~~itQIJ~IIU1111H lnl 

GM./lw/OOR/GEN.141 

~ 

Ill 
Edie Miller 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

Sent By Fax 

21 November 1994 

Dear Edie 

Rabbi Gryn has now received a letter from Juliana Sharik, which he has 
sinced passed to me as the Community and Youth Co-Ordinator. However, 
before I am able to proceed, I need a few moN details from Juliana. 

In the letter she sent us, Juliana said she had received a fax from Rabbi 
Schindler. Unfortunately, we do not have her fax number. I would be 
extremely grateful i£ you could forward this to me as soon as poMible so that 
we can help her out. 

Yours sincerely 

Gary Myers 
COMMUNITY AND YOU1H CO,QRDINATOR 

O<>m...-one~t>e~to 
33 SEYMOUR PLACE LONDON WIH 6AT 
T"Gl..f.l'l-IONB 017F123 4404 
FAX OJ7l-~82!18 

Soolo<Rllll!II 
RA991HUGO<;R't'N 
A$~-
IWl91 JA0QUEUNI; 'Oll9ICK 
e..c.-~ ~ -, -···---•," •: , 

TOTA... P .02 



21-11-1994 17=14 FROM 071 224 8258 TD 01012125700895 

WEST LONDON SYNAGOGUE OF BRITISH JEWS f'l"2. j'7J 
Ul'l'l!lt 81'.RKEL!."Y sntnr 

Our Fax No: 071 224 8258 

FAX 

TO! .JJ.~.J*-.~-~ ... HtJt!W) ... ~~ .... 
J:.f.· • 

ATil:NTION OF: •..•• ~-.f.1J.h/. .............. ~·············· ............ .. 
FAX NO: .. JH.9..! .... lJJ.5.1.Q .. ~q~~ ............. _. ............. u .. ••• ...... ,. 

FROM: .... b..U.1 ... ~lW. .. : .... ~1 .. b-P..~P.f/.~ .. t~ ... .. 
DAlE: ....... JJ ... : .. ~ .. : ... ~~ ................................................................ . 

'L. NlM3ER OF PAGES 
(mcludlng 1hls one): ......... , .. , ........................................................ . 

~lo--~11> 

33-SEYMOUR PLACE I..ONDONW,H µT 
~!T/1·723~ 
FAX 0'11•2248258 

M:SSAGE 

P.01 
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-?P1/ /:/4fy ~if>~ 
c;;;J; · ~ a{ November 11, 1994 

/cl 8 Kislev 5755 

Juliana Sharik 
Tammsaare tee 125-46 
EE0029 Tallinn 
Estonia 

Dear Juliana: 

Your letter to Rabbi Schindler arrived at a time when he 
is travelling and not expected back until next week. 

I am going to try to get this information to you via fax 
but am awaiting an Estonian number so I am also writing to 
tell you I have been in touch with Rabbi Hugo Gryn. It's 
not like him to disregard a letter. He indicates he never 
received your letter and it may have been directed to an 
incorrect address . You can reach him by mail at: 

West London Synagogue 
33 Seymour Place 
London W1H 6AT, England 

Via Fax to: 011 44 71 224 8258 

Your letter will certainly be brought to Rabbi Schindler's 
attention on his return. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J. Miller 
Assistant to the President 



To: SCHINDLER UAHC From: Michel 1-'ontreuil / JDC Paris 11-15-94 8:10pm p. 1 of 1 

The American 

Joint Distribution Committee 
33, Rue de Miromesnil, 75008 Paris -Tel (331) 44 516400 - Fax (331) 44 516410 

Fax No: 

To : Edith Miller ~ From : Michel Montreuil 

/ cc : Alex Schindler ~Dew!~ 

Eumpe- Latin America 

Date : November 16 

Ref : Juliana Sharik 

WE ARE SENDING PAGE(S) IN ADDITION TO TIBS COVER SHEET 

Juliana. Sharik can be reached at the following contacts : 

1. Jewish Community of Estonia - Rxe. Direct.or : Ms Cilia T .and 
Tel & Fax: +372 2 438 566 

2. Jewish school in Tallinn - Principal : Michail Beilinson 
Tel : +372 2 437 693 Fax: same as 1. 

Tallinn is 7 hours ahead ofNew York. 

Regards. 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Reief, Canadian Federations via United Israel Appeal of 
canada, and communities in South America, South Africa and Europe. 



11 11 1994 12:20 
FRO'! 071 224 8258 TO 01012125700895 

• WEST LONDON SYNAGOGUE OF BRITISH JEWS ?T2 °iF i'°j' 
P.01 

UM'ER llllRKaEY ST1lEf 

•~otfitttw'"1>W~S. Ol'w..Jtl,-n'NN 

To; Edie Miller 

Fax. No. 0101 212 249 0100 

From: Rabbi Hugo Gryn 

Fax. No. 071 224 8258 

Date: 11th November 1994 

No. of pages l 

Dear Edie, 

Posthaste I respond. I have not, repeat not, had any 

correspondence froro Juliana Sharik. Alex mentioned that I 

might hear ·but I haven't done so. In the event that she used 

our Upper Berekeley Street address that could account for it. 

It should be West: London Synagogue, 33 Seymour Place, London, 

WlH 6AT. 

We are getting well all the time and as the grandchildren will 

be here during the end of year festivities we xnay not be in 

New York for a whil~ but Jackie has ways....... . 

sorry that I can't be more forthcoming. I now await word from 

you or directly from Tallinn. 

very fondly, 

~10bt ........,to 

33SBYMOlJR Pl.ACE LONDON wtH 6AT 

TELEPHONE 071-723 "°4i 
l!AX 071-2248258 . -i •·{.":,F:-: ~- '.h~fi,~~j ·>'i.: ~-· _\ '.: ::;~;~:;:"'~.·. 

... : .. ,.~ :.: ', • 

TOTAL P.01 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

One Page Fax 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

November 11, 1994 
8 Kislev 5755 

To : Mische Montreuil, JDC Paris 

From: Edith J . Miller 

I am contacting you in behalf of Rabbi Schindler, a member 
of the JDC Board, as he is out of the city. 

He visited Estonia this summer and in Tallinn met a 
Juliana Sharik . He had given her the name of a rabbi in 
England and she advises she has written to him but there 
was no response. When I made contact, he indicated he had 
not received her letter so I am eager to get a message to 
her quickly. Henrique Manes tells me you would have a 
name and fax number for the Jewish community contact in 
Estonia. 

I would be most grateful if you would fax that number to 
me in New York at 212-570 - 0895 . 

Many thanks. 
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MEMORANDUM 

ONE PAGE FAX 

From: Edie Miller 

To: Rabbi Hugo Gryn 

November 10, 1994 
7 Kislev 5755 

Alex is en route to a Union Regional Biennial so I am 
writing to advise that he had a letter from Juliana 
Sharik, Tammsaare tee 125-46 EE0029, Tallinn, Estonia, 
indicating she had written to you but has not had a 
response. 

Alex was in Tallinn where he met Juliana and while I have 
no idea of her request of you, I wanted you to know of her 
note to Alex. 

Hope the entire Gryn family is well and look forward to 
Jackie popping in one day while she's here to visit the 
einechlach .... and maybe one day she'll have time for 
lunch! 

~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
,m·N SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

~•~;;,, 838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
;"lj"'-,DNJ 
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To: SCHINDLER UAHC From: Michel t-'ontreuil / JDC Paris 11-15-94 8:05pm p. 1 of 1 

The American 

Joint Distribution Committee 
33, Rue de Miromesnil, 75008 Paris - Tel (331) 44 5164 00 - Fax (331) 44 516410 

Fax No: 

To : Beila Matusof ~ From : Michel Montreuil 

J cc : Alex Schindler Commmity Develcpner,t 

Michael Schneider ;Bmupe-Lmn.America 

Date : November 16 

Ref : Summer camps - Estonia 

WE ARE SENDING PAGE(S) IN ADDITION TO THIS COVER SHEET 

Alex Schindler offered to sponsor two placements from Estonia on the 1995 
summer camp program. I met last week with the community & the Jewish school 
leaders in Tallinn and asked them to define the most suitable age for the 2 
candidates. 

We will probably have teenagers (minimum 12-13 years old) for reasons of 
language and autonomy. The nomination will be decided on scholastic 
achievements and family situation, and therefore it is still early to identify these 2 
children/teenagers. 

Let me know the dates and deadlines for inscriptions to the above program so we 
can settle all matters in due time. 

Regards. 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 
also receive" <:mailer amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Reief, Canadian Federations via United Israel Appeal of 

Canada, and communities in South America, South Africa and Europe. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0100 

October 12, 1994 
7 Heshvan 5755 

Michael Harris 
Director - UKJAID 
33 Seymour Place 
London WlH 6AT England 

Dear Michael: 

A few days after I wrote to you 
conversation with Irv Cramer of 
indicate what had transpired in 
make sure that you are aware of 

following 
MAZON, he 
England. 
the facts. 

a 
called to 
I want to 

Someone placed an ad in the British Press in the name 
of MAZON and the ad included a London telephone number. 
Irv Cramer told me he had spoken with the people in 
England, they know who the individual is who decided to 
go into business on his own and you should know that 
there was nothing at all official on the part of MAZON. 

As a matter of fact, the person who placed the ad had 
been into the MAZON office some years ago seeking 
funding for an international project and they turned 
him down. I guess he just decided to go into business 
for himself. 

I trust this information will be of interest to you and 
I did want to make sure the record was clarified. 

With fond good wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



Michael Harris, Director 
UKJAID 
33 Seymour Place 
London W1H 6AT England 

Dear Michael: 

October 3, 1994 
28 Tishri 5755 

MAZON is an outstanding American organization. It is a 
domestic anti-hunger agency which merits the great support 
which it receives from all streams of American Judaism, 
including the Union and the Reform movement. When we bill 
Board and committee members for meals we request a 3% 
contribution for MAZON. We have also sought to dispense 
with lavish floral arrangements at formal dinners and 
luncheons in order to provide gifts for MAZON. 

I have checked with the Executive Director, Irv Cramer, 
and he advises that MAZON has not established a center in 
London nor do they intend to do so. I don't know the 
source of your information but I am assured it is not 
correct. Heaven knows the task of caring for the hungry 
in our own country is enormous enough without American 
organizations seeking to operate in other lands. 

I hope this information will be of help to you and UKJAID. 

Your good wishes for the New Year are fully reciprocated 
to you and your dear ones as well as the members of your 
Council. 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Irving Cramer 



¢ 

Ul(JAID 
ITED KINGDOM JEWISH AID&. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

22 September 1994 

Rabbi A Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
38 Fifth Avenue 
NEW YORK 
NY 10021 
USA 

Dear Rabbi Schindler 

PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 
33 SEYMOUR PLACE 
LONDON, W1 H 6AT 

PHONE: 071-723 3442 
FAX: 071-723 3445 

Please accept our best wishes for 5755 from myself and members of our Council 
and we do hope all is well with you and your family . 

We would also appreciate an assessment from you concerning MAZON under the 
Chair of Rabbi Mark Loeb, with the national office based in Los Angeles. The 
reason for this request is that this time last year we wrote to Rabbi Loeb and 
had a reply from Irving Cramer, the Executive-Director, in which he describes 
MAZON as a domestic anti-hunger agency. The reason we are querying this is 
the announcement this month that MAZ ON is being established in London and they 
have announced an appeal for Rwandan relief. As you know UKJAID has joined 
with the Jewish Coalition for Rwandan Refugees and we have now for three 
months been appealing to Jews of this country for financial support. It does 
not appear that MA ZON is a member of the Coalition and we are trying to 
establish why they are suddenly trying to set up i n London. Any advice you 
can gi ve us on th is subject will be much appreciated. 

Yours sincerely, a,,£ ;;;,pi_~~ f 'S?~ 

~J_~ 
Mi chael Harris 
Director 

-----
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Mr. Eiton Dermon 
52 Ponds Circle 
Wayne, NJ 07470 

Dear Mr. Dermon: 

June 7, 1994 
28 Sivan 5754 

Rabbi Schindler is away from the office for a long series 
of meetings from which he will not return until mid-July. 
I am therefore writing to acknowledge your message of June 
6 and suggest that you contact: 

Mr. Michael Schneider 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

212-687-6200 

They are currently having a Board meeting in Washington so 
it will be difficult to reach Mr. Schneider. Perhaps you 
can call him or make contact with him next week. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J . Miller 
Assistant to the President 
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June 6, 1994 

Att: RABBI A. SCHINDLER 

My name is Eiton Derman and I am involved in arcade business in 
F.aat Europe and one of my associates in Romania contacted me and 
asked that I contact you. He has connections with the Servian
Yugoslav government and the Jewish Community there and he asked me 
to contact you in order to deliver a secret message. He would 
like to meet with you and would like to know how to go about this 
in order to deliver the message personally. 

Please let me know how and where and when they can meet with you. 

My fax no. is 201-628-6957 and Tel. no. is 201-628-6927. 
My address is 52 Ponds Circle, Wayne, NJ 07470. 

Thanking you in advance for your kind consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

Eiton Dermon 

(.d\,' ( -' [ 
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Ul(JAID 
UNITED KINGDOM JEWISH AID&.. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 
33 SEYMOUR PLACE 
LONDON, W1H 6AT 

PHONE: 071-723 3442 
FAX: 071-723 3445 

To all members of the Council of UK Jewish Aid. 

In connection with the next meeting of the Council, to be held on 

Thursday, 2 June at 5 p.m. I have been asked to send you the enclosed 

a) Draft accounts for the year ending 31 December, 1993 

b) A copy of the report prepared by the Chairman on his recent 
visit to the clinic at Bindura, Zimbabwe. 

I shall look forward to seeing you at the meeting, apart from those 

members who have already given their apologies, and if you wish to make 

any enquiries about the accounts in advance of the meeting please let 

know. 

Finally I apologise to any members who have tried to leave a message on 

the telephone, owing to building work in the office,the answerphone has 

not been working properly, I hope this will soon be rectified. 

Michael Harris, 
Director. 
24 May, 1994. 
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UK JEWISH ACTION· FOR AID AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
(A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE) 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1993 



UK JEWISH ACTION FOR AID AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
(A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARRANTEE) 

INCOME 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 1993 

General donations 
ODA Grants 
Specific ap~eal donations , 
Investment income - Bank interest gross 
r~o:fF:CT 1\1 "'1~ El))t::t\T 

1993 

£ 

23,662 
154 , 067 
14,576 

5,172 
17,11!3 

214 , 59 5 

ALLOCATIONS AND EXPENDITURE 

Direct charitable allocations (145,038) 

Fund ra i sing and publicity e xpenses 

Administration e xpenses 

t i FfcREl-l d:: 
Surplus- for the period 

ACCUMULATED SURPLUS BROUGHT FORWARD 

FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 

Page 1 

(5, 4 9 8 ) 

,( (9, 4 70) 

54,589 

38,069 

£92,658 

1992 

£ 

10,148 
45,000 
33,937 

2,148 

91 , 233 

(61,271) 

(5, 1 85) 

(1,854) 

22,923 

15,14 6 

£38,069 



,, 
UK JEWISH ACTION FOR AID AND INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

(A COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARRANTEE) 
BALANCE SHEET 

AT 31ST DECEMBER 1993 

CURRENT ASSETS 

Cash at bank and in hand 

Creditors 

NET CURRENT ASSETS 

FUNDS 

General funds 
Designated funds 

Page 2 

1993 

£ 

105,389 

(12,731) 

£92,658 

(0 ,0 53 
s~F~ o :i 

£92,658 

DRAFI' 2 
12/05/94 

1992 

£ 

49,655 

(11,586) 

£38,069 

9,069 
29,000 

£38,069 
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Ul(JAID 
UNITED KINGDOM JEWISH AID 8.. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

ZIMBABWE EYE TREATMENT AND TRAINING PROGRAMME 

MONITORING VISIT 18th to 23rd APRIL 1994 

BACKGROUND 

This development aid project was first proposed to UKJAID 
by JDC/IDP in 1991. In June 1992 UKJAID received 
notification from ODA of a grant of £165,000, 50% of the 
total cost of the project. 

There were many alarms, excursions, delays and 
contradictory directives from our JDC/IDP partners. 
Ultimately the start-up date of 1 March 1993 was 
notified. Hence at the time of the monitoring vis it the 
project was at the half way stage. 

The planned execution of the project had to be altered 
because there was a considerable lapse in time between 
its conception by JDC/IDP in 1989/90, and Spring 1993 
when it started. One major change was the establishment 
of a four year ophthalmology programme at the University 
of Zimbabwe Medical School. 

This change presented a serious impediment to the 
project's original plan which included a training 
programme for two Zimbabwe general practitioners. This 
was intended to relieve the dearth of Zimbabwean 
opthalmologists. This vital educational and knowledge 
sharing dimension was at the same time to have helped to 
ensure the projects' sustainability. 

REVISED OBJECTIVES 

(i) To establish an comprehensive ophthalmology clinic 
and eyeglass production unit at Bindura Hospital. 

(ii) To train Zimbabwe doctors and nursing staff in 
modern procedures of ophthalmic surgery and medicine . 

(iii) To establish an effective outreach programme to 
bring quality curative and preventative eye care to the 2 
million people of Mashonaland Central Province in 
Zimbabwe. 

EXECUTION 

Three days were spent with the project, attending a 
clinic in Bindura, observing operations (accompanied by 
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Mr Philip Starr. a London ophthalmic surgeon) and 
travelling with the outreach programme the further 50 
miles from Bindura to a village community in Boushu. 

All three objectives of the programme are being pursued 
to a greater or lesser extent. The outreach programme is 
now active, but the internship programme for the Zimbabwe 
trainee ophthalmologists is not yet in place. Without 
local ophthalmologists and interns watching live surgery 
and participating, the benefits of the programme will 
prove to have been restricted and will not sustain. 

Whilst it is impossible to evaluate the quality of the 
treatment being afforded the appreciation of the 
dedication of Mrs Mercia Brest, a volunteer from within 
the very small Harare Jewish community who has made the 
project happen, must be recorded. Similarly, we must 
record and commend the dedication and commitment of Dr 
Yair Porges who has been seconded to the project from 
Rambam hospital in Haifa. 

He is working in difficult circumstances. He daily 
travels to Bindura (50 miles away) and back often at 
night, although he is cautioned against night driving. 

On the day we visited the outreach programme we left 
Harare at 6.30 am, travelled to Bindura Hospital where we 
hitched the pod (the mobile clinic) onto the Range Rover. 
Both these capital items, it should be noted were 
procured with part of the funds provided by the ODA. 

From the hospital we then drove another 40 miles to the 
Chakonda Community Centre in Boushu. During the day 100 
patients were seen. They included 26 patients who were 
booked for cataract operations, 23 were suffering from 
allergic conjunctivitis, and a further 23 had optical 
aberrations (myopia and hypermetropia). 

Late that evening we drove back through an unseasonal 
heavy rain storm. Back at Bindura we had to unhitch the 
pod and then drive back to Harare arriving back at 9.30 
pm. Early the following morning Dr Porges drove back to 
Bindura Hospital and there had to perform an emergency 
operation! 

Dr Porges is assisted by a very loyal and able staff, 
Sister Maggie Nyakabumbue, Nurse Richard Kadzire and 
Nursing assistant Matope. They are all very enthusiastic 
and benefitting from Dr Porges' careful management and 
leadership. 

.. 



FOLLOW UP 

There appear to be two major immediate tasks for Mrs 
Brest supported by the local Jewish community: 

(i) to get staff for the clinic's (potential 7-bed) 
ward. This is needed both for medical reasons and because 
without it, the University will not send interns. 

(ii) to try and ensure the sustainability of the 
project, which in turn means that the authorities recruit 
and find budget for an ophthalmologist (who might be one 
of the interns referred to above) by the end of Dr 
Porgess' tour, ie by March 1994. 

LESSONS FOR UKJAID 

This is UKJAID's first development project. Hence it is 
important to monitor it and learn from it. 

(i) as far as could be ascertained, this project was at 
its inception suggested to the authorities in Harare 
rather than it having been requested by them. This 
explains in part some of the past and present 
difficulties being experienced. Recipients of project aid 
must feel that they share in the ownership of the 
projects. Projects are more likely to enjoy 
sustainability if initially they are generated by the 
recipient communities and meet their perceived most 
urgent needs. (The more urgent medical needs and health 
problems in Zimbabwe as described to me are: help with 
Aids, cholera, dysentry and birth control). 

(ii) Mr Starr's visit was much appreciated and valued 
both by Mrs Brest and Dr Porges. The value of UKJAID's 
approach of utilising professional volunteer assessors 
(advisors) was endorsed. 

(iii) Some items of equipment we were directed to 
purchase (some of which were queried at the time) are 
redundant. There is for example, unused, expensive 
vitrectomy and ultrasound phako emulsification equipment. 
Its effective use requires a year's training under 
supervision. 

(iv) This visit reinforced the view that development aid 
agencies working in the health sector are likely to make 
a more useful input with preventative medicine projects 
rather than in treatment of individual cases, appreciated 
though it is. (This it should be stressed of course does 
not apply in the case of epidemics). 

(v) UKJAID should not be merely major funders of joint 
projects. We must be actively engaged in the management 
and/or supervision of them as is infact now happening in 
the Trauma Relief Training programme. This to some extent 



accounts for its success. Additionally UKJAID's 
participation must be appropriately acknowledged. 

(vi) A donation 100 pairs of frames from an UKJAID 
supporter was greatly appreciated by the eyeglass 
production unit. We should endeavour to make further and 
similar donations. 

(vii) In view of the other similar projects in Zimbabwe, 
UKJAID's suggestion of a seminar to share professional 
and aiq management experiences with other authorities and 
providers should be pursued. 

Ansel Harris 
May 1994 
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Ul(JAID 
UNITED KINGDOM JEWISH AID~ INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 

33 SEYMOUR PLACE 
LONDON, W1 H SAT 

PHONE: 071-723 3442 

Rabbi Alexander M Schindler FAX: 071-723 3445 

President Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

838 Fifth Avenue 
New York NY 10021-7064 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 31 March 1994 

I reply immediately (and regrettably at length) to your 

rapid response to my cri de coeur for which I am very 

grateful. I so respond quickly so as to get the matter 

behind us. I have not yet heard from Michael Schneider, 

he has been in touch with our Michael Harris. So 

doubtless I will hear from him in due course. 

I ofcourse appreciate both your considerable commitments 

and the fact that as a quasi executive chairman, I am 

much closer to the minutiae than you in your position. 

But please bear with me for I think our experience may 

not be unique. To quote Scarlett Epstein writing to her 

old friend Michael Schneider last year "what worries me 

is whether she (Ms Manes) displays similar attitudes in 

her correspondence and relationship with Third Worlders". 

I must put the record straight on three points. 

Firstly, you are in no sense at fault. At our meeting on 

21st June 1993, Michael invited me to attend your 

meetings. After our September Council meeting I wrote to 

you, on his nomination, had been elected to our Council. 

I wrote" we are pleased that the long gestation period, 

you raised the matter in March, is now settled with the 

cross r epresentation of chairmen on eac h others Bo a r ds". 

All this was long before your visit. 

Secondly, in suggesting my people (I have only one part 

timer, Michael Harris) have been remiss, Ms Manes is 

quite wrong and in my view has misguided you. Yvonne 

Aghassipour on our behalf had raised our non receipt of 

the papers for the October meeting. She was not given the 

explanation you were offered. It was only two months 

after a letter from you and Elaine had gone out 

accompanying summaries of that meeting that we, through 

Yvonne ' s intervention, received our copy. 

(IJ 
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Thirdly, as I pointed out in my earlier letter, this 
issue is one of a "series of serious, unfortunate and 
counter-productive manifestations in the last year". 

In the light of misinformation with which you have been 
provided in this instance, let me, at risk of over 
burdening you, offer a brief case study. 

In January 1993, following discussions in Israel on 
various embryonic projects, we wrote inviting IDP 
participation in any or all of them. They were: 

( i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

A Women's farming project in Uganda 
A Trauma Treatment project in the former 
Yugoslavia 
An Education project (in conjunction with 
Reuben Feuerstein) 

After frequent enquiries we were advised in June 1993, 
that for various reasons IDP would not join in any of 
them. However when in London we met for the first time, 
Michael Schneider expressed his suprise that we neither 
knew of his interest in a Trauma project nor further that 
he had allocated $60,000 towards it. 

During the meeting you attended, our Director advised 
that that very morning we had received notification from 
the Rich Foundation of a grant of $35,000 towards the 
Education project. You responded that we should liaise 
with IDP New York for they were engaged in what seemed to 
be a clone project. We ofcourse have done so. 

I am sorry to have had to provide you with this detail. I 
am even sorrier that you are no longer co-chairman. Hurry 
on back. On your return I would be willing to express my 
view as to how and why this episode has recurred. 

Let me close with a personal note. Reciprocating your 
warm words, Lea and I are enriched by the friendship that 
is generating between us. We are very appreciative that 
you are able to spend some of your time with us. We look 
forward to our next meeting. Then, inter alia we can talk 
of the Holocaust Memorial Centre in Washington. Our 
"machuteinisteh" was recently there. Her repsonse was 
very moving, poetic and spiritual. I have a reservation. 

/-fa ( cf ( 

~ri~~ 
(Chairman) 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

March 30, 1994 
18 Nisan 5754 

VIA FAX: Oll-44-71-431-3786 

Mr. Ansel Harris 
Chairman 
UKJAID 

Dear Ansel: 

Mea culpa! Mea maxima culpa! The fault is entirely 
mine, for you see almost immediately on my return, I 
went on another whirlwind trip which took me to six 
cities across the land where I made oodles of speeches 
and tried to raise oodles of money - the former more 
successfully so than the latter. 

Be that as it may, because of that, I have not yet had 
a chance to talk with Henryka to tell her the details 
of our conversation, although I did send her a brief 
message via the telephone that all seems to be in 
order. But I did not tell her of our mutual agreement 
to exchange the dates of our meetings so that you could 
make it here too. 

I just called Henryka. She is not at the office, but 
will doubtlessly call me the moment she gets there and 
then I will see to it that she will fax you the June 
date. Certainly you should be invited to be there. 

As a matter of fact, the June session (which I may be 
unable to attend) will be held in Washington, DC 
attendant upon the JDC Board meetings. That might be 
an interesting journey for you, if you only see the 
Holocaust Memorial Center. 



Ansel Harris 
March 30, 1994 
Page 2 

I am glad that your Israel journey was successful and 
that mutual cooperation - which we all desire - has 
been fruitful in its effect. 

I do want to thank you once again for your warm 
hospitality while we were in London. Your theater 
tastes are , exquisite and we will certainly rely on you 
in the future. 

By the by, I am no longer Co-Chairman of the JDC/IDP 
Committee having been rotated off the Board as per its 
By-Laws. But I will be back within the year. 

With warm good wishes to your charming wife, from Rhea 
too, I am 

Si-ncerely, 

c ~ ~ 
Alexander M. Schindler 

PS: Enryka just called. She says that meeting notices 
have been sent to your office all along. 
Apparently, your people are remiss in passing them 
along to you. Henceforth, she will send them to 
your home and also via Yvonne. 



FROM LEA HARRIS MBA 

UKJAID 
UNITED IKJN<iDOM JEWISH .IUD&.. INTtRIIIATIONAL DE:Vll.OrMENT 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 
Co--chairman JDC-IDP Committee 

PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 
33 SEYMOUR Pt.ACE 
LONDON, W1H SAT 

PHONE: 071•72334-42 
FAX: 071•723 3445 

President Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

FAX 0101 212 570 0895 29th March 1994 

Dear Alex 

I write to you because of the understanding that has 
developed between us, although it is in response to a 
communication from Elaine. It is written more in sorrow, 
though I cannot pretend there is not on this occasion, 
some anger which I am sure you will understand. 

I was very interested to receive Elaine's memo of 15 
March, but at the same time not a little distressed. For 
from it I learned that there had been yet another meeting 
of the lDP committee (7th March) of which yet again I had 
not been notified and to which, yet again, I was not 
invited. I also learned that there is to bo another 
meeting in at an unspecified date in June. 

And all this despite assurances, which in themselves 
should not even have been necessary. Surely a member of a 
committee should receive all the relevant parers (not 
only post hoc summaries). Cava sans dire. 

We told you when you were here that we recognise our 
small role in your act:tvities. But you a1s.o assured the 
meeting that we are regarded by yourselves as full 
partners. 

So I do regret having to write this letter. Since 
Michael's visit last June, my personc1l dialogues with 
yourself, your recent attendance at the meeting of our 
Council as a reciprocal member of it, IDPs joining with 
us in the successful Trauma programme, we di.d anticipate 
that this type of letter would have been a thing of the 
past. But sadly, it seems, the IDP office has deemed it 
otherwise. 

So I do hope this time, to hear very shortly of the date 
of the June meeting and its anticipated du:rnt:i.on. As we 
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FRO M LEA HARRIS MBA 

have growing connect~ons in the States wiLh inter alia 

the UN specialised agencies, such a trip can be made cost 
effective by arranging discussions and meetings with 
other agencies at the same time. Hence my urgent need to 
know the date of the IDP meeting so that I can plan the 
whole trip. 

I hope when I come I can have a session with yourselves 
to spell out the series of serious, unfortunate and 
counter-productive manifestations in the last year of 
which this is the latest. I have desisted raising this 
matter before in the hope that they would go away. After 
the October fiasco, (you will recall I was not invited 
and your summary dated 16th November was only forwarded 
to me after Yvonne Aghassipour's intervention, in 
Januaryl), we did hope and anticipate that there would be 
no recurrence. I am deeply disappointed. 

But let me close on an upbeat note. 

Concurrent with your 11 very exciting" meeting on 7 March, 
I was in Israel monitoring, for a couple of days, the 
Trauma Treatment Training Programme. As I have written 
both to Michael and Yechiel bar Chaim in Paris, it was 
very successful. Additionally it was a manifestation of 
the close and effective co-operation when good will 
exists. It ensures that our energies are ·spent on those 
matters the helping with which is our ~aison d'etre, and 
not on having to write letters like this. 

I have written in similar vein to Michael. 

armest personal greetings to Reha and yourself, 

sincetly ~Al ~ (!_f.. 
Je. 

sel Harr s 
(Chairman) 

ps currently, since our move last week to an address that 
will be familiar to you, our. fax is not working. If you 

so wish, please reply to my home fax, 071 431 3786 

p. 2 



2123705467 JDC NY 418 P01 FEB 25 '94 11:51 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 

711 THIRD AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10017-4014 
TELEPHONE: (212) 687-6200 FAX: (212) 370-5467 

FAX 

Kenneth Rubens ,, 
011-44-71-487-4171 / 

Henryka Manes , --ry /~ 
February 25, 1994 

Dear Kenneth: 

To follow up on my last memo, I am enclosing our coordirwtor':·, answer to Michael 
Harris' outburst. As you will note, the misunderstanding stems from the fact that 
the manufacturer in London received a piece of equipment which he thought came 
from us (when it didn't). So the confusion had nothing to do w ith us at all. 

You will also note that Mercia is a perfectly clear-thinkin9, colh:1cted person and 
certainly not the "idiot" that Michael described. It is regrettable that a simple 
misunderstanding becomes high drama and a name-calling situation when it could 
have been clarified earlier, had Michael copied us on his correspondence to Marcia. 
What this amounts to is a great deal of unnecessary aggravation, unpleasantness 
and unprofessional exchanges. 

The Zimbabwe project is already a very difficult one, and additional, uncalled for 
aggravation from partners who should, in fact, be supportivn is extremely hard to 
deal with . 

This is all I have to say on that subject. 

My trip to China was fascinating. I felt privileged to visit places which few 
foreigners are invited to see -- such as hospitals, old age homes, schools for 
children with disabilities, and workers clubs. We identified a grnup we would like 
to work with, but I understand that the negotiation process w itlt Chinese 
officialdom is very complicated and slow. We hope we can succeed . 

All the best to you and your family, and a happy Purim. 

Fax N 

I~ 
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Fr01~ JDC Z:MTA!D Pl-ONE No. .!6:S 4 :309006 F~b. 22 1994 9:47AM f'l!ll 

1/Y fill , 
The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc~~ i 

International Development Program 

Zimbabwe Eye Treatment Project 

u..u. 
1, 1 rt, ircl Avt'l'luC 

N11wVotk. NY 10017 
T, ,lophoM: (~12)681~200 
F1,x. (21 ?.) 370 6467 

Ms Honryka Hanes 
Dapvt.Y Director 
JDC Intern~tiooal Oovelopmont Program 
7j1 Th!rd Avenue - 10th Floor 
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February 16, 1994 
5 Adar 5754 

Arnbassad0r Milton A. Wolf, President 
American Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017-4014 

Dear Milton: 

My interest in the work of the JDC has not waned because I 
no longer serve on the Board. I had hoped to attend the 
forthcoming Board meeting for I am deeply impressed by the 
superb service JDC renders world-wide and I am eager to 
continue to be involved. 

Alas, the March 6-7, 1994 meetings are in direct conflict 
with the UAHC's budget sessions, dates which were set some 
months ago. So, as much I had hoped to be at the various 
JDC meetings I fear it will not be possible. As you can 
appreciate, my UAHC responsibilities must take precedence. 

My absence thus is of necessity rather than any lack of 
interest on my part! 

With every good wish for wonderful meetings and with warm 
regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 

cc : Michael Schneider 



JDC BOARD MEETINGS 
MARCH 6-7, 1994 

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR ATTENDANCE BELOW AND RETURN THIS SHEET TO 
JDC. 

Sunday, March 6 At UJA Federation of N.Y., 130 East 59th Street 

Chairman's Committee (CLOSED MEETING) 

Property Reclamation Committee (CLOSED MEETING) 

Latin America Co-Chairs (CLOSED MEETING) 

Investment Committee (CLOSED MEETING) 

Israel Area Committee 

Lunch 

Eastern Europe Area Committee 

Africa and Asia Area Committee 

Former Soviet Union Area Committee 

Board Dinner * 

Monday, March 7 At JDC Headquarters, 711 Third Avenue, 

Public Information and Education Comm ittee 

IDP Committee 

Resources Committee 

Europe Community Development Committee 

Lunch 

Budget and Finance Committee (CLOSED MEETING) 

Board Meeting 

*Enclosed is my check for $65.00 for the Board Dinner. 

Unfortunately I will be unable to attend the March meetings. 

Name:------------·--·-- Date: 
(Please Print) 



JDC 
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

MARCH 6-7, 1994 

Sunday, March 6 At UJA Federation of N.Y., 130 East 59th Street 

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Chairman's Committee (CLOSED MEETING) 

9: 15 - 10:45 a.m. Property Reclamation Committee (CLOSED MEETING) 

9:30 - 10:45 a.m. Latin America Co-Chairs (CLOSED MEETING) 

11 :00 - 1 :00 p.m. Investment Committee (CLOSED MEETING) 
Israel Area Committee 

1 :00 p.m. Lunch 

1 :30 - 3:00 p.m. Eastern Europe Area Committee 

3:15 - 4:30 p.m. Africa and Asia Area Committee 

4:45 - 6: 15 p.m. Former Soviet Union Area Committee 

7:30p.m. Board Dinner 

Monday. March 7 At JDC Headquarters, 711 Third Avenue, 7th Floor 

8:00 - 9:30 a.m. Public Information and Education Committee 

9:45-11:15a.m. IDP Committee - 7th Floor 
-~ = ,; "'S. Resources Committee - 12th Floor, JCRC Boardroom 

11 :30 - 12:30 p.m. Europe Community Development Committee 

12:30 p.m. Lunch 

1 :00 - 2:30 p.m. ( Budget and Finance Committee (CLOSED MEETING) 

~-5 -:f:: 45 Q. ffiE... Board Meeting 

LGL:mm 02/02/94 
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~v RABBI ALEXANDER M . SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS , w PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Accounting Department 

February 8, 1994 
27 Shevat 5754 

American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, Inc. 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, Ny 10017 

Attn: E. Fuchs 

In regard to your February 2nd billing for December 1993 
Luncheon, while I did attend the Luncheon, please note 
that I paid for the Dinner the evening before and did not 
attend. Therefore, I felt that my $65.00 check for Dinner 
would cover the cost of the Luncheon. 

I trust this manner of handling meets with your approval. 

With kindest greetings, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



RE: 

·the r\111c:tlc:\o Jc" L1h Joint Dl,t.tll,utlou CouunlttA!c. Inc. 

·111 thlru ,\vc:11uc:-IU1h l'loor 

:-few Yurk. :'IY l1H)l7 

(i'. 12)GU7-G200 

MO. 1449 -----------
IJt\T I~ Feb. 2, 1994 

-----------

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Arrer. HebreW Congreg. p·. ' ~ 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

D2cenber 1993 Luncheon 

JIJC hus 11nHle pf1y111et1l!. 111 your ucl1ul[, os <leloile<l uelow, an<l woul<l appreclote 

r~celvlng te.l111l,11rne111cnl ul: your. conven.lence. I[ there is any odditionol 

.l11fur.111ntlu11 yo11 req11lte, ple:.tG!! cu11tucl the u11detalg11e<l. 

Luncheon $65.00 

Very truly yours, 

t\ccounting Department 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0100 

u 
Mr. Michael Harris 
Director UKJAID 
44A New Cavendish Street 
London, WlM 7LG England 

Dear Mr. Harris: 

January 20, 19 
8 Shevat 57 

Your letter arrived when Rabbi Schindler was out of 
town. However, when I spoke to him by phone he asked 
me to let you know that he would be arriving on the 
25th and staying until March 2nd. He is coming to 
London from Jerusalem. He has reservations at the 
Athenaeum Hotel in Picadilly. 

He also wanted you to know that Ansel Harris has 
invited th~m to the theater and he assumes that it is 
after the meeting that same night. If this is not so, 
please let him know. 

I hope this information is helpful to you. 

Sincerely, 

Marian Brewer 
Rabbi Schindler's office 
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UI<.JAID 
UNITED KINGDOM JEWISH AID&. INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

MH / SRG 

5 Januar y 1994 

Rabbi Schindler 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021-7064 

Dear Rabbi Schindler, 

PLEASE NOTE NEW ADDRESS: 
44A NEW CAVENDISH STREET 

LONDON, W1M ?LG 
PHONE: 071-935 6327 
FAX: 071-224 3942 

I have been asked by Ansel, who is presently in Israel, to thank you for your 
letter of 14 December and note with interest your travel plans. Your 
arrangements could not have been more convenient for us because the next 
meeting of our Council has been fixed for Tuesday 1 March in our office at 
5 pm. I think you might agree that we have been very far seeing. 

We would very much appreciate it if you would confirm your exact travel plans 
and your hotel location and if you would let us know whether you will be fre e 
a ft er the meeting, which should end at around 6. 30pm. 

Yours sincerely, 

fp Michael Harris 
Director 

DRAYTON HOUSE • 30 GORDON STREET • LONDON WClH 0AN • Telephone: 071-387 3281 Fax: 071-383 4810 

Registered in England No. 2455687 Registered Charity No. 328488 
Patrons: THE CHIEF RABB I OF THE U:s!ITED H EBREW CONGREGATION OF TH E COMMONWEALTH • T HE COMM UNAL RABBI OF THE SPANISH AND PORTUGUESE JEWS' CONGREGATION 

CHAJRMA>I, C OUNCIL OF REFORM AND LIBEltAL RABBIS • l'ltESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF D EPUTIES OF BIUTISH JEWS 

TH E RT. H ON. T HE LOR.D M ISHCON Q C (HON) DL • T HE H ON . G1m~LLE JANNER QC MP 

President: K ENNETH D. R UBENS Chain-nan. A NSEL Z. H ARR.IS H on. Secretary: MRS CHERYL R.. M ARJNER Hon. Director: T. SCAR.LETT EPSTEIN 



From: Edith J. Miller 

To: JDC 

December 1, 1993 
17 Kislev 5754 

The enclosed check for #65.00 will cover Rabbi Alexander 
Schindler ' s reservation for the Board dinner on December 
7 . 
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November 9, 1993 

From: Edie Miller 

To: Paul Rockfeld 

Please let me have a check for $65.00, payable to the 
American Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. This is to 
cover charge for their Board dinner on December 7 which 
Alex plans to attend. 

Have check sent to me for transmittal. Thanks. 



American Jewish 
Joint Distribution 
Committee 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

JDC International 
Development Program 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 USA 
(212) 687-6200 
Cables: Jointdisco New York 
Telex: 62873 
Telefax: (212) 370-5467 

MEMORANDUM 

IDP Committee 

Elaine Winik and Alex Schindler 

November 16, 1993 

Committee Meeting Summary 

Ambassador Milton A. Wolf 
President JDC 

Michael Schneider 
Executive Vice-President JDC 

Henryka Manes 
Acting Director JDC-IDP 

Enclosed, for your information, is a summary of our October 18th meeting. We hope 
those of you who could not attend will join us next time. 

Also enclosed is the latest update on our eye treatment project in Zimbabwe. 

For those of you who haven't heard the happy news, IDP's Acting Director Henryka 
Manes recently became the mother of a baby boy, Jonathan Aryeh. We know you will 
join us in wishing her "maze I tov". 

JDC-IDP Committee 
Elaine K. Winik 
Chair 
Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Co-Chair 

Caryn Adelman 
Ellen Block 
Annette Dobbs 
Raymond Epstein 
Lola Finkelstein 

Toby Goldberger 
Roberta Holland 
Judith A. Levy 
Leon Levy 
Rebecca Newman 

Ivan J. Novick 
Suzanne Parelman 
Eugene Ribakoff 
Donald M. Robinson 
Edythe Roland Grodnick 

Kenneth Rubens 
Howard Rubin 
Samuel J. Semel 
Betsy R. Sheerr 
Herbert M. Singer 

Martin F. Stein 
Esther Treitel 
Sandra Weiner 
Leah Zell-Wanger 
Lois Zoller 



JDC INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
COMMITTEE MEETING - OCTOBER 18, 1993 

SUMMARY 

CURRENT PROJECTS 

Zimbabwe 

Although conceived in 1989 and funded in 1991, our eye treatment project was 
delayed by the Ministry of Health's procrastination in signing the Letter of 
Agreement. It took almost one year to secure a signature which was finally 
obtained on September 13, 1993, just hours before the historic Israeli/Palestinian 
handshake. Our temporary clinic opened less than ten days later and, since then, 
almost 100 patients a week are being treated. Surgery will begin today, October 
18th. 

Our field partners at Bindura Hospital are most unlike our Ministry of Health 
partners. While MOH representatives used every obstructionist tactic possible, our 
Bindura partners, unbeknownst to us, took the initiative and began working on the 
permanent clinic ahead of the MOH. The projected completion date is January 
1994. 

In addition to the clinic, the project consists of a Mobile Eye Unit which will provide 
the same services as the clinic, including basic surgery, to remote rurual areas; 
outreach programs to promote the clinic's services (Day Camps), and a training 
program for the Bindura and rural medical staff. Our clinic was designated as one 
of the medical facilities for welcoming Zimbabwean ophthalmology students to 
their compulsory six-month rural internship. The Israeli ophthalmologist, Dr. Vair 
Porges, Director of our Project, will teach in the University of Zimbabwe's newly
established Ophthalmology Program. Dr. Miller, his supervisor at Haifa's Rambam 
Hospital, will teach master classes in specialized surgery. 

Our Zimbabwean funding and implementing partners are: the Ministry of Health of 
the Republic of Zimbabwe; the University of Zimbabwe Medical School; the 
Agricultural Development Authority (ADA); the Zimbabwe Council for the Blind; and 
Zimbabwe Jewish Aid for Rural Development (ZIMJARD). Our foreign partner in 
funding and implementation is United Kingdom Jewish Aid for International 
Development (UKJAID), funded by a grant by the Overseas Development 
Administration of the United Kingdom. Additional funders include the Rich 
Foundation (Israel), the Rashi Foundation (France), and the Anonymous (E) 
Foundation (USA). 



Czech Republic 

A Washington representative from USAID (United States Agency for International 

Development), who recently visited our Project to help the disabled, gave it a rave 

review. We are confident that our request to extend the Project through December 

. 1994 will be granted. During the Project's third year, we plan to develop a program 

• for the physically disabled and to offer a workshop to strengthen local non

governmental organizations (NGOs) which specialize in helping individuals with 
disabilities. 

Hungary 

Although we terminated our Project early due to political turmoil, the eight medical 

teams we trained took it upon themselves to train ten other teams. There are now 

18 functioning multi-disciplinary teams offering home care to 300 of the elderly in 
Budapest's Eighth District. According to a recent independent evaluation of our 

Project, the program is functioning well and saves the Eighth District two-thirds of 

its previous medical costs for the elderly. • 

The new Mayor has been most apologetic and conciliatory, hoping to restart the 

Project. Because USAID terminated funding of this project, this is no longer 

possible. But the JDC Hungary Country Director and JDC-IDP agree that some link 

needs to be re-established with the Hungarian professionals to help them fill in the 

gaps created by the premature termination of the Project. 

Armenia 

Our official USAID involvement in this Project ended on September 30, 1993,.when 

we handed over the Aryeh Cooperstock-JDC Children's Rehabilitation Center to the 

local staff. By that time, the Center was treating 250 children a week, and had 

expanded into adult therapy. It is now the regional physical therapy center for 
northern Armenia. 

We have established very special ties with the Armenian staff and will continue to 

offer help and supervision when necessary. 

Somalia 

Within a Coalition of eighteen Jewish organizations, we provided the International 

Rescue Committee, an NGO already working in Somalia, with four mobile medical 

units to service the population of Bardera. These units are accompanied on their 

visits by United Nations soldiers. 



Later, we provided funds for IRC to take over the main Bardera hospital and 
provide comprehensive medical care in that region. Recently, responding to a 
request from UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) and in 
partnership with Abie Nathan, the Coalition set up a Tent City in Kenya for Somalis 
who are seriously ill. The Ruiru camp was completed and turned over to the 
UNHCR on September 9th and opened to refugees on September 18th. It can 
accommodate 300 individuals. 

Funds remain in the Open Mailbox and may be used for resettlement of refugees 
returning to Somalia. 

Former Yugoslavia 

JDC is continuing its non-sectarian aid in Sarajevo with food kitchens, the 
distribution of pharmaceuticals, and medical treatment. As many as 44 
checkpoints, each manned by a separate faction, must be passed by our supply 
trucks. 

Recently, JDC brought 27 more people out of Sarajevo. The Bosnians insisted that 
they be Jewish and either children or the elderly. However, JDC is trying to rescue 
another 350, of all ages and denominations, with a special focus on 
undernourished children. 

We are also discussing the possibility of a joint JDC-UKJAID mother/child trauma 
program in the former Yugoslavia. 

Hungary/Dental 

During October, a week-long program took place in Budapest with two aims: to 
demonstrate how oral hygiene courses could be included in Hungarian dental 
school curriculums and how oral hygiene programs could be brought to Hungarian 
public schools. 

With the help of the American dental fraternity Alpha Omega (which was so 
instrumental in our Morocco project), two American and two Israeli professors of 
dentistry participated in the workshop. One of them will return to advise and 
adjust once the oral hygiene programs have been instituted. 

UPCOMING PROJECTS 

India 

The World Bank has asked that we set up a program bringing agricultural and rural 
development aid to villages uprooted by the Bank's major dam project in that area. 



Some 400 villages were affected and, after we do a small introductory survey in 
early 1994, the Bank has suggested we request funding from them for a two-to
three year program. 

Vietnam 

Two Israeli agricultural experts will visit Ho Chi Minh University in January '94 to 
advise on poultry raising and vegetable growing . . 

Uganda 

An earlier visit by a nurse-nutritionist and early childhood expert was so successful 
that village women have built their own school, complete with kitchen and clinic. 
They've asked that the experts return to teach first aid, continue the teacher 
training program, and determine if a toy-making operation is viable. The proposal 
we submitted to a foundation has been positively received, and our experts plan 
a February visit. 

FUTURE PROJECTS 

Morocco 

The Moroccan Ministry of Health has expressed interest in two programs, to 
provide midwife training (85% of Moroccan women give birth unattended, resulting 
in a high mortality rate for both mother and child), and to help illegitimate children 
abandoned at birth. 

Holland 

Henryka Manes and Alberto Senderey, of JDC's Paris office, attended a meeting in 
the Hague to assess the possibility of a European non-sectarian entity similar to 
JDC-IDP. We are also looking into the possibility of European Community funding 
for our programs. 

China 

We will visit Shanghai and Kai Feng in January to see if community centers, similar 
to those in Israel, can be developed. Daycare facilities are especially needed as the 
burgeoning Chinese population of "only children" require intensive training in 
social skills. 

It was explained to the Committee that as many as ten projects may be in 
development at any one time, but that only one or two may come to fruition. (On 
the other hand, it's always possible that all ten will find funding.) 



'• . . 

It was suggested that all JDC Chairs also be made ex-officio members of the JDC
IDP Committee. 

BUDGET 

The JDC-IDP budget proposal of $160,000, to be used for project development, was 
unanimously approved by the Committee and will be presented to the JDC Budget 
Committee in December. 



WE THOUGHT YOU WOULD ALSO ENJOY THE REPORT SUBMITTED 
BY OUR CZECH PROGRAM OFF I c°ER ABOUT ·HER RECElff TR IP TO 
2 CLAs (COMMUNITY LIVING ARRANGEME~TS) IN PRAGUE. 

Observations at the DUHA CLAs: Program Officer Marcia Presky 

Visit to Murmanska CLA 

I visited Murmanska on the first day of work for Jitka, the first ever in her life. She proudly told _me that 
her boss was pleased with her work. Ivana Simunkova placed her in a job cleaning at "New York Pizza," 
where Petr also works. • 

When asked about her typical day, Jitka ran through her routine: washing herself, combing her hair, 
getting dressed, eating breakfast, going to work. Jitka spends week-ends with her sick father. Her 
favorite television shows are children's fairy tales about royalty. Jitka is able to go shopping for food 
with another resident. 

fy!ost meals are prepared in the apartment, and I was treated to an apple crepe- which was much better 
than I could make! The kitchen seemed well-stocked with utensils, appliances, and food. I was shown 
prized personal possessions, such as photographs of residents' families and work produced at the sheltered 
workshop. 

Each day, the residents make their own beds and tidy up their rooms, and they tum down their beds at 
night. All the residents know how to use the phone in the event of an emergency. 

I interviewed Marie, a Counselor at Murmanska. She has worked at the CLA for three months, and likes 
it very much. She particularly enjoys seeing the residents' progress mastering important tasks such as 
washing their own clothes . . Marie told me that although there is no night duty here, by the time the 
Counselors arrive in the morning, the residents have ;tlready washed, dressed, and eaten breakfast. if there 
is a problem, Ivana Simunkova is called for advice. In case of an emergency, Marie feels confident that 
she can handle it on her own by calling the proper authorities. 

Visit to Janskeho CLA: 

The Counselors of Janskeho are Jana Priskova, Ales Pucherna, and Ruzena Hvezdova. Jana Priskova 
began work in the CLAs in September, 1992, formerly having worked in DOMOV DUHA and an SPMP 
facility. She especially enjoys the diversity of tasks and talking with the parents and guardians of the 
residents. She also likes the trips to the mountains and weekends in the country. 

Ms. Priskova noted progress by the residents during their stay in the CLA: Honza now cleans himself, 
and the apartment, regularly. However, Ms. Priskova and the other Counselors remarked that there are 
no set rules in the apartment. Although Ms. Sirnunkova feels that none are needed in Murmanska, the 
lack of cooperation of the residents at J anskeho indicates a need for more structure. This is now 
underway. 

Petr works at "New York Pizza," and is also the chef of the apartment. He will host a birthday party later 
this month (September), and proudly showed us his guest list of about ten people . 

. 
All of the residents share in the care of their pet, a dog called Anita. 
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JDC INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
ZIMBABWE EYE TREATMENT PROJECT 

1993-1995 

UPDATE VI - OCTOBER-NOVEMBER, 1993 

INTRODUCTION 

As reported in the September update, the project agreement was finally signed on August 
25, 1993. A formal ratification ceremony took place on Monday, September 13th, at the 
Ministry of Health in Harare. On the very same day, ohly moments later, another 
compact was being signed in Washington, D.C.: that between Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. September 13th was obviously a propitious date for agreement
signing! In his prepared remarks, Zimbabwean Minister of Health Dr. Timothy Stamps 
quipped that "the road to this agreement was almost as difficult as that of Israel and the 
PLO." 

Dr. Stamps went on to say that the Jewish people have always manifested great 
generosity towards Zimbabwe, and he expressed his gratitude to JDC and the local 
Jewish community. The ceremony was attended by officials of the participating 
government organizations and was covered in the local press. 

Now that the project is finally under way, our updates, to be issued quarterly, will follow 
the format below, reporting on the progress towards fulfilling its stated objectives. 

OBJECTIVE ONE: To establish a comprehensive Ophthalmology Clinic at Bindura 
Hospital. 

Current Report: 

Equipment and Construction: Temporary and Permanent Clinics 

Our clinic has been open since September 21st in temporary quarters at Bindura Hospital. 
Construction on our permanent space began last month, and we anticipate completion 
by December 1st. 



Alcon Surgical, Inc., of Ft. Worth, Texas, recently donated a supply of badly-needed eye 
drops which were unavailable in Zimbabwe. We thank them for their continuing 
generosity. 

With the exception of a few exchanges and adjustments, all equipment is in place. 

Personnel 

The clinic is presently staffed by three nurses and three student nurses. In his latest 
report from the field, Dr. Vair Porges, Project Medical Director, writes that Maggie, the 
head nurse, is "very, very good ... l couldn't wish better for us. She knows a lot about 
ophthalmology because she worked in the Eye Unit in Harare for 2 1/2 years. She is very 
efficient...and I am glad that she is part of the project." 

The full staff complement of one nurse-ophthalmologist, 3 nurses, 3 student nurses, and 
1 nurse's aid will be in place shortly. 

Dr. Porges reports that all parties are working well together. He had special praise for 
the administrators of Bindura Hospital for their exemplary cooperation and initiative. 

Patient Care 

During the first week of operations, Dr. Porges saw over 100 patients. Volume continues 
to be heavy, and as the local population becomes aware of the clinic's existence, patient 
load will no doubt increase. • 

A typical week at the clinic is as follows: 

Monday: 
Tuesday: 
Wednesday: 
Thursday: 

Friday: 

Surgery 
Out-patient clinic 
Surgery 
Out-patient clinic 
Outreach activities (projected) 
A.M. Out-patient clinic 
P .M. Lectures and teaching for hospital staff. 

Partner & Governmental Relations 

As reported above, the project agreement has been ratified by all the partners and all the 
formalities completed. 

2 



OBJECTIVE TWO: To train Zimbabwean medical professionals in modern 
procedures of ophthalmological surgery and medicine. 

Current Report: 

Training of Ophthalmic Assistant, Nurses, and Nurse's Aides Seconded to the Project 

As mentioned above, three nurses and three student nurses have been assigned to the 
Project and are working in the Bindura Clinic. In mid-October, Dr. Porges began weekly 
teaching sessions to complement their on-the-job training, lecturing on the anatomy and 
physiology of the eye. The curriculum is a broad survey of ophthalmic medicine and 
surgery, covering such topics as eye trauma and emergencies, cataract surgery, diseases 
of the eye, and primary care and screening. Naturally, as doctors and nurse's aids join 
the project, the material covered will be adapted to the level of each professional group. 

Teaching and Residency arrangement with University of Zimbabwe 

The University of Zimbabwe Medical School recently instituted an ophthalmology specialty 
in its curriculum. Dovetailing with the goals and objectives of our Eye Treatment Project, 
second-year students in the program will serve a six-month residency at the Bindura Eye 
Clinic. While benefitting from hands-on training under the supervision of Dr. Porges, they 
will enable the clinic to treat a greater number of patients without incurring additional staff 
costs. 

Dr. Porges will also be lecturing at the medical school on a regular basis. 

Other Professional Activities 

Dr. Porges recently lectured at a medical workshop in Mt. Darwin, a remote area near the 
Zambezi Valley. Invited to speak on the topic of his choice, he chose the treatment of 
eye trauma because of the prevalence of such injuries and the critical importance of their 
first-line emergency care. 

Late in August, Dr. Porges attended a conference of eye surgeons in Durban, South 
Africa. It was attended by over three hundred ophthalmologists from all over the world. 
The keynote speaker, Dr. Maurice John of Jeffersonville, Indiana, is among the foremost 
experts in cataract surgery. In addition to learning of the latest developments in the field, 
Dr. Porges met a number of ophthalmologists practicing in southern Africa, establishing 
valuable professional contacts. 
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OBJECTIVE THREE: To establish an effective outreach program bringing quality 
curative and preventative eye care to the two million people of the Mashonaland 
Central Province of Zimbabwe. 

Current Report: 

Mobile Eye Unit 

The Mobile Eye Unit vehicle and equipment are in place. We anticipate that the first visit 
to the field will take place in November. 

Centres for Primary Care: Patient Care and Training of Village Health Workers 
Day Camps 

These project components will be the last to be implemented. Once the Eye Clinic at 
Bindura is fully staffed and in permanent quarters, Dr. Porges and his staff will be able 
to turn their attention to remote area outreach training and basic patient care. Dr. Porges 
estimates that this will take place within the next 3-4 months. 

Our Zimbabwean funding and implementing partners are: the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Zimbabwe; the University of 
Zimbabwe Medical School; the Agricultural Development Authority (ADA); the Zimbabwe Council for the Blind; and Zimbabwe Jewish 
Aid for Rural Development (ZIMJARD). Our foreign partner in funding and implementation is United Kingdom Jewish Aid for 
International Development (UKJAID), funded by a grant _by the Overseas Development Administration of the United Kingdom. 
Additional funders include the Rich Foundation (France), the Rashi Foundation (Israel}, and an Anonymous (E) Foundation. 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 

FROM: 

TO: 

'"PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

MEMORANDUM 

October 13, 1993 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Michael Schneider 

I received the enclosed fax today. Is this something 
the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee should · 
be involved in? 

Warm regards. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS .. 

FROM: 

TO: 

PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0100 

MEMORANDUM 

October 13, 1993 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Dr. Israel Singer 

I received the enclosed fax today. Is this something 
the World Jewish Congress should be involved in? 

Warm regards. 
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Barry Leon Appleby 
Bax"69 • 
5-430 a, Br.Anno, Sweden 

Tel: +46 31 97 12 64 Fax: +46 31 97 24 39 

Jba aJCTent situation of former Soviet Jewish refuoees in Sweden 

After the Soviet Union collapsed, some Jews from Russia and other former republics 
came to Swedsn, wh6re they (OW live as refugees. Numbering some 450. of whom 
hatf are children, they still await a final deoision. Many have been waiting 1-2 years. A 
feW have Deen retused and served with deportation notices. OBfJOi tattans have takt1Jr1 
place whie other refugees have gone into hiding. lha Mly Apf'11ir:Atlnma that have been 
accepted with regard to this group relate to lndivic1Jals with a dose relative o.e. son 
or daughter etc) already living legally in Sweden. 

Before 1991, applications from Soviet Jewish refugees in Sweden were granted. After 
the 1968 antl..Semitic campaign in Poland, Sweden aooepted S8V'&ral thousand Polish 
Jews. Other European countries with Russian Jewish refugees such es Denmark, 
Germany, Italy, Belgium eto.. have not adopted a policy many deportations. 

Swedish authorities have examined the daims of persecution advanced by the 
refugees and ha.ve conceded that although anti-Semitic attacks on Jews and their 
properties are commonplace, there is no evidence that such persecution is being 
orchestrated by 1he state, as was formerly the case, albeit In a much different form. 
Tha anti-Semitism that 8JCists, as best evidenced by the many right•wing newspapars , 
openly on sate. iS merely part Of the general social cllmate and as such Is nat sufficient 
to motivate the granting of asylum. 

A simnar attitude seems to prevail regarding the Kosovo Albanians who had alao· 
sought refuge in Sweden. Having made enquiries In Belgrade. the Swedish 
representative returned home having been esBU"ed tJo/ the rulers of rump Jugoslavia 
that Albanians In Kosovo w"'"e not ~c.-uled. Despite the ban on the use of the 
Albanian in the schools there and wetf-d~ed reports to the comrary in reDable 
Western media. 

Some Swedish commentators have suggested lhat thiS apparent changs of po&cy is 
motivated by the nlted to ml:lke for a large r11 .. 'l'lb81' of f&fugees, primarily Bosnians, 
from regions of anned confJlct and it caMot be deried that per head Sweden has 
accepted more refugees from this area than any other COU'\try. 

However. for Jews this policy of deportations and the blanket wording employed on 
deportation notices has overtones of the 1~ when German Jews were refused entry 
to Swed., and other countnea on similar ground9. 

Two questions thus arise: 

a) Why does Sweden differ from other oountrt96 in not aooepting ttlat th968 Jewish 
refugees tears are well-grounded enough for them be cla.c;sifiad as refugees as defined 
in UN conventions? 

b) Why has Sweden decided to implement a unilateral policy of deporttng asylum
seekers back to the countries from which they have fled? 

Answers to these questions are urgently t,eeded. 
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AUG- 9-93 MON 8:04 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 
71 1 THIRD AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10017-4014 

TELEPHONE: (212) 687-6200 FAA: (212) 370-5467 

Rabbi Alex Schindler 

Gideor Taylor 

FAX 

Medical Projects - Northern Border 
,"-

DATE-=-: -~A-'--CCu.>,(.,;ust 61 1993 
/ 

I spoke with Michael on the issue. 

P. 01 

We are currently making lnquiries In Israel. The issu • mplex because it involves 
different bodies -- Foreign Ministry, Defense Ministry, Prime Minister's office, 

We will get back to you once we have some clear feedback, 

Best wishes. 

GT:tb 



_.,...,.. AME~AN J~SH JOINT DISTRIBUTION ~MMITTEE (JDC) 
c INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

·------· ------ ------------------

ADDRESS· 711 Third Avenue - 10th I 
New York, New York 100 
U.S.A. 

TELEPHONE: (212) 687-6200 
62873 TELEX. 

FAX: 

DATE: 

Dept 

(212) 370-5467 

fAX TRANSrv11::,::;1uN 

AUQlJSt D 1993 
--·- ··-·· . - -- ---

TO: Alberto ~3rnrlcrey, JDC France 
--·- - -- -- -

CC: E. Winik A. Schindler M chneider, S. Schwager 

Fax• 

FROM. Henryka Manes 
---- ---

--- - ---- -- - -

FAX#: 

771z. -- ---=~-----

DESTINATION: 

NUMBER OF PAGES INCl.UnlNG COVER· 2 

1) Re: CHINA. Community Centers ProJect 

ES 

Following he proper consultat ions with our Chair, Vice Chair and Michael I am pleased 
to inform you that we have the go ahead for this project. 

Please provide the following: a detailed description of the prog ar,-,s offered in the 
community center 1n Israel that will serve as the model, inclu d, ng information on the 
population served (wr10 . how many). staffing requirements , and the way 1n which the 
programs function. 

Please provide a draft for c1 budget. Please supply the budget according to the following 
budget categories· Salaries, Fringe Benefits, Travel (local and inter-natio, al), Expendable 
Supplies. Non-expendc1ble Equipment, and Services (such as rent, translation, etc.) Alex 
Schindler cautioned that we must take all expenses into acco, 1 i t s- as to devise a 
realistic budget. As we disclissed, IDP will contribute $ 15,000. 

Please call me so we can discuss this further. 

2) Establishing a sister orqanization in Europe. 

As you will recall, we settled for two possible countries: Holland an1j Sweden. Dan Lack 
pointed out that Sweden is not yet a full member of the EC, thus ve should concentrate 
on Holland. Alex Schindler suggested that I call Rabbi Soetendorp Nho, as you know, 
is an important leader in the Dutch Jewish community. Rabbi Soetendorp was a friend 
of Aryeh's and they have discussed this subject in the past. 

"t:0d 898 ,1,N JGf 



2123705467 JDC NY 868 P02 AUG 09 '93 15:24 

v ,._rspoke with Rabbi Soetendorp today, and he is eager to pursue this subject and will call 
me back at the end of this week after discussing it with his colleaguos. 

You also had someone rn mind. Were you able to contact tt1at per~un? 

I may be going to Holland in September and would like you to Join rne. Would you send 
me your schedule for September and October? 

Many thanks. Warm regards. • .,. 

. . 
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August 3, 1993 
16 Av 5753 

Dr. Steven Huberman, Executive Director 
for Planning and Research 
American Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017-4014 

Dear Steve: 

Kol Hakovod on your article "Preparing For The Jewish 
Future." It is a most instructive piece and I am grateful 
to you for sharing it with me. 

I hope you are enjoying a pleasant and rewarding Summer. 
With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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President 

July 26, 1993 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York, NY 10021 

RE: PREPARING FOR THE JEWISH FUTURE 

Dear Alex: 

(212) 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Jo1ntd1sco New York 
Telex: 62873 

I thought you would like to read the attached 
article - Preparing For The Jewish Future. 

This essay describes some of the critical 
issues facing the American Jewish community. I 
analyze the complexity of intermarriage, the 
changing nature of Jewish belief and practice, 
Jewish economic trends, and discuss how to increase 
our financial resources. 

I would be most interested in your comments on 
this piece. I hope you are having an excellent 
summer. 

SH:mg 
Encl. 

All the best. 

Cordially, 

~ 
Steven Huberman , Ph.D. 
Executive Director For 
Planning and Research 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal/ 
Federation Campaigns. The JDC also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, 
and communities in Europe. 
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Irving Cramer,Director 
MAZON 
2940 Westwood Boulevard 

August 3, 1993 
16 Av 5753 

Los Angeles, CA 90064-4120 

Dear Irv: 

The joint grant from MAZON and the JDC to the Jewish 
community of Sarajevo is a magnificent venture. I am 
exceedingly proud of both organizations as well as the 
Jews of Sarajevo who opted to remain in their own 
community and undertake deeds of loving kindness. They 
are an example for us all! 

Kol Hakovod! It is wonderful that JDC, one of the Jewish 
community ' s oldest organizations, has joined hands with 
Mazon, one of the newest, in a superb humanitarian effort. 
As a member of the JDC Executive, I am proud of this 
shared action. 

With every good wish, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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I thougt1t in that you are on the executive committee of the JDC it would be of part icular interest to you to know that MAZON has just made what we con sider to be an extraordinary grant. We have just provided $50 ,000 to the Jewish :ommunity in Sarajevo, in partnership with the Joint Drf.tribtJtion Committee. 
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Th ;;t cornmunity, nurnbering approximately 1,000, is do ing some quite wonderful work . I send along to you a letter that I have written recently to many hundreds of rabbis across this country both announcing and .,,../ expla ining our action, and I wanted to share the letter with you . v)-G 
O 

fr 

1,v ,110 Cr,unor ~ 
EXCCUIIVfJ Director ~ 

Encl. 
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Th.it is pn'c'tSl•ly tht• language and the thought we p11t forth 1., ._, . ·,, \.<'mh<•r in v,:ritinr; 
to tell _v,1Ii th.1I , in .1dd1tion to the hundreds of grants and mill10ns of doll;irs th;:it 
\1AZ0f'\ pw vid,: '.> to su~lain tho:,;(.? who are hungry in the United Stntcs, we f(' lt 
n >mpt•lh-d to ~·d, opportunit ies to bring aid to Somalia and Bosnia-I krzegcwinn. 

Wt> ~lid Wl' w,,uld ,1ct only if Wt' could find a safe, responsible way to providt' lih•
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tho~· h1111gry ill th<• l:nitC'd Stiit('~ would in effect be subsidizi ng <,1 ir efforts t<l n•,H"h out 
to !hes~- nl lwr trn11l'il<•d .,r0.:is of the world . • 

I ,1~~1mw )'llll .irv wdl ,lwnre lhat we found the means to bring h(:lp t( 1 St>mali.1 ,rnd, 
thro11!,;h ,1 th1: r .1p1'11 tic f1.?eding program, lit<.'rally saved the li ve~ of 667 child nm who 
otht•rwiSt' would h,1Vl' pt'risht!d . A great many of you, ,md thou~M'\d~ of your 
congrq . .;,rnh, ,·on trihutcd to our efforts. W<.i cannot authorit,1ti vl'ly attes t w th<• future 
well-being (1f th(' (hildnm that we helped, but we or<.:• ('t1rtain nf their current physic.ii 
well b1.•i11g, ,h" n •..;ult of the aid we were able to provide last fal l. 

Fmtlwr, .i nd most import,mt, in Novemb~r of 1992 Wl' wmtt> ynu the following: 

"'/ .i t/11 _11 u ~o{c r(>aJ to Bosnia-Ilerzcgovina fr; nr;t open , Tt-; erdore we 
,,1111re1I l'l'!'f'"nsibly brin~ aid to tha:;e who suffa almost ,'l'CI y kind of 
hu m,w d,·ririuution. We will watch carefully and act th(' fi r,; f momtn t 
!hot .p,• (1 ir1 ... 

Th.mktulh . th.it n,(lnwnt i-, now upon \IS , and in that e0nncction tlwn• 1s a ~tC1ry t0 tell : 

In S,1r.ij<' \'P, thl' Jewish community was given th~ option several months ,igo of k•aving 
fur br.,cl 11nd1..'r th~• auspices of the American Jewish Joint Dislril~11tion Committf'E1

• 

Whil\.' ~-1.•,.1•r.il ln1111..ircd opted to leave, approximately 1,000 dt•t·Hl<•d to stay. Their 
rc,1::,011~. v.,-1.•n· two ltild . Individually and coll(ictivcly, they rcnlizr.' lhnt the Sar;tjt•v(l 
l1·w1~h cum1rnmity 1-. liOO years old and disbanding it would ml1<1n pull ng up very deep 
roob . ln .idd1l1 (1n. thr.'y ft>lt a responsibility to others in Sar,1jcv, 1 who h,1d b<.'<.'n 
hL·lpf11i ,rnd t'n ,tv, l lvl' of thl• Jewish community at v,1ri tH1s tinn·~ ni their distn's~. !\1(1st 

kw~ h.1,T rwt nnlv n •rlhl incd in S.irajtivo, obviously at their ,1\\'n rcnl, but they havt' 
do1w two .iddit101~,1l things. They have begun a ft:'cding c0ntcr ti),1 t 1s now providing 

ornECTC>R t,JFVv YOHK fll( ;1( lN 

RolJbi Ellci•1 L ,p f.'<11,\•\11 MAZON RA68INIC TABLE 
·i.,bl>i J,rn Bonnol l. R..ibbi StroE>On Glaser, R"bbl Mar1< Kram. f,;1I ,n 1 I 1~ro,r1 Krnv1t1 

I '.. 1i ,1 , ,lr11•, 11l 1.i, 1 M,1l:..:. •r1i.1r\ Robb, Jome$ Mlrel, Rabbi JQhn Rosove, Rvbbr lX•vi<.J Saoo, Ral>bi Mwk :;hl:,pro. 
Rab~ Beth Slng~r . R~bbl Devu;I Strau~s, Rabbi K11r-n1,•1, Wf.1>$~ 

c0d c99 A.N Jar 



!.;r;·,.I\ !P, ,,~ f',,d,i!FC'~ \Cl hund rt'<.h .ind hundn;d;:; of fon,;l1,•;.. 1.:,1 ,!1 1-, 'L•1.·i- a11d the:~· ha\'C ::,ct ~;1~ thv< r,harmacie!-. \,·hich pro\·idc arpro>-: imatcly 2C p::.·:-,,•:)t ,,1 J: I the· m(•dicine~ 1.ii ... p,•n~L\.1 11'' S,1rnjc1. 0. Tlicst.' ~crviccs Me pro\'Jded cm a :1('n~'C V1nan bc1~ i 5 anci totally tn·, · oi' char~(•. 

\\'h,·n v.'C k.;r:11.~d of this ,:xtra0rdinary human dramJ, \,(· pf C(•u:-sc wanted to hclr Bu t t\~ ,t._..(()'-; rw ,·er le>"<.'~ sight of the abi Ii ty to a..::t ual I; dcl 1 \'f.'r on rhc pr(1nw, •. •~ v.·c mn k.L• io th c1f,, \,·11ei fund i.nir cffons . Therefore, WC' h<l\'C :,ough t t'\Jt ;i:-. c: f,,cri ,·c, reliable way t0 «1d :1.-·:-.r.· 1,vr,,ic efforts . \-Vith the coorcrilt ion of th(.• ,loin: D; ~t:-1L•tninn Cc,mm1:t<.•c. .. ~ rc l,Hi\\11'.;\-.jr h,IS h<•c:, dt•vrlop<.'C with the i.J.:\, High C nmr.,1~'1,l ll (1111,(:tUC:C'C~, ,,·h i ... :. h:1~ :"1:-\\•:n n 1.1r,' thar. 3,69~ succc-ssful f:ights 1,1 bring aid 10 S,ir2.jtt1.·c U'.\'HCR has ?.Fn',',"1 w ti:' in ~llrplius to th,• lcwi$h comm,rnity fo :- d: ;-;t r ibu1 1on t (·, the whc, lt: tif S,,:·,, ,.:· , ·c,. tLu-. ,wn1(: ing the treacherous land rN1tcs . 

\-\· i:h ai :- :~a:1~po:--t now availabli;, MAZO:--: has cntcrt>d intn ,, par:ncr~:1ip with the jc1\ i,,h C<"'-mmt:nit:' 0( Snr<1je\'(1. Our board of direrto'"~ ha~ ,,t>th: 1ri1,ed an irn\iill pa:\, of i':>::,o,:,:~ t,1 l'•c :-;:,en! in mediately to purchase "fam1!~- food pa(,.,1~t:;.," 1, hic-'n c:on~- i3, d itc:~: ·,• ~u c:, d~- :·ice. beef. oil, chi~kc-n &oup, spagh12t ti and butt('v _ (;;::-h pa ck<ISC' (ti,e 1.' Sl1,n;; tee ·.:o~t rd 1,·h1ch IS S2S) ;,.•ill focd a family oi fou~ fc,~ :-~ 1,·.._:,:',.;.,.; , 'T:w 100d ll (': :'1", in tL t"-:-~· r:L:~ .... tgC·$ ,·!r l, bought in bu lk and at a d~~\:oun! tr.:.' n), ~ ... . .:-1\.i ::. ~i., ~1,\"'l "~ 1:'", ):u:--op, . 
1 lw;.~,~ ar ·, d ~,,;::· that you will make th is announccmE:nt !,) ye u r .;- t1:, gr1.'1: at:o:1 t,ot!~ from ,he \11:1,,1 N, Sh;,bbat cis wcl; a~ in your ncwslt\ttcr, and tho: y,.1:· 1,·11: 1-:-:: :,T,,1 r r.·.,1n~, cc,i,; :,('_.>1nt~ \,•ho :,avt• cxpn.;>sscd frustration cit th~ ir ind : \' :,~L:c:'-. i in ,fril iry ~o hcl;:, :n ii(1c,; n 1" -i-lc::rzt'f.n '.'i na . Pi ease tell them th;; t 100 pcrcer. t (';" a,·,:.- ,--:ol ;~:-!- '. i·.·:y :na: \, ·: si-. to ~l'n~: t.• :d AZO:--.: , earmarked for Sanijcvo, 1dll ~ pro\' id~'ci ..=:s. d~•scr: ~' (<.: abc,vc . ~-iA.20:\.' wil i t.ike n~l Cl\'i=rhcad expenses fo; this specia l en.:\(•;, ., o:- 1f th~rc c1re c i~crct l0n,\:: 1unds a,·ail«ble 10 us, WC of course WO,lid appreci~t•.: reci::inns them. 

"!"hi~ i~ .in d ir.rt of extraordinary hum,rn SCo?e and thus wear.:> :;il-.i;;g wha t for u~ .:ire c>.tr.:i 0rC:in;; :-:,• r1w.i sures to pr0\'ide hcip. Pe~haps fN a :nomc1"it it is wise to worr;' less .-i:.x1ur w lu t i'.,: l'•C';-•nnd our grasp than W concentrate () ii dc.,in~ what we can . P:<:!ase hel;:, us ;:i~o,·id\• :h.:· m,•;ins 10 \,·hat we can do case the sufi<:rini; of sc-::,a:.y. 

Sincc;-dy, 

~-')If~ 
Ral:ib1 Mark Loi:!t-
Ch;:m, MAZO:\ E,oard of Oircctors 

[0d c'.99 

~~ Co~.) 
Jn·int- Cra:11cr 
Exccuti n' Director 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
Via Fax/ l Page PRESIDENT 838FIFTHAVENUE NEWYORK, NY10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

January 6, 1993 
13 Tevet 5753 

From: Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

TO: Ansel Harris 

Alas, I will not be able to attend the WUPJ Israel meeting 
in March. As it is, I will be in Israel thrice in the next 
few months, in addition to extensive travel across the 
United States and even down to Mexico. I'm sorry. Be sure 
to give my warm good wishes to Maria, whom I chanced to 
encounter at the Matisse exhibit some weeks ago. 

Thank you for your efforts, though abortive, to change the 
meeting of your Council. That surely would have been the 
best but, as I indicated, I will be going back to Israel in 
mid-June and then again in late June and could conceivably 
travel via the United Kingdom, either going or comi ng . ~o 
be precise, my Israel meetings are set for June l6-19 a nd 
J~ne 27-July 1. 

I still plan to be in London from the 16th to 18th o i 
February and while dinner is out, un f ortunate i y. M1ny wife 
has already committed me for two nights followed b y 
theatre, which, to tell you the truth, is one of the major 
reasons why I stop off in London so frequently. There ' s n~ 
reason why we can't have an informal meeting at breakfast o r 
lunch on Wednesday the 17th. Please call ree at the 
Athenaeum Hotel where we will be staying. 

Warm regards. 



FROM LEA HARRIS MBA 

23 ·ferncroft Avenue Hampstead NW3 7PG 
Tel: 071-794 1399 
Fax: 071-431 3786 

Rabbi Alexander M Schindler 
President UAHC 

6th January 1992 fax: 0101 212 570 0095 

Dear Rabbi Schindler 

Your faxed letter of 29th December was awaiting my return from Israel, two days ago. Whilst there I had the pleasure of a serendiptous meeting with your Ami Bergman of whose existence I was not previously aware. As his major involvement is your IDP programme, and as all our development programmes involve Israelis, this was additionally a very useful and constructive meeting. 
By happy co-incidence a letter from a mutual long standing friend, Maria Bamberger, was also awaitng my return. My friendship with Maria goes back over forty years when I was first living and working in Jerusalem. Subsequently a close friendship developed with the much missed Fritz. He infact not only advised me on up-to-date material to help me teach my children when they were growing up but gave us many titles. 

Aware of this friendship I thought it would be pleasant to have a personal chat when you were here. I still hope that will be possible. 

Regarding your imminent visit to the UK, I was glad to get your confirmation of the dates of your proposed visit as 16-18 February. I had hoped to move our Council meeting to accommodate your visit. But I learned on my return that unfortunately our vital Honorary Director, ~ Prof T Scarlett Epstein will be on a mission in Assam from 23rd January till end February. Sadly also I learned that our Honorary Administrator (we are all at this stage volunteers, I am Honorary Executive Chairman) has to go into hospital for the removal of a malignant tumour at the end of the week and so ofcourse will be hors de combat for a few weeks, That is the bad news . 
However I learn from Maria that she will be in Jerusalem mid-March for the meeting of: the World Union for Progressive Judaism, and that she e~pects to see you there. I wonder whether in the changed circumstances described in the previous paragraph, you could stop off in the UK either going there or coming back, so that we can hope to ensure that the majo~ players are available to meet with you. I do hope so. 

p. 1 
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FROM LEA HARRIS MBA 

• • 

, 

As I said in my previous letter "it is easier to arrange 
a meeting of two people". so although the February 
meeting with the Council is now not a proposition, I do 
hope that during your projected visit we can meet. ! am 
free on two of the evenings you suggest, 16th & 18th. We 
would be very happy if you could join us for dinner. 

With every good wish, 

sincerely~ 
J-v! ~I.,,.._, -... 

sel Harris 
(Chairman, UK Jewish Aid). 

\ 

>t<>t<>t<END*** 

p. 2 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0100 

VIA FAX : 011-44-071 - 383 - 4810 

Mr . Ansel Harris 

December 29, 1992 
5 Tevet 5753 

U. K. Jewish Aid & International Development 
23 Ferncroft Avenue 
London NW3 7PG ENGLAND 

Dear Mr . Harris : 

I am sorry you got a garbled message concerning my 
projected London journey . As t h ings stand now, I will be 
available for a meeting on the 16th, 17th or 18th of Feb
ruary . In fact, I will be leaving New York on February 
15th . Unfortunately, even if I were to take a morning 
flight, and on the Concord to boot, I could not get there 
for your Council meeting at 5 : 00 PM. I simply cannot leave 
on the night of the 14th . I am scheduled to give a major 
address late that evening for a meeting of Jewish Youth on 
Ellis Island and cannot get to JFK in time for the latest 
London flight . 

Is there any way in which your Council members might be 
persuaded to postpone their February meeting for a day or 
two, that is to say, for Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday at 
5 : 00 PM . I could be in attendance then, as we l l as other 
JDC leaders whom I would persuade to come with me. 

While I would be deligh ted to meet with you for a "private 
conversation, " I think it would be better if we were to 
resolve this matter with everyone in attendance . 

Given our shared goals, there is no reason under the sun 
why we cannot find a way of cooperating toward its 
attainment . 

With warm good wishes, I am 

~erely, 

l l ,,{_-~.c----
Alexander M. Schindler 

cc: Aryeh Cooperstock 



¢ 

UI<JAID 
UNITlD KINGDOM ff.WISH AID&. INTE.RNATIONAL DEVUOPMLNT 

Rabbi Alex Schlinder 
Co-Ch0-irman 

23 Ferncroft Avenue 
London 

NWJ 7PG 
Tet: 071 794 1399 

JDC/IDP Adv i sory committee 
711 Third Avenue 
NEW YORK NY10017 
U.S .A. 

2 1 Decemb c; r: l';l 9 2 

c.1 hhi Schlinder 

I was delighted to hear from Kenneth Rubens that you will 
be shortly v1s1ti ng Europe and that we will have an 
opporturn t.y oC meeting. 

I have in fact r.eceived a number of conflict ing messages 
as to datHs. The latest is you will be in London between 
1 1Lh to 1 4Lh February. As there seems to be some 
tlexib1lit.y in this and in the hope there still is, could 
I suggesL ~s follows. 

We have ;1 scheduled meeting of our Council at 5.00 p.m. 
on February 15th. Were you able to so arrange your 
schedul c tha.t you could attend that meeting;t£ -1ould "appJly n~vise the agenda and have only oney, nalk from 

and ct discussion with you. However, ir tha t is not 
j blc 1 will try and arrange a meeting on Sunday 

r ,·q 14th ~Abruary. 

r will be rHturning from Israel on 4 January. If you 
ould ci:lre Lo telephone me at 071 794 1399 aft.et" that 

j atR we co11Ld perhaps agree and finalise somclhing. With 
your volalil8 schedule thi s may be easier than by le tte r. 
Whatever transpires I will welcome a private 
conversalion wi. th yourself personally whilsl you arc 
h8re. It is easier to arrange a meeting of two people : 

I do look forward to hearing from you and mooting with you in due c:.ourso. 

~in;0~ 

Ansel l!,;ir ci::-, 
DRAYT~~fttarl'~ <.iOIU>ON STRJ-:1-T • f.O~DON WClH 0AN • Tdcpl\onc: 07 1-i\87 :,2xt Fa.,;, /rl-3834810 

. Rq •.":-:r,•d i: 1 Ln!',laml ,-.,·o. 24fi5687 R.qri<r(rcu c':h,1rity --.; t, .~.2:-;.;.$8 
j I, t·:.,-1 l\.1 i1 h1 ,; 1 

,: . , r ·,·.-:11 11 ,. , 111 ( ', 1;,,,~l (,\ II.I.\ O: Tli,COY!MONWr.'l lH. IHi:Cn,n1t·-..:~ R.·,n1 •I 'II' ~·· ' ' '{ \'l '"''l"I ' / · 111•'(' ( . 
••• • • , 1. , , • ·' •, \ , ,. , ! ,\ ., O ~ ~:K! ~1'iJ IO~ l r~ r,1 ,h:-.. , ( 1)1".1 1, n: H. !·01t t ·\'i.i f ••..,,: R.~nk1s. l>Kt-..6iL)l" .. \,' Of T!i1-'!\1,A :.\ l><'I : >,.;,:· 1iJ, \'l· d h. , l!'l ill ". 

t, :, ll. H,i,: . : o1, 1.i::~., )C: r:{0:-.il()L • T i;d!u:,. lTRel!iH h:-:i,.·,;d~( \II' 

•-/,,, K1'-':, 1•!H ll !{ 111,i ;s , < h,111 ,;i ,ri;: 1\1,,,1 7 K Hun .. 'ir.c1·rtary; MR.,Cl'i'H.YI R,M.~lc...:i ;, 

T~,..J T ) C 1t--I -vr r 
/l,111 lh r,-.-1; 11• ·: · -;( .\:i; ~r;· i'.h : J :.-.,; 
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FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

,_ 'i\ .. ~ 
~-~ j ... , .: 

April 26, 1993 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 

·, 

Enclosed herewith is my check for $100.00 to be applied to 

the Elaine Winik Fund for the Development of Leadership of 

Women in Israel. 

To all concerned, thank you so much for determining to 

celebrate Elaine's special birthday in so meaningful a 

manner. 

\ '· ',' ' 

~:·~;,/ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 

,. 

...: 
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FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

Edith J. Miller 

Fred Cohen 

March 29, 1993 

Please give me a check for $100.00 for the American Jewish 

Joint Distribution Committee which I will forward to them. 

This is to be a gift for the "Elaine Winik Fund for the 

Development of Leadership of Women in Israel". 

~~'}}J 
\{f Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

.., ., SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
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March 15, 1993 

Rabbi Alexander Schindler 
Union of Amer. Hebrew Congreg. 
83 8 Fifth A venue 
New York, NY 10021 

Dear Alexander, 

We want to share an exciting upcoming event with you. Our ~ r and wife, Elaine 
vVinik, is celebrating a special birthday at the end of this month. Our wish is to 
commemorate this birthday in a unique way that honors her years of leadership and service. 
In thinking about all the activities in which she has been involved, several themes emerge. 
First, and foremost, is her dedication to the Jewish people and the State of Israel. Second, 
she is a leader of vision who can also make things happen. As a woman, she is a 
trailblazer; a model who inspires other women. 

We are honoring our mother and wife with the endowment of a special fund at the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee. This fund, "The Elaine Winik Fund for 
the Develop,ment of Leadership of Women in Israel", will enable JDC-Israel to carry out 
a series of workshops on "Women in Israeli Government." These workshops will focus 
on overcoming obstacles faced by women as they advance to senior positions. They will 
involve men and women from the upper echelons of Israeli government. We are very 
excited about this fund and feel that it supports the values and ideals that Elaine has worked 
so hard to promote. 

We believe that the workshops will make an important contribution to Israeli life, and we 
invite you to become a part of this wonderful birthday SURPRISE. If you would like to 
be part of this gift, please send your contribution to The American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, 711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017, and designate the gift for "Elaine 
Winik Fund for the Development of Leaderslupo!W omen m srae . ,._ ___ _ 

If you have any questions about the above, please feel free to contact Margot Helphand at 
(503)686-8200 or Penny Goldsmith at (212)750-4110 or at home at (914)967-5141 and 
remember, THIS IS A SURPRISE. 

Margot Helphand 
Penny Goldsmith 
Peter Siris 
Norman Winik 



April 9, 1993 
18 Nisan 5753 

Ambassador Milton A. Wolf, President 
American Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Milton: 

I hope you and you dear ones are enjoying a sweet Passover. 

Much to my regret I am unable to attend the May Board 
meeting because of long standing commitments. My daughter is 
a rabbinic student at the Los Angeles campus of the Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion and will receive 
her Masters Degree in Hebrew Literature on May 10. It is my 
happy task to confirm all of the degrees granted, including 
Judy's. I shall not return to New York immediately as I have 
a speaking engagement over the following week-end. 

I know you will understand and forgive my absence, it 
certainly does not indicate any diminution of my great 
interest in the work of the JDC! 

With warm regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 

MEMO 

To: 

From: 

Re: 

April 5, 1993 

JDC Board of Directors and Special Invitees 

Ambassador Milton A. Wolf 

May 11-12, 1993 Board Meetings 

I am pleased to send you the enclosed schedule for 
th May 11-12, 1993 JDC board meetings. Given the 
positive feedback we had in March, we are continuing with 
this format of consecutive meetings of Area Committees 
which will be open to observers. The October Budget 
Workshops will be closed sessions. 

I want to take this opportunity to wish you and your 
families a happy Passover. 

MW:mm 
Enclosure 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 711 Third Avenue, New York, 
NY 10017 USA Tel: (212) 687-6200 Cables: JOINT DISCO NEW YORK Telex: 62873 Telefax: (212) 370-5467 



JDC 
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS 

MAY 11-12, 1993 

Tuesday, May 11 - At JDC Headquarters, 7th Floor 

11 :00 - 12:30 p.m. 

12:30 - 1 :00 p.m. 

1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

5:00 - 6:30 p.m. 

Resources Committee 

Lunch 

Soviet Union Area Committee 

Israel Area Committee 
IDP Committee 

Latin America Area Committee 

Wednesday. May 12 - At the New York Helmsley Hotel, 212 East 42nd Street 

8:00 - 9:30 a.m 

9:30 - 10: 15 a.m. 

10: 15 - 11 :45 p.m. 

12:00 - 2:30 p.m. 

Public Information and Education Committee 

Europe Community Development Committee 

Board Meeting 

Semi-Annual Meeting 
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THE AMERIGAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 

MEETING NOTICE 

BOARD DINNER 

TUESDAY, MAY 11, 1993 

7:30 P.M. 

LOCATION: TO BE ANNOUNCED 

THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE, INC. 711 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017 USA 
Tel: (212) 687-6200 Cables: JOINT DISCO NEW YORK Telex: 62873 Telefax: (212) 370-5467 
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P2.ease ,:1ccer,:.. c.i r oeep gratitude for yo1n co:'.:., ;J ,! i, _,!: 1 .. 0 LLe .l\ryeh Cocper~:.:ock Fu:1d. Th anks to peop e l:kr-=' yc." .,! :_1.),'!~ has Lef::, reac h ed and C . C. C-:>operst.ock's educatio:1 :!:; : .. t-;:·,,,,1. 
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PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. N.Y. 10021 

Mr. Theodore Comet 
American Jewish Joint 

Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Ted: 

March 22, 1993 
29 Adar 5753 

12121 249-0100 

Thanks for sending me a copy of Milton Wolf's remarks 
before the JDC Board. I am deeply grateful to you . 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

March 11, 1993 
18 A.dar 5753 

Her Excellency, the Israel Ambassador 
Cole tte .1,sital 
Consul General of Israel 
800 Second Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

Dear Colette : 

It was good being with you at the JDC Dinner. Your 
presentation ~as excellent, it is always an inspiration 
to hear vour message. I am deeply grateful for the 
lift home. It was most gracious of you. 

With everv good wish and warmest regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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President 
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AND MAILED 

Mr. Ansel Harris 
M.B.A. Partners 
23 Ferncroft Avenue 
Hampstead NW3 7PG, England 

Dear Ansel, 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, N.Y. 10017-4014 

March 5, 1993 

(212} 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Joinldisco New York 
Telex: 62873 

Alex Schindler has reported on his visit to London and his meeting with UKJAID. He was impressed by your obvious enthusiasm for "the cause" and. of course. we are all looking forward to a continuing. perhaps deepening relationship. 

Regarding our nominating a JDC representative to your Board. could you please let me know how often it meets and whether you have an annual calendar of such meetings for 1993. This will help us to determine who we can delegate for the slot you are offering. 

With best wishes. 

MS:tb 
cc: Milton A. Wolf 

Alexander Schindler 
Elaine Winik 
Henryka Manes 

Sincerely, 

Michael Schneider 
Executive Vice-President 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal/ Federation Campaigns. The JDC also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, and communities in Europe. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Elain e hinik 

~larch 5, 199 3 
12 .~dar 5753 

Ameri c an Jewish Joint 
Di str ibution Commi ttee. Inc . 

711 Third ~ven u e 
Neh York , \Y 10017 

Dear Elaine: 

Jack Soitzer, of ~erc e r Island. Was hinat o n , wanted to 
be sure that Alex kne~ of his contribution to the Aryeh 
Cooperstoc k fund so he d irected his check to our 
office . I enclose it he rewi th . 

JDC undoubt edly has some kind of a form, but since he 
sent the c heck to Alex, he will send a thank you from 
this e nd . 

~ith harm reqards , I am 

~:incerelv, 

Edith J . Miller 
Assistant to the President 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 f/ 

Jacl-- J. Soitzer 
9725 SE 36th Street 
#30--1 
~ercer Island, ~A 980--10 

Dear Jack: 

March 5, 1993 
12 A.dar 5753 

I have iust received the generous check you have 
for~arded for JDC's Arveh Cooperstock Fund. I am 
directino it to the JDC, but want to thank you for your 
thouohtful oift . I assure you it is deeply 
appreciated. 

I hope all is hell ~ith vou and Charlotte, Rhea joins 
me in sendino fondest reqards from house to house. 

Sincerelv, 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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Executive Vice-President 
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Dear JDC Colleagues: 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 

(212) 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Jointdisco New York 
Telex : 62873 

February 10, 1993 

We are still in a state of shock over the sudden and tragic death 
of Aryeh Cooperstock. It is a great loss -- to his family, to us 
and to the entire Jewish world. 

While our thoughts are filled with how much he sought to do for 
others, we would like to do something on his behalf. We are 
therefore establishing a fund to enable his friends to do for his 
family what he can no longer do. If you would like to 
participate, please make your check payable to the "Aryeh 
Cooperstock Fund" and mail to us at JDC. . 

May Aryeh's memory be a blessing. 

~~M 
Elaine Winik Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 

also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel 

Appeal of Canada, and communities in South Africa and Europe. 
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23 Ferncroft Avenue Hampstead NW3 7PG 
Tel: 071-79 1399 

1 3786 

Rabbi Alexander M Schindler 
President UAHC 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York 
NY 10021 USA 

Dear Alex 

2jth February 1993 

I hope you don ' t find that appellation too familiar after 
but one meeting: one enjoyable meeting that I hope proves 
to be the first of many . 

I found it a useful exchange of views and I am confident 
you will convey to your colleagues at the IDP some idea 
of my weltanschaung and approach. I will certainly convey 
to my colleagues on our Council both the quality of our 
dialogue and your suggestion. Be assured whatever the 
outcome of that suggestion, I will continue to work on a 
policy of mutuality, recognising at the same time, as I 
spelt out, the enormous difference in size, means and 
experience of our parallel organisations. 

We touched on many other issues including Jewish 
Education and its importance. I enclose one of the 
Spiro Institute's current brochures. This is an issue 
that deeply engages Lea and myself. It is our belief that 
much of this community's contributions to Israel would be 
far more effective for the Jewish People if much of it 
were recycled back for Jewish education here. Without it 
there will be no ready to identify with Israel abd 
support i t jn other way s than finanrial, a support which 
plays a decreasing role in meeting Israel ' s needs . 

Do let us know when you are next coming through ( you 
suggested in June). Lea and I would very much like for 
you and Mrs Schindler to be our guests at the theatre. 

With every good wish 
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FROM: 

TO: 

March 2 . 1993 

Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Elaine Winik, Milton Wolf, Michael Schneider, 

Henrvka Manes 

As you know, I stopped in London enroute to Israel and met 
with several of the UKJAID Board people, three to be 
precise: Anselm Harris, Kenneth Rubens, and Eva Mitchell. 

Kenneth, you know - he comes to our Board meetings with a 
measure of regularity. Anselm is the present Chairman of 
UKJAID. Eva is an active member of their Board. She was 
once the Executive of the Central British Fund, is a 
leader of Liberal Judaism in the UK, exceedingly capable 
and well respected in the larger London Jewish community; 
over the years I have come to value her good judgment. 

Here are my impressions: 

1. Anselm is something of an odd duck - - not nearly as 
debonair as Rubens, a bit of a loner, strong-willed, but 
an enthusiast for the cause and determined to put UKJAID 
on the map. 

2. Though he often acts as if UKJAID were his personal 
domain, he nonetheless enjoys the wide support of his 
fellow Board members, and this essentially for three 
reasons: 

(a) He is willing to give it the time, and he has, 
acting more like a pro than a volunteer . 

(b) He has good contacts with like institutions. He 
was Treasurer of Oxfam (a bigger deal in the UK 
than it is here in the US, so I have been told). 
This gave him access to major charitable trusts, 
which he has been willing to exploit for UKJAID . 

(c) He also has extensive contacts in government 
circles which enabled him to gain the several 
grants which furthered JDP-IDP projects in the 
past. 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
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3. His Board and its crocedures are rather loose. When 
I asked him how manv Board members UKJAID has. he replied: 
1'I auess aro und twentv. more o r less ... some come then 
drop out, others ioin 11 He did indicate that he 
intends to regulariz e all this. 

4. He values his as soc iation with JDC and is bent on 
strenathenina it. recoqnizina t hat this partnership is an 
enabling force; he lacks the resources and staff to act 
independentl y . But he does want UKJAID to have its own 
identity and to be considered something more than just a 
funding source for JDP , which means, of course, that he 
wants to be involved from the beginning to the end in an y 
JDC proiect which thev agree to back. 

5. Ary eh Cooperstock, z.l., was a member of the UKJAID 
Board. Anselm agreed to propose that there be a permanent 
JDC seat on his Board, which will be ours to fill by 
either a professional or a lay leader, as we may determine 
from time to time. 

6. UKJAID is c utting its ties with CBF completely. Its 
offices will be housed elsewhere - - in the building of 
one of those private charitable trusts to which I alluded 
(in 2b above). They also just employ ed a part-time 
professional, a retired business executive, who is willing 
to serve some three days a week (for a stipend). I didn't 
make note of his name; I believe it is Michael Harris. 

That's about the size of it. Obviousl y , we should 
maintain these ties, but because of the present looseness 
of the situation, it would be well if we were to attend 
their meeting with a measure of regularit y if onl y to make 
sure that procedures are more formally established, 
particularly in the financial realm. I have no reason 
whatsoever to suspect any thing, bu t this kind of casual 
arrangement is disqui eting on general principle. 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK. NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

~r. ~ichael Schneider 
Executive Vice President 

februan-
1 A.dar 

1993 
5753 

American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee 
711 Third .:\senue 
New York, KY 10017 

Dear ~r. Schneider: 

I tried to reach you by telephone this morning but was 
advised that you are out of the country. I am there
fore taking the liberty of sharing with you, by means 
of this letter, a message from Rabbi Schindler. 

He is no~ in Israel. but wanted you to know that while 
he was in London he met with Ansel Harris and a Mr. 
Reubens. as well as Eva Mitchell of the UKJAID (I hope 
I ha\·e those initials correct) . They are holding a 
seat for a JDC representative and expect the JDC to 
determine the person, be it the acting director or a 
lay leader. 

Rabbi Schindler returns to his desk next week and you 
hill recei\·e a mor e detailed report from him. 

:,·i th k:indes t greet inqs. I am 

Sincerely, 

Edith J . .:liller 
Assistant to the President 

cc : Elaine hinick 



TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

MEMORANDUM 

Cooperstock 

February 3, 1993 

Vietnam and Cambodia 

Last month Ami Bergman and I went to Vietnam and Cambodia to explore the 
possibility of initiating projects in those countries. Both are high priorities for Israel. 
And both need all the help they can get. 

Vietnam 

This is a poor country of 70 million people still recovering - with great difficulty - from 

many years of war. But there is a palpable energy, an eagerness to develop and learn 

from others, a poignant desire to be open to and befriend the West: especially the 
United States. "When the embargo is lifted ... " is a common, wistful prefix to many 
conversations. 

We established contact with the University of Agriculture and Forestry in Ho Chi Minh 

City (Saigon - which is what most people still call it) where the idea of Israeli technical 
assistance was enthusiastically welcomed. They specifically asked for advice about 
increasing vegetable yields, goat raising, corn and soybean production, dairy, and 

poultry for their experimental farm . They accepted our suggestion that the rural 

cooperative VAC be included in our projected assistance. VAC is an acronym for an 

ancient Vietnamese agricultural tradition where each farm is a complete ecosystem in 
itself, with a garden, some animals, and a fish pond, each de.pending on the others. 

While the interdependence has considerable merit, the system could benefit from 

Israeli techniques and efficiencies. 

The Israeli Ministry of Agriculture will identify two specialists who will spend 3-4 weeks 

in Vietnam, both to give the desired advice and to write a proposal for a large scale 

project which we will then submit to funding sources. The University will provide 

housing, food, and local transportation to ensure that this will be a partnership and not 

simply a gift. This is a policy whose value has been clearly demonstrated in other 

projects. 

Another contact we made was with the Institute of Agricultural Science of South 



Vietnam which is part of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry. There, too, the 
prospect of cooperation with Israel was eagerly endorsed. Despite their relative 
isolation, the Vietnamese scientists were knowledgeable about Israeli agricultural 
superiority. Ami will inform the Volcani Institute about this institution and its interest 
in developing relationships. 

Cambodia 

Our overwhelming impression upon landing at Phnom Penh airport was that the United 
Nations had taken over the country. Dozens of helicopters and wide-bodied cargo 
aircraft (Hercules and their equivalent), painted white with a huge "UN" on each of 
them, dominated the landscape. Although we knew of the UN presence, this was far 
more than we expect~d; but that was only the beginning. More will be said about the 
UN later. 

Compared to the energetic Vietnamese, the Khmer (the main ethnic group of 
Cambodia) are manifestly languid. Not only seemingly endless war, but also the auto
genocide in which over a million people were reportedly murdered by the Khmer 
Rouge, have resulted in a general condition of malaise and hopelessness. In this 
country major economic, social, and psychological resuscitation are required. 

The first thing we went to see was the Genocide Museum. Last November, I visited 
Terezenstadt, in Czechoslovakia, with the JDC mission. My emotional turmoil was the 
same seeing another horrible reminder of inhumanity: torture instruments and torture 
chambers, death machines, tiny cells where people were chained to the floor, stories 
of people slaughtered only because they wore glasses (ergo considered intellectuals). 
A gruesome Cambodian feature in the museum is a map of the country covered 
completely with human skulls. No matter how much one hears about such things, 
seeing the reality is still wrenching. No other reason was necessary to justify our 
presence. This is the closest counterpart to our Holocaust. 

Colleagues from the International Rescue Committee arranged our visits to 
Battambong, Savel (they did not know that this is the Hebrew for Babylon), the Thman 
Khol Internal Displaced Persons' (I was not pleased that they're called "IDPs"!) Camp, 
Kampong Chhnang (yes, it has two h's), and Kampong Leng. To get to these places 
we travelled many hours by air, over terrible roads, by small boat, and by motor 
scooters. Living conditions, especially in the displaced persons' camp, are among the 
worst I have seen anywhere. The rice harvest was more-or-less completed; so the 
fields were brown and barren - those that were not full of mines. By contrast, the 
markets were well-stocked; but prices are high for most of the population. Nutrition 
levels are low, incidence of disease is high. 

IRC is implementing health training and sanitation projects, as is the Catholic Relief 
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Services. Rather than initiating independent activities, we decided it would be more 
logical to supplement and complement theirs with Israeli medical personnel and 
agricultural components as a practical method of JDC-IDP involvement. There are 
many things that can be done in dry land farming, for instance, and in introducing 
better methods of cultivation that would greatly improve many lives. This cooperative 
approach was encouraged by the resident USAID representatives who welcomed JDC 
involvement in Cambodia. They also liked the consortium approach to development 
which we told them has worked so effectively in Armenia. USAID funding is available 
for further work in Cambodia. 

IRC has been working with the regional hospital in Kampong Chhnang which has also 
been assisted by the Swedish Red Cross. For a developing country, it is remarkably 
clean and well-run; ?ind could be a useful model for other medical facilities. The 
provincial Ministry of Health asked if we could send them general surgeons and 
orthopaedic surgeons for brief training sessions. This possibility will be explored in 
Israel. 

United Nations Development Program, one of the myriad UN agencies there, when told 
of the kinds of work we were interested in, asked us to find them an irrigation expert 
to begin work immediately. We are in the process of recruiting one from Israel. So 
much more food could be grown if an irrigation system were developed. 

UNTAC - the United Nations Transitional Authority for Cambodia - has a staff of 
22,000: 16,000 military and 6,000 civilians. For every 1.6 persons there is one vehicle. 
In addition to the helicopters and airplanes mentioned above, there are sedans, jeeps, 
trucks, land rovers, tanker trucks. All of them apparently come from Japan. UNTAC's 
budget is $2 billion. I asked a German policeman in a UN uniform what he is doing. 
His reply: "the best I can." When I persisted and asked "what are you doing the best 
you can at?" he really couldn't answer. A Tunisian soldier was delighted to be in 
Cambodia since his pay was considerably higher than what he gets at home. Senior 
UN officials refused to come to Cambodia unless they received per diems of $145 in 
addition to housing. The average annual per capita income in Cambodia is less that 
$145! 

When we visited Mr. Behrooz Sadry, Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary
General for Cambodia, in his luxurious office in Phom Penh, he described UNTAC's 
mission: it is to organize and supervise the elections which are to take place in April 
or May; and to ensure the peace. He assured us that all UNTAC's soldiers and 
civilians knew why they were there and were committed to their tasks. He did not 
think that such a massive UN presence - which has caused rents to escalate 
precipitously and inflated prices for virtually everything - would ruin the Cambodian 
economy and have dire consequences once UNTAC leaves the country. I told him 



that we planned humanitarian assistance for Cambodia and would like access to some 
of their $2 billion. He explained that that money was not for Cambodia itself but for 
UNTAC's operations in Cambodia - salaries, per diems, travel, housing, etc. 
Considering the needs of that unfortunate country and those desperate people I found 
his answer, and the UNT AC use of international funds, obscene. We politely thanked 
him for his briefing. 

The Khmer Rouge are boycotting the elections, and peace is elusive with regular 
skirmishes initiated by both the Khmer Rouge and Government forces. People 
continue to lose limbs or get maimed as they step on the numerous mines. Returning 
refugees live in squalid camps. Most meaningful development, limited as it is, is 
carried out by NGOs. So it is questionable if any useful purpose is being served by 
UNTAC, especially for $2 billion. 

There was a donors' pledging conference in Tokyo sometime last year at which over 
$828 million was pledged for development assistance to Cambodia. Only some $10 
million has been committed, yet it was not possible for us to determine what it is being 
used for and by whom. Mr. Sadry has an Economic Adviser on his staff whose full
time responsibility is to inform each of the donors about what the others are doing. 
Each donor country is to determine what it would fund. A data base has been 
developed which could tell us where our activities might fit or possibly be funded; but 
the Adviser could not find his copy. 

We will try to send an irrigation expert and some surgeons; and develop specific 
proposals with IRC and CRS to help Cambodia. 
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RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021 -7064 (212)249-0100 

.~ryeh Coopers t oe]~ 

Januarv 28. 1993 
6 Shevat 5753 

Ameri ca n Jewish Joi nt Distribution Committee 
711 Third Avenue 
~e w York. ~Y 10017 

Dear Ary eh: 

The enclosed memorandum is self-explanatory . After 
further discussion, it represents not only Eric's v ie~ . 
but the view of our Social Action people and mine. 

I look forward to seeing you soon . 

f o ndl ~·, 

Alexander M. Schindler 



RABBI ALEXANDER M. SCHINDLER e UNION OF AMERICAN HEBREW CONGREGATIONS 
PRESIDENT 838 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212)249-0100 

Elaine WinH: 
103 Greenhaven Road 
Rye, NY 10580 

Dear Elaine: 

January 2e. 
6 Shevat 

1992 
5753 

The enclosed memorandum is self-explanatory . After 
further discussion, it represents not only Eric's vie~. 
but the view o f our Social ~ction people and mine . 

I look for~ard to seeing you soon . 

Fondly, 

Alexander~ - Schindler 
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FROM: 

TO: 

COPY : 

M EN-OR 

January 28 , 199 3 

Rabb i Alexander M. Sc h i ndler 

Ra bb i Eric Yoffi e 

Thanks for reviewing the JDC memo . I will relay your 

judgment to Aryeh Cooperstock and El aine Winik and 

probably also to Michael Schneider when I see him early 

next week. 

I assume you will assert this position whe n you meet with 

the Somalia Relief Coordinating Committee. 

Thank s again . 

~ Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
- .,., SERVING REFORM JUDAISM IN NORTH AMERICA 

838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
. - , ... . ..,N~ 
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~EM6RANDl.JM] 

From Rabbi Eric Yoffie Date 1/27/93 

To Rabbi Alexander Schindler 

,,n•N 
1111:i•';, 

.nr.>,i'.".nT.) 
;i,,,,r:,NJ 

I reviewed the JDC memo. My clear preference would be for the 
Mobile Medical Unit. I f that is not possible, none of the other 
proposals is especially attractive, and I wou ld want to look i n to 
contributing directly to another NGO -- perhaps Doctors without 
Borders, or the medical group that Mazon is working with . 

Union of American Hebrew Congregations 
838 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10021-7064 (212) 249-0100 
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FROM: 

TO: 

COPY: 

u 

Edith J. Miller 

Ted Comet 

j 

January 13, 1993 

Ambassador Wolf's invitation to Alex for the JDC Board 

Mission to Poland arrived today, during Alex's absence. 

He will not be back at his desk until the end of the month 

and I just wanted you to know that he will not be able to 

join the Mission. It sounds like it will be a very 

meaningful and mornentus journey. Unfortunately, Alex 

already has two speaking engagements during the period of 

the Mission and simply cannot reschedule them. 

With warm regards. 



t 

1 
THE AMERICAN JEWISH JOINT DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE 

711 THIRD AVENUE NEW YORK, NY 10017 
PHONE: (212) 687-6200 FAX: (212) 370-5467 

TO: Ted Comet 

FAX: 212-370-5467 

fin order to ensure room accommodations, please reply by January 15.) 

I/we are interested in joining the JDC Board Mission to Poland 
April 16-19, 1993 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising. 

Name: 
(Please print) 
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Chairman of the Board 
Heinz Eppler 

Honorary Presidents 
Edward Ginsberg 

Donald M Robinson. 
Henry Taub 

Jack D. Weller 
Honorary Vice-Presidents 

Dr. Martin Cherkasky 
Pauline B. Falk 

Ludwig Jesselson 
Irving Kane 

William Rosenwald 
Herbert H. Schiff 

Herbert M Singer 
Elaine K. Winik 

Honorary Exec. Vice-Pres. 
Ralph I. Goldman 

»easurer 
Alan Batkin 

Honorary »easurer 
Irving H Sherman 

Secretary 
Rabbi Alexander M. Schindler 

Honorary Secretary 
Howard Rubin 

Assistant Secretary 
Herbert Katzki 

Honorary Exec. Committee 
Max M. Fisher 

Emanuel Goldberg 
Carl Leff 

Henry L. Zucker 
Executive Committee 

Julius Berman 
Irving Bernstein 

Arthur Brody 
Elliott Cohen 

John C. Colman 
Geoffrey Colvin 

Manuel Dupkin II 
Raymond Epstein 

Patricia Gantz 
Rae M. Ginsburg 
Alexander Grass 

Sanford L. Hollander 
Saul Kagan 

Jonathan Kolker 
Harvey M. Krueger 

Martin Levin 
Leon Levy 

Bert Rabinowitz 
Robert Reitman 

Eugene R1bakoff 
Esther Leah Ritz 

Rabbi Arthur Schne1er 
Harriet Sloane 
Jack J. Spitzer 
Martin F Stem 
Norman T1lles 

Wilma S. Tisch 
Peggy Tishman 

Elizabeth A. Varel 
Claire Vogelman 

Bernice Waldman 
Marshall M Weinberg 

Hon Milton A Wolf 
Harriet M. Zimmerman 

Lois Zoller 
LOUIS I Zorensky 

Assoc. Exec. Vice-Presidents 
Steven Schwager 
Theodore Comet 

Executive Director for 
Planning and Research 

Steven Huberman, Ph D. 
Director of Personnel 

and Administration 
Lowell Scher 

Director of Program Planning 
and Budget 
Linda G Levi 

Dir. of Spec/al Operations 
Amir Shav1v 

Executive Director 
International Development 

Program 
Aryeh Cooperstock 

Director of Board 
Development and 

Resources Development 
Joyce C. K1tey 

The American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. 
President 
Sylvia Hassenfeld 

Executive Vice-President 
Michael Schneider 

711 Third Avenue 
New York, NY. 10017-4014 

Re: JDC Board Missior. to Poland 
April 16-19, 1993 

Dear Board Member: 

(212) 687-6200 
Fax No: (212) 370-5467 
Cables: Jo1ntdisco New York 
Telex: 62873 

January 8, 1993 

I would like to invite you to join me on a JDC Board Mission 

to Poland to mark the 50th anniversary of the Warsaw Ghetto 
Uprising. Our program will begin in Warsaw on Friday, April 

16 and conclude Monday evening, April 19. 

While there, we will be participating in a series of 

commemorations sponsored by the Polish and Israeli 

governments as well as international Jewish organizations. 

Large contingents of leaders are expected from all over the 

world. 

In addition to the anniversary ceremonies, we will examine 

some of the JDC-supported programs that are helping the 

present day Jewish community to rediscover its Jewish 

heritage: the Jewish Historical Institute, the new Youth Club 

at the Lauder Center, young adult intellectual leadership 

groups, and the Association of Holocaust Survivors (Hidden 

Children). 

We will also inaugurate the JDC-initiated Jewish Educational 

Resource Center, which will be operated in partnership with 

the Jewish Agency and the local Jewish community. 

The Joint Distribution Committee receives its funds chiefly from American Jewry through the United Jewish Appeal. The JDC 

also receives smaller amounts from the Central British Fund World Jewish Relief, Canadian Federations via United Israel 

Appeal of Canada, and communities in Europe. 



Dr Abram J Abeloff New York, NY 
Joseph Ain, Montreal, Canada 
Ph1l1p Belz, Memphis, TN 
Victor M Carter, Los Angeles, CA 
Rena Cohen, Los Angeles, CA 
Wilfred P Cohen, Sands Point, NY 
Melvin Dub1nsKy St. LOUIS, MO 
Herrrian F neberg Pittsburgh, PA 

Leonard Barrack, Ph1fadelph1a, PA 
H llel Becker, Montreal, Canada 
Helene Berger, Coconut Grove, FL 
Mandell L Berman, Detroit, Ml 
Bernard Borine, Philadelphia PA 
Marlene Borman Birmingham, Ml 
Suzy Braun, Chicago. IL 
Edwin N. Brennglass, Encino, CA 
Dr Sidney Busis, Pittsburgh, PA 
Shoshana S. Cardin Baltimore, MD 
Maurice M Cohen, Newton, MA 
Jack Deutsch. St. Louis, MO 
Annette Dobbs, San Francisco, CA 
Andrea Dubroff, Newburgh, NY 
Louise Eder Milwaukee, WI 
Seymour Epste:'1 Morristown, NJ 
Lois Fox. Nashville, TN 
Dr Sylvia N. Friedman New York, NY 
81ll1e Gold New York NY 
Yona Goldberg Bethesda. MD 
Edgar R Goldenberg Philadelphia, PA 
Alvin Goldfarb, St. Louis. MO 
Rabbi Irving Greenberg, Piverdale, NY 
Richard Gunther, Los Angr,/es, CA 
Joseph Gurwin, New York, NY 
Dodo Heppner, Montreal, Canada 
David 8. Hermelin. Detroit, Ml 
Barbara Hochberg, Glencoe, IL 
Irwin Hochberg, New York, NY 

Charles H. Goodman-CJF 
Marvin Lender-UJA 

Honorary Board Members 

Judge Edward Goodell, New York. NY 
Murray Goodman, Allentown, PA 
Lea R Horne, New York, NY, 
Max H Karl. Milwaukee, WI 
Rabbi Isaac Lewin New York NY 
Israel A. Ma1sels, Johannesburg 
Philip M Meyers, Cincinnati OH 
Stanley C Myers, M1am1, FL 

Board of Directors 

Rita Hochberg, Great Neck, NY 
Roberta Holland, Providence, RI 
Dr S Harold Horwitz, Richmond, VA 
Ann Jacobson Kansas City. MO 
A,an S Ja!fe, New York, NY 
Betty Kane. Cherry Hill. NJ 
Edward Kaplan Washington, DC 
Mark Latner, Los Angeles, CA 
Hon. Ronald S Lauder, New York, NY 
Donald E. Leftor, Miami, FL 
Ben Zion Leuchter, Vineland, NJ 
Jacqueline Levine. West Orange, NJ 
Dr. Michael J Levinson, Memphis. TN 
Judith A. Levy. Boston, MA 
Joel N. Lippman, Buffalo, NY 
Frank Lipschutz, Miam,, FL 
Michael L twack St Louis, MO 
Rabbi Haskel Lookstein, New York, NY 
Alan Marcuvitz, Milwaukee, WI 
Rabbi Marshall T Meyer, New York, NY 
Jack Meyers, Pittsburgh, PA 
Milton H Miller, Sr., Baltimore, MD 
Karen Moss, Columbus, OH 
Annette D. Newman, St. Paul, MN 
Rebecca Newman, San Diego, CA 
Ivan J. Novick, Pittsburgh, PA 
Sam Oolie, North Caldwell, NJ 
Suzanne Parelman, Bethesda, MD 
Laeh H Raskas, St. Paul, MN 

Ex Officio Board Members 

Norman Lipoff-UIA 
Joel Tauber-UJA 

Norman S Rabb, Boston, MA 
Max Ratner Cleveland, OH 
Morris Rodman, Washington, DC 
Samuel Rothberg, Peoria, IL 
Joseph D. Shane. Beverly Hills, CA 
George Shapiro, Boston, MA 
Hon Herbert Tenzer, Cedarhurst. NY 

Albert Reichmann, Toronto, Canada 
Dorothy Reitman, Quebec, Canada 
Edward 8. Robin Los Angeles, CA 
Sherry Rodman Bethesda, MD 
A, an Rodolitz, Brooklyn, NY 
Michelle Rosen, Mercer Island, WA 
Sta"lley Rothenfeld, Cleveland, OH 
KeMeth Rubens, London England 
Leonard Rubin, Tenafly, NJ 
Dr. Janet S Sainer, New York, NY 
Michael Scheck, Miami, FL 
Miriam A. Schneirov, Philadelphia, PA 
Samuel J. Semel, Elmira, NY 
Betsy R. Sheerr, Bryn Mawr. PA 
Jane Sherman, Birmingham, Ml 
Irving Srriokler, Ann Arbor, Ml 
Constance Smukler, Philadelphia, PA 
Richard Spiegel. Minneapolis, MN 
Jane Stein, Norfolk, VA 
Carol Stern, Tucson, AZ 
Andrew Tisch, New York, NY 
Warre'l M. Toltz. Denver. CO 
Lee H Wagman, St. Louis, MO 
Sandra Weiner, Houston, TX 
Jane Weitzman, Greenwich, CT 
Ronald C. Warnick, Burlingame, CA 
Karen Gantz Zahler, New York, NV 
Larry Zusman, Dayton. OH 

Harry Kleeman-CBF 
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The fate of Polish Jewry and the Warsaw Ghetto survivors are 
an important part of JDC history. It was JDC that brought 
food into the ghetto by every conceivable method, and the list 
of ghetto heroes is replete with names of JDC staff who 
remained to the bitter end. 

It is therefore most appropriate for JDC to be part of this 
anniversary commemoration. Our presence in Poland today 
and our continuing efforts on behalf of aging survivors, as well 
as the younger generation, makes our participation in the April 
ceremonies even more important. 

For those who wish to extend their stay in Eastern Europe, 
arrangements can be made to visit additional sites in Poland or 
to go to Budapest for a first hand view of JDC's involvement 
in the renaissance of that Jewish community. 

I therefore look forward to having you join me on this mission, 
and since accommodations are limited, urge you to contact 
Ted Comet as soon as possible to indicate your interest. 

MW/ml! 

Sincerely, 

~41-~ 
Ambassador Milton A. Wolf 
President 


	ms0630.001.007.pdf
	img20240814_14345665.pdf
	img20240814_14360189
	img20240814_14371087
	img20240814_14425831
	img20240814_14432529
	img20240814_14442940
	img20240814_14472119
	img20240814_14504722
	img20240814_14512666
	img20240814_14515847
	img20240814_14563396
	img20240814_14570541
	img20240814_14592475
	img20240814_15021019
	img20240814_15083271
	img20240814_15105850
	img20240814_15130921
	img20240814_15150346
	img20240814_15161274
	img20240814_15203842
	img20240814_15224276
	img20240814_15251149
	img20240814_15255232
	img20240814_15262195
	img20240815_09350980
	img20240815_09373907
	img20240815_09383838
	img20240815_09453339
	img20240815_09495232
	img20240815_09532318
	img20240815_09555302
	img20240815_09573690
	img20240815_10174985
	img20240815_10213399
	img20240815_10242552
	img20240815_10262545
	img20240815_10265592
	img20240815_10340109
	img20240815_10351081
	img20240815_10384416
	img20240815_10391648
	img20240815_10395365
	img20240815_10563336
	img20240815_10572677
	img20240815_10575030
	img20240815_10580664
	img20240815_10590413
	img20240815_10594852
	img20240815_11014464
	img20240815_11024299
	img20240815_11030056
	img20240815_11031531
	img20240815_11055832
	img20240815_11082727
	img20240815_11092835
	img20240815_11110419
	img20240815_11115320
	img20240815_11145363
	img20240815_11152601
	img20240815_11155460
	img20240815_11173551
	img20240815_11180762
	img20240815_11201995
	img20240815_11204716
	img20240815_11212117
	img20240815_11221192
	img20240815_12000606
	img20240815_12043322
	img20240815_12054603
	img20240815_12063535
	img20240815_12074650
	img20240815_12101390
	img20240815_12125220
	img20240815_12131795
	img20240815_12145835
	img20240815_12152584
	img20240815_12170183
	img20240815_12173199
	img20240815_12193356
	img20240815_12205111
	img20240815_12224706
	img20240815_12280881
	img20240815_12334613
	img20240815_12365877
	img20240815_12373133
	img20240815_12375877
	img20240815_12394029
	img20240815_12401444
	img20240815_12415651
	img20240815_12453355
	img20240815_12455750
	img20240815_12531914
	img20240815_13020796
	img20240815_13035992
	img20240815_13064025
	img20240815_13074716
	img20240815_13131182
	img20240815_13142794
	img20240815_13213263
	img20240815_13230028
	img20240815_13261420
	img20240815_13305970
	img20240815_13330446
	Binder1.pdf
	img20241230_12030781.pdf
	img20241230_12041200
	img20241230_12042986
	img20241230_12055755
	img20241230_12061811
	img20241230_12063917
	img20241230_12070625
	img20241230_12072585
	img20241230_12074520
	img20241230_12080562
	img20241230_12082086
	img20241230_12083629
	img20241230_12085573





